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the  United  States,  for  the  slaveaireTe  consid^d 
and  protected  as  property  on  both  sides  of  the 
Spanuh  line,  and  toe  emigraats  from  the  United 
States  found  the  additional  quantity  of  granted 
land  they  could  acquire  for  every  slave,  made  their 
removal  advantageous.  Who,  then,  under  these 
circumstances,  would  have  thought  the  property 
of  slaves  insecure  by  the  provision  in  the  treaty  for 
the  roaioteoance  and  security  of  pro|)erty  7  An- 
terior to  the  treaty  of  cession  the  citizens  of  the 
old  United  Slates  received  large  sums  of  money 
for  slaves  sold  and  transported  by  the  avenue  of 
the  Mississippi  to  Louisiana;  and  had  the  treaty  pre- 
•aved  a  total  silence,  with  regard  to  the  protec- 
tion of  property,  it  wonld  be  irreconcileable  with 
justice  tnat  we  should  first  sell  those  slaves  to  the 
inhabitants,  and,  after  securing  the  price,  proceed 
to  emancipate  thent,  or  lessen  Uieir  utility  or  value 
by  emancipating  their  descendants.  We  are  asked 
to  hind,  limit,  or  manacle  the  proposed  Stale  of 
Missouri.  Are  we  to  do  so  because  we  are  toore 
trustworthy  ropectiiig  their  own  interests  than 
themselves'!  We  have  legislated  over  the  people 
of  that  Territory  for  seventeen  years,  and,  aurmc 
all  that  time,  our  humanity  slurobwed.  V*  sui- 
fered  slaves  to  pass  the  Mississippi,  and  thereby 
enhanced  the  price  of  our  lands ;  and,  in  propor- 
tion as  weanueipate  the  closing  the  land  sales, 
and  the  cessation  of  our  interest  in  permitting 
•laves' to  go.  onr  humane  sympathies  are  eicited 
imtil  we  at  last  become  so  willing  to  prohibit  sla- 
very that  we  contemplate  a  new  sort  of  State,  with 
only  a  portion  of  the  features  and  capacities  re- 
tained by  the  other  parties  to  our  great  compact. 
I  will  now  give  attention  to  what  gentlemen 
who  favor  the  restriction  have  urged,  on  the  score 
of  precedent.  They  say  they  are  authorized,  from 
the  restrictions  imposed  on  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Il- 
linois, to  build  the  power  of  Congress  to  adopt  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  on 
precedents.  Precedents  may  be  useful  to  impart 
to  free  governmenl  uniform  end  steady  nerves,  and 
to  guard  against  the  encroachments  of  prejudice 
and  passion.  There  can,  however,  be  no  prece- 
dent in  relation  to  the  powers  of  our  national  com- 
pact of  EUch  antiquity  as  to  acquire  any  great  por- 
tion of  authority  when  unaccompanied  by  demon- 
strations of  their  orthodoxy;  for  the  Constitution 
was  only  adopted  in  1787,  since  which,  and  until 
this  Winter,  the  history  and  journal  of  the  Conven- 
tion have  been  secret.  But,  in  subscribing  to  the 
authority  and  utility  of  precedents,  it  should  be  re- 
membered that  thev  are  not  lo  transcend  their  le- 
gitimate sphere.  When  a  jurisdiction,  power,  or 
authority,  is  found  oe  known  to  exist,  precedents 
are  interposed,  that  it  may  not  be  perverted  by  the 
use  of  arbitrary  discretion ;  bat  this  jurisdiction  or 
power  must  be  shown  lo  exist  before  we  admit  its 
need  of  precedents  for  its  regnhilion.  An  attempt 
is  here  made,  not  to  regulate  tlie  powers  and  busi- 
ness of  Congress  by  precedents,  but  to  derive  those 
powers  also  from  the  same  source.  If  precedents 
were  lawful  weapons  in  accomplishing  such  an 
object,  how  easy  would  be  the  task  of  sboning 
that  tbe  State  L°giGlatarei  could  pass  bankrupt 
laws,  which  they  have  always  doD^  although  ^e 
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tpreme  tribunal  has  lately  declared  a  difibrent 
opinion?  How  easy  also  might  the  obligation  of 
the  State  magistrates  and  judges  to  execute  the 
laws  of  the  Union  be  eatablished.  although  denied 
by  the  most  respectable  authorities  in  the  States? 
Indeed,  the  admission  of  precedent  as  authority  on 
such  topics  would  ripen  the  confederacy  into  that 
condition,  at  no  very  distant  period,  in  which  it 
might  be  asserted  that  the  powers  of  Congress,  like 
those  of  the  British  Parliament,  had  their  base  in 
precedent,  uid  not  in  the  grants  of  our  written 
Constitution.  I  am,  however,  wrong  in  wasting 
lime  in  exceptions  against  the  improper  use  of  pre- 
cedents; for,  with  the  admission  that  precedents 
could  as  well  have  place  in  giving  birth  to  politi- 
cal power  as  in  the  regulation  of  confessed  powers, 
the  restrictionists  will  acquire  nothing  serviceable 
to  them,  because  precedents  are  in  no  case  valuable 
Bs  considered  as  adjustments,  on  mature  delib- 
on,  of  contested  queetiona  ;  whereas,  tbe  peo- 
pie  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  IlllnDis,  having  conaenttd 
to  all  the  r^uialions  sought  for  by  Congress,  and 
those  regulations  being  called  into  existence,  as  it 
were,  by  their  request,  the  question  of  the  power  of 
Congress  was  not  disputed  or  discussed.  It  is  ad- 
mitted that  the  people  of  Missouri  are  unwilling  lo 
be  restricted,  aiuj  the  question  now  first  presents 
itsdf  as  to  our  Conxtiiutional  power  to  impose  the 
restriction  without  their  consent. 

The  view  which  1  have  submitted  suffices,  in 
my  humble  opinion,  to  show  that  tbe  position  Bv- 
sumed  by  the  restrictionists  is  not  susceptible  of 
aid  from  precedents,  and  if  it  was,  that  there  are 
no  legitimate  or  proper  precedents  to  aid  it;  and 
here  I  would  be  willing  to  rest  this  topic,  were  it 
not  for  the  strange  and  objectionable  inferences 
which  gentlemen  strive  to  deduce  from  the  ordi- 
nance of  1787,  for  the  government  of  the  territory 
northwest  of  tbe  Ohio  river.  The  fourth  section 
of  tbat  otdinanee  declares  "that  certain  ariidi^s 
shall  be  considered  as  articles  ofuauTpW-t  between 
the  original  Stales  and  the  people  and  Slates  of 
that  Territory,  and-  forever  remain  unalterable, 
unless  by  common  consent:"  and  the  lixth  article 
declares  ihat "  there  shall  be  neither  slavery  nor  in- 


people  of  Ohio,  and   the  other   States  formed  ii 
that  Territory,  from  adopting  any  provision  in- 
their  State  constitutions,  with- 


OQI  the  consent  of  Congress,  aodat  tbe  same  ti 
afforded  an  instance  ot  the  aathority  of  Congress 
thus  to  restrain  the  new  Slates.  This  aspect  of 
Ihe  ordinance  is  certainly  plausible  at  first  view, 
but  not  dangerous ;  for  the  idea  of  a  power  in  Con- 
gress not  omy  to  impose  on  the  people  of  a  State 
constitution  not  dictated  by,  or  growing  out  of 
ipact,  but  to  impose  such  arbitrary 

a  people  before  they  have  sprung 

existence,  as  was  the  case  with  regard  to  the 

then  future  or  expected  communities  of  Ohio,  In- 
diana, and  Illinois,  is  ant  to  shock  the  imagina- 
tiouj  and  stimulate  such  further  inquiry  aamast 
obviate  ibe  error. 

I  contend  tbat  the  sixth  article  of  Ifce  ordinance, 
wbaleTer  beiia  mode  of  expression,  was  temporary 


the  federal  c 
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is  its  operation,  and  onlr  intended  to  be  adopted' 
for  tbe  gorernment  of  ike  Territory  wbilat  a  ter- 
ritory, depeodeot  on  the  legislation  of  Congress, 
and  would  haTc  been  no  part  of  tbe  Slate  consti- 
tution of  Ohio,  unless  bv  the  free  adopiioD  of  the 
lieople  of  (hat  State.  To  eire  it  this  ialerpteta- 
tion  consists  boibwith  theobUgBtionsof  CongTEsa 
aiid  the  peculiar  relation  between  Coogress  and 
the  Territory.  It  will  consist,  in  Ihe  first  place, 
with  the  obligation  incurred  by  Congress  in  the 
acceptance  of  the  cession  of  the  territory  from  Vir 
nnia,  tbe  deed  of  ceasiou  having  provided  that  the 
Slates  to  be  formed  in  the  Territory  should  be  dis- 
tinct, republican  Stales,  and  admitted  members  of 
tbe  federal  Union,  having  the  same  rights  of  sor- 
ereijcnty,  freedom,  and  independence,  as  the  other 
States,  which  they  would  not  hare,  unless  permit- 
ted to  govern  themselves  in  all  respects  where  not 
mtraiaed  by  the  federal  oUigation,  1  say,  in  the 
aecond  place,  that  the  interpretation  I  give  best 
eonsi*ts  with  the  relations' wnich  existed  between 
Congress  and  the  Territory;  for  the  communities 
forming  in  Ihe  Territory,  being  destined  for  free 
States,  and  C<H^ress  having  only  a  temporary 
power  over  the  Territory,  it  was  not  presumable 
that  Congress,  in  such  circumstances,  could  desire 
to  make  ^n  everlasting  regulation — no,  not  even 
by  the  consent  of  the  people,  who  were  not  then  in 
being,  or  in  a  condition  to  do  any  thing  which 
would  bind  the  future  people  of  the  connlry,  as- 


Permit  me  now,  sir.  to  beg  a  more  parlieali 
eiamination  of  the  orainance  of  1787,  and  a  vie 
of  its  parts  in  their  just  distribution.    The  ordi- 
nance comprehends — 

Isl.  A  constitution  and  bill  of  rights ; 

3dly.  Provisions  for  the  creation  of  new  States; 

3dly.  A  reeognilion  of  the  mutual  interests  and 
rclatioas  whic^  shall  subsist  between  tbe  aew- 
Slateaaiid  CofigreH. 

The  Grit  iwo  parts,  the  canstitution  and  bill  of 
tights,  and  the  provisions  for  (he  birth  of  new 
States,  were  intended  as  temporary  regulations. 
The  third,  or  the  part  in  relation  to  the  respective 
ormutuai  interests  of  Congress  and  the  new  Stales, 
was  to  remain  perpetual. 

1st.  The  ordinance  comprehends  a  ccastitutiou 
and  bill  of  rights.  The  constitution  is  found  in 
the  erection  of  a  Territorial  government.  In  pre- 
scribing the  respective  departments  of  that  gov- 
vnment,  as  that  there  shall  be  a  Governor,  to  be 
appointed  by  Congreca,  who  should  have  toe  ap- 
pomdoent  of  magistrates  and  civil  officers:  that 
there  should  be  a  Qeneial  Assembly,  to  be  elected 
by  the  free  white  male  inhabitants  of  the  counties 
and  townships,  to  serve  for  the  term  of  two  years; 
that  (here  should  be  a  Legidative  Council,  to  con- 
•bt  of  a  certain  number,  and  appointed  as  therein 
prescribed ;  that  Ihe  Council  and  General  Assem- 
Uy  should  have  legislative  powers,  subject,  how- 
ever, to  the  negative  of  the  Croveroor  ;  that  (here 
should  be  a  secre(ary,  judges,  4bc.;  that  there  should 
be  no  law  affecting  private  contracts,  nor  contrary 
to  the  ordinance,  &,c.  Here,  then,  we  have  a  Ter- 
ritorial govonment,  with  legislative,  executive, 
and  judiciary  powers;  but  tbe  ordinance  aSbrds 


mdTe.  The  framers  of  this  Toritorial  eonsiito- 
tioD  were  men  fashioned  after  the  manners  and 
notions  of  our  English  aoceston,  who  have  alwxys 
conceived  thatagrant  orrecMnition  of  legislative 
power  should  be  occompanira  by  a  nuiffita  charto, 
or  bill  of  rights,  declaratory  of  certain  fundamen- 
tal principles,  by  which  those  intrusted  with  such 
important  power  should  be  guided.  They  there- 
fore furnish  in  the  ordinance  a  hill  of  rights,  which, 
like  similar  declarations  theretofore  adopted  by 
many  of  the  States,  was  an  imitation  of  the  de- 
claiations  ofmoffiia  cbarta  and  of  the  bill  of  rights 
of  the  first  year  of  WUliam  and  Mary.  We  ac- 
cordingly find  it  provided  that  the  people  shall  bt 
entitled  to  the  haoeas  corpus,  trial  by  jury,  re^ic- 
seotation,  judicial  proceedings  according  to  the 
course  of  the  common  law;  that  bail  shoidd  be 
allowed,  fines  be  moderate,  crael  or  unosnaj  pun- 
ishments not  inflicted ;  that  no  man  ahonld  be  de- 
prived of  liberty  or  property  but  by  the  judgment 
of  his  peers  or  tne  laws  of  the  land,  &c. 

3d.  The  ordinance  has  provisions  for  the  erea* 
tion  of  new  States,  which  are  found  in  the  fifth 
article,  prescribing  the  time  and  circnmstances  in 
which  the  new  Slates  should  be  formed. 

3d.  Tbe  ordinance  contains  a  recognition  of 
certain  relations  of  interest  between  the  Genaial 
Government  and  the  new  States,  which  is  found  in 
the  4th  article,  and  were  intended  to  remain  pes- 
petual.  But  an  examination  of  the  provisions  of 
the  4th  article  (which  all  will  e^ree  was  to  be 
perpetual)  will  prove  tbe  just  caution  of  Congress 
in  abstaining  from  all  pretence  of  binding  those 
people  after  the  period  designed  for  their  emanci- 

Sation.  For  thei«  perpetual  provisions  are  mere 
eclaratioos  of  the  obvious  riahis  and  oUigaiiaos 
which  would  at  all  eveotji  have  governed  their 
muWal  relations,  if  not  inserted  in  the  ordinance, 
althoDgh  expressed  to  remove  doubts  and  give  as- 
surances to  those  who  might  feel  concerned;  such 
as,  that  the  new  State  should  forever  remain  a  part 
of  the  Confederacy  ;  that  the  inhabitants  should 
contribute  their  portion  of  the  nalionsl  debt ;  that 
the  ttew  States  should  not  interfere  with  the  pri- 
mary disposal  of  the  soil,  or  tax  (he  lands  of  the 
United  Stales  ;  the  clause  also  declaring  that  the 


of  the  S 

That  BO  much  of  the  ordinance  as  I  have  desig- 
nated under  my  second  head,  which  prescribes  the 
time  and  manner  in  which  the  new  States  shall  be 
formed,  was  intended  to  be  Mmporary,  and  es|Hre 
with  its  execution,  whenever  Ihe  territory  became 
competent  to  form  a  State  government,  will  not 
be  questioned. 

That  so  much  of  the  orttiinance  contained  under 
my  first  division  as  created  a  conslitntiop  for  the 
territorial  government,  was  only  intended  asa  tem- 
porary provision,  is  also  evident,  as  no  one  will 
contend  (hat  the  territorial  cocslituiion  and  depart- 
ments could  continuea^er  the  formation  of  a  State 
constitution  and  gorernment,  That  so  much  of 
the  ordinance  (arranged  also  under  my  first  head) 
BE  is  resolvable  into  a  bill  of  rights,  is  temporary 
with  regard  to  duration,  would  seem  to  follow  the 
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BdminioD  that  the  territorial  coBslitution  wm  tdn- 

ErEuy,  especially  if  1  am  right  in  supposing  ^as  I 
Te  done)  that  tke  object  and  use  ol'  the  bill  of 
ri|;ht«  was  a  declaration '  for  greater  certainty  of 
the  great  priaciples  -which  was  to  gvreni  the  ex- 
Hreise  of  the  powere  mnted  by  the  conslitution. 
The  bill  of  ri^htE  wo«ud  then  ooly  retain  its  being, 
whikt  the  constitutioo,  to  which  it  is  a  predicate, 
ivmained  in  fore^  which  would  of  coarse  be  during 
the  coniitLUSDce  of  the  territorial  goTcmment,  and 
DO  longer.  But,  »s  ray  immediate  object  now  ia 
to  arrive  at  the  resalt  that  the  bill  of  rights  wis 
not  binding  on  the  people  of  Ohio  after  the  com' 
fexeacy  la  form  a  State  conslitutioa,  my  purpose 
Will  bt  as  well  accomplished  by  the  su^eslion  of 
an  idea  not  so  intimately  connected  with  durstion. 

Bills  ofti^t,  or  declarations  of  right,  have  been 
reawted  to  by  our  ancestors,  to  secure  themselres 
agaiiut  the  abuse  or  oppressioo  of  legislative  or 
executive  ouiheritieH.  They  were  the  bonds  of  the 
aovatiga,  held  by  the  people,  as  a  fence  against 
him.  They  conferred'  no  legislatiTe  or  eiecutire 
powers;  but,  as  tar  as  they  operated,  constrained 
those  powers.  They  diflcrcd  from  our  modwn 
American  constitutions,  as  an  imperfect  does  from 
a  perfect  right  or  obligation,  or  as  a  moral  obliga' 
tion  is  different  from  a  l^aL  obligation;  for  if  the 
bill  of  rights  was  transcended,  the  excess  was  ; 
morally -WTDDg ;  but,  if  the  constitution  be  traDS- 
cended,  its  legial  operation  is  felt  by  anDolling  the 
Rceas  of  authority. 

As  a  bill  of  rignt»  imposes  no  obligation,  except 
on  the  GoTeinment,  none  other  can  violate  it.  The 
people  can  violate  no  obligation  in  relation  to  it, 
for  they  are  under  no  such  obligation.  It  is  a 
schedule  of  their  rightB,  not  of  their  duties ;  those 
rights  which  our  aire  esters  were  u»eO  to  say  "doifa 
appertain  to  the  people  of  this  realm,"  Who  ever 
heard  of  the  people  being  bound  by  a  bill  of  righto  1 

Gentlemen  will  have  observed  that  the  threefold 
division  to  which  J  have  resorted  is  sufficient  to 
comprehend  the  whole  of  the  ordinance  of  1787  ; 
and  we  have  only  to  inqnite  to  which  of  the  three 
reneetive  heads  is  the 6 ih article,  inhibiting  slavery, 
reterable.  It  is  not  referable  to  the  third  head, 
which  comprehends  those  interests,  claims,  and 
oUigBtions,  which  arise  out  of  the  relations  between 
Ccmgress  and  the  new  States.  The  obligation  to 
discliai^e  a  portion  of  the  federal  debt,  to  exempt 
public  lands  from  taxation,  and  open  the  navigable 
riveia  to  the  whole  continent,  ftc,  were  objects 
affecting  the  permanent  relations  to  the  General 
Oovernment :  but  whether  slavery  should  exist  in 
that  country, like  tbeprovisions  of  toe  habeascorpus, 
jury  trial,  dbc.,only  concerned  that  temporary  con- 
nexion springing  from,  and  consequently  expiring 
with,  the  territorial  dependency. 

I  have,  moreover,  shown,  that,  in  adjusting  all 
other  relations  of  interest  and  obligation  between 
Congress  and  the  new  States,  (which  class  of  pro- 
visions I  admitted  to  be  perpetual,)  Congress  con- 
fined themselves  to  a  mere  declaration  or  recogni- 
tion of  rights  and  duties;  which  would  have  existed 
although  the  ordinance  had  been  silent.  If,  there- 
fore, the  6th  article,  containing  a  new  and  author- 
itative mandate,  be  forced  in  the  mdm  class,  it 


would  fiimi^  a  roaoifesl 
bitien  of  slavery  has  no  ccmnexionwith  the  second 
division  of  the  ordinance,  which  only  reeulates  the 
creation  of  new  States.  Bat  the  first  head  com- 
prehends the  inhibition.  It  is  either  a  part  of  the 
constitution  or  of  the  toll  of  rights  found  in  the 
ordinance,  nor  is  it  material  which ;  for,  if  it  be  a 
clause  of  the  constitution,  its  opa'ation  was  to  re- 
stain  the  territorial  legislature  from  the  toleration 
of  slavery,  and  expred  with  the  government  to 
which  it  gave  limits.  But,  if  it  is  tg  be  considered 
a  portion  of  the  bill  of  rights,  it  expired  with  the 
extinction  of  the  powen  to  which  it  was  annexed 
as  a  restraint,  whether  we  are  to  look  for  t^oae 
powers  in  the  territorial  government,  or  in  the 
temporary  authority  of  Congress  to  l^islate  over 
the  country  in  its  territorial  grade,  and,  indeed,  as 
an  article  of  the  bill  of  rights,  never  had  any  force 
against  the  people  themselves. 

The  preamble  to  the  articles  in  the  ordinance 
expresses  the  motives  to  be^  for  extending  the  fun- 
damental [vinciples  of  civil  and  religious  liberty, 
which  form  the  boais  whereon  these  republics, 
their  laws,  and  constitutions,  are  erected ;  to  fix 
and  establish  thoae  principles  as  the  basis  of  all 
laws,  constitutions,  and  governments,  which  for- 
ever hereafter  shall  be  formed  in  the  territory,  &e. 
And  this  preamUe,  which  good  men  might  call  a 
declaretioD  of  the  sense  of  Coagresa  on  the  funda- 
mental, rights  of  a  people  who  stood  there  in  the 
^rade  of  colonists;  which  bad  men  would  denom- 
inate a  mere  fionrish ;  and  which,  at  all  events, 
was  not  intended  to  have  any  effect,  as  it  contains 
nothing  like  an  raacting  clause  or  precept;  has, 
nevertheless,  been  pressed  into  the  service  of  our 
opponents,  as  a  proof,  that  the  articles  of  the  ordi- 
nance, thus  prefaced,  became  part  of  the  constilu- 
tioBs  of  the  States  to  be  thereafter  formed  in  the 
territory  by  a  peo^de  who,  as  yet,  had  no  existence. 
The  Congnta  poeaessiug  but  a  limited  and  tem- 
porary authority,  mi^teiertUllllW— Ihaittf  Wfm 
exalted  end  commendable  views,  or,  indeed,  might 
form  an  expectation  that  its  temporary  authority 
could  be  so  exercised,  during  the  infancy  of  the 
western  settlement,  as  to  incite  moral  sentimaits 
and  habits  in  the  people,  calculated,  in  the  end,  to 
produce  a  relish  for  matitutions  wnich  were  con- 
sidered desirable  by  men  of  fashion  in  the  politi- 
cal world.  But  Congress  knew,  that  it  could  Dot, 
in  the  exercise  of  its  most  enlai^^  powers,  paas 
laws  to  be  irrevocable  by  its  successors,  mucn  less 
by  the  peoide  in  convention.  Congress,  daring 
the  colonial  condition  of  the  territories,  claimed 
and  exercised  the  power  of  changing  or  modifying 
the  constitutions  of  the  territorial  government^ 
instances  of  which  are  found  in  the  acts  of  Feb- 
ruary 26th,  1808  ;  March  3d,  1811;  and  Ma^SOth, 
1812.  It  was,  therefore,  politic  to  afford  emigrants 
an  assurance  that  no  change  of  constitution  should 
be  made,  except  on  the  basis  of  certain  princij^es. 
This  assurance  is  givra  by  Congreas,  being  one 
party,  and  was  oHigatory  on  that  party.  The 
preamble  speaka  of  Taws  and  constitntions,  con- 
sidering them  as  synonymous.  It  immediately 
follows  the  constitution  made  by  Con^^reaa  for  the 
territory,  and  evidently  had  no  rdatioa  to  Sute 
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coQEtitutioos,  for  lite  contemplate^  States  are  not 
referred  to  in  the  preamble,  nor  had  they  been 
mentioned  in  any  pTevious  pari  of  the  ordinance. 
the  preamble  declares  that  theai-ticles  of  theordi- 
naoce  shall  remaJD  unalterable  forev^,  unless  by 
common  consent.  Yes,  forever,  if  you  please ;  for 
there  ace  rights  and  interests  depending  on  the 
force  and  oolieation  of  the  temporary  laws  of 
Congress,  which  must  live  forever ;  «uch  are  the 
grants  of  land,  and  promises  of  public  advantajtes 
to  the  iahabhants.  But  with  whom  did  Congress 
make  this  compact  of  several  articles  7  The  ordi- 
nance answers  the  question:  "With  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  territory,  and  the  future  States  to 
be  foirned  therein,"  for  so  it  says.  Such  of  the 
povisiouB,  then,  as,  from  their  nature,  could  only 
be  applicable  to  the  territory,  and  such  as  were  ex- 
presgAr  applied  by  Congress  only  to  the  territory, 
would,  of  necessity,  expire  when  the  terrttoiial 
government  should  ceaie  to  exist,  whilst  such  pro- 
visions as  were  applicable  to  ^c  future  States 
would  remain.  An  attention  to  the  phraseology 
of  the  articles  of  the  ordinance,  sufficiently  man- 
iCesI,  in  the  recital  of  the  successive  provisions, 
which  are  applicable  to  the  territory  and  wbich 
to   the   States.      Thus,   the  clause  requiring  the 

Kyment  of  a  poicioD  of  the  federal  debt  of  the 
lion,  expresEly  speaks  of  the  people  of  the  ter- 
ritory, and  also  of  the  new  Slates.  The  inhibi- 
tion against  inierfcting  in  the  disposal  of  the  soil, 
not  only  speaks  of  the  territorial  ^vernmeot,  but 
of  the  new  Stales.  In  the  recognition  of  the  sub- 
jection of  the  people  to  the  old  Confederacy  of 
the  Union,  not  only  the  territory,  but  the  States  to 
be  formed  ihereip,  are  spoken  oi.  But,  turn  to  the 
provisions  of  articles  of  the  ordinance  whicb  I  have 
insisted  are  temporary,  and  in  the  nature  of  a  bill 
of  rights,  and  mark  the  difference  in  phraseology. 
As  when  the  habeas  orjius,  jury  trial,  &c.,  are 
aecured,  and  excessive  bliil,  cruel  punishment,  i&c., 
prohibited,  the  inbabilanta  of  the  territory  are  only 
mentioned  i  not  a  word  is  there  said  of  new  States. 
Turn,  also,  to  the  6lh  article  which  inhibits  sla- 
very ;  it  spealts  of  the  territory,  and  says  not  a  syl- 
lable of  new  Statex. 

I  have  not  intended  to  dwell  upon  other  objects 
connected  with  this  question,  because,  bsiug  con- 
vinced that  Congress  has  no  power  to  impose  the 
reitriction,  and  that,  if  it  haa  power,  a  reference 
to  the  faiu  of  solemn  obligations  would  compel 
us  to  negative  the  present  attempt,  it  would  seem 
■uperflnous,  if  not  idle,  to  travel  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  the  measurp.  But,  if  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  and  the  French  Treaty  are  bo|h 
in  favor  of  the  power  you  nowattempl  to  exercise, 
it  would  remain  for  the  friends  of  this  Govern- 
ment to  decide  on  the  policy  of  restraining  the 
liberty  of  the  people  and  States,  by  a  too  copious 
ase  of  powers  which  have  hitherto  b?en  dormant. 
Any  attempt  to  reform  the  manners  or  character 
of  the  people,  by  extirpalinj;  slavery,  or  by  other 
means,  will,  at  any  time,  be  found  a  task,  the  per- 
formance of  whicb  will  brin;;  us  into  collision 
with  long  rooted  prejudices,  as  well  as  local  jral- 
Ousies,  and  must  draw  the  Government  from  that 
lofty  and  impartial  inland  which  it  ought  to  sustain 


as  the  arbiter  of  differences  between  the  reapectira 

States. 

Is  there  not  as  great  danger  to  this  GovernmeDt 
itself,  from  the  intemperate  use  of  Constitutional 
powers,  as  from  the  infraction  of  tbat  instrument? 
The  first  abuse  must  be  borne,  until  its  continu- 
ance engenders  against  government  a  spirit  of  dis- 
tififtf  or  indeed  enmity,  whilst  the  last  is  apt  to  be 
corrected  eitht^  by  the  judiciary,  or  a  full  investi- 
gation of  the  Constitution.  The  Old  Congress, 
in  adopting  the  ordinance  for  the  government  of 
the  Northwest  Territory,  were  tempted  by  mor&l 
cousideTation&  in  relation  to  slavery,  which  can 
have  no  weight  with  us,  fw  Congress  having  now 
the  undoubtM  rif  hi  to  prohibit  the  importation  of 
slaves,  can,  by  the  due  exercise  of  that  right,  make 
it  immaterial  (on  the  score  of  the  increase  of  sla- 
very,) whether  slaves  are  removed  to  the  new,  <w 
retained  in  the  old  States.  But  the  Stales  under 
the  old  Confederation,  had  a  right  to  import  slave* 
from  Africa  or  elsewhere:  ana  the  Congress,  by 
shotting  the  Western  market  against  their. admis- 
sion, exercised  its  only  mean  of  retarding  the  in- 
crease of  slaves  in  the  country. 

A  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Ser- 
QEtUT)  says  the  inhibition  of  slavery  in  the  terri- 
torial ordinance  was  the  result  of  compromise.  He 
has,  howeverj  failed  to  prove  this  assertion;  nor 
can  I  conceive  how  the  inhibition  could  have 
sprung  from  compromise,  or  how  the  gentleman 
would  aid  his  side  of  the  question  by  making  it  a 
compromise.  What  was  compromised?  If  it 
was  a  concession  on  the  part  of  Virginia,  or  the 
South,  what  was  the  equivalent  received  by  the 
South  7  Virginia  had  previously  prohibited  the 
importation  of  slaves,  but  inasmuch  as  she  could 
not  prevent  their  importation  by  other  States,  she 
was  willing  to  les.'^n  the  demand  for  them.  Vir- 
gioia,  always  since  1699,  has  evinced  her  anxiety 
to  abrogate  the  slave  trade,  and  exerted  herBeU 
most  to  prohibit  the  trade  at  a  time  when  Poin- 
sylvania  and  other  States,  now  so  forward  in  es- 
tablishing restriction  on  Missouri,  did  not  discour- 
age, but  rather  promoted  the  importation  of  slaves. 
In  the  seoond  year  of  George  II.,  and  during 
several  years  thereafter,  whilst  Virginia  impiraed 
as  heavy  a  duty  on  the  importation  of  slaves  as 
the  Crown,  influenced  as  it  was  by  the  British 
merchants,  would  permit,  with  a  view  to  a  prohi- 
bition of  the  trade,  Pennsylvania  imposed  a  duty, 
which,  reduced  to  an  ad  valorem  impost,  did  not 
exceed  about  four  per  c!<oIum,  by  which  means 
this  province  had  a  traasil  duty  on  Virginia  slaves, 
and  eventually  kept  the  trade  open  between  Africa 
and  the  country  south  of  Susquehanna,  notwith- 
standing the  struggle  of  Virginia  against  it. 

It  is  insisted  that  the  admission  of  slaves  in 
Missouri  and  the  West  will  o|ien  a  wide  market 
aod  encourage  the  smuggling  of  foreign  slaves,  in 
violation  of  the  laws  of  the  Union.  We  should 
be  sure  of  the  truth  of  this  anticipatiou  before  we 
act  on  its  basis,  and,  even  when  assured  of  its 
truth,  it  would  furnish  but  an  eccentric  excuse  for 
legislation,  in  which  we  would  sUcgc  our  own 
imbecility  and  incompetency  to  prevent  en  illicit 
trade,  by  ordinary  means,  as  an  apology  for  meas- 
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urea  of  extraordiDary  incoDTenieoce  and  embar- 
rassmeni  to  the  Souihera  section  of  the  Union. 
But,  will  ii  be  pretended  th«  this  Qo?ernmeiit  is 
incompetent  to  prohibit  the  slsTe  trade,  unless  hy 
these  mtriciions  on  States?  None  are  authorized 
to  assume  that  position  until  he  shall  hare  shown 
that  [he  other  and  ordinary  powers  of  ihe  Go»em- 
ment  have  been  exhausted  without  oaring  the  evJL 
Although  Oorerament  has  done  something,  it  has 
by  no  means  done  its  utmost  to  prohibit  the  trade, 
I  had  the  honor  last  year  to  submit  a  proposal  to 
punish  those  engaged  in  the  slave  trade  with  death ; 
and,  aflbough  the  proposition  was  adopted  in  this 
House,  it  wait  rejected  in  the  Senate.  Two  years 
sincej  when  genilemeD  objected  against  the  bill  for 
the  recovery  of  fugitive  slaves  that  it  might  afford 
a  cover  for  kidnapping,  I  submitted,  in  connexion 
with  that  bill,  a  section  ioflicting  the  punishment 
of  death  on  the  offence  of  Aidnapping.  But  that 
pnniahment  was  thought  too  severe;  and  the 
Hon«e,  OB  the  motion  of  a  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont, struck  out  the  capital  puniahraeul,  and  in- 
■eriea  two  or  three  years  impfisonment.  The 
■lavebolding  Slate  of  Vir^nia  has  made  kidnap- 

Sing  a  capital  offence,  whilst  gentlemen  from  the 
lorth,  who  abhor  slavery,  cannot  be  brooght  to 
Sunish  that  offence  otherwise  than  as  a  trivial  mis- 
emeonor.  The  laws  of  the  Union  to  prohibit  the 
importation  of  slaves  have  generally  left  their 
whole  efficacy  to  the  rigilance  and  virtue  of  com- 
mon informers,  who  wguld  seldom  be  found  to 
carry  prosecutions  to  a  termination  in  sections  of 
the  country  where  the  slave  trade  was  not  unpop- 
ular. Under  same  of  our  laws  the  trade  itself  was 
CBTiied  on;  one  of  the  Southern  States  having 
carried  the  sale  and  detention  in  slavery  of  a  great 
number  of  imported  Africans,  under  the  express 
provisions  of  an  act  of  Congress.  Indeed,  we 
were  informed  last  year  bv  ibe  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  the  slave  trade,  that  the  imporistion 
of  slaves  had  been  found  profitable,  even  bv  suf- 
fering the  laws  of  Congress  to  be  executed,  and 
submitting  to  the  judgment  of  the  court  in  prose- 
cntiont  under  them.  We  are  not  entitled  to  talk 
of  the  inefficaey  of  our  ordinary  powers,  or  from 
hence  to  infer  on  authority  to  ourselves  Incorapnt- 
ible  with  the  interests  of  many  of  the  States,  until 
we  shall  have  fully  exercised  those  powers,  and 
cured  the  defects  of  our  past  legislation. 

When  Mr.  Pihoali.  nad  conclnded,  the  Com- 
mitiee  rose,  and  the  House  adjoumed. 

MoNDAV,  Felffuary  14. 

Mr.  SansuNT  pretiented  a  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, suggesting  many  alterations  u  the  existing 
tariff  of  duties  on  imports,  and  recommending  an 
increase  of  the  duties  on  French  brandies  and 
silks,  and  that  the  duties  on  the  wines  of  Spain 
and  Portugal  may  be  reduced :  which  memorial 
was  refared  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Ramiin  presented  a.  memorial  of  James 
Wilkinson,  late  a  major  general  in  Ihe  Army  of 
the  United  States,  detailing  his  services  and  suiEer- 
iBgl  in  the  cause  of  his  cooolty,  from  the  < 


mencement  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution  to  the 
close  of  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  pray- 


costs  of  suit^  recovered  against  him  by  General 
John  Adair,  in  consequence  of  his  having  arrested 
the  said  Adait  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  in  the 
year  1806,  on  a  charge  of  his  being  concerned  in 
the  alleged  conspiracy  of  Aaron  Burr ;  which  was 
referred  to  a  select  committee.  And  Mr.  Rahkin, 
Mr.  Van  Rehsbelaeh,  Mr.  RmoaoLn,  Mr.  Stri>- 
TUEB,  andMr.  Abcber  of  Maryland,  were  appoint- 
ed the  said  committee. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  Bod  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  year  1830 ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  commitlcd  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to 
which  is  committed  the  bit!  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  Navy  during  the  year  1B20. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Anthony  S.  Delisle, 
Edward  B.  Dudley^  and  John  M.  Van  Cleef,"  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment,  and  the  ))iU 
was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  ti>- 


Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  committee,  also  re- 
ported the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  the  President,  Directors,  and 
Company,  of  the  Merchants'  Bank  of  Newport,  in 
Rhode  Island,"  without  amendment;  and  the  hill 
was  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  last 
appointed. 

TBADB  WITH  THE  INDIANS. 

Mr.  SoDTBABD,  from  the  Committee  on  Indiu 
Affairs,  reported  a  hill  to  continue  in  force,  for  • 
funbec  time,  (until  the  3d  of  March,  1B21,)  the  act 
establishing  trading-houses  with  the  Indian  tribes; 
which,  being  read  twice — 

Mr.  S-  ot^erved,  that,  as  the  bill  contained  n» 
appropriation,  and  as  the  act  which  it  jaropaaed  to 
continue  in  force  would  expire  on  the  nrst  of  next 
month,  he  moved  that  the  bill  be  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Walkbb,  of  North  Carolina,  mored  that 
the  bill  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 

Mr.  SonxHABn  could  see  no  reason  for  its  taking 
this  course.  As  he  had  observed,  the  act  would 
expire  on  tbe  first  dav  of  March.    If  this  bill  v 


the  day.  This  delay  would  allow  the  act  to  ex- 
pire, which  would  be  very  injurious  to  the  pnUie 
mt^eat,  as  it  would  derakge  the  whole  of  tne  ex- 
isting system  of  Indian  Dade,  dtc. ;  and  unless  the 
genueman  from  North  Carolina  had  some  new 
system  prepared,  or  sane  changes  to  propoac^  it 
would  be  useless  to  retard  the  present  bill,  and  pKK 


duee  the  li 


d  confusion  which  would  eofiw 


if  the  existing  act  wnre  to  expire  iritbout  timdy 
l^slation,  Ac. 

Mr.  Walker's  motion  wu  rejected  by  n  It^ 
majority.    He  then  mored  that  Ute  btU  be  laid  oa 
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the  table;  which  motion  was  lo«l — ayes  10 — abd 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  I' 


THE  MlsaODRI  BILL. 

The  Hoose  then  acaiQ  went  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  oa  this  bifl. 

Mr.  CcBHiuN  addressed  tiie  Chair  as  followti: 

Mr.  ChairmoD :  1  lise,  aot  with  the  expectation 
ofgiviBg  any  Dew  ligbl,  but,  as  a  represeaUtive 
of  tiie  people,  to  a^uaiat  them  with  the  reasons 
which  will  infiueaee  the  Tole  whicb  I  shall  give. 
The  geDtlemen  who  hsTC  preceded  me  have  en- 
tered deeply  into  the  subject;  1  shall  but  touch  od 
the  surface.  They  to  &els  added  embellishment ; 
I  come  before  you  with  a  plain,  imvaraished  tale. 
They  gave  you  a  Eumptaoas  feast  of  substantial 
viands;  mine  is  the  humbler  office  lo  regale  you 
with  ttw  whi^  and  tarts,  and  the  lighter  matenals 
of  the  entertammenL  Those  ^entlanen  havecon- 
deaaed  their  ar^ments;  I  must  be  indulged  in  a 
decent  range.  They  address  you  from  the  fuUness 
of  their  ivt^lectaal  funds;  I  profess  to  have  i»e- 
meditated.  They,  by  mingling  the  pleasant  with 
the  useful,  carried  off  every  vole;  I,  superficial  in 
matter,  and  barren  of  facts^  shall  think  myself 
happy  to  obtain  a  solitary  sofirage. 

I  rose,  sir,  with  diffidence,  and  I  almost  repent 
the  rashness  of  the  attempt  to  mix  in  the  debate. 
With  a  sensibiUly  tuiprotected.  1  have  entered  the 
combat  with  the  Goliahn  of  the  Capitol,  clad  as 
tboy  are  in  heavy  armor,  and  defended  by  coats  of 
mall.  To  their  ponderous  laaces  and  massy  spears, 
I  hare  no  weapons  to  oppose  but  my  stone  and 
sling,  my  arrow  and  bow.  I  seek  honorable  war- 
fare; and  this,  Aom  the  generous  and  gallant 
■pirit  of  my  antagonists,  I  am  sure  to  receive.  If, 
at  any  time,  I  stuuld  draw  my  bow  at  a  venture, 
as  arrow  hurled  by  my  feeble  arm  can  nevn 
wmud  any  King  ia  Israel. 

With  the  eml»riassments  which  are  incident  to 
^  occasion.  1  min^e  regret  I  regret  that  one  of 
my  honotabie  colleagues  should  have  exerted  so 
mnch  of  his  iogenutty  on  a  cause  viewed  by  his 
oonitiCaents  and  mine  with  emotions  not  the  most 
complacent.  With  this  regret  mingles  astonish- 
ment. I  am  astonished  that  he  shcoild  labor  Co 
hfand  an  attempt,  as  wise  as  it  is  patriotic^  to  pre- 
vent the  further  extension  of  slavery  wiih  infamv; 
Ant^  to  reader  d^s  attempt  peculiarly  odious,  ne 
ahonld  liken  it  to  certain  proceedings  in  the  Elast, 
lahich,  to  say  the  least,  were  as  injudicious  as 
^cy  were  abortive;  but,  in  his  oinnion,  fraught 
wiln  the  most  deleterious  mischiefs.  My  worthy 
eoUeague,  as  well  as  mjself,  was  born  near  the 
place  where,  as  he  &cetiously  sbted,  the  pilgrims 
wreed  to  be  "governed  by  the  laws  of  Qod  till 
(hey  could  make  better."*  I  believe,  sir,  the  laws 
of  God  are  still  in  force  in  the  place  to  which  he 
dlsded,  and  that  they  still  have  influence  on  the 
Imrts  and  lives  of  the  drseendanis  of  those  pA- 
grims.  His  aDcestors,  as  well  as  mine,  were  at- 
ttchad,  sincerely  atuched,  to  the  vital  principles 

'    *  Mr.  Holmss  *n>lM,  by  rnktske,  this  limph  in- 
oentfatanoy  to  th«  FaAers  of  PI;nMith. 


of  liberty  and  the  equal  rif^ia  of  man.  Tb«y  lave 
justice  and  humanity,  as  well  as  truth,  a  ni^ 
rank  among  the  social  virtues. 

Should  we  depart  from  their  principles  of  lib' 
eriy  and  of  rectitude,  thai  spirits  would  be  uneasy 
in  the  abodes  of  the  blessed ;  they  would  regard  us 
with  the  emotions  of  indignation,  and  be  troubled 
at  the  degeneracy  of  their  sons. 

It  is,  sir,  painful  to  me  to  remember  that  my 
native  State  has  erred.  I  can  derive  no  coosol*.'- 
tion  irom  exposing  to  public  view  her  aberrations. 
It  is  not  decorous  m  a  son  to  behoU  the  oahednese 
of  a  father.  It  is  filial  to  turn  bis  back  on  parental 
failiegs,  or  approach  with  reverence,  and  cover 
them  over  with  some  well-wron^t  veil,  I  cannot 
view  with  complacency  any  attempts,  from  what- 
ever quarter,  to  desrade  MasaaohusellB  in  the  esti- 
mation of  the  public. '  Indulge  me,  sir,  in  an  ex- 
pression of  respecC  What  I  shall  say  will  be  but 
a  short  episode  connected  with  the  principal  sub- 
ject. Massachusetts,  sir,  is  the  place  of  my  birdi. 
There  are  the  sepulchres  of  my  fathers,  for  six  gear 
crations.  There  is  my  atnta  vtatar. 
\  "  CcnlUBi  comidKis  nepDlca, 

^Oaa«i  c«lioolu,  Mnnei  lupera  sits  tentolM." 

■Fhere  did  I  spend  the  halcyon  days  of  youth  in 
acquu'ing,asItnistjEomeusefalknowledge.  There, 
in  company  with  kmdred  spiritSj  I  have  enjoyed  the 
"  feast  of  reason  and  theflowof  soul."  And  thare 
have  I  fanned  some  of  the  purest  friendshijts  which 
the  heart  owns  and  the  understanding  ratifies. 

Massachusetts  has  much  to  command  the  respect 
and  afleclton  of  all  her  descendants.  The  CSoddets 
of  Liberty,  if  not  born  there — thereshewas  rocked 
in  the  cradle.  Thereshe  received  her  nourishment. 
Thae  she  attained  her  fair  proportions,  her  har- 
mony of  features,  and  her  elegance  of  stature ;  her 
beauty  of  countenance,  its  expression  and  bloom- 
There  she  unfolded  her  charms.  There  she  held 
her  seat  with  the  emblems  of  her  state,  the  ensisos 
,  of  her  power.  There  were  her  arms — there  ner 
chariot,  her  sceptre,  and  her  crown.  There  she 
still  rules,  in  the  hearts  of  an  enlisbtened  people, 
who  acknowledge,  with  gTBtitnde,  the  wisdom,  the 
justice,  and  the  oeneficence  of  her  reign.  Time 
was,  when  Massachusetts  stood  so  high  in  the  es- 
tiination  of  the  States,  that  no  one  &re  menttcoi 
her  name  but  wiili  honor.  In  statesmen,  patriots, 
and  sages,  she  might  vie  with  any  State  in  the 
Union.  If  Virginia  bad  her  Wihhimoton  in  the 
field,  Massachusetts  bad  her  AoAMS  in  negotiation. 
Not  is  our  country  mote  indebted  for  her  independ- 
ence to  the  martial  achievements  of  the  one,  though 
glorious,  than  to  ibe  diplomatic  skill  and  firmness 
of  the  olber,  equally  glorious.  Massaehusetu,  sir, 
has  not  lost  all  her  original  brightness.  The  recent 
■pots  on  her  character  ought  to  disappear  in  the 
sfJendor  of  her  former  renown. 

In  advocating  the  claims  of  Missouri,  argumenlt 
have  been  addressed  to  our  sympathy.  At  the 
word  sympathy  I  mta  my  attenlion  to  uie  extreme 
east  Hiae  iSaiaaryma — there  I  behold  matter  for 
.  tears.  Maine !  ill-fated  Maine  1  The  story  of  her 
woes  would  make  the  angels  weep  I  Yet  there 
are  those  who,  owing  to  her  favor  their  honor* 
and  station,  aeem  to  be  unmoved  at  her  misfoRiuet^ 
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Wrapped  up  in  naireml  p&triotum,  they  find  no 
room  m  their  breasts  for  partial  attachment ;  and, 
insmsible  to  real  sofietings,  ruerTe  all  their  tnirs 
for  iceaei  of  fictitious  diEtress.  I  sec  nothing  more 
b  the  wild  feies  *  of  Missouri,  than  the  grazing 
animals  of  Maine,  to  move  our  sympathy,  except 
their  sagacity  Bjid  art. 

It  is  not  my  design,  sir,  as  I  proceed,  to  avail 
mytelf  of  the  muiliary  of  religion  or  conscience  in 
my  cause.  Under  the  specious  garb  of  religion, 
much  that  is  evil  has  been  dcHie  to  the  world.  And 
etuncience  is  s  convenient  hobby-horse,  on  which, 
when  the  politician  in  mounted,  he  asually  ascends 
so  high  into  the  erial  regions,  that  he  lose»  sight 
of  airiaTestriat  objects.  Not  by  the  fioating  no- 
tions of  the  head,  nor  by  the  fn^id  sensations  of 
the  heart,  but  by  the  sound  masims  of  wisdom, 
must  we  legislate.  Not  (he  abstractions  of  meta- 
physios  or  t^e  visions  of  j)hiIanthropyjbut  the  Con- 
stitution, and  the  treaties  made  by  its  legitimate 
aaihority,and  become  the  supreme  law  of  the  land, 
and  the  safety  of  the  people,  must  be  the  guides  of 
the  statesman. 
-  The  Constitutional  right  of  Congress  to  impose 
the  restriction  in  ciueation,  has  been  so  per^cuously 
illusimled  and  evinced  by  bonorable  gentlemen 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  HsKPtiiLi.  and  Mr.  Sni- 
GGANT,)  aa  well  as  an  honorable  gentl«man  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Tavlob,)  whose  talents  and  pa- 
uiotism  wonld  do  honor  to  any  cause  or  natim, 
that  any  attempt  to  afibrd  strength  to  their  a^;u- 
mentR,  may  seem  a  useless  eflbrt;  neverthdess,  as 
the  whole  force  of  the  enemy  is  made  to  bear  on 
this  citadel  of  out  power,  I  shall  direct  some  of  my 
force  to  this  poinL  Here  we  mtist  take  our  defence. 
If  driven  from  this  stronehold,  we  must  surrender 
at  discretion.  I  believe,  however,  that  this  fortress, 
if  ably  defended,  will  be  impregnable;  that  it  can- 
not be  carried  either  by  force  or  storni,  by  artful 
mancBUVring  or  direct  attack. 

I  preface  the  observations  which  I  am  about  Co 
make,  by  saying,  that,  as  (he  organs  by  which  we 
perceive,  are  not  equally  perfect  In  all  men,  and 
that,  a»  so  language  in  which  ideas  are  conveyed 
to  the  mind  is  so  precise  and  definite  as  in  all  cases 
topredudcsll  uncertainty  ordonbt  as  tolhemeatUDg 
of  written  instruments,  statesmen,  equally  honest, 
equally  intent  on  the  public  weal,  in  reasoning  ou 
these  instruments,  may  draw  dififereDt  inferences 
and  come  to  diSerent  results.  Not  only  do  our 
ablest  lawyers  differ  in  opinion  in  their  construc- 
tion of  the:  same  statnte,  but'  out  learned  judges, 
with  minds  the  most  luminous,  comprehensive, 
and  discriminating,  and  liable  to  no  undue  bias, 
are  not  always  united  in  one  and  thesameopinion, 
on  cases  growing  out  of  the  laws,  treaties,  or  Con- 
stitution. For  men  to  differ  in  opinion  is  so  com- 
mon, on  interesting  questions,  thai  it  ought  not  tc 
cause  any  surprise.  We  otight  rather  to  weigh 
each  other's  argument  in  an  impartial  scale^  jui^ 
with  candor,  and  deem  those  not  as  enemies,  but 
Eriends,  to  the  country,  who  put  constructions 
the  Constitution  difirarent  frem  out  own. 


With  respect  to  tiie  explanations  to  be  given  to 
the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  there  are  some 
helps  and  guides.  These  are  the  definite  objects 
which  the  people  had  in  ordaining  and  establish' 
ing  the  Constitution,  and  the  general  powers  which 


We,  the  people  of  the  United  States,  __ 
order  to  form  a  more  perfect  union,  establish  jus- 
tice, insure  domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for  the 
common  defence,  promote  the  genraal  welfare^ 
and  secure  the  uessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves 
and  our  posterity,  do  ordain  and  establish  this 
Constitution." 

Among  the  general  grants  of  powers  are  these: 
Congress  shall  have  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes, 
-■--'—  imposts,  and  excises  :  Congress  shall  have 
power  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  nation,  and  provide 
for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare. 
Congress  shall  have  power,  applies  to  each  and 
every  article  and  clause  of  the  eighth  section  a* 
well  as  to  the  first.  That  this  is  grammatically 
correct  I  will  not  refer  gentlemen  to  the  leamei 
President  of  Transylvania  University,  (Rev.  Hor- 
ace  HoUey,  formerly  of  Boston,]  but  to  the  pupils 
under  his  tuition. .  This  distinguished  character, 
to  whom  I  have  alluded,  lately  shone  conspicu- 
ously in  the  East,  and  is  now  illuminating  a  dif- 
ferent region,  where  I  trust  he  will  impart  some 
nssful  nottOTM.*  Useful  notions  of  liberty,  useful 
notions'of  the  Constitution,  useful  notions  of  gov- 
ernment, just  notions  of  science,  literature,  and  the 
arts ;  correct  notions  of  language  and  grammar ; 
elevated  nations  of  religion  and  morals ;  and  re- 
fined notions  of  manners,  decorum,  and  taste.   For, 


V^Tt. 


id  politicaf  economists ;  yet  some  of 
which  I  mentioned  might  add  lustre  to 
herjre-eminent  fame. 

:,iQ  a  legislative  senile.  Congress  shall  have 
applies  to  all  the  articles  and  clauses  of  the 
section  is  to  be  inferr^  from  Ihe  nature  of  the  case 
as  well  as  from  the  coo'espondenceto  the  language 
used  in  the  preamble,  *here  the  expression  is  more 
full  and  definite,  and  the  object  more  dearly  stated. 
The  people  here  declare  that,  to  "  provide  for  the 
common  defence  and  promote  the  general  welfare, 
(bey  ordain  and  establish  this  Constitution." 

But,  if  a  different  construction  should  prevail, 
what  will  gentlemen  obtain  T  If  it  should  be  con- 
ceded that  Congress  only  have  the  power  to  lay 
and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  and 
to  pay  the  debts  of  the  nation  for  the  common  de- 
fence and  general  welfare,  it  follows,  of  cours^ 
that  the  comtnoQ  defence  is  to  be  provided  for,  and 
the  general  welfare  to  be  promoted ;  and  that  Con- 
gress have,  for  these  purposes  the  control  of  the 
whole  revenue  of  the  nation — I  contend,  sir,  for  do 

I  am  as  willing  as  is  any  gentleman  can  be  to 
acknowledge  that  the  real  sovereign  of  our  coun- 
try is  ibe  people;  and  that  Congress  are  but  the 
ministers  of  this  sovereign.  Bnt  this  absolute  sov- 
ereignty resides,  not  in  minute  portions  or  States, 


•  A  gaDllan 


t  bis  delivered  •peach,  used   this        ■  A  f  entleman  fr«m  Kanlueky  ImJ  inqouitly  n 
I  peated,  end  given  a  peceliar  emjiiasU  to  the  torn. 
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bnl  in  the  whole  people,  whose  will,  expressed  by 
their  Constitutional  organs,  is  the  law,  and  must 
be  obeyed.  But  what  rules  shaJI  the  ministers  of 
the  sovereign  people  observe  in  the  admiaislration 
of  his  Government?  Certainly  his  written  in- 
structions, in  the  eiercisc  of  a  sound  discretion  in 
applying  general  expressions  of  his  will  to  particu- 
lar cases,  and  in  adHptios  to  exigencies,  as  they 
arise,  such  measures  as  best  comport  with  the 
known  character  of  his  GoTemraenl.  When  we 
dissolved  our  political  connexion  with  Britain,  we 
asserted  the  power  of  doing  what  independent  na- 
tions of  right  might  do.  Wlfat  may  mdependent 
nations  of  right  ao^  May  Ihey  not  of  right  pro- 
Tide  for  iheir  common  defence  and  general  wel- 
fare? If  we  have  not  this  ri^ht  it  is  in  vain  to 
boast  of  our  independence.  We  are  still  colonies, 
or  at  best  like  some  of  the  minor  Stai^  in  Europe, 
vrfaich,  with  a  nominal  independence,  are  sup- 
ported and  controlled  by  neighboring  kingdoms. 
Is  not  such  a  condition  degraoing?  Does  it  com- 
port with  the  high  spirit  which  ought  to  be  cher- 
ished by  our  country?  That  there  should  be  a 
sovereign  people,  and  not  hare  the  right  to  provide 
for  their  safety  and  well  being,  is  to  me  the  great- 
est of  all  solecisms.  And  to  contend  for  the  right, 
and  deny  the  power  of  exerting  it.  in  the  only 
mode  by  which  the  people  can  act,  Ineir  Constitu- 
tional organs,  is  rendering  the  right  nu^tory. 

Gentlemen  may  state  extreme  cases  in  order  to 
■hock  us  with  the  consequences  of  our  doctrine. 
By  this  license  of  reasoning,  the  most  u^ful  truths 
might  be  refuted  ;  the  most  important  virtues  ren- 
dered doubtful.  For  cases  may  be  supposed  in 
which  filial  obedience,  conjugal  affection,  and  grat- 
itude to  benefactors,  lose  tbeir  obligation.  If  gen- 
tlemen ate  of  opinion  that  Congress  have  not  the 
power  to  provide  for  the  common  defence  and 
eral  w«f 


,y  be  abused, 


general  wufare,  because  this  power  ma^  uc  auuscu. 
I  know  not  to  what  lengths  such  an  opinion  would 
lead  them.  To  reason  consistently,  they  must  in- 
hibit to  mankind  the  use  of  reason  and  religion — 
for  these  may  be  abused.  They  must  proscribe  all 
that  is  valuable;  they  must  inhibit  to  themselves 
the  use  of  their  own  extraordinary  ingenuity  and 
docution ;  for  these,  too,  are  capable  of  beio^  per- 
Terted,  or  exerted  in  a  wrong  cause. 

Gentlemen  also  may  attempt  to  excite  an  alarm 
by  giving  an  unnatural  extent  and  enormity  to  the 
powers  possessed  by  the  national  Government. 
They  may  liken  them  to  the  powers  conferred  on 
the  Consul  when  the  Roman  Senate  decreed  that 
he  should  take  care  that  the  commonwealth  should 
receive  no  detriment.  For  my  part  I  should  be 
alarmed  if  the  Constitution  aid  not  confer  this 
power.  I  should  deem  it  as  defective  as  the  old 
Confederation.  I  should  believe  it  lo  be  justly 
described  by  a  learned  theologian,  (the  late  Dr. 
Dwight,)  who,  as  he  expressed  it,  never  viewed  it 
but  with  the  emotions  which  he  felt  for  a  child  in 
his  first  essays  to  go  alone — totterbg  instead  of 
iralking,  and  frequently  (ailing  on  toe  floor  for 
want  of  strength  to  manage  his  steps.  1  contend 
that  the  power  which  is  claimed  for  the  Constitu- 
tion is  inherent  in  everv  body  politic  which  has 
within  it  the  principlnof  itsown  preservation.  It 


1^  uut  an  attribute.  It  is  essential  to  sovereignty. 
This  power  is  conferred  on  Congress  in  stronger 
terms  than  by  the  decree  of  the  Roman  Senate 
which  conferred  power  on  the  Coiisul.  In  the  lit- 
eral sense,  this  decree  only  gave  the  power  to  ward 
off  injuries.  But  the  Constitution  is  mote  expli- 
"';  in  unequivocal  language  it  confers  a  power 
uu  Congress,  not  only  to  secure  thecommonwealth 
from  harm,  but  also  to  procure  for  it  good — to  pro- 
vide for  the  common  defence  and  promote  the  gea> 
eral  welfare, 

It  was  from  the  defect  of  the  ordinary  powen 
of  the  Roman  Republic  that  it  was  so  liable  to  re- 
e  detriment,  and  that,  to  guard  against  this 
iment,  extraordinary  powers,  on  pressing  emer- 
cies,  were  conferred — such  as  were  implied  ia 
decree,  or  the  creating  of  a  dictator.  Theae 
defects,  and  the  occasional  supply  of  these  de- 
fects by  conferring  extraordinary  powers,  proved 
the  bane  of  the  commonwealth.  The  people  of 
the  United  States,  deriving  wisdom  and  experi- 
:nce  from  the  misfortunes  of  others,  have  guarded 
igainst  the  rocks  on  which  they  split  In  their 
:ivii  coDstitution  they  have  conferred  ample  pow- 
Ts,  competent  not  only  to  ordinary,  but  to  eilra- 
irdvnary  exigencies.  Hence,  we  may  hope  for  the 
durability  and  perpetuity  of  our  Republic. 

1  do  not  apprehend  contradiction  to  my  posi- 
tions from  candid,  enlightened,  practical  slatea- 
men,  versed  in  the  business  of  legislation,  who 
will  have thegoodnesstounderstand them.  Iwill 
succinctly  state  them.     They  are  these : 

All  the  powers  of  sovereignty  are  inherent  in 
the  people  of  the  United  States.  These  powers 
can  only  be  exercised  but  by  the  organs  of  the 
people,  the  constituted  authorities ;  and  that,  in  the 
exercise  of  them,  and  their  application  to  particu- 
lar cases  and  emergencies,  these  authorities  must 
be  ^ided  by  their  own  judgment  and  discretion, 
enlightened  and  assisted  by  the  spirit  and  letter  of 
the  Constitution,  the  wisdom  of  ages  and  the  ju- 
risprudence of  nations. 

Unless  Congress  have  the  tight  of  judging  and 
applying  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  Gov- 
ernment must  be  at  an  end.  The  Constitution  i* 
not  capable  of  self-motion.  It  must  remain  a  caput 
mortuum — an  organized  body  without  a  living  souL 
Some  power,  not  inherent  in  itself,  must  give  it 
the  breath  of  life  before  it  can  move.  fVithout 
the  power  of  construction  and  applying,  I  have  to 
learn  what  there  is  for  Congress  to  do.  Thev  must 
be,notagents,butpassiveinstruments.  Wouldyoii, 
sir,  have  Congress  to  consult  the  people  in  every 
step  they  take,  and  wait  for  their  sense  of  the  con- 
stitutionality of  every  thing  they  attempt?  This 
were  impracticable.  Would  you  have  them  sub- 
mil  to  the  dictation  of  the  Stales  ?  1  know  of  no 
Klitical  hierarchy  in  the  proudest  of  them  that 
s  the  high  prerogative  to  dictate  to  Congren 
what  constructions  are  to  be  put  on  the  proviiiotu 
of  the  Constitution,  or  lo  what  cases  these  sball  be 
applied.  I  am,  sir.  a  protestant  in  politics  as  vdl 
as  in  religion.  I  claim  the  right  of  private  judg- 
ment for  myself  and  associates,  I  deny  the  autluw- 
ity  of  any  Ftml^  Maximu*  to  define  our  Consti- 
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tntioiul  creed — to  declare  to  iw  the  CallwUe  /oiA 
of  our  Republic. 

Theamendmenl  to  the  CowIicatioD  which  sifttes, 
"  Tbe  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States, 
nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reoerved  lo 
the  States  respectively,  or  to  the  people,"  forma  no 
bonier  to  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  CoDgresH 
for  which  I  era  contendiog.  The  question  arises: 
What  powers  are  granted  and  whet  prohi  biud  ? 
"  Who  (bill  decide  nbrn  dacton  duugrce, 
And  wi*a  euuiits  dispale,  like  jou  and  me  ? 

1  sav,  as  before,  Coogiess,  ia  the  firat  instance, 
most  be  the  judge  of  (heir  own  pow«r;  in  the 
cecond,  the  people ;  and,  in  the  last  resort,  the 
Supreme  Judipiar^  of  the  United  States.  I  place 
the  law,  conslilulionally  enacted  and  sanetioiied, 


.  above  the  people.     The  e 


ign  himself  must 


be  bound  by  his  own  law.  If  Congress  err,  they 
err  at  their  peril.  And,  with  all  these  checks  and 
iBsponsibiUty  upon  them,  is  there  any  danger  to 
be  appieheadea  from  their  exerMsing  that  sound, 
enligDtened  discretion  in  ^dmluiiiteriag  the  Gov- 
ernment, without  which  the  Constitution  must 
remain  a  uaelessj  inanimate  machine?  What 
rules  of  canstrucUon  shall  CoDgress  adopt  in  de- 
lerntiniDg  what  powers  are  {irohibited,  and  what 
granted  ?  That,  sir,  which  is  sanctioned  bj  the 
wisdom  of  ages,  and  prevails  in  our  courts  ot  law. 
In  doubtful  cases  the  construction  ought  to  be  in 
favor  of  tbe  grantee.  At  the  formation  of  the 
Constitutiun the  Statesactedassoveieign.  They  . 
made  grants  of  power  to  the  nation.  In  disputed 
cases  the  right  constructioa  is  that  which  tavors  . 
the  nation.  This  rule  of  construction  ought  to 
prevail,  not  only  because  it  is  sanctioned  hy  com- 
mon UKage,  but  for  other  substantial  reasons. 
While  the  great  States  claim  p»wers  for  them- 
selves,  bordering  on  absolute  sovereignty,  they  are 
inclined  to  deny  to  the  nation  the  |iower  of  self- 
preservation.  It  is  also  characterisUc  of  all  Fed- 
eral Governmeat£,  however  constructed,  to  have 
inherent  weaknesses  or  defects.  You  cannot,  with 
good  effect,  legislate  for  States,  nor  coerce  obe- 
dience to  your  authority,  without  civil  war.  The 
safety  of  our  Republic,  the  peace  and  domeRtic 
tranquillity  of  the  people,  demand  coDSlructions 
which  give  to  the  General  Government  a  national 
form  and  energy.  Such  constructions  are  best 
adapted  to  give  permanency  and  strength  to  the 
system,  and  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  our- 
selves and  our  posterity.  There  can  be  no  danger 
from  snch  construe tioos.  I  am  bold  to  affirm  that 
the  powers  possessed  by  the  nation  have  in  no  in- 
stance been  materially  abused.  They  have  been 
uniformly  ez^ed  for  the  common  defence  and 

feneral  wel&re.  Hence,  the  General  Government 
B»  become.a^voritewith  the  people.  They  con- 
sider it  as  a  nursing  father,  and  cherish  towards  it 
a  filial. reverence  and  afiectlon.  With  as  much 
confidence  can  I  affirm,  that  tbe  disaffection  aiul 
disturbatices  which,  at  times,  have  existed  in  our 
country,  have  had  their  origin  in  the  jealousies 
and  amDttioa  of  the  aspiring  States,  and  were  ex- 
cited and  fomented  bv  certain  leaders  who  influ- 
enced the  cooiueb  ana  dictated  the  policy  of  those 


Btatea;  and  that,  but  for  the  artifices  of  such 
leaders,  there  would  have  been  neither  in^urgnicy, 
sedition,  clamor,  nor  scarcely  a  murmur  of  disiip- 

The  safety  of  our  Republic,  the  integrity  of  the 
Union,  tbe  quietude  and  harmon  v  of  the  people, 
impo'iously  demand  that  tbe  proud  aspiring  Slates 
shovld  be  taught  to  know  their  distance,  to  lower 
their  lofty  crests,  to  revolve  in  (heir  hamble  orb6 
around  the  Fiatiooal  Government,  tbe  sun  of  the 
system,  and  lose  tbtir  dazzling  radiance  in  the 
superior  splendor  of  his  braniE. 

1  am  not,  sir,  fcH:  annihilating  the  States.  They 
ought  to  possess  full  powers  to  enact  municipal 
laws  and  to  administer  mtinicipBl  justice — to  r^u- 
lale  their  internal  police — to  conduct  their  local 
conoerns.  But  1  deny  tbe  right  of  the  proudest 
among  them  lo  interfere  with  the  high  preroga- 
tives of  the  National  Government 

On  the  doctrines  of  checks  and  balances,  the 
qualified  local  sovereignties  may  be  of  use  in  the 
general  system ;  they  may  check  the  National  Gov^ 
ernment,  if  ascending  too  high  on  tbe  wheel  of 
pterogatire.  But  it  is  to  be  feared  that  more  fre- 
quently will  they  retard  its  useful  movements.  As 
connected  with  their  own  power  and  importance^ 
as  well  as  from  a  common  sympathy,  tliey  ma^ 
Buard  the  people's  rights,  and  defend  their  privi- 
leges. But  more  generally  will  they,  like  the 
great  barons  of  the  feudal  times  of  Europe,  under 
some  colorable  pretext  of  restraining  the  jiterr^- 
tive  of  the  lord  paramount,  aim  to  abridge  his 
legitimate  authontyj  and  take  from  him  the  power 
lo  promote  the  felicity  of  the  nation.  It  neither 
savors  of  political  wisdom  nor  enlightened  patriot- 
ism to  be  over-Zealous  of  power. 

1  believe,  sir,  it  will  appear,  from  the  civil  h)^ 
tory«f  the  world,  that  as  many  nations  have  lost 
their  independence,  and  the  peojde  their  liberty, 
fn»n  tbe  deficiency  of  power  in  the  governments 
to  provide  for  .the  comBoon  ^ataaa  and  ^Bsnl 
welfkre,  as  from  the  abuse  of  powers  committed 
to  their  trust.  To  what  cause  shall  we  trace  the 
misfiKtilnes  of  Poland,  but  to  the  jealousy  of4he 
nobles,  in  denying  to  tbe  supreme  executive  of 
the  nation  the  power  competent  to  nrovide  for 
the  common  deJence  and  general  welfaM?  To 
what  is  owing  the  weakness  and  unwieldiness  of 
Qermanv,  but  to  tbe  defect  of  power  in  the  head, 
arising  trom  the  federal  ineredienti  of  which  the 
Empire  is  composed  1  And  in  th^  feudal  times  to 
which  I  allude,  how  did  the  people  lose  their  lib> 
ertieal  Harassed  by  the  parpetuel  strifes,  ani- 
mosities, confusions,  and  petty  wars,  of  the  feudal 
lords,  ihey,  for  the  most  part,  threw  their  weight 
in  tbe  scale  of  the  Crown,  and  partinr  with  their 
liberty  for  safety  and  protection,  took  shelter  under 
the  shadow  of  the  throne.  Like  eaoses  may  pro- 
dnce  like  effects ;  and  if  ever  the  people  of  the 
United  Slates  should  depart  from  our  confederated 
Republic,  it  will  be  owing  to  the  turmoils,  se- 
ditions, insurgencies,  and  civil  commotions,  ex- 
cited and  fomented  byUie  aspiring  States.  The 
people,  wearied  out  by  such  turbulent  scenes,  will 
part  with  their  freedom  for  security,  and  seek  peace 
and  quietude  uitdei  a  oonN^idated  govenunent, 
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wielded  by  a.  aiagle  arm.  UdIcm  the  ezerciw  i^  a 
tound  dieeielion  be  allowed  Congress  in  applying 
ganeral  provisbiH  of  the  Conititutioa  to  particular 
casea,  I  know  not,  Mr.  Chairman,  what  yoa  have 
to  say  in  defence  of  stxoe  of  the  most  important 
meaMires  of  the  Goreraroent.  I  know  not  what 
the  adroCHtes  of  these  meastireE  can  oSet  in  de- 
fcAceof  your  military  academieB  or  natitmal  bank  7 
i  know  not  what  justificatioa  you  could  ofier  to 
the  people  of  the  Esat  for  what  tbey  nifiered  by 
the  restrictive  system.  "  Congress  shall  have 
power  to  regulate  commerce."  But  it  is  only  in 
the  exerciseof  your  judgment  that  you  apply  the 
right  to  regulate  commerce  to  the  cases  mantioned. 
Some  of  our  ablest  lawyers,  whoee  patriotism  and 
attachment  to  the  QoTernment  could  not  be  sus- 
pected, uniformly  denied  the  justtiess  of  this  appli- 

In  fine,  sir,  I  know  not  what  will  become  of  the 
treaty  by  which  Lousiana  was  ceded  to  the  United 
Slates.  "  New  States  may  be  admitted  into  the 
Union."  The  power  here  conferred,  if  you  only 
legard  the  natural  import  of  the  terms,  the  sense 
in  which  they  could  be  uud»stood  by  the  framers 
of  the  Gonstittttion,  would  hardly  justify  you  in 
purchasing  kingdom  after  kingdom,  contii 
aAer  continent,  and  placing  no  bounds  to 
COimtry  but  those  wliicb  limit  the  globe  itself. 

Do  you  inquire,  sir,  whether,  by  these  obserTa- 
tions,  I  intend  a  censure  1  1  frankly  reply  I  do 
not.  I  approre,  I  applaud  a  liberal,  bold,  manly 
policy ;  the  policy  of  WAamHOTOH,  which  raised 
the  genius  of  our  country,  and  added  diguily  to 
the  American  character.  I  applaud  the  sialeanan 
or  the  hero  who  poises  himself  on  bis  own  mag- 
nantmiiy.  and,  .setting  at  defiance  the  vulgar  cen- 
Eures  of  the  great,  peribrms  noble  achieTements  for 
the  glory  and  felicity  of  his  coimtry.  Such  statei- 
menandheroesarethe  boast  and  glory  of  a  nation — 
its  omament  and  defence. 

From  the  tenor  of  the  preceding  observalions,  it 
is  obvious  that  Congress  are  invested  by  Uie  Cob- 
Btitution  with  powers  to  impose  such  restrietions 
on  citizens  as  the  common  defence  and  genemt 
welfare  require,  providAd  there  be  no  express  pro- 
visions to  the  conttary. 

But  is  there  no  barrier  lo  xheae  reetrictiojis  aris- 
ing from  treaty  ?  This  topic  1  shall  waive,  as  a 
jtuthec  discusion  of  it  would  be  supei&uous.  It 
has  been  ably  treated,  and  in  a  masterly  manner. 


whose  intdlectual  endowments  are  unrivalled  but 
bf  his  moral  virtues.— whose  luminous  mipd  irm- 
AiaMf  the  nation  aitd  reflects  a  lustre  on  his  native 
Bute.    [Hon.  Rnfus  King.] 

But,  conceding  the  power  and  right  on  Consti- 
tutional and  treaty  ground  to  impose  restrictions, 
bare  you  no  scniples  arising  from  a  sense  of  jus. 


.  .._ja7    Proper^  in  our  country  __ 

ncied.    It  is  guarantied  by  the  letter  and  spirit  of 

otirlawi. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  how  is  a  Uaek  slave  to  be 

id  ?    As  property,  or  a  hmnan  being  1    I 


believ*,  sir,  neither  wholly  one  nor  the  odter,  but 
partly  both.  When  gain  is  concerned,  the  Uack 
slave  is  considered  as  property  i  but.  when  power 
tion,  he  is  dignihed  with  three-fifths  the 
of  a  man.  As  far  as  property  is  to  be 
affected,  you  ought  to  proceed  with  caution.  For 
if,  by  mere  dint  of  power,  you  can  take  awayai 
part,  the  principle  on  wbicu  you  act  would  justify 
yoa  in  taking  the  whole ;  and  the  citizen  might  be 
deprived  of  one  species  of  property  after  another, 
till  he  had  nothing  left  which  he  could  call  his 
Happily,  the  restriciion  contended  for  sanc- 
D  such  strides  of  power — no  such  injustice. 
It  gives  all  possible  security  to  properly  in  posses' 
siou,  and  provides  for-  the  future,  that  a  human 
being,  whatever  be  his  com]Jexion.  in  the  Terri- 
tory or  State  of  Missouri,  shall  feel  the  force  of 
these  self-evident  truths— lAoI  GoAtrerOed  oU  ntm- 
kind  equai,  and  aidoved  them  uUh  ceriain  intdiimatk 
ri^U»— amongst  which  are  "life,  liberty,  and  the 
pursuit  of  happiness."  Can  ingenuity,  aided  by 
elocution, fix  a  stigma  on  such  a  just  and  wiseaml 
liberal  policy  in  the  opinion  of  the  enlightened 
world  ?  It  IS  somewhat  singular  that  the  gentle- 
men who  are  so  fastidiously  delicate  respecting  the 
powers  of  Congress,  should  habitually  usurp  an 
unwarrantable  power  over  a  large  portion  of  thar 
fellow-men.  What  is  your  right  to  make,an  Afri- 
oan  your  property,  but  the  ri^t  of  the  strongest^ 
By  the  same  right  the  Barbery  Powers  make 
slaves  of  their  prisoners  of  war.  God  has  no  at- 
tribute to  sanction  such  injustice,  such  violation  of 
the  taws  which  he  originally  engraved  on  the  hu- 
man mind. 

Properly  itself,  sir,  if  not  a  creature  of  the  law, 
by  law  is  modified,  restrained,  or  regulated  in  its 
use.  In  a  state  of  society,  respecting  many  kinds 
of  properly,  no  man  has  a  right  to  do  what  he  will 
with  his  own.  It  cannot  be  used  by  him  to  the 
destruction  of  others.  No  man  is  permitted,  by 
law,  to  set  fire  to  his  own  house  in  the  midst  of  a 
city,  however  convenient  it  might  be  to  him  to 
have  it  consumed.  In  a  number  of  instances  the 
laws  interpose  and  regulate  the  property  which 
men  have  in  animals,  or  restrain  or  limit  their  use. 
If  any  species  of  them  were  becoming  noxious  to 
any  section  of  country,  or  if  multiplying  them 
should  become  hurtful  and  injurious  to  the  com- 
mimity,lBws  might  be  enacted  to  prevent  ihe  mis- 
chievous effects. 

This  reasoning  is  applicable  to  every  species  of 
property,  of  every  complexion,  whether  blue,  or 
yellow,  or  black.  If.  therefore,  you  consider  your 
staves  jwoperty— and  if  spreading  this  species  of 
property  over  the  Missouri  would  be  injurious  to 
the  best  interest  of  the  nation,  as  nothing  has  been 
stipulated  to  the  contrary,  on  the  principles  that 
regulate  other  kinds  of  property,  Congress  may  re- 
gulate or  prohibit  to  you  the  use  of  this. 

The  prcyerty  of  the  North  was  under  the  ban  of 
National  Government  for  years.  The  embsrsosnd 
restrictive  system  not  only  interdicted  to  us  the  use 
of  our  property,  but  cramped  our  ailerprise.  They 
in  effect  annihilated  our  property  in  navigation, 
and  denied  to  the  hardy  and  industrious  their  ac- 
customed means  of  rapport.    Nnmbers  who  lived 
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in  aflBenee,  and  promoted  imtatrf,  eir<nil«tiiig 
wealth  afid  TeflBemeiit  througli  the  comnLUiuty, 
irere  by  Uiose  meaxureF  reduced  to  compantire 
poverty  and  diitren.  Hence,  air,  the  toad  call  - 
the  jintice  of  the  natim  for  a  bankrupt  lair,  to 
■tore  tboM  who  suffered  in  that  comaioii  caiiie 
a  Manding  in  society ;  to  replace  them  in  situatiotu 
in  wttieb  they  may  be  encouraged  to  exert  tbdr  in- 
dustry and  entcTprise  for  the  benefit  of  themselres, 
dtai  femrlies,  ud  their  fellow-citizens, 

We  did  Dot  complain  then,  nor  do  we  now  com- 
plain of  OUT  patriotic  privationa.  We  gloried  in 
tkom,  becante  ve  believed  tkem  conaected  with 
the  oommon  .defence  and  general  welfare.  We 
ask  our  Western  brethren  to  behold  oar  example, 
to  imitate  ovr  patient  loyalty,  lo  rival  our  suSeriDg 
tittne.  Their  trials,  compared  with  onris  will  ia 
experiment  be  found  light.  The  little  finger  of 
the  conunercial  was  heavier  than  the  ifhole  hand 
of  the  restriction  on  slaves.  The  same  power 
which,  by  regulating^  commerce,  destroyed  navi- 
gation, might  8!!  IPKilimately  be  exerted  to  pre- 
vent a  trafbc,  domestic  as  wul  as  fbrei^,  as  dis- 
naceful  to  our  Republic  as  it  is  ioconsietent  with 
&e  first  principles  of  liberty  and  the  InliCTentrights 
of  mankind. 

To  tlie  evib  of  slavery,  where  slavery  exists  by 
compact,  there  is,  perhaps,  no  adequate  remedy. 
But  not  to  prevent,  where  there  is  a  power  of  pre- 
vention, is  a  strange  repagnanoe  of  practice  to 
theory.  And  to  diminish  the  whole  qoantity  of 
an  evil  by  makinyit  more  extensive,  byincreasiDg 
it  in  a  tenfold  ratio,  appears  to  me  worse  than  that 
qnackery  in  the  boasHd  art  of  healing,  which,  in- 
stead of  extracting,  shodd  scatter  the  morbid  mat- 
ter of  the  diseased  part  throughout  the  whole  {Vame, 
dll  aH  that  was  souad  shoaid  beoeme  infected. 
Req>ectiBg  the  introduction  of  slavery  in  ike 
Western  territory,  the  learned  aphorisms  of  die 
learned  gentleman,  (Mr.  R^HnoLPa,)  qnoCvd  in  a 
learned  language,  would  apply'  with  grent  perti- 
nence and  force;  "resist  beginnings;  an  omceof 
preveotioQ  is  better  than  a  pound  of  remedy." 

Where  there  is  a  demand  for  any  eoannadity, 
there  the  market  will  be  supplied.  Open  a  jtfofit- 
able  sale  for  slaves  in  the  Missouri,  and  Africans 
will  be  brought  there  to  market  by  all  means,  and 
firom  all  quarters.  The  shortsighted  avarice  of 
individuals  will  elude  all  your  laws,  the  activity  of 
yonr  peace  officen,  the  vigilance  of  your  Beets  or 
armies.  InoppositiontoaU  that  can  be  done,  Ihore 
will  be  fresh  importations,  and  undersellers  in  the 
market,  which  wilt  defeat  the  hopes  which  yon  in- 
dulge of  gain.  There  is  no  way  so  eftctua)  to 
prevent  this  inhuman  traflic,  so  coatrary  to  all 
lam  founded  ou  the  broad  basis  of  universal 
equality,  both  human  and  divine,  as  t«  remove  all 
tamptatKm,  to  render  the  trade  as  onprofltable  as 
it  is  odious.  This  will  be  laying  the  axe  at  the 
root  of  the  tree,  and  giving  it  a  fatal  stroke  by 
lAioh  it  will  wither,  iboop,  and  die.  To  remove 
the  temptation,  and  to  render  this  traffic  mprofil- 
able,  is  in  accordance  with  the  policy  so  early 
adt^ted,  and  so  peiaevennffly  punued-,  by  that 
soaety  to  whom  me  cause  of  nnmaaity  ia  indebted 
far  many  of  it*  triumphs,  and  in  vrtiose  livae  the 


prinet^ea  of  a  pure  and  benign  religioa  are  exMi- 
plified ;  1  mean  tbo  Prieads.  Aa  they  have  the 
merit  of  being  among  the  fint  to  concert  measarea 
to  abolish  slavery,  they  can  feel  the  sreater  joy  in 
seeing  their  labors  crowned  with  so  much  incceai. 
For  their  well  directed,  unrelentiBg  eflbrts  to  nn- 
loose  the  heavy  burden,  and  to  break  every  yoke, 
they  deserve  well  of  mantund,  and  will,  dOuMless, 
receive  the  benedictions  reserved  for  those  who 
"break  the  rod  of  the  oppiesao'randlet  the  prisoner 
go  free." 

In  the  coarse  of  this  deUUe,  Mr.  Chairman,  fre- 
queat  references  have  been  made  Co  the  state  papets, 


id  putting  0 


license  of  culliu;^  their  ti 

ffloBS,  I  see  nothing  of  the  marvellous  in  them. 
What  were  the  ftlains  which  the  citizens  of  Ver- 
monl  set  up  f  Did  they  ever  claim  the  right  to 
control  the  Union,  (k  to  intermeddle  with  the  high 
prerogatives  of  the  nation  ?  Did  they  ever  claim 
tfae  nght  to  dictate  to  Congress  what  measure* 
^ootd  be  adopted,  what  policy  should  be  pursued, 
what  constiuction  diould  be  pot  on  the  Constitu- 
tion ;  in  what  manner  its  piKivisions  diould  be  ap- 
plied 1  Did  they  evei  claim  the  nght  to  take  from 
tfae  National  Qovernmentthe  power  to  provide  for 
the  oommon  defence  and  general  welfiue  7  I  be- 
lieve, sir,  that  tiie  brave,  modest,  patriotic  citizens 
(rf  Vermont,  for  so  they  ought  to  be  characteriaed, 
never  made  snob  arrogant  pretensions. 

All  I  can  find  in  their  history  is^  the  rightof  self- 
govemmeul  asserted,  the  right  of  regolating  their 
own  iaiernal  concerns,  by  taeir  own  authority:  of 
atanaging  the  aibirs-of  their  own  State  in  their 
own  way.  Have  these  rights  ever  been  dmied  to 
any  of  the  States  7  Have  any  attempts  been  made 
to  infringe  tbaal    Their  aold  and  spirited  lan- 

rge  was  WBTTaated  by  the  occasion.  Tbey  bad 
ytusazistedas  an  independent  State,  and  aided 
tkt  United  Slates  ia  tba  Baralntiimnry  wac.  They 
■u«d  for  anadmisaioti  into  the  Union.  Their  suit, 
as  Aey  ttioaght,  was  evaded  by  vexatious  delays. 
They  felt  thunselTes  trifled  with  by  those  who 
wialded  the  povos  of  the  Gonfedeiacy.  They 
perceived,  or  thought  they  perceived,  an  eqtrivoca- 
ting  spirit,  not  oonsiatent  with  equity  w  fionor. 
Th(^expi«»ed  ihemeelvesin  the  warmest  language 
of  oe^assiona  They  strayed  for  years,  and, 
aAer  all,  as  the  piice  of  admissioa  into  the  Union, 
had  to  submit  to  sneh  condidons  as  Congress  saw 
fit  to  impose,  one  of  which  was  tfae  rdinquishment 
of  a  large  tract  of  land.  Such  is  the  infinite  dis- 
simiLtude  in  the  two  cases,  between  that  of  Mis- 
seuri  and  that  of  VeimonL  that  no  infoence  can 
bedrawnfrom  the  one,  which  can  fairly  be  allied 
to  the  <rtber. 

Mttch,  Mr.  Chairman,  has  been  said  about  the 
State  rights  of  Miaaouri.  But,  where  is  the  State 
of  Missouri  ?  In  what  section  of  the  country  does 
it  lie]  For  my  parL  I  know  of  no  such  State  in 
the  Union.  There  4S  none  of  that  name  among 
the  twenty-two  that  compose  the  Confederacy  en 
States.  Inhabiring  a  valuable  Territory,  called 
MisBooh,  ceded  to  the  United  States  in  Adl  sove- 
reiguty,  there  are  oitize»s,  1  presume,  respeeiable, 
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woTttiy  cttuens,  amenable  to  our  Ooveniment  and 
laws.  But  1  kuow  not  bj  what  autborily  any  por- 
tion of  citiiens,  however  respecuUe,  can  claim  the 
attributes  of  sorereignty  and  the  State  tights,  till 
they  are  a  n>rerei«n  Bute.  This  woulil  be  ckuin- 
ing  pitvilegea  mim  immunities,  and  for  nou-exist' 

When  MisEOUii  shall  become  a  State,  and  be 
admitted  into  the  Union,  she  may  then  tau  of  her 
State  Tights  and  loTereigoty.  But,  at  pre»ent, 
such  language  is  premature.  Where  State  rights 
exist,  there  u  uo  attempt  of  the  General  Qorern' 
ment  to  interfere  with  ihem.  The  reattiction  is 
not  lo  be  imposed  on  a  State,  but  on  citizen*  of  the 
United  States.  We  legislate  for  iadiriduals,  and 
not  for  the  State  of  Missouri — no  such  State  u 
known.  The  reooonings  in  favor  of  the  State 
rights  of  a  non-existing  State  must  be  on  assumed 
pronises,  and  the  conclusion  drawn  unwarrantable. 
They  presuppose  what  does  not  exist,  and  they  en- 
dow non-existence  with  the  rights  and  attributes  of 
a  sovereign.  The  feundation  on  which  you  build, 
having  no  solidity,  your  superstructure,  however 
towering,  must  fall  to  the  ground. 

As  connected  with  the  question  before  you,  Mr. 
Chairman,  gentlemen  have  enlarged  on  the  right  of 


self-government.     As  applied  to  a  body  politic, 

what  do  they  intend  by  self-soremmentl    Dot' 

n  its  right  to  blindlv  follaw  the  benl'of 


othey 


ruling  passion — the  right  to  tramjJe  on  the  rights 
of  others — the  right  of  a  part  to  give  laws  to  the 
whole — the  right  to  distutb  the  peace  of  the  com- 
munity in  pursuit  of  a  favorite  object  7  Self-gov- 
emmenl,  applied  to  bodies  of  men,  as  well  as  to 
an  individual,  includes  the  control  of  the  passions, 
their  subordination  to  reason,  the  guidance  of  dis- 
cretion, the  submitting  to  rules  and  precedents,  de- 
riving their  auihoritv  from  inherent  fitnats,  public 
experience,  the  established  maxima  of  the  times, 
and  the  condensed  wisdom  of  ages.  Gentlemen, 
I  am  snisible,  are  shocked  at  the  doctrine  of  pre- 
eedents.  But  what  will  tbey  substitute  in  their 
place?  TheiTownopinioii9,rormedoalhespurofihe 
oocasioQ,  influenced  by  interest  and  capricel  This, 
•ir,  would  be  acting  from  desultory  emotions,  and 
Dot  acciM-diug  to  method  or  rule.  It  would  be 
ting  up  an  ijrnii/ataiu  in  place  of  the  polar  sta 
Many  Gne  tales  are  told  us  about  a  spirit  of 


o  make  sacrifices  on  the  altar  of  public 
harmony,  the  exampleof  the  sages  who  formed  the 
GonstitaiioD  is  set  before  ua  in  all  its  allurements. 
But,  sir,  what  haveweto  compromisel  Or  what 
is  your  guidproquo?  For  emoluments  and  pow- 
er on  your  part,  will  you  give  us  commercial  re- 
ElrictioDs,  inhibitions  of  a  profitable  trade?  Will 
you  give  us  the  privilege  of  paying  duties  on  im- 
ports without  allowing  us  credit,  and  of  exporting 
without  debentures  1  Will  you  give  us  the  [deas- 
ure  of  spilling  our  blood  and  expending  our  treas- 


■nd 


I  your  service,  to  enhaneeVour  importance, 

swell  your  triumphs?    With  such  gifts,  ' 


—  ,  ,-  .a,  sir, 

we  are  already  well  satisfied — we  have  had  onr  full 
share.  Do  tujtulioe,  end  reserve  your  bounties  for 
those  who  uea]  them.  On  some  future  ~  ~ 
ciet  th«y  may  ba  more  ontOTtune, 


BetwCHi  the  members  of  CongiCEs  and  the  del- 
^ates  who  formed  the  Connitution,  there  is  an 
infinite  difference.  Out  of  unequal,  unpliant,  or 
heterogeneous  materials,  made  ready  to  their  hands, 
they  had  toform  aharmoniaussystem.  Of  course, 
it  became  necessary  lo  compare,  to  adjust,  to  ac- 
commodate,  and  so  adapt,  and  to  dispose  of  the 
parts,  as  to  produce  a  beautiful  and  magnificent 
whole.  They  were  delegated  for  this  special  pur- 
pose, and  haa  the  right  to  compromise.  We  luve 
no  such  right.  We  are  not  negotiatorti,  but  legis- 
lators. It  is  oiu  office,  not  to  make  bargains,  nnt 
to  enact  laws.  We  have  no  legitimate  powa  to 
buy  or  sell,  or  make  gain  of  the  people  whom  we 
represent,  or  to  transler  any  portion  of  their  privi- 
leges from  one  section  of  our  couatiy  to  accom- 
modate that  of  another.  1  believe,  sir,  that  the 
States,  with  all  their  boasted  plmipole»ce,  never 
possessed,  or  del^fated  their  right  to  cNnmit  poli- 
tical sacrilege  or  smont/. 

We  are  not  the  architects,  but  the  superintend- 
ents of  the  civil  edifice  which  the  Convention 
erected.  Our  .general  duties  are'  implied  in  our 
office,  ft  is  our  province  to  keep  this  beautiful 
atruoture  of  liberty  in  repair,  to  preserve  its  sym- 


to  be  occupied  by  those  who  .wontd  sap  its  fotm- 
dations,  impair  its  strength,  or  deface  its  ornaments. 

I  have  yet  to  learn,  sir,  why  all  this  sensibility, 
this  animation,  this  alarm  1  why,  on  the  innocent 
proposition  before  you,  cry  havoc,  and  let  dip  tit 
dogt  of  war  ?  Are  State  rights,  where  no  State  is, 
in  danger?  Is  a  pure  ana  dismterested  regard  to 
the  people  of  Missouri  the  predominant  passiml 
Are  you  sure,  sir,  that  Toui  patriotic  ardor,  your 
manly  zeal,  to  prevent  tne  encroachments  of  pow- 
er, have  no  spice  of  ambition,  no  tincture  of  ava- 
rice T  Searcli,  sir,  yoiu*  own  breast  before  yon 
sarcastically  cdmment  on  our  philanthropy  and 
religion.  It  has  been  frequently  asserted,  b)^  gen- 
tlemen who  are-entitled  to  the  highest  considera- 
tion, that  of  all  curses  with  which  our  country  is 
afflicted  that  of  black  slavery  is  the  greatest.  Wliy, 
then,  are  our  attempts  to  prevent  this  curse  from 
being  entailed  on  a  fair  portion  of  our  territory 
viewed  with  such  abhorrence?  Is  there  more 
than  meets  the  eye?  Do  you  perceive  wme  hid- 
den mischief  lurking  tiitder  the  attempt?  Do  you 
perceive  wisdom  and  virtue  laboring  to  sti«ngt{ien 
the  Union,  estaUiah  justice,  and  insure  domestic 
tranquillity?  Do  you  perceive  concealed  under  it 
the  sword  and  the  purse  to  be  wielded  by  thesoand 
discretion  of  Congress  to  provide  for  the  commoD 
defence  and  general  welfare  1  Or  do  you  seem 
to  perceive  the  movements  of  a  gallant  army, 
conducted  by  able  commanders,  i^ose  brilliant 
achievements  have  secured  peace  and  prosperity 
to  the  country  and  covered  themselves  with  glory! 
No  wonder  you  startle,  change  color,  ana  turn 
pale.  At  the  glory  and  felicity  of  our  country,  the 
most  stout-hearted  of  our  politicians  seem  to  be 
apmlled. 

They  see  in  them  a  monstrous  prodigy,  huge, 
ill-ahapen,  from  which  light  is  d^tarted.  Thgr 
are  amazed  at  the  spectacle— the  hair  of  theu 
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beada  itaad  erect  with  horror,  vod  their  voiee 

cleaves  to  tlieir  jaws : 

"Monitrnm  horrandam,   infbinie,  inscni,  coi  Inmen 

■dcmptuni.  ~' 

"  Obatapoi,  (telerantqoe  eomB,  et  toz  ftueibas  kaiit." 

I  should,  air,  here  offer  an  apology,  did  I  Dot,  in 
these  F.mbiJlishtnenls  of  speech,  imitate  the  eiam- 
ple  of  Viigiaia.*  Massachusetts,  reprobate  as  she 
IS,  may  yet  be  permitted  lu  hold  a  taper  to  the 
tight  of  the  sun. 

As  the  seaOolding  of  ambitioD,  or  as  a  mere  io- 
Gtrument  to  retain  power,  1  do  Qol  advocate  the 
restriclioD.  I  seek  do  vie  lory  but  that  of  princi- 
ple—no  triumph  but  that  of  the  common  defence 
and  eeaeral  welfare.  To  me  it  is  indifferent  by 
whicD  section  of  the  country  the  iiceptre  is  wieldea, 
if  it  be  wielded  by  justice,  airected  by  wisdom,  and 
tempered  by  clemency. 

I  care  not,  sir,  by  whose  counsels  the  nation  is 
swayed,  if  by  these  counsels  the  public  safety  and 
happiness  is  pron^oled.  I  care  doI  what  State  ex- 
erts a  paramount  influence,  if  that  influence  is 
salutary  and  benign.  If  Virginia  will  always 
give  us  a  Wabhinotom  for  President,  that  ancient 
and  honorable  State  may  enjoy  that  pre-eminence 
forever. 

In  the  course  of  the  debate  iasinualions  have 
been  made,  which  cannot  be  misunderstood.  It 
would  indicate  stilpidity  to  misconstrue  them.  I 
shall  not  waste  time  to  repel  them,  but  solicit  your 
attention  to  a  statement  which  I  am  about  to 

You  have,  sir,  in  your  pleasure  pounds  certain 
nuisances;  in  order  to  prevent  their  rank  growth, 
you  spread  ihem  over  your  farm.  And  because 
the V  arc  there  becoming  hurtful,  you  attempt  to 

disburden  your  lands  "by  diflusiae  them  over  the 
surrounding  country.  The  people  who  are  to  be 
afiectcd  by  your  attempts  to  spread  such  nuisances 
among  thera,  gently  remind  you  of  the  unfairness 
of  your  proceedings,  and  point  out  to  you.  in  re- 
spectful  language,  the  injurious  effects  whicn  must 
result  from  your  conduct.  These  you  meet  with 
menace,  invective,  and  sarcasm,  and  pronounce 
their  precautions' to  prevent  a  growing  mischief, 
as  tinctured  with  malice  aforethought,  a  delibe- 
rate design  to  accomplish  your  ruin.  Or,  Mr. 
Chairman, you  have  a  seat  in  Italy,  near  .^tna  or 
Vesuvius — you  apprehend  danger  from  the  erup- 
tions of  the  mountains;  and  to  guard  against  the 
injurious  eflccts,  you  form  raacninci  to  extract 
from  these  mouotaios  the  superfluous  lava,  and 
conductors  to  convey  it  to  the  surrounding  king- 
doms, and  thus,  to  free  yourself  from  fear  and 
alarm,  overwhelm  all  Europe  in  one  undistin- 
guisliable  ruin. 

The  calamities,  sir,  which  you  are  preparing 
for  yourself  and  posterity,  bv  spreading  slavery 
over  the  Western  world,  are  oeyond  caFculalion ; 
thev  will  ha  infinite.  The  pestiferous  miscbjef 
will  take  deep  root  in  that  luxuriaot  soil,  and 
Tigotously  flourish.    A  black  population  will  ovci- 


flov  the  land.  The  aable  herds  will  roU  bach  upon 
you,  carrying  death  and  misery  in  their  train,  and 
become  more  destructive  to  the  Amerieen  Repub- 
lic than  were  the  Goths  and  Vandals  to  the  Roman 
Empire.  I  ihudder  at  the  thought  of  being  an  in- 
atrument  of  entailing  such  e  pest  on  my  country. 

Blind  to  the  consequences  of  your  actions,  to  the 
passions  of  the  moment^  will  you  sacrifice  the  hap- 
piness of  aves?  Perceiving  the  bowl  which  con- 
taiite  the  dueterious  poison  presented  to  the  lips  of 
OUT  country,  which,  if  swallowed,  will  contami' 
naie  her  blood,  and  enervate  her  Constitution,  we 
call,  and  we  call  aloud  on  her,  to  refuse  the  po- 
tion. For  this  more  than  patriotic  attempt,  this 
■ct  of  filial  piety,  are  we  to  be  considered  as  de- 
signing kuavM  or  honest  madmen?  To  deter  us 
from  saving  our  country  from  dJE^grace,  debility, 
and  decay,  do  you  preKnt  to  our  senses  spectacles 
the  most  shocking?  Do  you  assail  the  ear  with 
the  most  alamuDg  sounds;  the  eye  with  all  that 
is  to  the  sight  terrific ;  the  preludes  of  battle,  and 
the  direful  results  1  Are  we  made  to  hear  and  se« 
the  clangor  of  the  trumpet,  the  clash  of  arms,  the 
dyinx  groans,  and  garments  rolled  in  Mood  1  Are 
we  forced  to  behdd,  in  prospective,  as  the  result 
ef  our  enlightened  policy,  the  waters  of  some 
among  the  largest  of  our  rivers  discolored  with 
gore,  and  their  channels  choked  up  by  the  mSB' 
gled  bodies  of  the  slsin  1  Where,  sir,  is  to  be  the 
scene  of  these  horrific  transactions,  this  deplorable 
CBtattropbel  On  the  banks  of  the  Delaware  or 
the  Hudson  1  Most  probably  those  of  the  Hudson 
will  be  preferred, as  there  imagination  has  laid  the 
Kenc  of  the  second  Hartford  Convention — there 
the  insidious  plot  to  provide  for  the  common  de- 
fence and  general  welfare — there  the  constructive 
treason  against  the  prescriptive  rights  of  the  South. 

Heap,  sir,  from  the  exuberant  fertility  of  your 
imaginations,  terror  upon  terror,  and  cause  war 
and  slatlghter,  and  death  and  carnige,  civil  com- 
motions, and  national  convutuoas,  la '  ft»  in 
review  befoie  the  eye  of  fancy ;  threaten  to  pour 
out  upon  us  all  the  evils  of  Pandora's  box,  or  to 
let  loose  all  the  plagues  of  the  bottomless  pit ', — all 
is  in  vain.  Neither  threats  nor  devices  nor  roa- 
uouvres  nor  arts  crimsoned  with  blood,  will  iena 
us  from  deliberately  adapting  and  steadily  pursu- 
ing a  wise,  equitahie,  and  humane  policy,  calcu- 
lated to  perfect  "  the  Union,  establish  justice,  insure 
<  domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for  the  common 
'  defence,  promote  the  general  welfare,  and  secure 
'  the  UeasiDgs  of  liberty  to  ourselves  aod  our  pos- 
'  teniy."  I  ought,  Mr,  Chairman,  to  ask  panion 
for  the  freqaent  repetition  of  this  sentimenL  It  is 
music  to  my  ear,  though  to  the  ears  of  olhers  it 
seems  to  be  more  unwelctxne  than  the  fame  of  the 
hero  of  Pensacola  or  New  Orleans. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  not  apprehensive  that 
these  calamities  will  hate  any  existence  but  in  dis- 
turbed imaginations.  I  entertain  a  better  opinion 
of  the  good  sense  of  the  people.  I  cannot  believe 
that  any  large  portion  of  them,  because  a  momen- 
tary passion  is  not  gratified,  will  desert  the  stand* 
ard  of  the  Union.  We  are  liable  to  be  deceived) 
even  by  our  senses.  The  eye,  the  most  perfect  of 
them,  does  not  always  preeent  the  ttnft  imaga  of 
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things.  The  ear  is  still  more  fallacious.  The  feel- 
ings excited  and  eipessed  here  are  not  the  crite- 
rion of  pnUic  sentiment.  And,  to  judge  of  the 
ceinnion  mind  by  what  iswilnessnl  in  tbe  Capitol, 
vou  are  liable  to  the  same  deception  as  you  woula 
be  to  judge  of  the  iitate  of  the  air,  from  the  wind 
btowine  intoa  clue  room  ibroogh  a  creriee  or  ajier- 
ture.  Prom  the  loudness  or  shritinessof  the  noise, 
you  might  suppose  that  without  there  were  storms, 
tempests,  hurncanes,  and  tornadoes — "^e  war  of 
elemeatx  and  ihe  crash  ofwoilds !"  fiat  go  abroad 
and  yoH  behold  a  serene  sky,  a  placid  sun,  and  a 
adntary  bteeze,  only  sufficient  to  purify  the  atmoa- 
pbere  from  uoxious  rapors,  and  to  pT«rent  the 
eonuptidn  wbieh  all  thiogs  contract  by  too  much 
rest 

But,  should  some  dutice  ipiritt  among  tbe  pwople, 
ditajipMated  in  their  favorite  project,  comtnUBi- 
cste  (heir  own  ardor  and  passion  to  numbeis,  and 
cKcita  them  to  rebellion,  wnai  would  be  tbe  conse- 
^jomeel  The  wbole  history  of  our  RqrablicwiU 
uiform  you.  No  combinations  against  tbe  Na- 
tiDDai  Qovernment  have  prospered.  It  has' gained 
atrength  m  every  rencontre.  Iti  arm  is  not  so 
sbMtcned  that  it  cannot  save ;  its  energy  i*  not  so 
impftired  that  it  cannot  protect  itsellor  enforce 
iu  mandates.  Thai  power  which  authoritstiv^y 
■aid  to  the  North  gist  np,  wilt  with  equal  effect 
say  to  the  South  Iffp  back,  and  to  the  WeetpMM, 

But.  sir,  as  imagination  is  free,  I  will  suppose 
that,  through  the  arts  of  the  designing,  a  spirit  of 
dixaSeetioD  and  revolt  should  be  communicated  to 
B  large  section  of  our  country,  and  «  formidaUe 
rebellion  raised  against  the  laws  enacted  by  the 
Supreme  Legislature,  and  sanctioned  by  the  Sn- 
pr«ne  Judicial  authority,  and  approved  by  the 
well-aflected  people, — what,  sir,  would  be  our  pot- 
iey  1  Think  you,  that  to  save  our  friends  in  that 
section,  we  should  interpose — that  we  should  spill 
our  blood  and  waste  our  treasure  to  coerce  you  to 
a  good  temper  andKubmission  7  No,  sir,  we  should 
leave  rou  to  "reap  the  fruits  of  your  ways"  and 
"be  filled  with  your  own  devices."  Time  and 
roSning  would  restore  you  to  soundness  of  mind, 
and  bring  you  back  to  your  allegiance. 

Those  who  moved  you  to  treason  wonid  be  an- 
swerable for  consetjuences.  All  the  blood  spill 
would  be  on  their  own  heads.  They  wonId  be 
mponsible  for  the  crimtu  committed  to  Giod,  to 
their  coun&y,  and  to  the  civilized  woiid. 

Attempt  no  longer  to  alarm  our  fears  about  the 
saiety  of  the  Union.  The  Union  is  not  a  rope  of 
sand — it  is  a  "threefold  cord,  which  cannot  easily 
be  broken." 

We  of  the  extreme  Bast  have  evinced  otir  at- 
tachment to  the  Union,  even  "at  times  which 
tried  men's  souls — when  yotn-  summer's  soldier 
and  sunshine  patriot  shrunk  from  danger."  On 
the  apprehension  of  dancM'  to  the  Union,  we  ral- 
lied round  its  standard,  defended  it  with  our  lives 
and  fortunes,  and  made  our  breasts  its  ramparts. 
What,  sir,  is  our  reward  ?  We  come  lo  you  for  a 
small  boon,  and  that  boon  is  delayed.  Missouri, 
the  adopted  Missouri,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  true 
heir,  has  snpplanled  u  in  your  affections.    Thb 


Missouri,  lately  « 
scerirely  of  an  agi 
gentlest  tap  at  youi  door,  must  be  welcomed  into 
your  drawine-toom  with  all  her  menial  servants 
prostrate  at  Eer  feel,  or  the  whole  House  thrown 
into  confusion.  But  Maine,  with  all  tbe  beauty, 
tbe  bluom,  the  fragrance,  of  eighteen,  who  has 
been  devoted  to  your  service,  is  received  with  cruel 
neglect,  and  only  permitted  to  pass  your  thresh- 
old on  the  condition  of  associatinr  with  your 
slaves.  Is  this  your  treatment  of  a  cnild  who  hat 
ever  been  dutiful,  and  manifested  in  all  her  con- 
duct the  most  filial  tenderness  and  respect?  When 
she  asks  of  you  bread,  do  you  give  tier  a  stone  ; 
when  she  desires  a  fish,  do  you  sting  her  with  a 
scorpion?  ^^Tanttent  animit  eaUiMbut  ira.'" 
-  We  justly  complain  of  this  partiality  to  your 
new  favorite — if  not  an  illegitimate,  ye(  of  foreign 
extraction  and  mixed  blood.  I  speak  allegorically 
and  mean  no  offence.  Do  you  threaten,  if  Miss 
— ,  not  in  her  teens,  be  not  gratified  in  all  her 
fond  humors,  to  raise  disturbances  in  the  fam- 
ily— to  sow  the  seeds  of  discord  among  breth- 
ren--'to  set  the  "faibei  against  tbe  son,  the  son 
against  the  father,  tbe  mother  against  the  daugh- 
ter, and  the  daughter  against  the  mother" — to  tear  . 
up  tbe  foundation  of  domestic  peace?  Look,  sir, 
at  the  consequences  of  your  actionts.  Count  tbe 
cost,  compute  the  gain,  consider  which  section  of 
our  country  has  most  to  lose  by  Recession  from  the 
Union,  by  disaffection  and  revolt.  The  North  is 
the  region  of  strength.  The  Eastern  grand  sec- 
tion of  the  Union  has  wealth  and  resources.  It 
has  ralor,  patriotism,  and  an  enterprising  spirit. 
It  has  navigation  and  commerce.  It  has  a  free 
population — an  intelligent,  industrious,  virtuous 
people — tbe  nerve,  the  sinew,  tbe  vital  principle, 
the  life-blood  of  a  Republic.  With  these  advan- 
tages, and  wisdom  to  avail  ourselves  of  them,  are 
we  to  be  driven  from  our  pursuit  of  tbe  general 
welfare  tbrongh  menace  or  fear?  Reproach  ua 
not  with  the  sterility  of  our  soil,  tbe  severity  of 
our  climate.  The  labor,  sir,  of  freemen  will  make 
any  soil  fertile — liberty,  any  climate  delightful. 
Industry,  enterprise,  and  commerce,  lead  to  wealth, 
and  wealth  to  power  and  importance.  Need  I 
mention  tbe  States  which,  less  tavored  by  nature, 
in  some  respects,  with  commerce,  industry,  enter- 
prise, have  taken  an  imposing  attitude,  and  com- 
manded the  deference  ol  surrounding  natiMis?  I 
refer  you  to  the  Venetians  and  Dutch;  I  refer  you 
to  tbe  Engli.sb,  who.  by  navigation,  commerce, 
and  manufacturing  skill,  attained  to  greet  wealth 
and  splendor,  and,  at  times,  wielded  the  destiny  of 
Euroi>e.  I  repeat  it,  therefore^  do  your  utmost,  by 
a  disloyal  and  refractory  spirit,  to  dissolve  the 
Union,  and  accomplish  your  object ;  we  have  the 
least  to  fear. 

We  are  prepared  for  the  worst,  though  we  seek 
the  best.  We  shall  clinc  to  tbe  Union  as  long  as 
there  is  the  least  hope  of  safely.  But  if,  through 
the  unmanly  jealousies,  (be  headsironK  passions, 
tbe  ill-directed  ambition  of  the  proud,  aspiring 
States,  this  Union  must  be  dashed  to  pieces,  we 
shall  not  perish.  Escaping  en  tome  of  the  larger 
fragments,  of  these  we  shall  reconstruct  a  reael 
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of  Stale,  in  wliidi,  if  not  with  k  muob  ^ry,we 


penty,  and  enjoy  peace,  taSety,  and  fdieity. 

Bat,  sir,  the  peiqile  of  llie  Uniled  State*  hsTC 
too  mucit  good  mom,  pabioliim,  and  civic  riitae, 
to  lose  sigQt,  for  any  letigtik  of  tune,  of  their  tine 
iatereKt,  of  their  iiUMtantiRl  glory.  There  ia  in 
them  a  redeeming  quit.  Tocy  will  oeTei  jeop^ 
Bidize  the  Unicw  to  gnlify  mcaoaitMry  passions, 
however  influoed  tK  strong.  They  know,  by  Bt- 
^rience,  tbM  the  mmatTes  of  Government,  wliieh, 
at  the  time  of  thai  adoptiea;  hare  exeiJted  the 
greatest  Armoit,  &nd«aaNd  thegrcntett  agitEtioi), 
and  Memed  to  be  the  ptrindes  to  nadonal  conml- 
ekme,  Id  operation  hare  beea  found  to  hare  eon- 
bibuled  meat  to  tbe  safety,  peace,  and  glory  of  the 
nation.  Such  was  President  Waabingion's  proc- 
tanation  of  iteiniality,  and  the  policy  which  en- 
s»ed,  by  which  oar  country  was  saved  fron  an 
unprofitable  tu)d  calamitous  war.  Stieh  w«*  ibe 
tnatT  negotiated  by  the  hottccaUe  John  Jay,  un- 
dei  tne  an^iees  of  whiiA  our  ooimtry  attained  to 
a  Ytotftntj  anemmpled  in  the  histotr  of  nations. 
TiMK,  sir,  were  emphaticaUy  the  halmm  days  of 
oni  Republic-  And  such,  withoat  toe  spint  of 
propihecy,  I  bdieve  will  be  the  restriction  on  sla- 
very in  our  Western  temtofy.  The  sneceeding, 
if  not  the  present  generation,  after  the  fervor  of 
tbenMHBent  ahaU  subside,  will  Tienr,w^  mingled 
etnotions  of  icgret  and  HEtonisbmeat,  the  present 
opiMMition  ta  a  measure,  vrtiich  will  have  become 
th«r  ark  of  safety — their  lock  of  defatce. 

I  am  not,  sir,  among  the  diviners  of  the  times, 
who  imagine  that  the  sun  of  our  glory  will  go 
down  at  noon.  1  ratha  predict  that  it  will  con- 
tiiroe  to  shine  with  healing  in  its  beams,  and  shed 
on  a  moKOi  extended  horizon  increased  light,  and 
splendor,  and  Joy.  Were  I  to  give  scope  to  im- 
^nAlion,  I  might  age  in  prospeetire  a  vaot  aeecB< 
sioa  of  territory,  of  population,  of  wealth,  and 

Kndeur  to  aax  nation.  In  this  prospective  view, 
'  Canadas,  with  New  Bninswick  and '  Nora 
Scotia,  allured  by  the  wisdom  and  benefieenee  of 
our  institutions,  will  stretch  out  their  hands  for  an 
adaussion  i^o  this.  Union.  The  Floridas  will  be- 
cfflne  a  willing  victim.  Meiioo  will  mingle  her 
InMre  with  the  federal  coiwi«llation.  South  Am^ 
rtca,  in  token  of  fellowship,  will  bom  incense  on 
ourR^wbltcan  altar.  The  Republic  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  shall  have  dominion  from  sea  to  eea, 
from  the  Atlanlk  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  from 
tbc  river  Co1iu>1m«  to  the  oadt  of  the  earth.  The 
Aioeriean  Eiagte,  in  a  seroie  sky,  will  soar  alofl  to 
the  Stan  of  Heaven.  Fame,  with  her  loudest 
inimpet,  wiH  soond  the  greatness  of  obi  coantry 
from  pole  to  pole.     The  proudest  nations  of  the 

globe,  ia  adauratioa  of  her  renown,  shall  court 
er  friendship.  The  bleiqings  of  our  Qovemmoit 
shall  be  felt  throughout  the  world.  Its  influence 
shall  come  down  upon  all  the  people  like  rain  on 
the  mown  gra.ss— as  showers  that  water  the  earth. 
In  the  plenitude  of  its  power  shall  the  rigbieons 
fknirish,  and  atmodaBce  of  peace,  so  Itatg  as  the 
moon  enduretb.  ■ 

Mr.  Wood,  of  New  York,  followed  Mr.  Ccbh- 
■UR,  and  admcated  the  icatnctioa. 


Mr.  PinoKREV,  of  South  Carolina,  addressed 
iba  Chair  as  follows ; 

Mi.  Chairman;  It  was  not  my  ioIeDtionatfirst, 
and  it  is  not  now  my  wish,  lo  ns«  on  this  import- 
ant question:  one  that  has  been  so  much  and  so 
ably  discussed  in  both  branches  of  Congress;  one 
that  has  been  the  object  of  so  many  meetings  of 
the  people  of  the  difierent  States,  and  of  so  many 
lesotutioos  of  the  l^islatures,  and  instructions  to 
thdr  members;  but  1  am.  so  particularly  circ.um- 
sttaeed,  that  it  is  impoisiUe  to  avoid  it.  Coming 
from  one  of  the  most  important  of  the  Sontheni 
Statu,  whose  ioterests  are  dee^y  involved,  and 
representing  here  aeity  and  district  which,  I  be- 
lieve, export  more  of  our  native  products  than  any 
other  in  the  Union;  baring  been  also  a  monber  irf 
the  Old  Coi^ress,  some  importanracis  of  which 
are  bt«iwht  into  question  on  this  occasion,  and. 
above  al^  being  the  only  member  of  the  General 
-Got^ventioD  whi<^  formed  the  Constitution  of  the 
Uuted  States,  now  on  this  Soar,  and  on  whose 
acts  resta  the  great  question  in  controversy,  how 
lar  you  are  or-  are  not  authorized  to  adopt  this 
measure,  it  will,  from  all  these  citcmnstauces,  be 
seeu  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  avoid  request- 
ing' your  permission  to  state  some  oteerratioas  in 
support  of  the  vote  I  shall  give  on  a  question-, 
certainly,  the  most  important  that  can  come  be- 
fore Co]^Tess ;  one,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  on  which 
may  depend,  not  only  the  peace^  the  hanptness, 
and  the  best  interests,  but,  not  unprobaMy,  the 
existence  of  that  Union  which  has  been,  since  its 
foimation,  the  admiration  of  the  world,  and  the 
pride,  the  glory,  and  the  boast,  of  every  American 
boeom  that  beats  within  it. 

In  performing  this  solemn  duty,  1  trmt  I  shall 
do  it  with  that  defcienee  to  the  oi^nions  of  others 
which  it  isalwayamy  duty  10  show  on  this  respect- 
able floor^  and  that  I  shall  be  as  short  as  the  nature 
oftbesobjactwitlpermit^and  completely  moderate. 
Indeed,  in  questions  of  this  iaaportMcej  Bddmlton 
appears  to  me  to  be  indispensable  to  tne  discovery 
oftnilfa.  I,  therefore,  lament  extremely  that  so 
much  warmth  has  been  unnecessarily  excited,  and 


eiijoin  upon  every  member. 

At  the  time  I  left,  or  sailed,  from  the  city  I  here 
represent,  scarcely  a  word  was  said  of  the  Missouri 
qnestion ;  no  man  there  ever  suppaeed  that  one  of 
BHchroagnitude  was  before  you.  I,  therefore,  have, 
since  the  serious  aspect  this  sul^ect  has  assumed, 
received  numerous  inquiries  on  it,  and  wishes  to 
know  my  opinion  as  to  ibe  extent  and  consequen- 
ces of  it.  1  hare  candidly  replied,  that,  so  far  as 
respects  the  legaining  an  ascendency  on  both  the 
floors  of  Congress;  of  r^cainiug  the  poasesMon  of 
the  honors  and  offices  of  our  Govemmcnt ;  and  of, 
through  this  measure,  laying  the  foundation  of  for- 
erer  secm^ing  their  ascendency,  and  the  powers  of 
the  Qovemment,  the  Eastern  and  Northern  Stales 
had  a  high  and  deep  inUrest.  That,  so  far  as  re- 
spects the  retaining  the  honors  and  offices  and  the 
powers  of  the  Government,  and  the  preventing  the 

eatablishmcQt  of  principles  "  ••"~r- ■"•  ■'■ — 
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est  with  the  Northern.  Bat,  that,  when  we  coa- 
sider  to  what  lengths  the  right  of  Coagreas  to  touch 
the  question  at  slaver;  alaUmi^htreftch, it  became 
one,  indeed,  of  trem^duus  impoit. 

AmoQg  the  Teasoas  which  bsve  induced  me  to 
rise,  one  b  to  express  my  surprise.  Surprise,  did 
I  uy  1  I  ought  rather  to  have  eaid,  my  extreme 
osloaishment,  at  the  assertion  I  heard  made  on 
both  Boors  of  Congress,  tbal,  in  forming  the  Con- 
ititulion  of  the  Uniled  Slates,  and  particularly 
that  part  of  it  which  respects  the  reprcMBta' 
tion  on  this-  floor,  the  Northern  and  Eastern  States, 
or,  as  they  are  now  called,  the  non-elareholding 
States,  have  made  a  great  concession  to  the  South- 
ern, in  granting  tiiem  a  representation  of  three- 
fifths  at  their  slaves;  that  they  saw  the  conces- 
lion  was  a  very  great  and  important  oik  at  the 
time,  but  (hat  ihev  had  no  idea  it  would  so  soon 
have  proved  itself  of  such  consequence ;  that  it 
would  so  soon  have  proved  it*elf  to  be  by  far  the 
most  important  concession  that  had  been  made. 
They  say,  that  it  was  wrung  from  them  by  their 
affection  to  the  Union,  and  tiieir  wish  to  preserve 
it  from  dissolution  or  disunion  -,  that  they  bod,  for 
m  long  time,  lamented  they  had  made  it ;  and  that, 
if  it  was  to  do  over,  no  earthly  consideration  should 
again  tempt  them  to  agree  to  so  uoequa!  and  so 
ruinous  a  compiosiise.  By  this,  I  suppose,  Mr. 
Chairman,  is  meant,  that  tliey  could  have  had  no 
idea  that  the  Western  and  Southern  States  would 
have  grown  with  the  rapidity  tbey  have,  and  filled 
>o  many  of  the  seats  in  this  House ;  in  other  words, 
that  they  would  so  soon  have  torn  the  sceptre  from 
the  East. 

It  was,  sir,  for  the  purpose  of  correctiag  this 
great  and  unpardonable  error;  unpardonable,  be- 
cause it  is  a  wilful  one,  and  the  error  vf  it  is  well 
known  to  the  a  blest  of  those  who  make  it;  of  de- 
nying the  assertion,  and  proving  that  the  contrary 
ia  the  fact,  and  that  the  concession,  on  thatoccauon, 
waa  from  the  Southern  and  the  Northern  States, 
that,  among  othcm,  I  have  risen. 

It  is  of  the  greatest  consequence  that  the  proof 
I  am  about  to  give  should  be  laid  before  this  na- 
lioit ;  for,  as  tbe.iucquality  of  representation  is  the 
great  ground  on  which  the  Northern  and  Eastern 
States  have  always,  and  now  more  particularly 
and  forcibly  than  ever,  raised  all  their  complaints 
on  this  subject,  if  1  can  show  and  prove  that  they 
have  not  even  a  shadow  of  right  to  make  pretences 
or  complaints;  that  they  are  as  fully  represented 
as  tbey  ought  to  be ;  while  we,  the  Southern  mem- 
bers, are  unjustly  deprived  of  any  repreentation 
for  a  large  and  important  part  of  our  population, 
more  valuable  to  the  Union,  as  can  be  showo, 
than  any  equal  number  of  inhabitants  m  the 
Northern  and  Eastern  States  can,  from  their  situ- 
ation, climate,  and  productions,  possibly  be.  If  I 
can  prove  ihiii,  1  thtolt  J  fball  be  able  to  show  most 
clearly  the  troe  motives  which  have  given  rise  to 
this  measure;  to  strip  the  thin,  the  cobweb  veil 
from  it,  as  well  as  the  pretended  ones  of  religion, 
humanity,  and  love  of  liberty  ;  and  to  show,  lo  use 
the  Kofi  terms  the  decorum  of  debate  oblige  me  to 
use,  the  extreme  want  of  modesty  in  those  who 
are  alrtrady  as  fully  represented  here  as  they  can 


be,  to  go  the  great  lengths  they  do  in  endeflToring, 
by  every  efibrt  in  their  power,  public  and  prival^ 
to  lake  from  the  Southern  and  Western  Statesk 
which  are  already  to  greatly  and  unjustly  deprived 
of  an  importnai  part  of  the  representation,  a  stiU 
greater  share;  to  endeavor  to  establish  the  fint 
pf«ceden^  which  extreme  rashness  and  temerity 
have  ever  presumed,  that  Congress  has  a  right  to 
touch  the  question  and  legislate  on  slavery ;  there- 
by shaking  the  property  in  them,  in  the  Southern 
and  Western  States,  to  its  very  foundation,  and 
makiiiE  an  attack  which,  if  successful,  must  con- 
vince them  that  the  Northern  and  Eastern  Statee 
are  their  greatest  enemies;  that  they  are  prepuing 
measures  for  them  which  even  Great  Britain,  in 
the  beat  of  the  RcTolutionary  war,  and  when  all 
her  passions  were  roused  by-hatred  and  revenge  lo 
the  highest  pitch,  never  ventured  to-  inflict  npon 
them.  Instead  of  a  course  like  this,  they  ought, 
in  my  judgment,  sir,  to  be  highly  pleased  with 
their  present  situation;  that  tliey  are  fully  repre- 
sented, while  we  have  lost  so  great  a  share  of  ow 
representation;  Iher  ought,  sir,  to  be  highly  pleased 
at  the  dexterity  ana  management  of  their  members 
in  the  Convention,  who  obtained  for  them  thia 
great  advantage;  and,  above  ail,  with  the  moder- 
ation and  forbearonoe  with  which  the  Southern 
and  Western  States  have  always  bonfe  their  many 
bitter  provocations  on  this  subject,  and  now  bear 
the  open,  avowed,  and,  by  many  of  the  ablest  mm 
among  them,  undisguised  attack  on  our  mo^t  valu- 
able nghts  and  properties. 

At  the  commencement  of  our  Revolutionary 
strug^e  with  Qraat  Briuin,  all  the  States  had 
slaves.  The  New  England  States  had  Bumbera 
of  tbem,  and  treated  them  ip  the  same  manner  the 
Sonthern  did.  Tiie  Northeru  and  Middle  State* 
had  still  more  numerous  bodies  of  them,  although 
not  BO  numerous  as  the  Southenu  They  all  en- 
tered into  that  great  contest  with  similar  viewa, 
propetties,  and  designs.  Like  brethren,  they  con- 
tended for  the  benefit  of  the  whole,  leaving  to 
each  the  tight  to  pursue  its  happiness  in  its  own 
way. 

They  thus  nobly  toiled  and  bled- together,  rwlly 
like  brethren ;  and  it  is  a  most  remarkable  fact 
tbal)  notwithstanding  in  the  eouraeof  the  Revoln- 
tion  tbe  Southern  States  were  continually  overrun 
by  the  British,  and  that  every  negro  in  tbem  had 


^hment  to  their  owners,  but  the  mildness  of  the 
treatment,  from  which  their  affection  sprang. 
They  (hen  were,  as  they  stjl  are,  as  valuable  a 
part  of  our  population  to  the  Union  as  any  other 
equal  number  of  inhabitants.  They  were,  in  nu- 
merous instances,  the  pioneers,  and  in  all  the  labo- 
rers, of  your  armies.  To  their  hands  were  owing 
(he  erection  of  the  greatest  partof  the  fortifications 
raised  for  the  protection  of  our  country ;  some  of 
which,  particularly  Fort  Moultrie,  gave^  at  that 
early  period  of  the  inexperience  and  untried  valor 
of  our  citizens,  immiortality  to  American  arms: 
and  in  the  Northern  States  numerous  bodies  ci 
tbem  were  enrolled  into  and  fought  by  the  aides  of 
the  whites  the  baulei  of  the  Revolution. 
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Thing!  west  on  in  tbi«  way  until  the  ]>eriod  of 
oui  attempt  to  form  our  first  national  compact,  the 
Cktnfederation,  in  which  the  etjaality  of  vote  was 
pfeserved,  and  the  first  squeamishsera  cm  ibe  sub- 
ject of  not  usin^,  or  e7en  alluding  to,  the  word 
slarery,  or  making  it  a  part  of  our  political  ma- 
chinery, was  &hown.  Id  this  compact,  the  value 
of  the  lands  and  improvements  w«s  made  the  rule 
for  apportioning  the  public  burdens  ond  taxes. 
But  the  Northern  and  Eastern  States,  who  are  al- 
ways moeh  more  alive  to  their  interests  than  the 
Southern,  found  that  their  squeamishneu  was  in- 
eonsisientwiih  their  interest ;  and,  a*  usual,  made 
the  latter  prevail.  They  found  it  was  paying  too 
dear  for  their  qualms  to  keep  (heir  hand  from  the 


rule  was  cfaauged,  and  people,  including  the  whites 
and  three-fifths  of  other  descriptions  was  adopted. 
It  was  not  until  in  1781,  that  the  Confederation 
was  adopted  by,  and  became  bindins  on,  all  the 
States  This  miserable,  feeble  mockery  of  Gov- 
emmeot  crawled  on  until  1786,  when,  from  New 
York's  refusing  to  agree  with  all  the  States  to  grant 
to  Congress  the  impost,  (I  am  not  sure,  but  I  be- 
lieve ahc  stood  alone  in  the  refusal,)  the  Slates 
determined  no  longer  to  put  up  with  her  condaci, 
and  absdutely  rebelled  agaiiut  the  Oovemment. 
The  first  State  that  did  ao  was  New  Jersey,  who, 
by  a  solemn-act,  passed  in  all  its  proper  forms  by 
her  legislature  and  government,  most  positively 
and  ateolutdy  refused  any  longer  to  obevtberequi- 
sitioDt  of  Congress,  or  to  pay  auotber  aollar.  As 
there  was  no  doubt  other  States  would  soon  fol- 
low their  example — as  Pennsylvania  shortly  did — 
CoDgresa,  aware  of  the  mischiefs  which  must  arise 
if  a  aisBoIutioQ  look  place  of  the  Union  before  a 
new  Qovernmeni  could  be  formed,  sent  a  deputa- 
tion of  their  own  body  to  address  the  Legislature 
of  New  Jersey,  of  whieh  I  tras  appointed  chair- 
man. We  did  repair  there,  and  addressed  them, 
and  I  had  the  honor  and  happiness  to  carry  back 
witb  m6  to  Congress  the  repeal  of  her  act  by  New 
Jersey — a  State,  during  the  whole  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  celebrated  for  her  patriotism,  and  who, 
ID  this  noble  self-denial,  and  forgetfiilness  of  inju- 
ries inflicted  by  New  York  on  her  and  the  rest  of 
the  Union,  exhibited  a  diHinterestedness  and  love 
of  Union  which  did  her  the  highest  honor.    , 

The  revolt  of  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania 
accelerated  the  new  Constitution.  On  a  motion 
from  Virginia  the  Conventioft  met-at  Philadelphia, 
whe^e,  as  yon  will  find  from  the  Journals,  we  were 
repeatedly  in  danger  of  dissolving  without  doing 
anytbioR;  that  body  being  eauuly  divided  as  to 
l&rge  amTsmall  Stales,  and  each  having  a  vote,  and 
the  small  States  insisting  most  pertinacionsly,  for 
near  six  weeks,  on  equal  power  in  both  braucues — 
nothing  but  the  prudence  and  forbearance  of  the 
large  States  saved  the  Union.  A  compromise  was 
mad^  that  the  small  States  and  large  should  be 

anally  represented  in  the  Senate,  and  proportion- 
y  in  the  House  of  Representatives.    I  am  now 
arrived  at  the  reason  for  which  I  have,  sir,  taken 
the  liberty  to  make  theae  preliminary  Kmarb. 
16th  Con.  Ist  Sess. — tS 


For,  as  the  true  motive  for  all  thisdreadful  clamor 
thronghout  the  Union,  this  serious  aud  eventful 
attack  on  our  most  sacred  and  valuable  rights  and 
properties,  is,  to  gain  a  fixed  ascendency  in  the  rep- 
resentatiDn  in  Congress ;  and,  ax  the  only  flimsy  ex- 
cuse under  which  Ue  Northern  and  Eastern  States 
shelter  themselves,  is,  that  they  have  been  hardly 
treated  in  the  representation  in  ihia  House,  and 
that  they  have  lost  the  benefit  of  the  compromise 
thef  pretend  was  made,  and  which  I  shml  most 
,  positively  deny,  and  show  that  nothing  tike  a  com- 
promise was  ever  intended. 

By  all  the  public  expenses  being  borne  by  in- 
direct taxes,  and  not  direct,  as  was  expected ;  if  I 
can  show  that  all  tbeir  pretensions  and  claims  are 
whollyuntrue  and  unfounded,  and  that  while  they 
are  fully  represented,  they  did,  by  force,  or  some- 
thing like  it,  deprive  us  of  a  rightful  part  of  our 
representation,  I  shall  then  be  able  to  take  the 
mask  from  ell  their  pretended  reasons  and  excuses, 
and  show  this  unpardonablje  attack,  this  monster, 
in  its  true  and  uncorered  hideousness. 

Long  before  our  present  public  distresses  had 
convinced  even  the  mostienorant  and  uninformed 
politician  of  the  truth  of  tlie  maxim  I  am  about  to 
mention,  all  the  well-informed  statesmen  of  our 
Union  knew  that  the  only  true  mode  for  a  large 
agricultural  and  commercial  country  to  flourisn, 
was  never  to  import  more  than  they  can  pay  for 
by  the  export  of  their  own  native  products;  that, 
if  they  do,  they  will  be  sure  to  plunge  themselves 
into  the  disiressing  and  disgraceful  situation  this 
conutty  is  in  at  present. 

If,  then,  this  great  political  truth  or  maxim,  or 
call  It  what  you  please,  is  most  unquestionable,  let 
us  now  see  who  supports  this  Ciovemment;  who 
raises  your  armies,  equips  your  navies,  pays  your 
public  debt,  enableB  you  to  erect  forti,  arsenals, 
and  deck  yards.  'Who  nerves  the  arm  of  this 
Government  and  enables  you  to  lift  it  for  ibe  pro- 
tection, (he  honor^  and'  exteiision  of  our  beloved 
Republic  into  regions  where  none  hut  brutes  and 
savages  have  before  roamed  i  Who  are  your  real 
sinews  in  war,  and  the  best — I  had  almost  said 
nearly  the  only — sinews  and  sources  of  yonr  com- 
merce in  peace  t     I  will  presently  tell  you. 

If,  as  no  doubt,  you  will  in  future  confine  your 
imports  to  the  amount  of  yonr  exports  of  native 
products,  and  all  your  revenue  is  to  be,  as  it  is 
now,  raised  by  taxes  or  duties  on  your  imports,  I 
ask  you'who  pays  the  expense,  and  who,  in  fact, 
enables  you  to  go  on  with  your  GoTeroment  at 
all,  and  prevents  its  wheels  from  stopping?  Fwill 
show  you  by  the  papers  which  ]  hola  in  my  hand. 
This,  sit,  is  yonr  Secretary  of  the  Treasury's  re- 
port, made  a  few  weeks  ago,  by  which  it  appears 
that  all  the  exports  of  native  products,  from  Maine 
to  Pennsylvania,  inclusive,  for  the  last  year, 
amounted  to  only  about  eighteen  millions  of  dol- 
lars: while  those  among  the  slaveholding  States, 
to  tne  southward  of  Pennsylvania,  amounted  to 
thirty-two  millions  or  thereabouts,  thereby  ena- 
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from  whence  do  these  exports  uiae  7  By  wbose 
handi  are  tbey  made'?  1  aoiwei,  entirely  by  the 
■laves;  and  yet  thene  ratuable  iahabitaoB,  vUh- 
cmt  whom  yoor  very  Goremnient  coald  not  ^  on, 
and  the  laoor  of  two  or  three  of  whom  in  the 
SoQtheiD  States  ia  more  vatuable  to  it  than  the 
Uboi  of  fire  of  their  inhabitanU  in  the  Eaatern 
Stales,  the  States  ownin;  and  posseaaiDs  them  are 
denied  a  representation  Mit  for  three-fiiins  on  this 
floor,  while  the  whol(    '"'  ' 

diictive  inhsbitanb  o 
States  are  fully  repf 
this  equal  ?  And  yet  they  hare  the  modesty 
complain  of  the  representation,  as  unjust  acd  une- 
qual ;  and  that  they  hare  not  the  r«tura  made 
utem  they  expected,  by  taxing  the  slares,  and 
malting  them  bear  a  proportion  of  the  public  bur- 
dens. Some  writers  on  ptditical  eoonomy  ate  of 
opinion  that  the  representation  of  a  State  ought 
always  to  be  equally  founded  on  population  agd 
taxation.  It  it  my  duty  to  believe  that  these  are 
the  true  criterions ;  for  my  own  8tate(South  Ca- 
nriina)  having,  in  her  House  of  RegneseDtatives, 
134  mnnbars,  62  of  them  are  a^qjortioned  by  the 
white  population,  and  62  on  taxation ;  thus  rep- 
resenting the  contributions  of  our  citizens  in  every 
way,  whether  arising  from  services  or  tKies. 

Before  I  proceed  to  the  other  parts  of  this  ques- 
tion, I  have  thus  endeavored  to  give  a  new  view 
of  the  subject  of  representation  Jn  this  House ;  to 
show  liow  much  more  the  Eastern  and  Northern 
States  are  represented  than  the  Southern  and 
Western;  how  little  right  the  former  have  to  com- 
[dain,  and  how  unreasonable  it  is  that,  while,  to 
continue  the  balance  of  representation  in  the  Sen- 
ate, we  consent  to  give  admission  to  Maine,  to 
make  up  for  Missouri,  they  most  uncoascionaUy 
require  to  hare  both,  and  thus  add  four  to  the 
number  now  preparing,  most  cruelly,  to  lift  the 
arm  of  the  uovemmcnt  aninsl  the  property  of 
the  Southern  and  Western  States. 

If  1  have  succeeded,  as  i  hope  1  have,  in  proving 
the  imreasoaaUeness  of  the  complaints  of  toe  Eisst- 
em  and  Northern  States  on  the  subject  of  repn- 

"  n,  it  would,  I  sQppose,  appear  extraordinary 


I  the  people  of  thb  nation  that  this  altemi 
nade,  even  if  Congtesg 
is  the  right  to  legislate  ( 


Loofd 


sbould  now  be  made, 
be  found  to jpossess  the 

fere  in  it.  Bat  if,  in  addition  to  this,  it  should 
be  in  my  power  to  show  that  they  have  not  the 
most  distant  right  to  int^fere,  or  to  legidate  at 
all  upon  the  subject  of  ^avery,  or  to  admit  a 
State  in  any  way  whatever  except  on  terms  t^ 
perfect  equalilv ;  that  they  have  no  right  to  make 
compacts  on  the  subject,  and  that  the  only  power 
they  have  is  to  see  that  the  sovemment  of  the 
State  to  be  admitted  is  a  repuuiean  one,  having 
legidative,  executive,  and  ludiciary  powers,  the 
rights  of  conscience,  jufy,  a  nabees  corpus,  and  alt 
the  great  leading  principles  of  our  leoublican  sys- 
tems, well  securecf,  and  to  guaranty  them  to  it:  if 
I  shall  be  able  to  do  this,  of  course  the  attempt 
must  fail,  and  the  ameadment  be  rejected. 

The  suOTiorters  of  the  amendment  contend  thai 
Congress  have  the  rif^ht  to  insist  on  the  prevention 
of  involuntary  servitude  in  Missouri;  and  found 


Ihe  right  on  the  ninth  seeiion  of  the  first  article, 
which  says,  "  the  migration  or  importation  of  such 
'  persons  as  the  States  now  exbting  may  think 
'  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited  by  tke 
'  Congress  prior  to  the  year  1806,  but  a  tax  or  dnnr 
'  may  be  imposed  on  such  importation  notexceed- 
'  ing  ten  doUaw." 

]n  considering  this-  article,  I  will  detail;  as  fat 
as  at  this  distant  period  is  possible,  what  was  the 
intention  of  the  Convention  thai  farmed  the  Cob* 
stitution  in  this  article.  The  intention  was,  to  give 
Congress  a  power,  after  the  rear  1806,  to  prevent 
the  importation  of  slaves  eitner  by  land  or  watn 
from  other  countries.  The  word  rmport,  includes 
both,  and  applies  wholly  to  slaves.  Without  this 
limitation,  Congress  might  have  sloj^ied  it  soonox 
under  their  g«ieral  powst  to  r^ulats  commnce; 
and  it  was  on  agreed  point,  a  solemnly  undetstood 
compact,  that,  on  the  Southern  Stale*  consenting  to 
shut  their  ports  against  the  importation  of  Africans, 
BO  power  was  to  be  delegated  to  CongRss,  nor 
were  thev  ever  to  be  autboriied  to  touch  the  qoes' 
tion  of  shivery;  that  the  property  of  the  Southnn 
Stales  in  slaves  was.  to  oe  as  sacredly  preserved, 
and  protected  to  Ihemy  as  that  of  land,  or  any 
other  kind  of  property  in  the  Eastern  Btata  were 
to  be  to  their  citizens. 

The  term,  or  word,  migration,  applies  wholly  to 
free  whiles ;   in  its  Constitutional  t 


tended  bribe  Convention,  it  means'  "voluntary 
change  of  servitude."  from  onecountry  to  another. 
The  reasons  of  its  being  adopted  and  used  in  the 


Constitution,  as  far  as  I  can  recollect,  were  Ihne; 
that  tbe  Conslttulion  being  a  frame  of  govern- 
ment, cunsistiog  wholly  of  delegated  power*,  alt 
power,  not  expressly  delegated,  being  reserved  to 
the  people  or  the  States,  it  was  supposed,  that, 
without  some  express  grant  to  them  ol  power  on 
tbe  subject,  Congress  would  not  be  authorized  ever 
to  touch  thequestion  of  migration  hither, or  emigra- 
tion to  this  country,  however  pressing  or  urgent 
the  necessity  for  such  a  measure  mignt  be;  thai 
they  could  derive  no  such  power  from  liie  usage* 
of  nations,  or  even  the  laws  of  war ;  that  the  lait» 
wonld  only  enable  them  to  make  prisMiers  of  alien 
enemies,  which  would  not  be  sufficient,  as  spies 
or  other  dangerous  emigrants,  who  were  not  aJien 
enemies,  might  enter  l£c  country  for  trcason^e 
purposes,  and  do  great  injury;  that,  as  all  govsra- 
inents  possessed  this  power,  it  -was  necessary  to 
give  it  to  our  own,  which  could  alone  exercise  it, 
and  where,  on  other  and  mncfa  greater  points,  ws 
had  placed  unlimited  confidence;  itwas,therefbre, 
a^r«ed  thnt^  in  the  same  article,  the  word  migiB- 
lion  should  be  placed;  and  that,  from  tbe  year 
1806,  Congress  snould  possess  the  compete  power 
to  stop  either  or  both,  as  they  mivbi  suppose  tbe 
public  interest  required;  the  article,  therefwe,  is. 
a  wgalive  pregnant,  restraining  for  twenty  years, 
and  giving  the  power  after. 

The  reasons  lor  restraining  tbe  power  to  prevent 
migration  hither  for  twenty  years,  were,  to  the 
best  of  my  recollection,  these:  Tiiat,  as  at  this 
time,  we  had  immense  and  almost  immeasurable 
territory,  peopled  by  not  more  than  two  millima 
and  a  half  (rf  iobabitanU,  it  wttf  of  very  great 
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suihT.  and  indiiitrioiu  Su/opeaiu.  The  wise  uuu' 
tectoiWilliam  Peas,  and  tbe  anezampled  growth 
of  PeoDiylvainB,  were  cited.  It  was  said,  tbat  the 
pMals  of  the  only  tem»(e  of  true  freedom  now  eX'  . 
tOtBg  on  earth  riunild  be  thrown  open  to  all  mao' 
ktod ;  tfcatall  foragners  of  iaduitrious  habits  should 
be  wdeome,  and  none  inore  so  than  mm  of  acience, 
sad  soch  as  may  bring  Ur  us  arts  we  are  uoac- 
qoainted  with,  or  the  mfMis  of  perfecliw  those  in 
wbieh  we  ate  not  yet  mfficieatly  billed — capi- 
I^iats  whose  wealth  may  add  to  our  comni«rce  or 
dancadQ  im^oranents ;  let  the  door  be  erer  and 
most  aOcetionalely  open  to  iltasirious  exiles  and 
nficnn  is  the  eaiue  of  liberty ;  in  short,  open  it 
libeially  to  scietice,  to  raerit,  and  tileats,  wherever 
found,  aad  receive  and  make  them  your  own. 
That  the  safest  mode  would  be  to  pursne  the  course 
fcr  twenty  yan,  and  not,  before  rhat  period,  put 
it  at  all  into  the  power  of  CoDKress  to  shut  it; 
that,  by  dtat  tiaie,  the  Union  woold  be  so  settled, 
aad  ovTM^ulalioD  would  be  so  raaek  iDcreased, 
w«  eonld  proceed  on  our  own  stock,  without  the 
AithoraecM^B  of  foreigners;  that,  as  Congress 
were  to  be  prohibited  from  stopping  the  imporla- 
tioB  of  slarea  lo  settle  the  Southerb  States,  as  no 
otaaale  was  to  be  thrown  in  the  way  of  their  in- 
erwR  and  settlement  for  that  period,  let'  it  be  so 
tpith  tb«  Piorthem  and  Eastern,  to  which,  pvtic- 
t^tly  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  it  was  ex- 
ptctedmo«l  of  the  emigrants  would  go  from  Eu- 
rope: and  it  so  happened,  for,  previous  to  the  year 
l808,inore  than  double  as  many  Europeans  em- 
igrated to  these  States,  as  of  Africans  were  im- 
parted into  the  Southern  States. 

1  have,  sir,  smiled  at  the  idea  of  some  gentie- 
ineo  in  supposing  that  Congress  possessed  the  pow- 
er to  insert  tbis  amendment,  from  that,  which  is 
given  in  the  OoactitatiDn  to  isolate  commerce 
Mtween  the  several  Slates  ;  and  some  have  as- 
sarted^ that  under  it,  they  not  only  have  the  pow- 
er to  inhibit  slavery  in  Misseari,  but  even  to  pre- 
TWii  the  migration  of  slaves  fhim  one  State  to  ano- 
ther— from  Maryland  to  Vir^nia.  The  true  and 
pwaliarly  ludknms  maaner  in  which  a  gentleman 
fiOBi'that  Stale  lately  treated  this  part  of  thesub- 
JMt,  will,  no  doubt,  induce  an  aeandonment  of 
Ais  ^Mtended  right;  nor  shall  I  stop  to  answer 
ttuntti  gentlemen  can  convince  me  that  migrBtbn 
does  not  taean  change  of  residence  from  one 
oountiy  or  climate  to  another,  and  that  the  United 
States  are  not  one  country,  one  nation,  or  one  peo- 
ple. If  the  wotd  does  mean  as  I  contend,  and 
we  are  one  people,  I  will  then  ask,  how  it  is  pos- 
siWe  to  migrate  nrom  one  part  of  a  country  to 
another  part  of  the  same  country?  Surely,  sir, 
wlwn  such  straws  as  these  are  caught  at  to  sup- 
port a  right,  the  hopes  of  doing  so  must. he  slender 
inMeed.  1  will  only  mention  here,  as  it  is  perfectly 
within  my  recollection,  that  the  power  was  given 
to  Congress  to  regulate  the  commerce  by  water 
between  the  States  and  it  being  feared,  by  the 
Southern,  that  the  Eastan  would,  whenever  they 
could,  do  K)  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  Southern 
Sttie^  you  will  find,  in  the  6th  section  of  the  1st 
aniole,  CiHi^ireas  ore  premted  fiom  taxing  ex- 


ports, or  givingpreferenee  to  the  ports  of  one  Stats 
oret  another,  or  obliging  vesseb  bound  from  one 
State  to  clear,  enter,  or  pay  duties  in  another; 
which  restrictions,  more  clearly  thatt  any  thing 
else,  prove  what  the  power  to  regulate  conugereo 
among  the  several  States  means. 

The  gentlemen,  being  driven  from  these  grounds, 
come  then  to  what  they  call  their  great  and  im- 
pregvable  right — that,  under  the  3d  section  ef  the 
4lh  article,  it  is  declared,  new  Stales  may  be  ad- 
mitted into  this  Union  by  the  Congress ;  and  that^ 
by  the  latter  clause  of  the  same  section,  the  Con- 
gress ab&ll  have  Miwer  to  dispose  of,  and  make  t& 
needful  ruloi  and  regulations  respecting  the  terri- 
tory or  other  property  belonging  to  the  United 
Stales. 

By  the  first  clauae  they  contend,  that  Congicaa 
ample  and  unlimited  command  ovor  tha 


renub- 
ind  ju- 


whole  subject ;  that  they  can  reject  the  ai 
of  a  State  altogether,  or  can  admit  one,  and  impoae 
such  conditions,  or  make  sach  compacts  wtut  a 
Stale  a*  they  may  please  ;  and  that,  unless  a  State 


of  naiions  call  a  State.  Vattel  says,  "  Nations  or 
'States  are  bodies  politic ;  societies  of  men  united 
'  together  to  procure  their  mutual  safety  and  ad- 
'  vantagebymeansof  iheirunion.  Sucnasocietr 
'  has  Its  affairs  and  interests ;  it  ddibetates  and 
'  resolves  in  common,  and  thus  becomes  a  moral 
'  person,  having  an  understanding  and  a  will  pe- 
'  culiar  to  itself,  and  is  susceptible  of  obligatioDa 
'  and  laws."  Tnis  is  what  he  calls  a  State.  What 
do  we  call  one  1  A  territory  inhabited  by  a  peo- 
ple livine  under  a  government  formed  by  then- 
selves,  which  government  possesses,  in  a  ren" 
lican  form,  all  the  legisladve,  eiecotive,  and  , 
diciary  powers  necessary  to  the  protection  of  the 
liv^,  liberties,  characters  and  properties  of  their 
citizsis.  or  which  they  can  exercise  for  their  btti- 
eSl,  and  have  not  delegated  to  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, for  the  common  defence  and  general  wel- 
fare of  an  union,  composed  of  a  number  of  State*, 
whose  rights  and  political  powers  are  all  perfectly 
equal ;  uat,  amoag  these,  one  of  the  roost  import- 
ant in,  that  of  deciding  for  themselves  what  Vind 
of  perspnir  shall  inhabit  their  country,  no  otheia 
being  either  so  capable-or  St  to  jnd^  on  this  very 
important  point  as  respects  their  private  bttppinesc 
as  themselves,  as  they  alone  &n  either  to  suffer  or 
benefit  from  the  injodieious  or  wise  choice  they 
may  make ;  that  as  the  other  States  possess  com- 
pletely this  power,  Missouri  has  the  same  right; 
that,  if  she  was  inclined,  she  coald  not  give  to 
Congress  the  right  to  decide  for  her,  nor  could  the 
latter  accept  it ;  that  all  tbe  iuhabitantsof  Missottri 
being  against  the  prohibition,  to  insist  on  it,  is  to 
entirely  put  it  out  of  her  power  tu  enter  the  Union, 
and  to  keep  her  in  a  slate  of  colonial  tyranny  r 
that,  if  you  can  exercise  this  right,  where  will  you 


eber 


slop  7  May  you  not  dictate  to  her  ih 
govemmeatshe  shall  havel  mayyt 
a  plural  executive,  a  legislature  for  six  and  judges 
for  one  year  t  If  you  say  there  shall  be  no  jlavery, 
may  yon  not  say  tnere  shall  be  no  marriage  1  may 
yoD  not  insult  on  her  being  difierent  in  every  respect 
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ftomiheotken?  Sir.if raiiaredetermiued tabre^ 
the  ConsticutioD  ia  this  important  poiat,  you  may 
ereo  proceed  to  do  eo  in  tae  essences  of  the  very 
fonn  you  are  bouod  to  guarasty  to  [hem.  Instead 
of  endeavoring  to  lessen  or  injure  the  force  and 
spirit  of  the  State  governments,  every  true  friend 
of  hie  country  ought  to  endeavor,  as  far  as  he  can, 
to  strengthen  them ;  for,  beaMUTed,it  will  beloihe 
■trength  and  increase  of  our  Slate  goTernmeni^ 
more  than  any  other,  that  the  American  Republic 
will  owe  its  hrmness  and  duration. 

The  people  of  Europe,  froin  their  total  ignor- 
ance of  our  country  and  Government,  have  alwavs 
augured  that  its  great  extent,  when  it  came  to  oe 
thickly  peopled,  would  ocoiision  its  Kpanition ; 
this  is  still  the  opinion  of  all,  and  the  hope  of  many 
there;  whereas,  nothing  can  be  more  true  in  our 
politics  than  that,  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of 
the  State  governments,  ine  strength  and  solidity 
of  the  Federal  Government  are  augmented ;  so 
that,  with  twenty  or  twenty-two  govemmenls,  we 
^all  he  mijch  more  secure  from  disunion  than 
with  twelve,  and  ten  times  more  so  than  if  we 
were  a  single  or  consolidated  one.  By  the  indi- 
vidual States  exercising,  as  they  do,  all  the  powers 
necessary  fw  municipal  or  individual  purposes — 
trying  all  questions  of  property,  and  punishiDg  all 
crimes  not  belonging,  in  either  case,  to  the  federal 
courts  and  leavmg  the  General  Government  at 
leisure  and  in  a  situation  solely  (o  devote  itself  to 
the  exercise  of  the  great  powers  of  war  and  peace, 
commeroe  and  our  connexions  with  foreigners, 
and  all  the  natural  authorities  delegated  by  the 
Constitution,  it  eases  them  of  a  vast  quantity  of 
business  that  would  very  much  disturb  the  exer- 
cise of  their  gi;ncra]  powers.  Nor  is  it  clear  that 
any  single  governmenl,  ui  a  country  so  extensive, 
could  transmit  the  full  influence  of  the  laws  neces- 
sary to  local  purposes  through  all  its  parts;  where- 
as, the  State  governments,  having  all  a  eonve- 
nieot  suriouading  territory,  exercise  these  powers 
with  ease,  and  are  always  at  hand  to  give  aid  to  the 
federal  tribunahi  and  officers  placea  among  them 
to  execute  their  laws,  should  assistance  be  neces- 
sary. Another  great  advantage  is,  the  almost 
niter  impossibility  of  erecting  among  them  the 
standard  of  faction,  to  any  alarming  d^ree,  against 
the  Union,  so  as  to  threaten  its  dissolution,  or  pro- 
duce changes  in  any  but  a  Constitutional  way.  It 
is  welt  laiown  that  faction  is  always  much  more 
easy  and  dangerous  in  small  than  large  countries ; 
ana  when  we  consider  that,  to  the  security  afforded 
by  the  extent  of  our  territory  are  to  be  added,  the 

Kards  of  the  State  Legislatures,  which  bnng  se- 
ted  as  they  are,  and  always  the  most  proper  or- 
gans of  their  citizens'  opinions  as  to  the  measures 
of  the  General  Government,  stand  as  alert  and 
faithful  sentinels  to  disprove,  as  they  did  in  the 
times  that  are  past,  such  acti  as  appear  impolitic 
or  unconstitutional,  or  to  approve  and  support,  as 
they  have  frequently  done  since,  such  as  were  pat- 
riotic or  praiseworthy.  With  such  guards  it  is 
impossible  for  any  serious  opposition  to  be  made 
to  the  Federal  Cfovcrnmcnt  on  slight  or  trivial 
grounds;  nor,  through  such  an  extent  of  territory 
or  number  of  States,  would  any  but  the  most  ty- 


rannical or  corrupt  acts  claim  aerioiu  attenlimt ) 
and,  whenever  they  occur,  we  can,  always  safely 
trust  to  a  sufficient  numbu  of  the  States  arraying 
themselves  in  a  manner  to  produce  by  their  influ- 
ence the  neoessaiy  reforms,  in  a  peaceable  and 
lesal  mode.  With  iwenty-four  or  more  States  it 
wSl  be  impossible,  sir,  for  four  or  five  States,  or 
any  comparatively  small  number,  ever  to  threaten 
the  existence  of  tne  Union.  They  will  be«a^T 
seen  through  by  the  other  eighteen  or  twenty,  and 
frowned  into  insignificance  and  submission  to  the 

Seneral  will,  in  all  cases  where  the  proceedings  of 
le  Federal  Government  are  approved  by  than. 
And,  even  in  cases  where  doubts  may  arise  as  to 
the  wisdom  or  policy  of  their  measures,  all  factious 
measures  will  be  made  to  wait  Ckinstitutional  re- 
dress, in  the  peaceable  manner  prescribed  by  thft 
Constitution. 

Without  the  instrumentality  of  the  States  in  a 
comitry  so  large  and  fiee,  and  with  their  Govern* 
ment  at  a  great  distance  from  its  extremities,  there 
would  be  considerable  danger  of  facticra  ;  but  at 
present  there  is  very  little,  and,  aa  the  States  in- 
crease, the  danger  will  lessen  ;  and  it  is  this  admi- 
rable expanding  principle  or  system,  if  I  may  use 
the  term,  which,  while  it  carries  new  States  and 
governments  into  our  forests  and  increases  the  pop- 
ulation and  resources  of  the  Union,  must  unques- 
tionably, at  the  same  time,  add  to  its  means  to 
resist  and  repress  with  ease  all  attacks  of  foreign 
hostility  or  domestic  faction.  It  is  this  system, 
which  IS  not  at  all  understood  in  Europe  and  too 
little  among  ouraelves,  that  will  i<^  keep  as  a 
strong  and  united  people ;  nor  do  I  see  any  ques- 
tion, out  the  one  which  respects  slavery,  that  can 
ever  divide  us. 

The  question  being  the  admission  of  a  new  State, 
1  hope  these  remarks  wilt  be  considered  as  in  point, 
as  tney  go  to  show  the  importance  of  the  State 
governments,  and  how  really  and  indeed  indispen- 
sably they  are  the  pdlars  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, ana  how  anxious  we  should  be  to  strengthen 
aoduot  to  impair  them,  to  make  ibem  all  the  strong 
and  equal  supporters  of  the  federal  system. 

Withrespeol  to  Louisiana,  Congress  bavealready 
by  their  acts  solemnly  ratified  the  treaty  which  ex- 
tends to  all  the  States,  created  out  of  chat  purchase^ 
the  benefits  of  an  admission  into  the  Union  <m> 
equal  terms  with  the  old  States  ;  they  gave  to 
Louisiana  first,  and  afterwards  to  Missouri  and 
Arkansas,  Territorial  government^  in  all  of  which 
tbey  agreed  to  the  admission  of  slaves.  Louisiana 
was  incorporated  into  the  Union,  allowing  their 
admission ;  Missouri  was  advanced  to  the  second 

grade  of  Territorial  government,  without  the  pro- 
ibition  of  slavery  :  thus,  for  more  than  sixteen 
years,  Missouri  considered  herself  precisely  in  the 
situation  of  her  sislet  Louisiana,  and  many  thou- 
sands of  slaves  have  been  carried  by  settlers  there. 
To  deny  it,  then,  now,  will  operate  as  a  snare, 
unworthy  the  faith  of  this  GovernmenL  What  is 
to  be  done  1  Are  the  slaves  now  theie  to  be  man- 
umitted, or  their  masters  obliged  to  carry  them 
away,  break  up  all  their  settlements,  and,  in  thisun- 
just  and  unexpected  manner,  to  be  hurled  into  ruin  ? 
If  we  are  to  pay  tio  respect  to  the  Constitution,  or 
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(0  treaties,  are  we  to  pay  no  respect  to  our  own 
laws,  by  which  the  faith  of  the  aatioa  ba.s,  for 
lixteea  years,  been  solenuilf  pledged,  that  do  pro- 
hibition wonld  take  place,  as  to  slavery,  in  tfiose 
States  ?  1  have  said  ao  mucli,  to  show  bow  iiU' 
porlant  it  is  to  the  Grmneia  and  duration  of  the 
American  Union,  to  preserve  the  States  and  their 
gornnment  in  the  full  possession  of  all  the  rights 
secured  by  the  Constitution. 

I  have  nitberto  said  nothing  of  the  treaty,  as  1 
consider  the  rights  of  Missouri  to  rest  on  the  Con- 
siitntion  so  stronglr,  as  not  require  the  aid  of  the 
treaty,  fiat,  I  witi,  at  the  same  time  say,  that,  if 
there  was  no  right  Under  the  Constitution,  the 
treaty,  of  it!>etf,  is  sufBcient,  and  folly  so,  to  give 
it  to  ner.  Let  us,  boweTer,  shor^  examine  the 
treaty.  The  words  are  these:  "The  inhabitants 
'  of  the  ceded  territory  shall  be  incorporated  in 
'  the  Union  of  the  United  States,  and  admitted, 
'  as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  principles 
'  of  the  Federal  Coiutitoiion,  to  the  enjoyment 
<  of  alt  the  rights  adranlages,  and  immunities,  of 
'  the  citizens  of  the  United  States."  Of  these  it 
is  particularly  obsei'vable,  that,  to  leare  no  doubt 
on  the  mind  of  either  of  the  GoTemmcnts  which 
formenl  it,  or  of  any  impartial  man,  so  much  pains 
are  taken  to  secure  loLouisieaaall  the  rights  of  the 
Stateaof  the  American  Union,  a  singular  aad_  un- 
common surplussage  is  introdaced  into  the  article. 
Either  of  ibe  words. *fltoiunttiM,r^ftt»,  or  advarUaga, 
woujd  have been|OlitselfjfuUy sufficient,  hmoaity 
means  privilege,  eiem  pi  ion,  freedom — riffht  means 
justice,    just   claim,   priTilege — aAiontoffi 


convenience,  gaii 


,  benefit,  ravorable  to  t 


stances.  If  either  Word,  therefore,  is  sufficient  to 
give  her  a  right  to  be  plnced  on  an  equal  fbotiog 
with  the  other  States,  who  shall  doubt  of  her  lisbt, 
■when  yon  now  find  that  your  Qovemment  has 
solemnly  pledged  itself  to  bestow  on,  and  guaranty 
to,  Louisiana  all  the  privileges,  exemptions,  and 
freedom,  rights,  immunities,  and  advantages,  jus- 
tice, just  3aims,  conTeniencea,  gains,  benrfts, 
and  fbvorable  ciroumstances,  enjoyed  by  the  other 
States  1 

In  speaking  oftreatiesjTattel  states  as  follows: 
<*  The  implicit  sulwnission  to  their  authority  which 
'  is  exhibited  everywhere,  proves  the  stren^h, 
'  indeed,  unanswerable  strength,  in  which  it  Is 
'  founded." 

These  writers  say,  that  every  thing  which  the 
pabUc  safety  renders  inviolable  is  sacred  in  so- 
ciety. Who,  then,  can  doubt  that  treaties  are  in 
the  number  of  those  things  that  are  held  most 
sacred  by  nations  1  They  determine  the  most  im- 
portant a&irs,  give  rules  to  their  pretensions,  and 
secure  their  most  precious  interests.  Bat  treaties 
aie  only  vain  words,  if  they  are  not  considered  as  in- 
TtolaUe  rolei  to  sovereigns,  and  as  sacred  through- 
out the  whole  world.  Treaties  are,  then,  most 
boly  and  sacred  among  nations ;  and,  if  people 
are  not  wanting  to  themselves,  infamy  must  ever 
be  the  share  of  liim  who  violates  his  faith  ;  for, 
in  doing  so,  he  violates  the  taw  of  nations ;  he  de- 
spises that  faith  which  they  declare  sacred ;  he  is 
ilonbty  gnilty— he  does  an  iajury  to  all  nations, 
«nd  wounds  the  whole  boman  race. 


If  this  is  the  reasoningof  the  best  writers  on  the 
lews  of  nations,  are  we  now  disposed,  for  the  first 
time,  to  be  the  iiislnimenfs  of  rendering  this  nation 

infamous  in  the  eyes  of  the  whole  world,  and 
wound  the  human  racel  Are  we,  who  have  so 
frequently  charged  the  English  and  Spaniards 
wiib  breach  of  treaties  and  of  faith,  now  to  be- 
come  breakers  of  treaties  fiurselves — exhibit  our 
hitherto  honorable,  and  even  uncharged,  Republic 
as  an  evil  example  to  other  Gavemments?  Are 
we,  who  have  always  kept  our  treaties  with  scrU' 
pulous  faith  with  our  Indian  neighbors,  and  con- 
sidered their  weakness  a;  an  additional  call  on  out 
honor,  to  do  so — are  we  now,  for  the  first  time,  to 
turn  back  on  all  our  former  courses,  and  make  our 
feeble  brethren  of  Missouri  the  first  victims  of  out 
breach  of  national  faithi  Even  if  the  treaty  was 
ambiguous,  if  it  was  doubtful,  do  not  the  laws  of 
nations  expressly  declare  "that,  in  doubtful  cases, 
treaties  slull  be  construed  in  favor  of  those  for 
whose  benefit  they  were  made  ?  And  was  it  not 
for  the  express  benefit  of  Louisiana  (all  Louisiana, 
lo-the  utmost  limits)  that  this  treaty  was  mad^ 
eiving  to  the  whole  Territory,  and  all  that  may 
inhabit  it  as  citizens  of  this  Union,  equal  rights, 
immunities,  and  advantages,  with  the  citizens  of 
all  the  other  States  in  it?  Unquestionably  it  was; 
and  it  is  our  duty  to  prevenlj  in  the  words  of  Vat- 
tei,  "the  infamy  of  our  hitherto  untainted  and 
even  unsuspectca  Govemroent,  and  honorably  and 
literally  carry  the  treaty  into  execution." 

Having  thus,  I  trust,  proved  clearly  thai  you 
have  no  right  to  adopt  this  inhibition  of  slaverTi 
but  are  forbid  to  do  so  by  the  Constitution,  as  well 
as  by  the  treaty,  I  ought  perhaps  to  stop  here ;  but 
there  are  some  other  points  wnich  I  ought  not  to 

fiss  unnoticed.  One  of  these  is  the  ordinance  of 
uly,  1787  passed  by  the  Old  Congress,  at  the 
Seriod  of  tne  sitting  of  the  Convention  in  Pbila- 
elpbia,  for  forming  the  Constitution,  by  which 
that  body  f  the  Old  Congress)  undertook  10  form  a 
code  fi)r  die  future  settlement,  government,  and 
admission  into  the  Union,  of^  iJl  the  Territory 
Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  ceded  by  Virginia  to 
the  United  States  in  1785;  which  cession  hiis  so 
often  been  read  to  the  House  in  this  discussion. 
On  this  subject,  I  beg  leave  to  remark  that,  by  the 
Confederation  of  the  United  States,  the  Old  Con- 
gress had  no  power  whatever  but  that  of  admitting 
new  States,  provided  nine  States  assented.  By 
ibis,  it  is  most  unquestionable,  that  no  nnmber  of 
States  under  nine  bad  aoy  right  to  admit  new 
States.  Of  course,  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Confederation  that,  on  so  important  a  measure  as 
the  establishment  of  governments  for,  and  the 
admission  of,  new  States,  Congress  should  never 
possess  the  power  to  act,  unless  nine  States  were 
re[H^sented  m  that  body  at  the  time  of  their  doii^ 
so.  This  ordinance,  therefore,  in  prescribing  the 
forms  of  government,  as  they  respected  legislative, 
executive,  and  judiciary  powers,  in  establishing 
hills  of  rights,  and  the  times  and  terms  of  their  a£ 
mission  into  the  Union,  and  inhibiting  servitude 
therein,  is  eharseable  with  inoratitude  and  usur- 
pation. It  is  cuargeable  with  ingratitude,  when 
we  reflect  that  the  c  '    " 
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patriotism)  made  by  Virginia,  that  tb«  pawing  of 
an  ordinance  wlucn  contained  a  provision  which 
could  not  but  go  to  prevent  the  aamissim  of  Vir- 
ginians there,  as  they  oould  not  more  there  wiUi 
tneir  slaves,  was  a  most  ungracious  and  ungrate- 
ful return  to  that  State  for  hei  liberality,  and  could, 
not  but  meet  with  the  disapprobation  of  thta 
nation.  \ 

I  have  already  mentioned  the  reasons  to  showj , , „  

that  uoless  they  bail  nine  States  present,  the  Olf  {slaves.    The  Jews,  in  the  time  of  the  theeoncy, 
Congress  had  DO  power  to  admit  new  States,  and    and  the  Qreeks  and  fUHiuas,had  all  slaves;  ~' 

r,  .  • :i..  .1.^  r r  —     (jjjj  jjijjg  (here  was  no  nation  without  them,    u 

we  are  to  believe  that  this  world  was  formed  by  a 

ibef    gte&t  and  omnipotent  Beiue;  that  nolhingis  per- 

\    mitl«d  to  exist  here  but  by  his  will,  and  then  throw 

„ 3 attending    our  eyes  throughout  the  whole  of  it,  we  should 

the  passing  this  ordinance,  those  already  meutioneA  form  an  opinion  ray  different  indeed  from  that 
— e  sufficient  to  show  that  it  isanullity;  that  it' .asserted,  that  slavery  was  against  the  law  of  Qod. 


3  powra  to  prescribe  the  forms  of  gov- 
ernment, bills  of  rights,  or  terms  or  times  of  adi 
■ions,  benefits,  or  exclusions,  with  a  less  nun 
than  nine. 
If  there  were  not  other  strong  r< 


never  had  or  could  have  had  a  binding  force  j  that 
the  present  Congress  had  not  has  any  Constitu- 
tional right  to  confirm  that  part  of  it  which  respects 
the  escfusion  of  involuntary  servitude  from  that 
Territory;  and  that  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana, 
and  Illinois,  having  by  their  conEtitntioDs  volun- 
tarily excluded  it,  possess  the  power  whenever  they 
please  to  alter  their  constitutions,  and  admit  servi- 
tude in  any  way  they  think  proper. 

Let  us,  sir,  recollect  the  circumstances  the  Old 
Congress  were  in  at  the  time  they  passed  this  ordi- 
mtnce:  th^  had  dwindled  almost  to  nothing ;  the 
Convention  bad  been  then  three  months  m  ses- 
sion ;  it  was  uaiversally  known  a  Constitution  was 
in  its  esseatiab  agreed  to;  and  the  public  were 
daily  expecting  (what  soon  happened)  the  promul- 

ritionoi  aDewformof  Oovernment  for  the  Union. 
ash,  sir  was  it  under  these  circumslaaces  proper 
for  a  feeble,  dwindled  body,  that  had  wholly  lost 
the  conSdeace  of  the  nation,  and  which  was  then 
wailing  its  supercession  by  the  people — a  feeble, 
inefficient  body,  in  which  only  seven  or  eight 
States  were  represented,  the  whole  of  which  con- 
aisted  of  but  seventeen  or  eighteen  men— «  num- 
ber- smaller  than  your  large  committees;  a  body 
literally  in  the  very  agonies  of  political  death  ;^ — 
was  it,  sir,  even  decent  in  them  ^not  to  say  lawful 
or  Constitutional}  to  have  passed  an  ordinance  of 
such  importance  7  Ida  not  know  or  recollect  the 
names  of  the  members  who  voted  for  it,  but  it  is 
to  be  fairly  presumed  they  could  not  have  been 
among  the  men  who  possessed  the  greatest  confi- 
depceof  the  Union,or  at  that  very  time  they  would 
have  been  members  of  the  C<Hiv«ntion  sitting  at 
Philadelphia.  But  I  am  perhaps  taking  up  your 
time  unnecessarily  on  this  sulfject,  and  I  shul  pro- 
ceed to  others. 

A  great  deal  has  been  said  on  the  subiect  of 
■Uvery — that  it  is  an  infamous  stain  and  ulot  on 
the  States  that  hold  them :  not  only  d^radins  the 
slave,  bnt  the  master,  and  making  him  unfu  for 
B^ublkan  government;  that  it  is  contrary  to  relir 
gum  and  the  law  of  God  ;  and  that  Congress  ought 
to  do  every  thing  in  &eir  power  to  prevent  its 
extension  among  the  new  B  fates. 
THoTt,  sir,  I  should  be  glad  to  know  how  any 


nian  is  acquainted  with  what  is  the  will  or  the 
law  of  God  on  this  subject.  Has  it  ever  be^  im- 
parted either  (o  Ae  old  or  nevr  world  1  Is  there  a 
single  line  in  the  Old  or  New  Teatament,  eitlwr 
censuring  or  forbidding  it?  I  answer  withoni 
hesitation,  no.  Bnt  there  are  huitdred*  speakin* 
of  and  recognising  it.  Hagar,  from  wlHHn  mf 
lions  qnang.  was  an  African  slave,  bought  out  of 
Egypt  by  Abtabam,  the  father  of  the  faithful  and 
the  bdoved  servant  of  the  Most  High ;  and  he 
~,  betides,  three  hundred  and  eignteen  male 


Let  those  acquainted  with  the  situation  of  the 
people  of  Axia  and  Africa,  where  not  one  nan  in 
ten  can  be  called  a  fre«nBB,  or  whose  situation 
can  be  compared  with  the  comforts  of  our  alavea, 
throw  their  eyes  over  tbem,  and  carry  then  to 
Russia,  and  from  the  North  to  the  South  of  Eu- 
rope, where,  except  Great  Brilaio,  notluag  like 
liberty  exists.  Let  them  view  the  lower  clama  of 
their  mhabilants,  by  far  the  most  numerous  of  the 
whole;  the  thousands  of  beggars  that  infest  their 
sQeets,  more  than  half  starved,  half  naked,  Bpd  in 
the  moat  wretched  state  of  human  degradation. 
Let  him  then  eo  to  England;  thecomforts,  if  they 
have  any,  of  uie  lower  classes  of  whose  mfaabil- 
aots  ate  far  mferior  to  those  of  our  slave*.  Lm 
him,  when  there,  ask  of  their  ecc»iomists,  vlAt  are 
the  numbers  of  millions  daily  fed  by  the  hand  id 
charity ;  and.  when  satisfied  there,  then  let  him 
come  nearer  home,  and  examine  iato  the  situation 
of  the  free  negroes  now  resident  in  New  York  and 
Philadelphia,  and  compare  tbem  with  the  sitiwr 
tion  of  our  ^ves,  and  he  will  t^  yon  that,  per- 
hapi^  the  most  miserable  and  degiadad  state  of 
human  nature  is  to  be  found  among  the  free  bb- 
groea  of  New  Yoii  and  Philadelphia,  most  of 
whom  are  fugitives  from  the  Southern  Stales,  re- 
ceived and  sheltered  in  tiiose  States.  I  did  not  go 
to  New  York,  but  1  did  to  Philadelphia,  and  par- 
ticularly examined  this  subject  while  tlure.  I 
saw  their  streets  crowded  with  idle,  drunken  ne> 
grow,  at  every  Conner ;  and,  on  visiting  tibeir  peni- 
tentiary, found,  to  wy  astonishment,  that,  out  of 
five  hundred  convicts  there  confined,  m(»e  than 
one-half  were  blacks;  and,  as  all  we  eonvida 
throughout  that  State  are  sent  to  that  pesiteo^ 
tiary,  and,  if  Pennsylvania  contains  eigbt  hun- 
drea  thousand  white  mfaabilBnts,  and  only  twokty- 
six  thotisaod  Uacks,  of  course  the  erimesaad  view 
of  the  blacks  in  those  Slates  are,  comparatively, 
twenty  times  greater  than  thoaeof  thewnitesia  the 
same  States,  and  clearly  proves  that  a  state  of 
freedom  is  one  of  the  greatest  corses  yon  aoi  in- 
flict on  them. 

From  the  optaions  ex[»eued  re^teating  tfae 
Sonthvn  State*  and  the  slaves  there,  it  appeal*  tsy 
.  me  most  dear,  that  the  minnbv*  on  the  g^oate 
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■le  know  nothing  of  tke  Soathem  Stales,  tbeir 
lands,  products,  or  slaves.  Tluae  who  vinl  na.  or 
go  to  UMWUthwud,  find  so  grwl  a  dtSerotce  out 
mmay  <d  tbem  lenaain  mnd  fettie  thse.  1  per- 
6etty  recoUeet  that  wl)«n,  in  1791,  Ooteral  Wa^ 
iagloa  viaitad  Sooth  Caralina,  be  wat  lo  auiprised 
at  the  ri«bs«u.  order.  Mid  soil  or  oar  conafry,  that 
he  exprcMed  hia  great  aatODishmest  at  the  flate 
of  agncuUural  naprovement  aod  exeeUaace  oar 
lidft-ttuda  exhiialed.  He  said,  he  had  so  idea  the 
United  States  posaessed  it.  Had  I  then  seal  as 
mnch  oi  fiarope  as  I  have  since,  I  would  have  n- 
^ied  to  him,  that  he  would  not  see  ita  eipial  in 
wropa.  Sir,  when  we  cecoUect  that  our  fonaer 
parent  State  was  the  original  cause  ef  introdocing 
■larer;  into  America,  and  that  neither  ounelTcs 
or  aueestan  are  chargeable  with  it ;  that  it  cannot 
be  got  rid  of  wi^ut  numng  toe  country,  oer- 
ttinljr  the  present  mild  tieatmeat  of  our  slaves  is 
most  honofftble  to  that  part  of  the  coantry  where 
•lavery  exiats.  £very  slave  has  a  comforlaUe 
haaatj  is  well  fed,  clothed,  aad  taken  care  of;  he 
faaa  his  &mity  about  him,  and  in  sickness  has  the 
aame  nedieal  aid  as  his  maater,  and  has  d  sure  and 
eonfortable  retreat  in  old  ase,  to  protect  him 
aninat  its  infirtntties  and  wedness.  During,  the 
irWe  of  his  life  he  is  free  from  care,  that  aanker 
of  the  humaD  heart,  which  destroys  at  least  one- 
half  of  the  thinkiag  part  of  mankind,  and  from 
which  a  favored  few,  very  feir,  if  indeed  any,'CaD 
be  faid  to  be  fwe.  Being  without  education,  and 
bora  to  obey,  to  pei^ons  of  that  description  mod- 
cmte  labor  and  discipline  are  essenlial.  The  dis- 
cipliHe  ought  to  be  mild,  but  still,  while  slavery  is 
to  exist,  there  roust  be  discipline.  In  this  state 
they  are  happier  than  they  can  possibly  be  if  free. 
A  free  black  can  only  be  happy  whae  he  has 
sam«  share  of  education,  and  has  been  bred  to  a 
trade^  or  some  kind  of  busioesa.  The  great  body 
of  slaves  are  happier  in  their  present  situation  than 
they  could  he  in  any  otha*,  and  the  man  or  men 
who  woold  atlempi  to  give  them  freedoio,  would 
be  their  grcateat  enemiea. 

All  the  writefs  who  contend  that  the  slaves  in- 
ciease  &stez  than  the  tree  blacks,  if  they  assert 
what  is  true,  prove  that  the  black,  when  in  the 
eonditioa  of  a  slave,  is  happier  than  when  free,  as, 
in  fvopottion  to  tbe  comfort  and  happiness  of  any 
kind  of  pcop^  such  will  be  the  iDcrcase;  and  the 
next  ceosos  will  show  what  has  been  the  imcrea.se 
of  both  dcaeripCions.  free  and  slave,  and  will,  I 
thl^  prave  the  tmtn  of  these  opinioBs. 

In  this  ditcnsHOn  tbe  question  as  to  the  putobaie 
(rf  Louistana  has  beenintrodaced,  and  gives  me  an 
omncttButy  to  ^tate  my  opinion  on  the  subject. 
So  far  as  my  knowledge  of  the  facts,  precediuff 
that  pMTchase,  enable  me  lo  form  an  opinion,  1 
piMKiunce  that  Mr.  Jefierson,  in  planning  the  pnr- 
ohaacj  and  tbe  gentlemen  who  were  employea  in 
ncgotiatiBgiltDoveredlhciiuelveewithgiwy.  The 
facta  that  preceded  that  pntchaae  were  theses  In 
the  year  1786,  Spain  despalohed  a  Minitfer,  nwned 
Garckiqni,  (o  ibis  country,  instrveted  to  ofier  to  form 
with  us  a  treaty  of  commerce,  wfaiefa  she  said  was 
am  advanCaBeoBs  one,  if  we  would,  in  the  same 
testy,  sonaest  tc)  givs  up  the  navigatilHLof  that 


pwt  of  the  river  Misaisdppi  which  ran  through  the 
Spanish  dominions.  This,  sir,  I  asserted  on  this 
floor  some  days  ago,  and  now  repeat,  that,  on  this 
treaty  being,  accordmg  to  the  then  routine  of  b»- 
sine^  referred  to  Mr.  Jay,  then  Secretary  for  For- 
eign Afihirs,  he  did,  to  the  best  of  my  reeoUeetion, 
r^xirt  that  it  would,  in  his  oranion,  he  expedient  to 
adioptit;  that  seven,  all  of  the  Eiastem  and  North- 
ern States,  did  vote  for  it,  bat  that,  ovriag  to  the 
Confederation  requiring  that  nine  States  sSouli  be 
neeessary  to  form  atreaty,  it  was  at  length  defeated, 
if  any  pert  (rf  the  public  business  in  uiis  courdajTr 
in  which  I  have  been  engaged,  ever  gave  me  more 
pleasure  than  others,  it  was  the  agency  I  had  in 
association  with  an  honorable  gentleman,,  now 
high  in  office,  and  in  Washingtpn,  in  preventing 
it.  I  believe  I  may  venture  to  say,  that  it  ww 
owing  to  us  {he  whole  of  the  Western  country  now 
bdongs-to  us,  and  that  the  Mississipai  now  flows 
through  Anerican  lands,  and  that  the  Amerioan 
flag  now  waves  alone  on  her  waters.  I,  therefore, 
have  always  felt  more  than  a  firatemal — I  have 
felt,  sir,  a  paterjial  love  for  this  country.  Nor,  sir, 
is  this  tbe  eaij  inufwtant  agency  I  hare  had  in 
the  afiaire  of  this  very  vahiaUe  part  of  our  Utunn. 
It  will  be  ronembeied  that,  in  the  year  18Q2,  the 
Inteitduit  of  New  Orleans  isaued  a  proclamatitui. 
slwtting  that  port  to  the  further  meeption  and 
depoaite  of  Anterictin  produce,  under  the  treaty  of 
1796,  and  that,  on  bis  doing  so,  a  fertaant  waa 
excited  throughout  the  Union,  of  the  most  alatsaing 
nature ;  that  war  was  called  for,  both  in  the  Senate 
and  out  of  doors,  which  it  was  difficult  for  all  the 
(Hudence  aqd  love  of  peace  of  tbe  President  to  r»- 

Gess.  Being^  at  that  time,  the  Minister  of  the 
ntled  Slates  m  Spun,  Jreeeived  instructions  from 
our  Govern  mm  t  to  use  every  exertion  in  my  power, 
cansistcnt  with  its  dignity,  to  get  the  deposiie  r»- 
stored,  which  I  Iwlunately  did,  and  this  affidr  led 
to  ihe  aovuitioa  of  both  the  river  and  whole 
country  in  the  nannn-fau  knaw.  At  the  tine! 
went  to  Europe,  I  was  alone  coauniisicHied  and 
authorized  to  treat  for,  and  pur<^Ase,  aU  the  pail 
of  Louisiana,  indudins  New  Odeaas,  to  the  east 
of  the  Mississippi  aod  the  Floridas;  but,  on  arriving 
in  Burope,  I  found  Louisiana  had  been  ptmouslv 
secretly  sold  to  Bonaparte,  of  which  I  informed 
Mr.  Jefferson,  and  he  took  the  measures  which  ac- 
complished the  puiahase, 

la  imrsuing  (he  arguments  of  son;e  ^tlemeiL^ 
on  tAis  subject,  I  have  omilied  to  notice  one  of 
tfaeirargumeots,  Epringing  from  that  part  of  the 
Uiird  section  of  the  fourth  article,  which  says,  "the 
Congress  shall  have  the  power  to  Biake  all  needfiri 
rales  and  regulations  r(«pepting  the  territory,  at 
othtT  property,  belonging  to  the  United  Staka," 
because  this  article  certainly  refen  only  to  the 
tertitorialstale,  to  which  Ibar«alreadyr8fetred,aDd 
in  which,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  aver,  that,  in  mak- 
ing such  rqpilations  for  the  goveanment  of  the  ter- 
ritory, tbey  are  no  more  authorized  to  inhilat  slaTOpf 
m  the  tenitory,  than  they  are  in  the  State— for,  if 
they  should  have  the  power,  it  would  indiiectly 
eSeet  the  same  thing ;  it  not  being  diScnlt  to  see, 
that,  when  a  terriltny  has  been,  like  Missonri,  for 
sixteen  years  in  a  strict  slate  of  letriWrial  dwei^ 
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iine,  prohibiting  slavery,  when  the  period  Brrivei 
for  her  ftdmissioa  as  a  State,  she  will  be  pec^led 


■entirely  by  inhabitants  not  having  ahives,  and  who 

willjofc  ""        -■-■I---— ^-  ----- 

'stitation. 


t  the  prohibition  in  their  ci 


It  ought  to  be  remembered,  Mr.  Cbairman,  that 
the  greatest  put  of  the  debt  due  for  Louisiana  is 
Mill  unpaid,  and  that,  if  the  mode  I  have  asserted, 
by  which  your  Treosuryisnowfurnished,  and  must 
be  in  future,  is  true,  then  the  slaveholding  States 
will  have  more  than  half  of  the  purchase  to  pay  \ 
but,  suppose  we  hare  only  one-half  of  it  to  pay,  is 
it  not  fair,  is  it  not  just,  that  the  use  of  this  pur-- 
cbtue  should  be  ox  open  to  the  inhabitants  of^ihe 
■larehdding,  as  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  non- 
slaveholding  Stales  ?  And  how  can  this  happen,  if 
you  say  to  toe  inhabitants  of  the  Northern  States, 
you  may  go  there  with  your  families,  and  all  your 
woperties;  but,  if  you,  from  the  Soutnern  orriave- 
noloing  Slates,  choose  to  go  there,  it  must  be  wiA- 
OUE  your  slaves,  these  shdl  not  gol  thus  denying 
to  these  the  instruments  of  their  agriculture,  and 
the  means  of  their  comfort,  and  completely  pre- 
venting the  possibility  of  thdr  reraovme.  .From 


have  to  sell  in  the  Territories  or  States  from  which 
^very  is  excluded,  el  least  one-half,  which,  if  the 
computations  of  tne  Qamber  of  acres  come  any 
thing  near  the  mark,  must  amount  to  at  least  six 
hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars  tost  to  the  common 
Treasury, 

I  bare  not  condescended  to  notice  the  remarli, 
that  one  of  the  evilsof  slavery  is,  the  lessening  and 
depreciating  the  character  of  the  whites  in  the 
slaveholding  States,  and  rendering  it  less  manly 
■nd  republican,  and  less  worth]^,  than  in  the  non- 
slaveholdin^  States,  because  it  is  not  less  decorous 
than  true;  it  is  j«futed  in  a  moment  by  a  review 
of  the  RevolutioOary,  and  particularly  the  last  war. 
Look  into  your  histories,  compare  the  conduct  of 
the  heroes  and  scatestnen  of  the  North  and  South, 
in  both  those  wars,  in  the  field,  and  in  the  Senate ; 
we  the  monuments  of  valor,  of  wisdom,  and  pn- 
ttiotiim,  thev  have  left  behind  them,  and  then  ask 
an  impartial  world,  on  which  side  the  Delaware 
lies  the  preponderance :  they  will  answer  in  a  mo- 
ment, to  the  South. 

It  will  not  be  a  matter  of  surprike  to  any  one, 
thatso  much  anxiety  should  he  shown  by  theslave- 
boldine  States,  when  it  is  known  that  the  alarm. 

Even  tiy  this  attempt  to  legislate  on  slavery,  has 
A  to  the  opinion,  that  the  very  foundations  of 
that  kind  of  property  are  shaken ;  that  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  precedent  is  a  measure  of  the  most 
alarming  nature:  for,Bhould  sncceeding  Congresses 
continue  to  push  it,  there  is  no  knowing  to  what 
lenath  it  may  be  carried. 

Have  the  Northern  States  any  idea  of  the  value 
of  our  sbves'?  At  least,  sir,  six  hundred  millions 
of  dollars.  If  we  lose  them,  the  value  of  the 
lands  they  cultivate  will  be  diminished  in  all  cases 
one  half,  and,  in  many,  they  will  become  wholly 
useless,  and  an  annual  income  of  at  least  forty 
millions  of  dollars  will  be  lost  to  your  citizeoe; 
the  toss  of  which  will  not  alone  be  felt  by  the  non- 


slaveholding  States,  l»t  bv  the  whole  Union ;  fev, 
to  whom,  at  present,  do  tne  Eastern  States,  moat 
particularly,  and  the  Eastern  and  Northern,  {en-  ' 
erally,  look  for  the  employment  of  their  shippmg, 
in  transporting  our  bulky  and  valuable  products, 
and  bringing  us  the  manufactures  and  merchan- 
dises of  Europe?  Another  thing,  in  case  of  these 
losses  being  brought  on  us,  and  our  being  forced 
into  a  division  of  the  Union,  what  becomes  of 
your  public  debt  7  Who  are  to  pay  this,  and  how 
will  it  be  paid  ?  In  a  pecuniary  view  of  this  sub- 
ject, therefore,  it  must  ever  be  the  policy  of  the 
Eastern  and  NortheNi  States  lo  continue  con- 
nected with  us.  But,  sir,  there  is  an  infinitely 
g^reater  call  upon  them,  and  this  is  the  call  of  just- 
ice, of  aS^tion,  and  humanity.  Repbsing  at  a 
great  distance,  in  safety,  in  the  full  enjoyment  of 
aD  their  Federal  and  State  rights,  unattacked  in 
'  either,  or  in  their  individual  rights,  can  they,  with 
I  indifference,  or  ought  they  to  risk,  in  the  remotest 
degree,  the  consequences  which  this  measure  may 
produce.  These  may  be  the  division  of  this  Union, 
and  a  civil  war.  Knowins  titai  whatever  is  said 
here,  must  get  into  the  public  print^  1  am  unwil- 
ling, for  obvious  reasons,  to  go  into  the  description 
of  the  horrors  wJiich  such  a  war  must  produce, 
and  ardentlv  pray  that  none  of  us  may  eief  live  to 
witness  sucn  an  event. 

If  you  refuse  to  admit  Missouri  without  this 
prohibition,  and  she  refuses  it,  and  proceeds  to 
lorm  a  constitution  for  herself^  and  then  ap^ies 
to  you  for  admission,  what  will  you  do  7  Will 
you  compel  them  by  force?  By  whom,  or  by 
what  force  can  this  be  effected  ?  Will  the  Stales 
in  her  neighborhood  join  in  this  crusade?  Will 
they,  who,  to  a  man,  think  Missouri  is  right,  and 
you  are  wrong,  arm  in  such  a  cause?  Can  you 
send  a  force  from  tbe  eastward  of  the  Delaware? 
The  very  distance  forbids  it ;  and  distance  is  a 
powerful  auxiliary  to  a  comttry  aiiacked,  If,  in 
the  days  of  James  II, ,  Eutflish  soldiers,  under  mili- 
tary discipline,  when  ordered  to  maroh  against 
their  countrymen,  contending  in  the  cause  of  lib- 
erty, disobeyed  the  order,  and  laid  down  their  arms, 
do  you  think  oar  &ee  brethren  on  the  Mississippi 
will  not  do  the  same  ?  Yes  sir,  they  vrill  refuse, 
and  you  will  at  last  be  obliged  to  retreat  from 
thb  measure,  and  in  a  manner  that  will  not  add 
much  to  Che  dignity  of  your  Oovemmenl. 

I  cannot,  on  any  groiud,  think  of  agreeing  to  a 
compromise  on  tliis  subject.  However  we  all 
may  wish  to  see  Missouri  admitted,  as  she  otight, 
on  equal  terms  with  the  other  States,  this  is  a  very 
unimportant  object  to  her,  compared  with  keejsng 
the  Constitution  inviolate — with  keeping  the  han£ 
of  Congress  from  touching  the  question  of  slavery. 
On  the  subject  of  the  Constitution,  no  cominvmise 
ought  ever  to  be  made.  Neither  can  any  be  made 
on  the  national  faith,  so  seriously  involved  in  the 
treaty  which  gives  to  all  Louisiana,  to  every  part 
of  it,  a  right  to  be  incorporated  into  the  Union  on 
equal  terms  with  the  other  States. 

Surely,  sir,  when  we  consider  the  public  dis- 
tress of  this  country,  and  the  necessity  of  union 
and  good  humor  to  repair  our  6nances,  and  place 
our  commerce  in  that  improved  situation  whicb 
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will  gire  ns  some  hope  of  the  lise  of  oar  products, 
such  as  may  hare  a  tendencjr  to  relieve  our  public 
sod  private  erabarrassnieiita,  if  we  had  no  other 
9  for  it,  certainly  this  .should  be  safficienl. 


lie  now  in  existence,  and  that,  probably,  sueh  ex- 
istence can  only  de^iend  upon  our  distance  Irom 
Borope,  and  our  union  with  our  presait  numbers? 
It  may  safely  be  calculated  we  hare  two  inillioiis 
of  men,  the  greatest  part  of  whom  are  able  to  bear 

In  case-  of  OUT  contiDuiu;  an  united  peo{de, 
no  attack  from  Europe,  n  distance  of  four  ihousaod 
miles,  could  erei  be  made  with  the  least  hope  of 
success.  From  the  distance,  all  Europe  oonla  not 
funuBh  either  the  men  or  means  sufficient  to  divide 
or  destroy  this  Union,  if  we  coptinue  united,  as 
we  hare  been,  in  such  an  event,  the  States  would 
so  second  the  General  Oovernmenl,  and  so  nerve 
itv  arm,  as  to  put  all  attack  at  defiance.  But,  if 
on  this,  or  any  other  occasion,  this  Union  should 
unhappilv  divide,  and  from  friends  become  bitter 
and  impfacable  enemies  to  each  other,  who  shall 


have  done  amonff  themselve^  to  subiugata  France, 
and  deatrov,  in  that  part  of  (ne  world,  every  thing 
that  has  ttie  semUuice  of  republicanism.    View 


the  leatrue  they  have  formed,  in  which,  for  the  first 
time,  aU  Europe  is  seen  united  as  a  single  Qovem- 
ment,  to  maintain  their  monarchical  forms.  Such 
is  no  doubt,  their  detestation  of  every  thing  like 
republicanism,  that,  were  the  United  Slates  in 
Borope,  where  they  eonld  be  reached  by  land,  1 
have  not  the  smallest  doubt,  they  would  long  since 
have  been  attacked,  and  every  attempt  made  to 
reduce  them  to  a  monarchy.  We  are  considered, 
sir,  as  an  evil  eiample  to  the  monarchical  world. 
We  are  considered  as  the  only  repository  of  those 
]principles  which  have  lately  appeared  and  flour- 
ished  for  a  time  in  Europe ;  and  which  it  has 
cost  them  so  much  blood  and  treasure  to  suppress, 
and  should  our  divisions,  from  friends  to  oiemies, 
ever  afford  them  an  opportunity  of  strikinK  at  as, 
with  the  least  probability  of  success,  no  douht  they 
will  do  so. 

1  will  not  trespass  farther  on  your  patienoe,  but 
thank  the  Committee  for  the  honor  they  have  done 
me,  by  their  atmtion.  I  hope  (he  great  import- 
ance of  the  subject  will  be  my  excuse ;  and  that, 
coosidaing  the  relati<Mi  in  which  1  have  stood  to 
the  Western  country  and  the  Mississippi,  for  the 
salvation  of  which,  so  iar  as  means  the  keepios  it 
annexed  to  this  Union,  as  1  have  already  said,  I 
think  I  may  claim  to  a  gedtleman,  now  iiigh 


office,  and  mywlf,  as  much  as  nay  other  two  can 
claim,  the  happiness  of  being  the  instruments,  and 
having  thus,  m  the  early  part  of  my  life,  laboted 
with  success  for  the  parent,  I  cannot  b«t  think  it 
a  little  eztraordiiiaty,  that  I  should,  at  this  distant 
period,  be  called  upon  to  defend  the  right  of  her 
chfldren.  My  fervent  wish  is,  that  I  may  be  able 
to  do  it  with  the  same  success.  > 

When  Mr.  Pimgkriy  concluded — 

The  Committee  rose,  nported  jxogresi,  and  the 
Uotiae  adjoumed. 


TraenAY,  February  15. 

Mr.  Nbwton,  from  theCoimnittM  of  CMnmerce, 
reported  a  bill  to  iinpose  a  new  tonnage  duty  rm 
French  ships,  or  vessels;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Commiltee  of  the  Whole  on 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  &Bme  committee,  also 
reported  abiliconcemingnavigation,  and  to  repeal 
the  act  entitled  "  An  act  concerning  navigation," 
passed  on  the  18th  of  April,  1818 ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  Monday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mt.  Fihdall,  the  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  Tth  Februarv,  1820,  trans- 
miCtiuK  a  list  of  the  newspapers  in  which  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  are  published,  and  an  estimate 
of  the  expense  of  such  publication,  was  referred  to 
a  select  committee ;  and  that  the  same  committee 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  or  amend- 
ing the  acts  requiring  the  publication  of  the  laws 
in  the  new^mpers;  and  Mr.  Fufnai-i.,  Mr.  Foot, 
and  Mr.  Meac^,  were  appcnnlcd  the  said  com- 

(This  motion  of  Mr.  P.  was  grounded  on  the  be- 


reacomUe  and  improper  extent,  and  that  the  laws 
on  the  aubjecl  tequired  repeal  or  modification,  so 
as  to  reduce  this  expense.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walkeb,  of  North  Carolina, 
the  Commilteeon  the  Public  Lauds  wocinsttuc  ted 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  limiting  the  quan- 
tity of  public  lands  hereafter  to  be  expoaed  to  sale 
at  tfae.several  land  offices  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  WALKBRsaidhehadbnrdgrealcomjdainIa 
against  the  present  mode  of  exposing  lo  sale  the 

Sublic  lands ;  that  the  present  system  opened  a 
QOr  for  speculation,  and  that  great  speculations 
had. been  actiially  made  in  the  puiehase  of  BubKc 
lands.  He  believed  that  the  greatest  defect  in  the 
system  was,  that  there  WW  loo  aHchb'  ''" 
into  market;  which  affijrded  an  o||M>numiy  lo 
porcbastts  lo  make  latge  specolationAo  the  pur- 
chase :  the  object  of  the  lesolation  was  to  limit  the 
quantity  offered  for  sale,  to  prevoit  further  abuse*, 
and  to  prevent  too  ^eat  an  eztensioii  to  purchasen. 
He  was  not  frieuolr  to  an  attetation  of  the  price 
or  manner  of  sale  of  the  mesent  land  law,  but  be- 
lieved that  a  limitation  of  the  qoantiR  would  answer 
every  purpose  which  was  conlempfaled  by  the  de- 
sire to  alter  the  present  law. 

An  engrossed  bill  entitled  "An  act  la  continue 
in  force  for  a  farther  time,  the  act  entitled  "An 
act  for  estahlishinff  trading^housee  with  the  Indian 
tribes,"  was  read  Uie  third  time  and  passed. 

The  Speakbi  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  ibe  CommitMiawts  of  Navy  Hospitals,  reo- 
dned  in  obedience  lo  the  rcsolntion  of  this  Hotne 
oftheSlsl  ultj,  showing  the  receipt  and  expradi- 
lure  of  the  moneys  accndnglo  the  Navy  Hospital 
fond :  which  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  SrBAKBK  dlso  laid  before  the  House  a  re- 


is  opinion,  may  be  expedient'  to  enforce  the 
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more  nieedy  pBvnHBt  of  {iiifalie  moner*  due  fiom 
MtdiTHhHli  ud  coTporate  bodies,  lo  tile  United 
States;"  which  ms  *leo  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

WESTERN  ROADS. 


Retalotd,  Thm  the  CanDuKM  of  W*]ia  and  Jlean* 
be  ingtiucted  to  inquira  inlo  Iha  czpadienc;  of  repeal- 
ing  *o  much  of  the  first  acction  of  '''   '  "  ' 


e  Doitad  Sletei,  Urr  conalructins  the  Uaiteil  StaCei 
md  frADi  Coaibarluid  (o  the  Ohio  rlTcr,  lod  of  ap- 
propriating Iha  aami  to  defray  the  expanaM  of  laying 
out  and  makiDg  a  load  firm  the  Ohio  riTV  oppoaite 
V>  Wheeling,  b;  Columliua,  in  the  tilate  oi  Obio,  and 
bj  Ihe  p«nnaDeiit  leat  oi  goTernment  of  Indiana,  an 
the  moat  cligMIe  roste,  to  VaadaUa,  in  the  Slate  of 
lUinoia. 

Ib  offering  this  reaoltUioo  to  the  conEiderftlioti 
sf  the  House,  Mr.  Co«k  begged  leave  to  uk  its 
Ulention  to  the  act  thete  rderred  to.  By  that  kc^ 
the  fund  leserred  for  the  improrement  of  roadi 
Icadina;  to  dte  States  of  ludtaDa  and  Illinois,  bad 
beea  pledged  to  the  repajmoeDt  of  the  money  ap- 
propriated by  Congren  for  the  campleti<m  of  the 
Cumbeilaiid  road.  This  road  was  commenced, 
Mr.  C.  believed,  ten  ot  iwelre  years  ago.  By  the 
acts  of  181&  and  1818  aotfaoriziog  the  admission 
of  Indiana  aad  Illinois,  reapectirely,  two  per  eent. 
on  the  net  proceeds  ariaing  from  the  sale  of  the 
puUic  lands  in  those  States  was  reserved  by  Con- 
gress tothelaying  out  and  makioff  of  roads  leading 
10  those  Stato,  respectively;  and  in  .consideration 
of  this  apptopriatioD  made  by  ConvreEs,  with 
flthcR,  which  were  understood  on  all  hands  to  be 
for  the  benefit  of  those  States,  respectively,  the 
States  EUBMadered  a  part  of  their  sovereignty ; 
d»qr  agreeff  that  the  lands  of  the  United  States, 
tken  lemaining  to  be  sold,  should  be  free  frran  ta 
atiou  for  five  years  after  Ihe  day  of  s^e ;  and 
Illinois  the  bounty  lands  given  to  the  soldiers  of  the 
late  army,  were  also  to  he  exempted  from  taxation 
for  direeyeusfromthedateof  tDeirpatenls.  This 
Eurrender  of  the  sovereign  right  of  lllinuis  to  tax 
the  lands  thus  exempted,  wba,  Mr.  C.  tatd,  the 
consideration  given  for  the  road-^ond  now  under 
tHMMideraltMi,  as  well  as  some  other  advantagt 
which  wvre  granted  to  ha,  and  for  which  she  i 
grateful  to  the  Gloveiiiment.  This,  with  theother 
propositicns  made  by  Congress,  were  now  niatters 
of  compact  betweeb  Illinois  anti  the  United  Slates; 
and  to  divert  this  fund  from  the  channel  in  wfaidi 
Mr.  C.  could  not  but  think  it  was  intended  lo  flow, 
Illinois  would  consider  a  violadoo  of  that  compact. 
To  spproj^te  that  Cimd  to  the  making  of  a 
road  terminating  at  Wheeling,  a  point  several 
hoBdred  miles  mm  the  border  of  the  State,  never 
could  be  an  ajqiropriation  in  unison  with  the  in- 
tention either  of  Congress  or  of  the  State  of  Illi- 
■icHs.  As  well,  Mr.  C.  said,  might  youappr^iriate 
ft  lo  the  making  of  a  road  Wifing  fnnn  Santa  Fe 


lo  Miaaouri,  oniling  those  two  soraeignlics,  as  to 
Ihe  object  for  which  it  atands  pledged ;  fm  Ibis 
would  be  a  road  leading  towards  lUinois.  Fiom 
anexaminalionof  thesul)iect,Mr,  C- said  he  found 
that  the  revenue  which  Illinois  would  derive  from 
:  on  the  land£  which  may  be  sold  within  the 
S(ate,Bnd  on  the  bounty  land,  which  she  cannot 
tww  derive,  in  coosequenceofihiscampact,  would, 
at  a  reasonable  rate,  amoimtto  about  two  hundred 
and  eighty  thousand  dollars,  a  large  proportion  of 
which  would  now  be  subject  to  be  called  into  her 
coffers,  and  of  which  she  really  stood  in  greet! 
need.  Could  it  be  contended,  Mr.  C.  asked,  that 
this  fund,  which  was  reserved  to  Iw^iaua  and 
lUinoisj  respectively,  to  make  roads  leading  to 
tbem,  in  the  one  case  about  ten  and  the  other 
twelve  years  afWr  the  Cumberland  road  was  com- 
menced,  was  at  that  time  intended,  or  undentood, 
either  by  those  States  or  hy  the  United  States,  to 
be  subject  to  defray  the  expeoaes  of  that  road  ?  It 
could  not  be  possible.  It  seemed,  Mt.  C.  said, 
much  more  likely  to  have  been  reserved  for  the 

Crposes  contemplated  by  the  resolution  which  he 
d  offered,  to  extend  that  road  to  the  borders  of 
those  States,  respectively ;  and  unless  it  was  so 
approprinled,  or  at  least  in  making,  roads  leading 
(o,  and  not  UMoar^i  them,  he  did  not  think  they 
wonld  have  just  cause  of  ootDplaint  against  the 
Governmenl.  Sines  tiie  admission  of  those  States 
Mr.  C.  believed  a  fund  of  about  «50,000  hsd  al- 
.ready  accrued  from  the  sale  of  lands,  which  shouU 
he  now  lyingin  the  National  Treasury.  ThissunL 
although  it  would  cot  complete  Ihe  road,  would 
defray  the  expense  of  marking  and  laying  it  out, 
and  BO  far  towards  opming  tt,  so  as  to  render  it 
passable  ;  and  a^  the  fund  continued  to  increase 
It  might  be  employed  to  complete  it.  Indeed,  said 
Mr.  G.,  it  seems  to  me  to  be  so  obvious  that  the 
iuieation  of  Congress  was,  that  this  money  should 
be  appropriated  to  the  improveraent  of  roads,  to 
facilitate  the  entrance  to  those  Stales,  that  leaaan- 
ing  cannot  make  it  plainer ;  and  any  diversion  of 
it  to  any  other  object,  therefore,  is  a  violation  of 
the  contact  between  those  Stales  and  the  United 
States.  He  trusted  that  the  resolution  wwild  be 
considered  and  adopted. 

The  resolution  was  then  c<msidered  and  adopt- 
ed, without  a  division. 


Ret^td,  That  die  CosimiUea  on  the  Pnblie  Landa 
be  iDstrDctad  lo  inquire  into  the  ezpedieB^  of  pro- 
viding b;  law  for  the  payMfDt  of  ao  mooh  of  ibe 
moaay  anaing  Indi  the  a«le  of  the  public  lands  in  lb* 
Sute  of  Ulinoii,  ainoe-dia  fiiat  da;  of  Jannarj,  i81>, 
as  has  been  reaerved  bj  law  for  the  CBOvuragamaiit  of 
learning,  t«  aaid  State. 

Mr.  C.  obsaved  that  the  object  of  tbiaresolutiaa 
was,  simply  to  enable  the  State  of  lUinoiB  to  «b- 
tain  the  three  per  cent  fund  arising  from  Ihe  sale 
of  public  hinds  which  had  been  reserved  by  Con- 
gress to  be  apjvoprinUd  by  the  State  to  the  of 
couiagement  of  learning.  This  eourae,  he  md, 
had  been  considered  necessary,  uncc  tht^Seorelnr]^ 
of  the  Treasury  nugfat  not  atherwisn  fed  antfaon- 
zed  to  pay  ii  over.    This,  Mr.  C.  aaid,  was  the 
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eowK  takm  by  bdiua  to  obtiuii  her  mad  fond, 
rewrved  ia  tbe  Esme  way. 

This  resolutioB  was  also  Miopted  witbovl  a 
diTiaion. 

TBE  HiaSOlTBI  BIU.. 

TbeHooH  tben  again  rwaked  ilaelf  into  a  Com- 
miitee  of  the  Whole,  on  this  bill. 

Mr.  Rankin,  of  MisetMippi,  took  the  flooi,  and 
epoke  more  than  an  hosr  against  the  ratriciioii. 

Mr.  R-,  obsoTTed,  that  Creon,  King  of  Thetes, 
had  beeD.  represeiital  by  Euripides,  to  have  sent 
a  herald  lo  Athens,  who  inquired  for  the  King 
of  Athens.  Theseus r^ied,  "You  s«ek  him  io 
vain ;  this  is  a  free  city,  and  the  sovor^igu  power 
is  in  all  the  pec^le."  In  our  GiOTemmenL  alt  ad- 
mit the  sovereignty  of  the  people ;  but,  if  the  a^u- 
vKBia  of  gentt^Kn  wboAdvooate  thts  restrictioD 
ibe  ooReat,  Congress  possenes  absolute  sorereigaCy, 
and  the  peofde  are  thdr  sarvanis.  It  is  urged  that, 
althotigh  Congress  has  bo  express  delegation  of 
power  in  the  Constituttou,  yet  Congress  may,  by 
virtue  sf  ita  sorweign  power,  impose  any  condi- 
tiotu  on  the  admisaian  of  Missouri  into  the  Union. 
There  is  no  sovereignty  in  Cottgreas,  known  to  the 
Coastitatioii,ezcnit  such  aa  is  expfenly  ddwated ; 
the  limits  of  whicn  ne  clearly  marked  and  £fined 
bf  that  instrumenl.  Even  State' go vernmentt, 
which  derive  their  powers  imniediatety  frem  the 
people,  are  but  a  portioD  of  natural  libaty  or  abso- 
lute sovereigckty,  delegated  to  nilers,  to  be  eserciiHd 
fiM-  the  common  welfare.  The  Federal  Govere- 
ment,  emanating  from  the  States^  and  wielding  ui 
authority  regulating  and  protecting  the  conm^i- 
oity  of  States,  is  one  d^ree  faither  removed  from 
the  source  of  power.  In  sQch  a  Goveamment  we 
are  not  reqaired,  as  (fentlemeD  have  contended,  to 
search  the  Constitution  for  probihiliooa,  but  we 
search  for  what  is  delegated.  Tlte  silraee  of  the 
Ctwstittttioo  is  our  law — a  mandate  as  prohibitory 
to  ow  euietciiie  of  legidalion,  as  the  voice  of  the 
Alm^ty  to  the  waves  of  ocean.  Its  laaguage  u, 
"Thus  lar  shall  you  go,  and  no  faither."  Depart 
from  these  ptiociple^,  and  you  tread  on  daageroiK 

Cinda.  Imagine  you  possess  an  undefined,  o^- 
ted  sovereignty,  not  driegated,  but  restmg  on 
your  oapciciovs  will,  superior  to  all  eoDstituiion 
and  laws,  and  you  sap  Ue  fbondation  o(  your  lib- 
erty ;  fooner  or  later  you  are  buried  in  tbe  ruins  of 
the  superstmctme.  De^ttun  is  eqwdly  danger- 
ous, odious,  and  owessive,  whether  exercised  by 
an  individnal  or  the  NaiioiuU  liagislature.  Des- 
poti«n,is  but  the  arbittary  exercise  oi  powers  lim- 
ited, defined,  and  bounded  by  no  law  but  the  sov- 
ereign will  of  tbe  despot 

Without  resorting  to  general  priuci[^  aad  re&- 
souio^,  the  laneuage  of^the  Constitution  itself  is 
sufficiently  exiHicit  as  to  whet  we  may  do  consti- 
lutionally.  The  first  article  declares,  that  all  pow- 
ers therein  "granted  are  vested  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States."  We  have,  (lien,  to  inquire,  is 
the  power  to  impose  this  restriction  "  granted"  by 
the  Constitution  ?  If  thwe  be  any  doubt  on  that 
nbject,  piudeuce,  at  least,  forbids  os  lo  proceed, 
brther.  Tbe  9th  and  lOtb  utiolea  i^  the  aoiend- 
RRits  declaie,  "  (bat  the  cunmeration  in  tbe  Ci»- 


'  EtimtiMi  of  oectatu  tights  shall  not  be  censtnwd 
'  to  deny  or  disparage  others  retained  by  the  pco- 
'  ^e  f  and  "  itiat  the  powers  not  delegated  to  the 
'  United  States  by  the  Coneciiutioo,  nor  prohibited 
'  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  Stales,  le- 
'  ^ectively,  or  lo  the  people."  I  have  been  par- 
ticular in  mnkiog  these  preliminary  remarks,  be- 
cause gentlemen  who  have  occupied  a  distinguish- 
ed ground  in  iavor  of  ih«  restr kliou  appear  to  rely 
much  on  the  sovereigaty  of  Congress.  It  is  neceo- 
sary  that  a  thing  so  powerful  ia  its  operation* 
ahoold  be  clearly  understood. 

Regarding  the  priaoiples  already  laid  dowit,itt 
us  i^ooeed  to  examine  the  different  clauses  and 
sections  of  the  Constitution  which  are  tu|^)osed  to 
enable  us  constitution  ally  to  impose  this  resirictioB 
on  MissourL  In  pursuing  the  conrw  which  I  had 
originally  denigned  for  myself,  (said  Mr.  R.,)  I 
must  necessarily  tread  on  some  of  the  grounds  oc- 
cupied by  the  gentlemai  who  have  [veceded  me 
in  the  debate.  This  is  a  misfortune  arising  from 
tbe  necessity  which  hss  compelled  me  to  delay 
my  argument  until  tbis  period,  but  would  not  jua- 
tify  presenting  it  to  tbe  Ctnomiitee  mntilated  and 

By  the  9th  section  of  liie  first  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution it  is  declared,  "  the  migration  or  importa- 
'  tion  of  such  persons  as  any  of  the  States  now 
'  existing  ^all  thiok  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be 
'  prohibited  by  Congress  prior  to  the  year  1806," 
Ac  .  Does  this  delegate  any  power  to  Coosren  to 
prohibit  the  iait>ottaiioo  of  slaves,  evm  «iier  tbe 
year  1806?  A  gentleman  from  Pennaylvaaia  (Mr. 
Sbboeant)  says,  that  a  prohibition  «f  the  exercise 
of  a  power  necessarily  implies  that  there  is  a  power 
to  be  restricted.  This  concltision  is  by  no  meaas 
necessary.  It  may  proceed  from  abundant  can- 
tioD,  in  order  to  avoid  the  doctrine  of  implied 
powers^  which  have  been  so  much  used  in  th» 
diseussion.  But  even  this  restriction,  which  might, 
at  the  ttitieihe  article  was  pcepared,  have  a|ifieiu«d 
neoeseary,  in  order  to  reconcile  the  contranety  sf 
oeimans  that  then  existed,  and' quiet  the  jealousies 
of  tbe  Btties,  bevune  tinaeceatary  when  Iheamend- 
menta  wcce  aiAsefuently  adopted,  confining  die 
-exercise  of  the  powers  of  Congress  to  what  WW 
e^fcwsly  delegated.  Many  enli^itened  sBteMnen 
riefwed  the  Feda'al  Goventiaeat  as  a  monster 
crouching  over  the  State  toveieigntics,  atteadv 
posaeased  of  power^  which  at  some  future  day  it 
would  exert,  Mtffictent  to  annUiilate  them,  and 
thenfoce  iropoaed  chocks  and  barriers  where  none 
were  uecesKary.  This  in  meatieuad,  not  wiiii  a 
view  of  disturbing  antecedent  legislation,  hot  ;ta> 
show  that,  in  the  united  zeal  of  the  North  and 
South  Jo  laminate  the  slave  trade,  thev  hare  ex- 
erauedapowet  atleastquestionaUe.  £M,ifq«ea- 
lienahle  in  relation  to  thai  which  implicatioB  fa- 
vors, how  much  more  so  in  regaid  to  this  ttnr, 
uudt^aed,  unlimited  asamnptioB  of  wvneinty? 

In  the  coostnietiou  af  this  section,  aaid  Mi.  EL, 
we  should  adopt  the  rules  dictated  hm  oomaran 
aense,  applicable  to  such  subjects  Constnm  it 
eilher  literally  or  according  to  the  qiitit  and  Acan- 
Jng.  Gealleman  in  tavot  of  this  restriction  may 
adopteitber,  or  both,  as  will  ,beat  suit  their  pur- 
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pose.  GeatlcmMi,  do(  latiGflcd  with  ihii,  ask  us  ' 
to  admit  that  the  word  "  persons"  means  negroes 
oi  slaves,  which  meaniog  the^  derive  from  tbe 
spirit  and  meaning  of  the  section,  and  adopt  a  lit- 
«al  sense  for  the  word  "  migration,"  which  is  said 
to  mean  a.  transition  from  one  Stale  into  enother, 
although  yon  may  not  tniTel  a  mile  in  the  pas- 
sage. Heretofore,  when  any  man  was  asked  what 
ii  the  meaning  of  this  section,  he  immediately  re- 
plied, "  to  enable  Congress  to  prohibit  the  ^ave ; 
trade  after  tbe  year  1808."  Bui,  sir.  to  what  con- 
clusion do  we  arrive  in  construing  tnis  section  lit- 
erally? The  word  "pBrsoDE"isa  generic  term, 
embracing  every  descnption  of  human  beings,  no 
msltei  of  what  complexion,  while  the  words  "  mi- 
gration and  importation"  are  of  equally  extensive 
signi&caliOD ;  the  former  including  such  persons 
as  have  volition,  and  can  mignitei  and  the  latter, 
such  as  have  no  volition,  but  are  imported  or  car- 
ried along  by  the  will  of  the  master.  This  signi- 
fication to  the  word  migration,  appears  to  comport 
with  its  original,  or,  what  a  genlteman  from  Del- 
aware (Mr.  McLane)  was  ptcBsed  to  call  its  tech- 
nical use,  being  applied  to  the  ^ssage  of  birds 
from  one  region  into  another,  changing  their  cli- 
mate at  pleasure,  free  as  the  air  tbey  skim  in  the 
transition.  It  has  been  subsequently  used  to  sis- 
lifv  a  voluntary  change  of  country  by  indjviduius 
ana  families,  but  never  to  signify  an  involuntary 
removal. 

If  this  word  "migration"  must  have  a  meaning 
unconnected  with,  and  diflferent  from,  "  importa- 
tion," why  not  use  it,  as  many  contend  it  was  ori- 
oinally  designed  by  the  Convention,  to  enable 
Congress  (o  prohibit  the  influx  or  migration  of 
foreigners  to  our  country,  af^er  a  limitM  period  1 
This  word  "  migration"  waa,  therefore,  either  in- 
tended to  apply  to  emigration  from  Guiiope,  or, 
what  appears  equally  probable,  was  intended,  In 
connexion  with  tbe  word  "persons,"  to  disguise 
this  anti-remibliean  feature  in  our  republican  Con- 
MitDtion.  For  why  should  the  Convention  con- 
cal  the  wordi  "negroes  or  slaves,"  under  the  word 
"  peraons,"  and,  in  the  same  sentence,  speak  of  the 
"importation"  of  "persons"  ai  they  would  of  a 
bale  of  merchandise?  The  words  "shall  think 
proper  to  admit,"  point  strongly  to  an  admission 
&om  abroad,  and  not  to  a  mere  change  of  residence 
within  the  Uaited  States. 

Some  regard,  as  gentlemen  in  opposition  to  the 
pcinciples  I  advocate  have  very  justly  contended, 
ought  to  be  paid  to  a  long-continued  exposition 
of  this  section,  by  legislation  in  relation  to  its  pro- 
Tisions.  The  authorities  produced  by  the  friends 
of  Tcstriclion,  to  show  the  respect  which  tribunals 
of  justice  pay  to  this  principle,  will  be  applied  by 
them  while  we  trace  the  coune  of  legislation 
adopted  by  Confess  in  rdation  to  this  subject. 
Upwards  of  thirty  years  have  elapsed  since  the 
adoption  of  the  ConstitntioB.  during  which  period 
Congress  hare,  with  a  vigilance  that  never  re- 
posed, directed  their  efibrts  to  the  abolition  of  the 
slave  trade,  without  even  suspecting  they  pos- 
■cMed  the  power  now  attempted  to  be  assumed — 
A  powar  to  prevent  an  American  citizen  from 
obanging  his  residence,  and  carrying  with  him  his 


slave  to  any  seciicm  of  the  Union  where  slavery  is 
not  prohibited.  How  easily  might  every  prece- 
ding Congress  have  exercised  their  "  humanity" 
in  preventing  an  "extension  of  the  evils  of  sla- 
very" to  the  States  of  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Lou- 
isiana, Mississippi,  and  Alabama!  But  the  wis- 
dom of  1819  was  alone  competent  to  this  arduous 
task ;  this  discovery  of  "  negatives  pregnant"  and 
latent  and  dormant  powers. 

In  1794  Congress  prohibited  "  residents"  in,  or 
"  citizens"  of,  tne  United  States,  from  fitting  out 
vessels  for  the  slave  trade,  and,  in  1800,  fromliBT- 
ing  an  interest  in  vessels  fitted  out  for  that  pur- 
pose. The  act  of  1803  prohibited  the  importation 
of  staves  into  States  where  slavery  was  prohibited 
by  law,  and  that  of  1807,  passed  in  antici^tion  of 
the  period  fixed  in  the  Constitution,  was  intended 
forever  to  terminate  that  traffic  to  the  United 
States.  From  that  period  until  the  last  session  of 
Congress  it  was  believed  by  all  sides  that  what- 
ever power  was  delegated  by  this  section  had  been 
expended  in  legislation; 

What  construction  was  given  this  article  by 
contemporaneoas  expositions?  In  that  most  aUe 
commentary  on  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  called  tbe  Federalist,  which  is  known  to 
be  the  joint  production  of  Mr.  Madison,  General 
Hamilton,  and  "  that  great  civilian,  Mr.  Jay,"  we 
have  a  construction  wnicb  will  be  found  in  No. 
42  of  that  work.  Add  to  this  an  authority,  wbieh 
gentlemen  in  favor  of  this  restriction  will  certainly 
he  disposed  to  respect,  the  opinion  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Convention;  when  m  debate  on  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States.  They  say  that,  by 
the  old  Articles  of  Confederation,  the  General 
Government  had  no  power  to  prevent  the  impor- 
tation of  slaves  into  the  States,  and  rejoice  that  a 
period  is  fixed  when  Confp-esa  may  interpose  its 
authority,  and  forever  tenmnate  this  traffic. 

The  meaning  of  this  section  we  have  from  a 
very  dbtinguishedman,who  was  a  member  of  the 
General  Convention  that  formed  the  Constitution 
of  Ihe  United  States. '  There  was  a  time  when  the 
brilliancy  of  this  man's  mind  illumined  the  path 
of  reason  and  penetrated  the  labyrinths  of  art  and 
science ;  yesterday  he  was  within  these  walls,  but 
no  longer  what  he  was;  he  stands  the  melancholy 
wreck  of  intellectual  greatness,  leaching  humilia- 
tion to  human  pride,  and  showing  how  low  man 
can  be  depressed  when  enervating  disease  palsies 
his  frame,  and  the  hand  of  the  Almighly  presses 
upon  him.  1  refer  to  Luther  Martin,  of  Maryland. 
When  called  upon  by  the  Legislature  of  bis  State 
to  declare  his  objections  to  the  Constitution,  pre- 
viously to  its  adoption,  in  a  written  communica- 
tion to  that  body,  he  declares : 

"  By  Iha  ninth  seetion  of  ihia  siticle,  Iha  im^ta< 
tion  of  such  persons  as  any  of  tbe  State*  botv  eiiiting 
■h&ll  think  proper  to  admit,  shill  not  b«  prabjbiud, 
prior  to  ths  year  1808,  but  a  duly  may  be  jmpoted  on 
such  importation." 

"  The  deaifn  of  tbii  clause  ii  to  prevmt  the  Qane- 
rsl  Crovemment  fiom  prohlbitini;  the  tniportation  of 
■laves  ;  that  the  iime  reaioni  irhicb  ciaaed  them  to 
■triks  out  the  irord  '  national,'  and  not  admit  die  word 
•  stamps,'  inflnanced  them  hers  to  guard  agaiiut  Ike 
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w«td  dk*M ;  <  Ibtf  toxMnMly  Moght  to  a*«id  the  *d- 
miciiaD  of  «ipruMotii  wkich  night  be  oJiona  io  Ibe 
Mn  cf  AmerictfM,  althoDgb  thej  were  williog  to  ad- 
mit into  tbeii  lyitcia  thoae  ItuDgs  which  the  eiprea- 
■kin  ilgDified ;  and  hence  it  ia,  that  Ibe  claiMB  U  ao 
worded  aa  to  authorize  the  General  GoiernmeDt  to 
impose  a  dutj  of  ten  dollnra  oa  every  foreigner  who 
eomea  into  a  State  to  become  a  citizen,  whether  he 
cornea  abiolntelj  free,  or  qualified  ao  aa  a  lervant;  al- 
thoagh  tbia  is  cootrarj  to  the  Jetlgn  of  the  ftamers, 
and  the  dutj  was  anlj  nieani  to  extend  to  the  impor- 
tstion  of  lUirea."    P.  6B. 

After  obsefving  that  ibe  conunittee  of  detail  had 
reported  tbis  dausa,  without  limitatioD  as  to  the 
time  of  impoilation,  which  provision  theCoDven- 
lion  rejected,  he  says:  "they  were  informed  by 
'  the  delegates  from  South  CaroHoa  and  Georgia 
'  that  their  States  never  would  agree  to  any  sys- 
'  tern'  wliich  put  it  in  the  power  of  the  Qeoeral 

*  Govemmeat  to  prevent  ibe  importation  of  slaves, 
'and  that  they,  asdelegatea  from  those  States.must 
'  withhold  their  assent  from  such  system."  A 
committee^  composed  of  one  member  from  each 
State,  was  chosen,  to  whom  this  subject,  together 
with  that  part  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
detail  ^hich  declared  "  that  aa  navigation  act 
shall  be  oassed,  without  the  assent  of  two'tbirds  of 
the  memtiers  present  in  each  House,"  was  reiierred. 
"This  committee,"  says  he,  "of  which  also  I  had 
'  the  honor  to  be  a  member,  met,  and  took  into 
'  their  Gonsideralion  the  subjects  committed  to 
'  them;  I  found  the  Eastern  Stales,  notwitbstaod- 
'  iug  their  aversion  to  slavery,  very  willing  to  iu- 
'  diuge .  the  Southern  States,  at  least  with  a  tem- 
'  porary  liberty  to  prosecute  the  slave  trade, 
'  provided  the  Southern  States  would,  in  their  turn, 

*  gratify  them  by  laying  no  restriction  on  the  nav- 
'  igation  acts  j  and  after  a  very  little  time  the  com- 
'  mittee,  by  a  great  majority,  agreed  on  a  report, 
'  by  which  the  General  Goverameot  was  to  be 
'  prohibited  from  preventing  the  importation  of 
'  slaves,  for  a  limited  time,  and  the  restrictive 
'  clause  relative  to  navigation  acts  was  to  be 
'  omitted." 

Me  adds,  in  page  58,  "  You  will  perceive,  sir, 
'  not  only  that  the  General  Government  is  prch 
'  bibited  from  interfering  in  the  slave  trade,  before 
'  the  year  1808,  but  there  is  no  provisioD  in  the 
'  poQstituiioD  that  it  shall  afterwards  be  piohtb- 
'  iled,  nor  any  security  that  such  prohibition  will 
'  ever  take  plice." 

This  siaiemeDt  Is  nat  made  from  frail  memory, 
aOcT  time  had  almost  efiaoed  the  recollection  of 
scenes  long  transpired,  but  is  history  itself,  reoord- 
iug  events  while  Ifaosacting. 

By  the  second  clause  of  the  third  section  and 
fourth  article  of  the  Constitution,  "Congresashall 
'  have  power  to  dispose  of  and  make  ul  needful 
'  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  territory  or 
'  other  property  belonging  to  the  United  States; 
'  and  nothing  in  this  Constitutioii  shall  be.so  eon- 
'  Etrued  as  to  prejudice  any  claims  of  the  United 
'  States,  or  of  any  particular  State,"  The  power 
here  delegated  may  have  full  scope  in  regulating 
the  settlement  authorizing  a  temporary  legislation, 
and  dispoaing  of  the  public  lands,  without  attempt- 


)  seize  or  l^slate  away  (Hivate  ptt^wrty. 


words  "  other  propertjr,"  in  tnis^lalise,  strons- 
ly  intimate  that  construction.  But,  said  he,  ftib'. 
Chairman,  I  am  not  dbposed  I 


ly  intimate  that  construction.  But,  said  he,  J 
Chairman,  I  am  not  dbposed  to  pursue  a  course 
of  reasoning  that  may  appeal  too  refined.  Con- 
gress can  make  alt  "aeedtul  rules  and  rcculations" 
respecting  their  "  leiritory."  Needful  does  not 
mean  mere  expediency,  hut  something  really  ne- 
cessary to  be  done.  The  most  that  the  advocates 
of  this  restriction  can  say  js,  that,  in  iheir  opinion, 
it  is  expedient.  Again,  sir,  is  this  a  rule  and  r^- 
ulation  respecting  your  territory  }  As  much  so  as 
the  constitution  of  Missotfri,  when  formed  for  the 
State,  will  be  a  constitution  for  the  Territory  of 
Missouri.  When  your  paternal  government  has 
expired,  and  Missouri  is  no  longer  a  Territory,  she 
enjoys  this  lency.  Make  her  whole  consliiution, 
and  call  this  legialation  for  your  territory ;  for  if 
yon  can.  make  one  article,  you  can,  with  equal 
justice,  make  the  constitution,  and  entirely  dis- 
pense .with  the  voice  of  the  peojrfe. 

By  tb«  first  clause  of  the  fourth  article  and  sec- 
ond section  of  the  Constimtion,  "Congress  ihaU 
guaranty  to  every  State  in  the  Umon  a  republi- 
can form  of  goverament"  The  power  to  impose 
this  restiictioQ  Js  daived,  by  some  gentlemen,  m>m 
this  section,  because,  say  they,  no  constitution  can 
be  republican  in  which  slavery  ia  not  prohibited. 
The  word  "  guaranty"  neither  gives  the  power  of 
imposing  conditions,  iror  does  it  mean  to  finrm,  or 
assist  in  the  formation  of  a  government ;  but  pr«- 
suppoaes  the  existence  of  a  State  government  to  be 
guarantied.  This  provision  was  intended  to  pro- 
tect, hy  the  strengA  of  fhe  Union,  the  State  sove- 
reignties, in  ease  foreign  influence  or  internal 
eommotions  should  render  the  Slates  incftpable  of 
supporting,  separately,  their  republican  -institu- 
tions- In  this  opinion  1  ani  supported  by  the  terms 
used,  and. by  the  excellent  commentary  urevionsly 
referred  to  in  this  argument.  This  article  cannot, 
then,  confer  the  power  contended  for  by  the  friends 
of  the  amendment  But,  at  all  events,  the  Con- 
vention, could  not  have  intended  that  the  constitu- 
tions of  new  States  should  be  more  republican  than 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  Stales  and  the  con- 
stitutions of  the  original  States,  in  which  slarery 
had  been  recognised,  and  the  tight  to  that  species 
of  property  guarantied. 

The  first  clause  of  the  third  section  and  fourth 
article  of  the  Constitutiofa  declares,  "New  States 
may  be  admiUed  by  Congress  into  the  Union." 
This  is  really  the  oiily  clause  in  the  Coostitution 
which  delegates  any  power  to  Congress  in  relation 
to  the  admission  of  Missouri.  The  other  ground* 
have  been  noticed,  because  tbey  bad  been  relied  on 
by  gentlemen  in  favor  of  fcstrictioo}  "may"  ex- 
presses a  discretionary  power — a  power  to  admit, 
and  a  power  to  refuse  admission,  but  nothing  more. 
1  have  (said  Mr,  R.)  beard  this  called  an  umversal 
proposiiion,  which,  according  to  the  reasoning  of 
gentlemen,  means,  that  if  you  are  authorized  to  do 
a  specific  act,  you  may,  by  virtue  of  that  authority, 
do  any  thing  else  you  please  in  relation  to  the  suo- 
ject  for  which  that  act  is  to  be  performed.  G«r- 
tlemen  would  ai^e,  if  you  mat/  admit  a  man  into 
your  house,  you  may  compel  him  to  enter  the 
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impoae  any  eimditioiis  ob  him  when  he  etitei 
(DM)  at  bmdiDg  him  nfok  and  heels,  rifling 
pockets,  or  cutting  his  throat.  It  has  been  said 
that  maay  things  are  neceaMrity  implied,  when 
not  ezprated  in  the  ConatituiiiHi,  beio^  necesMi 
to  caiTf  the  original  powers  into  effect;  this  i»  ai 
nutted,  bat  not  to  the  extent  for  which  gentlemen 
contend.  We  do  not  mdmil  that  this  restriction  is 
at  all  necemrr  to  carry  the  power  of  admisuou 
into  effect.  The  power  of  aamiltiag  renden  the 
power  of  natsing  a  law  for  the  admission,  and  ez- 
Cending  ine  benefit*  of  the  Union  to  the  State, 
wbm  admitted,  Decessary ;  bat  doe*  not  confer  on 
GongreM  the  ptiwer  to  frame  a  constitution  for, 
and  strip  the  people  of  ibtir  sovereignty- 

Thia  restriction  baa  alio  been  caOed  a  compact. 
Tes,  fir,  the  atme  kind  of  a  compact  a  victorioai 
ftnoy  makes  with  a  place  whoK  defenden,  wDm 
out  W  fatigue  and  famine,  are  compelled  to  ac- 
cept the  terms  dictated  by  power;  the  »eme  kind 
oTa  compact  the  Romans  made  wiib  the  aavaae 
BreDDus,  whea  he  cast  his  swoid  into  the  saale 
that  tncTcaied  her  raiiMm.  You  lay  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Misnuri,  on  this  condition  you  ihall  be  ad- 
mitted uimth«  Union,  and,  initead  of  asking  them 
R)  make  an  agrvement  with  yoa,  allowioff  tbem  the 
pririle^  of  accepting  or  rejecting  it,  tbe  agree- 
uMnt  ta  made  by  yoo,  and  pi«>enled  to  them  to 
eieente.  The  condition  of  tbeir  reftisal  is  a  per- 
petDal  state  of  eoloDiai  Tassalagc;  this  you  ealf 
an  agreement — a  compact!  Why,  sir,  in  ordar  to 
make  a  ralid  compact,  reason,  as  wfdl  as  law,  dp- 
dares,  that  there  must  be  parties  aUe  to  contract, 
and  willing  to  contract ;  able  to  accept  and  reject 
tbe  terms  proposed.  Is  Missouri  willing  to  enter 
into  this  compact  with  rou?  She  protests  againat 
yoDT  mnrpation — not  hariitg  the  equal  power  to 
tasis^  she  can  only  protest.  The  General  Gor- 
tnment  may  enter  into  a  compact  binding  upon 
the  nattoa  when  acting  wiAin  tbe  scope  of  the 
authority  ddigated  by  the  Constitntioo;  but  they 
bavB  no  more  jniwer  to  seize  on  the  rights  of  tbe 
frwmen  of  Missouri,  and  then  require  of  them,  m 
a  pcnec^offning,  a  portion  of  those  rights,  than  I 
kkve  to  enter  tae  hotise  of  my  neighbor,  to  which 
I  haYC  no  color  of  claim,  and  require  of  him,  as  a 
condition  formyleaTing  him  in  the  peaceabla  pDs- 
■oaion  of  bis  property,  the  use  of  one  of  hit  apart- 
Hient»  forever.  Cannot  Missouri  enter  into  a  com- 
paetf  Yes,  says  tbe  gentleman  fiom  PenniylTa- 
nia,  (Mr.  Sbrobaht,)  States  hare  made,  aad  are 
eapable  of  making,  contracts.  Did  not  Virginia, 
aaya  he,  make  a  compact  with  the  United  States, 
*e.,  in  ceding  tbe  Northwestera  Territory?  Let 
me  ask  the  gentleman,  Mr.  Chairman,  what  was 
Virginia  when  she  made  this  'compact — a  Terri- 
tory, or  a  free  independent  State ;  her  constitution 
formed,  and  capable  of  rejecting  unjust  requisi- 
tioOE  7  Is  that  the  condition  of^Missouri  ?  No, 
sir ;  terms  are  prescribed  which  they  are  unwilling 
to  accept,  and  which  they  hare  no  Slate  capacity 
either  to  receive  or  reject.  Bf  the  gentleman's 
reasoning,asoTereign,  indepcndMit  Stale  can  make 


therefore  a  child  can  enlo-  into  a  Talid  oUigaiion. 
Again,  sir, -it  has  been  said  that  tbe  people  of  Mis- 
souri are  receiTiog  a  coftstderation  for  this  "  sur- 
render of  a  portion  of  their  municipal  rights" — 
their  admiEsion  into  the  Union.  Why,  sir,  to  this 
tbey  are  entitled  already,  by  the  treaty  of  1803, 
entered  into  with  the  Government  of  France,  by 
winch  Louisiana  was  ceded  to  the  United  Stales, 
and  by  which  it  is  stipulated,  that  "  the  inhabitants 
'  of  the  ceded  territory  shall  be  incorporated  into 
'  the  union  of  the  United  Stales,  and  admitted,  aa 
'  soon  ai  possible,  according  to  the  principles  of 
'  the  Fedeml  Constitution,  to  tbe  enjoyment  of  all 
'  the  rights,  advantages,  and  irorannilies,  of  citi- 
'  zens  of  the  United  States;  and  in  the  meantime 
'  rtiey  shall  be  maintained  and  protected  in  the 
'  free  enjoyment  of  their  liberty,  propnty,  and  th« 
'  rdigion  which  they  profess." 

The  price  of  their  admission  into  the  Union  is 
already  paid,  and,  if  you  regard  tbe  treaty,  Vttej 
must  De  admitted.  Your  "  maj"  in  the  Consti- 
tation  is  conTerted  into  "shall"  in  the  treaty. 
You  have  bou^t  a  tract  of  landj  and  paid  oe 
conBidemtion  stipulated  in  the  deed  solemnly  «*- 
cuted,  yet  the  vender  refuses  to  give  you  pcoses- 
sion  without  you  pay  bim  an  additional  consider- 
ation. If  such  danands  would  be  iniqsitoos  in 
transactions  between  indiriduals,  how  much  toote 
so  when  made  by  a  nation,  boasting  of  its  jtutice 
and  mBgnanimity ! 

It  has  been  said  that  there  is  do  power  to  com- 
I^ain  of  a  violation  of,  or  to  enforce  an  obedience 
to,  this  treaty.  Shall  w^  (berefoie,  not  perfonn 
our  engagements,  because  we  cannot  be  coerced  7 
The  honest  heart  revolts  at  such  a  proposition. 
Justice  commands  the  performance  of  our  engage- 
ments, although  there  la  no  power  to  enforce,  and 
no  eye  sees  our  delinquency.  A  great  and  mag- 
nanimous people  should  scom  sucE  a  sobterfu^. 

Congress,  say  gentlemen,  have  the  power  of  ad- 
mitting new  Stales,  and  the  treaty-making- power 

'  no  right  to  stipulate  for  the  admission  of  Louis- 
into  the  Union.  The  second  clause  of  the 
sizth  article  of  the  Constitution  declares,  that  "all 
treaties  made  by  the  authority  irftheUni ted  Slate* 
are  the  supreme  law  of  tbe  land."  "  By  the  aa- 
thority,"  must  mean  the  trenty-mekiitg  power,  tbe 
President  and  Senate,  inwfaom  the  power  is  vested. 
The  authority  of  tbe  United  Stales  has  made  this 
treaty,  and  the  House  of  Reptesentatit^s  has  re- 
peatedly sanctioned  ib  provisions.  Whatever  ob- 
jection might  hare  been  made  iweviously  to  its 
ratiBcation,  becante  of  its  intnfRence  with  the 
pown  vested  in  Congress  to  admit  new  States, 
the  objection  now  comes  mo  late.  The  SenUe 
could  have  made  no  appropriation  of  uiMiey  fi>T 
the  purchase  of  Louisiana  without  the  nmciiT- 

?  of  the  House  of  Representatives.    Thiscon- 

.>nce  was  a  pledge,  on  the  part  of  that  branch 
of  the  National  Legiijlature,  tnat  the  stipulations 
of  the  treaty  should  oe  performed.  Your  legisla- 
tion for  the  territory  ceded,  and  the  admiseion  of 
Louisiana,  were  additional  pledges.  You  have 
surveyed  the  public  lands,  pocketed  tbe  money, 
and  enjoyed  alt  tbe  advantages  of  tbe  cession,  and 
now  ruose  lo  comply  with  yoor  agreement,  be- 
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cmaat  yon  ut  the  Presidnt  and  Senste  had  no 
power  to  maKe  the  treaty,  and  there  is  no  pcrwn 
to  compcd  jaa  to  perform  your  agreement  if  ratid. 
Prom  the  Ovaty  of  1803,  erety  suocesnre  Con- 
gress has,  in  some  shape,  rMOgnised  the  validity 
of  this  treaty,  aitd  given  some  pledge  that  its  stip- 
ulMioD  sboald  be  r^tded  until  ve,  more  'vise, 
bat,  perhaps,  lesB  just,  than  oar  predecessotB,  hove 
discovered  that  it  was  made  without  anthority, 
and  i(  void  I  Had  not  the  people  who  removed 
to  that  coantry  onder  your  fonner  coarse  of  Ivia- 
latkm  a  right  to  expect  that  sectirity,  for  ihemMdvee 
and  their  ptoperty,  which  the  treaty  promised  1 

This  treaty  decures  who  rinll  be  incoipot«te4 
into  (he  Umon,  when  they  shril  be  iBcorjwtaied, 
to  what  diey  shall  he  entitled  when  incorporated, 
and  promiMs,  in  the  meantime,  Mcnrity  to  their 
liberty  and  property.  In  the  menntime,  mint  indi- 
tmte  a  time  beiweoi  two  pointo — the  points  h<M 
indiealed  are,  the  ratiSeallon  oT  the  treaty,  and 
tkot  admisRcm  into  the  Union.  Ctmgreea  might, 
in  the  nwuiinM^  IwTe  prohibited  the  wttlemeDt  of 
the  cotmtrf  fram  other  parts  cf  the  Union  j  but  if 
th«y  permitted  o^ers  to  settle  there,  heing  inhabi- 
lairt*  of  the  eeded  territory,  at  tbe  time  of  its  ad- 
miscion  into  the  Union,  thay  w«re  nrtessary  to 
enjoy  the  privilqies  of  adrntsaion  into  the  Union. 
CongrcM  could  not  admit  the  original  inhsUtania 
and  exclude  others  there  at  the  time  of  its  ndmis- 
sicn ;  nor  eoold  ther  disregard  the  ri^ts  of  those 
wbo  sellled  there  sabsct^nent  to  the  treaty ;  for  all 
who  ore  inhabitants,  "  m  the  meantime,"  are  se- 
enred  in  Aeir  property  and  liberty."  When  are 
tbey  to  be  admittea  ?  "  So  soon  as  posaiUe,  eon- 
sistentwith  the  principles  of  the  Constitntion;"  so 
setm  OS  they  have  ibe  number  heretofore  required 
for  neb  admission.  Having  that  number,  they 
now  ask  yon  to-poform  your  stipulatioB,  and  can 
yoa  jwtly  refase?'  To  what  are  they  to  be  enti- 
ded,  when  admitted  into  the  Union  7  To  the  en- 
joyment of  all  the  "rights,  advantages,  aod  im- 
manttiei,  of  citizens  of  the  United  States."  Yet 
yon  deny  them  one  of  the  most  esemtial  and  deat^ 
est  rights,  the  right  to  form  their  own  constitution, 
and  «n^>e  their  own  taanicipal  rMulations.  Th^ 
are  what  yon  have  agrced  tney  shall  be,  with  this 
demdiag  exception,  this  surrender  of  mnniciml 
lighb.  This  word  "  shall,"  in-  the  treaty,  takes 
away  discretion,  and  we  must  either  disrward  Ibe 
treaty,  or  admit  Hinoori — not  stripped  otits  sor- 
etciffi  power,  tm  on  s  footingwiA  theother  States. 
tDBH  the  "ricbt*,  advantages,  and  immunities," 
of  eMzens  of  ae  United  Stales. 

Tbe  ordinance  ot  1787  has  been  resorted  to  for 
dw  purpose  of  ahowiag  that  Congress  has  exer- 
oiiea  this  power,  and  may  therefore  now  do  the 
same.  There  is  no  crime  that  could  not  be  josti- 
fied  by  reasoffiag  inthis-mode:  such  tfaiags  have 
bem  done,  therefore  they  are  ri^t!  Thisordi- 
nonce  was  passed  under  the  Articles  of  Confed- 
etatioa,  prariouBly  (o  the  adoption  of  the  Consti- 
tnti(»i,  and  camiM  prove  that  snch  an  ordinance 
woold  have  been  aathmized  by  the  Constitution. 
Snbscqnent  legislatioBoBly  went  to  oarinr  into  effeet 
what  had  been  promised  prior  to  the  Constitution 

" — < have  called  lottteiraid  the  Deelara- 


tton  of  Independence :  "  All  men  are  bom  equally 
tree  and  independent!  Those  who  believe  that 
this  declaration  gives  libertv  to  every  slave  in  the 
Union,  wilt  find  a  learned  cnapter  on  that  subject, 
in  a  ludicrous  work  written  or  Jodge  Brecaen- 
lidge,  of  Pennsylvania,  called  Modem  Chivabj, 
to  which  I  refer  the  gentlemen.  But  is  this  polit- 
ical maxim  indeed  truel  Then  1  suppose  an  in- 
cident of  that  freedom  and  independence  would 
be,  Aat  every  people  have  a  right  to  adopt  thdr 
own  ffovernment  and  laws.  Db  ^ou  not  deny  thu 
privi%e  to  the  people  of  Missouri  ?  In  ronr  znl 
to  extend  Uberty  to  the  slave,  yon  take  away 
from  freemen  of  your  own  color,  and  entitled  to 
ecnial  rights  with  you,  their  "inalienable  rights." 
The  peojrfe  of  Missouri  ask  the  privil^er  of  form- 
ing their  own  constitntion,  ana  you  deny  them 
that  privilege,  unless  they  adopt  an  article  which 
you  presenbe.  Hare  we  so  soon  forgotten  that 
our  fathers  resisted  sintilar  usurpations  of  power 
attempted  by  England — fought  snd  established  tbe 
independoiee we  now  enjoy?  Other  gentlemeB 
derive  this  power  ftom  that  part  of  the  Constttn- 
*ion  which  enables  CoD^^ess  to  provide  for  the 
'general  welfare:"  nothi^  can  be  more  danger- 


of  Great  Britain  out  of  doors,the  professed  to  be 
acting  for  tbe  general  welfare.  The  genius  of 
desolation,  seated  on  tbe  ruins  of  empires,  speaks, 
as  a  voice  from  the  tombs  to  yon,  to  "  beware  of 
the  exercne  of  this  dangerous  power."  The  de- 
ported Oovemments  of  Carthage,  Greece,  snd 
Rome,  of  Venice,  and  of  Swits^land,  hail  yvmi 
advances  in  this  path  of  the  sepulchre  of  nationG. 
-The  ftiends  of  restriction  plant  a  dagger  in  the 
bosom  of  their  country,  and  coll  this  pronding  for 
the  general  welfare.  They  excite  the  most  aWfu) 
discord  among  the  members  of  this  House,  which 
enters  into  and  distracts  all  its  deUberations,  and 
excites  the  most  alarming  ferment  in  the  eommu- 


ity,  and  call  this  humanity.  Humanitv  to  oi 
country  fbrbids  agitating  a  question  so  well  c:  ' 
lated  to  disturb  the  repose  of  society. 


it  justice  Id  the  States  of  the  Union  where 
slavery  is  tolerated,  to  prohibit  them  from  a  set- 
dement  in  Missotn-i,  purchased  by  the  common 
flmds  of  the  nation  1  The  exclusion  is  not  direct, 
because  it  would  not  be  borne  in  that  shape ;  bat 
if  I  cannot  enter  there  with  my  property,  which 
habit,  or  somethinff  else,  has  renaned  necessary  to 
nte,  I  am  exclndedi  What  answer  can  we  make 
to  the  people  of  Miseouri  when  they  ask,  "  is  not 
setf-^verameni  our  right,  our  privilege,  and  our 
inheritance  1"  "Can  you  divest  us  of  our  prop- 
erty without  our  consent?"  "When  emancipation 
has  taken  place  in  other  parts  of  the  Union,  the 
people,  by  their  Representatives,  consented  to  the 
divesliture  of  their  rights;  but  we  are  to  he  divested 
of  out  rights,  without  representation,  by  tbe  strong 
arm  of  Congtess,  and  that  in  the  name  of  con- 
science and  humanity." 
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I  csnnotj  (aid  be,  pass  uaaoticed  the  souree 
whicb  has  deen  adopted,  ia  relation  to  this  subject, 
and  wbicb,  in  the  laoguage  of  Mr.  Ja,y,  has  been 
effected  by  a  "plaa  of  co-opecBtion"  in  the  com- 
muaity.  The  people  intend  to  be  just  to  ihem- 
■elves  and  their  Representatives ;  but  how  readily 
may  thev  be  deceived  !  A  meeting  is  called,  at 
which  ine  horrors  of  slavery  are  painted  iu  the 
most  ^lowioK  colors — the  honest  sympathies  of 
every  individual  present  are  excited,  and,  when 
wrought  almost  to  frenzy,  they  are  seriously  asked, 
are  you  willing  to  extend  this  evil  7  No  1  resounds 
from  a  thousand  tongues.  No  iuifuiry  if  the  con- 
dition of  the  slave  will  not  beameliorBtt:db)^"thi3 
ezlensioD."  The  Constitution  is  either  never  men- 
tioned, or  such  a  construction  given  it  as  suits  the 
public  feeling.  Gentlemen  should  recollect  that 
litis  method  of  construing  the  Constitution,  by 
popular  assemblies,  is  at  least  dangerous,  aad  that 
the  example  now  given  may  be  imitated  at  some 
future  day,  when  tbey  would  willingly  forget  what 
bat  now  transpired.  On  matters  of  interest  and 
feeling,  the  people  must  be  Consulted ;  but  I  have 
sworn  to  support  this  Constitution,  and  who  shall 
determine  for  me,  whether  Uiis  act  is  a  violation 
of  my  oalh  or  not?  In  the  midst  of  such  popular 
eicitement,  the  pi^udiced  and  coriuiit  are  carried 
along  by  the  current,  the  timid  abanaon  their  con- 
sciences, and  upright  men  too  often  fall  a  sacrifice 
to  their  integrity.  Could  any  plan  of  "co-opera- 
tion" be  necessary  to  bring  the  members  ol  this 
House  to  a  correct  discharge  of  (heit  duty  1  The 
feelings,  both  of  the  North  and  South,  were  en- 
Ibted  m  favor  of  an  amelioration  of  the  condition 
of  the  slave;  but  a  regard  for  the  Constitution, 
the  treaty,  the  general  tights  of  tbs  pet^e  of  the 
Union,  and  oi  the  people  of  Missauri,  prevent 
them  from  interfering.'  The  "extension  of  sla- 
very!" This  is  a  deceitful  term.  If,  by  extend- 
ing, you  nlitigate  the  evils,  such  an  extension  is 
himianity,  is  mercy.  No  man.  has  passed  through 
the  States  of  Kentucky,  Tmnesiee,  Mississippi, 
and  Alabam^  wiio  does  not  know  that  their  con- 
dition is  much  belter  there  than  in  the  old  States. 
By  the  same  reasoning  you  give  to  ihe  unfortunate 
prisoner  the  light,  the  pure  ait  of  Heaven^  and 
wholesome  fooa ;  and  you  call  this  an  extension  of 
his  evils.  You  confine  him  to  his  loathsome  dun- 
geon, bis  brown  bread,  and  his  galling  fetters,  and 
you  call  this  luiniaiiity.  The  suppoailion  that  you 
are  opening  a.  market,  and  thereby  tempting  an 
iUicit  traffic,  is  ideal.  The  present  price  is  suffi- 
cient to  tempt  avarice,and  an  increase  of  value 
can  scarcely  oe  expected  from  any  reasonable  mode 

We  are  told  "not  to  be  alarmed ;"  there  is  no 
disposition  to  dismrb  property,  in  slaves,  in  the  old 
thirteen  States.  1  judge  of  tae  intentions  of  gen- 
tlemen from  the  princijues  they  advocate.  We  are 
told  that  Congress  may,  when  the  CoQstitution  is 
silent,  exercise  its  sovereign  power ;  that  all  raen, 
among  whom  are  slaves,  ate  oorn  equ^ly  free  and 
independent ;  that  Congress  can  do  any  thins  con- 
ceived necessary  for  the  general  welfare,  and  that 
daveiy  is  a  great  evil  and  ought  to  be  abolished; 
that  Congress,  having  the  power  to  regulate  com- 


merce, and  prohibit  migration,  can  prevent  ths 
mssage  of  slaves  from  one  State  to  another. 
These  doctrines  lead  to  aa  unlimiied  ex^cise  of 
power — to  a  declaration  that  slavery  does  not  exist 
within  the  United  States;  but  if  it  does,  that  Con'^ 
gress  may  abolish  it,  or  confine  it  to  narrow  limits ; 
yet  we  are  told  not  to  be  alarmed.  You  conduct 
us  to  an  awful  precipice,  and  hold  us  over  it,  in 
your  trembling  hands,  wnile  you  call  to  us,  do  not 
be  alarmed.  We  cannot  but  feel  alarmed  for  the 
security  of  our  proparty;  when  such  principles  are 
advocated  we  assure  you  we  arealarmed.    Should 


stimtional  principles  induces  f  ou  (o  urge  this  re- 
--'-'tion — humanity  towatds  your  country,  already 
by  discord,  forbiils  widening  the  breach.  I  do 
ipeak  of  disunion.  I  hope  om  Union  will  be 
as  perpetual  as  the  rocks  and  mountains  of  pur 
continent.  Disunion  is  a  subject  which  I  fear  to 
have  rendered  familiar  to  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try.   But  may  I  not  call  to  gentlemen  in  pursuit 

,  ot  this  imagmary  good--"  Spare,  oh  spare  your 
country  the  evils  which  the  agitation  of  this  ques- 
tion has  produced,  and  must  necessarily  produce, 
in  this  hiiberto  happy  nation.  Let  us  not,  in  pur- 
suit of  phantoms,  destroy  this  last  asylum  of  the 
oppressed,  the  only  resting  place  of  liberty,  exiled 

,  from  every  other  portion  of  the  world." 

Mr.  HiNORCCKB,  of  Indiana,  sjpoke  as  follows : 
Mr.  Chairman :  Rising,  at  this  Ute  hour  of  the 

'  debate,  and  preceded  by  many  who  were  prominent 
(and  powerful  in  the  discussions  on  (his  floor,  it  is 
not  to  be  expected  that  very  much  remains  for  me 
to  say.  This,  however,  is  a  circumstance  which 
jetjCoi  it  is  notmy  purpose  or  intention 
h.  Sir,  at  an  early  period  of  this  dis- 
was  my  intention  to  have  offered,  at 
large,  to  the  Committee,  my  views  on  this  subject, 
but  not  having  been  fortunate  enough  to  have  oc- 
cupied the  door  at  that  stage  of  the  debate,  1  find 
much  of  the  ^^nd  which  I  had  marked  out  for 
myself  occupied,  and  successfully,  as  I  think,  oc- 
cupied by  others. 

With  that  groimd,  sir,  I  shall  have  as  little  to  do 
as  possible.  I  will  not  tire  the  Oommittee  in 
wandering  unnecessarily  upon  it,  but  will  ask  their 
indulgence  while  L  say  a  few  words,  which  appear 
to  me  necessary  to  be  said,  and  which  are  someof 
my  reasons  for  the  vote  I  expect  to~  give  on  the 
proposition  now  before  the  Committee.  Sir,  mf 
apology  for  troubling  the  Cooimittee  is,  the  interest 
which,  with  others,  I  takoin  this  great  question, 
and  the  circumstance  that  that  portion  of  the 
Union,  of  which  I  am  a  citizen  and  a  Represen- 
tative, seems  to  have  become,  in  a  great  measure, 
Che  theatre  of  this  debate. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  history  of  the  Northwestern 
Territory  is  connected  with  the  earliest  and  the 
proudest  days  of  this  Republic,  and  its  history  in 
times  to  come  will  show  it  warmly  and  devotitm- 
aJly  attached  to  the  rights  of  the  Slates  and  the 
in^rity  of  the  Union,  Sir,  there  is  nothing  for- 
tuitous or  uncertain  in  this  opinion.  The  States 
of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  are  standing  monu- 
ments of  the  magnanimity  of  an  ancient  and  re- 
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e  ajiil  liMial  policy,  whence  springs 
their  happy  institutioDS,  and  their  freedom  from 
slavery,  that  great  eyjl  of  the  South:  They  show 
a  policy  of  the  General  Gorennment,  which,  should 
it  coll  on  with  the  flood  of  emigration  to  the  West, 
will  add  a  coi^teUaiion  to  your  Union,  equal  in 
luitre  to  the  brightest  star  of  the  East.  This  is 
the  view  of  the  amendment  under  discusnon — an 
amendment  which  commaniis  my  approbatitm  and 
coerces  my  support  An  amendment,  objectionable, 
say  gentlemen,  because  Congress  have  not  the  Con- 
Gtitutioool  power  to  enact  it.  Those  who  oppose 
the  resiricUon  of  slavery  in  Missooti  call  for  the 
Constitutional  provision,  which  authorizes  the 
measure — coll  for  the  speaking  index  which  points 
to  this  question,  as  though  every  measure  of  the 
Government  could  ha«e  Deen  anticipated,  and  all 
its  future  incidents  seen  by  the  framets  of  iheCon- 
ttitucion. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  language  of  the  Constitution 
is  plain  enough  for  me.  Ana  here  let  me  remark 
that  this  amendment  presents  itself  to  my  inind 
in  a  point  of  view  differsit  from  that  in  which  it 
appears  to  be  considered,  by.  most  gentlemen  who 
have  spoken  of  it.  This  amendment  is  objected 
to,  hecanse  it  is  nnderslood  to  propose  conditions 
for  the  Slate  of  Mtssoori.  This  is  not  the  way  I 
understand  it.  It  speaks  to  the.people  of  Missouri 
Territory,  andnot  to  the  State  of  Missouri.  To 
tiie  people  of  the  Missouri  Territory,  and  to  the 

C)pU  <^  all  the  territories,  we  have  been  in  the 
bit  of  speaking.    Eveo  geniiemea  on  theopposite 
aide  of  the  question  admit  we  may  speak  to  them. 

Sir,  1  think,  in  the  progress  of  this  discussion,  it 
haBbeeucleariy  made  out  that  Congress  may  impose 
conditions.  Indeed,  this  seems  of  necessity  to  be 
admitted  on  all  hands,  for  without  admitting  this 
jvinciple  we  cannot  juatify  the  government  we 
bold  over  the  territories,  or  the  control  we  hold  over 
the  public  lauds  within  the  limits  of  the  new 
SMtos.  Sir,  in  this  case,  we  do  not  dictate  to,  or 
impose  conditions  on,  the  State.  We  only  eay  to 
the  people  of  the  Territory  what  we  consider  ne- 
cessKTV  for  their  constitution  to  contain,  and  with- 
out wnich  they  are  not  to  expect  admisuon  into 
the  Union.  They  are  not  possessed  of  sovereign 
State  powers  when  making  this  constitution,  nor 
when  it  is  made,  until  Congress  shall  admit  them 
into  the  Union.  This  ceremony  of  admission  has 
been  deemed  necessary  in  the  history  of  our  Qot- 
ernment,  in  relation  to  all  the  new  States.  Their 
■avereign  State  power  is  derived  from  the  consti- 
taiioD,  which  has  not  force  or  efficacy  until  ap- 
proved by  Congress^  It  is  tme  the  power  which 
made  this  constitution  was  in  existence  before,  but 
it  was  chaos  reduced  by  these  proceedings  to 
■latency  and  order. 

But,  it  is  said  that,  by  this  amendment,  yoi 
qaire  these  cotiditions  to  be  adopted  by  Missouri, 
and  to  come  from  her,  because  Congress  have  not 
the  power  to  make  or  impose  them.  This,  sir,  is 
trae,  and  is  correct,  in  the  same  way  that  ibe  first 
parly  to  a  contract  must  obtain  the  consent  of  the 
second  party  before  the  contract  is  complete ;  but, 
■Aei  that  consent  is  obtained,  the  first  party  has 
16lh  Con.  Itt  Ssaa.— 43 


same  advantage  from  it,  and  it  is  as  binding  on 
the  second  party  as  if  all  had  beeu  originally  in 
'''e  power  of  the  first  party ;  for,  in  truth,  this  is 

ithing  more  or  less  than  a  contract,  and  it  is  one 
of  those  contracts  which,  though  made  in  the  mi- 
nority of  Missouri,  will  be  binding  on  her  after  she 
'all  arrive  at  full  age.    I  deur,  then,  Mr.  Chair- 

an,  that  any  thing  required  by  this  amendment 

tobedoneinthecliarecter  or  capacity  of  a  State, 

I  the  part  of  Missouri. 

Again,  sir,  the  treaty.  The  third  article  of  the 
treaty  to  much  siioken  of  in  this  debate,  could  not 
have  been  intended  to  pass  the  boundaries  of  the 
Constitution.  If  soch  were  its  stipulations,  those 
stipulations  could  not  be  carried  into  efiect.  Sir, 
waai  created  the  treaty-making  power  1  The 
Constitution  ;  and  the  moment  Ine  treaty-making 
power  passes  the  boundaries  of  the  Constitution, 
that  moment  its  powers  become  annihilated.  We 
are  told  that  it  is  now  too  late  to  ot^ecl  to  the 
treaty — that  it  has  been  ratified  by  the  Senate,  and 
sanctioned  by  the  House  of  Repr^eutatives,  in  the 
passage  of  laws  to  carry  it  into  efiect.  Sir.  I  do 
not  object  to  the  validity  of  the  treaty.  Tne  ac- 
quisition of  Louisiana  was  one  of  tne  happiest 
epochs  of  our  political  history  since  the  close  oi  the 
Revolution.  But  I  object  to  any  construction  of 
that  treaty  unknown  to  and  unauthorized  by  die 
Constitution.  I  object  to  any  construction  ofthe 
treaty  which  would  doaway  the  discretion  of  Con- 
gress in  the  admission  of  new  States.  Can  any 
uneonatitulional  stipulation  ina  treaty  gain  strengtn 
by  (he  ratification  ofthe  Senate,  or  the  passage  of 
a  law  by  Congress,  to  ciirry  that  treaty  into  efiect  ? 
Surely  not.  Suppose,  for  mstance,  that  the  treaty- 
making  power  nad  stipulated  that  the  appoint- 
ment oT  the  officers,  and  the  authority  of  training 
the  militia  of  the  States  to  be  formed  west  of  the 
Mississippi,  should  be  reserved  to  the  Government 
of  the  United  States, — would  gentlemen  tell  us 
that  the  stipulation  oould  be-carried  iolo  eStett 
No ;-  because  such  stipulation  would  be  contrary  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  Such  stip- 
ulalioii  would  be  an  infringement  of  the  rights  of 
the  States.  And  arewe  not  to  euard  the  rightsof 
the  General  GoTernment,  as  well  as  those  of  the 
States'?  The  treaty  then, I  understand  asplacing 
Ihc  inhabitants  of  the  province  of  Louisiana  in 
the  same  situation  they  would  bare  been  in  if  they 
had  been  included  within  the  original  limits  estab- 
lished by  the  Treaty  of  Peoce. 

Sir,  if  the  treats-making  power  can  pass  the 
limits  of  the  Constitution,  it  eoald  have  provided 
that  the  States  to  be  formed  in  the  province  of 
Louisiana  could  have  the  powerof  makinewar  or 
peace,  or  of  creating  titles  of  nobility.  The  lan- 
guage of  the  treaty  is,  in  substance,  the  language 
of  the  Constitution ;  and  the  privileges  and  immti- 
nities  conferred  on  the  Louisiantan  must  be  sack 
privileges  and  immunities  as  the  Government  of 
the  United  Slates  can  bestow;  for,  according  to 
the  principles  of  the  gentlemen  opposed,  neither 
the  treaty  nor  the  Oonstitutioa  can  confer  on  the 
ancient  inhabitant  of  Louisiana  the  rights  and 
privileges  which  result  from  the  r^ulations  of  a 
State,  and  which  are  the  offtpring  of  munici^  i 
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law,  because  these  tbiogs,  say  genllemeii,  are  the 
ptao^tires  of  State  sovereignties,  and  cannot  be 
erereised  by  Congress.  Then,  what  are  the  privi- 
tegps  aad  iiQiiiiiuities  of  an  inhabitant  of  Louisi- 


ana under  the  treaty  and  the  Constitation  1    They 
are  umply  those  of  i 


forei^er  i 


],  distinguished  from  a 
The  inhabitant  of  Louisi- 
it  subject  to  the  requisitions  of  an  alien 
law;  he  becomes  at  once  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States.  The  treaty,  then,  does  not  seem  to  stand 
IB  the  way  of  the  free  operation  of  the  Constitu- 
tion— the  practice  and  policy  of  the  Qovemmeui — 
in  the  admissiiHi  of  new  States.  There  is  no  guar- 
anty  ia  the  treaty  in  favor  of  adventurers  to  the 
country,  or  in  favor  of  the  Louisianian,  after  he 
■hall  have  become  a  member  of  the  State  Gov- 
ornment. 

The  force  of  the  treaty  then  foils,  gentlemen. 
It  is  imposing  conditions  on  ftim,  in  the  cbatacter 
^  a  citizen  of  a  StaU,  of  which  they  complain ; 
and  in  such  character  the  treaty  has  no  guaranty 
in  his  faror,  and  it  would  be  absurd  if  it  had.  It 
would  be  France  stipulating  for  the  privileges  and 
immunities  of  citizens,  not  only  of  the  united 
Slates,  but  of  a  particular  State. 

But,  air,  to  the  positive  language  of  the  Con- 
atitution :  "  Congress  shall  have  powa  to  dispose 
of,  and  to  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations 
ropectiog  the  territory,  or  other  property  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States."  Here  there  is  a  direct 
power  i  absolute  control  over  the  most  important 
ud  first  object  of  sovereignty.  Here  is  a  Consti- 
tutional power,  more  extensive  than  is  necessary 
for  the  amendment  before  the  Committee.  Con- 
areas  owns,  in  fee  simple,  the  soil  of  the  country. 
This  soil  may  be  retained  by  its  owners,  or  it  may 
be  parled  with  on  conditions.  It  may  be  leased 
for  life  or  for  years.  These  leases  may  contain  as 
many  conditions  as  may  be  agreed  on.  One  of 
these  may  be,  that  the  soil  shall  not  be  cultivated 

Sa  slave,  and  that  it  shall  not  be  the  residence 
a  alave.  Sir,  the  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
BO  matter  whether  he  be  from  the  South  or  North, 
may  constitutionally  be  prevented  from  settling 
that  soil.  Your  standing  armies  and  your  militia 
may  be  inarched  from  every  State  to  di^oeseas 
him.  This  isa  policy  which  the  Oovemment  will 
Tery  aeldom  adopt,  but  the  power  to  adopt  it  ia 
found  in  the  Constitution,  and  it  is  the  Constitu- 
tional power  to  adopt  this  measure  which  we  are 
now  in  .search  of,  and  not  its  expediency.  Sir, 
this  part  of  the  Constitution  is  .not  a  dead  letter. 
Look  at  your  statute  book.  There  you  will  find 
laws  specifying  this  power  and  authorizing  its  ex- 
ettion.  in  driving  intruders  from  the  public  land.i. 
It  ia  imt  a  few  yean,  sir,  since  the  President's 
proclamation  required  the  exercise  of  this  power, 
and,  but  for  the  relaxioE  policy  of  the  Qovern- 
iBent,  the  military  force  of  tne  country  would  have 
heen  employed  in  carrving  it  into  effect.  Here, 
then,  is  a  case  in  wbicn  Congress  may  constitu- 
tionally exclude  the  further  introduction  of  free- 
men from  that  soil ;  much  easier,  do  I  apprehend, 
niay  she  exclude  slaves  ;  mere  property.  A  case 
in  which  Congress  may,  after  ttia  admission  of  a 
Slate  without  restriction  of  slarety,  hold  a  direct  { 


and  absolute  negative  over  the  peopling  her  tarrir 
tory  with  slaves. 

Sir,  the  third  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  tha 
Constitution  says,  "  that  new  States  mar  be  ad- 
mitted by  the  Congress  into  this  Vaioa."  Here, 
sir,  is  all  the  power  Known  to  the  Constitution,  on 
the  subject  of  admitting  new  States.  Congrees 
may  admit,  and  may  refuM  admission.  Congress 
may  exercise  abroad  an  uncontrollable  discretion 
on  the  subject ;  but,  in  the  proper  exercise  of  this 
discretion.  Congress  may  not  reject  without  a 
cause.  If  a  cause  of  rejection  exist,  thu  House 
will  know  it.  Congress  may  then  examine  the 
boundaries  exhibited  in  the  constitution  submitted, 
to  see  that  they  do  not  pass  the  limits  and  bound- 
aries of  this  Oovemment ;  for,  if  the  doctrine  con- 
tended for  by  many  gentlouen  on  this  floor  be 
correct,  that  Congress  can  oaly  detennine  whe- 
ther the  coiMtitution  be  repuUican  or  not,  then 
the  question  of  boundary  would  be  an  improper 
inquiry  for  this  House.  The  people  claiming  ad- 
mission might  Slop  at  the  Sabine,  oi  go  to  the 
Rio  del  Norte.  They  might  include  the  mofe 
weatem  prorinces-of  Mexico^  wgo  to  the  Isthmus 
ofDarien.  Thi3doctrinee«taUished,wilhtliebind- 
iiu  obligations  of  the  treaty  to  admit  the  people 
orMisBOuri,  as  contended  for  by  other  gnttlenien, 
and  the  question  of  boundary  with  Spain  is  no 
longer  under  the  sole  direction  of  the  tnaty-mak- 
ing  power.  The  peofJe  of  Missouri  may  go  to 
the  West  and  to  the  South,  to  the  furthermost 
boundary  ever  claimed  by  the  Government.  You 
are  bound  by  treaty,  say  gentlemen,  to  admit  them, 
and,  once  admiued,  you  are  bound  by  the  Consti- 
tution to  protect  them  against  invasion. 

Sir,  the  Constitutional  power  to  admit  new 
States,  submits  the  ,constitalion  of  such  States  to 
the  scrutiny  of  thin  Oovemment.  Ccmgress  may, 
and  it  is  the  duty  of  Congress,  to  see  that  no  pro- 
vision of  such  constitution  clashes  with  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  Slates;  that  such  new 
State,  forinslance,  does  not  assume  the  powers  of 
''  making  treaties,  alliances,  and  confederations 
with  foreign  Governments ;"  of  granting  letters  of 
marque  and  re]Kisal;"or  "of  keeping  troops,  or 
ships  of  war,  in  time  of  peace,  without  the  conaent 
of  Congress."  This  power,  then,  seems  to  contain 
all  necessary  guards  against  encroachment  of  prin- 
ciple, and  where  any  encroachment  of  princiiJe, 
no  matter  what,  is  hkelv  to  be  attempted,  it  does 
seem  to  me,  that  it  would  not  be  too  assuming  in 
Congress,  to  say  to  a  people  asking  pprmiMui;!  u> 
form  for  thems^ves  a  constitution  and  State  gov- 
ernment: Your  habits  and  opinions,  on  a  par- 
ticular subject,  make  it  prcdmUe,  thai  you  will 
introduce  a  fvinciple  into  your  Constitution  in- 
compatible with  the  opinions  and  policy  of  this 
OovernmenL  With  this  principle  you  are  not  to 
expect  admission  into  the  Union.  This  would  be 
a  piece  of  information  neceasary  for  them.  It 
would  be  a  beacon  to  direct  ihem  into  the  port  of 


Mr.  Chairman,  another  section  of  the  Conatitu- 
tion  comes  in  aid  of  my  opinions.  The  fourth 
section  of  the  fourth  article  says,  "  the  United 
Slates  shall  guaranty,  toeveryi  State  in  this  Union 
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«  repoblicaD  fwrm  oT  ^rernmeat,  and  shall  pro- 
tect each  of  them  agkinst  invasioD  and  domestic 
violence."  Now  it  oeems  to  me  that  the  plain 
and  obvioas  meaning  of  this  is,  that  Congress  ma/ 
•zamine  a  constitution  befoK  sba  cao  gnaraDtf 
any  thin^  abont  it ;  and  Congress  must,  in  the  very 
natore  ot  thb  clause,  have  the  power  of  judging 
and  determining  what  a  republican  form  of  gov- 
enmcut  is.  Congress  cannot  guaVanty  any  tbing 
of  which  she  is  ignorant ;  and  the  Constitutional 
protection  against  invasion  and  domestic  violence 
in  favor  of  the  Stales,  earries  with  it  someibing 
more  than  a  mei«  supervision  of  the  constitution, 
to  see  if  it  be  republican ;  for  the  seeds  of  discord 
and  domestic  violence  mar  be  sown  in  a  constitu- 
tion, although  it  be  republican.  A  thousand  fea- 
tures may  be  found  in  a  constitution  calculated  to 
produce  invasion,  though  that  constitution  be  re- 
publican." "  Invasion  and  domestic  violence"  are 
eflects  sometimes  found  in  Slates.  Congress  is 
bound  to  control  and  do  away  these  effects.  She 
is  boaad  ^so,  both  for  her  benefit  and  that  of  the 
State,  to  do  awav  the  obvious  "  causes  of  invasiori 
and  domestic  violmcej"  and  if  tbese  obvious  causes 
are  found  in  the  cousbtulion  of  a  new  State,  Con- 
gress is  bound  by  every  consideration  of  justice, 
both  to  the  Gieneral  OoveinmenC  and  to  such  new 
•State,  to  require  that  those  objecltonable  parts  of 
her  constitution  be  expunged  before  she  is  admitted 
into  the  Union.  All  legislative  powers  to  ch^ch 
vice  of  any  kind,  ate  necessarily  appropriated  with 
powers  of  some  description,  to  deal  with  and  do 
away  the  causes  of  such  vice. 

Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  little  danger  of  encroach- 
ment on  Ihegovernmentsof  the  States.  The  States 
have,  at  all  times,  sentinels  at  their  posts  and  within 
this  ball.  Who  are  we,  sir,  but  the  sentinels  of  the 
State  governments — citizens  of  the  States,  sent 
hare  for  the  special  purpose  of  representing  them 
in  the  BStJMial  aasmobly?  With  our  constituent, 
we  bare  a  cldser  affinity  to  the  States  than  to  this 
Government.  We  feel  their  interests  as  primary 
pnes.  This  has  been  sufficiently  manifest^  in  the 
BTogreaa  of  this  discussion,  if  1  can  determine  any 
thing  from  my  own  feelings,  I  know  this  to  be  the 
case.  H'he  rights  and  advant^es  of  the  State 
which  I  bare  the  honor  to  represent,  are  those 
which  make  the  strongcet  appeal  to  my  heart- 
Sir,  the  overthrow  of  this  great  Reputdic  is  more 
in  danger  from  the  encroachments  of  t)ie  State 
COTemaents  than  of  this  Oorernmeot.  Some 
nigh  noconstiiutional  pretensions  of  the  State  gov- 
emments  are  more  likely  to  sap  the  foundations  of 
our  liberties  and  destroy  this  Government  Sir, 
for  examjdes  I  might  refer  you  to  the  historic  of 
other  nations  and  other  times,  but  I  need  not  leave 
that  of  my  own  country.  The  arm  of  this  Gov- 
eromott,  during  the  late  war,  was  paralyied  by 
the  {HetensitHis  of  a  State  government,  (Massa- 
chosetts,)  by  a  conflict  for  State  rights. 

But,  sir,  to  tbe  general  scope  andplain meaning 
of  tbe  ConitilnticH).  It  is  said  that  Congress  have 
but  one  Const itntional  negative  over  the  admis- 
sion of  a  State.  Congress  may  require  her  coD' 
stitotioD  to  be  rqnibtican,  and,  if  it  be  not,  she 
may  reject  it.    But,  I  apprehend,  sir,  that,  in  con- 


together.  We  should  never  lose  sight  of  the  ob- 
ject of  tbe  Convention  which  framed  the  Consti- 
tutioD.  We  should  never  lose  sight  of  tbe  end 
and  object  of  all  good  governments.  These  are, 
the  happiness  of  the  people  governed.  Qoveni- 
menti  ought  still  to  be  progressive,  from  bad,  if 
they  be  so,  to  good,  and  from  good  to  better. 
Perfection  of  human  hawiness  is  the  tendency  of 
all  good  govemmenls.  Slavery  is  an  evil.  It  is 
admitted  to  be  so  by  alt  tbe  South;  and  its  exist- 
eace  is  a  matter  of  much  lamentation  to  them. 
tt  is,  then,  more  natural  to  suppose  tbat  the  evil 
was  intended  to  be  stoi^wd — to  be  removed  from 
tbe  body  politic  as  soon  as  possible — than  that  it 
should  be  extended  with  the  extending  Union. 
Sir,  suppose  slavery  had  no  existence  in  the  Uni- 
ted States.  A  State  west  of  the  Mississippi  would 
present  you  with  a  constitntiop  recognising  sla- 
very, and  demand  admissitwi  into  the  Union.  I 
think  that  no  geDtleman,  from  any  quarter,  would 
receive  such  a  constitution  into  tne  Union.  We 
■honid  then  search  the  constitution  with  an  eaglet 
eye.  The  intelligeace  of  the  South  wonld  then  be 
aoleto  find  enough  to  justiiy  therqection  of  stioh 
a  constitution. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  inquire 
how  the  slaves  of  the  South  became  wives.  I  am 
not  at  liberty  to  inquire  what  ruthless  hand  fint 
manacled  the  slave,  and  trampled  on  the  natural 
rightsof  man.  I  maynottravel  out  of  the  record, 
the  CoDstitotion.  In  tbat  instrument,  although 
the  terms  mauade  and  date  are  not  to  be  found, 
this  species  of  property  is  Tecognised  by  strong 
language,  and  b)'  definition  too  plain  to  be  mis- 
takoi.  With  pleasure  do  I  bear,  from  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  South,  that  this  evil  does  not  lie 
at  tbeir  door;  and  with  equal  pleasure  do  I  find,  in 
the  history  of  «ny  country,  tbe  |Voof  of  this  feet. 
Slavery,  personal  slavery,  was  introduced  into 
this  country  b^  that  (3ovemment  whose  poliey  it 


the  fetters  of  political  slavery  o: 
he  colonies.    It  is  a  vestige  of  Bi 
policy  which  the  storms  of  the  Revtuutit 


freemen  of  the  ci 


the 


ofBritiili 

do  away,  and  which  bad  too  dc^  root  in  tbe 
Oovernment  to  he  eradicated  by  reform.  It  was 
an  evil  of  so  much  magnitude  that  it  became 
nnooary  to  provide  for  it  in  the  Constitution; 
bat,  being  an  evil,  the  provisions  of  the  Constitu- 
tion never  meant  to  foster  and  cherish  it  in  the 
Government  It  was  not  intended  to  grow  with 
its  growth,  and  strengthen  with  its  strength;  to 
grow  faster,  and  become  stronger,  than  this  Qov- 
emment,  which  it  would  do  by  iflanting  it  in  tbe 
fertile  regions  beyond  the  Mississippi.  Bit,  it  is 
not  fairer  to  say  that  slavery  has  been  adopted  by 
this  Government,  because  its  existence  is  found  in 
the  Constituticm,  than  it  would  be  to  say  that 
crimes  of  the  deepest  dye  are  sanctioned  by  this 
Government,  because  their  existence  is  reco^is^  ' 
and  admitted  by  the  Constitution.  Sir,  evil  is 
more  frequently  tbe  object  of  legidation  than  good. 
For  good,  and  for  good  men,  constitutions  and 
.governments  are  not  necessary.  They  ara  made 
for  evil,  for  vicious,  and  for  bad  men.  The  ex- 
istoice  of  every  crime  is  admitted  ia  a  constitatkn, 
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but  it  would  be  an  infeKnce,  from  chia,  entirply 
inadmusible,  that  muidet  was  sanctioned  by  the 
CoustitDtioD,  and  ought  not  to  be  punished  by 

Sir,  I  nnderslaad  the  CcmBtitutioo  to  recognise 
the  slave  of  the  Souib  as  the  property  of  his  mas- 
ter. At  such,  he  in  protected  by  the  ConstitatioD, 
and  his  situalioa  is  unalterable  by  law ;  boi,  like 
all  otber  property,  he  is  liable  to  the  restiaiats  of 
law.  Sir,  an  honorable  genClemaa,  endeaTotinB;, 
as  1  understood  him,  to  reconcile  slaveiy  with  ah- 
•tract  principle,  has  said,  that  any  thing  is  right 
and  pn^er  to  be  dotie  wnich  the  safety  of  a  peo- 
ple may  require.  Will  the  honorable  gentleman 
permit  us  to  change  a  tittle  the  direction  of  that 
argument,  aad  to  bring  it  to  bear  more  imme- 
diately on  the  question  f  Suppose  then,  the  safety 
of  this  great  Republic  to  require  the  restriction  of 
■lavery.  If  the  gentleman's  argument  be  a  good 
one,  it  furnishes  at  once,  on  the  ground  of  expe- 
diency, all  that  is  necessary  with  which  to  support 
the  amendment  before  thecommillee.  Sir,from  the 
existence  of  slavery  in  the  Constitution  and  Qov- 
ernmMit,  we  are  not  cbarge&ble  with  crime ;  but, 
when  we  adopt  a  new  Constitution,  or  receive  a 
new  Constitution  recognising  slavery — whan  we 
introduce  an  evil  in  the  Groremment,  then  we  be- 
come ehargeable  with  that  evil.  TheD  it  is  we 
create  the  condition  of  slavery,  which  before  that 
time  had  no  sanction  of  a  permanent  law.  Then 
it  is  that  we  are  at  liberty  to  inquire  into  Srst  prin- 
ciples, and  to  compare  the  situation  of  a  daie 
with  the  natural  rights  of  man. 

Sir,  on  this  question  I  should  be  willing  to  rest 
on  the  wisdom  of  those  who  have  gone  before 
me.  1  shouM  be  williiig  to  say,  that  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Constitution,  from  the  commencement 
of  the  GhiTemment  to  this  period — the  precedents 
furnished,  and  the  system  of  legislation,  from  the 
much  famed  ordinance  of  1787  almost  to  the  present 
day,  are  sufficient  lights  for  me  on  this  occasion. 
I  should  say  that  a  system  of  tegistation  continued 
for  thirty  years — a  system  which  existed  before  the 
Constitution,  and  under  the  Constitution  producing 
the  happiest  political  results,  is  one  which  I  would 
not  readily  believe  to  be  founded  in  usurpation, 
and  tending  to  the  destruction  of  the  Guvernment. 
Such,  sir.  is  the  ordinance  of  17B7  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Northwestern  Territory  J  the  proposi- 
tions offered  by  Congress  to  the  people  of  Ohio,  in 
the  law  authorizing  them  to  form  for  themselves  a 
constitution  and  State  government;  the  provisianc 
of  the  constitDtion  of  that  State  inhibiting  slavery. 
SnchwerethepropasitioosofCoogreesiouie  people 
of  Indiana,  in  1S16,  in  the  law  authorizing  ihem  to 
form  a  constitution  and  State  guvernment.'  Such 
was  the  positive  and  absolute  condition  requiring 
that  the  constitution  of  Indiana,  when  formed, 
ahould  be  republican,  and  not  repugnant  to  the  arti- 
cles of  the  ordinance  of  1787,  one  of  which  prohihi' 
ted  slavery ;  and  such  were  the  provisions  of  the 
constitution  of  that  Stateinhibitingslavery.  Such, 
also,  were  the  propositions  offend  to  Illmois  on  a 
imilar  occasion.  Sir,  for  further  notice  of  some  of 
the  principles  of  this  ordinance,  and  for  additional 
links  in  this  chain  Of  legislation,  I  refer  you  to  the 


acts  of  cession  of  North  Carolina  and  Georgia  to 
the  General  Qovernment— to  the  acts  of  Congren 

Ereparatory  to  the  admission  of  Kentucky  into  the 
[nion— to  the  act  relative  to  the  Territory  of  Or- 
leans, authorizing  the  people  of  that  Territory  to 
form  for  themselves  a  constitution  and  State  gov- 
erment  Permit  me,  sir,  to  turn  the  attention  of 
the  Committee  to  some  of  the  conditions  and  re- 
strictions of  that  act.  The  proviso  to  the  third 
section  is  in  these  words : 

"  Provided,  The  conslitatian  to  b«  faimsd  in  virtn* 
of  the  KUthoiity  herein  given,  shilt  be  rfpublicsD, 
and  coniiiteni  witb  the  Conalitutioa  of  the  United 
Slstei ;  thRl  it  ahBll  cantain  the  fundsmentat  princt- 
p|ei  of  civil  inJ  icligiaui  liberty  ;  thtt  it  tb»\[  secura 
to  (he  citiien  the  trial  by  jury  in  all  criminal  caws, 
and  the  privilege  of  the  writ  o(  habtat  corput,  con- 
foTmsbly  to  the  provialona  of  the  Caqalitution  of  the 
United  Btalei ;  anil  thst,  sfler  the  admitaion  of  tha 
Territory  of  Oileani  oa  n  State  into  the  Union,  th* 
la**  vhich  such  Stale  may  paaa  aball  be  promsigaled, 
and  iti  records  of  every  dMcHplion  ihall  be  pmervad, 
and  its  judicial  and  legitlativs  nrilten  proceedings 
con d acted,  in  the  language  in  which  the  laws  and 
the  judicial  and  legislative  written  proceedinga  of  Um 
Untud  8uie*  are  now  pabtiahed  and  conducled ;  and 
that  the  river  Miiaisaippi,  and  the  navigable  rivers 
and  waters  leading  into  the  same,  or  into  the  Galf  of 
Mexico,  ihall  be  camDiao  highwaya,  and  forever  fraei 
as  well  to  lbs  iobabitanliol  tbeiaul  States  as  to  othal 
citiiens  of  the  Uniteil  Utatai,  nilhaut  any  duty,  im- 
post, or  toll  theiefur,  imposed  by  iba  said  State." 

Of  the  same  character  is  tbe  act  prohibiting  the 
taking  of  slaves  to  the  Territory  of  Orleans.  All 
thie,«ir,  I  cannot  believe  to  have  been  the  ofikpring 
of  inattention  in  thosewho  have  legislated  since  the 
eommencementof  this  Government.  1  believe,sir, 
that  precedents  and  constructions  of  a  constito- 
tion,  are  as  biiMJing  on  Legislatures  as  decisiou 
are  biadiog  on  the  conrts  of  Taw.  And  the  reason 
which  reouiresawritten  ctmstitution, require*  that 
this  should  be  so.  Why,  sir,  is  a  vrritten  conati- 
tution  necessary  1  It  is  necessary  that  the  linea 
and  boundaries  be  clearly  delineated  and  certainly 
known.  It  is  necessary,  that  iJie  powers  of  the 
GovtmmenI  be  defined  and  rendered  certain  ;  ani, 
where  doubts,  aivbigui  ties,  and  uncertainties  exist, 
precedents  and  conitiructiDnB  define  and  make  cec- 
tain.  And,  sir,  precedent*  have  additional  force 
and  efficacy  when  formed  under  circumstances  cal- 
culated to  impress  a  character  of  intelligence  and 
stability  upon  them — when  formed  in  the  calm  of 
tranquillity  and  reason,  remote  from  party  ex- 
citement and  poliitcal  strife.  Such,  sir,  are  the 
precedents  to  which  1  have  alluded. 

But,  sir,  we  are  told  that  this  restriction  cannot 
be  carried  into  effect;  that  Missouri  is  required  to 
enact  it,  and  that  which  she  may  enact  she  may 
amend  or  repeal  at  pleasure.  Sir,  there  is  some- 
thing in  this  doctrine  which  I  do  not  understand. 
There  are  some  things  in  a  constitution  which  you 
cannot  change  by  amendment.  A  repeal  of  some 
provisions  is  not  amenilment,  but  destruction  of  a 
constitution.  Look,  sir,  at  the  fifth  article  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  There  certain 
clauses  ate  declared  not  <o  be  amendable  till  alln 
the  year  1808,  and  another  provision  declared  un- 
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slterablF.  It  is  tbu:  "No  Bute  shall,  without 
ill  coDsent,  be  dcfMrived  of  ita  equal  sufinige  in  the , 
Senate."  Would  f  ou  call  that  ameadmcat  which  i 
would  destiov  the  republican  futures  of  this  Got- 
emment,  and  introduce  a  king  and  nobility?  Or 
would  you  call  that  amendment  which  would  de- 
stroy the  first  principles  of  a  Stale  constitution — 
the  compacts  and  agreements  with  this  OoTem- 
meot,  on  which  its  existence  d^iendcd?  Or  sap- 
pose,  sir,  a  new  Slate  should  dentroy  her  constitu- 
tion altogether — should  r^)eal  it-~break  off  all 
connexion  with  the  Union,  and  set  up  for  herself, 
would  she  still  be  entitled  to  ber  share  of  the  ben- 
efits of  the  original  compact,  while  she  would 
deprive  the  General  Govemment  of  all  the  adrao- 
lagea  which  she  might  deriTC  from  a  political 
union  with  such  State7  This  Government  ought 
to  be  cautious  how  it  propagates  such  doctrme 
Where,  then,  would  be  the  stipulations  in  your 
tarca  on  the  subject  of  the  public  lands — the'  com- 
pacts of  the  new  States  not  to  tax  them,  and  not 
to  inteifere  with  the  primary  disposal  of  the  soil  7 

But,  sir,  the  sorereignty  of  the  old  States,  and 
the  equal  fooling  of  the  new,  are  terms  much  used 
by  gentlemen  in  this  debate.  Sovereignty,  in  its 
application  to  a  State  government,  whether  old  or 
new,  is  a  qaalified  term.  ,  Absolute  sovereignty  ia 
Dot  an  attribute  of  the  General  Governmenlj  or 
that  of  the  States.  The  great  fabric  of  our  con- 
atitutions  consists  of  an  union  and  a  diviaioD  of 
power  and  sovereignty.  Some  of  the  fractbnal 
parts  of  these  adhere  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  while  others  adhere  to  the  consti- 
tutions of  the  Slates,  The  old  States  were  shorn 
of  their  locks  of  sovereignty  by  this  Constitution. 
Vdieie,  ui,  is  the  power  of  declariug  war  and  mak- 
ing peace;  of  raising  and  supporting  armies  1  The 
ola  States  once  possessed  absolute  sovereignty,  but 
that  attribute  is  no  louder  ascribable  to  them.  It 
is  true,  however,  thev  are  sovereign  for  all  the  pur- 
poses of  iquaicipal  t^islalion  and  domestic  cou- 
eem.  The  new  Slates,  sir,  are  not  on  an  equal 
footing  with  theortginal  States.  This  phrasaology 
is  qualified  in  relation  to  them.  Would  to  God 
they  were.  They  would  then  have  resources  and 
wealth,  almost  inexhaustible,  in  the  public  lands. 
This  doctrine,  sir,  would  be  extremely  pleasant  to 
the  new  States.  How  much  ihey  would  or  would 
not  yield  for  its  application  to  them  1  cannot  say ; 
but  it  is  reasonaole  to  suppose  they,  would  yidd 
every  thing  but  ptinciide  for  the  soil  of  their 
eountry. 

Sir,  while  the  forests  of  the  old  States  are  their 
own,  to  dispose  of  at  pleasure,  those  of  the  new 
States  belong  to  this  Government.  The  G^eneral 
Government  can  dispose  of  them  or  retain  them  as 
they  please;  can  discourageemigtation  to  the  new 
Stat^  prevent  their  population,  and  deprive  them 
of  taxing  the  lands  within  their  jurisdiction.  The 
new  States  are  creatures  of  this  Constitution, 
which  is  itself  the  creature  of  the  original  States. 
They  share  equally,  it  is  true,  in  the  high  [Heroga- 
tives  of  legislation.  They  are  equally  represented 
with  the  old  States  in  both  branches  of  the  Na- 
tional L^slatore,  and  they  have  equal  control  of 
Aa  BWOTiTaad  the  parse  ef  the  nation  j  but  they 


are  deprived  of  the  principal  sources  of  revenue) 
and  their  history,  since  the  formation  of  this  Con- 
stitution, has  b^  one  of  conditions,  propositions, 
and  restrictions.  To  some  of  these,  however,  the 
const itutiooalily  of  which,  until  the  present  dis- 
cussion, i  have  never  heard  doubled,  we,  north- 
west of  the  Ohio  river,  are  indebted  for  our  happiest 
institutions — our  freedom  from  slavery.  We  are 
conleol  with  our  situation.  We  are  rich  in  the 
satubrity  of  our  climate,  the  fertility  of  our  soil, 
and  the  navigation  of  our  riveia.  Industry  ana 
a^iouliure  smile  upon  our  deserts,  and  cimimerce 
is  invited  to  the  WesL  These  things,  sir,  induce 
me  to  believe  thai  it  is  expedient  also  to  prohitut 
the  further  introduction  of  slavery  in  Missouci. 
On  which,  sir,  permit  me  to  say  a  few  words,  and 
I  have  done. 

Sir,  it  has  been  said  that  this  proposition  is  one 
of  a  most  unfortunate  character;  that  we  have  just 
terminated  a  war  with  one  of  the  most  powerful 
nations  of  the  earth;  a  war  in  which  the  tnXimpbs 
of  our  fleets  and  armies  have  given  additional  lus- 
tre to  the  Revolutionary  trophies  of  the  country ; 
that  party  strifes  and  animosities  were  reclining 
on  the  lap  of  prosperity  and  peace;  and  that  this 
is  a  most  unpropitious  time  to  agitate  this  ques- 

Sir,  these  considerations,  to  my  mind,  make  this 
a  most  fortunate  time  for  this  discussion.  I  re- 
joice that  this-  discussion  has  found  tranquillity 
and  calm  on  the  political  ocean ;  that  it  has  found 
the  nation  reposing  in  harmony,  at  the  close  of  a 
war,  and  the  Administration  riveted  in  the  affec- 
tions of  the  American  people.  These  considera- 
tions relieve  my  mind  from  all  apprehensions  of 
dutmion — a  sound  so  often  reiterated  in  this  hall. 
Sir,  1  regret  to  hear  gentlemen  talk  about  civil 


North,  and  the  determined  resistance  of  the  South. 


We  are  told  that  there  is  but  oi 


'-^fZ 


nMia- 


and  all  the  South  on  this  subject  Sir,  per- 
mit me  tosay  that  this  is  somewhat  different  from 
my  information  about  Missouri  and  the  people  of 
the  South.  There  are  large  numbraa  of^the  citi- 
zens of  the  South  who  do  not.  who  cannot,  and 
who  will  not,  hold  slaves.    These  hare  the  feel- 


Many  of  these  have  come  to  the 
States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  on  that  ac- 
cotmt ;  and  manywho  do  hold  slaves  would  come, 
if  they  could  dispose  of  thnu. 

Sir,  I  hare  said  that  this  restriction  is  expe- 
dient. The  peopling  of  Missouri  from  the  slave- 
holding  States,  while  it  would  make  no  perceiT- 
oiAe  and  very  little  real  difference  in  the  oumben 
of  their  slaves,  it  would  fix  the  complexion  and 
the  aspect  of  Missouri,  perhaps,  forever.  The 
statements  and  opinions  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Peimsylvania,  on  this  pert  of  the  nib- 
ject,  I  think  entitled  (o  much  weight;  but,  going 
on  the  principle  that  evil  generally  gains  upon 
good^  I  think  it  expedient  lo  restrict.  Slavery, 
sir,  IE  an  evil,  which  carries  in  its  train  many 
auxiliaries.  It  is  an  epidemic  in  the  body  politic. 
Slavery  is  admitted  to  be  morally  wrong;  it  ctu>- 
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not,  then,  be  ptdilinUy  ri^l.  >  It  taakea  indoBtrf 
diwtacefiil,  fanuliarizea  with  injustice,  whioli  u 
eauly  traBsfemd  from  a  bUck  mui  to  a  white 
num.  This  i»  iti  natuTBl  tendency,  end  it  will 
hfliTe  thb  (Sect  in  Minouri.    Erery  Stttte  miut  be 


smiorted  by  indiutrjr,  and  that  is  a  bad  policy 
Toieli  sinks  indtntty  into  ditgnoe. 
But  genilemen  tell  lu  that  daves  in  the  South- 


em  States  hare  bceome  too  nHmeroua ;  that  they 
nt  bu^mome  10  their  owaen,  and  dangoroiw  to 
■ociuy.  And  wliat  has  prodnoed  this  remit?  U 
it  that  the  ineteaoe  of  lh»  daTe  population  in  the 
SoMk  has  so  much  gained  on  the  free  populatton  7 
Tes,  air,  thia  is  the  fact  The  statistical  anBids  of 
the  oonatry  prore  it  to  be  so.  Take,  ^en,  this 
ftet,  and  no  matter  how  exteasire  the  region  oret 
which  you  scatter  your  slaves,  the  day  wilt  come 
whoi  all  that  region  will  be  in  the  same  situation 
in  which  the  Soutfaem  States  now  are.  They 
will  be  burdensome  to  their  masCen,  and  dangu^ 
oat  to  society.  What  political  safety  or  good, 
tiien,  would  resolt,  either  to  the  slaves  or  their 
owners,  by  such  distributiaa  1  You  would,  in- 
deed, pot  off  the  eril  day^  hot  you  wosld  p^  a 
heavy  inlcrest  in  the  extension  of  the  evil.  Hu- 
mantty  towards  the  slaves  would  not  be  promoted 
by  their  dispersion,  and  the  ^eat  work  of  emanci- 
pacion  and  colonizatioii,  whKfa  has  to  commence 
aome  day,  will  be  easier  to  commence  now  than 
luUf  a  century  to  come.  But,  vrearetold,tbat  ihe 
citisea  of  the  South  will  go  to  Missouri,  and  tbat 
it  would  be  cruel  to  prevent  him  from  taking  his 
domestics^  hia  meokl  servants,  who  are  attached 
to  his  boiiiy  and  children,  along  with  him.  But 
these  domestics  are  also  fathers,  mothers,  and 
dUUteiL  They  belong  to  different  though  conti- 
gnous  estates.  They  ^ve  all  the  nainralties  and 
a&ctioDs ;  but  ihev  are  torn  asunder  forever.  A 
fUier  is  taken  to  Missouri ;  a  iqother  and  infants 
are  left  on-  the  PotMoac.  Where,  then,  is  the  hn- 
manilv  of  this  measurel  But  I  have  already  oc- 
CDiiied  too  much  of  Ibe  time  of  the  CcHnmittee.  I 
wiU  no  longer  prosecute  the  subject. 

Mr.CuTHSEBT,  of  tSeorgia,  fcAlowed,  and  occu- 
pied the  floor  also  about  an  hour  against  the  re- 
atnecion,  wheit  the  Committee  roee,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  JoBMBOH,  of  Virginia,  and  the  House  ad- 


Wbdne8d*y,  February  16. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  frum  New  Jersey, 


tials,n 
The 


Ttte  Sfbaekk  bid  before  the  House  a  letter  ftom 


the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  a 
list  rendmd  to  hin  by  the  Register  of  the  Trea- 
niry.  of  b^ances  standing  on  «  '    '  ■<   •  -< 

Books  of  Receipts  and  Bipendi 


n  what  are  called  the 
.. .^  ,.  .nditnres  in  the  Trea- 
sury, of  balancea  which  have  remained  nnsetded, 
or  appea  (o  have  been  due,  three  years  prior  to 
the  30th  of  September,  1819;  whieh  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  taue. 

The  Spbakbb  also  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
fkam  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasory,  transmittuig 
«  Matement  of  the  recupts  and  expenditures  of  the 


United  Sutes,  from  the  4th  of  March,  1780,  to  di«' 
30th  of  Juiw,  1819,  with  several  explanatory  (tate- 
menis,  Ac.,  rendered  in  obedience  to  the  resoloticm 
of  this  House  of  the  6th  uhimo ;  which  was  also 
ordered  to  lie  on  table. 

Mr.  Shttb,  of  Muyland,  from  the  Ooiiimitte« 
if  Ways  and  Means,  Tq>ofted  a  bill  to  amend  "An 


actu 


naval  service  of  ilw  United  Siatee  in  the  Rerdo- 
titmary  warj"  which  was  read  twice,  and  OMnmit- 
led  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which  it- 
committed  the  Ull  to  authorize  certain  insane  per- 
sons to  be  placed  on  the  pension  list,  and  the  guar^ 


Mr.  Shits,  from  the  same  cwnmittee,  siso  re- 
ported a  hilt  to  amend  an  act  making  reservation 
of  certain  puUie  lands  for  naval  purposes,  passed 
1st  of  March,  1817;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
commined  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-mor< 
row. 

Mr.  Cobb,  from  the  Committee  on  the  PuUie 
Buildings,  made  a  detailed  report  on  the  subject  of 
the  expenditures  on  tbe  said  building,  accompanied 
by  a  bill  making  further  appropriations  for  con- 
tinuing the  work  upon  the  centre  building  of  the 
Capitol  and  other  public  buildings;  which  biB 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to-monow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  QRoes,  of  New  York,  (he 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire  bto  the  cipediraey  of  so  altering  the  fdaees 
of  holding  the  dMtrict  court  for  the  norlhem  dis- 
trict of  Uie  State  of  New  York,  that  one  term 
thereof  may  be  holdoi  at  (be  village  of  Sandy  Hill, 
in  the  county  of  Washingttm. 

A  message  frwn  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills^  which  originated 
in  this  House,  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit :  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  William  McDonald,  adminis- 
trator  of  James  MeUonald,  deceased,  late  eaptain 
in  the  Army  of  the  United  Slates ;"  and  "  An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Biher  Shenley,  administrator  of 
Thomas  Buckminster,  late  lieutenant  in  the  38d 
regiment  of  United  States'  infantry,"  with  an 
amendment  to  each ;  in  which  they  ask  the  con- 
■"   "  of  this  Honse. 


THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  then  resamed,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  the  oonsideratioo  of  the  pcoposed 
auHndmenl  to  this  bill. 

Mr.  JoBNBON,  of  Virginia,  addressed  the  Chair 
as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman:  Without  occupy  ins  your  a  Elec- 
tion by  any  unnecessary  apologies,  I  Mtall  at  once 
proceed  to  the  examination  of  the  pfincii^es  iik- 
volved  in  the  question  which  now  occupies  the 
att^iion  of  this  Committee,  and  which,  it  is  eaid^ 
moves  the  great  ocean  of  popular  feeling  even  to 
the  bed  on  which  for  some  time  it  has,  with  so 
much  tranquillity,  reposed.  In  proportion  to  the 
magnitude  of  the  efTect  is  the  solicitude  of  the  hu- 
man mind  to  trace  to  its  source  the  cause  by  which 
it  has  been  produced.  What  then,  sir,  has  pro- 
duced this  d^ree  of  excitement  which  gentlemea 
assure  ui  exists  in  the  nation?    b  it  the  mom' 
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qaactioa  whether  the  landB  of  Uinouri  «h«U  ba 
onltivBted  by  ireanen  or  by  stares?  No,  sit — no, 
MI — oo.  It  is  a  qaeation  about  power;  power — 
that  idol  which  haa  a  charm,  an  irresiatibte  fasci- 
nation, for  the  human  heal  I.  It  is  a  qoestion  cal- 
cnhkted  to  test  the  powen  of  the  Fedetal  Govern- 
ment; lo  deiermiiie  how  much  soTereignty  or 
pawtt  ia  leA  U>  the  Slates  and  lo  the  people. 

Gentlemen  lell  ni  that  th«e  is  sreat  ezeitement 
in  the  country,  and  desiie  us  to  oe  quiet  and  pa- 
tient, lot  we  should  add  to  the  excitement  ^d 
pray,  w,  br  whom  has  this  excitement  be«n  {no- 
dnced  7  From  what  quarter  did  the  [mipoMtion 
come  t  Where  have  town  and  county  meetings 
been  gotten  up.  to  manufactuie  resolutioaa  of 
thanks  to  indindualmembersof  Congress,  to  stim- 
ulate them  to  go  oo  with  this  choice  work  of  ez- 
citanentl  Not  in  the  slaTeholding  States — not 
in  Virginia;  but  in  the  States  north  and  east  of 
tbe  Potomac — in  New  York  and  in  New  Eng- 
landi  r-^yo  gentlemen  bellere  that  thev  will  bepu^ 
mitted  to  produce  a  state  of  gaieral  eicitenmit 
and  agitation  in  tbe  country,  and  then  to  avail 
tlMfluelvea  of  the  stale  of  pubLc  feeling,  in  order 
to  silence  opposition  ?  G<ntl«men  will  excuse  ns 
if  we  cannot  imitate  the  meekness  of  the  lamth 
which  crops  the  flowery  food,  and  licks  the  hand 
just  raised  to  shed  hia  blood. 

Before  I  proceed  to  discuss  the  Constitutional 
prindples  involved  in  this  qoestiDn,  I  beg  leave  to 
pay  my  reaiects  to  the  few  gentlemen  whom  i 
have  had  the  opportunity  to  heat  on  this  subject. 

An  htworable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Cdsbman,)  whom  I  mean  to  treat  with  be- 
coming respect,  commenced  by  telling  us  that  no 
geatleroan  who  understood  his  sTammBT,  who  had 
become  a  statesman,  could  possibly  doubt  thepowar 
of  Congress  to  impose  tfaeproposed  restrictions  on 
the  people  of  Missouri.  Have  we  not,  said  he  tri- 
umphandy,  by  the  Constitution,  the  power  exr 
[ffessly  given  "  to  provide  for  the  common  defence 
aitd  eenerat'  welfare  of  the  United  States?"  Be- 
fore 1  proceed,  permit  me  to  say  that  no  man  who 
ever  entitled  himself  to  the  character  of  a  statea- 
msn,  ever  did  attempt  to  derive  from  that  put  of 
the  clause,  from  those  words  in  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  a.ay  powers  lo  Congress.  Alex- 
ander Hamilton,  the  fatner  of  implied  and  result' 
ing powers;  the  champion  of  federal  rights;  be 
who  submitted  io  the  Federal  Convention  "  his 
idea*  of  a  suitable  plan  of  goverament  for  the 
United  States;"  which  plan  was  nearly  a  mn- 
script  ftom  the  British  Oorenunent,  ehanging  the 
title  of  King  into  Governor,  the  House  of  Lords 
into  a  Senate,  and  limiting  the  tenure  of  cAce  to 
the  life  of  the  individual,  instead  of  making  it  he- 
reditary, together  with  some  other  slight  changes. 
to  render  it  a  little  more  palatable;  never  attempted 
to  derive  to  Confess  any  aathorily  from  these 
words,  from  this  pait  of  the  clause. 

I  understand  the  worthy  gentleman  is  not  only 
a  follower,  but  a  teacher,  of  the  mild  precepts  of 
the  meek  and  lowly  Jesus — peace  on  earth,  and 
good  will  to  all  mankind.  Yet  the  gentleman 
talked  of  Mood  and  slanghter  with  great  timff 
flM,    Uespc^e  of  a  State  (withont  naming  it) 


which  was  disposed  to  command,  to  dictate  uy 
Congress.  That  State,  he  said^  muat  have  its. 
crest  lowered.  When  the  gentleman  was  mann- 
facinring  the  speech  which  he  was  so  kind  as  to- 
read  to  us  the  day  before  yesterday,  he  must  havs 
drawn  the  picture  which  he  gave  us  of  a  State  m 
opposition  to  the  GeneraJ  Government,  not  from, 
fancy,  but  from  memory — not  from  ideal,  but  real 
life.  He  mnst  have  been  haunted  by  the  image  of 
the  late  Governor  Strong,  of  Massachusetts;  by 
the  miserable  fiution  which  met  in  conclave  al 
Hartford ;  that  celebrated  convention  which  deemed. 
it  prudent  to  exclude  the  light  of  Heaven  from  its 
deliberations.  If  we  are  to  credit  the  newspaper 
publications,  (some  pieces  recently  published  ub* 
der  the  signature  of  Massachusetts,^  the  objects  of 
this  convention  were  not  very  distnterestral,  hon- 
orable,  or  patriotie.  I  will  not  repeat  fiom  news- 
papers, for  I  mean  to  say  nothing  in  this  debate 
tor  which  I  do  not  hold  invself  personally  respon- 
sible. Btft,  sir,  what  was  tne  situadon  of  the  conn- 
try  when  this  convention  of  memorable  existence 
met  1  Was  it,  as  the  member  from  Massachusetts 
described,  all  peacewithout,  and  sunshine?  Was 
there  no  other  evidence  of  a  storm  than  that  which 
is  given  in  a  close  room,  by  the  whispering  of  the> 
wind  chrourii  some  cranny  or  key  hole — merely 
the  .^Bolian  fiarp  ?  Or  did  the  enemy  really  bang 
on  sour  maritime  frontier,  like  the  sable  clmd  of 
nigot,  thrAitening  lo  sweep  with  the  besom  of  d»- 
struction  your  whole  coast  ?  Yes,  sir,  this  waa 
the  situation  of  the  country  when  the  convention 
□f  famed  memory  met  in^  conclave  at  Hartford ; 
when  the  ministerB  of  the  Gospel  in  New  Eng- 
land were  denouncing  from  their  pulpits  the  Fed- 
eral Admiaistracton,  and  teaching  their  flocks  that 
it  was  contrary  to  rriigion  and  humanity  to  rejoice 
at  the  victories  obtained  by  the  arms  of  the  United 
States  over  the  enemies  of  the  country.  If,  how- 
ever, the  gnatleman  be  rigbt  in  his  principles  of 
construction,  taking  the  etaase  whhui  givas  mn- 
etal  legi^tion  to  Congress — making,  as  he  iota, 
the  sovereignty  reside  in  the  Qovemment — to  nee 
the  words  of  a  very  great  man,  who  now  sleeps  in 
the  dust,  this  sweeping  cknse,  this  Constitution, 
has  a  strong  aquinttDg ;  itsquiuts  not  onlyat  mon- 
archy, but  at  despotism — deapotism  as  absolute  as 
ever  wielded  the  sceptre  over  a  set  of  crouching 
^ves.  Sir,  I  had  always  believed  that  the  sov- 
eteigu  power  in  this  country  resided  in  the  people. 
The  very  idea  of  responsibility  on  ihe  part  of  the 
teiHtaentative,  proves  that  the  sovereign  power  is 
io  the  peorie.  The  gentleman  desires  to  explain, 
to  which  I  certainly  can  have  no  possible  objec- 
tion. [Mr.  CcBniiAN  said  he  had  admitted  the 
sovereign  power  to  be  in  the  people.}  And  V^^J* 
sir,  what  does  the  gentleman's  explanation  prove  ?. 
That,  although  the  people  have  retained  in  their 
own  nands  ihJe  sovereign  power,  and  attempted  to 
estaUidt  a  Government  of  very  limited,  specified, 
and  delegated  powers,  yet,  by  the  use  of  the  terma 
common  defence  and  general  welfare — terms  used 
to  point  ont  the  objects  for  which  the  specified  and 
enumerated  powers  had  been  delegated — their 
whole  object  had  been  defeated ;  that,  by  the  UM 
of  tbne  terms,  they  had  created  a  GoYemment  of 
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the  most  indefinite  and  unlimited  powers.  I  slutll, 
in  a  Bubseqaent  pajl  of  ihe  debate,  talte  some  fur- 
ther notice  of  these  rules  of  construe tioo. 

I  will  DOW  pass  on  to  a  gentleman  from  New 
York,  (Mr.  TAVi-oii.)  I  shall  not  notice  all  his 
remarks,  nor  pursue  them  precisely  ia  the  order  iti 
which  tkey  were  made.  He  said  that  he  bad  do 
spiritof  hostility  to  the  people  of  the  South — to  the 
people  of  the  siareholding  States.  He  said  that 
we  had  at  length  fallen  upon  evil  days.  If  the 
nolicv  advDcaC^  by  (he  eentleman  be  persisted 
f.     .'  _  .'j.-ii  1 11     t.  ; 1 1 


blight  the  hopes  of  the  most  devoted  friends  of 
liberty  and  aelt^oTernment,  and  clothe  this  nation 
in  mourning.  "  This  new  doctrine — invasion  of 
State  rights."  Does  the  gentleman  really  believe 
dte  doctrine  to  be  new,  that  every  act  of  the  Gene- 
ral Oovernment,  not  autborized  by  (he  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  Staleii,  is  an  mvasioa  of  the 
rights  of  the  States  7  Or  does  he  mean  to  convey 
the  idea  that  this  effort  to  preserve  the  States  from 
encroachments  on  the  part  of  the  General  Gorerni- 
ment  is  unprecedented  ?  We  have  had  five  Presi- 
dents— one  only  of  that  number  taken  from  the 
country  north  of  the  Potomac.  That  one.  although 
Aom  New  England — that  land  peculiarly  blessed 
by  liberty  and  equality — deemed  it  necessary^  to 
surround  his  admmistration  by  the  guards  furnish- 
ed bv  a  sedition  and  an  alien  act :  the  one  calcU' 
latea  to  stifle  inquiry :  the  other  to  enable  him  to 
Iwniah  as  aliens  all  wno  might  be  hostile  or  inimi- 
cal to  the  course  of  policy  pursued  by  him  in  the 
administration  of  the  GovernmenL  Were  not 
these  acts  of  usurpation  opposed  by  all  the  States 
south  and  west  of  the  Potomac  1  Did  they  n 
kindle  an  uneztinguisbable  flame  of  opposition 
all  the  elavehoiding  Statcel  Were  they  not  su 
eetafullv  opposed  oy  the  intelligence  and  go 
sense  o/ the  people,onthefollowiiM;grouDds:  that 
the  sedilion  act  was  a  violation  ofan  express  pro- 
Tuion  of  the  CoDstltutian  of  the  United  States; 
the  alien  act  a  violation  of  the  spirit  and  meaning 
of  the  iostrument,  by  uniting  in  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate powers  which  the  Constitution  had  conBded 
to  separate  departments  of  the  Government  7  Ha: 
the  gentleman  forgotten  the  opposition  made  t( 
the  act  incorporating  the  old  Bank  of  tbe  United 
States ;  particularly  to  tbe  act  which  contemplated 
a  renewal  of  the  charter ;  the  excitement  produced 
tnr  that  question  i  the  great  division  of  public  sen- 
timent which  existed  on  the  subject;  the  division 
in  the  Senateof  the  United  Stales  on  thequestion; 
the  rejection  of  the  unconstitutional  measure,  to 
the  immortal  honor  of  a  former  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States,  (tbe  late  George  Clinton,)  by 
givingthe  casting  vote;  the  general  and  successful 
'  opposition  to  the  stamp  acti  The  gentleman  can- 
not be  serious  when  he  speaks  of  this  doctrine  about 
State  rights  as  a  new  doctrine.  This  change,  as 
lie  is  pleased  to  term  it,  in  public  sentiment,  he 
endeavored  to  account  for,  and  in  a  manner  the 
most  courteous.  He  even  attempted  to  excuse 
foibles,  by  stating  that  our  opinions  are  frequently 
.  inflnenced  without  our  being  sensible  of  it — sup- 
posed the  change  to  result  from  tbe  enhanced  value 


of  slaves.  A*  fat  as  I  know,  (and  J  do  not  profess 
to  have  much  information  on  tbe  subject,)  there 
are  but  two  l^itimate  modes  of  reasoning — one 
from  fact,  the  other  from  analogy.  As  the  gentle- 
man does  not  presume  to  rely  on  facts,  he  must 
have  arrived  at  his  conclusion  by  reasoning  from 
analogy. 

AnothergentlemBnfromNewYork(Mr.Wooo) 
contended  that  the  President  and  Senate  had  no 
right  to  negotiate  tbe  treaty  by  which  Louisiana 
was  ceded  to  tbe  United  States ;  no  right  to  stipu- 
late for  the  admission  of  a  people  residing  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  United  States  into  the  Union  on 
a  footing  of  equality  with  tbe  original  States.  I 
understand  that  this  treaty  was  submitted  lo  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States;  that  it  reeeiTed' 
the  sanction  of  (he  House  of  Representatives,  as 
well  as  the  President  and  Senate;  that  the  Con- 
stitutional powers  of  the  Government  to  negotiate 
such  a  treaty  were  then  brought  into  discussion, 
and  the  right  denied  by  Messrs.  Griswold,  Picker- 
ing, and  Dana,  who  warmly  opposed  the  treaty. 
But,  sir,  it  is  enough  to  say  to  thegenlleman,  that 
he  has  made  tbe  discovery  too  late;  that  bis  protest 
for  defect  of  title  should  have  been  earlier  made. 
What  is  (he  situation  of  the  people  of  Missouri  1 
What  has  been  the  conduct  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States?  This  country  has  been  held' 
for  nearly  seventeen  yearn.  The  people  of  the 
United  States  have  been  induced  to  migrate  there 
in  great  numbers.  The  supreme  law  of  tbe  land 
guarantied  to  them  protection  in  the  full  and  free 
enjoyment  of  their  property.  Land  offices  were 
established  there,  the  public-  lands  have  been  sold 
to  them,  and  on  terms  very  advantageous  to  the 
Oovernment  and  people  of  the  United  Slates. 
Shall  tbe  Government,  after  derivinc  all  the  ad- 
vantages which  could  result  irom  this  course  of 
policy,  say  to  the  people  that  we  purchased  a  de- 
fective tiUe  to  this  country  ;  that  we  will  take 
advantage  of  the  defect  in  our  own  title,  in  order 
to  impose  hard  and  onerous  conditions  on  you,  as 
the  price  of  your  admission  into  the  Union?  Sir, 
shall  the  Government  be  permitted  to  do,  with 
impunity,  that  which  would  crimson  with  blushes 
the  cheeks  of  an  individual  ? 

The  gentleman  has  made  another  discovery, 
which  will  certainly  give  him  great  illustration  in 
the  country ;  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  guaranties  to  every  Stale  in  the  Union  a 
republican  form  of  government,  and  that  slavery 
is  incompatible  with  a  republican  form  of  govern- 
ment. Again,  the  gentleman  is  rather  unfortunate 
in  point  of  time ;  he  has  made  his  discovery  too 
late;  experience  and  fact  are  both  against  him. 
It  is  something  like  a  discovery,  at  this  day,  that- 
Homer  and  Virgil  were  destitute  of  taste  and  tal- 
ents for  poetry.  The  question  has  long  since  been 
settled  by  the  unerring  standard  of  taste — the  con- 
curring testimony  of  ages.  Tbe  same  gentleman 
stated  that  the  United  States  tendered  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Missouri  a  constitution  witb  this  restriction. 
Have  they  the  right  to  impose  it  ?  This,  sir,  u  a 
clear  illustration  of  Ihe  principles  of  those  who 
contend  for  the  doctrine  of  restrictions — of  those 
who  talk  aboDl  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
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ftnd  the  tight  of  the  people  to  sHffOTeTDmeiit. 
Ceogress  lender  to  the  people  of  Mtssoiui  a  eoc- 
■titution !  Thu  is  a  naked  preKnlatioa  of  the  doe- 
trine.  For,  in  effect,  the  same  reaelt  is  produced, 
whether  the  instrument  be  tendered  ready  written, 
or  the  fundftmental  principtps  dictated,  which  it 
is  to  contain. 

I  will  proceed  to  exunine  whether  CoDgress 
posaev  the  ConstitutioQal  power  to  impose  on  the 
people  of  Missouri,  as  the  condition  of  their  admis~ 
■ion  into  the  Union,  the  perpetual  prohibition  of 
darery,  or  involuntary  servitude.  In  order  the 
more  dearly  to  understand  the  Constitutional  pow- 
ers of  Congress,  in  relation  to  this  question,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  establish  some  principles  or  rules 
of  construction,  to  ^ide  us  in  our  future  ioresti- 
gation.  The  sorereign  authority,  in  this  country, 
resides  in  the  people.  The  Government  of  the 
United  States  is  a  Government  of  limited  and  de- 
fined powers.  The  attributes  of  sovereignty  dele- 
gated to  Congress  are  of  high  and  most  important 
character ;  they  are,  however,  clearly  defined,  and 
carefully  enamerat»l.  By  the  8tb  section  of  the 
1st  article,  most,  if  not  all  the  powers  delegated  to 
Congress,  are  carefully  enumerated.  In  the  first 
clause  of  thai  section,  the  objects  which  induced 
the  people  of  the  United  State!  to  intrust  Congress 
with  the  exercise  of  such  important  and  truly  in- 
teresting powers  are  pointed  out,  to  wit:  "the 
common  defence  and  general  welfare  of  the  Uni- 
ted States."  These  are  the  objects  which  those 
extensive  delegitions  of  power  were  intended  to 
effectuate.  They  are  pointed  out  as  the  grand 
objects  which  Congress  should  ever  keep  steadily 
in  view.  They  were  designed  as  beacons  to  guide 
the  Representatives  of  the  people  in  the  exercise 
of  the  high  powers  inirasted  to  their  integrity  and 
honor^and  never  designed  to  furnish  to  the  Kepre- 
lentatives  of  this  defined  and  limited  Oovemment 
all  power  which  they  might  desire,  or  be  dis|KMcd 
to  exeroise.  Congress  can  rightfully  erercise  no 
power,  unless  it  be  expressly  given  by  the  Constt- 
tntioo,  or  unless  it  be  both  necessary  and  proper  to 
cany  into  effect  some  power ex]  ■  -  -  -^ 
4th  article  of  the  Constitution  i 
section  3d,  it  is  provided  that 
admitted  by  the  Congress  into  the  Union, 
contended  inat  the  power  under  this  clause  to  ad- 
mit new  States,  Is  in  its  nature  general ;  that  Con- 
gress has  discretionary  aothority  as  to  the  admis- 
sion of  new  States  into  the  Union,  and  may  impose 
whatever  conditions  it  pleases,  as  terms  of  that 
consent.  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  referring  to 
some  pamphlets  and  speeches,  which  have  been 
laid  on  our  tables  with  the  view  toguide  us  in  the 
dtseharge  of  the  important  duties  of  l^islation. 
I  hope  the  radiance  of  intellect  which  beams  on 
thepagesofthesepamphlets  and  speeches,  although 
it  has  afforded  me  very  little  aid  in  the  investiga- 
tion of  this  important  subject,  will  light  the  au- 
thors to  happiness.  The  Boston  Memorial,  the 
very  title  of  which  is  calculated  to  mislead  and 
deceive :  it  is  allied  to  be  **  on  the  subject  of  re- 
straining Iheincreaseof  slavery  in  the  new  States." 
In  the  fifth  page  of  this  memorial,  it  is  stated  that 
"the  Territories,  aa  mch,  can  have  oo  rights  but 


le power ex|Nressly given.  Bythe 
3nstitutioD  of  the  United  States, 


what  are  conferred  by  Congress."  I  know  the 
gentleman  first  named  on  the  committee  which 
prepared  this  memorial;  I  served  with  him  in 
Congress  during  the  most  gloomy  period  of  the 
late  war.  He  a  certainly  a  man  of  talents.  Can 
it  for  a  moment  be  pretended  by  any  man.  that  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  wherever  they  may 
reside,  have  no  rights  except  such  as  are  conferred 
by  CongrcM.  The  servants  of  the  peo^e— the 
mere  creatures  of  the  public  will — to  be  the  source 
from  which  the  people  derive  theirrights  !  Thar 
rights  to  life,  liberty,  and  the  means  of  pursuing 
their  happiness.  The  doctrine  is  loo  absurd  to 
require  serious  refutation.  In  the  same  memorial, 
pa^  6  and  7,  it  is  further  alleged — "  and  if  con* 
'  ditions  may  be  annexed,  it  depends  solely  upon 
'  the  wisdom  of  Congress  what  such  conditions 
'  shall  be.  The^r  may  embrace  every  thing  not 
'  incompatible  with  the  possession  of^  those  fede- 
'  ral  rights  which  an  admission  into  the  Union 
^confers  upon  the  new  States."  The  memorialists, 
in  order  to  present  a  naked  view  of  the  doctrines 
for  which  they  contend,  in  the  15th  page,  go  on  . 
to  show  what  they  understand  by  rigots  derived 
excluaivdy  from  the  State  KOTenunent.  "The 
'  inhabitants  shall  be  admitted  as  soon  as  possiUe, 
'  according  to  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Con- 
'  stitntion,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights, 
'advantages,  and  immunities,  of  citizens  itf^the 
'  United  States."  The.  richts,  advantages,  and 
immunities,  here  spoken  of,  must,  from  Uie  very 
force  of  the  terms  of  the  clause,  be  such  as  are 
recognised  or  communicated  by  the  Constitution  ' 
of  the  United  States.    The  clause  cannot  be  refet- 


rightSj  advantagcB,  and  ii 
exclusively  from  the  State  goveinmenta,  for  theae 
do  not  depend  upon  the  Federal  Constitution.  Be- 
sides, it  would  be  impossiUe  that  all  the  rights, 
advantages,  and  immunities,  of  citizens  of  the  dif- 
ferent States,  could  beat  the  same  time  enjoyed 
by  the  same  persons.  These  rights  an  diaaoit 
in  different  States ;  a  right  exists  in  one  State 
which  is  denied  in  others,  oris  repugnant  to  other 
rights  enjoyed  in  others.  In  some  States,  a  free- 
huder  alone  is  qualified  to  vote  in  elections;  in 
some  a  qualification  in  personal  property  is  suffi- 
cient ;  and  in  others,  age  and  freedom  are  the  sole 
qoalifications  of  electors.  The  bare  presentation 
of  this  reasoning  is  sufficient  to  prove  how  diffi- 
cult it  is  to  support  error,  even  when  the  m<Mt  in- 

Qus  volunteer  their  services  as  its  advocates. 

first  contended  that  the  Teniiories,  as  snch, 
(surely  meaning  the  people  who  inhabit  the  Ter- 
ritories, and  not  the  lands'  which  compose  the  Ter- 
ritories,) can  have  no  rights  hut  what  are  confer- 
red by  Congress.  Secondly,  that  conditions  may 
be.  annexed  to  the  admission  of  a  State  into  the 
Union,  which  may  embrace  every  thing  not  in- 
compatible with  the  possession  of  those  federal 
rights  which  an  admission  into  the  Union  confera 
upon  the  new  State.  Thirdly,  it  is  emphatically 
ctmtended,  that  the  right  (^suffrage is  derived  ex- 
clusively from  the  Slate  governments.  The  Ter- 
ritories, as  such,  can  have  no  rights  but  what  are 
confened  by  Congress.  Th^  may  be  denied  all 
rights  which  are  not  federal.    If  the  reasoning 

Cooi-^lc 


HISTOBT  OF  COnaBESS. 


1364 


H.  orB 


Fbbboaxt,  1890. 


vere  tnie,  the  moct  importuit  right  which  can  b« 
esjoyed  bf  a  freemaa,  in  civil  societies,  to  wit, 
right  of  saffrage,  could  nerer  be  enjoyed  by  the 
citizens  of  a  Territory.  How  would  thev  elect 
their  Representatives  to  Congress  1  Such  rea- 
soninff  is  too  absnrd  lo  merit  further  notice. 

I  will  not  occupy  the  time  of  the  Committee  by 
rea^ng  from  the  treaty  of  April.  1803,  by  which 
the  French  RepnUic  ceded  to  the  United  States 
Looiaiana;  that  clause  which  secured  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  ceded  territory  the  fi«e  enjoyment  of 
theif  liberty,  property,  and  the  religion  which 
they  professed,  and  provided  for  their  spatdy  ad- 
mission  into  the  Union,  according  to  the  princi- 
idea  of  the  Federal  Constiration,  beeaueetlie  clause 
nas  so  often  been  read  that  it  must  be  distinctly 
lemembered  by  every  member  of  the  Committee. 
By  the  ConsCitutian  of  the  United  States,  article  6, 
"all  treaties  made,  or  which  shalt  be  made,  under 
the  anthority  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  the 
snpreme  law  of  the  land."  I  beg  leave  to  refer 
the  Committee  to  the  printed  speech  of  Mr.  King: 
he  remarits,  page  7,  "It  is  further  objected  that 
'  Ae  article  of  tae  set  of  admission  into  the  Union, 
'  by  which  slavery  should  be  excluded  from  Mis- 
'  sonri,  wonld  be  nu^toiy,  as  the  new  State,  in 
'  virtue  of  its  sovereignty,  would  be  at  liberty  to 

*  revoke  its  consent,  and  annul  the  article  by  wnich 
'  davery  sboold  be  excluded.  Such  revocation 
'  would  be  contrary  to  the  obligations  of  good 
'  fWth,  which  enjoin  the  observance  of  our  en- 
'  gagementa — it  would  be  repugnant  to  the  princi- 
'  ^ea  apoa  which.  Goremment  itself  is  founded. 
'  Sovereignly,  in  every  lawful  government,  is  a 
'  limited  power,  and  can  do  only  what  it  is  lawful 
'  to  do.  Sovereigns,  like  individuals,  are  bound  by 
'  their  envagements,  and  have  no  moml  power  to 
'  break  them.    Treaties  between  nations  repose 

*  on  this  principle."  This  appears  to  be  as  com- 
plme  a  surrender  of  the  question  as  could  be  made 
Dy  any  terms  which  belong  to  the  language  in 
which  ^ey  are  expressed.  The  treaty  ceding 
IrfNiisiana,  of  which  Missouri  was  a  part,  expressly 
secured  to  the  people  their  liberty,  property,  and 
rdigion,  and  provided  for  their  speedy  admissioQ 
into  the  Union,  according  to  the  principles  of  the 
Federal  Constitution. 

Treaties,  made  under  the  anthority  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  are,  by  the  Constitution,  declared  to  be 
the  supreme  Law  of  the  land.  Mr.  King  t^ces 
the  otuigations  of  a  treaty  on  the  same  ground, 
and  gives  to  them  equal  force  in  a  moml  point  of 
view,  with  tho«e  obligations  which  hind  the  mem- 
bers of  society  lo  ench  other,  and  seewe  obedience 
to  dieir  Oovemment.  Let  us  contrast  this  neat 
uid  distingoiihed  statesman  with  himself.  Let  it 
be  rememliered  thai,  at  the  time  Louisiana  was 
ceded  to  the  United  States,  the  people  of  that 
country  held  slaves,  and  that  their  slaves  consti- 
ttited  a  very  important  part  of  their  property.  Mr. 
King,  page  7:  "As  all  nations  do  not  permit 
'  davery,  the  term  property,  in  its  common  and 
'  nniveml  meanin^^,  does  not  include  or  describe 
'  slaves.  But,  adnulting  that  snch  was  the  inten- 
'tioD  of  the  parties,  (Co  wit:  to  inchide  slaves 
'  noder  the  term  pn^ert^,)  the  stipulatioa  is  not 


'  only  temporary,  hat  extends  no  further  than  ta 
'  the  property  accuallv  possessed  by  the  inhabic- 
'  ants  of  Missouri,  wnen  it  was  first  occupied  by 
'  the  United  States.  Property  since  acquired  by 
'  them,  and  property  acquired  or  posseased  by  lbs 
'  new  inhabitants  of  Miswinri,  lias,  in  each  case. 
'  been  acquired  under  the  laws  of  the  Unitea 
'  States,  and  not  during  or  under  the  laws  of 
'  Louisiana.  Should,  therefore^  the  future  intro- 
'  duction  of  slaves  into  Missouri  be  forbidden,  tlia 
'  feelings  of  the  citizens  would  be  reconciled  to 
'  their  exclusion ;  and  tbe  inconsiderable  number 
'  of  slaves  owiwd  by  the  inhabitants  at  the  date  of 
'  the  cession  of  Jjotiisiana,  would  be  emancipated, 
'  or  sent  for  saIc  into  States  where  slavery  exists." 
1  know  the  infinence  which  Mr.  King  has  in  cer- 
tain portions  of  the  United  States,  among  a  par- 
ticular description  of  politicians.  He  is  certainlf 
a  man  of  very  great  experience,  and  ought  to  be 
welt  skilled  in  diplomacy,  i  appeal  to  the  C«n< 
roittee,  and  ask,  confidently,  whether  a  greater 
want  of  candor  could  be  exhibited?  1  say  candor. 
A  treaty,  solemnly  entered  into,  tbe  stipulations  of 
which  were  peculiarly  designed  to  extetid  protec- 
tiim  to  the  inhabitants  of  tne  ceded  territory;  to 
secure  to  them  (he  complete  and  absolute  contnd 
over  their  property,  wWh  consisted,  to  a  very 
large  amount,  m  snvea;  and  this  grave  statesman 
afiects  to  doubt  wiiether  the  contracting  partieii 
intended  to  inelnds  slaves  under  the  lerm  pn^pMff. 
A^n,  a  condition  submitted  to  by  the  people  of 
Missouri,  in  order  to  obtain  admission  into  the 
Union,  wotild  be  perpetually  binding  on  them  and 
their  posterity ;  because  good  faith  requires  an  ob- 
servance of  engagements,  and  because  treaties  be- 
tween nations  repoae  on  this  principle.  Yet,  ibe 
stipulalitais  contained  in  the  trealy  of  cession,  are 
utterly  disregarded;  stipulations  which  have  been 
again  and  again  recognised,  by  the  Government 
of  the  United  Slates,  m  the  most  solemn  and  im< 
preseive  manner — not  only  at  the  period  when  the 
treaty  was  ratified,  but  at  the  admission  of  Louisi- 
ana mto  the  Union;  and  inevery  aciof  l^islation, 
for  the  territorial  government  of  the  whole  coun- 
try, ceded  by  France  to  the  United  States,  from 
the  date  of  the  cession  in  April,  1803,  to  the  pres- 
ent moment  Such  inconsistencies  require  no 
furths'  comment. 

The  pow^  to  make  all  needful  rules  and  t*^ 
ulations  respecting  the  territory  and  other  {vopetty 
belonging  to  the  United  States  has  been  mucn  re- 
lied on  by  Mr.  King  and  others,  as  giving  to  Cort- 
greaa  the  power  to  impose  the  condition,  or  re- 
striction, on  the  peoi^e  of  Missouri.  The  argu- 
ments dti'ived  from  this  grant  of  power  have  been 
so  fuUy  met  and  refuted,  by  those  who  have  pre- 
ceded me  in  (he  debate,  that  I  shall  not  detain  the 
Committee  by  going  over  the  ground,  but  barely 
rranark  that  the  proposed  amendment  is  intewled 

._  .!._  , — :. — L_^  nrOr--, 
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United  States  and  their  [voperly.  Property  which 
they  have  held,  and  been  induced  to  acquire,  on 
the  faith  of  the  pledge,  solemnly  made  by  the  Oov- 
emment of  the  United  States,  that  the  peo]^e  of 
that  territory  should  be  protected  in  their  civQ  and 
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religioaB  pnvilegca,  in  tke  enj«7meDt  of  their 
pcopwty,  and  tbAt  they  shoutd  be  admitted  into 
the  Umon  aa  sooa  as  possible,  accordine  to  the 
[siDcipies  of  the  Federal  Constitutioii,  aad  to  the 
eajoymeot  of  all  the  priril^es  and  immtmities  of 
citizaiB  of  the  United  States. 

The  power  to  regidale  commerce  is  among  the 
expren  powen  delated  to  Congress.  This  power 
hoB  beea  resorted  to,  in  order  to  prove  that  Con- 
gress can,  coDstituUoiutlly,  impose  on  the  peo[de 
of  Missouri  tlie  cooditioii,  or  resttiction,  contained 
in  tbe  proposed  amendment.  This  branch  of  the 
snbiect  shall  be  noticed  hereafter. 

The  politicttl  doctors  of  theday,  nolpatisfied  with 
resorting  to  the  difierent  clauses  of  the  Gonstita- 
tion,  which  gire  to  Cangreas  power  to  make  all 
needful  rules  and  reKUlatioos  respecting  the  territory 
and  other  property  belonging  to  the  United  States; 
to  admit  new  Stales  into  tbe  Uniiuk;  to  regulate 
ctHnmeioe;  to  provide  for  the  common  defence 
and  general  welfare;  hare  most  st»ngdy  resorted 
to  the  9th  section  of  the  Ist  article  M  the  Consti- 
tutioB)  (o  derive^  for  Congress,  this  omnipoteaii 
power  of  &djag  immetaUy  the  fuodamentsl  prin- 
ciple, by  which  the  people  of  Missouri  and  their 
poster!^  are  to  be  goTemed.  This  sectitm,  from 
the  beginning  to  the  end,  contains  nothing  but 
[wohibitioiis  and  restrictiouB  on  the  pow«s  of  Con- 
gress. The  first  clause  of  this  section  contains  the 
jvohibition,  on  tbe  pown  of  Congress,  relatiTe  to 
the  nugration  or  importation  of  such  persons. as 
any  (tf  the  States  shall  think  proper  to  admit  prior 
to  the  year  1808.  I  shall  not  dwell  on  the  terms 
migration  and  importation,  which  hare  been  so 
often  repeated,  dunng  this  debate,  as  to  caose  them 
to  grate  on  tbe  ear  as  harshly  and  disagreeably  as 
the  chains  of  the  convict. 

I  am  very  happy  that  the  gentleman  from  South 
CaroltBa,  (Mr.  Finoenet,)  a  member  of  tbe  Con- 
vention which  formed  the  Constitntion  of  the 
United  States,  has  given  an  a«:ount  of  the  under- 
stand!)^ of  the  Convention,  as  to  the  true  import 
and  meaning  of  these  terms,  wbich  corresponds 
completely  with  the  definitions  given  of  them  by 
the  most  learned  and  the  best  speakers  who  have 
taken  part  in  tUs  debate,  to  wit.  that  migration 
was  applied  to  all  persons  of  wnatever  color  or 
desorinlion,  who  should  voluntarily  remove  to  the 
Uoitea  States,  or  any  pardcidar  State — importa- 
tion, io  Ed)  persons  wno  should  be  brought,  by  the 
will  of  others,  into  any  of  ^e  States.  All  con- 
tracts or  compactsmay  grant  more  or  less  than  the 
conttacting  parties  d^gned  to  convey.  If  Con- 
gnm  possess  no  o^er  power  over  the  subject  of 
migation  oi  importstioD,  than  what  can  be  derived 
ttma  this  9th  seetion,  it  is,  to  my  mind,  most  per- 
feedy  clear,  that  not  a  single  power  Is  possessed 
oTer  the  suojeci. 

It  will  be  recollected  by  the  Committee  that  the 
pieeeding  section  etrntains  an  enmneration  of  die 
powerg  Minted  to  he  intrusted  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States.  Would  it  not  be  a  most  sin- 
gaiait  incoiuistency  for  men  of  Tery  inferior  per- 

r'cacity  and  intelligence  to  those  who  framed 
:  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  who  shotdd 
be  engaged  in  a  wok  of  suah  de^  and  momabt- 


otis  impcHtanee  as  that  of  preparing  a  fovm  of  gov- 
emmeni  for  a  free  people,  who  were  jealous  and 
watchful  of  their  liberties,  in  order  to  form  a  gov- 
ernment  of  limited  and  defined  powers  which 
shoold  be  perfectly  secure  from  abuse  1  First,  to 
emnnerate,  with  care  aad  aecuracv,  the  several 
powers  intended  to  be  intrusted  to  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people — yielding  to  the  well  fohnded 
jealousy  entertained  of  the  propensity  of  man  to 
abtne  delected  powers,  that  tbe  very  singular 
mode  should  hare  been  adopted  to  confer  new  and 
more  extensive  powers,  by  prohibiting,  except  un- 
derpeouliar  circumstances,  or  for  aUmited  time, 
theexerciseof  some  of  tbe  most  important  powers, 
«C]H^eesly  delegated,  or  resulting  by  neeestary  and 


prineiide  of  reason^  wltich  is  not  opposed  to  such 

-  —ode  of  imparting  power.    I  know  I  may  be 

with  the  oDJection,  that  it  is  irom  this  clause 


lode  of  imparting  power.  I  know  I  may  be 
met  with  the  ooiection,  that  it  is  irom  this  clause 
that  Congress  derfves  the  power  to  suspend  the 


of  habeas  corpus.  To  which  I  answer,  that 
Congress  derives  from  this  clause  no  power  over 
the  writ  of  habeas  corpus ;  that  it  was  designed 
to  furnish  a  rale  of  coastruction,  to  prevent  the 
abuse  of  powv  by  suspending  this  writ,  on  which- 
the  personal  security  and  libCTty  of  the  citizen  so 
mneh  depended.  The  people  of  this  country  had 
not  long  sh^ien  off  tbe  yoie  of  a  foreign  tyrant. 
They  had  had  many  painful  evidences  oi  the  abuse 
of  power  by  the  British  Govemment  in  suspend- 
ing the  great  and  efBcaeious  writ.  But  can  it  for 
a  moment  be  doubted  that  Congress  has  the  Con- 
stitutional power  to  suspend  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus?  But  for  the  prohibition  contained  in  Ibis 
section  on  the  exercise  of  this  power,  it  might  have 
been  very  much  abased.  Are  not  the  powers  dd- 
egated  to  Congress,  in  their  nature  sovereign  t  la 
not  Ae  power  to  daclare  war  a  high  sovereign 
power,  ecm&ded  by  the  people  to  their  representa- 
tives ?  Is  not  thepower  to  create  tribunals  inferior 
to  die  Supreme  Court,  expressly  given  7  Is  not 
the  wtude  judiciary  of  the  United  Slates  organized 
by  an  act  of  Congress'?  Are  not  the  forms  of 
writs,  and  the  rules  of  proceeding,  prescribed  by 
Congress?  Can  it  be  at  all  doubtful  that  the 
power  which,  under  the  Constitution,  prescribes 
the  rule  of  action ;  in  other  words,  gives  the  law 
to  the  courts  and  the  people,  when  the  miblic 
interest  demands  it,  can  suspend  even  this  highly 
important  and  remedial  writf  This  was  known 
to  the  Convention ;  the  prohibit  ion  was  wisely  in- 
serted, as  a  necessary  guard  to  tbe  liberty  of  the 

Again,  it  may  be  contended  that,  from  the  10th 
section  of  the  same  article,  which  contains  nodung 
but  restraints  ;md  prohibitions  upon  the  exercise 
of  certain  powers  By  the  States,  that  they,  when 
actually  invaded,  or  in  such  imminent  dMger  as 
will  no^  admit  of  delay,  derive  the  power  to  keep 
troops  and  ships  of  war,  to  enter  mto  compncto 
with  each  other,  with  foreign  Powers,  and  even  to 
engage  in  war.  Not  so,  sir.  It  serves  merely  as 
a  rnle  of  construction,  as  an  additional  evidence 
of  the  jealousy  of  the  people  of  this  country  of 
^eir  ri^ts  and  Uberties,  and  of  the  propensity  of 
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man  to  abuse  power  wlien  intrusted  to  him.  Not 
a  right  is  cooieried  on  ihe  States  by  this  section. 
The  States,  in  relation  to  the  GieaetaL  Croveni- 
ment,  aad  in  lefereace  to  theii  defence,  occapy 
the  same  ground  as  iadividiials.  Whenever  a 
governmenE  is  unable  to  defend  the  citizen,  the 
right  of  self-defence,  a  nntural  right,  recurs  lomni; 
so  of  the  Stales.  When  the  General  Government 
is  unable  to  def«nd  the  States,  the  natural  and  in- 
alienable r^hl  of  self-defence  reverts  to  the  Slates, 
and  authorizes  them  to  defend  and  preserve  them- 

Shall  I  be  permitted  to  invite  the  attention  of 
the  Committee  to  the  amendment.'*  to  the  Consti- 
tion  of  the  United  Slates,  articles  firet  and  second  1 
These  articles  contain  prohibitions  of  a  very  sin- 
gular character,  on  the  exercise  of  powers  by  Con- 
gress. I  confess  that  I  hare  never  seen  these 
articles  without  r^ret.    I  have  considered  them 


the  American  people.  Ipresume, 
were  now  called,  to  frame  a  constitution  for  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  that,  instead  of 
embodying  a  few  general  and  fundamental  prin- 
dples^  contained  in  a  little  pamphlet  like  ihis, 
[holding  the  CoDsiitutiou  in  his  hand,]  it  would 
require  alarge  folio  volume  to  contain  thenecesaary 
restrictions  and  prohibitions  on  the  Qovemmeut 
against  undue  ana  unwarrantable  exercise  of  power. 
Whatare  the  prohibitions  in  these  articles?  "Con- 
'  gress  shall  make  no  taw  respecting  an  establish' 
'  men)  of  religion,  or  prohibiting  the  free  exercise 

<  thereof;  or  abiiagine  the  freedom  of  speech  or  of 
'  the  press ;  or  the  right  of  the  people  peaceably  to 
'  assemble,  and  to  petition  the  Government  for  a 
'  ledress  of  grievances.  A  well  regulated  militia 
'  being  necessary  to  the  security  of  a  free  State. 
'  the  right  of  the  peopleto  keep  and  besrarmsBhall 

<  Dot  be  infringed."  I  ask  the  Committee  to  pause 
for  a  moment,  and  to  reflect  on  the  -character  of 
these  prohibitions.  What  must  have  been  the 
jealousy  of  those  who  deemed  it  necessary  to  guard 
against  the  abuse  of  power,  by  such  restrictions, 
on  a  Goreinment  of  limited,  defined,  and  delegated 
aathorily  ?  Under  what  pretence  could  Congress 
dare  to  interfere  with  affairs  of  religion— with  the 
freedom  of  speech  or  of  the  press  T  Under  what 
state  of  things  could  it  be  presumed  to  be  necessar; 
for  the  sovereign  people  of  the  United  States  ti 
letaintothems^ves  thepoorfnivilegeof  a^semblin) 
peaceabiv  to  petition,  not  their  sovereign  lords  ani 
masters,  Dut  their,  public  servants  and  agents,  for  a 
redress  of  grievances  7  To  what  daring  usurpa- 
tions must  they  have  looked,  when  it  was  deemed 
necessary  to  secure  to  freemen  the  privilege  of 
keeping  and  bearing  arms  7  But,  sir,  Constitu- 
tional securities  against  the  abuse  of  pow^r,  of  del- 
egated and  limited  power,  seem  to  be  but  beautiful 
and  splendid  illusions. 

Notwithstanding  these  securities  to  the  freedt— 
of  speech  and  of  the  press,  we  have  seen  the  day 
when  a  sedition  act  was  deemed  both  necessary 
and  proper,  (among  a  particular  description  of  pol- 
iticians in  this  country,)  of  course  Constitutiona 
This  act  was  deemed  nccessarv  to  guard  the  indi 
Tidual  who  hdd  the  reins  ana  guided  the  car  of 


State.  Tfaisillustrions  Chief  Magistrate,  who  was 
thus  entrenched  behind  the  protecting  influence  of 
"  sedition  act,  was  from  New  England — that  land 
>  peculiarly  blessed  by  freedom  and  equality  ;  that 
land  where  slavery  is  unknown.  Mav  the  time 
it  arrive  when  the  science  of  political  chemistry 
all  be  better  known;  when  Iheuseof  thealembic 
better  understood ;  that  it  will  be  discovered  that 
CoDgress  has  the  Constitutional  power  to  prevent 
the  people  from  assembling  peaceably  for  any  other 
purpose  but  to  petition  their  lords  and  masters,  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  for  a  redress  of 
'  ivances  I  Entertaining  the  opinions  which  I 
.. . ,  of  the  limited  character  of  the  Government  of 
theUnitedState,of  the  responsibility  of  the  officen 
of  this  Government  to  their  constituents ;  of  the 
absolute,  uncontrolled,  and  uncontrollable  power 
of  the  people  over  not  only  their  public  servants, 
but  of  the  Constitution  and  form  of  Government 
itself,  those  reservations  of  privilsges,  and  limita- 
tions of  power  on  the  Government,  appear  to  have 
resulted  from  infatuation  or  a  sickly  sensibility, 
which  induced  the  framo?  of  the  amendments  to 
reserve  to  the  people,  as  privileges,  what  they  held 
as  rights;  rights  which,  whenever  invaded,  ought 
to  arouse  the  people  to  the  most  prompt  and  vigo- 
rous resistance.  Yet,  sir,  experience  may  prove 
that  they  were  right.  If  the  Constitution  be  thus 
successfully  invaded,  and  the  people  should  tamely 
sutKoit,  other  and  more  effectual  limitations  -will 
be  required. 

But,  sir,  it  has  been  triumphantly  asked,  if  Con- 
gress possess  no  power,  no  authority  on  the  subject 
of  admitting  new  Stales :  if  no  condition  can  be 
annexed:  if  any  peoplewho  think  properlo  apply, 
have  the  right  to  admission  into  the  Union?  To 
which  I  reply,  that  Congress,  unless  bound  by  [de- 
vious obligation  to  admit,  has  the  unqualified  au- 
thority (o  reject.  That,  under  the  fourth  article 
of  the  Constitution,  which  guaranties  a  republican 
form  of  government  to  every  State  in  this  Union, 
Congress  has  the  right  to  require  that  the  Stateap- 
]^ing  for  admission  shall  adopt  a  republican  form 
of  government 

Permit  me,  Mr.  Chairnwn,  to  inquire  into  the 
character  of  the  population  of  Missouri.  By  whom 
has  that  Territory  been  settled  t  Are  the  inhabi- 
tants  strangers,  foreigners,  aliens  to  our  Govern- 
ment, manners,  religion  7  Or  are  they  native 
citizens  of  the  United  States  7  They  are  native 
citizens;  many  of  them  have  fought  and  bled  id 
defence  of  the  principles  of  which  all  here  so 
proudly  boast.  Many  of  them  ate  the  descendants 
of  galltmt  men,  who  furnished  from  their  own 
veins  the  cement  for  this  our  temple  of  liberty.  I 
have  the  pleasure  to  know  some  of  the  citizens  of 
Missouri  They  are  men  who  can  rear  their  creatt 
by  the  side  of  any  gentleman  in  this  House,  from 
whatever  section  of  the  country  he  may  have  come,- 
and  for  virtue,  intelligence,  pairiotisin.  and  valor, 

Soudly  challenge  a  comparison.  I  allude  to  Ihe 
'Fallans,  Ihe  nephews  of  George  R.  Clark — a 
name  held  in  sacred  regard  by  Kentucky  and  Vir- 
ginia. The  man  whose  chivalic  spirit  and  daring 
enterptisej  conquered  the  finest  portion  of  country 
in  the  Union — the  country  noru  and  weet  of  the 
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on  ihe  nephews  and  leUtives  ot  this  verv  man. 
Nephews  who  have  proved  themtelves  to  t>e  true 
and  genuine  branches  of  the  OTtgiuml  stock. 
I  beg  leave  to  inquire  into  the  pretensions  of  the 

Cple  of  the  North  and  East,  to  torm  CDnstitntions 
their  neighbors.  Hare  the  people  of  those  por- 
tions of  the  Union  been  peculiarlv  blessed  by  po- 
litical tranquillity,  harmony,  ana  happioeBsl  I 
will  not  point  to  the  political  commotions  which 
have  so  irequenlly  and  so  violently  agitated  the 

eceful  relations  of  the  people  in  om  Northern  and 
itern  hemisphere,  because  they  are  familiar  to 
nil.  1  will  barely  refer  to  facts,  supported  by  high 
Mithority.  Connecticut,  until  very  lately,  nerer 
had  a  conEtitution.  The  Oovernor  of  Massachu- 
•etls,  at  the  late  session  of  the  Qeneral  Assembly 
of  that  State,  recommended  the  call  of  a  conTcntion 
to  revise  and  amend  the  constitution  of  the  State. 
TbeGovenkorof  New  Yorkrecently  recommended, 
to  the  Assembly  of  that  State,  the  propriety  of 
calling  a  couvention  to  re-model  and  amend  their 
constitution.  Inhisspeech  to  tbetwohousesofthe 
Legislature,  at  the  opening  of  their  session,  he 
peMuts  the  following  striking  pictureof  thepoli^ 
ical  agitations  and  excitements  which  exist  in  that 
great  State:  "  While  this  Stale  has  made  rapid 
'^and  signal  advances  in  prosperity,  it  has  been 
■  more  obnoxious  to  the  excitement  of  party  than 
'  any  member  of  the  Federal  Union.  Even  during 
'  the  gloomy  periods  of  the  Revolution,  this  spirit 
'  was  exhibited  in  a  variety  of  shapes,  and  since 
'  thai  time  it  has  scarcely  ever  ceased  to  agitate 
'  society.  After  giving  fall  weightto  the  operation 
*  of  other  BBsignable  Cannes,  we  are  forced  to  con- 
'  elude  that  there  is  a  radical  defect  in  the  consti- 
'  tution  of  oui  government ;  that  it  either  wants 
<  some  essential  check  agaiast  the  progress  of  party, 
'  or  that  itcontainsin  its  arrangement  the  elements 
'  of  discord  and  excitement"  After  this  very  strong 

t'cttire  of  the  political  cabals  which  agitate  nis  own 
late,  and  disturb  the  peace  and  tranquillitv  of  its 
citizou,  modesty  would  seem  to  require  tnat  hb 
Excellency  should  remain  quiet  and  silent  about 
the  afi^irs  of  his  neighbors ;  that  he  should  direct 
his  own  energies,  and  eugase  the  energies  of  his 
""  '  '  ■  "  "  lexclnsiveW  to  correct  existing 
Not  so  his  £xcdlency ;  although 
he  admits  that  for  more  than  forlv  years  he  and 
all  the  dislinouished  statesmen  ot  his  great  and 
distinguished  State,  have  not  been  able  to  correct 
the  radical  evib  under  which  they  have  labored, 
he  is  ambitious  to  influence  the  deliberations  of 
Congress,  and  extend  his  fostering  care  to  the  peo- 

Sle  of  Misuuri,  by  furnishing  them  some  of  the 
undamental  principles  by  ^ich  they  and  their 
posterity  are  to  be  governed. 

He  thus  im[mmes,  in  bis  speech,  on  the  Legis- 
lature, the  neces^ty  of  interposing : 

*■  Nor  can  I  muccbI,  oa  this  oecsiinn,  the  deep  sni- 
ietj  wbich  1  feci  in  ■  snlijpcL  now  under  the  eonrider- 
•tion  of  the  Qgnersl  Ooiarnment,  anil  wbieh  is  onfbr- 
(unstal;  calcalated  to  produce  gcogrnphicsl  dlatrnc- 
tloDi.  Highl;  important  aa  it  ii  to  alli;  frelingi  ao 
inauapieiuus,  and  to  eoltivate  the  moat  fiisndl;  eoni- 


nnnlon  with  ever;  mambcr  of  the  Conhderac;,  jat 
I  considei  Iha  interdielion  of  th«  eitenaion  of  slavery 
a  paramonnt  considentioD.  Morallj  and  politically 
apraking.  slavery  ia  an  avil  of  the  £rit  magnitude ;  and, 
•rbatever  ma;  be  the  consaquencea,  it  is  our  duty  to 
piogreis,  in  til  cases  vhira  such  prohibition  is  alloived 
by  tha  Constilution.  No  evil  can  result  from  its  inbi- 
bilioD,  more  pernicious  tbsn  it*  tolaralian ;  and  I  car- 
neatly  recominead  the  sipicsaion  of  your  sense  on  this 
occBiion,  sa  equslly  dua  to  iha  cbiractet  of  the  Stale, 
and  the  prtiiperily  of  Ibe  Empire." 

Sir,  New  York  is  entitled  to  my  thanks^  and  to 
the  thanks  of  the  nation,  for  the  interesting  and 
gallant  stand  which,  under  the  auspices  of  her  late 
patriotic  Governor,  (Daniel  D.  Tompkins,)  she 
during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  made 
against  the  common  enemy.  But  I  must  be  per- 
mitted, after  the  above  statement  of  &cts,  to  enter, 
for  the  people  of  Missouri,  a  solemn  protest  against 
the  interference  of  the  people  of  the  North  and 
East  with  their  fundamentiU  and  municipal  regu- 
lations— first,  for  the  want  of  capacity ;  and,  sec- 
ondly, because  they  have  no  right  to  interfere. 

May  not  the  people  of  Missouri,  with  great  force 
and  mopriely,  say  to  the  people  of  New  Eng^d 
and  New  York,  look  to  your  own  a&ira;  tran- 
quillize the  political  discord  apd  excitement  which 
agitate  your  own  bosoms ;  heal  the  wounds  which 
the  political  parties  in  your  own  States  are  perpet- 
ually inflicting  on  each  other.  Let  us  alone ;  per- 
mit us  to  manage  our  own  affairs  in  our  own  way. 
We  fear  the  constitution  which  you  are  endeavor- 
ing to  impose  on  us  will  either  want  some  essential 
check  asainst  the  progress  of  party,  or  that  it  will 
contain  in  its  arrangement  the  elements  of  discard 
and  excitement.  We  think  no  evil  can  result  from 
resisting  with  manlv  firmness  and  fortitude,  thu 
unconstitutional  and  unwarrantable  effort  which 
yotl  are  making  to  invade  our  sovereignty  and  in- 
dependencej  so  pemicioos,  as  would  be  a  base  and 
tame  acquiescence  on  our  part 

The  doctrines  of  humanity  and  religion  hare 
not  been  much  pressed  into  service  by  the  restric- 
tionists  latterly.  It  is  somewhat  singular  that  the 
passion  of  humanity  should,  at  the  same  instant  of 
time,  have  seized  so  strongly  upon  New  England 
and  Old  England ;  that  this  passion  should  have 
been  so  stronglyand  so  singularly  enlisted  in  favor 
of  the  black  slaves  in  the  tfnited  States.  Slavery 
on  every  other  portion  of  the  globe  seems  to  have 
had  no  effect  on  the  sympathies  of  these  philan- 
ihropistB.  They  have  not  been  excited  by  the  con- 
dition of  the  white  staves  of  Enrone ;  nor  by  the 
sufferio^  of  the  white,  black,  and  party-colored 
slaves  oT  the  Indies.  The  African  slave  trade-- 
the  enslaved  descendants  of  Africans  in  the  Uni- 
ted States— are  the  subjects  of  peculiar  sensibility 
and  interest  to  those  who  have  recently  engaged 
in  proclaiming  the  doctrines  of  benevolence  and 
humanity.  The  peculiar  and  stroDgty-marked  hos- 
tility of  Old  England  to  the  people  of  the  South- 
ern and  Western  Stales,  the  holders  of  black  stavea. 
is  well  known.  Let  the  people  of  England — of 
Great  Britain— cast  their  eyes  on  the  map  of  (be 
earth,  and  see  what  a  large  proportion  of  its  habita- 
ble part  is  coveried,  and  oy  millions  of  human 
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beinffs  hdd  in  the  most  wretched  state  of  bondase, 
by  tbe  policy  of  th^  own  Oovemmect.  Id  tiie 
West  Indies,  in  Europe,  in  the  East  Indies,  nul- 
lions  of  human  beings,  preseoting  every  shaide  of 
color,  and  every  grade  ol  suSering  aod  misery,  tes- 
tify by  their  ezecratioos  that  they  are  the  victims 
of  British  policy — of  British  cruelly  and  ambition. 
Yet  we  find  the  pages  of  every  public  journal  in 
Great  Britain  filled  with  exclamations  and  denun- 
ciations against  the  holders  of  black  slaves  in  the 
United  Stales.  England,  despotic  and  heartless 
as  she  is,  still  endeavors  lo  preserve  the  appearance 
of  some  resard  and  respect  for  the  opinions  of  the 
world.  She  still  can  Uush,  or  appear  to  bliuh,  by 
keeping  the  veil  closely  drawn.  It  would  not  do 
for  her  to  eznress  much  sympathy  for  while  slaves. 
Her  half-fed  and  badly-dothed  subjects  in  the 
bicblaods  of  Scotland ;  her  enslaved  subjects  in 
Ireland ;  would  attract  painful  attention.  The 
miserBbie  condition  of  the  people  in  the  Bast  In- 
diet,  reodocd  thus  misoable  ov  Ker  despotic  policy, 
woidd  intrude  itself.  The  white  staves  in  evWy 
|)art  of  Europe,  therefore,  fail  to  eicite  her  human- 
itjr-  TheHiutgaTianpeasanl,whoeL'«tateofGlaTery 
■Dd  subjugation,  according  to  Bright,  are  iafiniie- 
If  more  oppressive  than  that  of  the  black  slave  in 
America,  excites  ap  portion  of  her  ByimMthy  or 
humanity.  Can  England  disguise  the  fact — can 
het  frieods  conceal  ii — that  she  has  done  more  to 
entail  misery  on  the  African  race,  and  their  de- 
scendants, than  all  the  other  Powers  of  the  earth  ? 
Humility  is  said  be  the  must  odious  garh  in  which 
Pride  can  be  dressed.  This  may  be  true,  sir ;  but 
it  is  still  more  odious  to  see  Ambition  dressed  out 
in  the  meek  habiliments  of  religion,  with  human- 
ity on  her  lips,  whibt  the  love  of  power  swells 
her  heart.  We  need  take  but  a  glance  at  the  his- 
tory of  the  times  that  are  past,  lo  see  this  same 
Ambition,  covered  with  the  mantle  of  religion, 
profaning  the  God  whom  it  affected  to  adore ;  pois- 
oning the  stream  of  human  felicitv;  rioting  on  the 
snfierii^  of  the  innocent  Shall  we  look  for  ex- 
amples to  the  land  which  is  sometimes  called  the 
land  of  OUT  ancestors — to  Great  Britain — to  happy 
Ellwand  1  If  we  look  to  the  reign  of  the  Uoody 
Uary  or  the  present  Regent,  we  s&il  see  the  spirit 
of  ambition  arrayed  on  the  side  of  humaohy  and 


which  has  been  drKwn  in  defence  of  the  Catholics 
of  Spain,  testify.  The  worship  of  the  Deity  has 
been  proscribed  to  the  Catholics  at  home— to  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland — whil&t  the  Spanish  Ceiho- 
Ue  hat  been  sustained  by  the  same  authority,  even 
at  the  point  of  the  hayonet,  to  his  altar  and  his 
Qod.  And  all  this  has  been  done  in  the  name  of 
kumanity,  and  under  the  pretext  of  derotion  to 
religion  1 

Bill,  sir,  it  will  be  expected  thai  I  should  say 
wmething  on  the  power  of  Congress  to  interdict 
the  African  slave  trade.  The  power  to  r^ulaie 
commerce  is  delegated  to  Congi^  in  general  and 
comprehensive  terms.  The  most  essential  attri- 
bute of  the  power  to  regulate,  by  law,  the  trade  of 
the  country,  is  to  preserve  the  purity  and  justice  of 
the  trade.  The  African  slave  trade  came  imperly 


ithin  the  power  lo  regulate  commerce.  This 
trade,  which  was  carried  on  in  fraud  and  injus- 
tice, by  kidnapping,  is  as  completely  within  the 
power  of  Congress  to  interdict,  by  {ninishing  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  engaged  in  it,  as  pi- 
racy, or  any  other  fraudnlent  ana  swindling  traffic. 
It  results  frmn  the  general  power  to  reeulate  tbe 
commerce  of  the  country,  and  not  from  the  limita- 
tions on  the  exercise  of  the  power  by  Congreae 
over  the  migration  and  importation  of  such  persons 
as  any  of  the  States  should  think  proper  to  admit 
prior  to  the  year  1808.  There  is  no  express  power 
given  to  Congress  to  prevent  the  migration  of  for- 
eigners to  the  United  States ;  but  the  power  to 
establish  an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization  is  ex- 
pressly given.  This  power  is  given  to  enable 
Congress  to  promote  the  common  drfeaee  and 
general  welfare.  The  general  power  to  make  cid- 
zms  must  necessarily  tnelade  tbe  power  to  judge 
of  the  expedieney  of^exercising  the  power,  and  ex- 
tend to  the  power  of  excluding  the  applicants  from 
settling  and  residing  within  the  limits  of  the  Union. 
Otherwise  it  would  have  been  in  the  power  of  sev> 
aal  Governments  in  £tin^  to  have  thrown  into 
this  country  such  a  large  number  of  persons,  as 
not  only  to  have  influenoed  our  ddiberalions, 
but  actually  to  have  endangered  our  safety.  The 
members  of  the  Federal  Convention  saw  the  ne- 
cessity of  clothing  Congress  with  this  important 
power;  they  also  saw  and  knew  how  important  it 
was  to  the  proeperity  of  tbe  country,  that  its  pop- 
ulation should  ne  auffmented  by  migration;  and, 
as  the  several  States  had  governments  capable  of 
deciding  this  question  of  policy,  at  least  for  a  lim- 
ited time,  the  exercise  of  the  power  over  the  sub- 
ject was  prohibited  to  Congress  im til  1806. 

The  agitation  of  this  question,  if  productive  of 
no  other  good  consequence,  must  be  calculated  to 
wttle  a  question  heretofore  of  doubtful  policy,  it 
must  ecmvince  the  people  of  the  United  Slates  that 
their  territory  is  sufficiently  extensive.  If  every 
accession  of  territory  shall,  when  the  pmHilation 
becomes  sufficiently  nomeious  to  demand  admis- 
sion into  the  Union  as  a  State,  thus  agitate  the 
Confederacy,  and  threaten  to  reduce  society  to  its 
elements,  for  one,  1  am  disposed  to  fix  the  limits 
where  they  now  exist;  to  extinguish  no  more  In- 
dian tides  to  lands  beyond  the  acknowledged  limits 
of  the  United  States.  1  think  the  Florida  pur- 
chase may  be  considered  as  settled,  ff,  a^er  so 
many  years  negotiation,  if,  after  so  many  prevari- 
cations on  the  part  of  Spain,  we  are,  in  order  to 
secure  a  few  millions  of  dollars  to  our  merchants, 
to  procure  thai  which  is  to  promote  the  spirit  of 
discord,  hatred,  and  disunion  among  the  States,  it 
may  be  ir*ii  to  pause,  and  inquire  whether  the 
priae  will  not  be  too  high. 

Sir,  I  am  attached  to  the  Union;  but  il  is  a  ra- 
tional attachment  I  have  no  snpentitious  attach- 
ment, either  to  the  Union  or  any  thing  else.  I  am 
atlacned  to  the  Union,  because  I  believe  it  calcu- 
lated lo  secure  the  political  riehts,  tranquillity, 
praepericy,  and  happmess,  of  the  peonle  of  this 
country.  The  moment  the  Union  shall  fail  to  se- 
cure and  promote  these  objects  I  shall  detest  it,  as 
I  would  any  other  species  of  despotism. 
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With  what  propriety  can  those  who,  during  the 
ReTolation,  embarked  with  us  their  fortuoes  and 
their  hopes  on  board  the  same  ship ;  who  eladljr 
clung'  to  us  during  the  hour  of  danger,  after  it 
stood  the  itoim  during  the  ReTolntionaTjr  conflict, 
and  rode  triumphantly  through  the  tempest  during 
the  late  war  with  Great  Bntaio — passing  Mfely 
over  the  rough  sea  which  set  in  from  abroad,  un- 
disturbed by  the  ripple  added  by  domestic  faction — 
now  that  all  is  peace  and  sunshine,  turn  ujmo  us, 
and  upbraid  us  with  the  stains  and  spots  ot  na[rD 
slavery ;  a  species  of  slavery  which  existed  be^re 
and  during  the  Revolatiou  in  ereiy  State  in  the 
Union ;  which  has  always  existed  since  the  Rev- 
olution, in  portions  of  this  country,  and  which 
they  bound  themselves,  by  the  most  sacred  of  all 
compacts,  never  to  disturb?  Let  the  pailies  to  the 
comjMct,  who  have  been  borne  thus  safely  and 
happily  in  this  old  ship,  but  adhere  to  the  charter- 
party — the  Consiiiulion — 1  have  no  doubt  she  will 
Slide  in  safety  on  the  wave  of  time  to  the  end  of 
le  present  coitury,  prepared,  at  that  paiod,  atill 
to  go  on  with  the  lairest  ptoepeet  of  a  suceeofiil 
voyage  to  the  close  of  the  next  century.  Penoit 
me  to  borrow  the  dying  words  of  the  inunortal 
Lawrence,  while  his  eye  was  glazed  by  death: 
honor  and  etory  brightened  on  bis  brow — ht  ex- 
claimed, "don't  give  up  the  ship!"  I  say  to  you. 
hold  on  to  the  Union — don't  give  up  the  political 
(hip-— cling  to  the  original  charter-party — ine  Con- 
stitution; all  will  be  well — the  nation  will  be 
hawy. 

la  there  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  who  has 
not  felt  his  bosom  warmed  and  animated  by  the 
sun  of  our  political  confederacy  1  The  stm  which, 
on  tbe  4th  of  July,  1776,  rose  with  such  unusual 
brightness  and  matchless  splendor,  which,  for  more 
than  forty  years,  has  warmed  and  animated  this 
society,  and  lighted  its  path  to  glory  and  to  hi^ipi- 
ness.  ShaU  Ute  political  balance  and  harmony  of 
our  system  be  destroyed,  and  that  son  be  precipi- 
taled,  with  disastrous  ruin,  on  the  bosom  of  this 
society,  which  it  has  so  often  cheered  and  bright- 
«o«d  mto  joy  and  felicityl  I  tnist  that  Heaven 
will  avert  the  sad  calaimty.  That,  under  the  ge- 
nial infiuencc  of  this  sun,  that  flowoing  wreath 
which  has  so  long  bound  in  concord  and  harmony 
this  Confederacy,  will  maintain  an  imperishable 
TCidure — that  its  bloom  will  be  perpetual,  its  frag- 
rance imoKHlal ! 

Mr.  Dabukotoh,  of  Pkinsylvania,  addressed 
the  Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  wish  to  submit  a  few  remarks 
on  this  question ;  and  I  tmst  tbe  Committae  will 
be  disposed  to  extend  their  indulgence  towards  me 
for  a  few  moments,  when  they  recollect  that  I  am 
not  in  the  habit  of  trespassing  upon  their  patience 
in  this  way.  I  am  very  sensible  dial  I  snail  not 
be  able  to  oo  justice  even  to  my  own  views  of  the 
subject;  for  I  am  utterly  unpractised  in  the  busi- 
ness of  public  speaking;  yet,  believing  that  thb  is 
a  question  of  vital  importance,  not  only  to  the 
character  of  this  nation,  but  likewise  to  its  safety, 
prosperity,  and  happiness ;  and  believing  also,  that 
some  erroneous  impressions  exist,  in  relation  to 
many  of  those  who  advocate  the  amendments  be- 


fore you,  I  feel  constrained  to  attonpt  a  few  ob- 


of  ambiguous  Constitutional  points,  after  tne  Tery 
able  and  learned  discussions  which  we  hare  bad 
from  gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me.  Such  an 
attempt  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  as  uenecessary 
now,  as  it  certainly  would  be  presumptuous  in  me 
at  any  time.  I  shall,  therefore,  content  myself,  at 
this  stage  of  the  debate,  with  ofieritig  some  of  those 
views  which  present  tnemselves  lo  a  common  on- 
derstanding.  And  here,  sir,  as  an  American,  proud 
and  jealous  of  our  national  cbaiacter,  1  trust  1 
may  he  permitted  to  say,  that  ii  is  a  source  of  no 
little  mortification  to  me  to  see  tbe  Congress  of 
these  United  States,  in  the  44th  year  of  oar 
independence,  seriously  sustaining  the  question 
whetha  it  he  rightful  and  expedient,  without 
an  unctmlroUable  necessity,  to  sanction  human 
slavery  in  the  new  republics  which  are  to  be  added 
to  this  Confedencv )  I  had  once  fondly  impti 
that  smih  a  spectacle  would  never  have  been  ex- 
hibited by  tis,  to  gratify  the  malignant  envy  of  ihe 
despot^  and  their  execrable  parasites,  who  otibrwe 
the  rights  of  mankind  in  the  Old  World,  and  who 
sicken  at  the  idea  of  their  conservation  here.  1 
had  hoped,  that  we  should  have  persevered  with 
unanimity,  as  we  have  hitherto  done,  in  erecting 
newr^ublicsupon  the  true  and  genuine  priociides 
of  our  Govemmoit,  excluding  human  slavory  with 
the  utmost  care  and  solicitude,  wherever  it  obonld 
be  in  our  power  lo  do  so.  The  generous  and  pre- 
dominant sentiments  of  the  American  people,aE  far 
as  I  have  had  an  opp(»tunity  to  be  acquainted 
with  those  sentiments,  seemed  to  me  to  warrant 
such  a  hope;  and  I  cannot  yet  relinquish  the  idea. 
We  have  been  told,  indeed — and  1  feel  it  mr 
duty,  as  a  Representative  of  RtpvbUeaii  Ptmuvl- 
tKMi,  to  notice  the  remark — we  have  been  told, 
Mr.  Chairman,  that,  however  laudaUe  may  be  the 
motives  of  many  who  are  in  &vor  of  netriotiQg 
slavery,  yet  that  there  are  political  jugglcn  bdiina 
the  scenes,  who  are  making  use  of  the  proposition 
and  its  advocates,  as  the  forlorn  hope,  and  the  last 
desperate  effort  of  an  expiring  party.  Sir,  where 
I  am  best  known,  it  womd  be  needless  to  say  that 
I  have  nothing  to  do  with  their  views,  thsr  efibrts, 
or  their  hopes;  that  I  have  never  had  any  concern 
or  connexion  with  that  expiring  peily.  Pram 
my  earliest  youth,  upwards,  I  hare  wen  a  demo- 
eratic  republican;  and  I  leave  it  to  those  who 
have  once  belonged  to  the  aforesaid  expiring  party, 
if  there  be  any  such  here,  to  devclope  ^e  schemes 
of  their  jugglers.  1  have  never  been  in  their  se- 
crets ;  but  1  cannot  hdp  observing,  that  I  see  gen- 
tlemen who  are  avowed  membos  of  that  unfortu- 
nate party,  zealously  engaged  in  the  ranks  of  our 
orawnents,  in  endeavors  to  defeat  this  unendment, 
^r,  I  do  not  believe  it  is  a  question  of  party  views 
with  any  man  who  loves  his  country,  or  feels  an 
interest  in  its  reputation  and  permanent  welfare. 
But,  sir,  I  have  always  been  taught  to  believe,  that 
it  was  no  port  of  r^blicanism  to  authorize,  or 
even  to  connive  at,  slaveiv,  in  the  formation  ot 

fivemments,  where  it  could  possibly  be  prevented, 
will  here  frankly  confess,  too,  that  it  is  cause 
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of  pain  and  regret  to  be  opposed  to  gentlemen  for 
whom  I  have  the  highest  regard,  and  with  wboni 
it  has  generally  been  the  pnde  and  the  happiness 
of  mjrself  and  my  colleagues  to  co-operate.  But, 
oa  this  occasion,  1  miiat  pursue  a  course,  bowerer 
0[»asite  to  that  of  my  Southern  friends,  which  a 
solemn  senseof  duly  renders  imperalire;  and  I 
ask  gentlemen  to  exercise  their  accustom^  liber- 
ality towards  us.  If  ihey  think  it  strange  that  we, 
who  have  generally  acted  with  them,  are  opposed 
to  them  on  this  subject,  we  can  only  say,  that  we 
think  it  equally  strange,  and  we  do  most  sincerely 
reffret,  to  find  them  in  opposition  to  us. 

What  is  it,  Mr.  Chairman,  which  this  amend- 
ment proposes,  and  which  seems  to  excite  sncfa  an 
uncommon  degree  of  sympathy  for  Missouri  7 
What  is  the  mighty  bugbear  that  lo  alarms  gen- 
tlemen 1  Is  it  proposed  to  bind  her,  hand  and 
foot,  and  deliTer  her  over  lo  the  domioioa  of  des- 
potism? Sir,  a  man  of  plain  comprehension  might 
well  be  astonished  if  he  were  to  learn,  for  the  DrNt 
time,  after  hearing  the  argumeDls  and  forcible  ap- 
peals of  gentlemen,  that  the  simple  proposition  be- 
fore you  is,  to  enable  Missouri  lo  become  an  inde- 
pendent Rennblican  State,  and  to  secure  her  from 
the  dreadful  curse  of  slavery  !  We  propose  to  do 
that  for  hei  which  we  hare  already  done  for  the 
States  northwcEt  of  (he  Ohio,  and  for  which  the 
citizens  of  those  Stales  wilt  be  forever  grateful. 
Mr.  Chairman,  the  existence  of  slarery  seems  to 
be  universally  considered  a  great  moral  and  polit- 
ical evil  in  thecommunity.  Honorable  gentlemen 
who  have  an  intimate  knowledge  of  it*  natureand 
tendencies,  hare  emphatically  termed  it  a  curse 
tmd  a  scourge  lo  society.  The  ancient  and  respec- 
table Commonweallji  of  Virginia  perceived,  at  an 
early  day,  the  evils  which  it  would  entail  upon 
her,  and  she  protested  against  the  further  Increase 
of  It.    Bat  the  Qovemment  of  Qreat  Britain,  re- 

Srdless  of  the  welfare  of  her  colonies,  permitted 
:  temporary  interest  of  a  few  lo  endanger  the 
prosperity,  the  happine«s,  end  (he  safety,  of  the 
countless  generations  who  were  to  succeed  them. 
We  know  that  this  tremeadous  evil  was  fastened 
upon  our  country  by  the  mercenary,  heartless  policy 
of  an  arbitrary,  commercial  Government,  not  only 
without  our  agency  and  consent,  but  against  oi 
earnest  protealatioiu.  But  I  beg  to  ask,  sir,  whi 
it  is  we  are  about  to  do  ?  I  wish  every  member 
of  the  Committee  would  seriously  consider  this 
question.  What  b  it  we  are  about  to  dol  Sir, 
unless  this  amendment  prevail,  we,  the  Republican 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  are  about  to  permit 
the  temporary  interest  of  a  few  individuals  (fo 
few  they  are,  compared  with  the  numbers  who  ar 
hereafter  to  ezisi  there)  to  entail  this  same  trans- 
cendent corse  upon  tbe  unborn  myriads  of  our  pos- 
terity, who  will,  in  future  times,  inhabit  the  fertile 
r^ions  of  the  West.  Yes,  sir,  as  we  now  view 
the  conduct  of  Qreat  Britain,  in  imposing  or  an- 
thorizing  slavery  in  someof  ourancient Common- 
wealths, so  will  the  future  citixens  of  these  Western 
Republics  regard  this  Congress,  unless  we  inlei 
to  stay  the  progress  of  tbe  desolating  evil,  ll 
aafier  this  perniciouspopaltttion  to  ramify  anddiffuse 
throughout  the  new  Slates  formed  in  our  (errilories, 


their  citizens  will  one  day  direct  their  agonized 
views  lo  the  proceedings  of  this  body,  and  deplore 
the  poUcT  which  sanctioned  their  dreadful  destiny. 
Thejr  will  find  themselves  doomed  to  evils,  by  our 
connivance  and  authority,  which  it  will  be  vain 
and  hopeless  to  attempt  to  remove.  Will  any  gen- 
tleman of  Virginia  or  Maryland  say,  that  it  would 
not  have  been  a-happy  circumstance  for  their  own 
Stales  if  iheearty  settlers  had  been  prevented  from 
introducing  slaves  orooog  them  1  And  will  it  not 
be  e((ually  beneficial  to  exclude  them  from  the 
Western  Commonwealths  7  Can  there  be  a  doubt 
about  this7  No,  there  cannot.  Then  now  is  the 
time  lo  interfere ;  and  it  is  now  or  never.  But  it 
is  objected,  that  we  are  presuming  to  judge  for  the 
people  of  Missouri.  Sir,  I  consider  that  we  are 
interested  in  this  question  as  well  as  the  people  of 
Missouri.  Weare  judging  for ourselvesas  wellas 
for  ihem ;  and  we  are  enaUed,  by  melancholy, 
dear-bought  experience,  lo  judge  correctly,  Gren- 
tlemen  have  acknowledged,  that  they  wotJd  advise 

"     "      ' "---■  '--  iwilban 

,  although 
the  future  citizens  of  Missouri  would  M 
grateful  for  the  restriction,  it  is  not  from  an  offi- 
cious disposition  to  meddle  with  concerns  which 
are  foreign  to  us,  that  we  u^  it.  No,  sir.  If  tke 
MisEourians  were  to  be  a  separate  people,  it  would 
ilhing  to  us  bow  many  slaves  they  had,  or 


what  relations  they  adopted.  Although  we 
might  wish  them  to  enjoy  republican  freedom,  it 
would  be  none  of  our  busmess  what  they  were,  or 
how  ihey  were  governed.  But,  Mr.  Chairman, 
Ihey  are  lo  become  a  constituent  part  of  this  Con- 
federacy ;  they  are  to  be  memtiers  of  our  political 
bmily.  They  are  to  be  co-partners  in  our  great 
national  firm  :  and  are  not  we  interested  in  the 
character  and  condition  of  those  who  propose  to 
join  us  ?  Have  we  no  right  to  jud^  ot  the  fitness 
of  those  who  wish  to  participate  in  out  affiun? 
We  have  embarked  in  Uie  business  of  free  govern- 
ment. We  have  recognised  the  sublime  doctrines 
of  the  rights  of  man  in  our  own  States,  as  far  as 
existing  circumstances  would  permit :  and  do  we 
not  owe  it  lo  consistency,  to  our  high  character, 
and  lofty  pretensions,  nay,  to  our  own  welfare  ana 
safety,  to  carry  this  recognition  of  sound  priociplea 
into  all  the  new  ^vernments  erected  under  OVT 
authority,  and  which  are  to  join  us  in  the  magnifi- 
cent scheme  1  Do  not  the  wise  and  the  virtuonL 
the  frieodsof  freedom  and  mankind,  in  all  partsoi 
the  world,  anxiously  expect  it  at  our  hands  1  Shall 
we  Most  the  hopes  of  those  philanthropists,  who 
regard  our  country  as  the  great  asylum,  the  last 
andonl^  refuge  of  liberty  andrationa  I  government) 
Forbid  it  Heaven  t  We  are  solemnly  bound  not 
only  to  secure  onr  own  welfare,  but  to  provide,  a> 
far  as  we  can,  for  that  of  our  posterity.  When  we 
know  that  the  welfare  of  our  descendants  in  Mis- 
souri, as  well  OS  in  tbe  United  Slates  generally, 
requires  the  restriction  of  slavery,  how  can  we 
reconcile  it  to  our  sense  of  duty  to  permit  the  un- 
necessary introduction  and  diAusion  of  an  evil 
which  we  are  sure  will  be  the  seooTge  of  countleaa 
generations  ?  But,  say  gentlemen,  the  people  now 
in  Missouri  may  not  choose  to  udnde  slavery ; 
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and  they  have  a.  right  to  judge  for  themselves  in 
this  matter.  And  pray,  sir,  bare  not  this  Congress 
a  right,  also,  to  Judge  lor  themselves,  whether  it 
will  be  for  the  goa<i  of  the  Union  to  admit  new 
members  who  hold  maokind  as  slaves  1    If  the 

Ciple  of  this  nation,  or  a  great  majority  of  them, 
ieve,  as  I  have  no  doubt  ihey  do,  that  it  would 
be  pernicious  and  dangerous  to  add  new  States,  of 
this  description,  to  the  UnioD,  have  they  not  a 
right,  and  a  discretioaaiy  power,  to  exclude  such 
States  1  If  they  have  not,  then  they  are  in  a  most 
deplorable  condition.  They  are  then  deprived  of 
the  tight  of  self-preservation,  which  is  a  right  in- 
herent in  all  bodies.  Sir,  we  have  the  right  of 
self-preservation  ;  we  have  the  right  to  judge  of 
the  means  of  safety  :  and  it  is  our  solemn  duty  to 
exercise  it,  and  to  guard  against  evil,  whenever  it 
is  in  our  power  to  do  so.  It  is  our  duty  to  take 
care  that  the  Republic  receive  no  detriment;  and 
believing  that  it  would  be  highly  detrimental  to 
this  Union,  and  destructive  to  the  first  principles 
of  out  Government,  to  sanction  the  creation  of 
new  members  with  a  power  To  establish  human 
slavery  where  it  is  not  absolutely  necessary,  I  feel 
bound  to  oppose  it.  I  should  deem  it  a  dcieliction 
of  duty,  oa  my  part,  to  connive  at  such  an  evil,  for 
which  !  could  not  hope  to  be  pardoned,  either  here 
or  hereafter.  I  am  perfectly  satisfied,  that  the 
ctaoseof  the  Constitution  which  says  "new  States 
maj/  be  admitted  by  the  Congress  into  the  Union," 


ir  discretion,  and 
ir  satisfaction,  whether  such  "  new 
States"  are  of  a  character  to  increase  the  strength 
and  promote  the  welfare  of  this  Union ;  or  whether 
they  may  not  endanger  our  safely  and  happi- 
ness: for  I  contend  we  have  aright  to  consult  our 
safety  and  to  pursue  our  own  happiness.  The  Dec- 
laration of  Independence  is  surely  correct  when  it 
asserts  this  right;  notwiihstandingsomeof  its  doc- 
trinea  have  been  ridiculed  and  denied  on  this  floor, 
BE  they  once  were,  and  probably  yet  are,  in  the 
British  Parliament.  Sir,  suppose  the  islaad  of 
Cuba  should  become  an  independent  Stale,  and 
shoitld  apply  for  admission  into  this  Union,  with 
all  her  slaves  and  foreign  habits ;  are  we  bound  to 
admit  her  ?  No  one  will  pretend  that  we  ate.  We 
should  judge  for  ourselves  whether  it  would  be  for 
our  own  good  to  receive  her :  and  1,  for  one,  should 
very  mucn  doubt  it,  under  anv  treaty  stipulations ; 
for  1  hold  the  good  old  Repuolican  doctrines  rela- 
tive to  the  treaty-makiog  power.  And  yet,  sir,  we 
might  admit  her,  because  Coogress  may  admit  new 
Slates.  Sir,  I  have  not  the  .slightest  doubt  on  the 
subject  of  out  discretionary  powers. 

The  sparse  population  now  in  Missouri  may 
not  yet  perceive  the  evils  of  slavery ;  and  may, 
therefore,  be  willing  to  indulge  in  the  dangerous 

fratificalious  which  it  affords,  until  it  is  too  late. 
o  it  was  in  South  Carolina  and  Georgia.  Those 
States  wished  for  more  slaves.  They  insisted  on 
flie  privilege  (which,  unhappily  for  themselves, 
and  the  whole  nation,  was  conceded  to  them,)  of 
importing  that  description  of  persons  for  twenty 
years  after  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitn- 
tion.  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  what  do  they  say  now  7 
16th  Con.  1st  Sesb,— 44 


Do  they  not  see  their  errorl  Nay,  do  they  not  feel 
it,  and  deplore  it  1  And  are  we  never  to  profit  by 
woful  experience  ?  Are  we  to  go  on,  wilfully,  and 
perverse,  blindfold,  in  this  fatal  career,  until  sla- 
very shall  be  extended  over  three-fourths  of  the 
republics  in  this  Confederacy  ?  I  hope  not.  I 
pray  lo  God  that  we  may  have  the  virtue  and  the 
himness  to  restrain  it-s  progress,  before  we  are  ir- 
retrievably lost  in  the  dreadful  abyss.  Some  of 
the  learned  gentlemen  of  the  bar,  who  oppose  this 
amendment,  have  exercised  their  ingenuity  in  sub- 
tle distinctions,  and  technical  rules  of  deduction, 
borrowed  from  their  profession.  They  were,  no 
doubt,  very  applicable  to  the  subject;  and,  as  far 
as  I  understand  them,  I  listened  with  pleasure — i 
hope  with  profit,  They  also  borrowed  some  of 
their  illusiratioua  from  my  profession  ;  and  there, 
I  think,  1  understood  them  better.  But,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  could  by  no  means  assent  to  tbicir  correct- 
ness, when  they  came  within  myptovincc.  I  trust 
they  were  more  correct  while  on  tneir  own  grounds. 
Genttemencumpared  the  evil  of  slavery  to  a  malig- 
nant poison;  and  they  called  upon  us  to  dilvU  it, 
by  diffusion,  in  order  to  render  it  more  tolerable. 
Sir,  it  is  a  malignant  poison,  or  rather,  1  would 
say,  it  is  a  malignant  disease  in  the  body  ]ioliiic. 
wnose  deleterious  ravages  are  extended  with  all 
the  certainty  and  inveteracy  of  specific  contagion. 
It  is  more  loathsome  than  the  small-pox  itself; 
and  its  desolating  influence  ought,  by  all  means, 
lo  be  confined  within  the  smallest  possible  limits. 
Would  you  diffuse  contagion  in  a  community,  hy 
way  of  relief  7  Would  you  disseminate  small-pox, 
with  a  view  to  dilute  its  malignity,  or  to  mitigate 
its  effects  ?  No,  sir,  that  would  be  quackery  with- 
out a  parallel  in  the  darkest  ages  of  the  profession. 
Sir,  the  immortal  ordinance  of  1787,  respecting 
the  territories  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  was  the 
grand  Jennerian  discovery  in  relation  to  the  mal- 
ady of  slavery  in  our  country  ;  and  I  trust  we 
shall  continue  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  bletsing. 
The  Congress  of  1787  introduced  a  sort  of  politi- 
cal vaccioatioQ  into  the  constitutions  of  Ohio,  In- 
diaua,  and  Illinois,  which  effectually  secured  those 
States  from  the  evil;  and  I  am  also  for  extending 
the  same  salutary  process  to  our  infant  sister,  Mis- 
Eoori.  And  why?  Is  it  to  injure  her?  Is  it  to 
mutilate  or  disfigure  her  1  No,  sir,  it  is  to  secure 
her  health,  and  to  preserve  iier  beauty!  Ml. 
Chairman,  should  you  deem  these  obeervations  to 
savor  ufduly  of  the  shop,  1  must  plead,  in  mitiga- 
tion of  your  censure,  the  precedent  set  by  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  ^reen  ^o^ia.  Much  has  been  said, 
Mr.  Chairman,  on  both  sides,  about  religion,  as 
connected  with  this  question.  I  shall  not  adduce 
religious  arguments  in  aid  of  my  opinions,  because 
I  am  well  aware  that  the  sacred  name  of  religion 
has  been  too  often  improperly  used  for  political 
purposes.  1  have,  indeed,  beard  the  benevolent 
principles  of  Christianity  urged,  wiih  unanswer- 
able force,  in  my  estimation,  against  the  further 
extension  of  this  crying  enormity ;  and  yet  I  have 
also  recenlly  seen,  with  feelings  which  I  shall  not 
attempt  lo  aescribc,  the  holy  scriptures  cited  as  au- 
thority in  favor  of  the  practice  of  holding  man- 
:  kind  aa  slaves  I    But  I  am  oot  disposed  to  mingle 
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pcdilica  with  religion.  I  am  for  keepiag  Church  | 
and  Stale  separate,  on  all  occasions.  I  cannot, 
howcTerj  help  noticing  a  remark  of  the  gentleiaait  i 
from  South  Csrolba,  (Mr.  Pcncehey.)  I  under- 1 
ctood  him  to  say,  that  alaTery  could  not  be  incon- 1 
BJstent  ■with  religion,  because  the  Deity  permits  a 
large  portion  of  the  human  race  to  be  held  iu 
bondage.  I  am  sure  the  ^Dtleman  did  not  re- 
flect on  the  extent  to  which  such  an  ar^ment 
would  go,  or  he  would  not  have  advanced  it.  Sir, 
if  that  doctrine  were  correct,  it  would  ^  to  sanc- 
tion every  evil  that  is  permitted  to  exist  in  society ; 
and  we  snould  find  little  reason  to  smil^  or  be  sur- 
pised,  at  the  quaint  determination  of  the  liberty- 
loving  fathers  and  founders  of  New  England, 
who,  we  are  told,  resolved  that  they  would  be 
governed  by  the  laws  of  God  until  they  could  en- 
act others  better  fruited  to  their  condition.  But, 
sir,  I  must  beg  leave  to  say,  that  the  reh^ion  which 
sanctifies  the  unnecessary  existence  ofslavery,  is 
not  the  religion  which  we  profess  in  Pennsyl- 

It  has  been  said,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  opposition 
to  this  amendment,  that  all  the  citizens  of  the 
Cnited  States  have  a  right  to  the  territory  west  of 
the  Mississippi,  inasmucn  as  it  was  purchased  with 


Tent 

slaves  and  other  property.  But  it  is  adntitted  that 
the  people  of  Missouri  may,  themselves,  exclude 
slavery.  Now,  if  it  be  a  rignl  which  belongs  to  a 
citizen  of  the  United  Slates,  as  such,  to  remove 
there  with  every  description  of  property,  how 
comes  it  that  his  slaves  may  be  thus  excluded? 
Can  sixty  thousand  people,  by  forming  a  State 
government  in  one  of  your  territories,  abridge  the 
rights  of  citizens  of  the  United  States?  When 
the  public  lands  are  thrown  into  the  market,  can 
these  Missourians  exclude  all  purchasers  who  wish 
to  come  there  with  their  slaves?  It  wculd  seem 
that  they  can  ;  and  this,  to  my  mind,  conclusively 
shows  that  the  right  to  carry  slaves  into  the  new 
States  is  not  a  ri^ht  of  an  United  States'  citizen, 
■3  such.  But  Bgam :  it  is  generally  conceded,  that 
Congress  may  prohibit  slaveiy  in  a  territory ;  and 
yet,  if  holding  and  carrying  slaves  were  one  of  the 
rights  of  a  citizen  as  aforesaid,  such  prohibition 
would  seem  to  be  a  more  direct  infringement  of 
that  right,  because  the  territory  is  the  common 
property  of  the  people  of  the  United  Stales.  My 
inference,  therefore,  is,  that  the  right  to  carry 
slaves  into  a  new  State,  or  territory,  is  not  a  federal 
right.  I  consider  the  right,  if  it  may  be  so  called, 
01  holding  mankind  as  slaves,  to  be  a  local  one, 
derived  from  those  State  institutions  where  slavery 
is  already  jwrmitted. 

Mr.  Chairman,  1  cannot  but  view  this  ardent 
desire  to  introduce  slavery  into  Missouri,  as  some- 
frhat  analogous  to  the  mania  for  banking,  which 
lat^y  prevailed  to  such  an  unfortunate  degree  in 
some  of  the  Stales.  A  number  of  speculators  were 
so  iniatuated  with  the  prospect  of  gain,  by  bank- 
ing, that  no  argument  coda  prevail  with  them  to 
muse,  or  to  calculate  the  dangers  of  the  scheme. 
They  persisted  in  the  delusion  until  tbey  had  well 
sigh  ruined  the  country,  and  entailed  upon  it  a 


urrency,  which  can  only  be  eradicated  tw 

a  long  period  of^  suffering  and  privation.  So  will 
it  be,  cut  with  consequences  a  thousand  fold  more 
aggravated,  if  slavery  be  permitted  in  Missouri. 
The  people  of  that  State,  or  their  posterity,  will 
find,  when  it  is  loo  late,  that,  by  yielding  to  the 
seductions  of  a  fallacious,  lemiwrBry  interest,  there 
will  be  entailed  upon  them  a  perpetual  curse — an 
evil  without  a  remedy ;  aud,  what  is  more  to  the 
purpose  of  the  present  argtmient,  an  evil  which  will 
not  merely  affect  themselves,  but  the  whole  Union. 
It  will  inipair  the  strength  and  existing  relations 
of  the  Union;  and,  therefore,  Pennsylvania  is 
deeply  interested  in  preventing  such  an  evil.  Sir, 
Pennsylvania  has  a  deep  interest  in  the  perpetuity 
of  this  Union.  Her  locality — her  territory,  stretch- 
ing from  the  Delaware  to  the  Ohio — and  partak- 
ing partly  of  the  character  of  an  Atlantic,  and 
Ertly  thai  of  a  Western  State;  her  habits,  and 
r  attachments,  all  afford  a  strong  pledge  of  her 
devotion  to  the  Union :  and  she  cannot  fail  to  be 
sensibly  alive  to  every  measure  calculated  to  affect 
the  bonds  of  our  Confederacy.  She  regards  the 
unnecessary  extension  of  slavery  in  the  new  Slates 
as  a  measure  of  that  description — as  a  most  per- 
nicious and  dangerous  measure.  It  is,  in  her  esti- 
mation, subversive  of  the  true  prineiides  of  the 
Constitution ;  incompetible  with  the  high  charac- 
ter of  our  Govemment,  and  repugnant  to  every 
dictate  of  sound  policy.  Nor  can  these  views  be 
interpreted  to  the  disparagement  of  Pennsylvania. 
Are  they  not  consistent  with  the  eternal  and  im- 
rautatle  laws  of  truth  and  justice?  Do  tbey  not 
accord  with  the  established  character  of  Pennsyl- 
vania? What  is  her  character?  Gentlemen  have 
taken  occasion  lo  eulogize  their  respective  States, 
with  great  justice  and  eloquence,  and  I  can  see  no 
reason  why  I  may  not  attempt,  in  my  humble 
style,  to  tell  the  simple,  honest  truth,  of  mine.  Is 
she  aspiring  or  ambitious?  Does  she  assume  more 
than  becomes  her  as  a  member  of  this  Union? 
The  honorable  Speaker  has  told  you,  and  told  you 
truly,  that  she  is  "  unassuming."  Is  she  not  mild, 
and  just,  and  humane,  in  her  policy  ?  Consult  faer 
institutions.  Is  she  not  Republican?  Yes,  sir, 
she  presents  lo  you,  in  her  sons,  a  phalanx  of  Re- 
publicans, whose  firmness  and  inflexible  devoti<» 
to  the  true  principles  of  liberty  may  challenge 
comparison  with  those  of  any  of  her  sisters.  Is 
she  hostile  to  her  sisters  of  the  South?  HoeHU, 
sir  !  on  the  contrary,  she  entertains  the  warmest 
affection  for  them.  She  rejoices  in  their  prosper- 
ity, and  sympathizes  with  ttkcir  adversity.  Wben 
calamities  overtake  them,  she  feels  and  she  aets  as 
becomes  her — asbecomesa  traeand  virtuousmem- 
ber  of  this  political  family.  If  proof  were  de- 
manded, 1  need  only  refer  you  to  her  proceedings 
at  this  moment,  in  relation  to  a  recent  and  dread- 
ful calamity  in  the  South,  (the  fire  at  Savannah.) 
Sit,  they  are  worthy  of  her ;  and  I  take  pleasure 
in  adding,  that,  in  the  district  from  which  1  have 
the  honor  to  come,  every  township  in  the  respect- 
able county  where  I  reside  has  a  committee  now  • 
employed  in  procuring  relief  for  the  sufferers. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  mention  not  these  things  Taunt- 
ingly; I  would  disdain  to  do  so.     It  would  be 
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the  generous  spirits  engaged  in  the 
rk.    f  notice  them  solely  to  show  that 


oftnnre 
ItttidBhle  work. 

PenttaylTania  is  anything  hot  hostile;  that  sbe 
possesses  and  cherishes  tbeftindesi  feeling  towards 
the  Soath.  Is  she  hostile  to  Southern  polities'? 
Let 'die  nnostentations  acnnls  of  her  political  ch- 
Teer  fDrnish  the  answer.  No,  sir ;  it  has  been  her 
wide  to  act  with  the  RepuHicans  of  the  Southern 
alstes.  Her  sons  hare  marched  with  them, 
shoulder  to  shoulder,  in  the  various  struggles  for 
potilieal  rights  and  national  honor  j  and,  when 
some  of  het  temporarily  misguided  sisters  hare 
been  veied  at  het  underiatine  coursCj  they  have 
pee tishly  exclaimed — "Pennsylvania  is  partial  to 
Virginia — she  ii  devoted  to  the  interests  of  the 
South!"  Sir,  those  idle  reproaches  mored  her  not. 
She  regarded  them  as  the  ehnllitions  of  vexation 
and  disappoinnnent.  Her  object  was  the  estab- 
lishment of  those  great  political  principles  in  the 
administration  of  our  Government,  which  has 
made  it  the  envy  and  the  BdmiratioD  of  the  world. 
In  every  national  contest  for  principles  or  for 
safety,  her  aid  has  been  unceasing,  her  support  in- 
variable; and,  amid  all  the  difficulties  which  the 
GtevemmenI  has  found  from  foreign  foes,  or  way- 
vard  domestic  factions,  she  has  lieen  uniformly 
known  as  "faithful  Pennsj^lvania." 

Away,  then,  with  every  insinuation  that  Penn- 
sylvania may  or  can  he  cajoled  or  influenced  on 
ttis  question,  by  the  spirit  which  erst  displayed  it- 
self at  Hartford,  or  any  other  unhallowed  spirit. 
Sir,  any  imputation  of  that  sort,  from  any  quarter 
whatever,  is  as  groundless  as  it  is  illiberal ;  and 
she  repels  it  with  scorn.  She  acts  from  the  noblest 
motive  that  can  animate  the  human  breast,  and 
from  a  clear  and   thorough  conviction   that   the 


adopt 


to  tne  welfare,  tlie  honor,  and  ibe  safety  of  the 
Republic.  The  unanimous  voice  of  her  legisla- 
tive councils  on  this  subject,  attests  her  deep  sense 
of  its  importance ;  and  f  trust  her  Representatives 
here  will  respond,  With  fidelity,  to  her  wishes. 

Mr,  Wbitkan,  of  Massachusetts,  followed,  on 
The  same  side,  and  advocated  the  restriction,  in  a 
speech  of  nearly  two  hours.  When  he  had  fin- 
ished, several  other  gentlemen  rose  ;  but  Mr.  Sim- 
kins  succeeded  in  obtaining  the  floor;  and,  on  his 
motion,  the  Committee  rose,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 

TatiMOAY,  February  17. 

The  Spb&ker  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  petitions  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  Stale  of  Indiana,  on  behalf 
of  Captain  Bigger's  company  of  Rangers,  and  of 
D&ni^  D.  Norton;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  AMnGnaoN,  from  the  Committee  on  (he 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  paying 
(o  the  Slate  of  Illinois  three-  per  cent,  of  the  net 
proceeds  arising  from  the  sates  of  the  public  lands 
within  the  same;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  hills 
ftom  this  House  of  the  ft^owtug  titles,  to  wit: 


"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ether  Shepley,  adminis- 
trator of  Thomas  Buckminster.  late  lieutenant  in 
the  33d  regiment  of  the  United  States  Infantry;" 
and  an  "  Act  for  the  relief  of  William  McDonaldv 
deceased,  late  captain  in  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,"  were  read,  and  severally  concarred  in  by 
the  House. 

TH£  MISSOURI  BILL. 


the  amendment  proposed  tbereto  by  Mr.  TayLob. 

Mr.  SiuKiNB,  of  South  Carolina,  resumed  Che 

debate,  and  spoke  more  than  an  hour  against  the 


Mr.  Demiibon,  of  Pennsylvania,  took  the  other 
side,  and  spoke  some  time  in  support  of  the  restrie- 

Mr.  Tylee,  of  Virginia,  addressed  the  Chait  as 
follows: 

Mr.  T.  ?<aid  that  he  regretted  that  the  state  of 
his  health  had  been  such  as,  heretofore,  to  have 
prevented  him  from  taking  part  in  this  debate} 
that,  although  he  had  not  entirely  recovered  fVom 
that  indisposition,  yet,  that  he  felt  himself  called 
on  by  a  sense  of  duty  Co  express  his  sentiments  on 
this  important  question;  important,  not  only  as  to 
the  actors  of  this  day;  imoortant,  not  only  as  to 
the  present  point  of  time,  but  vitally  so,  as  to  the 
permanency  of  our  political  institutions,  and,  of 
consequence,  important  to  Che  interests  of  ages  yet 
unborn.  The  day  has  not  long  passed,  said  he, 
in  which  thi.'i  country  was  diviaed  between  two 
great  parties ;  the  struggle  then  was  for  office. 
That  state  of  things  might  be  considered  as  natu- 
ral to  a  Republic.  But  party  spirit  has  almost 
entirety  disappeared.  When  at  its  greatest  height 
what  did  it  amount  to  ?  It  gave  to  you  some  un- 
easiness, it  is  true,  in  the  time  of  your  travail  and 
difficulty,  but,  under  its  infiuence,  the  country 
prospered,  and  our  most  anxious  wishes  were  con- 
summated. But  behold  now  our  situation  !  You 
have  no  longer  the  man  of  the  North  against  the 
man  of  the  North,  but  State  against  State — the 
North  and  East  against  the  South  and  West — 
one  moiety  of  this  country  arrayed  against  the 
other.  Sir,  the  republican  of  the  North  has  now 
turned  his  back  on  the  republican  of  the  South. 
I  call  on  him  to  pause ;  I  reqoire  of  him  to  re- 
member the  days  which  we  nave  seen  Cogether. 
In  times  of  great  peril  we  have  been  united  ;  diffi- 
culties have  vanished  beforeus;  and,  by  our  united 
',  the  high  destinies  of  our  common  country 
been  advanced.  Say  that  you  triumph  on 
tnis  occasion.  Over  whom  do  you  triumph?  I  . 
will  tell  you :  over  those  who  have  heretofore  been 
your  friends ;  over  those  who  waded  with  you 
through  the  perils  and  difficulties  of  your  Revo- 
lutionary struggle ;  over  men  whose  destinies  have 
been  united  with  yours  since  the  dark  period  of 
1798  and  1799 ;  whom,  since  that  period,  you  have 
met  here  as  firm  and  steadfast  friends.  Poor  is  the 
triumph — unworthy  the  trophy ! 

Sir,  said  he,  we  have  heard  much  of  excitement, 
of  irritation.  Hoir  has  it  arisen,  and  who  has 
produced  it?    Let  it  be  set  down  m  the  tablets  of 
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your  memory  tbat  il  is  the  work  of  the  North,  aod 
not  of  (he  South.  A  bill  is  reported  in  the  usual 
form  for  the  admissioo  of  a  Terrilory  as  aa  iode- 
peudcDt  State  into  this  Uaion  ;  and  the  unusual 
and  extraordinary  proposition  is  made  to  abridge 
it  in  the  exercise  of  an  essential  right.  We  have 
a  right  to  demand  tbe  reasoD  of  tais  innovation. 
Other  States  have  been  admitted  without  this  re- 
striction. Why  is  il  that  you  now  assume  to  your- 
selves the  exercise  of  this  power  7  Are  the  people 
of  Missouri  less  capable  of  adopting  measures  (^al- 
culated  to  advance  their  happiness  than  the  people 
of  the  other  States?  Who  are  they  ?  They  are 
identified  with  ourselves;  they  are  emigrants  from 
bU  the  States.  They  have  carried  witn  them  the 
Tery  principles  which  we  po^ess ;  their  stock  of 
int^igence  is  as  groat,  in  proportion  to  their  num- 
bers, as  is  to  be  found  elsewhere.  Be  sure,  then, 
that  you  have  the  right,  and  that  it  is  good  policy 
to  adopt  this  limitation  on  the  powers  of  that  peo- 
ple. If  you  doubt  as  to  either  the  right  or  ihepol- 
icfj  remember  that,  as  to  the  first,  you  cannot 
satisfy  your  consciences  by  the  exercise  of  doubt- 
ful power ;  and  that,  as  to  the  last,  to  doubt  should 
induce  you  to  abstain  from  acting.  AIL  experience 
proves  that  they  who  act  in  obedience  to  the  dic- 
tates of  a  doubtful  policy  may,  by  possibility,  be 
right,  but  that  they  are  much  more  often  wrong 
than  right. 

Oeotlemcn  have  attempted  to  show  the  Consti- 
tutional right  to  impose  this  condition,  and  in 
what  manner?  They  have  hunted  through  every 
section  of  the  Constitution ;  one  fixes  on  one  clause, 
another  on  another,  and,  by  a  course  of  ingenuity 
almoFi  intangible,  have  attempted  to  extract  this 
grand  desideratum  of  powers.  For  one,  on  such 
an  occasion,  I  not  only  require  that  you  shall  rea- 
■on  ingeniously,  but  that  you  shall  render  your 
power  clear  and  manifest  Tell  me  not  of  implied 
and  doubtful  powers  ;  against  them  I  weigh  the 
very  nature  of  our  Government,  and  the  spirit  of 
our  institutions.  They  are  founded  on  the  grral 
principle  that  man  is  capable  of  self'go  vera  men  t ; 
that  be  requires  no  foreign  aid  in  regulating  his 
domestic  concerns.  Our  Revolution  was  founded 
00  this  principle ;  England  denied  to  us  the  right 
to  legislate,  except  by  her  special  authority ;  nay, 
she  proclaimed  ine  very  principle  which  you  now 

Eroclaim  as  applicable  to  Missouri— the  right  to 
inil  you  by  her  own  system  of  legislation.  To 
this  the  American  spirit  did  not  bow.  It  went 
forth  to  (he  battle,  in  the  majesty  of  its  strength, 
and  achieved  the  victory  of  our  independence. 
But,  sir,  the  principle  which  wc  are  called  on  to 
adopt,  goes,  by  a  sightless  distance,  farther  than 
England  ever  dared  to  go.  Her  acts  of  legislation 
were  ficeting  and  ephemeral;  liable  at  all  times  to 
repeal;  but  we  are  to  legislate,  not  only  for  the 
present  day,  but  for  all  ages  to  come.  This  re- 
Etriction,  if  adopted,  is  aoalterable  and  intermina- 
ble in  iLs  duration.  No  succeeding  generation  have 
any  power  over  it.  It  coostitules  tae  very  essence 
of  the  political  existence  of  Missouri.  It  is  the 
condition  precedent,  and  must,  through  all  future 
time,  attach  to  the  estate.  Gentlemen  have  ex- 
tiltingly  read  to  us  the  Declaration  of  Indepead- 


ence.  From  it  they  have  gathered  that  which,  ai 
an  abstract  truth,  I  am  not  disposed  to  deny ;  "  IJiat 
all  men  are,  by  nature,  equally  freu,  sovereign,  and 
independent."  Can  this  proposition  admit  of  ap- 
plication to  a  state  of  society?  Does  not  its  feu- 
Jacy  meet  you  in  every  walk  of  life?  Distincltons 
will  exist.  Virtue  and  vice,  wealth  and  poverty, 
industry  and  idleness,  constitute  su  many  barriers, 
which  human  power  cannot  break  down,and  which 
will  ever  prevent  us  from  carrying  into  operation, 
in  cxteaso,  this  great  principle.  Take  this  princi- 
ple and  preach  it  up  to  the  monarchs  of  the  world ; 
will  they  descend  from  their  lof\y  eminences,  or 
raise  mankind  to  a  level  with  themselves?  No, 
sir,  the  principle,  although  lovelj^  and  beautiful, 
cannotobliterale  (hose  disiioctions  in  society  which 
society  itself  engenders  and  gives  birth  to.  Liberty 
and  equality  are  captivating  sounds ;  but  they  Of- 
ten captivate  to  destroy.  England  bad  her  Jack 
Cades  and  levellers.  Look,  I  nray  you,  to  revolu- 
tionary France.  These  were  tne  principles  of  that 
day.  Mark  the  consequences  1  Murder  and  ra- 
pine stalked  over  the  land,  and  the  guillotine,  the 
work,  too,  of  a  philanthropist  of  that  day,  was  the 
sad  monument  of  this  fallacy.  Liberty  and  equal- 
ity was  proclaimed  by  Robespierre  and  his  asso- 
ciate^ at  the  very  moment  that  they  were  enrich- 
ing the  fields  of  France  with  the  blood  of  her 
citizens.  Nor  was  the  doctrine  confined  to  polit- 
ical institutions,  but,  advanciog  with  a  daring 
step,  fought  even  witn  the  Creator,  and  mocked  at 
the  immutable  truth  of  religion. 

Turn  your  eyes  also  to  South  America.  The 
tlirone  of  the  iocas  was  washed  from  under  them 
by  the  tide  which  flowed  in  from  Spain.  The 
native  of  the  forest  was  deprived  of  his  freedom, 
and  made  to  toil  for  his  new  master.  Then,  too, 
sprung  up  a  philanthropist,  who  claimed  for  the 
Indian  an  equal  rank  in  creation  with  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Spain.  His  claim  was  admitted,  and 
Africa  mourned  over  the  mistake,  and  her  deepest 
curees  may  stiil  be  uttered  against  the  memory  of 
Las  Casas.  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  although  1  do 
not  believe  that  this  principle  of  equality  can  be 
applied  to  man  in  ecferuo,  yet  I  love  it,  and  admire 
il  as  an  abstract  truth,  and  will  carry  it  into  opera- 
tion whensoever  I  can ;  and,  sir,  I  call  on  gentle- 
men to  lend  me  their  aid  in  the  present  instance. 
If  we  cannot  raise  (he  black  man  up  to  the  level 
with  the  white — and  that  we  have  not  the  consti- 
tutional power  to  do  so  none  here  have  denied — 
let  us  raise,  at  least,  the  white  man  up  to  this  level. 
Extend  an  equality  of  rights  to  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri. Place  them  upon  a  fooling  wiibihe  people 
of  New  York,  Connecticut,  and  of  the  other  States. 
What  are  the  rights  of  the  people  of  Connecticut 
and  the  other  States?  They  have  tiie  right  to 
alter,  (o  amend,  to  abolish  their  constitutions. 
Connecticut  has  lately  done  so.  Will  you  deny 
to  the  people  of  Missouri  ibis  right?  You  say  to 
the  people  of  New  York,  alter  your  constitution  as 
you  see  fit  in  all  its  parts.  Will  you  say  in  the 
same  breath  to  the  people  of  Missouri,  you  shall 
not  exercise  thii  right  in  regard  to  your  constitu- 
tion? Isthis  yourboastedeqoality?  Ifitbe,8ir. 
"  1  will  have  none  of  it."    It  is  base  coin,  and  will 
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not  pass  cnnrent.  This  is  said,  too,  to  be  a  paren- 
tal carefor  Mixsoari.  I  am  pleased  with  plain  and 
simple  illustrations :  would  a  father  act  in  the  way 
in  which  you  propose  to  act?  His  cbild  haa  at- 
tained the  age  of  twentj-one ;  hy  the  laws  of  so- 
ciety tliat  child  is  entitled  to  an  equality  of  rights 
wiln  himself;  and  what  would  you  think  of^the 
parent  who  should  say  to  the  child,  "  Sir,  you  are 
now  a  man,  bot  you  shall  not  exercise  the  rights 
of  a  man,  exegd  upon  condUUma?"  Would  the 
child  submit?  Would  a  kind  parent  hold  such 
language  ?  No,  he  would  resoit  to  advice;  would 
adopt  the  course  which  is  recommended  by  the 
gentleman  from  Connecticut,  (Mr.  Foot,)  in  a 
resolution  which  he  has  presented.  If  he  pursued 
(toy  other,  he  would  be  pronounced  arbitrary  and' 
cruel.  Let  us  avoid  such  an  imputation.  Missouri 
ia  now  full  grown ;  this,  your  offspring,  has  attain- 
ed full  age;  attempt  no  longer  to  trammel  her; 
let  her  set  up  for  herself,  and,  although  you  may 
advise  her,  do  not  attempt  to  force  her.  Sir,  she 
will  itot,  and  ought  not,  submit  to  force ;  she  would 
disgrace  her  parent  stock  if  she  did  so.  The  proud 
Roman  spirit  which  inhabits  every  portion  of  this 
country,  spurns  control.  Would  you  humble  tifis 
spirit  if  you  could?  If  you  would,  you  cannot  do 
it ;  but  if  yon  could,  your  country  would  have  no 
cause  to  thank  you  for  so  doing. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Sbh- 
GBANT,)  who  addressed  us  some  days  since,  has 
attempted  a  distinction  between  the  old  and  new 
States ;  and,  in  the  first  place,  he  tells  as  that  the 
old  States  are  creators  of  the  Constitution,  and 
that  the  new  States  are  its  creatures.  Where 
would  this  argument  stop?  Would  it  not  apply 
with  equal  force  to  the  last  and  present  generation, 
Bs  to  the  old  and  new  States?  And  yet  the  gen- 
tleman would  scarcely  contend  that  one  generation 
of  men  were  possessed  rightfully  of  more  political 
power  than  another.  Are  not  our  rights  tne  same 
as  those  of  our  predecessors,  althoueh  thep  origi- 
nated the  very  Constitution  under  which  they  are 
now  assembled  ?  But,  sir,  this  Constitnlion  is  the 
creature  also  of  the  new  States.  They  support  it 
by  their  influence:  they,  equally  with  the  old 
Slates,  have  the  power  to  amend,  to  alter,  to  abol- 
ish it.  The  creature,  then,  ia  armed  with  power 
over  the  creator.    The  answer  to  the  argument 

eoves  its  fallacy.  Goveipment,  whenever  it  may 
;ve  originated,  by  whomsoever  created,  receives 
from  each  succeeding  generation  of  men  a  new 
being ;  not  by  an  open  and  express  actj  but  by  im- 
plication. Ifit  remains  unaltered,  it  is  owing  to 
,the  implied  assent  which  is  given  to  it  by  the  com- 
munity on  whom  it  operates.  So,  sir,  this  Con- 
stitution is  but  the  creature  of  the  new  States  as 
well  as  the  old,  liable  to  their  amendments,  and 
continued  only  as  the  creature  of  the  common  will. 
But  the  same  genUeman  tells  us  that  we  have  an 
interest  in  the  soil  of  the  new  States  which  we 
have  not  in  the  old.  That  we  have  more  soil  in 
the  new  States  than  the  old,  is  certainly  true.  But 
the  powers  of  this  Government  over  its  dock-yards, 
arsenals,  depots,  &e.  in  the  old  States,  are  equally 
great,  if  not  much  greater,  than  itsjiowers  over 
its  imdispos«d-of  territory  in  the  new  States.   Nay, 


by  the  Constitution  itself,  your  power  is  absolute 
over  the  property  in  the  old  States,  whereas  it  is 
but  limited  in  regard  to  that  in  the  new.     In  regard 

the  last,  you  are  limited  to  "  needful  rul«s/'  to 
enable  you  to  sell  or  dispose  of  it ;  in  regard  to  the 
other,  you  are  almost  unlimited  in  your  power. 
There  IS  nothing,  then,  in  these  distinctions;  they 
are  hut  imaginary.  All  the  States  are  equal  in 
political  rights.     The  member  who  shall  come 

jm  Missouri  will  be  invested  with  equal  rights 

ith  a  member  coming  from  New  York. 

The  honorable  memDCT  from  Pennsylvania  has 
imagined,  that  he  has  found  the  right  to  impose 
this  condition  on  Missouri  in  the  supposed  right  to 
make  a  compact  with  a  State,  or  with  the  people 
of  a  territory.  I  will  not  stop  to  inquire  into  the 
full  extent  of  this  rigbt.  For  the  sake  of  the  argu- 
ment let  it  be  admitted  that  this  right  does  not 
exist  in  Congress;  yet  what  docs  it  prove?  In 
my  opinion,  nothing.  What  will  the  gentleman 
do  with  the  treaty  of  1S03  ?  By  that  treaty  we 
have  stipulated,  that  "inhabitants  of  the  ceded 
territorysball  be  admitted  into  the  Union  as  soon  a* 
possible."  The  right  to  admission  then,  on  the  part 
ofMissouri,ia  perfect,  is  absolute.  Can  yDU,inany 
manner,  destroy  this  perfect  right  ?  Can  you, 
by  the  right  which  you  have  to  enter  into  a  com- 
pact, destroy  a  perfect  right,  on  the  part  of  Mis- 

',,  to  admission?    No,  sir.    She  has  a  right  to 

ittance;  you  cannot  ^insay  it,  nor  can  yon 
destroy  it.  Let  her  come  into  the  Union,  and  then 
wOl  inquire  whether  you  can  enter  into  a  con- 
:t  for  political  power.  She  will  then  be  a  free 
agent,  no  longer  in  duress.  The  compact  which 
you  then  make  may  be  obligatory  on  ner.  Sir,  I 
cannot  withhold  the  expression  of  some  astonish- 
ment at  a  remark  made  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man. He  told  us  that,  sooner  than  admit  Missouri, 
without  restriction,  he  would  narrow  her  boun- 
daries ;  nay,  that  he  would  cut  her  in  twain ;  that 
he  would  divide  her  into  two  small  Slates;  but 
that,  if  she  accepted  this  condition,  he  had  no  ob- 
jection to  her  present  boundaries.  What  fanguage 
is  this  to  hold  to  Missouri?  Excitement  enough 
already  prevails  among  her  inhabitants,  and  this 
declaration,  instead  of  appeasing,  is  calculated  to 
swell  it  to  a  flood.  Yon  have  given  her  every  as- 
surance that  she  should  be  admitted  with  her  pres- 
ent limits.  Last  year  you  carved  out  from  her 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas ;  you  marked  out  her 
limits }  you  neld  out  to  her  every  reason  to  beHeve 
that  she  should  come  in  as  one  and  indivisible ;  and 
nowwhat  language  Is  held  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  ?  These  fond  hopes  are  to  beconw 
illasory.  These  anticipations  were  calculated  but 
to  deceive.  Your  right  arm  shall  be  lopped  off 
frorii  your  body — your  family  compact  be  broken 
np,  unless  you  yield  to  a  dictatorial  policy,  and 
throw  yourself  at  the  foot  of  Congress,  bound 
and  fettered.  Does  this  comport  with  magnaoi- 
mous  policy  1  Believe  me,  it  does  not.  No,  sir, 
let  us  resort  to  different  means.  Extend  the  great 
engine  of  redress.  This  will  secure  to  you  the  af- 
fections of  the  people— that  engine  that  tyrants 
know  nothing  of—that  a  parental  government 
only  applies.    Use  it,  and  the  storm  will  be  ap- 
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peued ;  bU  ^riU  agaio  be  htmnonf  and  peace. 
Tile  same  geatleman  has  told  us  of  the  ooliga- 
tiooa  under  nliieli  his  State  labors.  We  have  had 
teadtousheractofemaiicipaticiii,  Shehascatueto 
be  proad  of  that  act.  It  has  raised  to  her  a  moo- 
ument  of  imperishable  glory.  But,  suppose  Penn- 
S^lvania  in  the  attitude  of  Missouri — reverse  the 
picture:  PennsylTania  is  asking  admittance  into 
the  Union ;  ana  suppo.'ie  she  should  be  totd,  "  the 
slaveholdinK  States  hare  now  the  majority,  and 
you  cannot  De  admitted  as  a  member  of  this  Coa- 
federacj],  unless  you  will  repeal  this  your  act.  and 
permit  mroluntary  servitude."  What  would  be 
Her  course?  Would  she  not  spurn  us  and  oat 
[vopositions  ?  Nay,  would  she  not  dasfa,  them  in 
OUT  teeth?  What  more  she  would  do,  it  is  not 
for  me  to  say.  She  would  demand  for  herself  the 
right  todecide  for  herself.  But  now  that  she  can- 
not be  controlled,  will  she  overleap  the  pFiDciples, 
which,  under  other  circumstances,  would  actuate 
her  1  Not  satisEed  with  legislating  for  herself. 
shall  she  rentiire  to  kgislate  for  others  1  I  still 
hope  not.    1  do  still  hope  that  we  shall  do  equal 


unto  us."  And  can  there  be  a  more  conclusive 
argameni  against  the  right  to  exercise  this  poy/er 
than  the  casEwhich  I  hare  supposed  7  ThisCon- 
slitution  was  not  made  for  a  day ;  not  is  it  com- 
posed of  sncb  fieiible  materials  as  to  be  warped  to 
the  purposes  of  a  casually  ascendant  influence. 
Under  the  arguments  of  gentlemen,  this^  however, 
is  not  its  character.  If^tbe  slaveholding  Slates 
have  the  majority  here,  they  may  annex  conditions 
on  new  States  the  reverse  of  that  now  attempted, 
and  such  conditions  would  be  abrogated  by  a  ma- 
jority of  a  different  description.  In  this  contest 
for  power,  countenanced,  as  has  been  urged,  by  the 
Constilution,  what  becomes  of  the  right*  of  the 
'-''"'■■'""*-  -f  the  territories?     I  takr  ~   —  " 


le  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  from  such 
gross  inconsistencies.  They  proclaimed  the  doc- 
trine, that  man  had  a  ri^hl  to  establish  such  gov- 
ernment as  best  suited  his  own  ideas  of  happiness ; 
and  they  would  have  overthrown  that  very  propo- 
sition, ii  they  had  aimed  Congress  with  the  power 
of  making  constitnlioos  for  the  new  communities, 
which,  they  obviously  perceived,  would  spring  up 
within  our  territorial  limits. 

The  gentleman  from  PennFylvania  (Mr.  Ser- 
obaht)  has  inquired,  Is  the  right  to  hold  persons 
in  bondage  essential  to  sovereignty  ?  I  answer 
this  question  by  asking  others.  £  the  trial  by  jury 
essential  to  sovereigrity  ?  Is  the  habeas  corpus, 
are  Parliament  and  Congress,  essentially  necessary 
to  constitute  a  State  soveteign  ?  No  one  doubts 
the  sovereignty  of  Russia,  or  oT  the  Ottoman  Porte 
and  yet,  no  trial  by  jury,  no  habeas  corpus  act,  ni 
Parluments  or  Congresses,  are  knowa  to  these  em 
pires.    A  State  can  be  sovereign,  and  yet  all  the 

Kwer  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  a  sinxle  despot. 
what,  then,  does  sovereignty  eon^st?  In  noth- 
ing but  the  right  to  decide  whether  there  shall  oi 
shall  not  exist  this  or  that  municipal  regulation. 
Deny  to  an  empire  the  volition  of  deciding  for  it- 
fldf  any  question  of  local  policy,  and  you  neces 


sarily,  so  far  as  the  prohibition  extends,  deprive  it 
of  its  sovereignty.  The  State  nutft  be  left  crao- 
plete  volition,  or  otherwise  it  is  a  misuse,  not  to 
say  abuse,  of  terms,  to  call  it  sovereign.  So,  sir, 
if  this  restriction  prevail,  you  may  call  Missouti 
what  else  ^ouplease,butshieis  not  sovereign.  If  she 
accepts  this  cooditton,  she  may  be  the  menial  9[ 
the  other  States,  but  she  is  neither  equal  to  them, 
nor,  like  them,  sovereign.  Sir,  the  same  gentle- 
man has  urged  that  the  principles  of  our  Oov- 
einment  are  ouKised  to  slavery.  And  one  reasoa 
which  has  led  him  to  the  adoption  of  this  opinion  ii, 
that  the  word  "  skve"  is  nowhere  used  in  the 
Constitution.  This  is  a  broad  proposition,  and,  if 
true,  none  of  us  in  the  Union  have  any  se^uity 
for  any  article  of  our  property.  Is  any  other  sort 
of  property  mentioned,  in  totidtm  verbis,  is  the  in- 
strument 7  And,  if  this  argument  of  the  gentle- 
man bepossessedof  any  force,  where  shall  we  look 
for  security?  Sir,  although  it  would  be  ratbei*' 
unreasonable  to  suppose  that  a  constitution  should 
guaranty  articles  of  property  by  name  to  thoie 
who  lived  under  it,  yet,  so  far  as  was  deemed  ne- 
cessary,  our  slaves  are  guarantied  to  us  in  that 
clause  which  requires  persons,  held  to  service  in 
one  Staleandescapineintoanother,  to  be  delivered 
up  to  the  master.  When,  then,  gentlemen  Iroa 
the  North  proclaim  their  doctrine,  let  them  not 
forget  themselves.  Rail  at  slavery  as  niuck  as 
you  please ;  I  point  you  to  the  Constitution,  and 
say  to  you,  that  you  have  not  only  acknowledged 
our  right  to  this  species  of  property,  but  that  you 
have gonemuch further, and  havebound  younelves 
to  rivet  the  chains  of  the  slave.  You  not  imly 
have  consented  to  tolerate  it,  but  more — when  the 
Victim  has  fled  to  you  for  protection  and  counte- 
nance, you  have  agreed  to  deliver  him  over  to  his/' 
bondage.  Those  who  framed  this  Constitution 
were  sound  practical  men.  They  were  not  led 
away  by  idle  theories.  They  knew  bow  to  esti- 
mate the  slaveholding  States.  We  had  just  then 
emerged  from  an  arduous  struggle  for  freedom,  in 
which,  without  union  among  the  whole,  no  part 
could  have  succeeded.  Eacli  made  sacrifices  to 
the  good  of  the  whole,  and  we  have  experienced 
the  happy  result  of  such  sacrifices.  But,  can  it  be 
credited  that  the  slaveholding  States  ever  would 
have  become  parties  to  this  compact,  if  they  had 
not  supposed  themselves  .secured  in  this  species 
of  property  ?  Thus  to  pronounce,  would  be  to 
overlook  that  great  and  almost  exclusive  motive 
to  human  action,  self-interest. 

Gentlemen,  abandoning  the  grounds  taken  by 
tbem  in  the  opening  of  this  debate,  rely  wholly  on 
the  article  in  the  Constitution  which  devolves  on 
Congress  the  right  to  admit  new  States.  On  this 
point  I  shall  not  dwell.  I  only  rei^uire  of  them  to 
read  the  whole  clause,  and  they  will  find  that  the 
admission  must  be  into  "this  Union."  You  have 
already  been  told,  by  the  member  from  Kaitucky, 
(Mr.  Clay,)  that  ''this  Union"  is  made  up  of 
equal  contributions  of  power  by  all  the  States; 
and  the  inference  would,  ther^ore,  seem  irresisti- 
ble, that  no  more  than  a  similar  contribution  of 
power  could  be  required  of  States  who  have  been, 
or  may  hereafter  be,  admitted.    Qmnl  me  yooi 
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iir,  while  I  add  one  otlier  consideration, 
wbicli,  Xo  my  mind,  is  conclusire.  You  liave  but 
one  mode  n  acquirii^  power  constilut  too  ally, 
and  that  is.  by  amendments  adopted  by  three- 
foniths  of  tiie  States.  Now,  if  you  cqn  impose 
conditions  on  new  Swes,  this  remaik  is  no  longer 
tiue.  Take  the  very  c&se  befgre  you :  Missouri 
accepts  your  condition,  and,  at  a  future  day,  thinks 
proper  to  repeal  this  clause  in  hei  constitution  ia- 
Libiting  tbe  introduction  of  slaves  j  a  m»a  from 
Louisiana  mores  into  that  Slate  with  hisslaTes, 
and,  immediately  on  getting  there,  the  slaves  apply 
for  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  In  the  States  now 
ezieting,  such  a  controTersy,  as  well  as  all  con- 
troversies arising  between  citizens  of  the  Slate, 
are  tried  before  tbe  tribunals  of  the  State.  Not  so 
in  Missouri.  The  arm  of  your  judiciary  would  be 
extended  between  the  master  and  slave.  You 
have,  then,  added  to  the  powers  of  one  great  de- 
partment of  your  Government,  not  in  the  Constj- 
tuiioaal  mode,  but  by  your  compact  with  Missou(i. 
Can  you  do  so  7  If  there  be  any  land-maiks  to 
guide  us,  or  boundaries  to  our  power,  you  cauDol. 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Whit- 
man,) who,  with  great  liberality,  and  much  can- 
dor, addressed  us  oa  yesterday,  asks  whether  we 
diall  be  presumed  to  be  held  to  admit  a  new  State 
without  knowing  aught  of  its  internal  police! 
To  this  I  unhesiiatingly  answer  in  the  negative. 
Our  right  is  absolute  to  admit  01  refuse;  but  we 
may  exercise  this  right  at  any  time.  Is  this  case 
we  have  exercised  it  under  the  treaty  of  cession; 
nor  did  we  do  so  heedlessly.  Missouri  was  «.t 
that  day  a  wilderness ;  and  when  we  agreed  that 
the  whole  of  the  country  ceded  by  France  should 
be  admitted  into  the  Union,  "  as  soon  as  possible," 
we  foresaw,  what  has  actually  occurred,  that  this 
territory  would  be  settled  by  citizens  of  ine  United 
Slates.  We  then  encountered  do  danger,  nor 
should  we  now,  by  carrying  into  effect  the  stipu- 
lations of  the  treaty.  But  he  contends  that  the 
treaty  is  not  binding  on  us  so  ,as  to  coi^kI  us  to 
admit  3  new  State ;  that,  if  it  be  so,  the  President 
and  Senate  might,  by  treaty,  compel  us  to  admit 
Si.  Dotaipgo,  or  any  other  Power,  as  a  confeder- 
ate in  this  Union.  This  argument  only  proves 
the  control  which  this  House  has  over  the  treaty- 
making  power,  and  I  readily  concede  that  we  are 
not  bound  by  any  treaty  to  which  we  have  not 
assented.  But  lo  the  treaty  of  1803  we  have 
assented  in  a  variety  of  ways.  This  House  voted 
money  to  carry  it  i|ito  effect ;  authorized  the  Presi- 
dent lo  take  possession  of  the  country ;  opened 
land  offices;  established  territorial  governments; 
and,  if  acts  can  be  iptecpreted  to  mean  any  thing, 
ratified  and  confirmed  (he  treaty.  It  is  loo  late, 
therefore,  for  gentlemen  lo  urge  such  considera- 
tions. We  have  exercised  our  volition;  our  faith 
ia  pledged.  If  the  faith  of  an  individual  was  thus 
jJedged,  and  he  did  not  redeem  his  pledges~bul, 
sir,  I  will  say  no  more — the  intetence  must  be 
obvious  to  all. 

We  are  threatened^  too,  with  the  curses  of  Mis- 
souri, if  we  do  not  impose  this  restriction.  For 
one,  1  never  was  disposed  to  heap  curses  on  the 
head  of  anoiher,  because,  left  a  free  ageat,  I  might 


have  involved  myself  in  evil.  Missouri  has  to  de- 
,  eide  for  herself.  The  evils,  if  any  arise,  will  be 
,  the  offspring  of  her  own  act,  and  she  cannot  blame 
'  us.  Sir,  we  have  heard  much  of  the  evils  of 
slavery :  its  evils  have  been  exhibited  in  the  most 
glowing  colors.  Wilh  due  deference  Co  gentle- 
men, 1  think  their  remarks  on  this  subject  would 
answer  a  better  purpose  if  addressed  lo  Missouxi) 
assembled  in  convention,  than  addressed  to  us. 
The  people  of  this  Territory  have  "  the  bane  and 
antidote  both  before  them.  Let  gentlemen  deliv- 
er their  speeches  against  slavery  there;  let  thaoa 
there  tend  their  pamphlets.  If  they  have  on  the 
minds  of  the  people  to  whom  they  should  be  prop- 
erly addressed  their  desired  effect,  we  shall  suWtt. 
Yes,  sir^  if  Missouri,  in  the  exercise  of  her  iiigh  attri- 
bute of  sovereignty,  shall  speak  the  language  of 
emancipation  to  those  who  are  in  bondage  within 
her  boiders,  we  shall  be  satis6^.  It  is  the  princi- 
ple alone  for  which  we  contend,  and  for  it  we  shall 
persist  in  contending,  "to  the  last  syllable  of  re- 
corded time."  Nor  c^in  I  yield  to  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  ^Mr.  Wuitmin,}  that  those 
who  support  this  restriction  are  the  only  friends  to 
Missouri.  I  think  (ifl  may  heallowed  so  to  express 
myself)  that  gentlemen  have  a  bad  way  of  show- 
ing iheir  friendship.  You  may  lake  up  a  ma^i 
who  is  walking  the  streets,  going  in  pursuit  of  his 
ordinary  business,  and  throw  bim  into  irons,  for 
fear  lesi  he  should  fall  into  a  gulf  in  the  course  of 
his  walk,  and  then  proclaim  yourself  bis  friend ! 
He  would  have  a  right  to  answer  as  Missouri  will 
on  this  occasion.  He  will  tell  you,  "  I  am  well 
awaie  of  what  I  am  about ;  I  see  the  whole  ground 
as  well  as  yourself;  and  it  would  be  as  reasona- 
ble for  me  to  throw  you  into  chains,  to  prevent 
you  from  doiog  yourself  an  injury,  as  that  you 
should  arrogate  this  power  over  me."  I  shall  add 
no  more  to  the  inquiry  growinz  out  of  the  consti- 
tulionality  of  Uiis  measure.  Enough  has  already 
be^i  said]  and  Iwill  not  consume  your  lime  HIUI&' 
cessarily.  My  mind  is  irresistibly  drawn  to  the 
conclusion  ihat,  if  we  adopt  thi^  amendment,  we 
shall  be  guilty  of  an  unwarranted  and  most  mani- 
fest usurpation  of  power. 

But,  even  if  we  were  invested  with  the  Consti- 
tutional power  lo  impose  this  restriction,  yet  to  do 
so  would  be  unjust  and  impolitic.  This  Territory 
has  been  purchased  out  of  the  common  purse ;  the 
South  and  the  North  have  contributed  alike.  We 
are  then  joint  tenants  in  the  estate,  and,  without 
doing  an  act  of  gross  injustice  fou  cannot  oust  us 
of  our  right  to  an  equal  participation  with  youi~ 
selves  in  all  its  benefits.  But  the  injustice  of 
the  measure  is  still  more  manifest  in  reference  to 
individuals  from  the  South  who  have  made  pur- 
chases of  land  with  a  view  of  settlement.  You 
opened  this  country  lo  bidders  from  all  the  Slates. 
The  planter  from  the  South  entered  the  market; 
and  now,  when  he  is  in  the  very  act  of  moving 
on  the  estate  thus  acquired.  Congress  announces  iis 
determination  to  prevent  nis  completing  the  very 
object  of  his  purchase,  by  preventing  him  from 
carrying  with  him  his  laborers !  Is  this  just  1  Will 
you  not  have  "  pattered  with  him  in  a  double 
sense'?"     Nay,  he  derived  assurances  from  the 
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treatf ;  and  Dot  only  so,  bat  from  the  fact  of  Lou- 
isiana having  been  admiUed  unresiricied,  that  lie 
should  experience  do  interruption  ia  executing  his 
purpose.  Such  a  course  does  not  coiuport  with 
propriety  and  justice.  Qeutlemen  should  have 
issued  their  proclamation  before  the  Territory  was 
settled — a  course  however  which,  even  in  regard 
to  an  unsettled  territory,  1  should  deny  to  be  Con- 
Btitutional— and  distinctly  announced  their  viewa 
and  iuteuttons,  and  then  men  would  hare  acted 
with  their  eyes  open.  This  usurpation  then  would 
'at  least  have  been  attended  with  the  semblance 
of  justice;  but  now,  when  you  have  invited  pur- 
chasers, to  draw  a  line  of  distinction  between  them, 
cannot  be  any  other  than  unjust  and,  I  was  about 
to  add,  grossly  unjust.  I  might  rest  satisfied  here, 
and  avoid  any  further  remarks  oa  the  policy  of 
this  measure ;  for,  if  it  comport  not  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  justice,  an  American  Legislature  surely 
will  not  entertain  it.  But  its  impolicy  is  rendered 
manifest  by  many  other  considerations.  We  come 
here  to  legislate  for  the  Union.  One  moiety  of 
the  Union  is  deeply  interested  in  opposing  this 
Tcstriction.  Slavery  has  been  represented  on  all 
hands  as. a  dark  cloud,  and  the  candor  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Whitatan)  drove 
bim  to  the  admiuion  that  it  would  be  well  to 
disperse  this  cloud.  In  this  sentiment,  I  entirely 
concur^ith  him.  Howcan  you  otherwise  disarm 
hi  Will  you  suSer  it  to  increase  in  its  darkness 
over  a  particular  portion  of  this  land  until  its 
horrors  shall  burst  upon  it?  Will  you  permit  the 
liehlnings  of  its  wrath  to  break  upon  Ine  South, 
when,  by  the  interposition  of  a  wise  system  of 
l^slaiton,  you  may  reduce  it  to  a  summer's  cloud  1 
How  is  the  North  interested  in  pursuing  such  a 
coursel  The  man  of  the  North  is  far  removed 
from  its  influence:  he  may  smile,  and  experience 
no  disquietude.  But,  exclude  this  property  from 
Missouri,  by  the  exercise  of  an  arbitrary  power; 
shut  it  out  from  the  Territories ;  and  1  maintain 
that  you  do  not  consult  the  interests  of  this  Union. 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  also  con- 
ceded that  for  which  we  contend — that,  by  diffus- 
ing this  population  extensively,  you 
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it,  notbme  out  the  paucity  of  the  numbers 
slaves.  That  which  it  would  have  been  criminal 
in  those  States  not  to  have  done,  would  be  an  act 
of  political  suicide  in  Georgia  or  South  Carolina  to 
do.  By  this  dispersion  you  also  ameliorate  the  con- 
dition of  the  black  man ;  for  I  appeal  to  gentlemen 
who  come  from  the  South  to  say,  whether  the  bet- 
tering of  the  condition  of  the  slave  has  not  been  ow- 
ing to  the  increased  demand  for  his  labor'?  This 
increased  demand  has  made  it  the  interest  of  the 
master,  independent  of  other  considerations,  to  be 
more  tender  in  his  treatment  to  his  dependants. 
These  considerations  and  concessions  on  the  part 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  had  led  me 
to  hope  that  his  conclusions  also  would  have  cor- 
responded with  my  own;  but  unfortunately  he 
saw,  or  fancied  he  saw,  humanity  nrging  him  to 
the  extinguishment  of  the  African  slave  trade. 


?ospects  of  emancipation.  What  enabled  Nev 
ork,  Pennsylvania,  and  other  States,  to  adop 
the  laniruase  of  universal  emancipation.  Rely  oi 
■■       ■''  ^      -  -      -  ■  '    rsoftliei 


Some  slaves  have  certainly  been  smuggled  into 
the  State  of  Georgia,  and  possibly  into  Louisiana,' 
in  opposition  to  our  laws.  The  number  has  not 
been  accurately  ascertained.  The  Speaker  placed 
us  in  possession  of  information  which  limits  the 
number  to  something  upwards  of  four  hundred 
in  the  last  ten  years.  This  estimate  may  be  too 
small.  Be  that  as  it  may,  the  feelings  and  senti- 
ments of  all  honorable  men  must  be  opposed  to 
that  horrid  traffic.  We,  sir,  will  go  to  almost  any 
extremity  to  put  an  end  to  it.  But.  what  did  Ihe 
gentleman  concede?  He  told  us  that  he  limited 
his  views,  as  a  politician,  to  the  period  of  one  hun- 
dred years,  and  thai  the  demand  for  slaves  in  the 
country  in  which  slavery  now  existed,  would  not 
fully  be  satisfied  for  that  period.  Even  then,  if 
this  restriction  on  Missouri  prevailed,  and  you  do 
not  abolish  this  trade  by  a  bold  legislation,  it  will 
measureably  continue  for  one  hundred  years.  But 
Ihe  gentleman  contends  that,  by  opening  Missouri, 
you  open  a  new  market,  and  thereby  increase  the 
price  of  this  property,  and  that  additional  tempta- 
tions to  smuggling  will  be  the  necessary  conse- 
quence. Now  let  it  be  remembered,  that  smug- 
gling can  only  take  nlace  on  the  seaboard,  and 
that  Missouri  is  an  inland  Slate.  In  addition  to 
this,  cast  your  e)[c  on  the  map,  and  you  will  find 
that  Missouri  is  in  the  same,  or  nearly  the  samcL 
latitude  with  Virginia ;  a  small  portion  of  it,  if 
any,  is  a  collon  country.  The  products  of  its  soil 
are  the  same  with  those  in  Virginia.  Now,  sir, 
no  instance  falls  within  my  recoUectiou  of  slaves 
being  brought  from  abroad  into  Viiginia — and 
why  7  For  the  obvious  reason,  if  for  none  othtf, 
that  a  belter  market  is  opened  for  them  in  the  col- 
ton  country.  That  rich  staple  of  the  most  South- 
ern State  has,  for  many  years,  as  was  well  ob- 
served by  the  Speaker,  regulated  theprice  of  slave*. 
There  has  been  a  constant  drain  (ram  Virginia; 
DO  demand  exists  for  them  there,  of  any  great  eotl- 
sequence.  Our  corn  sells  fur  little  or  nothing ; 
OUT  flour  commands  no  price ;  and  our  tobacco, 
which,  like  cotton  now,  formerly  regulated  the 
price  of  labor,  rots  in  our  warehouses.  Open  Mis- 
souri then,  and  you  do  not,  by  so  doing,  enhance 
the  price  of  Ihe  slave.  The  great  body  of  those 
who  go  to  that  State  will  be  farmers  of  the  South, 
who  will  carry  with  them  their  while  and  black 
families,  with  a  view  of  permanent  settlement.  I 
still  entertain  the  hope  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  tiat 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  will  be  con- 
vinced that  he  was  mistaken  in  the  view  which 
he  was  induced  to  take  of  this  subject.  A  mo- 
ment's reflection  will  also  convince  us  that  we  do 
not,  by  extending  this  population,  add  to  their 
numbers  by  any  ordinary  means.  The  great  rule 
which  controls  the  progress  of  the  multiplication 
of  the  human  species,  and  accelerates  it,  will 

XUy  apply  for  the  next  century,  if  no  longer, 
Lher  Missouri  throw  open  her  gates  or  not 
The  means  of  subsistence  are  abundant  in  the  pre- 
sent slavehotding  country,  and  will  continue  to 
increase  with  an  mcrease  of  population.  You  sub- 
serve then  the  purposes  of  bumanily  by  voting 
down  this  amendment  to  the  bill  oa  your  table — 
you  advance  the  intetest,  and  secure  the  safety  of 
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one-hslfoftbisexIeDded  Republic;  you  ameliorate 
the  condition  of  the  slave,  and  fou  add  much  to 
the  prospects  of  emaacipatioD  and  the  total  ei- 
tinctioD  of  slaTery. 

What  will  be  the  consequences,  if  you  persist 
in  this  measure'?  A  sectional  feding  is  already 
generated ;  a.  geographic  tine  is  drawn.  Tel!  me 
not  of  that  poficy  which  shall  divide  the  people  of 


to  be  most  cautiously  avoided — sir,  it  is  the  grearest 
of  all  dangers  to  the  union  of  these  States.  Take  not 
my  poor  word  for  it.  Nay,  disregard  the  admoni- 
tions of  him  who  has  sooflen  been  called  the  Father 
of  hi«  Country.  Forget  the  valedictory  address  of 
Washiwotdn.  But  can  you^  or  will  you,  close 
your  eyea  to  the  lights  of  experience?  Remember 
ancient  Rome:  she  conquered  mighty  Powers; 
the  world  obeyed  her  nod  ;  bat  she,  in  the  end,  con- 
quered herself.  The  people  divided  among  them- 
selves, and  these  divisions  ted  to  tlie  erection  of 
the  Throne  of  the  CtEsara  over  her  prostrate  liberty. 
So,  loo,  with  the  Grecian  republics :  united  Greece 
stood  up  successfully  against  the  mighty  power 
of  Xerxes;  and  the  ralfof  Leonidas  was  but  the 
precursor  of  the  glory  achieved  at  Marathon  and 
Platsa.  Bnl  Sparta  wished  to  domineer  over 
Athens,  and  their  intestine  feuds  opened  the  chan- 
nel to  that  flood  of  vandalism  which  deluged 
Greece,and  obliterated  all  trace  of  freedom.  Such, 
too,  WBfl  the  fate  of  the  Achaian  league.  I  beaefch 
gentlemen  then  to  pause,  lest  they  produce  a  simi- 
ur  division  of  sentiment  in  tliis  happy  land.  What 
else  can  retard  out  onward  march  1  What  were 
you  fifty  years  agol  By  Europe  we  were  esteemed 
as  little  better  tlun  savages ;  nay,  dozing  philoso- 
phers had  ventured  to  pronounce  that  alt  animated 
nature  here  wore  a  degenerate  aspect.  But  his- 
tory has  refuted  and  thrown  tiaek  this  slander  in 
the  teeth  of  those  who  ottered  it.  We  emerged 
with  great  brightness  from  the  struggles  of  the 
Revolution.  Out  prosperity  continued  to  advance. 
We  have  emerged  from  a  second  conflict,  with 
additional  radiance.  We  bearded  the  Hercules  of 
the  other  hemisphere,  and  we  lost  naught  by  the 
conflict.  Our  proud  t>anners  floated  in  triumph 
over  the  waves.  What  now  is  our  condition  ? 
Kings  and  potentates  court  our  amity.  We  are 
lifted  up  to  a  high  station  among  the  nations  of 
the  earth.  Say  that  our  march  is  not  impeded, 
who  can  set  limits  to  our  glory  7  Tyre  rose  a 
little  speck  above  the  ocean,  and  she  was  considered 
strong  and  mighty.  Engtand,  with  an  area  scarcely 
exceeding  that  of  some  of  these  States,  controls 
the  destinies  of  Europe.  And  what  shall  be  their 
^or^,  in  comparison  with  ours7  We  direct  the 
destinies  of  a  mighty  continent  Our  resources 
are  unlimited  :  our  means  unbounded.  If  we  be 
true  to  ourselves,  the  glory  of  other  nations,  in 
comparison  with  ours,  shall  resemble  but  a  tale 
from  the  days  of  chivalry.    Our  mighty  and  reful- 

f^ent  sun  stiall  almost  oteeure,  by  its  radiance,  the 
ittle  stars  of  their  renown.  Let  us,  then,  avoid  a 
question  like  the  present:  disappoint  not  these  fond 
bopes.  Qendemen  on  the  opposite  side  may  yield 
without  dishonor.    They  pursue  but  a  scheme  of 


ptilicy ;  we  are  differently  situated ;  we  cannot, 
without  violation  of  our  oaths,  support  this  mea- 
sure. We  believe,  in  our  consciences,  that  the 
Constitution  confers  on  us  no  such  power.  For 
myself.  I  cannot,  and  will  not,  yield  one  inch  of 
ground.  Let  me,  then,  adjure  our  brethren  from 
the  North  to  come  and  sit  down  once  more  by  out 
side.  I  call  on  them  to  heal  the  differences  which 
this  measure  has  produced.  Your  course  is  pal- 
pable and  plain.  Youhave  two  roads  before  you; 
take  this,  and  all  is  harmony  and  peace ;  over  that, 
hang  doubts  and  fears.  1  invoke  the  Genius  of  the 
Constitution  to  cover  and  protect  us  against  the 
evils  which  threaten  us.  What  if  you  impose 
the  restriction,  and  Missouri,  instead  of  submitting, 
shall  form  herself  into  a  community  and  demand 
admittance,  or  sever  from  the  Union  1  Will  you 
'  then  rettact?  How  much  more  honorable  to  do 
it  now  I  Or,  do  you  mean  to  persist  in  your  object 
at  alt  hazards,  and,  if  she  prove  refractory,  reduce 
her  to  submission  1  Do  you  believe  that  Souiliern 
bayonets  will  ever  be  plunged  in  Southern  hearts? 
I  know  not  how  this  may  oe,  but  I  require  you  to 
pause  and  deeply  to  reflect  before  you  have  to  re- 
sort to  ibis  extremity. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  no  admonition  will  suc- 
ceed, then  pursue  your  own  course.  Gentlemen 
may  return  to  their  constituents,  receive  votes  of 
ihanka,  have  their  speeches  translated  into  foreign 
languages,  to  be  dozed  over  and  admired  by  those 
who  know  nothing  of  the  principles  of  our  Gor- 
emment.  But  if  evil  flows  from  this  measure,  his- 
tory will  be  true  to  herself,  and  will  record,  "  That 
the  United  States  were  most  fortunate  and  most 
contented ;  that  no  speck  was  seen  on  the  hori- 
zon, threatening  danger;  that,  while  marching 
steadily  on  to  the  ful^meni  of  ner  high  destinies, 
a  proposition  was  made  from  the  North,  to  abridge 
the  r^hts  of  the  South,  in  violation  of  the  Con- 
stitution; that  a  storm  suddenly  arose,  and  in  its 
fury  blasted  the  hopes  of  the  patriot  and  orar- 
thcew  the  attar  and  tne  temple."  And,  sir,  it  is  not 
necessary  to  add,  that,  instead  of  the  blessings,  the 
deepest  curses  of  posterity  will  be  uttered  against 
the  supporters  of  this  destructive  policy. 

Mr.  Rich,  of  Vermont,  rose  and  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman:  Whilst  I  consider  the  present 
question  of  greater  interest  by  far  than  any  which 
has  t>een  agitated  since  the  adoption  of  tne  Con- 
stitution, or  any  other  on  whicn  I  can  expect  it 
will  ever  become  my  duty  to  give  a  vote;  and, 
white  I  reflect  on  some  circunisiances  in  relation 
to  it^  which  to  me  are  not  a  little  extraordinary,  I 
feel  if  to  be  due,  both  to  the  Committee  and  my- 
self, that  1  should  occupy  a  small  portion  of  your 
time  in  explaining  my  views  upon  the  subject,  and 
my  reasons  for  the  vote  I  am  aliout  to  give.  The 
fact  that,  al  the  last  session,  every  member  south 
of  the  State  of  Delaware,  and  of  the  river  Ohio, 
gave  their  votes  in  favor  of  an  unlimited  extension 
of  slavery,  while  those  to  the  north  of  those  limits 
gave  almost  as  unanimous  a  vote  against  it,  has 
caused  me  to  entertain  fears  that,  either  from  mo- 
tives of  interest  or  some  peculiar  feelings,  we  had, 
on  theonehandot  the  other,  lost  sight  of  the  gteat 
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priacipUs  on  which  a  wise  and  jast  legisUxion  is 
fouDiled. 

The  circamstonce,  loo,  tbat  a  laif;e  portion  of 
those  now  opposed  lo  me  aie  the  same  genUemen 
wiih  whom  I  have  acted  in  times  the  most  diffi- 
ctilt  and  perplexing;  whoseopinionsl  have  highly 
approved,  and  with  whose  votes  my  own  Have 
beea  usu&lly  recorded ;  has  induced  tae  to  give  the 
most  attentive  coDsideration  to  the  subject,  in  all 
the  {onus  io  which  it  has  been  presented  to  my 
mind,  lest  it  sliould  happen  that  fedinx s,  perhaps 
peculiar  to  myself,  might  have  betrayed  my  judg- 
ment into  an  error.  I  have  paused — I  have  con- 
sidered, and  made  up  my  mind  upon  the  most 
mature  deliberation.  It  \s  not  my  intention,  sir, 
to  attempt  to  foUow  geatlemen  who  have  gone  be- 
fore me,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  question ;  and, 
except  so  far  as  may  he  necessary  to  conaect  my 
views  upon  the  subject,  I  shall  endeavor  to  avoid 
a  repetition  of  the  arguments  employed  by  others 
on  tne  side  I  have  the  honor  to  advocate.  Ii  will 
be  my  purpose  to  attempt  to  show  that  slavery  does 
Dot  proceed  from  the  exercise  of  a  legitimate  attri- 
bute of  sovereignty,  and  that  hence,  admitting  all 
for  which  gentlemen  contend,  as  to  a  want  of 
power  in  Congress  to  interfere  with  "State  rights," 
their  Const itutional  objeclioas  must  fkil  them.  If, 
in  this  part  of  my  argument  1  shall  be  successful, 
1  trust  there  are  few  who  will  object  to  the  expe- 
diency of  the  pioposition. 

Sir,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  consider  slavery, 
in  any  of  its  relations  or  consequences,  in  any  other 
lj£ht  than  hostility  to  the  Srst  principles  of  our 
Government,  and  certainty  so  with  its  first  ofQcial 
act— the  Declaration  of  Independence^^which  has 
announced,  as  a  self-evideac  proposition,  "  that  alt 
'  men  are  created  equal,  that  they  are  endowed  by 
'  their  Creator  with  certain  inalienable  rights, 
'  aniongst  which  is  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  ol 
'  happiness:  that,  to  secure  tiiese  rights,  govern- 
'  ments  are  instituted  among  men,  deriving  tbeir 
'just  powers  from  the  consent  of  the  governed." 
And,  among  tbe  reasons  assigned  by  the  framers 
of  the  Constitution  for  adopting  that  instrument, 
and  which  will  accompany  it  to  the  latest  period 
of  time,  was  that  of  "  seciu'iiig  to  themselves  and 
their  posterity  the  blessings  of  liberty."  And,  sir, 
will  it  be  pretended,  in  tnis  enlightened  age,  and 
in  thiscountry.where  alone  freedom  has  her  abode, 
that  the  blessinss  of  liberty  are  to  be  derived  from 
the  existence  otslavery,  or  that  they  have  any  re- 
lation to  each  other,  except  what  results  from  ab- 
solute unavoidable  necessit_y? 

It  IS  true  that,  at  the  time  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  was  adopted,  as  well  as  the  Consli- 
tutioQ,  and  from  circumstances  over  which  our 
fathers  had  no  control,  slavery,  unfortunately,  ex- 
isted in  our  country ;  and  the  fact  of  its  existence, 
though  repugnant  to  thenoblefeelines  which  alone 
gave  birlE  ip,  and  with  the  aid  of  Providence  sus- 
tained the  Revolution,  and  which  matured  and 
brought  forth  the  Constitution  of  our  country,  is 
believed  to  have  produced  a  necessity  for  its  con- 
tinued existence.  But  I  ask  gentlemen  by  what 
charter  of  a  national  character,  a  right  to  hold  a 
human  being  in  slavery  has  ever  beoi  recognised? 


The  fact  that  the  word  "slave"  is  nowhere  lo 
be  found  in  tbe  Constitution,  or  other  words  so 
employed  as  to  convey  an  idea  that  die  framers  of 
that  instrument  intended  to  recognise  slavery,  has 
satisfied  my  mind  that,  as  from  a  condition  of 
things  beyond  their  control,  or  that  of  their  coun- 
try, they  could  not  prohibit  it  in  the  then  "existing 
Slates,  and  as,  for  obvious  reasons,  they  were 
obliged  iodirecily  to  admit  the  fact  of  its  exisi- 


favor  of  its  legitimacy.    Consequently,  the  legality 
.e:. .  be  determined  by  a  reference  to  the  laws 
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of  nature  and  natural  rights,  and  n 

stitution;  and  to  me  it  is  a  matter  ui  unei  usuhi- 

ishment,  that,  because  the  original  States  were 
recognised  with  their  existing  institutions,  some  of 
which  had  been  under  an  absolute  necessity  lo  per- 
mit slavery,  it  should  from  thence  be  contended 
that,  on  admitting  a  new  State,  we  have  no  power 
to  exclude  slavery  from  it,  on  the  ground  of  its 
having  been  recognised  as  an  aitrmuie  of  sove- 
reignty over  which  we  have  no  control. 

Each  State  had  its  particular  institutions  and 
laws — DO  two  of  which  were  alike;  and  can  it,  I 
demand,  be  pretended  that  we  are  fatally  bound, 
regardless  of  all  consequences,  to  permit  in  every 
new  State  whatever  may,  under  any  circumstances, 
have  been  deemed  lawM  in  any  one  of  the  ori^- 
nal  Stales?  If  such  be  the  case,  gentlemen  will 
search  in  vain  for  authority  to  require  from  the 
people  of  a  proposed  new  State  that  they  should 
even  present  us  with  a  Constitution ;  for,  at  least 
one  of  tbt  original  States  had  no  such  instrumeDit 

It  has  not  escaped  me,  that  certain  powers  have 
been  "delegated  to  Congress,"  and  that  such  as 
"are  not  delegated  or  prohibited  to  the  StAtes,  are 
reserved  to  the  States,  respectively,  or  to  the  peo- 
ple." But  it  should  be  remembered  that,  whatever 
powers  may  have  been  prohibited  or  reserved,  they 
are  such  as  belong  to  me  legitimate  attributes  of 
sovereignty;  and  in  order  lo  ascertain  tbem,  as 
claimed  and  admitted  by  this  nation,  we  should  do 
well  to  refer  to  our  original  charter,  on  which  all 
our  other  institutions  are  based — the  Declaration 
of  Independence.  In  that  instrument  individual 
rights,  and  the  objects  and  duties  of  Government, 
are  clearly  defineJ.  It  was  adopted  in  the  moEt 
formal  manner  by  the  National  Representatives. 
and  to  my  imderslanding  has,  to  all  intents  ana 
purposes,  been  adopted  by  the  people  themselves. 
It  has  been  incorporated  in  all  tlieir  statute  boots ; 
aimually  read  at  their  national  festivals,'  and  uni- 
versally referred  to  as  the  proudest  memorial  of 
their  national  glory ;  and  will  continue  to  be  thus 
referred  to,  while  science  has  an  advocate,  or  lib- 
erty a  friend.  1  would  look,  then,  to  that  charter, 
to  ascertain  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  the  duties 
of  Government ;  and  to  the  Constitution,  to  learn 
how  the  attributes  of  sovereignty  hare  been  distrib- 
uted to  the  General  and  Slate  governments,  and 
the  manner  in  which  the  duties  of  each,  and  those 
of  the  people,  are  to  be  performed. 

The  solenuiily  with  which  it  was  adopted,  asd 
the  parties  to  it,  should  never  be  lost  sight  oi.    la 


^yCoC-^lc 


1397 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


Fbibdast,  1 


H.  OP  R. 


that  malrmnent  the  rights  of  the  peo[ile,  which 
were  acknowledged  lo  have  been  derived  frosi 
their  Creator,  and  to  b«  equal  and  inalienable, 
were  dislinctly  set  forth ;  the  abuses  of  the  parent 
country,  to  whom  alU'giauce  was  acknowledged  to 
be  due,  out  for  the  abuses,  and  the  meana  emiMoyed 
to  obtain  redreia  were  enumerated ;  the  oecessity 
for  a  s^raUoD  was  announced ;  and,  "  appealing 
to  the  Supreme  Judge  of  the  World  for  liie  recli- 
tnde  of  their  iatentioas,"  the  separation,  and  the 
consequent  right  of  self-government,  were  pro- 
claimed to  a"candid  worid;"  and  "for  the  sup- 
port of  this  declaration,  with  a  Gfm  reliance  on 
Divine  Providence,  the  lives,  the  fortunes,  and  the 
sacred  honor  of  the  nation"  were  mutually  pledged. 
And  who,  I  ask,  will  deny  that  the  event  was  re- 
cognised by  the  Judge  to  whtua  the  appeal  was 
made^  and  that  his  protection  was  not  relied  upon 
ia  vain,  snd  that,  finally,  be  condescended  to  be- 
coine  B  party  to  that  great  valioaal  coetjumt  ?  And, 
sir,  after  having  been  protected  from  our  infancy, 
until  we  have  became  a  great  and  powerful  nation, 
does  it  become  us  to  disregard  our  own  stipuLa- 
ttoDs;  and  have  we  a  right  to  expect  that  the  fa- 
vor of  the  Being  to  whom,  in  our  infancy,  the 
solemn  appeal  was  made,  will  be  longer  continued 
to  ns,  when  we  shall  have  falsified  the  deciaration 
by  a  national  act,  deliberately  pronouncing  that  all 
men  are  not  "  created  equal,"  and  that,  as  a  matter 
of  convenience,  one  may  rtghtfully  hold  another, 
and  his  posterity,  in  perpetual  bondage?  I  think 
not;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  it  will  be  said  of 
us,  as  of  the  people  of  old,  "  1  have  nouriehed  and 
brt)UKbtupcbUdreD,and  they  have  rebelled  against 
me ;"  "  they  have  spoken  words,  swearing  falsely 
in  making  a  covenant;  thus  judgment  springeth 
up,  as  hemlock  in  the  furrows  of  Ifae  Seld." 


enlarged,  diminished,  nor  changed  by  the  adoption 
of  the  CoDStitution.  By  that  mstrument  nothing 
more  has  been  done  or  attempted  than  lo  adjust 
and  settle  the  relative  rights  and  duties  between  the 
Qeneral  and  State  c^vemments,  and  the  people ; 
and  I  again  repeat,  that,  in  order  to  ascertain  the 
amoant  of  the  attributes  of  sovereignty,  individual 
rights,  and  the  duties  of  governments^,  we  most  re- 
fer to  the  covenant  we  have  made  with  the  Judge 
of  the  Universe.  And  I  moreover  contend,  that  a 
riffht  lo  bold  a  fellow-being  in  slavery,  under  any 
form  of  Govemment,  does  not  exist.  1  apeak,  sir, 
of  Rofanil  rigkl;  for,  if  it  exist  anywhere,  there  is 
DO  country  or  place  where  it  does  not  exist ;  and, 
ioGtcad  of  its  being  a  violation  of  oar  rights  for 
the  States  of  Barhaiy,  and  the  commanders  of 
British  ships,  to  enslave  our  citizens,  the  former, 
because  they  are  christians,  and  the  latter,  became 
they  are  of  a  certain  profession^  we  have  been  guilty 
of  a  gross  riolaiion  of  their  rights  in  making  war 
upon  them  for  the  allcsed  offence ;  and,  instead  of 
the  Declaration  of  ladependence  being  an  instru- 
Taeat  honorable  to  our  fatheifi,  and  deserving  the 
place  we  have  given  to  it  upon  the  records  of  our 
couatry,  it  is  a  stain  upon  our  natiooal  character, 
and  rmroadiful  to  the  citizens  of  the  universe. 
Both  governments  and  people  have  rights  which 


result  from  necessity  alotie— «ither  may  righifoUy 
take  the  life  of  a  citizen  in  cases  of  necessity ;  but. 
wherethere  is  no  necessity,  the  riffbt  is  denied;  ana 
there  are  various  other  cases  where  the  existence 
of  rights  depend  upon  some  necessity.  That,  when 
the  Constitution  was  adopted,  there  was  a  neces- 
sity for  slavery,  to  a  certain  extent,  and  that  the 
necessity  still  exists,  I  do  not  deny ;  nor  do  1  pre- 
tend that  Congress  has  authority  to  judge  of  the 
necessity,  or  of  the  right,  in  any  of  ihe  original 
Stales,  or  such  as  have  since  been  adopted,  with- 
out restrictions,  either  express  or  implied;  but  I 
utterly  and  absolutely  deny  that,  because  ihe  ne- 
cessity still  exists  in  some  sections  of  the  Union, 
and  with  it  ihe  right,  that  hence  the  right  is  co- 
extensive with  the  limits  of  our  country,  and  with 
any  limits,  which,  at  all  future  periods,  may  be 
given  to  itj  and  that  we  are  bound  lo  pursue  a 
policy  which  will  perpetuate  the  necessity,) and 
with  it  the  existence  of  slavery. 

By  the  4th  section  of  the  3d  article  of  the  Con- 
stituiioD,  the  United  States  are  bound  to  "  protect" 
each  Slate  against  "domestic  violence;"  and  I 
take  it  for  granted  that  ncuie  are  so  tenacious  of 
"  State  rights"  as  to  bold  them  bound  to  the  per- 
formance of  a  duty,  and  deny  to  them  Ihe  neces- 
sary power  ;  and,  should  the  power  be  granted,  1 
shall  not  expect  to  hear  it  urged  that  we  have  no 

Kwer  to  guard  against  the  happening  of  the  vio- 
ice  from  which  the  States  are  to  be  protected ; 
and,  if  it  be  admitted  that  we  have  power  for  this 


Constitution,  where  they  will  find  authority  given 
"  to  pass  all  laws  which  shall  be  necesswy  and 
proper  for  carrying  into  execution  the  foregoing 

If,  then,  it  be  true,  tbat  there  is  danger  of  do- 
mestic violence  from  the  existence  of  slavery, 
which  I  am  confident  none  will  deny,  I  should  ap- 
prehend tbat  a  law,  the  obiect  and  certain  ten- 
dency of  which  is  to  diministt  the  relative  number 
of  slaves  in  our  country,  and  spread  a  free  white 
population  over  the  fairest  portions  of  it,  must  not 
only  be  proper,  but  indispensably  necessary,  to 
guard  against  tne  occurrence  of  violence,  and  pre- 
ve  the  United  States  in  a  condition  to  discharge 
duties.  All  admit  that  slavery  is  on  evil ;  and 
I  contend  ibat  its  extension  over  the  boundless  re- 
gions of  the  Westj  would  be  an  extravagant  and 

xessary  extension  of  an  evil  which  must  affect 

every  section  of  the  Union,  and  every  class  of  the 
community ;  and,  if  thus  extended,  an  evil  from 
which  ourtaiuNMi^  jmsterifywill  never  escape.  But 
we  are  told  that,  be  the  evil  what  it  may,  Con- 
gress has  no  power  which  it  can  exercise  over  the 
subjecL  And,  sir,  is  it  tme  that,  in  one-third  of  a 
century  from  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  we 
have  made  the  unfortunate  discovery  that  an  evil 
may  threaten  our  existence,  and  one  too  which  the 
people,  who  have  not  the  means  for  making  a  uni- 
ted effort,  cannot  overcome,  and  yet  Con^:re8s. 
which  alone  has  power  to  prescribe  the  national 
policy  and  direct  its  energies,  may  look  on  and 
weep  for  the  calamity,  but  cannot  extend  the  arm 
of  relief,  because  the  wisdom  of  our  falhen  was 
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not  sufficient  ta  jirovide  for  the  eiigeney  1  Long, 
Tery  long,  sir,  will  be  the  period  that  will  hare 
elapsed  before  1  shall  have  come  to  that  cODclusian. 

If  it  can  be  demonstrated  that  a  right  to  hold  a 
human  beiDK  in  slavery  beyond  its  necessity,  is 
among  the  legitimate  attributes  of  sovereigntv, 
and  that  slavery  is  not  an  evil,  I  shall  chterTully 
yield  the  ground  to  those  now  opposed  to  me ;  but 
until  this  shall  be  made  to  appear,  1  shall  adhere 
to  my  positions,  and  shall  contend  that,  as  in  every 
country,  a  right  to  guard  itself  against  impending 
dangers  must  somewhere  exist;  and  as  in  ibis 
country,  and  upon  this  subject,  it  is  impossible  for 
it  to  be  exercised  with  effect,  but  by  tne  General 
Qoveminent,  we  ought,  on  this  occasion,  as  does 
the  honorable  Speaker,  and  many  others,  now  op- 
posed to  me,  wnen  on  the  subject  of  internal  im- 
provements, "give  such  an  enlarged  and  liberal 
COiKtruction  to  the  Constitution,"  aa  will  enable 
us  "to  provide  for  the  common  defence  and  gen- 
eral welfare,"  in  the  best  practicable  manner, 
while  no  attribute  of  sovereignty  shall  be  thereby 
infringed. 

Hitherto,  slavery  has  not  been  so  recognised  by 
the  General  Oovernmenl.  as  to  cause  our  national 
character  to  be  materially  affected  by  it ;  for,  al- 
though there  are  States  in  the  Union  which,  from 
the  necessity  of  the  case,  may  be  termed  slave- 
holding  States,  it  caniiol,  with  truth,  be  alleged 
that,  as  a  nation,  we  have  permitted  slavery.  But 
if,  under  present  circumstances.  Congress  shall  so- 
lemnly decidethat  it  cannot  restrain  the  unlimited 
extension  of  it,  and  that  a  want  of  power  to  do 
so  results  from  an  unqualified  recognition  of  it'by 
the  Constitution,  our  national  character  will  be- 
come identified  with  it ;  and  instead  of  its  being 
considered^  as  heretofore,  a  local  malady,  and  sus- 
ceptible of  cure,  it  must  henceforth  be  regarded 
affecting  the  whole  systeni,  and  past  the  hope 
possibility  of  a  remedy.  Permit  me  then  to  f 
press  a  hope  that  gentlemen  will  yet  find  it  cc 
sisteot  with  their  news  of  the  Constitution  and 
the  best  interests  of  their  country  to  join  with  us 
in  limiting  an  evil  which  cannot  at  present  be  rc' 
moved ;  and  that  we  may  continue  our  united  ef- 
forts to  cause  the  blessing  which  naturally  results 
from  the  labors  of  our  fathers,  to  be  universally 
felt  and  acknowledged ;  while  evils,  which  an 
local  in  their  nature,  and  which  cannot  be  dimin- 
ished by  dispersion,  may  be  made  to  continue  local 
till  removed,  and  otir  national  chAractet  thereby 
preserved. 

Could  I  feel  certain  there  would  be  no  accession 
to  the  present  number  of  slaves,  other  than  by  pro- 
creation, uninfluenced  by  an  extraordinary  de- 
mand, a  question,  differing  very  widely  from  tht 
present,  would  be  presented  for  my  decision.  But 
sir,  we  must  take  men  and  things  as  they  are 
Permit  it,  then,  over  the  boundless  regions  of  the 
West,  and  the  time  will  not  only  never  arrive 
when  slaverv  can  be  extinguished,  not  even  with 
the  universal  consent  of  the  masters,  but  the  abso- 
late  certainty  that  the  scenes  which  have  been 
acted  at  St.  Domingo  wilt,  at  some  period,  be 
acted  in  this  country — will,  to  my  mind,  be  estab- 
liabed  beyond  a  douht ;  for  "  the  justice  of  the  Al- 


ighty  cannot  sleep  forever,"  nor  has  he  any  "at- 
tributes which  could  take  sides  with  us  in  such  a 
contest."  And  I  will  here  remark,  that,  aUhouf[h 
nation  is  not  chargeable  with  the  original  in- 
troduction of  slavery,  yet,  unless  it  shall  employ  all 
practicable  means  to  araeliocate  its  condition,  and 
finally  extinguish  it,  we  must,  in  the  view  of 
Heaven,  of  reason,  and  common  sense,  be  regarded 

:  trespassers  from  the  beginning,  and  held  an- 

verable  for  all  the  direful  consequences. 

The  increase  by  procreation  is  capable  of  being 

[tended  almost  without  limits ;  and,  until  man 
shall  cease  to  make  merchandise  of  his  fellow,  it 
will  extend  with  the  extension  of  demand;  and 
you  may  pass  what  laws  you  will  against  the  im- 
portation, employ,  if  you  please,  the  whole  Array 
and  Navy  of  the  country  to  enforce  them,  and  yet, 
if  the  demand  be  grrat,  the  unfortunate  Africans 
will  be  torn  from  tlieir  country,  and,  with  thous- 
ands of  the  American  free  blacKs,  doomed  to  sup- 
'v  the  demand.    All  our  experience  proves,  that 

berever  there  is  a  demand  for  a  commodity,  it 

ill  be  supplied ;  and,  if  the  demand  cease,  the 
commodiiv  will  disappear.  It  is  by  limiting  the 
demand,  then,  and  by  that  alone,  that  I  can  look 
with  the  smallest  degree  of  confidence,  to  a  period 
when  slavery  and  its  miseries  and  misfortunes  shall 
cease  to  eiisl,  or  our  country  rendered  safe  against 
some  dreadful  catastrophe. 

1  admit,  that  to  limit  the  demand,  will  affect  the 
value  of  that  species  of  property,  (if  such  gentle- 
men will  call  it,)  so  far  as  its  value  depends  on  its 
conveniuicy  as  an  article  of  merchandise ;  and  so 
far  abo,  as  a  right  of  property  can  exist  in  unborn 
millions  of  theliuman  race.  But  I  submit  to  the 
candor  and  good  sense  of  that  portion  of  my  fellow 
citizens  who  are  possessed  of  it,  whether  toey  can 
reasonably  require  from  us,  that  we  should  keep 
open  an  unlimited  demand,  at  the  expense  of  our 
national  character,  as  we  believe  j  m  opposition 
to  the  influence  ot  religion,  and  the  dictates  of 
humanity ;  and  in  a  total  disregard  for  the  perpe- 
tuity of  our  institutions,  aod  the  happiness  of  all 
succeeding  generations? 

I  certainly  feel  no  disposition  to  confine  the 
present  slave  population  within  so  narrow  limits 
as  to  render  their  miserable  condition  more  miser- 
able ;  and  when  the  country  between  Pennsylvania 
on  the  north,  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  on  the  south,  the 
Atlantic  on  the  east,  and  the  Ohio,  tlie  Missi:>sippi, 
and  the  western  boundary  of  Louisiana,  on  tne 
west,  or  so  much  of  it  as  shall  continue  to  permit 
slavery,  a  large  portion  of  which  is  yet  a  wilder- 
ness, bhall  become  so  populous  as  to  render  an  ex- 
tension necessai^,  either  for  the  happiness  of  the 
slave  or  the  safety  of  the  master,  I  would  then, 
and  not  till  then,  agree  to  its  extension.  But  1 
never  can  consent,  under  any  circumstances,  to 
give  my  aid  in  furnishing  new  facilities  for  acquir- 
ing ana  perpetuating  a  property  in  human  beings. 

I  have  purposely  omitted  to  urge  the  expediency 
of  the  proposition,  as  enforced  by  a  consideraiioQ 
of  the  agonies,  the  sighs,  the  flootis  of  tears,  which 
accompany  even  the  domestic  traffic  in  slaves;  S 
traffic,  in  which  the  most  endearing  ties,  incident 
to  human  nattire,  are  hroken  up,  and  forever  dis- 
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Rolved;  a  cooaideratioa  wtiich,  wilh  me,  has  an 
irreitislible  influence.  But,  geatlemea  will  per- 
ceive ibal  it  must  be  eztreiaely  unpleasant  to  dwell 
Upon  it  here.  I  shall,  therefore,  pass  ii  by,  with 
simply  readiaeashort  ex  tract  from  a  Virginia  paper, 
the  Norfolk  Herald.    It  is  true  [bat  the  article  in 

?ue£tioQ  was  not  published  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
brming  the  present  or  future  generations,  of  the 
cruelties  which  accompany  the  traffic,  but  to  de- 
scribe such  as  were  practised  by  the  late  enemy, 
in  capturing  and  carryiug  away  slares ;  still,  if 
they  are  correctly  described  in  the  one  case,  I  ap- 
prehend a  true  picture  is  presented  of  such  as  re- 
sult from  the  other. 

"  To  tike  eatltfl,  or  othai  itock),  would  be  conaiitant 
wilb  Ihe  uMsei  of  ci*iliud  WRrrare ;  bat  ta  tike  ne- 
groes, who  ITS  haiD>n  being! — to  tsu  Ihsm  forsTer 
fram  Ibeir  kinitied  aoi  eonDciioni,  it  what  we  ihouliJ 
never  expect  from  >  ChrUliia  nition,  eepeciellj  one 
Atl  bu  done  so  mnch  to  aboliih  the  ■  ateve  trade.' 
There  are  ncgroee  in  VirgioU,  ani],  we  belicTe,  in  ell 
the  RoulherD  6ui«i,  who  hiTe  their  intereite  BDd  a-l- 
fectiona  se  atronglj  engrilted  in  tbelr  hearti  as  the 
wbitei ;  and  who  feel  the  aacred  lies  of  filial,  parentit. 
and  crinjugal  affections,  equally  strong,  ind  who  are 
warmt;  sltacbeil  to  their  owners  and  the  aeenai  of 
their  nativilj.  To  thoae  no  indacementa  which  the 
enamf  could  offer  wonld  be  auScicnt  to  tempt  tbem 
awaj ;  to  drag  Ibem  iwsj,  then,  b;  force,  would  be 
ibe  greatest  cruelty.  Ye*,  it  ia  reierved  for  Eogtand, 
who  boaata  of  her  religion  and  love  of  humanitj,  to 
praetin  thia  piece  ot  crualt;,  ao  repugnant  to  tlie  tlic- 
tatee  of  ChrJstianily  and  dTitization." 

And,  1  ask,  sir,  if  ''this  piece  of  cruelty"  is  not 
every  day  practised  by  men  claiming  to  be  Amer- 
ican citizens,  ia  the  prosecution  of  the  domestic 
trade  7 

A  regard  for  the  morals,  the  manners,  and  the 
industry,  of  "endless  geQcracIons  proceeding  from 
us,"  must  also  forcibly  urge  the  expediency  of  the 
proposed  measure  :  but  I  doubt  whether  this  is  ~ 
suitable  time  and  place  to  enter  upon  the  diacussic^ 
of  this  branch  of  ibe  subject.  Should  any  gentle- 
man wish  for  information  in  regard  to  it,  I  will 
refer  him  to  one,  than  whom  none  is  better  qual- 
ified to  give  it.  Let  him  go  to  our  library,  and 
consult  the  venerable  Jefferson ;  there  he  wiQ  learn 
the  opinion  of  that  enlightened  states 
philosopher  upon  this  interesting  subject,  and 
there  he  wilt  behold  him  "  trembling  for  bis  eoun- 
'  try,  while  he  reSects  that  God  is  just,  and  that 
'  his  justice  cannot  sleep  forever;  that,  consideriitg 
'  nature,  numbers,  aad  actual  means  only,  a  revolu- 
'  tion  in  the  wheel  of  fortune,  a  change  ofsituation, 
'  is  among  ponsihle  events,  and  may  become  pro- 
'  bablebysupernaturalinterference.''  Lethimlearn 
from  him,  also,  the  "  execrations"  with  which  "  the 
'  statesman  should  be  loaded,  who,  permitting  one- 
'  half  of  the  citizens  thus  to  trampfe  on  the  rights 
*  of  the  other,  transforms  those  mlo  despots,  and 
'  these  into  enemies;  destroys  ibe  morals  of  the 
'  one  part,  and  the  amorpairia  of  the  other."  And 
I  ask  oim.  then,  to  inform  me,  whether  we  can  be 
held  guiltless,  ilwt:  permit  a  slateof  things,  which 
Congre^  alone  has  the  power  to  prevent,  the  un- 
duiiable  tendency  of  which  must  be,  to  perpetuate 


slavery  to  the  latest  period  of  time,  or  extinguish 
OUT  innocent  postenly  from  the  earth ;  remove 
from  its  foundations  ine  noble  edifice  which  has 
been  reared  by  the  hands  of  our  fathers,  and  ce- 
mented with  their  blood;  and  annihilate  the  cheer- 
ing prospects  of  the  philanthropists  in  every  quarter 
oftne  world,  who  Dave  looked,  with  enraptured 
delight,  to  the  great  results  anticipated  from  the 
influence  of  our  example. 
Mr.  Chairman,  to  the  remarks  already  offered, 
id  to  which  I  have  been  honored  with  the  patient 
indulgence  of  the  Committee,  I  wilt  only  add,  that 
it  is  impossible  for  any  one  to  regret  more  sincerely 
than  myself  the  difierence  of  onmion  which  esiiita 
upon  this  subject;  a  regret  wtiich  is  exceedingly 
augmented  by  the  circumstance,  that  gentlemen, 
coming  from  nearly  equal  moieties  of  the  Union, 
are,  almost  to  a  man,  arrayed  affainst  each  other ; 
and  from  one,  composing  nearly  the  half  of  thia 
body,  it  is  believed  without  a  dissentient ;  a  cir- 
cumstance calculated  to  induce  an  apprehension 
tttat  one  or  the  other  of  the  great  divisions  have 
ither  lost  sight  of  the  Constitution  or  the  best  in- 
sreaCsof  the  country,and  possibly  both.  Nothing, 
am  sensible,  can  be  more  prejudicial  to  ttip  hap- 
piaeas  and  prosperity  of  tnis  nation  than  local, 
sectional  jealousiefi,  either  among  the  people  or> 
members  of  the  Government ;  jealousies  which, 
former  occasions,  the  utmost  of  my  powers  have 
;n  employed  to  prevent,  and  not,  as  I  Ijetieve. 
without  wme  success.  The  same  efforts,  sir,  will 
be  continued ;  but,  if  gentlemen  shatl  insist  on  a 
righl  to  spread  a  slave  population  over  any  portion 
of  this  coimtry,  in  which  the  few  inhabitants,  who 
may  be  there  at  a  given  period,  will  yield  their  as- 
sent, and  if  they  shall  continue,  to  the  extent  of 
their  powers,  to  enforce  their  supposed  rights,  re- 

Srdless  of  the  will  of  the  great  majority  of  the 
«  citizens  of  the  nation,  whose  lives  and  fortunes 
are  pledged  for  its  safety,  I  cannot  flatter  myself 
that,  in  future,  my  efforts  will  be  crowned  with 
their  usual  success.  For  I  have  no  reason  to  expect 
that  it  is  possiltle  to  effect  such  a  revolution  in  the 
minds  of  men  unaccustomed  tos  l)elief  that  slavery 
is  ordained  by  Ciod,  as  to  procure  their  assent  to 
the  existence  of  such  a  right,  and  tliat  they  are 
twund  to  submit,  without  a.  murmur,  to  alt  the 
evils  resulting  from  its  unlimited  exercise. 

If,  intiead  of  pursuing  a  policy  wtiich,  in  my 
judgment,  will  fasten  slavery  upon  our  country 
beyond  the  hope  of  relief,  except  by  soine  dreadfttl 
convulsion,  and  even  render  that  certain,  and  the 
issue  doubtful,  gentlemen  will  commence  the  work 
of  providing  for  its  gradual  decline,  by  prescribing 
bounds  to  it,  and  in  whatever  other  manner  which 
shall  be  fair  and  practicable,  they  may  be  assured 
of  my  cooperation  to  the  extent  of  my  powers; 
and,  if  necessary,  I  would  consent  that  the  proceeds  ' 
of  alt  the  public  lands  be  applied  to  that  object 
I  would  even  go  further:  I  would  mortgage  the 
premises  on  which  )  live,  and  which  have  been 
rendered  dear  lo  me  from  circumstances  that  1  have 
'  there,  by  the  successful  influence  of  my  example, 
I  taught  my  sons  to  cultivate  the  eaiih,  while  my 
I  daughters  have  been  instructed  in  the  manufacture 
1  of  cTothing  for  themselves  and  brothers,  extending 
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even  to  those  I  have  now  the  honor  to  wear,  and 
in  the  useful  labors  of  the  kitchen.*    But  if,  in 

Slaceof  ihis,  gentlemen  sbalt  require  an  admission 
rom  us,  that  a  right  lo  impose  involuntary  servi- 
tude upon  endless  generations  of  the  human  race, 
has  been  recognised  bv  our  fathers  as  an  attribute 
of  sovereignty,  over  which  we  have  no  control ;  or, 
that  we  snould  now  sanction  the  principle  by  a 
national  act,  and  thus  put  it  out  of  the  power  of 
our  descendants  to  secure  lo  themselves  a  safe  and 
bsppy  condition,  we  have  no  alternative  let^  but 
to  continue  our  efforts  to  preserve  what  we  believe 
the  best  interests  of  our  coantry,  in  the  tnanner 
proposed.  In  default  of  which  posterity  would 
weepforourweaknessand  want  of  regard  for  theit 
wel&re. 


FRiDiV,  February  16. 

Mr.  TvLBR  presented  a  memorial  of  the  "  Vir- 
ginia Society  foipromoling  Agriculture,"  in  oroo- 
■ilion  to  the  several  petitions  and  memorials  which 
have  been  presented  to  Congress  at  the  present  ses- 
sion, for  additional  duties  upon  the  importation  of 
foreign^anufactured  goods,  by  way  of  protection 
to  the  manufacturing  interest  ofthe  country  J  which 
memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  regulatins 
the  payment  of  duties  on  merchandise  imported, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Bbbcrbr  presented  petitions  from  sundry 
■■habilanta  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  praying  that  pro- 
vision may  be  made  whereby  a  part  of  the  money 
drawn  from  them,  for  the  payment  of  their  lands, 
may  be  expended  among  them  towards  the  inter- 
nal improvement  of  the  couotry ;  and  thai  an  ex* 
tension  of  credit  may  be  allowed  lo  those  indebted 
to  Government  for  the  purcluise  of  lands.— Re- 
ferred. 

Mr.  CAMfBEUL,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from 
(he  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  confirming  Anthony 
Cavalier  and  Peter  Petit  in  their  claim  to  a  tract 
of  landj"  made  a  detailed  report  thereon,  recom- 
mending thepassage  irf  the  said  bill. 

Ordatd,  That  the  said  bill  be  reed  a  third  time 
on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
also  made  report  on  the  petition  of  Jacob  Konkopot 
and  others,  of  the  nation  of  Stockbridge  Indians, 
residinff  in  the  State  of  New  York,  accompanied 
with  a  1x11  for  their  relief;  which  bill  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Who^  to  which  i:  committed  the  report  of  the 
same  committee  on  the  case  of  William  Hender- 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  of  this  House, 
entitled  "An  act  tor  the  admission  of  the  State  of 


*  When  this  subject  vris  under  consideration  at  the 
lut  leition,  (he  honorable  Speaker  remarked  to  the 
ftittoning  effect :  "  If  genltemen  will  not  allow  di  to 
have  black  ilairei,  thej  muil  let  ns  have  white  ones  ; 
for  we  cannot  cat  onr  firewood,  and  black  our  ahoei, 
sndhsve  oar  wirsi  and  daughter*  woA  in  the  Utdisn." 


Maine  into  the  Union,"  with  amendments,  in 
which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Smyth,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Afbin,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the 
Reverend  Aaron  J.  Booge,  reported  the  following 
resolution : 

"  Biiohtd.  That  Iha  petition  of  Aaron  J.  Booge, 
late  a  Chaplain  in  the  Army  of  the  United  Stale*, 

Enying  that  a  liwrnair  bepancd  forappomlingChap- 
Jns  to  the  Arm;,  oa^t  not  lo  be  granted." 

The  resolution  was  read  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Smyth,  from  the  same  committee,  also  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Beirv  man  Green,  ad- 
ministrator of  Samuel  Kerby,  oeceased;  which 
WBB  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to-moirow. 

Mr.  Cook  submitted  the  following  resolution : 

Retcletd.  That  the  Committee  on  Ihe  Public  Lands 
be  inatrucled  [o  report  a  bill  allowing  to  each  of  the 
officers  and  piiiates,  or  their  legal  reprcaaotatiTei,  of 
the  lllinoiB  regiment,  orgitibed  b;  the  Stale  of  Virginia, 
fur  the  reduction  of  the  Britiih  potti  northwest  of  the 
liver  Ohio,  ilurlng  the  Revolutionary  war,  who  have 
received  no  ihare  of  the  land  bbI  apart  by  that  State 
for  that  regiment,  a  quantity  of  land  equal  to  the 
amount  already  received  by  a  part  of  that  regiment, 
anii  according  to  the  prioeiples  upon  which  thai  allow- 
ance wa*  regulated  by  ihe  laws  of  Virginia. 

Some  conversation  took  place  between  Messrs. 
Cook  and  Campbell,  on  Uus  resolution,  in  which 
the  latter  proposed,  and  the  former  agreed^  to 
modify  the  motion,  so  as  to  direct  the  committee 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ihe  object,  instead 
of  instructing  them  to  report  a  bill. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  Ihe 
PaEaioENT  OF  THE  Uniteo  States  : 
To  Ihe  Home  ofRepracntaliva  of  the  Uniltd  Statu  ■■ 

In  conformity  wilb  a  rerolution  of  (he  Houie  of  Rep- 
reaenlatlve*  of  the  34th  January,  1830,  requeating  me 
■<  to  inform  ^e  Houit  whet  loana  (if  any)  have  been 
made  tince  the  peace,  to  private  dtizena,  of  powder, 
teed,  and  other  munitions,  belongmg  to  the  Govbtd- 
meni,  by  offieen  of  any  department  of  the  Army 
or  Navy  ;  speaking  the  timea,  terma,  object*,  and  ex- 
tent, oriuch  loana ;  tha  names  of  (he  perBonaby  whom, 
and  to  whom,  made ;  the  di$iranl  timea  of  repayment, 
and  olao  the  ■  mount  of  the  nitimate  Iom  (if  any]  iikdy 
to  be  tacurred  by  th*  Government  in  con«eqa«nce 
thereof,"  I  now  irajiamit  a  report  fiotn  the  8eciet8ty 
of  War,  which,  with  tbs  accompanying  <locuBienta, 
contain*  all  the  inforuation  that  can  be  furniabed  on 
the  subject. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WAtaisDTva,  Febmary  6,  1820. 

The  Message  and  doctimeatswere  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Meios,  of  New  York,  moved  for  the  consid- 
eration of  a  proposition  submitted  by  him,  a  few 
days  aso,  for  making  a  certain  appropriation  of 
the  public  lands,  (for  the  gradual  aooHtion  of 
slavery;)  and  was  proceeding  to  assign  reasons 
why  he  thought  such  a  proposition  ought  to  be 
adopted,  when  the  Speaker  suggested  to  nim  that, 
in  moving  for  the  consideration  of  any  proposition 
lying  on  the  table,  it  was  not  in  order  to  detaite  it. 
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Prom  this  decision  Mr.  Mmos  appealed  lo  the 
House;  and,  the  question  being  put,  the  deciskm 
of  the  Speaker  was  affirmed  by  a  large  majority. 
The  question  was  then  taken,  oa  Mr.  MEioa'a  mo- 
tion, to  proceed  to  consider  his  proposition,  and 
decided  in  (he  negative,  without  a  division. 

THE  MIBSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  this  bill. 

Mr.  LowMDBB,  of  South  Carolina,  rose  and  ad- 
dressed the  Committee,  in  a  speech  of  mure  than 
three  hours,  against  the  right  and  expediency  of 
theproposed  restriction. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Pldher,  of  New  Hampshire ;  and  (he  House  ad- 
joumed. 

SATCTRnAV,  February  19. 
Mr.  CkXitott  submitted  the  following  resolu- 

RtMolvtd,  That  the  Secrelarjr  of  W*r  be  directed  to 
lay  belbre  this  Hotue  a  itatement  of  tha  whole  nuni- 
\>et  tliit  biTc  been  edneited  at  the  Hililar;  Aeadnn; 
aince  iU  first  eatabliahiDaiit,  fiain  the  Diilrict  of  Co- 
latnbia,  alao,  fraoi  elch  State  and  (eiritory  in  the 
Union ;  the  number  now  at  said  acadenj  from  the 
Diatrict,  and  from  each  Slate  and  territory,  and  tbs 
namber  that  are  now  in  the  armj  or  naTv  of  the  United 
States  that  biTo  been  edncated  at  laid  academy,  and 
■he  place  or  sppaiDlment  each  GIli  in  aaid  army  or 
navy ;  ako,  tba  nntnber  nosr  at  aaid  academy  that 
are  orphans  of  Ihoae  nha  have  fallen  in  dsfence  of 
their  country,  or  died  in  i(a  leriicg  during  tbe  late 
war  ;  and  the  diatrict,  Stata,  or  territory  (if  (here  are 
any)  they  are  from;  alao,  to  atate  the  whole  amount, 
including  pay,  aubsiatence,  and  eTery  other  aipandi- 
tnre  made  by  the  Oaneral  OoTernment  on  account  of 
■aid  inatilution,  from  ita  first  ealabliahment  up  to  the 
present  time. 

Mr.  Rich  suggested  that  a  part,  if  not  most,  of 
the  information  called  for  by  the  resolution,  had 
already  been  called  for  by  resolutions  of  the  Honse, 
ofihelaetand  present  sesaiona,  and  was  in  part 
rendered ;  that  a  further  report  might  be  expected 
in  a  few  days  from  the  War  Department,  and  nn- 
til  it  was  seen  what  part  of  the  information  re- 
quired by  the  present  motion  should  not  be  report- 
ed it  had  better  lie  on  the  table,  which  he  moved. 

Mr.  Cakkon  and  Mr.  Stetbnb  opposed  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  because, 
should  the  resolution  repeat  any  call  heretofore 
made,  the  Bectetary  wonld  report  sacfa  informsdon 
only  as  shotild  not  nave  been  previously  required 
and  rendered,  fte. 

The  question  to  lay  the  reaolntion  on  the  table 
was  agreed  to,  67  to  42. 

MAINE  AND  MIBSOURI. 
The  House  took  np  the  amendments  of  tbe 
Senate  to  the  bill  for  the  admission  of  Maine ; 
which  ameadments  propose  to  authorize,  by  the 
same  bill,  the  people  ot  Missouri  to  form  a  Stale 
govemmen I,  without  the  dare  restriction,  but  con- 
taining a  clause  to  exclude  slavery  from  alt  the 
territory  west  of  the  Miasisnppi  which  liea  north 


of  thirty-six  degrees  thirty  minutes  north  latilade, 
except  (he  proposed  State  of  Missouri. 

Mr.  TaTLoR  moved  that  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  be  disagreed  to  by  the  Honse. 

Mr.  Scott,  of  Missouri,  moved  that  they  be 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  which 
at  present  has  under  consideration  the  Missouri  bill 
of  thLs  House — which  motion  had  precedence  of 
the  motion  lo  disagree. 

On  these  motions,  and  those  that  are  sabsequent- 
ly  mentioned,  a  long  and  animated  discussion  took 
place,  of  which  the  following  is  scarcely  more  than 
an  enumeration  of  the  genuemen  who  spoke,  and 
an  indication  of  tbe  siiks  they  respectively  took. 

Mr.  HoLHBa  hoped  the  amendments  would  not 
be  committed.  l\  they  were,  it  would  be  some 
time  before  they  could  be  acted  on,  as  there  were, 
he  believed,  at  least  thirty  speeches  yet  to  be  deliv- 
ered on  the  restrictive  proposition  now  before  that 
Committee  j  and  until  that  proposition  Was  de- 
cided, the  Committee  of  the  Whole  vrould  not 
take  up  the  amendments  of  the  Senate :  in  the 
mean  time,  the  period  allowed  by  die  law  of  Mas- 
sachusetts (the  3d  of  March)  for  the  consent  of 
Congress  to  the  admission  of  Maine  wnuU  arrive, 
and  all  that  had  been  done  would  be  lost.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  that  the  House  would  act  prompt- 
ly on  these  amendments;  separate  the  two  subjects, 
and  eive  its  consent  lo  the  admission  of  Maine,  to 
whtcli  no  one  had  objected,  or  could  object,  &c. 

Mr.  CuLPEn:R  was  willmg  to  admit  Maine  un- 
connected with  Missouri;  but  as  they  had  been 
united  by  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  the 
amendment  ought  to  take  the  usual  course,  and  be 
treated  with  that  courtesy  and  respect  which  the 
source  of  the  amendments  entitled  them  to,  &c. 

Mr.  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  for  the  ptirpose  of  al- 
lowiuff  time  for  the  debate  on  the  restriction  to  be 
brongnt  to  a  close  before  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  shonld  be  taken  up,  moved  that  they  be 
postponed  to  next  Monday  we^ ;  which  motioi] 
was  lost  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  S.  then  moved  their  postponement  to  next 
Monday;  which  was  also  negatived. 

Mr.  EnwARDS,  ofnorth  Carolina,  was  in  favor 
of  the  commitment,  because  they  would  consume 
no  more  time  if  they  took  that  course,  which  'fraa 
usual  and  proper,  than  if  taken  up  in  the  House, 
where  they  would  be  just  as  much  debated,  &c. 

Mr.  Strotuer  was  against  an  immediate  deci- 
sion of  tbe  amendments,  and  in  favor  of  theii  com' 
miiment.  The  amendmwits  contained  new  fea- 
tures, which  required  reflection ;  that  proposing  a 
compromise-  for  instance.  These  (questions  me 
House  conld  not  be  prepared  to  decide  at  oncej 
because  its  attention  had  been  exclusively  taken 
up  in  considering  the  restrictive  question.  It  was 
not  proper  that  ttie  House  should  be  driven  into 
the  instant  decision  of  questions  of  such  immense 
magnitude.  He  wrahed  not  any  lon^  period  of 
postponement;  but  was  averse  to  acting  hastily, 
and  without  deliberation.  Mr.  S.  spoke  at  some 
length  to  enforceand  illustrate  tbe  opinions  stated 
here  in  substance  only. 

Mr.  LivEBHosB  strongly  disapproved  of  the  con- 
nexion of  the  bills  aa  they  came  from  the  Senate; 
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but  he  saw  soniethiDg  ia  the  ameDdments  which 
seemed  likely  to  put  an  end  (o  the  di^reeable 
subject  which  qow occupied  the  House.  He  wish- 
ed the  subjects  separated,  and  then  some  course 
might  be  adopted  aimiiat  to  the  comprouiise  pro- 
posed by  the  Senate,  and  the  mailer  ended  happily 
and  harmoaiously.  He  argued  earnestly  in  tavor 
of  the  claims  which  Maine  had  to  admission  with- 
out delay,  and  agaiQi't  a  course  which  would,  by 
atlowiag  the  lime  to  which  she  was  limited  to 
pass  by,  and  thus  her  reasooabte  expi^ctatioDs  be 
defeated.  He  deprecated  the  feelings  of  irritation 
which  such  an  uokind  course  would  produce  in 
her  citizens,  &,c. 

Mr.  Whitman  opposed  the  commibneat  with 
much  earnestness  and  at  considerable  length.  He 
disapproved  most  pointedly  and  emphatically  tbe 
connexion  of  the  oills,  and  argued  ia  favor  of  a 
prompt  decision  of  the  question.    He  felt  as  one 

KTEOoally  interested,  (being  a  member  from  (he 
istrict  of  Maine,}  and  confessed  that  his  feelings 
were  stronger  than  he  could  find  proper  language 
to  express  them  in,  and  he  could  scarcely  trust 
himself  to  spealc  on  the  subject  of  tbe  amendments. 
Mr.  SfORRB  observed  that  it  was  well  known  that 
no  man  was  more  in  favor  of  a  compromise  of  the 
imhappy  subject  than  himself;  but  even  this  be 
would  not  agree  to  on  compulsion.  He  was  o^ 
posed  to  the  commitment  of  the  amendments :  it 
would  be  of  uo  utility,  as  the  question  now  before 
the  Committee  would  be  first  decided  before  the 
amendmeals  would  be  taken  up;  and  then  a  bill 
would  have  previously  passed  on  the  same  subject. 
The  subject  of  the  amendments  was  a  le^al  one, 
he  admitted  ;  but  the  abject  of  the  connexion  was 
to  coerce  this  House,  by  operating  on  those  mem- 
bers particularly  interested  in  the  admission  of 
Uaioe  into  the  Union.  This  course  he  thought 
was  disapproved  by  the  House,  and  the  proper 
way  to  show  it  was  by  a  prompt,  a  very  prompt, 
rejection  of  the  amendments.  Such  was  the  course 
taken  by  the  House  oa  a  former  occasion,  when 
an  amendment  was  inserted  in  an  appropriation 
bill  by  the  Senate,  providing  furbrevet  pay,  which 
the  House  had  previously  stricken  out.  Mr.  S. 
repeated  that  he  was  in  favor  of  the  compromise, 
but  he  would  not  give  up  the  right  of  giving  a 
distinct  and  unshackled  vote  for  the  admission  of 

Mr.  ScHKiNS  conceived  it  would  be  extremely 
wrong  not  to  allow  some  time  to  reflect  on  this 
subject.  The  amendments  were  long,  and  con- 
tained numerous  provisions,  some  of  them  of  the 
highest  importance.  How  were  ibey  to  be  under- 
stood from  the  single  reading  of  them  by  the  Clerkf 
He  wished  them  to  be  printed,  and  time  allowed  to 
examine  and  consider  them.  He  trusted  that  the 
majority,  because  they  had  the  power,  would  not 
force  members  at  once  to  decide  on  so  important 
a  matter  without  knowing  scarcely  on  what  it 
was  they  were  to  vote.  The  Senate  had  deemed 
the  two  subjects  compatible,  and  had  thought  pro- 
per to  join  them :  it  was  not  proper  by  any  means 
to  ascribe  improper  motives  lo  the  Senate  for  so 
doing.  Respect  for  tbe  Senate  required  that  their 
amendments  should  not  be  treated  with  so  much 


precipitation  and  so  little  deference.  He  was  in 
favor  of  the  commitment. 

Mr.  Gross,  of  New  York,  said  he  was  ^ad  of 
an  opportunity  of  slating,  in  his  place,  what  he 
thought  of  the  conduct  of  the  Senate  in  this  afiair; 
and  proceeded  to  remark  that  he  thought  it  did  not 
deserve  the  respect  of  this  House,  but  was  stopped 
by  the  Speaker,  as  such  expressions  here,  applied, 
to  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  were  out  of 
order.  Mr.  G.  then  remarked,  that,  come  from 
where  it  might,  the  amendment  was  an  attempt 
to  coerce  the  members  of  this  House,  and  he  de- 
cidedly disapproved  of  it,  dtc. 

Mr.  Wai,ker,  of  North  Carolina,  made  a  few 
remarks  in  favor  of  the  commitment,  which  were 
not  at  all  heard. 

Mr.  Mercer  supported  the  right  of  the  Senate 
to  annex  any  amendment  lo  a  bijT  from  this  House, 
and  that  ihe  House  had  no  right  to  know  the  mo- 
tives of  the  Senate,  merely  from  the  prima  fadt 
evidence  of  the  amendments.  It  was  not  proper 
to  allude  to  them  in  debate,  much  less  to  impute 
improper  ones  to  that  body.  The  course  adopted 
by  the  Senate  in  this  instance  was  justified  bv  tbe 
practice  of  tbe  British  Parliament,  trom  which  our 
rules  of  proceeding  are  drawn — instances  of  which 
Mr-  M.  mentioned.  He  could  imagine  very  strong 
reaions,  of  the  most  honorable  character,  for  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate,  but  it  was  not  right 
that  be  should  advert  to  them ;  and  he  could  not 
enter  into  the  examination  of  views,  such  as  had 
been  imputed  by  others.  If  the  proposition  from 
Ihe  Senate  be,  as  was  believed,  the  olive  branch  of 
peace  on  tbe  most  momentous  question  that  had 
ever  agitated  the  councils  of  the  nation  since  the 
foundation  of  the  Government,  was  it  proper  thus 
to  treat  it  7  As  to  the  case  stated  by  Mr.  Storbs, 
the  present  one  bore  no  sort  of  analogy  to  it:  that 
was  a  question  on  tbe  right  of  tbe  Senate  to  origi- 
nate in  a  money  bill  a  clause  making  an  appro- 
priation. In  this  case,  if  the  proposition  from  the 
Senate  ehould  bappilv  put  to  test  the  divisions  in 
the  House,  and  heal  tne  wounds  infiicted  through- 
out the  nation  by  thb  question,  they  would  de«erve 
immortal  honor. 

Mr.  Sergeant  was  against  the  commitment, 
and  iu  favor  of  an  imoiediate  decision  on  these 
amendments.  Without  speaking  or  acting  impro- 
perly towards  the  Senate,  respect  for  themselvea 
required  the  Houseto  act  promptly.  Mr.  S.  opposed 
the  amendments  at  some  length.  One  reason  for 
it  was.  that  the  bill  came  with  too  much  ;  they  did 
not  belong  to  tbe  bill ;  it  proposed  to  connect  with 
Maine  allthe  questions  belonging  to  tbe  Missouri 
subject,  and,  what  was  more,  connected  with  Maine 
the  question  called  a  oontpranitM.  Could  gentle- 
men seriously  call  this  an  amendment?  They 
might  call  il  what  they  pleased,  but  it  would  b« 
just  as  proper  to  annex  to  it  a  pension  law  or  a 
oankropt  bill,  and  call  it  an  amendment.  What- 
ever the  object  of  liiis  amendment,  it  would  appear 
to  have  an  improper  end  in  view,  and  such  would 
be  its  effect  on  the  public  mind,  &c. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina  was  in  favor  of 
the  commitment,  and  (as  well  he  could  be  heard) 
spoke  to  diow  that  the  amendments  were  not  im- 
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proper;  that  the  course  takeik  by  the  Senate  was  ' 
not  aniunal  or  aDnalural ;  and  that,  whatever  the 
decision  on  them  here,  he  doubted  whether  that 
body  would  recede. 

Mr.  SmTR,  of  Maryland,  opposed  the  eoniinit-  , 
ment  as  uselera,  and  argued  to  show  that  it  would  ; 
nbt  MTe  time;  that  it  wonld  be  attended  with 
ineonreDienee,  without  producing  any  benefit,  dtc. ' 

Mt.  Brown,  of  Kentuciiy,  spolie  at  considerable 
length,  and  vay  wannly,  against  the  ^position 
to  farce  membm  into  an  instant  decision  of  this 
important  question.  He  maintuiied  the  justice 
and  fairiWM  of  allowing  time  for  an  examinatioB 
of  the  amendments,  and  for  preparation  for  a 
decision;  and  condemned  strongly  the  attempt  to 
coerce  the  Home  into  an  iniinediatevoie  on  a  sub- 
ject so  little  undentood  and  so  imporlant. 

Mr.  McLanb.  of  Delaware,  was  m  favor  of  com- 
mitUiig  the  bill,  not  because  he  was  in  favor  of 
uniting  Maine  and  Missouri,  for  ha  was  decidedly 
opposed  to  the  uni<Hi ;  andii  he  supposed  the  com- 
nutment  would  retard  the  admission  of  Maine,  he 
should  be  opposed  to  it ;  but  this  could  not  be  the 
effect ;  it  would  be  decided  as  soon  as  the  qaestion 
now  under  consideration  could  be.  He  had  op- 
posed the  anion  of  the  bills  when  the  subject  was 
originally  before  the  House;  he  was  stilt  opposed 
to  It.  because  be  deemed  it  a  dangerous  mode  of 
legisiatioa,  and  would  vote  to  disunite  them,  when- 
ever the  subject  should  come  distinctly  before  the 
House.  But  the  union  of  Missouri  with  Maine 
was  nottheonlyamendmeot  the  Senate  had  made: 
they  had  introduced  another  of  equal,  if  not  of 
greater  importance — that  which  prohibited  the  in- 
troduction of  slavery  into  the  Territories.  He  was 
in  favor  of  this  proposition  ;  he  presumed  all  the 
advocates  of  restrietioQ  would  also  be  in  favor  of  it. 
it  vras  an  amendment  of  vast  importance,  which 
might  as  properly  be  introduced  into  the  bill  for 
the  admission  of  Maine  as  in  one  for  the  admis- 
sion of  Missouri,  or  in  a  distinct  bill.  It  was  be- 
cause this  was  an  important  subject  that  he  wished 
it  to  be  duly  weighed  and  considered.  It  also 
embraced  the  basis  of  a  compromise,  which  bad 
been  acjinsted  in  the  Senate,  afler  great  delibera- 
tion. iJesirous  as  he  was  of  quieting  puUic  excite- 
ment, on  some  principle  of  comproimse,  he  hoped 
time  wonld  be  afibrded  to  test  its  pmetic ability. 
If  Missouri  should  be  stricken  from  the  bill,  this 
amendment,  being  a  distinct  proposition,  would 
remain,  and  deserved  to  be  considwed.  If  he  were 
nowforced  lovoteupon  the  rejection  of  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate,  opposed  as  he  was  to  the 
union  of  Maine  with  Missouri,  he  should  be  com- 
pelled to  vote  against  both  provbions,  and  thus  aid 
in  defeating  a  compromise  which  he  was  so  anx- 
ious to  effect.  He  hoped,  therefore,  tbat  the  bill 
would  be  committed. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  committing  the 
bill  and  amendments,  and  decided  m  the  negmiive, 
by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

Ysii — Menn.  Abbot,  Aleiandflr,  Altsn  of  Tennes- 
see. AndsTMn,  Archer  of  MsrjlRnd,  Arcber  of  Virginia, 
Batbonr,  Bajly,  Bloom&eld,  Brerard,  Brown,  Brjin, 
Bvrwell,  Butler  of  lionislaaa,  Gannon,  Cobb,  Coeke, 
Crmrfocd,  CnmaU,  GnlbrMh,  Onlpeper,  GwUsrt, 
16th  Con.  lal  Snaa. — 45 


Earle.  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Brrin,  Floyd,  Gar- 
natt,  Hall  of  North  Car<dia*,  Hardin,  Heoks,  Johnaon, 
Jonas  of  Virginia,  Jonea  of  Tenneasee,  Kent,  Kinsej, 
Little,  Lowndea,  McCo?,  McCrearj,  McLaoe  of  Dela- 
nsre,  McLean  of  Kentack;,  Mercer,  Metcslf,  Nrnle, 
Nctaon  of  VirgiDia,  NeirtoD,  Oisratieet,  Piodall, 
Qoarles,  Rankin,  Keed,  Rhea,  Riaggold,  Bobertaon, 
ShsH,  Bimkins,  Slocomb,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  A. 
Smjth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Uarolma,  Stialher, 
SnearJngen,  Terrrll,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of 
aoulh  Carolina,  T;ler.  Walker  of  North  Carolina, 
Warfietd,  Willismi  of  Virginia,  snd  WUliams  of  North 
Carolina— 70. 

Nat* — Mtasts.  Adama,  Allen  of  Massachnsslta, 
Allen  of  New  York,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Balenum, 
Beccher,  Boden,  Brush,  Bnffum,  Burton,  Butler  of 
New  Hampshire,  Campbell,  Caie,  Clagett,  Clarke, 
Cook,  Crafts,  Cuabman,  Darlington,  DsTidson,  Dan- 
Dentu,  DickintoD,  Dowse,  Eddy,  Edwards  of 


YorlCiGrouofPeniiiTlTBnis,  Guyon,  Hackle;,  Hall  of 
New  York,  Uaiard,  HeiaphiU,  Heodiieka,  Herrick, 
Hibabman,  Heiater.  Hilt,  Hotmea,  Hoitetter,  Kendall, 
Kinaley,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Linn,  Livermore,  Lvman, 
Maelaj,  Mallaty,  Mareband,  Masoe,  Meeeh,  Meigs, 
R.  Moore,  8.  Mooie,  HoneU,  MoKon,  Moaelay,  Mur- 
ray, Nelaon  of  HasaaohUMtU,  Parker  of  Haasachu- 
aetta,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Patteraon,  Phelps,  Philaon, 
Pitcher,  Plninor,  Rich,  Richardis  Richmond,  Rogers, 
Roae,  Run,  Sampson,  Bergeant,  Settle,  Silsbae,  BloaB, 
Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Southard, 
Stevene,  Slom,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of 
New  York.Tarr, Taylor, Tomlin«oQ,Tompkin»,  Tracy, 
Upham,  Van  Bensaelaer,  Wallace,  Wendover,  Whit- 
man, and  Wood— lOT. 

Mr.  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  then  moved  to  lay  the 
amendments  on  the  table,  and  print  ihem.  that  the 
House  might  at  least  see  what  it  was  called  on  to 
decide;  which  motion  was  also  lost — yeas  77, 
nays  96. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  niotioD  to  di»- 
gree  to  the  amendments — 

Mr.  SiMKiNB  moved  that  the  amendments  be 
postponed  to  Tuesday,  and  be  printed ;  declaring 
that  he  was  wholly  unprepared  at  present  to  vote 
on  the  subject;  and  supported  his  motion  in  a 
speech  of  some  iMigth.  The  motion  was  assented 
to  by  Mr.  Taylob,  and  supported  by  Messrs.  Rrba, 
CuLPEPEB,  Stevenb,  Stobrb,  and  Balowih  ; 
the  last  named  gentleman,  among  other  remarks, 
denying  that  the  amendment  called  a  oompronffi, 
could  be  called  so  with  propriety,  inasmuch  as  it 
was  inconsistent  with  the  Constitution,  and  the 
whole  course  of  legislation  for  thirty  years. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Whitmaw,  LivERMOBE,  and  Holues,  because 
they  were  opposed  to  any  delay,  as  it  might  en- 
danger the  fate  of  the  Maine  bill,  which  thev  de- 
sirea  to  have  separated  from  the  other  subject 
immediately,  and  disposed  of  as  justice  and  fair- 
ness required. 

The  qaestion  being  token  on  postponing  the  toll 
to  Tue^y,  and  ptintinf^  the  amendments,  was 
carried  by  a  large  majonty ;  and  the  Houae  «d- 
jonnted. 
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Monday,  February  21. 

Mr.  WiLLiAMB,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  peti~ 
tion  of  Daniel  Converge,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  his  relief;  which  bill  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to-morrow. 

Mr.  SeBOEANT,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reiwrted  a  bill  altering  the  place  of  hold- 
ing the  circuit  sad  district  courts  in  the  district  of 
Ohio;  which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be 
ettsrosscd  and  read  n  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  confirming  Anthony 
Caralier  and  Peter  Pettit  in  their  claim  to  a  tract 
of  land,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  McCoy  moved  the  cooai deration  of  the  re- 
solution offered  by  Mr.  Cooke,  of  Illinois,  on  the 
17tb  iastaot,  in  relation  to  the  bonnty  lands  lying 
in  lUinoiSj^  promised  by  the  State  of  Virgmia  to 
Colonel  Clark's  regiment^  in  the  Revolutionary 
war.  His  motion  to  consider  was  lost  by  a  large 
majority. 

MILITARY  ACADEMY. 

Mc  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  in  pursuance  of  instruc- 
tion from  rthe  Committee  on  Military  Aflairs, 
nioved  the  adoption  of  the  following  tesolution : 

Stiahed,  That  the  Pr«aiileat  be  requnted  to  cidh 
to  be  prcpareil  and  submitted  to  Uongrew  aaj'itfliii  of 
regolationi!  for  [he  gOTernmrnt  of  the  Military  Acad- 
emy at  Wast  Point. 

This  proposition  gave  rise  to  some  conYersation. 
Mr.  Anderson  did  not  conceive  it  to  propose  a 
usual  or  proper  course  of  proceeding;  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  President  to  execute  the  law,  but  of 
this  House  to  devise  and  frame  it,  &c.  Mr.  Cul- 
FEFEH  eTpressed  substantially  the  same  sentiment. 
Mr.  S.  Parker  Jaid  the  President  had  already,  in 
a  recent  case,  decided  that  the  Academy  should  be 
under  the  government  of  martial  law;  if  the  Mili- 
tary Committee  was  of  a  different  opinion,  they 
ought  so  specifically  to  report.  Mr.  Cannon  sug- 
g^ted  that  it  might  be  found  necessary  to  abolish 
tuis  Academy — he  being  of  that  opinion ;  and  he 

lired  therefore  a  p--"'  ■ '       ■        ■  . 

upon  the  subject  by 
Mr.  Little  opposed  the 
proposed ;  but  wished  to  modify  the  proposition  so 
as  to  call  on  the  Secretary  of  War  instead  of  the 
President,  to  report  upon  the  subjecL  Mr,  Foot 
was  in  favor  of  recommitment,  and  expressed  his 
wish  for  further  information  and  inquiry  on  the 
au>ject. 

The  result  was,  that,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rrea, 
the  proposition  was  recommitted  to  the  Commillee 
on  Military  Affairs,  with  instructions  to  report  to 
this  House  a  system  of  regulation  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Academy. 

OfR  AFFAIRS  WITH  SPAIN. 

Mr.  Reid,  of  Georgia,  submitted  for  considera- 
tion the  following  resolution: 

Resohed.  I'hnt  ibe  Pmidrnt  of  the  United  Statci 
be  requi'atei)  lo  impart  to  thia  HoDie  any  communica- 
tiani  tcuching  the  Florida  Treaty,  which  may  have 
been  received  from  our  Miniiler  Plenipotentiary  at 
llie  Cuurl  or  Spiin,  which  hate  not  been  hereto/bra 


The  concluding  clause  was  adopted  with  the 
consent  of  the  mqver,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Tayloh,  of  Hew  York. 

Mr.  CocKB  moved  to  extend  the  scope  of  the 
motion  to  conununications  from  any  other  sources 
than  our  Minister  in  Spain. 

Mr,  Rein  objecting  to  the  form  of  the  proposed 
amendment,  racher  than  to  iU  object — 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  lo  lay  the  proposition  on  the 
table ;  which  motion  was  carried,  65  to  &i. 

MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  then  resumed,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  this  bill  and  the  pro- 
posed smendmenl. 
'  Mr.  Pldher,  of  New  Hampshire,  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows: 

Mr,  Chairman,  there  are  many  considerations 
which  se«m  to  me  not  only  to  justify,  but  to  rea- 
der necessary  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  (Mr.  Taylor,)  lo  the  bill 
now  under  discussion.  Some  of  the  most  impor- 
tant of  these  I  shall  endeavor  to  explain  to  the 


It  will,  I  fear,  be  hardly  thought  req>ectful,  at 
this  late  period  of  the  debate,  to  inquire  what  it  is 
that  we  propose  to  do  by  the  bill  on  your  table  1 
Yet,  a  correct  ansvrer  to  this  inquiry  would,  in  my 
opinion,  go  far  lo  prove  that  very  many  of  the  oo- 

{'ections  made  to  ine  amendment  proposed  by  the 
lonorable  gentleman  from  New  York,  have  little 
or  no  beating  on  the  real  merits  of  ibe  i 
question.  This  is  by  no  meani 
II  willj  I  beUeve,  be  generally  found  that  we  err  in 
our  o|)itiions  principally  because  we  do  not  under- 
stand ourselves;  and  that  we  differ  from  others 
principally  because  we  do  not  understand  them. 
What,  then,  is  the  real  nature  of  this  transaction  1 
The  people  of  Missouri  have  applied  to  Congress 
for  leave  to  form  a  constitution,  and  to  be  admitted 
into  the  Union  as  an  independrat  State.  By  tbe 
bill  now  under  discussion,  we  are  about  to  inform 
them,  in  answer  to  their  memorial,  what  are  the 
terms  and  conditions  on  which  we  are  wilting,  at 
this  lime,  to  grant  their  requesL  The  first  of  these 
conditions  is,  that  the  new  State  shall  consist  of  a 
certain  extent  of  territory,  different  from  thai  pro- 
posed in  their  memorial,  and  different  from  that 
embraced  within  their  present  limits,  and  in  both 
these  respects  differing  from  their  request ;  the  sec- 
ond is,  that  their  constitution  shall  be  repuUicau ; 
and  the  third,  which  is  the  object  of  the  present 
amendment,  that  Hiey  ^mU  prevent  the  fiavter  in- 
troducUtm  of  slava,  and  that  tht  ogiprijig  of  Ihote 
akiady  thtre  thali  be  free.  These  three  conditiona 
are  made  indispensable  to  iheir  becoming,  at  this 
time,  a  member  of  the  federal  Union.  Other  terms 
are  also  proposed ;  but  these  are  offered  only  as  the 
price  of  certain  other  stipulations,  into  which  it  is 
desired  that  Missouri  should  enter.  They  are,  by 
the  same  act,  authorized  to  call  a  convention,  to 
determine  wheiber  it  is  expedient  for  them,  at  ibis 
time,  and  upon  these  conditions,  to  become  a  mem- 
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bn  or  tbe  UnioQ.  If  so,  they  are  permitted  to 
form  B  constitution,  and  are  to  be  received,  with- 
ont  driay,  into  our  Coofederaey. 

This  act,  then,  is  nimply  ao  answer  to  the  request 
of  Missoari ;  and,  without  her  conaent  nod  accep- 
tance, it  can  have  no  bindiag  force  or  effect  on 
cither  parly.  If,  when  met  in  coDveniion,  ber 
delegates  should  deem  it  inexpedient  to  accept  our 
terms,  there  is  an  end,  at  once,  of  our  act,  and  of 
all  the  measures  growing  out  of  it.  Either  porty 
may  propose  new  terras,  or  both  remain  in  their 
present  condition.  We  do  not,  therefore,  as  has 
been  so  oAen  asserted  in  this  debate,  undertake  to 
form  a  ctHistilution  for  the  people  of  Missouri ;  we 
do  not  impose  upon  them  terms  and  coudilions 
which  are  to  bind  them  without  their  consent: 
nor  do  we,  by  this  act,  say  that  Missouri  shall 
luvtr  be  admitted,  if  she  does  not  accept  our  pres- 
ent oflte.  We  merely  inform  her  on  what  con- 
ditions we  are  willins,  at  thU  time,  to  receive  her 
into  the  Union.  If  she  does  not  choose  to  accept 
them,  we  cannot,  on  our  pan,  complain  of  her, 
becanse  she  has  a  right  to  reject  our  offn^,  and  to 
remain  a  Territory  if  she  pleases  ;  nor  can  she 
complain  of  us,  because  it  is  universally  conceded 
that  we  are  under  no  oblig-ation  to  admit  her,  at 
the  present  session  at  least,  however  we  may  be 
under  the  treaty,  (a  question  which  I  shall  pres- 
ent1)>  exaroinej]  at  some  future  period.  The  first 
inquiry,  then,  is,  can  Congress  propose  this  condi- 
tion, and  can  Missouri  accept  it  1 

The  right  of  Congress  to  admit  new  States  is 
derived  from  the  third  section  of  the  fourth  article 
of  the  Constitutioa.  "New  States  may  he  admit- 
ted by  the  Congress  into  (his  Union."  The  first 
thing  to  be  remarked  in  this  clause  is,  that  it  is  a 
delegation  of  power  merely,  and  not  a  duty  im- 
posed. It  is  not  said  that  Congress  thall,  but  that 
they  Bwy  admit  new  Slates.  The  power  to  admit 
is  granted,  but  no  right  is  given  by  the  Constitu- 
tion to  any  Territory  to  compel  Congress,  against 
their  will,  to  exert  this  power  in  its  favor.  It  is 
not  wid,  that,  when  any  of  our  Territories  shall 
contain  a  certain  number  of  inhabitants,  60,000 
fw  example,  Congress  shall,  whether  they  deem 
it  expedient  or  not,  admit  them  into  the  irnion ; 
but  an  authority  merely  is  given,  which  they  are 
to  exert  or  not,  according  to  their  own  sound  dis- 
cretion. It  is  next  to  be  observed,  that  the  power 
here  delegated,  b  erpressed  in  the  broadest  possible 
terms :  and,  that  so  far  as  this  clause  is  concerned, 
it  is  altogether  without  limiUlion  or  control.  It 
follows,  Tfom  this  view  of  the  subject,  that  there 
are  three  questions  which  ConsT«s  may  discuss, 
whenever  a  Territory  asks  admission  into  our 
Union  as  a  State.  First,  is  it  expedient  to  admit 
her  at  all  7  If  one  of  the  South  American  prov' 
inaes  should  ask  admission,  we  should  probably 
rej^t  the  appUcBtian  as  inexpedient  ever  to  be 
granted.  If,  however,  our  decision  should  be  to 
admit,  a  aecond  question  would  arise,  as  to  the 
Hat  when  this  should  be  done,  whether  now,  or  at 
some  future  day  1  But,  in  these  two  powers,  which. 
it  is  conceded  on  all  sides  that  we  possess,  is  there 
Dot  involved  a  third ;  that  of  saying  on  what 
terras,  not  inconsistent  with  other  parts  of  the 


Constitution,  this  admission  shall  take  place?  It 
might  be  expedient  to  admit,  on  certain  conditions, 
a  State,  which  we  should  be  bound  otherwise 
finally  to  reject.  It  might  also  be  expedient,  at 
the  present  time,  to  admit,  on  certain  terms,  a 
State,  which,  without  this  power,  we  should  be 
obliged  to  suspend,  till,  by  the  influence  of  our 
laws,  or  by  other  causes,  sne  should  become  ac- 
customed to  our  manners,  and  assimilated  to  our 
Silitical  institutions.  This  interpretation  of  the 
onstitution  is,  therefore,  equally  twneficial  to  the 
Union,  and  to  the  Territories  applying  for  ad- 

But  let  us  look  i^iu  at  this  clause:  "New 
'  Slates  may  be  admitted,  dee.;  but  no  new  State 
'  shall  be  formed  or  erected  within  the  jurisdiction 
'  of  any  other  Stat^  Ac,  without  the  consent  of 
'  the  Legislature  of  the  several  States  concerned, 
'  as  well  as  of  the  Congress."  Here,  then,  is  a 
limitation  on  the  powers  of  Congress.  Wnen  a 
Slate  is  to  be  admitted,  formed  within  the  limib 
of  some  other  Slate,  as  in  the  case  of  Kentuckv,  or 
the  more  recent  one  of  Maine,  the  consent  of  the 
parent  Slate,  as  well  as  of  Congress,  is  to  be  ob- 
tained ;  and  ibis  consent  may  be,  and  in  all  in- 
stances has  been,  sranted  upon  conditions.  In  the 
first  clause,  then,  the  power  to  admit  is  given  with- 
out limitation,  and  may,  therefore,  be  exercised  on 
such  terms  as  the  par^  conitTttiiig  shall  prrscribe, 
and  the  State  to  be  aomttted  shall  choose  to  ac- 
cept ;  but  in  tbe  second,  ibis  power  is  limited^  by 
requiring  the  agreement  of  a  third  party,  which, 
like  tbe  two  former,  may  insist  on  its  own  condi- 
tions. The  limitation  in  the  one  case,  and  not  in 
the  other,  shows  clearly,  that  when  the  Constitu- 
tion intends  to  restrain  a  general  delegation  of 
power,  it  does  so  in  express  words ;  and  the  infer- 
ence is  irresistible,  that  where  the  power  is  4is- 
tinctly  given,  and  no  limitation  is  expressed,  none 
was  intended.  The  correctness  of  this  very  ob- 
vious rule  of  construction  will  not  be  denied,  and 
it  appears  to  me  strictly  applicable  to  the  present 
case.  To  show  this  power,  if  possible,  still  more 
clearly,  we  need  only  refer  to  the  Journal  of  the 
Convention  that  formed  the  Constitution,  We 
there  find  that  this  clause,  as  originally  pniposed, 
(p.  80,)  stood  thus:  "The  Legislature  shall  have 
power  to  admit  new  States  into  the  Union  on  tlu 
taint  (tmu  vSth  tin  original  StoUi."  These  latter 
words  ate  not  now  to  be  found  in  the  Constitu- 
tion. It  was  proposed  then  to  limit. the  power  of 
Congress  on  this  subject.  That  proposition  was 
rejected  by  the  Convention,  and  the  power  given 
in  the  broadest  possible  terms.  I  can  hardly  con- 
ceive a  stronger  case,  and  have  beard  of  no  an- 
swer attempted  to  this  important  fact. 

To  Congress,  then,  is  given  the  power  of  admis- 
sion in  its  full  extent,  and  with  all  its  incidents. 
What,  Mr.  Chairman,  are  these  incidents?  Sup- 
pose the  Slates  had  reserved  the  right  of  admit- 
ting new  members  to  themselviv,  instead  of  giving 
it,  as  they  have  done,  to  Congress :  Can  it  be 
doubted  that  ibey  mirfit,  in  that  case,  have  re- 
ceived into  their  Confederacy  new  associates,  upon 
sucb  terms  and  conditions  as  the  contracting  par- 
ties might  Me  fit  mulDally  to  adopt  ?    They  surely 
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might  And  why,  sit?  Menly  because  (Iwy 
po^ssed  the  power  of  admissioD.  But,  instead  of 
retaining  this  power,  they  have  ttuisferred  it  to 
Congress.  If  foc  do  not  possess  it,  where  does  it 
reside?  Not  in  the  States;  for  they  have  nothing 
to  do  in  the  admission  of  new  members ;  nor  in 
the  P^le,  as  asserted  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.-  Lowndeb,)  who  last  ad- 
dressed you.  He  did  not  speak  with  his  usual 
accuracy  when  he  said  that  the  people,  and  not 
Congress,  possessed  the  power  to  impose  coadi- 
tioDs  on  States  about  to  be  admitted  into  the 
Union.  The  people,  sir,  have  reserved  to  them- 
selves no  such  power,  any  more  ih^n  they  have 
reserved  the  power,  for  example,  of  declaring  war. 
Their  power  to  declare  war  uey  have  transferred 
to  Congress.  Their  power  to  admit  new  Slates, 
ihey  havei  in  like  manner,  traosfeired  to  Cob-  | 
gress;  and  we  have  seen  that  this  transfer  is  en- 
tire, with  all  its  incidents,  subject  only  to  that 
general  reservatioD  which  applies  to  all  delegated 
power — that  it  shall  be  exerted  in  a  manner  not 
repugnant  to  other  parts  of  the  Constitution. 

This  brings  me,  su',  to  inquire  what  are  the  lim- 
itations irnposed  on  Congress  by  the  Constitutioa 
'n  the  exercise  of  this  power?    And,  first,  " 


United  States  shall  gnaianty  to  every  State  ij 
Union  a  republican  form  oi  government."    ' 


the 


They 
caoDot,  therefore^  if  they  were  so  absurd  as  to 
wish  it,  prescribe  to  a  new  State  that  her  form  of 
government  should  be  auti-republican,  or  moaar- 
chical ;  because  the  State,  when  admitted,  would 
have  a  right  to  call  on  Congress  for  its  guaranty 
of  a  difTsreul  form.  But  this  clause  is  not,  as  has 
been  argued,  an  enlargement  of  the  powers  of 
Congress,  but  a.  limilBlion  upon  those  powers ;  a 
stipulation  in  favor  of  the  States,  and  against  the 
General  Government.  "To  guaranty"  does  not 
meafi  to  create,  or  cause  to  be  created;  but  simply 
to  defend  that  which  already  exists.  Yel  Con- 
gress, to  secure  the  existence  of  thai,  which,  when 
established,  Ihey  are  bound  to  defend,  have  in  every 
case  made  it  a  condition,  in  admitting  new  States, 


Congress  "shall  protect  each  of  the  States  against 
domalie  ^iolmee."  Now,  if  their  being  bound  to 
protect  the  Slates  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  republi- 
can form  of  goTernment,  aaihorijes  them  to  make 
such  a  form  the  condition  of  their  becoming  States, 
why  may  not  ihey,  upon  the  same  ground,  under 
tbe  latter  clause,  prescribe  the  exclusion  of  slavery 
as  a  condition  7  Slavery  is  sure  ultimately  to  pro- 
duce "  domestic  violence"  wherever  it  exists.  Fore- 
seeing (bis,  might  not  Congress  say  to  a  new  State,  | 
we  will  not  admit  you,  if  you  allow  slaverv  to  ex- 
ist among  you ;  because  we  shall  be  obliged,  imder 
this  clause,  at  some  future  period,  to  protect  you 
against  "  domestic  violence,"  arising  from  the  in- 
surrection and  rebellion  of  youi  slaves?  Tbe 
right  to  anticipate  and  prevent  an  evil  which  they 
are  bound,  when  it  comes,  to  remove,  is,  in  both 
cases,  precisely  tbe  same;  and,  of  the  two  evils, 
"  domestic  violence"  is  certainly  much  more  likely 
to  occur  from  tbe  toleration  of  slavery,  than  an 
auti-republicfn  form  of  goveramenl,  for  want  of 


an  express  stipulatioa  to  exclude  it.  Let  me  nof, 
however,'  be  understood  as  deriving  any  power 
claimed  in  the  present  instance,  from  this  clause 
of  the  ConstitutKMi ;  but  to  those  who  think  that 
they  derive  from  this  section  alone  their  right  to 
prescribe  a  republican  form  of  government,  this 
view  of  the  subject  cannot  surely  be  without  some 
degree  of  weight. 

There  isonothei  obvious  limitation  on  the  power 
of  Congress  in  admitting  new  States,  which  re- 
sults from  the  nature  of  the  compact  New  Slates 
must  be  admitted  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  ther^hts 
and  privileges  derived  by  the  original  States  tram 
the  Constitution;  otherwise  they  would  not  be 
admitted  into  the  same  Union  with  the  rest.  No 
condition  can,  therefore,  be  annexed  to  the  ad- 
mission of  a  State,  which  takes  from  her  any  Con- 
lai,  or,  as  it  is  more  frequently  called,  any 
federal  right,  because  this  would  be  at  vanance 
with  the  admission  itself,  and,  therefore,  void;  as 
in  any  other  case  of  a  condition  annexed  to  a 
grant,  inconsistent  with  the  giant  itself 

This  is  a  limitation  on  the  powers  of  Congress 
in  favor  of  the  new  States.  There  is  another, 
which  may  perhaps  be  inferred  in  reference  to  the 
old.  Congress  can  propose  no  condition  to  a  new 
Slate,  which,  if  accepted  by  her,  would  transfer 
to  the  Union  any  power  to  be  exercised  over  other 
States,  which  had  not  been  granted  by  the  Con- 
stitution to  the  General  Government ;  because  this 
would  be  to  affect  the  political  rights  of  third 
parties,  without  their  own  consent  And  here,  per- 
mit me  to  say,  that  this  limitalioQ  furnishes,  in  mp 
view,  a  conousive  answer  to  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Lownoes,)  who,  if  I  rightly 
understood  him,  founded  his  chief  objection  to 
this  measur^  on  the  supposed  inability  of  Congress 
to  acquire,  by  compaat  with  new  States,  federal 
powers  not  conferred  by  the  Constitution  on  the 
General  Government,  to  be  exercised  over  theolher 
States;  and  thus,  IneSect,  to  alter  theConstitution 
in  a  manner  not  provided  for  by  that  instrument. 
The  soundness  of  this  principle  it  is  not  necessary 
here  to  controv«'t,or  even  to  examine;  sinceitu 
totally  inapplicable,  in  my  view  of  the  subject,  to  the 
present  l»ll.  This  amendment  does  not  require  the 
people  of  Missouri  to  transfer  any  portion  of  their 
sovereignty,  or  to  invest  tha  General  Goveromeat 
with  any  new  authority,  which  they  did  not  be- 
fore possess,  applicable  to  other  member*  of  the 
Confederacy ;  wit  only  that  they  should  renounce 
the  power  claimed  for  them,  of  making  slaves  of 
their  fellow  men.  It  is  a  renunciation  of  the 
power  merely,  and  not  iti  transfer,  which  is  asked 
in  this  case. 

Subject,  then,  to  these  just  and  natural  linaita- 
tions,  I  con  see  nothing  dangerous  or  alarming  in 
the  power  claimed  by  Congresi  on  thif  occasion. 
They  can,  on  the  one  hand,  deprive  the  new  State 
of  no  right  or  privily  conferred  by  the  Con- 
Btitution  on  tbe  original  confederates ;  and,  on  the 
other,  can  acquire  for  themselves  no  new  poww  or 
authority,  to  be  exerted  over  the  other  States, 
without  their  consent.  When  to  this  we  add, 
that  the  terms  proposed  must,  in  all  cases,  be  ac- 
cepted by  the  new  State,  before  they  have  any 
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binding  force ;  and  chat  the  supreme  l^ialature  of 
tlie  UDtOD  ^cts  for  lad  represoio  the  oBlp  other 
y  in  interest,  tlie  petnde  of  the  United  States^ 
n  perceire  no  weignt  wbaleTer  in  the  area- 
ment,  so  earnestly  preswd  upon  ns  from  the  other 
aide,  that  Uiis  is  a  Kreat  and  indefinite  power, 
liable  to  abase,  and,  therefore,  not  to  be  presumed 
to  exist.  Sir.  an  argonient  from  the  abuse  of 
pover  is  total))'  inaj^tlicable,  when  the  quesiion 
13,  wbether  "We  possess  (be  power  or  not.  What 
powers  are  more  liable  to  abuse,  than  those,  for  in- 
ataiKe,  of  making  war  and  iroposing  taxes  1  Yet, 
no  one  will  deny  that,  under  the  Constitation,  we 
poesess  both  ibese  dangerons  and  ind^nite  powers. 
I  have  etHlearored  to  show  that  the  right  here 
claimed  is  neither  dangerons  nor  indefinite ;  yet, 
if  it  were  both  of  these,  this  would  be  no  proof 
tb&t  it  was  not  conferred  upon  us  by  the  Consti- 
tution ;  tbongh  it  might  have  been  an  argument 
frith  the  framera  of  that  instrument  for  withboldii^ 
it  ftom  m.  They  did  not  see  fit,  howerer,  so  to 
4o,  and  for  leavmg  this  discretion  in  Conffress, 
limitedj  as  I  hare  jown  it  to  be,  many  good  rea- 
sons might,  1  apprehtmd,  be  given. 

There  is  nolmng,  surdy,  in  the  nature  of  a  con- 
federated republic,  which  renders  it  necessary  for 
each  member  of  the  confederacy  to  possess  the 
same  State  or  mimicipal  rights,  any  more  than 
the  nme  extent  of  territory,  wealth,  or  population. 
Nor  is  it  true^  in  point  of  fact,  that  ihey  all  enjoy 
the  same  puTileges,  or  derive  equal  advantages 
frran  the  Union.  Who  does  not  see  that  Delaware 
and  Rhode  Island,  for  instance,  gain  more  fi'om 
their  connexion  With  the  Union,  compared  with 
what  they  contribute  to  its  safety  or  defence,  than 
MaDsaebusettsor  New  York?  But  neither  the  large 
States  nor  the  small  have  any  just  reason  to  com- 
plain, if  they  enjoy  all  the  lights  and  immunities 
for  wbich  they  stipulated  on  thmr  admission  into 
the  Union.    It  is  the  same  wtih  Missouri. 

Acting  for  heiself,  by  her  own  free  will  and 
^Mce,  Oie  w^  accept  or  reject  die  terms  we  pro- 
pose. Ff  Ae  accepts,  and  thus  makes  them  her 
own,  die  therebr  b^omee  a  member  of  our  Union ; 
she  ecmiires  rignts  which  Ae  did  not  before  pos- 
aces;  oDtains  privileges  which  we  are  not.  at  this 
time,  obiiged  to  grant;  and  if,  with  good  faith  and 
MriRy,  &e  United  States  perform  toward  her 
all  the  stipulations  of  the  coniraci,  of  what  can  she 
complain?  Whom  has  she  to  condemn?  What 
r^htofher's  has  been  violated?  What  mivilege 
Withdrawn?  What  imiiiunity  withhdd?  It  is, 
tben,  the  utmost  perversion  of  language  to  say,  as 
Ae  honorable  Speaker  (Mr.  Clay)  does,  that,  if 
•he  acee^  these  terms  she  becomes  a  vassal  and 
a  slave ;  or  to  argue,  ss  be  has,  that  this  restriction 
is  unjuBt,  because  it  deprives  her  of  the  rights  of 
Mlf-govemment  and  internal  police.  For,  where 
is  the  State  in  this  Union  which  possesses  these 
rigiaa  in  their  full  extent?  When  we  are  told 
diat  Missouri  will  not  have  the  rights  of  self-gov- 
ernment, if  she  renounces  the  power  claimed  for 
her  of  depriving  others  of  their  right  to  freedom — 
not  to  animadvert  here  on  the  odious  nature  of  the 
claim— is  it  not  equally  true,  that  all  the  other 
States  are  abo  deprived  of  the  rights  of  self-gor- 


ernment  ?  Is  it  not  an  attribute  of  sovete^ty — a 
right  of  self-go veranieot — to  deelue  war,  to  enter 
into  treaty  or  alliance  with  other  States,  grant  let- 
ters of  marque  and  reprisal,  coin  money,  emit  bills 
of  credit,  and  pass  biUV  of  attainder?  YetnoState 
in  theUoioncandoanyof  thesethings.  Arethey, 
therefore,  degraded  to  the  rank  of  vassal  and 


slave,  and  d«)rived  of  the  rights  of  srif-govem- 
ment?  Surelv  not.  And  why  not,  sir?  Because 
they  vqluntarily  surrendered  these  and  other  rights 


to  the  Union.  The  original  Slates  became  m«n- 
bers  of  the  Confederacy,  after  mature  deliberation, 
not  because  any  one  of  them  approved  of  every 
part  of  the  Constitution,  but  because  they  thought 
the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  Union 
greater,  on  the  whole,  than  the  sacrifices  (and  no 
two  made  the  same)  which  that  Union  required  of 
them,  hfft  Missouri  do  the  same ;  and  whether 
she  determines  at  this  time  to  become  a  State,  or 
remain  a  territory  for  the  present,  the  act  will  be 
her  own,  and  performed  with  quite  as  much  free- 
dom of  choice  as  the  other  States  enjoyed  whm 
the  same  question  was  put  to  them. 

Having  thus,  Mr.  Chairmen,  ^iraved,  as  I  trust, 
that  Congress  has,  by  the  Constitution,  a  right  to 
propose  terms  and  conditions  to  Territories  anjriy- 
mg  for  admission,  1  ask  die  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee, while  i  pass  lariefly  in  review  the  sevend 
States  admitted  into  the  Union  since  the  present 
form  of  Government  was  adopted,  and  inouire 
whether  the  conclusions  !  have  thus  drawn  from 
the  Constimtion  itself,  are  confirmed  or  contra- 
dicted by  the  practice  and  the  declarations  of  those 
who  have  gone  before  us  on  this  subject.  Tbli 
field  has  been  already  explored  by  others,  but  it  ts 
still  rich  in  matter^  most  pertinent  to  this  occasion. 
If,  from  this  exatmnation,  it  sfaoiild  appear  that  tlie 
new  Slates  have  been  uniformly  admit^,  upon 
terms  and  conditions,  many  of  them  afieeting  the 
highest  attributes  of  sovereignty,  and  none  of 
them  applicable  to  the  original  States,  it  will  not 
be  easy  to  persuade  me  that  the  present  Congress 
has  less  power  and  leas  authority,  in  this  respect, 
than  its  predecessors. 

The  first  State  admitted  was  Kentucky.  It  was, 
originally,  a  part  of  Virginia,  and  was  allowed  by 
her  to  become  an  indq)endent  StBt&  upon  certain 
"terms  and  conditions,"  By  the  fourth  of  tbeae 
conditions  Koitucky  was  required  to  stipulate,  that 
she  would  never  tax  the  lands  of  non-residents 
higher  Aan  those  of  residents.  By  the  seventh, 
she  was  required  to  leave  the  navigation  of  the 
Ohio  free  to  all  citizens  of  the  United  States,  if 
theve  and  other  terms  were  accepted  by  Eentuckr, 
they  were  "to  become  a  solemn  compact,  mutually 
binding  on  the  parties,  and  unalterable  by  either, 
without  the  consent  of  the  other."  These  condi- 
tions were  accepted  by  Kentucky,  and  she  was 
admitted  into  the  Union  in  1791,  subject  to  these 
restrii^ions.  Such  is  the  history  of  the  first  Stale 
formed  under  the  present  Constitution.  But,  how 
does  this  agree,  sir,  with  the  doctrine  maintained 
on  the  other  side?  Every  new  State,  saya  the 
gentleman  ^Mr.  LowNoea)  from  South  Carolina, 
must  have  the  same  State  rights,  the  same  auAor- 
ity,  and  the  same  jurisdiction  m  all  cases  what- 
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ever,  within  its  own  limits,  as  the  origioal  tbir- 
leen.  The  ver^  word  State,  says  the  Speaker, 
(Mr.  Clay,)  implies  a  political  community,  poB- 
sessisg  exactly  the  same  lights  aod  powers,  aad  in 
all  respects  tesembUug  the  parlies  to  the  original 
compact.  It  is  also  on  this  same  defisition  ot  the 
word  State,  that  nearly  the  whole  argument  of  the 

SDtleman  (Mr.  BABBOUR)fioKi  Virginia,  agaiost 
is  amendment,  rests.  But  will  this  d^uiiion 
apply  to  Kentucky?  No  matter  bv  whom  these 
restnctioDii  were  imposed,  whether  by  Virginia  or 
by  the  Union,  it  is  sufficient,  for  my  argument, 
that  Kentucky  does  not  possess  the  same  Stale 
lishLi  which  belong  to  the  old  States.  In  New 
lUmpshire,  for  example,  we  can  tax  the  lands  of 
n<»i-re$idents  higher  than  those  of  residents.  In 
Kentucky  they  cannot.  Kentucky,  then,  does  not 
possess  all  the  attributes  of  soverei^ty,  of  self- 
government,  and  internal  police,  wbich  belong  to 
Ute  original  States.  But  isshe,  thertfore,  degraded, 
made  a  vassal  and  a  slave?  Her  champion  on 
this  floor,  the  most  distinguished  of  her  sons,  (Mr. 
Clat,)  has  proudly  answered  no ;  has  proudly  told 
OS  that  she  stands,  in  ell  respects,  unincumbered 
and  erect.  And  why,  sir,  is  she  not  degraded  by 
these  conditions  7  The  answer  is  obvious ;  because 
she  consented  to  them  freely;  because  she  parted 
voluntarily  with  certain  rights,  as  the  condition  of 
obtaining  certain  other  rights.  No  more  will  Mis- 
souri be  degraded,  if,  wiUi  a  view  to  similar  ad- 
vantages, she  renounces  the  odious  power  claimed 
for  her,  of  making  slaves  of  men. 

The  n«t  State  admitted  was  Vermont,  Her 
COBstilution  declared  alt  men  free.  No  conditions 
were  annexed  by  Congress  to  her  admission. 

Tennessee  comes  next  in  the  list  of  new  States. 
She  was  farmed  out  of  territory  ceded  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  by  North  Carolina,  on  various  "express 
conditions,  and  subject  thereto  j"  one  of  these  was, 
(bat  the  ordinance  of  1787,  so  often  mentioned  in 
this  debate,  should  be  extended  to  her,  except  the 
•rticle  relating  to  slavery.  Another  was,  that  the 
lands  of  non-resident  proprietors  should  not  be 
taxed  higher  than  those  of  residents.  In  1796  she 
was  admitted  into  the  Union  "  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  the  original  States,  in  all  respects  what- 
soever." As  this  expression  here  first  occurs,  in 
admitting  s  new  State,  it  may  not  be  improper 
to  inquire  into  its  meaning,  as  applied  to  wis 
subject. 

We  hare  already  seen  that  the  United  Slates  ac- 
quired this  territory  on  certain  "express  condi- 
tions," on  which  alone  they  could  hold  it ;  that 
one  of  these  (not  to  mention  others)  deprived  the 
future  State  of  a  tight — that  of  taxing  non-resi- 
dents higher  than  residents — which  belonged  clear- 
ly to  the  original  thirteen  Slates.  This  expression 
could  not,  then,  mean  that  Tennessee  should  pos- 
sess all  the  State  rights  enjoyed  by  any  other  State 
in  the  Union  ;  for  this  would  have  been  to  violate 
the  contract  with  North  Carolina.  Nor  did  Ten- 
nessee so  undeistand  it;  for  she  incorporated  the 
provisions  of  the  deed  of  cession  into  her  constitu- 
tion, and  thus,  in  express  terms,  became  a  party  to 
the  compact.  The  "equal  fooling"  here  spoKen 
off  >S|  then,  an  equality  of  Federal  rights  merely  j 


and  in  no  other  sense  is  the  expressitm  applicable 
to  any  of  the  new  States,  except  Venpont. 

The  next  Stat«  admitted  was  Ohio;  the  fairesL 
the  brightest,  the  most  vigorous,  of  all  your  ofi- 
spring.  That  she  is  so,  that  she  has  increased  with 
a  rapidity  surpassing  all  example  in  the  history  ot 
manltiud,  till  within  the  short  space  of  a  single 

feneration,  (for  the  first  settlers  are  stilt  alive,)  sne 
as  filled  her  capacious  borders  so  that  they  al- 
ready overflow  with  a  race  of  hardy,  intelligent, 
and  virtuous  cultivators  of  the  soil,  is  confessedly 
owing  to  its  being  made  a  condition  of  her  exist- 
ence, Doth  as  a  Territory  and  as  a  State^  that  she 
should  exclnde,  what  we  now  require  Missouri  to 
exclude,  the  foul  plague  of  slavery  from  her  bosom. 
With  such  an  example  before  us,  it  seems  almost 
impossible  to  hesitate  as  to  the  course  we  ought 
now  to  pursue.  The  Norlhweslern  Territory,  out 
of  which  Ohio  was  formed;  was  ceded  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  principally  by  Virginia.  In  1787  an 
ordinance  was  passed  by  the  (ud  Congress  for  its 
temporary  government,  and  for  its  final  disposition. 
This  celebrated  ordinance  contained  various  "ar- 
ticles of  compact  between  the  original  States  and 
the  people  and  Slates  in  the  said  Territory,"  which 
were  "  forever  to  remain  unalterable,  unless  by 
common  consent." 

I  shall  have  occasion  hereafter  to  advert  more 
particularly  to  these  articles;  1  will  here  only  add 
that  the  Gin  article  provided  that  there  should  be 
neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude  in  the 
said  territory,  otherwise  than  in  the  punishment  of 
crimes.  Tne  proposed  restriction  on  Missouri  is 
copied  verbatim  from  this  article.  In  1802,  CoB- 
gress  authorized  the  people  of  Ohio  to  form 
a  conslilulion,  "provided  that  the  same,  when 
formed,  shall  be  republican,  and  not  repugnant  to 
the  ordinance  of  July  13th,  1787."  The  act  also 
contained  other  conditions,  one  of  which  was,  that 
the  United  States  should  be  at  litierty,  at  any 
future  period,  to  extend  the  limits  of  Ohio,  by 
adding  to  it  certain  other  territory  therein  de- 
scribed. These  terms,  together  with  those  con- 
tained in  the  ordinance,  were  accepted  by  Ohio; 
and  she  was  admitted  into  the  Union  "upon  an 
equal  footing,"  (%o  says  the  law,)  "with  the  origi- 
oal  Slates,  in  all  respects  whatever."  Here,  then, 
is  a  third  State,  with  the  same  federal  rights,  but 
with  State  rights  inferior  to  those  of  the  original 
thirteen. 

The  next  Stale  admitted  was  Louisiana.  By 
the  treaty  of  April  30th,  1803,  the  province  of 
Louisiana  was  ceded  to  the  United  Stales,  "in 
full  sovereignty,"  by  the  French  Republic.  By 
this  treaty,  the  United  Slates  acquired  an  extent 
of  territory  greater  than  all  their  former  posses- 
sions. The  first  question  naturally  suggested  by 
this  important  fact  is,  whether  the  President  and 
Senate  had  authority,  under  the  Constitution,  to 
make  this  acquisition;  to  purchase  for  the  General 
Government,  without  the  consent  of  the  several 
States,  a  territory  out  of  which  twenty  new  States  I 

may  be  formed?  whether,  in  short,  they  could  < 

lawfully  acquire^  found,  and  govern,  an  ma^n, 
without  their  original  limits,  of  such  vast  extent 
.  that  it  may,  in  time,  become  mote  powerful  tbain 


Digni2 


^yCoOi-^IC 


U21 


HISTOEY  OF  CONGRESS. 


February,  I 


Adatitiion  of  Miuoari. 


H.  1 


lite  parent  country  itself,  and  eventually  hold  all 
the  original  members  of  the  Republic  in  complete 
subjection  t  If  we  look  to  the  Coostilution  for  an 
answer  to  the«e  inquiries,  we  shall  find  there  no 
express  authority  given  to  auy  branch  of  the  GioV' 
ernment  to  purchase  foreign  tecrilory.  Do  we 
know,  sir,  what  are  lo  be  the  effects  of  this  mighty 
cession?  Have  we  sufficiently  reflected  on  the 
entire  change,  the  total  revolution,  which  this 
purchase  has  made,  or  will  make,  in  all  our  rela- 
ttous,  foreign  and  domestic,  internal  and  exterior  1 
To  those  who  know  the  care  and  anxiety  with 
which  the  delicate  balance  of  the  Constitution 
was  adjusted,  it  will  not  seem  probable  that  either 
the  South  or  the  North,  jealous  as  they  were  of 
each  other's  infiuence,  intended,  incidentally,  and 
without  express  terms,  to  confer  on  Congress  a 
power  to  throw  into  tfie  scales — not,  indeed,  the 
sword  of  the  Gaul — but  a  territory  larger  than  the 
Qaut  ever  conquered,  or  the  Roman,  ia  the  height 
and  arro^nce  of  power,  ever  added  to  bis  empire. 

But,  it  it  be  thus  doubtful  whether  the  General 
Government  possesses,  under  the  Constitution,  a 
right,  not  expressly  delegated,  to  add  indefinitely 
to  our  empire,  it  is  not.  in  my  mind,  at  all  doubt- 
ful, whether  the  Presiaent  and  Senate,  under  the 
treaty-making  power,  can  purchase  territory,  with 
a  stipulation  compelling  Congress  (as  it  is  con- 
tended we  are  now  compelled)  to  admit  that  ter- 
ritory iato  the  Uniouj  whether  they  will  or  not. 

The  power  to  admit  new  States  is  given  exclu- 
sively to  CouKress ;  hut  this  would  be  virtually  to 
transfer  it  to  the  President  and  Senate  alone.  The 
authors  of  this  treaty  did  not  so  understand  it.  I 
have  the  best  authority  for  saying,  that  one  Presi- 
dent at  least,  fMt.  Madison,)  was  of  opinion,  and 
so  expressed  nimself  at  the  time,  that  this  part 
of  the  treaty  could  not  be  executed,  without  an 
amendment  of  the  Constitution.  This  was,  in- 
deed, the  general  opinion  of  the  best  informed 
statesmen  at  that  period.  I  will  mention  only  two, 
both  of  them  of  the  highest  standing  in  the  parts 
of  the  country  to  which  they  belonged.  "  I  am 
free  to  confess,"  said  the  present  Secretary  of  Slate, 
(Mr.  Adams,)  when  this  treaty  came  before  the 
Senate  in  1804,  "  that  the  third  article  contains 
engagements  placing  us  in  a  dilemma,  from  which 
I  see  no  possible  mode  of  extricating  ourselves  but 

S'  an  amendment,  or  rather  an  addition  to  the 
onsiituiion."  This  was  said  in  answer  to  the 
objection  that  the  treaty  provided  for  the  admis- 
sion of  the  territory  as  a  State  into  the  Union. 
and  was,  therefore,  unconstitutional.  He  admicied 
the  objection,  and  proposed  to  avoid  it,  by  an 
amendment  of  the  ConsCitutiou.  Mr.  Taylor  of 
Virginia,  on  the  contrary,  denied  that  the  treaty 
contained  any  such  stipHlation.  "  The  word)  " 
the  treaty  are,"  said  he^  "  literally  satisfied  by 
'corporatingthem(theinhBbitants)  into  the Un 
'  as  a  territory,  and  not  as  a  State.  The  citizens 
'  of  the  Territories  are  citizens  ofthe  United  States, 
'  and  have  all  the  rights  of  citizenship ;  but  these 
'  do  not  include  those  political  rights  which  arise 
*  from  State  governmeut^and  which  are  dissimi- 
'  lar  in  difietent  States,"  If  it  had  been  urged,  as 
it  now  IS,  that  Congress  were  bound  to  admit 


Louisiana  or  Missouri  without  delay,  and  with- 
out conditions,  into  the  Union  as  a  State,  and  that 
whatever  might  be  our  rights  under  the  Constitu- 
tion, they  were  taken  away  by  the  treaty,  Mr- 
Adams  would  have  answered,  "  you  have  no  ri^C 
to  admit  them  at  all,  till  you  have  amended  the 
Constitution ;"  and  Mr.  Taylor  would  have  said, 
that  "  admission  as  a  Territory  was  all  that  the 
treaty  required."  The  same  opinions  were,  oa 
that  occasion,  even  more  strongly  expressed  in  the 
House  of  Representatives.  I  refer  to  these  high 
.ihorities,  Mr.  Chairman,  merely  to  show  that, 

the  opinion  of  those  who  negotiated,  and  those 
who  ratified  this  treaty,  it  could  not  have  been  in- 
tended  to  confer  on  Ine  people  of  Missouri  any 
peculiar  rights,  not  possessed  by  other  Territories 
ofthe  United  States,  and,  consequently,  that  they 
stand  on  no  better  fooling,  in  this  respect,  than 
r  Territories  applying  for  admission.  Other 
coiksideralions  lead  us  to  ine  same  conclusion. 

Treaties  arc  declared  by  the  Constitution  to  be 
the  supreme  law  of  the  laud ;"  hut  they  are  su- 
preme only  within  the  limits  assigned  them  by 
that  instrument.  There  may  be  an  unconstitu- 
tional treaty,  though  regularly  formed  and  ratified, 
as  well  as  an  unconstitutional  law,  though  regularly 
introduced  and. enacted:  and  hotlrwoutd  be  equally 

lid,  and  of  no  binding  force  or  effect.    The  power 

admit  new  States  is  given,  with  all  its  incidents, 

Congress,  and  not  lo  the  President  and  Senate 
merely.     If,  therefore,  Louisiana  was  acquired  on 

nditioQs  which  operated,  in  the  smallest  degre^ 
lu  lessen,  to  abridge,  or  to  vary,  the  Constitutional 
rights  of  Congress,  with  respect  to  her  admission 
or  rejection,  with  respect  lo  the  time  when,  or  the 
terms  upon  which,  she  should  be  admitted,  the  trea- 
ty^ so  far  as  it  attempted  to  interfere  with  the  Con- 
stitutional powers  01  Congress  on  this  subject,  was 
void  in  itsdf,  and  could,  of  course,  confer  no  new 
rights  on  Missouri.  This,  however,  is  going  upon 
the  supposition,  that  the  treaty  b  inconsistent  with 
the  proposed  restriction.  But,  if  we  turn  to  that 
instrument,  no  such  inconsistency  will  be  found. 
"  The  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory,"  says  the 
third  article,  which  alone  relates  to  this  subject 
"  shall  be  incorporated  in  the  union  of  the  United 
'  Stales,  and  admitted,  as  soon  as  possible,  aecord- 
'  ing  to  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution, 
'  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights,  advantages, 
'  and  immunities,  of  citizens  of  the  United  Statea," 
The  inhabitants  then,  are  to  be  admitted  "  accord- 
ing to  the  principles  ofthe  Federal  Constitution." 
If,  therefore,  by  the  Constitution,  we  have  the 
right  here  claimed,  it  was  not  the  intention  ofthe 
treaty,  any  more  than  it  would  have  been  in  the 
power  of  Its  authors,  to  deprive  us  of  it.  And  in 
this  point  of  view,  also,  we  may  lay  the  treaty 
altogether  out  of  sight,  in  deciding  the  present 
question. 

But  let  us  look  again,  sir,  to  the  provisions  of 
this  treaty.  The  inhabitants  are  to  1>e  admitted 
to  all  the  tights,  advantages,  and  immunities,  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States."  Now,  sir,  the 
power  to  hold  slaves  is  fortunately  not  oneof  these 
rights,  advantages,  or  immunities.  No  man  caa 
hold  another  in  perpetual  bondage  by  any  au- 
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thoritjr  derived  from  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales.  For,  if  he  could,  then  might  slaves 
lie  held  in  New  Hampshire,  for  exatiiple,  or  in 
■ny  of  the  other  free  Statea ;  because  "  the  rights, 
adrantases,  and  immunities,  of  citizens  of  the 
United  Stales,"  conferred  by  the  Constitution  are 
the  same  in  every  ptirt  of  the  Union.  But,  none 
irill  pretend  that  slaves  can  be  held  in  New  Hamp- 
shire, or  in  ihe  other  free  States. 

It  IS  only  in  consequence  of  an  authority  derived 
from  the  laws  of  particular  States  that  slaves  can  be 
hdd  in  any  pait  of  the  Union.  There  is  nothing, 
Aen.  in  the  treaty,  inconsistent  with  the  proposed 
restriction,  because  the  treaty  confers  only  federal 
rights,  and  the  power  ta  hold  slaves  is  confessedly 
Dot  one  of  these  rights.  In  consequence  of  the 
natare  of  our  Government,  every  man  in  this 
coustry  has  a  double  relation  and  character  to 
natain ;  first,  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
mnd,  secondly,  as  a  citizen  of  some  paiticuiar  State. 
In  each  of  these  characters  he  enjoys  rights  which, 
*     '       "'        '        " '   '        "    ' '      ind  has  duties 

..    .  .    __. impose.    It  is 

federal  rights  only  which  the  Qeneral  Government 


.  ,  and,  hy  adverting  to  this  obvious  dis- 
tinction, we  perceive,  at  once,  that  ihe  oroposed 
leatriction  on  slavery  leaves  the  people  of  Missouii 
in  "  the  full  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights,  advan- 
tages, and  immunities,  of  citizens  oi  the  United 
States."  Here,  then,  is  a  literal  compliance  with 
the  terms  of  the  treaty.  Its  intention  is  equally 
obvious.  The  United  Stales  could  not  have  in- 
tended to  bind  themselves  to  any  thing  inconsistent 
with  the  Constitution,  for  they  refer  expressly  to 
it  for  their  meaning.  Nor  could  France  have  in- 
tHided  to  secure  for  these  people  any  privileges  not 
enjoyed  by  other  territories  of  the  United  States, 
or  to  obtain  an  admission  for  them  into  the  Union 
on  terms  more  favorable  than  had  been  granted  to 
other  territories.  Now,  the  only  territory  admitted 
before  the  purchase  of  Louisiana  was  Ohio ;  and, 
in  that  case,  this  very  prohibition  of  slavery  had 
been  imposed.  France,  then,  if  she  had  looked 
the  terms  on  which  territories  had  been,  and  we 
to  be,  admitted,  must  have  erpecled  that  this  very 
measure  would  be  adopted  which  we  now  propose. 
I  am  justified,  therefore,  in  saying,  that  it  violates 

neither  the  terms  of  the  treaty """  ' "^ '' 

the  parties. 

In  1S04,  the  province  of  Louisiana  was  divided 
into  two  territorial  governments.  In  1811,  Con- 
grtaa  passed  an  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Or- 
hans  Taritory,  now  the  State  of  Louisiana,  ic 
form  a  constitution  "  upon  the  conditions  herein- 
after mentioned."  These  conditions  were  nume- 
rous and  important.  Among  other  things,  it  was 
Jirgvided,  that  their  constitution  should  contain  the 
ondamental  principles  of  civil  and  religious  lib- 
erty ;  that  theur  laws,  records,  and  legislative  an-* 
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•houtdneverbe  taxed  higher  than  those  of  residents. 
These  and  other  conditions  were  accepted  by  the 
people  of  Louisiana,  and  by  them  incorporated  in 
their  constitution,  and  in  an  ordinance,  which  they 


declared  irrevocable  without  the  consent  of  Coo- 
eress.  In  1812,  they  were  "admitted  into  the 
Union,  on  an  equal  footing  with  iheoriginal  States, 
in  all  respects  whatever,  provided,"  says  the  act, 
"  that  all  the  conditions  and  lerms  contained  in  the 
third  section  of  the  act  of  February  20lh,  1811. 
shall  becoostdered,deeme(l,  and  taken  fundamental 
conditions  and  terms,  upon  which  the  said  Stale 
incorporated  in  the  Union.''  It  is  impossible  to 
Jieve  that  the  "  equal  foaling"  thus  spoken  of 
could  be  any  other  than  an  equality  of  federal 
rights.  An  equality  of  State  rights  Louisiana 
could  not  possess,  consistently  with  this  act ;  for 
its  conditions,  which  are  irrevocable  without  the 
consent  of  Congress,  must  for  ever  prevent  her  from 
lesislating  on  various  important  subjects,  over 
wnich  the  original  Slates  have  complete  jurisdic- 
tion. Some  of  these  conditions  are  sufficiently  re- 
markable, and,  in  my  opinion,  such  as  no  ingenuity 
can  derive  from  any  express  powers  given  to  Con- 
gress by  the  Constitution  in  relation  to  these  par- 
ticular objects.  Where,fo[  instance,are  theexpress 
clauses  authorizing  you  to  make  it  a  condition  of 
admitting  a  State,  that  she  shall  establish  religious 
freedom ;  that  she  shall  use  the  English  language 
in  all  her  ofGcial  acts ;  or  that  she  shall  not  tax 
the  lands  of  nan-residents  higher  than  those  of  res- 
idents f  I  know  of  no  sucn  clause ;  none  such 
have  been  pointed  out.  No,  sir;  these  conditions 
can  be  defended  only  on  the  ground  which  I  have 
taken  J  namely,  that  Congress  may  admit  new 
States  upon  such  terms  as  the  parties  see  fit  mu- 
tually toadopt,  provided  that  they  leave  the  States, 
admitted,  in  possession  of  all  federal  rights  per- 
taining to  the  old  Stales,  and  do  not  acquire  for 
themselves  any  new  power  to  be  exerted  over  other 
members  of  the  Confederacy  without  their  consent. 
I  have  already.  Mr.  Chairman,  occupied  so  much 
of  yoUT  time  witn  this  branch  of  the  mquiiy,  that 
I  will  only  add,  with  respect  to  the  remaming 
States,  that  Indiana  and  Illinois  were  admitted  on 
conditions  similar  to  those  of  Ohio ;  and  that  Mis- 
sissippi and  Alabama  came  in  on  the  same  terms, 
except  with  respect  lo  slavery,  which  was  unfor- 
tunately fixed  on  them,  by  the  deed  of  cession  from 
Georgia  to  the  United  Stales. 

Such,  sir,  is  th^  history  of  the  formation  andad- 
mission  of  all  our  new  States,  from  Kentucky  to 
Alabama.  To  each  of  Ihem.  the  first  question  put, 
was  whether  they  chose  at  that  time  to  become  a 
State,  on  the  terms  then  proposed,  which  terms,  if 
accepted,  were  to  be  irrevocable  without  the  con- 
sent of  both  parties.    With  respect  to  three  of 


«iiii<:  ici>LMi,>,uu  uu  slavery,  proposed  in  this  au^uu- 
ment,  was  made  the  condition  of  their  bring  Ad- 
mitted. There  is  one  condition  (not  lo  mention 
others)  running  through  all  the  new  Slates,  which 
is  too  remarkable  to  be  here  omitted.  It  was  made 
a  condition,  with  all  of  them,  that  they  should 
stipulate  never  to  tax  the  lands  of  non-residents 
higher  than  those  of  residents.  Sir,  the  right  pos- 
sessed by  governments  to  impose  taxes,  and  to  pro- 
portion I  hose  taxes,  according  to  their  owneenaeof 
justice  or  of  policy,  among  the  individuals  upon 
whom  they  are  to  operate,  is  among  the  highest 
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and  most  uDdoubted  lights  of  Stale  soTseiguty. 
All  the  original  Stales  possess  the  right  (andsome 
of  them  bare  exercised  it)  of  taxing  the  lands  of 
non-residents  higher  than  tboae  of  leaidents.  Yet, 
ei^ht  of  the  new  States  hare  expressly  reuoimced 
this  right  forever,  as  the  coaditioR  oi  their  being 
•dmitted  into  the  Union.  Nay,  sir,  the  same  eon- 
ditirai  isiobefomidin  the  present  bill'with  respect 
to  Missouri.  All  these  States,  then,  bare  been 
admitted  with  rights  inferior  to  those  of  theoriginal 
thirteen.  With  these  undeniable  facts  before  us, 
we  shall  be  at  no  loss  what  to  think  of  the  position 
assumed  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  and  which, 
in  fact,  lies  at  the  foundation  of  all  their  arguments, 
that  new  States,  when  admitted  into  the  Union, 
become  at  once  possessed  of  all  the  local  or  muni- 
cipal rights  of  the  original  States,  and  are,  by  the 
act  of  admission,  placed  necessarily  on  an  equality, 
in  all  respects^  both  as  to  State  and  federal  rigbu, 
with  the  original  members.  Sir,  such  a  doctrine 
finds  DO  support  whatever  in  the  past  history  of 
oar  CioverDment.  It  takes,  too,  for  its  basis,  this 
strangest  of  all  positions,  that  the  act  of  admitting 
a  State  absolves  her  from  all  former  obligatioDS, 
and  even  from  the  conditions  on  which  alone  she 
becomes  a  member  of  our  Confederacy.  So  true 
is  even  this  last  inference,  that  it  has  been  ac- 
tually adapted  on  this  floor ;  and  we  hare  been 
lepcatedly  totd,  that  this  restriction,  if  accented  by 
Hissoi]ri,willnatblndher;nnd  that,byalteringher 
constitution,  she  can  at  any  time  evade  its  force  ; 
in  other  words,  that  she  may  accept  a  grant  upon 
conditions  which  she  exprMsly  stipulates  to  per- 
form, and  yet,  at  the  same  moment,  may  disregard 
or  violate  these  conditions !  If  this  be  taw  or 
justice,  if  it  be  good  faith,  or  sound  reasoning,  I 
Inow  not  to  what  conduct,  or  to  what  fallacy,  these 
terms  do  not  equally  appljr. 


HaTiDgthtu.  ,       _.  ,  _    _ 

conceire,  the  Coostittitional  power  of  Congress  to 
HDpoM  Ibis  rwtriction,  the  only  remaining  inquiry 
io^  as  to  the  expediency  of  exatiag  that  powo  on 
this  ocoasion.  If  it  wen  not  known  with  what 
ingmuily  men  siiM""^  opinions,  however  exttav' 
agtnt,  which,  from  interfist,  aom  prejudice,  oi 
firom  other  motives,  they  may  have  imbibed,  it 
would  Mom  ntledy  incndiUe  to  an  indifieient 
ipectator  that  the  expediencr  of  extending  slavery 
overhalfacontineDt  shaOM  ever  ctuoe  seriously 
to  bedelnted  in  an  aasemUy  of  Areemen.  But 
Mich  is  the  fiict  j  and  the  pcnie^  of  this  measure^ 
as  well  as  its  eoitstitetioBatity,  is  denied. 

And  here,  sir,  in  the  very  trant  ground  of  this 
iaquiry,  as  to  (lie  expedieaey  of  this  nMicttoo,  I 


rLd 


to  all  thatean  Msaidin&vorof  itsaxtension, 


;  and,  i) 
'tsaxten: 
1  that  greai 
maxim  of  luuvenal  morality,  that  what  ismorall* 
WKmg  can  never  be  pcdilically  right  We  think 
of  slavery,  air,. as  if  it  were  an  evil  ma«ly,  and 
seem  alntoat  to  forget  thftt  It  is  also  a  crime ;  that 
it  outrafca  every  ^inci]^  of  justice  and  of  hu- 
'  "     ''a  defence  on  no  grwrnds 


manity,  and  can  rat  for  it 


make  slaves  of  men  1  And  what  can  the  despot 
wish  more  abject  than  the  submission  of  heredi- 
tary bondsmen?  When  1  am  told,  then,  that  it 
is  expedient  to  extend  slavery  to  Misaoori,  1  answer, 
that  slavery  is,  in  itself,  by  the  lawsof  Godand  of 
nature,  a  aumi  ofience ;  an  act  of  tyranny  and  of 
injustice,  and,  therefore,  that  it  cannot  be  wise  or 
"-.pedient ;  because  sound  policy  and  true  wisdom 
e  never  inconsistent  with  the  just  and  equal 
rights  of  man.  On  this  subject,  sir,  let  me  not  be 
misimderstOHid.  Though  slaverr  is  in  itself  unjust, 
t  Uience  accuse  all  slav^olders  of  injustice. 
.  .  .  willing  to  believe,  that  the  toleration  of 
slavery  in  the  Southern  Blate3,where  it  has  already 
taken  deep  root,  is  not  unjust  with  respect  tc  them ; 
because  it  is  not  in  their  power  at  once  to  remove 
or  arwd  this  great  tnor^  evil.  I  am  willing  to 
believe,  with  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
(Mr.  HiHPBiLL,)  that  a  present  qualified  rignt  may, 
la  this  instance,  have  grown  out  of  an  original 
wrong.  TheBtTeam,darkandturbidin  its  fountain, 
may  yet  run  clear  as  it  wanders  down  the  valley. 
But  what  isit,  sir,  that  can  thus  purify  even  slavery 
from  its  original  mjustice?  1  answer,  the  neces- 
sity of  the  case.  It  is  not,  however,  interest,  con- 
venience, ease,  or  comfort,  under  the  name  of  ne- 
cessity ;  but  a  real,  dire,  uncontrollable,  and  most 
fatal  necessity,  which  can  alone  render  it  just  for 
one  man  to  deprive  another,  by  the  strong  arm  of 
power,  of  the  malienable  right  of  fieediMa.  1  am 
willing  to  believe,  that  this  neoessity  exists  in  the 
preset  ^avehol^Dg  States :  at  any  rate,  I  have 
no  inclination,  as  I  bavenoright,  to  ioquirewhether 
it  does  or  not.  But  1  cannot  bdieve,  because  it  is 
not  aven  preteikded,  that  this  necessity  exists  in 
Missouri.  Slavery  has  hardly  yet  taken  root  in 
that  fruitful  soil;  aod,  therefore,  what  is  to  be  tol- 
erated in  the  old  States,  only  because  it  cannot 
there  be  avoided,  is  unnecessary,  and  of  course 
criminal,  in  Missouri ;  criminal  alike  in  those 
who  establish  it,  and  in  those  who,  havins  the 
power  to  prevent,  yet  suffer  it  to  be  estauished 
there.  I  should  enlarge,  sir,  upon  this  topic, 
bnt  1  perceive  that  it  is  oae  wtiiefa  excites  no 
very  pleasant  foelings^n  our  Southern  breAren: 
and  Tarn  driven  from  it  by  the  stern  tones  ana 
the  repulsive  rastore  with  which  the  hoaorable 
Speaker  (Mr.  Clat)  has  warned  us  not  to  obtrude 
upon  him  with  our  New  England  notimt.  Sir, 
what  are  theae  notions?  Liberty,  equality,  the 
rigfcta  of  man.  Tbese  are  the  notions  which,  if 
we  chnish,  we  must  cherish  in  secret — which,  if 
Wa  entertain,  we  must  entertain  by  ourselves. 
These  are  the  noiioiis  which  we  must  cast  aside 
when  we  leave  our  own  happy  homes,  and  which, 
if  by  chance  they  find  their  way  into  this  hall,  are 
to  be  repelled  with  the  charge  of  folly,  of  fanati- 
cism, of  a  n^^n^obia.  Sir,  if  there  be  any 
madness  in  this  case,  it  is  the  madness  of  those 
who  bug  slavery  to  tbeiT  bosnns ;  if  there  be  any 
infatuation,  it  is  the  infittuation  of  those  who  are 
willins  to  desolve  the  Union,  rather  than  not  ex- 
lend  tfiis  pesUferious  institution  beyond  tbe  Hts- 


ihrone,  and  the  despot  i 

of  power.    For  what  can  the  tyrant  do  d 


liwa.  But  1  forbear  to  press  farther  this  bnuich 
the  inquiry,  and  withdraw  from  it  with  repeat- 
ing my  remark,  that,  what  is  uiijust,  mast,  for 
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that  reason  alone,  if  for  no  other,  be  inexpedient. 
But,  ibe  injustice  of  slavery  ia  not  the  only 
reason  against  its  further  exteusion.  It  is  as  pre- 
judicial to  the  country,  aa  it  is  unjust  towards  ils 
victims.  There  is  no  branch  of  useful  labor  which 
is  not  belter  performed,  and  at  less  expense,  by 
freemen  than  by  slaves.  Aericullure,  commerce, 
and  manufactures,  are  the  tnree  great  sources  of 
national  wealth.  With  respect  to  manufactures, 
tiiey  can  hardly  be  s«id  to  exist  in  countries  where 
slavery  prevails  (o  any  great  extent.  The  great 
manufacturing  establiabments-of  this  country  are 
almost  exclusively  confined  to  the  uon-slavetiold- 
ing  States. 

Df  the  injurious  effects  of  slavery  on  com- 
merce, not  a  word  need  be  caid.     Who  ever  heard 


.  ...  e  labor  of  servile  hands?- 

We  accordingly  find  that  tbc  commerce  and  navi- 

S.tion  of  the  United  Slates   belong  principally  to 
e  noQ-slaveholdinE   Slates ;  and  that  the  hardy 
seamen  who  have  borne  your  naval  thunders  in 
-  triumph  over  every  sea,  and  planted  the  stars  of 

rour  Uniou  in  a  sphere  of  glory,  whence  no  earth- 
y  power  can  ever  pluck  them  down,  were  not 
<Hiry  freemen  tbemsetves,  but  born  and  nurtured  in 
a  land  where  slavery  is  unknown. 

It  is  indeed  conceded  on  all  bands  that  the  slave- 
holding  States  are  not  extensively  engaged  in  com- 
merce 01  manufactures:  but  it  is  said  they  are  an 
agricultural  people,  and  that  to  Ibis  their  whole 
attCDiion  is  directed.  But,Bir,wilh  what  success? 
The  labor  of  slaves,  though  it  costs  nothing  be- 

i'ond  their  subsistence,  is  in  efiect  the  dearest  and 
cast  profitable  of  all  kinds  of  labor.  Feeling  do 
other  motive  than  the  fear  of  punishment,  ihev 
labor  slowly  and  with  great  reluctance,  ana  seet 
only  bow  ihey  may  escape  with  the  least  possible 
exertion  from  their  daily,  and  to  Ihem,  unjurofita- 
ble  tasks.  That  strongest  of  all  principles  implant- 
ed in  the  breast  of  man — the  desire  and  the  hope 
of  improving  his  condition — lightens  care,  and 
renders  toil  sweet  lo  him  who  is  cheered  with  the 
constant  reflection  that  he  labors  for  bimself,  and 
not  for  a  master.  Give  such  a  man  ihe  fee  simple 
of  a  barren  rock,  and  he  will  cover  it  with  ver- 
im  in  a  desert,  and 
Convenience  and  content 
companions  of  his  toil,  and  wealth  follows  in  the 
train  of  industrious  freedom.  On  the  contrary^  the 
slave  and  his  task-master,  placed  in  a  land  flow- 
ing with  milk  and  honey,  would  convert  even  the 
garden  of  Eden  into  a  desert  snd  a  waste.  Whe- 
tlier  Ibis  be  truth  or  fiction,  I  appeal  to  those  to 
say  who  have  surveyed  and  compared  the  varying 
aspects  of  our  common  country,  from  Maine  to 
Qeoreia,  in  reference  to  this  particular  object.  It 
would  be  easy  for  me  to  produce  the  highest  au- 
thorities in  support  of  my  opinion,  from  among  the 
first  men  in  the  riaveholding  Stales.  The  senti- 
ments of  Mr.  JeSerson  are  well  known,  and  have 
been  already  quoted  in  this  debate.  Those  which 
I  am  about  to  read  to  the  Committee  are  from 
another  distinguished  slaveholder,  who  states,  in 
language  stronger  than  I  should  have  dared  to  use, 
facts  iniich  no  one  has  denied,  and  which  I  may 


therefore  be  |«idoned  for  repeating  after  hfm. 
Qeneral  Haiper  says : 

^  No  p»noa  who  haa  aecn  the  sUveholding  States 
and  IbiMC  where  slavcrj  does  not  exist,  and  hsj  com- 
pared e*(r  to  slightly  their  condition  and  mtaation, 
can  bava  failed  to  be  struck  nith  the  vait  difierencs  in 
/aKr  of  ibe  latter."  "  In  populaiion ;  in  the  general 
iffuaion  of  ntalth  and  comfort ;  in  pablie  and  private 
aproTamrnu  i  in  tha  educalioD,  maanErs,  tad  nimta 
of  liie,  of  the  middle  and  laboring'  claaata ;  in  iha  bca 
of  Iha  country ;  in  roada,  bridges,  and  inni ;  in  achoola 
and  churches;  in  the  general  ad*sneeoientof  improvfr- 
menl  and  prosperity, — lliere  ia  no  comparison.  Tha 
change  ia  teen  the  inslant  you  craaa  the  line  which 
aeparalea  the  country  nhera  there  are  alarea  from  that 
where  there  are  none.  Whence  doea  thia  Jiriaa?  I 
answer,  from  this — Ihat  in  one  divialon  of  the  coun- 
try the  land  is  cutlivited  by  freemen,  for  their  onn 
benefil ;  and  in  Ihe  other  almost  entirely  by  alavea,  for 
Ihe  benefit  of  their  maaten." 

Sir,  this  is  the  testimony  of  a  slaveholder,  who 
states,  not  opmion*  which  he  may  entertain,  but 
/aeU  which  nave  forced  themselves  upon  his  obaec- 
valioD — facts  which  you  and  I,  and  every  membei 
of  this  House,  have  equally  witnessed.  If  then 
iuch  are  the  acknowledged  effects  of  slavery  wh«r- 
iver  it  exists,  can  it  be  expedient  to  extend  these 
evils  to  the  people  of  Missouri?  No,  sir.  With 
the  economy,  tbe  industry,  the  equal  distribution 
of  property,  which  prevails  in  free  States,  the 
South  would  present  an  aspect  allc^ether  diflerent, 
and  would  become  in  every  respect  more  prosper- 
ous and  more  powerful  than  it  can  ever  hope  to 
be  while  ils  generous  soil  yields  ils  produce  only 
to  the  reluctant  and  unhallowed  labor  of  servile 
hands. 

If,  from  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  we  turn  oar 
attention  to  ils  meani  of  defence,  we  shall  find 
slavery  equally  unfavorable  to  the  military  strength, 
as  to  tiiv  wealth  aiid  improvement  of  the  country. 
The  space  which  should  be  occupied  by  freemen 
is  filled  with  slaves,  end  from  them  your  armies 
draw  no  recruits.  But  this  is  not  all :  these  slaves 
are  an  oppressed  race,  ever  ready  to  break  out  in 
open  rebellion  against  their  masters,  and  most 
ready,  and  most  likely  to  do  so,  when  a  foreign 
enemy  presses  hardest  upon  the  country — so  tbnt, 
when  our  whole  military  strength  is  required  for 
defence  against  a  foreign  invader,  no  inconsidera- 
ble portion  of  your  moat  effective  force  must  be 
employed  against  this  domestic  foe,  to  awe  into 
subjection  the  slaves  within  your  borders.  Thia 
source  of  weakness  must  increase  aa  slavery  ex- 
tends, and  become  more  dangerous  in  every  suc- 
ceeding war.  Ji  is  a  fact,  well  eslabtishetl,  that 
the  greater  pan  of  our  regular  troops,  darinr  the 
Revolution,  were  drawn  from  the  nOD-staveholding 
States.  If  any  further  proof  were  required  of  this, 
we  need  only  refer  to  the  statement  of  the  number 
of  Revolutionary  pensioners  laid  this  morning  upon 
our  laUea.  They  amount  to  something  more  thaa 
sixteen  thousand;  and  of  these  nearly  thirteen 


thousand  are  from  States  where  slavery  is  not  ei 
tablished.  If  they  are  to  be  taken  as  an^  criterion 
of  the  whole  nnmber  in  service  from  difierent  parts 
of  tbe  country,  the  free  States  must  have  furnished 
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br  farthe  greatestnomber  of  regukrtroopB  daring 
uat  eTentful  period.  1  have  been  told  by  the  tcd- 
enble  gentleman  from  PennsplyaDia,  (Mr.  Fob- 


T,)wha  washimselfaiiaMariD  the  scene,  thai 
at  the  siege  of  York,  in  the  heart  of  Virginia,  there 
were  not  four  hnndred  Vi^inia  troops,  exclusire 
of  militia,  present  at  the  snrreoder  of  Comwallis. 
Sir,  the  history  of  the  late  war  brings  as  to  the 
sune  coDclosioa.  With  more  than  one-half  of  the 
people  of  N«w  England  oppased  bo  that  war,  we, 
sir,  the  Republicans  of  the  North,  furnished  more 
recruits  to  your  regular  army  than  any  other  por- 
tioQ  of  the  country  of  equal  extent.  For  the  truth 
of  titia  statement  I  refer  you  to  the  returns  in  the 
War  Office.  I  shall  ever  be  the  first  to  acknow- 
ledge, that  the  soldiers  of  the  South  and  the  West 
are  as  brave,  as  generous,  and  a^  patriotic,  as  those 
of  any  other  portion  of  toe  Union.  But  the  expe- 
rience of  all  our  wars  proves  that,  though  capable 
of  great  exertions  as  Tolunteers  and  tnililiameo, 
when  employed  for  a  short  lime  on  a  particular 
scrrice,  the  inhabitants  of  the  alareholding  Slates 
do  not  fnrush  the  country,  either  in  war  or  in 
peace,  with  man^  rmilar  soldiers. 

I  am  aware,  sir,  that  the  topics  to  which  I  haTe 
here  alluded  are  of  a  delicate  nature ;  and  I  should 
not  hare  adverted  to  this  view  of  the  subject,  con- 
dosive  as  it  is  against  the  extension  ot  slavery, 
hot  to  repel  an  assertion,  often  made  in  this  debate, 
that,  whatever  may  be  the  evils  of  slavery,  they 
are  confined  exclu-^ively  to  the  slaveholding  States, 
and  are,  therefore,  no  concern  of  ours.  Is  it  noth- 
ing to  us  that,  in  more  than  half  the  Union,  a  slate 
oitbings  exists  unfavorable  to  commerce,  to  mann- 
bctucea,  to  agricultural  impravements,  and  which 
abetracts  materially  from  the  military  strength  and 
delenee  of  our  common  country  1  And  is  tt  noth- 
ing to  as,  whether  our  new  confederates  bring 
freedom  or  slavery,  strenffth  or  weakness,  with 
them  into  our  Union  7  Tfis,  then,  is  the  interest, 
deep  and  lasting,  which  we  have  in  the  present 
question ;  and  this  the  motive,  just  and  honorable, 
which  we  feel,  in  urging  wito  ardor  the  adoption 
of  a  measure  calculated,  as  we  brieve,  to  promote 
all  the  great  objects  for  which  the  Government 
itself  W9S  at  first  established. 

A  geotleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  RAHDoi.pa) 
lias  tdd  us,  that  all  the  misfortuoes  of  his  life  (Ihev 
have^  he  says,  been  neither  few  nor  inctMisiderable) 
are  light  in  the  balance,  when  compared  with  the 
sinele  mirfortuae  of  having  been  bom  the  master 
of  slaves.  Sir,  of  the  truth  of  this  remark  f  have 
not  the  slightest  doubL  It  is  one  of  the  peculiar 
evjta  of  this  connexion,  that  it  is  alike  injurious  to 
the  master  and  to  the  slave— that  the  one  can  no 


lots.  Knowing  this,  and  feeling  daily  the  misery 
and  the  dangers  of  slavery,  it  is  surely  something 
more  than  strange,  it  i«  all  but  incredible,  that  the 
slavefatddiag  States  should  yet  wish  to  entail  on 
the  Qountry  west  of  the  Mississippi  this  tremen- 
dous oalamity.  Such  was  not  formerly  the  state 
r&  paUio  feeling  on  this  subject ;  on  the  contrary, 
the  desire  to  contract  the  limits  within  which  da- 
Tcty  mi|^t  exist,  waa  the  pvcdominait  awitiiaent 


with  the  &ther3  of  the  Eevolution,  whether  from 
the  North  or  from  the  South.  The  ordinance  of 
1787  received  the  support  of  the  Southern  States ; 
and  therestrietion  on  slavery,  contained  in  its  sixth 
article,  vras  introduced  on  the  motion  of  Virginia. 
We  have  now  acquired  another  Territory,  even 
more  extensive  than  the  Northwest.  We  wish  to 
pursue  toward  it  the  same  policy,  and  impose  upon 
II  the  some  restriction ;  but  we  6nd  no  longer  a 
tike  support  from  the  siaveholding  States.  The 
Jefiersons  of  the  present  day,  if  any  such  there  be, 
are  do  longer  heard  to  describe  slavery  as  a  crime  j 
there  is  no  longer  a  Patrick  Henry  in  the  South, 
to  denounce  it  as  inconsistent  with  Christianity ; 
no  Tudier  to  refute,  with  irrefragable  arguments, 
the  miserable  sophistry  of  its  advocates;  and  as  for 
the  Grayson  of  our  times,  it  is  to  my  friend  from 
New  York,  <Mr.  Titloh,)  the  mover  of  this 
amendment,  and  not  to  any  son  of  the  South,  that 
this  bumble  cognomen  must  now  be  applied.  All 
we  ask  of  the  South  is,  that  they  would  do  for  Mis- 
souri what  they  have  already  done  for  Ohio,  Indi- 
ana, and  Illinois.  We  say  to  them,  if  you  cannot 
remove  slavery  from  among  yourselves,  do  nol  ex- 
tend it  to  othersj  let  it  sufficefor  your  justification, 
(bat  you  lament  its  existence,  that  you  load  with 
execrations  the  memory  of  those  by  whom  it  was 
fixed  upon  you;  but  do  nol  subject  yourselves  to 
the  same  censure  from  the  people  oi  Missouri  in 
every  succeeding  age.'  Your  condemnation  will 
indeed  be  greater  than  that  of  your  fathers.  To 
them  the  pos»ession  of  slaves  might,  perhaps,  have 
appeared  an  advantage,  but  with  you,  who  have 
tried  it,  there  can  be  no  such  delusion. 

And  who,  sir,  is  to  sufitr  by  this  measure  7  Not 
the  free  States.  It  is  a  point  conceded,  that  they 
will  gain  by  this  restriction.  Will  the  people  of 
Missouri,  then,  be  injured  by  it  ?  The  Speaker 
(Mr.  Clav)  has  told  us,  that,  if  asked  his  opinion 
by  the  people  of  Missouri,  he  would  advise  them 
not  to  establish  slavery  among  them.  The  same 
has  been  said  by  others  opposed  to  this  restriction. 
The  question  of  expediency,  then,  is  abandoned, 
as  to  the  ftee  Staten,  and  as  to  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri. They  will  both  gain  by  this  restriction. 
Bui  it  is  said  that  the  old  slaveholding  States  will 
be  injured  by  it,  and  that  the  country  west  of  the 
Mississippi  is  necessary  as  an  outlet  for  their  re- 
dundant slave  population.  Slavery,  it  is  said,  be- 
comes less  dangerous  by  being  more  widely  dif- 
fused. It  is,  we  are  told,  a  poison  which,  though 
deadly  in  itself,  may  be  weakened,  and  dilated, 


ungenerous  and  unjust  in  ua  to  seek  relief  in  oar 
sunerings  at  the  expense  of  others,  or  to  extend  to 
our  brethren  (though  they  may  be  willing  to  share 
withua)  the  bitter  ingredients  of  our  own  poisoned 
chalice.  But,  sir,  this  metaphor  is  inappltcable  to 
the  present  case:  and,  if  we  must  indulge  in  com- 
parisons, I  would  rather  liken  slavery  to  some 
noxious  plant — to  some  poison  tree — the  Bohcm- 
Upas,  if  you  will.  And  what  are  we  now  ealled 
upon  to  do  ?  To  ky  the  axe  to  the  root  of  this 
deadly  tree?    No,  air  j  but  to  lop  its  excrescences 


Digni2 


^yCoOi-^IC 


1431 


HI8T0RT  OF  G0NORE8&. 


H.  OP  R. 


Ad»it»tim  of  MiuoDTi. 


PsBKOART,  leeo. 


merely,  to  prone  its  too  eznfaeraat  growth,  and  to 
traoafet  to  the  fertile  regions  of  the  West  new 
scions  from  the  pareni  stock,  there  to  flourish  and 
increase  in  rank  luxuriance,  till  their  fatal  branches 
■hall  oTersbadow  and  darken  all  the  land.  Never 
was  hope  more  fallacious  than  that  of  lesseniOK, 
permanently,  the  evils  of  slavery  in  the  old  States, 
by  extending  them  to  ihe  new.  The  evil  is,  that 
we  have  already  a  millioa  and  a  half  of  slaves  ; 
knd  the  remedy  proposed  is  to  double  their  num- 
ber. Out  present  misfortune  is,  that  we  have 
deven  slaveholding  Slates  ;  and  we  hope  to  alle- 
viate this  misfortune  by  creating  as  many  more  1 
It  is,  indeed,  the  hope  of  deepu^tioa;  itisarinking 
for  the  dropsy ;  it  is  the  relief,  short  and  fataF, 
irhtcb  the  mvcdved  debtor  finds  in  new  loans  upon 
usurious  interest,  which  remove  misfortunea  for  a 
time,  that  they  may  retum  again,  as  they  are  sure 
to  do,  with  accumtua  ted  force  upon  their  unhappy 

But  we  are  told  if  this  restriction  is  imposed  it 
will  not  lessen  the  number  of  slaves  in  the  United 
States,  and  that  this  is  not,  therefore,  a  question 
respecting  the  increase  or  diminution  of  slavery. 
Sir,  1  amrm  that  this  is  the  precise  question  now 
to  be  decided.  A  new  and  extensive  country  is 
about  to  be  settled ;  and  it  is  for  us  to  say  wbeUier 
it  shall  be  inhaUtml  by  freemen  or  by  slaves.  In 
a  few  generations  at  toe  furthest,  it  must  be  filled 
with  the  one  or  the  other ';  and  will  it  be  pretended 
that,  with  twenty  slavehtdding  States,  we  shall 
thai  have  no  more  staves  in  ihem  all  than  we 
should  have  in  teni  Si^ipose  there  wetebutone, 
would  there  be  as  many  slaves  in  Maryland,  for 
inst&nce,  as  in  alt  the  South  and  West  i  It  can- 
not be  believed.  This  is,  then,  a  qoHtion  of  the 
incieaae  of  slavery. 

All  tiistory  proves  that  emigration  does  not,  for 
any  consideraue  time,  dimini^  the  niunber  of  in- 
hatutants  in  the  country  which  ihey  leave.  The 
stream  flows,  bat  is  not  esltanated;  it  overflows, 
but  its  banks  ore  still  fall,  and  not  the  lees  so  for 
what  they  have  discfaai^.  Fw  two  hundred 
years  the  tide  of  emigration  has  been  constantly 
•ettiog,  with  a  steady  current,  from  the  old  to  the 
iMw  worid ;  yet  no  one  believes  that  Europe 
less  populous  now  than  she  would  have  been  if 
America  had  never  been  discovered.  On  the  con- 
trary, faer  inhabitants  never  doubled  their  num- 
bers, within  such  short  terms,  as  since  the  discov- 
ery of  this  country.  In  Spain,  it  has  been  often 
remarked,  that  the  provinces  which  sent  forth  the 
most  enuErants  to  America  were,  at  the  mne 
time,  the  best  peojded.  The  ume  is  true  of  lie- 
land.  The  o[^xession  of  her  rulers  has  driven  her 
•ons  to  seek  an  asylum  in  evtrr  quarter  of  the 

8 lobe;  yet  no  part  of  the  Brilian  dominions  in 
lurope  has  iitcreaMd  so  fast  in  inhatritanU  fardte 
last  hundred  years  as  Ireland.  We  see  the  same 
prinot^e  of  populaticn  exemi^ified  among  our- 
sdve*.  From  NewBi^land  have  proceeded  those 
hardy  adventurers  who  have  filled  all  the  nordi- 
westvn  States ;  who  have  settled  a  hu^  portion 
of  New  York ;  and  who  are,  in  short,  to  be  found 
in  every  Stale,  and,  I  may  alnwet  tey,  in  every 
county  in  the  Union.    Yet  NewEngland,  tboufpt 


constantly  pouring  forth  snch  swarms  of  eoi- 
piints,  is  at  the  same  time  the  moot  pcmiloiis  and 
>est  settled  part  of  our  couniry.  In  short,  nr,  a 
modaate  and  steady  emigration  from  old  to  new 
coimtries  is  the  surest  possible  method  of  inoreas- 
iog  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  old  and  new 
combined,  if  not,  as  1  bdieve,  in  each  byitsdf. 
jf  sir  -  -    ■  -        '™- 


Take  the  ci 


a  conntry.    The 


States  of  Qeorgia,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Missis- 


,and  Alabama,  have  been  supplied  with  slaves 

Etncipally  Irom  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  the  two 
orotinas.    Yet  the  uaves  have,  in  trie  meantime, 


Bippi,an 


these  lattn  Sutes  faster  than  the 
whites.  Is  not  this  a  meet  inUructive  and  alarm- 
ing fact  1  And  must  we  not  infer  that  dieir  for- 
th»  extension  will  be  attended  with  a  still  more 


Lot 


—jolt.  sir,  at  the  country  from  whence,  for  two 
hundred  years,  these  unhappy  victims  have  beni 
wafted  to  your  shores,  till  the  new  world,  the  con- 
tinent, and  the  isles,  nas  become  almost  a  seccmd 
Africa,  covered  and  cursed  with  the  same  sable 
race.  Yet  never,  since  the  commencement  of  the 
slave  trade,  has  Africa  been  more  populous  than 
she  is  at  the  p-esent  day.  ThcK,  ss  here,  slaves 
have  been  constantly  in  demand ;  there,  as  here, 
they  have  been  a  profitable  article  in  market ;  thcve 
to  be  produced,  here  to  be  emidoyed.  Sir,  there  is 
aomeuiing  dreadful  in  the  idea  of  making  human 
flesh  the  object  of  human  traffic ;  bat,  mien  it  is 
so  considered,  tlie  ordinary  rules  of  trade  apply 
equally  to  this  as  to  other  branches  of  commerce ; 
and  we  all  know  that  supply  and  demand,  in  the 
mtecantile  world,  most  always,  for  any  giveo 
length  of  time,  comBpond  vs7-uear)y  with  eaeh 
oths'.  If,  then,  there  is  a  demand  for  ^ves  in 
the  United  States,  that  demand  will  be  snpi^ied. 
And  will  slavery  be  las  an  evil,  or  da*»  be  more 
eaailymanaged,  when  you  have  five  millioas,  than 
now  that  you  have  only  one  or  two  1  When  yva 
have  twienty,  than  now  that  you  have  eleven 
slaveholding  States'!  No,  sir;  time,  instead  of 
removing,  constantly  aggravates  the  evils  of  ria- 
very  wherever  it  eiosts.  As  well  might  you  hope 
to  save  your  own  bonae  in  flames,  by  setting  Bre 
to  your  neighbor's ;  to  remove  disease  already  ccm- 
tracted,  by  mfectiag  others  with  yonr  disorder ;  in 
a  word,  to  avoid  any  other  misfbrttne^  by  invuT- 
ing  all  your  friends  m  the  same  calamity,  as  hope 
to  escape  the  plague  of  slavery  by  ektending  it  to 
the  States  west  (d  tbe  MissisHppi.    This,  then,  is 

S'  concltision :  the  slaveholding  States  will  event- 
iy  vaSa  nothingby  this  restriction ;  the  peoide 
of  Missouri  will  gain  every  thiaar  by  it;  and  tbe 
free  States,  it  is  nBiversally  acknowMgod,  are 
most  deeply  interested  in  its  snceess. 

Let  iu  examine  this  measore,  Mr.  Cbainaan',  in 
aDOtber  point  of  view.  We  are  all  mitad  in  our 
detotation  of  the  skve  trade.  Qtntlenea  flrom 
die  Soolb  and  the  Swthweat  sbob,  indeed,  ena- 
lous  of  eaeh  otben'  elaqnenee,  in  daaooBCiBg 
this  diagraeeAil  traffic.  Btat,  what  is  it,  sir,  that 
cmistitBtcB  tbe  guilt  and  the  eruetir  of  the  alare 
trade  1  I  answer,  it  is  the  breach  of  every  tender 
and  every  domestic  tie — the  ssparation  of  p««ats 
from  their  children,  of  husbancb  frtmt  their  'wins, 
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and  of  friends  and  conneximiB  from  tlioM  with 
whom,  from  infancy,  they  have  been  united;  it  ii 
tliis:  it  is  carrying  them,  sttaogera  to  a  atiange 
land — which  constituteB  the  biitet  piU  in  the  cup 
of  staTery.  And  jet  all  this,  and  worw,  occurs  in 
the  domestic  slave  trade,  carried  on,  far  many 
years  past,  to  a  yery  great  extent,  between  Dela- 
ware^ Maryland,  and  Virginia,  <»i  the  one  band, 
and  the  Buyeholding  States  further  Soath  and 
W»t,  on  the  other.  It  may  well  be  doubted  whe- 
ther the  African,  poor  end  ignorant,  and  oppremed 
in  his  native  country,  suffert  more  by  becormn^  a 
slave  in  Mainland  and  Virginia,  than  the  nauve 
black,  not  always  a  slave,  does,  by  beine  trana- 
ported  from  this  temperate  climate,  and  £e  mild 
uage  he  may  here  ntceiTe,  to  toil  and  perish  in 
the  rice  fields  of  Qeorgia,  in  the  cypress  mramps 
of  Louisinna,  or  in  turning  up  new  grounds^  and 
piercing  the  deep  forests,  the  interminable  wilder- 
nenof  MiEBiasippi  and  Alabama,  or-  the  yet  more 
remote  praines  of  the  -MiMooii  and  the  Kansas. 
We  have  alieady  eatabtished  a  slave  trade  at  hame, 
among  otBadvea,  carried  on  even  bete,  under  the 

Zi  of  power,  in  tbia  teat  and  emtre  of  federal  an- 
rity,  atid  within  sight  of  this  legislative  hall; 
and  it  is,  Mt.  Chainntn,  among  the  qneations  in- 
volved in  this  restriction,  whether  this  domestic 
slave  trade  shall  be  increased  to  a  tenfold  extent 
by  ereatingan  moatiaUe  demand  forslavea  beyosui 
the  Mississippi ;  or  whether,' by  conSnin^  slavery 
within  its  pretent  limits,  this  disgraceful  traffic 
cewnng  to  be  profitahde,  sh^  likewise  cease  to 
exiat? 

Nor  is  this  measure  less  important  in  reference 
to  the  foieign  slave  trade.  It  u  certain  that  many 
slaves  are  annually  smumled  into  the  Onited 
States  in  direct  viontion  of  oar  laws.  We  have, 
indeed,  been  told  that  their  numlier  is  stnall ;  and 
the  Speaker  (Mr-  Clay)  has  exhibited  to  us  a 
statement  of  some  three  or  four  hundred  slaves,  re- 
ported to  the  Qoreroment  as  having  been  illicitly 
introduced.  But,  does  be  suppose  that  this  is  all  7 
or  would  he  have  us  infer  from  this  statement, 
that  the  riave  smug^kn  regularly  inform  the  Oov- 
emment  of  their  crmunal  proceeding  7  No,  sir  ; 
of  tbe  unhappy  beinga,  thus  in  violation  of  all  laws 
transnorted  to  our  shores,,  and  thrown  by  force 
into  the  mass  of  our  black  popolation,  scarcely  one 
in  a  hnndred  is  ever  detected  by  the  officers  of  the 
General  QoTerameat,  in  a  part  of  the  country, 
'where,  if  we  are  to  bcueve  the  Matement  of  Oov- 
emor  Rabun,  "  an  offieer  who  woold  perform  his 
daty.  by  altemptiDg  to  enforce  the  law,  (against 
the  ^ave  trade)  Ir,  by  many,  considered  as  an  of- 
ficious meddler,  and  treated  with  derision  and  con- 
tempt ;"  tretfed  with  derision  and  contempt,  sir. 
for  endeavcoing  to  restrain  the  slave  trade  I  Ana 
this  is  the  icstimony  of  the  Oovemor  of  Oeorgia, 
-with  respect  to  the  pcode  of  his  own  Blate.  1 
have  been  told  by  a  raitlemaD,  who  has  attended 
paitioikrly  to  thu  sabjeet,  that  ten  thonnnd  tlaves 
^vere  in  one  year  smomed  into  the  United  Btates ; 
and  that,  even  for  the  last  year,  we  mvtt  count  the 
nnmfaer  not  bf  bnndreds,  but  by  thousands.  If  this 
be  Irk,  is  even  the  fmign   *  "     .  .■  .    . 

"    "    lawsTew 


conduct  is  in  opposition  to  those  laws.  We  pro- 
hibit the  stave  trade,  and  yet  daily  create  netr 
demands  for  slaves ;  thus,  holding  out  Ihestrongest 
inducements  to  viotale  our  own  lews.  All  the 
-es  of  Napoleon  conld  not  prevent  the  introdnc- 
tioD  Hod  use  of  British  goods  on  the  Continent  of 
Europe.  And  whynot,  sir7  Because  those  goods 
were  cheap  at  Dover,  and  dear  at  Calais.  No 
more  can  your  laws  and  your  fleets  prevent  the  in- 
troduction  of  slaves  in  the  United  Stales,  v^ile 
those  slaves  are  cheap  in  Cuba,  and  dear  at  Niew 
Orleans.  If  you  would  destroy  the  slave  trade, 
begin  with  shotting  np  the  slave  markets  which 
you  have  opened  Myond  the  Mississippi.  If  you 
vnll  not  do  this,  repuJ  your  laws  against  the  slave 
trade  altogether ;  and  do  not  compel  the  dealer  in 
hunun  flceh  to  add  to  the  many  crimes  which  he 
mnst  daily  commit,  the  needless  one  of  violating 
yoar  laws,  since  you  mean  not  that  tliose  laws 
shall  be  enforced.  Sir,  there  is  no  one  who  hears 
methatwould  not  revtdtatcaah  a  course;  and  yet 
this  also  is  one  of  the  questions  we  have  to  decide, 
whether  we  shall  ditoonntenanee  the  slave  trade 
or  do  all  in  our  power^  short  of  repealing  onr  lawa 
against  it,  to  extend  its  range,  by  creatmg  a  new 
demand  for  slaves  in  the  West. 

fiot,  say  gentlesmen  on  the  other  side,  Missouri 
will  not  suMoittoyour  restriction.  Are  yon  states 
men,  says  the  Speaker,  and  have  you  not  looked 
forward  to  conseqnencee '?  Suppose  Missouri  re- 
si^  what  are  to  be  your  ulterior  measures  1  Sir, 
this  objection,  like  many  othere  utged  in  this  de- 
bate, is,  in  my  opinioa,  founded  upon  a  misappre- 
hension of  the  character  and  the  c<aseqoaices  of 
this  measure.  The  law  vre  are  about  to  pass,  is 
not  an  ordinary  act  of  leEislation.  It  is  not  an 
authority  vesiM  in  the  Eixecutive,  to  be  enforced 
by  him,  like  other  laws,  with  the  arm  of  the  civil, 
and,  if  neeessary,  of  the  military  power.  The 
people  of  Missomi,  when  met  in  convention,  may 
determine  that  it  is  inexpedient  for  them,  at  this 
time,  and  upon  these  terms,  to  become  a  St^ ; 
and  if  they  do  so  determine,  there  is,  as  I  have  al- 
ready shown,  an  end  of  oar  present  act.  This 
n[le  fact,  which  no  one  will  deny,  appears  to  me 
umish  a  conclnsive  answer  to  all  (hat  has  been 
said  on  this  part  of  the  subjeet.  It  proves  at  once 
the  true  nature  of  this  transaction,  which  is,  in  ef- 
fect, nothing  more  than  a  proposition  to  treat  with 
Missouri,  as  to  her  admiasion  into  the  Union.  This 
Bctcoutainsourfirstproposals;  if theyare rejected 
by  Minonri  (and  she  has  a  perfect  right  to  reject 
anyorallof  them)  wemay  then  propose  any  ouier 
terms,  more  or  less  favorable  to  her,  provided  they 
are  not  ineonatatent  with  the  ConstitiitionHl  linu- 
talions  wldch  I  have  already  noticed. 

But,  we  are  told  Missouri  will  form  a  constitB- 
tion  for  bersdf,  and  iimtutd  admission,  end  that 
we  dors  not  refuse  her.  It  is  a  snlBcimt  answer 
to  this  threat  of  consequences,  to  say,  that  Mis- 
souri has  no  right  to  do  so ;  that  she  is  a  Territory, 
and  can  never  become  a  State  without  our  eon- 
seat  But  she  will  throw  off  her  alliance,  and 
erect  an-  independent  government  of  her  oWn. 
And  has  it  come  to  this?  And  are  we  in  such 
irant  of  new  eon&derates,  that  we  mnst  idiandoB 
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oar  just  rights  for  fear  of  ginng  oSence  to  our 
foreign  Terrilories?    Are  the  good  old  thirteen, 

who  lo  their  infancy  would  brook  no  insult,  i 

from  the  parent  State,  already  leduced  so  (o 
to  be  threaleaed  with  diiotuoD  bf  a  people  of 
whose  existence  ibey  are  hardly  yet  iafornied  7 
la  this  the  orphan  of  the  West,  described  by  the 
g«atleiDaa  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Holmes)  as 
coming  by  the  way  of  the  wilderness,  with  her 
locks  wet  with  the  dews  of  night,  asking  shelter 
and  seeking  protection  beneath  the  arm  of  our 
power  T  Or  is  it  rather  an  armed  warrior,  knock- 
log,  sword  in  hand,  at  our  gate,  and  threatening 
fiercely  to  demolish  the  portal  if  not  instantly 
thrown  open,  that  he  may  enter  7  We  have  been 
(old  by  the  Speaker  that  (he  people  of  Missoi  ' 
are  ready  to  shoulder  their  muskets,  to  march 
nattt,  and  force  their  way  into  this  hail.  Sir,  if 
this  be  indeed  so,  it  is  time  to  barricade  the  door*. 
If  it  be  an  enemy  that  is  advancing,  let  us  bar  our 
gates,  and  prepare  for  our  defence ;  and  for  doing 
thiE,  too,  there  is  more  and  better  reason,  if  within 
the  fortress  itself  there  be  those  who  would  throw 
down  the  barriers  and  welcome  in  the  invader. 

But,  not  only  will  Missouri  revolt  from  onr  au- 
thority: tbe  slareholding  States  willjoin  with  her, 
and,  uf  this  restriction  pawes,  the  Union  will  be 
dissolved.  Such,  sir,  is  the  language  which  I  have 
heard,  with  infinite  regret,  upon  this  fioor,  not 
from  two  or  three  members  merely,  but  from 
almost  all  thow  who  have  spoken  against  this 
amendment.  In  my  mind,  Mr.  Gbairman,  there 
wotild  be  much  more  of  terror  iu  this  threat,  (or,  if 
a  milder  term  be  preferred,)  in  this  prediction,  of 
disunion,  if  it  were  now  for  the  first  lime  employ' 
ed.  But  it  has  been  often  used  before.  Tbe  first 
threats  of  disunion  which  1  now  remember  in  our 
history  came  from  Kentucky,  where,  some  thirty 
years  ago,  certain  persons  threatened  to  join  tbe 
Spaiiiaids  of  Louisiana  if  their  wishes  were  not 
granted.  It  is  not  now  thought,  I  believe,  that 
there  was  much  real  dan^  to  the  Union  in  that 
case,  in  1798-9,  the  Union  was  again  said  to  be 
in  danger.  The  sound  then  came  from  Virginia, 
and  was  loudlyechoed  back  by  her  daughter  of  the 
West.  Yet  no  division  followed.  I,  for  one,  ap- 
plaud, sir,  the  Constitutional  opposition  which 
Virginia  then  made  to  certain  measure*  of  the 
Oeneral  Qoremment ;  but  I  at  the  same  time  as 
decidedly  condemn  tbe  threat*  of  disunion,  and 
those  ulterior  designs  of  armed  resistance,  which 
someardentmindi  were  supposed  then  to  entertain. 
In  1814-15  disunioD  was  again  threatened  ;  and  I 
am  sorry  to  say  that  the  threat  then  came  from  the 
North.  But  mark  the  result.  When  the  people 
of  New  England  b^n  to  suspect  that  certain 
leading  men  emon^  them  were  in  favor  of  a  dis- 
solution of  the  Union,  they  abandoned  those  lead- 
ers. The  great  body  even  oi  the  Federalists  said, 
we  disapprove  of  tbe  war,  indeed,  but  you  mistake 
us  alti^ther  if  you  think  us  unfriendly  to  the 
Union,  or  thai  we  wish  to  destroy  the  Constitution. 
The  idea  of  a  division  of  the  States  met  nowhere 
with  more  pointed  disapprobation  than  in  New 
England ;  and  I  haiard  nothing  in  saying,  that  if 
anned  resistance  to  thelawa  had,  even  in  the  d 


est  period  of  the  late  war,  been  attempted  amongst 
us,  we  sir,  the  republicans  of  the  North,  without 
aid  from  our  8ou(hem  brethren,  should  at  oDCe 
have  put  down  insurrection,  and  by  our  own 
strength  alone  driven  treason  and  rebellion  out  of 
the  land.  But  the  memies  of  the  QovemmenI  did 
not  dare  to  go  the  length  of  open  resistance- 

lo  the  same  manner  i  have  no  doubt  that  a  con- 
vention in  the  South,  naving  for  its  object  the  es^ 
tension  of  slavery  to  Missouri,  would  be  equally 
unsuccessful  as  the  convention  at  the  North.  Our 
malcontents,  whatever  might  have  been  their  reel 
objects,  had  some  popular  topics  to  nrge:  they 
were  the  friends  of  commerce  and  of  peace — ob- 
jects dear  to  every  wise  and  enlightened  mind. 
But  what  would  the  founders  of  the  Southern  and 
Western  onpire  have  to  urge  in  their  defence? 
Wby,  air,  the  author  of  their  new  declaration  of 
independence  would  have  to  say,  not  as  our  fathen 
said  against  the  King  of  Bngland,  that  the  alare 
trade  had  been  continued  contrary  to  their  wishes, 
but  that  Congress  had  endeavored  to  restrain  slave- 
ry within  its  ancient  limits;  that  il  had  proposed 
its  inhibition  to  Missouri,  and  therefore  that  they, 
tbe  South  and  the  West,  aolonger  owed  allegiance 
to  tbe  Union.  Believe  me,  sir,  this  will  not  be 
their  course.  I  think  too  well  of  them  to  believe 
that,  in  such  a  cause,  tbey  would  resort  to  arms 
against  their  brethren.  If,  unhappily,  a  dissipation 
ot  the  Union  should  ever  take  place,  it  will  not  be 
for  the  sake  of  eiteadiDg  slavery  beyotid  the  Mi»> 
sissippi.  If  the  Southern  and  Western  States 
sbould  ever  abandon  the  stars  and  Etripes  of  our 
national  Union,  it  will  not  be  to  unfurl  for  them- 
aelves  a  standard  bearing  on  its  field  a  slave  mana- 
eted.  No,  sir,  this  is  not  a  cause  in  which  to  enlist 
the  feelings  of  a  generous  and  enlightened  people, 
such  as  I  esteem  them  to  be.  Theymay,  indeed, 
think  the  course  we  are  puiBuiog  impolitic  and 
unwise,  but  they  are  not  prepared,  with  armed 
force,  to  mist  the  measures  of  Congress,  and,  least 
of  all,  when  those  measures  have  for  their  o^ect 
tbe  diminution  of  slavery,  the  extension  of  free- 
dom, and  the  secure  enjoyment  of  the  equal  rights 
of  man.  When,  therefore,  disunion  is  predicted 
as  the  contec)uence  of  our  measures,  I  listen  to  it 
with  regret,  mdeed,  but  also  with  incredulity;  and 
therefore  without  dismay.  Sir,  our  Confederacy 
is  not  GO  easily  destroyed ;  it  is  cemented  by  the 
mutual  interests  of  all  its  msnbers:  and  the  un- 
deratandinn,  the  aflections,  and  the  oearts,  of  the 
people  are  Knit  together  in  one  common  faiwd  of 
indissoluble  union. 

Much  has  been  said,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  this  de- 
bate, respecting  the  motives  of  tbe  friends  of  this 
restriction  ;  and  an  appeal  has  been  mads  to  vul- 
gar prejudices  by  calling  it  a  fednal  measure,  as 
if  its  merits  could  depend  upon  its  authors.    Yet 

I  am  willing  to  try  it  even  by  this  lest,  since  it  is 
well  known  (bat  it  originated  with  Republicans ; 
that  it  is  supported  by  Repubiicani  throughout  tbe 
free  States ;  and  (bat  tbe  Federalists  of  the  i^outh 
are  its  warm  oMranents.  '  The  question,  then,  is 
not  between  Federalists  and  Republicans,  bat  be- 
tween slaveholders  and  (hose  who  hold  no  slaves. 

II  ia  a  knowledge  of  this  iu;t  which  has  induced 
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(he  free  States,  uraally  so  uracil  diridcd  amoog 
ibemselres,  to  advance  on  this  occauon  with  so 
much  ardor  and  unanimity  to  the  attainment 
of  ibeir  object.  And  well  might  they,  in  such  a 
uuse,  throw  aude  their  local  jououaies,  their  petty 
feuds,  and  their  temporary  strifes,  when  the  best 
hopes  of  man  are  all  ioTolved  in  the  issue ;  whea 
the  lasting  {vospenty  of  the  Union  is  at  stalls,  and 
their  awn  peculiar  mterests  all  cast  npon  the  die. 
With  us,  disunion  would  be  suicide ;  for  we  stand 
here  merely  on  the  defensive ;  md  most  untruly 
and  unjustly  is  it  said,  that  we  are  seeking  to  in- 
jure or  degrade  the  Southern  Slates,  while  we 
wish  only  to  defend  ounelTes.  Whether  with  or 
without  slaves,  Missouri  will  still  be  a  Southern 
Stale — Southern  in  her  position,  in  her  character, 
in  her  ioierests,  and  in  ner  political  connexions, 
To  all  this  we  have  nothing-to  object.  We  only 
wish  that  she  should  not  be'  a  slareholding  State. 
It  is  not  Southern  influenceor  Southern  representa- 
tion to  which  we  are  unfriendly — but  slare  influ- 
ence and  slave  representation  which  we  wish  to 
confine  within  the  limits  of  (he  present  Stales, 
and,  in  so  doine,  we  only  fulfil  the  wishes  and 
expectations  of  Uie  people,  when  the  Constitution 
itself  was  first  adopted. 

If  we  look  back  to  the  debates  of  the  S(ate  con- 
ventions, we  shall  find  that  the  Coiwtitation  was 
universally  coniiidered  as  leading  to  the  gradual 
abolition  of  slavery,  even  in  the  old  States,  and 
as  furnishing  no  excuse  for  its  extension  to  the 
new.  Of  this  fact  it  would  be  easy  lo  produce  the 
fullest  proof.  lu  Massachusetts  convention.  Judge 
Dawes  said,  in  defending  the  Constitution  even 
for  tolerating  slavery,  "  the  convention  did  all  thev 
'  could  in  this  case;  and  we  may  say  that,  thougu 
'  slavery  is  not  cmitten  by  an  apoplexy,  yet  it  us 

*  receivedadeadlywound, and  will dieofcousump- 
'  tiou."  What,  sir,  would  have  beentbeaatooish- 
ment  of  men  who  adopted  the  ConsiitutiiHi  under 
thi3lxdief,ifthey  had  been  told  that,  wititin  the  first 
generation,  slavery  would  extend  over  twice  its 
nncient  limits,  and  that,  instead  of  being  smitten 
by  an  apopleiv,  or  dyins  of  a  consumption,  it  was 
to  leceive  fresh  stroigth  under  the  new  Oovern- 
ment,  and  have  infused  into  it,  by  this  very  Con- 
stitution, new  life  and  vigor?  "The  migration 
and  importation,"  said  Qeneral  Heath,  in  the  same 
*  assemUy,  "is  confined  to  the  States  nowexistiag 

<  only;  new  States  cannot  alaim  it  But  whether 

*  those  m  slavery,  in  the  Southern  States,  will  be 
'  emancipated  alter  1806, 1  do  not  pretend  to  deter- 
(  Dune—I  rather  doubt  it."  Aa  opinion  it  aetna 
prevailed,  that  Congress  might  atmlish  slavery, 
even  there,  after  1808 ;  this  he  rather  donhted,  but 
said  that  slavery  could  sot  be  exiewM  to  the  new 
State*.    No  one  ctui  read  these  debates  without 


perceiving,  that  the  Constitution  wotild  never  have 
been  adapted  in  Massachusetts,  had  it  not  been 
coosiderea  as  uniavorable  to  slavery,  even  witlun 
its  ancient  limits  I  The  same  may  be  be  said  of  all 
theNewEnglandStates.  The  like  sentiments  woe 
also  expressed  in  tbe  New  York  convention  and 
w-ere  urged  with  equal  confidence  in  Pennsylvania. 
"  The  new  States,"  said  Judge  Wilson,  who  was 
himself  one  of  the  framera  of  the  C<astitntion, 


will  be  under  the  control  of  Congress  in  this  par- 
ticular, and  sieves  will  never  be  introduced  among 
them."  "  Yet  a  few  years,"  lie  adds,  "  and  Con- 
n-ess will  have  the  power  to  extenmnate  slavery 
fromwiihin  our  borders."  We  find  the  same  opin- 
ions expressed  even  in  the  slaveholding  States; 
"  There  is  no  clause,"  said  Geoige  Mason,  in  the 
Virginia  convention,  "  that  will  prevent  the  North- 
ern and  Eastern  States  from  meddling  with  our 
whole  property  of  (bb  kind."  Patrick  HeiUTWtent 
even  further — "  Congress,"  said  he,  "  may  liberate 
every  one  of  your  slaves,  if  they  please.  They 
have  tbe  power  in  clear  unequivocal  terms,  and 
will  clearly  and  certainly  exercise  it" 

tt  is  sorely  unnecessary  lo  qik>te  further  auibor- 
ities.  I  have  not  produced  these,  as  containing 
my  own  views  of  the  Constitution  ;  for,  in  some 
respects,  they  are  certainly  incorrect;  but  merely 
to  show,  woat  the  whole  history  of  the  time* 
proves,  that  the  framers  of  the  Constikitionj  and 
those  by  whom  it  was  adoptei},  both  its  friends 
and  its  enemies,  in  every  port  of  the  country^  con- 
sidered it  as  leading  gradoally  lo  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in-  the  old  Stala,  and  as  puurding  efiec- 
tuoUy  against  its  introduction  into  tne  new  States. 
In  {u-opoting  the  presoit  measure,  then,  we  are 
only  doing  what  was  expected  from  us  by  the 
foundets  of  om  Republic;  and  il  is,  therefore,  not 
on  ns,  but  on  our  opponents,  that  the  imputation 
reata,  of  introducing  new  and  alarming  doctrino, 
unknown  to  our  fatners,  and  unsanctioned  by  tbe 
Constitution.  The  free  States,  sir,  would  never 
have  come  into  this  Union,  had  they  supposed  it 
poesible  that,  within  the  first  generation,  they 
would  become  a  minority  in  tne  Qovernment. 
There  wants  but  one^  on  the  other  side,  to  make 
them  so  at  present  in  the  Senate;  and,  at  this 
toomenl,  the  representation  of  slaves  alone,  on  this 
floor,  exclusive  of  the  whites,  exceeds  in  number, 
and,  on  this  very  question,  out-votes  all  the  Rep- 
reaentativee  from  six.  out  of  eleven  of  the  non- 
slaveholdinff  States. 

Feeling  the  woght  of  this  slave  representation, 
and  knowing  with  what  fatal  activity  it  increases, 
is  it  strange  that  the  free  States,  bkieving  they 
possess  autborilY  under  the  Oonstitntion,  shonld 
wish  to  prevent  its  existence  in  States  here^ler  to 
be  admitted,  as  they  have  already  prevented  it 
in  Ohio,  ludiana,  and  Illinois?  No,  sir,  in  such 
a  cauae  it  would  be  strange  indeed  if  tbe  best  hearts 
and  the  best  minds  of  our  country,  its  wis^un  and 
its  virtue,  were  not  all  engaged  on  this  occasion. 
Nor,  in  truth,  have  the  free  states  been  wanting 
to  themselves  on  this  great  day  of  their  trial ;  ana 
if  we,  their  representatives  on  this  floor,  have  but 
firmness  to  peribnn,  painful  as  it  may  be,  the  da> 
ties  of  our  station,  all  will  be  wdl  with  thein— all 
will  yet  be  well,  if  we  are  but  true  to  our  constit- 
uenls,  and  true  to  ourselves.  And  what,1et  meask, 
have  we  seen  or  heard,  on  this  occasion,  that  we, 
above  all  others,  should  shrink  from  this  duty,  or 
hesitate  and  falter  in  its  performance?  Is  it  tbe 
conduct  of  the  Senate  in  connectmg  Maine  with 
Missouri ;  or  the  declaration  that,  in  future,  no  tree 
State  shall  be  admitted  till  a  slaveholding  State 
can  be  found  lo  &>rm  a  balance  to  it  in  the  Senate  ? 


^yCoOi-^lc 


14S» 


filBTORT  OF  OONGRBSS. 


U40 


ILorR. 


Feb  Ru  ART,  18S0. 


!■  ii  the  doctrine,  now  adrBnoed,  that,  instod  of 
three-fifths,  all  the  Blares  ousht  to  be  mirexntad  1 
Or  is  it  the  asaotion,  that  Savery  is  th*  nataikl 
state  of  man,  and  tlui  slaves  are  happier  than 
th^  msal«rs ;  oc,  at  any  rate,  that  their  condition 
is  better  than  that  of  soUicn  and  teamen ;  and 
that  slavery  is  not  only  esiablished  in  practice  among 
all  natioita,  bnt  ia  agreeable  to  the  uwa  of  nature, 
and  evpresdy  taneticHied  by  om  religion  1  Are 
tluae  the  argoiaents  b^  which  we  are  to  be  per- 
WBiM  to  fw^o  our  jnEl  rights  on  this  occasion  1 
Sir,  on  my  mmd  they  produce  an  effect  directly 
the  reverse  of  that  intended  by  their  authors. 
When  I  hear  slavery  in  the  Sonibem  States  la- 
mented a*  an  eril,  which  they  cannot  immediately 
remove,  I  acquiesce  in  the  justice  of  this  defence. 
But  when  gentlemen  go  further,  and  not  merely 
excuse  slavery,  bat  imnounce  its  eulogium ;  when 
they  tell  us  that,  however  bed  it  may  be  for  the 
slave,  it  is.rto  injury  to  the  master ;  that  be  gains 
by  it,  that  his  ease  and  ccovenience  are  piomoted, 
and,  tbeiflfore,  that  it  oagbt  not  to  he  touched,  1 
tKraUe  fi»  the  stability  u  our  republican  inatito- 
tions,  For  on  what  does  this  daence  of  uliTery, 
in  the  abattaoi.  rest,  but  on  this — that  by  the  de- 
crees of  providence,  one  man  is  bom  to  labor,  and 
another  to  enjey  the  fruits  of  that  labor :  that  one 
is  born  with  a  tight  to  govern,  and  anotner  bound 
to  obey ;  the  one  a,  master,  the  other  a  slave  7  And 
vrhat  IS  this  but  the  very  essence  of  kingly  gov- 
ernment—the doetrine  ol  tyrants,  in  every  age— 
"the  enormona  faith  of  miUions  made  for  one." 

These,  then,  are  the  motives  of  our  conduct: 
we  find  slavery  unjust  io  itself;  adverse  to  all  the 
grctU  bnnehes  of  national  industry ;  a  source  of 
danger  in  time  of  war;  repugnant  to  the  first 
principles  irf  our  Republican  GoTerament;  and, 
in  all  these  ways,  extending  its  injurious  eSecb  to 
the  Stats  where  its  exisienee  is  not  even  ttAeralBd. 
Welielisve  that  we  possev,  imder  the  ConMitu- 
tinn,  the  power  necessary  to  arrest  the  fnrthet  prty- 
Eress  of  this  great  and  acknowledged  evil;  and 
the  meas«e  now  proposed  is  the  loint  result  of 
all  these  motives,  acting  upon  this  belief,  and 
EOided  by  our  most  mature  judgmoits  and  onr 
MM  reflections.  As  such,  we  present  it  to  the 
people  of  Minonri.  in  the  firm  persuasion  that  we 
shaQ  be  found,  in  tne  end,  to  have  oousulled  their 
wisbes  not  less  than  their  interests  by  this  measure. 
Fat  what,  sir,  is  Mtasouri  J  Not  the  comparative- 
ly few  inhftbitanis  who  now  possess  the  country ; 
nit  a  State,  large  and  powerful,  capable  of  con- 
taining, and  destined,  I  tmst,  to  contain  halfa 
miUionriif  virtuous  and  inteliigent  freemen.  It  is 
10  thdr  wishes  and  th«r  in^rest  that  I  look,  and 
not  to  the  tuiqiorary  Uindaeaa  or  the  lamentable 
ddiisi(»is  of  the  proent  momeBt.  If  this  restric- 
tion is  imposed,  m  twenty  years  weshaU  have  the 
petmleof  Missouri  thanking  us  for  the  measure, 
as  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois  now  thank  the  Old 
Congress  for  the  ordinance  of  I7B7.  Tbe  exist- 
ence of  a  State  is  not  limited  toa  single  genera- 
tion. Its  inhabHants,  yet  nnbom,  have  claims 
upon  our  wisdom  and  our  care ;  and  it  is  for  ns  to 
delamine  what  shall  be  their  character  and  their 
forlimes.    It  is  in  the  first  fortnation  of  societies 


■lone,  that  individuals  have  any  considerable  in- 
fluence upon  governments;  and  that  few  persons 
have  it  sometimes  in  their  power  to  fix  the  perma- 
nent character  and  enduring  policy  of  States  and 
nations ;  to  say  whether  their  institutions  shall  be 
free  or  slavish,  framed  for  the  benefit  of  a  few,  or 
securing  equal  rights  !□  all.  Bnt,  after  a  govern- 
ment is  once  formed,  and  the  institutions  of  the 
country  become  fiiriy  settled,  though  at  first  but 
the  mere  crEaturcs  of  man's  power,  they  act,  in 
torn,  as  tbe  masters  of  his  will ;  and  form  and 
fashion,  to  their  own  likeness,  the  national  chais- 
acter  of  the  people.  Never  was  tbisremark  more 
applicable  than  to  the  present  case.  It  is  in  our 
poiva,  by  a  single  act,  to  determine  tbe  character 
and  the  policy  of  Missouri  in  this  important  sub- 
ject, connected,  as  ii  is,  with  so  many  others,  for 
all  succeeding  times;  sod  to  say,  whether  the 
people  whom  we  admit  into  our  Union  shall  bring 
to  it  a  system  of  equal  rights,  extending  the  Uees- 
ings  of  freedom  alike  to  all,  or  introduce  with 
them  an  odious  monopdy  of  power  and  of  wealth, 
imjust  to  its  victims,  and  injurious  to  its  authcHS. 
As  we  may  thie  day  decide,  posterity  will  blea 
us  for  leying  broad  and  deep  (he  foundations  of 
an  equal  ^vernmeot,  or  load  our  memories  with 
the  malediction  of  ages,  for  mistaking  or  neglect- 
ing their  interests,  and  forging  chains  for  them, 
which  we,  the  freemen  of  America,  disdained 
ourselves  to  wear.  It  is  not  often  that  legislators 
have  it  in  their  power  to  do  so  much  good,  or  in- 
flict so  much  evtl  on  mankind  ;  and  fortanaie  in- 
deed will  be  our  lots,  if  we  are  but  fotmd  equal  to 
tbe  gtoriowB  task — if  we  are  but  wise,  according 
to  the  measure  of  our  duties,  and  firm  and  faithfid 
to  the  end,  in  the  disehai^e  of  (bis  mi^ty  trust. 

Mr.  BnwMine,  of  Connecticut,  spoke  as  lollovrs: 

Mr.  Chairman :  AfW  the  very  able  discussion 
this  sntiject  baa  under^ne,  it  may  be  considered 
an  evidence  of  vanity  for  me  to  suppose  )  shall  be 
aUe  to  conainunieate  any  thing  new.  But  there 
are  some  views  in  which  this  suojeci  has  presented 
itself  to  my  mind,  which  I  do  not  rectJlect,  as  yet, 
to  have  beard  distinctly  stated.  If  I  should  be 
unableKiaddBnythingto  the  stock  of  information, 
the  importance  of  the  sabject  ftnd  its  interesting 
nature  will  be  a  sufficient  apology  for  my  occupy- 
ing >  small  portion  of  the  time  of  the  Committee. 

This  stibject  is  iiuporiant,  not  only  on  account 
of  its  effects  upon  the  future  prosperity  and  wel- 
fare of  the  nabon,  but  on  account  of  the  extrene 
interest  fell  in  it  by  almost  every  portion  of  this 
community.  The  local  and  sectional  fedincs  in- 
volved in  this  question  are,  of  themselves,  snmsient 
to  attach  to  it  no  ordinary  degree  of  importance. 
This  is,  perhaps,  the  first  instance  in  whteb  a 
question  Iws  arisen,  since  the  organisation  of  dot 
Government,  vrhere  the  divi«on  of  sentiment  could 
be  traced  on  the  map  of  oar  country. 

The  'first  subject  presented  for  our  consideration 
is  the  constitutionality  of  tbe  proposed  amendment 
Several  parts  of  the  Constitution  hare  been  re- 
sorted to.  'I  shall  avail  myself  of  one  only,  not 
because  this  is  the  only  part  which  has  a  bearing 
upon  this  subject,  bat  beeaase  this  is-snlHeient ;  a 
resort  to  any  other  is  nnneoetsury ;  and  there  are 
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lome  eqiKMioiiB  in  that  msbomait  upon  vhkk 
tbe  chaf^  have  been  so  often  rung,  in  the  course 
of  ibis  dncussioD,  that  the  sound  of  them  has  be- 
come unplmmnt  to  me,  and  1  presume  it  is  so  to 
every  member  of  this  Committee. 

B)'  the  Constitution,  Congress  ia  rested  with 
the  power  of  admitting  new  Stales  into  this  Union. 
This  Tests  Congress  not  merely  with  the  power  of 
Bilmissioa,  but  gives  them  the  power  of  ooing  all 
acts  necessary  to  carry  Ais  power  into  enect. 
This,  it  is  presumed,  will  not  be  denied ;  it  has 
not  yet  been,  and,  until  it  is,  I  shall  consider  it  as 
admitted.  It  also  Tests  Congress  with  the  power 
of  doing  »U  acts  Decessair  to  execute  this  powN, 
in  such  a  manna:  as  will  effect  tbe  object  for 
which  the  power  was  granted.  The  latter  prop- 
osition is  considered  equally  evident  with  the  first. 
No  one  would  doubt,  in  a  esse  of  this  kind  in  tbe 
ordinary  concents  of  life,  (and  -there  can  be  no 
reason  why  there  ^ould  be  any  doabt  in  this,)  the 
principles  which  goTCTu  both  instances  are  the 
same.  Where  the  manner  of  doing  a  thing  is  not 
pointed  out,  it  is  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  person 
or  body  authorized  to  act,  and  the  only  rule  by 
which  their  conduct  is  or  can  be  regulated  is,  the 
objoit  forwhieh  tbepcrwer  of  acting  was  conferred. 

To  ascertain  the  object  for  which  the  power  of 
admitting  new  Stales  was  vested,  we  mu^t  resort 
to  the  preamble  of  the  Constitution.  The  objects 
contemplated  by  the  frameTs  of  that  instrument, 
and  b^  the  people  of  tbe  United  Btates,  are  there 
specified:  it  is  unnecessary  to  reoapitnlate  the 
'whole ;  tney  are,  perhaps,aH  embraced  and  inclu- 
ded in  this  one,  the  promotion  of  the  "general 
welfare."  Itisnoi  claimed  by  methatihispreamble 
confers  power ;  I  consider  it  merely  as  a  direction 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  -the  powers  conferred  in 
the  instrument  qre  to  be  exerciaed .  The  preamble, 
perbaps,  expresses  nothing  more  than  would  have 
Men  implied  without  it.  But  the  wise  men  vrho 
framed  that  iostrument  have  relieved  as  from  the 
necessity  of  resorting  to  implication. 

I  ask,  whose  wel&e  is  here  contemi^ted  ?  To 
this  only  one  answer  can  be  given :  thewdfare  of 
those  who  framed  and  adt^ted  this  instrument — 
the  welfare  of  the  parties  to  the  Confederation. 
We  are  notj  nor  have  we  ever  been,  Quixotes  in 
tbe  cause  of  liberty.  We  wish  well  to  the  hnman 
race,  bat  hitherto  nave  deented  it  sufficient  to  take 
care  of  ourselves,  and-  leave  other  nations  to  take 
careof IfaemselTee.  Notwithstanding, inthccoune 
of  dii»  discttssion,  we  have  been  reminded  of 
France,  and  of  the  horrors  which  in  that  country, 
resulted  from  the  doctrines  of  liberty  and  equalitr ; 
and  it  has  been  intimated  that  we  are  pursning  the 
satoe  course,  aod  that  it  may  lead  to  as  desperate 
results.  1  humbly  conceive  the  charge  and  the 
prediction  are  eqaally  groundless.  The  fervor  of 
revolution  with  us  is  past.  Liberty  it  not  to  us  h 
new  theme;  it  did  not,  even  in  the  iafaDcy  and 
extreme  youth  of  our  nation,  so  fire  our  brain  as  to 
make  us  forget  that  we  are  m^n,  and  subject  to 
the  frailties  of  human  nature  ;  and  w^  are  in  no 
danger,  at  the  present  day,  when  nearly  arrived  at 
maiihood,  of  being  hurried  to  extremes  upon  this, 
or,  I  trust,  any  other  asb^t. 
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It  is  coni»aved  tbat  it  will  not  be  for  the  intereM 
of  the  United  States  that  Missouri  should  be  admit- ^ 
ted  into  the  Union,  unless  the  further  introduction 
of  shiTery  there  should  be  interdicted.  How  is  this 
object  to  be  accompUsbed  7  It  is  to  be  accomplished 
in  this  way,  and  perhaps  in  this  way  only.  Inde- 
pendent of  this  law,  if  the  peopleof  Missouri  should 
form  a  constitution,  and  the  further  introdnetion 
of  slavery  should  beprohibiled,whatsecurityehoald 
we  have?  they  might  alter  tbeir  coasiilntion  at 
pleasure.  This  is  Uie  only  way  in  which  the  ob- 
ject contemplated  can  besecured,  and,  if  this  mode 
cannot  be  taken,  and  the  aame  views  continue  to 
beentertaia^jMiEsonrican  never  be  admitted  ioto 
the  Union ;  she  may  write  menc  lekei  upon  her 

We'  have  heard  mneh  Upon  this  occasion  of 
State  rights.  When  we  talk  of  State  rights  what 
rights  do  we  mean,  and  whose  rights  1  We  muM 
mean  the  tights  of  our  own  Stales — those  States 
we  represent.  These  are  tbe  rights  w%  are  boaiid 
to  gtiBrd  and  protect,  and  it  is  enongh  for  tis  that 
we  do  ^aari  and  protect  these.  The  people  of 
Missounwill  take  care  of  their  rights;  and  iVnow 
riot  why  we  shoold  be  apprehensive  that  they  will 
improvidently  sacrifice  them.  From  some  remarte 
which  have  been  made,  1  should  infer  the  present 
States  had  no  rights,  or  next  to  none ;  that  is,  col- 
lectivriy  taken;  for  we  are  denied,  it  seems,  the 
poorest  privilege  possessed,  not  merely  by  the 
smallest  community,  but  by  the  meanest  individual 
of  our  species,  the  privilege  of  choosing  our  com- 
panv ;  or,  1  might  rather  say,  the  privilege  of  de- 
terminin^withwhom  wewiil  not  associate.  For, 
the  principles  which  hare  beeji  advanced  upon  this 
occasion,  go  the  length  of  aiaertiuK  that  we  are 
bound  to  admit  Missouri,  that  we  have  no  optioD 
or  TolUiooupon  the  subject,  and  that  we  are  bound 
to  take  her  as  she  ia — 


And  who  or  what  is  Missouri  1  She  is,  as  to 
QtjtM  the  present  occasion, an  independent  power. 
We,  at  her  request,  meet  her.  and  treat  with  her  as 
sooh.  Wi  accord  to  h(!r  all  the  attributes  of  this 
ebameter,  and  we  merelyolaim  for  ourselves  tite 
ssme  rights  and  privileges.    . 

The  admissionof  anewStateisnottn  ordinary 
act  of  legislation:  it  is  the  most  solemn  act  Con- 
gress can  perfotm.  Other  acta  are  temporary,  fliis 
IB  perpetual ;  for  although  Congress  may  admit  a 
State  into  the  Union,  yet  Con^vas  possesses  no 
power  of  getting  a  State  out  of  the  Union  ;  nor  is 
Uiere  a  pow«r  of  this  kind  vested  anywhere.  A 
State  once  admitted,  is  admitted  forever ;  and  shaU 
it  be  said  that  in  this  case,  of  all  others;  our  hands 
are  tied,  that  we  are  vested  with  no  di^retion  7  Is 
it  possible  that  the  fiamers  of  our  .Constitution 
could  have  been  so  mad,  as  to  divest  themselves, 
in  this  the  most  important  of  all  our  concerns  asa 
nation,  of  the  means  of  self-defence  7  Were  th^ 
afraid  to  trust  themselves  with  this  power  lest  it 
should  be  abused  to  the  prejudice.of  themselves? 
Thib  is  presuming  a  distrust  which  is  altogether 
at  variance  with  udBe  principles  by  which  man  is 
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ordiiurily  actuated.  We  often  distnut  othen,  but 
we  never  distrust  oarselr«s.  ll  is  presiimine  too 
much,  to  presume  a  jealousy,  whicli,  by  vitboDld- 
ing  A  power  from  a  feai  ttut  it  might  be  abused, 
makes  ineritable  as  greai,  or  perliaps  gieater  evils, 
than  any  abuse  of  (Eia  poww  could  possibly  have 
prodiKcd. 

Let  us,  however,  take  the  gentlemen  upou  their 
own  grounds.  It  is  allowed  we  bare  the  power, 
to  admit  or  refuse- admission,  but  it  is  claimed  our 

Cer  extends  not  in  the  leai>(  degree  beyond  this, 
will  suppose  that  we  are  now  considering 
whether  Missouri  shall  be  admitted  or  uot,  and  this 
caadiLion  is  out  of  the  question.  In  the  discus- 
sion of  this  subject  her  admission  is  objected  to, 
because  slavery  exists  there,  aud  because  its  fur* 
ther  introduction  and  extension  is  not  prohibited. 
When  the  vote  i.t  finally  token,  it  appears  ibere  is 
a  majority  opposed  to  her  admission.  How  are 
the  peoi^eof  that  country  to  be  informed  why  their 
request  is  not  gnnted  }  They  are  to  karn  it  as 
well  as  they  can  from  the  discussion  which  has 
taken  place  in  Congress,  and  from  what  may  be 
picked  up  in  conversation  with  the  members.  The 
peotJe  of  Missouri,  then,  obviate  this  objection, 
ana  renew  their  application.  In  determining  upon 
her  admission,  it  is  not  necessary  thai  every  sub- 
ject connected  with  it  should  be  Drought  up,  con- 
sidered, and  examined.  If  there  be  one  insuperable 
objection  to  her  admission  at  the  time  she  applies, 
those  who  are  to  decide  will  not  consider  tnem- 
selves  required  to  go  further :  at  that  time  this  will 
j^vem  their  votes.  When  she  applies  a  second 
time,  her  situation  in  other  respects  will  be  exam- 
ined--hei  boundaries  will  come  under  considera- 
tion ;  and  on  the  subject  of  boundaries  I  conceive 
we  are  in  a  peculiar  maimer  entitled  to  a  voice. 
It  will  be  borne  in  mind,  that  a  considerable  part 
of  that  district  of  countr)^  which  is  now.  proposed 
to  be  included  in  Missouri  is  eiclusivelv  tlie  prop- 
erty of  the  United  States,  both  as  to  soil  and  juris- 
diction. We  therefore  hare  an  interest,  not  merely 
in  the  size  of  the  State,  as  a  constituent  branch  of 
this  Coofedetacy,  but  as  owners  of  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  territory  it  embraces,  am)  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  contiguous  country.  We  have  there- 
iore  a  pecuniary  as  well  as  a  political  interest. 
The  present  tnhabitacts  of  Missisuri  cannot,  upon 
anj^  pretext  whatever,  claim  either  teiritorial  or 
juridical  rights  beyond  the  soil  over  which  ihsy 
have  an  ownership  as  individuals.  The  bounda- 
ries of  the  State  ate,  therefore,  a  [noper  object  of 
urBngemeat  between  them  and  us. 

We  might  not  be  satisfied  with  the  boundaries 
ibey  proposed.  They  might  conform  to  what  they 
supposea  to  be  our  wishes  in  this  respect,  and  apply 
a  third  time.  Possibly  some  other  oVjeciion  might 
then  be  made,  and  finally  we  come  to  preci^y 
the  same  result  we  sbould  by  the  present  course. 
Is  il  not  better,  both  for  us  and  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri, that  we  should  speak  to  her  at  once— speak 
to  her  in  an  authentic  and  official  form,  and  in 
the  only  way  in  which  we  can  so  speak — by  a 
legislative  act,  sanctioned  by  all  the  oianches  of 
the  Qovernment.  In  substance,  I  cannot  possibly 
discover  any  difference  in  the  two  courses,  and,  in  , 


point  of  form,  the  one  now  proposed  has  infinitely 
the  advantage. 

Upon  the  Constitutionaiquesiion,  therefore,  ihoe 
is  not  in  my  mind  the  shadow  of  a  doubt.  This 
opinion  is  not  one  into  which  I  have  fought  m^'- 
self :  I  did  not  enter  upon  the  examination  of  this 
subject  to  find  arguments  to  fortify  a  preconceived 
impression,  but  with  a  mind  as  uee  from  preju- 
dice as  it  ever  was  in  any  instance  whatever.  My 
present  cODvicUon  is  one  which  has  in  fact  forced 
Itself  upon  me,'  and  to  which  I  have  been  com- 
pelled to  yield. 

But  we  are  told  of  a  treaty,  and  that  by  this  our 
bands  are  tied.  That  pan  of  the  treaty  which 
relates  to  this  subject  is  in  these  words:  "The 
'  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory  shall  be  incor- 
'  porated  in  ibe  Union  of  the  United  Stales,  and 
'admitted  as  soon  as  possible,  according' to  tht 
'  principles  of  th^  Fedeial  GonstJtuI'  ' 


be  regretted  that  those  who  made  the  treaty  did 
not  make  use  of  expressians  known  to  our  Con- 
stitution ftnd  our  laws,  or  I  might  say  to  our. 
language. 

When  the  "Union,"  is  spoken  of  we  know  what 
is  meant  j  it  is  a  word  with  whleh  we  are  familiar, 
it  is  in  common  use.  We  also  know  and  under- 
stand what  is  meant  by  the  ''United  States/'  this 
term  is  known  to  our  Constitution ;  but  the  "Union 
of  the  United  Slates,"  to  say  the  least  of  it,  is  a 
very  uncommon  phrase.  It  is  one  I  do  not  recol- 
lect ever  to  have  heard  or  met  with  in  any  way, 
until  1  saw  it  in  this  treaty.  It  is  presumeo,  how- 
ever, thai  this  phrase  was  merely  meant  and  in- 
tended to  describe  us  as, a  nation.  Has  not  the 
first  part  of  this  treaty  already  been  complied  with? 
Are  not  the' inhabitants  of  ihis  Twrilory  already 
incorporated  with  us  7  We  have  assumed  juris- 
diction ill  this  country  j  we  have  taken  its  inhab- 
itants under  our  care  and  protection ;  we  have  es- 
tablished a  territorial  government  there,  and  given 
the  inhabitants  rights  and  privileges,  very  little 
short  of  those  theinhabitantsof  the  States  possess. 


.and  will  any  one  say  they  ai«  not  incorporated 
with  us;  that  they  are  not  incorporated  in  the 
Union,  or,  if  you  ^e«se.  "ia  the  Union  of  the 
United  States?"  By  this  treaty  the  inhabitants 
of  the  ceded  territory  are  alio  to  be  admitted  "  to 
the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and 
immunities  of  citizens  of  the  United  States."  If 
yon  look  at  our  naturalization  law  you  will  find, 
that  a  residence  in  any  one  of  the  States  or  the 
Territories  of  the  United  Stales,  entitles  a  person 
to  be  admitted  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  upon 
compliance  with  certain  forms  prescribed  by  the 
law.  The  inhabitants  of  the  cedal  territory,  there- 
fore, are  now,  or  may  be,  in-  possession  of  all  the 
rights,  advantages,  and  immunities  of  citizens  of 
the  United  Slates.  The  treaty  I  consider,  there- 
fore, has  already  been  complied  with. 

But  there  is  another  consideration  which  is,  with 
me,  conclusive,  even  if  I  am  wrong  in  Ibis  cod- 
strucLon,  and  every  thing  asked  Of  those  who 
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elaim  and  adrocate  a  dififereot  OMfstnictioii  is  coH' 
ceded.  It  will  be  recollected,  thai  wiiaterer  is 
doneuader  this  article  of  itkc  treaty,  is  to  be  done 
"according  to  tbe  princiides  of  the  Federal  Gon- 
■titution;"  thosewbomadethistiFBty  bad  no  Tight, 
in  any  erriit,  to  protQiBe  more  tban  tbis.  If  I  am 
right  ID  my  constnibtion  of'  the  Constitution,  our 
powers,  as  lo  the  maooer  in  which  we  shall  per- 
lonn  tbe  act  'Dow  required  of  us,  are  not  limited 
or  restrained  in  the  least.  ~  All  that  we  are  bound 
to  do,  is  to  admit  Missouri  when  the  interest,  or, 
in  other  words,  the  "  geneial  welfare"  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stateii  will  be  promoted  by  her  adminioH. 
This  act  we  ate  now  ready  and  wUIIdb  to  paforni. 
We  are  willing  to  admit  ner;  and  all  Tre  ask  is, 
that  her  eoodition  may  be  so  modified  that  she 
may  be  an  efficient  and  nsefnl  member  of  Ibis 
Confederacy,  and  that  she  shoald  not  be  instni' 
mental  in  tbe  exteusion  and  perpetuation  of  an 
eril  which  all  deplore. 

There  i»  aootfaer  awwer  which  may  be  ^iren  to 
this  claim  set  tip  under  tbe  treaty.  This  treaty 
respeets  only  the  inhatataots  of  the  caded  territory, 
at  tbe  time  the  treaty  was  made.  It  ii  oDderstood 
that  this  embraces  but  a  small  portion  of  those  who 
are  now  iDhabitaats  of  Missouri.  When  these 
men  come  bdbre  us,  it  will  be  time  enough  to  con- 
sidei.  their  claim;  the  present  application  is  not 
made^hy  them;  the  present  apnlicanls  are  the  in- 
habitants of  Missouri,  a  very  diseiCDt  body  of  men. 
No,  sirg  tbe  present  applioaots  cbbqoI  claim  under 
tbe  treaty ;. their  best  and  only  claim  is  as  our  chil- 
dren }  and  I  hope  they  will  prove  themselves  chil- 
dren indeed,  worthy  of  our  care,  and  worthy  of  our- 
regard,  and  that  we  shall  act  towards  them  the 
part  of  a  kind  parent;  for  myself,  at  least,  I  shall 
neither  do  or  claim  any  thing  with  respect  to  them 
I  deem  tneonsisteDt  with  that  relation.  If  they 
wen  my  ohildren,  in  fact,  I  should  act  towards 
them  Ike  name  pan  I  liow  do,  and,  in  doing^  so, 
dioold  consider  mysdf  as  ooafeiring  npon  them 
the  richest  l^acy  in  mv  power  to  bestow — one  far 
more  valaabH  than  eitW  money  or  lands. 

We  hare  baen  told,  if  ibis  amdioation  is  not 
granfed,  the  people  of  Minonri  will  form  a  consti- 
tution for  ibenuelves,  whether  we  oonsent  to  it  or 
not ;  and  that  hereaQer  they  will  present  them- 
selves before  us  with  this  constitution  in  one  hand, 
asd  the  treaty  in  the  other,  and  demand  admission 
into  tfae  Union ;  and  we  have  had  an  intimation 
of  the  train  of  consMiuences  which  wHl  probably 
result  from  a  persiitanoe  in  our  refusal.  la  what 
light,  I  ask,  are-the  people  fif  Missouri  exhibited  to 
US  by  these  sii|fKisitions7  They  are  owners  of  the 
toil  they  have  pnrchased,  and  over  this  they  bkv* 
aright  to  exercisB  certain  powers;  but  by  i*hat 
law,  or  wiiat  principle,  does  their  power  extend 
b^ondthis?  Are  they  n bout  to  assume  dominion 
oVM-thesoilof theUnitedSialesI  Aretheyabont 
to  divest  us,  not  merely  of  our  sovereignty,  bat  of 
oar  property  t  Is  this  the  penalty  of  our  refusal  1 
1  will  not,  without  further  evidence,  believe  that 
the  Inhabitants  of  thb  Territory  have  had  josiice. 
done  them  by  these  representations ;  hut  I  will 
rather  consider  them  St  springing  from  tbe  hteted 
imaginations  of  tboae  who  caQ  themselrM  her 


friends.  If  I  reallv  believed  these  repfeBentatioB% 
I  should  say,  that  Missouri  ought  never  to  be  ad- 
mitted into  this  Union,  but  ilmt,  wiA  respect  to 
her,  onr  door  ehould  be  ever  closed. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  Cabinet  is  dividedi^ion 
this  questioQ.  I  know  not  what  the  divisions  are 
in  the  Cabinet,  or  what  infinence  those  divisions 
ought  to  have  upon  our  deliberations  or  decisions. 
Whatever  those  divisions  may  be;  I  presume  there 
are  none  npon  one  branch  of  this  subject — as  to 
the  rights  of  the  present  applicants  under  the  trea- 
ty, 1  apprehend  there  js  no  division  in  tbe  Cabinet ; 
for  L'  understand  the  Cabinet  hare  uniformly 
claimed  thai  the  province  of  Texas  was  ioclDded 
in  the  Louisiana  treaty;  yet,  if  we  look  at  the 
Florida  treaty.  We  shall  find 'that  this  province 
has  been  abandoned,  relinquished,  given  up  to 
Spain,  with  as  little  ceremony  as  any  article  of 
merchandise  would  have  been ;  and  this  treaty  baa 
received  the  sanction  of  the  Senate  of  the  Umted 
States.  Could  these  things  have  taken  place  if  the 
Cabinet  or  the  Senate  had  supposed'  that,  by  the 
Louisiana  treaty,  we  were  bound  to  erect  the  ter- 
ritory ceded  to  us  into  independent  States,  and  ad* 
mit  them  as  members  of  the  American  Union? 

An  Bileropt  has  been  made  to  derive  an  argu- 
ment from  the  citizenship  of  the  applicants.  Il  is 
said  they  are  citizens  of  the  United  Stales,  and,  as 
such,  are  entitled  to  self-government ;  and  the  Dec- 
laration of  Independence  has  been  quoted.  That 
instrument,  it  is  said,  reco^isee  the  right  of  the 
people  lo  alter  or  abolish  their  form  of  government 
and  inttiinte  new  ones.  These  are  natural  rights. 
The  rights  conferred  by  citizenship  are  based,  it  is 
true,  npon  those  which  are  natural ;  but  they  are 
all  dependent  upon  the  positive  institutions  of  so- 
ciety, and  the  nature  of  them  depends  much  upon 
the  location  of  the  individual ;  Ihey  vary  as  be 
varies  his  residence,  and  are  different  in  every  Slate 
in  the  Union,  and,  in  Tnaity  instances,  in  Jthe  difier- 
ent  parts  of  the  same  Stale.  In  the  Stale  of  N««r 
Yors  they  are  one  thing,  in  the  Slate  of  Pennsyl- 
vania another.  In  the  country  tbev  are  of  a  cer- 
tain kind ;  in  thecity  of  a  difitrent  bind ;  in  every 
situation,  and  underall  circumslances,  they  derive 
their  character  from  the  institutions  of  society. 
When  a  man  leaves  the  Uitited  States,  he  carries 
none  of  them  "With  him  ;  that  is,  none  of  thoae 
which  are  peculiar.  He  is  entitled,  to  a  certain 
extent,  to  the  proleetion  of  bis  country,  as  the  citi- 
zen or  mihject  of  any  otb^  country  is,  when  sepft- 
rated  from  that  country ;  bol  hit  rights,  as  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  extend  no  further. 

If  a  resort  is  to  be  bad  to  Revolutionary  prinei- 
I^ea,  pray,  genUonen,  take  the  whole  of  thne  priif 
cipUB }  do  not  sdect  that  part  which  happens  to 
comport  with  your  views,  tuid  r«jec  I  the  remainder; 
extend  lo  all  the  enioyment  of  those,  the  inalien- 
able rights,  "life,  llMTty,  and  the  porsnit  of  hap- 
piness.^ We  do  not  claim  that  you  should  ifo  Ibis 
length — "  ibe  condition  and  civil  rights"  of  those 
who  are  now  inhabitants  of  Missouri,  are  not  in- 
terfered Tvith  by  us.  We  only  claim  that  those 
who  faereaher  become  inhabitants  there,  shaald  be 
permitted  to  enjoy  these  blessings.  It  is  with  an 
ill  grace,  indeed,  that  yoa  clamor  for  ri^b  for 
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founelree,  aad,  at  Ike  unu  time,  areatnally  dun- 
orous  for  a  denial  of  tho«e  rights  to  otkers. 

It  •■  adnuUed  by  all,  ttwt  alarery  is  an  ctU  ;  erra 
the  ardor  of  debate,  and  th«  excitement  DBtarally 
IKodueed  by  c^tposilion,  has  not  yet  caused  a  denial 
of  this  proposiuon ;  but,  it  has  been  contended  that 
difiuaioa  will  mitigate  tLis  eviL  It  has  l>e«n  com- 
pu«dto  poison,  the  eril  effects  of  which  are  said 
to  be  lessened  by  dilution.  If  this  eril  could  not 
be  iocteawd  in  {jOBnttty,  the  comparison  might  be 
jnst;  but  the  extent  to  which  it  may  be  ihcKased 
la  unlimited.  In  this  respect  it  may,  with  more 
propriety,  be  compnred  to  fiia  This  extends  itself 
Ks  loitg  as  it  finds  materials  to  feed  tfpon,  and  that 
qwcies  of  population  which  is  the  snt^cct  of  the 
pteaent  discussioiL,  will  extend  as  lone  as  epace 
■nd  the  means  of  subsistence  are  furnished.  As 
veil  might  it  be  s»id  that  this  evil  of  fire  is  miti- 
nied  by  diffosiOT,  and  thai-  the  individnal  whose 
Eotue  is  baming  lessens  his  calamitr  by  setiiinf  a 
city  in  a  Maze,  at  that  the  eril  of  slavery,  in  that 
ptKtion  of  the  eoo&lry  where  it  exists,  will  be  les- 
Mned  by  extending  it  orer  the  uninhabited  terri- 
Um  of  the  United  States. 

Slavery  is  a  grant  evil  at  the  present  time.;  but 
if  we  look  into  futurity,  its  character  becomes 
alanaing.  There  is  one  fact  which  speaks  toI- 
Vmes  upon  this  sulyeeL  It  is  this :  that  the  black 
population  in  the  Glareholdiiu;  States  increans 
■wtar  than  the  white.  This  fact  is  considered  as 
elearly  established,  by  the  different  ennmerations 
which  have  been  made  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States.  It  is^ol  difficult  to  assign  a  rea- 
son for  this.  White  people  are  restrained  from 
raajriage  by  prudential  considerations;  there  are 
bat  lew  who  will  think  of  burdening  themselves 
with  a  wife  and  family^,  without  some  rational 
pCDspect  at  least  of  sttbaistence,  if  not  of  comfort 
and  respectability.  The  slave  experiences  no  check 
or  nstiUBt  of  this  nature.  He  fears  no  degrada- 
tion, either  of  himself  or  bis  o&pring.  What  is 
called  the  fHeventive  check  to  populauon,  opentee 
with  mutih  greater  fwee  upon  the  white  roan  than 
tke  slan'e,  in  dl  ntoations  ;  but  this  check  operates 
note  powerftdlv  in  ihe  slaveholding  States  than 
in  those  wneie  tnere  are  no  slaves,  and  for  (bis  rea- 
•on,  that  labor  is  less  reputable.    The  character  of 


wUch  we  are  in  the  habii  of  seeing  performed  by 
d^FM,  we  are  apt  to  consider  as  the  appropriate 
laborof  slaves,  and  no  'freeman  can  engage  in  it 
without,  in  «oinc  meastire,  degrading  himself  to 
tha  level  of  (davea.  Poverty  is,  for  this  reason, 
more  distressing  and  more  irksome  in  those  conn- 
tries  where  tha«  are  slaves,  than  in  those  where 
there  are  none. 

Where  is  this  evil  to  end?  No  one  can  con- 
template this  state  of  things,  and  carry  his  ideas 
forward  to  its  inevitable  tendency,  without  emo- 
tion. 1  need  not  purme  it;  the  traagination  of 
every  individual  wbe  hears  me,  will  at  once  anti- 
cipate every  thing  I  could  urge  upon  this  subject. 
That  this  stale  of  things,  if  suffered  to  pregresa, 
will  lead  to  some  dreadful  resnlt,  no  one  can  tor  a 
nunaent  doubt.    A  rarroondiag  white  popnlatioB  < 


will,  then,  be  found  useful.  fLxtending  slavery  is 
only  postponing  the  evil  day  for  a  short  period; 
but  exactly  in  proportion  as  this  postponement 
takes  place,  will' the  evil  be  increased  in  ma^i- 
tude.  While  it  is  confined  vithin  narrow  limits, 
it  may  be  conlroUed ;  but,  when  extended  ov«  an 
immense  spac^  it  will  be  nneontiollable. 

It  has  been  intimaled  that  the  Northern  States 
are  unfriendly  to  the  Souihern,  and  that  the  pres- 
ent measure  oricinates  from  a  disposition  to  gratify 
Ibis  hostility.  The  suspicion  is  unfounded,  cer- 
tainly, as  resjTectE  the  body  of  the  people;  there 
may  be  individuals  who,  from  political  or  other 
COD sidera lions,  may  entertain  a  spirit  of  this  kind, 
but  it  is  not  general:  nor  do  1  believe,  at  the  pre^ 
ent  day,  it  is  isiifficicntly  extensive  in  any  poriion 
of  the  Northern  section  of  the  country  to  give  life 
and  being  loanv  public  measure.  We  luve  taken 
each  other-  to  nave  and  to  bold,  for  better,  for 
worse,  for  richer,  for  poorer,  in  sickness  and  in 
health;  and  our  present  wish  ie,  that  the  connex- 
ion (^ould  continue,  and  that  it  should  only  ter- 
minate with  the  final  dissolution  of  all  things.  It 
is  true,  jealonsies  have  arisen ;  there  may  have 
beenmoments  of  pique  and  alienation  of  feelings; 
there  may  have  been  negleol  of  the  true  interest! 
of  the  Union  ;^  ihtte  may  have  been  periods  when 
a  portion  of  our  cittzens  have  been  more  gratified 
with  our  adversity  than  onr  prosperity,  is  a  na- 
tion; but  I  trust  tnal  the  day  'if  theiie  thin^has 
gone :  that  those  who  have  thus  wandered,  if  anv 
such  there  be,  have  returned,  like  ihe  prodigal, 
never  to  wander  again ;  that  they  have  strayed  far 
enough  from  (he  path  of  duty  to  realize  the  evil 
and  tlie  daoeer  of  that  course,  and  to  be  satisfied 
that  their  only  chance  of  happines  is  in  a  faith&l 
performance  of  their- covenants. 

It  is  true,  we  lament  tbisevil  of  slavery — wede- 
[doreit;  yet  toz  this  we  con^der  you  not  ae  aie- 
mies,  but  you  must  allow  us  to  remonstmte  with 
you  as  brethren.  If  its  remedy  is  undertaken  in. a 
spirit  of  friendship,  I  have  no  doubt  it  may  speedily 
be  mitigated,  and  I  entertain  the  hope  that  it  may 
eventually  be  eradicated ;  and,  among  the  means 
of  its  mitigBtion  and  eradication,  I  look,  widi  no 
small  degreeof  complacency, tocolonizntion.  Thia 
we  caimot  expect  to  do  ev^  thing,  but  it  inay  do 

The  pride  utd  jealousy  of  our  Soutbera  brertireB 
appear  (o  be  alarmed.  What!  it  is  asked,  ate  we 
unaUe  to  take  cate  of  omwlvesl  Do  we  dM 
kttow  our  own  interest  1  The  part  we  have  taken, 
upon  the  present  oocasion,  appears  to  be  regarded 
asan  intruMon,  an-ollkious  mtermeddling.  But, 
istbisBsubjectin  which  webave  DO  interest?  Are 
we  M  fat  disconneeled,  that  one  part  of  .this  com- 
munity can  experience  calamity,  and  the.  other 
suRer  no  inconvenience  1  Whatever  tends  to  les- 
sen the  growth  and  prosperity,  the  strength  and 
effict^eyi'of  any  part  of  onr  country,  must,  in  its 
coosequenees,  be  injarions  to  the  rest.  Every  p^ 
tion  of  our  country  must  participate,  in  a  greater 
or  less  degree,  in  the  evil  conspquences  of  an  un- 
profitable or  dangerous  population,  Tbose  evils 
which  are  present,  and  those  which  are  unfolded 
to  our  view,  in  fiiturity,  from  thia  sowce,  are  of 
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too  aJunUBg  s  ahuacter,  ev^a  «s  mpecti  ttte  most 
remote  parts  of  the  United  Stata,  to  admit  of  in- 
diflerence.  Those  in  the  midst  of  this  population 
are  most  intefeaied,  b«t,  powiUjr,  supppaed  imme- 
diate advantage  may  have  its  efitet  io  drawing 
theit  attention  from  remote  coBHqueneea. 

it  has  been  tntiiiutl«d,  tint  wb  coitcnn  ouraelTes 
too  mueJi  about  posterity,  and  thai  oitr  attentioB 
ooghttobeeouAned  moreclosdy  tooorselvea.  No 
maa  who  has  expeneoced  parental  feelings,  can 
beindiffecentaboalpostcrily.  It ttiarain toreaaon 
on  ihis  sutijml ;  it  is  mot^^h  few  lis  that-  it  is  so. 
It  arises  from  a  lav  of  our  nature — a  law  writtoi 
in  the  heart  of  man  bf  iheGogerof  tlte  Almighty, 
aod  one  which  he  cannot  disobey. 

It  is  said,  the  condition  of  the  slaves-  is  not  so 
bad  as  has  been  'supposed;  that  th^  are  better  ofi 
than  the  lowest  class  of  white  peoi»e.  One  thing 
is  certain,  that  is,  the  lowest  class  of  white  iwople 
would  be  Tery  unwitting  to  exchange  eonaitions 
widi  them;  and  Botwithstanding  all  the  miti^- 
tions  and  ameliorations  of  their  condition,  wbch 
(lave  taken  place,  or  which  may  take  place  hereaf- 
ter, the  observation  of  a  writer  who  knew  the  are- 
nues  to  the  human  heart  as  well  as  any  man  that 
etcT  wrote,  still  remains  true;  "Disguise  thyself 
'  as  thon  wilt,  still,  slareiy,  thou  ait  a  bitter  draught, 
'  and,  though  thousands  are  made  to  drink  of  thee, 
'  thou  art  no  less  hitter  on  that  account."  . 
-  Why  is  it  that  so  much  pains  are  taken  to  create 
an  impression,  th|)t  the  emancipation  of  the  slares 
in  the  old  States  is  aimed  at,  and  that  this  is  merely 
tbecommencementof  a  system  which  has  that  for 
it»R)d1  That  OUT  country  should  be  rid  of  this 
oIbss  of  people,  is  devoutly  to  be  wished ;  hut,  that 
there  is  a  wish  or  an  intentioii  to  effect  their  eman- 
cipation by  coercive,  or,  in  fac^  any  other  means, 
iBconsist«at  with  the  rigbta  of  those  who  now  hold 
domnion  om  them,  is  not  to  be  inferred  from  any 
thin^  whioh  has  jtt  taken  [dace.  The  intemperate 
e£6iiuonsof  iadJTidpals,  or  the  iingnarded  language 
(rfeitbtf -indindoal*  or  prime  associations^  do  not 
jtwtify  thew  tti^ticions.  Wfaon  My  public  meawre 
is  tUen^wd,  baannff  these  ma^  then  may  these 
aiJ^Htehcasiaas  be  inoalfed,  and  the  feetings  appar-' 
tuning  to  than  propei^  fasTe  exittcnce;  bat  until 
thtn  tnay  are  mnnuroowj.  Bvt^  Hr.  ChainaaB, 
■otwillulaiHting  ai\  iha  alaim.  agitttion,  and  ap- 
poaitioDWe-tttrewitnaased  on  tli»|H«Mnt  occasion, 
I  Mftfollf  satisfied  that  if,  in  ccOaeqaenca  of  the 
aland  which  has  now  been  taken^  the  fnttherla- 
(reduction  of  si»vety  into  Missonn  should  be  pn- 
vaated,  whatever  may  be  the  pMsant  'fedinge  of 
di«  inbabttaate  of  that  territory,  w«  shall  hereafter 
raecive  iheirtitanks,  and  that  they  will  look  hack 
oppB  ih«  taauactiua  of  this  day  with  joy  and 
gntitude  ;■  and  thai  the  time  iS' not-fiir  distant  when 
enti  our  SoMlbem  btethren  willrc^d  us  as  tbur 
besefaotota,  rather  than  their  enemisa. 

There  ar«  sweral  other  observati^,  Mr.  Glair- 
man,  which  I  int^dad  to  hkre  made,  but,  aware 
of  the  fatigue^nd  impatience  of  the  Commiltae. 
from  this  lengthy  and  protracted  discussion,  I  will 
omit  .them.  It  has  bseB  my  oidesvbr  to  eommupj- 
QBte  what  I  had  to  say  in  as  concise  a  manner  as 
paanble,  aad  In  avoid  rqttating  any  thing  I  have 


heard  advanced  by  o^ers,  anv  further  than  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  make  mysel  I  int^gible.  Iwill, 
therefore,  take  my  seat,  with  a  tenderof  m^sioGere 
at^Dowledgments  to  you  and  the  Committee  for 
the  indulgence  that  has  been  manifested. 

When  Mr.  EnwABns  had  concluded,  the  Com- 
mittee rose ;  and  the  House  adjourned. 

ToEWAT,  February  2Z, 

The  SpejlK£B  laid  before  theHome  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  Stale,  enclosing  a  report  on  the 
petition  of  James  Simpson,  Cousul  of  the  United 
Stales  at  Tangier,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Morocco  j 
^hich  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  SpEAiEn  also  laid  before  the  Honse  a  letter 
from  the  Commisioners  of  the  NavyPension  Fand, 
upon  the  subject  of  the  resolution  of  this  House 
of  the  2d  of  March,  1819,  instructing  ihem  to  use 
all  the  means  in  their  power  to  coerce  peymeni  of 
the  balances  due  to  the  fund,  frtim  all  persons  who 
may  be  found  indebted  to  the  same,  &c.;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUe. 

Mr.  HoijiBa  presented  a  representation,  signed 
by"  John  Holmes,  Martin  Kinsley,  Mbik  Lang- 
don  Hill,  James  Parker,  Joshua  Cushman,  and 
Ezekiel  Whitman."  members  of  this  House  froia 
that  part  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  hitherto 
known  as  "the  District  of  Maine,"  respectfully 
urging  Congress,  for  the  reasons  therein  stated,  as 
speeduy'na  possiue  to  decide  the  question  of  the 
admission  of  the  said  district  into  v^e  Union  as  a 
separate,  sovereign, and  independent  Slate;  which 
was  read,  and  oSered  ID  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Kekt  presented  a  petition  of  Robert  Young, 
judge  of  the  orphans'  court  of  the  county  of  Alex- 
andria, and  of  Itichard  Bland  Le^  judge  of  the 
orphans'  court  of  the  county  of  Washington,  in 
the  District  of  Golambia,  praying  that  Congress 
will  be  pleased  to  cause  an  inqoirv  to  be  made  into 
the  present  organization  and  conoitioa  of  the.said 
courts,  and  that  such  altemiious  and  amendments 
may  be  made  in  the  existing  system,  as  to  the 
wisdom  of  Congress  may  seem,  meet  and  proper; 
which  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mi.  Rent  also  presented  a  petition  of  the  Cor- 
poration of  the  town  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District 
of  Columbia^ stating  that  tbev  have  perceived  thsi^ 
by  the  12th  section  of  the  bill  now  pending  befove 
this  House,  "  concerning  the  banlis  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  and  for  other  porposes,"  the  issue,  ot 
re-issuC)  of  the  Dotes  of  the  corporation  are  pro- 
hibited from  and  after  the  Ist  of  Januaiy,  1S21, 
and  alleging  that  the  said  corporation  is  not  able 
or  prepared  to  redeem  and  pay  off  their  notes  by 
the  time  specified  in  the  said  section,  and  prayinf 
for  an  extension  of  the  time  for  the  liauidationn 
thdr  said  notes ;  which  petition  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  bf  the  Whole  to  which  is  committed 
the  bill  aforesaid. 

Mr.  AnDBB80N,from  the  Committee  on  the  Fuly 
lie  Lands,  who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the  appointment 
of  a  secrete  surveyor  for  the  [mblie  laniis  wi^mt 
the  StMe  (^  JUinois,  made  a  report  thereon ;  whieU 
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wu  read,  and  the  retolution  iherdn  coDlained 
concurred  in  by  th«  Hoom,  as  follows : 

Bttohid,  Th*t  it  i>  not  aipedieilt  Ibit  ■  Mptnte 
■aT*e;or*bauld  be  appointed  for  the  public  leod*  within 
tbo  tItRia  of  Illinoi*. 

'  Mr.  Akdgrboh,  from  the  same  committee,  who 
W««  also  iostructed  Co  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  limiting  the  quantity  of  public  lands  her^af^r 
to  be  exposed  to  sale,  made  a  report  thereoo ;  whicfi 

was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein  contained 

concorred  in  by  the  House,  as  fallows: 

Ruohtd,  Tb«t  it  is  not  «<p«dient  to  paw  injr  Iiw 
limllins  th«  qusatil;  of  public  land*  heretfler  eipoaail 
tOt  lati  at  (ha  different  Jiud  olScas. 

The  Spbakcb  presented  to  the  House  a  letter 
addressed  lo  him  oy  the  trustees  of  ibe  towu  of 
Saint  Charles,  in  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  in  re- 
lation lo  the  Tight  of  the  iohabitants  of  that  town 
to  the  commous  adjacent  thereto. — Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

On  motion  at  Mr.  Stohsb,  the  Secretary  of  the 
War  Department  was  directed  to  transmit  to  this 
House  copies  of  the  respective  contracts  ho-eiofore 
made  with  James  Johnsou,  Alexander  McRae, 
Elias  Earle,  and  Peter  Townsend,  for  the  delivery 
of  powder,  arms,  cannon,  oi  shot,  together  with  an 
account  of  the  moneys  advanced  on  the  said  con- 
tracts, respectively,  and  at  what  periods,  and  whe- 
ther, and  how  far,  the  said  contracts  have  been  re- 
spectively fulGUed  on  the  part  of  the  contractors. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  ttie  foUowina 
titles,  to  wit :  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  John  O'Connet,  deceased  ;"  and 
"An  act  further  to  extend  the  charter  of  the  City 
of  Washington  ;"  in  which  bills  they  ask  the  con- 
cturence  of  this  House. 

FLORIDA  TREATY; 


n  offered  by  him  yesterday 

ReMolvtd,  That  the  PreaJJent  of  tha  United  Slates 
bo  rcqueetetl  to  impart  to  this  House  an;  communlci- 
tion*  toDchinsibe  Florida  Treatj,  which  ma;  have 
been  reoeiied  from  onr  Miniiler  Plenipotentiiiy  at 
die  Court  of  Spain,  nhich  have  not  been  herelofora 
Mramonicated,  and  irhicb,  in  hia  opinion,  it  ma;  not 
be  ineonaiitent  with  the  pnblic  interest  to  communi- 
cate. 

Mr.  Randolfh',  presuming  that  the  object  of 
the  Teeotutioa  was  to  obtain  generally  such  infor- 
mation as  the  Executive  had  received  touching 
tile  treaty,  (with  the  reservation  expressed  in  the 
last  part  of  it,)  he  suggested  to  the  mover  tfaepro- 
priety  of  omitting  that  part  of  the  motion  which 
confined  the  call  to  information  received  from  our 
-Minister  at  Madrid. 

Mr.  Reio  acquiesced  in  the  suggestion ;  and, 
ditis  modified,  the  resolution  was  adopted,  and  a 
cominittee  of  three  appointed  to  present  it  to  the 
President. 

WESTERN  COURTS. 


the 


The  engrossed  bill  to  alter  the  place  of  holdiiw 
e  circuit  and  district  courts  of  Cfbio,  from  Chili- 


eothe  to  Colnmfaiu,  the  seat  of  government  of  the 
State,  was  rend  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Bbbcbbk  explsjned  the  motives  for  this  bill, 
the  unanimous  wish  of  the  Legislature,  the  paUie 
convenienee,  &c. 

Mr.  BaunB  replied  to  Mr.  BncHEs,  and  argued 
to  show  that  (he  bill  was  inexpedient,  at  this  time, 
at  leaat ;  that  it  would  be  a  burden  to  suitors,  wit- 
nesses, &«.,  and  would  inertase  the  labor  of  the 
C'ges  by  extending  their  journey,  &c.,  without 
e&ting  the  community.  To  give  time  to  pro- 
duce information  to  tbe  House  on  the  subject,  kt 
moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Roes  and  Mr.  Campbell  replied  and  sup- 
ported the  bill ;  after  which,  the  question  wts  taken 
on  laying  the  bill  on  the  table,  and  negatived; 
and  the  Bill  was  then  patted,  and  sent  to  the  Sen- 
ate for  concurrence. 

COMMODOEE  PEERY. 
.  Lqwndbb  offered  the  following  readatioB 


Baolved,  That  the  Committaa  on  Naval  Afbin  ba 
inatructed  ta  inquire  into  the  eipsdieDcy  of  extandin| 
to  the  widow  of  Captain  Oliver  H.  Perry  the  provision 
which  ia  now  made  b;  law  for  the  widowa  and  chil- 
dren of  naval  officers  who  die  from  wounda  received 

Mr.  L.  observed  that  it  was  conceived  that  the 
family  of  Commodore  Perry  was  embraced  by  the 
existing  laws  which  provide  for  pensions,  «i  it 
was  uot  to  be  supposed  the  generosity  or  mutut- 
nimity  of  Congress  did  not  intend  to  comprehend 
such  a  casBj  but  as  this  appeared  to  be  doubted, 
he  had  deemed  it  proper  to  propose  the  inquiry 
which  he  had  submitted. 

The  resolution  was  adopted  ntm.  con. 

Sjr-  Randolph  rose  to  offer  a  motion.  He  be- 
lieved it  would  be  very  difficult  for  any  member 
of  this  Honse — certainly  it  was  not  possible  for 
him--to  keep  pace  with  the  hofioraUe  mntleman 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Lowndes,)  in  the  nee 
of  honor  and  public  utility.  That  geotlenmn  had, 
by  the  motion  which  had  just  been  adopted,  aati- 
cipated  him,  in  part,  in  a  ptopoaition  which  hie 
(Mr.  R.)  had  intended  on  this  particular 'day,  for 
reasons  which  would  suggest  thoni^ves  to  die 
mind  of  every  one,  to  ofier  to  the  House.  WhcR 
he  had  this  morning  beard  the  tower-guns  an- 
nouncing the  return  of  the  birthday  of  WAEBiiia- 
TOH,  Mr.  R.  said  the  thought  had  come  acrooa  hia 
mind — in  reference  to  certain  proceedings  in  tin* 
House  and  elsewhere — "this  pet^e  draw  nigh 
unto  me  with  their  lipe,  and  honor  me  with  their 
mouth,  but  their  hearts  are  fat  from  me."  Hi* 
purpose,  Mr.  R.  stated,  was  to  make  a  motion  in 
relation  to  the  wife  and  children  of  the  late  Oliver 
Hazard  Ferry,  of  the  United  States  Navy.  It  wan 
his  opinion,  Mr.  R.  said,  whether  correct  or  not, 
that  the  countiy  owed  more  to  that  man,  in  ita 
late  contest  with  Greet  Britain,  than  to  any  othtr 
whatever,  always  excepting  Inac  Hull — that  man 
who  had  -Brst  broken  the  pratigt,  the  cukam  of 
British  invincibility.  He  had  frequently^  Mr.  R. 
said,  heard  persons  of  that  country  speaJc  in  terms 
of  admirstiofl  of  the  achievaiKnt  of  Captain  HoU, 
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in  hu  escape  from  a  fleet  of  tke  enemy 
Constitution  fri^te ;  of  ibeadminble  seamanahip 
which  he  had  dibplaf  ed ;  of  his  prvfessional  skill  j 
but  he  had  never  heard  any  of  thera  speak  with 
cordial  applause  of  his  achievemeot  with  the  Guer- 
liere,  that  proud  frigate  of  the  firsi  class  which  had 
cajrried  her  name,  in  defiance,  emblazoned  in  large 
letters  on  her  forelopsail,  that  the  American  pka- 
tooM  might  beware  of  His  Majesty's  ship,  aitd 
make  no  mistakes.  That  was  an  event  on  which 
they  were  generally  silent,  or  their  praise  very 
fHint.  Mf.  R.  believed  that  old  Epgland  would 
consent  that  forty  Pakenhams,  with  all  their. le- 

Sons,  should  have  been  buned  in  the  alluTid 
ods  of  the  Mississippi,  to  take  back  the  single 
aclioit  of  the  Guerriere ;  because  that  action  oad 
done  more  than  any  thing  else  to  op«n  the  eyes  of 
Europe,  and  dispel  the  illusion  of  Briti^  suprema- 
cy  on  tfie  o^ean.  Next  in  glo^  to  the  victory 
orer  the  Guerriere,  was  that  on  LabK  Brie,  by  the 

Sllanc  Feny  ;  and  this,  Mr.  R.  aaid,  was  not  in 
ior  in  lustre  to  any  event  in  the  naval  history 
of  Eneland,  from  that  of  La  Hogue,  under  Ad- 
miral Russell.  One,  said  Mr.  R.,  has  shown  i 
the  way  to  victory  with  single  ships,  tbe  other 
with  fleets.  Shall  we  suSer  his  famuv  to  melt  up 
the  plate  that  was  given  to  him  hy  nis  c 
men,  by  corporate  and  legislative  bodies,  i 
pltment  to  his  gallanlry,  to  buy  bread  t  He  would 
say  DO  more,  but  at  once  afua  the. following  le^i 

Raolted,  That  pravisLon  be  tn*de  by  lav  for  the 
■Dppurt  of  tbe  family  of  the  Iile  Oliver  Huard  Perry, 
Esq,,  of  the  United  Stales  Navy,  and  for  the  educslion 
afbiechildicii. 

Mr.  LowNDEH  concurred  with  great  cordiality 
in  Mr.  R.'s  tesolution.  He  felt  in  its  fullest  force 
the  sentiment  of  gratitude  to  the  man  who  had 
first  Maugbt  bis  country  to  hope  for  victory  by 
fleets,  as  well  as  by  sinole  ships ;  and  Mr.  L.  said 
it  w^s  only  because  ne  had  supposed  that  the 
House  would  not  at  this  time  give  its  approbation 
to  apronositloasnchasMr.  Randolph  bed  offered, 
that  lie  had  contented  himself  with  the  T«y  infe- 
rior one  which  he  had  submitted. 

Mr.  Hazard,  of  Rhode  Island,  did  not  rise  to 
say  much  OB  a  subject  which  he  said  he  could 
scarcely  trust  himself  to  speak  on  at  all:  Bnl  he 
rose  to  offer  his  tbanfes  to  |fae  gentleman  from  Vir^ 
ginia  and  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  in 
behalf  of  the  name  of  Perry — to  thank  them  in 
bebalf  of  the  State  which  gave  him  birth — to 
thank  tbem  in  the  name  of  his  amiatde  widow — 
to  thank  them  ialhe  nameof  their  conHnan  coun- 
try. 

The  resolution  was  adopted ;  and-,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Ramdolpb,  a  committee  of  three  waa  ap- 
pointed to  bring  in  a  bill  in  pursuance  thireto. 
■  MALNE  AND  MISSOURI. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  tjbe  Senate  to  the  Maine  bill  (pro^ 
poaing  to  incorporate  therein  the  Missouri  bill,  em- 
bracing the  a  mend  mmt  called  the  compcomise.) 

Th^  amendments  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Randolfb  delivered  a  speech  of  more  than 


two  hours  leogdi,  against  the  feature  of  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  which  proposes  to  exclude 
the  fiirtber  migration  or  transportation  of  slave* 
into  any  of  tbe  Territories  of  the  Uoited  States 
north  of  36°  30'  north  latitude. 

Mr.  RflEA  commenced  a  speech ;  but,  from  t&e 
lateness  of  ibe  hour,  after  two  oi  three  unsuccessful 
divisions  on  motions  for  the  purpose,  the  House 
adjourned. 

Wedmesdat,  February  23. 

Mr.  Kent  presented  a  petition  of  three  hundred 
and  sixty  inhabitant^  of  Georgetown,  and  that  part 
of  the  county  of  Washington  lyin^  west  of  Rock 
Creek,  in  tae  DiKtricI  of  Columbia,  praying  for 
ceitain  alterations  in  ilie  judicial  system  of  the 
said  District,  which  are  therein  described.— Refer- 
red to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee  ' 
of  Wajrs  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  ap- 
jwopriations  for  the  support  of  tbeOovemmentfoi 
the  year  1B20 ;  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Anuebson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  appoint  a  receiver  of  the 
public  moneys  and  register  of  the  land  office  for 
the  district  of  Lawrence  county,  in  the  Arkansas 
Territory ;  which  was  read  twice  and  ordered  to 
"3  an  the  table.  "" 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Manufactarea 
be  dischareed  from  the  further  consideration  of  tbe 
petition  ofa  company  of  Swiss  emigrants,  and  that 
It  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 

Mr.  Bai^SB  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Rttohed,  Thai  ■  committeB  be  sppnintod  to  inquire 

to  lh«  eipeJieniy  of  providini  by  law  for  ■Drveying'i 
marking,  and  peTmsnenlly  eelibtiiihing,  the  aorthem 
bonndiry  line  of  the  Slate  of  Ohio,  beginning  at«  uoint 
north  of  Uie  most  northerly  cap«  of  the  Miami  Bay; 
mnning  thence,  due  west,  to  iDteraect  tbe  westarn 
line  ofntd  State. 

The  resolution  was  read,  ^4hen  Mr.  Cook  moved 

amend  the  same,  by  adding,  as  follows:  "And, 
also,  of  running  the  boundary  ane  between  Indians 
and  Illinois." 

The  resolution  and  amendment  were  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  Icsal  representatives  of  John 
O'Conner,  deceased,  was  read  twice,  and  referred 

the.Com^ktee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  fur- 
ther to  extend  the  charter  of  the  City  of  Wasb- 
ingion,"  ivas  read  three  limes  and  passed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  frcon 
the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  slating  that  ia 
tbe  list  of  balances  due  to  the  Qovernment  more 
than  three  years,  or  -which  remained  luiseltled  on 
the  books  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  on  the 
1st  of  October  last,  and  transmitted  by  him  (the 
Comptroller)  to  this  House,  at  the  present  session 
of  Congress,  he  has  perceived  that  ThomKs  Wop- 
thington,  a  coUector  of  internal  revenue,  stands 


yCoOi-^lc 


146i 


HISTORY  OP  C0NGEB88. 


U59 


Adaiiuien  of  Maim  and  Mistomi. 


Fbbbcaby,  1880. 


cEuTged  with  four  tbousuid  four  hundred  andaixtjr- 
fouf  QoUars,  when,  in  faci,  the  balauce  against  him 
isonlfforCy-fourdoUaiaand  sixty-four  cents;  which 
letter  wax  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
MAINE  ANDUISSOUKt, 
The  House  then  resumed  the  considnation  of 
the  amendments  of  th«  SeoBte  to  the  bill  for  the 
admission  of  Maine  into  the  Union. 

Mr.  Rhea  spoke  about  an  hour  on  the  subject, 
particularly  on  the  inapplicahilitv  of  the  ordinaoce 
of  1787  lo  the  territory  west  of  the  Mississippi. 

A  diTision  of  the  question  was  caUqd  for  ;  and, 
ym  the  question  Will  the  House  disagree  tmso 
much  of  the  said  ataendments  as  is  conipriwd  in 
the  words  followingj  to  wit: 

"And  to  enable  tbe  ptopte  of  Miwoari  Teirito^  to 
bim  &  caiutitutiriD  and  Slate  gorernmaDt,  and  for  tlw 
adminlon  of  lueh  Slate  into  the  UnioB  on  an  «quil 
footing-  with  tbe  oiiginal  tHatea : 

"Sic  3.  And  bt  it  further  envied,  Thittheinbab- 
itanla  of  tbal portion  oE  the  Miuouri  Territorj  incladed 
within  the  boundariu  hareinaAer  dengnated,  be,  and 
tbej  are  herebj,  authorized  to  farm  for  themielvea  a 
eooatitation  and  6taM  goTcRiiiient,  and  to  aMiune  Mch 
MMe  aa  Ihej  ahall  daent  ptopu." 

It  passed  in  the  aflbmative— yeas  93,  nays  72, 
as  foDows : 

Tiia — Metirt.  Adami,  Allen  of  MiaMchatetta, 
Allen  of  New  Toik,  Beecber,  Baden,  Bruah,  Boffam, 
BuUei  of  New  Hampahire,  Campbril,  Case,  Clagatt, 
Cook.Crtfta.Citahnian,  Barlingion,  Deonisen,  DewiU, 
Dickinaon,  Dowse,  Edd;f,  Edwarda  of  Conneeiieut, 
BdwaidaofPannajIrania,  Fay,  Folger,Poneat,FnlIer, 
FttlleHon,  Groaa  of  New  York,  Oram  of  FennaylTaoia, 
Ou;on.  HacUej,  Hall  ot  New  York,  Baurd,  Hemp- 
ImU,  Handricka,  Harrick,  Hibsbman,  Hill,.  Holmes, 
BtoatMIM,  KeadaU,  Kintey,  iUnalaj,  Lathrop,  LiooDln, 
TrtMT,  Liiefmora,  Ljmao,  Maclay,  UcLana  of  Uala- 
^Wie,  Mallarjf  Marchaod,  Maaon,  Meech,  R.  Moore, 
8.  Mo0n,  Uonell,  Moaaia;,  Murraj,  Nelaoa  of  Vii- 
ginif,  Faik^r  of  Meaaachaeetta,  Pattanon,  Pbalpa, 
PMlioa,  Filcber,  Flamar,  Riah.  Ricbaida,  Eicbmond, 
Bogen,  Roaa,  Sampaon,  Sergeant,  SiUbce,  Sloan, 
BouthofNewJera^.Bsuthaid,  8tBieDi,Stom,8iraei. 
BuoDg  of  Viroioot,  Strong  of  New  York,  Tarr,  Tay- 
liUi  Tomlinaon,  Tompkini,  Tracy,  Upbam,  Van  Kenn- 
elaer,  Wallace,  Wendoier,  Whitman,  and  Wood. 

Nam— Meaara.  Abbot,  Alaiandei,AUeii{>f  Teunei- 
ae«,  Andenon,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Vir- 
onia,  Baldwio,  Ball,  Barbour,  Baylj,  Bloamfirid, 
Ke*an],  Brewn,  Biran,  Barton,  Burwell,  Butler  of 
Louiuans,  Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crawford,  Gotpeper, 
Cnibbert,  Daiidaon,  Barle,  BJwarda  of  North  Caro- 
lina, ErTJn,  Fiaher,  Flujd,  Gameu,  Hardin,  Hooka, 
Johnann,  Jonea  of  Virginia,  Jonea  of  Tenneaaoe,  Kent, 
Little,  Lowndei,  McCiw,  MoCreary,  McLean  of  Ken' 
tacky,  Meigs,  Merear,  Metcalf,  Neale,  Nnwton,  Orei- 
atieet,  Paiker  of  Virginia,  Piackaey,  Rankin,  BeeJ, 
Bhea,  Ringgold,  Seltla,  Shaw,  Sinkina,  BlocuDib. 
SMtth  of  Haiyland,  B.  Siaiih  of  Virgtaia,  A.  Smyth 
of  Virginia,  Smith  of  Noitb  Carolina,  8troih«r,  Swaar* 
ingen,  Terrell,  TrimbJe,  Tusker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of 
South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Walker  of  North  Cait>linB, 
Wufield,  WilliamaorVirgiDi«,aud  Williams  of  North 
Candina. 
So  the  House  disagreed  to  the  amendment  of  the 


The  question  was  then  taken  on  disagreeing  to 
the  residue  of  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  (the 
details  of  the  Missouri  bill)  with  the  exoeption  of 
that  which  embraces  what  is  familiarly  called  the 
ayapTorsUe  amendment,  and  decided  also  by  yeas 
and  nays,  in  the  affitmatire — for  disagreang  103, 
agaiost  it  66,  as  follows : 

YaiB — Hesara.  Adsma,  Allen  bT  Mauachuietta,  AJ- 
a  of  New  York,  A ndeiaon,  Baldwin,  Beecber,  Bloom- 
ild,  Bodan,  Brown,  Uraih,  Bufliim,  Butler  of  New 
Hampahire,  Campbell,  Caee,  Clagclt,  Clark,  Crafta, 
Cuibman,  Darlington,  Denniaon,  Dewitt,  DIckeraoD, 
Dowae,  Eddy,  Edwutda  of  Conneeticut,  Edwarda  of 
Pennaylvania,  Fay,  Folger,  Ford,  Porreat,  Poller, 
Fulleiton,  Gron  of  New  York,  Graaa  of  PennayWania, 
Gnyon,  Uackley,  Hair  o{  New  York,  Hazard,  Hemp- 
hill, Hendricka,  Herrick,  Hibahmin.  Hill,  Hblmea, 
BoaleMer,  Kendall,  Kinaey,  Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Lincoln, 
Linn,  Livermoie,  Lyman,  Koday,  McLane  of  Dela- 
ware. McLean  of  Kentucky,  MaUary.Miiohelid,  Maaon, 
Mewb,  Ueiga,  R.  Moore,  B.  Moore,  Montdl.  Morton, 
Moaaley,  Murray,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Parker  of  Mao- 
aachQaetls,  Patlereon.Phelpi,  PfailM>u,  Pilcber,  Phtmer, 
Rich,  Richarda,  Richmond,  Rogen,  Roaa,  Ruat,Bamp- 
aOQ,  Sergeant,  Silabee,  Sloan,  Southard,  Slaveoa, 
Btotta,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Strung  of  New 
York.  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tomlinion,  Tompkins,  Tiacy, 
Trimble,  Utibam,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wendorer, 
Whitman,  and  Wood. 

Naii— Meaara.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  af  Ten- 
nessee, Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Ball, 
Barbonr,  Bayly,  Brevard,  Bryan,  Barton,  Burwell, 
Butlrr  of  Louisiana,  Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crowell, 
Cnlbretb,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  DsTidaon,  Earle,  Ed- 
warda of  North  Cardina,  Brria,  Fiaher,  Floyd,  Gai- 
nett.  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  Hooks,  Johu- 
aoo,  Jonea  of  Tennesase,  Kent,  Little.  Lowndea,  Mc- 
Coy, HcCreaiy,  Maieer,  Meteai£  Neale,  Newton, 
Overatiaet,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Piacknay,  Quarlea, 
Ranklnt  Reed,  Rliea,  Ringgold,  Hobertaon,  SatUa, 
Sirnkjaa,  Slocumb,  Smith  of  N«w  Jersey,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  B.  Smith  ofVirginia,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia, 
Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Btrother,  Swearingen,  Tei- 
rell.  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  Sooth  Carolina, 
Tyler,  Walkei.of  North  Carolina,  Waifield,  WiUiama 
of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

The  question  waa  then  taken,  Will  the  House 
disagree  to  the  said  ninth  section,  fbeing  the  laat 
of  the  said  amendmraits,)  cootainea  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 

Sac.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  all  tbtt 
territory  ceded  by  Prance  to  the  United  Stales,  nnder 
the  name  of  Loulaiana,  which  liea  north  of  Ifairly-aix 
degreea  and  thirty  minutea  north  latitude,  excepting 
only  audi  part  thareof  aa  ia  included  within  Ike  limits 
of  the  Btau  CDntemplaled  by  thia  act,  aiaTery  and 
invohuilaij  aeriiiode,  oiherwiae  thaa  in  the  pgni^ 
mentofcrimea,  whereof  (he  party  shall  bt*e  been  duly 
coDTided,  ahall  be,  and  ia  hereby,  forerer  prohibited: 
Prmided,  ahoayt.  That  any  peraon  escaping  inta  (he 
aaiBe,  from  whom  labor  or<teTvioa  ia  lawfnlly  elainrnd, 
in  aey  Slate  or  Territory  of  tha  United  Sutea,  aoA 
fugitive  ma;  ba  Uwfotly  redatmed,  aBd  conteyed  lo 
the  pecaoD  claiming  hie  or  bar  labor  or  aarviea*  a* 
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And  also  dcttnninni  in  ibc  affiraaaitive— f  eas 
159,  DBjrs  18,  ai  follows: 

Till — Meurt.  Abbot,  Adacai,  Alexindnr,  Allan  at 
MuuGlmiBUi,  Allan  of  New  York,  AUin  of  Tannto- 
MOi  Aiideraon,  Archer  of  MirjIaDil,  Archer  of  Vir- 
finik,  Biksr,  Qill,  BBibonr,  Bitemkn,  Baachar,  Badan, 
BreTBrd,  Browoi  Braab,  Brjan,  Boflam,  Bnrtan,  Bar- 
waU,  fiatler  of  Naw  Huapalara,  Batlar  of  LoniaiBiiB, 
Cutpball,  CaniMQ,  Cue,  Olifalt,  Cobb,  Caok.  Craw- 
fad,  CMwell,  CoHmth,  CiwhinaQ,  Calhbart,  Daiiing- 
ton,  DsTUasn,  Dmuhbod.  Se  WitkDickiDaoa,  Dow*», 
EuU.  E<Mj,  Bdwwda  of  Connfclicul,  Bdwudt  of 
Faonajlianii,  EdwudaofNoith  Carolina,  Znia,  Fay, 
Fiahar,  Fli);il,  Folgar,  Foot,  Ford,  Forreil,  Fuller, 
FoUertan,  G  vnett,  Groia  of  Naw  York,  Gicu  of  Penu- 
BjlTBnii,  GujoQ,  Huklej,  Ball  of  New  York,  HaU 
of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  HiMrd,  Hemphill,  Heo- 
drkka,  Henick,  Hilahman,  Hill,  HolmcB,  Hooka,  Hoa- 
teller,  Jobnaon,  Jane*  of  Virginia,  Jonea  of  Teuneuee, 
Keadall,  Kent,  Kinsle;,  Lincoln,  Linn,  Livarmore, 
Lowndca,  Ljman,  Midi;,  HcCot,  McCran^,  Mc- 
Lane  of  Delaware.  McLran  of  Kcnlucky,  Mallary, 
Harehand,  Maaon,  Meiga,  Meleatf,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moon, 
Monell,  Morton,  Uoaale;,  Murray,  Neala,  Nakon  of 
MaaBachaaelt>,NalMDof  Virginia,  Nawlon.Onratteat, 
Parker  of  Maaaaehuaetla,  Parkei  of  Virginia,  PaUor- 
■on,  Phalpa,  PhilaoA,  PUckney,  Pilchar,  Plnmai,  Ran- 
kin, BMd,  Bltca,  Rich,  Ritharda,  Riohmond,  RobettMHi, 
Bogara,  Boa*,  Knaa,  Samrven,  SargeaQt,  6«Ule,  tJita- 
Im«,  Simkina,  SlDconb,  B.  fiaitli  of  Virginia,  Smith 
of  NotUi  Carolina,  A.  Smjlti  of  VirgiBia,  aoulbard, 
SlaTaoa,  Stona,  Siraat,  Strong  of  Varment,  Strong  of 
New  York,  Strolhei,  Ssreariugan,  TbtIdf,  ToweU, 
Tomlinaon.Tompkina,  Trie;,  Trimble,  Tucket  at  Vif- 
mnia,  Tnokor  of  South  Carolina,  Tjlac,  Upbam,  Van 
RsniaelaBt,  Walker ofNorth  Carolina,  Wallace,  War- 
field,  WendoTer,  Whitjnw,  Williama  of  Virginia, 
VnUiama  of  Ifnnh  Carolina,  and  Wood. 

Nais-— Meaara.  Baldwin,  Ba^y,  Bloom  field,  Cocke, 
Crafli,  Culpeper,  EjD&ay,  Latbrop,  Little,  Meech, 
Mercer,  Quarlea,  Ringgold,  Shaw,  Sloan,  Smilh  of 
New  Jeri«j,  Smith  of  Maryland,  and  Tarr. 

Thus  the  Hou«e  receded  all  ibe  aiaendmeaU  of 
the  Senate  to  tlu  Mauw  Inll. 

THE  MISSOURI  BILL, 

The  Honae  than  a^atn  KsoWed.  ilarif  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  thia  bill.  The  pro- 
posed reeOietion  being  still  under  conoidsation, 

Hr.  EnwARs*,  of  Connecticut,  reBuimd  the  ar- 
gument which  be  eomuunced  on  Monde;  in  faror 
of  the  lestnction,  and  apoke  about  fanlf  an  hour  in 
oouUnnaiioa.  His  speech  is  given  entire  in  pre- 
ceding peges. 

Mr.  Jonas,  of  TeuKwee,  aaid  ihnt,  afiei  the 
eonaiunptlon  of  so  much  time,  and  the  exeecise  of 
*o  giesi  taJenta  upon  thUsabjeiH,  be  ipoidd  reliere 
the  committee  by  elating  thnt  he.  did  not  rite  to 
mnken speech,  but  mejSy  to  give  an  opinion; 
thiit  it  wu  not  with  a  rain  deaice  of  mingliiy  in 
dehnte^  nor  ev«n  with  the  plansing  hope  oToect- 
iogwaTielkiA,  that  he  rentnied  to  ^tpranch  tliis 
momenlDue  M^vect.  Bnl,  sir,  wf  dcaiie  if  (for 
wibnt  iMooH  I  will  leave  to  the.  Comnultee  to 
judge)  to  state  the  ground  upon  which  I  am  wil- 
ling to  meet  these  pamphUteen  j  thoee  very  eient 
Ben  who  diract  the  movements  of  town  meetingB, 


(of  which,  thank  Hearen,  there  has  yet  been  none 
in  the  Bute  which  I  here,  in  part,  the  honor  to 
repreMDt ;  the  people  there  seem  disposed  first  to 
hw  what  CoDgreas  has  to  say  upon  the  subject ;) 
and,  sir,  ta  far  as  in  me  lies,  to  answer  the  more 
respect^  afgamcnts  of  members  of  this  Commit- 
tee. I  said,  sir,  thst  this  question  was  a  momen- 
tous one ;  and,  indeed,  if  upon,  any  ^oesium  in- 
volrinff  in  it  any  degree  of  national  minortance, 
one  half  the  RepreeeolaliTes  of  the  peoiile  shonld 
differ  in  opinion  with  the  other,  it  conld  oe  viewed 
as  DO  other  than  a  qnestion  of  that  description. 
But,  sir,  when,  on  a  question  acknowtedged  by  the 
gentlemat  themselves  to  be  a  mere  question  of 
expediency,  one  geographical  half  of  the  Union 
is  arrayed  against  the  olho-;  and.  when  we  see  a 
disposition. manifested  toj>roceed  at  all  hazards; 
when  a  determination  is  avowed  to  sever  the 
peuple  of  Missouri;  to  drive  a  line  through  the 
centre  of  her  population,  and  to  say  to  those  on 
the  right,  you  shall  enjoy  your,  propertv,  and  to 
those  on  the  let),  you  shall  not ;  and  to  both,  that 
neither  of  you  sh«tl  come  into  the  Union;  noman 
vrfio  regards  the  interest  of  his  counttv  can  view 
this  as  any  other  than  a  question  of  the  last  im- 
portance. Freedom  end  slavery,  we  are  (old,  are 
the  pnrties  now  before  us,  and  we  ere  remindn  of 
the  bleaaings  aflibectv,  of  the  voice  of  humanity 
and  relifcion,  and  of  the  miseries  of  slavery;  ana, 
indeed,  it  would  seem,  by  the  use,  or  mther  abuse, 
of  those  hroftd  and  com^cehensive  tnctne,  that  by 
sbme  rcToliUion  in  human  afbin,  or  rather  wf 
some  beneficent  dispensation  of  Divine  FrovidencBj 
an  Opportunity  luii  been  afflorded  to  dii»  nation  to 
tnake  all  men  equal,  or  at  lenet  to  make  all  men 
Would  to  Heaven  this  were  the  iact.  For, 
sir,  without  hesitation  I  declare,  that,  if  any  gen- 
tlemau  shall  pnmeee  a  ConatilutimiBl  and  precti- 
onUe  scheme  oi  general  eowDcipatian,  he  shall 
not  bn  without  n  second.  I  would'  break  every 
ftucr  whieh  binds  those  ipfr ■titan  tr  b^ngs  to  ab- 
solute obedience ;  I  would  looae  every  chain,  save 
'"^  !  which  bind  manto  his  fellow  man;  but  sir, 
once  aa,j,  I  have  not  the  power.  The  Con- 
ebtution  which  I  hold  in  my,  ^land  is  about  my 
own  age;  but,  sir,  which  of  us  shall  die  firU,  I 
think  very  proUtaiaticaL  So  soon  m  my  mmd 
was  sufficicatly  enaoiled  to  read,  and  in  some 
degree  to  imdantand,  tbb  inotrament,!  found  tbM 
at  the  sama  tua%  nay,  almost  in  the  eanwaenieDoe, 
that  it  racogniaedmeasa  freeman,  as.aBon<j' the 
Confedemejr,  it  reeognJMd  the  exiateBoe  of  slavery. 
Thiaaame  insmBnent  haa  phnej b»  on.thie  floor 

inature^  in-  my  present  character,  of  its  own 

formation.     This  instrument  I  have  sworn  to  snp- 

■n,  and  to  it  I  will  look  for  authority  to  act.     . 

And,  air,  permit  me  to  observe  to  eaitlfmen 
who  talk  about  the  law  of  Qod  and  the  law  of 
Nature,  ihnt  their  speechee  would  much  belter  suit 
a  eoavoMton  about  to  form  a  Constitution  than 
the^  do  a  Congress  convened  imder  a  Constitution 
which  they  hue  ewmn  to  a^Mrt  To  say  dtal 
■laHry  ia  an  evil,  that  it  is.  contrary  to  the  laws 
>f  nature  and  of  natnre's  Qod,  doe*  not  prove  that 
he  Constitution  ha*  not  recognised  its  existence ; 
neither  (tece  it  prove  that  the  power  to  lemedy  the 
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eril  hati,  bjr  the  Statci,  been  surrendered  to  (be 
Geoeral  GJoTetomentj  believing  .  themsetves  (as 
they  must  have  done)  loeompetent  to  the  nmnaga- 
AeBt  of  their  slaTes,  gi  to  their  emancipation. 
When  gentlemen  talk  of  the  eieroisc  of  power. 
treBskUiem  to  show  as  the  grant;  for  we  well 
remember  that  "  the  powers  not  delegated  to  the 
United  Slates  by  the  Constitntion,  nor  prohibited 
by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  re- 

ritively,  or  to  the  people."  We  call  upon  tnem 
their  charter,  and  it  is  a  moat  unfortunate  cir- 
cnnutanoe  that,  in  attempting  to  comply  with  our 
request,  gentlemen  cannot  agree  among  themselves 
as  to  the  source  of  this  pow^.  Some  sentlemen 
have  been  so  sagacious  as  to  ascertain  that  it  is  to 
be 'found  in  the  preamble  to  the  Constitution, 
wlHch  declares  the  object  of  iti  formation  to  be, 
in  part.  "  to  provide  for  the  common  defence  and 

Keral  welfare."  Sir,  I  did  hope  that  not  more 
a  one  gentleman  would  have  resorted  to  this  as 
a  source  of  power;  and  I  will  only  say  to  those 
gentlemen,  that  their  arguments  speak  but  little  in 
iavor  of  tbe  good  sense  of  the  framers  of  the  Con- 
stitution. If  in  the  preamble  a  power  be  granted 
to  do  whatever,  in  the  estimation  of  humanity,  of 
religion,  of  conscience,  may  be  calculated  to  pro- 
mote  the  general  welfare,  the  preamble  itself  would 
have  been  a  sufficient  Constitution  ;  it  gives  (hem 
tmbouuded  powers,  and  there  the  framers  of  the 
CoiiBtituiion  ought  then  to  have  stopped. 

Sir,  although  this  argument  is  not  worthy  of  re- 
futation, it  proves,  incontestahly,  to  what  alarming 
lengths  we  may  be  carried  by  misguided  zeal  in 
the  cause  of  nuuianitr,  of  religion,  of  our  con- 
science,  as  we  are  tausht  to  believe  by  those  whose 
interest  it  may  be  to  drive  us  forward  in  such  un- 
warrantaUe  measures.  Several  other  sources  of 
the  power  about  to  be  exercised,  were  discovered 
at  the  commencement  of  this  derate ;  all  of  which, 
I  belicre,  have  been  abandoned,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  two,  the  first  of  which,  Ihey  tell  usj  is  to  be 
found  in  the  3d  section  Of  the  4th  article-  of  the 
Constitution.  The  particular  clause  to  which  we 
are  referred  is  in   these  words:    "The  Congress 

<  shall  hare  power  lodisposeof,  and  make  all  need- 

<  ful  rules  and  regulations  respecting,  the  territ<Hy 
'  or  other  properly  belonging  to  the  Uoiied  Stales." 
Let  'US  for  a  moment  inquire  by  what  this  terri- 
tory has  been  acquired  7  The  at^wer  is  easy ;  it 
was  acquired  by  the  joint  funds  of  all.  lAnd  for 
whose  benefit}  Foi  the  common  benefit  of  all. 
When  tbe  territory  thus  acq^uired  is  ready  to  be 
populated,  and  emigration  is  mvtied,  how  may  we, 
who  have  purchased'it  with  the  common  fund,  for 
the  common  benefit,  remove  there?  The  answer, 
to  a  plain  unlettered  man,  of  common  sense  ana 
common  honesty,  would  seem  to  be,  that  we  may 
go  there,  taking  with  us  whaterer,  by  the  Consti- 
tntioD,  is  recognised  as  being  ours.  It  is  here  un- 
necessary to  attempt  to  prove  a  right  in  our  slaves. 
Qentlemen  admit  it ;  that  is,  so  long  as  we  keep 
them  in  the  old  States.  Qui,  sir,  it  is  stated  in  a 
speech  which  I  have  read,  being  the  substance,  as 
was  stated,  of  tvro  speeches  delivered  in  the  Sed- 


flil  rales  and.  regalati< 


(the 


right  to  determine  what  rules  and  regulations  art 
needful  J  and,  therefore,  I  take  the  conclusion  to  be, 
that  if,  in  out  conscience,  (for  we  must  always  keep 
our  conscience  at  ease  upon  matters  of  Ibis  kind,) 
we  believe  it  to  be  needful,  we  may  set  at  liberty 
erery  slave  we  may  happen  to  find  there.  If,  air, 
the  Constitution  consisted  of  that  part  of  the  sec- 
tion which  has  been  quoted  only,  this  argumenl 
might  be  (and  I  am  disposed  to  think  would  only 
be)  a  specious  one.  It  is  a  species  of  the  same 
kind  of  argument  as  that  to  which  I  have  before 
alluded,  which  was  founded  on  the  preamble  to 
the  Constitution.  It  ought  to  be  remembered  that 
the  same  instrument  by  which  Coogress  have  ac- 

Suired  a  right  to  make  rules  and  regulations  for 
le  Terriiory,  has  guarantied  to  the  master  a  right 
to  bis  slave;  and  if  your  rule  or  regulation  be  in- 
consistent with,  or  is  calculated  even  in  its  effects 
to  deprive  him  of  this  right,  your  rule  or  rceulalion 
is  uncoDstitutionat.  But  we  are  told  of  the  ordi- 
nance of  1787,  which  may  be  called  a  condition 
upon  which  the  United  States  purchased  the  coun- 
try northwest  of  the  Ohio  river,,from  the  State  of 
Virginia.  The  coodition  was,  that  slavery  sbouM 
not  there  be  tolerated.  It  is  not  necessary  here  to 
stop  to  inquire  whether  the  United  States  can  par- 
chase  territory,  and,  if  Ihey  can,  whether  they  can- 
not purchase  it  on  conditions.  1  am  wilTmg  to 
concede  to  gentlemen  the  validity  of  this  celebrated 
ordinance ;  and  what  docs  it  prove  ?  It  proves  that 
the  United  ^tates  purchased  a  tract  of  country 
from  Virginia,  on  condition  that  slaves  should  not 
be  permitted  to  go  there.  Now,  sir,  I  am  ready  to 
ask,  why  was  this  proviso  in  the  contract  7  Why 
was  it  necessary  tor  Virginia,  or  wh^  was  it  ne- 
cessary for  the  United  States,  by  this  ordinance, 
to  preventtfaeir  citizens  from  emigrating  with  their 
slaves  to  that  conntry  ?  Does  it  not  pre-suppose  a 
right  in  every  American  citizen  to  have  removed 
there  'with  their  slaves,  had  it  not  been  for  this. or- 
dinance? It  certainly  does.  When  we  come  her^ 
after  to  sneak  of  the  purchase  of  Louisiana,  we 
shall  s^  tne'difference  between  the  two  cases.  I 
shall  oowcallyouratteDtion to  theonly  remaining 
source  which  I  shall  notice,  from  wliich  gentlemen 
dwive  the  power  to  restrict  .Missouri ;  that  is,  they 
say,  to  be  louiKi  in  the  first  clause  of  the  section 
last  mentioned,  "New  States  may  be  admitted  by 
the  CoBgreas  into  this  Union."  And  it  is  conceded 
that  this  claase  is  not  imperative,  but  that. Con- 
gress latlf  exercise  its  discretion  wihether  to  admit 
atall,  or  upon  what  conditions  a  Stale  shall  be 
admitted.  It  will  not  be  denied  that,  when  Con- 
gress is  under  no  obligations  other  than  those  im- 
posed by  the  Constitution,  it  may  admit  or  reject 
a  Slate,  as  in  the  case  of  a  new  Stale  formed  out 
of  an  old  Stale,  where  there  has  been  no  contract, 
either  express  or  implied,  between  Congress  ana 
suclf  new  State,  as  to  its  admission.  But  I  deny 
that  Coagntt  can  impose  this  restriction,  or  any- 
other,  upon  a  State,  as  a  condition  upon  which  it 
shall  be  admitted;  but,  on  the  contrary,  1  think  I 
shall  be  able  to  show  clearly,  that  the  framers  of 
the  Constitution  contemplated  new  States  coming 
into  (his  Union,  with  or  without  this  description 
of  jaopeny,  as  the  case  mi|^t  be ;  and  to  do  tbia, 
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rfr,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  third  el»nse  of 
the  second  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Con- 
ititudon.  Ii  is  in  these  woidi :  "ReprescDtativefi 
'  and  direct  taxes  shall  be  apportioned  among  the 
'  sereral  Stales  which  may  be  included  within  this 
'  Union,  according  to  iMir  respective  nombers, 
'  which  shall  be  determined  by  adding  to  the  whale 
'  Dumber  of  free  persons,  including  those  bound  to 
'  service  for  a  lerm  of  years,  and  excluding  Indians 
'  not  taxed.three-fifthsof  BllotherpersoDs?'  What 
other  persons  1  Slaves,  it  is  admitted.  But,  say 
eentlemen,  this  is  only  applicable  to  the  good  old 
thirteen  States,  and  not  to  liew  Stales  or  Territ^- 
riw.  Well,  sir,  let  us'proceed  with  the  same  clause, 
ami  see  what  farther  is  to  be  done  within  "the 
several  States  which  may  be  included  within  this 
Union."  "The  acCnal  enumeration  shall  be  made 
'  within  three  years  after  the  first  meeting  of  the 
'  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  Vithin  every 
'  sabsequent  leim  of  ten  years,  in  such  manner  as 
'  they  shall  by  law  direct."  The  enumeration, 
withm  every  snbseqnent  terra  often  years,  of  what 
States,  1  demand  to  know?  -  Of  the  good  old  thir- 
teen States?  1  suppose  so;  for^  most  assuredly, 
Mr.  Chairman,  if  the  first  mentioned  part  of  the 
clause  only  relates  to  old  States,  the  latter  part 
cabnot  relate  to  new-ones.  Then,  sir,  by  what, 
authority  do  you  take  the  censns  of  any  State 
which  has  been  admitted  into  this  Union  smce  the 
formation  of  the  Cotutitution  1 

This  is  a  dilemma  in  which  we  shall  always  be 
found,  when  we  attempt  to  exercise  powers  wnich 
have  been  retained  by-  the  people.  Bat,  sir,  if, 
notwithstanding  what  has  been  slated,  it  be  yet 
contended  that  Congress  has  the  power  to  impose 
conditions  upon  MissoDri,  let  us  see  whether,  by 
the  treaty  of  1803^  by  which  Lonisiana  was  ac- 
quired, the  right  to  impose  this  condition  has  not 
been  surrendered.  By  itus  treaty  Lonisiapa  was 
ceded  to  the  United  States  in  full  sovereignty. 
There  was  no  condition  (as  in  the  case  of  the  ces- 
sion of  the  Northwestern  Territory)  that  slavey 
should  not  exist  there ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  by 
the  third  article  of  said  treaty  it  is  declared,  "That 
'  the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory  shall  be  in- 
'  corporated  in  the  Union  of  the  United  Btatet, 
'  and  admitted,  as  soon  as  possiUe,  according  to  the 
'  atinciples  of  the  Federal  Cons (itntion,  to  the  en- 
'  joyment  of  all  the  rich ts,  advantage,  and  immu- 
'  nities,ofcitizensoftiieUDiled  Stales;  and,  in  the 
'  meantime,  they  shall  be  maintained  and  protected 
'  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  liberty,  property, 
'  and  the  religion  which  they  profess." 

Now,  sir,  it  is  a  fact,  which  cannot  be  denied, 
that  there  were  slaves  in  Loaiaiana  at  ths  date  of 
this  treaty,  and  dial  the  property  of  the  master  in 
hiaslaves  bad  not  only  been  recognised  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  France,  but  by  the  Qovemmenis  of 
Spain  and  England,  and- maintained  breach  of 
than.  Slaves,  then,  were  a  ^>eciea  of  property 
existing  in  the  countiy  at  the  time  of  ite  purchase; 
and  can  any  man  Buppoae  that  the  contracting 
parties  were  ignorant  of  this  fact?  They  knew 
that  this  descriptioo  of  property  did  exist  there^ 
Mid  with  this  knowledge  ihey  did  agree  to  main- 
tain the  inhabitants  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their 


soon  as  possible.  And  when  is 
it  possible  to  aditait  a  State  into  this  Union?  It 
certainly  is  possible  to  admit  a  State  withoot  this 
condition  ;  it  was  possible  long  since  to  admit  her ; 
and  we  have  not  done  it,  and  we  still  refuse  to  do 
it,  unless  she  will  agree  to  set  at  liberty  ber  slaves. 
But,  say  gentlemen,  this  condition  which  we  pro- 
pose is  m  the  nature  of  a  compact ;  we  do  not,  Bay 
they,  attempt  to  set  at  libeity  her  slaves,  we  only 
say  to  her  that  this  is  the  condilioil  upon  which 
she  shall  come  into  the  Union.  It -amounts,  then, 
to  this:  we  have  made,  one  contract  with  Mie- 
sotiri,  which  is  found  in  the  third  article  of  tha 
treaty  of  1802;  we  now  tell  her  that  we  do  not 
tike  that  contract  much,  that  we  are  not  exactly 
willing  to  coToply  with  it,  but  that,  if  she  will 
make  another  contract  witfa-ns,  we  will  falfil  our 
first  mentioned  engagAnent.  Sir,  this  is  a  method 
of  fulfilling  contracts  which  cannot  be  understood 
by  the  honest  and  unsophisticated  yeomanry  of 
Missouri,  or  of  any  other  country. 

But,  sir,  sopposewe  yield  to  gentlemen  the  Con- 
stitutional power— the  question  will  then  arise, 
ought  it  now,  under  existing  circumstances,  to  be 
exercised  ?  I  pot  this  question  to  those  who  con- 
tend for  restriction.'  Is  it  possible  for  you  to  efiect 
your  object?  Suppose  you  have  in  this  Mouse  a 
majority  of  votes — what  then  ?  Do  not  the  Jour- 
nals of  the  Senate  show  us  what  there  has  been  th^ 
tate  of  (his  measure  ?  if  you  persevere  in  your 
present  course,  Maine  and  Missouri  mnst  both  sink. 
What  then  Will  yoti  have  efiected?  Will  you 
have  prevented,  as  you  propose  to  do,  the  exten- 
sion of  slavery  ?  No,  Missouri  will  still  be  left 
open  for  the  reception  of  slaves.  She  will  con- 
tinue rapidly  to  increase  every  description '  of  ha 
population.  And  do  gentlemen  suppose  that  she 
IS  to  be  kept  in  a  state  of  vassalage  forever,  because 
she  will  not  submit  to  the  imperial  dictates  of  their 
consciences  ?  Sir,  we  have  been  asked,  during 
this  debate,  what  will  Missouri  do,  if  WC  refuse  to 
admit  her ;  will  she  resLit  the  Qovernment  ?  Sir, 
gentlemen  ought  to  remember,  that,  atthoueh  Mis- 
souri be  an  infant,  she  reposes  upon  the  laps  of 
eleven  mothers.  And,  let  me  tell  you,  sir,  that,  if 
ever  Missouri  subscribes  to  this  humiliating  condi- 
tion, her  name  will  be  written  in   characters  of 

Sir,  I  hope  Missouri,  let  her  fate  be  what  it  may, 
will  continue  to  act  (as  she  has  heretofore  done) 
with  moderation.  I  know,  sir,  that  she  will  qot, 
driven  by  anger  or  despair,  appeol  to  the  last  re- 
sort of  men  or  nations.  She  will  Hot,  she  cannot 
war  with  you.  But,  sir,  push  these  loeasures; 
convince  her  that  upon  this  condition  alone  can 
she  be  received,  and,  with  all  the  calmness,  but 
with  all  the  majesty,  of  insulted  justice,  she  may 
tell  you  that  she  will  govern  herself.  Sir,  the  daV 
will  come  when  the  people  of  this  country  will 
coolly  and  fairly  investigate  this  question.  Then, 
sir,  will  be  demanded  pi  their  representatives,  why 
for  naught  they  hare  sacrificed  Maine  and  Mis- 
souri both.  Then,  sir,  will  pn  be  required  to  lay 
your  fingei'-on  that  part  of  the  charter  of  the  lib- 
erties of  the  peoide  firant  which  yon  derive  this 
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power  Then,  sir,  stmll  ve  be  asked,  if  we  can- 
luit  be  bound  bv  a  solemn  treaty,  by  what  we  can 
be  bound  t  Tnen,  sir,  shall  we  be  reminded  that 
ail  pov^ers,  not  delegated  to  the  United  Slates  by 
the  GonslUuiion,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States, 
are  rescrred  to  the  States,  respectively,  or  to  the 
people. 


r,  February  24. 

The  SfEASEK  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  enclosiog  a  report  of 
the  Third  Auditor  of  the  Tr^iVy,  and  of  the  Com- 
missary General  of  Subtistence,  in  relation  to  "  the 
'  expense  of  furnjahing  the  Array  with  rations  for 
'  one  year,  ending  on  the  14lh  of  April,  181S,  ex~ 
'  hibiling  the  average  cost  per  ration,  and  also  the 
'  average  cost  per  ration  for  one  year,  under  the 
'  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  14th  of  April,  1818, 
'  entitled  'An  act  to  r^ulate  the  staff  of  the 
'  Ariny^'  rendered  in  obedi«ice  to  the  resolution 
of  this  House  of  the  17th  day  of  December  last ; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUe. 

The  Spcakes  also  laid  before  the  House  a  re- 
pott  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  io 
obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentotiTes  of  the  1st  of  March,  1819,  "  directins 
him  to  transioit-to  Congress,  at  an  early  period 
in  the  next  session,  a  g«iierBl  statement  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  Bank  o?  the  United  Stales  and  its 
offices,  similar  to  the  return  made  to  him  by  the 
baoki  and  a  statement  exhibiting,  as  aeaTly  as 
may  be  practicable,  the  amount  of  capital  invested 
in  the  differen.!  chartered  banks  in  the  several 
Stales,  and  the  District  of  Columbia ;  the  amount 
of  notes  issued  by  those  banks,  and  in  circulation; 
the  puhlic  and  private  deposiles  in  them ;  the 
amount  of  loans  and  discounts  made  by  them,and 
temaining  unpaid ;  and  the  totolquantity  of  specie 
theypossessj  and alsoIoreporlEaich measures  as, in 
his  opinion,  may  be  expedient  (o  procure  and  retain 
a  sufficient  quaniiiy  of  gold  ana  silver  coin  in  the 
United  States,  or  to  supply  a  circulaung  medium 
in  the  place  of  specie,  adapted  to  theexigenciasof 
Che  country,  aod  withio  the  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment;" which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  LowHDU,  from  the  Gomnuttee  on  Foreign 
Relatione,  reported  a  bill  designating  the  ports 
within  which,  only,  foreign  armed  vessels  shall  be 
permitted  to  enter;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
cotoinilted  to  a  CoDBioittea,  of  the  Whole  tonmoi- 

Mr.  Stohbs,  fiom  the  comniittee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition,  of  the  Muhheconnuck,  or 
Siockbridge  nation  of  Indians,  made  a  reftorl 
thereon,  acconqtanied  by  a  bill,  confirming  the  title 
uf  the  Mohiccan,  or  Stockbridge  nation  of  Indiaos, 
to  certain  lands ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  coiO' 
mitted  to  the  Committee  of  ike  Whole  tp  which 
is  committed  the  bill  for.the  estaUishment  of  ad- 
ditional land  offices  in  the  State  of  Illinois. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Cbawfokd,  it  was 
Raohmd,  TfaatanactofdMLagisktiirBaf  the  SUla 


Mis,"  be  rsbired  to  lb*  Uominittui  on  Oommcrce,  and 
thsl  HiJ  cojnmiifee  b«  initrocted  to  ioquiiii  into  ths 
eipedicDcj  of  giving  the  content  of  Coogrew  to  the 
operatioii  of  lui]  act. 

appointed  to  inquire  into  the  circumstances  undei 
which  powder  and  lead  have  been  loaned  by  the 
War  Department,  pr  by  any  officers  of  the  United 
Slates  Army,  to  certain  individuals,  and  into  the 
causes  and  extent  of  delinquencies  in  the  Pavmas- 
ler's  and  Quartermaster's  departments,  and  that 
they  be  authorized  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise: 
and  Messrs.  Stbotbeb,  Tracy,  Hoi,Hfis,  Joncs,  of 
Tennessee,  and  Robbrtson,  were  appointed  the 
said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tracy,  the  Secretary  of  the 
War  Department  was  directed  to  commuaicatetf 
this  House  conies  of  any  agreements  which  may 
have  been  made  with  the  firm  of  StuU  and  Wil- 
liams, or  their  surety  or  sureties,  relative  to  the 
loan  to  the  said  6tull  and  Williams,  of  powder, 
by  the  War  Department,  ot  the  repayment  there- 
of; and  also  to  inform  this  .House  whether  any 
moneys,  and  vhal  siuns,  have  been  advaikced  to 
the  said  Sloli  and  Williams,  or  to  theii  sur^y  or 
sureties,  on  any  contract  or  contracts  made  with 
th^u,  or  either  of  them,  relative  thereto ;  and  also 
to  state  the  funds  from  which  said  advances  have 
been  made. 

CONTINOENT  EXPENSES  OF  THE  HOO5E. 
Mr.  Ransoij'b  rose  to  make  a  motiim,  which, 
he  said,  be  should  very  much  prefer  to  hav;  mada 
by  any  other  member  than  hims^,  but  which  he 
felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  tving  forward;  and  he 
trusted  that,  whatever  oihera  might  think,  <»  lum- 
ever  others. might  act,  he  should  oever  feel  a  dia- 

n'tion  to  shrmk  from  the  discharge  of  his  dWy- 
ras  impossible,  Mr.  R-  coatinuen,  for  anv  man 
to  see  what  was  going  on  here— abose  heaped  upos 
abuse,  like  Pelion  upon  Ossa,  until  it  was  impoa- 
sible  to  tell  where  it  would  end — it  thie«leited  to 
reach  the  dues,  This  Hoiwe,  hesaid,  was  emphat- 
ically intrusted  with  the  purse-strings  of  the  m- 
itoQ.  He  hoped  it  would  not  pcove  to  be  the  c»e 
that  the  people  had,  according  to  a  well  known 
maxim  01  law,  innted  the  lamb  to  the  custody  of 
the  wolf.  He  had  said  that  this  Houaewaa  in- 
trusted with  the  putse-striogs  of  the  nation ;  and 
it  behooved  it,  a«  the  grand  inquest  of  the  nation, 
also,  to  inquire  into  abuses  of  every  desciiptien, 
but  first,  to  pluck  the  beam  from  its  own  eye,  be- 
fore it  attempted  to  take  out  the  mote  from  its 
brother's  eye.  It  had  been  his  iniifoitun&  Mi.  R. 
said,  especially  since  the  agitation  of.  thisMisaouri 
question,  not  to  be  "  aUe  to  ileep  o'oights,"  and  he 
consequently  often  rose  befose  daybreak.  Thwa 
early  risings  had  been  the  meanfrofputtiDghimaB, 
the  so«it-Hie  was  not  sure  of  the  tniogarae — but  ttf 
sometbioK  like  peculation  or  abuses,  in  a  very  small 
w^,  in  the  oontinnM  apenses  of  this  House.  It 
behooves  us,  said  Mr.  R.,  as  the  guar^ans  of  this 
Hnpsrian  in  iirtpena,  if  we  are-arraigned  at  the  pub- 
lic bar — much  more  if  we  arraigo  others — ^t  w« 
^^war  with  clean  hands — that  there  be  no  blot  m 
stain  upon  them.    In  the  ooiuae  of  my  ItHubrsr 
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ticmt,  I  hare  someiiniea  ttarted  «  qoestion  whieb, 
altluMi^h  we  may  mppToximate  to  the  truth,  is  a« 
impossible  to  be  ascerituDed  as  the  qoadratoreof 
the  circle,  and  will,  tto  doabt,  be  discoveml  wiili 
ibe  solatioD  of  that  opprobrium  of  geometry,  with 
die  philoiopbet's  stone,  the  perpetual  motion,  or 
the  granit  arcsnum — the  tliair  vittt  ittriC— when 
men  shall  qnaff  immortality  and  joy — or  ratbcs 
misery — for  death,  sir,  with  all  his  terrors,  is  our 
beat  friend,  if  we  know  bow  lo  use  life,  and  comej 
to  deliTei  us  from  the  vejaiion  and  strife  of  this 
tramperv  world.  I  have,  continaed  Mr.  R.,  en- 
dcaToroa  to  atcertain  the  pay  of  a  membei  of  Con- 
gma ;  but,  with  all  the  mean»  I  bare  used,  it  has 
eloded  my  search,  and  will  condone  so  to  do,  1 
ixn  no  doabt,  to  the  end.  Those  who  write  ctr- 
enlar  letten,  imd  keep  up  a  rolnminons  ooirespon- 
dcnee,  and  those  wtu>  receive  more  leiten  tttau 
others  BeeeiTo,  through  the  privilege  of  franking 
and  stationery,  a  greater  compeosBtioa  than  olhen. 
He  would  mention  one  fact  to  show  how  it  is  the 
BBture  of  abuse  lo  grow  im  what  it  feeds  on — and 
it  may  be  omisons ;  it  may  "  cut  love" — they  had 
made  him,  for  the  first  time  in  twraly  years,  « 
present,  at  this  sosion,  of  a  knife ;  and  be  ueliercd 
he  should  cNry  it  home  as  a  ipMa  (gmMo,  and 
hmnd-it  down  as  a  trophy-  of  his  paUic  service  of 
some  twenty  years,  nearly  tbnrteen  of  which — 
JDsi  do»Ue  the  time,  Mr.  R.  Hid,  that  Jacob  bad 
■erred  for  Rachel— had  been-  spent  in  oppoatiqn 
to  -^at  is  called  Ooremment— 4br  b«  eomroenned 
his  political  apprentleeship  in  the  ranks  of  nppo- 
sitioD ;  and,  could  be  add  fourteen  more  to  them, 
he  supiposed  pome  political  Lab*n  would  double 
his  servitude,  and  condemn  bim  to  toil  in  the  bar- 
ren field  of  opposition ;  for  he  despaired  of  seeiu 
any  man  elect^  Pmidoit  whose  eondnct  he  should 
entirely  approve— 'he  should  never  be  in  favor  at 
Coiul,  as  he  had,  somehow,  as  great  an  alacritrat 
getting  into  a  minority  19  honest  Jack  Palstaff  had 
at  sinking.  It  was,  perhaps,  the  place  he  was  best 
fitted  for,  Mr.  R.,  said,  as  he  bad  not  strength 
to  cncoanier  the  details  and  drudgery  of  businew ; 
hatat  had  rendered  it  ^miliar  to  him :  mad,  after 
all,  it  wu  not  withont  its  sweets  as  well  as  its  bit- 
ten, since  it  involved  the  glorious  privilege  of  ind- 
itug  bult— one  rery  dear  to  the  depraved  condition 
of^poer  human  natnrei 

But  in  rclatiun  lo  the  contingent  fund  of  this 
House,  said  Mr.  R.,  when  he  had  the  botiw  of  be- 
longing to  the  CcHnmittee  nf  Ways  and  Means, 
they  were  so  inpenaatly  pestered  with  accounts 
for  candles,  and  wood,  and  mdassea,  and  water, 
and  whst  not,  that  at  last,  at  his  loggestiim,  a 
committee  was  nised  expressly  to  audit  and  set- 
tle the  aocounta  of  the  cinitingcnt  expenses  of  this 
House.  Petite  were  constantly  coming  to  diat 
eonmittee  and  complaining  that  they  could  not 
get  paid,  although  ttie  clerk  showed  their  receipts 
m  full.  They  were  asked  how  wu  tbisf  And 
were  ansvrered  by  ibeK  men,  that  they  were  oUig- 
ed  to  give  ^eceipta  in  full  to  the  clerk,  before  they 
could  get  ibeir  contracts,  and  then  he  would  not 
pay  them,  it  being  a  persoiui  engagement  of  his 
~own.  They  were  told  by  the  committee  that  it  was 
an  aiair  between  themselves  and  the  'dark— that 
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they  had  bought  the  contracti  by  letting  the  cleik 
have  the' use  of  their  money,  and  that  if  thed 
sweet  turned  out  sour,  they  must  make  the  best  of  a 
bargain' creditable  to  neither  party,  and  made  at 
our  as  well  as  theic  expense.  Whether  or  not 
they  ever  got  paid,  Mr.  R.  did  not  know.  He 
knew  that  that  clerk  was  a  public  defaulter,  and 
he  was  not  sure  the  balance  aue  by  him  had  been 
paid.  Mr.  R.  cast  no  impntaiion  on  the  present 
elerk.  Theabuse  lo-which  he  referred,  was  not 
under  his  control.  Mr.  R.  ih«  read  the  resola- 
lion,  as  follows : 

Ruolvtd,  That  tha  Ctrrk  do  prepva  snd  Ixj  belbre 
this  House,  ■  stalemBnt  of  the  idbusI  amaiiat  of  the 
eontinfant  ezpensei  thereof,  ftttm  ths  oonmenosnient 
of  the  (MMBDt  GovemnHnt,  to  the  SOib  of  "Novembar 
last;  dntiagnuhinf  the  etpensa  of  datioaM;,  print- 
iuf,  ftnl.  Hghtt,  fwDitare,  atwndents,  and  Ihair  asais- 
tanU;  with  a  statcaient  of  the  aaiooiit  and  natare  of 
Ifas  perquiaitef  of  each. 

Mr.  R.  wished  the  accounts  of  the  pteient  ks- 
aimi  kept  separate,  far  they  wotdd,  he  tbot^ht,  eon- 
■timte  a  coriosity,  a  volume  in  tbemeelvea.  This, 
it  would  be  observed,  was  not  a  joint  retolutioB. 
He  deemed  too  rerowly  of  die  honor  of  the  other 
body,  and  knew  too  wdf  what  was  due  to  comity 
uid  eonnesy  between  the  tWo  Homes,  to  meddle 
'with  their  a&irs.  Let  them  manage  dieir  a&in 
in  their  own  way.  said  Mr.  R.:  it  is  a  maxim  vsy 
dear  to  me  on  otner  subjects,  [meaning  the  Mis- 
souri'question,  it  was  und«TBtood]  a' ~*"  "•'•" 
The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a 
Ae  Whole,  on  the  Misaoari  bill- 
Mr.  FuLLin,  of  Massachusetts,  spoke  as  followa: 
Mr.  Chairman,  since  the  estaibushnKnt  of  our 
Conatitution,  a  more  interesting  subject  than  the 
qaestion  now  l)efore  the  Committee  has  never  beat 
debated  in  the  LegislMure  of  the  nation.  The  inter- 
ests and  cfaaracler  of  oar  cOunoy  may  be  inrtdvad 
in  the  issue  "vriwther  a  new  State,  beyoad  the  orig- 
iixl  limits  of  the  United  Stales  and  their  depm- 
dnt  Terrilonea,  shall  be  admitted  into  theUnimi, 
wiAuBt  pfOTiding  by  her  eai8titation,aiui  as  a  oon- 
diiion  precedent^  that  the  further  Introdnotton  of 
davery  shall  be  forever  prohibited  t"  It  isin  vain, 
■ir,  that  gentlonen  would  confine  the  discussinn  of 
such  a  tjneation  as  this  to  the  hall  of  legislation.  It 
is  vain  to  attempt  to  stifle  the  pidilic  fediitg  and  the 
niddievoioe.  Thefreemnofoareoaatrycimiiew 
be  insensible,  when  the  rights  of  a  nonwroiM  por- 
tion of  their  fellow-cteatnre^  natives  of  the  sanse 
soil,  are  in  controversy  r  tbe^  will  never  be  silent, 
when  the  viettms  of  opprewion  rej^uire  an  advo- 
cate. Instead  of  eensme,  which  flome-gcntlomn 
have  BO  lavishly  bestotred  on  the  pcesa  lor  its  'wide 
difiiuion  of  tbepuUictqrinion,  I  rejotee  that  such 
an  ornn  exists,  vriiich  inures  and  commtmicates, 
with  Ute  rapidity  ef  lightmng,  a  simtdtaneons  sen- 
timent  in  various  and  remote  sectiotis  of  otir  eoib- 
tiy.  Public  opinion,  Mr.  Chainnan,  is  the  real 
■overtiffnty  of  me  people.  Thisis  the  potent  lalis- 
maa  which  must  foErever  hold  in  cluck  tbe  pro- 
ject»<]f  intiiguan,  and  anest  the  enterprisea  of  am- 
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bitioa.  The  uDprmcipled  sycophant,  wfao  would 
willingly  enlist  himself  under  t&c  banaer  of  power 
and  ^tronage,  caonot  forg«t  that  he  is  amenaUe 
h)  tbu  trilHiDal.  He  dares  not  eocoanter  the  co»-' 
tempt  and  odium  of  an  enlightened  public,  and 
Teluclantly  does  his  duly.  Nor  is  it  unimportant 
lo  remark,  ttuit,  without  such  a  seluUuy  inaueuce 
of  the  people,  through  the  primaiy  assemblies,  their 
petiliopa,  and  the  press,  a«  well  as  by  the  frequent 
recurrence  of  the  election  of  their  rulers,  neither 
our  Constiiutioa  Dor  any  free  Qorerament  could 
long  exisL  The  intetli^nl  and  patriotic  states- 
men who  framed  our  great  DBtioniJ  compact  were 
iJllly  sensible  of  this.  The  elective  franchise  is 
the  pivot  on  which  the  instrument  turns,  and  the 
liberty  of  the  press  and  the  right  of  petition  are 
strongly  guarded.  Surely,  then,  the  gentlemen 
who  complain  that  Ae  "  press  groans  with  pam- 
phlets," and-  that  "  towns,  cities,  and'  even  obscure 
villages,  teem  with  politicians,"  who  are  "load- 
ing oui  table  with  memorials,  petitions,  and  re- 
moDstr&nces,"  hare  no  reason  to  consider  legisla- 
tive rights  as  invaded.  It  is  even  to  be  hoped, 
that  those  who  disregard  the  wishes  of  their  eoor- 
■lituents  will  at  least  condescend  lo  listen  to  their 
reasons.  And  let  it  be  remembered  that  many  of 
these  memorials  emanate  from  staieameo  by  no 
means  inferior  to  the  members  of  this  or  any  other 
l«^slative  body. 

But,  sir,  it  is  not  merely  the  American  public 
that  takes  ct^ixance  of,  and  will  pan  judgment 

Zn  our  decision  of  the  present  controversy.  Alt 
'ope,  the  whole  civilized  world, are  spectators  of 
the  scene.  Our  Declaralion  of  Independence,  our 
Revolution,  our  Sute  institutions,  and,  above  all, 
the  great  principles  of  our  Fedetal  Constitution, 
are  arrayed  on  one  side,  and  our  legislative  acts 
and  national  measures,  t^e  pnctical  specification 
''  ~~ir  real  principles  and  character,  on  the  other. 
■  *  1  the 


s  trnth,  that  "  all  n 


If  we  proclaii 
arc  born  fru  and  tqvai"  in  our  constitations,  and, 
while  acting  under  (hem,  for^e  the  chains  of  mil- 
lions of  onr  unoffending  species,  can  we  expect  to 
escape  derision  and  contempt?  Despots  and  their 
miaiixis  may  jnstly  despise,  while  the  wise  and 
good  of  every  nation  must  pity  our  infatuation,  or 
execrate  our  hypocrisy. 

Some  gentlemen  have  affected  to  treat  these 
memorials  as  the  ebullitions  of  passion;  of  nneU' 
lightened  mobs,  wrought  up  to  an^  hostility 
against  the  Soudiera  States.  Nothing  is  more 
tmfounded.  The  materials  of  which  mobs  are 
created  are  not  to  be  found  in  those  parts  of  the 
Union  from  whence  these  memtHials  come.  Kven 
in  times  of  national  distress,  assemblages  of  the 
most  suffering  classes,  thougn  zeaions,  and  some- 
times tumultuous,  are  never  outrageous.  Their 
keenest  resentment  can  seldom  be  hurried,  by  cun- 
ning and  misrepresentation,  into  violation  of  law. 
On  the  present  occasion,  their  proceedings  were 
generally  as  cool  and  dispassionate  as  their  Re^ 
resentatives  can  exhibit  on  this  floor.  The  Legis- 
latures themselves,  in  many  of  the  States,  with  the 
usual  ddiberalbn  of  such  bodies,  paseed  resolo- 
tions  of  similar  iiBport  And,  so  far  from  hostility 
to  the  South  liavmg  any  share  in  those  proceed- 


ings, it  will  be  found  that  sentiments  of  respect  for 
the  Southern  States,  anda  strong  explicit  recocai' 
lion  of  their  Constitutional  rights  to  hold  Ineir 
slaves,  subject  only  to  their  State  regtUations,  are 
fully  and  clearly  avowed. 

'In  determining  on  the  right  of  Congress,  by  the 
ConstitDtion,  to  require  the  restriction  of  slavery 
as  a  condition  on  which  a  new  Slate  shall  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union,  it  may  be  useful  to  consider 
the  general  objects  of  the  union  or  confederation 
of  the  Stales ;  and  the  Constitution,  a«  the  instru- 
ment, by  which  those  objects  were  to  be  effected. 
To  preserve  the  citizens  of  the  United  Slates  in 
all  their  rights  against  foreign  and  domestic  vio- 
lence, was  the  general  object ;  to  all  this  its  pro- 
visions were  intended  to  be  sufaservimt.  The  in- 
terpretation of  any  section  or  clause  must  alwiya  ' 
keep  this  paramount  purpose  in  view.  The  muni- 
cipal concerns  of  the  particulaT  States  were  to  be 
T^;ulaled  by  themselves  so  far  as  should  be  com- 
patible with  the  exercise  of  the  powers  conferred 
on  the  Naiioilal  Oovemment  As  a  general  line 
of  demarcation,  it  may  be  sufficient  to  say,  thai 
the  Qeneral  Ooreinment  have  the  direction  of  ths 
esUraaif  and  the  States  of  the  mCcmaJ 'regulations. 
It  b  obvious,  however,  that  the  faithful  and  effec- 
tual performaoceof  the  high  duties  assigned  to  the 
Federal  Oovemment,  must  often  require  the  exer- 
cise of  important  fonctlons  within  the  limits  of  the 
particular  States;  such  as  laying  and  collecting 
taxes  and  dutie3,l^vytng  armies,  esiaUishing  roads 
and  other  communications  with  the  frontier,  essen- 
tial to  defence  against  invasion.  The  power  to 
admit  new  States,  civen  to  Congress  by  the  third 
section  of  the  fourth  article,  whether  it  related  to 
those  which  might  be  formed  by  dismembefmeot 
of  the  original  States,  or  to  those  lo  be  formed  in 
territories,  could  not  but  include  a  power  and  a 
duly  in  Congress  tonscertain  whether  the  proposed 
State  possessed  the  chatacler  and  interior  qualities, 
which  should  entitle  her  loadioission.  Thepower 
to  ascertain  and  determine  could  not  imply  less 
than  a  power  torefose,in  case  the  requisite  curao- 
ter  and  qualities  were  wanting.  If  this  be  estab- 
lished, though  I  amaware  it  has  been  often  denied, 
but,  as  I  think,  with  little  plausibiliiy,  it  is  nnne- 
cessary  to  explore  (he  other  articles  of  the  Consti- 
tution on  the  present  occasion.  Our  only  inquiry 
then  is,  whether  a  system  of  interior  regulation  in 
the  proposed  State,  dy  which  slaves  are  to  be  ad- 
mitted and  indefinitely  multiplied,  is  of  such  n^ 
objectionable  chancter,  as  to  warrant  a  refusal  by 
Congress  to  admit ;  or  what  is  exactly  equivalent, 
to  announce,  as  an  indispensable  condition  of  being 
admitted,  that  the  new  State  must  provide  by  her 
Constitution  against  the  further  extension  of  die 
offensive  system.  Our  opponents  seem  to  admit 
these  principles  in  part ;  but  to  confine  the  atten- 
tion of  Congress  to  the  population,  and  sofar  only 
to  the  conslilution  of  the  candidate  for  admission, 
as  to  see  that  it  is  republican.  Even  f>om  this 
concession  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  show,  that 
enough  is  admitted  to  authorize  the  restriction  of 
slavery  by  the  Constitution,  as  nothing  is  more 
easily  demtoistnied,  than  that  the  estanlishment 
of  ^very  Is  a  direet  violatioB  of  the  very  fiiat  prin- 
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cii^e  of  republican  goventioeat — j^litical  aquality. 
Some  of  [he  adversaries  of  reetriciioD  lure  said, 
that,  if  Congress  possess  the  right  toinhibit  slavery 
from  the  new  Stales,  why  require  liieli  consent  to 
the  messiuel  We  might,  say  they,  to  eaact  at 
once  the  piohibitioo,  and  our  askiog  then  consent 
is  SB  acknowledgment  that  we  hare  no  right, to  en- 
force it.  While  Ihejr  lemain  tertitories,  1  would 
lepdy,  we  may  prohibit  alayeiy  by  an  asl  of  l^is- 
Uliooj  our  power  being  equtralent,  by  the  third 
section,  fourth  article,  to  that  of  the  State  LegisU- 
tureK  witluD  their  respecEiTe  jumdjction.    This 

ewer,  however,  on  their  becoming  States,  would 
transferred  to  their  own  l^islaiures,  unless  te- 
atrained  bf  a  fundamental  article  of  their  eonstitu- 


cantinuance  of  the  prohibition- 
Individual  States  &re  sot  restricted  by  the  Con- 
stitution from  making  treaties  or  compacts  with 
the  General  Government,  though ,  they  are  so  re- 
stricted OS  to  foreign  uatioas,  <uid.al»o  without  the 
consent  of  Congress  fof  making  snch  compacts 
with  each  other.  The  act  of  Congress  itself  im- 
part* to  the  territory,  which  is  proposed  to  be  made 
a  State,  a  sort  of  corporate  existence,  by  which  it 
is  enabled  to  choose  delegates  for  a  convention,  to 
form  a  constitution,  and  to  perform  all  the  acts  of 
individuality  necessary  to  a  consummation  of  the 
object.  Among  those  acts  is  the  making  of  funda- 
mental coiqpacls,  and  engrafUng  them  upon  its 
Constitution.  An  instance  of  this  soft  is  the  agree- 
meni  of  most  of  the  new  States,  stipulated  in, their 
several  constitutions,  to  exempt  the  lands  of  the 
United  States,  within  their  limits,  from  taxation. 
By  the  same  authority  they  may  stipulate  to  ex- 
clude slavery,  and  any  other  reaspnalue  condition. 
The  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  accord- 
in^y,  stipulated  to  prohibit  slavery,  in  compliance 
with  the  famous  ordinance  of  13tli  Joly,  IT8T,  an 
ordinance  which  alone  will  consecrate  to  posterity 
the  tIfIuous  and  enlightened  aembeis  ot  the  last 
Congress  under  the  old  Confederation.  It  was 
e  venerable  indiriduals  who  composed  that 


In  supposing  the  contrary,  the  gentleman  &om 
South  Carolina.  (Mr.  Pincknby)  must  allow  me 
to  differ  frwo  him.  He  will  find  the  names,  of 
those  patriots  foremost  in  the  aervice  and  confi- 
dence of  their  country  for  many- years  after  the 
period  in  ^ue^tion,  and,  indeed,  dunng  the  remain- 
der of  thar  active  lives.  The  admission  of  a  new 
Slate  into  the  Uuicn  is  no  act  of  l»islation,  but  m 
wmpact  merely.  The  parties  are,  Congress,  in  be- 
half of  the  United  States,  on  the  one  hand,  add  the 
new  State  on  the  other.  The  compact  contains 
the  stipulation  of  the  kiter  to  support  the  burdens, 
and  to  perform  the  duties  of  a  member  of  the 
political  family  ;  and  of  the  former  to  admit  her 
to  share  the  If^islative  power  and  the  common 
protection.  The  Federal  Constitution  itself  was 
merely  a  compact  between  the  thirteen  original 
members  of  the  Union. 

It  has  been  earnestly  contuded,  however,  that, 


when  the  word  State  is  used  in  the  Constitutioo, 
it  has  a  well  defined  meaning,  and  that  a  body 
politic,  possessing  other  powers  Bud  attributes, 
whether  more  or  less,  cannot  be  called  a  State  in 
that  iitslrument;  and  another  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Lownueb.)  baa  endeavored 
to  show,  that,  ii  Comgress  ahould  admit  into  the 
Union  a  body  politic,  possessing  powers  or  attri- 
butes different  from  those  possessea  by  the  original 
States,  it  would  bean  assumption  of  power  not  con- 
ferred by  .the,  Constitution.  The  power  to  admit 
States,  given  by  the  section  above-mentioned, 
nicanE,heaTgue3,to[admit  other  bodies  politic  with 
political  powers  exactly  conunensurate  with  those 
of  the  States  then  existing,  and  consequently,  to 
admit  other  Bnd  different  bodies  politic,  must  be  a 
usurpation.  Hence,  he  proceeded  to  show  that 
such  an  innovation  might  lead  to  the  most  dang^m- 
ous  consequences ;  to  compvomises  and  conditions 
on  the  port  of  the  new  Stales,  which  might  keep 
them  inastmteof  vassalage  and  dependence  on  the 
Qenenl  Qorenuneul,  and  make  them  ready  >b- 
■traments  to  subjugate  and  owress  the  orif^ital 
members  of  the  Coafedetacy.  Such  consequences 
may,  indeed,  excite  alami,  but  they  are  utterly 
chimerical. 

The  aulhtxity  of  the  General  Government  ov«r 
the  Territories,  while  they  remain  such,  is  very  ex- 
tensive; "to  makeall  needful  rules  and  r^pilations 
respecting  th^em,  '.'comprehending  legislative  ajid 
exeGUtivejurisdictiou.  Asthesetenitoriescannever 
demand  admission  into  the  Union  as  of  right,  it  is 
apparent  that  any  approximation  by  them  towards 
the  full  enjoyment  of  the  attributes  and  powers 
of  the  original  States,  must  diminish  the  danger 
of  their  becoming  instruments  of  ambition  or  ty- 
ranny in  the  hands  of  the  General  Governmeat- 
And,  if  CoDgress  have  discretionary  power  to  con- 
tinue them  in  their  territorial  and  dependent  condi- 
tion, or  to  admit  them  as  a  States,withallthe  rights 
and  attributes,  it  would  be  extraordinary  if  this 
full  consujniuation  of  rights  as  States  could  not  be 
attained  t^  degrees,  but  must/of  necessity,  be  the 
effect  of  a  single  act.  And,  unless  it  is  contended 
that  the  expression.  Congress  "  may  admit," .meoiu 
Oongrtas  shall  admit,  by  which  all  discretion  b 
taken  away,  and  the  power  of  admission  a  mere 
mockery,  it  must  be  conceded,  that  the  Territoties 
are  to  remain  such,  until  Congress  shall  considoc 
a  change  of  their  condition  coiuiatent  with  the 
spirit  of  the  original  confederaev,  and  the  well 
being  of  the  existing  States.  The  gradual  ad- 
vancement of  the  Territories  to  the  condition  of  the 
original  States,  is  not  only  [oudent  and  reason- 
able, but  has  been  the  commCin  mode  in  regard  to 
them.  Theyarefitst  investedwith  powers  oflocal 
legislation,  subject  always  to  tile  revision  of  Con- 
gress ;  a  revision  not  unfroquentlr  exercised,  and 
thus  tbey  are  trained  to  a  knowkds;e  of  the  func- 
tions of  independent  members  of  the  national 
family. 

The  last  mentioned  sentleman  has  earnestly  con- 
t^ded  that,  as  the  original  Stales.are  all  politieatlv 
equal,  so  the  new  States  already  admitted,  and  aU 
hereafW  to  be  admitted,  must  necessarily  be  so; 
that  the  inequality  of  the  political  rights  of  any 
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Btnleirith  her  sister  Stales,  mast  disturb tbe  balfloee 
of  the  Conadtutiod,  and  eodaDger  the  existence  of 
the  Union.  To  this  objeclioa,  somrwhai  diSw- 
eotlf  stated,  I  have  already  attempted  lo  reply,  by 
ihowing  that  the  Cons  lit  at  ion  cod  tem  plated  tbe 
^isteneeof  territories,  whose  continnnnee  as  snch 
must  depend  on  the  discretion  of  Coogrees,  in  the 
sound  exercise  of  their  legitimate  powers.  But 
let  us  approach  the  argoment  more  neiuly,  and  see 
how  far  this  political  equality  of  ihe  Slates  b  es- 
wnttal  to  OUT  national  Union ;  how  hi,  in  that 
view,  it  is  established  by  the  Constitution  itself, 
and  has  been  maintained  in  admitting  new  States. 
The  nopals tioD,  wealth,  and  physical  adVan- 
tw«a  of  some  States,  are  very  far  superior  to  those 
orotbers.  The  civil  institutions,  the  system  of 
edacatioiij  snd  the  momi  character  and  habits  of 
industry  m  some  States,  give  them  a  decisive 
superiority  in  those  respects;  all  which  create  an 
actual  and  unavoidable  inequality  amone  tbe  sev- 
eral members  of  the  Union,  which  ikt  theoretical 
principle  of  equal  political  rights  established  by 
the  Constitution,  if  it  were  even  afterniHed,  could 
effectually  counteract.  Thus,  the  Southern  States 
possess  the  great  staples  of  arriealtUre ;  the  Eastern 
and  Middle  are  distinguished  by  their  industry 
and  comtiKrcial  enterprise,  and  by  their  civil -and 
literary  institutions;  while  the  States  in  the  West 

r'sess,  in  diflerent  degreeK,  all  these  advantages. 
the  eretrt  of  internal  dissensions,  and  of  actual 
hostility,  between  the  different  seelions  of  our 
country,  these  physical  and  moral  inequalities, 
and  not  an  imagtuary  or  real  difference  in  tbe 
rights  of  the  several  Slates  under  the  Constitotion, 
would  lead  to  fatal  eoosequences,  and  endanger 
our  existence  as  a  free  nnd  united  people.  In 
tnith",  the  political  equality  of  the  States  is  no 
where  preserved,  since  the  old  confederation  ex- 
pired, but  in  tbe  Senate.  In  the  other  brflneh  of 
the  L^^ture,  the  difference  between  the  largest 
and  amallest  States,  is  more  (ban  twenty  to  one. 
Even  the  jiriuciple  itself,  which  is  the  basis  of 
representation  in  that  branch,  is  clearly  unequal, 
and  was  at  tbe  time  when  the  Constitution  ms 
established,  fai  many  of  the  States,  tbe  btacb 
population  was,  at  that  time,  in  a  condition  of 
davery ;  in  others  slavery  was  not  tolerated ;  now 
slaves  are  either  persons  or  property  j  if  the  former, 
then  the  States  which  contained  them  were  enti- 
tled to  include  them  in  their  census,  and  to  send 
repieswitB lives  to  Consress  in  proportion  to  their 
wnole  number.  On  the  other  hand,  if  slaves, 
having  no  political  rights  or  influence  in  the 
States,  are  mere  property,  the  States  ought  not  to 
send  any  representatives  whaterer,  in  eonsequenee 
of  possessing  any  amount  of  such  a  commodity. 
I  do  not  mention  this  for  the  purpose  of  complaint, 
but  merely  to  show  that  a  fundamental  prmciple 
of  political  inequality  is  to  be  found  iu  the  Con- 
stitution Itself,  by  which  (he  slaveholding  States 
have  either  twenty-five  representatives  loo  many, 
or  about  sixteen  too  few.  The  genilemen  may 
choose  either  branch  of  the  dilemma. 

But,  sir,  I  cannot  forbear  expressing  my  surprise, 
diat  the  honorable  gentleman,  and  several  others, 
who  have  insisted  on  the  same  ai^uraeat,  should 


have  shut  their  eyes  on  the  palpaUe  fact,  that  all 
the  new  States  admitted  nnce  the  Consiitulion 
was  formed,  have  been  required  to  establish  % 
fundamental  article  in  their  several  constitutiona, 
which  not  merely  abridges,  bat  absolutely  mutil- 
ates their  sovereignty.  In  all  the  thirteen  original 
States  the  vacant  lands  within  their  limits  were 
the  property  of  tbe  States,  TeBpeetively;  in  the 
new  States,  all  lands  are  retainea  in  fee  simple,  aa 
the  property  of  the  United  States ;  and  each  State 
expressly  stipulates  and  provides,  by  its  constim- 
tioB,  never  to  levy  any  lax  on  the  lands'  of  the 
United  States  within  in  limits,  until  five  yeai? 
after  it  shall  be  alienated.  If  anvanribute  of  sov- 
ereign power  is  more  preeions  than  alt  others,  it 
is  the  right  of  taxation  ;  of  providing  means  for 
tbe  support  of  QorenmKnt ;  for  internal  improve- 
ment, and  external  protection-  Y.et  this  conces- 
sion has  tnvariably  been  required' on  lb«  one  pnrt, 
and  yielded  on  the  other ;  nor  has  the  vigilance 
of  the  guardians  of  Slate  rights,  and  of  the  politi- 
cal equality  and  sflvereimty  m  the  States,  ever 
sounded  the  alarm  for  mis  gigantic  usurpation. 
Let'these  gendemen,  too,  who  treat  this  n^t  of 
taxation  as  a  matter  of  slight  concern,  reflect  ftk 
a  moment  on  the  pown  it  gives  to  the  Nalioital 
QorenimeDl,  to  raise  up  within  the  limits  of  any 
or  all  tbe  new  States,  an  adrose  influence,  capa- 
ble of  controlling  their  measures.  These  lands,  so 
held,  in  the  bosom  of  tbe  new  States,  in  most  is- 
itaneea,  oonstitdte  above  three-fourths  of  their 
territory.  Trie  National  Crovo-ntnent,  instead 
of  selling  them  m  the  market,  as  it  has  hitherto 
done,  may  give  leases  for  ninety-nine,  or  nine 
hundred  and  ninety-nine  j^ears,  either  of  whieh 
would  produce  as  high  a  price  as  the  alienation  of 
(he  fee  itsdf.  They  would  in  that  ease,  however, 
remain  still  the  property  of  the  United  states,  and 
consequently,  by  the  articles  of  agreement  between 
the  United  States  and  tbe  new  States,  and  by  the 
constitution  of  the  latter,  they  eouH  never  be  taxed 
by  Ihe  Slate.  The  burdens  of  tbe  taxation  most, 
in  that  case,  fall  on  tbe  other  portion  of  the  citi- 
zens, and  the  tenant  and  lessees  of  the  United 
States  Would  be  exempted.  Does  not  the  exist- 
ence of  such  ft  power  in  Ihe  United  Slates  impair 
the  sovereign  authority  of  ihe  new  States,  and, 
therefbre,  produce  on  iheirnart  "  political  inemul- 
ity,"  a  vast  Infetioritv  1  That  the  National  Qor- 
erument  may  probabty  never  abuse  the  power,  and 
may  even  emMoy  it  with  a  paternal  view  to  die  wd- 
&re  of  new  States  themselves,  as  wdl  as  for  the 
advantage  of  the  United  States,  has  tto  tendency 
to  weaken  tbe  force  of  the  argument.  Itis  proba- 
ble, however,  that  the  United  States  will  not,  for 
imiay  yean,  or  perhaps  for  centuries,  alienate  all 
the  Dfttionki  domains  in  tbe  new  States,  and  such 
alienated    must  be  exempted  from 


The  right  of  taxation,  I  have  already  remarked, 
is  one  of  the  indisputable  attributes  of  a  sovereign 
Power.  Of  thoK  retained  by  the  States  tnm  me 
National  Government,  scarcely  one  is  more  india- 
peusabte  to  their  existence,  as  bodies  p<ditic.  Gen- 
tlemen who  are.soie^ous,  when  theleast  approach 
is  made,  tint  may  briag  the  nation  in  contact  with 
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ilead  of  this,  hewevet,  the^  Eeem  lo  coniider  ii 
trifling  Kstnctioo,  wbile  the  restriction  of  slavery, 
Don  proposed  to  Missouri,  as  the  conditioD  of  her 
becoming  a  Stale,  is  bd  all-defouring  monster, 
witicb  is  lo  swallow  up  (he  liberties  of  a  continent ! 
The  right  of  legitimate  taxation  is  notliing;  the 
right  of  establishing  and  perpetuating  sUvay  is 
•very  thing— the -^aresti  of  ail  rights ;  without 
which,  a  new  Stale  i^  degraded  ' 

worthy  to  hold  Jier lofty  station  ii 

And  hovr  ijfoes  it  appear  that  the  right  to  estab- 
ItshBlareryisananributeof  sovereignty  7  Whence 
is  it  derived,  and  how  isit  proved  f  A  nation  po»- 
■easiog  sovereign  power  is  not  amenable  lo  asy 
hnman  iribimaT  for  its  acU,  in  relation  to  itsown 
citizens  or  mbjeots ;  bnt  it  does  not  follow  itma 
thence,  Hiat  ilhas  akgitinate  rigbt,  though  it  has 
the  power,  to  do  kutice.  ■■  It  cannot  take  tae  prop- 
erty  of  me,  and  bestow  it  arbitrarily  on  another ; 
it  cannot  punish  the  innocent,  ordeprive  them  of 
their  property  or  -iiberty.  If  a  sOTerngn  -State 
were,  to  estauiah  the  condition  of  slavery,  it  moat 
da  it  by  ihegtossest  usurpuion;  and  it  laight  as 
well  fix  on  any  other  disiinclioa  between  the  free- 
man and  the  slave,  ad  that  of  eolor.  A  diffeicoce 
of  stature,  or  of  strength,  would  be  much  more 
natural.  No  gentleman,  that  I  have  hesrd,  has 
denied  that  slavery  was  an  usurpation  at  well  as 
an  evili  and  yet  A  is  contended  that  webave  no 
right  to  require  the  Stale  of  Missouri  to  prevent 
its  further  existence  there. 

A  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who  apoke  euly  in 
the  debate,  asserted,  that  the  qoestion  was  not, 
whether  slftvery  wae  an  evil,  or  whether  it  was 
within  the  legitimate  exercise  of  sover^nt;^  to 
eKtabUafa  it;  but,  whether  the  other  Slates,  Virginia 
for  instance,  not  being  prohibited  from  acting  free- 
ly to  eiitablish  or  abofiib  it,  the  Slate  of  Missouri, 
and  other  new  States,  could  be  restricted  or  con- 
trolled in  relation  to  it  Virginia,  said  he,  and 
PeanntvBnia,  and  the  other  original  Scales,  ex- 
ercuea  their  sovereign  right  to  jwlge  whether  the 
eMabUihmeat  of  the  coi«titian  of  slavery  wa*  an 
atttibul^of  sovereignty  or  not;  therefote  Missouri 
cannot,  without  usurpation,  be  derived  of  the 
*BBw  right.  The  argument  from  the  power  per- 
mitted to  the  original  States,  being  founded  on 
the  dogma  that  the  new  Slates  must  have  the 
nme  powers,  has  been  already  proved  to  be  falla- 
cions,  and  the  restriction  of  taxes  uptm  the  public 
lands  has  been  adduced  as  a  rsfntatum  in  practice. 
But,  OS  the  gentleman  last  alladed  to  pl&Ced  great 
streM  on  this  refined  argument,  and  exerted  bis 
ingenuity  to  show  that  the  "terms  and  oonditions" 
prescribed  by  Vii^loia,  and  agreed  to  by  Kentucky, 
as  the  price  of  her  admission  into  the  Union,  did 
not  impair  the  sovereign  rigfacs  of  ^tber,  1  shall 
devote  a  moment's  attention  to  prove,  that  those 
"terms  and  conditions"  did  in  laci^  restrict  both 
Vif^nia  and  Kentucky  in  tne  exercise  of  an  attri- 
bute of  sovereign  power  Oiaeh  man  clear  than 
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ibe  ri^t  of  eetaUbhing  slavery.  Passing  ova 
the  etipulaticms  in  relation  to  taxing  the  lands  of 
non-retddents,  I  shall  confine  my  observations  to 
the  seventh  condition,  which  provides,  that  the 
navi^tion  of  the  river  Ohio  shall  be  t^  to  all 
the  citizens  of  tb,e  two  States,  and  of  the  Unit«l 
Slates,  and  that  the  jurisdiction  of  the  river  shall 
be  cooeurreBt  only  with  the  Stales  on  the  o^i^xnite 
shore.  Now,  iiimay  be  said,  that  the  navigation 
of  the  river  between  Kentucky  and  Virginia  tm 
one  side,  and  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois^  on  the 
oth»,  would'  have  been  common  to  tbe  citizens  tif 
the  States  bordering  on  the  river,  and  perhape 
even  to  all  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  with- 
out-this  stipulation.  But  here  I  turn  the  eentle- 
man's  argument  against  him.  The  Slates  Gound- 
ing  on  the  Coimeoticut  river^  for  instance,  have 
never  stipulated  that  ihe  navigation  of  that  rivor 
shall  be  Iree  to  all  the  citizens  of  the  United  Slate*. 
Tfaey  are  permitted  to  "judge  ibr  themselves," 
whether  they  have  a  sovereign  right  to  exclude 
tile  oiUzens  of  other  Stales  from tl^t  river  tw not; 
therefore,  the  stipulation  in  question  between  Vir- 

S'nia  and  K^tucky  deprives  both  those  States  of 
e  right  of  judging,  which  tbe  Statee  on  Goanec- 
ticut  river  possess.  Vermont  bounds  on  tbe  Con- 
necticut river  on  one  side,  and  Lake  Chamidain 
on  ibe  other.  She  was  admitted  into  the  Union 
without  making  any  stipulation  with  r^ard  to 
the  navigation  or  jurisdiction  of  either  of  thow 
waters-,  tbe  States  of  Virginia  and  Kentucky,  in 
a  case  exactly  parallel,  have  both  submilt^  to 
a  restriction  by  compact.  They  «an  no  longw 
"judge"  on  ihat  subject  for  themselves,  and,  con- 
cequently,  are  deprived  of  one  of  the  attributes  of 
sovereignly  in  the  same  manner  that  Missouri,  by 
coasentins  to  prohibit  slavery^  will  be  deprived  of 
one  of  bet's.  The  right  of  navigating  pubric  riven, 
by  citizens  of  other  than  adjoining  Slates,  may  be 
({uettionable :  the  right  of  a  sovereign  State  to  tax 
all  lands  within  its  limits  is  undoubted ;  but  the 
right  to  bold  human  beings  in  perMtualand  hope- 
less slavtiy  is  only  found  in  the  codes  of  barbBjians 
and  despois.. 

As  far  as  precedents  (some  of  them  nearly  eoD- 
temporaneous  with  the  Constitution  itself)  coo- 
tribate  to  disclose  its  true  interjKetation,  it  may  be 
remarked,  that  not  only  Ohio,  but  every  new  State, 
has  been  required  to  stipulate  sundry  articles,  ax 
(he  conditions  on  which  alone  they  were  admit- 
ted. The  exemption  of  tbe  public  lands  from 
taxation  was  ope  of  the  most  prombent ;  and  the 
rwtriction  of  slavery,  in  the  very  words  proposed 
to  Missouri  by  the  amendment  ;)ow  under  consid- 
eration, was  required  of  Oiuo,  Indiana,  and  Illinois. 
The  ordinance  of  1787,  before  referred  to,  framed 
almost  at  the  same  moment  with  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  recognised  amotw  the  first  acts  of  the  first 
Congress  under  it,  may  nirly  be  considered  as  a 
formaband  practical  adoption  of  the  principles  for 
which  we  contend^  by  a  l%islaiive  body  com- 
posed in  part  of  the  fnuners  oftbat  in^rumentand 
their  intimate  associates.  No  opposition  to  this 
interpretation  is  known  to  have  been  made  by  the 
slaveholding  SUrtes;  and  there  is  no  reason  to 
believe  that  the  ofdinance  was. not  conwlered  as 
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perfectly  coosisteDl  with  the  newfcHTD  ofGoTem- 
meol.  Those  who  now  call  in  quettioD  the  right 
of  reslriclion  are  oblized  to  c'ontead,  as  a  conse- 
quence of  their  new  doctiine,  that  tjie  ordifiance 
was  UDCODSlilutional,  and  that  the  restrictioii  of 
slarery  by  the  Slates  ooithwesl  of  the  river  Ohio 
being  stipulated  and  enacted  on  such  a  basis  is  there-, 
forea  mere  nullity,  and  may  be  righifulljr  dispensed 
with  at  the  pleasure  of  those  States.  There  is  no 
reasifn  lo  fear  that  those  happy,  flourishing,  and 
enlightened  States,  would  npw  introduce  the  dele- 
terious poison  of  slaTery  into  their  civil  code,  to 
wither  their  energies  and  burlesque  their  priaci- 
ples  of  liberty,  even  if  no  stipulation  to  the  con- 
trary existed.  Bui  we  ought  to  note  the  pernicious 
leucfency  of  an  ianovation  in  the  established  eon- 
ftructioD  of  our  national  compact,  which,  after 
forty  years'  uniform  practice,  now  threatens,  like 
a  tempest,  to  sweep  away  our  fairest  institutions, 
and  to  prostrate  the  bulwarks  of  our  proq>erity. 

But,  say  gentlemen,  if  Congress  can  prescribe 
one  condition — such  as  the  restricCioo  of  slavery — 
what  are  the  limits 'of  this  restricting  power; 
where  will  the  impositions  on  the  new  States  SikI 
a  check  1  The  power  gireu  to  admit  new  States, 
with  the  single  exception  of  States  formed  by  dis- 
memberment of  the  existing  States,  is  in  the  same 
unlimited  terms  as  are  employed  in  vestins  in 
Congress  various  other  importsDl  powers — to  lery 
taxes,  raise  armies,  and  declare  war.  If  Congress 
were  to  levy  unnecessarr  taxes,  to  raise  useless 
armies,  or  make  war  for  dight  causes  or  no  cause, 
would  the  nation  tamely  submit  to  the  abuse  of 
power,  because  the  leUtr  of  the  Conslilulion  was 
not  violated?  Sir,  the  indlsnation  of  the  people 
would  quickly  annihilate  the  "  brief  authority" 
which  was  become  an  instrument  of  oppression, 
Congress  may  indeed  mistake  the  interests  of  the 
nation  in  the  exercise  of  chose  important  powers; 
and  even  a  mUfoie — frequently  unavoidable  from 
the  nature  of  human  affairs,  must  be  fatal  to  the 
popularity  of  itq  authors.  How  then  can  they  hope 
to  escape  who  voluntarily  wrest  the  power  intrust- 
ed to  them  to  the  purposes  of  ambition  or  tyranny? 
Such  a  disregard  of  public  opinion  and  official 
duty  can  never  be  apprehended  under  color  of 
unllmiied  Constitutional  powers.  So,  in  the  ad- 
mission of  new  States,  the  power  intrusted  to 
Congress  is,  from  its  very  nature,  limited  only  by 
Bound  discretion  and  official  responsibility.  In  one 
respect,  however,  the  remote  possibility  of  an  un- 
reasonable exercise  of  this  discretion  is  subject  to 
BD  effectual'Cbeck:  the  conditions  required  cannot 
be  imposed  on  the  new  Stele  without  its  eoanM. 
The  terms  of  the  compact  are  mutually  proposed 
and  considered,  and  there  is  not  a  chadow  of 
ground  to  apprehend  thai  the  vigilaoce  ofthe  new. 
State  will  be  cheated  Into  a  concession  against  its 
interests.  A  furthA'  check  is  to  be  found  in  the 
"real  interests  of  the  United  States  being  generally 
identified  with  those  of  the  proposed  State.  The 
condition  tiow  required  of  Missouri  is  even  more 
evidently  conducive  to  her  interest  and  prosperity 
than  to  that  of  the  nation. 

The  only  exception  to  this  remark  may  perhaps 
be  foimd  in  the  exemption  of  the  public  lauds  from 


taxation ;  but  even  this  may  be  shown  under  the 
existing  regulations,  in  the  sale  of  those  lands,  to 
facilitate  their  sale  and  Beltlemeot  b^  a  temporary 
alleviation  from  public  exactions  in  tavor  of  indus- 
trious settlers.  It  is  also  manifest  that  CongTesa 
cannot  prescribe  a  condition  which  may  he  dod- 
trary  to  the  spirit  and  tenor  of  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution, or  which  shall  impair  the  right  of  the  State 
to  her  share  in  the  National  Qovemment ;  or  & 
condition  which  ahatl  contravene  the  republican 
princi{des  of  all  our  institutions. 

I  proceed  to  consider,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  argu- 
ment of  those  who  contend  that  we  are  bound  oy 
the  treaty  (1  U.  S.  Laws,  p.  134)  by  which  the 
province  of  Louisiana  was  ceded  to  the  United 
States,  to  admit  Missouri  as  a  State  without  re- 
stricting her  on  the  subject  of  slavery.  The  third 
article  of  the  treaty  stipulates,  "that  the  inhabil- 
*  ants  shall  be  incorporated  in  the  Union,  and  ad- 
'  mitted  as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  prin- 
'  ciples  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  all  the 
'  rigbts,  advantages,  and  imrounitia,  of  citizens 
'  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  be  protected,  in 
'  the  meantime,  in  their  liberty,  property,  and  re- 
'  licion." 

Our  Constitution  was  formed  with  a  -view  to  the 
then  existing  Stjites,  and  to  the  territory  wtthin 
our  limits  and  jurisdiction,  as  est^iahed  by  our 
treaty  with  Qreac  Britain.  The  power  conlerred 
on  Congress  to  admit  new  States^  cannot  be  con- 
strued to  extend  beyond  those  limits.  According 
ly,  when  the  Louisiana  treaty  was  before  the  Sen- 
ate for  its  approbation  and  concurrence,  both  its 
friends  and  its  opponents  agreed,  that  neither  rite 
treaty-making  power,  nor  even  Congress  itsdf 
could  stipulate  with  a  foreign  nation  to  admit  ooe 
of  its  provinces,  beyond  the  original  limits  of  the 
United  States,  into  the  Union  as  a  new  State. 
The  present  Secretary  of  State  was  then  a  member 
rJ  that  body,  and  expressed  his  opinion  to  that  ef- 
fect. He  was,  however,  so  decisively  in  bror  of 
the  treaty^  that  he  suggested  an  amendment  of  the 
Constitution  itself,  to  ^ive  effect  to  so  important 
an  acquisition  as  Louisiana.  Mr.  Tajlorj  who  is 
still  respected  as  one  of  the  most  emment  states- 
men oi  Virginia,  declared,  he  considered  that  the 
article  in  question  did  not  intend  to  stipulate  to 
admit  the  province  as  a  State,  hut  that  "the  words 
were  literally  satisfied  by  admitting  it  as  a  Terrtr 
lory,"  and  not  as  a  State,  and  by  naturalizing  the 
inlubitants,  and  protectmg  their  propaly,  as  in 
other  Territories.  When  the  treaty  came  before 
the  House  of  Repraaentatives,  for  tbe  purpose  of 
making  the  necessary  appropriation  to  comply 
with  the  conditions,  or  for  the  establishment  of  a 
Territorial  government^  a  similar  construction  was 
given  to  tbe  third  article;  and,  amongotberv,  a 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Randolph,)  who 
at  that  time  strongly  supported  tbe  treaty  and  the 
Administration,  said  "there  was  no  stipulation 
that  they  should  ever  be  formed  into  one  or  more 
States."  It  is  also  well  known  that  President 
Madison,  then  Seeretarv  of  State,  mainiamed  the 
same  doctrine.  Had  the  stipulation  provided  to 
admit  Louisiana,  as  a  State  or  States,  info  the 
Union,  it  must  unquestionably  hare  been  rejected, 
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or  hare  airaited  tbe  consent  of  the  people  by  ao 
amend  meat  lo  ihe  ConslilulioD. 

Not  niths  tan  ding  this  sentiment,  so  generally 
concurred  in  at  the  time,  a  portion  of  the  new  ter- 
ritory WHS  formed  into  a  Stale,  and  admitted  in 
1812  inlo  Ihe  Union.  Prom  what  source  the  pow- 
M3  of  Congress  were  tleduced,  or  what  new  dis- 
covery on  that  subject  waS  made  in  the  intervening 
time,  1  have  never  been  informed.  It  is  probabte, 
however,  that  the  atreotion  of  the'  statesmen  then 
in  Congress  wa?  wholly  eDt^rossed  by  the  imoti' 
nent  dangeri  ibat  beset  onr  country,  then  on  the 
*erge  ot'  war  with  the  most  powerful  empire  of  the 
Eura^n  world.  WehaveEomecon3olalion,bow- 
ever,  in  observing,  that  the  internal  character  aod 
institutions  of  the  proposed  State,  inhahited  chiefly 
by  a  population  so  lately  ^verned  by  the  laws  and 
asages  of  despotic  countries,  were  not  disregarded; 
and  she  was  expressly  required  Co  provide  by  bei' 
constitution  for  the  establishment  of  "civil  and 
rdigtous liberty,  trial  hy  jury,  and  the  writ  of  ha- 
beas corpus,"  with  other  salutary  principles. 

I<ouisiana  being  thus  admitted,  I  shall  not  now 
contest  her  right  to  that  high  privilege ;  but,  while 
I  consent  to  consider  her  admission  as  a  pr^iedent 
to  guide  our  decision  in  the  admis^on  of  Missouri, 
I  must  also  require  that  the  whole  proceedings, 
comprehending  tbe  terms  and  conditions  which 
formed  their  basts,  must  be  equally  recognised,  ot 
the  whole  must  be  abandoned  together.  If  all 
doubt  of  the  right  of  Congress,  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, to  admit  Louisiana,  is  waived  in  favor  of  the 
present  applicant,  it  is  no  more  than  reasonable 
that  all  the  bearings  and  conditbns  of  the  pre- 
cedent should  be  equally  considered  and  allowed* 
Our  opponents,  however,  are  not  satisfied  with 
the  eSect  of  the  precedent,  and  allege  that  the  rat- 
ification of  the  treaty,  and  the  acts  of  Congress 
making  the  appropriations  necessary  to  its  execu- 
tion, hare  given  it  such  a  sanction,  that  the  na- 
tional faith  is  pledged  for  its  complete  fufilment. 
1  agree  that  a  treaty  made  and  ratified  by  the  Pre- 
sident and  Senate,'  agreeably  lo  the  provisions  of 
the  Conttilution,  is  morallv  binding  on  Congress 
and  (he  nation.  It  is,  inaeed,  a  doctrine  strenu- 
ously supported  by  some,  that  Congress  may  decide 
upon  the  merils  of  a  treaty  previously  ratified  by 
the  competent  Hutharities,end  either  grant  oc  with- 
hold the  appropriations  necessary  to  its  execuli(»i. 
This  doctrine,  if  true,  inrolres  ihe  necessary  con- 
sequence, ibat  Congress  may  not  only  annul  a 
treaty  constitutionally  made,  but  that  any  subse- 
quent Congress  may  viriuaHy  rescind  it,  so  far  as 
its  provisions  remain  eiecuioiy,  and  depend  on 
appropriations  or  other  acts,  to  be  passed  by  all  the 
branches  of  the  Government.  In  other  words,  no 
power  exists  Id  tbe  GorerBment  of  the  United 
States  to  mafce  a  treaty  which  shall  be  obligatory" 
on  tbe  nation  or  its  Legislature.  This  dangerotis 
aui  absurd  doctrine  has  been  ably  resisted,  and,  in 
my  opinion,  refilled,  many  years  since.  The  power 
to  make  treaties,  conferred  «n  the  President  in  con- 
currence ivith  the  Senate,  is  as  general  as  language 
can  make  it.  They  have,  then,  by  the  ordinary 
rules  of  interpretation,  the  same  'power  on  that 
nibjeol  which  exivia  rightfuUy  in  other  govera- 


menls  as  a  necessary  attribute  of  sovereign  power. 
The  British  Parliament,  with  itsboastea  "omnip- 
otenee,"  never  pretended  to  arrest  the  eiecution  of 
a  treaty  by  withholding  supplies;  yet  the  relation 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  Executive 
of  the  United  States  is  precisely  analogous  in  this 
respect — it  holds  the  purse-strings  of  the  National 
treasury.    Thus,  tbe  Louisiana  treaty,  being  made 


at  any  subsequent  period.  If  that  Congress  could 
refuse  to  provide  for  paying  tbe  price,  the  present 
may  withhold  (he  balance,  if  any  remains  unpaid. 
If  the  Congress  of  1812  admitt^  a  State,  carved 
out  of  tbe  new  province,  it  must  have  done  so, 
either  because  it  deemed  the  adfbission  Constiiu- 
tidnal.  without  reference  (o  the  treaty,  or  because, 
in  adaition  to  its  Constitutional  right  to  admit,  it 
considered  the  treaty  as  stipulating  for  such  admis- 
sion. Whether  the  former  alone,  or  both  consida- 
ations,  produced  the  act  in  favor  of  (he  new  State, 
it  ■was  tne  mere  exercise  of  discretionary  power; 
and,  thon^h  we  cannot  disfranchise  Louisiana,  since 
her  admission  waa  a  compact  mutually  binding, 
yet  'We  are  atlibertrio  interpret  the  treaty  for  our- 
xdres,  and  If  we  find  that  it  does  not  require  the 
making  of  States  in  the  ceded  province,  we  may 
refuse  to  admit  any  more,  without  reaorting  to 
a  denial  of  our  power  lo  admit  by  the  Constitu- 
tion. 

I  hare  already  adverted  to  the  unanimous  ctm- 
currence  of  the  friends  and  enemies  of  tbe  treaty, 
as  far  as  my  information  extends,  that  the  article 
in  question  contained  no  stipulation  ever  to  form 
the  territory  into  States ;  and  the  phrase  to  admit 
"  as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  principles  of 
the  Federal  Constimtion,"  t^yond  all  question 
was  introduced  with  a  guarded  circumspection. 
and  with  a  view  to  the  Constitutional  ri^ht  of 
Congress  to  admit  or  refute,  according  to  its  di»- 
cretion.  Hence,  it  resulis,  that  the  treaty  wi» 
obligatory  on  Congress  and  the  nation;  that  the 
acts  of  Congress  in  rdalion  to  it,  could  not  in- 
crease the  obligation,  and  that  the  admission  of 
Louisiana  wan, an  independent  act.  not  a  treaty 
stipulation,  and,  consequently,  is  to  oe  regarded  as 
a  precedent  merely,  when  considered  'with  respect 
to  the  ap|dication  of  Missouri  for  a  similar  act  in 
her  behalf.  To  concede  that  the  Executive  and 
Senate  can  maba  a  treaty,  which  shall  derqlre  on 
Congress  a  moral  obligation  to  admit  new  Statei 
into  this  Confederacy,  would  suppose  tbe  treaty- 
making  power  might  extend  to  annexing  to  tnia 
Union  all  the  Southern  Continent,  from  Mexico 
to  Buenos  Ayres  and  Chili:  U  would  leave  no 
check  in  Congress  to  amintion  or  imbecility  of  tbe 
co-ordinate  brvnches  of  the  Goro-nment:  and 
though  the  power  of  making  treaties  is  in  general 
terms,  and  is  open  to  the  same  great  checks  which 
constitute  fte  safety  of  a  free  government,  yet  it 
can  never  be  maintained,  for  a  moment,  that  it 
can  annex  foreign  territories  without  a  limit,  com'- 
posed  of  heterogeneous  and  discordant  masses  of 

A  sinele  treaty,  formed  by  an  a^iring  President, 
and  nich,  within  our  own  recollection,  have  ap- 
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proached  v«ry  near  that  high  dtBtiaclioD,  might 
eooa  reduce  our  original  republic  to  insignificaiice, 
Mid  the  principles  of  our  free  CoDstitution  to  an 
empty  name.  Howeier  we  may  confide  in  the 
vittue  of  future  'Senates,  we  ought  not  lb  forget 
the  poteocy  of  'intrigue  and  corruption,  always 
vithiD  reach  of  an  uupriacipled  mao  in  posGeuion 
^executive  power.  In  other  countries  the  remedy 
of  intolerable  evils  involves  a  civil  war,  and  either 
a  dissolutioQ  of  [he  sovernmeDt  or  an  aggravation 
of  the  enormity.  In  our  well  balanced  svstem, 
the  errors  of  wrakaess,  and  treachery  of  ambition, 
are  quicltly  diEcemed  amid  the  cloud  of  mock' 
patriotism  and  intrigue  in  which  they  are  shrcHid- 
ed ;  the  public  indignatipa  diepeis  the  disguise-and 
confounds  the  belrayeni  of  ihe  naliodal  lateresCs. 
Notwithstanding  the  remote  possibility  of  treach- 
ery in  the  pow«t  of  making  treaties,  the  admissicHi 
of  Sta  tes  into  the  Union  being  distinctly  intrusted 
to  CoagreM,  it  is  evident  that  bo  treaty  can  be 
made  in  derogation  of  that  power.  And,  even  if 
(uch  a  treaty  were  ratified,  the  Congress  would 
not  merely  have  power,  but  would  m  bouud  on 
its  responsibility  to  the  nation,  to  admit  no  new 
States,  but  in  circumsiances  oomptitible  with  the 
inmssts  of  the  existing  States.  The  discretion 
must  be  distinctly  exercised  in  each  particnlar 
case,  and  the  admission  of  a  new  State  by  one 
Congress  can  never  inTolve  an  obligation  upon  a 
subsequent  Congress  to  admit  any  other  State, 
though  its  force  as  a  precedent  may  be  allowed  as 
far  as  the  cases  are  paraUet.- 

Weare  now  brought  to  consider  the^actual  stale 
of  things,  under  which  the  application  of  Mis- 
souri is  presented.  Her  population  is  probably 
Bufficietii,  and  the  boundary  she  asks,  though  not 
^rfectly  Mtiafactory,  is  not  strongly  objeeiad  to. 
But  we  are  informed  that  she  has  a  considerable 
number  of  slaves  already,  and,  from  various  iodi- 
cations  of  public  sentimeut  there,  it  is  evident  that 
Ihe  L-xistence  and  indefinite  extension  of  that  hap- 
less and  pernicious  condition  of  the  human  niecies 
will  be  made-a  feature  of  their  civil  code.  While 
Congress  retained  its  legislative  control  over  the 
territory,  the  subject  of  slavery  escaped  aibention ; 
and  the  present  slaveholdeFs  contend,  with  some 
leason,  that  they  ought  not  to  be  divested  of  a 

firdperty  in  their  blevee,  which  they  acquired  by  at 
ea^t  the  tacit  assent  of  the  legiiilative  authority. 
Their  condition,  in  this  respect,  seems  nearly  anal- 
ogous to  that  of  slave  owners  in  the  original  State* 
at  the  time  of  the  Rerolution,  and  perhaps  also  at 
the  time  of  forming  the  present  Constitution.  The 
fault  in  the  latter  case  is  thrown  on  Great  Britain 
alone,  and  we  have  beuaso  complaisant  and  chari- 
table in  this  debate  as  to  admit  the  plea.  Great 
Britain  was  undoubtedly  wrong  in  protecting  the 
abominable  traffic  )  but  1  must  remind  the  worthy 
((entlemen  who  would  so  easily  shake  oflfthe  odious 
imputation,  that  this,  like  all  iraf&c,  «uppo»»;Kir- 
duuen,  a  maiiet,  and  mercantile  profits,  as  well 
OS  vtivkra.  If  the  virtuous  inhabitaots  of  (he  slaM- 
holdiog  Slates  had  refused  Co  receive  and  pay  good 
pries  for  the  miserable  victims.  Great  Britain 
would  never  have  compelled  them.  The  attempts 
of  the  Virginia  provincial  assembly  to  obtain  an 
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inlerdictiou  of  the  slave  trade,  were,  h 
highly  honorable  to  them;  and  1  shall  i 
here  to  lament  so  ^reat  a  departure  from  the  sune 
humane  system  as  is  at  present  exhibited. 

It  may  not  be  reasonaole,  therefore,  to  require  of 
Missouri  the  abolition  of  her  existing  slavery.  The 
same  forbearance  ought  to  be  exercised  with  re- 
spect toit,  as  the  Constitution  oftheUnited  Statea 
indulges  to  that  of  the  original  Slates,  [t  waa 
left  to  the  prudence  and  humanity  of  tlie  States 
themselves  to  continue  or  to  abolish  it  by  degrees 
and  by  means  mo«t  conformable  to  their  views  of 
pablic  good  and  private  virtue.  The  latter,  it  was 
expected,  would  do  much  in  preparing  the  victim* 
of  servitude  for  a  capacity  of  enjoying  a  bettei 
condition,  and  would  receive  all  proper  coimtc' 
nance  from  (be  enlightened  measures  of  legislative 
bodies.  Such,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  was  the 
prevalent  sentiment  of  ihe  ncinrslaveholdtDg  States, 
and  such  their  confldenee  in  the  magDanimoas 
principle*  of  the  champions  of  fraedom  itt  the 
South,  who  bad  so  lately  been  asGOctated  with 
themselves  in  vindicating  the  rights  of  mankind. 
The  restriction  proposed  secures  the  owners  of 
slaves  in  Missouri  against  any  encntachment  upon 
the  riehts  they  possess.  I  would  ^ven  go  £irthN, 
thougn  with  great  reluctance,  and  consent  to  en 
article  in  the  Coosiitution  which  should  guaranty 
them  against  any  act  of  their  own  L^itlaUin 
tending  to  a  similar  encroachment 
'  Can  Missouri,  or  those  who  support  her  ^pli- 
cation, complain  of  such  a  reasonable  condition  1 
If  she  does,  let  her  explain  her  objections.  Will 
she  allege  that  her. interests  are  aaciified ?  It  is 
clearly  the  interest  of  Musouri  to  encMinge  aa 
active  and  industrious  popntalion.  The  labor  of 
freemen  will  produce  double  the  labor  of  slave*. 
Instead  of  extensive  plantations,  each  inhabited 
by  a  single  proprietor,  together  with  an  overseei 
and  their  famili^  in  the  midst  of  a  horde  of  ig' 
norant,  degraded,  and  misO'a hie  slaves,  the  eye  wUl 
be  gratified  with  farms  of  modn-ate  extent,  and 
the  families  of  an  intelligent^  induHtrioua,  and  pa~ 


her  banish  slavery  from  her  hordes,  and  all  her 
myriads  of  people,  and  not  three-fifths  only  of 
the  scattered  class  of  doinestic  derootism,  will 
send  their  Representatives  to  this  Hall.  If  the 
would  be  strong  in  war,  lot  her  invii«  only  free- 
men, who  will  defend  their  property,  their  families, 
and  their  freedom:  not  slaves,  who  can  only  seek 
their  own  happioeas  by  wilhering  the  arm  that 
holds  them  in  bondage.  But  she  alleges  that  we 
iuVade  her  right-— her  sovereign  right — to  hold 
staves,  or  not  to  hold  them,  at  her  pleastve.  I  have 
already  shown,  that  it  is  no  legitimate  exercise  of 
sovereign  power,  to  make  a  portion  of  our  speciee 
bondmen.  Instead  of  a  jight,  it  is  the  grossest 
abuse  of  right  that  was  ever  tolerated  by  a  civil- 
ized country. 

If  Missouri  would  exercise  her  power  by  extend- 
ing over  her  extensive  border  the  noisome  pesti- 
lence, which  already  has  poisoned  the  atmosphere 
of  half  thq  goodly  land,  she  has  little  claim  to  the 
ioieliigence  and  moral  characterirtics  which  should 
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oitide  her  to  becwne  a  member  of  the  Union.  If 
she 'Would  not  so  abuse  faet  power,  she  can  have 
no  reasonable  wi»h  to  enjoy  an  empty  preragatire 
nerer  to  be  exerted.  Not  oaiy  the  moial  wrong, 
bat  tke  ^ysicaleTilgaDdbUsangcuneof  slarery. 
Its  DOW  experienced  in  the  slareholding  BtatM, 
-where  it  exists  in  its  mildest  form,  are  painted  in 
lively  colors  by  tbe  gcDtlem«i  tbemsfelTes ;  who 
«tu»iot  be  induced  to  suppress  the  melancholy  fact, 
though  it  presents  an  irriiistible  argument  against 
adding  Mtssotui  to  (he  miserable  violims-of  an  in- 
fittnated  -policy.  And  is  it  to  this  Moloch  thai 
Missouri  msiais  on  her  right  to  become  A  Voluntary 
sacrifice!  The  right  to  desolftte  her  fields^  and 
poison  tbe  fountains  of  prosperity  ;  to  commit  po- 
litical suicide  t  Surelj'  the  pride,  tbe  phrensy, 
must  be  ineiirable,  which  can  pereist  in  grasping 
such  a  destructive  power.  Let  us  resist  its  mo- 
mebtary  violence,  reason,  prudence,  and  virtue. 
mvBt  soon  pedonunateti  The  power  to  do  good 
nay  wdl  be  coveted  by  liiortal) — to  do  evil  never. 

tt  may  be  ptopvr  here  to  advert  to  another  aivn- 
meniof  theg«atteiaanfhnn  South  Carolina.  We 
ImT«  long  smce  divested  Congress,  he  says,  of  its 
right  to  interpose  on  this. subject  in  Missouri,  by 
b^ton'ing  OB  her  a  teTritorial  legislature^  compe- 
tent to  ail  municipal  r^nlatioDS,  and  this  power 
cannot,  therefore,  be  resumed  by  tbe  Natiooal  Le- 
gislature. Let  me  ask  that  gentlemaii,  how  tbe 
"compromise,"  which  was  first  saggeec»)  by  him- 
self to  a  committee,  of  which  ■we  were  both  mem- 
boa,  in  the  early  part  of  (he  pretext  session,  could 
hav«  been  ezeeuted  by  Congress,  in  bis  preaeot 
view  of  the  l^slalive  power  of  the  territories,  is 
correct  1  That  compromise  proposed  to  exclude 
slavery  from  all  that  pt^ion  of  tbe  Arkansas  Ter- 
rittny  north  (tfa  aertain  latitude.  We  have  already 
invested  Arkaiisas  with  a  tempor»ry  legisbiare, 
uid,  upon  his  present  prinotple,  have'  no  loi^w 
■ny  control  in  this  or  auy  of  her  interwd  eonoenui, 
[Ab.  LoWMDBB  explained — The  lines  proposed  hy 
hiffl  would  comprehend  none  of  the  settlements  of 
Oar  eitiaen* ;  ba  considned  suofa  -aetdements  as 
having  rested  r^hts  beyond  our  control,  bat  that 
CoBgTCB*  might  ez«reise  the  right  of  excluding 
slavery  where  no  sticb  setdemmils  existed.]  When 
the  Bi^gestioD  was  made  in  tbe  committee,  M(. 
Chaimian,  I  do  not  fememher  to  have  heari  the  hon- 
oraUe  geiUleman  take  this  dislinolion.  Certainly 
it  is  an  important  one;  it  leaves  tbe  effect  of  the 
exeludinK  principle  lo  be  exerted  only  on  a  wilder- 
ness— it  Itavee  the  com^vomise  a  shadow.  1  bad 
really  supposed  before,  that  sonHtbing  roiHt  be 
ocmeeded  on  both  sides,  to  make  (he  transaetion  a 
eompromisej  where  all  isyieldedbyoneparty  and 
Berthing  by  tite  other,  by  whatever  name  it  may  be 
called.  It  IS  no  comprornue,  but<  submission.  The 
hoMiiaUe  genllemail  is  not  in  fault;  be  concedes 
OS  all- which  his  principle  will  allow---theprivilc^e 
ofan  empty  name.     Voe  «t  praMNa  nAti. 

I  -must,  however,  call  in  qoastion  tbs  doctrine, 
^Bt  Congress  has  parted  with  all  legislative  con- 
trol of  tbe  territories,  by  the  mere  OTganisation  of 
a  territorial  government.  The  acts  of  Congress 
are.  in  their  very  terms,  merely  "temporary." 
Take,  for  raanple,  the  act  providing  for  um  gor- 


□fMisBoori;  bytkelslsection  it  is  enacted, 
"that  the  temp(»ary  government,"  Ac.  This  is 
in  the  exact  words  of  the  acis  in  relation  to  the 
other  t^ritories.  These actsare  frequeoilv  revised 
or  modified,  as  appears  by  the  statute.  The  terri- 
tory itself  is  divided,  subdivided,  and  newly  organ- 
iaed,  at  the  pleasure  of  Congress.  Nothing  less 
than  the  power  of  entire  revocation  of  the  ortginaf 
act  would  warrant  these  varioira  suhseqjieal  modi- 
fications. The  right  in  Congress  to  prohibit  slavery 
miisi,  iberefore,  remain  in  Ibat  body,  and  may  be 
exMciaed  over  the  territories  notwithstanding  the 
existence  of  the  temporary  sov«ramenhs. 

But  it  is  not  (o  be  concealed,  that  tbe  stcra  and 
rewlute  hostility  to  the  reslriclion  of  slavery  is  not 
confined  to  Missouri  alene — it  did  not  even  origi- 
nate there.  Her  interest  and  true  policy  demand 
the  salutary  measore;  her  pride  alone  could  never 
have  kindled  such  a  flame  of  oppoeition.  The 
jealousy  of  the  Western  States  is  alonned ;  tber 
are  warned  toreaist  tbeencroBcbmentsof  the  Miit- 
dle  and  Eastern  State»,  who  envy  their  growii^ 
importance  and  political  influence.  These,  too, 
are  the  sQggestions  of  men  who  ar»  loudly  depr»- 
cating  local  prejudices.  Let  not  the  West  listen 
readily  to  the  insidiouBcbarge.  It  is  without  foun- 
dation. There  is  no  collision  of  interests  between 
the  various  sections  of  the  UntoD.  They  are  in 
perfect  harmony.  The  rapid  increase  of  Wcstetn 
population,  formed,  as  it  isj  of  emigrants  from  the 
shores  of  the  Atlantic,  and  their  deeoeodanls,  is 
beheld  with  pride  by  their  kindred  and  breUiren  in 
the  elder  States.  Their  w^fkre  is  our  welfare— 
their  sirenc (h  our  strength — and  their  principles, 
except  in  the  Barttsl  admission  of  slavery,  are  oor 
princijdes.  We  m^y  defv  theministere  of  disunioa 
to  name  a  sic^e  peiat  of  contact,  whera  the  inter- 
ests, prosperity,  and  happiness,  of  the  middle  and 
eastern  sections  are  not  in  perfect  barDoony  with 
thewcMem.  What  better  evideaoecan  be  given- 
by  thenOB-^v«holding  StaHsof  their  dinnterattatt 
r^rd  to  ^SBoori,  than  (he  ^Ibrts  now  made  by 
them  to  banish  forever  from  h«  system  tbe  panker 
which  has  corroded  and  enfeebled  our  less  fortu- 
nate neighbors  in  the  South  ?  If  we  were  un- 
friendly or  jealous  of  the  new  States,  adiflmiU 
course  might  be  ptirsued.  No,  sir,  to  confer  ba*a- 
ftts  is  not  the  dictate  of  hatred.  Malignity,  alone, 
can  distcfft  deeds  of  kindness  into  tokens  of  enrju 
A  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Houin) 
has  ihouKht  proper  to  ascribe  the  effort  now  niade 
against  the  extension  of  slavery  to  the  same  prio- 
ciplet  which  produced  (be  H»rtfbrd  Conveation. 
Bat  can  it  be  believed  that  those  principles,  wbkh, 
even  in  the  darkest  hours  of  adversi^,  had  but  a 
momentary  influence,  are  now  completely  trium- 
phant, not  only  in  New  En^nd,  but  in  the  mi^ly 
States  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania ;  that  ftaf 
have  crossed  the  Alleghany  Mountains,  and  em- 
brace in  their  vertex  all  the  States  north  of  (ha 
river  Ohio  ?  This  extravagant  sunnstion  b  tm- 
worthy  of  a  moment's  attention.  Tne  same  gen- 
tleman takes  exception  to  anexpression  in  iheable 
memorial  of  theciiizens  of  Boston  and  tbevieinitf, 
that  Congress  may  require  such  conditions  of  tlM 
new  States  "  as  its  wisdom,  its  justice,  or  its  pidiey^ 
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nay  dictate."  As  itis  to  be  presumed  that  tbe^en- 
demaa  doe«  not  include  "wisdom  and  justice" 
among  the  suspected  virtues,  it  can  only  be  the 
-word  policy,  to  which  his  censure  applies ;  and  be 
•eemsito  uudetstatid  it  only  in  the  Italian  or  sinis- 
ter sense.  But  he  will  probably  withdraw  his  ob- 
1  being  reminded  of  the  old-fashioned 


jection; 


child- 


"  honesty  is  the  best  policy. 

In  renuding,  bowcTer,  the  effects  of  flarery,  the 
views  of  Congress  mnM  always  extend  to  the  good 
of  the  whole  commuDity.  While  the  exclusion  of 
slavery  from  Missouri  will  insure  her  a  more  uu- 
meroas  popnlatioD,  more  induslty,  more  wealth, 
Mid,  consequently,  a  greater  repesentatioa  in  the 
National  Legislature,  it  makes  her  also  a  more  for- 
midable barrier  in  war,  a  more  efficient  pillar  of 
the  national  edifice.  These  advantages  require  the 
paternal  care  of  the  QoTernment  of  the  Union  ; 
they  are  equally  participated  by  every  member  ;  by 
-the  slaveholduic  Slates  in  at  least  their  due  pro- 
jtOTtbo.  It  is,  then,  unjust  to  represent  the  restric- 
tion proposed  to  Missouri  as  a  sacrifice  on  her  part, 
oi  a  reservation  of  power  by  Congress,  by  wnich 
the  former  pays  the  latter  a  "price  -for  admissioa. 
No  mercenary  concession  is  required,  but  an  hon- 
orable and  salnlary  condition,  benefiqtal  indeed  to 
the  nation,  but  lo  the  new  Stale  the  vital  principle 
of  future  greatness.  A  benign  interposition,  the 
dictate  of  wisdom  and  heDeficence. 

It  is  proper,  however,  in  considering  this  great 
question — ^reat  in  i.ts  consequences  to  our  rising 
nation,  and  destined  to  mark  our  character  to  fu- 
ture ^^es — that  we  shoutdnot  overtook  the  inviKibte 
spring  that  puts  the  machine  in  action,  and  imparts 
ib  tremendous  forceU  the  opposition.  The  Slates 
of  the  South,  replete  with  slavery,  are  leoaciousof 
the  privil^e  of  "  difiusiug"  the  evil.  To  diffuse, 
not  to  extend,  the  mischief,  is  their  object ;  a  dis- 
tinction &r  too  refia«d  for  my  comprehensioa.  If 
liiffusion,  or  any  mode  of  depletion,  would  reduce 
die  residuum  of  the  article,  it  might  be  an  office  of 
kindness  in  Missouri,  or  even  in  Pennsylvania  or 
Massachusetts,  to  facilitate  so  worthy  an  object. 
But  it  is  the  unfortunate  character  of  slavery  to 
sdmit  no  remedy  but  compression.  The  flame  is 
harmless  when  confined,  but  ooce  allowed  to  pass 
its  botindary.and  the  conflagration  defies  all  human 
power.  Tne  efforts  of  reason,  religion,  philan- 
thropy, ere  impotent,  indeed,  against  the  cravings 
of  avarice. 

When  we  hear  it  said  by  a  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia (Mr.  RAnnoLPB,)  that  Qiis  land  (Missouri) 
"was  nought  with  our  money,"  it  is  not  lo  be  sup- 
posed he  means  that  the  money  of  Virginia,  or  of 
«ll  the  slaveholding  Slates,  was  atone  employed  in 
^  purchase.  Bat  such  language  implies  that 
those  States  had  at  least  their  share  in  the  trao»- 
action,  and  are  entitled  to  the  advantages.  The 
fair  aad  honorable  advantages  are,  indeed,  to  be 
enjoyed  by  them,  in  common  with  the  nation  ;  but 
does  this  require  thai  the  new  States  shoubl  be. 
open  as  a  slave  market,  to  enhance  the  value,  to 
encourage  the  slaveholder  in  growing'the  commod- 
ity? Tne  "bigh-ioinded"  gentlemen  who  oppose 
ue  lest^ction,  will  certainly  disclaim  such  a  mo- 


tive. They  contend,  however,  that  the  prohibition 
of  slavery  is  an  interdiction  to  slaveholders  from 
removing  with  their  slaves  to  the  new  States.  This 
mav,  indeed,  be  en  inconvenience  not  wAy  obvi- 
ated. TheexteDsiveStatesofMissawippi,  Alabama, 
and  Louisiana,  however,  are  still  in  their  infancy, 
and  their  vast  territory  invites  the  planters  of  cotton 
and  the  sugar  cane  to  bring  their  surplus  slaves 
from  the  Atlantic  States  to  those  new  regioosi. 
But  to  those  who  insist  on  their  rights  to  all,  it  is 


Let  us  listen,  no wever,  a  n 
If  slaveholders  cannot  remove  with  their  slaves,  in 
case  the  restriction  is  ndopled,  so  also,  if  it  is  not 
adopted,  the  industrious  citizens  in  the  non-alave- 
hdding  States  are  proscribed,  in  a  great  degree, 
from  the  benefits  of  emigration.  Where  a  systetii 
of  slavery  throws  all  the  wealth  and  all  the  political 
influence  into  the  hands  of  a  few,  and  where  labor 
is  dtt^raceful,  as  the  proper  occupation  of  slaves 
alone,  the  independent  spirit  which  isfound  among 
citizens  in  moderate  ctfcumstances,  in  the  non- 
slaveholding  States,  will  never  brook  the  inevitable 
consequence  of  emigration.  Freemen,  proud  of 
their,  ricbts  ;  proud  eveji  of  their  industry,  as  the 
basis  of  their  iodependent  condition,  will  never 
consent' to  be  ranked  by  the  opulent  slaveholder, 
living  by  their  side,  on  a  level  with  his  slaves. 
Where  slavery  prevails,  the  industry  of  freemen  is 
degrading,  and  those  who  are  obliged  to  earn  their 
subsistence  by  their  own  exertions  and  labor,  are 
in  a  state  of  hopeless  insigni Seance.  Is  it  not  then 
equal  and  just,  since  so  many  Slates  have  lately 
been  added  in  the  South,  where  slaveholders  can 
remove,  with  the  advantages  they  require,  that 
Missouri  should  be  left  open  to  a  papulation  which 
cannotbreaiheintheHtntospbere of  slavery?  Lou- 
isiana is  the  only  State  yet  established  beyond  the 
Mississippi.  Slavery  exists,  and  mu^  continue  to 
exist,  in  that  Stale,  If  then  it  were  a  subject  of 
mere  mercantile  arrangement  between  the  slave- 
holding  and  non-slaveholding  States,  Missouri 
ought  to  interdict  slavery.  TJiank  Heaven !  we 
do  not  adduce  this  as  our  principal  argument,  but 
only  to  answer  anobJBOlion  raised  by  our  opponents. 
No,  sir,  we  would  exclude  slavery  ,'because  we  have 
the  poVer  by  the  Constitution ;  because  it  is  the 
dictate  of  reason,  of  expediency,  of  moral  ri^t, 
tutd  consequently  of  duty.  Gentlemen  tiota  the 
staveholdiag  Stales  offer  another  argument,  which 
indeed  has  great  weight,  and  merits  a  distinct  con- 
sideration. If,  say  Uey,  slavery  is  to  be  confined 
to  its.  present  limits,  and  no  more  States  or  Ter- 
ritories are  to  afford  it  shdter,  what  is  to  become  of 
the  increasing  slave  papulation  in  the  Atlantic 
States  ?  In  tnose  Stales  the  slaves  have  increased 
in  a  far  greater  ratio  than  the  free  population :  are 
they  to  be  "  pent  up"  and  starved,  or  to  be  turned 
loose  to  steal,  rob,  and  murder :  the  certain  con- 
sequence of  emancipation  f  To  escape  the  dis^ 
iressing  scenes  which  gentlemen  have  so  feelingly 
depicted,  and  for  the  reality  of  which  they  poult 
us  to  St.  Domingo,  and  other  islands  in  the  West 
Indies,  they  require  the  extensive  Territories  and 
Statesof  the  West  to  receive  "the  supernumerary 
slaves ;  and,  whiU  Uiey  fill  their  coners  with  the 
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price^  they  rid  them  of  all  uicoDTeaience,  and  of  | 
the  dread  of  iDsurreclioii.  This  sale  of  hiimaQ 
fieah  may  indeed  rend  asunder  foievei  the  ties  of 
parents  and  children,  brothers  and  sisters,  husband 
and  wife,  which  those  gentlemen  declare  to  be  the 
objects  of  their  tenderest  solicitude ;  for  a  slave, 
removed  a  thousand  miles,  or  even  much  less,  must 
never  a^in  behold  the  bemgs  with  whom  be  has 
spent  his  life,  to  whom  alone  he  is  known  and 
united,  whose  aSeciian  is  the  only  sweet  he  has 
tasted  in  the  bitter  draught  of  servitude.  These 
consequences,  however,  are  considered  slight  and 
trivial,  when  weighed  against  the  superior  clainu, 
the  light,  the  pr^t,  and  the  safety  of  his  owiui. 
But  gentlemen  seem  to  have  limited  their  views 
to  an  expedient  merely  temporal,  and  to  lose  sight 
of  the  inevitable  and  fatal  catastrophe  that  must 
await  at  least  their  favorite  sYstem. 

In  the  rapid  progress  of  emigiatioo  in  the  settle- 
ment of  our  new  States  and  Territories,  the  time  is 
at  hand  when  all  will  be  replete  with  inhabitants; 
when  the  tide  can  no  longer  roil  onward,  but  njusi 
recede,  and  mingle  with  its  kindred  waters.  Then 
where  will  the  statesmen  of  the  day  transfer  the 
myria.ds,of  slaveryi  to  rescue  their  country  from 
destruction  1  No  new  provinces  can  be  purcnased ; 
Mexico  will  be  full  to  overflowing  on  the  south; 
the  Pacific  before  them,  on  the  west,  and  on  the 
north  a  population  to  wlmm  slavery  is  abhorrenL 
Will  they,  apply  to  the  National  Giovernment  for 
a  law  permitimg  them  to  export  slaves  1  If  Amer- 
icans could  ever  resort  to  tliis  abominable  tra^c 
for  relief,  where  could  ihev  find  a  nation,  a  prov- 
ince^ or  even  an  island,  wnich  would  receive  the 
victims?  All  Europe,  long  ere  then,  will  have 
denouDoed  and  interdicted  the  odious  trade,  and 
there  is  no  doubt  that  the  islands  and  new  republics 
of  the  South  must  adopt  the  same  humane  policy. 
la  no  distant  age:,  I  trust,  the  mxinstrous  instuulion 
of  slaverjr,  ana  the  horrors  of  the  traffic,  will  be 
aJike  exploded.  The  history  of  the  present  times 
will  beread  with  incredulity  or  with  disgust.  Some 
belter  cemedy  must  be  devised  for  the  enormous 
evil,  which  will  then  threaten  insurrection,  massa- 
cre, and  wide  desolation. 

The  honorable  Speaker  has  turned  his  allention 
to  the  condition  of  our  country,  which  weare  now 
considering;  but  beseems  to  be  unawareof  tbedan- 
gerswhich  must  then  besetthefree  population,  from 
the  superincumbent  masS' of  slavery.  He  cheers 
the  friends  of  African  emancipation  by  assuring 
them,  that,  in  such  a  state  of  things,  the  labor  of 
slaves  will  beoioreexpetisive  than  that  of  freemen, 
and  that  consequently  the  owner  will  give  them 
liberty,  to  discharge  himself  from  the  burden  of 
their  maintenance.  But  will  the  safety  of  the  free 
population  then  permit  the  emancipation  of  such 
countless  hordes  of  ignorant  and  destitute  beings, 
-whose  very  necessities  must  impel  them  to  war 
upon  society  ?    It  would  be  madness ;  it  would  be 

tivitg  them  a  commission  to  plunder,  ravage,  and 
estroy.  I  will  not  say,  sir,  t^at,  in  such  a  state 
of  the  relative  numbers  of  free  citizens  and  slaves, 
it  would  be  utterly  impossible  to  rescue  the  former 
yet  certainly  nothing  hat  powerful  and  bazar^ou! 
measures  could  arrest  the  match  of  ruin.    Kyen 


now,  and  for  years  past,  the  staveholdtng  Stales 
have  adopted  a  code  of  laws,  making  emaacipetion 
more  and  more  difficult.  Indeed,  in  many  it  ia. 
entirely  prohibited.  This  harsh  measure  is  justi- 
fied by  gentlemen,  on  the  ground  that  free  negroes 
are  pernicious  companions  to  slaves  of  their  own 
color,  and  make  them  discontented  with  tbeir  con- 
dition. No  emancipation  muEt  be  allowed,  no 
free  negroes  to  seduce  their  brethren  to  desertion, 
to  infest  the  cities  as  vagrants,  or  highways  as 
plunderers.  If,  in  the  present  state  of  things, 
emancipation  is  so  dang«ous,  that  those  humane 
gentlemen,  who  so  deeply  deplore  the  "evil  and 
curse"  of  slavery,  are  obliged  to  enact  lawa  to  per- 
petuate and  increase  it ;  it  they  even  now  are  com- 
pdled  to  this  course  by  the  necessity  of  self-prcEer- 
vatioo,  bow  difficult,  how  impossible  will  they 
find  it,  to  have  recourse  to  emancipation  wh«i  the 
evil  shall  have  outgrown  all  computation] 

To  avert  so  fearful  a  calamity,  let  me  ask  their  at- 
tention to  the  immediate  interest  of  the  slavehold- 
iog  Stales,  and  inquire,  whether  the  extension  of 
slavery  a  single  inch  beyond  its  present  boundary, 
is  not  to  be  resisted  far  more  for  themselves  than 
for  us}  The  advantages  which  they  expect  by 
the  extension,  are  transient  and  inconsiderable; 
the  evil  is  more  remote  indeed,  but  inevitable  and 
overwhelming.  Let  me  conjure  their  statesmen 
by  the  spirit  of  their  fathers ;  by  their  reverence 
of  the  patriot  whose  glory  is  not  yet  extinguished; 
by  the  virtue  which  vanquished  the  hosts  of  op- 
pression ;  bv  their  respect  for  themselves,  and 
their  regard  for  future  generations,  to  retrace 
their  steps,  to  annul  their  taws  against  emancipa- 
tion. Let  it  be  their  high  prerogative  to  resist  the 
torrent  of  prejudice,  to  sufle  the  murmurs  of  ava- 
rice and  pride. 

Let  them  boldly  avow  the  salutary  truth;  now 
is  the  time  to  provide  a  remedy  for  the  abomina- 
tion, for  the  curse  of  slavery.  Every  moment's 
delay  increases  the  evil.  Jt  ia  not  by  insulated 
and  feeble  elforts,  that  the  purpose  can  be  effected. 
A  great  and  simultaneous  exertion  can  alone  be 
equal  to  the  occasion.    Such  an  exertion  must  be 

froduced  by  a  universal  conviction  of  its  netfessity. 
t  is  only  in  an  enlightened  age,  and  in  a  virtuous 
country,  (hat  such  a  concert  of  spirit  and  action 
can  be  expected  (o  silence  the  cavils  of -ignorance 
and  cupidity.  A  general  and  sudden  emancipa- 
tion would  be  the  extreme  of  folly.  8o  great  a 
change  in  the  condition  of  a  numerous  cIbss  of 
human  beings  would  be  alike  destructive  of  ihent- 
selves  and  pernicious  to  the  community.  But. 
when  once  ine  Suies  and  the  slave  owners  will 
resolutely  determine  lo  accomplish  univereal  free- 
dom, all  difficulty  will  vanish.  Slaves  will  not 
be  denied  ail  means  of  instruction;  they  will  be 
taught  the  rudiments  of  knowledge,  of  self-govern- 
ment, and  of  moraUty.  The  most  exemplary  for 
indu^y  and  fidelity  can  be  emancipated,  and  por- 
tions of  the  waste  lands,  which  abound  in  the 
plantations,'  can  be  allotted  them  on  moderate 
rents.  Scarce  an  age  would  elapse  before  the 
slave  population,  with  such  inducements  and  such 
means^  would  assume  a  new  character,  a  highei 
grade  m  the  human  scale.    It  would  no  longer  bt 
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diffientt  to  rMoacile  ezteusiTe  enwncipetion  'witb 
the  safety  of  the  free  populaliou.  The  freedmen 
and  their  descendants,  possessing  personal  libnty, 
and  proteoted  against  opptession,  but  not  necesM' 
rity  pBrIiri]>ating  ib  pohticaJ  power,  vould  remain 
the  induslrioua  and  happy  laborers  in  the  fields, 
not  of  their  masten,  but  their  proleclora.  Secured 
in  the  fruits  of  their  industry,  they  would  be  proTi- 
dent  and  frugal;  the  product  of  their  labor  would' 
be  immensely  greatM"  than  in  a  stale  of 'slavery, 
4nd  the  proprietors  c^  the  soil,  their  former  mas- 
ters, would  derive  greater  profit  from  their  eam- 
iit»,  with  far  less  care  and  responsibility. 
^To  those  who  treat  these  sug^essions  as  chi- 
merical, the  ejperieuce  of  other  times  and  other 
nfttiouB  ouffht  to  afford  an  impressive  le»on.  The 
Tatsals  ana  serfs  of  l«udal  times  were  in  a  condi- 
tion as  degraded  and  dependent  as  the  slaves  of 
Virginia  and  the  Carotinas.  The  boors  of  the 
Busaian  and  the  Polish  nobility  and  great  land- 
holder), are  ntiaehed  to  the  soil  and  transferable 
with  it.  In  France,  before  the  Revolution,  the 
laboring  classes,  though  not  nominally  Elaves, 
ireie  so  in  reality,  and  much  more  wretched  than 
tbose  in  our  country.  Even  in  England,  the 
eoimtry  which  has  so  frequently  reproached  us  for 
(he  continuance  of  b  system  inconsistent  with  our 
principles,  tbe  laberers  in  their  manufnctnrins 
towns  are  far  more  miserable  than  the  slaves  of 
hamane  mastera.  The  latter  are  sure  of  comforts- 
Uo- sustenance,  and  are  cherished  in  srclmess  and 
^d  B^;  while  aibitrary  regulation  of  wages,  the 
liability  to  be  turned  from  employment,  the  pesti- 
leniie  of  B  crowded  population,  (be  squalid  and 
loathsome  condition  of  their  dwellings,  and  the 
horrors  of  the  noor-bouse.  all  contribute  to  make 
the  condition  of  English  laborers  in  manufoctur- 
parably  worse  than  the  slaves  of 
wretched  beings  to 
whom  I  have  alluded  not  onlywear  the  human 
feitn,  but  the  same  color  with  the  higher  classes. 
Tet  who  would  have  ths  courage  to  proclaim,  in 
those  countries,  the  necessity  or  even  the  poui' 
bilily  of  melioiating  the  condition  of  the  interior 
orders?  Whoever  should  attempt  such  an  enter- 
prise, would  be  treated  as  b  preacher  of  sedition, 
or  a  madman.  But,  can  any  one  doubt  that  the 
French  Revolution  might  have  been  arrested,  had 
tb«  nobility  and  clergy,  who  encfrossed  all  the 
property  of  the  nation,  relaxed  tneir  oppression 
only  so  fat  as  to  have  particinated  the  public  bnr- 
doiB?  They  were  deaf  to  tne  warning  voice  of 
biitoty,  and  the  terrible  explosion  of  tbe  Revolu- 
tion prostnte^  their  privileges  and  ended  their 
tsppt^mm.  In  Russia,  Poland,  and  Germany, 
aymptoms  have  appeared  of  a  disposition  in  the 
aovereini  and  in  the  privil^d  classes,  to  relax  the 
rigorof  their  yoke,  and  impart  to  their  slaves  some 
portion  of  the  rights  of  humanity,  and  the  fruits  of 
their  labor.  PoMibly,  in  those  Dationx,  a  grain  of 
MUonable  wisdom  may  rescue  them  from  the  fate 
of  inexorable  oppressors.  It  remains  to  be  seen, 
whether  there  is  wisdom  and  virtue  enough  in 
Kn«land  to  reform  abuses,  to  relieve  the  starving 
and  inproTident  victims  of  their  .manufacturing 
ayatem,  before  the  accumulation  of  vice,  of  suffer- 


ing, and  of  oppression,  shell  thfeken  to  a  tempest, 
and  jffostrate  tne  monuments  of  learning,  of  power, 
and  of  glory,  for  so  many  ages  the  biwst  of  that 
mi^ty  empire. 

To  the  wisdom  and  virtue  of  the  staveholding 
Sntesi  it  nlHst  besnbmitled,  whether  they  will  per- 
sist in  riveting  tbe  fetters  oi  their  slaves,  and  shut- 
ting every  avenue  of  emancipation,  or  whether  they 
will  devise  a  great  system,  which  shall  improve 
their  condition,  and,  ui  due  time,  extirpate  every 
vestige  of  that  curse  and  reproach  of  our  country. 
The  difference  of  color  can  be  no  obaiacle  to  the 
enlightened  plan;- it  must  be  a  perpetual  barrier, 
indeed,  aeainst  a  commixture  ot  blood,  and  will, 
therefore,! eave  to  the  raaster  superior  reelect,  the 
right  of  protect! on ,^Dd  ihe  voluntary  services  and 
laDor  of  a  gratdnl  and  happy  race,  such  a  course, 
once  folly  adopted  by  the  Bouihem  State!',  would 
increase  their  population  and  wealth,  as  the  pro- 
duct  of  labor  would  increase.  Instead  of  angry 
collisions  with  their  sister  States,  mutOal  esteem 
and  increasing  confidence  would  be  Ihe  happy  re- 
sult of  this  magnanimotis  measure.  Such  a  just 
and  enlightened  course  of  policy,  so  new  in  the 
annals  of  nations,  must  attract  the  admiration  of 
mankind,  and  the  gratitude  of  future  ages. 

Our  opponents  in  this  debate  have  frequently 
indulged  m  pointed  sarcasms  and  severe  reproacn 
on  the  supposed  arguments  in  favor  of  excluding 
slavery,  which  are  founded  on  religion  and  mo- 
rality. While  they  have  thought  proper  to  impute 
all  sBch  arguments  to  rank  hypocrisy,  they  nave 
not  failed  to  exert  all  tbeir  ingenuity  to  prove  that 
the  extension,  or,  as  they  choose  to  say,  tbe  diffn- 
sion  of  slavery,  will  diminish  the  evil;  and  that, 
consequently,  such  diflusion  is  consistent  with  mo- 
ralitv-  Many  have  gone  fartber,  and  have  assert- 
ed that  slavery  is  encouraged  in  the  Old  Testa- 
ment, and  not  forbidden  in  tbe  New;  from  vrtiich 
they  infer,  that  it  is  not  offensive  in  the  eye  of 

It  is  snffieient  for  me,  sir,  to  reply,  that  slaveiT 
is  oppressive  and  nnjust,  an  "  intolerable  evil 
and  a  curse ;"  ic  cannot,  therefore,  but  be  the  deep- 
est shade  of  immorality.  Nor  can  the  christian 
system  be  reproached  with  giving  any  countenance 
to  such  an  enormity.  The  Founder  of  our  Reli- 
gion announced  to  his  disciples  that  "  his  kingdom 
was  not  of  this  world  ;"  he  intermeddled  not  with 
"thrones  and  dominions,"  or  with  tbe  civil  insti- 
tutions of  mankind.  To  these,  indeed,  he  incul- 
cated obedience  and  submission.  In  vain  should 
we  look  in  Scripture  for  any  authority  to  resist  the 
encroachments  of  despotism;  even  our  Revolulina 
would  have  found  no  precept  there  to  break  the 
British  yoke  and  establish  our  liberties.  One  sub- 
lime maxim,  however,  comprehends  all  virtue  and 
all  duty  to  mankind :  "  Do  to  others  as  you  would 
that  tbey  should  do  to  you.''  Let  this  ne  univer- 
sally  obeved,  and  all  tyranny  will  cease,  and  re- 
sistance oe  unnecessary.  Let  this  [vevaii,  and  the 
yoke  of  fllavery  and  the  rod  of  oppression  will  be 
broken  forever.  I  should  not  have  answered  such 
observations,  nor  attempt  to  throw  remoacb  and 
riilicule  t)n  our  prioeintes,  but  to  fThltrit  the  har- 
mony which  may  be  found  in  r^igioo  and  viitne, 
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irith  the  jnst  iDterpreiation  an^  practical  eftct  of 
ma  happy  Constitution. 

Id  expressing  mjr  views  on  this  motnentons  rab- 
ject,  I  bare  not  pursued  the  [lach  of  fiKling.  The 
hannoity  of  our  netionat  Union  has  been  my  pole 
star.  GeBETal  freedom,  the  R]ual  and  inalien- 
able ri^ts  of  mankind,  are  the  pure  spirit  of  our 
republican  system.  To  resist  eneroachmeCt,  to 
guard  with  rigitancelhe  bulwarks  of  our  Consti- 
ttrtion,  is  the  duly  of  every  citizen.  By  the  failh- 
fnl'  performance  of  this  great  dnty^  ire  may  justly 
hope  the  pnmanence  of  our  liberties,  and  the  ma- 
turity of  our  glory. 

Mr.  Balmtin,  of  Pennsylvania,  next  addressed 
the  Committee,  and  spoke  also  aboat  two  hoars 
against  the  constitutional  right  of  Congress  to  im- 
pose the  restrielioD ;  and,  incidentally,  in  favor  of 
the  right  of  Congreis  to  restrict  slavery  in  the 
TerritoTies  of  the  United  Slates. 

The  Ccmmittee  then  rose. 

Friday,  February  25. 
The  SraAKEH  laid  before  the  Hoqtey  letter  from 
tb*  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  report  from 
the  Engineer  Departinent,  coniaming  the  rules 
and  regulations  for  the  govermnent  of  the  Mili- 
tary Academy  at  West  Point,  and  a  list  of  cadettt 
wiuch  wtm  attached  to  the  said  i&ademy  on  the 
lai  of  January,  1815,  and  of  sDoh  as  have  bc«n 


nbuiceths)r  came,  dtc.,  containing  alt  the  infbr- 
maticD  Mouirccl  by,  and  rendered  tn  obedienee  to, 
theresolutionof  ihe26th  of  February,  1S19;  which 
letter  and  report  w«e  referred  to  the  Conunittee 
on  Military  Afliiini. 

Mr.  CtMrMLL,  from  the  Comimtteeon  Private 
Land  Claima,  towhom  was  referred  tbe  bill  fVoin 
the  8«iale,  entitled  "An  act  for  Ute  relief  at  t}ie 
l«gal  rmresents tires  of  John  O'Conner,  deceased," 
raportcti  tbe  same  without  amendment,  and  tbe 
biu  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

lanix-bountt  certificates. 

Mr.  Cook  submitted  the  following  resolution : 
Rtaoind,  That  th«  GoniiliItc«  an  the  Pnlilic  Land* 
be  inMmeted  to  iBquiraralolba  expediency  of  enabling 
tboM  uMiaM  of  the  late  war,  wbo  ire  entitled  to  a 
land  boanty,  and  have  not  rceeiveJ  tbe  anne,  to  ob- 
tata  cwtificalea  in  liaa'tbereefy  for  anch  anra  aa  nay 
be  deamaJ  reuoaabla,  making  vech  ceitlficale  raeaiva> 
Ue  only  ui  vajoMMjot  pnUie  lamia  oSa Ad  fi>r  tale  by 
(be  United  States. 

Mr.  C  said,  in  oflaring  the  reeolAtion  to  the  con- 
sidention  of  the  Home,  he  must  confess  that  tbe 
inlensi  which  be  f^  in  the  meaaore  was  too 
strong  to  allow  ivto  meet  iu  fate,  without  offering 
somereaaons  in  its  faror.  To  those  who  have  in- 
miiimj  at  all  into  Ihit  subjeci,  said  he,  it  will  be 
nnmd  that  tbere  are  between  seven  and  eight  thou- 
sand soldieis  who  have  not  received  their  land- 
bounty;  and,  according  to  tbo  present  mode  of 
paying  thcU.  it  will  conmme  aboat  one  million 
one  Miadred  thousand  acree  of  land.  If  an^ 
measure  can  be  adopted. which  wUl  render  thin 


bounty  more  valuable  to  the  soldiefs  who  have 
fought  your  battles,  coB«}uered  yonr  enemies,  and 
^ven  lustre  to  your  national  character^  without 
injury  to  the  poblic  interest,  I  think  it  is  worthy 
of  the  consideration  of  the  Government,  and  de- 
serves to  be  adopted.  In  offering  this  bounty  to 
the  sddiers  of  yonr  army,  I  conceive  it  was  to  in- 
duce the  soldier  to  enlist  onda  your  banners ;  and 
after  performing  his  duty,  to  have  a  home,  a  rest- 
ing place  for  himself  and  his  funily.  But,  sir, 
from  the  tnanner  in  which  this  bounty  has  be«i 

S'ven,  it  must  be  manifest  to  all  who  know  any 
ing  about  it,  that  it  has  fallen  short  of  that  ob- 
ject m  a  most  unfortunate  extent.  Owing  to  the 
remoteness  of  these  lands  from  the  settled  parts' of 
the  country,  and  the  consequent  absence  of  tite 
conveniences  of  society  and  neighborhood,  the 
soldiers  have  been  unable  to  improve  their  lands, 
and,  from  tbeir  general  poverty,  have  been  com- 
pelled to  sell  them  to  tbe  specalator^  to  obtain  the 
means  of  snpjrfying  their  immediate  wants,  and 
this  too  at  so  r«uced  a  price  as  to  be  of  but  little 
service.  Indeed,  sir.  the  management  of  the  spec- 
ulaton  has  been  sucn  as  to  keep  down  tbe  price  of 
those  lands  to  the  lowest  po^ble  amount,  and 
they  wiU  continue  so  to  do,  at  least  until  the  poor, 
but  meritorious  soldiers,  have  been  riBed  of  their 
property — until  it  shall  all  be  in  their  hands. 

My  object,  then,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  to  allow  those 
soldiers  who,  from  the  tardiness  of  the  Glovemment, 
hare  not  received  their  bounty,  who  may  choose 
to  do  BO,  to  obtam  in  lieu  of  such  bounty  a  certifi- 
cate for  such  amount  as  Congress  may  think  just, 
and  nmke  such  certificates  reeov^ahle  only  in 
payment  for  pnUie  lands.  Sir,  I  believe,  if  tbe 
Government  would  give  to  [be  soldier  his  choice, 
either  to  take  his  bounty  where  the  Oovernment 
may  choose  to  assign  it  to  him,  or  to  taken  certifl. 
cate  which  would  enable  biro  to  enter  eightyacres 

(the  one  half  of  his  present  bounty)  within  the 
imits  of  the  settlements,  aflei  the  sdes  are  oyer— 
for  I  would  be  unwilling  to  give  them  a  right  of 
pre-emption  for  that  quantity — that  seme  thousands 
of  them,  who  are  now  without  homes,  living  In 
wretchedness,  would  gladly  receiresDch  certificate^ 
and  secure  themsdves  in  comfortaMe  homes.  And 
in  this  way  there  would  be  a  mutual  saving,  both 
to  the  Oovernment  and  the  soldier.  The  Qovem- 
ment  would  save  one  half  of  the  land,  and  yet 
give  to  the  stddier  more  value  to  him  than  the 
value  of  the  pment  bounty.  In  doing  thi^  Mr. 
Speaker,  the  soldier,  who  is  living  now  both  iit 
vice  and  [poverty,  would  find  an  asylum  where 
comfort  would  smile  around  him,  and  where  his 
f  icious  habits,  contracted  in  the  camp,  would  be 
corrected  by  tbe  influence  of  those  around  him, 
who  have  tosteied  the  virtues  of  civilized  life.  It 
would  also,  Vit.  Speaker,  pr^enl  an  extension  of 
.  that  princ^e  which  has  converted  so  much  of  the, 
State  of  lUiuois  at  least  into  a  t^nponry  wilder- 
ness ;  that  delightful  body  of  land  lying  between 
the  Illinois  ana  Mississippi  riteis,  embracing  more 
than  five  million  of  acres,  has  to  such  ao  extent 
fallen  into  the  bands  of  speenlators,  who  have 
bought  it  for  a  mere  trifle,  that  it  will  be  unin- 
habited for  many  years — a  section,  above  all  others, 
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wbich  it  is  desirable  to  have  settled.  The  bounty 
of  the  Goveroiaeiit,  owing  to  the  maDiier  of  cdD' 
ferriog  it,  hiu  thus  done  but  little  good  to  the 
soldier,  and  established  a  nuisance  in  that  Bourish- 
ioK  State. 

Sir,  1  have  seen  the  poor  soldier  who  has  come 
from  the  almost  eKceme  east  of  our  country  to 
Illinoia,  who  has  heard  a  fine  aud  just  description 
of  thai  State,  with  joy  in  his  countenance,  to  see 
his  land,  that  land  which  was  rendered  dear  to 
him,  becausa  he  had  fought  and  conquered  the 
enemies  of  your  country  to  obtain  it.  But  when 
he  learned  that  it  was  &o  remote  from  neighbois, 
and  from  those  indispensable  advantages  of  society, 
his  joy  was  turned  into  morlificalion,  and  he  was 
driven  to  the  shop  of  the  speculator,  to  procure,  in 
exchange  for  it,  such  bounty  as  their  generosity 
might  advance. 

1  do  think,  Mr.  Sneaker,  that  the  meliqratioa  of 
the  condition  of  such-  a  number  of  those  deserving 
men,  is  worthy  of  consideration ;  and  more  especial- 
jy  when  it  can  be  done  without  detriment  to  the 
nation.  Sir,  if  you  should  wish  hereafter  to  call 
upon  the  patriotism  of  the  people  to  fighl  your 
battles,  will  not  the  effect  of  ihia  measure  tend  to 
invite  them  (o  your  standard  1  The][  will  look 
back  with  confidence,  and  feel  safe  in  obtaining 
the  just  reward  of  their  country. 

i  do  hope,  Mr.  Speaker;  that,  notwithstanding 
the  great  mass  of  business  before  us,  this  subject 
will  receive  its  merited  consideration. 

The  question  was  then  put  wt(ether  the  House 
would  now  consider  the  resolution,  and  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  negalive. 

THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  Speaker  having  aitnounced  the  orders  of 
the  day — 

Mr.  Hill,  of  Massachusetts,  ruse,  and  said  he 
did  not  now  wish  toconsumethe  time  of  the  House 
upon  a  subject,  the  progress  of  which  seemed  to 
be  stamped  with  alt  the  marks  of  eternity.  But 
he  rose  merely  to  move  that  the  CiHiumttee  of  the 
Whole  be  discharged  from  any  further  cousidera- 
IJoa  of  the  Missouri  bill. 

Mr.  LowNDEB  said,  that  if  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  insisted  on  this  motion  being  put, 
he  would  cheerfully  vole  in  favor  it;  yet,  il  he 
would  consent  to  withdraw  his  motion  for  the  pre- 
sent, to  give  two  or  three  gentlemen  more  an  op- 
portunity to  apeak  to-day,  he  thought  it  might  be 
asavin^  of  time,  and  the  molioD  could  be  renewed 
again,  if  necessary,  to-morrow  morning,  which 
would  then,  he  thought,  receive  a  decided  support. 
Mr.  Hill  acquiesced  in  this  suggestian,and  with- 
drew bis  motion. 

The  House  then  again  went  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Cobb  in  the  chair,  on  this  bill. 

Mr.  Eavm,  of  South  Carolina,  took  the  floor, 
and  spoke  at  considerable  length  against  the 
restriction. 

Mr.  Scott,  of  Missouri,  said,  it  had  been  erro- 
neously stated  that  Missouri  demanded  that  which 
she  ought  more  modestly  to  sue  for  as  a  matter  of 
meciaTgrace  and  favor.  In  the  remarks  which  he 
should  now  have  the  honor  to  submit  on  the  sub- 


ject, he  did  not  wish  to  be  again  misimderstopd  by 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York^  (Mr. 
Tavlob,)  or  aoy  other  quarter.  Mr.  S.  did  not 
sound  the  tocsin  of  alarm — he  did  not  beat  up  fox 
volunteers  in  rebellion  against  the  constituted  au- 
thorities of  his  country. — but  he  should  degrad^ 
counteract,  an^  even  miwepiesent,  the  wishes  oi 
the  people  of  Missouri,  was  he  to  press  their  claim 
for  admission  into  the  Union  by  obsequious  sup- 
plications and  prayers,  suited  alone  to  the  taste  and 
palates  of  sycophants  or  of  tyrants.  Sit,  said  Mr. 
a.,  Missouri  aslis,  in  the  true  American  character 
of  moderation  and  firmness,  your  assistance  (o 
organize  her  State  government!  as  preparatory  to 
her  admission  in  to  the  Union.  Site  did  not  siukher- 
self  beneath  notice,  by  an  affectation  of  inferiority, 
meekness,  dependence,  and  submission,  which  sha 
did  not  feel,  nor  did  she,  by  any  rash  declarations, 
or  warlike  attitudes,  authorizu  the  ungenerous  in- 
sinuations that  there  was  in  that  people  a  moral 
unfitness  for  self-go vetnment.  There  had  been  no 
exhibition  of  such  a  spirit  of  boisterous  domination 
as  ought  to  indues  you  to  shun  their  company,  or 
to  avoid  associatioff  with  them  as  a  member  of  the 
federal  family.  Missouri  presented  beiae)f  with 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  Slates  in  one  hand, 
and  the  treaty  of  cession  in  the  other,  and  askea 
admission  into  the  Union.  She  exhibited,  as  pre- 
liminaries, a  Idng  apprenticeship  under  the  guard- 
ianship of  your  laws  ;  a  moral  capacity  and  fitness 
in  the  people  for  self-government ;  a  devoted  at- 
tachment to  the  ConsEiiution  and  laws  of  the  land  i 
a  firm  and  fixed  republican  character  ;  and  num- 
bers sufficient  to  entitle  her  to  two  Representatives. 
She  did  not  attempt  to  deceive  Coogresa  in  refer- 
ence to  her  territory,  or  the  number  of  her  inhab- 
itants ;  she  presented  an  actual  map  of  the  surveys 
of  the  country,  by  which  a  calculation  might  be 
made,  within  a  few  miles,  of  the  exact  extent  of 
her  boundaries ;  she  produced  documents  in  support 
of  her  population,  safficieal  to  satisfy  the  most  con- 
scientious and  scrupulous ;  she  was  noldriven  to  the 
subterfuge  of  counting  her  citizens  and  travellers 
In  every  county  through  which  they  might  pass,  to 
make  out  her  pretensions  to  admission,  ana  then, 
to  take  ofi'the  odium  of  this  deception,  to  christen 
the  transaction  with  the  name  qf  pions  fraud,  be- 
cause the  great  object  in  view  was  to  jump  into 
the  Union,  and  obtain  the  blessed  privilege  of  dic- 
tating to  her  superiors  and  her  neighbors.  Mr.  8. 
regretted  that  this  question  had  produced  so  much 
excitement;  he,  however,  disclaimed  the  responsi- 
bility of  ultimate  measures,  because  he  was  acting 
only  on  the  defensive,  and  was  not  one  of  the  pro- 
posers or  supporters  of  the  proposition  that  nad 
caused  it.  If  it  was  of  recent  date,  he  would  en- 
tertain some  hopes  of  its  short  duration.  But,  for 
more  than  one  year,  this  question  had  agitated 
many  sections  of  this  Government ;  it  had  mixed 
and  mingled  with  every  topic ;  it  had  operated 
on,  and  even  controlled,  elections.  He  had  seetk 
qne  instance  of  its  powerful  ijjfluencein  anad join- 
ing State,  and  he  feared  similar  sacrifices  had  ot 
would  be  made  in  other  quarters,  of  honorable  men, 
for  their  integrity  and  attachment  to  the  ptinciplea 
of  the  Constitution. 
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Mr. S.  said, that bothtbe adTocatea ror,aDd those 
opposed  to,  thJE  reslrictian,  who  had  preceded  him, 
had  divided  the  subject  into  three  heads:  the  SrEt 
resting  on  the  ConatiCutioD  ;  the  second  on  the 
treaty  of  cessionj  aod  the  third  on  the  eTpedieacy 
of  the  raeaiiure.  There  wereotherKTounas,grow 
ing  outof  the  relalioQi  of  the  United  States  and  the 
Territory  of  Mis&ouri.  and  that  hecoosidered  as  not 
only  connected  with,  cut  conclusiTe  on,  the  subject, 
and  which  he  would  hereafter  examine :  he  would, 
howerer,  first  advert  to  the  nature  of  this  proposL' 
tion,  wbkch  gentlemen  had  contended  ihey  had  the 
light  to  make.  Some  had  dignified  itwith  the  name 
of  treaty;  some  with  the  name  of  compact,  while 
others  bad  contended  for  the  broader  ground,  that 
you  have  the  power  to  restrict  Missouri,  in  virtue 
of  your  sovereignty  over  the  territory.  On  all 
occasions,  it  was  of  the  first  importance  to  under- 
stand the  question,  hut  more  particularly  so  where 
it  involved  the  pcjnciplei  of  the  Constitution,  or 
the  rights  of  tbe  people.  It  was,  then,  either  mat- 
ter of  treaty  or  compact,  between  Congress  and 
Missouri,  or  it  was  an  ordinary  act  of  legislation. 

Mr.'S.  contended  that,if  Congress  had  the  right 
to-  impose  this  restriction,  as  an  ordinary  act  of 
legislation,  by  virtue  of  their  sovereignty  over  the 
territory,  that  |ben  they  could  not  support  the 
ground  that  it  was  either  a  treaty  or  a  compact 
with  Missouri.  Vattel,  in  his  Law  of  Nations, 
page  193.  section  154,  laid  it  down  as  a  fix^d  prin- 
ciple, "that  public  treaties  can  only  be' made  by 
superior  powers,  by  sovereigns  who  contract  in  the 
name  of  the  State. '  It  was  of  the  first  importance 
in  every  State,  that  it  should  be  welt  imderstood 
where  tbe  power  of  making  treaties  resided.  It 
was  important  to  the  State  itself,  and  doubly  so  as 
related  to  foreifu  Governments  with  whom  you 
are  to  treat.  Vattel,  page  193,  section  154,  said, 
"  it  is  from  the  fuodamental  laws  of  each  Slate, 
'  that  we  must  learn  where  resid«s  thp  authority 
*  that  is  capable  of  contracting  with  validity  in  the 
.'  name  of  the  State."  By  "the  Constitution,  which 
is  the  fundamental  law  of  the  United  States,  in 
article  second^  section  second,  the  power  to  make 
treaties  was  given  to  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates  and  the  Senate,  and  that  disposition  of  this 
branch  «f  the  supreme  power,  by  tne  people,  had 
the  unequivocal  effect  of  divesting  the  House  of 
Represenla lives  of  this  power ;  not  only  the  House 
of  Representatives  jvas  deprived  of  the  exercise  of 
this  power,  hut  the  two  Houses  of  Congrest,  were 
they  of  one  accord,  had  not  the  power  to  propose 
or  make  a  treaty  ;  and  the  case  in  favor  of  his  ar- 
gument was  infinitely  stronger,  when  it  was  con- 
sidered that  the  Senate,  who,  by  the  Constitution, 
was  a  component  part  of  the  treaty-making  power, 
was,  OS  to  the  question  under  discussion,  actually 
opposed  to  its  success.  Had  the  Constitution  ^topped 
here,  it  would  have  been  sufificjent  for  all  the  pur- 
poses of  the  argument.  The  10th  section  of  the 
1st  article  had,  m  express  tertns,  inhibited  a  State 
from  "entering  into  any  treaty,  alliance,  or  con- 
federation." Was  even  a  State  to  make  a  treaty, 
it  would,  upon  principles  that  are  recognised  m 
Vattel,  page  195,  action  161,  "  be  void,Toi  want 
cf  sufflcieat  power  to  mal(e  it."    And.yel  a  State 


had  a  constitution  or  fundamental  law.  How 
would  the  argument  bear  gentlemen  out,  when  it 
was  applied  lo  a  mere  territory  not  absolutely 
sovereign  within  itu  own  lines,  and  that  had  nqt 
any  cousiitutton  or  rundamental  law?  If Missouti 
had  the  right  to  tteat  with  Congress,  it  must  be  in 
pursuance  of  her  sovereignly;  and  that  sanie  sov- 
ereignty would  give  her  the  equal  tight  to  treat  with 
any  other  power,  and  which,  if  sbe  was  to  altempt 
to  do.  he  had  little  doubt  gentlemen  would  then,  if 
not  oefore,  deny  her  power  to  accomplish.  He 
thought  it  was  sufficiently  elucidated  that  botn 
Houses  of  Conaress,  much  less  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, had  not  the  power,  in  shape  of  atreaty, 
that  a  State  had  not  the  power,  and  that  a  terrilory,  ~ 
possessing  even  less- sovereignty  than  a  Slate,  had 

Mr.  S.  said,  tkaj  the  next  ground  gentlemen  bad 
relied  on  was,  that  this  restriction  might  be  im- 
posed on  MisEoort,  by  way  of  compact  Vaad, 
paee  }92,  sectlpn  J52,  laid  it  down  "  that  treaty 
ana  compact  are  synonymous  terms,  where  perpe- 


fixed,  unalteraote,  eternal — no  change  of  time, 
circumstances,  or  conation,  was  to  place  it  in  the 
power  of  the  people  of  Missouri  to  alter  this  fea- 
ture in  thair  constitution.  He'  defined  a  compact 
to  be  an  agreement,  or  contract  to  do,  or  not  to  do, 
a  particular  thing.  Again,  agieements  were  either 
vdunlary  or  involuntary;  if  iuvoluntary  (as  this 
would  be  in  reference  lo  the  people  of  Missouri) 
it  was  competent  for  the  patty  to  avoid  it  as  early 
as  possible.  If  voluntary,  aud  had  for  its  object 
that  which  the  parties  might  lawfully  do,  it  was 
binding — the  acquisition  of  power  by  Congresa, 
by  way  of  compact  or  treaty,  beyond  what  the 
-people  had  given  themj  waa  not  a  lawful  object ; 
if  it  were.  Congress  might  progress  in  exacting  . 
from  States  a  surrender  of  powers  until  they  haS 
accumulated  sufficient  .strength  to  swallow  up  the 
whole.  And  was  any  one  State  disposed  to  make 
a  surrender  of  any  portion  of  its  powers  or  sover- 
eignty to  the  General  Government?  He  doubled 
very  much  whether,  from  tlie  evil  tend«icy  and 
dangerous  example  it  would  furnish,  the. other 
States  would  stand  by  and  see  it  done.  Mr.  S. 
would  put  thequeslion  to  gentlemen  whether  Con- 
gress conld,  by  treaty,  compact,  or  law,  surrender 
any  pf  the  powers  given  o^  Che  Constitution  for 
the  benefit  of  the  whole?  Congress  nrerebut  tlie 
bankers  of  the  people,  lo  the  amount  of  power 
deposited,  and  the  fund  could  only  be  distributed 
in  the  shape  of  laws,  when  the  necessities  of  their 
country,  or  the  good  of  the  people,  required.  The 
deposite  was  so  sacred  that  Congress  could  not 
agree  to  diminish  it  in  any  way  that  should  coun- 
teract the  purposes  for  which  it  was  given.  Con- 
gress could  Dot  agree  lo  relinquish  the  right  to  im- 
pose taxes  on  any  particular  Slate;  or  the  right  to 
regulate  commerce  in  reference  to  any  one,  or  all 
the  States;  or  give  any  preference  to  the  ports  of 
one  Slate  over  loose  of  any  other  State;  or  to  give 
to  one  State  more  exemptions  or  a  greater  repre- 
sentation than  her  federal  condition  entitled  hei 
to.  If  Congress  could  notgive  powers  to  a  Slate, 
she  could  not  take  privileges  away.    In  fact,  Con- 
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greu  could  not  reliDqnish  its  soverdf^nty  on  any 
of  the  otgects  over  which  it  is  made  soverei^  by 
die  CoDstitutJOD.  By  a  parity  of  reawDing,  a 
Slate  could  not  suireoder  By  compact  any  porlion 
of  the  eoveteigtiiy  retained  to  it  by  the  Coastiiu- 
tioD,  or  which  it  possessed  by  virtue  of  inhertfol 


Sendeut  to  enable  it  to  do  so,  and  Dot  be  id  a  cod- 
ition  of  territorial  dependence.  Slate  rights  are 
as  fblly  secured  by  the  Coa^lituiioB  as  the  rights 
of  Congress,  or  of  the  General  Government;  the 
taw  of  natioiis  and  of  nature  operated  alike  on  the 
oeneral  and  State  goremraeDts.  Vattel,  in  page 
3.  section  18,  says,  that  "  a  Slate  or  nation  is 
oniged  to  preserve  ittelf,  and  has  a  right  to  every 
thing  necessary  for  its  preservation."  The  sover- 
eignty of  a  Sute  was  necessary  for  its  happiness 
and  preservation,  and  could  not  tawlully  be  diniin- 
isbed  by  any  compact.  By  Vattd,  paee  10,  seclioD 
31^  "  the  consequenoes  of  a  good  or  bad  conslitu- 
'  tion  being  of  such  importance,  and  the  nation 
'  being  strictly  obliged  to  procure,a9  far  as  pos^ble, 
'  the  best  and  most  conveuient  one,  it  has  a  right  to 
'  every  thing  necessary  to  enable  il  to  fulSl  this 
'  obligation.  It  is  then  manifest,  that  a  nation  has 
*  an  indisputable  right  to  form,  maintain,  and  per^ 
'  feat  its  constitution;  to  regulate,at  pleasure,  every 
'  thing  relating  to  its  gorernnient,and  that  no  per- 
'  son  can  have  a  just  richt  to  hinder  it.  Oovern- 
'  tsent  is  only  established  for  the  sake  of  the  nation, 
'  with  B  view  to  its  safety  and  happiness."  A  State 
was  as  much  bound  by  the  Constitution  and  the 
law  of  nature  to  preses've  its  integrity  and  sover- 
eignty, in  reference  to  the  State,'  as  CoDgren  were 
by  the  Constitution  and  law  of  nature  to  preserve 


the  inle^iiy  and  sovereignty  of  the  n 
t  aequisiticm  or  surrender   of  powers    and    : 


An 


^gatf,  by  eithn  the  gtEneralof  a  Stale  govern. 
ment,  beyond  what  the  Constitution,  the  law  of 
nalioDs,  and  the  law  of  man  had  pointed  out, 
would  be  unlawful,  and  consequently  void. 

The  confederation  of  the  several  States  was.  in 
&trt,  nothing  more  or  lesa  than  an  alliance,  uflen- 
sive  and  delusive ;  each  State  was  an  ally  in  re- 
sard  to  all  the  other  Slates.  Missouri  proposed  to 
become  one  of  the  allies  in  the  Confederation ;  but 
she  did  not  intend  to  cpntracc  an  uaeqaal  alliance 
that  amounted  to  a  diminution  of  her  sovereignty ; 
nor  could  she,  constitutionally,  do  so  if  she  would. 
Gmttemeu  had  said  that  this  proposition,  if  acceded 
to  by  Missouri,  did  not  amount  to  a  diminution  of 
her  sovereignty;  and  that,  therefore,  she  might 
lawfully  make  tke  compact,  and  Conmss  might 
lawfully  eiact  il.  Sovereignly  in  the  Untied  States 
was  something  more  than  a  mere  name — it  was  an 
a«taai  cvndition  of  a  State.    Vattel,  page  3,sectton 

4,  said,  "any  nation  that  governs  itself,  under  what 
form  soever,  without  dependence  on  any  fsreign 
power,  is  a  soverewB  Slate;  its  rights  are  natu- 
lally  the  same  as  those  of  any  other  State."    Mi- 

5.  was  well  appticed  that  the  law  of  nations  (Vat- 
tel, page  2,  section  5)  recognised,  in  certain  cases, 
as  "sovereign  States,  those  which  had  united  them- 
'  selves  to  another  more  powerful  by  an  unequal 
'  alliance,  in  which  to  the  mora  poWerfiil  is  given 


'  more  honor — to  the  weaker  more  assistance." 
This  was  precisely  the  case  in  question;  to  the 
General  Oorernment  was  given  mote  honor,  end 
even  more  strength — to  the  State  of  Missouri niore 
protection  and  assistance.  A  most  extravagant 
doctriae  had  been  advanced  by  gentlemen,  that 
Congress  had  the  right  to  exact  by  compact  any 
thing,  and  assent  to  any  condition,  provided  the 
Stale  was  left  in  possession  of  sufficient  sovereign- 
ty to  enable  it  to  regulale  its  own  municipal  con- 
cerns; and  that,  as  the  State  of  Missouri  could 
exist  8s  a  State,  shorn  of  this  attribute  of  sove- 
reignty^  that  therefore  she  mighty  by  compact,  sur- 
render it  to  Congress.  Mr.  S.  denied  the  soundness, 
even  in  theory,  of  this  proposition,  but,  in  prac- 
tice, it  was  of  ihe  most  dajigerous  tendency;  a 
State  must  be  always  regarded  as  an  inferior  ally 
in  reference  to  all  the  other  Slates  in  the  ConfetC- 
eracy.  The  argument  that  gentlemen  drew  from 
the  power  Congress  bad  to  exact  tribute,  by  way 
of  taxes  from  the  States,  went  but  very  little  to 
support  the  proposition,  that  Congrees  had  the 
power  to  contract  for  any  portion  of  the  sove- 
reignty of  a  State.  The  payment  of  tribute,  or 
taxes,  was  no  evidence  of  the  diminntion  of  the 
sovereignty  of  a  State;  that  was  a  matter  to  which 
a  State  might  oonsent,  and  still  retain  all  ilsessen- 
tial  independence.  Vattel,  page  2,  section  7,  said, 
"  Ff)r,,lhough  the  payment  of  tribute  to  a  foreign 
'  Power  does,  in  some  degree,  diminish  (he  dignity 

*  of  those  States,  from  its  being  a  confession  of 
'  their  weakness,  yet  it  suftts  their  sovereignty  to 
'  subsist- en  I  ire."  And  in  page  S,  section  6,  "that 
'  a  weak  Slate  might,  in  order  to  provide  for  its 
'  safety,  pipce  itseff  under  the  protection  of  a  more 
'  powerful  one,  and,  in  retuni,  agree  to  perform 
'  several  offices  equivalent  to  that  protection,  with- 
'  anl  divesting  itself  of  the  rich)  of  irovemment 
'  and  sovereignty." 

The  conditions  of  these  alliances  might- be  infi- 
nildy  varied ;  tnit  Vatte),  pi^  S,  section  5,  bad 
shown  "that  whatever  they  are,  provided  theinfe- 

*  rior  allv  reserved  to  itself  the  sovawgnty,  or  the 
'  right  of  goveriHng  its  own  body,  it  ought  to  be 
'  considered  as  an  ind^Kudent  State."  Gentlemen, 
however,  siill  unconverted  to  the  great  and  essen- 
tial trtitt  in  relation  to  States,  that  they  cannot, 
by  treaty  or  compel,  constitutionally  surreniles 
any  portion  of  thejr  sovereigiity,  had,  with  an  aii 
of  triumph,  asked,  where  was  the  line  to  which 
they  might  go  without  trenching  on  the  independ- 
ence and  sovereignty  of  the  State?  Mr.  S.  would 
answer,  from  the  laws  of  nations.  Vattel,  p.  SOS, 
sect.  175,  declared,  that  "  the  sovereignty  subaisia 
'  entire  and  unimpaired,  where  none  of  id  constit- 
'  uent  rights  are  transferred  to  the  superior  ally,  or 
'  readered,  as  to  the  exertion  of  them^  dependent 
<  on  his  will.  But  the  sov^ragnty  is  impaired 
'  when  any  of  its  rights  are  ceded  to  an  ally,  or 
'  even  if  the  t^se  of  tnem  be  tntrely.  reqilered  de- 
'  pendent  on  the  will  of  that  ally." 

The  connexion  of  master  andserrant  was  a  do- 
meati.c  relation ;  the  int^conrse  between  them  was, 
in  aU  the  States,  matter  of  municipel  law ;  it  had 
been  always  considered  as  depending  en  the  con- 
stitutions and  laws  of  the  sereral  Slates,  and  not 
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:  (wht£,  to  regulate  this  connexion.    Con- 
n  tois  pattJciuar,  were  raakia^  an  effort  to 


the  sabject  of  Ibteif  a  oontrol.  The  nJationa  ex- 
isted in  other  States,  were  cotitrolled  by  their  own 
iDEtitutions,  without  Congretsioiial  ioterference ; 
it  was  their  constitutional,  nap,  eoe  of  their  con- 
Btitaent  '  '  .  .    .1  ■  -^ 

prohitHt  the  existence  of  this  retation  in  Missouri 
theyr  wwa  exertiof  themselves  to  lendw  the  exer- 
cise of  tliif  soTerei^,.coDstiiutioual,  and  constitu- 
ent right,  dependent  oa  their  will ;  and  yet  gentle- 
men arrue  that  this  is  not  a  cooipact  that  will 
diminish  the  sovereignty  of  Missouri. 

Mi.  8.  wasa^are  that  there  were  caeca  of  abso- 
lute necessity,  and  then  it  was  not  to  be  imputed 
as  a  crime,  (Vatlel,  page  303,  sect.  176,)  under  (be 
pressure  of  which  "  a  State  would  have  aiighi  to 
■  place  heTself  in  absolute  subjection,  and  renounce 
'  ner  sovereigoly  if  she  found  such  meaBurcB  ne- 
'  cessary  for  ner  preaerraiton;  by  a  much  slnmger 
'  reason  she  has  a  r^ht,  under  the  same  necesitity. 
'  to  abandon  her  aJliesj  bat  a  generous  people  will 
'  ezbaust  every  resource  befiwe  they'  subui  it  to  lenns 
'  BQ  sever*  and  humilialinff."  The  consequence 
of  acting  in  conformity  to  this  necessity  would  be, 
"  ibai  ul  former  Migag^netits  wodd  fall  to  llie 
ground,  together  with  the  power  that  had  cou' 
duded  them."  (Vatlel,  page  3,sect.  176.)  Such 
would  be  the  case  in  regard  to  Missouri ;  was  she 
to-accept  conditioaa  that  rendered  h«  absolutely 
dependent  on  the  wiUof  theGeueraiaQvecanient, 
air  her  former  and  present  engagements  would 
cease  tt)  be  binding,  because  the  sovereignty  tbiai 
made  them  so  had  ceased  ' 

mdjttio 

down  to  this:  dkat  Confreas  had  a  risbt  to  con- 
it  for  the  surrender  of  any  portion  m  the  eove- 
fty  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  provided  that 
nghi  did  not  deprive  her  of,  or  ^croech  »b, 
bar  federal  rights.  One  inameD('»exnjninatioD  of 
this  branch  of  the  question  wo«td  pnt  it  forever  at 
rest.  AU  had  agreed  that,  if  the  ezposilion  went 
to  deprive  her  of  a  federal  right,  that  the  requisi- 
ticm  could  not  be  made.  Under  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  State*,  secoi^  section.  "  Hepresenta- 
'  tives  and  direct  taction  Khali  be  apportioned 
'  among  the  several  Slates  wUcb  may  be  included 
'  within  the  Union;  Mscordiog  te  their  respective 
'  '  numbers,  which  sltall  be  deternuBed  by  adding  to 
'  thevhole  oumberof  free peiMttta,  including  those 
'  bound  to  seriioe  for  a  term  of  years,  and,  exclud- 
>  ing  Indians  not  taxed,  three-fifths  of  Rny  other 
'  persons."  He  deared  it  to  be  remembered,  that 
aU  gentlemen  had  agreed  that  Missouri  could  not 
be  deprived  of  a  federal  right :  now,  among  many 
oth^  federal  rights,  was  that  of  lepreseniation  in 
the  C<Migi«sii  oT  the  United  States,  according  to 
DtimbeTs,  to  be  calculated  in  pyrsnance  of  lhe-«rti- 
cle  of  the  Constitution  before  alluded  to.  Five 
D^foee,  then,  were  equal  to  three  whites  in  that 
enumeration,  on  whicn  representation  Was  found- 
ed. By  the  restriction  in  question,  inen.  Congress 
undertook  to  deprive  Missovri  of  the  means  of  ac- 
quiring a  federal  rigbi;  thu.s  doing  indirectly  what 
all  agreed  tould  not  be  directly  done.  Mr.  S. 
could  see-  no  subatoaiial  difiereace  between  d^iv- 


reignty  c 


-  al  ^lgh^ 
federal  ripht.  They  were,  both  the 
tight  and  the  means  of  acquiring  the  right,  as  re- 
garded MifiBouri,  vested  rights  under  the  Consti- 
tution, and  by  no  treaty,  compact,  or  law,  could 
she  be  conEtitutioodJly  deprived  of  either:  and 
was  Missouri  to  contract  for  this  surrender,  it 
would  make  the  alliance,  as.  regards  her  and  the 
other  Slates  intheUnion.in  reference  to  the  .whole 
Union,  unequal,  unlawful,  uid  consequently  void  ; 
and  witat  would  be  void,  if  done,  it  was  not.com- 

Cnt  for  the  parties  to  do.  It  was  laid  down  by 
Eel,  (page  2C3,  sec.  177,)  "(hat  every  Slate 
'  ought  to  be  jeaLmis  of  her  glory,  careful  of  maiit' 
'  tatniag  her  dignity,  and  preserving  her  indepoi- 
*  dence,  and  nothing  sbon  of  the  last  exO'emity, 
'  or  motivef  the  most  weighty  and  sitbstantial, 
'  ought  ever  h>  induce  a  people  to  contract  an  une 
'  qual  alliance.  This  oWrvatitHi  is  particularly 
'  meant  to  apply  to  treaties,  (or  compacts,)  when 
'  the  inequality  prevails  on  the  side  ot  the  weaker 
'  ally,  and  still  more  pajliculatly  to  those  uneqtial 
'  alUaaces  ifaai  degrade  the  sovereignly.  Men  of 
'  courage  and  ^spirit  will  accept  such  treaties  (or 
'  compacts)  from  nootberigands  but  those  of. impe- 
'  rious  necessity."  The- reatiietion  in  question 
would  degrade  the  soveieiKnty,  because  it  would 
diminish  the  State  iBdep«iaencc,  and  deprive  Mis- 
souri of  the  means  ot  acquirine  federal  rights ; 
and  in  tbe  i«me  proportion  that  Ihe  sovereignty  of 
Missouri  would  be  diminished,  and  the  exercise 
of  any  of  her  constituent  rights  rend»ed  de- 
pendent on  the  will  of  Congress-^n  that  exact 
proportion  would  the  powers  of  Coagreas  be  in- 
creased beyond  those  given  by  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution. Mr.  8.  hoped  that  it  was  sufficiently 
clear  that  Congress,  neither  by  treaty  nor  compact 
I  could  iacrpHse  or  diminirii  their  powers ;  nor  was 
it  competent  for  a  Stat^  by  traaty  tfr  compact,  to 
surKnder  anj  portion  of  its  Eovereignty.  It  next 
remained  to  inquire,  whether  Gonpe^  eouM,  by 
an  ordinary  act  of  legiHlation,  accompliali  the  ob- 
jecll  And  this  depended  on  the  powers  given^ 
the  Constitution. 

The  very  act  of  exacting  this  restriclioii  as  traa- 
ty, or  compact,  and  which  required  the  assent  td 
Missouri,  showed  that  it  was  a  porticm  of  tbe 
sovereignly  of  the  Stale,  that  you  cannot  take 
away  without  their  oeoaeat.  The  Constitution  (d 
the  united  States  sets  ont  with  this  principle~- 
"that  all  legislaiLve  powers  herein  granted  (not 
inferred)  shall  be  veaied-  in  a  Congrees  of  the 
United  SCalCG."  But,  even  was  the  Constitution 
silent  as  to  (be  disposition  of  powers  between  the 
General  and  State  Governments,  a  knowledge  of 
the  history  how  the  Constitution  was  formed, 
would  give  a  strong  answer  against  the  assump- 
tion, of  the  authority  now  contended  for.  The 
framers  of  llie  Constitution  were  Jealous  of  State 
r^hts,  and''therefore  left  nothing  to  be  inferred, 
against  which  they  could  possibly  provide.  Tbe 
powers  of  the  Qeneral  Go,vemment  were  the  dele- 

Sted  powers,  and  not  the  powers  of  the  States,  or 
:  rignis  cd  tbe  people  derived  from  the  Federal 
GovemmenL  All  right  and  authority  was  inhe- 
rent in  tfaepeoplQ;  they  a)ooe  were  aupreme;  they 
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■nrreBdered  a  portion  of  their  natural  and  inheTent 
tights  to  the  State  authorities,  and  a  petiion  of  the 
Federal  Government;  aad  the  nanl  by  them 
made  was  to  be  construed  only  tor  their  benefit, 
and  in  the  advancement  and  protection  of  their 
other  rights.  Congress  had  no  nowew  but  those 
ezpressi;  given,  or  those  inferrible,  an  being  abso- 
lutely necessary  and  moper  to  enable  them  lo  car- 
ry those  given  into  ineci.  The  ninth  and  tenth 
articles  of  the  amendments  to  the  Constitution 
settled  this  question:  the  first  of  which  provided, 
Aat  "  the  enumeration  in  the  CouBtitaiioa  of  cer- 
tain rights  shall  not  he  construed  to  deny  or  dis- 
parage others  retained  br  the  peojde."  And  the 
second  declared,  that  "  ifae  powers  not  delegated 
to  the  United  States  by  the  Constitution,  nor  pro- 
hibited by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the 
States,  respectively,  or  lo  the  people."  When, 
therefore.  Congress  were  abovt  to  exercise  an  au- 
thority, it  was  to  the  enumerated  powers  in  the 
ConslitQtion  that  they  were  to  loos  for  tbe  right: 
if  not'found  there,  it  did  not  exist ;  for  all  other 
than  those  were  inherent  in,  and  expressly  reserved 
la,  the  States,  and  to  the  people. 

Mr.  S.  would  not  delay  the  House  by  attempting 
a  history  of  the  aanses  aod  formation  of  the  Con- 
stitatioD.  It  was  well  known  to  have  been  a  mat- 
ter of  compromise  between  free^  sovereign,  and  in- 
depeqdent  States^  most  of  whom,  at  tne  time  of 
its  adoption,  held  more  or  less  slaves ;  nor  was  ii 
reasonable  to  suppose,  that  it  was  within  the  pur- 
view or  meaning  of  the  makers,  that,  at  any  sub- 
aoeni  period,  it  should  be  left  to  the  discretion  of 
lerpartythalmight  become  dominant,  to  impose 
daveson  those 'who  had  them  not.  contrary  to  tneir 
wishes — or  to  deprive  others  who  had  them,  or 
who  entertained  a  wish  to  acquire  that  description 
of  properly,  of  the  discretion  to  do  so.  Mr,  8.  not 
Otily  deniM  the  power  of  Congress  to  prohibit  the 
citizens  of  any  State  from  enjoying  the  advantages 
resnlting  from  the  immediate  use  of  slaves,  but  Tie 
would,  also,  repel  their  pretensions  to  legislate  in 
relation  to  the  increase.  Societies,  constitutions, 
and  laws,  were  as  much  formed  to  secure  tbe  fa- 
culties and  produce  of  property,  as  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  immediate  object  of  i>roperty  itself. 
Let  the  l^i^ators  destroy  this  principle,  and  occu- 
pancy alone,  as  in  olden  times,  would  be  tbe  only 
remaining  evidence  of  property  and  of  tight. 

Tbe  powers  given  to  Congress  by  tbe  Constitu- 
tion were  few,  express,  limited,  positive,  and  de- 
fined; the  majority  of  them  were  to  be  found  in 
tbe  8th  section  of  that  insUnment,  nod  consisted 
in  At  aothurity  to  levy  taxes,  borrow  money,  and 
regulate  commerce ;  establish  an  uniform  system 
ofbankruptcy  ;  to  regulate  the  coin,  punish  coun- 
terleitiDg,  estaUish  post  offices  and  post  roads, 
constitute  courl.s,  declare  war,  raise  armie.'t,  m(' 
tain  a  tiavy,  call  /orth  the  militia,  organize  i 
regulate  them;  to  have  exclusive  jurisdiction  o 
the  District  of  Columbia,  and  their  forts,  ma 
lines,  arsenals,  dock-yards,  and  to  make  all  li 
which  should  be  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  I 
effect  the  enumerated  powers.    Mr.  S.  could  not 
discover  that  the  authority  to  impose  restrictions 
on  State*  could  be  derived  from  any  latitude  of 


lioDstraction  growingout  of  this  section.  '  But,  the 
powers  of  Congress  were  not  only  enumerated  and 
[pressed  in  the  Constitotion  ;  the  10th  section 
as  equally  explicit  in  declaring  of  what  attributes 
of  wvereignty  the  States  shouH  be  deprived  ;  no 
State  w^s  to  enter  into  any  treaty  of  alliance, 
grant  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal,  coin  money, 
emit  bills  of  credit,  make  any  thing  but  gold  ana 
silver  a  tender,  pass  any  bill  of  attainder,  fx  post 
faotolaw,impair  contracts,  or  grant  titles  of  nobil- 
ity;  nor,wilhoutconseiilofCongress,iayimpostaor 
duties  on  imports  or  exports,  lay  any  duly  on  ton- 
nage, keep  troops  or  ships  of  war  in  time  of  peace, 
make  any  agreement  with  any  foreign  Power, 
eveo  with  a  sister  State,  or  engage  in  war,  un- 
less actually  invaded.  The  Stales,  then,iwere  di- 
vested by  the  Constitution  of  no  portion  of  sov- 
ereignty Dut  those  actually  named  and  voluntarily 
surrendered  ;  all  other  powers,  and  the  residue  of 
sovereignty,  were  inherent  in,  and  expressly  re- 
served to,  the  States  and  the  people. 

It  was  said,  that,  since  the  year  1808,  Congress 
had  power  lo  prohibit  the  roigmtion  or  importa- 
tion of  ^ch  persons  as  the  States  existing  at  the 
time  of  formmg  the  Constitution  thought  proper 
to  admit ;  aod  that, under  the  powers  given  in  that 
clause  of  the  Constitution,  Congress  might  prohibit 
the  removal  of  slaves  to  Missouri,  both  as  a  terri- 
toryand  a  Stale,and  impose  the  restriction.  The 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  not  only  admit- 
ted and  permitted,  but  was  partly  based  an  domes- 
tie  slavery ;  yet  gentlemen  said  it  was  contrary  to 
the  principles  and  genius  of  the  American  Gov- 
ernmeot — although  the  CoustitutioD  ia  but  few 
instances  reci^nised  them  to  be  free  moral  agents, 
but  acknowledged  them  to  be  property,  and  not 
freemen,  and  guarantied  to  the  master  an  owner- 
ship which  his  fellow-citizen,  living  in  another 
Slate,  and  holding  different  principles,  could  not 
le^slate  from  him.  The  8d  section  of  the  4th  ai^ 
tide  of  the  Consiittation  provided  that  "  no  person 
'  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  Stole  under  the 
'  laws  thereof,  escaping  into  another,  shall,  in  con- 
'  sequence  of  any  law  or  legislation  therein,  be  dis- 
'  charged  from  such  sCTviee  or  labor,  but  shall  be 
'  delivered  up  on  claim  of  the  party  to  whom  such 
'  service  or  labor  may  be  due."  A  sister  and  sov- 
ereign State  could  not  emancipate  staves  fleeing 
to  its  jurisdiction  ;  could  Congress,  then,  do  that 
which  the  Constitution  had  said  shoilld  not  be 
dona  by  the  independent  sovereiffnty  to  which  ihe 
fugitive  fled  7  The  framers  of  the  Constitution 
never  thought  that  Congress  had  the  authority  to 
prohibit  the  removal  of  slaves  to  any  State;  or 
that  they  WQUld  pretend  to  the  still  more  alatmiag 
power  of  Initiating  the  emancipatiofi  of  slaves 
that  were  lawfully  in,  or  might  flee  to  any  Slate. 
It  was  considered  as  an  incident  of  sovereignty,  as 
a  matter  of  State  right  and  of  municipanegisla- 
tion.  The  only  danger  was,  that  the  Slates  would 
exercise  it  to  tbe  prejudice  of  each  other  ;  againrt 
that  state  of  things  the  Constimtion  bad  guarded, 
and  deprived  the  respective  States  of  tbe  exercise 
of  that  power  which  they  had  without  such  pro- 
hibition. To  make  the  nsument  more  plain,  he 
would  state  a  case :    Could  Congress  pass  a  law 
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opeisiing  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves  in  Ken- 
tucky-, or  of  their  iaateMl  Or,  oould  Congress 
pass  a  law  decIaiiD^  that  if  a  ciuzeo  of  Eentocbr 
remored  to  Ohio  with  his  slsTes,  that  in  coaae- 
qaence  of  such-remoTal,  hie  alaves  should  be  free? 
Or,  would  it  not  depend  od  the  ConBtilutioo  and 
laws  of  Ohio  1  If,  then,  Congress  could  not  pass 
a  law  emantupaling  the  slaves  in  a  State,  or  pass 
a  law  declaiing  that  their  emancipation  should  be 
the  consequence  of  removing  them  from  one  State 
to  another  State;  it  was  not  within  the  scope  of 
his  faculties'to  discDTer  how  the  restriction  was 
authorized  bf  this  clause  of  the  Constitution.  But 
let  it,  for  argument  onir,  be  eiBDted,  that  Congress 
had  the  power  to  prohibit  the  laigration  of  uaTss 
from  any  other  State  to  Missouri,  how  far  would 
that  antnority  gire  to  C(»igre3>  tne  right  to  legis- 
late in  reference  to  the  stares,  and  the  children  of 
slarea,  that  were  now  in  Missouri  1  The  pOwer 
to  prohibit  the  migration  bad  rerereDCe  alone  to 
the  State  where  the  slaves  were,  and  not  to  Misr 
■ouri.  A  general  law,  then,  would  be  most  proper, . 
declaring  that  no  slave  sbeuld  be  removed  from 
one  State  to  another)  and  thai  would  be  a  ques- 
tion of  restriction  for  tlie  alaveholdin^  Statea  to 
submit  to,  and  not  the  qaestionof  restrictioD  in  re- 
gard to  Missouri.  The  term  nri^roMpn  indicated 
an  exercise  of  free  will,  the  exercise  of  which  was 
Bol  to  be  attributed  (o  slaves;  and  he  beliered  the 
real  meaDing  of  (hat  portion  of  the  Conaiitntion 
was  to  authorize  Congress  to  prohibit,  after  1806, . 
tliat  grcat.'influx  of  the  rabble  of  foreign  Countries, 
who,  migrating  to  the  United  States  encumbered 
with  their'  passions  and  prejudices,  miffht,  in  the 
end,  endanger  the  Constitution  and  the  Union. 
The  term  teportelion  all  understood  as  solely  in- 
tended to  provide  against  the  further  introduction, 
from  abroad,  of  the  unhappy  sons  and  daoghti'rs 
of  Africa,  and  not  to  give  to  Congress  the  power 
to  regiilate  the  distribution  of  those  that  were  here. 
The  second  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the 
Constitution  provided  that  "the  citixens  of  each 


obvious  meaning  of  this  elaose  wb&,  that  the  rights 
of  the  citizens  in  one  State  should  be  equal  to  the 
rights  of  the  cittzras  of  any  other  Siate^  and  that, 
•o  iar  a«  the  cjtizeas  of  one  State  had  tbe  right  to 
regnlate  their  matters  of  internal  poLcy,  so  far 
ahonld  the  citizens  of  any  other  Stat&baTe  the 
same  rights,  privtl^es,  and  inmiiiBitiea — not  only 
the  lights  of  the  citizens,  individually,  but  their 
rights  taken  collectivdy  as  States,  were  to  be 
eqnal  inAll  respects  whatsoeier.  For  ezamide,  if 
the  pet^e  of  the  State  of  New  York  bad  the  ex- 
eUuive  power  to  make  their  own  cMistilution  and 
laws,  and  to  provide  that  slaves  should,  or  should 
not  be  introduced,  so  the  State  of  Missouri,  to  be 
eqnal  in  power  to  the  State  of  New  York,  'must 


fourth  article  pitivided  that  '^Congress  shall. have 
'  power  to  dispose  of,  and  make  all  lieedful  rules 
'  and  regulations  respecting  the  territory  or  other. 
'  property  of  the  United  States."  The  whola  con- 
text of  this  article  showed  that  it  was  as  property, 


and  not  otherwise,  that  Congress  were  to  make 
rules  and  regulations.  Certainly  the  boldest  ad- 
vocate for  restriction  would  not  contend  thatCan- 
gresshad  any  property  in  the  persons  of  thecitizens 
of  Missouri,  because  they  were  circumstantially 
connected  with  a  Territory  over  which  they  had 
a  limited  control.  Surely  gentlemen  would  not 
undertake  to  advance  the  doctrine  that  Confess 
had  any  property. in  the  confirmed  lands  of  indi- 
viduals, or  in  the  lands  purchased  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  patented  to  tbeapurcbaser,  and  still  leei 
had  Congress  any  property  in  the  rights  of  the 
people.'  And  if  Congress  even  had  the  power  eon- 
tended  for,  white  they  owned  the  land,  it  would 
surety  cease  to  exist  so  soon  as  they  parted  with 
the  soil.  The  sovereignty  of  Congress  over  the 
territory,  as  tbe  lords  paramount,  was  but  tempo- 
rary, and  could  osly  endure  so  long  as  they  re-' 
tained  the  soil;  when  that  was  disposed  of,  their 
sovereignly  ceased  also.  Yet,  by  virtue  of  this 
brief  and  temporary  authority,  limited  in  its  ex- 
tent, and  short  in  its  duration.  Congress  were 
aboutto  fix  on  Missouri  a  never-ending  condition, 
that  was  to  continue  long  after  the  authority  On 
which  it  rested  for  existence,  had  passed  away. 
If,  in  consequence  of  owning  the  land,  Congreaa 
possessed  that  description  of  sovereignty  that 
would  authorize  them  to  legislate  tn  regard  to  the 
property  of  the  citizens  of  a  Territory  or  a  State, 
or  to  dictate  what  kind  of  properly  tbe  citizens 
should  introduce  and  hold,  then  mignt  they  at  this 
day  undertake  to  rwulate  the  a^irs  of  the  States 
of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Louisiana,  Mississippi, 
and  Alabama;  and  their  rjgbl  to  impose  restric- 
tions on  each  of  diem,  simiFar  to  that  contempla- 


rity  Confess  eoold  claim  under  this  clause  of  the 
Constitution,  was,  to  make  rules  and  regulations 
for  the  suiveying  and  dispoung  of  the  puhlic 
lands,  to  regulate  the  quantities  in  which  it  uiould 
be  sold,  the  price,  and  tbe  credit  But  this  power 
was  limited  in  its  operation  m  the  property  atone, 
and  by  no  construction  could  be  extended  to  the 
rights  of  the  oitizcns  inhabiting  the  Territory, 
Congress  had  no  power  over  the  right  or  prop^ty 
of  the  citizen,  but,  in  certain  aases,~to  levy  taxes; 
and  this  authority  vras  one  of  thoae  expressly  con- 
ferred by  the  Constitution,  and  was  not  alone 
supported  by  inference. 

Mr.  3.  would  now  take  a  short  view  of  the  gen- 
tlemen's Oibrahar,  behind  which  they  had  en- 
trenched themselvea,and  diQught  they  were  secure 
and  invulnerable.  The  third  section  of  the  fonrA 
article  provided  that  "new  Slates  may  be  admit- 
ted by  the  Conffress  into  this  Union."  But,  he 
contended  that  they  were  to  be  admitted,  on  equal 
terms,  and  to  be  equal  mtta  admission.  When 
Congress  now  used  tbe  term  State,  it  was  to  be 
understood  as  the  framera  of  the  Constitution  un- 
derstood it;  they  meant  a  fcody  noUtic,  precisely 
similar  in  alt  respects  to  those  inat  then  formed 
tbe  Confederacy,  and  were  about  to  adopt  the 
CtMistitutioD,  and  become  parties  in  tbe  Govern- 
ment. The  term  State  had  a  precise,  and,  if  gea.- 
tlemen  pleased,  a.  technical  meaning!  Its  attributes 
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wete  fieedom,  30TefeigDt]r,aDd  md^wndence.  By 
tite  prineipleB  of  our  Oovemment,  as  recognised 
bv  Ute  DedaratioD  of  American  Independence, 
to^e  were  no  parties  but  those  deternuains  to  be 
free,  concerned  or  consulted  In  making  that  decla- 
jation.  The  eioxiae  of  tfae  fVea  wilt  was  the  only 
act  oceessaiy  to  achieve  the  moral  independence 
of  anypeoi^e.  Bneh  bad  been  the  fact,  in  re^rd 
to  the  United  States;  and,  in  point  of  principle, 
■ncii  was  atill  tke  case.  If  a  new  State  only  be- 
came independent  by  ihe'  act  of  adraisstoa,  and 
was  not  free  by  virtue  of  inherrat  right  before 
admisMon,  tbea  he  inquired,  when  the  old  thirteen 
United  States  had  become  freel  Was  it  by  the 
treaty  of  peace  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-threel  No;  for  the  first.article  of  the 
treaty  only  (tekaowled«d  a  condition  that  antec»^ 
'  dently  existed, and ofmtiehthecoadoct  and deela^ 
latiooB  of  Great  Britain  caily  funUBhed  the  mo- 
tive, not  tbe  rigbt,  for  the  right  was  Irom  abpve. 
Was  it  by  (be  fomuIiiMt  and  adojrtiMi  of  the 
Federal  Cwulitution?  No;  for  tb^lCcnutinttion 
was  the  act  at.  tbcir  own  ftee  will,  wtich  of  itself 
pre-suppooed  indepeadence  ac  bein^  essential  and 
necessary  to  make  tbe  instmment  binding.  Ame- 
ricans .dated  their  ireedom  from  tbe  DwlaiatioD 
of  Independenee,  of  the  4tb  of  July,  1776.  It  was 
then  cleat  ^aC,  to  be  bee,  Eovereign,  and  indepen- 
dent, as  a  State,  it  was  only  tteeetsary  to  will  and 
to  declare  so.  To  maintain  that  independence 
requited  phyricat  force,  and  was  aitother  question 
into  which  he  wotild  pot  now  inquire. 

Mr.  S.  said  that,  as  a  territory,  tbe  Constitution 
of  tbe  United  States  was  but  rdative  to  MLeouri ; 
itwastmly  on  beconinga  State  ibatshe  would  initar 
all  the  duties,  and  partake  of  the  full  advantages, 
1^  the  CoostitatioD.  No  power  could  extend  the 
Fed«4l  G(Mstittiti()a  over  Missouri  as  a  State  ;  it 
leqnired  Iter  BiseDl  to  be  freely- given;  At  must 
ranfy  aad  accept  of  it  before  it  was  her  constitu- 
tion. AH  its  foKe  and  binding  efficacy  were  de- 
rived Trom  bei  voluniary  act ;  and  yet  gentlemen 
undertake  to  impose  a  restrictioit  on  HilatMui; 
^wii«,  as  they  say,  out  of  the  powers  contained 
m  the  Consdtulion,  when  tbat  same  Comtioition 
was  uDl  applicaUe  to  the  tenilotial  ooadition  of 
tbe  country ;  nor  was  Ae  any  parlv  to  the  iiutia- 
tneat  nntil  she  became  a  Slate,  ana  aasanied  to  its 
provisi(»is.  ,  To  admit  a  new  Stale  was  aot  solely 
the  act  of  Congress — it  was  a  campact  between 
the  new  and  the  old  Slates.  Tbe  Geneml  Qo: 
erntuent  was  confederated,  forined  by  compact  b 
twaen  separate  and  mdepeadent  Stales ;  the  parts 
«fwhicb  were,  «  ought  toba,  all  equal.  Missouri, 
as  a  new  State,  bad  tbe  ri^t  to  jola  the  compact 
npoo  fte  same  terms  that  otlters  bad  done,  lur- 
sendetin^  onl*  tke  same  prt^rtioo  of  her  inherent 
and  politMitl  libarlies.  To  make  tbe  eleclton 
join  the  coautact,  she  must  be  eonsideral  as  f 
and  indepenaent ;  for  if,  at  the  moment  of  admla. 
sion,  the  was  dependent  then  tbe  eon^HCt  would 
not  be  biitdiBg  <«.  her.  It  was  very  doabtfol 
whether  Congress  could  give  the  Eights  of  a  Slate 
to  a  depeitdency ;  bqt  he  was  quite  sare  that  Con- 
gress could  not  make  tbe  dependency  incut  the 
■^■"' ^  a  State,  because  th^  depended  on  free 


duties  of  a 


assent,  which  an  indepesdent  pet^  alone  eoold 
give.  The  fourth  section  of  the  fourth  artiele 
provided,  that  "  the  United  States  shall  guaranty 
'  to  evay  State  in  this  Union  a  republican  form 
'  of  government,  and  shall  protect  each  of  them 
'  a^iamst  invasiim  ;  and  ou  application  of  the  La- 
'  gistature,  or  of  the  EUecutive,  (when  the  Le^isla- 
'  tnre  caOBOt  be  convened,)  against  domestic  vi- 
'  olenee."  So  sacred  was  the  soil  aad  rights  of 
freemen,  that  tbe  Congress  -could  not,  without  vi- 
olating the  Cgnstiiution,  enter  tbe  confines  of  a 
State:,  even  to  protect  them  against  domestic  vi- 
oloice,  without  a  call  from  the  eoastitated  aa- 
thorities ;  yet  Congress  were  about  to  break  on  the  . 
lines  of  the  sovereignty  of  Missouri,  trample  dawn 
tbe  rights  of  the  citizens,  and  inhibit  theutroduc- 
tion  or  use  of  property  acknowle^ed  by  the  Cob- 
Btiuition  of  the  land  to  belong  to  its  citisens.  GtHt- 
ness  was  to  "  guaranty  lo  every  State  in  ihii 
Union  a  repuUican  form  of  gorernmeet."  Inde- 
pendenoe  as  a  State,  and  incorporation  into  the 
Union,  were  two  distinct  things :  tbe  first  was  in- 
herent ;  the  second  required  the  aesent  of  Con- 
gress ;  in  giving  which  assent  Consren  w«re  thai 
"  to  goaranty  a  iqaiblican  fbon  of  goftrnment." 
This  WM  not  ope  of  the  powers,  but  one  of  tfae 
duties  of  Congress,  aad  ihf  mistake  of  this  duty 
for  a  right  or  powa  had  produced  all  this  abemd 
oonstruetion  of  tbe  Constitution.  "  Congress  may 


admit  new  States  into  this  Union." 
qwke  volumes  on  the  subject.  "This  Uaitm" 
meant  tfae  Union  then  formed,  and  "the  State" 
was  to  be  such  a  State  as  was  then  entering  into 
the  Union.  If  Mis»>nri  was  admitted  under  n- 
stricttons  and  conditi<mB  that  did  not  exist  in  rda- 
tiou  to  any  of  tfae  Stales  then  existing,  it  was  not 
"into  tfae  Union"  that  Missouri  was  admitte^ 
but  into  a  new  union.  If.MiHsouri  was  eotnpcUca 
to  surMuder  more  of  hei  privilccea^  or  a  greater 
portion  of  her  Bovereienty,  to  oblam  admission 
into  the  Union,  tbnn  other  States  had  done,  then 
by  precisely  so  mach  more  of  her  tHivileges  and 
sovereignty  as  she  had  to  surrender  to  obtain  ad- 
mission, jast  so  much  the  more  did  riie  pay  f«r 
her  adnusaiim;  and  then  it  was  not  into  ''tUa 
Union"  she  was  incorporated,  hut  into  another 
Union,  formed  hy  special  compact  is  that  partis- 
ular  cnse.  And  ibus  every  Slate  thaLwaa  adtnit- 
ted  might  be  rtqntred  to  submit  to  scMne  cxtraor- 
dinary  condition,  nntil  the  orwinal  principlta  (tf 
the  Cottstitnticm  were  entirdy  lost,  and  it  would 
become  a  maCler  of  contract,  in  which  each  party 
wot^d  make  the  best  bargain  they  coold,  and  "ttua 
Union"  would  be  no  longer  "  this  ' Union  "  nor 
tpoold  the  term  State  be  any  longer  intelligiUe, 
because  it  would  ^ve  you  no  idea  of  what  were 
its  powers,  its  privities,  or  its  amibutes.  This 
argoment  might  be  farther  illustrated  by  dial  pov- 
titm  of  the  Ckinstituiioii>  that  gave  Cohgress  pow- 
er "  to  establish  an  imiftsm  rale  of  naturalizati(in.>* 
Congress  were  net  obliged  to  exercise  the  power 
at  aU ;  bat,  if  they  did  exercise  it,  Uiey  must  make 
the  rule  nntform.  So  they  were  not  obliged  to 
admit  a  Slate;  but,  if  they  did  admit  a  State,  it 
must  be  on  unifoon  principles;  for  example — 
Congnas  eould  not  say  that  the  subjects  of  France 
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should  renmin  in  a  state  of  probation  t«n  yeftrs 
before  ther  could  become  citizens,  and  ifaat  the 
inbjeets  01"  Qi«at  Britain  should  ont^  remain  five 
jreais  in  suspensian,  because  this  wouM  not  be 
uniform,  and  would  be  making  one  applicant  nay 
a  jester  price  for  the  privueges  of  citizensnip 
than  another.  Just  so  in  regard  to  Missouri — if 
admitted,  no  greater  price  was  to  be  exacted  from 
her,  in  becoming  a  state,  and  entering  into  the 
Union,  than  had  been  paid  by  aiiy  oUier  State 
heretofore  admitted.  And  the  parallel  might  be 
carried  further;  Congress  could  not  say  that  the 
foreigner  shootd  become  a  citizen,  but  Chat,  After 
be  had  become  a  citizen,  he  should  not  hold  land, 
or  any  other  description  of  properly,  because  that 
would  be  ft  condition  that  would  defeat  the  grant, 
and  a  restriction  inconsistent  with  citizenship; 
which,  when  acquired,  placed  him,  in  all  re- 
spects, on  the  ^ting  of  a.  natural-born  citizen. 
And  so  in  regard  to  Missouri ;  Coneress  might 
absolutely  refuse  her  admission ;  but,  iithey  choose 
to  admit,  they  could  impose  no  restriction  incon- 
sistent with  her  condition  as  a  State.  Other  ar- 
guments and  paratlels  might  be  shown,  but  he 
would  rest  this  branch  of  the  subject  here. 

Gentlemen,  still  doubting  their  authority  to  im- 
pose thb  restriclion,  as  derived  from  the  Consti- 
tution alope,  had  resorted  to  precedent  to  bear 
them  out.  Mr.  S.  would  also  refer  to  those  prece- 
dents, and  show  that  a  large  majority  of  them 
were  in  favot  of  Missouri,  and  the  residue^  if  pre- 
cedent at  all,  could  not  be  so  construed  in  refer- 
ence to  Missouri,  because  they  were  not  even  anat- 
(wouB.  In  the  act  of  the  Virginia  Legislature,  of 
1788,  giving  their  assent  to  the  creation  of  a  aev 
State  in  the  district  of  Kentuetry,  there  was  nc 
condition.  In  the  act  of  Congress,  of  1791,  ad- 
mitting Kentucky  into  the  Union  as  a  new  and 
entire  State,  there  was  no  condition  imposed  what- 
ever, The  next  State  admitted  was  Vermont,  in 
1791 ;  when  Congress  admitted  her  as  a  new  and 
entire  State  into  the  Union,  no  resirictten  orcondi' 
tionwa*  even  hinted  atintheact  of  admission.  In 
the  deed  of  cession  from  North  Carolina,  of  1790, 
for  that 'portion  of  territory  which  now  formed  the 
Stateof  Tennessee,  an  eiprecseKcepiion  was  made 
in  relation  to  slaves,  and  Congress  were  prohibited 
from  making  any  regulations  that  would  lend  to 
their  emancipation.  And  when,  in  1796,  Tennes- 
see became  a  Stat^  she  was  admitted  by  Congress 
into  the  Union,  without  a  condition  or  limitation 
equal  in  all  renpects  whatever,  as  one  of  the  United 
States.  When,  in  1802,  Oeorgia  ceded  to  the 
United' States  that  portion  of  territory  which  now 
composed  the  States  of  Mi^issippi  and  Alabama, 
she  had  forecast  enough  to  inhibit  the  application 
of  the  ordinance  of  1787  to  that  country ;  nor  was 
there  in  the  act  of  1817,  authorizing  the  people  of 
Mississippi  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  gov- 
ernment, or  in  the  resolution  admitting  her  into  the 
Union,  any  condition  similar  to  the  restriction  in 
question.  And  in  the  act  of  1819,  giving  the  peo^ 
pie  of  Alabama  power  to  form  their 


and  organize  their  State,  as  also 
for  their  Ecdmission,  research  might 


iana  he  would  speak  hereafter,  and  would  now 
turn  his  attention  to  the  great  and  binding  prece- 
dents  derived  from- Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  as 
predicated  on  the  ordinance  of  1787.  The  deed 
of  cession  from' Virginia,  of  1784,  was  simply  a 
transfer  of  the  sail  and  sorereisnty,  and  did  not 
contain  any  stipulation  either  for  or  against  the 
introduction  of  slaves.  Virginia  had  not  been  so 
provident  in  reference  to  the  future  settlements  in 
the  Northwest  Territory,  as  North  Carolina  and 
Oeorgia  subsequently  were,  because  they  had  the 
ordinance  of  1787  before  them,  and  Virginia  could 
not  have  anticipated  a  regulation  of  the  character 
of  that  ordinance.  When  Congress  passed  the 
ordinance  of  1787,  the  fifUi  article  contravened  the 

Srovisionsof  the  deed  of  cession  as  to  the  subsequent 
ivision  of  the  Territory  into  Slates,  and,  when 
Virginia  was  referral  to  for  her  assent  to  that  alter- 
ation, she  did,  by  her  act  of  1788.  consent  to  that 
alteration,  and  that  alteration  only ;  for  no  other 
modification  of  the  deed  of  cession  was  asked  for, 
nor  WHS  any  other  taken  into  consideration,  or 
assented  to,  by  Virginia.  The  6th  article  of  that 
ordinance  of  1787,  from  which  all  argument* 
seemed  to  be  drawn,  never  did  receive  the  consent 
of  Virginia,  but  was  an  «t  parte  act  of  legislation, 
ordinary  in  its  character,  and  similar  to  any  other 
act  of  legislation,  except  its  extraordinary  quali- 
ties of  expansion.  It  was  true  that  the  States  of 
Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  had  complied  with 
the  provision  of  that  ordinance ;  bat  it  was  not  in 
pursuance  of  its  intrinuc  binding  force;  it  was  to 
be  accounted  for  only  on  the  principle  that  the 
ordinance,  in  its  operation  on  settlers,  while  the 
country  was  yet  a  Territory,  and  subject  to  Con- 
gressional  control,  had  so  regulated  the  emigration, 
and  prepared  the  settlers  to  comply  with  tne  pro- 
visions, that,  in  forming  their  constitutions,  tney 
voluntarily  chose  to  do  so.  The  Old  Congress, 
whert  making  the  ordinance,  had  proceeded  as  in 
other  acts  of  legislation,  until  they  reached  the 
articles  of  that  ordinance ;  they  then  assnmed  the 
ground  that  those  articles  should  be  matter  of  com- 
lAct  between  the  United  Sutes  end  the  people  and 
states  northwest  of  the  Ohio.  But  with  whom 
were  those  articles  matter  of  compact  t  Not-with 
the  people,  for  there  were  but  few,  if  any,  there  ^ 
not  with  the  States,  for  there  was  not  probably 
two  thousand  people  in  the  whole  country,  ana 
they  were  hundreds  of  miles  apart,  in  little  vil- 
lages, and  knew  nothing  about  it,  nor  were  they 
ever  oonsulted,  and,  had  they  been,  no  assent  they 
could  have  given  would  have  bound  the  inhabi- 
tants now  there,  or  the  miHions  yet  unborn.  Ho, 
sir ;  it  was  a  compact  with  the  mountains,  the 
woods,  and  the  lakes,  who  were  personified  and 
made  to  consent  for  inhabitants  yet  to  come.  But,- 
Mr.  S.  said,  the  most  remarkable  circumstance 
yet  behind  ;  the  question  under  consideration 
was  one  of  the  Constitntional  powers  of  Congress 
under  the  Constitution. 

To  ascertain  what  powers  Congress  bad  under 

the  Constitution,  whicn  was  ratified  the  17th  Sep- 

the  resolntion  I  tember.  1787,  resort  was  made  to  an  ordinance  of 

be  the  13th  July,  1787,  several  months,  in  date,  prior 
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made  for  any  conditions.    Of  the  State  of  Lonia- 1  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.    Toe 
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dioance  was  passed  bjr  the  Old  CoD^eu,  under  the 
Articles  of  Con  federal  joQ.  The  ^opUoD  of  the 
Federal  Consiiiutioo  was  the  formation  of  a  new 
QorerameDt,  and  an  abolition  of  the  old ;  and  yet, 
an  ordiaaDce  passed  by  the  formei  GoTernment 
ms  brought  up  in  judgment  to  define  and  ezpomid 
thepowersof  Congress  under  Etnewand  totally  dif- 
faent  Oovernment — under  a  new  Constitution,  and 
new  organization.  Gentlemen  had  contended  that 
Congress  had  rerired  and  ratified  the  ordinance  iii 
the  act  of  1802,  relating  to  Ohio ;  the  act  of  1B16, 
relating lo  Indiana;  -and  the  act  ef  1B18, in  refer- 
ence lo  Illinois  j  these  being  the  acts  by  wiiieh  CoD' 
giess  authorized  those  Stales  to  form  a  constitution 
and  Stale  government.  But,  were  he  to  surrendo' 
thiapartortheaigumenc  to  gen tlemen,  could  it  pos- 
sibly be  deduced,  tnat,  because  Congress  had  revived 
the  ordinance  in  reference  to  any  one  or  all  those 
Stales^  that,  by  that  reviTal,  it  would  have  any 
operation  b^ond  the  State  actually  named,  and  to 
which  it  was  applied  7  Nor,  had  inequestiDa  ever 
been  made,  by  any  of  those  Slates,  which  Missouri 
DOW  mad^  how  far  Congress  had  the  power  to 
impose  the  provisions  of  that  ordinance  over  a 
Stale ;  they  had  taken  it  as  a  matter  of  course, 
because  it  comported  with  their  wishes  and  their 
will.  Missouri  did  notinteud  so  to  take  it.  becauM 
it  Oeither  promoted  her  interest,  or  complied  with 
her  wishes  or  her  will ;  nor  did  he  believe  that 
eitha:  of  those  States  would  now  acknowledge 
that  they  had  not  the  equal  right  with  an;  other 
State  of  the  Union  to  call  a  convention,  and  so 
alter  their  constitution  as  to  admit  of  slavery ;  and, 
if  they  had  this  right,  the  operation  of  the  ordi- 
nance upon  them  as  a  Stale  was  void,  and  of  no 
avaiL  The  ordinance  of  1787,  then,  was  a  dead 
letter,  so  far  as  it  had  been  resorted  to  as  famish- 


imder  tbe  Federal  Constitution,  and  it  was  equally 
iaapplicahle,  as  [vecedent,  in  relation  to  Missouri, 
because,  at  no  period  of  the  Terntoiial  govern- 
ment, had  anyportion  of  its  provisions  been  ex- 
tended  to  that  Territory,  save  only  those  principles 
that  had  been  incorporated  into  the  act  of  the  4th 
of  June,  1802,  when  the  second  grade  of  govern- 
ment had  been  conferred  upon  Missouri. 

Of  the  eight  States  of  which  Mr.  9.  bad  spoken, 
and  that  had  been  incorporated  into  the  Union 
since  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  five  of  them 
were  admitted  as  slavehold  vae  States,  and  the  other 
three  as  oou'slavcbolding  States.  Louisiana,  of 
which  he  would  now  speak,  was,  though  not  in 
order  of  time,  the  ninth. .  And  arguments  had  been 
drttWD  Aom  the  law  of  1811,  authorizing  her  to 
form  a  constitution  and  State  govnnment.  in  fa- 
vor of  the  restriction,  and  prejudicial  to  the  sov- 
ereignty of  Missouri.  The  argument  of  gentle- 
men could  gain  no  strength  by  referring  to  that 
law,  because  it  expressly  excepted  Louisiana  from 
the  operation  of  the  sixth  article  of  the  orditfance 
of  1787,  in  relation  lo  slaves.  And,  in  fact,  as 
early  as  1803,  when  a  temporary  government  was 
provided  for  that  portion  of  the  country  now  in- 
cluded in  the  Stale  of  Louisiana,  and  the  ordi' 
nance  of  1787  extended  to  them,  the  sixth  article  of 
the  ordinance  was  not  considered  applicable  lo  their  i 


condition.  Kvery  restriction  imposed  on  the  State 
of  Louisiaoa  was  precisely  those  contained  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  that  clause  thai  required  them  to  publish 
their  laws  aiui  judicial  proceedings  in  the  English 
language ;  this  provision  did  not  deduct  fn»n  Ueir 
sovereignly,  ana  was  only  shaping  their  Laws  and 
proceedings  so  as  lo  give  them  "  full  faith  and 
credit"  in  the  other  States  in  the  Union.  {Cotut. 
U.  8.,  art.  iv.,  see.  i.)  A  precedent,.to  be  binding, 
ought  to  be  a  decision  made  in  some  similar  case ; 
none  had  been  produced,  nor  did  any  exist.  The 
ordinance  of  1787,  was  passed  while  that  country 
was  in  the  first  grade  of  CSovemment — Missouri 
was  in  ihe  second  ^de.  Congress  bad  conferred 
on  Missouri  the  right  of  self.^vemment,  in  all 
respects  whatsoever  j  nor  did  be  loiow  of  any  in- 
stance in  which  Congress  had  interfered  afler  such 
a  transfer  of  their  powers.  Then,  of  the  aiEta 
States  that  had  be^  admitted  into  Ihe  Union 
since  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  six 
had  been  admitted  as  slaveholding  States,  and 
three^as  noo-slavekoldiag  Slates;  the pKcedenta, 
then,  if  of  any  force,  were  two  to  one  on  the  side 
of  Misscviri. 

But,  Mr.  8.  said,  there  was  no  absolute  necenitv 
lo  hang  any  longer  on  the  CoBslitutmnal  ^unn. 
It  was  unnecessary  to  argue  from  the  Constitution, 
or  from  precedent,  as  alone  applicable  to  Missouri. 
All  the  powers  Congress  had  over  Ihe  territory 
were  derived  from  solemn  treaty,  and  thai  same 
treaty  gave,  guarantied,  and  seemed,  the  rights 
liberties,  religion,  and  property,  of  the  citizens,  and 
he  believed  that  the  obligations  Congress  were  un- 
'  der  lo  fulfil  those  engagements,  in  reference  lo  the 
tefritory,  was  as  strong  as  their  right  to  ibecounlry 
under  tne  treaty ;  an4  a  delay,  unreasonable  in  it' 
self,  oranultimatereiiisal  onlne  part  of  Coiigiess, 
to  perfect  those  engagements,  might  be  fairly  con- 
strued to  be  laolaiDOUDt  to  an  abandonment  of  the 
country  ceded.  The  slipulalion  that  the  territory 
and  inhabilaats  should  be  incorporated  into  the 
UoioB,  was  coneunent  with  Ihe  act  of  acquisi- 
tion ;  they  formed  part  of  the  same  compact. 
When  the  pmvince  was  acquired,  it  was  made  a 
question  whether  the  United  States  could,  oonsli- 
lulionally,  purchase  and  hold  foreign  traritory; 
that  question  being  conceded,  and  settled  in  toe 
affirmative,  it  only  remained  to  inquire  how  the 
Govenunenl  would  hold  the  country  acquired — ■ 
whether  the  territory  should  be  admitted  as  States, 
in  pursuance  of  the  treaty,  or  whether  it  shoold  be 
held  as  provinces  in  vas^age.  - 

Mr.  S.  said,  that  the  people  of  Missouri  relied 
wilh  perfect  confidence,  for  admission  into  the 
Union,  on  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  30tb 
of  April,  1803 ;  the  words  of  which  were,  "  the  in- 
'  habitants  of  the  ceded  territory  nhall  he  ineorpo- 
'  rated  into  the  Union  of  tbe  United  States,  and 
'  admitted,  as  soon  as  possible,  according  lo  the 
'  jM-inciples  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  Ihe  en- 
'  joyment  of  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  immU' 

■  nities,  of  citizens  of  the  United  Stales,  and,  in  the 
'  meantime,  they  shall  be  maintained  and  protected 
'  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  tbeir  liberty,  property, 

■  aiid  tbe  religion  which  they  profess."    Various 
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ifltetpcctBiions  had  beea  giTea  te  this  arGtde  o 
InMr,  by  &e  adTOcalw  of  the  reslriclion  ;  some 
hadiuen  the  bfoad  ^otuid  thai  it  coutamtd  do 
stipulation  for  adtniaioB  aa  a  Slate  in  asy  w«i 
others  had  said  that  the  treaty,  in  refereoce  to  ll 
pcc^^  woHld  be  fulfilled,  by  giving  them  leave 
remove  eaat  of  the  Mississippi  rirer,  leaving  all 
t^ir  property  bakiDd,aDd  thereiniziag,  mtDgline, 
lutd  b«c(MDiiig  incorporated  into  the  Uaion  with 
those  who  reside  an  a  part  of  the  old  territory  of 
the  Uoited  States;  while  otberi  had  coatended 
that  Miswniri  eovid  Qoly  be  incorporated  into  the 
Uoioa  by  being  attached  to  seme  portion  of  the 
Mioicot  teirilory  of  the  United  States ;  and  othets 
had  argued  that  the  prorisioiu  of  the  treaty  only 
related  to  the  citizens  ia  the  province  at  the  lime 
of  aoquiaitioB,  and  did  not  emue  to  the  adraotage 
or  seeuiity  eTea  of  yimr  own  citizetu  that  bad  i»- 
iDoredtothetenitoiy-Bineethetreaty;aDd,to«nMn) 
tke  whole,  some  nuouaa,  won  bold  than  olhen, 
eoDMaded  thu,  if  the  nteaty  did  contain  ilqwlatioiis 
Goi  admiwion  aa  a  State  into  the  Union,  i(  wositol 
buMting.  becanae  the  PHwdent  and  Senate  cmld 
not  make  a  treaty  to  bind  Congreso.  He  wonld 
DOI  follow  ffcndemen  through  all  the  maxea  in 
which  they  bad  inrolved  themaelves,  but  would 
briefly  eiamiae  what  obligations  Congress  were 
tinder  by  the  treaty;  what  tights  the  people  had 
tuder  the  treaty ;  what  was  the  &ii  construotion 
end  interpretation  honest  smtesneo  would  eiTe 
the  treaty ;  and  what  ^[^teared  to  be  the  evidest 
Uktentiona  of  the  parties. 

.  Mr.  S.  hoped  it  was  not  necescary  for  him  to 
impiesG  on  American  slateamen  the  inviolable  faith 
that  oosbt  to  be  obserred  in  reference  to  treaties  in 
the  civilized  world.  VatUi,  page  139,  sect.  219, 
•eeiMd  Ki  trooder  that  any  man  shoald  think  or 
aetwilhoat  regard  te  them:  "Who  can  doubt  thai 
'  treaties  are  in  the  number  of  those thin^  thataie 
'  to  be  hdd  sacred  by  nations?  By  treaties  the 
'  most  important  afiairs  are  deMtinined ;  by  them 
'the  pretensions  of  lovoeiKas  are  related;  an 
'  them  nations  are  lo  depend  for  the  asknew^edg* 
'■  mmt  of  their  rigbtt,  and  the  secnritjr  of  the  dear- 
'  cat  interests.  Between  bodies  politic,  beiween 
'  aoTereigiis  whoaoknowledgeno  superior  on  eardi, 
'  iMaties  are  the  only  means  of  adjiuting  their  va- 
'  rions  preiensiMis ;  of  establi^ns  fiaeo  rules  of 

■  cittdoel;  of  aacertaiamg  what  they  are  entitlad 

<  to  expect,  and  what  they  are  to  depend  on.  Bnt 
'  (Maiies  are  no  better  than  empty  words,  if  nati^s 
'  do  not  consider  them  asre^iectable  engagements, 
'  as  rule*  which  are  to  be  inriolably  obsmed  by 
'  BovereigH,  asd  held  sacred  thioughoat  the  whole 
'  enrth."  And  VatUl  continties.  in  the  same  page, 
•eetion  220,  that  "the  faith  of  treaties,  that  firm 

<  asd  sihcere  resolution,  .that  inrartahle  constancy 

■  in  fulfilling  our  engagemcnta,  of  which  we  make 
'  profession  in  a  treaty,  is  therefore  to  be  heldsaered 
'  a«t)  inviolable  between  the  nations  of  the  earth, 
'  whose  safety  and  repoae  it  secures ;  and  if  idan- 
'  kind  be  not  wilfully  deficient  in  their  duty  to 
'  thenwelves,  iniamv  mtist  ever  be  the  portion  of 

■  him  who  Ttolates  his  faitb."  He  did  not  wish  to 
see  the  charge  retorted  on  his  GovcmmeM  that 
had  been  so  correctly  nude  by  her  in  regard  to 


Spain,  To  disregard  the  treaty  under  which  Mia- 
souri  claimed  admission  into  the  Union,  would  be 
a  double  breach  of  faith ;  first,  as  it  regarded  the 
power  with  whom  it  was  made;  next,  m  relation 
to  the  people  of  Missonri,  for  whose  exclusive  bfen- 
efit  the  third  article  was  introduced.  VaUd^  in  the 
same  page,  -section  231,  declared,  that  "he  who 
'  vii^les  his  treaties,  violates^  at  the  rame  timfL 
'  the  law  of  nations ;  for  he  disr^ards  the  feitb  of 
'  treaiiea — that  faith  which  the  law  of  nations  de- 
'  clnics  sacred;  and,  so  far  as  depends  on  him,  he 
'  renders  it  vain  and  inefiectual ;  donbly  guilty,  be 
'  does  an  injury  to  his  ally — be  does  an  injury  to 
'  all  nations,  and  infiicts  a  wonod  on  the  great  so- 
'  ciety  of  mankind."  Mr.  S.  called  on  sentlemen 
to  know  if  they  were  prepared  to  bribg  Uie  charge 
on  their  QoTentmeot,  or  to  sustain  ii  thiemselvest 
Wete  gentlemen'  ready  to  sport  with  the  engage* 
ments  of  the  nation,  and  set  the  fiiith  of  treaties  at 
defiance,  by  subjecting  them  to  whimsical  and  con- 
strained constructions  not  recognised  by  the  laws 
of  nations,  and  in  opposition  to  the  plainest  die- 
tales  of  common  sensel  He  belieTed  he  bad  now 
sufficiently  establi^ted  the  indispensab)e  necessity 
of  keeping  pranises,  aiike  interesting  to  the  con- 
tracting parties,  and  to  the  onitetsat  society  cf 
mankind. 

But  the  inteirtion  and  meaning  of  the  treaty  of 
eeasion  bad  become  matter  ot  great  doubt  with 
^Dikmen  in  favor  of  the  restiiction.  The  mean- 
ing of  the  treaty  is  said  to  be  involved,  and  the 
words  used  obscure:.  Valtil,  pa^e  S49,  section  273, 
said  that  ''words  are  only  designated  to  express 
'  the  ihoagbts ;  thu!;,  the  true  signification  of  an 
'  expression  in  common  use,  is,  the  idee  which 
'  custom  has  affixed  to  that  expression.  It  is,  then, 
'  a  gross  quihUe  to  affix  a  particular  sense  to  a 
'  word,  in  order  to  elude  the  true  sense  of  the  en- 
'  tire  expression."  The  word  "incorporate"  had 
been  said,  not  to  naean  admission  as  a  State  into 
the  Union.  Had  the  law  of  nations  and  the 
known  rales  of  conslruotiin  been  sil^t,  the  plain 
and  common  sense  of  ereryman  would  teach  him 
what  was  the  intention  of  the  parties  to  the  treaty 
from  the  "entire  expression."  It  was  not  fair  to 
select  a  single  word  from  a  wjiole  emtence,  and 
on  ttiat  alone  to  bottom  what  the  constraetioa  of 
the  whole  sentenca  was,  or  oi^^ht  to  be.  Vattd, 
pa^  249,  section  274,  declared  that  "all  these 
*  i»tiful  subtleties  are  overtiirown  by  ibb  imerring 
'  rale.  When  we  evidently  see  what  is  the  sense 
'  that  agrees  with  the  intention  of  the  contracting 
'  parties,  it  is  not  allowaUe  to  wrest  theit  words 
'  to  a  contrary  meaning.  The  intention  saffi- 
'  dendy  known  Aimishes  the  matter  of  conven- 
'  lion — what  is  promised  and  accepted,  demanded 
'  and  granted."  What,  then,  was  tbe  true  and 
Intimate  undets landing  of  being  "  incorporated 
into  the  union  of  the  United  States'?"  Did.  it, 
as  some  gentlemen  supposed,  famish  tbe  people 
with  the  privilege  of  removins  from  tbe  territory, 
from  their  property,  and  their  homes,  into  lUinoia, 
for  example,  and  there  of  being  incorporated  as 
citizens  of  the  United  States  as  a  part  of  tbe  Sute 
of  Illinois  into  tbeUnioii?  And  wonld  this  com- 
port with  that  part  of  the  tiwty  (hat  Kcured  to 
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the  inhkbitauta  their  liberty  and  their  property  T 
This  would  be  a  passing  strange  conitructioD  of 
the  treaty  in  &ct,  to  provide  fur  maintaiaing  the 
citizens  m  the  full  eojoyment  of  their  '^property," 
irkich,  to  obtain  .the  advaotage  of  incorporation 
imto  tbe  Union,  you  secure  faim  tbe  "liberty"  to 
U^re.  A  construction  such  as  the  one  contended 
for  by  ^nllemen  would  not  only  operate  the 
greatest  injustice,  and  that  we  were  not  at  liberty 
to  suppose  a  just  notion  would  do,  but  would  lead 
to  an  Bbsurdity  whicb  we  ought  always  to  avoid. 
VaOd,  page  862,  section  282,  said :  "  Every  inter- 
'  pretalion  ibat  leads  to  an  absurdity  ought  to  be 
'  rejected ;  or,  in  other  words,  we  should  not  give 
'  to  any  piece  a  meaning  from  which  any  absurd 
' consequcncea  would  follow;  but  must  interpret 
'  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to  avoid  absurdity."  He 
could  not  resist  the  conviction  that  an  interpreta- 
tion which  required  of  the  people  of  Missonri  to 
abandon  their  property  to  secure  their  liberty  as 
citizens  under  die  treaty,  or  that  forbid  their  ad- 
mission into  the  Union,  but  in  conjunction  with 
•ome  portion  of  the  ancient  territory,  was,  in  the 


parties  to  the  treaty,  which  intention,  in  all  cases 
of  national  and  municipal  taw,  was  always  to  be 
rmrded  in  cansCruin?  tbe  instrument. 

Mr.  8.  said  that  tnis  great  rule  of  construing 
the  instrument,  with  reference  to  the  intention  <» 
the  palrties,  was  laid  down  by  VaOd,  page  258. 
section  291,  "to  defeat  the  pretexts  and  piti&l 
'  evasions  of  those  who  endeavor  to  elude  laws  or 
'  treaties.  Good  faith  adheres  to  the  iatenlion, 
'  fraud  insists  on  the  terms,  when  it  thinks  that 
'  they  can  furnbh  a  cloak  foe  its  prevarications." 
The  fatal  results  that  would  accrue  to  the  rights 
of  one  party,  was  it  left  for  the  other  to  put  such 
construction  as  suited  his  interests  and  views  on 
the  instrvment,  was  too  apparent  to  rrquire  eluci- 
dation. VaOd,  page  245,  eeclion  265,  gives  it  as 
a  "general  tnaxitn  or  principle,  on  the  subject  of 
int^pretation,  that  neither  the  one  nor  the  other 
of  the  parties  interested  in  the  contract,  has  a 
right  to  interpret  the  deed  according  to  his  own 
bncy."  Nothing  coutd  be  more  clear  than  the 
propriety  of  the  mle,  was  it  eompelent  for  one 
party  to  disregard  the  intention  and  put  such  con- 
struction on  any  instrument  as  com5)orted  with 
the  views  or  policy  of  his  "fancy."  It  would  re- 
sult in  this,  that,  having  the  liberty  of  affixing 
such  meaning  ns  you  please  to  my  promise,  you 
would  have  the  power  of  obliging  me  to  do  what- 
ever you  choose,  contrary  to  my  intention,  and 
beyond  my  real  engagements;  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  if  I  am  allowed  to  explain  my  promise  as  I 
please,  I  mi^t  render  them  vain  and  illusory  by 
giving  them  a  meaning  quite  different  from  that 
which  ^ey  presented  to  you,  and  in  which  you 
must  have  understood  them  at  the  time  of  your 
accepting  them.  Neither  Missouri  nor  Congress 
bad  the  eiclusive  right  of  inteipietin^  the  tteaty 
under  which  Missouri  claimed  admission.  He 
was  however  willing,  on.  the  part  of  Missouri, 
abide  by  that  construction  which  those  rules  wou 
furnish  that  had  been  established  and  practised  i 


lon^  anterior  to  1803;  and  he  had  no  hesitation  in 
saying,  that  the  people  he  reinvsenled  would  abide 
by,  and  redeem  his  pledge,  on  this,  to  them  the 
est  important  of  all  subjeeisi 
Mr.  8,  would  not  state  it  as  his  own  opinion 
only,  but  would  support  it  by  another  reference  to 
the  law  of  nations,  Vattd,  page  345,  section  22& 
that,  "on  every  accession,  wHeDB  person  could 
'  and  ought  to  have  made  known  hts  intentions, 
we  are  to  assume  for  true  aminst  him  what  he 
has  snffici^illy  declared."  This  was  an  incon- 
trovertible principle,  and  tf  as  equally  applicable  to 
every  deseriptioa  of  agreenwnt,  whether,  in  its 
character,  of  a  public  or  private  nature;  it  was  a 
duty  which  both  individuals  and  plates  owed  to 
eacn  other,  who  did  not  mean  to  make  a  vain 
play  of  words  to  express  themselves  with  truth, 
and  according  to  their  real-  inleatioos ;  were  it 
otherwise,  it  would  be  perfectly  useless  to  form 
contracts  or  treaties;  if  the  meaning  could  be 
clearly  collected  from  tbe  whole  tenor  of<  the  in- 
strument, we  were  to  take  thatas  his  evident  in- 
tentions. Vattd,  page  246,  section  268,  ^id  that 
"in  the  interpretation  of  a  treaty,  or  of  any  deed 
'  whatever,  the  question  is  to  discover  what  the 
'  contracting  parties  have  af^reed  upon,  to  deter- 
'  mine  precisely,  on  any  particular  occasion,  what 
'  has  been  promised  and  accepted ;  that  is  to  ny, 
'  not  only  witat  one  of  the  parties  intended  to 
'  promise,  but  alsQ  what  the  other  must  reasonably 
'  and  candidly  have  supposed  to  be  promised  to 
'  him,  what  has  been  sumciently  declared  to  him, 
'  and  what  must  have  inSuenced  him  in  his  ac- 
'  ceptance."  He  inquired  of  gentlemen  whether, 
honeBtiy  and  candidly,  it  was  not  suffici^tly  evi- 
dent, from  tbe  whole  tenor  of  the  treaty  in  ques- 
tion, that  the  United  Slates  had  promised  to 
admit  the  ceded  territory  into  the  Union  as  States ; 
and  whether  that  did  not  appear  lo  be  one  of  the 
conditioDs  of  the  acceptance  of  the  terms,  and  the 
transfer  of  the  country?  .Gentlemen  had  made 
the  inquiry — "on  the.words  of  which  of  the  par- 
ties was  the  greatest  stress  to  be  laidi"  He  was 
prepared  to  give,  from  high  authority,  a  conclu- 
sive answer  to  this  Jnlerrogaioiy..  Vattd,  page 
245-6,  section  267,  said,  "it  is  very  certain  that, 
'  in  order  lo  discover  the  true  meaning  of  the  con- 
■  tract,  attention  ought  principally  to  be  paid  to 
<  the  words  of  the  promising  partv,  for  he  voluo- 
'  larily  binds  himself  by  his  words,  and  we  take 
'  for  true  against  htm  what  be  has  sufficiently 
'  declared."  The  United  States  had  voluntarily 
promised  to  "  incorporate  tbe  inhabitants  of  the 
ceded  territory  into  the  union  of  the  United 
States,"  and  we  were  lo  take  for  true  that  such 
was  the  understanding  of  the  parties  to  the  treaty  j 
and  upon  this  around  the  P^op'e  of  Missouri 
claimed  admissi^  into  the  Federal  Union  as  a 
State.  , 

Mr.  S.  would  not  enter  into  the  argument  whe- 
ther the  President  and  Senate  could,  by  treaty, 
bind  this  Hotise  to  the  performance  of  any  en- 
gagements ;  whether  the  treaty-making  power 
could  or  could  not  lay  Congress  under  obligBtions, 
was  an  abstract  proposition,  and  not  the  question 
under  consideration.    The  treaty  under  which 
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Mivouri  clkimed  bet  rights  had  not  oalf  bno 
made  bf  the  CoaatinitioiMl  and  coinpet«nt  &u- 
thonties  of  the  nitioD,  but  had  actuftt^  rcceired 
the  raoctioQ  of  this  House,  and  of  every  bninch  of 
the  Gorerament  in  every  practicable  way.  Vari' 
ons  sets  of  Congresa  had  been  passed  appropria- 
ting money  to  carry  the  treaty  into  effect  to  au- 
tb<mz«  the  Prenident  to  take  'possession  of  the 
country,  lo  esiaUish  territorial  goveritments  with- 
in the  territories — lifting  chem  from  grade  to  gmde 
of  govemmenl,  until  Louisiana  had,  in  pursuance 
of  the  treaty  and  of  the  promise  contained  in  the 
act  of  the  second  of  March,  1S05,  beea  admitted 
as  a  State  into  the  Union,  even  without  any  re- 
striction in  relation  to  slavery,  and  Missoari  had 
novr  come  prepared  to  take  the  same  step;  and,- 
however  valid  the  objection  of  gentlemen  might 
have  been  at  an  early  day,  before  Congress  had 
acted  in  regard  to  the  treaty,  it  was  dow  too  late 
to  make  the  objection,  after  an  uniform  Qoneur- 
rence  of  various  acts  of  legislation,  acknowledging 
the  binding  force  ofthe  treaty  for  eighteen  years. 

The  treaty,  then,  baviag  been  inale  by  the  con- 
stituted aothoritiesof  the  country,  having  received 
the  Oniform  sanction  of  the  National  Legislatare, 
and  bein^in  its  object  andterms  sufficiently  clear, 
the  only  remaining  question  on  this  head  was, 
what  obligations  the  QoTerument  were  under  by 
the  treaty,  and  what  were  the  rights  of  the  people 
of  Missouri.  VaOd,  page  196,  section  164,  said, 
"  as  the  engagements  of  a  treaty  impose  on  the  one 
'  hand  a  perfect  obligatibn,  they  noduce  on  the 
*  other  a  perfect  right.  The  breach  of  a  treaty  is, 
'  therefore,  a  violation  of  the  perfect  right  of  the 
'  party  with  whom  we  have  contracted,  and  this 
<  IS  an  act  of  injustice  asainst  him." 

The  obligatioos  on  the  part  of  Congress,  nnder 
this  valid  treaty,  were  "  perfect^  or  absolute ;  the 
rights  of  the  people  of  Missouri  were  also  perfect, 
hi  contemplation  of  the  parties  and  the  law  of 
natioits',  they  had  the  real  and  indubitable  right 
to  require  the  fulfilment  of  the  engagement,  a  re- 
fusal was  a  violation  of  the  rieht,  and  of  the  original 
obligation ;  there  would  no  longer  be  any  securilj 
in  the  commerce  or  contracts  between  mankind,  if 
the  faith  of  promises  were  not  regarded  in  relatioD  to 
eachother;  the  security,  the  happiness,  the  tranquil- 
lity, of  the  whole  human  race  depended  on  justice, 
and  die  rtgard  that  was  paid  to  the  rights  of  others. 
The  rights  of  the  ^ple  of  Missouri,  under  the 
treaty,  were  not  limited  to  the  bare  admission  as 
a  State  into  the  Union ;  its'  provisions  extended  to 
gecuringthem  in  their  actual  possessions  and  thi 
righta  of'  property  ;  their  right  to  ask,  nay,  ever 
donand  admission  into  the  Union  as  a  £tate,  st 
aoon  as  they  had  numbers  sufficient  to  entitle  than 
to  a  representation  on  the  floor  of  Congress,  was 
perfect,  and,  he  hoped,  would  not  be  evaded  or 

Mr.  S.  wcWld  now  proceed  to  show,  tha^  wbat- 
erei  might  have' been  the  origiaal  power  of  Con- 
gress over  the  liberties  and  moperty  of  the  people 
of  Missouri,  they  had  partes  with  that  power,  and 
confirmed  the  paople  in  all  their  rights ;  and  that 
Hissouri  has  the  right,  both  oh  the  ground  of  writ- 
ten law  and  custom,  to  declare  exemptiMi  from  the 


restriction  in  question.  Theact  ofl803  authorized 
the  President  to  take  possession  of  the  country, 
and  to  fix  a  temporary  government ;  and  that  act 
showed  that  Congress,  at  that  time,  fell  something 
like  a  due  regard  for  the  rights  of  the  people,  and 
the  obligations  of  the  treatv ;  for  it  haaaniborized 
the  President  to  employ  all  means,  including  mil- 
itary force,  to  maintain  and  protect  the  inhabitants 
in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  liberty,  property,  and 
religion,  using  the  express  words  of  the  treaty  of 

'on.'   The  act  of  1804,  by  which  the  province 

divided  into  two  tfirriiories,  and  a  temporary 
goremmrat  establis^ied  for  each,  so  far  as  regarded 
Missoari,  extended  the  poWera  of  the  Qovemor 
and  Judges  of  Indiana  over  that  Territory,  and 
gave  them  fuU  legi^ative  powen,  but  required  that 
all  the  laws  wbicTi  might  be  passed  should  be  tians- 
mitted  and  laid  before  Congress.  When  those 
officers  went  lo  the  Terripry  thej  foOnd  it  full  of 
slaves,  and  one  of  the  first  laws  they  ever  enacted, 
on  the  Ist  of  October,  1804,  was  that  regulating 
slaves}  this  law,  regulating  the  relations  between 
master  and  servant,  was  reported,  by  the  Governor 
and  Judge!!,  lo  be  laid  before  Congress  ;  and,  as  it 
might  be  out  of  order  to  say  that  Congress  bad  not 
done  their  duty,  he  was  at  liberty  to  conclude  that 
tbey  had  passed  on,  and  approved  of  the  statute. 
This  law  had  laid  open  to  Government  the  actual 
condition  of  the  country  ;  and,  although  Confess, 
with  a  full  knowledge  of  this  fact,  had  again,  as 
early  as  theBd  of  March,  1805,  legislated  in  regard 
to  tne  territory,  yet  it  bad  never  entered  into  their 
views  to  interfere  on  the  subiect ;  on  the  contrary, 
the  9tb  section  of  the  act  of  1805,  expressly  con- 
firmed and  sanctioned  all  laws  in  the  territory  at 
that  time,  of  which  that  reeulating  daveswasone, 
:i  that  we  were  no  longer  left  to  mfer  the  consent 


of  Congress  to  the  territorial  law  of  1S04,  as  re- 
garded slaves,  butwere  at  liberty  to  state  that  Con- 
gress had  solemnity  recognised  diis  description  of 
property,  and  the  right  of  the  people  to  retain  and 
regulate  it.  In  fact,  the  13th  section  of  the  law  of 
Congress  of  1804,  bad  recognised  and  continued  in 
force  all  the  laws  of  the  territoiy  at  the  time  of 
acquisition,  until  the  s«ne  sboul»be  altered,  mod* 
ifi^.or  repealed,  by  the  local  leeislature. 

All  the  Spanish  and  Frenchlaws,  written  and 
unwritten,  had  recognised  the  rights  ofthe  people 
to  have  slavea,  and  Congress  expressly  acknowl- 
edged their  validity  and  binding  force.  The  act 
of  1804  had  made  a  distinction  oetween  the  Ter- 
ritories of  Orleans  and  Louisiana,  (now  Missouri ;} 
the  10th  section  of  that  law  had  prohibited  Or- 
leans— first,  from  importing  slaves;  second,  from 
iulroducingthoseimported  after  1798;  and,diirdly, 
against  all  introduction  except  by  actual  settlers. 
But  those  provisions  were  confined  to  tbeTetrilorjr 
of  Orleans,  and  nerer  were  extended  to  the  nppa 
territory;  it  was  so  much  more  inland  that  Coii* 
gresa  believed  it  unnecessary  to  make  any  provi- 
sions'on  the  subiect,  and  the  upper  territory  waa 
left  to  act  according  to  her  own  discretion.  The 
two  acb  of  Congress  of  the  second  and  third  of 
March,  1605,  had  made  another  distinction  tliat 
was  favorable  to  the  pretension  of  Missouri :  br 
I  these  laws  the  omuipotent  ordinance  of  1787,  witn 
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the  exception  of  the  6tb  article,  was  esleadcd 
Oileuu ;  bat  do  parc^  or  clause  thereof,  had  ever 
beeti  extended'  to  Missouri ;  and  the  noDorable 
gnntleaun  from  New  Htun^ehirc  (Mr.  Claoxtt) 
vaa  TUtly  mistaken  wfaea  he  supposed  that  the 
ocdinabce  was  ever  extended  to  Missouri,  either  by 
positive  law,  or  the  ip^rence  be  had  dnwa  from 
the  powers  of  (he  QoTemor  and  Judges  of  Indiaaa 
hBvmg  been  exteaje'd  oret  the  Mississippi. 
certainly  could  not  be  sound  reasoniitgtosay,  that, 
beeanse  those  officers,  when  ia  iDdiana,  wete  Mtb- 
ject  lo  the  opeialion  of  the  ordinance,  tliat  wIkd 
thfy  Classed  the  Misaiasippij  they  had  carried  it  on 
their  shotilden  snd  pocMd  tt  oa  the  people  of  Mis- 
Bouri.    Orleans,boweTer,notwtthatanidinf thei'  '' 

faitioD  in  regard  lo  the  introduction  of  butcs 

tained  in  the  ooC  of  1904,  uid  the  extension  of 
the  ordiaance  by  the  law  oi  1S05,  bad  been  admit- 
ted into  the  Union  as  a  State,  without  an^  restric- 
tion ;  and  Missouri,  alihon^bi  -never  subjected  to 
any  leatriction  or  coatrol,  m  relation  to  slares, 
was  now,  for  the  first  time,  »tter  a  lapse  of  eighteen 
rears,  during  aU  w^ich  time  every  aicauraganent 
had  Deen  givea,  and  the  lenot  of  every  ace  nm 
counter  to  the  present  iK«tensi«ns,  to  be  appriieed 
of  ibis  dispooition  on  the  part  of  the  Oovernment, 
and  suspeeded  froio  the  UoioB  if  she  refused  to 
comply.  All  the  laws  to  which  he  had  referred, 
were  pawed  during  the  time  the  territories  werain 
the  first  grade  of  goverameot ;  asd  in  each  act, 
Congren  seemed  to  have  reserved  something  like 
a  loperintendin^  poweiover  the  territorial  laws, 
by  Inving  required  copies  of  all  their  acts  to  be 
transmitted  to  be  laid  before  Congress. 

But  the  act  of  the  4th  June,  1812,  establishing 
the  Missouri  Territory,  and  giving  the  second  grade 
cj  government,  had  dropped  this  and  all  other  iMO- 
visionstindicatingany  thing  like  a  superintendence 
over  the  lawsof  the  tenitor^iand  had  given  tothe 
IomI  le^latnre  ail  legislative  power  without  re- 
serve. This  act  had  given  to  the  Eiecolive  all 
the  powers  posaeased  by  the  Executives  of  the 
States,  and  even  more,  for  the  Oovemor  had,  in 
addition  to  granting  pardons  for  offences  against 
the  territory,  the  power  to  grant  reprieves  for  crimes 
against  the  United  Stales.  This  law  had  itga- 
lated  the  representation,  and  based  it  on  the  tree 
wbitepopiilaiiaaof  thecountry ;  thereby  acknowl- 
edging tnat  Coi^TGSa  were  well  apprixed  of  the 
existence  of  oiher  than  &ee  whiles  in  the  t^ritory. 
This  act,  in  addition  to  the  treaty,  naturalized  the 
citizeiB  and  regnlated  dieit  privtltges;  and  again 
declared  that  tree  white  males  alone  should  be  eli- 
pble  to  office^  and  competent  as  inrors.  It  gave 
to  the  l^islaiore  the  right  (o  regulate  the  rules  t^ 
its  own  proceedings,  fr««dom  from  arrest,  and  from 
qneslion  elsewhere,  and  all  and  sbsolutB'powers  of 
legislaiion,  etceptmg  and  teserring  none ;  and 
again  confirmed  all  laws  in  existence  in  the  terri- 
tory upito  that  thne,  of  which  that  regulating 
ilaves,  as  fonaerly,  was  still  one.  The  14th  aim 
tSth  secttono  of  the  act  of  181S,  contained  all  the 
wovisions,  that  now  fbnaed  the  propositions  to  the 
Slate,  in  the  law  under  consideration ;  they  were 
all  the  j)eo|de  hod  notice  of,  or  had  the  right  to 
espsci  Ccogress  wotdd  raqniie,  at  the  time  of  (heir 


admission,  and  oil,  he  believed,  Cangress  eotU 
reasonably  aii  az  FoastitutimwUy  impose. 

Mr.  S.  would  now  endeavor  to  pomt  out  some 
of  the  absurdities  and  inconiisteneies  growing  out 
of  this  sweeping  doctrine  of  geatlemen.  Th< 
lovers  of  this  caiintry  ought  to  renetaber  thai  te 
General  Oovemment  were  gradually  t 


charta,  or  to  hare  a  tall  of  righto'  dealt  o«b  w  ace, 
fM  she  had  both  in  the  Goastitiition  of  the  land 
and  in  the  treaty  of  cession — ^  only  asked  of 
Congress  the  mere  means  of  ot^omzation.  Mis- 
soun  might  do,  by  her  local  legi^tore,  what  she 
denred  Congress  now  to  do ;  sue  might  antboriae, 
by  virtue  of  mbeveht  right,  the  election  of  membas 
'  thftt  eonvntitM,  whai  met, 


to  a  convention ;  and  -       .  -, 

might  form  a  constitution — she  might  do  all  this, 
and  produee  the  patriotic  Stete  of  Temie—ec  and 
otbers,  as  an  examine. 

The  only  difficiuty  that  could  exist  in  this  cpurML 
w^mld  be  that  of  bouodoriei;  on  the  one  hmd,  all 
the  people  inteaded  to  be  included  within  Uia  State 
might  not  be  represented  in  convenlicm ;  on  (h« 
other,  the  conTeniion  might,  is  part,  be.eKnposad 
of  members,  some  of  whom  might  not  Otimftldir 
&I1  within  the  State  boundaries.  It  was  not -by 
virtue  of  any  grant  fron  Congress  that  the  people 
of  Missouri  derived  their  right  to  ibrm  a  coastitii- 
tion:  if  it  was,  then  it  would  be  competent  for 
genilemen  to  argue  that  Congress  comd  tBHOse 
conditions  in  making;  the  grant.  The  leading 
spirit  of  ail  American  institutipi^  nay,  the  essence 
of  American  liberty,  was,  that  the  pewle  hid  the 
right  to  make,  mend,  alter,  cuauge,  and 
modify,  their  own  form  of  gorernmeDt  Missouri, 
then,  only  asked  the  assistance  of  Congress  in  call- 
ing a  coBvention,  and  not  to  dictate  what  that 
convention  should  do  when  assembled.  But,  in 
affwding  this  assistaBce,  which  was  mere  matter 
of  form.  Congress  were  undertaking  to  attach  to  it 
matter  of  substance,  and  to  regulate  the  State  of 
Missouri,  and  that,  too,  permanoidy  and  ibnw, 
on  one  of  the  toost  ioaportant  points  of  iBtcrnml 

It  might  be  important  on  this  question  to  deork 
understand whatwas a comiitutioti.  Mr.>S. would 
define  it  to  be,  a  fnndamental  kw,  eataUiBhing  a 
form  of  government,  deSning  its  parts,  its  pow- 
ers, its  relatioos,  and  its  diHKs,  being  puamomtf 
to,  and  even  controlling,  the  Legidatiue.  The 
power  that  bound  a  legislature  mast  be  sove- 
reign; the  authority  that  mode  a  conititutioii  was 
that  sovereign  power,  and  ought  to  be  abore  aU 
human  control.  Bat,  if  Congress  had  the  ooUkv- 
ity  both  to  biuid  the  Legislature  of  Hissouri  and  to 
control  their  ctmvention,  then  it  followed  that 
Congress  were  the  sovereigns  of  the  peoj^etrf'Mis- 
E«ui,  and  they  were  not  Tefr  the  poor  privilope  of 
choosing  masters.  The  essential  attri  bates  olio  v* 
eteignty,  of  saying  who  shall  be  the  ralers,  and 
what  quantity  of  power  they  should  have,  and  bow 
distributedjWaatakenawayfroaithepeople.  Tkoe 
and  expenenee.  by  whi«i  all  governments  im- 
pcoved,  would  be  of  no  use  t 
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gnd  to  one  pu-t  of  tkeir  aonstiQidoQ.  The  inde- 
peaileiieeof  the  Slate,  so  far  as  it  could  be  effected 
bv  th«  op€ratioD  of  the  resDietion,  was  gone,  and 
all  modmcatioB  of  iheir  goTemment,  so  ftr  bs  it 
depended  od  th«i  Conatitaiion,  was  to  be  inhibited 
to  them.  Among  the  consielUtioa  of  States,  seem- 
ing to  act  ie  concert  tifider  one  common  head, 
clvmiDgthcadTunit^eaand  priTiJeges  of  one  com- 
mon GOBstituuon,  MiEsouri  woold  pTesent  sn  anA- 
inalofis  case  of  a  peo^e  in  America  not  gov^ned 
by  their  own  coohdI  and  free  will,  but  by  that  of 
another ;  yet,  it  was  pretended  that  this  was  self- 
govemment;  it  was, however,  a  limited,  degraded, 
conditional,  dependent  independence,  unknown  to 
the  principles  and  geoiosof  our  instiiutiona.  The 
rerv  9ct  oi  forming  a  coDStitniloD  was  a  sovereign 
and  independent  emcise  of  power,  resting  alone, 
for  the  anthority  to  do  ho.  on  the  free  will  of  those 
concerned,  and  on  the  law  of  man,  which  was 
paramoiuM  lo  all  law  and  all  conatilntions.  and, 
were  we  to  go  back  one  step  more,  it  wonld  be 
found  that  tbe  electioti  of  members  of  a  eonventton 
waaoneoftberery  first  independent  and  sovereign 
acts  tbat  a  people  cautd  do ;  for,  was  not  the  elec- 
tion of  latmban  of  a  convention  a  sovereign  act, 
the  sovereignty  of  the  people  woold  not  be  repre- 
aeoted,  which  was  effiential  in  fixing'first  prin- 
eT|deG  and  establbhiug  a  form  of  government. 
Bat,  how  did  the  case-  stand  here  t  It  was  true 
that  Mr.  8.  was  now  heard,  and  was  [jteding 
the  caose  of  the  people  of  Missoori — yes,  poorly 
pleading  it;  but  was  Missouri  represented  here? 
Had  he  a  vote  to  give  on  this  or  any  other  ques- 
tion, and  was  he  ev«  (o  give  his  assent,  it  wotdd 
sot  bind  the  most  obscQre  Individual  in  tha  land ; 
and  be  was  still  farther  deprived  of  the  privilege 
of  eniA'ittg  hiE  dissent  to  this  measure  on  the  Jour- 
nals of  the  Mouse.  The  reaction  under  debate 
was  to  form  an  irrevocable  feature  in  the  constitn- 
-tion  of  the  State  ot  Missouri,  and  Missouri  war 
not  ooly  unrepresented  in  Congress,  but  she  was 
to  be  deprived  of  th«  prisilege  of  being  rt^jWesMted 
evea  is  convention  on  this  point — that  was,  she 
should  not  exercise  her  free  will  on  this «son  other 
qkeatiods  to  be  ta-km  into  consideration  in  the  for- 
mation of  her  constitution,  but  was  absolutdy  and 
twaonditionallyto  submit  lo  Che  restriction.  This 
being  the  trae  stale  of  ihe  casCj  it  resulted 
«lMurdity,'tbal  part  of  the  eonstitution  of  the  Stale 
of  Missouri  was  to  be  leit  to  the  people,  subject '~ 
aneh  alterations  and  modiScatjons  as  time  end  e 
perienoe  should  render  necessary  j  but  the  other 
pntion*  of  the  constitulion  Cdngress  were  parties 
to,  beine  natter  of  compact,  and,  like  Ihe  laws  of 
the  Mems  and  Persians,  was  irrevocable  and  un- 
alterable. The  ooroUary,  of  the  iaoet  inconsistent 
character,  that  reaulled  from  the  restriction,  was, 
tbat  a  portion  of  the  constitution  of  the  State  oi 
MiMOurl  would  denve  its  existence  from  Congress, 
while  another-  portion  of  Che  same  eonstiuition 
gave  being  to  a  partof  Congress  itself;  where  tbe 
conClosiofi  was  so  repugnant  to  the  dictates  of 
common  sense,  we  were  compelled  to  acknowledge 
that  the  premises  were  sotnewhere  wrong. 

Mr.  S.  had  said,  that  an  act  of  Congress  to  au- 
diorizB  tbe  peo|de  of  Missouri  to  elect  members^ 
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sod  to  meet  in  convention,  was  mere  ceremony, 
and  might  have  been  done  b^  the  Territorial  Le- 
gislature. In  performing  this  act  of  eeremon)', 
what  were  Congress  about  to  do  ?  They  were 
about  to  interli^'  a  eondition,  the  effect  of  whichj. 
if  Missouri  refused  to  accede,  was,  the  authorized 
convention  of  the  people  of  Missouri  was  not  an 
authorized  Convention ;  mi  the  constitntion  itself 
which  they  bad  formed  in  pursuance  of  law,  and 
by  virtue  of  inherent  rights,  was  not  a  convention^ 
and  every  conclusion  drawn  from  Ihe  necessary 
independence  essential  to  tbe  act  amonnted  to 
nothing- 
Congress  were  about  to  prejudge  the  people  of 
Missouri.  How  did  gentlemen  know  what  provis- 
they  intended  to  make  in  their  coustitution  7 
How  did  gentlemen  know  whether  the  conslitu- 
tiimof  Missouri  would  be  republican  or  othctvrise? 
With  the  aid  of  all  theif  optics  and  political  saga- 
city, they  were  not  able  to  pronounce  that  -the 
people  of  Missouri  would  not  tender  a  constitution 
inevery  way  comporting  with  the  letter  arid  spirit 
of  the  Federal  Coosdtation,  and  perhajK  comply- 
ing with  the  wishes  of  gentlemen.  This  was  not 
the  lime  to  talk  of  conditions :  tlnpartial  judges 
always  waited  till  tbe  wiiole  case  was  laid  open, 
before  they  made  up  their  opinions.  Congress, 
tfaen,  ought  to  suspend  their  operations  until  they 
had  seen  and  examilied  the  constitution  of  Mis- 
souri :  it  was  then,  and  hot  till  then,  that  Congress 
could  be  able  to  determine  whether  its  principles 
were  republican,  and  its  provtsio^is  just.  Mr.  B, 
was  disposed  to  be  charitable,  but  he  really  could 
not  believe  that  gentlemen  were  serious  when  they 


dictate  what  should  be  the  attributes  of  sovereignty 
of  the  S(aie  of  Mieaouri,  hereafter  lo  be  formea. 
He  protested  against  theprinciple  that  the  repre- 
sentatives of  Slates  and  the  people  could  rightfully 
impose  shackles  or  restrictions  on  the  States  or  on 
the  people.  This  would  be  reversing  one  of  flie 
ptalnest  maxims,  and  placing  the  creature  above 
the  creator;  for  Ccm?resB — nay,  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution itself— was  but  the  creature  of  the  pctmle 
Biia  of  the  Statpi.  Suppose  tbe  people  of  Mis- 
souri were  to  meet  in  convention,  under  this  law 
of  Congress,  afld  to  make  a  constitution  comport- 
ing with  all  its  [Hovisions,  save  only  the  restric- 
tion, and  that  they  were  to  reject — wnat  would  be 
the  consequences.  Had  gentfemen  weighed  them, 
as  it  was  their  duty  to  do  ?  Could  Congress  do 
any  thing  mote  than  refuse  her  admission  7  Would 
Missouri  proffHss,  as  a  State  government,  out  of 
the  pale  of  the  Constitntion  and  your  laws;  ot 
would  she  resodve  back  to  a  Territory  1 — A  case 
that  mi|^t  lead  to  awfiil  consequences,  and  quite 

Erobable  to  oocur,  might  with  great  propriety  be 
ere  stated  for  the  consideration  of  tbe  members. 
Missouri  having  formed  her  constitution,  proceeds 
to  organize  her  government  elects  her  Oovemor. 
esiabliahes  her  judiciary,  appowts  her  judges,  ana 
proceeds  as  a  State.  Congress,  in  consequence  of 
ber  not  complying  With  the  restriction,  affects  to 
consider  her  as  a  Territory,  and  appoints  her  a 
Governor,  commissions  her  judges  and  other  oSl- 
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«era,  and  th^y  repair  to  their  posts  to  undertake 
their  duties.  .  The  people  of  Missouri  say,  you  are 
not  our  officers;  we  will  not  be  ruled  by,  nor  will 
■we  submit  to,  your  adjudication  on  our  rights. 
What  were  gentlemen  prepared  to  do7  Would 
Axey  shamefully  retreat,  and  pennit  Missouri  to  be 
triumphant,  or  would  they  rally  an  army,  and  force 
submiKiion  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  ?  What  1 
ahed  the  blood  of  the  people  of  Missouri — your 
friends,  your  brqthers — -oecause  they  contend  for 
the  right  of  self-go  rernm^it — for  bein^  Americans  1 
That  portion  of  the  Stales  that  think  Congress 
have  not  the  power  to  impose  restrictions  on  the 
people  of  Mis»]uri  will  not  join  in  the  crusade,  nor 
will  tney  suffer  Missouri  to  be  subdaed;  because, 
if  shc'faUs  in  contending  aeainst  ihe  principles  of 
the  restriction,  their  turn  wiU  next  come.  The  bay- 
onets of  Southern  and  Western  men  would  noi 
reach  Southern  and  Western  hearts.  '  If  it  hat: 
been  foretold  by  any  one,  that  in  the  short  period  of 
thirty-three  years  after  the  adoption  of  the  Federal 
Constitutioi\j^hat  in  America  the  spectacle  would 
hare  been  exhibited  of  a  portion  of  the  people 
contending  for  the  right  of  self-goTernment,  and 
the  right  was  to  them  denied,  he  would  not  only 
have  Been  placed  among  the  false  prophets  of  the 
day,  but  would  have  been  called  a  madman,  if  not 
a  fool.  And  yet  such  was  the  melancholy  fact, 
and  that,  too,  grarely  contended  for  on  the  floor  of 
the  American  Congress !  But  this 
onlydanger,  if  the  doctrine  of  the  rest 
carried  into  practice.  There  weFe  others,  that,  if 
not  so  immediately  obvious,  were  equally  — "-— 
one  was,  that,  under  tbb  latitude  oi  cons 
Congress  might  go  so  far  «s  to  make  the  new 
States  depend  on  Congress  for  all  their  powers 
and  all  their  privileges.  New  Stales  thus  admit- 
ted might  in  the  end  enlist  on  the  side  of  the  GreU' 
mi  Government,  and  swallow  up  the  old  States — 
producing  coosolidatibn.  They  would  naturally 
feel  degraded,  and  entertain  at  least  a  dispositiw 


the  other  side  woold  present  a  view  of  the  great 
embarrassments  that  would  arise  in  deSniog  the 
proper  line  of  jurisdiction  among  a  confederation 
of  States,  not  possessing  the  same  powers  and 
privileges.  Jealousies  and  distrusts  must  follow 
such  a  state  of  things,  that,  would  have  a  tendency 
to  disunion ;  nor  was  it  reasonable  to  suppose  that 
any  State  would  long  support  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, if  that  Government  interfered  with  its 
domestic  concerns. 

It  has  been  rightly  said  that  this  part  of  the 
Constitution  was  matter  of  compromise.  The 
framers  of  that  instrument  had  taken  special  care 
aot  to  interfere  on  those  subjects  where  the  feelings 
and  interests  of  the  several  States  were  so  much 
at  variance.  Gentlemen,  however,  more  wise  than 
their  ancestors,  wished  to  do  that,  by  an  act  of 
general  legislation,  which  the  Constitution  had 
thought  most  prudent  to  leave  to  the  States  respec- 
tively. If  Missouri  was  not  to  have  the  right  of 
domestic  slavery,  from  whence  did  the  other  States 
in  the  Union  derive  the  righll  They  enjoyed  it 
before  the  Confederation;  they  enjoyed  it  under 


the  Confederation ;  and  stipulated  for  its  duration 
and  preservation  under  ine  Constitution — that 
ConstilulioQ  which  provided  for,  not  only  the 
States  that  were  then  rarties  thereto,  but  lor  all 
other  new  Suies  that  Concress  might  thereafter 
admit  to  a  participation  in  the  cornpact. 

Mr.  S.  could  see  no  essential  dinaence  in  prin- 
ciple between  dictating  the  whole  or  any  part  of  a 
constitution  to  a  new  State,  and  the  alteration  or 
total  abolition  of  the  cmstiiution  of  an  old  State ; 
that  feature,  or  rather  that  silence  in  the  constitu- 
tions of  some  of  the  States,  which  permitted  the 
eitkens  to  hold  slaves,  seemed  particularly  to  fall 
under  the  ban  of  gentlemen,  as  anti-republican. 
If  such  was  the  fact,  and  the  power  j;on tended  for, 
in  relation  to  Missouri,  was  possessed,  why  no^ 
at  one  dash,  blot  it,  out  from  all  those  cooGtita- 
tions  1  Why  not,  in  the  rage  for  luiiversal  eman- 
cipation, liberate  all  the  cuflees  of  the  nation ; 
bring  them  to  the  hustings ;  let  them  vote ;  make 
them  alone,  on  in  pan,  eligible  to  all  the  omcet  in 
the  Government;  place  Uiem  under  the  canopy 
where  the  chairman  was  then  sitting ;  fix  them  in 
the  judgment  seats ;  promote  intermarriages ;  and 
make  us  one  people?  'If  Congress  had  the  right 
to  abolish  slavery,  they  must  have  concurrent 
right  to  abolish  the  right  of  representation  attached 
to  them.  Why  did  not  gentlemen  go  the  whole^ 
Why  fritter  down,  by  piecemeal,  tfe  rights  of  the 
slaveholding  States  1.  But  look  at  the  other  side 
of  this  mammoth  power.  He  desired  to  bring 
ihequestion  home  to  gentlemen.  A  member  from 
Ohio  (Mr.  Bacaii)  had  contended  that,  under  the 
8th  section  of  the  Constitution  that  gave  Congress 


Missouri,  because  he  bad  assumed  it  for 
granted,  that,  to  limit  the  negroes  to  certain  lati~ 
ludes,  and  to  confioe  them  within  certain  limits, 
would  be  promoting  the  common  defence  and  gen- 
eral welfare.  Now,  what  would  contribute  to  the 
common  defence  and  general  welfare  was  mere 
matter  of  opinion,  and  it  was  not  always  that  the 
means  used  produced  the  end ;  a  mistake  iir  the 
one  was  sure  to  defeat  the  other,  and  it  appeared 
to  Mr.  S.  much  more  reasonable  to  suppose  that 
the  common  defence  was  weakened,  and  the  gen- 
eral welfare  4DUch  more  endangered,  by  confining 
the  slaves  within  certain  districts,  condensing  theu 
population,  and  enabling  them  to, act  in  concert, 
than  to  spread  them  over  a  vast  extent  of  taritory, 
distributmg  them  in  small  proportions  among  the 
whiles,  and  thus  prevent  the  'probability  of  insur-' 
rection,  from  a  want  of  capacity  to  -coaeentrate 
their  forces.  If,  then,  an  occasional  majority  of 
Congress  had  the  right,  under  this  or  any  other 
clause  of  the  Constitution,  to  say  that,  in  their 
opinion,  it  promoted  the  common  defence  and 
general  welfare  that  slavery  shonld  not'exist  in 
certain  States  of  the  Union ;  a  counter  majority, 
ai  any  other  time,  under  the  same  clause  of  the 
Constitution,  would  have  the  power  to  declare 
that  it  comported  with  their  views  of  common 
defence  and  general  welfare  that  it  should  exist 
in  all  the  States,  and  that  the  non-slaveholding 
States  should  admit  slaves  within  their  borders, 
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luider  paia  of  suspenaion  oc  expulsion  Irom  the 
Uduiii.  How  would  gendemen  then  ai&ad  affect- 
ed 7  Would  they  not  then  declare  against  Ihis 
mighty  power,  exercised  opoii  mere  speculation, 
whether  this  or  that  measure  promoted  the  com- 
mon defence  and  general  welfare  of  the  nation  1 
In  point  of  fact  there  was  but  little,  if  any,  dijer- 
ence  between  taking  awajr,  or  forcing  upon,  any 
person  or  people  that  which  they  did  or  did  not 
want;  eacbwas  equally  aviolatioo  of  their  rights. 
Qovernments  were  instituted  as  much  for  the 
protection  of  the  properly  as  the  person  of  the 
governed.  So  sacred  was  tbJs  principle  that,  in 
no  instance,  by  the  Constilutionof  the  land,  could 
private  property  be  taken,  er^n  for  public  use, 
without  compensatioQ.  But  what  compeosatioD 
was  offered  to  Missouri  for  this  privation  of  her 
rights?  What  remuneration  was  offered  to  the 
alavcholding  Stales,. who  had  an  equal  interest  in 
Missouri  with  the  oon-slaveholdio^  States,  for 
this  deprivation  of  iheir  right  to  emigrate -to -that 
country  with  their  slaves?  Did  not  the  restriction 
take  &om  this  portion  of  the  community  a  jiart  of 
their  interest  in  that  Territory,  and  diminish  the 
value  of  the  lands  the^  had  already  purchased 
for  themselves  .and  iheir  children  ?  !□  fact,  it 
amounted  to  a  fraud  on  the  purcheuers;  the  lands 
had  been  sold  while  ccrtaio  regulations  existed, 
that  induced  them  to  purchase,  and  to  pay  a  higher 
price  for  the  soil;  but,jto  soon. as  Ceoareas  reap 
the  advantages  of  these  false-prete noes,  <aey  then, 
for  the  first  time,  foreclose  the  right  of  the  citizens 
to  lake  with  them  their  hahds  to  operate  on  the 
soil  wliich  they  purchased,.  alaDe- with,  that  view. 
Between  individuals  iu  a  court  of  jastice,  (if  there 
-was  anv  justice  left  in  the  land.)  money,  paid  un- 
der sucb  circHtnstances,  could  be  recovered  hack, 
and  the  enforcements  of  the  out-standing  payments 
1>e  enjoined.  By  the  Constitution  of  the  union. 
Congress  could  pass  no  "«i:^m(  ,^idolaWr.or  bill 
of  attainder,  or  an;  law  working  the  corruption  of 
blood,  or  forfeiture  of  properly/'  Tha  restriction 
in  question  was  er  pMt  /ado,  as  resarded  the  Mis- 
souriao,  because  it  divested  him  of  a  vested  liglit 
irt  the  liberation  of  his  slaves ;  it  was  er  post  /atto 
as  related  to  the  vested  right  that  the  purchaser  of 
land' acquired  at  the  time  of  purchase,  to  take  with 
him  to  the  country  any  description  of  property 
that  would  facilitate  the  improvement  aad  culti- 
vation of  his  land.  Such  was  the  inducement  and 
reasonable  expectation  at  the  time  of  purchase. 
Let  the  restriction  become  a  law,  and  the  etni- 
grant  would  stand  attainted  and  convicted  of  a 
crime  that  operated  a  forfeiture  of  his  property,  if 
he  removed  to  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  took  nis 
slaves  with  him ;  and  that  amendment  to  the  5lh 
arliele  of  the  Constitution  which  declared  that  no 
person  should  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or  p^o- 
perty,  without  due  course  of  law,  became  inoper- 
ative, and  the  citizen  was  divested  of  his  propa-ty 
without  Constitution,  or  law,  or  judge,  or  jaiY- 
Surely  gentlenten  were  wropg  when  they  sought 
refuge  lor  the  power  to  impose  this  restriction 
under  that  portion  of  the  Cionstitution  that  au- 
tborized  Congress  to  "regulate  the  intercourse 
between' the  several  States,  and  belwetn  the  Uni- 


ted States  and  forei^fn  Qovernments."  Missouri 
was  not  yet  any  portion  X  a  foreign  Goveratuent; 
and  the  right  to  make  regulations  between  the 
several  States,  was  essenti^ly  different  from  mak' 
lug  a  restriction  or  regulation  in  respect  to  one 
particular  Stale.  When  Congress  acted  between 
the  several  States,  they  had  an  eye  to  something 
like  reciprocity ;  but  here  there  was  none — all  the 
advantages  and  privileges  were  taken  from  Mis- 
souri, and  none  given  in  exchange. 

By  the  principles  of  the .  Revolution  Missouri 
could  not  oe  taxed  without  a  representation  and 
her  own  consent,  yet  she  had  been  taxed  during 
the  late  war,  and  had  most  cheerfully  furnished 
her  quota  of  men  and  of  money,,  without  murmur- 
ing or  exhibiting  one  symptom  of  discontent.  So 
much  for  a  peope's.  surrendering  the  smallest  por- 
tion of  their  rights.  Qentlemen,  presuming  on 
their  patriotism  and  love  of  country,  were  now,  iq 
continuation,  about  to  tax  them  out  of  their  rights 
and  privjle^es,  and  leave  them  without  the  means 
of  Fedresa. 

Mr.  S.  would  ask  gentlemen  whether  the  people 
of  Missouri  were  to  be  considered  freeand  indepen- 
dent before  the  formation  of  their  constitution 
and  admission  into  the  Union  1  or,  whether  Ibtj 
became  free  and  independent  only  after  their  ad- 
mission as  a  Slate?  "if  they  became  free  and  in- 
dependent alone  by  the  act  of  admission,  then  it 
would  follow  that  they  were  not  competent  to 
form  a  constituiion,  because  they  did  not  possess 
the  free  will  and  sovereisnty  that  was  essential  to 
such  an  act;  and  as  the  General  Go veriHnent 
was  confederated,  end  formed  by  compact,  Mis- 
souri could  not  be  considered  capable  of  entering 
into  the  compactive  Union  because  she  was  not 
a  &ee  agent.  But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  Missouri 
was  to  be  considered  as  free  and  independent  be- 
fore she  formed  .a  constitution  and  was  admitted 
into  the  Union,iiowwas  she  to  lose  that  jndl^iend- 
ence  afief  her.  constitution-  was  formed?  The 
case  bad  'already,  been  supposed,  that  Missouri, 
having  fanned  her  constitution,  proceeded  to  her 
operaucms  as  a  State;  he  would  now  put  it  to 

Sentlemen  in  another  shape,  and  inquire  if  they 
id  not  intend  to  use  force,  to  what  other  descrip- 
tion of  process  they  would  resort  to  effect  a  repeal 
of  the  charter  of  MisscAiri  ?  A  quo  VKtfT<mb>haA 
been  n^med.  What!  declare  Missouri  out  of  the 
pale  of  the  Constitution,  not  amenable  Co  yotir 
laws,not  a  member  of  the  federal  ftmily,  and  con- 
sequently, not  within  the  jorisdiction  of  your 
ct>OTis ;  and  yet ,  to  issue,  from  one  of  those  very 
coatts,  a  giuiearraiUo,  to  inquixe  by  what  authority 
the  people  exercised  the  right  of  self-government?  - 
Mr.  S.  said  that  if  it  was  reserved  for  him  to  make 
a  return  to  that  writ  he  would  endorse  upon  it  the 
Declaration  of  Independeoce,  and  reply  that  the 
right  WHS  from  Qod.  Gsntlemen  would  find,  thaL 
if  such  an  unhappy  state  of  things  was  produced 
by  the  restriction,  it  woold  be  necessary  to  issue 
some  other  descrrpiion  of  process  to  deprive  that 
pet^le  of  their  rifcnt  of  self-government. 

It  certainly  did  not  require  any  argument  to 
prove  that  Congress  could  not  incorporate  a  people 
and  make  them  a  State,  without  theu  consent,  aad 
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if  they  could  not,  it  followed  that  the  ooBTerse  ef 
the  propoulion  ,was  true,  that  it  ma  their  own 
free  will  and  conwnt  that  made  them  a  State, 
and  not  the  act  of  Congress.  MembeH,  however, 
hai^  takea  the  other  ground,  and  had  argued  as 
though  the  law  in  debate  was  to  constitute  the 
State  of  Missoori ;  but  (he  manner  of  its  applica- 
tion was  iivdeed  very  sii^uiai — it  wre  tbn^  That 
if  the  conttituliou  of  Missouri,  made  in  purE«ao«e 
of  this  law,  tuiiied  out  to  suit  CoDgres)^  theu  the 
Slate  and^  the  people  were  to  be  couiidered  a3  tx 
piM  fado  vtdg)ei>dent,  but  if  thai  eonstilution,  on 
preseutation,  was  oot  palatable,  Ihen,  this  leffer- 
demiMi  ^oUcy  did  not  attach  to  the  condition  of 
Missoun,  and  she  was  to  be  considered  as  not  ha 
iog  acted  at  all.  The  same  laws  and  principles  of 
eteroal  justice,  that  ought  to  regulate  individuals 
itf  thdr  private  transactions,  ought  also  to  be  re- 
nrded  by  Sistes  and  nations;  one  of  these  was, 
that  a  bond  or  an  indentore,  entered  into  under 
durem,  was  not  binding  on  the  party.  By  a  parity 
of  reasoning,  was  Missouri  to  forma  constitution 
nodei  the  ban  of  the  nation,  would  it  be  binding 
OB  ha  after  admission  T 

If  the  eround  taken  by  gentlemen,  practically 
speaking,  oe  correct,  that  all  negroes  and  their  in- 
crease are  naturally  free,  why  dragoon  Missouri 
into  a  Constitutionalacknowled^entof  (be  factl 
Why  tnake  them  declare  what  the  law  of  nature 
had  already  declared?  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
attitude  assumed  be  indefeasible,  why  enact  a 
strieiton  that  tbe  State  could  turn  roand  and 

Eill    Why  produce  snch  an  unpleasant  cotlisi 
tween  the  Federal  and  State  authorities!  It  w 
indeed,  matter  of  regret  to  see  gentlenieii  persevi 
in  spending  their  time  and  the  people's  money 
legislating  to  no  effect,  as  though  they  were  i 
puted  here  to  rivet,  either  by  direct  or  indirect 
means,  the  shackles  on  a  portion  of  their  fellow- 
etlizeifs.    Missonii  did  not  intend,  by  any  act  of 
hers,  tofurnieb  the  argument,  that  she  had  con- 
sented to  remain  in,  or  to  return  to  vassalage.    And 
was  she  to  meet  and  form  a  constitution  under 
such  circmpstances,  and  then,  at  any  subsequent 
period,  to  attempt  1o  alter  the  restriction,  or  shake 
off  diis  odious  badge  of  degradqtioo  and  distrust, 
the  advocates  of  the  measure  would  then  say,  that, 
whether  tbev  had  the  right  to  impose  the  restric- 
tion or  not,  Missouri  had  consented  to  it;  that  the 
people  had  voluntarily  entered  into 
that  they  and  all  posterity  were  bound  on  the  sub- 
■  -'     This—  '■'  ' 


ject. 


is  would  be  an  unwarrantable,  if  n 


Dthe 


',,  against  a  rapposed  weakneu  and  ^m- 

{ilieity  on  the  other.  This,  in  fact,  would  only  be 
a  supposition;  for  a  people  conle&diug  for  their 
lightE  were  always  strong. 

It  was  his  duty  to  apprize  gentlemen  of  the 
slate  of  the  caae.  He  ow«i  it  to  the  people  he 
tcfireseBted,  to  speak  their  sentiments  and  their  de- 
terminations, of  which  he  was  well  advised;  and 
he  owed  it  to  the  Representatives  of  the  nation  to 
tell  them  the  truth,  however  rash  it  might  be  deem- 
ed, because  the  people  they  represented  might  one 
day  bleed  in  contending'  for  and  against  this  re- 
— ■--■-      °-  "■- trua  ■         '■        ■    ■ 


atriction.     But  tjie 


I  was,  that,  although  the 


i  accustomed  to  look  to 
„  ,  ,  and  as  tbe  dispenaen  of 

all  good,  they  had  not  lost  the  dignity  or  their  na- 
any  more  than  the  citizens  ol  States,  who 
accustomed  to  look  to  their  own  States  for 
supreme  authority.  Theindependeoce  of  thatpeo- 
ple  could  only  be  taken  from  theu  by  omquan  or 
CMisent — he  did  not  d^iy  the  power  of  the  Gene- 
ral Qovernment  to  conquer  or  compel  lobmiaioD, 
but  consent  to  this  restriction  they  never  would. 
They  would  not  acknowledge  that  ladependeBce 
was  no[  their  birthright  with  others.  Had  the 
Territory  of  Missouri  sufficient  physical  strength 
to  assert  her  rights,  no  attempt  woutfl  then  be  made 
to  iinposeiiluE  or  any  other  resfiictiOD;  her  ap- 

E roach  to  goo4  fellowship  and  the  Union  would 
e  bailed  from  afar;  she  wourd  be  greeted  with 
voiles,  and  not  laughed  to  scorn. 

The  authority  now  contended  for  would  ^ive 
the  equal  right  to  distribute  and  regulate  aU  the 
powers  of  the  internal  government  of  Missouri. 
Under  this  alarming  latitude  of  construction,  Con- 
gress might  give  to  tbe  mlers^f  the  State  all  (be 
powers,  and  produce  an  aristocracy,  Ot  ihejr  might 
reserve  to  the  people  alt  authority,  and  yield  an 
arn^nt  mobocracy  i  indeed,  what  might  they  not 
do  in  the  moments  of  mistaken  pbilanthrc^  and 
misguided  zeal  for  liberty  and  equality?  Geotte- 
men  might  not  only  prohibit  the  further  introduc- 
tion of  slaves  into  Missouri;  ihey  migbt  not  imly 
emancipate  all  thoEe  that  weife  now  there,  but 
they  imght  violate  the  most  Eocred  principles  of 
the  Constitution,  and  establish  a  standard  relisioo; 
for  it  waa  but  one  steri  from  the  violation  (^  the 
rights  of  property  to  the  violation  of  the  rights  <^ 
coosciehce. 

Mr.  S.  said,  that  this  was  not  a  question  "whe- 
ther  slavery  should  exist,"  but  merely  where  should 
the  slaves,  now  in  America,  be  permilted  to  reside? 
The  mistake  of  this  propositioD  seemed  to  have 
measurably  produced  all  this  contention  and  strife. 
Was  this  an  original  question,  whether  we  should 
subject  a  portion  of  our  fellow  bein^  to  a  state  of 
servitude  and  de^daiioo,  he  believed  that  the 
people  ef  Missouri,  from  their  innate  love  of  lib- 
erty, equality,  and  independence,  would  be  among 
the  first  to  declare  agalbit  die  principle.  But  the 
abBolute  condidoD  of  that  description  of  persons 
did  exist,  and  actually  had  existed  lone  before  evett 
the  first  seideroents  were  formed  in  Missouri ;  and 
if  there  were  any  advantages  1«  be  derived  from 
holding  that  description  of  woperly,  the  people  <rf' 
Missouri,  as  citizens  of  the  United  Slates,  had  the 
right,  in  common  with  others.  Congress,  in  de- 
eming that  they  should  not  be  introduced,  aa  one 
of  the  species  of  properly  under  our  Constitulicm 
and  laws,  were  doing  tnat  section  of  countrr  a 
wrong,  becanse  it  placed  them,  in  sowers  and  pnv- 
ileges,  below  other  States  iu  tne  Union ;  and  when 
a  wrottf  was  meditated  on  any  people  they  alone 
were  the  judges;  such  had  been  the  current  doe- 
trine,  and  so  considered  by  the  United  Slates  them- 
selves, when  they  determined  on  that  course  with 
regard  to  Orcat  BrilAin,  which  led  to  American 
indt^KBdeBce.  If  gentlemen  were  not  predeter- 
mined to  iz  this  reairiction  on  Missouri,  and  wouM 
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take  the  troable  lo  mount  op  to  fint  prineiples, 
they  would  find  that  it  wns  not  a  mere  ()iHttio&  of 
power,  growing-  ont  of  the  constractioa  of  ^e  Coa- 
■titutioD,  but  that  there  was  aso^Mr  law,  pna> 
nkouat  to  all  written  nilM  and  regnklions,  that 

r«twt  on  and  controlled  the  qDesliou — it  w«s 
law  of  man ;  it  was  his  eternal  and  indefeasi- 


kne  sight  of  this  law  of  man  in  adjusting  their 
contUtution  or  contendiBg  for  their  rights.  It  was 
true  that  die  people  of  MiEsoori  liad  been  a  kmg 


tha  citizeni  were  not  the  poor  remnant  of  Spanish 
deapotinn — the  great  portion  df  them  had  been 
in  a  land  of  liberty ;  they  are  your  retatioD^  yonr 
friends,  yoor  brothen ;  each  State  in  the  Union 
had  Mtme  interest  tbere;  and  they  were  freemen, 
who  knew  how  to  ap^ciate,  tnainiain,  end  defend 
their  riohts.  .  A  maxtm  might  with  great  [H'opri- 
ety  be  nere  applied ;  it  was,  that  whenever  illegal 
or  impio^er  objects  were  to  be  attained,  that  they 
diDTe  the  nq^rters  of  (h^m  to  improper  and  iU&- 
oal  meani  to  effe^  (he  object.  The  Parliament  of 
Qreat  Britain,  ollhougfa  deemed  omnipotent,  herer 
had,  in  Hference  to  the  colonies,  attempted  any 
thing  that  would  bear  a  comparixon  with  tbis  re- 
striction, though  the  powers  of  Congrets  were  ez- 
preaa,  limited,  and  defined.  Thefbrce  of  precedent 
Bad  beeit  illntrated  in  the  cenrse  of  this  debate. 
Let  tbis  restriction  prerail,  and  then  SCaM  bevaref 
for  it  was  thoB  that  a-tyrant,  about  to  subjugaM 
the  liberties  of  a  people,  ael«eted  an  obscure  indi- 
Tidoal,  whose  fate  wcuLd  excite  no  alarm,  and,  in 
his  dvatruction.  fixed  an  example,  to  which,  in 
tarh,  the  rnoM  lordly  were  taaght  to  bow.  And 
thus  Congress  selected  a  distant  and  feebl«  TerrU 
Cory,  whose  mnrmnrs  could  be  but  indistinctly 
heud,  just  o'er  the  <re^(e  of  Heaven  j  and  in  the 
sacrifice  of  its  rights,  and  prostration  of  its  author- 
ity, established  apreeedeat  that  saps  the  foundation 
oi  State  authority,  and  produces  consolidation,  or, 
in  the  end,  dismnon. 

Mi.  S.  remarked  Aat  be  had  much  more  to  mt, 
bvi,  from  indis|>ontioa  and  exhansckm,  was  nnable 
to  proceed;  the  Committee  were  also  ratig^ed;  tbe 
qoatton  of  expedience  and  other  topics  be  bad  leA 
entiidr  untouehed ;  bat,  from  the  labored  and  able 
tnvest^aticm  the  subject  had  received,  he  was 
wilhng  to  trust  the  rights,  the  'happiness,  the  fate 
of  MisaonrL  Vith  the  Houte.  Her  present  pros* 
periiy  and  tntare  greaAess  depended  on  the  deci- 


.  «  coarse  of  eighteen  y«ars,  bnt  they  could 
not  endure  forever;  and  he  -  appealed  to  gentle- 
men's luqnestionable  knowled^  of  right,  and  na- 
live  love  of  justice,  not  to  add  this  rea  '  ' 
the  hit  of  grievances  of  that  people. 
Mr.  Mmee,  of  New  York,  apoke  for- 


Mr.  AoAMB,  nf  M>ss«ch«settB,  made  a  fcw  re- 
marks in  -ioToi  of  the  restrlctitm. 
Mr.  I'ooKXR,  of  Virguia,  said  h«  sbonld  KOt 


have  ventured  to  trespass  further  on  the  tiise  of 
the  Committee  if  his  objections  to  the  proposed 
amendment,  particularly  as  to  its  expediency,  had 
been  anticipated  by  those  who  had  giHie  before  him 
in  tbe  debate.  There  is,  indeed,  said  he,  Mr.  Chair- 
mfln,  something  peculiar  in  eveiy  man's  views  of 
the  subject,  who  exercises  his  own  powers  of  re.- 
fiectkiQ,  and  it  is  only  by  looking  at  it  under  these 
differmt  phases  tliat  we  can  form  a  just  estimate 
of  its  bearings  and  dimensions.  I  am  the  moi« 
desirous  of  speaking  on  the  policy  of  die  proposed 
restriction,  because  a  distinguiahed  member  fro6) 
P«iiMvlvania  (Mr.  Sbrobant)  has  said  that  Vir- 

r'nia  had  no  interest  in  this  (jireaiian.  Sit,  I  think 
can  show,  to  every  unprejudiced  mind,  that  it 
threatens,  sot  only  Ine  peace  and  wdfare  of  Vir- 
ginia, in -common  with  all  tbe  slarehotding  States, 
but  their  very  political  existence. 

Before  I  consider  tt>e  cottstitutionoHty  of  this 
restriction,  1  beg  leave  to  say  a  word  on  the  sub- 
ject of  precedents.  •  The  member  from  Pennsyl- 
vania who  spoke  yesterday,  (Mr.  Balowin,)  has, 
perhaps,  rendered  it  unnecessary  tbat  I  shoofd  ad- 
dress you  on  this  tcmic.  He  has  shown,  by  aren- 
meots  which  it  would  be  difficult  to  answer,  th^t 
the  precedents  on  which  the  supporters  oi  tbe 
amendment  so  much  rely,  either  hare  no  applica- 
tion. (FT,  if  closely  e^mined,  disprove  theezisteilce 
of  tne  pcrwer  now  claimed  for  tne  Congress  of  the 
United  States.  But,  sir,  suppose  these  precedents 
to  be  of  8  different  character,  what  is  their'  au- 
thority? 

The  effect  of  hrecedent,  in  a  ConEtitutional 
cruestion,  seeim  to  lie  derived  from'the  presumption 
that  those  who  have  made  the  decision  have  heard 
the  arguments  for  and  against  the  power  sought  to 
be  exercised,  and  have,  after  due  deUberation,  de- 
cided. But,  when  we  kfiow  that  this  presumption  ' 
is  not  the  fact,  and  (hat  the  power  in  question  has 
hitherto  been -exercised  -without  controversy  or  ex- 
uniaation,  I  think  that  precedents  of  this  sort  ore 
emptied  to  tittle  or  no  -tveight,  and  that  those  who 
deny  the  existmce  of  the  power  have  a  right  to 
ask  those  who  assert  it  to  p(^t  ont  that  particular 
part  of  the  Constitution  f^om  which  it  is  derived. 
The  advocates  of  the  amendment  have  virtually 
admitted  the  Tensonableness  of  this  claim,  as,  while 
they  have  insisted  on  the  force  of  ptecedents,  they 
have  directly  inferftd  the  power  tnc^  contend  for 
by  arguments  drawn  from  the  Conaittution  itself. 

In  the  examination  of  this  doctrine,  I  shall 
confine  myself  to  that  clause  of  the  Constitution 
which  speaks  of  the  admission  of  new  States ; 
for,  although  other  parts  of  that  instroment  have 
also  been  inferred  to,  in  nipport  of  the  restriction, 
vet,  every,  gentleman  ontbat  side  of  tl^c  qaestion 
has  laid  tlw  chief  stress  of  his  argument  on  this 
clause,  and  some  have  relied  on  it  altogether. 
They  contend  that  the  right  in  Congress  to  admit 
n<rw  States  into  the  Union  implies  the  right  to  re- 
fuse admission.  This,  I  agree,  is  a  fair  implica- 
tion. But  they  Airther  insist,  that  the  right  to  ad- 
mit or  reject  implies  the  riglit  to  impose  terms  on 
admission,  and  they  suppon  their  position  by  the 
deeal  paxiifi,  mjat  at  dare  rjtu  ett  diiponart — he 
WK>  can  give  may  regulate  his  gift ;  may  say  how 
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be  giret.  8ii,  this  a  net  (nia,  eTen  in  muaicijial 
law.  If  there  be  a  graot  in  fee  simile,  on  condi' 
tioo  tliat  the.granlee  shall  not  Hlien,  the  condition 
is  void  foi  repugnancy,  and  the  grant  is  absolute ; 
so,  al»o,  of  a  condition  in  violation  of  law.or  against 
its  policv. 

But  tne  rufe  is  stiU  less  true  in  Constitutional 
jurisprudence.  It  maj  sometimes  be  eipediect  to 
give  the  power  of  rejection,  and  to  refuse  that  of 
admitting  on  condition.  The  one  may  be  deemed 
■afe  and  salutary;  the  other,  ine;ipedieiit  and  dan- 
gerous. Eiamptes  of  ibis  sort  are  frequent  in  our 
Constitution.  Thus,  the  President  may  approve 
or  reject  a  law,  but  he  cannot  propose  amemdments.. 
It  is  true,  he  has  but  a  qualified  veto ;  but,  in  those 
cases  in  which  a  law  has  passed  by  a  majority  of 
both  Houses,  but  with  less  than  a  majoity  of  two- 
thirds,  the  argument  is  the  same  as  if  his  n^aiive 
were  abralute.  I  appeal  to  everv  member  of  the 
Committee,  whether,  if  the  President  possessed  the 
power  of  making  amendmenis,  it  would  not  be  a 
^eater  power  than  that  of  absolute  rejectioul  The 
one  hax  been  exercised  but  two  or  three  times  since 
the  formation  of  the  GovernmesT;  the  other  would 
be  a  matter  of  daily  recurrence.  Thus,  loo.  in  the 
constitution  of  Virginia,  the  Senate  has  the  un- 
conditional power  of  rejecting  money  bills,  but 
not  the  power  of  ameniung  them.  And,  in  like 
manner,  it  would  be  a  less  power  to  refuse  the  ad- 
mission of  a  new  State  absolutely,  than,  by  taking 
advantage  of  its  aniiety  to  come  into  the  Union, 
to  mould  its  consciiutian,  in  a  great  degree,  ac' 
cording  to  the  pleasure  of  Congress.  The  power 
of  annexing  conditions,  then,  bemg  a  different,  avd 
not.  necessarily,  an  inferior  power,  the  one  is  not 
included  with  the  other. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  the  power  of  admitting 
new  Slates  into  the  Union  does  not  (fire  Gongr^s 
the  right  of  imposing  conditions  at  discretion,  still 
less  does  it  gira  the  right  of  imposing  conditions 
repugnant  lo  the  great  principles  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. We  cannot,  without  the  grossest  absurdity, 
infer  from  that  charter  a  power  to  effect  its  own 
destruction.  To  do  this,  would  be  to  make  the 
implied  power  greater  than  the  express ;  the  crea- 
ture greater  than  the.  creator.  But  the  power  of 
imposing  the  purposed  restriction  on  the  9late;Of 
Missouri  is  thus  inconsistent  with  the  Constitution. 

Id  the  first  place,  it  woilld  alter  the  proportion 
of  power  between  the  General  Gorernment  and 
the  individual  States.  Theesseaceof  our  complex 
QoTemment  consists  as  much  in  this  proportion 
as  in  any  thing  else,  if  Congress  possessed  more 
municipal  pow^  ouri  would  be  more  a  consoli- 
dated Government ;  if  a  less  portion,  it  would 

Eesemble  the  old  Confederecv.     This  proporli 

power  is  as  much  di81urbed_,oy  lessening  the  power 
of  the  Stales  as  by  increasing  that  of  the  United 
States.  The  effect  is  the  same  wh^her  you  take 
out  of  one  scale  or  nut  into  the  other :  in  both 
cases  the  balance  estanlished  by  the  Cimstitutian 
is  destroyed. 

Sir,  if^you  hare  the  right  of  imposing  . 
dition,  not  expressly  prohibited,  you  have  the  right 
of  imposing  another.  Siuipose,  then,  that  Con- 
greis  should  reserve  lo  ilselt  the  right  of  ^' 


and  punishing  crimes  in  the  new  State,  or  the 
regulatioD  of  its  landed  propHty,  or  a  n^tire 
on  all  its  laws,  would  not  the  posseasion  of  theae 


the  character  of  this  Government  T  I  would  fur- 
ther observe,  that  this  power  must  appear  to  be 
the  more  dangerous,  when  we  recollect  how 
large  a  part  of  our  territory  west  oF  the  Mississippi 
is  yet  lo  belaid  off  into  ueiv  States,  and  that  every 
new  State  which  enters  into  the  Union,  with  re- 
strictions on  its  Borereigoty,  as  was  well  argued  by 
a  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.LowHDas,) 
bMomes  at  once  an  example  and  an  advocate  for 
further  restrictions  on  others.  In  this  way,  that 
Constitution,  whoae  component  parts  were  so  cau- 
tiously adjusted  and  so  skilfully  balanced,  would 
be  effectually  destroyed. 

It  is  no  answer  to  thisargument  to  say  tbalauch 
an  exertion  of  power  as  I  nave  supposed  is  hi^blj 
improbable,  la  ekpounding  a  Constitution,  ji  w 
perfectly  fair  to  test  the  eorreotness  of  a  principle 
DV  extreme  oases.  Besides,  the  framers  of  ttie 
Federal  Constitution  have  endeavored  to  guard, 
not  only  against  probable  dangers,  but  also  against 
remote  possibilities.  They  have  prohibited  both 
the  United  Stales  and  the  several  States  froia 
passing  any  lull  of  attainder,  than  which,  a«cor4- 
mg  to  the  settled  principles  of  criminal  law  at  the 
present  day,  nothing  was  more  improbaWc.  Thus, 
too,  there  is  a  similar  prohibition  against  the  grant 
of  any  title  of  nobility.  Surely,  when  we  consider 
that  this  institution  originated  in  the  days  of  feudal 
barbarism,  and  recollect  how  much  the  genius  of 
onr  people;  their  habits  and  laws,  all  favor  an 
equality  of  rights,  it  must  be  admitted  that  nothing 
but  a  determination  to  guard  against  the  moat 
distant  and  imivobable  dangers  cwld  have  dicta- 
ted such  a  jmiviiion. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  proposed  restriction  is  also 
inconsistent  with  iheFederal  Constitution,  becauae 
it  is  Irrepealable.  The  framen  of  oiu'  form  of 
Government  knew  that,  in  the  vicissituden  which 
time  is  ever  bringing  about  in  hotoBn  affairs,  pro- 
visions should  be  made  for  correspondent  changes, 
not  onlf  in  our  laws,  but  in  the  Constitution  itwlf. 
Accordin^y,  there  is  no  rule  of  action,  whether 
it  be  prescribed  for  individuals,  for  the  Statea,  or 
the  Federal  Government,  whicn  may  iwt  be  legal- 
ly changed.  Sir,  this  restriction  would  either  be 
an  act  of  ordinary  legislation,  or  a  fimdaAaental 
law.  If  it  be  a  mere  legislative  enactment,  it  mar 
be  abrogated  by  oui  successors:  the  clause  whicn 
declares  it  irrepealable  raaf  be  itself  repealed.  If 
it  be  a  fundamental  law,  then  we  cannot  pass  it. 
In  either  case,  by  attempting  to  impoae  ao  irre- 
peolaUe  condition  on  the  people  of  Missouri,  we 
attempt  to  exercise  a  power  which  the  Constitu- 
tion has  denied  us. 

In  support  of  these  extraordinary  doctrines,  the 
advocates  of  the  amendment  have  found  it  neces- 
sary to  -draw  a  dKtinction  between  the  rights  of 
the  thirteen  original  States  and  those  subsequentlr 
admitted.  But  the  Constitution  reeogniaeB  no  sacn 
principle;  u>d  it  would  be  not  mWe  an. invidious 
'minatioo  than  it  is  repugnant  to  the  connnon 
of  loaitkind.    Allow  me,  Ur.  ChainnaD,  by 
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way  of  illustration,  to  put  a,  use  familiar  to  alt. 
Let  us  suppoee  a  voliintaiy  association  of  indi- ' 
Tidaals,  for  purpoaea  of  busiDcss  or  atDusemeot, ' 
who  form  certain  TUlea  for  the  goverauent  of  their 
socieiy,  or  dsb;  aniLthatonaof  these ptOTides  for 
the  ndmission  of  new  memben.  When  a  new 
inciBber  is  admitted,  we  know  that  he  is  traced,  in 
all  teiipecta,  upon  the  same  fooling  as  the  former 
members,  anless,  indeed,  some  previous  rule  war- 
ranted a  distinclioD,  or  a  new  rule  is  made  far  that 
purpose.  ,  Now,  the  CoQdtitution  is  precisely  such 
a  Hi  of  rules. foe  the  association  or  confederacy  of 
States.  It  is  not  pretended  that  it  makes  any  dis- 
tinction between  its  new  add  its  old  members  -  and 
a  new  rule  cBuuot  be  made  by  you,  but  solely  by 
the  people.  I  will  here  lake  occasion  to  obeeiTe, 
Mr.  Chairman,  that,  in  expounding  the  ConstitU' 
tion,  I  think  we  should  be  cautious  of  introducing 
too  much  subtlety  and  refioement  in  our  reasoning; 
both  because  that  inntrament  is  made  in  thi 


of  the  people,  and  because  the  people  are.  in  some 
form  or  other,  its  final  expounder^  Simple,  direct, 
and  manly  reasoniag,  conformmg  as  much  as 
possible  to  the  common  sense  of  mankind,  gives 
us  at  once  the  just  rule  of  construction,  and  the 
onlv  one  which,  in  great  cases,  is  likely  to  be  car- 
nea  into  eSect. 

Qentlemen  on  the  other  side,  however,  fay  way 
of  parrying  the  force  of  these  objections,  have 
xaged  idat,  though  the  proposed  restriction  may 
not  be  void  a«  a  condition  irnnosed,  it  may  be 
valid  as  a  compact  agreed  Id.  But  if,  as  has  oeen 
shown,  new  restrictions  on  the  power  of  States 
would  alter  the  essential  character  of  the  Qevern- 
meni,  then  you  can  no  more  consent  with  aDother 


impose  these  restrictions,  than  you 
hem  bv  your  sole  legislative  will, 
id  in  aoin^  that  indirectly,  which  you  are  forbid' 


You  cannot 


dcD  to  do  directly.  With  the  limited  power  del- 
egated to  you  b^  the  charter  which  created  yon, 
you  never  can  rightfully  assume  the  power  of  de- 
stroying that  chatter,  or  of  assenting  to  its  destruc- 
tion.  Besides,  there  must  be  a  tlurd  party  to  such 
',  and  the  most  material  party,  too,  (I 


It  be  bound;  or  neither ;  and  die  peopde  compos- 
ing the  proposed  State  of  Missouri  cannot  bind 
future  generations  by  a  compact  of  this  character. 
An  hoDoraUe  mtmber-from  PennBylvaniaj  (Mr. 
Sbbqeant,)  by  way  of  obviating  this  diffioutty, 
has  mainly  -contended,  that  a  Stale  may,  by  the 
compact,  part  with  portions  of  its  sovereignty,  and 
he  cit^  several  instances  of  such  an  exercise  of 
power.  Bat  that  gentleman  did  not,  with  bis 
usual  perspicacity,  advert  to  the  distinction  b^ 
tween  two  very  different  exertions'  of  sovereign 
poTver;  acts  which  arc  complete  of  themselves, 
and  rule*  of  action.  The  oOe  looksto  the  present 
and  the  pa^'^t,.  the  other  to  the  future.  Thus,  a 
sovereigp  State  may,  by  expending  money,  alien  a  t- 
iog  territory,  declaring  war,  and  the  like,  do  that 
which  i(.  can  neither  recall  nor  control ;  but,  by 
such  acts  the  State  may  be. said  to  exercise  its 
sovereignty,  rather  than  to  part  with  it;  and  i1 
will  be  found  thai  the  eiaihples  given  by  the  hon- 


orable member  were  of  this  character.  But.  as  to 
the  rules  of  action,  whether  they  be  prescrioed  to 
the  legislature  for  the  futut%  conducl  of  the  citizen, 
or  by  the  people  for  themselves,  I  had  supposed 
that,  in  this  country  at  least,  these  might  always 
rightfully  be  abrogated  or  changed.  Sir,  if  there  oe  * 
any  political  principle  deemed  iundamen  tal  among 
us ;  if  there  be  one  on  which  the  Amcrictre  Revolu- 
tiiHi  rests  for  itsju5(ificatiou,orIhe  right  of  self-gov- 
ernment for  its  security,  it  is,  that  no  generation  can 
makelawsoDconstituCionsIhat  arebmdin^on  their 
posterity.  And  this  amendment,  turn  il  as  you 
will,  ii  an  attempt  lo  make  a  constitution  by  law, 
and  to  make  that  law  unchangeable. 

The  same  gentleman,  as  well  as  his  colleague 
who  preceded  him,  (Mr.  HEhfPHiLL,)  contended 
that  the  proposed  restriction  wonld  not  impair  the 
rights  of  Missouri ;  for,  said  they,  slavery  is  con- 
fefsedly  an  evil  and  an  injosiice,  and  a  State  can- 
not claim  a  right  to  do  wrong.  Here,  too,  the 
gentlemen  have  not  exercised  their  wonted  powers 
of  discrimination.  They  confound  political  with 
moral  restraints:  power  with  right;  the  possessioll 
ofthe  power  witn  the  virtuous  exercise  of  it.  Thus, 
to  illustrate  the  difference,  every  man  has  the  pow- 
er of  regulating  the  concerns  of  his  own  family  as 
he  pleases,  if  be  violate  not  the  laws  of  the  land. 
He  may  be  very  capricious  and  tyrannical,  and, 
no  douDt,  often  is  so;  but,  while  he  thus  violates 
moral  right,  he  has  the  power,  not  merely  physi- 
~  .1.  but  political,  of  thus  acting.     This  is  what  is 

illed  an  abuse  of  power;  and,  in  that  sense,  a 
_Bn  may  properly  be  said  to  have  a  right,  that  is,. 
the  legal  power,  to  do  wrong. 

1  will  not  detain  the  Committee  by  objections 
.  the  amendment  derived  from  the  Louisiana 
Treaty,  especially  as  the  arguments  which  bad 
occurred  lo  me  on  this  topic  have  already  been 
urged  by  other  gentlemen.  I  will,  therefore,  pro- 
ceed to  examilie  the  policy  of  the  proposed  restric- 

Mt,  Chairman,  the  view  I  hare  taken  of  the 
cooEequences  of  this  restriction  compels  me  to  re- 
gard this  as>the  most  important  branch  ofthe 
question  before  us.  I  have  seen,  by  ingenious  and 
ixflned  constructions  of  the  Constitution,  measures 
pursaed  by  each  of  the  ^eat  parties  wtiich  have 
ruled  the  destinies  of  this  nation,  that  were  sup-' 
posed,  by  a  large  majority  of  the  community,  to 
nave  violated  the  meaning  of  thai  charter.  Such 
occasions  have  indeed  always^prodnced  great  party 
heal  and  animosity,  and  interrupted,  in  no  small, 
degree,  the  harmony  of  social  intercourse.  After 
a  while,  however,  tnese  feelings  have  passed  away. 
The  wounds  they  created  were  heated,  and  their 
causes  forgotten.  But,  if  you  persist  in  ibis  restrc- 
lion,  it  is  not  for  human  foresieht  to  estimate  the 
sum  of  its  future  mischiefs.  I  beg  leave  to  call 
the  altention  of  the  Committee  to  some  of  the 
most  obvious. 

It  is.  in  the  first  place,  Mr.  Chairman,  no  small 
objeclion  to  ifae  exercise  of  this  power,  that  it  is 
unpalatable  to  the  people  oti  whom  itis  to  opiate. 
In  the  other  instances  which  have  been  prcMUced, 
in  which  conditions  have  twen  attached  lu  the  ad- 
mission of  new  States,  these  conditions  have  been 
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eatiiely  acceptable  to  the  State*  admitted,  and 
suck  as  they  would  VQluatufly  bare  uaposed  oo 
themselves.  But  the  present  u  the  first  oceaeion 
ia  which  thiaGoretnmenthasatteiDpted  teinipose 
UDwelcoDae  conditions  on  a  new  State.  The  peo- 
t-  pie  of  Missoiui  caq  see  Doreastnt  why  they  should 
be  treated  with  this  uawoa(«d  rigor.  To  ^l  them 
that  this  leatriction  ia  fw  their  )>eiie6t,  ia  to  add 
mockery  to  unkindness. 

SiX|  they  claim  the  piivilefe,  which  every  free- 
maik  asserts,  of  beiDg  tke  best  and  the  sole  judge 
of  what  suiti  them.  They  say,  that  all  your  ar- 
guments, derived  from  morality,  religion,  or  local 
policy,  should  be  left  to  themselves,  and  that, 
while  you  a&et  to  receive  them  as  equals  you  are 
dictatuig  to  tham  as  children ;  or  that  you  your- 
selves iBaniresi  a  distrust  of  these  arginnenls  by 
your  wishing  to  enforce  them  with  CooEtiiutional 
provisions.  Sir,  they  are  jost  such  men  as  yoiir- 
aalves;  they  were  apart  of  yoursdves,.and  ihey 
would  be  unworthy  the  name  of  Amctican  if  they 
did  not  feel  this  condition  as  a  degradation.  On 
the  policy  of  introducing  slaves,  1  understand 
they  are  somewhat  dirid^  in  Uisaotvi,  as  else- 
where. Many  of  them,  conten^tlating  lac  moral 
and  political  efibctt  of  domeaiic  slavery,  aie  op- 
posed to  its  furlha-  'tetmsjon.  Were  1  there,  1 
shoqld  probaUy  be  one  of  this  number.  But,  on 
the  power  of  CongreH  to  impose  the  restrictian, 
I  learn  that  there  is  but  one  sentiment-  Thev 
consider  it  a  eommon  cause,  which  they  are  bound, 
upon  every  principle  of  self-fespect,  to  oppose; 
and  they  already  assimilate  your  conduct  towaidi 
them  to  thoseoppressionsof  Great  Britain  towards 
her  colonies  which  finally  produced  theit  inde- 

Puiting  aside  the  feeling  of  the  peojde  of  Mi»- 
souri,  is  it  not  a  solid  objeciioo  to  this  restriction 
that  vour  power  io  impose  it  is  doubtful  and  oon- 
tested'J  However  thoroughly  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  may  be  persuaded  that  Congress  pos- 
selsea  ibis  power,  they  must  know  that  a  laire 
portion  of  the  United  States  are  as  thoroughly 
persnaded  thjM  it  does  not;  that,  on  this  question, 
there  is  entire  unanimtty  in  Ae  slav^oldiag 
State*  i  and  that,  with  all  the  motives  to  an  oppo- 
site uoanimity  in  the  other  Slates,  there  is,  ainong 
them,  as  well  as  ajnoaa  their  ReprcKUiatives  in 
this  House,  considerable  diveraity  of  opinion. 
They  must  also  recollecl,  that,  though  these  cir- 
eanwtanacs  do  not  produce  convtction,  they  must 
fwoduce  some  doabt,  awaken  same  dutrusi  in  the 
infallibility  of  human  renaon  in  er«tj  ingenuona 
mind.  And,  Mr.  Chairman,  when  we  consider 
the  influence  of  pablic  opinimi  on  the  harmony 
and  stability  of  this  Union,  it  mtisE  always  b^a 
matter  of  r^ret  that  the  Government  should  exn- 
eisa  ponrcrs  that  are  doubifol,  or  even  disputed. 
Until  habit  and  custom  have  bad  (heir  wonted 
effect  in  cementing  the  Union,  Its  strength  and 
parmaneocy  must  rest  on  t^e  affections,  the  undi- 
vided actions  of  the  people,  and  nothing  is  more 
likely  to  weaken  their  attachment  than  a  want  of 
confidence  in  this  Honst  the  natnral  guardian  of 
the  people's  rights,  and  their  immediate  Bepresen- 
talivea.  ' 


But,  Ur.  Chairman,  the  immediate  efieets  of 
this  restriction,  important  as  they  are,  shrink  into 
instgnificaitce  -when  compared  with  its  distant 
cotuequencfs.  I  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  Com- 
mittee, while  I  endeavor,  as  briefly  as  1  can,  to  be 
inlelligiUe,  to  bring  them  to  their  nqtiee. 

It  vnll  be  admitted  that  our  nDmbers  will  god- 
tinue  to  increase,  at  their  present  rate,  or  near  it, 
until  they  are  checked  by  a  diminution  in  the 
means  of  subsiitmce,  and  that  the  means  of  sub- 
stslence  will  be  abnodaut  anS  easy,  so  long  as  we 
hare  fertile  lands  to  settle  and  cultivate.'  TheM 
priaewles  of  popalalion,  now  so  fnniiiiar  to  aU, 
woe  first  distia<^y  stated,  so  far  as  my  informa- 
tion eitends,  by  Sir, James  Steuan.  Thar  are 
also  noticed  by  Dr.  Franklin^' and  seem  to  nave 
been  an  original  suggestbn  of  his  own  good  sense 
and  sagacity.  But,  their  iniuenee  in  producing 
human  aueery  and  vice,  and  in  Gvcumseribing  the 
efficacy  of  govemmenia,  were  nevar  fully  devel- 
oped, before  tlte  appca^ce  of  Mr.  AhlfhuA 
Eisay  on  Popslatuin,  which  1  cannot  bat  consider 
aaa  work  of  great  smlity.  i  make  these  ttnark*, 
because  (be  censure  of  ray  caUeague  (Mr.  Ram- 
dolpb)  on  this  writer,  the  other  day,  was  genti^ 
though  probably  it  was  intended  la  apf^  to  the 
author's  theory  of  the  poor  laws,  and  not  to  tkM 
principles  of  which  1  have  ^oken< 

From  Iheee  undeniahle  principbs  it  follows, 
that,  if  the  Uacks  be  coi^ned  to  the  present  slave- 
holding  States,  while  the  whiles  are  leA  free  to 
emigrate  to  the  more  tempting  regions  of  the  West, 
the  ratio  of  blacks  to  whites  most  be  cnntinnnlly 
iMreasing,  nntil  our  poputatian  has .  rcncbal  the 

It  has,  however,  been  contended  that  the  blacks 
thus  confined  to  the  slaveholding  States  will  in- 
crease more  slowly  than  if  they  were  allowed  to 
spread  over  tbe  coontry  west  of  the  Uisaiastppi, 
becaose  population-in  that  case  will  sooner  b^n 
to  press  on.  the  means  of  subsistence;  and,  in  an- 
swer to  Uie  inhumanity  which  this  ciwsideratian 
im)dies,  the  gentlman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr. 
SEnaB&i('r)-*ays,  that  as  tbe  check  npoa  natmat 
increase  must  inevitably  take  place,  sooner  or 
later,  on  both  classes,  it  is  better  ibat  it  shotild 
operate  first  and  strongest  upon  the  Uacks  rather 
than  the  whites. 

The  argument  w«uld  be  mmd,  so  iar  as  pc^cy 
is  coDCctned.  whatever  may  be  thoilgbt  of  its  con- 
sistency witn  some  other  priaoi^es  maintained 
by  the  same  side,  if  the  res^iciion  would  ha^e 
Ibis  partial  operation.  But,  by  reason  of  the  emi- 
gration which  is  ever  going  on  from  those  parts 
of  the  United  States  where  population  is  most 
dense,  to  those  where  it  is  most  rare^  the  natural 
mnliiplication  a  everywhere  the  same.  Thu^  in 
the  States  of  CoDnecticDt,  of  Maryland,  or  Vir- 
ginia, though,  by  the  census,  tbeir  popubtion 
seems  to  be  nearly  stationary,  we  have  every 
reason  to  believe  tqnt  the  principle  of  increase 
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e  other  States: 
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that  the  excess  of  their  numbers  is  kept  down 
by  emigration,  to  which  the  state  of  our  country 
and  the  habits  of  our  citizens  afi'ord  so  many 
bciUiies.    The  check,  thni,  of  whkb  the  geatle- 
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num  speoln,  opeiates  on  both  clasMS  alike,  and  j 
'  wUl  operate  upon  Beitlier  until  the  irkole  of  oui ' 
tenitory  is  seiuei),  and  its  most  fertile  Uads  are  | 
brought  into  cultiTation. 

The  State  of  Virginia  htu  aliea^  expeueoced,  ' 
in  a  small  degree,  the  effects  of  this  partial  oni- 
gialioD.  It  will  be  recollected  that  the  member  | 
Uom  lodiana  (Mr.  Hrno^icks)  staled,  that  he 
lepresented  as  maOrV  who  had  migrated  from  the 
Sooth  as  firom  the  Noitb;  and  the  States  of  Ohio  '' 
and  Illioois  hare  also  received  coosiderable  acces-  j 
sions  from  the  slareboldiDg  States.  Now,  as  these  ; 
emigrants  haye  not  been  perautted  to  can^  slaTes 
with  them,  their  remoTaf  must  hare  altoed  tfae  j 
ratio  of  the  two  classes  !□  tfae  States  they  hare  ' 
leA;  and  henee  it  is,  that,  in  Virginia,  as  one  of 
the  fruits  of  her  cesaon  of  the  lemtory  northwest ' 
of  the  Ohio,  the  black  population  has  been  steadily  : 
gaiainff  loipewhat  on  the  white.  Hitherto,  how-  < 
ever,  the  migrations  from  the  older  slaTeholding 
States  hare  been  principally  to  Keniuc^,  l^eik- 
ncssee,  and  the  other  Uitsisuppi  States,  from  one 
part  of  the  dai-eholding  cooatry  to  the  other, 
whsM  lands  were  at  oace  cheaper  and  more  Cei- 
tile;  but,  as  soon  as  these  States  are  filled  vp,  and 
Halation  begiss  to  press  upon  subiisi^ce,  the 
Missouri,  and  its  thousand  tributary  slreoma.  will 
draw  off  the  surplus  oumbers  of  the  slaTcholduig 
Stales,  ond  this  unequal  drain  wiU  operate  with 
oudiTided  and  still  increasing  force. 

It  has  also  boen  urged,  agatnH  the  probability 
of  this  growing  disproportion  between  the  blacks 
and  the  whites,  that  it  mast  be  the  poorand  labor- 
iik^  class,  persona  not  owoiag  slares,  who  may 
chiefly  be  expected  to  emigrate  from  tfae  slare- 
boldieg  Slates;  and  that  these  Slates  have  not  a 
sufficient  number  of  tbst  class  to  admit  of  emi- 
gration to.  tbe  extent  supposed.  Qui,  it  must  be 
remembered  thai  the  white  population  cottudera- 
bly  exceeds  the  black,  and  that,  as  iiuHTidnal 
citizens  o&ea  own  many  slayes,  there  must  be  a 
proportional  numbeiwho  own  none.  There  must 
necessarily  be,  for  every  person  who  owes  an  hun- 
dred slaves,  there  are  iqwe  thsa  an  hundred  whites 
who  itre  not  slaveholders.  Tlwe  is,  then,  as  Jirapte 
niuaber  of  the  poater  class  for  the  inducements  to 
amigrate  to  act  upoa ;  oad,  if  ibat  were  not  the 
caae,  the  same  iiMHcements  would  Ojierate  on  the 
slaveholdin^  dose,  and,  bv  tramfemng  tiie  lands 
and  ilayesmto  fewer  handa,  assniilate  erery  por- 
tion of  the  sl&veholdiug  district  to  the  tower  part 
of  South  CaraUoa  and  some  other  of  the  Atlaatie 
States;. 

An  hoBoraUe  member  fr«m  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
WaiTHAXj  however,  observed,  that  there  could 
be  BO  danger  froo;  the  relative  increue  of  slavee, 
for  an  hundred  years  to  come,  and  that  a  ceotnrv 
was  as  far  as  politieiaai  could  be  expected  to  look 
or  provide  for.  I  will  observe,  by  the  way,  that  I 
was  surprised  to  beu  such  an  opinion  from  an 
American  atatesman.  An  hundred  years,  sir,  is  a 
long  period  for  hianan  Hie,  but  is  a  short  ooe.iD 
the  life  of  a  nation.  There  are  few  Of  the  sova- 
eigntiee  of  Europe  which  cannot  oiunber  mnny 
centuries  of  existence,  and  I  shoald  be  sorry  to 
think,  that  oni  Government  was  not  likely  to  en- 


dure and  prosper  a^  long  as  any  other.  But,  let 
us  limit  our  views  to  the  moderate  term  that  has 
been  mentioned.  Supposing  then  the  slaves  in 
tfae  United  States  lo  nave  augmented  as  fast,  in 
the  loi^i  ten  years,. as  they  did  in  the  ten  years  pre- 
ceding, th^  now  amount  to  towards  of  a  inillion 
and  a  h^lf.  Suppose  'liBt  they  will  continue  to 
double  every  twenty-five  years— their  present  cate 
of  increase — then,  in  the  lapse  of  a  century,  their 
numbm  will  amount  to  no  less  than  tweoty-fonr 
millions.  Estimating  the  present  slavehMdlug 
States  to  contain  four  hundred  and  twenty-four 
thousand  square  miles,  according  to  Melli^'s  eati- 
mnte,  tbie  number  of  slaves  will  give  nearly  sixty 
to  a  square  mite ;  a  density  of  populaiinn  implying 
a  geuoal  occupation  of  the  land,  but  by  no  ueuu 
a  difficulty  of  procuring  subtistence.  In  thesBm« 
period  the  wliole  population  of  the  United  Stotn, 
allowing  it  to  douide,  in  like  maimei,  four  tioBCB, 
will  amouiU  to  one  hundred  and  sixty  miUioM, 
which,  according  to  the  same  anth<»ily,will  ^Te, 
for  the  whole  Union;  nearly  an  average  of  ^xtv 
to  the  square  isila.  Now,  as  this  popuation  wall 
be  very  unequally  spread  over  the  difierent  parts 
of  our  ttfritory,  being'  more  dense  in  the  older 
settlaoeals,  and  less  so  in  the  new,  it  is  imponiUe 
lo  say,  with  accuracy,  what  will  be  the  desree  of 
density  in  the  sUvebolding  Stales;  but,  miethet 
it  b»  grtuti  or  less,  the  ratio  of  blacks  to  whites 
would  be  most  fearfully  increased-  .  If  we  assune 
it  to  be  eighty  persons  to  a  squaie  mile,  (and  I 
think  we  cannot  'revsonably  believe  it  would  be 
much  greater,  on  the  supposed  average,  through- 
out the  Union,)  the  blacks  would  be  to  the  whites 
nearly  in  the  proportion  of  three  to  one. 

With  this  great  and  still  accelerating  gain  of 
the  black  population,  who  can  answer  for  the  con- 
sequences? The  wildest  political  Tisionary  does 
not  think  ^l  practicable  to  amalgamate  such  dis- 
cordant materials ;  we  roust  be  in  that  sittiation 
then  in  which  we  can  neiflier  safely  set  them  free, 
nor  hold  Ihem  in  subjection.  If  oneof  the  two 
races  must  yield  to  tfae  otfaer,  who  can  say  whidi 
it  will  be,  or  how  it  will  be  eSetnei  7  Sir,  this 
is  a  subject  Of  peculiar  delicacy,  and  I  will  not 
press  it  further  than  to  remark,  tnat,  if  restrietioB 
could  be  enforced,  the  hoK  pernicious  result  lo 
irinch  we  could  look  fotward,  would  be,  thai  the 
whiten,  finding  the  African  race  constantly  preea- 
Ing  on  them,  would  finally  abandon  the  country, 
and  leaTetheblacksundisputedmastenof  thesou. 
Bui  if,  as  would  be  too  ptobaUe,  the  disease  should 
"hare  a  violent  lenninalion,  the  struggle  betvnen 
the  two  races  would  end  in  a  wuof  extertniaktion. 

It  bos  also  beev  said,  that,  be  the  political  and 
mcffal  evils,  fnun  tbe  growioft  increaae  of  blacks, 


what  tbey  mav,  the  whiter  m  «nr  dispropertitm 

S'hich  can  be  deemed  probaU^  will  always  oe  aqf- 
cient  to  keep  {he  blacks  in  subjection,  and  secure 


the  Ironquillitv  of  the  State.  But,  granting  tbal  the 
aulhorily  of  tne  whiles  would  always  be  suffici^l 
for  this  purpoee — though  history  warns  us  of  tbe 
contrary — vet  there  ia  a  cause  beyond  our  control, 
which  will,  soqner  or  later,  prevent  our  holding 
tkem'io  KTvitude. 
As  soon  as  our  population  has  overspread  the 
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whole  habitable  parts  of  onr  territory,  aod  brought 
oar  wftiie  landa  mto  cultivation,  human  labor  will 
begin  to  decline  in'  value.  This  is  very  high  with 
us  at  present ;  it  is  lower  in  Eurone,  and  lower 
still  in  China ;  everywhere  gradually  decreasing 
Bi  population  advances.'  In  the  same  proportion 
that  tne  price  of  labor  diminishes,  must  the  value 
of  staves  decline,  unlit  at  length  the  cost  of  bring- 
inir  up  a  slave  will  be  more  than  he  is  Worth. 
When  that  period  arrives,  the  community  will  not, 
and  cannot,  impose  on  itself  the  burden  of  support- 
ing slaves;  and,  be  the  consequences  what  they 
may,  they  will  be  manumitted,  and  then  all  the 
difficulties  to  the  nnion  of  the  two  races  must  be 
encountered.  This  effect  of  the  gradual  decline 
of  labor -in  producing  emancipation:  was  alsd  urged 
by  the  Spealter,(Mi'.CLAT,)outwe  draw  different 
inferences  as  to  its  remote  effects.  I  cannot  agree 
with  hinj  in  the  probability  that  the  African,  an 
well  as  the  Indian  race,  will,  under  any  course  of 
jM^icy  we  may  pursue,  be  finally  extirpated.  It 
•eems  to  me  that  they  wilt  continue  to  tdcrease 
until  their  labor  ceases  to  be  valuable,  that  is,  until 
our  waste  lands  are  brought  into  cultivation,  and, 
when  tliat  period  arrives,  we  have  seen  that  their 
numbers  will  probably  amount  to  tWentj^-four  mil- 
lions, and  greatly  exceed  that  of  the  whites  inhab- 
iting the  same  district. 

But,  Mr.  Chainnan,  many  look  to  6oloDiE3tion 
aa  the  means  of  avoiding  these  threatening  evils. 
Sir,  1  do  no  not  wish  to  disparage  the  exertions  of 
the  society  established  for  the  purpose  of  colonizing 
the  people  of  color-~.its  members  deserve  the  thanks 
and  good-wishes  of  every  friend  of  his  country. 
But  1  have  long  since  abandoned  the  hope  of  de- 
riving any  remedy  for  the  evil  of  domestic  slavery 
from  this  quarter.  I,  too,  was  once  an  advocate 
for  colonization,  but  I  now  consider  every  project 
for  ridding  the  country  of  its  black  population,  as 
Dtterly  hopeless  and' impraelicable.  Estimating 
their  present  numbers  at  1,600,000,  their  annual 
increase  is  about  fifty-one  thousand.  The  Colon- 
ization Society,  as  the  result,  I  believe,  of  one  year's 
efforts,,  are  about  to  send  lo  Africa,  from  New 
York,  one  hiindred  and  seventy-four  blacks,  which 
ia  tittle  more  than  the  increase  of  a  single  day. 
Taking  the  average  value  of  the  slaves  tolw  three 
hundred  dollars  each,  it  wtjuld  require  upwards  of 
fifteen  million  of  dollars  to  purchase  fifty -one  thou- 
sand, and  protiably  five  millions  more  to  transport 
them  to  Africa.  And  this  annual  expenditure  of 
twenty  millions  is  not  to  reduce  the  number,  but 
merely  to  keep  it  staiionary. 

Thus,  sir,  we  see  that  the  effects  of  (his  fetal 
policy  are  as  inevitable,  as  uncontrollable,  as  the 
taws  of  nature.  But  if,  on  the  oilier  hand,  the 
slaves  be  allowed  to  spread  themselves  eqoally 
with  the  white  population  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
then  they  must  always  continue,  as  they  now  are, 
inferior  in  number  to  the  whites;  and,  when  the 
period  arrives,  as  it  ceriainly  must  when  the  self- 
interest  of  individuals  will  liurst  the  bonds  or  ibe 
■lave,  emancipation  will  then  consist  with  the 
trxnqaillity  and  safely  of  the  State;  and,  in  the 
meantime,  partial  emancipation  is  making  rapid 
advances.    Let  me  call  the  attention  of  the  Com- 


mittee to  itspropTCsSj  according  to  the  facts  which, 
ere  correctly  laken  from  Doctor  Seybert's  valua- 
ble publication,  and  which  are  not  garbled  like 
those  in  some  latepamphlew,  to  further  a  favorite 
purpose.  In  the  State  of  Delaware,  in  1800,  the 
free  blacks  were,  to  the  slaves,  in  the  proportion 
of  four  to  three.  In  1810  they  had  increased  to 
the  proportion  of  more  than  'three  to  one.  In 
Maryland,  in  the  same  ten  years,  the  proportion  of 
free  macks  to  slaves,  had  increased  from  one-fifth 
to  one-third.  In  Virginia,  from  one-seventeenth 
to  one-thirteenth.  In  North  Carolina,  from  one- 
nineteenth  to  one-sixteenth.  In  South  Carolina, 
from  one  forty-sixth  to  onc'forty-third. 

In  Georgia,"  however,  the  proportion  has  dimin- 
ished from  one  thirty-first  to  one  fifly-eighthj  be- 
cause, as  you  know,  Mr,  Chairman,  the  Legisla- 
ture of  that  State  though1.it  necessary  to  pronibtt . 
the  further  progress  of  emancipation,  and  to  expel 
a  number  of  its  free  blacks.  It  is  worthy  of  re- 
mark, that  this  progress  increases  by  rCgfuar  gra- 
dations as  you  advance  north.  It  is  owing  to 
voluntary  emancipation  no  Less,  perhaps,  than  to 
the  migrations  from  £arope,  that  the  ratio  of 
slaves  to  the  whole  ponuUiion  of  the  United 
Stales  has  been  contindally  decreasing.  In  1790 
they  were  more  than  one-sixth  of  the  aggregate  of 
our  population.  In  1810  they  were  reduced  al- 
most to  one-seventh.  They  now  are,  without 
doubt,  less  than  a  seventh;  and,  before  the  lapse  of 
a  century,  if  things  are  led  lo  their  natural  opera- 
tion, they  will  probably  be  reduced  to  a  tentn,  or 
less.  But,  if  you  enforce  this  restriction,  other 
Slates  will  folbw  the  example  of  Georgia,  and, 
in  their  own  defence,  not  an  entire^  stop  to  the 
further  increase  of  free  blacks  among  them. .  Sure- 
ly, then,  gentlraien  on  the  other  side  will  not 
render  impracticable  (hat  melioration  which  (hey 
so  much  profess  to  cherish. 

But,  if  oirr  brethren  of  the  North  and  East  are 
indiflferent  to  our  interests,  Mrust  they  will  no(  be 
regardless  of  their  own.  Sir,  I  think  that  all  the 
Atlantic  States  are  concernec!  in  opposing  this 
restriction.  If  the  confinement  of  the  black  popu- 
lation to  the  east  of  the  Mississippi,  white  the 
whites  are  free  lo  emigrate  to  the  West,  must  ne-  ' 
cessarily  alter  the  'proportion  of  their  numtiers,  as 
I  think  I  have  shown,  then,  in  which  ever  'way  the 
slavery  of  the  blacks  may  terminate,  the  ftrength 
and  influence  of  the  Atlantic  Stales  will  be  greatly 
impaired.  As  olir  population  advances  westward- 
ly,  the  line  of  looal  division  will  probably  Ik,  not 
as  at  present,  between  the  North  and  the  South, 
bnt  t>etween  the  Western  and  Atlantic  States. 
On  all  (Questions  concerning  foreign  commerce  or 
navigation,  the  interests  of  the  iaiter  will,  in  time, 
be  the  same;  and  these  interests  cannot  be  pro- 
tected against  the  preponderating  influence  of  the 
West,  without  a  voice  and  numbers  that  will 
secure  respect.  Besides,  without  waiting  for  the 
dangerous  epoch  I  htive  mentioned,  if  the  argu- 
ments be  just,  (hat  a  Stale  will  possess  more 
wealth,  and  strength,  ind  weight  in  the  Legiria- 
ture,  when  inhabited  by  freemen  ibon  by  slaves, 
it  seems  strange  that  gentlemen  from  the  North 
should  seek  to  increase  that  political  influence 
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which,  OB  ihe  aupposition  of  local  parties,  will  be 
oppoaed  to  tbem,  and  to  lewen  thai  of  their  oato- 
ral  allies. 

Before  I  conclude,  I  will  take  a  curswy  notice 
of  some  furthd  consideratioDS  which  wne  urged 
in  favor  of  this  restrictioa. 

The  member  from  New  York,  who  moved  the 
amendment,  (Mr.  Taylor,)  said  that  the  further 
diffusion  of  slkves  would  lessen  the  revenue  of  the 
nation,  inasmuch  as  the  consumption  of  slaves  is 
less  than  that  of  freemen.  No  argument  could 
have  been  more  unfortunate  than  this.  It  is  well 
known  to  us  all.  Chat  the  slaveholding  Slates  are 
generally  opposed  to  an  increase  of  Ihe  impost,  and 
the  other  States  generally  friendly  to  it ;  and  thia 
because  we  are  the  greatest  consumeisof  imported 
goods,  and  they  are  the  most  extensively  engaged 
m  domestic  manufactures.  Aak,  sir,  the  great  im- 
porters ol  Ne.w  York  to  whom  they  make  the  chief 
sale»  of  foreign  merchandise,  and  thev  will  tell  you, 
to  the  merchants  of  the  Carolinas,  of  Georgia,  and 
Virginia. 

Another  objection  has  been  drswn  from  the  in- 
crease  of  representation  which  Missouri  would  de- 
rive from  its  slave  population ;  and  a  member  from 
Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Hghphill,)  in  urging  this 
argument,  observed  that  a  citizen  in  the  slavehold- 
ing States,  who  owned  an  hundred  slaves,  had  as 
many  votes  as  sixty  freemen  in  the  other  States. 
This  remark  did  not  partake  of  the  candor  which 
io  general  characterized  that  gentleman's  speech. 

Sir,  in  the  slaveholding  Stales,  one  slav^older, 
having  the  right  of  sunrage,  has  no  more  votes 
than  another.and  if  we  esCLmaCe  the  addilionalin- 
fluence  which  eacii  owner  derives  from  the  reprc- 
sentationof  two-lifthsof  the  slaves,  it  will  be  found 
to  be  less  than  a  vote  and  a  half,  msCead  of  sixty 
to  one.  For  this  small  difference  of  political  power, 
they  pay  a  full  cons^eration,  not  only  by  bearing 
a  greater  share  of  direct  taxes,  but  by  contributing 
more  largely  to  the  revenue  arising  from  impost. 
But  these  objections  are,  moreover,  founded  op  the 
fallacy  that  the  number  of  slaves  will  be  increased 
by  their  further  introduction  into  Missouri.  But 
it  is  conceded  that  their  mnltiplicalion  is  as  great 
Bt  present  as  the  laws  of  nature  permit ;  and  we 
bave  seen  that  they  will  continue  to  increase,  at 
their  present  rate,  whether  they  be  confined  to  the 
slaveholding  States  or  not ;  it  follows,  therefore,, 
that  the  question  is  not  whether  we  shall  bave  the 
same  number  on  the  east  or  the  west  side  of  the 


But  it  oas  also  been  said.  Chat  the  slaves,  in  a 
slaveholdingState,increase  taster  than  thefreemen. 
Sir,  the  census  dves  evidence  of  no  such  fact,  not- 
'withstanding  wnat  more  than  one  publication  has 
stated  to  the  contrary.  If  we  take  tlie  whole  slave- 
faotdine  district  together,  (and  this  is  the  only  fair 
-way  of  making  the  comparison,)  it  will  be  found 
that  the  increase  of  tbe  whites,  from  the  year  ISOO 
to  1810,  was  as  one  hundred  to  twenty-six,  while 
that  of  the  slaves,  in  the  same  time,  was  as  bae 
hundred  to  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine.  This 
difference  of  increase  amounts  onlv  to  about  forty 
thousand  in  favorof  the  blacks;  wnbh  is  certainly 
not  more  than  can  be  accounted  for  by  the  iinpor- 
leth  Con.  1st  Sbsb.— 49 


UtioD  from  the  year  1800  to  1808,  when  Congress 
put  a  stop  to  (hat  abominable  traffic  ;  and  to  the 
emigration  to  the  northwest  of  the  OhiO(  of  which 
I  have  spoken.  Leaving  out  the  States  of  South 
Carolina  and  Gieorgia,  the  white  population  hae 
gained  a  little  upon  ibe  slaves.  The  trath  is,  that 
if  there  be  some  causes  more  favorable  to  the  nat- 
ural increase  of  the  blacks,  there  are  others  more 
favorablelo  that  of  the  whites.  Thereia,  therefore, 
very  little  difference  between  them ;  aa4  the  in- 
crease of  both  is  nearly  at  its  maximum. 

There  is,  however,  an  objection  of  more  plausi- 
bility, to  which  1  will  advert.  It  is  said  that,  by 
extending  the  market  for  slaves  to  Missourij  we 
shall  encourage  the  African  stave  trade.  Sir,  I 
cannot  be  brought  to  believe  that  our  Qovemment 
is  not  able  to  carry  into  execution  the  laws  it  has 
inade  against  this  diseraceftd  traffic.  But  suppo- 
sing that  asmall  number  of  slaves  should  be  smug- 
gled into  the  country  in  spite  of  our  uiipoEt  vigi- 
tai)ce;.they  will  then  remain  in  Louisiana  and 
Georgia,  where  their  labor  is  most  valuable,  and 
not  be  transported  in  to  Missouri.  The  slaves  which 
would'be  carried  to  that  State  wonld  be  principally 
originalmembersof  the  families  of  emigrants;  and 
it  is  extremely  improbable  that  any  would  be  car- 
ried there  friMir'the  Oulf  of  Mexico.  The  trade  is 
known  to  be  in  a  contrary  direction ;  nor  do  I  re- 
member ever  to  have  seen  in  Virginia  a  slavewho 
was  born  in  Africa  ;  except  in  a  single  instance,  in 
a  town  in  which  I  live.  If  we  regard  the  known 
current  of  trade,  it  is  just  as  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  our  settlements  on  the  Missouri  will  give  new 
encouragement  to  the  smugglingoftea^ftK  example, 
in  Passamaqnoddy  Bay,as  of  negroes  m  Louisiana. 

Bnt  the  zeal  and  ingenuity  of  gentlemen  have 
found  a  further  motive  for  this  restriction,  to  the 
peculiar  liability  of  slavehdding  Stales  to  insur- 
rections, and  in  the  neater  probability  of  their  in- 
volving the  General  Qovemment  in  war.  But,  Mr. 
Chairman,  a  similar  objection  may  be  made  to  the 
further  extension  of  our  foreign  commerce.  All 
the  maritime. wars  in  which  this  Government  has 
been'inrolved,h&vegrown  out  of  foreign  commerce. 
Now,  what  would  the'  members  from  tbe  new 
Stale  of  Maine  say,  if  they  were  told,  that,  as  that 
commerce  to  which,  they  were  addicted,  was  dan- 
gerous to  the  peace  of  the  United  States,  they  must 
agree  to  abandon  it  before  they  could  be  admitted 
into  the  Union  7  If  they  could  insist  that  thev 
already  possessed  thb  commerce,  that  (he  other  ad- 

f'oining  States  were  allowed  to  prosecute  it  unmp- 
ested,  and  that  no  discrimination  could  justly  be 
made  between  them  and  the  other  members  otlhe 
same  Confederaey,  the  representative  of  Missouri 
might  allege  the  same  arguments  in  his  favor ;  and 
no  reply  could  be  made  to  him,  which  would  not, 
with  equal  propriety,  be  made  to  the  mmibefs  from 
Maine.  Such  a  discrimination  being  equally  odi- 
ous, unreasonable,  and  oppressive  to  both,  I  trust 
it  wilt  be  attempted  on  neither. 

Having  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  examined  this  great 
question,  with  all  the  fairness  of  which  1  am  ca- 
pable, I  entreat  the  Committee  to  give  these  sug- 
gestions their  serious  consideration.  If  my  views 
of  the  coniequettces  of  this  policy  be  correct,  as  I 
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nligJouBly  believe  them  to  be,  it  must  be  seen  thai 
tbs  slaveDoldiog  States  bi%  bound  to  resist  the  Te- 
strictioD  at  erery  hazard.  I  mrao  not  this  aa  a 
threat :  but  merely  to  remind  ibem  of  the  uncon- 
IrolUble  influence  of  the  taw  of  self-preservation  ; 
and  to  appeal  to  tbe  interest  which  every  member 
of  this  Committee  must  take  in  the  safety  of  the 
UnioD,  and  the  welfare  of  every  part  of  it. 

When  Mr.  T.  had  concluded— 

Mr.  Shitb,  of  Maryland,  rose  and  observed, 
that  a  lar^e  number  of  his  constituents  had  ex- 
prosed  tbeir  opinion  in  opposition  to  the  opinion 
which  he  was  known  to  entertain  on  this  subject, 
and  it  might  be  presumed  that  he  desired  to  dduver 
his  reasons  for  the  vote  which  he  should  give. 
But,  Mr.  S.  said,  the  public  business  was  suffer- 
ing hy  the  protraction  of  the  debate;  tbe  mem- 
bm  are  wearv  of  it ;  every  one's  opinion  wai  made 
up  on  it ;  ana  he  was  unwilling  to  consume  Ike 
timeof  the  Committee  by  any  remarks  on  the  quce- 
tion.  He  therefore  forebore,  and  he  hapei  the 
qiHBtion  would  be  taken. 

Mr.  VftixxK,  of  North  Carolina,  toK  ihet  to 
address  the  Committee  on  the  question ;  but  the 
qtiestion  was  called  for  so  clamorously  and  so  per- 
Mreriogly  that  Mr.  W.  could  proceed  no  futher 
than  to  move  that  the  Committee  rise. 

Tbe  Committee  refUied  to  rise,  by  almost  a 
unanimous  vote. 

Mr.  Beecbeb,  of  Ohio,  then  staled  that  it  was 
his  wish  to  be  heard  on  the  question ;  and,  if  not 
allowed  an  opportunity  of  spring  in  Committee, 
he  should  do  so  in  the  House,  unless  prevented  by 
force ;  and  he  mored  that  the  Committee  should 
then  rise. 

This  motion  was  lost  by  a  very  laree  majority. 

Mr.  Shitb,  of  North  Carolina,  said  the  courae 
be  was  about  to  propose  was  unusual  and  perhaps 
without  ^recedml — that  was,  to  call  tbe  previous 
question  m  Committee  of  the  Whole  \  but,  as  he 
conceived  the  motion  would  be  sustained  by  the 
rules  and  orders  of  the  House,  and  to  put  an  end 
to  any  further  debate  on  the  amendmeut,  he  moved 
for  the  prerioua  question  thereon. 

The  Chair  conceived  that  the  motion  was  not 
in  order. 

Mr.  Randolph  asked  leave  of  the  mover  of  this 
course,  to  sunest  to  him  a  less  invidious  mode 
of  getting  at  his  object.  If  the  Committee  should 
eoosmt  to  rise,  and  the  House  would  refuse  it 
leave  to  sit  again,  the  question  would  then  be  in 
the  House ;  and  that  was  tbe  only  way,  Mr.  R. 
•aid,  that  the  Committee,  worn  down  by  what  was 
called  a  discilssioQ,  could  be  relieved  from  it.  He 
hoped,  wherever  possible,  that  the  previous  ques- 
lioD  should  be  dispensed  with ;  bat  if  some  mode 
were  not  devised  of  getting  clear  of  this  debate,  he 
believed  he  ^hould  become  reconciled  to  it — though 
a  man  convinced  against  his  will  was  of  the  same 
opiniob  still. 

Mr.  CLAif  /Speaker)  observed,  that  theprmou* 
quotum  would  not  effect  the  object  of  the  gentle- 
man who  moved  it  j  because  its  effect  would  be 
to  put  aside  the  question  on  the  amendment  alto- 
gether ;  and  though  that  might  be  a  very  happy 
effect,  yet  it  was  not,  he  presumed,  desired  by  tbe 


Committee,  and  he  thongbt  it  fair  to  warn  gen- 
tlemen  of  an  effect  that  he  supposed  was  not  an- 

Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  though  he  bad 
felt  hiouelf  at  entire  liberty  to  make  a  motion, 
intended  to  stop  the  debate,  inasmuch  as  he  bad 


stated  by  the  Speaker,  he  would  withdraw  his 


n  Mr.  TAYLon'fl 
I,  by  Irom  IS  to 


Tbe  question  was  then  taken  o 
proposed  restriotioD,  and  agreed  t 
IS  votes. 

Mr.  Tatlob  then  moved  that  the  Committee 
rise,  as  he  presuiaEd  it  was  not  prepared  logo  into 
the  various  details  of  the  1»11  this  evening,  several 
of  which  were  important,  and  would  give  rise  to 
many  questions. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Scott  and 
Mr.  STBOTHEn,  and  suf^rted  by  Mr.  Bbkobant. 
It,  however,  finally  prevailed,  anid 

The  Committee  obtained  leave,  ayes  90,  to  sil 
again ;  and,  about  fire  o'clock,  the  House  ad- 
journed. 

Satobdat,  March  36. 

Mr.  Abcbeh,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Expenditures,  submitted  to  the  House  certain  doc- 
uments in  relation  to  the  expenditures  of  puUic 
moneys  in  the  Naval  Department,  and  to  a  re- 
trenchment of  expenditures  in  said  department; 
which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Smttb,  &om  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  iheex- 
pediency  of  establishing  an  addictocal  National 
Armory,  made  a  refwrt  unfavorable  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  an  additiooal  armory;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Robert  Moore,  from  the  coftimittee  ap- 
pointed on  tbe  pefition  of  John  Wells,  made  a  re- 
port thereon ;  and,  by  leave  of  the  House.  rFported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  said  John  Wells ;  which 
bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
.  act  for  the  relief  of  Bowie,  Kurtz,  and  others,"  in 
which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House- 
The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  for  the  relief  of  the 
.  legal  representatives  of  John  O'Conner,  deceased, 
was  read  the  third  time :  when,  some  debate  ensu- 
ing on  its  merits,  the  bill  was,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Stobbs,  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
THE  MlSSOUBl  BILL. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  announeed  from  the 
Chair,  being  the  uafloished  Misinessof  yesterday — 

Mr.  Hill  renewed  the  motion  which  he  made 
yesterday,  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  be 
discharged  from  the  further  eoBsideracion  of  the 
Missouri  bill ;  but  the  motion  was  nut  sustained 
by  a  majority  of  the  House. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Cominitte« 
of  tbe  Whole,  on  the  said  bill. 

Mr.  Stobks,  of  New  York,  ntoTed  to  amend  the 
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bHl  bf  inserttng,  in  tbe  4th  section,  (immediktely 
precediDg  the  TcairictiTe  amendineiit  adopted  ye»- 
lerdar,)  th«  following  proriao: 

"Tbal,  in  ill  thit  tract  of  coantr;  ceded  by  France 
to  ths  United  8ui«i,  nndir  the  ntma  of  LouiiJina, 
(rtiich  liM  north  of  ihirtj-iii  drgreei  and  thiitj  min- 
utei  north  latitude,  elceiiling  only  ■urh  part  tbereaf  if 
ii  included  within  the  limit*  of  th«  Suta  eonlemplated 
by  Xh'u  act,  ihere  ihall  be  neither  ilaTerjr  oar  inTolun- 
ttry  Hrrltiiile,  otfaerwin  thin  in  the  pdniibment  of 
crtmea,  whereof  the  party  iball  bite  b«en  duly  con- 


daimed  in  any  Slate  orTetrttory  ofltie  United  Stitei, 
nich  fagillVB  may  be  liwhlly  r»cliimed,  and  eonvtjei 
to  the  person  claiming  Ma  or  hei  labor  or  aciTice,  ai 
aJoreaaid." 


Mr.STORRSsupporiedbisunendmeDIinaEpeecn 
of  couiderable  lengtb ;  onbracing,  incidefitanr,  id 
the  Knee  of  his  remarks,  an  examination  of  the 
right  of  impoaiog  the  alarny  restriction  on  Mis- 


M(.  RaiiboLth  next  rose,  end  ipoke  more  than 
four  homis  against  the  aiaendment,  and  on  the 
topics  connected  with  it,  the  subject  of  restriction, 
&e.  When  he  had  concluded,  (about  half-past 
fbtiT  o'clock,)  an  ineffectual  motion  was  made  for 
the  Committee  to  rise. 

Mr.  Beecbgr,  of  Ohio,  then  took  the  floor,  attd 
proceeded  a  short  time  in  a  speech  on  the  subjett, 
when  he  gave  way  for  a  moiion  for  the  Commit- 
tee to  rise,  which  prevailed,  and  about  6ve  o'clock 
the  House  adjourned. 


Monday,  February  28. 

Mr.  Mxrus presented  apetilion of  HTcriste Mau- 
ri, a  native  of  Venice,  in  Italy,  and  a  naturalized 
citizen  of  the  United  Slates,  stating  that  it  is  his 
iitteatioB  to  attempt  the  establishment  of  a  colony 
of  Venetians  iu  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose 
of  culti  voting  the  Tine,  and  raising  the  silk  worm, 
and  praying  a  grant  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  to  each  male  emigrant  of  the  age  of 
twwity-one  years  and  upwards,  at  the  minimum 
iR-ice,  with  an  extended  credit,  and  under  Auch 
other  tertns  and  conditions  as  Congress  may  think 
proper  to  presciibe^— Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Sbboeaht  presented  a  schedule  of  fees  of 
office,  proper  to  beallowed  and  taxed  in  the  courts 
of  the  United  Slates  in  the  district  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, approved  and  signed  by  Ricbaid  Peters,  jui%e 
of  the  distrtqt  court  of  that  district;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Conunhtee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  RAnnoLFB,  fiMH  the  coromiltee  appointed 
for  the  purpose,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
familv  of  the  late  Oliver  Hazard  Pefvy,  and  for 
the  educBtion  of  his  children  at  the  public  charge  j 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Smyth,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  respecting  the  military  es- 
tablishment of  the  United  States ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Commillec  of  the  Whole 


Mr.  Smyth  reported  a  Ult  authorizing  grants  of 
bounty  land,  in  certain  eatea;  which  was  rend 
twice,andcommittedtoaCommittee  of  the  Whole  ' 

to-morrow. 
Mr.  Hardin  submitted  the  following  resolution: 
Seiohed,  That  a  committee  be  appoialed  lo  inquire 
into  (he  expediency  of  authoiiiiag  the  Secralaty  of  the 
Treiiury  to  aubicribe,.  aa  itock,  in  the  company  incor- 
porated by  the  Legiililute  of  Kentacky,lo  cot  a  canal 
round  the  fills  in  the  Ohio  river,  any  nnnber  of  share* 
not  eieecdiug  fi*e  himdied. 

Mr.  H.  entered  into  someexplanationsinBaBport 
of  his  motion,  and  to  secure  to  it  the  favor  of  the 

Mr.  Hbhurioks,  of  Ohio,  proposed  an  amend- 
ment to  the  resolution,  having  for  its  object  to  in- 
clude a  similar  inquiry  as  to  subscribing  a  like 
number  of  ahares  lo  the  stock  of  the  JefiersoD  Ohio 
Canal  Company,  and  spoke  a  short  time  in  bvor 
of  his  motion  ;  when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  SurrH,  of 
Maryland,  the  resolution  was  for  the  present  laid 
on  the  table. 

On  motion  ofMi.CBAffPOBD,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  providing  by  law  for  the  compensation 
of  losses  occasioDed  by  the  impressment  and  ap- 
[dication  of  private  propert;^  to  the  milita^  servica 
of  the  United  Smtee,  during  the  late  BeminoU 

SBMINOLE  WAR,  dec 

Mr.  STonna,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  17lh  of  December  last,  to  inquire  and  report 
whether  any  of  the  public  moneys  appropriated  by 
Congress  fur  the  pay  and  Eubeistencc  of  the  regular 
Army  of  the  United  Stales,  since  the  4ih  of  March, 
181S,  have  been  applied  to  the  support  of  any 
army,  or  detachment  of  troops,  raised  without  the 
consent  of  this  House,  or  the  authority  of  Con- 
grera,  made  a  report  thereon ;  which  was  read,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  report  is  as  fbUowa : 

The  committee  appointed,  on  the  tOth  day  of  D^ 
cember  tut,  to  inqaice  andreporltolhsHonsaaf  Ba^ 
mentilivei  wheiber  any  of  uie  paUie  moneys  a|^r»> 
priated  by  Congreia,  for  the  pay  and  aubsiatenee  of 
the  reaular  Army  of  the  Unitad  States,  since  Um  4th 
day  of  March.  I-SIB.  have  been  applied  to  the  sapport 
of  any  army,  or  detachment  of  troop*,  raited  witlu>nt 
the  conaentof  the  Honie,  or  theaBthorilyof  Congreaa, 
reapectfully  report:  That,  on  the  llthday  of  Jannaix, 
tSIS,  Colonel  Deiid  Brearly,  of  the  7th  legiment  of 
the  United  Statei  infantry,  who  wu  about  to  prooead 
from  Hartford,  in  the  Suie  of  Georgia,  to  the  Creak 
Agency,  on  public  service,  was,  by  an  order  from  Major 
Ueneral  Edmund  P.  Gainea,  authorixed  to  receive  inlo 
the  service  of  the- United  State*  not  aiceeding  fiva 
hundred  Indiana  of  the  Creek  nation ;  and  ahould  the^ 
volunteer  their  aervjcea,  to  mniter,  inspaet,  and  provi- 
■ion4hem,  and  direct  their  march  to  Fort  Scott.  In 
obedience  to  this  order.  Colonel  Brearly,  ehortly  aAor 
hit  iirival  at  the  Agency,  proceeded  to  fulfil  the  intan- . 
tiona-of  the  commaniling  General.  The  neceaaary 
meaautes  were  taken  lor  aaaembling  the  warrion  of 
that  tribe;  and  it  being  ascertained  that  nearly  the 
nhola  effective  force  of  the  nation  would  eooiant  tt> 
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•ane,  ■rrang«nimti  nere  made  fur  mDitaing  Ikem 
ima  KrTiev,  ind  orgiDiiinn  Ibem.  TbNe  Rmnge- 
menU  were,  Ihat  tbe  wbols  forci  wu  to  be  dcnomioa- 
ted  ■  regiment,  to  conniiil  of  eightren  cumpiaiei,  to  be 
officered  acuirdmg  to  ihe  reguialitina  of  tbe  Armj  of 
tbe  United  Stilee;  ibtt  William  Mclntoih,  tbe  prin- 
cipal wer  cbief  of  tbe  nation,  ahoald  rank  u  fall  culo- 
Del,  and  ihe  Itra  cbiefa.  George  LotoK  and  Noble  Ken- 
Dard,  aBmejort.  Tbia  arrange  in  en  t  wai  communicaled 
to  General  Qainei,  then  at  Hartford,  nbn  approved  of 
Ihe  proreediiig  of  Colonel  Brearly,  informing  bim,  by 
•  letter  of  tbe  S9lh  day  of  Januar;,  iSIB.  that  be  nould 
dteerfolly  accept  tbe  urvicea  of  all  tbe  Indiana  who 
atigbt  be  diapMsd  to  join  bim;  wbich  tliapoiiLioD  Ca\. 
Brearlj  waa  directed  to  encourage  la  far  ■■  practica- 
ble- Pursuant  lo  tbeae  inalnictiona,  ana  ibonaandfiie 
hundred  and  thiity-acvea  wirriare  vera  mmleted  into 
(he  Bervica  of  the  United  Sutoa,  on  or  about  Ihe  S4tb 
da;  of  February,  1616,  and  aetred  until  the  early  part 
Oflbemonthorllajlbereafier.  Including  Ooir  Haujo, 
a  chief  of  the  Creek  qation,  and  aeTcnLy-five  wartion, 
who  bud  been  muetered  into  lervics  on  the  Sih  day  of 
Decemlwr,  1817,  tbe  whole  number  of  Indian  forcea 
employed  during  thia  period  amounted  to  one  Iboua- 
anJ  Bii  hundred  and  IhittSfn  men,  William  Mclntoab 
brid  tbeiank  of  brii;adiet  general,  and  receited,  in  that 
capacity,  one  bundrrd  and  four  doMira  per  month  pay, 
■eteniy-lwo  dollora  per  montb  for  eobaiMence,  forty 
doilara  jier  month  for  forage,  and  forty-two  dollar*  and 
twenty-aeven  cenla  per  month,  allowance  fbraerranta; 
bating  received,  for  two  manlba  and  fil\een  dayi  aer- 
iire,'rruDi  tbe  34th  day  ot  February  to  the  ninth  day 
of  Hay,  IBIB,  ibe  lum  of  ail  hundred  and  forly-fiTe 
dotlara  and  aevenly-iwn  cents.      George  Lovetl,  Noble 

KcDnard,  Samuel  Hawkina.  and Blue,  nere  ai' 

Hgned  lo  the  rank  of  majora,  in  which  capacity  they 
aerred  from  Ihe  34th  day  of  February  until  the  11th 
day  of  April,  when  tbe  American  army,  under  tbe 
Mnmandol  Majiir  General  Andrew  Jackaon,  then  hsT- 
ing  arriird  near  lo  Suwaney  ri>er,  after  tbe  caplura  ol 
Port8L  Maika,  in  the  8|<aniah  prooiiire  ofEaat  Flori- 
da, l.oveil  and  Kennard  ware  promoted  lo  the  rank  of 
full  odoodB,  and  Hawkina  aod  Blue  to  tbe  rank  of 
iieuiinaiit  coloneln,  in  which  capacities  ihay  reapec- 
ti*t  ly  arrvcd  until  thpy  were  Uiubarged  fiom  mi 
Tbew  pcraiini  rrceited  for  their  servlcea  during  l 
ptriudii,  the  full  allowance  mide  Ibr  pay,  aubaLiti 
forage,  and  aer»anta,  tn  officers  of  tbe  like  rank  in  tbe 
regular  nrniy.    The  lacancira  occaaiuned  in  ibe  regi- 


DlFDlal  firld  and  a 


Ibe  Oih  dayofAiiril,  1818,  paniallv  filled,  bjtbepro- 
mnlH.n  lo  tbe  rank  .if  majnra  of  two  chief*,  John  Ber- 

Banl   and Matlpy.  who  had   aerieil   aa  captaiaa 

from  Ihe  94ih  day  of  Fdiruary  until  that  ^me.  Tbe 
general  field  and  taff  further  couaiated  of  one  auiat- 
Biit  ailjuunt  gi'neral,  who  receiird  per  monlb  aiity 
doilara  pay,  twenty-fuur  dullan  for  auliaiatence,  twen- 
ty-four doilara  for  forage,  and  twenly-eigbt  dollan  anil 
eighli-en  cenU  allowance  fiiraervaiiti.  Pour  auiatant 
comuiiuiarie*  of  purchaara  were  ulao  appninted,  who, 
reapeclively,  recpivedi^alarii-a  at  the  rate  ol  thirteen  hun- 
dred dnllara  per  annum.  In  sdd.tion  lo  ihete,  38  cep- 
Uini,  SS  flrat  tirutKiianta,  irnd  38  secnnd  lieulenanta, 


■OTKaniiaUon  of  tbe  crpa,  D)i|iointrd  by  the  Creek  ni 
tion  or  Indiana,  under  llic  xtiiction  of  ihe  commatiding 
Genrral.  By  what  aulborilj  tbe  original  arraigement 
for  tbe  orgaoiisiioii  wa*  changed,  Ihe  rank  of  leveral 


of  th«  chiaia  raieed,  and  bq  additional  nninbeT  of  field 
and  ataff  officera  appointed,  the  cooimittM  ha*«  not 
been  able,  concIuaiTely,  to  aacertaia ;  but,  aa  these  *•• 
la  tranaactiona  appear  on  tbe  regolar  pay-rolk  of 
eorpa,  which  hare  been  paaied  to  Ihe  credit  of  Ibe 
officer  who  made  the  ilitburaement,  and  have  been  r«- 
cogni*«d  at  the  War  Department,  it  la  preiumed  that 
they  muat  ha*a  occurred  with  the  aanclion  of  aoma 
public  agent.  The  promotioni,  which  took  place  near 
Sonaney  riTer  on  the  13lh  day  of  April,  181S,  were 
made  by  order  of  Major  General  Jackaon, 

""'lo  aumi  paid  (o  theie  Indim  forcea  for  their  sel* 
■mount  to  thirty  tbouland  one  hundred  and 
twenty-aeven  dollar*  aod  forty-nine  cent*,  includinf 
the  aum  of  three  tbODiand  file  hundred  and  forty -mght 
lollir*  and  forty-eight  cent*,  paid  to  the  General,  Field, 
ind  Stair  To  aacertain  out  of  what  fund  lhe*e  dif 
buraementa  were  made,  a  letter  Waa  addroMed  lo  tbe 
Second  Anditor  of  the  Treainry,  in  whoie  office  thew 
aecouDlawere  audited,  which,  with  hia  anawer  iberato, 
dated  on  Ihe  14«h  nllimo,  ia  aobmitted  with  thia  re- 
port. By  Ihi*  commuBication,  it  appeara  that  it  be- 
came queationable  out  of  what  fund  tbeae  forcea  ware 
to  be  paid  \  but,  after  examination,  it  waa  concluded 
by  the  Secretary  of  tbe  War  Departaieiit,  for  the  rea- 
aona  alatwl  in  the  and  letter,  lo  carry  Ihe  eipenditnre 
to  the  charge  of  the  appropriation  made  by  Congrea* 
far  the  pay  of  the  Army  of  the  United  Sl«t**  for  that 
year. 

For  the  purpoae  of  determining  with  ceilainty  by 
what  authority  these  forcea  were  railed,  the  Secretary 
of  the  War  Department  wa*  reqoeited  lo  furniah  to 
the  committee  "copies  of  any  orders  (if  any  sDcb  ei- 
i*ted)  which  might  have  issued  from  the  VVar  Depart- 
ment" to  the  commanding  officers  nf  the  soutbem 
division  of  the  army,  ■<  by  airtue  of  which"  tbeae  Indian 
force*  were  "  railed,  officered,  and  taken  into  ser- 
vice." Tbe  anawer  of  tbe  Secretary  of  thet  depatt- 
ment,  dated  on  tbe  SSd  ultimo,  referring  the  committee 
lo  Ihe  docnment*  ^Lerein  stated,  oonlaina  all  the  inlbr- 
ualiiHi  relating  lo  tbe  subjsct  of  inquiry  eiUtinf  in 
the  War  Department,  Alier  careful  and  deliberate' 
examination  oftheae  document*,  the  committee  cannot 
diacuver  that  any  order*  whatever  are  therein  con- 
tained, which,  by  the  moat  forced  and  artificial  con- 
■Iruction,  could  be  deemed  even  to  imply  an  aulharilj 
from  Ihe  War  Department  to  mualet  into  lernee, 
organiie,  or  employ,  Ihe  Indian  forces  under  tbe  comj 
mend  of  William  Mclntoah  and  tbe  chiefs  of  the  Creek 
nition.  The  papers  referred  to  contain  no  order* 
whateveT  addreised  to  General  Qaine*,  and  only  one 
bear*  date^preriou*  to  tbe  iaujngof  the  order*  by  that 
officer  to  Colonel  Brearly  for  employing  tbe  Indian 
wartiora.  Thia  order  ia  addreued  to  Major  General 
Jackaon ;  and,  an  far  aa  Ihia  commonicatioa  and  lbs 
anawer  of  Gen.  JackioB  thereto,  of  the  39lh  Janaar^y, 
ISIS,  furnish  an^  aid  lo  thia  branch  of  the  inquiry,  it 
ia  Blronglyto  be  inferred  that  the  employment  of  tbeae 
force*  was  neither  in  accordanoe  with  tbe  riewa  of 
the  War  Department,  nor  juatified  by  any-  eiistinf 
necessity.  In  Ibe  cammunication  of  the  Secrelaiy  of 
War  to  General  Jackaon,  of  Iho  26th  day  of  Decen- 
ber,  1BI7,  directing  him  to  aaaume  the  command  of  lb* 
fbrce*  employed  in  the  vicinitji  of  Fort  Scott,  against 
tbe  Seminole  Indian*,  be  wa*  informed  that  "  the  reg- 
ular farce  now  there  waa  about  eight  hundred  strong," 
and  "  one  thousand  militia  of  the  State  of  UeorgiA 
were  called  into  aervice  i"  "  that  General  Gaine*  eati- 
mated  the  strength  of  the  Indians  at  twenty-acTen 
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handred."  Tbe  uitwei  of  Qensnl  JKckKm  to 
Wit  Dapftilincnt,  of  tb«  Sfidi  jBouirj,  1818,  iDfimnad 
dwt  Depirtmant,  thkt  "  the  troopa  inembled  oa  tba 
•o«(h«ii  bauodarj,  ninforc^d  nitb  Ibe  Tennencc 
vdnutMn  oiled  into  wrriee,"  woold  enable  bim  "  to 
inflkt  ipeedy  and  merited  chutiwmFQt  on  tbe  drinded 
BeaunoW"  Theea  Indian  fiiroe*  were  not  mnitered 
into  MTTic*  antil  the  a4th  dij  of  Febniaij  tberaafter. 
In  tbe  judfoxal,  therefore,  of  the  oommanding  officer 
•f  tb»  •ontbarn.dirUian  of  tha  Ann;  of  the  Uoilid 
etatoi,  the  addition  of  tbis  eitraordiaar;  fam  of  aii- 
tem  hundred  ailH  thirteen  Indian  warrion  wai  net 
deemed  DMeawtj  to  the  exeention  of  the  orden  which 
had  bwn  inned  for  "•apeedjand  aacooMfhl  Mriai- 
nation  of  tha  Indian  war."  In  eoaflnafttion  of  the  opin- 
ion thai  the  emiHoymeut  of  Uieae  foroea  ww  ilnrad 
in  that  light  b;  tbe  couaianding  General,  tbe  commit- 
to«  rabmil  with  Ihia  report  the  proceeding*  of  a  eonrt 
martial  conTonad  by  hii  order  fcr  the  trinJ  of  Colonel 
David  Brearir,  who  wa>  arreilad  on  tlie  applioation 
of  Genaril  Gaine*  on  charges  of  alleged  neglect  of 
dnt;  in  not  forwarding  certain  nnpliei  from  tbe  Crank 
Agenej,  dealined  for  the  naa  of  the  troopa  of  the  Uni- 
ted aiatH  and  Georgia  militia  atitioned  near  the 
Cbehsw  Tlllag*  and  at  Port  Seoll.  To  tbne  ctiarga* 
exhibited  b;  Qeneral  Oainea  waa  added,  bj  order  of 
Major  General  JackMO,  a  charge  of  "  anmilitary  coa- 
duct,"'ondcr  which  wae  specified  an  alleged  <^nce, 
"that  the  laid  Colonel  Diiid  Brearlj did, in  tfaemonlh 
of  Febmary  or  March,  1618,  miuler  into  tha  serrica 
of  the  United  Stataa  a  large  bodj  of  Indian  warriora, 
at  or  near  Port  HHcheli,  theral^  amau&iing  a  large 
qnantitj  of  the  snppliea  laid  in  and  dattined  for  the 
loliafofFM't  Scott,  and  loAiniah  tba  Tanneaaae  toI- 
nnteeis  i"  wU^  act  w  tberain  alleged  to  have  "  tended 
inaniAatly  to  tha  injniy  of  the  Mrrice." 

After  an  inveatigation  of  aeTcral  daji.  Col.  Brearlj 
waa  honorably  acquitted  of  all  tbe  cbargaa  prebrred 
againrt  him.  Tt)a  eomtnanding  General,  by  an  order 
of  the  GUt  day  of  Anguet,  1818,  approving  the  een- 
«  of  tha  eonrt  on  thia  apacification,  obaerTed  that 


latter,  bearing  data  tbe  SSlb  of  Jannary,  that  be  waa 
ordered  to  accept  all  Uie  Indiana  that  might  be  dia- 
poaed  to  join  bim."  Notwithatandiog  the  commission 
of  thia  act,  so  "  manifestly"  injnrioni  to  the  service, 
waa  Ihns  directly  traoed  to  the  tnpertor  officer  of  Ualo- 
nal  Breariy,  no  proceedings  have  been  liace  inatilntad 
to  fix  the  respcnailnUtf  of  the  alleged  offenca  on  the 
officer  from  whom  tba  order  emanated. 

The  committee  further  report,  that  it  appean  from 
the  documenii  to  which  they  have  been  referred  by 
the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  the  SSd  ultima, 
that  Major  General  Andrew  Jackion  having  been  di- 
rected by  thai  Department,  on  tba  SBlh  of  December, 
ISIT,  to  asaame  the  command  qf  the  forces  in  the 
vicinity  of  fori  Scott,  was  ordered  to  call  on  tha  £i- 
ecuiiiea  of  the  adjoining  Slates  for  such  additional 
militia  dree  of  At  said  States  as  ho  should  deem  il 
laquisite  to  raiie  for  tba  eiecuUon  of  bis  orders,  to 
teiminlte  the  conflict  Uien  commeoced  with  the  Sem- 
inole triba  of  IndUms.  Instead  of  obeying  this  order, 
he  proceeded  to  levy  m  Rrmy  from  the  people  of 
tbe  States  of  Tennesaea  and  Kenluckj,  by  circular 
latlers,  privately  addressed  to  individual  ctljzcna  of  hi* 
own  selection.  .  In  this  circalar  address  dated  on  the 
Iltb  day  of  January,  1818,  Iha  aid  of  one  regiment 
only,  to  be  eompoaad  of  one   thousand  men,  waa  re-. 


qaeated.  At  a  meeting,  howeiar.  of  the  cittians  who 
were  to  command,  as  officers,  this  corps  of  levies,  on 
the  I9th  day  of  January,  therBafter,  Oeaeiil  Jackaan 
accepted  the  servicea  of  two  regiments,  to  be  roiaed  by 
voluntary  enliatmenU,  which  were  accordingly  assem- 
bled together,  coosislingofone  ibobaand  two  hundred 
and  eightj-sii  citizens  of  those  Stales,  who  wereorgaa- 
iied  as  auiiliiries,  ihto  an  army  of  mounted  gunmen. 
The  organiialioo  of  the  officers  commanding  these 
regitnents  wss  made  under  the  aothorilj  and  sanction 
of  the  commaniling  General,  and  cunaiited  of  one 
aaalatant  aJjulaQt  general,  one  assistant  inapectot 
general,  one  assistant  deputy  quartermaster  general, 
one  judge  adiDcsle,  one  chaplain,  two  colonels,  four 
liantenanl  colonels,  four  majors,  four  adjuUnta,  ana 
forage  master,  one  assistant  forage  master,  two  sur- 
geons, four  surgeons'  males,  two  qn arte rmaal era,  and 
eight  non-com  in  isaioned  staff.  To  this  organiiatioa 
of  the  general  reglmantal  field  and  staff,  were  added 
twenty  captains,  twenty  fimllieulenants, twenty  second 

cornets.  The  addiu'dnal  lieutenant  colonel  and  major 
to  each  regiment  was  made  in  consequence  of  an  agree* 
ment  for  that  purpose  originally  made  by  Oeoeral 
Jackson.  Tha  roinona  tendency  of  these  noauthot- 
ized  piDceedinga  ia  forcibly  illustrated  by  the  faol, 
that,  on  the  assembling  of  thsae  farces  for  Ihs  purpose 
of  being  muBiered  into  service,  at  Fayelteville,  they 
brought  with  them  into  camp  no  leas  than  forty  cap> 
tains.  The  reaaon  given  by  the  Inipector  General  of 
the  aouthem  divtsion  of  tbe  Army,  wbo  mualered 
Ihera  into  aarvice,  by  order  of  General  Jacksnn,  fbr 
appointing  an  eitraordinary  anmber  and  grade  of 
company  officers,  appears  in  a  letter  addressed  to  Ibe 
BacreUiT  of  War,  by  that  officer,  of  the  9th  Fabraary, 
1818.  in  this  letter  Colonel  Hayna  obsarve*,  that  to 
"merge  tbe  leaaer  Iracliona  into  ttie  larger,  and  th«i 
amalgamate  them  into  aingle  companiea,  to  cot  down 
captains,  to  leave  out  subalterns,  and  yet  to  satiaiy^ 
and  secure  to  ns  all  the  man,  has  been  a  very  difficult 
task  mdaed.  To  affect  this  object,  I  have  been  obliged, 
in  a  namber  of  caaea,  to  give  an  additional  lieutenant 
add  coraal  to  tbe  companies." 


handa  of  tha  regnlariy  ippointed  offican  of  the  Army 
of  tha  United  Suiaa,  imposed  on  Major  Fanning,  of 
the  corps  of  artillery,  tha  temporary  dutiae  of  depniy 
qnaitarmaatar  general,  and  veated  him  with  authority 
to  draw  on  tha  Quarlermaatar  Oanersl  for  any  addL 
tianal  auma  wanted  for  snppljea.  To  factUtals  tbair 
msrob,  ha  alio  anthoriked  tha  lospaelor  Oanaral  of 
the  aoBtbsrn  dinsioa  of  the  Army  to  dniw,  either  on 
the  Secretary  of  War  or  the  Qaarlarmaatsr  General 
at  Fort  Scott,  for  such  fiiads  as  might  be  found  nacw- 
sary.  Theae  troops,  thus  mnatereil  into  aerrice,  and 
irgobiied,  served  frnro  UukSlsl  day  of  January,  1818, 
inty  Ibe  Sfith  day  of  Jane  thareafkar,  and  have  ra- 
ceived  Irom  the  public  fund^  tha  pay  and  aUowanoM 
made  to  the  tagalat  armies  of  tba  nation. 

The  committee  further  report  that  two  companiea 
of  rangers,  tinder  the  command  of  Captains  Boyle  and 
Gial,  conaisting  of  about  one  hundred  and  farty-flva 
men.werecallediniosarviceby  order  of  HsjorGsneral 
J ackaon,  during  tbe  Seminale  war.  It  doea  not  ap- 
pear Ihst  tbeae  forces  were  mustered  into  aarvica  pof- 
BUsnt  to  any  requirement  on  any  civil  or  aieculive 
officer  of  any  State  or  Territory.  By  tbe  lettar  of 
William  W.  Bibb.Ooramor  of  tha  Alabama  Territory, 
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Amtai  oa  the  l&th  d*T  of  April,  1B18,  it  appein  that 
*t  tha  data  he  was  "  ignoraot  o(  Iha  viewi  of  tb*  Gor- 
wnment  with  rcaiMCt  to  FloriJa,"  that  ha  "  know  bat 
tbs  ordan  vUcb  had  bMn  inuad  lo  Qaaaral  Jaokaan," 
and  tbit  he  waa  "  not  acqaaiated,  in  iny^eBree,  with 
th«  amngementi  on  the  patt  of  Iha  United  Ststei  Tot 
proaacaltDg  tha  war  agaiDat  the  ScmioalB  ladiaiu. 
The  eniwer  of  the  8«c«Ury  of  War  lo  GoTtrnot 
Bibb,  coiDiDunicating  the  infarmatiDQ  ofthiMa  arraof  •■ 
menta  in  replj  to  hii  iuquiriea,  nai  CraoBmitletl  Irain 
ths  War  Deparlmeot  on  tha  IBlh  day  of  Maj,  1818. 
No  muatar  or  payrolU  of  theae  farce*  hate  jet  been 
nceived  at  the  War  Depmttment,  and  no  docmnenta 
can  be  fumialied  ia  tha  public  office*,  by  which  the 
numbar  of  ^aa*  forcai,  the  paiiod  of  Ibair  cnlialJaeDl 
01  diacharge,  tha  mode  in  which  the  officaia  nera  ip- 
pointed,  or  by  whom,  can  be  aatbfictoiily  determiDod. 
(niBGomEDUnieatioDmddTwwid  tathecomi-'-'--  '^-"^- 
Secretary  of  War,  on  the  IStll  initant, 
the  infbrmation  eii«ting  in  the  War  Depi 
t)Te  lo  theaa  companisa  of  nnjera.  The  objeot  lor 
which  theie  Ibrcaa  were  rai*«d,  appean  in  the  latter 
of  General  Jackaon  to  tha  War  Departmant,  daMd  an 
the  Sd  daj  of  June,  IBIS,  and  the  inatructioo*  ia*ued 
to  than  were  to  icour  tha  countij  between  tha  Mobile 
and  ApaUchicol*  ii*et*,  ezlermiDating  eiary  hoatile 
pwU  who  ahould  dare  to  rewat,  and  would  not  *ut' 
nnjet  and  Mtnore  with  their  familieiabata  tha  thirty- 
'£trt  d*sre«  of  latitude.  Sxcapting  Ihii  tetter,  tbi 
odIt  infoimatioD  r^aliva  to  tha**  force*,  which  eiiatj 
in  the  Wai  Depanuant,  i*  found  ia  the  pipai*  refer- 
ledtoiatha  l«tleioFlhe  Sacietai?  of  War  of  tha  10th 
imMDl.  From  Ibem  it  appeaii,  that  Captain  John 
B.  Hogan,  pajmaaler  of  iba  4th  regiment  of  inlan- 
tiy,  wa*  directed  by  Colonel  King,  on  the  ISlh  day 
of  Septantbei,  1616,  to  prepare  an  eatimale  of  the 
amount  of  fund*  ueoeawy  to  pay  theoi  off.  Tbi* 
•aumale  ia  eubmitlad  with  thi*  report,  and  it  appoi 
thaiebj,  Uiat  (be  anm  le^oired  for  thia  purpoaa  aooou- 
to  DinatecD  thouaaod  eight  hundred  and  aixtj-aei 
dollin  and  ninetj-two  cenu,  in  eluding  eight  tbouBad 
fi*e  hnndrod  and  aiily-lhreedolJara,  ibr  pay,  *eiaa 
hnqdrad  and  twenty  dollaia  for  aubaiatence,  and  ten 
thonaand  fin  hondred  and  eightj-foni  tloUan  aJloW' 
•nee  f<K  the  Die  and  riak  of  horaea. 

The««  lariona  Ibrcaa,  forming  on  part  of  tha  MiliUiy 
B*tabli*famai>t  of  tha  United  Bute*  autboriaad  by  Con- 
graia,  and  not  hiTiug  been  called  into  nrvioe  by  virtue 
of  any  law  proriding  fbi  calllDg  forth  the  militia  of 
tba  leTeral  HUtea,  the  committee,  in  obedience  lo  the 
tcaoluiion  of  the  HoD*e,  which  ha*  unpoaad  dd  tbam 
the  duty  of  reporting  whether  any  of  the  appropriationa 
lot  pay  and  aubaialeBCe  of  the  rogttlar  Army  of  the  Uai- 
ted  Sutea  baaa  been  applied  to  the  aupport  of  any 
army  m  deiachmant  of  tioopi  raised  willuMit  tha  eoit- 
•aot  of  thia  Hoaae,  or  tha  aolhoritj  of  Congraaa, 
daoning  that  on  Iha  preMrrition  of  the  CooetitMiaiial 
powers  ofCongrai*  tha  chief  aecnrity  of  the  people  of 
tbMe  United  Slate*  sgaioet  all  encroochaienl*  on  their 
liberlieB  mu*t  for  erar  depend,  and  that  on  the  firm- 
DMa,  jodepeDdenoe,  and  fiJelily  of  their  immadiale 
Ilepie«enUtiTe*,  they  ja«tlj  relj  for  the  proleclion  of 
the  solann  tru*t  confided  to  their  cbuga,  do  uoie- 
•ervadly  eipreaa  to  the  Houie  their  opioion,  tbat  the 
laTjiog  of  tbaae  forcei,  tbeir  orgauiialion  and  smploy- 
Bent  in  lie  public  lemice,  waa  in  »io]alion  of  the 
Conatitntioo  of  tha  United  Stale*,  and  a  dangerou* 
infrlogamenl  on  Uie  ponera  of  Uqngreia. 
To  atwmpt  aeriou*)}  to  Mlabliab,  by  vgoment,  that 


Gongrea*  alona  po«*eit»a  lb*  power  to  r*i*e  anniia 
iii«le*d  of  partaking  of  the  nature  of  an  inquiry  haw 
aitenaiTe  the  breach  auitained  by  tha  CoDatilndon  ha* 
been,  would  rather  imply  that  it  might,  be  dasbted 
whetlier  Ire  hafa  any  Conatitotion  at  all.  In  no  in- 
etance  of  Iha  delegation  of  aoi araignlj  to  Uie  Federal 
OoTeniinent  have  tb*  paople  manifnted  greater  eaa- 
tion  and  wiadom,  than  in  conftdiag  lo  their  inaedlale 
Bepte**nlali>e*  tha  eierciaa  of  Ihia  power,  which, 
abo**  all  otbera,  U  auaceplible  of  the  nuial  alarqing 
■bu*ea  in  exry  gosemment.  The  aiperience  of  all 
uationa  had  unifonoly  taught  than  that  ibeir  only 
aeeurity  ft'om  violence  and  rapacity  yru  to  be  found 
in  the  caiaful  leatraint  of  ila  aierciae.  In  the  eleotive 
fnoEhiie  aB  adcquale  remedy  wa*  provided  «» tb* 
tedreaa  of  moit  of  ihoae  abase*  vibii^  originate  fron 
Uie  temptsliane  of  avarice  and  Iba  leva  of  power;  bwi 
Ihay  well  knen,  that  whenavrr  lh«ir  liberliaa  attoald 
be  directly  is*ailed.  the  pbyiiflal  Jbrea  of  tha  Govern- 
ment alone  could  be  resorted  lo,  for  the  aqcc*i*ftll 
accompliahmeot  of  the  deeignit  of  ambition.  The  un- 
limiteJ  power  of  auppoTtiog  any  toilitarf  eitabliah- 
mept  whatever  ■*  denied,  even  lo  Coogras*;  and  ite 
term  of  appropriationa  for  Lhia  atg*«  ha*  been  wisely 
reatrieted  to  the  Conalilutional  period  of  aervica  of  Iba 
membera  of  thia  Holwe.  &o  highly  fraught  wilh  dan- 
gar  haa  the  raising  of  iroopa,  and  tluiir  maintenance, 
bean  considered,  Uiat,  exoepi  in  lime  of  war,  actual 
iavaaion,  or  imminent  danger,  tbeia  power*  hat*  beea 
wilbheld  from  the  Btala  Lrgislaturo*;  *avNeigati*i — 
whose  juhadiotions  are  more  comprehenaive  and  i^ 
definite  than  any  luown  to  our  inatitnliona.  To  jevj 
armies,  without  tha  aulhority  of  Conipea*,  ii,  thai*- 
fore,  to  subttitote  the  arbjlraiy  pleaaoia  or  capriae  of 
individuals,  in  iha  place  of  the  oaliooal  wilt,  and  to 
violale  all  those  seciKiliaa  which  the  peo[de  have  pro- 
vided ibr  iheii  safely. 

The  nature  or  characler  orUusaaauraptionofpowar 
derive*  no  eiemption  from  the  opplicalion  of  these 
principles,  by  reaeon  of  Ibe  particolar  deichplion  of 
the  force*  ariginally  cillad  into  service  by  General 
Gainet,  and  aubseqaantly  commanded  by  General 
Jacluon.  Aa  lawfully  might  a  commanding  officer  in 
the  army,  of  hi*  own  autbontj,  receive  into  the  ear- 
vice  of  lb*  United  Statea,  aa  auilliaiies,  ibc  force* 
■tationed  in  the  neighboring  provincaa  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, a*  to  embody  anil  organiaa  inio  regular  aimiea, 
and  aaiaciate  with  bU  command,  the  Indian  tribe* 
residing  w.ilbin  our  juiiadiciionol  limit*.  In  lelntioB 
to  force*  of  tbia  latter  deacriptioo,  ths  Coostitiuiov 
ha*  beretorani  received  a  praolieal  expoMiioD  from 
Gongrea* ;  which,  nhether  we  coneider  the  period  of 
its  enactment,  or  the  chsjrscter  of  the  disiinguishad 
patriot  and  itateaman,  from  tha  history  of  nhose  ad- 
Biiuiatratioa  this  illualcBtion  ii  d*rivcd,  ia  enljlled  lo 
the  greatest  conaideralion  and  respect.  So  dearly 
doea  it  seem  to  have  been  at  that  time  coniidared 
that  the   power  of  employing  lodiui   forces  in  the 

Eublic  service,  even  far  the  protection  of  ibo  frontier, 
■d  not  been  veated  even  in  Ihe  Executive  Depart- 
ment, thst,  in  the  act  entitled  "An  act  making  fur- 
ther and  more  efleclnal  provision  for  the  protoctian  of 
Ibe  frontieia  of  the  United  Statei^"  approved  on  the 
Bth  day  of  March,  IT9S,  it  was  fouod  uec«*aary  to 
derive  that  power  from  the  autboiily  of  Congress; 
and  the  President  of  tha  United  States  was,  bj  the 
IGth  aection  of  the  said  act,  authorized  bj  Congraaa 
to  employ,  in  the  public  seivice  of  the  nstioo,  that 
description  of  &rce«,   in   csbs   he  should  deem  tha 
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mmcnra  to  ba  eipadiHt.  This  act  ww  npadad  by 
CoBgTM*.  and  tha  mlhoiily,  thaa  CDnf<an*d,  eaiMd 
OB  the  3d  clij  of  March.  179S. 

The  appoioUnanta  of  the  of&cen  of  Ihia  corpa  of  Id- 
diaiu,  and  tbt  pramatiaa  which  t^ok  placa  by  older 
al'  Gencial  Jackann,  nera  alio,  in  ths  opiniod  of  ths 
conmUtaa,  »ii  mfrixigamBDl  sd  Iha  powara  coofidail  to 
the  EzacDtiie  of  ^a  United  8utM  and  to  the  Senala. 
It  i*  aearcelj  more  ihak  lo  rapaat  a  mera  political 
ItaiBm.  to  uj  that  the  axerciaa  of  all  powar  whata*er, 
Bot  dariiad  tism  the  nill  of  the  people,  it  notonJj  in 
iUalf  unlawful,  bat  oonlMfy  to  the  fuadaBMMtl  foia- 
d[4ea  o(  BTerj  free  goianBant,  and  (he  ordarlj  aiK 

'   '  "lafHibitaEaHceiaa.    The  daclaiad  will 


of  the  nation  haa  lUtnutad  to  the  Fieaidentand  Sei 
■te  alone  the  power  at  appointment  to  all  office*,  nol 
othcrwiae  provided  lor  bj  tb«  Conatitalian.  The  pcn- 
dence  and  wiadom  of  thaaa  eminent  and  diilinguiihcd 
ftUotionatiM  of  the  tioTernmeat,  were  the  guaiaoties 
«D  whioh  the  paopla  lelied  for  the  caiefal  lalactioa  of 
Ihoac  raboidinate  aienla  to  nhont  the  awonl  ef  ilia 
■Mtien  was  to  be  intiuited.  The  aaauinplion,  there- 
fore, by  olhera,  of  the  leiponHbilitj  of  eierciaing  thi* 
power,  ia  aelf-created^ — DDiecogniaed  by  our  inalUu- 
tiwM,  and  lenda  to  the  moat  pernidoDi  aDd  ajerming 
diaordeii  in  the  admiiuiUHtion  of  the  Govetameat.  Id 
the  caae  of  military  appoinlmenta,  the  ntoat  powerful 
•a  well  as  tha  noil  obvioua  conaidarationa  eapecially 
demacd  that  ihia  power  abould  not  M  wrested  fVoia 
the  bands  of  thoee  ou  whom  alone  the  CanatilutioD 
haa  impoaed  Ihia  high  rcipensitiilily. 

The  Congreu  of  (he  Uoiled  8Ut«*  alone  ia  **ated  with 
iho  general  authority  lo  organizp  the  militia,  and  to 
provide  for  calling  them  forth  for  Iheptitpoaeaeipreaaed 
inthaCouatitatioti.  Tbeeeponeii  have  been  ^»cuted. 
Not  only  the  organiiation,  but  the  rank  and  deacrip- 
tion  of  the  officera  of  the  militia  bu  been  prBaciibed 
by  (be  act  of  Congreu  of  the  3lh  day  of  May.  ITSS, 
and  the  act  of  the  Sd  day  of  March,  1803.  Neither 
of  thcK  acta  contain  aoy  enlhorityfor  the  appoiolment 
of  thoae  deacriptiona  of  officera  aeleeted  for  the  com- 
mand of  the  corpaof  toUinteera.  who  ware  rupactiiely 
inTealcd  wRh  the  rank  of  AiiiBtant  Adjutant  General. 
Aaaiatant  Inspector  Oeuoral,  and  Aniilant  Depaty 
QnaitemiBatn  Osneial.  't'beaa  officea  have  been  cre- 
•Md  only  in  the  regular  Aimy  of  the  United  3lalaa. 

The  cinaoidinwy  laaignation  of  an  additional  lian- 
tennnt  c<rianel  and  major  to  each  regimMl.  and  a  third 
lieutenant  end  cornel  to  asoh  sompany,  ia  alao  qb- 
kBOorn  to  the  laws  providing  for  like  organiialion  of 
the  mililia.  With  whatsrer  force  the  propriety  or  iw- 
ceasity  of  varyinB;  theae  lawi  may  be  urged,  until  the 
CoDgreu  of  the  United  Slatea,  whd  are  the  Conatitu- 
tional  judgea  of  tha  utility  of  luch  a  meaaare,  and  who 
hare  Uie  eicluaive  right  lo  provide  for  calliog  forth  the 
militia,  and  the  lole  power  to  eetabliah  regalaliona  for 
their  government,  ahall,  ly  the  authority  with  which 
they  have  been  thu>  inveated,reviae  the  present  ajalem, 
ihera  i>  no  power  known  to  our  inititutioni  which  can 
lavrfally  eiecnte  any  ichemea  of  refonnation  or  im- 
provement in  ibc  eatabliabed  organization  of  the  mili- 
tary force  of  the  nation. 

By  (be ,  further  provinona  of  the  Conatltntion,  the 
•ppointmeat  of  the  oScera  of  the  militia  ia  eipreaaly 
reaeried  to  the  Stalea.  The  object  of  thia  reaervation 
of  power  waa  to  provide  for  the  aecority  of  the  people 
agaiuit  the  aueceie  ef  any  deiign  which  might  be 
formed  to  alieoate  the  militia  from  the  allegiance  which 
they  owed  to  their  reapeetive  Statei.     80  "  neeeiaary 


to  Uie  eliiteoee  of  oar  Union,  and  a  &es  govemmant, 
haa  Ihe  prcaervation  of  the  righta  of  ittdividuaJ  Btatea, 
in  their  fuH  extent,  according  to  a  jnat  conatnetioB  of 
Ibe'  prineiplea  of  oar  Gonatilutien,"  been  oonaiderad 
by  Coogreaa.  that  the  utmoat  extent  of  power  to  call 
forth  the  militia,  conferred  bjlhe  act  of  the  SSth  of 
February,  1766,  even  on  the  Eiecntive,  haa  only  av- 
Ihoriacd  the  ieaning  of  ordera  for  that  purpose  to  th* 
»  officera  of  the  miliba."  Neither  the  Exeootiva,  by 
virtue  of  any  authority  which  ,  haa  been  conftired  by 
tbia  act,  or  much  leaa  an  officer  of  the  regular  Army, 
of  hia  own  BSthuiiij,  can.  without  the  avumption  of 
powcra  repugnant  lo  the  ptinciplcaof  theConalilutian, 
and  of  tha  moat  dangeroua  tendency,  precenl  ta  levy 
armiea  by  eotiitmelil  from  the  utiiena  of  the  reapectivk 
Btkte*.  When  it  ia  farther  conaidered  thai  the  aulhoi- 
ity  of  the  Stalea  over  their  mifitia  "ceaaea  whan  tlicT 
are  called  into  theMrviceof  the  General  Government;'' 
that  they  "  CMiatiinle  a  part  of  tha  naiional  force  for 
tlia  time,  aa  eaaanlially  aa  Ihe  troopa  of  the  regular 
Army ;"  that,  *■  liko  the  regular  troops  they  are  paid 
by  the.nalion  ;  like  them,  their  operaliona  are  diteolsd 
by  the  aame  goTerument;"  and  that  their  aupertai 
commander  may  be  dcaignated  by  the  Eiecntireof  the 
United  Ptatea,  it  ia  evident  that  the  chief  reliance  ri' 
the  Slataa  fur  the  prcaervation  of  thia  great  bnlwatk  of 
their  libeottea,  mutt  eaantially  coniiat  in  aompnloairiy 
letatniDg  the  aelectipn  of  tboM  officera  lo  whose  Bfr 
thorliy  their  citiMne  era  Iff  be  imnedUtety  auttfeoled. 
From  whatever  aonroa,  therefore,  Ae  officera  aeleeted 
ioi  the  command  of  liieae  volunteer  foicee  n^hl  Imti 
received  their  rank,  the  power  to  appoint  them  waa 
aeif-aaaumed,  inaanuch  aa  the  appointmoita  wece  net 
mwla,  and  they  held  no  eoBmiaaiona  by  virtue  of  e^ 
anthoiity  for  that  pivpoae.  derived  from  any  of  toe 
Statea. 

Sommiltee  eabmit  to  the  Honae  with  ibi*  re- 
indicadon  of  the  proeaedingi  of  General  Galnea, 
adJreeaed  by  that  ofHcer  to  Ihe  Department  of  War, 
dated  at  AuguaU.  in  the  Stale  of  Georgia,  on  the  ITth 
dky  of  October,  1818.  Tbia  document  chiefly  relatea 
to  the  reauk  of  the  meaiure*  adopted  by  Ihe  Senate  of 
the  United  Statea  atlbelaataeeaion  of  Oongreaa  ;  and, 
altboogh  Uia  committee  do  not  coUaider  that  aabjeet 
to  be  directly  oannected  with  their  datiea,  aa  prescribed 
by  (he  reaolotioa  of  the  Houae,  yet  thay  are  impelled 
t^  a  aeiHe  of  that  justke  wbicb  la  due  to  an  officer 
wboie  proceed iaga  are  thesubjeetof  inquiry,  to  fanush 
alt  the  -information  ivithin  Ibeir  power,  however  r»- 
molely  affecting  the   inveatigatiOD  confided  to  tiieil 

It  does  not  appear  to  the  committee  at  what  tiM* 
Oeneral  Gaines  made  known  to  the  War  Department 
hia  preceedinga  in  ndation  lo  the  aaaembliog  and  or> 
ganiiation  of  ihe  Creek  waniora,  under  the  command 
of  William  Mcintosh.  In  a  letier  addreeaed  to  that 
Department,  on  the  I6lh  day  of  December,  1817,  be 
obeerves,  that  the  alep*  which  he  bad  Uken  were 
"known  to  the  Department  of  War;"  but  Ihe  data 
af  ibis  letter  was  several  days  aBtecedent  to  Ibe  fint 
order  issued  to  Coloael  Brearly  for  the  mattering  of 
theae  forces. 

That  a  ctiaii  of  such  great  public  peril  and  immi- 
nent danger  to  the  nation,  might  exist,  as  to  palliate,  if 
not  in  a  great  meaiure  juatify,  a  commanding  General 
in  departiog  from  the  strict  rules  of  subordinstion'  and 
obedience,  the  committee  moil  readily  admit;  but 
the;  believe  that  a  careful  examination  of  the  dream- 
■lances  unjer  which  these  Indian  forcea  were  asaem- 
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bled,  matt  lead  la  tbs  coniticlioa  (hat  txtj  niccnilf 
wbich  might  have  been  auppiued  to  exiit  for  reioilirig 
4o  Ihii  iitTiOTdiiiaTy  piocenlEng,  i«  iilber  to  ba  im- 
f  Hied  to  (be  premature  commenoenignt  of  hMlililiea 
by  the  eomnianding  General,  tban  to  any  UDfarneen 
-or  icefitable  oventa  not  nitbin  hii  own  control,  and 
-wbich  a  caatioua  anil  ptudenl  faresight  of  ths  pmba' 
Ua  r«au1t,of  hU  own  meaiurea  woald  aot  have  en- 
•bUd  bim  to  aioid. 

The  waate  of  the  public  reaoarcea  which  haa  miilt- 
«d  from  ihcH  Tirioua  aatumplioD*  of  tbs  power  of 
raiaing  Armiea.  ii  not  among  the  laaat  of  the  pemieioQa 
diamdan  which  have  origiuateil  from  theae  nnanthor- 
iMd  meaanrea.  The  commillee  anbmit  to  the  Hoaw 
withthii  report  an  abatract  of  the  maatei  rolb  of  the 
militia,  lolunteen,  and  Indian  trarriori,  employed  in 
th*  public  serTice  during  the  late  opwationa  of  lb« 
um;  agaioat  the  Indiana,  on  (be  aonthern  frontier  of 
tba  United  aialea.'  It  appeara  (rom  thia  document, 
famMwd  from  tbe  offica  of  the  Paymaatat  Oenerai, 
that  tike  whole  namber  of  ■neb  forcea  (including  th« 
nngera  nndec'ibe  command  of  Caplaini  Boyle  and 
Oi>l,)  employed  during  the  war  with  tb«  Seminola 
Indiana,  eicluuTe  of  the  troopa  of  the  regular  army, 
amounting  to  six  ihoQwiid  and  fiAy-eigbt  mao,  of 
wbich  number  bur  bandied  and  twenty  Hired  in  ibe 
feneral  and  regimental  Brid  and  ata&  qndai  company 
officara.  The  whole  nnmber  of  forcea,  of  all  deaerip- 
tiene,  sctoallj  in  >er*iee  on  tbe  lat  day  of  Apiil,  1816, 
•moaoted  to  upwards  of  G*e  thonaand  ail  hundred 
ni«D.  From  IIm  atals  of  the  account!  it  ia  impoaaible 
•tibia  timaaatiafacloiily  to  aacertain  the  wbtJe  amounl 
^public  eipcuditnre  on  the  object  lor  which  (heae 
Ibnea  wore  raiaed.  Tlie  diapoaition,  however,  of  the 
•ppiopriationa  made  by  CongVeaa  for  the  aupport  of  a 
bfigade  of  militia,  amounting  to  four  hundred  and 
finty-aii  thonaand  aeien  hundred  and  foity-tbrca  dol- 
ImiB,  appeara  by  tbe  tanaied  alaleuanta,  famiahed 
from  the  office  of  Uie  Second  Auditor  of  the  Treaiuiy 


From  an  examination  of  theae  it  appaan  that  the  paj- 
mwlet  of  iboM  forcea,  Caplain  John  B.  Hogan,  baa 
paid  to  the  men,  reapectirely,  the  aum  of  fifteen  dol- 
lara  and  filly  ceula  each,  aa  an  allowance  for  clolhing. 
Bhoold  the  aame  diaburaement  for  thia  allowance  hiTe 
been  made  to  the  whole  number  of  tbe  nou-commia- 
■ioned  officen  and  priTatea  of  thia  corpa,  tbe  total 
unouDt  of  thia  item  will  exceed  the  aum  of  eighteen 
Ibouaand  daUare.  The  amount  of  thaaa  pay-rolla 
(Ifranty-seven  thouaand  eight  hundred  fiflj'fiTe  dol- 
Un  and  Ibrly'fiie  ceuta)  having  been  carried  to  tbe 
diarge  of  the  appropriation!  for  a  brigade  of  militia, 
in  the  annexed  tbairacl  from  ibe  office  of  the  Second 
Avditoi  of  the  Treaaniy,  and  appearing  tbeteby,  alao, 
to  have  been  deducted  from  the  balance  remaining 
doe  from  the  pajmaater,  on  account  of  thia  fund,  a 
letter  waa  addreaaed  to  the  Second  Auditor,  lequeit- 
ing  that  officer  lo  inform  the  committee  byviitue'of 
what  law  of  the  United  Stalea  or  regnlalion  relating 
to  thia  aubject,  tile  pajmaiter  waa  entitled  la  credit 
at  the  Treaaury  for  a  diaburaement  of  thia  eaiDie. 
From  the  anaweiof  the  Second  Auditor,herewilfaaub- 
nitted,  dated  on  the  IBth  inalant,  and  from  an  inspec- 
tion of  the  boaka  of  that  office,  it  appenra  that  the  ac- 
counta  of  tbe  pijmaater,  wbich  include  Ihi*  item,  have 
not  iwen  acted  on  at  thje  Ticaaury,  noi  haa  any  pari 
of  them  been  paaaed  to  hia  creJiL  Thia  diaburaement 
being  diiectty  contrary  to  the  act  of  tbe  SSth  day  of 


February,  I7S6,  and  totally  unanlhoriied,  the  officer 
cannot  receiie  credit  therefor  under  any  circnm- 
■tahcea  whaleier. 

It  appeara  further  to  the  commitlee,  that  the  ac- 
count! for  tbe  money!  paid  to  the  Cieek  warriors,  com- 
poaing  the  generil  field  and  alaff  ofthat  corps,  Ibr 
forage  and  aer*ant*,  hare  been  pssied  to  Ibe  credit  of 
the  diibursing  officer,  in  the  office  of  the  Second  Au- 
ditor of  the  Tieaanry,  without  any  eridence  whatever 
that  the  number  of  borae'a  and  spivanta  sllowed  for, 
were  actually  kept  or  employed  by  thoae  peraoua. 
The  explanation  which  the  Second  Auditor  re  lies  upon 
aa  a  jualiS cation  of  thia  departure  from  tbe  eaublished 
regnlationa  of  the  Treaaury  Department,  ia  cenlainad 
in  the  communication  of  tbe  Bth  inatant,  addreaaed 
by  that  officer  to  the  eommitlae.  In  their  opinion 
this  devialion  from  thoae  regulation!  which  biva  been 
adopted,  as  salutary  and  indispensable  restraints  on 
improper  expenditures  of  the  public  moneys  by  die 
disbnreing  officer!  of  Ibe  Ooiernment,  or  sny  other 
persona  acting  in  eueh  capacity,  and  which  in  all  eaaa* 
should  be  impanislly  applied,  vraa  irregular  and  an- 
aaihomed. 

The  Houae  having  authorized  the  committed  to  re- 
port by  bill,  tbey  have  devoted  tbeir  Bitention  to  the 
deviaing  of  aome  legislative  remedies  against  the  re- 
currence of  these  disorders.  To  prescribe  the  princi- 
ples of  tbe  Constitution  by  legialative  enaclnienta, 
might  tend  to'impair  its  high  and  uncontrollable  ssnc- 
liona,  and  the  failhfel  discharge  df'  the  duties  of  the 
several  oommiltees  of  the  House  fhrniah  an  adequate 
remedy  againat  all  abuses  in  the  public  expenditure. 
The  commitlee,  therefore,  submit  the  fhcLs 'contained 
In  thiareport,  and  the  documents  which  esttbliah  them, 
referring  them  lo  tbe  discretiOD  of  tbe  Houae. 

Mr.  Reid,  of  Georgia,  moTed  tliat  five  thousand 
copies  thereof  be  printed  for  the  useof  ttte  House; 
in  support  of  wbich  he  remaiked  that  this  waa  a 
Ooveroment  depending  in  a  peculiar  maanet  on 
the  stieogth  of  public  opiDion ;  thai  the  House 
would  recollect  that  the  debate  on  the  Seminole 
war  had  gone  before  the  public,  that  a  report  of  a 
committee  of  the  Senate  at  the  last  session  had  also 
gone  forth,  and  that  a  Tindication  of  the  President 
of  the  UmCed  States  and  bis  Commandiag  Qene- 
rala,  prepared  by  an  unknown  band,  had  been  put 
into  circulation,  and  found  its  way  even  to  Iheii 
tables,  and  that,  withoat  any  prejudices  of  any  de- 
scription 10  gratify,  he  wished  ail  tbe  facta  and 
eridence  (now  laid  before  the  House  by  this  report) 
to  be  as  extensirel)'  spread  before  the  people  as  the 
documents,  dec,  to  wbich  he  had  alluded. 

The  moiiou  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Stbotheh  at 
some  length  ;  who  argued  that  it  would  be  an  un- 
necessary expense,  as  the  report  would  probably 
receive  a  general  circulation  through  the  public 
papers ;  aud  that  the  usual  number  (sixty  copies) 
would  be  sufficient  for  tbe  use  of  the  meioDers,  &c. 

Tbe  motion  to  .print  fire  thousand  copies  waa 
lost,  as  was  a  motion  to  print  three  thousand,  Utd 
a  motion  to  print  one  thousand ;  after  which,  the 
usual  number  was  ordered. 

MAINE  AND  MISSOURI. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  by 
their  Secretary,  annoimciog  that  the  Senate  iiui*t 
on  their  amendments  to  the  bill  for  the  admission 
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of  Uaine  into  ihe  Union,  which  had  been  disagieed 
to  br  this  House. 

Mr.  Taylob  moved  that  the  House  intiat  on  its 
iuagrtenent  lo  the  nid  ^meDdcients. 

Mr.  Cobb  inquired  of  the  Cbair  whether  the 
qaesiiou  could  be  divided  so  bs  to  be  taken  sepa- 
rately on  each  principle  embraced  in  the  amend- 

Mr.  LowKDES  remarked,  in  sul»tanc&  ttiat  it 
appeared  to  him  thsre  would  be  much  difficulty  in 
coming  to  any  conclusion  on  these  amembDents  in 
which  the  two  Hooses  would  concur ;  that  he 
thought  therefore  that  it  would  be  better  to  lay 
them  Biideuntil  this  House  had  matured  and  finally 
acted  on  the  bill  now  before  it,  for  the  admission 
of  Missouri,  and  ascertained  how  it  waa  received 
by  the  Senate,  dec. ;  with  this  view  he  tnofed  that 
the  amendments  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Oa  thiaquestion  the  House  divided,  and  the  mo- 
tion was  negatived — yeas  74,  nays,  85. 

Mr.  CrLPBMiB,  then,  after  some  remarks  tashow 
the  propriety  and  necessity  of  mutual  forbearance 
on  a  question  so  important  and  delicate ;  and  from 
the  hope,  that,  by  acting  conclusively  on  the  bill 
now  before  the  House  and  sending  it  to  the  Sen- 
ate, all  difficulty  would  be  gotten  over,  Stc. — 
moved  that  (he  amendments  be  postponed  until 


This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Holmes,  and 
Mr.  WmTMiN,  who  were  averse  to  delaying  a 
final  decision  on  these  amendments  with  which  the 
admission  of  Maine  was  connected,  and  which  they 
wished  to  iiepaiate  from  it  as  promptly  as  possible. 

The  motion  to  postpone  the  amendments  was 
negatived  without  a  count. 

The  main  question  tbeB  recurring,  it  was  so 
divided,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bdtleb,  of  Louisiana, 
as  to  be  first  taken  on  insisting  on  the  disagreement 
of  this  House  lo  the  first  eight  sections,  (connect- 
ing with  the  Maine  bill  provisions  for  the  admis- 
sion of  Missouri,)  and  was  decided,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows 

YiAs— McMn.  Adams,  Allen  of  New  Toik.  Bate~ 
■Dan,  B««cber,  Boden,  Brfiah,  Bnffum,  Batiw  of  New 
Hsmpihire,  Gtmpbell,  Usie,  CUgelt,  Cook,  Crafts, 
Casbinan,  Darlinflon,  Dntniwn,  Dewitt,  Dickinson, 
Bonse,  Eddy,  Edwaida  of  Connoctieut,  Edttudi  of 
PenniyNsDia,  Fiv,  Folgar,  Foot,  Fonl,  ForiMt,  Fai- 
ler,  OroiiofNaw  Yoik,GraMofPsDDsvlnDia,Gn7on, 
Hscklaj,  Hill  of  New  York,  Uuard,  Hemphill.  Hen- 
dricks, Heiiick,  HibabiBsn,  Heistar,  HUt,  Holmes, 
Bostettei,  KcDdaU,  Kinie;,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Linn, 
Livermore,  Lymin,  Msctaj,  Mallei;,  Marchaud, 
MBion,  Meecb,  Meiga,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Monell, 
Morton,  Muielev,  Murraj,  NeUon  o(  Musachnsetts, 
NeleoQ  of  Virginia,  Paiker  of  MassschuietU,  Pat- 
tsnon,  Phelps,  Pbilson,  Pitcher,  Phi  me  r,  tlieh,  Rich- 
ardis  Richmond,  Rogers,  Rosa,  Rasa,  SimpaoD,  Be^- 
geant,  Sikbee,  Sloan,  Bmith  of  New  Jersey,  Southard, 
~  Bvens,  tStair*,  Btrest,  Btrong  of  V«Tii]onl,  Strong  of 


Nats — Mmus.  Abbpt,  Alexandar,  Alien  of  Tsnnes- 
see,  Andtnon,  Arehsr  of  Maryland,  Archatr of  Viif  in)*, 
Baldwio,  Bat],  Bsrbear,  Bloonfiald,  Brya^,  Brown, 
BrraD,  Barton,  Bnrwetl,  Bntlerof  Louisiana,  Cannaa, 


Cobb,  Cocke,  Crawfbrd,  Colbreth,  Cnlpeper,  Cnthbert, 
DaTidaoo,  Earle,  Edwarda  of  North  Uarolina,  Errjo, 
Fiaher,  Floyd,  Fallerton,  Garnatt,  Hardin,  Hooks, 
Johnson,  Jone*  of  Virginia,  Jonei  of  Tsnneaaee,  Kent, 
Ljtll«,  Lowndea,  McCaj,  McCiear;,  McLean  of  Ken- 
tnekj,  Mercer,  Metcalf,  Neale,  Mewton,  Overalreet, 
Parker  of  Vir^nia,  Pinckney,  Fiadall.  Quarlaa,  Ran- 
dolph, Rankiq,  Reed,  Rbaa,  Ringgold,  Rotieitaon, 
Settle,  Shaw,  Bimkini,  Slocamb,  BmiLh  of  Maryland, 
B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  A.  Smyth  of  ViigiolB,  Smith 
of  North  Carolina,  Btrolher,  SweariDgen,  Tertel], 
Tr;mble,TucVerafVirginia,Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
"  rler,  Walker  of  North  Carolina,  Warfield,  WillUms 

Virginia.  Bitd  Williams  of  North  Carolina— 76. 

The  question  was  then  stated  on  insisting  on  the 
disagreemenloftbeHouse  to  the  remaining  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate,  (being  tbe  9lb  section,  em- 
bracing^.lhe  compromise  principle.) 

Mr.  Lowndes  wished  to  remark,  before  this 
question  was  taken,  that,  although  he  should 
always  be  ready  to  vote  {or  such  a  proposition,  suh- 
stanttally,  when  presented  to  him,. combined  with 
the  free  admission  of  Missouri ;  yet,  as  the  amend- 
ment relative  to  Missouri  bad  been  disagreed  to,  it 
would  be  useleas  to  retain  this  amendment  in  con- 
nexion with  the  Maine  bill  alone,  and,  as  he  should 
therefore  now  vote  against  retaining  it,  he  wished 

s  motive  to  be  understood. 

Mr.  MoCbgabv  made  a  reutark  or  two  to  the 

me  effect  J  when — 

The  question  was  taken  on  insisting  on  the  dis- 
agreement of  tbe  House  IP  the  9th  section  of  the 
Senate's  Bmendmenti,  and  canted — yeas  160,  nays 
'  I,  as  follows: 

YsAB — Meaars.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander,  Allan  of 
Maaeachuaetta,  Allen  of  New  York,  Allen  orTeBOes- 
ses,  Auderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Vir- 
ginia, Ball,  Barbour,  Batemsn,  Beecher,  Boden,  Bre- 
vard, Brown,  Brush,  Bryan,  Buffum,  Burton,  BurweU, 
Bntlerof  New  Hampshire,  Butler  orLouiiiaoa,  Camp- 
bell, Csnnon,  Case,  Clagett,  Clark,  Cobb,  Cook,  Crafts, 
Culbreth,  Cnsbman,  Cutbbert,  Darlington,  Davidson, 
Dennison,  Dewitt,  Diekiiuoa,  Dowse,  Earle,  Eddj, 
Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Penntylvaoia, 
Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Enin,  Fay,  Fiaher,  Floyd, 
Folger,  Foot,  Ford,  Porreat,  Fuller,  Garnetl,  Gross 
of  N«VF  York,  Oroaa  ofPannsylTania,  Guyon,  Hackley, 
Hall  of  New  York,  Hardin,  Haxard,  HemphiU.  Hend- 
ricke,  Benick,  Hibahman,  Ueiater,  Hill,  Holmes, 
Ha<dis,  HoatattervJobnaon,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of 
TennsMee,  Kendall,  Kent,  Kinaey,  Kioaley,  Lincoln, 
Linn,  Livermore,  Lowndes,  Lyaian,  Hadiy,  McCoy, 
McCreary,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mallary,  Haichand, 
Maaan,  Meigs,  Metcalf,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Monell, 
Morton,  Moieley,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Maasa- 
cbusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newloo,  Oisratreet, 
Parker  of  MassachuaetU,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Patter- 
son, Phelps,  Philaon,  Pinckney,  PinJall,  Pitcher, 
Flnmer,  Quarlea,  Randolpb,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea, 
Ricb,  Riebards,  Richmond,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Rog- 
ers, Ross,  Russ,  Sampson,  Sergeant,  Settle,  Silabee, 
Simkina,  Slocamb,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  A.  Bmyth 
of  Virginia,  Bmilh  of  North  Carolina,  Southard,  Ste- 
vens, 8u>rrs,  Blreet,  Strong  of  New  York,  Slrotber, 
Swearingen,  Taylor,  Terrell,  Tomlinaoo,  Tompkint, 
Tracy,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginis,  Tueker  of  Bonth 
Carolina,  Tyler,  Upbam,  Van  Rensaalaer,  Wslker  of 
North  Carolina,  Walbca,  Warflald,  Wendovtr,  ynafr 
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M*n,  WillUnu  of  Virginio,  WiUinai  oT  North  Ctto- 
Udi,  and  Woml. 

NtiR— Mmhi.  BaldniD.  BloonBeld,  Cocke,  Cnl- 
Hp«r,  Fulleiton,  Lsthrap,  Little,  Mircer,  SIirw,  Slou, 
Smilh  of  Ncn  Jena;,  tJmilh  af  MarjUnd,  Sbang  of 
Vermatit,  *di1  Tarr. 

So  the  House  insieled  on  its  disagrecmetit  to 
the  whole  of  the  Senate's  amendments  to  the 
Maine  bill ;  and  the  Clerk  was  directed  to  acquaint  | 
the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  ask  a  conference  on  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses, 
on  the  amendmeats  of  toe  Senate  to  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of 
Maine  into  the  TJaion,"  and  have  appointed  man- 
agers at  the  said  conference  on  their  part. 
THE  MI8SOUHI  BILL. 

The  House  then  again  went  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  (Mr.  CfoBB  in  the  chair,)  on  (he 
Missouri  bill — Mr.  Btorhb'b  proposition  to  insert 
therein  the  clause  to  exclude  staTery  from  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  Slates  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  north  of  thirty-six  d^ees  thirty  minutes 
north  latitude,  (excepting  the  proposed  State  of 
Missouri,)  being  sttU  under  considetation. 

Mr.  Beecher  resumed  and  concluded  the  speech, 
which  he  commenced  on  Saturday,  against  the 
amendment,  and  in  defence  of  the  right  of  Con- 
gress to  impose  the  slavery  restriction,  heretofore 
discussed. 

Mr.  Randolph  again  rose,'  and  spoke  some 
time  against  the  amendment,  and  in  reply  to  some 
of  the  argumeuta  of  Mr.  Beegber. 

Mr.  Mallahy,  of  Vermont,  spoke  some  time  in 
explanation  of  the  reasons  which  would  indutc 
him  to  vote  asainst  the  amendment,  though  he 
was  in  favor  oT  restriction  on  the  territories  west 
of  the  Mississippi,  &,a. 

Mr.  Stohhs  next  addressed  the  Committee,  in 
a  short  but  earnest  speech,  in  support  of  hio 
amendment. 

Mr.  LivEBuoBE  made  a  few  reniarks  against 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  Baldwih  spoke  a  short  time  in  &vor  of  the 
amendment,  and  m  reply  to  a  point  or  two  of  Mr. 
BsBoaEB'a  remarks. 

The  qoestion  was  tb4n  takes  on  Mr.  Stosrb'b 
amwidmeBt,  and  decided  in  die  negnliTe — ayes  33. 

The  Committee  then  proceedwl  to  fill  up  the 
details  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  an  amendment  thereto,  go- 
ing to  strike  out  all  that  pnrt  providing  the  appor- 
tionment of  delegates  to  the  conrention  among 
the  several  counties,  and  substituting  therefor,  in 
substance,  a  provision  leaving  the  apportionment 
to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Tenitory,  accord- 
inff  to  the  free  population  thereof. 

Mr.  Rahdolj'h  rose  to  pfler  a  little  amendment 
to  the  amendmeot,  which  he  supposed  bad  drop- 
ped out  of  it  by  accident ;  it  was  the  word  v^iu — 
a  matter,  he  observed,  of  some  importance  yet  to 
those  on  the  south  sid^  as  thev  said — and  proceed- 
ed to  extend  his  jramatis  on  the  sul^^t  i  when 

Mr'.  TATLORBCoeptedthBusendmenlwithplea- 


■ure.  Hebadoniitledit,becanieitwasaufficiently 
expressed  in  subsequent  parts,  and  he  had  net 
deemed  it  important  here. 

Considerable  discussion  ensued  on  Mr.  Tat- 
lor'b  amendment,  in  which  it  was  opposM  by 
Messrs.  Scott,  Wbithan,  and  Ci;.ay,  and-  wu 
supported  by  the  mover  and  Mr.  Livbrmobe  ;  and 

The  questign  being  taken  thereon,  was  decided 

.  the  negative,  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Allen,  of^  Massachusetts,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  third  section  of  the  bill,  by  spiking  ont 
of  the  clatite  which  designates  the  kind  of  penou 
who  shall  vole  for  delegates  lo  the  convention  of 
the  State,  the  word  vkilt,  so  as  to  extend  the  fsiv- 
iWe  of  voting  to  all  "  £tee  male  citizens ;"  and 
spoke  at  stHneleotfth  in  supportof  his  motion,  and 
in  explanation  of  his  opmions  on  other  point* 
which  had  been  introduced  in  the  debate  of  the  hill. 

Mr.  Ranbolph  rose  in  opposition  to  thisamend- 
ment,  and  spoke  about  an  hour  and  a  half  on  thit 
motion,  add  other  topics  which  he  esnbraced  in  its 
considetation. 

Some  proceedings  took  placeon  a  ppint  of  order 
which  was<made ;  after  which,  the  question  wai 
put  on  Mr.  Allen's  motion,  and  a  division  re- 
quired, when  it  a^eared  that  but  one  member  (the 
mover  of  the  amendment)  rose  in  its  suppoH. 

After  filling  the  blanks  in  the  bill,  according  to 
the  motions  of  Mr.  Scott,  of  Missouri, 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  an  amendment,  [one  which 
he  had  ofiered  on  the  first  day  that  the  bill  was 
taken  up,  and  then  withdrawn,]  by  addiue  to  the 
last  sectionlbefc^winEclause:  "And  if  thesame 
'  [the  constitution]^  shall  be  approved  by  Congress 

at  their  next  session  nfCer  the  receipt  (hereof,  the 

said  Territory  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union  as 

a  State,  upon  the  same  footing  as  the  original 

States." 

This  motion  was  advocated  by  the  mover,  and 
earnestly  opposed  by  Messrs.  Scott,  Clat,  and 
Mbrcerj  and,aftersome  remarks  by  Mr.  Bdtlbr, 
of  Louisiana,  touching  the  case  of  Looisiana,  r«- 
&Ti«d  to  in  the  debate. 

The  question  wns  taken  on  Mr.  Tayloh-'s  mo- 


.- nsfer  the  restrictive    amendment    alreadv 

adopted,  to  the  sixth  section  of  the  bill,  (whicn 
embraces  those  provisions  in  the  nature  ol  com- 
pact,) and  so  modify  it  as  to  make  it  a  twonMrnda- 
tian  for  the  free  acceptance  or  rejection  of  the  con- 
vention of  Missouri,  as  an  article  of  compact,  to 
exclude  slavery,  instead  6i  enjotaing  it  as  an  abso- 
lute condition  of  their  admission. 

Mr.  Clat  seconded  the  motion,  and,  with  the 
mover,  zealously  urged  the  adoption  of  the  amend- 
menl.  It  was  opposed  as  zealously  by  Messrs. 
Taylor,  Serqbant,  and  GaoBa,  of  New  York. 

The  debate  had  continued  some  lime,  with  much 
animation ;  when,  in  consequence  of  (he  doubts 
expressed  whether  the  amendment,  in  its  present 
shape,  was  in  order,  Mr.  Stobbb  withdrew  iL 

Mr.  Ci^Y  renewed  the  amendment  in  substance, 
but  so  changing  the  nuuiDet  of  inserting  it  in  the 
hill  H  to  avoid  the  Qfajection  as  to  the  point  of 
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Tbe  debttte  was  renewed  oa  Ike  nopoKl(ion,  »ai 
ooDtinued  with  uadimiaiBhed  zeal,  by  Mr.  Clat, 
ID  ils  uupport,  and  by  Meurs.  Tavloh,  Sbmabant, 
Randolfb,  and  CaoK,  against  it 

Theqoestiaa  being  put,  tbe  Committee  divided, 
aod  tbe  amendment  wait  negatived,  as  foUow*: 
For  tbe  ameaikaeDt  82,  against  it  ^i. 

No  otber  amendment  being  offend,  about  half 
pact  dine  o'clock  the  Cooimitlee  (bariDg  rejected 
several  motions,  iit  tbe  eourae  of  tJie  evetung,  to 
iiie  «ttd  report  propesc)  ro«e  and  repoicted  the  bill 
to  the  House,   , 

Mr.  LowNDoe  laid  tbe  following  proposition  on 
the  table,  as  an  ameudmeiit  of  the  rules  and  oi^era 
of  the  House ; 

"  And  if  anj  member  ihall  not  confine  hiiiielf  to 
the  quMioo  aoder  debats,  and  aball  bo  called  to 
order,  if  the  decwon  oF  tbe  Speaker  of  the  Hook, 
upon  ipfwal,  be  agkinst  the  member  thus  deiUting 
fiom  tbe  juration,  socb  mambei  Bhall  not  be,  at  that 
lime,  peimitted  la  proceed,  without  tbe  special  leave 
of  the  Hoiue." 

The  Honse  then  adjoutoed.' 


ToESDAY,  Febiiary29.' 

Mr.  BqiTB,  of  North  Carolina,  aubinitted  tbe 
fallawJBg'  lesolntiim,  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  tbe  table: 

<■  Saohtd,  Thit  the  Committee  Ibr  the  District  of 
Colnmbia  be  directed  to  report  a  bill,- suthoiiiiDg  tbe 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  District  of  Colombia  to  erect  a 
Haiooic  Hsll,  ia-ibis  city,  by  lottery." 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  EULE8. 

Tbe  House  then  took  up  the  motion,  offered  last 
evening  by  Mr.  Lowndeb,  to  amend  the  rules  and 
orders  of  tbe  House. 

Mr.  Stbother  qtposed  tbe  proposition^  and 
spoke  at  considerable  length  to  wow  that  it  was 
J  — ight  be  dangerous  aod  opres- 


sivc,  and  was  inexpedient 

Mr.  SuiTH,  of  Maryland,  said  a  few  words  to 
the  same  e&ct 

Mr.  Randolph  oflered  to  amend  the  proposition 
by  adding  thereto  tbe  following  proviso : 

"  Provided,  That  ia  ail«b  caM  tbe  viaiAt  ia  quettioo 
•hall  be  reduced  to  writing,  and  that  Ihe  meoibar,  ihrni 
called  to  Older,  Bhall  be  at  libeily,  if  he^ aball  cbooae, 
to  explain  the  same." 

Ml.  R. fallowed  his motion.at  some  t^tgth,  with 
lemarka  ia  illustration  of  the  oppresHiTe  -  effects 
whicti  might  be  apprehended  from  the  proposition, 
without  Ue  quauncation  which  his  amendment 
proposed,  with  which  tbe  rule,  he  admitted,  would 
De  salutary. 

Mr.  LowHDfie  epoke  in  snimort  of  his  proposi- 
tion, and  defended  it  jvincipaOy  on  tbe  ground  of 
its  necesaity  to  prevent  tbe  time  of  the  House  from 
being  wasted  by  invlevant  debate;  to.  prevent  a 

St  greater  evil — an  iniuiy  to  tbe  character  of  tbe 
DUM  by  suffering  suet  a  waste  of  time-^the  con- 
Mquent  cteation  of  an  opinion  that  the  Houae  is 
inadequate  to  tbe  proper  diicbarge  of  iti  duties, 
4m:-.  and  that  no  undue  ngard  ior  the  prineipic  of 
the  iibwty  of  speech  ou^t  lo  orennle  a  nHMfnre 


,  to.connteraet  evib  to  serious  aa  those  be 
had  noticed.  He  disapproved  Mr.  RAMDou>ii'e 
amendment  because  it  would  neutralize  bis  |iropo- 
sition,.  and  leave  the  rules  just  as  inoperative  as 
they  were  at  present,  in  the  case  be  wished  to 
provide  for. 

Mr.  Mekceb,  with  the  view  of  proceeding  at 
once  to  the  important  business  of  the  day,  moved 
lo  lay  the  sutyect  on  the  table ;  but  the  tbotim 
was  negatived. 

Mr.  M.  then  moved  the  indefinite  postponement 
of  tbe  ^oposition,  and  spoke  at  some  length  against 
it,  as  plneiag  in  the  hands  of  a  majority  of  the 
House  an  engine  of  oppression  and  injustice.  He 
waived  biii  nKition,  however,  to  give  place  to  a 
motion  by 

Mr.  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  who  enta- 
tained  doubts  on  tbe  expedienoy  of  tbe  propositicm, 
and  was  not  prepared  at  Ibis  moment  to  vote  on 
it;  and,  therefore,  moved  its  postponement  until 
to-morrow.  This  motion  prevailed ;  and  the 
amendment  was  postponed  accordingly. 
MAINB  SILL. 

The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider, 
the  message  from  die  Senate  asking  a  conference 
upon  the  pubject-matter  of  the  disagreeing  votes  of 
the  two  Houses  on  the  amendments  proposed  by 
the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  ad- 
mission of  the  State  of  Maine  into  Ihe  Union  ;" 
whereupon, 

Radved  That  this  House  do  agree  to  the  con- 
ference asked  by  tbe  Senate  upon  the  subject  mat- 
ter of  tbe  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on 
the  amendments  depending  to  the  bill  aforesaid, 
and  that  managers  be  appointed  (o  the  same  on 
their  part. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Holmeb,  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr. 
LowNDEB,  Mr.  Pabcer,  of  Massachusetts,  and 
Mr,  KiNSEY,  be  tbe  managers  at  Ihe  said  confer- 
ence on  tbe  pari  of  ibis  House. 

HI380UBI  BILL. 

The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  conaideri 
tbe amenibnents repcMted  by  ibeCommitteeof  the 
Whole  to  tbe  hill  to  authorize  the  people  of  the  Tei^ 
ritwy  of  Missouri  to  form  a  constitutios  and,  State 
government^  and  for  the  admission  of  such  State 
mto  the  Umon  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  origi- 
nal States;  and,  tbe  said  amendments  being  read, 
were  concurred  in  by  the  House,  with  the  excep- 
tion  of  "Cm  following  : 
'  »  And  shall  ordain  and  establish,  that  there  shil)  be 
neithoT  ilavary  nor  iovolUDtar;  aervitode  in  the  said 
Stale,  otherwiae  than  in  tbe  paniifamant  of  crime*  ' 
whBMof  lbs  pa^y  sball  have  faaen  duly  aonTicted : 
AwndW,  tdvag*.  That  any  person  escapi«(  wiUiia 
the  sane,  from  wbon  labor  or  aervtce  b  lawfully  claimed 
in  any  other  State,  nch  fagitiva  may  be  lawfully  r»- 
claimed,  and  conveyed  in  the  perian  claiming  bis  M  her 
labor,  01  KTvice,  as  iJbfeaaid ;  Provided,  amerthtUf, 
I'bat  the  said  pioviaion  shall  not  be  cooatrued  to  alter 
the  condition  or  civil  rights  of  any  perton  con  held  to 
■enice  or  labor  in  tbe  said  Teiritoiy." 

Tbe  question  was  then  stated  to  concur  in  the 
said  oioendiaeat ;  when, 

^.  STOBX&moved  to  amend  the  suae  by  striking 
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out  thoe  words :  "And  shall  mVUin  and  eatabliah 
that ;"  and,  in  )teu  thereof,  to  insert  the  following, 

"And  he  it  further  ttiacled,  Th»t  the  followiDg  prop- 
oiidoDt  ba,  an  J  Ihs  umc  arc  herebjr,  aflsred  to  lh«  aiid 
cunTenliuD,  for  their  free  accoptince  or  rejection,  to  b« 
incoiporileJ  into  ihe  Conilitulion  ot  the  n\d  State,  a> 
■Tticlei  of  compact  lietween  lbs  »id  Statu  and  tbe 
United  Btatei,  via  ;  That  there  be  nsilber  aluetj  not 
iniDluntiry  ■■rvitude  in  Ihe  laid  Btate,  otherwiae  than 
in  the  puniabmeDt  of  crimn  nbcreof  the  part;  aball 
haTe  been  dulj  convicted ;  Prandtd,  abuayt.  That 
any  penon  eacaping  nitbia  the  aatne  from  nhooi  labor 
or  Hivica  is  Uwfal^  claimed  in  UT  othei  SlatB,  aneh 
fngitiig  maj  be  lanfallj  reelaioied,  and  cODTeyed  to 
tba  penon  clainiiig  hi*  or  her  labor  or  Bsrvica  u  afore- 
mid  ;  Provided,  nnerthekM,  That  the  aaid  proTiaion 
■hall  oat  be  cooalrued  to  altar  the  condition  or  civil 
right!  of  anj  perwn  now  held  to  aerrlce  or  lalKtr  in 
the  aald  Tcrrilorj. 

Mr.  R-HEA  spoke  near  an  hour  against  the  re- 
striction. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  North  Carolina,  spoke  a  short 
time  on  the  same  side. 

Mr.  FoBD,  of  New  York,  spake  haJf  an  hoar 
in  answer  to  the  remarks  of  sereral  gentlemen 
who  had  opposed  the  restriction. 

Mr.  JoHNBON,  of  Virginia,  replied  briefly  to  Mr. 
F.,  and  in  explanation  of  remarks  which  he  had 
beibremade. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  next  rose  and  entered 
into  a  general  exacnination  of  the  restriction  in  the 
proposed  case;  to  show  that  Congress  possessed 
no  right  to  impose  it. 

Mr.  Randolph  spoke  some  time  against  Mr. 
Storrb's  amendment. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  followed,  and  address- 
ed Ihe  House  at  considerable  length  against  the 
light  of  restriction,  dec. 

Mr.  Forrest,  of  PennsylTania,  spoke  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  I  rise  to  give  my  reasons  why  I 
shall  vote  for  the  restriction  and  against  the 
amendment  ofiered  to  it,  or,  in  other  words,  more 
in  unison  with  my  feelings,  why  1  shall  vote 
•fainst  the  extension  of  slarery  beyond  the  bonnds 
of  the  old  United  States.  I  rise  with  unfeigned 
deference  to  those  who  hare  gone  before  me,  wnosr 
abilities  are  so  pre-eminent,  whose  research  has 
been  so  profonnd,  aUd  whose  potvers  and  eloquence 
have  been  so  impressive  on  the  subject,  that  very 
little  is  left  f«  me  to  say.  I  have  possessed  my- 
self of  sundry  notes  from  the  Constitution  and 
Other  documents,  to  aid  me  in  mv  feeble  attempt, 
leat  1  should  be  embarrassed,  not  oeing  acCQitom- 
ed  to  public  speaking,  and  havins  but  small  hopes, 
and  less  expectation,  of  being  nbfe  to  cast  a  single 
ny  of  new  light  on  the  subject.'  I  shall  commence 
by  declaring  that  the  Constitution,  so  far  as  slavery 
may  be  inferred  from  it,  is  nothing  but  the  creature 
of  compromise,  which  I  can  testify,  on  a  retro- 
spect of  my  feelings  aJ  the  time  of  its  adoption, 
or  rather  when  it  was  promulgated  for  Ihe  con- 
sideration of  the  public.  It  was  a  compromise  to 
ineveni  disunion ;  it  was  a  dereliction  of  first  prin- 
oi]^  upon  which  the  independence  of  oarconDtry 


was  achieved ;  it  was  an  Bcqniescence  in  the  bond- 
age of  those  of  our  fdlow-men  in  whose  services 
their  pocsessors  conceived  they  had  a  property.  It 
'was  a  compromise  for  the  sake  of  peace,  and  con- 
fined wholly  to  the  then  United  States,  and  not  e>- 
lended  to  tne  territory  possessed  or  to  be  acquired. 

Th?  parts  of  the  Constitution  which  I  shall  recite 
are  section  3d,  article  3d :  "Representatives  and 
'  direct  taxes  shall  be  apportioned  among  the  ser- 
'  eral  States  according  to  their  respeotive  nombers, 
'  which  shall  be  determined  by  adding  to  the  whole 
'  numbers  of  free  persons,  including  tnose  bound  to 
'service  for  a  term  of  years,  ahd  eieluding  In- 
'  diaos  not  taxed,  three-fifths  of  all  persons,"  &c. 
This  part  of  the  article  1  have  thus  noted,  and  the 
1st  article  oftheSlh  section,  to  wit:  "Themnre- 
'  tlon  and  importation  of  such  persons  as  any  ofthe 
'  States  now  existing  shall  think  proper  to  admit 
'  shall  not  be  prohibited  by  Congress  prior  to  the 
'  year  1808,  but  a  tax  or  duty  may  be  imposed  on 
'  such  importation,  not  exceeding  ten  dollars  ibr 
'  each  person,"  manifestly  show,  (corroborated  by 
the  declaration  made  on  this  floor,  by  the  member 
IVom  Sohtb  Carolina,  who  bad  been  a  member  of 
the  Convention^)  that  the  States  of  South  Caro- 
lina and  Gkorgia  would  not  have  come  into  the 
Union  if  this  concession  had  not  been  made  by 
the  other  Slates;  l^at  it  was  a  compromise,  and 
that  the  words  in  the  9th  section,  "  as  any  of  the 
States  now  existing  shall  think  proper  to  admit," 
although  the  words  slave,  staves,  or  slavery,  are 
not  in  the  Constitution,  yet  it  is  inferred,  and  sei^ 
vitude  is  confined  to  the  then  United  States,  and 
not  extended  to  the  territory.  Does  not  the  limi- 
tation in  the  9th  section  of  the  Constitution  most 
manifestly  declare  the  power  of  Congress  to  pro- 
hibit the  importation  of  such  persons,  toy  slasei, 
by  limiting  tne  exercise  of  the  authority  until  the 
year  1808,  and  which  could  only  have  been  meant 
to  be  operative  on  the  old  United  States,  as  will 
appear  by  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  7tfa 
April,  1798,  to  authorize  the  establishmeot  of  a 
government  in  the  Mississi^i  Territory  7  At 
least  ten  years  before  the  ezpiration'of  the  limila- 
tioD  eoiltained  in  the  9th  section,  before  recited, 
Ihe  7th  section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  just  allod- 
ed  10^  prohibits  the  importation  ef  slaves  into  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  fropi  any  port  or  place  with- 
out the  United  States,  tmder  a  penaltjr  of  three 
hundred  dollars,  and  the  slave  to  be  entitled  to  his 
or  her  freedom ;  as  also  the  act,  passed  36th  March, 
1804j  erecting  Louisiana  into  two  territories,  and 
providing  for  the  temporary  fmrernment  thereof. 
See  the  10th  section,  m  the  following  words : 

"  The  prohibition  of  the  importation  of  alsvet  in  the  ' 
territoriea,  not  only  from  any  port  or  placa  nithoot  the 
United  States,  bst  also  from  anj  port  or  place  within 
the  limita  of  Ihe  United  Stataa,  of  any  ilava  or  alavea 
which  shall  hate  been  imported  into  the  Dniled  Htates 
aince  Iha  first  day  of  May.  1788." 

This  act  was  passed  «t  least  si*  years  before  die 
expiration  of  the  limitation  before  mentioned,  and 
had  relation  to  Ihe  slaves  imported  into  the  Uni- 
ted Sbtes  since  May,  1798. 

Now,  is  not  thb  conclusive  to  show  thai  the 
Congress  could  not  have  entertained  the  most  dis- 
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Cani  idea  that  tike  territory  belonging  to  the  United 
States  nas  entitled  to  a  puticipBtioD  in  the  com- 
promiK  with  the  old  Stales?  No:  if  they  bad, 
they  never  would  have  passed  those  acts,  but 
would  hare  considered  the  limitation  contained  in 
the  9th  sectToQ  of  the  Constitution  a»  applying  to 
the  tertitory  as  well  as  to  the  old  Unilad  States. 

K  seems  too  plain  to  admit  a  doubt,  that,  previ- 
ous to  the  year  1808^  Congress  bad  the  power,  and 
exercised  it,  to  prohibit  the  migration  and  iinpot- 
tBtion  of  slaves  mto  Ihair  territoriea,  and  into  new 
States  formed  out  of  their  terfitories :  and  if  it  may 
be  prohibited  into  new  States,  (which  has  been 
donCf)  why  not  the  same  authority  to  make  it  a 
condition  for  the  admission  of  territories  into  new 
States? 

The  third  section  of  the  Constitution,  pari  the 
first:  "New  States  may  be  admitted  by  Congiess 
into  the  Unijin,"  and  soon.  Second  part:  "The 
'  Congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of,  and  to 
'  make  all  needful/nles  and  regulations  that  policy 
'  and  expediency  may  dictate  for  public  good;" 
and,  in  exercising  their  powers,  Congress  passed 
the  resolution,  on  the  lOth  day  of  April,  1780; 
"  That  the  unappropriated  lands  that  may  be  ceded 
*  to  the  United  Stales  by  aify  particular  State,  pur- 
'  «uant  to  the  recommendation  ofCongress.should 
'  be  disposed  of  for  the  common  benefit  of  tne  Uni- 
'  ted  States,  and  admitted  into  the  Federal  Union, 
'  with  all  the  rights  of  sovereignty,  freedom,  and 
'  independence,  with  other  States.'' 

It  was  in  consequinee  of  this  resolution,  that 
Virginia,  New  York,  Massachusetts,  and  Con- 
necticut, ceded  to  the  United  Slates  claims  to 
land  within  their  Slates  respectively,  beyond  a 
giren  line,  which  they  thereby  made  their  western 
boundary.  Virginia  ceding  all  her  territory  norih- 
wesi  of  the  river  Ohio,  fn  conformity  to  tne  reso- 
lution of  the  lOih  aay  of  October,  1780,  Congresa 
pas.sed  an  ordinance,  on  the  13th  day  of  October, 
1787,  for  the  govemmenl  qf  the  territoiy  north- 
west of  the  river  Ohio,  being  that  part  of  the  ces- 
.  sion  made  by  the  State  of  Virginia,  ordaining,  in 
the  articles  of  compact,  that  the  territory  should 
be  restricted  from  taxing  the  lands  the  property  of 
the  United  Slates,  and  providing  that  in  no  case 
should  the  non-residents'-  land  De  taxed  higher 
than  residents';  the  6th  article  of  which  inhibits 
slavery  and  involuntary  servitude.  The  fifth  sec- 
tion 01  the  said  ordinance  having  varied  the  dis- 
position of  the  territory  into  States  from  the  mode 
pointed  out  in  the  cession  made  by  Virginia  to  the 
United  States,  Congress  passed  a  resolution  re- 
commending to  the  State  of  Virginia  a  reconsider- 
ation of  her  cessitHi,  or  so  much  of  it  as  prescribed 
the  bounds  of  the  States  to  be  formed  out  of  terri- 
tory ceded  by  her,  so  ^  to  comport  with  the  views 
of  Congress,  contained  in  the  5th  section  of  the 
ordinance  to  divide  the  ceded  territory  into  distinct 
Slates  of  not  more  than  five  nor  less  than  three,  as 
the  situation  of  the  territory  might  require.  The 
State  of  Vir^nia,  by  the  act  of  her  Legislature, 
did  KO  reconsider  the  section,  and  adoptt^  the  5th 
section  of  the  ordinance  of  Conf[ress  verlMtim; 
and,  at  the  same  time,  the  6th  section,  prohibiting 
slavery  and  involufllary  aerritude,  wa*  ihs  subae- 


quent  section;  by  which,  and  by  her  full  KpK~ 
seitalton  OB  the  floor  of  Congress,  she  became  a 
party  in  imposing  the  restrictions,  however  incon' 
siuent  her  conduct  is  at  this  day,  for,  had  she 
thought  they  were  incompatible,  or  unconstitu- 
tional, she  would  have  then  made  her  objections, 
and  not  at  this  day;  buL  as  she  did  not.  the  terri- 
lory  was  formed  into  tnree  States,  wnicL  were 
sut^equently  admitted  into  the  Union,  lo  wit: 
Ohio,  Illinois,  and  Indiana,  and  now  are  respect- 
ively represented  oD  this  floor,  without  diminiilion 
of  sovereignty. 

The  State  of  Georgia  ceded  to  the  United  Stales 
all  the  territory  within  her  chartered  bounds,  be- 
yond  a  given  line;  and,  by  the  fifth  part  of  the  first 
section  of  the  articles  of  agreemenl  between  the 
United  Stales  and  the  State  of  Georgia^  she  au- 
thorized the  formation  of  the  State  of  Miioissippi 
to  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  on  the  same  con-- 
ditions  and  restrictions,  with  the  same  privilc^n, 
and  in  the  same  manner,  as  is  provided  in  the  oi- 
dioaoceof  Congress  passed  the  13th  day  of  July, 
1767;  which  ordinance  was  thereby  directed,  in 
all  its  parts,  to  extend  to  the  territories,  except  that 
article  which  forbids  slavery. 

This,  the  Stateof  Georgia  had  a  right  to  except, 
the  territory  being  within  the  chartered  bounds  of 
the  State  of  Georgia ;  and,  of  course,  within  the 
limits  of  the  old  United  Slates.  Mississippi  was 
admitted  into  the  Union  in  December,  1817,  and 
Alabama  was  authorized  to  become  a  Slate  in 
1819,  upon  the  same  conditions  and  restriction^ 
both  formed  out  of  the  same  territory.  I  now  will 
state  a  question — if  the  Slates  of  Ohio,  Georgia, 
Virginia,  and  other  Slates,  can  cede  their  territory, 
to  bscome  States  in  the  Union,  and  that  under 
restriction,  cannot  the  United  States  do  the  same 
with  their  territory,  without  impairing  their  sov 
eteigaly,  when  they  are  admitted  into  the  Union  ? 

I  will  relieve  the  Committee  from  further  atten- 
tion, after  a  very  few  remarks  on  observations  that 
have  been  made  by.  members  opposed  to  the  amend- 
ment. The  member  from  Virginia,  who  is  not 
now  in  his  place,  but  who  I  have  in  my  eye,  when 
on  the  floor  dealt  out  denu Delations  of  disunion, 
masiscre,  civil  war,  horror,  and  blood,  exclaiming 
that,  if  the  restriction  should  be  carried,  this  would 
be  the  darkest  day  our  country  ever  saw.  Here  I 
must  differ  with  the  member.  No  ;  the  mornmg 
of  the  26th  day  of  December,  J776,  let  me  tell  the 
youth,  whose  father  was  a  fellow-soldier  of  mine,' 
a  Revolutionary  com  pa  in  01  in  the  cause  of  liberty, 
was  the  darkest  time  our  country  ever  caw.  It 
was  then  WABniNOTON  led  his  patriot  hand  of 
freemen  to  the  battle  of  Trenton,  the  forlorn  hope 
of  the  independence  of  his  country.  It  was  then 
he  oommanded  the  rifle  corps  under  Ciptajna 
Washington  and  Monroe  to  drive  in  the  Heasrnn 
pickets.  Methinks  I  see  the  striplings  skipping  in 
obedience.  The  action  became  general, and  Wasb- 
iHQTON,  at  their  bead,  pouring  forth  his  patriotic 
exhortation,  in  words  that  will  ever  be  remembered 
by  me,  and  ought  lo  be  imnr«s&ed  on  the  minds  of 
every  friend  la  liberty :  "  That  the  darkest  time  of 
night  was  just  befo"*  dav ;"  which  was  soon  veri- 
fied by  the  surrender  ef  the  HesaitULs,  an  event  thai 
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gSTe  a  preponderance  to  the  invisible  balance  held 
by  (he  handof  Him  who  weighs  the  fate  of  nations. 
It  was  that  event  that  laid  the  foundation  of  our 
country's  independence,  an^  to  which  we  are  in- 
debted for  our  seats  at  this  day,  in  this  splendid 
ball,  once  more  engaged  in  the  cause  of  liberty. 
When  Wabhikoton  led  on  hia  liitle  patriot  band, 
0  thent  he  was  as  a  modra^  Moses  j  he 


fore  themasapillarof  smoke  by  day,  and  a  column 

of  fire  by  night ;  his  sympnthy  in  tneir 

sufTerings  allared  their  hunger  and  quenched  their 


ir  distress  and 


this  floor.    Det 


thirst.  Theyfollowed  him  as  the  modern  Israeli 
the  Isradites  of  the  day,  with  their  uriat  and  Uttim- 
mim  on  their  breasts,  the  iat^ignia  of  their  canse 
inscribed  on  escutcheons  of  brass,  fixed  on  their 
fakyonetsaDd  sword-belts — liberty  or  death — united 
wt  stand,  divided  we  fall — 'tis  for  posterity  we  die. 
Posterity!  wbat,pCBteriiyperpetuateslaTery !  How 
shall  I  express  myself?  Oh  pour  un  mantle  pour 
cooTrir  les  laces  de  cenx  qui  sont  les  fils  de  mes 
eotnpatriots,  who  with  me  in  battle,  fell,  whose 
death  I  then  regretted  as  prematore  and  unforlU- 
Dtte,  snatohed,  as  I  then  tnoufht,  from  a  parlici- 
jAtion  in  As  Uesslngs  of  an  hapj)}^  independence, 
in  the  full  enjoyment  of  every  citU  nnd  rdigiotis 
liberty.  But  now  I  have  occasion  to  rejoice ;  yes, 
r^oiceoyermQeh,thai  they  were  not,  like  me,  per- 
mitted tb  live  to  see  posterity  outgrow  the  remem- 
bi«nce  of  the  patriotic  virtues  of  their  bihers,  by 
an  act  for  the  ertendon  of  slavery. 

It  has  been  a  source  of  very  considerable  pain  to 
me,  and  an  afflicting  exercise  of  mind,  to  hear 
members  on  one  side  of  the  House,  or  those  who 
are  opposed  to  restriction,  use  such  language 
against  their  fellow-members  on  the  other  side,  as 
"  Duipori  wiA  their  digni6ed  standing  on 
i\»„n.,QJjtJQQ_  sarcasm,  -and  insinua- 
..teand  excite  warmth  with  some, 
bat  with  me  they  only  produce  sorrow,  that  the 
exemidary  and  conciliatory  language  of  Abraham, 
the  elder,  to  Lot,  the  younger  brother,  did  not  per- 
vade (tur  feelioga.  "Let  there  be  no  strife  berween 
thee  and  me,  between  thy  herdsmanand  mine;  are 
we  not  brethren?"  I  shall  notice  an  allusion  to 
me  by  a  member  when  on'  the  floor,  who  was 
pleased  to  charftcteriKe  the  extremes  of  my  life,  by 
pMtnying  the  previous  pert  in  all  the  habiliments 
and  trappings  of  a  soldier  in  uniform  clothes  and 
^ulettes.  The  friend  must  have  had  but  a  very 
imperfect  knowledge  of  the  Revolutionary  Army, 
if  he  supposed  that  they  were  as  neatly  dressed  and 
equipped  as  the  otSeers  of  the  present  day.  No,  it 
was  the  inability  of  Consress  to  furnish  the  means 
to  eith«  feed,  pay, or  clothe  the  army,  thatreduced 
them  to  starvation,  and  to  the  necessity  of  cutting 
tip  their  only  blankets  to  make  a  coat  and  overalls ; 
and  aa  to  rank,  it  coald  not  be  distinguished  for 
ihe  want  of  epaulettes,  t  was  in  hopes  the  little 
service  I  rendered  to  my  conntry  would  not  have 
been  sufficient  to  have  brought  me  into  notice  at 
this  day;  it  is  a  part  of  my  life  I  wish  to  forget, 
bfing  opposed  to  war,  believing  it  to  be  unlawful 
in  the  sight  of  Qod.  But,  if  the  extension  of  sla- 
very grows  out  of  the  question  before  the  Commit- 
tee, I  shall  think  the  small  share  I  have  had  in  the 
Rerohition  was  the  Mackeat  part  of  my  life. 


My  plainness  of  dress  and  manners  were  also  no- 
ticed and  conlidimentedj  as  belonging  to'  the  so- 
ciety of  Friend,  otherwise  called  Quakers.  I  trust 
I  am  a  member  of  the  church  militant,  and  in  spi- 
ritual unison  with  friends,  whosecharacter  is  peace 
and  good  will  to  all  men;  and  I  am  authorized  to 
say,  that  I  would  cheerfully  give  6p  the  Territory 
to  th^  inhabitants  to  free  their  fellow-men,  to  avert 
what  has  been  threatened,  bnt  which  I  cannot 
think  will  ever  be  realized.  However,  I  cannot  do 
an  evil  that  EOod  may  come  out  of  it. 

I  now  Rbafi  conclude,  with  expressions  of  respect 
for  the  members  from  Virginia  and  Kentucky,  who 
were  pleased  to  compliment  the  State  of  which  I 
am  an  humble  Representative',  by  ascribing  its  dig- 
nified standing  in  the  Union  to  tlie  eiemnlary  con- 
duct of  the  people  called  Quakers.  Would  to  Qod 
we  were  all  Quakers;  there  would  be  less  strife, 
more  harmony  and  brotherly  lov^  among  us ;  and, 
if  we  were  to  follow  their  precepts  and  emulate 
their  virtues,  we  should  do  as  they  do ;  they  build 
all  their  churches  without  a  lottery;  they  do  not 
sell  their  pews  to  the  highest  bidder ;  but  sit  on 
benches,  master  and  man;  they  maintain  their 
own  poor,  and  pay  their  lai  assessed  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  poor  of  the  township  they  live  in ; 
they  believe  Qod  to  be  a  spirit,  and  worship  in 
1  spirit  and  truth. 

j  Mr.  Parkgb,  of  Virdnia,  occupied  the  floor 
about  half  an  hour,  on  the  other  side.  When  Mr. 
!  p.  concluded — 

I  The  question  to  agree  to  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  STOHns,  was  put,  and  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  82,  nays  98,  as  follows: 

Ykii — Meiers.  Abbot,  Aleiondar,  Allen  of  Tenoea- 
■e(,  Anderton,  Archer  of  Mirjlsad,  Archer  of  Vir- 
gioift,  fialiJwin,  Ball,  Btrbour.  Bloamfield,  Brevard, 
BroKQ,  Brjen,  Burton,  Burwell,  Butler  of  Loujaiana, 
Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocke.  Cranrord,  Cronell,  Culbreth, 
Culpeper,  Calhbert,  Davidson,  Earlo.  Edirarili  of 
North  Carolina,  Ervin,  Fiaher,  Flojd,  Fullerlon,  Gu- 
nett,  HbII  of  Ttarih  Carolina,  Hardin,  Hiir,  Holmei, 
Hooka,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Kent,  Little,  Lovndea,  Me- 
!  Coy,  HoCrearj,  MoLene  of  Velaware,  McLean  of 
')  Kanucky,  Maaon,  Meiga,  Mercer,  Metealf,  Neale, 
Nalaon  o[  Viiginii)  Newton,  Overatreet,  Pkrtar  of 
Virginia,  Pinekney,  PtDdBll,  Qoarlei,  Rankin.  Reed, 
Rheh,  Ringgold,  BobertMiD,  SeiUa,  Shaw,  Strnkiu, 
SloruDib,  Smilh  of  Man>land,  8.  Smith  of  VirgiMia, 
A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smillk  of  North  Carolina,  Stom, 
Btrothai,  Swearitigen,  Terrell,  Trimblo,  Tucker  of  Vir- 
ginia,  Tncker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Walker  of 
North  Carulina,  WatSelJ,  Williame  of  Viiginia,  and 
WniiamaorNarlh  Carollna-^-SZ. 

Naii — Meun.  Adami.  Allan  of  MHaachuaetla, 
AUen  of  New  York,  Baker,  Bateman,  Beechn,  Baden, 
Bruih,  Bnffum,  Butter  of  New  Hampsbira,  CanjibeU, 
Caae,  Clagetl,  Clark.  Cook.  Crifta,  Cathman,  Dar- 
linglnn,  Dennison,  Drwill,  Dickinson.  Dowae,  Eddy. 
Edwards  of  Conoeclicut,  Edwards  of  PenrwylTanit, 
Faj.  Folgcr  Foot,  Ford,  Forreil.FuIlof,  Crow  of  New 
York,  Oroaa  of  PenntylTDnia.  Gu;ol>,  Hocklev,  Usil 
of  New  YarK,  Haurd,  Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Hi^rrink, 
Hibshnian,  Keitter,  Hoatettrr,  Jahaaon,  JoncaofTen- 
neaaee,  Kendall,  Kinaey,  Kiniley.  Lathrop,  Lincoln, 
Linn,  LiTermore,  Lyman,  Made;,  Mallarj,  Mtrchaad, 
I  Meech(  R.  Moote,  8.  Moon,  MomU,  Moitou,  HeM- 
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hij,  Umtmj,  Nriwn  oT  MuoctuisMli,  Pnkar  af 
Masnehnietti^  PBttenon.  Pbclp*,  Phihcm,  Pitdar, 
Plamcr,  Riadolpb,  Rich,  Bichai4>,  RichmDDd,  Rogcn, 
RoH,  Rqm,  BimpMn,  Bet^eant,  Silibee,  Stpin,  Bmiih 
of  Nen  itimtj,  Soulhard,  BtaTcDs,  Btraf  t,  Btrong  af 
VeniMnt,  Btnmg  of  Mew  York,  Tarr,  Tsjlor,  Tom- 
KoaoB,  TonpkiiM,  Truj,  Upham,  Van  Ranaaalter, 
Wallaca.  Wandav*,  Whitman,  and  Wood— H. 

Mr.  Scott  then  offered  an  amendmoit  to  the 
reatrictiTe  Bmendmeat,  bsring  for  ita  object,  ia 
substance,  to  prerent  the  operation  of  the  Teatric- 
tkin  either  on  the  alares  now  in  Mlssdnri  or  on 
their  increase. 

This  propoeition  ms  adrooated  by  Mr.  Ctatr- 
isfcLofOhto;  but, 

Mr.  ScoTT^at  the  auggeatioa  of  se7enl  of  hia 
friatids,  fritUrew  hia  ammdment 

The  qnealion  ms  tbfn  taken  ob  eohcohiD^  in 
.  the  rMrietire  amendinent,  adopted  in  CommittM 
of  the  Wh(^  on  the  nution  of  Mr,  Tatloi,  and 
decided  in  the  affinnatin,  br  reaa  and  nays,  a» 
ftdiom: 

TaA* — Menra.  Adami,  Allen  of  MaHachnaetti,  Al- 
len of  N««  Tort,  Baker,  Batanaa,  Baadiar,  Bodm, 
Braah,  BoAb^  Bvtlar  »I  Naw  fiampaUre,  OaotpMI, 
Caaa,  CtacMt,  Claik,  Cook,  Crafts,  CDshmu,  Dar> 
Kntton,  Deaniaan,  DawiU,  DhUnaon,  fioivaa,  Eddy, 
Gdwaids  of  Connaeticut,  Edwatdi  of  Pann^Irank, 
Fay,  Falpr,  Fan),  Fvrreat,  Foliar.  Orosa  of  Mew 
York.  Grow  of  PannajlTania,  OajoD,  UacUn;,  Hall 
of  Mew  Yofk,  Haiard,  HciUphill,  Hwulricka,  Her- 
rick,  Hibihman,  Heiiter,  Hoatetlet,  Kendall,  Kinaej, 
Kinilej,  Lithrop,  LiDCoIn.  Linn,  Liiermoie,  Lyman, 
Maclij,  M*IlBiT,MaTchBnd,  Meech,  R.  Moore,  B.  Hooie, 
MoBel[,MDrtDD,MoHley,Marriy,Nel«>norH>«ueha- 
HlU,  Parker  of  Mmnubuietti,  Pattenou.Phelpi,  PMl- 
soii,  Pilcher,  Plainer,  Rich,  Kichaiili,  Richmend,  Ro- 
gen,  Roat,  Ran,  Bampaon,  Seigeant,  Silabee,  Sloan, 
Smilb  of  New  Jeraey,  Bouthird,  SteTons,  Btieet, 
Strong  of  Vermont,  Blning  of  Naw  YoA,  Tan,  Tay- 
lor, Tooitinaon,  Tompkini,  Tracy,  Upbam,  Van  Hans- 
■olsar,  Wallace,  Weodover,  Whitman,  aaJ'Wood— 94. 

Nii»— Me«i.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allan  of  T«a- 
neaue.  Andenec,  Aicber  of  Manland,  Archer  of  Vit- 
ginii,  Bildwin,  Bill.  Betboor,  BloomfiaJd,  Bierard, 
Brown,  Bryan,  Burton,  Burwell.  Batler  of  LooiMana, 
Cannon,  Colib,  Cocke,  Oawiord,  L'rowell,  Colbrelb, 
Cvlpepet,  Cnlhberl,  Davidaon,  Sarte,  Edwarde  of 
North  Carolina,  Eirin,  P^aber,  Floyd,  Fool,  PnllBrlon, 
Oamatt.  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  Hill,  Holmaa, 
Hooka.  JabtMOU,  Jonea  of  Virtiota,  Jonaaof  Tanaaaaac, 
Kent,  Little,  Lowadw,  UcCoy,  MeUroary,  McLana 
of  Dataware,  MeLaan  of  Kantncky,  Maaon,  Meiga, 
Mercer,  Metcalf,  Naalo,  Netaon  of  VttgiBia,  Nawton, 
Oierabaet.  Pailut  of  Virginia,  Pincknay,  PindaU, 
Qnarks,  Randalpb,  Kankin,  Roed,  Rbaa,  Bioggold, 
RoberUon,  Settle,  Shaw,  Slmkine,  Blocnmb,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  A.  Si)ajtb  of  Virginia, 
Bmith  of  North  Cuolina,  Storra,  Btiolher,  Swearingan, 
Terrell,  Trimble,  Tuckeruf  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South 
Canilioa,  Tyler,  Walker  of  North  Carolina,  Wirfield, 
Williama  of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North  Caro- 


So  the  House  concurred  in  tlie  restriction. 

Mr.  TAtLOH  then  renewed  a  motion  which  he 
had  made  unsuceeasfally  in  Committee,  to  amend 
the  laal  section  of  the  bill,  by  striking  out  the 
wndf  "ud  the  laid  Btatea,  wlwn  ibnoMl,  shall  be 


admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  eqnal  footing  with 
the  original  States,"  and  insertinff  in  lieu  tnereof 
thefolwwing:  "  and  if  thesamefilie  constitution) 
shall  be  approred  by  Coagress,  the  said  Terriiwy 
shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  Btate,  upon 
an  equal  fboting  with  the  original  Slates." 

This  question  ww  briefly  aupporled  by  the 
merer,  and  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Scott, 
LoWKDEa,  Mehceh,  Flotd,  and  Hendeicks  ; 
and,  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  It  was  de- 
cided in  the  negatire,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

YiAS — Messn.  Adama,  AIIpq  nf  Musacboaetts,  Al- 
len of  New  York,  BuOiim,  ButlrrofNew  Hampahiro, 
Clark,  Crafts,  Cuihman,  Darlington,  DennLion,Dowae, 
Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  PenneylTania, 
Pn,  Pelger,  Forrest,  Fatlar.Oayon,  Haekley,  Hemp- 
bw,  Hertiek,  Hostettar,  Kinelay,  Lnthrop,  Lyman, 
H>elaT,  Harehaad,  Maech,  Morton,  Murray,  PattnT- 
•M.  Fttelpi^  Pbbon,  Rich,  Richards,  Richmond, 
Rofars,  Roaa,  Sergeant,  Starrs,  Strong  of  Vermont, 
Strong  of  N«w  York,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tnej,  Van 
Baaaaelav,  Wallace,  Weadoter,  and  Woo<l-4»> 

Nam— Hasara.  Abbot,  Alexander,  AUen  of  Ten- 
DMaaei  Anderaan,  Areber  of  Haiylsnd,  Archer  of 
Varmoat,  Baker,  BaUwia,  Ball,  Barbour,  Balaman, 
Baaehar,  Blaaateld,  Bodan,  Brawn,  Brush,  Bryan, 
Burton,  Burwell,  Butler  of  Loalaiana,  CampMI,  Caa- 
nen,  Caaa,  Clagett,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Cook,  Crawfiwd, 
Crowell,  Culbrath,  Culpeper,  Cntbbert,  Davidaos, 
DewitI,  Dickinaon,  Earle,  Eddy,  Edwarde  of  North 
Carellna,  Erfin,  Fieher,  Floyd,  Foot,  Ford,  Futlerton, 
Garnatt,  Gross  of  New  York,  Grose  of  Peanaykania, 
Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hardio, 
Haurd,  Heudricke,  Hibahman,  Heiater,  Hill,  Holma«, 
Hooka,  Johnson,  Jonea  of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Tenaes- 
nessee,  Kendall,  Kent,  Kin*^,  Little,  Lincoln,  Linn, 
LiTermote,  Lowndes,  McCoy,  MeCreary,  MoLane  of 
Delaware,  McLean  of  KeDioekj,  Hallaiy,  Haeoa, 
Heiga,  Hercar,  Metcalf,  R.  Hoore,  S.  Mooie,  Monell, 
Moaeley,  Naale,  Nelean  of  Virginia,  NewMn,  0*ar> 
atreet,  Farkai  of  Maaaadiuaetta,  Parker  of  Viiginiai, 
PiU^nay,  Pindall,  Pitcher,  Plana,  Raadolpb,  Ran- 


ofNew  Jaiwy,  Smith  of  Maryland,  B.  Smyth  of  Vir- 
giiiia,  A.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Caralioa, 
Sonthard,  Statens,  Street,  Swaaringan,  Tatrall,  Ton- 
lioeon,  Tompkins,  Trimble,  Taoker  of  Virgiaia,  Tuc- 
ker of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Walker  of  Nerdt  Caro- 
lina, War£eld,  WUtiane  of  Virginia,  and  WUliau 
of  North  CarolinA—iaS. 

The  queetion  teeurrinff  on  otdcring  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  uiird  time, 

Mr.  3T0BB8  mofeii  to  amend  the  bill,  by  adding 
thereto  a  new  section,  providing  for  the  exclusion 
of  slarery  ftorn  all  the  Territories  of  the  United 
States  westof  the  Mississippi  and  north  of  tbirly-aix 
degrees  thirty  minuiee  of  north  latitude,  excepting 
th«  proposed  State  of  Missouri— (the  aaiaadiDeiit 
commonly  called  the  c(K0[utimise.) 

Mr.  RAHDOi-PK  spoke  a  Bbott  time  agaJBst  this 
amendmeU. 

Mr.  Foot  mored  to  amand  the  ameadment  by 
striking  oat  the  words  "  thiily-«ix  d^^rees  thi»(jr 
minvtes  north  latilode,"  so  as  to  leave  the  pron- 
sio^  applicabte  to  all  the  Territories  of  tbe  United 
States. 
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Mr.  Clark  made  a  few  remaika  agaioEt  the 
propiietv  of  iolroduciiiK  the  amendment  offered 
^  Mr.  Stoiihb  in  thU  bUl. 

Mr.  Kandolfu  stated  mncli  at  large,  the  reik- 
tons  why  he  should  vole  against  the  compromise. 

Mr.  Foot  explained  the  abject  of  his  motion, 
which  was,  chiefly  to  attempt  an  accommodation 
of  conflicting  opinions  on  this  subject,  of  strippine 
the  quentioa  of  the  Conslitttutional  difficulty,  ana 
to  test  the  sincerity  of  ibose  who  had  maintained 
the  restriction. 

Mr.  Cobb  spoke  at  considerable  length,  and 
very  warmly,  against  all  restriction  whaterer,  as 
tending  Eo  universal  emancipation. 

Mr.  Storks  rose  and  stated  that^  from  the  coH- 
sideralioD  that  his  proposition  might  create  delay 
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the  4th  of  March,  the  time  to  which  «be  had 
limited  by  the  pueut  State — he  would  withdraw 
liisproposition. 

The  question  was  then,  U  length  taken,  on  or- 
dering the  bill  to  be  en^oEsed,  and  read  a  third 
time,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows ;  ' 

YiiB — Meun.  A<l*m<,  Allen  of  N«w  York,  An- 
denoi].  Baker,  Biteman,  BBecher,,Bo<]eD,  Bruib,  Buf- 
fnn,  Batler  or  New  Hampihire,  Cuopbell,  Cms,  Clt- 
gett,  Clstk,  Cook,  Crifla,  Cnahmn,  Dirlington,  Denr 
niwn,  Dewitl,  Dickinun,  Dowie,  Eddy,  EdwiHi  of 
Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Fenii>jl*anii,  Pay,  Polger, 
Ford,  Forrnt,  Fuller,  Qtok  of  New  York,  Gross  of 
P«nnsyl>anli,  Guyon,  Hicklej,  Hall  of  New  York, 
Hemphill,  HendHcfca,  Herrict,  Hibahman,  Heiiter, 
Bill,  Hostettsr,  Kendall,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Lalhrop, 
LineoJD,  Linn,  Lyman,  Haciay,  Htllnry,  Uarcband, 
If  etch,  R.  Moore,  S.  Mooro,  Uonell,  MoKan,  Moaeley, 
Mnrray,  Nelson  of  Masaachusetls,  Parker  of  Haasa- 
lAuwIts,  Pitterean,  Phelpa,  Philaon,  Pitcher,  Plutner, 
Bicb,  Kicharda,  Richmond,  Rogen,  Roh,  Sua*,  Samp- 
Bon,  Sergeant,  Bilabee,  Bloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey, 
Southard,  eie»en»,  Street,  Btiong  of  Vermont,  Strong 
of  New  York,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tomlinwn,  Tompkina, 
Tracy,  Upham,  Vbd  Reoaaelaer,  Wallace,  Wendover, 
WblUnan,  and  Wood— 93. 

Niii — Mesar*.  Abljot,  Aleiander,  Allen  of  Tenn., 
Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  ofVtrginia,  Baldwin, Ball, 
Barbour,  BloomfielO,  Brevard,  Brown,  Bryen,  Burton, 
Bnrwell,  Butler  of  Louiaiana,  Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocke, 
Crawford,  Crowell,  Culbreth,  Colpeper,  Cnthbert, 
i)B*idaoD,  Garle,  Edwarda  of  North  Carolina,  Ervin, 
FishBr.Flojd,  Foot,  Fullerton,Gamelt,HalI  of  North 
Caroiioa,  Hardin,  MolmsB,  Hooka,  Johaion,  Sauet  of 
Tirgiaia,  Jonea  of  Tenneiaee,  Kent,  Little,  Livermore, 
Lowndsa,  McCoy,  McCreary,  HcLane  of  Delaware,. 
McLean  of  Kenlacky,  Msaon,  Metga,  Mercer.  Metcal^ 
Neale,  Nelaon  of  Virginia,  Newton,  0*eTatreet,  Par- 
ker ol  Virginia,  Pint^nay,  Pindell,  Qnarle*,  Randolph, 
Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Ringgold,  Roberlaon.  Settle, 
Bbaw,8iiakina,Slocnnib,Sa)itbof  Maryland,  B.Smith 
of  Virginia,  A.  Smylb  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North 
Carolina,  Storra,  BtroUier,  SireatuigMi,  Tiinble,  Tac- 
kar  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Caroliok.  Tyler, 
Walker  of  North  CarolJM,  Wu£eld,  Williama  of 
VinioiB,  and  WUliama  of  North  Carolina — M. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  he  read  a  third 


and  a  litde  after  8  o'clock,  the 
House  adjourned. 

WED.NEBOAy,  March  1, 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the 
petition  of  the  Oraad  Lodre  of  the  District  of 
Colnmbia,  (to  be  authorized  to  build  a  Masonic 
Hall  by.  lottery  ;)  which  report  was  read  and  con- 
Mr.  Cannon,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Mi- 
litia, reported  a  bill  to  establish  an  uniform  mode 
of  discipline  and  field  eiercise  for  the  militia  of 
the  United  States ;  which  was  twice  read  uti 
committed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  communicating  the  infor- 
mation reqniredby  the  resolution  of  the  ^Ih  ultimo, 
in  relation  to  a  loan  of  gunpowder  made  to  the 
Arm  of  Stull  <fc  Williams. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  aletter 
fh)m  the  Secretary  of  War,  communicating  the 
information  reijuired  by  the  resolution,  of  the  22d 
ultimo,  in  relation  to  the  contracts  heretofore  made 
with  James  Johnson,  Alexander  McRea,  EUas 
Barle,  and  Peter  Towosend,  for  the  delivery  of 
powder,  arms,  dbc. 

These  communications  were  severally  read  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  ^ 

Mr.  Whitman  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion for  consideration  r 

Retohtd,  That  the  Committee  on  Naial  Aflktra  be 
initructed  to  inquire  and  report  to  Ihia  Houae  what 
right,  if  any.  Commodore  Stewart  had,  hy  law  or  athor. 
wise,  to  require  that  men  nho»  tcmis  of  cnliatmoit 
eipired  while  on  the  Mediterranean  atalion,  ahoutd 
either  re-enliat,  or  forfeit  the  right  "  to  any  claim  or 
proviaion  aa  diitmaed  aeamen,  frooi  the  Consuls  of 
the  United  Statea  in  Europe  ;"  and  what  right  eijated 
at  the  Departments  of  the  Treasury  and  Navy  "  to  re- 
fuse remaneration  for  anch  claims,"  ai  ataled  in  a 
letter,  nnder  date  of  the  S7th  January,  IBSO,  addrewed 


A  short  debate  took  place  on  this  resolution,  in 
which  it  was  supported  by  the  mover,  and  was 
opposed  b^  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  and 
Tbihblb  {  in  the  conclusion  of  which  Mr.  Trim- 
ble moved  that  the  resolution  be  laid  on  the  table 
for  the  present  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit:  An  act  for  the  better  regulation  of 
the  trade  with  the  Indian  tribes;  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Robert  Purdy ;  An  act  in  addition  to  aa 
act,  entitled  "An  act  regulating  the  Post  Office 
Establishment;"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Bartho- 
lomew Duverge ;  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Labedo- 
yete  de  Kermion;  and  An  act  for  the  relief  uf 
Joseph  McNeill ;  in  which  bills  they  ask  the  con- 
of  this  House. 


DEATH  or  DAVID  WALKER. 

Mr.  QiUAKLEa,  of  Kentueky,  rose,  he  said  with 

feelings  which  he  could  not  express,  and  vrilk  a 

mdancholy  very  s^dom.  ezperieneed  fey  fain,  to 


Digni2 


^yCoOi-^IC 


1569 


HISTORY  OF  OONGRBSS. 


1670 


Death  of  David.  Wailitr. 


H.  c 


annouDce  to  the  House  the  diitre«^iag  intelligeiKe 
of  the  death  of  one  of  its  body  i  my  friend  and 
eoLIeague  Major  David  WalkeHj  with  Chriattan 
fbriitude,  about  eight  o'clock  this  mornio^,  es- 
chaogsd,  uid  Mr.  <^,a  world  of  care8,of  to^Kud 
diffieulliea,  for,  I  hope,  a  mansion  of  bliss. 

I  oSer^  Baid  Mr.  Q.,  for  cansideratitm,  rewlutioDs 
CQmpof IiDg  with  tfae  wisb  uf  th^  deceased.  While 
lirin^,  ray  coUeafUe,  bjr  proiessMn  and  practice 
in  private  and  pu^ic  life,  was  a  plaia  unaffected 
man.  He,  from  education,  had  an  abhonence  of 
pomp  and  parade.  Ue  desired  that  tbe  body  tJiBt 
was  clad  with  mourning  should  weep  with  meolvl 
dislrees.  He  had  seen  mimerous  caxriages,  filled 
with  persons  attepding  fonnals,  at  this  and  Other 
places,  moving  wiihsmemnity.ta  ibe burial  ground, 
and  returnii^  fiTMn  it  with  no  evidences  of  sorrow. 
And  to  prevent  a  similar  apHttade,  connected- with 
his  leinains,  did  he  make  the  request  contained  ax 
ibereGolutioua  I  now  oSer.  The  Represantaiires 
ffom  Kentucky,  the  relatives  of  the  deceased,  and 
also  those  gentlemen  who  lived  with  him,  and 
whose  kindneas  was  generously  afforded  him  in 
his  sickness,  have  beea  consulted  with  regard  (o 
the  propriety  of  the  course  which  is  now  raoposed, 
and  have  approved  it.  Iwisb  that  this  body  will 
conuder  the  departure  tcota  the- usual  course  of 
proceeding  on  former  occasions  of  ibis  kind,  as 
arisiog  front  none  oiber'tban  the  purest  motires — 
the  moei  sincere  respect  lo  jmr  cculeague — and  in 
this  Moose  a  desire  to  carry  into  ^Lecution  the 
dying  wish  of  onq  of  its  body.  I  hope  that  I  shall 
have  the  kind  indulgence  of  my  brother  inenibera, 
in  Mttnitting  the  repeated  wishes  of  my  colleague 
to  be  carried  iaco  effect,  confom^bly  to  the  spirit 
of  the  resolutions  now  proposed. 

Mr.  O.  then  submitted  the  following  resolutions : 

BMoived,  amawimpatljf.  That  ■  eamaltUa  be  lAp- 

poin^d  to  tsfce  onjer  for  ■uperiatoadiDB  ths  foDeral  at 

bavid  Walkeiideceaseil,  lata  ■  ReprasmUlive/iva  thi 

SUte  ef  Kealucky. 

Rfobud,  That  the  said  David  WaLket  hiving  com- 
municate J  to  lbs  SpeeJiar  of  this  House,  and  the  bun. 
orable  James  Bsrboor,  of  the  Senate,  shortly  beFore  his 
deaUl,  hw  wish  thnt  he  might  be  buried  without  pomp 
or  panil*,  ttteiidcil  by  s  fen  ontv  of  bis  friends,  in 
compliance  wilt  hii  wiib.  this  House  will,  on  tbta 
occssion,  not  conibTm  to  the'  practice  wbieh  ha*  here- 
tofore prevaited,  af  adjoaniing,  to  attend  the  funelal  of 
a  decasud  metober. 

Raototd,  further.  That,  in  confbnnit*  nith  th* 
■piiit  of  the  same  wish  of  the  decesaed,  the  memben 
of  thi*  HoQie  will  depart  [rom  the  niafe  oF  wsarint 
crape  for  one  manib,  with  the  eicaption  of  those  who 
nay  voluntarily  ebouse  to  eonform  to  ssid  usage- 
Mr.  Randolph  said  it  was  from  a  verydiffe 
sentiment  indeed  than  that  of  disrespect  to  their 
departed  brother  who  had  gone  to  his  account, 
that  he  rose  to  aay  any  thin^  on  this  melancholy 
occasion-  There  is  no  man  m  this  bodv,  said  Mr. 
il.jin  whose  eyes,  at  this  time — mayi,  it  be  so  at  all 
times  I — the  wretched  strife  and  contention  of  i 
bitinn  appears  so  contempiibte,  or  at  least  more 
lovr  and  contemptible,  than  in  the  eyes  of  him 
-wbio  now  addre^es  you.  Sir,  I  cannot  consent 
to  continue  that  strife  umler  ezistiiw  ciroum' 
ata«oe<  i  I  will,  as  ftr  aa  in  me  Qes,  conform  W  the 
16th  Cor.  1st  Sxsv.— 50 


letter  and  tlie  spirit  of  the  request  of  the  A 
But,  wbile  1  c<H)form  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of 
that  request — and,  sir,  it  is  such  an  one  as  I  should 
wish  made  in  my  own  behalf,  under  similar  cir- 
cumstances — I  cannot  consent  lo  protract  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  most  agitating  and  invidious  ques- 
tion which  was  ever  presented  to  the  Congress  of 
tha  United  States  i»nce  the  institution  of  this 
GovKnment  1  do  not  mean  to  cavil  about  the 
point  that  a  moticm  not  to  adjiAirn  is  never  in 
order,  although  a  motion  to  adjourn  is  always  in 
order — far  be  such  a  spirit  from  nte  at  all  timee, 
hut  more  especially  at  the  present  time.  But,  said 
Mr.  R.,  I  wtsh  to  adhere  to  precedents  set  in  good 
tintes,  OB  such  mournful  occasions,  in  this  Hoose. 
And,  if  precedents  are  raluaUe  on  any  occasion, 
they  are  to  be  adhered  to  in  those  decorous  and 
solemn  riOes  which  all  pec^e,  even  the  most  sar- 
age,  pay  to  the  last  sad  relies  of  departed  hu- 
manity, and  in  which  the  infringement  of  eEl«1>- 
lished  custom  strikes  as  a  jarring  discord  upon 
the  heart.  The  first  death  which  took  place  of  ■ 
member  tA  this  House-^-«nd  I  ought  well  to  re- 
memb«  it — for  it  was  of  one  of  my  nearest  rele- 
tives,  the  only  near  one  left«n  the  maternal  side — 
it  took  place  in  New  York,  in  the  month  of  June, 
1790,  Vbeo  Congress  sat  in  Ihat^iif — the  Hqum 
resolved  that  the  delegation  of  Virginia  then  pre- 
sent (consbting,  when  full,  of  only  ten  members) 
should  be  a  comnaittee  to  see  performed  the  last 
sad  offices  for  the  deceased.  The  next  day  they 
"resolved,  uiuuumoully,  tfaal  the  members  of  thia 
House,  from  a  sincere  desire  of  lowing  ereir 
mark  of  respect  due  to  the  memory  of  TheodOTick 
Bland,  deceased,  late  a  member  thereof,  will  go  in 
moorning  for  htm  one  month,  by  the  usual  tuodfl 
of  wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm."  As  the  mem- 
ber in  question  was,  if  not  in  affiuent,  yet  ia  inde- 
pendent oiretuiiBtBnces,  it  was  orderedthat  a  sum 
equal  to  h  is,  trs veiling  expenses^  bad  he  lived  to 
retuin  to  Virginia,  shoidd  be  allowed  for  the  ex- 
pense of  removing  him  to  his  last  sad  home  in  this 
world.  I  me«n,  sir,  the  travelling  allowaace  vnk 
viewed  as  a.  fund  to  which  the  deceased  member's 
executors  might  be  entitled,  and  therefere  applica- 
ble, uuder  tJOie  direction  of  his  eeUeagues,  to  the 
rites  of  sepulture.  His  executors  mignl,  if  they 
ideated,  have  removed  the  body  to  the  family 
burial  ground.  The  fnnent  was  neither  pompoui 
nor  expensive ;  it  was,  what  it  ought  to  have  bera, 
decent  Christian  burial-  Other  cases  had  occur- 
tin  Mr.  R-  continued,  which  he  remembered,  in 
Philadelphia;  two  particularly,  of  members  from 
Nortb  Carolina.  On  those  occasions,  a  particular 
friend  of  his,  who  has  been  a  ntember  of  Congiw 
flora  the  time  of  the  adoptioh  of  the  Constitution 
by  North  Carolina,  -was  appointed  on  the  eom^ 
mittee  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  in- 
terment, in  the  case  of  Mr.  Burgess,  of  Edenton, 
he  bdieved,  and  in  that  of  Mr.  Bryan,  of  New 
bem,  he  was  sure,  in  conjunction  with  a  colleague 
of  his  (Mr.  Thomas  Blount,)  smce  also  gone 
where  all  flesh  must  go.  On  that  occasion  this 
rule  was  also  observed.  During  tbe  first  session 
of  Congress  k«^  (the  last  «f  M^r.  Adams's  ad- 
nuaUtration,)  this  Uooae  lost  one  of  its  most 
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valuable  merabers,  in  the  person  of  a  geatlemao 
from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Jones.)  .  in  ihis  case  the  role 
was  Etili  adfaeral  to.  But,  at  a  succeeding  3e>- 
■ion,  the  first  under  the  new  ad  mi  a  is  tta  lion,  and 
the  only  bad  example  set  at  the  time — Mr.  R.  re- 
gretted  it  the  more,  as  he  felt  he  ftill  share  of  all 
responsibilil)'  incurred  at  that  time — on  the  death 
of  the  delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Mississippi, 
(Mr.  Hunter)  the  rule  was  departed  from;  then, 
lor  the  fimt  time,  was  the  practice  adopted  of  pro- 
Tiding  a  funeraj,  at  the  pOblic  expense,  be  that 
expense  what  it  might ;  and  tbat  rule,  under  which 
posa  abuses  hare  Deen  practised,  has  cotiEiooed 
trer  since  to  be  oteerred,  or  rather  to  be  abnsed; 
and  ilus  without  any  change  in  the  accustomed 
form  of  attending  Ihe  funeral  tai  wearing  crape 
for  a  month.  Why  not,  then,  in  this  case,  said 
Mr>  R.,  comply  with  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the 
request  of  the  deceased,  without  departing  from 
the  establisbad  form,  and  yet  ^et  back,  if  I  mar  sb 
express  myself,  to  first  principlea,  on  this  meun- 


with  ont  siogle  excepti 

ton?  None;  none,  sir.  If  anv  man's  remains 
might  claim  a  funeral  at  Che  public  expense,  surely 
it  is  those  of  him  whose  death  bathed  &  nation  in 
tears.  Next  to  that  man,  or  as  near  as  any,  in  the 
cause  of  the  ReTotutioo.  stood  George  Clinton. 
But  a  funeral  at  the  public  expense  ought  to  be 
considered  as  the  highest  public  honor  which  the 
nation  could  bestow.  Ought  it,  then,  to  be  con- 
sidered a  matter  of  course,  that,  whenever  a  mem- 
ber of  either  House  of  Congress,  or  a  Territorial 
Delegate,  or  a  Vice  President,  or  even  a  President 
of  the  United  States    shall  leave  this  bustling, 

a  world,  we  shall  follow  him  (perhaps  nothing 
)  to  Ihe  gnre,  and  the  sumptuous  funeral  be 
defrayed  at  the  public  charge?  It  Was  not  the 
money  price  of  which  he  spoke.  Recollect  the 
ease  of  the  late  William  Pitt.  What  was  the 
distinction  taken  on  that  occasion?  And  by 
whom  was  a  public  fnoeral  of  that  great  states- 
man, who  for  more  than  twenty  years  had  filled 
the  first  place  in  the  eyes  of  Europe,  opposed? 
By  a  man  whom  I  may  call,  and  wilT  call,  ultimas 
Anglorum — by  William  Windham;  by  the'  fa- 
vorite disciple  of  Edmund  Burke,  the  fourth  but 
not  the  least  scar  in  the  great  constellation  of  Eng- 
lish statesmen  that  is  set  for  ever.  It  was  this — 
he  would  pay  the  debts  of  this  eminent  man;  bis 
great  and  disinterested  public  services  deserved  it 
at  the  hands  of  the  nation;  but  he  would  give.no 
unsuccessful  statesman,  and  such  he  coDsidered 
Mi.  Pitt  to  have  been,  a  funeral  at  the  public  ex- 
pense. Mr.  R.  hoped  the  House  wonld,  io  the 
present  case,  go  on  in  the  usual  course;  and  that, 
while  it  complied  with  the  established  form,  it 
would  at  the  same  time  comply  in  such  a  tnasner 
.  as  to  fulfil  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  request  of 
the  deceased. 

The  Speaker  rose  and  observed  that,  as  be  was 
referred  to  in  the  resolutions,  he  would  ask  leave 
of  the  House  to  state  what  had  passed  between  the 
deceased  and  himself  on  the  subject.  The  Speaker 


had  taken  place  between  himself  and  the  deceased, 
which  corroborated  and  supported  the  statement 
contained  in  the  resolution. 

A  few  remarks  were  subjoined  by  Mr.  Ci^aie 
and  Mr.  Culpgper,  in  approbation  of  Ae  wishes 
of  the  deceased,  when  the  question  was  taken  on 
each  Tesolution  Eeparately,  (a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion having  been  required  by  Mr,  Walker,  of 
North  Carolina,)  and  they  were  severally  agreed 
to,  nem.  eiM. 

A  comiuittee  was  appointed  accordingly,  con- 
sisting of  the  entire  ddegation  from  Kentucky, 
with  the  exe^iou  of  Mr.  Clay,  (8peakerJ  aud 
with  the  adaition  of  Messrs.  Barbodr,'  Shaw, 

TATLORjUnd  CfTBHBRT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rarcolpb,  the  Houw  agreed 
that  when  it  adjourned,  it  would  adjourn  to  twdve 
o'clock  to-morrow. 

Mr.  R.  then  moved  an  adjoummmt,  but  the 
motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

THB  MI8S0UBI  BILL. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  adtfaorize  the  people  of 
the  Missouri  Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and 
State  fpremment,  and  for  Ihe  admission  of  such 
Slate  mio  the  Union,  upon  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  States,  was  read  the  third  time,  aitd 
the  question  stated.  Shall  the  bill  pats?" 

Mr.  Randolph  rose,  and  spoke  more  than  ihree 
hours  against  the  passage  of  the  bill,  on  Ihe  ground 
af  Ihe  unconstitutional  and  unjust  restriction  which 
it  imposed  on  the  peo^^e  of  MisBourl,  as  a  condi- 
tion of  their  admission  into  the  Union,  Ac.  When 
Mr.  R.  had  concluded, 

Mr.  Holmes  called  for  the  previous  question. 

The  call  being  sustained  bv  the  House,  the  pre- 
vious question  was  accordingly  slated,  "  Shall  the 
main  question  be  now  put?"  which  being  agreed 
to,  the  question  was  taken  on  passing  the  Dill,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative— yeas  91,  nays  tS,  as 

fsAi— -Menr*.  AditDs,  AllVn  of  Neir  York,  Baker, 
Bstcman,  Bsecber,  Baden,  Bru*h,  BuffDm,  Campbell, 
Case,  Cli^lt,  Clark,  Cook,  CrafU,  Cuafaoian,  Dar- 
lington, Qennisan,  Denitt  DickinaoD,  Dome,  EJdy, 
Gilwarda  of  Connectieul,  Edwards  of  PennsjWania, 
F«y,  fotger.  Ford,  Fomal,  Fuller,  Grou  of  New 
York,  tiioa  of  Pennsjtvania,  Onjon,  Hacklcy,  Hall 
of  New  York,  Hsiard,  Hemphiil,  HcDdtielu,  HeT< 
Tick,  Hibibman,  Heiater,  Hill,  Hoatetter;  Kendall, 
Kinaey,  Kinalev,  Lsihrop,  Lincota,  Linn,  LjmsD,  Ma- 
cliy,  Marchand,  Meeeh,  R.  Moor^  B.  Moore,  Monell, 
Morton,  Moteley,  Murray,  Nelaon  of  Manachaaetts, 
Parker  Of  MaiaacbtiactU,  Patleraon,  Phelpa.  PhiUoD, 
Pitcher,  Plumcr,  Rich,  Richaida,  Richmond,  Rogers, 
Rois,  Ruaa,  Sampion,  Sergeant,  Silsliee,  Sloan,  Smith 
of  N.  Jentj,  Sonlhard,  Steven*,  atreel,  Strong  of  Vt., 
Strong  at  New  York,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tomimaon,  Tump- 
kina,  Tracy,  Upham,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wen- 
dover,  l^hiiman  and  Wood. 

Naxs — Muara.  Alexander,  Allen  of  Tenneeaee,  An- 
deraoD,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Bald- 
win, Barbour,  Bayly,  Bloomfield,  Brevard,  Brown, 
fifjBD,  Burton,  Burwoll,  Bntler  of  LooiaiaBa,  Cannon, 
Cobb,  Crowall,  Catbrelh^Culpaper,  Cnthbert,  David- 
son, Earle,  Edwardi  of  North  Carolina,  Etvin,  Fishar, 
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Floyd,  Toot,  Fulleitoa,  Ginialt,  Hill  of  North  Giro- 
liiw,  Hardin,  Holmes,  Hooka,  Johnioti,  Joan  of  Vir- 

{'ttiit,  Jone*  of  Tennenee,'  Kent,  Litlls,  Lowndo, 
IcCdj,  McCrenrj,  McLana  of  DeJanaro,  McLian  of 
KoDlnckj,  Maaon.  Mcigi,  Metetr,  Matcatf,  Neale,  Nd- 
•on  of  VirginiB,  Newton,  Oraratreet,  Parker  of  Virgi- 
•ria,  Pinckney,  Pioilall,  (JQirJea,  Randotph,  Kinkin, 
Reed,  Rhra,  Ringgold,  RoberUOD,  SetUo,  Sbaw,  Sim- 
kin>,  Slocumb,  Smith  of  Maryland,  B.  Smith  of  Vir- 
ginia, A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  Nottb  Carolina, 
Blom,  Strolher,  Sirearingen, Terrell, Trimble,  Tucker 
ef  Virginia,  Tncker  ofSonth  Carolina,  Tyler,  Walker 
of  North  Carolina,  Warfleld,  WiUialni  of  Virginia, 
and  WilMajni  ctf  N«rtb  Carolina. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Seoate 
r.  ^^^  jj^g  House  adjourned. 


Much  2. 

Jameb  Wooewoh  B«.TEe  appeared;  produced  hi« 
credentiab,  %as  qualified,  and  took  bis  seat  as  the 
Delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Arkansas. 

Mr.  Seiiobant  presented  a  memorial  aod  petitiop 
of  William  Barard,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  mer- 
chant, Id  behalf  of  himself  and  other?,  hoJders  of 
property  m  the  three  per  cent,  slocks  of  the  Unit«l 
Stales,  reptesratitig  thu  the  proceeds  of  the  sale 
of  the  public  lands  in>the  Western  territory  were, 
by  the  act  of  the  4lh  of  August,  1790,  pledsed,  in 
the  most  formal  and  solemn  mauDer.  tdwards  smk- 
ing  or  discharging  the  said  stocks;  that  the  holders 
ofthe  said  stocks^since  its  first  creation,  have  done 
"o  other  act  tending  to  show  that  they  had  given 


applied  to  extinguish  their  stocks;  on  the  contrary, 
they  have  retained  their  full  faith  aud  reliance  on 
the  promises  of  the  GoVernment,  and  still  retain 
it ;  they,  therefore,  pray  that  Congress  will  take 
their  case  into  consideration,  and  make  such  pro- 
vision  as  justice  may  require- — Referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  BuTLBB,  of  Louisiana,  presented  lundty  re- 
■otutioos  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Lonisiana,  remonstratiDg  against  any  change  in 
the  system  heretofore,  and  now,  existing  for  the 
dispmal  of  tike  lands  of  the  United  S  lates ;  which 
resoiutioiu  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  PiHcK5Br,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  subject,  reported  a  bill,  to  restore  to  all  the 
States  which  have,  in  cessions,  omitted  to  retain 
the  same,  the  jurisdiction  of  the  territory  ceded  to 
the  United  Slates  for  forts,  arsenals,  dock-yards, 
and  barracks,  ao  far  as  respects  the  execution  of 
their  State  laws,  for  the  prevention  ai)d  ptmish- 
ment  of  crimes,  and  recovery  of  debts ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  conunitted  to  a  Cotumittee  of  the 
Whole  on  Monday  next. 

The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill  to  authorize  the  Presidentof  the  United 
Slates  to  appomt  a  receiver  of  the  puUic  moneys, 
and  raster  of  the  land  office,  for  the  district  ot 
Laurence  county,  in  the  Arkansas  Territory;  and 
the  bill  being  amended,  was  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed, and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 


On  mption  of  Mr.  Rhea,  the  Commiltee  on 
Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims  were  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reviving,  and 
continuing  in  force,  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  forpersolis  disabled  by  known  wounds  re- 
ceived during  the  Revolutionary  war,''  passed 
April  10th,  1S06;  which  act  was  afterwards  re- 
vived, and  continued  in  force  for  the  term  of  six 
yms,  by  an  act  of  the  25th  of  April,  1812,  as  in 
said  act  declared,  and  is  since  expired. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  four  tnousand  copies  of 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  upon 
the  suhjecl  of  the  currency  of  the  country,  were 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  llie  use  of  the  members 
of  th^  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Batehah,  the  Cotninittee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  requiring,  by  law,  the  marshals  of 
the  several  districts  in  seUing  real  estate  by  virtue 
of  execution,  to  hold  such  sate  in  the  city  or  connty 
in  which  su<^  real  estate  shall  be  situate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BALnwiH,  the  Secretary  of 
the  freasury  was  required  to  communicate  to  diia 
House  the  state  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
on  the  first  days  of  March,  June,  and  Deetmber 
last. 

'  On  motion  of  Mr.  Hooxa,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  providing, 


a  of  the  trade 
[titled  "An  act 


direct  tax  and  internal  duties  in  the  sixth  coHoo- 
tion  district  ofNorth  Carolina,  and  that  they  have 
leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise;  aud  Messrs. 
Hooks,  Slocumb,  and  Settle,  were  appointed 
the  said  committee. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  to 
witr 

1.  An  act  for  the  belter  regulat 
with  the  Indian  tribes ; 

3.  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act, 
tegulating  the  Post  Office  Establiabmeat ;" 

3.  An  act  for  the  ;«lief  of  Robert  Purdy; 

4.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Bartholomew  Duveige ; 

5.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Labedoyere  de  Ker- 
meon;  and, 

6.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  McNeil ;  were 
severally  read  the  first  and  second  time^  and  refer- 
red; the  first  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Afiiurs. 
the  second  to  the  Commiltee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Hoads,  and  the  third,  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth, 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

A  tSessa^  was  received  from  the  Pbebident 
OF  THE  Uhited  States,  whith  was  read,  and  is 
as  follows,  viz: 
Tothtltinuei^Repramtalivaoftke  Vnittd  Staia  .- 

Id  coBi[dianoa  with  areeolutwa  of  the  Hoiue  of  R^ 
rMenlativM  of  the  4th  of  Pebraarj  last,  requcitiag  to 
be  informed  what  progreaa  haa  beeu  made  in  iiuvey- 
ing  certain  parti  of  tba  coast  of  North  Carolina,  and 
in  aacertaining  the  lalitode  and  longitude  of  the  ex- 
treme pointa  of  Gape  Hktterai,  Cape  Lookool,  and 
Cape  Fear,  according  to  ■  reeolation  of  the  19th  of 
JaDDAiy,  1819,  I  have  lo  sUte,  that  it  ii  intended  to 
carry  tba  reeolation  ofthe  19th  of  March  into  efieil  in 
the  preaent  year.  The  co-operation  of  the  board  of 
angineera  with  naval  commiawoiMn  beiag  neceiaaiy 
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in  exwntuig  that  ilntj,  and  tha  board  haiiof  beea  ea- 
|lfBd  iMt  7>tr  IB  aarTcjifig  tha  eaatern  coaat  of  dot 
Union,  it  would  haio  inlerr«rcd  with  pioioua  anailKa- 
umdU,  and  been  atUndod  with  ioeicaMd  eipaiue,^d 
tlMj  withdrawn  fion  ic  Tha  boaid  will,  hawflvecba 
amplojed  during  tha  (nnent  SummaT  in  tha  n^nlai 
•xeculioD  of  it*  duti»  in  the  inrTaji  of  tha  coait  ai 
Horlh  Caralin^  nban  iiitiructioDi  will  be  gioea  it  to 
tSbid  tha  DecM4ai7  aid  lo  carry  the  reaolutioD  of  the 
19lh  of  hauan  of  the  laat  jeal  into  eflect 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Maici  I,  1830. 

The  Mid  Message  wat  laid  on  the  Iabl& 

Mr,  Stbotsbb  made  an  unsuccessful  motion  lo 
take  up  the  joint  resolutian  now  lying  on  the  tt- 
lll&  to  autliorize  the  publication  of  the  seci«l  jonr- 
nu  of  the  old  Congress. 

The  House  nezt  wral  into  a  Comouttee  of  the 
Whde  (Mr.  SToasa  in  ihe  chair)  on  (he  bills  for 
cstaUishinc  United  States  courts  in  Maine  and 
Alaboma.  The  Conmittee  got  through  the  d»- 
ttils  of  the  first  bill,  and  made  some  progms  in 
the  second,  when  tae  Committee  rose,  reported 
prwress,  and  olMuned  leave  to  mi  again. 

A  meaaige  itwa  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  the  bill  from  this 
House,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  people  of 
the  Territory  of  Missouri  to  Ibrm  a  coustituiion 
and  State  goTemmenl,  and  for  the  admission  of 
such  fState  into  the  Union,  on  an  equal  looting 
vith  the  original  States,"  with  amendiaeBts ;  they 
hare  also  passed  a  bill,  antitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Frederick  Goetz  and  Carl  W.  Weslphal, 
and  of  the  heirs  of  Abraham  Neppes,  deceaMd,-'' 
in  which  amendments  and  bill  tney  ask  the  con- 
conmce  of  this  House. 

APPROPRIATION  BILLS. 

Mr.  Bmitr,  of  Maryland,  moved  that  tlieHotue 
should,  b/  general  consent,  agree  now  to  takenp 
font  of  Its  order)  ihe  Nary  appropriaticHi  bill. 
This  motion  was  lost 

Mr.  S.  moved  to  postpone  Uie  wecediag  orders 
of  the  da^,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  said 
bill.  This  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  Houm 
thea  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  appropriation  bills. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  rose  to  object  to  this  mode  of 
getting  at  the  consideration  of  importaol  bills,  out 
of  their  lura — of  being,  taken  by  surprise — and  to 
regret  the  change  in  the  rules  which  permitted,  by 
any  motion,  the  taking  up  of  bills,  except  on  the 
day  set  for  them.  Money  bills,  of  all  others,  ought 
not  to  be  taken  up  without  due  notice ;  which  was 
proper,  to  enable  members  to  come  prepared  for 
their  investigation.  He  would  aot  allow  any  mo- 
ney bill  to  pass  without  strict  examination.  He 
would  take  the  xpsiAiait  of  no  man,  in  passing  be- 
tween the  people  and  appropriations  even  for  the 
Navy,  which  had  fought  itself  into  favor.  He, 
therefore,  moved  that  the  Committee  now  rise. 

Mr.  Suira  replied,  that  he  had  three  days  ago, 
in  his  place,  given  notice  to  the  House  tnat  De 
should,  aa  soon  as  the  discussion  of  the  Missouri 
bill  had  been  brou^hl  to  a  close,  more  to  take 
1^  ttie  apprtqoiation  bills.    He  had  moved  now 


to  take  them  up,  because  the  public  service  was 
Eufiering  for  the  want  of  appropriations.  He 
stated  further^  that,  though  it  bad  never  been'the 
usage  before,  it  had  alwajs  been  his  practice^ince 
he  had  been  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  to  ^ve  notice  when  he  should  call  up 
appropriation  bJls. 

Mr.  Clay  (Speaker)  explained  the  reasons  for 
the  change  in  the  vactice  of  the  House,  by  which 
the  orders  were  called  regularly,  as  they  followed 
on  the  docket  of  the  House.  He  then  expressed 
his  hope  that  the  Committee  would  jise ;  toe  Mis- 
souri bill,  in  fact,  was  not  yet  disposed  of,  and  ob- 
til  it  was,  hs,  for  one,  was  unwilling  to  co  into 
any  other  important  busines!.  The  bius  be&re  the 
Committee  were  those,  on  which  the  great  ques- 
tion was  to  be  decided,  of  how  the  deficit  in  the 
Treasury,  whether  by  taxes,  loans,  or  otherwise, 
was  to  be  supplied.  The  House  was  not  now  in& 
moral  conditioQ  for  the  consideration  ofsHchfines- 
tioQs.  He  not  only  wished  the  HisMBrl  bill  to  be 
first  finally  diiqMwed  of,  but  really  he  wanted  a 
day's  rest  for  the  body  as  Well  as  the  Bind,  after 
the  settlement  of  this  agitating  and  laborious  sub- 
ject, He  hoped,  therefore,  the  Committee  would 
rise,  with  an  understanding  that  it  wonid  take  up 
the  appropriation  billn  on  Monday. 

Mr.  Smith  said  it  would  be  very  unwise  in  him 
to  press  the  consideration  of  these  bills,  contrary 
to  the  wishes  of  the  Committee ;  and  he  therefore 
acquiesced  in  the  motion  for  the  (Committee  lo 
rise.  Mr.  S.  took  this  occasion  to  say,  that  he 
hoped  he  was  not  considered  under  any  necessity, 
from  the  citiiation  which  he  occupied,  of  defend- 
ing any  measure  or  any  appropriation.  He  con- 
sidered hinuelf  here  a  member  of  the  House,  and 
would  freely  exercise  his  opinion  on  all  subjecis 
whatever. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  obtained  leave 
■to  sit  again. 

THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 

Tfaemessaffereceived  from  the  Steoale  announced 
that  they  had  passed  the  Minouri  bill,  with  an 
amendment ;  which  amendment  was,  in  sabMance, 
lo  strike  out  the  slavery  restrictioti,  and  in*nt,  in 
lieu  thereof,  the  clause  (Mr.  TsoUAe's  aiM  Mr. 
Storbb'b  original  proposition)  to  exclode  slaTery 
from  all  the  territory  of  the  United  States  west  of 
the  Mississippi,  north  of  36°  30'  north  latitude,  ex- 
cept within  tne  proposed  Stale  of  Missouri. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Holmes,  this  message  was 
laid. on  the  table  long  enough  to  give  him  an  op~ 
portunity  to  make  a  report  from  the  committee  of 
conference;  which  report  is  as  follows: 

Mr.  HoLMi),  from  tha  managers  sppointad  on  the 
part  af  this  Hoaw,  to  atftnd  a  conference  with  tha 
manager*  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  upon 
the  subject- matter  of  the  diasgreaing  vole*  of  the  two 
HouMa  on  Ihe  ■mendtnenta  proposed  by  iIm  Senate  to 
the  trill  of  this  Honaa,  entitled  "An  act  pToviding  for 
the  admiaaion  o{  the  State  of  Maine  Into  the  Union," 
made  the  follawing  report  i 

1.  That  thay  racommend  to  the  Beaote  to  recede 
from  Ihair  amandiBanla  u>  the  said  bill. 

8.  That  thej  rscemmeBd  to  the  two  Hoooes  to  agree 
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lo  rtrike  not  thi  Ibgrlh  MctioD  of  the  bill  fl«iii  tbe 
BoDwofB'praMDtstiTw,  now  pending  in  thi  &«iut«, 
•Dtjiled  "An  acl  to  aathoriie  ttx  peopU  of  lliisouri 
lo  form  ■  comtitution  toi  Btate  gavemment,  ■nd  f6r 
the  adDiiwion  vf  luch  State  into  the  Union  on  in  eqaal 
fboUng  with  ibe  original  Statea,"  tho  folloHiog  pio- 
Tiia,  in  the  fol  I  owing- words ;  "And  ahall  onlain  anil 
•■tabliih  that  there  ihall  be  neither  (larecy  nor  invot- 
tiDtaij  aerritade,  otfafrwiie  than  in  the  puniihmentof 
erimea,  wheraof  Ibe  party  iball  hsfe  been  3n\j  eon- 
*ictail;  Pranded,  anoayi.  That  any  penon  escap- 
ing into  the  tame,  bam  whom  tabor  or  eerrice  ia  law- 
A1II7  cltimod  hi  any  ather  State,  amh  rugitin  nay  be 
lawfttlly  meUimed,  uid  oftnnjad  to  the  peraan  alaiai- 
ing  hia  ar  har  labor  ecaarrice,  ■■  ajcreaaid :  Pnmded, 
mtvtrlhtlat.  That  tha  aaid  proriuon  ihall  aol  be  c«n- 
Btmed  lo  aJtMT  the  condilian  or  ciril  right*  of  an  j  pei^ 
BOD  BOW  held  to  ■errice  01  labor  ■■  the  aaid  Territorj." 


^.t.n^  Atidheitfiaihtrertiuted,  Tbit,  in  alldiat 
tertAory  ceded  by  F^nee  to  tho  United  Btalea,  under 
tha  nana  vt  '•  LoniaiaDa,"  which  lie*  north  of  thirty- 
Hx  defteea  and  Ibiil}  ntautca  north  lalitnda,  not 
incladed  wilhin  Iha  limili  of  the  State  couteujjated 
Itj  thia  aot,  ilarery  an'i]  Invohmlaiy  aerritade,  odier- 
i  criaMa  whereof  the 


■By  peraon  eaoaping  into  the  aanie,  from  whom  labM' 
•r  aerTica  i*  Jawfull^  claimed  in  any  atber 'State  or 
Teiriloiy  of  the  Unit«d  Stain,  aoch  fngjtiva  may  be 
lawfuity  reclaimed,  and  coniayed  lo  tha  peraon  oUim- 
ing  hb  or  her  Isboi  01  aerrice,  ai  aforcaaid. 

The  KDort  wu  nsd,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  (he 
table. 

Mr.  BBBOHBa  then  moTed  to  print  the  rqntL 

TUs  motion  ma  t^tpoaed  by  Aii.  Lowudm,  on 
the  gtouiul  that  it  would  implr  a  determination 
m  the  Hooae  to  delap  a  deolaion  of  the  miliiect  to- 
d«r,  which  be  had  hoped  the  Hoasa  ww  foUy 
Mpaiedror. 

Some  coDTeraMion  putcd  on  this  motion  be- 
tween Hr.  Tatloh  and  Mr.  LownoM,  00  the  pr&- 
\nt%f  of  proewdiag  lo  act  in  thia  Houbb,  m  the 
i«QDaiHieiidati(«of  theeommiitce,  before  tne  Ben- 
«l«  had  given  the  pledge  required  of  them  of  firat 
adopting  the  r^ort  by  reeeduog  from  the  aaea^ 
menla  to  the  Hnkie  oill,  in  which  Mr.  Tatlor 
oppoeed  ntoh  proceeding,  and  Mr.  LowNDse  was 
in  £iTw  <Mr  it ;  iBumneh  ai  it  wonU  be  wrong  to 
put  in  jeopardy  a  aatiefiMtory  setdement  of  this 
quettioB, froK  en  adberenefttoa  meiemintof  eti- 

rtce  and  order ;  that  the  House  coiud  not  fear, 
t  the  Senate  woidd  adopt  the  recoramemlaiion 
to  recede  from  their  amendmenla,  aa  the  eommlt- 
lec  of  eonfetenee  wae  ananitaoiis  in  thew  lepMl, 
with  the  exe«f>tica  of  one  member  ftooa  ihb  Hobm, 
(Mr.  Tavlob,)  and  became  us  farther,  as  the  "- 


aition  of  the  Soaate  to  a^mtt  Maine  could 
doubted,  the;  wonld  hare  no  molire  to  adhere 
to  their  amendments  if  this  House  should  adopt 


the  reptwt,  Ac. 

A  long  debate  lodi  phrae  on  the  ^ne^ioB  of  print' 
>r  rather  on  the  qnertion  wbetfaer  this  House 
the  second  and  third  p 
e  of  conforenee,  bdbn 


lillity 


had  acted  on  the  fiisL  Those  against  actit^  im- 
mediatdy,  and  in  favor  of  the  printing,  were 
Messrs.  Tailob,  Livebhore^  and  Whitman  ;  and 
those  who  opposed  the  printing,  vers  Messn. 
LowHDEB,  HoLHBB,  KiHSBY,  Stohbs,  Rahuolph, 
Bbowh,  Stbothbr,  CAMPBaLL,  and  Farkek  of 
Viwinia. 

The  debate  had  continued  about  three  bouiv, 
when  Mr.  Bbeobeb  withdrew  his  motion. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  c<nsideration  of 
the  amendmenls  of  the  Senate  to  the  Missouri  biU. 
~  The  question  was  divided  so  as  fint  to  be  taken 
on  striking  oul  the  reelrietion. 

Mr.  L  own  DBS -spoke  briefly  in  suj^rt  of  the 
conmtomise  reeomnended  by  the  eommillee  of 
conKrence,  and  ur^ed  with  great  earnestaess  the 
deciswn  which  wonld  restore  tran- 
quillity to  the  country — which  was  demanded  by 
coBsiderstion  of  discretion,  of  moderation,  of 
n,  and  of  rirtue. 

H0LMB8  foUowed  in  a  short  speech,  nearly 
to  the  same  ^ect 

Mr.  Adahb,  of  Massachusetts,  spoke  at  some 
length  in  faror  of  the  restriction,  and  against  a 

Mr.  Kiit«BY,  of  New  Jersey  spoke  as  follows: 
Mr.  Speaker,  a  period  has  now  arriTed  when  it 
becomes  necessary  to  close  this  protineted  debaie, 
and,  as  I  riiall  vole  for  the  aompromise  offered  by 
the  Senate,  it  is  proper  to  sute  my  reasons  for  so 
doing.  We  hare  arrirod  at  an  awful  period  in 
die  history  of  our  emjure,  when  it  behooves  every 
member  of  this  House  now  to  pause  and  consida: 
that  on  the  next  st»  we  take  depends  ihe  fate  of 
tubom  milUoDB.  Iiirml?belieTetbaioiilheaae»- 
tion  now  befote  us  rests  tne  highest  inteteBia  of  the 
whole  hnman  family.  Now,  sir,  is  to  be  tested, 
whether  this  grand  and  hitherto  sucocssfnl  ezpeii- 
meat  of  free  goremmeoi  is.  to  continue,  or,  after 
iDore  than  forty  yean  atjnymeni  of  (he  choicest 
bleaBJDgs  of  Heaven  unda  lis  administratien,  we 
are  lo  break  asunder  on  a  dispute  eoncerning  die 
division  of  territorr,  Qentlomen  of  the  la^ority 
bare  sealed  the  idea  of  a  disunion  with  ridteole; 
but,  tomy  mind,  it  presents  itself  in  aU  the  horrid, 
gloomy  ieatures  of  reality ;  and  when  we  unfold 
lite  volnoie  of  pest  ages,  and,  in  the  history  of 
man,  trace  the  riM  and  fall  of  frovemmeirts,  we 
find  trifles,  light  as  air  compared  to  this,  diswdv- 
ing  the  most  powerful  oonfederacies,  and  ovcr- 
tnmia^  exteiUive  empires.  If  we  inquire  what 
causes  openled  to  destroy  the  Aunihictyonic  league 
01  disaolre  the  Qennan  Confederacy,  in  almost 
every  casBj  we  find  questiona  of  territorial  jurisdic- 
tion. And  «rttat,  for  past  ages,  has  deluged  En- 
rope  in  kbodi  Disputes  coBcnning  territorial  goT- 
emmenl.  On  qutsdons  of  this  high  and  mi^Uy 
import,  it  behoovea  us  to  approach  with  the  most 
awful  ccnNdamtians.  What  at  diis  period  is  mat- 
Xec  of  eoBJeeturej  may,  in  a  short  time,  bee«ne 
real  histvy.  It  is  not  a  questitw  like  Ibat  hoeto- 
fbre,  in  which  a  diversity  of  opinion  eommingted 
in  the  same  society  where  a  division  of  sentiinea^ 
on  subjects  politicial,  spKnd  itsdf  over  the  whede 
UniiMi ;  but,  on  this  question,  the  States  are  almost 
eqvaUy  dinded.  And  what  is  the  ease  now  befix* 
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ns?  Opinion!  from  which  evervKCDtlemaD,  a  few; 
montiu  put,  woald  have  recoiled  back  with  hor- ' 
tor,  as  treason  to  ima^ne,  are  now  unheiitBiingly 
threatened;  that  which  had  no  ideal  eiisienee, 
engeaderittg  as  this  discnsaion  progresses,  assumes 
«  pOMlive  shape,  and,  mixing  with  this  unpropi- 
lious  debate,  presents  itself  in  all  the  dreadful  ap- 
peannccs  of  reality.  Majr  Qod,  in  mercy,  inspire 
lu  with  a  conciliatory  spirit,  to  disperse  its  fary 
and  dispel  it*  terrible  consequenaes. 

On  this  question,  which  (or  near  six  weeks  has 
affitated  and  conmlsed  this  House,  1  have  voted 
with  the  majority.  I  voted  the  same  at  the  last 
session.  But  J  am  convinced,  should  we  persist  to 
reject  the  olive  branch  now  tiered,  the  most  dis- 
astrous consequeacea  will  follow.  Those  convic- 
tions are  confirmed  by  that  acerbity  of  eipression 
arisins  from  the  most  irritated  feelings,  wrought 
oponby  what  our  Southern  brethren  conceive  un- 
kind, unjust,  determined  peneveranoe  of  the  ma- 
jority: and  to  those  I  now  beg  leave  to  address 
myself.  Do  oui  Southern  brethren  demand  an 
equal  division  of  this  wide-spread,  fertile  region ; 
titJB  common  property,  purchased  with  the  com- 
mon funds  of  the  nation?  No;  they  have  agreed 
to  fix  an  irrevocable  boundary,  beyond  which 
iUver)r  shall  never  para;  thereby  surrender! na  to 
the  claims  of  humanity  and  the  nou'slaveholaing 
States,  to  'the  enterprising  agriculturist  of  the 
North,  the  Middle  and  Eastern  States,  nine-IenthE 
of  the  country  in  question.  In  rejecting  so  rea- 
sonable a  proposition,  we  mu.st  have  strong  and 
powerful  reasons  to  justify  our  refusal;  ana  not- 
withstanding you  may  plead  your  conscientious 
scruples,  be  it  jremembered  you  must  shortly  ac- 
count  to  that  august  and  stem  tribunal — impartial 
history  and  the  strict  scrutiny  of  public  opinion. 
Can  ^ou  plead  conscience  in  bar  to  such  a  com- 
promised If  so,  how  reconcile  votes  you  have,  on 
similar  questions,  already  gi — '' 


intemiinable.  At  the  present  session  you  have 
confirmed  slavery  forever,  and  bv  the  constitutions 
of  Alabama  and  Mississippi,  rendered  future  Legis- 
latures incapable  of  ever  aooliihing  this  ^eatest 
of  human  curses.  (Id  those  two  votes,  I  sincerely 
thank  Qod  I  had  no  participation.)  On  those  oc- 
casions the  eloquence  of  your  orators  was  dumb. 
Where,  then,  was  this  Overflowine  of  sjnnpathetic 
philanthropy  1  Where,  then,  was  this  divine  moni- 
lorl  Was  It  asleep,  or  had  its  powers  of  reminis- 
cence failed  to  operate!  Where,  then,  were  those 
chivalric  champions  who  now  fearlessly  brave  all 
oonsequences,  after  having  in  those  two  cases 
trampled  on  the  rights  of  human  nature,  now 
boast  of  their  superior  humanity,  their  greater 
;iftf  of  civilization  and  refinement  ?  If  you  really 
ny  of  those  characters,  in  a  superior 
vEgiec,  juu  are  in  a  tenfold  ratio  more  culpaUe 
than  our  Southern  brethren.  Yon  had  no  interest 
to  lead  yoQ  aside  from  the  path  of  rectitude.  If 
now  the  pure  priilciples  of  humanity  alone  oper- 
ate on  yonr  muds,  in  the  rejecting  the  compro- 
.lAise  DOW  oflwred,  where  then  were  those  vigilant 
Mntinels,  those  guardians  o(  the  rights  of  man  t 


ii' 


The  bias  of  education  was  against  you;  public 
opinion  in  opposition ;  and  yet,  either  heedlessly  or 
willingly,  you  consented  to'  the  deed.  Yes,  you 
have  assisted  in  enchaining,  and,  in  perpetuity,  riv- 
etting  the  galling  fetters  of  slavery  on  unborn  gen- 
erations ofthac  unhappy  people.  Do  not  attempt 
to  patter,  to  shuffle  wiih  your  consciences,  in  a 
doulile  sense.  The  rejecting  this  reasonable,  this 
equitable  compromise,  will  not  cure  your  wounded 
conscience.  It  will  not  be  blotted  out ;  the  waters 
of  the  Mississippi  cannot  obliterate  the  stain. 

When  called  upon  to  assign  a  reason  for  reject- 
ing it,  can  you  pletfd  principle  in  excuse  T.^  Con- 
scientions  scruples  are  not  hounded  by  the  Mis- 
sissippi, or  limited  to  the  latitude  of  36  degrees  30 
minutes  ;  when,  agreeably  to  the  cbservatimi  C^ 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Randolpb,)  it 
would  require  a  clear  day  to  ascertain  iu  opention. 
i  much  fear,  noiwithslanding  all  your  solemn  as- 
severations, a  scrutinizing  public  will  assign  other 
views,  other  motives;  and  what  mote  probaUe 
than  that  unhallowed  one  of  political  ascendency  7 
And  it  is  (o  be  feared  tha!t  a  lurking  ambition,  the 
bane  of  all  government,  has  had  loo  great  an  in- 
fluence in  tikis  debate.  If  so,  it  is  time  now  to 
^use  before  we  pass  the  Rubicon-:  to  hesitate  be- 
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restriction  on  Missouri,  are  we  dealing  to  our  bre- 
thren of  the  South  the  same  measures  we  would 
be  willing  they  should  mete  to  us  ?  When,  with 
magnanimity  unparalleled,  they  have  conceded  to 
us  nine-tenths  of  (his  great  common  property,  can 
we  wish  to  deprive  them  of  the  remainder  7  And 
whilst  gentlemen,  on  the  part  of  the  majority,  ar- 
rogate to  themselves  a  ^eater  portion  of  moral 
refinement,  it  would  be  hichly  honorable  to  exhibit 
greater  manifestations  ofliberaiity  in  sentiment. 
We  perhaps  have  assumed  too  much  to  ourselves 
on  the  score  of  emancipation.  Has  (hat  geographi- 
cal line  which  divides  the  slave  from  the  non- 
staveholding  Stales,  originated  in  moral  or  physical 
causes,  or  in  bo^thl  If  from  moral  principles,  its 
progress  must  continue  to  keep  pace  with  the  march 
of  intellect,  information,  ana  the  divine  influence 
of  religion.  And  those  really  pious  and  zealous 
advocates  of  abolition  have  milch  to  console  and 
congratulate  themselves  with  for  their  strenuous 
and  hallowed  tabors.  When  retrospecting  but  a 
few  years,  and  slavery  spread  its  deleterious  in- 
fluence over  the  whole  of  this  Confederacy ;  when 
at  present  the  better  moiety  is  free.'  This  has  been 
eSected,  under  Providence,  by  the  mild  and  perse- 
vering influence  of  religion  and  reason,  co-opera- 
ting with  natural  and  physical  causes.  In  (hose 
States  whose  soil  and  climate  are  oaly  calculated 
for  the  cultivation  of  the  cereal  graminte,  (he  airi- 
culturist  finds  the  labors  of  the  slave  unprofitable; 
it  therefore  became  pt^itic  and  necessary  to  do 
'away  an  evil  whose  embarrassing  efiecta  must  con- 
tinually decrease,  iu  place  of  adding  to  the  re- 
sources of  a  State. 

We  here  discover  a  combination  of  natural  an4 
moral  causes  operating  (o  remove  from  our  country 
this  greatest  of  evils.  And  shall  we  hesitatingly 
doubt  that  Provideace,  having  done  so  much  in  so 
short  a  period,  will  shorten  his  porpmes  in  belialf 
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of  ttiat  unhappy  race  of  men  1  We  cannot ;  it 
wonld  be  impiety  in  (he  extreme,  educated  as  I 
have  been  in  opposition  to  slarery.  For,  "  I  would 
not  hold  a  slave  for  all  the  gold  (hat  Bine trs,  bought 
or  sold,  have  ever  earned."  And  .could  I  believe 
the  vote  1  am  now  about  to  give  would  add  one 
more  in  number  to  that  miserable  unhappy  race,  I 
would  rather  perish  than  it  should  be  uttered.  Let 
us  not  deceive  ouriielves.  I  much  doubt  whether 
justice  or  humanity  will  be  subserved  by  rejecting 
(bis  compromise.  It  has  been  contended  by  gen- 
tlemen on  this  floor  (hat  slavery,  ro  far  iroai 
strengtheoing,  has  a  tendency  to  weaken  those 
Governments  that  admit  it.  Does  our  desire  to 
circumscribe  it  wholly  within  its. present  limits 
manifest  friendly  ot  fraternal  feelings?  Has  (be 
language  used  m  this  debat«  heen  of  that  " 
ciliatory  character  that  tends  to  harmonize  . 
stiengtuen  (he  bonds  of  union  1  With  pain  1  have 
heard  language  that  harrows  np  the  feelings  of  (he 
soul ;  expressions  hostile  to  the  interest  of  a  large 
portion  of  the  members  of  this  great  community. 
From  the  North  invidioi^  comparisons  have  be^ 
drawn  between  the  Northern  and  Soulhern  sec- 
tions, in  that  ever-memorable  contest  whose  glo- 
rious results  have  bestowed  on  us  the  proud  privi- 
l^es  of  here  legislating.  Forever  perish  those 
oaious  recriminations !  There  was  no  well-fought 
field  in  which  we  have  not  stood  shoulder  to  shoul- 
der ;  no  battle  ground  in  which  our  blood  has  not 
mingled  in  common  together. 

In  that  gr^t  political  Urife  which  so  long  agi- 
tated (he  couocils  of  (he  ontion,  and  at  times 


Have  they  not,  at  all  timea,  supported  the 
republican  principles  1  In  our  last  war,  com- 
menoed  for  aggressions  on  our  maritime  rights. 
States  the  least  commercial  were  beh|nd  none  in 
their  patriotic  devotion  to  their  country.  Ken- 
tucky poured  forth  her  be$t  blood  at  the  River 
Raismj  she  coaquered  at  the  Thmhes.  The  brave 
.and  gallant  troops  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee 
repelled  the  most  powerful  invasion  of  the  enemy, 
and,  by  that  victory,  erec(ed  a  trophy  to  their 

Slriotism  a£  durable  as  the  stream  of  that  great 
:hei  of  riversj  whilst  others,  the  most  commer- 
cial, shrunk  ingloriously  from  the  contest.  In 
drawing  ^le  cordon  of  restriction  around  the  pres- 
ent slaveholding  States,  are  we  not  violating  their 
lights,  increasing  their  apprehensions,  and  weak- 
ening their  moral  force?  This  is  not  christian 
charity ;  it  will  not  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the 
slave;  it  lightens  no  burdens;  it  soothes  no  pang 
of  his  agonized  bosom.  It  appears  more  like  put- 
ting in  practice  the  abominaolc  doctrines  of  Mal- 
thus,  oireducing  their  numbers  by  curtailing  their 
means  of  subsistence.  As  you  weaken  the  powers 
of  the  master,  you  increase  the  infuriated  passions 
of  the  slave,  Fear  is  the  parent  of  tyranny,  and 
despotism  originaiei  from  tne  ajipreheosion  of  per- 
sDnal  security.  Having  had  the  honor  to  be  one 
of  the  committee  of  conference,  I  am  convinced  it 
is  the  only  alternative;  it  is  a  conciliatory  com- 
pumise,  by  which  the  non-slaveholding  Slates 
gain  much.    By  rescinding  the  lesbriction  on  Mis- 


souri, slaver]^  is  abolished  forever  over  a  tract  of 
country  that  is  ten  times  as  extensive.  And,  shall 
the  march  of  emigration  continue  to  progress  west- 
ward as  heretofore,  that  wide-spread  region  will, 
in  a  few  years,  teem  with  the  most  enterprising, 
industrious,  intelligent  population  the  world  has 
ever  witnessed.  Aiid,  in  yielding  the  question  in 
the  spirit  of  conciliatory  reciprocity,  to  whom  do 
we  concede  it  but  to  our  brethren?  Should  we 
now,  numerically,  carry  the  question,  it  will  be  a 
victory  snatched  from  our  brothers.  Oh  I  it  will 
be  an  mglotious  triumph,  gained  at  the  hazard  of 
the  Union.  Humanity  shudders  at  the  thought. 
National  policy  forbids  it.  It  is  an  act  at  which 
no  good  man  will  rejoice,  no  friend  of  his  country 
can  approbate.  Sir,  a  number  on  the  part  of  the 
majority  have  opeiily  and  repeatedly  acknowl- 
edged the  justness,  the  propriety,  the  necessity,  ot 
a  compromise,  and  their  willingnets  to  adopt  it. 
Should  the  question  of  Maine  be  separated  from  • 
that  of  Missouri,  they  do  not  object  to  the  princi- 
ple, hut  to  the  manner  of  eOecting  their  object. 
And  shall  we  hesitate  to  effect  fo  desirable  an 
evenr  merely  from  objections  as  to  form  T 

And  when  we  return  to  our  constituents,  and, 
with  anxious  solicitude,  they  inquire,  what  have 
you  done  for  the  distressed  situation  of  agriculture'! 
we  must  answer,  nothing:  the  embarrassmeota  of 
commerce?  nothing:  for  our  mouldering,  sinking, 
ruined  manufactures?  nothing.  The  resources  of 
the  Government  are  lessening;  the  arm  of  national 
industry  palsied;  the  whole  body  politic  is  seized 
with  a^  paralysis.  Refuse  the.  compromise,  and 
this  arena  ot  the  national  couocil   becomes  the 


trust  each  others'  views.  Objects  adverse,  produce 
opposing  results  i  reciprocity  of  interest  destroyed, 
fraternity  of  feeling  perishes.  I  much  fear,  re- 
ject the  present  overture,  and  the  moral  cement  of 
the  body  politic  is  dissolved ;  the  ligaments  of  this 
powerful  Confederacy  are  torn  asunder,  and  this 
fckir  and  promising  experiment  of  free  government, 
created  by  the  Wisdom,  sacriGces,  and  patriotism 
of  our  fathers,  once  divided,  a  general  disintegra- 
tion ensues.  An  awful  responsibility  at  this  mo- 
ment rests  upon  us. 

Sir,  I  stand  here  as  the  representative  of  a  Stal^ 
every  member  of  which  is  feelingly  alive  to  evoy 
subject  connected  with  the  intereeU,  the  advance- 
ment, the  consolidation  of  (he  Union.  Oui  con- 
stituents have  reposed  in  us  their  most  important 
trusts;  and.  whatever  may  be  the  objects  ota  few, 
the  great  whole  expects  that  we  this  day  will  do 
our  doty ;  and  shall  we  now  betray  that  high  con- 
fidence— smother  the  powerful  convictions  arising 
from  eiistinz  circumslaucea,  and  shrink  from  re- 
sponsibility T  No.  air ;  I  cannot,  will  not,  desert 
what  I  conceive  tbeir  highest  interests,  from  ths 
apprehensions  of  their  disapprobation.  Their  suf- 
frages hare  placed  me  in  a  situation  to  investigate 
causes  and  calculate-efiects;  to  trace  through  all 
its  sinuositieSj  this,  more  than  all  others,  most  im- 
portant question. 


However  mv  constituents  may  difier  with  toe 
in  opinion,  sucti  are  the  convictions  on  tny  mind, 
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Ud  confideat  I  am,  my  Qod.  my 
my  country,  will  approre  the  aci.  ii  is  a  por- 
tentous p«nod,  in  which  we  ought  to  be  ready  to 
sacriBce  our  prejudices,  our  popularity,  n&y,  life 
itself,  on  the  altar  of  our  couatiy's  eood. 

Mr.  Stevenb,  of  Connecticut,  said,  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  am  pleased  lo  obtain  the  floor,  a  favor  I  have 
30ugbt  sis  weeks ;  but  heretofore  without  success. 
The  ooplea^nt  result  has  been,  I  have  been  com- 
pelled reluctantly  to  record  my  vote  in  all  the  ques- 
tions taken«n  the  bill  under  consideration  without 
thevery  common  priril»e  of  recording  my  reasons 
for  giving  such  role.  11  is  perfectly  easy  to  cod- 
ceiTe  the  difficulty  in  which  one  is  involved  hy 
sucb  a  train  of  adverse  circumstances}  we  fre- 
quently wonder  at  an  opinion  expressed,  and  con- 
demn the  author ;  but  on  hearing  the  reasons  for 
his  opinion  reverie  our  own ;— woether  this  would 
have  been  my  case  if  I  had  succeeded  in  getting  a 
chtnceio  explain  my  motives  will  never  be  known ; 
because  I  did  not  obtain  that  opportunity. 

In  this  question  of  compromise  now  to  be  decided. 
I  am  more  fortunate,  1  now  have  the  floor,  ana 
must  avail  myself  of  this  Snt  opportunity  to  state 
cxplioitly  that  I  have  listened  with  pam  to  the 
Tery  long  protracted  debate  that  bas  been  had  on 
this  unfortunate  question:  I  call  it  unfortunate, 
nr,  because  it  has  drawn  forth  the  worst  passions 
of  man  in  the  course  of  the  discussion.  I  have 
beard  gentlemen,  and  I  mnsi  in  candor  say  gentle- 
men on  both  sides  of  thequestioD,  boast  of  sectional 
prowess,  and  of  sectional  acbievemuits ;  and  re- 
mind gentlemen  from  opposite  sections  of  the 
Union,  that  they  had  not  so  fought  and  so  eon- 
qoered;  or  leftsnch  conclusion  irresistiUy  to  follow. 

I  want,  and  manifest  public  good  requires,  that 
dtereverteof  this  language  should  beholden.  Let 
M,ch  g^lleman  boast  the  valor  of  the  inhabitants 
of  an  opposite  section  of  the  Union,  then  all  get 
Ae  praise  due  them,  and  in  a  way  infinitely  more 
acceptable  to  gentlemen  of  becoming  modestv; 
and  surely  if  any  people  ever  merited  all  the 
praise  that  has  been  arrogated  instead  of  being  be- 
stowed, the  American  people  do.  But  it  is  not  the 
inhabitants  of  any  section  of  America  that  exclu- 
sivdy  merit  all  their  exalted  praise ;  hut  the  Union 
collectively.  In  casting  my  eye  over  the  map  of 
my  country,  1  scarcely  discovra  a  spot  on  it  but  is 
rendered  memorable  as  the  birth  place  of  some 
sage,  hero,  or  philoso_phei ;  if  t&ese  occur  most  fre- 
qnenily  in  Connecticut  it  is  very  well — if  most 
nequendy  in  some  other  State,  very  well ;  it  is 
(till  my  country.  Shall  1  for^^  every  joy  of  rny 
Ufe  because  the  immortal  Wasbimqton  was  not 
bom  in  that  State,  of  rety  circumscribed  limits, 
ia  wbichi  wasbomi  Preposterous  thought !  He 
was  born  iii  America.  That  is  enough  for  me. 
His  glory  reaches  us,  bottomed  on  merit,  and  scorns 
the  proflered  aid  of  monldering  marble  to  perpet- 
uate it. 

If  the  deadliest  enemy  this  country  has.  or  ever 
had,  could  dictate  language  the  most  likely  to  de- 
stroy yoor  glory,  prosperity,  and  happiness,  would 
it  not  be  prcciMly  what  has  been  so  profusely  used 
in  this  debate — sectional  vauntiofl  Most  un- 
doubtedly  it  -would.    If  the  fell  Spirit  of  Discord, 


the  prime  mover  of  sedition  and  rebellion  in  the 
heavenly  Realms,  should  rack  his  hellish  invention 
for  the  same  malicious  purpose,  he  would  undoubt- 
edly pull  the  cord  of  sectional  prowess ;  he  would 
magnify  the  valorous  deeds  of  each  narlicvlar  State 
or  party  division,  and  distort  or  obliterate  all  the 
rest.  The  arch  planner  of  the  first  sedition  and 
rebellion  must  for  ever  despair  of  improving  on 

But,  sir,  gentlemen  start  at  the  mention — Why 
dodiis'?  You  hold  your  seats  by  the 'tenure  of 
compromise.  The  Constitution  is  a  creature  of 
compromise  ;  it  oEiginated'  in  a  compromise ;  and 
has  existed  ever  since  hy~a  perpetual  extension  and 
exercise  of  that  principle  ;  and  must  continue  to 
do  so.  as  long  as  it  lasts, 

when  your  Convention  met  for  its  formation, 
they  immediately  discovered  that  the  general  wel- 
fare, the  object  of  their  solicitude,  could  not  be  se- 
emed and  perpetuated,  without  giving  up  some- 
thing like  particular  rights  ;  and  tnis  giving  up  of 
partKolar  rights,  to  sectire  the  great  end  and  object 
of  their  meeting,  was  called  a  compromise. 

What  did  they  do?  They  debated  some  months, 
and  then  came  lo  the  obviously  necessary  result — 
compromise.  It  was  plainly  seen  then  as  now 
thai,  lo  obtain  the  object  sought,  it  was  necessary 
to  make  some  sacrifices  and  to  assume  some  evib. 
They  thus  thooght  the  good  sought  was  worth  the 
sacrifices  necessary  to  obtain  it;  and  now,  after 
thirty  years'  successful  experience,  who  dare  ar- 
raisn  tbeirwisdom  or  their  patriotism  1  Rashaegs 
itsdf  must  forever  remain  dumb  to  this  demand. 

If  gentlemen  are  in  favor  of  any  compromise, 
it  ira  fit  time  to  discuss  that  subject,  and  see  if 
any  can  be  hit  on  that  will  give  general  satisfac- 

I  am  In  favor  of  a  compromise,  bat  have  strong 
objections  to  that  now  under  c(»isi deration.  1 
greatly  fear  it  would  tend,  to  perpetuate  the  evil 
we  seek  to  remedy.  The  soum  hne  of  Pennsyl- 
vania State  and  the  Ohio  water*  now  form  the 
boundary  line  between  the  two  pnrties.  If  yon 
continue  that  line  by  the  36°  30'  of  north  latitude, 
to  the  Pacific  ocean,  I  fear  it  will  not  prove  a 
pacific  measure.  This  wdutd  be  to  place  on  your 
records  a  perpetna)  raliyins  place  for  parly. 

It  is  devoutly  to  be  wished  that  such  compro- 
mise mi^it  be  hit  on  as  would  fbr«ver  put  an  end 
to  the  unhappy  existence  of  parties  in  their  pres- 
ent shape.  1  should  prefer  a  prohibition  of  the  ad- 
mission of  slaves,  into  that  State,  as  a  measure 
the  most  likdr  to  effect  that  desirable  object.  The 
number  already  there  is  not  so  great  now  ai  to  be 
a  subject  of  any  great  uneasiness,  to  those  most 
oppo^  to  the  continuance  of  slavery. 

Few  gentlemen  have  risen  in  debate  ota  tbb 
question,  without  deeply  lamenting  (and  I  think 
with  great  reason)  the  existence  of  parties,  desig- 
nated  by  geographical  lines  and  boundaries.  I 
also  deprecate  it,  as  being  a  dirison  of  the  Union 
into  parties  so  eqnal  in  number,  wealth,  intetli- 
^ence,  and  extent  of  territory.  Indeed,  sir,  there 
isno  view  of  this  unhappy  division  of  ourcoimtry, 
but  must  be  sickening  to  the  pitriot,  and  in  direct 
'violation  of  the  dictate  of  wisdom  and  the  laM, 
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the  words  Northern  andSonlfaf 
WetKrii,  as  deseriptire  of  tlie 
your  country. 

And  will  you  forget  so  important  an  injunction, 
from  that  man,  in  so  short  a  timel-   Was  there  □□ 

Enlitical  wisdom  in  the  command  ?  If  none,  why 
as  it  been  so  lone  venerated  f  I  should  [trefer  a 
compromise  forbi^aiD^  the  iia^rtalion  of  any  more 
staves  into  the  State  of  Missouri.  This,  1  thin^, 
would  allay  party  feelings,  drive  into  foTKetfulness 
present  feuds,  and  xatis^  my  friends  to  ttie  North 
and  East,  with  whom  I  hare  acted,  and  delight 
to  act.  la  common  with  ihem,  I  have  an  faernli- 
tary  dislike  to  slavery,  Etrengtheoed  bf  a  residance 
all  my  life,  to  the  present  litne,  in  a  country  where 
in  does  not  eiist.  I  honor  their  diiUke  of  slavery, 
and  firmly  bdiere  th^-e  is  not  a  gentleman  in  this 
House  Intt  deprecates  its  existence.  Agreeing  in 
this  all-important  point,  let  us  not  setMraCe  because 
we  cannot  think  precisely  alike  of  toe  means  beat 
nalcnlated  to  eradicate  it.  Wo*  it  ever  known 
that  a  body  so  numerous  thought  exactly  alike 
tbrosffhont  any  one  'grand,  all^mporttnl  measure 
for  public  good,  in  aU  the  derail  7  And  ic  not  the 
circunutance  of  a  division  in  sentiment  in  sojlarge 
a  body,  so  equal  in  p<Hnt  of  ntuuber,  a  thing  thai 
sbODld  lead  both  to  suqteet  they  may  be  wrong  ? 
Oenttcmen  who  have  much  property  of  this  sort, 
1  agte«,  are  deeply  interested ;  bat  candor  roust  at 
the  same  time  admit  tfaey  have,  from  the  fact  of 
being  ilaTeholders,  much  p»otieal  and  useful 
knowledge  on  this  subject  that  cannot  be  claimed 
by  non-sbveholden.  Aad  this  knowledge  is  ex- 
tremetv  useftil,  ttot  to  say  indimensafaie,  aspeoially 
as  to  the  extent  of  the  evil  in  tlU  elaveA  and  to  the 
eommnuity  generally.  This  knowledge  is  indis- 
peasaUe  when  it  is  sought  to  eSect  emanfsipation, 
on  tvtag  the  beat  calculated  tn  iitsttre  infalliUe 
success,  end  to  efiecl  it  in  a  wa^  the  least  likely  to 
baziffd  any  destructive  revolution  that  mighl^  in 
vnskilftU  hands,  insure  more  evil  than  the  good 
iBtended.  If  we  admit  slareholden  to  have  more 
knowMge  on  this  auhject,  than,  from  the  nattire 
of  (he  oase,  we  can  have,  their  vtHoa  in  council 
diDuld  not  be  entirely  ouheeded. 

Btit,  sir,  we  hare  bow  arrived  at  a  point  at 
wbieh  er^  geittleauin  agrees  something  must  be 
done.  A  preaipiee  liea  bdbt«  us,  at  which  perdi- 
tion is  inevitane.  Qentlemeo  on  both  sides  of 
this  question,  and  in  both  Houses,  in  doors  and  out 
of  daora,  hare  evinced  a  determinatioa  that  au- 
gnit  ill  of  thehigk  destiniasof  thiscunntry  7  Amd 
who  does  Hot  trtmbte  for  the  ctmaequeitces? 

I  do  not  here  speak  of  that  feeline  which  restrilB 
from  an  apptehcmion  of  personal  danger.  No. 
sir ;  I  speak  of  that  feeling  which  agitates  thesonl 
ot  every  iMtriot  when  hii  eountry  is  in  daagra. 
1  speak  of  that  feeling,  without  a  suaceptibiKly  of 
irtiich  a  man  is  no  om»nent  to  auy  conntry.  I 
wiah  not  to  be  miauBcleratood,  sir.  J  aont  pre- 
tend to  say  Aat  in  just  fire  calendar  months  yoor 
Caion  will  be  ar  an  end  ;  your  Conitilution  de- 
stroyed ;  jiSvi  pro«d  trophie*,  won  in  th«  most 
valiant  combat,  piofaned;  gloiica  of  half  a  eta- 


tury,  gained  by  yourselves  and  yotir  departed 
ffiends,  attd  noequalled  in  the  history  of  any  country 
or  people  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  made  the  sport 
ofan  envying  world ;  end  all  this  in  a  sacrilegious 
contest,  at  the  end  of  which  no  wise  man  would 
give  a  pea-ftraw  for  his  choice  on  which  side  to 
be  found,  as  (he  victors  would  have  lost  all,  and 
the' vanquished  have  nothing  le!i  to  excite  envy. 
But,  sir,  I  do  say,  and  for  the  verity  of  the  re- 
mark cite  ^e  lamentable  history  of  our  own  time, 
that  the  result.of  B  failure  to  compromise  at  this 
time,  in  the  way  now  proposed,  or  in  some  other 
way  satisfactory  to  bein,  would  be  to  create  ri  " 


leas  hatred,  irradicable Jealousy,  and  a  total  forget- 
fulhes*  of  the  ardor  of  patriotism,  (o  which,  as  it 
has  berelofbte  existed,  we  owe,  under  providence, 
more  solid  national  glory  uid  social  hairiness  than 
ever  before  was  'posse«se<f  by  any  people^  nation, 
kindred,  or  tongue,  und^  Hesven. 

However  devoutly  it  is  to  be  wished  that  men, 
under  the  keen  anguish  of  disaiqKnntmenl  and 
mortification,  were  wise,  patriotic,  moderate,  and 
obedient  to  the  laws,  we  have  no  reason  to  expect 
it.  A  very  recent  example  of  the  base  lengths  of 
depravity  to  which  men  sufier  their  party  madness 
to  carry  them,  and  at  a  time  (00  when  the  country  is 
in  the  deepest  distress,  will  forever  forbid  us  to 
cherish  ihis^vaiu  hope.  Not  according  entirelyin 
sentiment  with  (he  [noposcd  compriHuise,  and  with 
(be  hope  of  obtaining  a  better  by  a  free  ccHUmu- 
nicatioB  of  seatimeni,  (and  when  I  say  better  I  do 
not  mean  bettei  for  any  particular  part  of  tbe 
Union,  but  better  forthe  whole,)  I  move  that  the 
House  do  new  adjourn. 

Mr.  MSBOEB  iollowed  on  the  same  tide,  with 

K'eat  eames(nees;  and  had  spoken  about  Iralf  an 
lur,  when  he  was  compelled  by  indisposition  to 
resume  his  seat. 

The  srevious  question  was  then  called ;  and  the 
House'naiving sustained  the  call  by  103  votes,  the 
main  qtiestion  was  put  od  concurring  wi(h  the 
Senate  in  striking  out  of  the  bill  the  slavery  re- 
striction on  the  Slate  of  Missouri,  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative— yeas  90,  nays  67,  as  follows : 

y>i« — Mnn*.  AUnot,  Aleisndar,  Allan  ofTtnutt' 
we,  Andmaoo,  Aidier  of  Miryland,  Ardier  of  Vir>- 

S'lnis,  Baldwin,  Baiboar,  Bayly,  BloanBeU,  BfnH, 
renrn,  Bryan,  Barlon,  BurfwU,  BaDw  ofLaninBiia, 
CauiOB,  C«bb,  Cocke,  Crawford,  Uiowell,  CvlbrMh, 
Calp^er,  Cuthbart,  DaridMa,  Eiila,  Eddy,  Edwards 
of  North  Carrims,  ErwtD,  Fidiar,  Floyd,  Foot,  Fa)- 
lertm,  (temett,  HsU  of  North  Osrslma,  Haidia,  Hill, 
Hdoi**,  Harts,  Jabnaen,  JonMof  Virginia,  JanMof 
TuriMMM,  Kant,  Einuj,  DtUe,  Lnradea,  MeCay, 
HcCnsiy,  MaLtna  ot  Daiawwe,  HcLwm:  of  Ksntoo- 
hy,  MaMB,  Haigs,  Harear,  Helfal^  Nealo,  Netoon  af 
Virsinia,  Nawion,  Ovwrtraet,  Paiksr  of  VIrgiria, 
Fiadsay,  Pladall,  Qoarie^  Kandolpb,  Rankin,  Raad, 
Rhea,  Rinffiold,  Kabertam,  Seltia,  Maw,  SlmkiM, 
Sloevmb,  Aufth  of  New  Jnaey,  Smith  of  Mtrjland, 
B.  Smith  Of  Virginia,  A.  Snjth  of  Virgtais,  Smltk  of 
North  Carolina,  Sivvoiir,  Storsi^  Strotbor,  Swearia- 
gan,  TtTTd),  Triaibla,  Tartar  of  Tirginii,  Tuekm  of 
South  Csrolins.  Tyler,  Walker  of  North  CsMHna, 
WarOrid,  WiUiuii  of  ViigiBW,  and'  WUHaM  of 
North  CcroliDB— 90. 

Navs—Mmn.  Aduna,   ADan  of  MMsadiQsMa, 
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AUaa  of  New  York,  B>k«r,  Bitenm,  Bcceher,  Bo- 
deo,  Briuh,  UuHuni,  Batlcr  ofHai*  HunpihiK,  Ckiop- 
bell,  Ckgelt.  CJirk,  Cogk,  Cnft*,  Cuihiiiin,  Dirling- 
ton,  UennUon,  Dawitl,  Dickiaion,  Ooivw,  Eiwtrd* 
of  PanDivlvania,  Ftj,  Polger,  FarJ,  Forreit,  Fuller, 
Gro«ofN.York,Gn)HorPci]na;jTuiit,GDVon,H>ck- 
Icj,  HrII  of  New  York,  Haurd,  Hemphill,  Hen  Jrickt, 
HtiHck,  Hibahmin.  Heittec.  Hoiteltar,  KeoJ^ll,  Kina 
Icy,  Ltthrop,  Lincoln,  Linn,  Livermore,  Lyman,  Mac- 
lay,  Mtllary,  Marcband,  Much,  R.  Mcnre,  8.  Moore, 
Honell,  HoHon,  Moicley,  Murray,  Nelson  of  Maiaa- 
chnaclu,  Parker  of  Maaiachuaetti,  Patteraon,  Fhclpa. 
Phitaon,  Pitcher,  Plainer,  Rich,  Ricbard*.  Richmond, 
Kogrra,  Roaa,  Ruaa,  Sampaon,  Bergeaot,  Bilibee,  Sloan, 
Somhard,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont.  Strong  of  Net* 
York,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tomlinmn,  Trscy,  Upham,  Van 
RenaMlaer,  Wallaoe,  WeAdOTer.  Wliilniaa,  Wood— 87. 

The  question  was  Ihen  slated  on  the  second 
amendmeDl  of  the  Senate,  when — 

Mr.  Taylor  mored  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  striking  out  the  words  "thirty-six  degrees  thirty 
minutes  north  latitude,"  and  inserting  aline  which 
would  exclude  slavery  from  all  the  territory  west 
of  the  Mississippi,  except  Louisiana,  Missouri,  and 
Aikansas. 

The  preriout  question  was  again  demanded,and 

Xin  sustained  by  a  majority  of  the  House.  The 
cl  of  the  previous  question  being  to  exclude  Che 
Ijueation  on  the  amendment,  and  to  bring  it  back 
to  the  main  question — 

The  main  qtiestion  was  taken  on  concurring 
with  the  Senate  in  inserting  in  the  bill,  in  lieu  of 
the  State  restriction,  the  clause  inhibiting  slavery 
in  the  territory  nonti  of  thirty-six  decrees  thirty 
minutes  north  latitude,  and  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative— yeas  134,  nays  4S,  as  follows : 

YiA*— Meaara.  Allen  of  New  York,  Allen  of  Ten- 
lieuu,  Anderaon,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Baker,  Bald- 
win, Bateman,  Bayly,  Beecber,  BloomReld,  Boden, 
Brevard,  Bruwn.  Brnab,  Bryan,  Butler  of  New  Himp- 
ahire,  Cnmpbel!,  Cannon,  Gate,  Clagelt,  Clarke, 
Cocke,  Cook,  CrKfta,  Crawford,  Crowell,  Culbrelh, 
Cnlpepcr,  Cuabman,  Cathbert,  DarKngton,  DaTiditan, 
Denniaon,  Sewitt,  Dickinaon,  Dowae.  Earle,  Eddy, 
Edwarda  of  Pennaylvania,  Faj,  Flaher,  Fluyd,  Foot, 
Ford,  Fnrreat,  Fuller.  FallerlOD,  Oroa*  of  Pannijlva- 
nia,  Gnyon,  Haekley.  Hall  of  New  York.  Hardio, 
Haiard,  Hemphill,  Hendricka,  Herrick,  Hibahman, 
HeUter.  Hiti,  Uolon.  Hoatetl«r,  Kendall,  Kent  Kin- 
Kty,  Ktnaley,  Laihrop.  Litile,  Lincein,  Linn,  Liver- 
llKire,  Lowndea,  Lyman,  Mecliy,  McCreary,  MeLane 
ofDelaware.McLeaaafKenmcby,  Mallsry,  Mtrcband, 
Maion.  Meiga,  Mercer,  R.  Moora,  S.  Move.  Monell, 
Uorton.  Moaeley,  Murray,  Nelaou  of  MaiaachDaelia, 
NeUon  of  Virgioil,  Parker  of  Mauachnaelta,  Patter- 
Ma,  Pbilnn,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  tjuarlea.  Kankin.  Rich, 
Rtcbardj,  Richmond,  Riofgold.  Robertaan.  Bogen, 
Soaa,  Ruaa,  Hampaon,  Sargeani,  Settle,  Shaw,  Silabee, 
Btoan,  Smith  ofN.  Jeraey,  (Jnith  of  Maryland,  Soiith 
of  Nonb  Carolina,  Sauthard,  Stereoa,  Storra,  Street, 
Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of  New  York,  Strolher, 
Tarr,  Taylor,  Tomlionn,  Tompkina,  Tiacy.  Trimble, 
Tacker  of  South  Carolina. '  Upham,  Van  Renaaelaer, 
Wallace,  WarQelJ,  Wendover,.  WilHams  of  North 
Carolina,  and  Wood— -I3i. 

IfAia — Mean*.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander,  Allen  of 
Maaaachuaetla,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Barbour,  Baffum, 
BnrtoahBaiwell,  Butler  of  Louiaiana,  Cobb,  Edwarde 


of  North  Carolina,  Ervin,  Folf«r,  Oaroett,  Qroaa  of 
New  York,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hooka,  JohneoB, 
JoMa  of  I'irginia,  Jonea  of  TenneaMe,  McCoy,  Met- 
ealf,  Naale.  Newtons  Oieratreet,  Parker  of  Vitgiaia, 
Pinckney,  Pindall,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rhea,  Simkina, 
Slocumb,  B.  Hmilh  of  Virginia,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia, 
Swearingen,  Terrell,  Tucker  of  Va.,  Ty<er,  VCalker  of 
North  r;arolina,  and  Williame  of  Virginia—lS. 

The  amendment  lo  the  title  to  odd  the  word* 
"and  to  prohibit  slavery  in  certain  Territories," 
was  then  also  concurred  in.  And  w,  all  the  amend' 
men's  being  concurred  in,  the  bill  was  passed  by 
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FniDAV,  March  3. 

The  Journal  of  the  proceedings  of  the  House  <m 
yesterday  being  read — 

Mr.  Randolph  rose  and  intimated  an  intention 
now  to  move  the  House  to  reconsider  their  vote  of 
yesterday,  by  which  they  concurred  with  the  Sett- 
ate  in  striking  the  restriction  from  the  Missouri 
bill. 

The  Spbakeh  declared  the  motion  out  of  order 
until  the  ordinary  buaLness  of  the  morning,  as  pre- 
scribed by  the  rules  of  the  House,  t^ould  be  disposed' 
of.  From  which  opinion  of  the  Chair,  Mi.  Raji- 
DOLPH  appealed. 

The  question  being  lolien  on  the  correctness  of 
the  decision,  it  was  affirmed  by  the  House. 

The  House  then  proceeded  m  teceifing  and  i«- 
ferring  petitions;  when,  petitions  beinp called  for 
from  the  members  from  Virginia — 

Mr.  RANnoLPH  moved  that  the  House  retain  in 
liieit  possession  the  Missouri  bill,  until  Che  period 
should  arrive,  when,  according  to  rules  of  the 
House,  a  motion  to  reconsider  thevote  of  yesterday 
on  concurring  in  the  first  amendment  proposed  1^ 
the  Senate  to  the  bill  aforesaid,  should  be  in  order. 

The  Speakhs  declared  thii  motion  out  of  order, 
for  tlie  reaaon  assigned  on  tiie  first  application  of 
Mr.  Rahoolph  on  this  day. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
James  Shield",  accompanied  with  a  bill  for  his 
reliefi  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  [o-morrow. 

Mr.  Seboeaht,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  to  continue  in  force  the 
act,  entitled  "An  act  lo  protect  the  commerce  of 
the  United  States,  and  punish  thecrimeof  piracy;" 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  lo-morraw. 

Mr.  LcvEHHoaB,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  eati- 
lled  "An  act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  'An 
act  regulating  the  Post  Office  Establishment,"  re- 
ported the  nme  without  amendraeiit;  and  it  wu 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  l>am  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  ask  a  further  conference  upon  the 
subject-matter  of  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses  ta  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate 
to  the  bill  of  this  House,  ealitled  "An  act  provi- 
ding for  the  admission  of  ibe  State  of  Maine  into 
the  Union,"  to  which  they  have  appointed  man- 
agers on  theif  part. 
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Qiialion  of  PrivSege — PtHHim  of  Swiii  Emiffranti. 


The  Hoase  look  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider, 
the  Rtid  menage ;  whereupon,  it  was  nsolwd,  That 
this  House  do  agree  to  the  I'urther  cottference  aiked 
bf  the  Senate  apon  the  subject-matter  of  the  disa- 
greeins  rotes  on  the  ameDamentadepending  tothe 
said  hQl. 

Ordertd,  That  Mefsrs.  Holmes,  Hill,  and  Tay- 
lor, be  appointed  managers  at  Che  said  conference 
on  the  part  of  this  Housf. 

Mr.  Holmes,  from  the  managers  on  the  part  of 
this  House  to  attend  a  further  conference  with  (he 
managei 
gieetng 

mcnts  depending  to  the  bill,  eniKiea  -ad  aci  lor 
theadmissionot  the  State  of  Maineinto  the  Union," 
made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  tie ' 
on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Houm 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  th&  relief  of  Walter  Channing,"  in  which 
they  Bfik  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  The  Sen- 
ate concur  in  the  report  of  the  last  comraittee  of 
conference' on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses  on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  proriding  for  the  admismon 
of  the  State  of  Maine  into  the  Union,"  viz:  That 
the  Senate  recede  from  the  said  amendments,  and 
that  the  said  hill  be  amended  by  striking  out  the 
word  "next,"  and  inserting,  in  lieu  thereof,  the 
■words,  "in  tbe  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty,"  in  which  amendment  ihey  ask  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  took  np,  and  proceeded  to  consider, 
the  said  messai^  ;  wnereupon — 

Mr.  Ranoolfh  moved  chat  the  biQ  be  indefinitely 
postponed,  and  proceeded  at  conxiderable  length  to 
ofier  his  reasons  for  wishing  lo  prevent  its  passage ; 
-wbenMr.R.WBScalledtODrder,by  Mr.  LrvERHOBE, 
for  deviating  from  the  question  under  debate. 

The  Speaker  decided  that  Mr.  Randolph  was 
not  out  of  order. 

Mr.  LivERHORE  appealed  from  the  decision  of 
the  Chair,  but  before  tne  question  was  pat — 

Mr.  Ranbolpb  withdrew  his  motion  for  the 
indefinite  poiiponemect  of  the  bill.. 

The  conference  was  then  agreed  lo,  and  soon 
after  Mr.  Holmes  reported  the  amendmenCas  above ' 
stated,  which  was  agreed  to  by  the  HoitGe,and  the 
bUl  was  thus  finally  acted  on. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Walter  Channing,"  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committeeof  Ways  and  Means. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Frederick  Gtetz  and  Carl  W.  West- 
phal,  and  the  heirs  of  Abraham  Neppes,  deceased, 
was  read  twice,  and  rderred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

The  engrossed  bill,  antitlsd  "An  act  to  author- 
ize tfaa  President  of  the  United  States  to  appoint  a 
receiver  of  public  moneys,  and  a  reg:istei  of  the 
land  office,  for  the  district  of  Laurence  county,  in 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas,"  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

QUESTION  OF  PRIVILBQB. 

Mr.  Randolpb,  b^ing  in  the  majorttf  on  that 
qnettion,  moved  the  Hoose.aow  to  reoonaider  their 


vote  of  yesterday,  in  which  they  concurred  ii 


Mr.  AscREB,  of  Virginia,  seconded  the  motion. 
TheSpEAKGR,  havlngascertained  the  fact,  stated 
to  tbe  Honse,  that  the  proceedings  of  the  House  on 
that  bill  yesterday,  had  been  communicated  to  the 
Senate,  by  the  Clerk,  and  that  the  hill  not  beln^  in 
possession  of  thp  House,  the  motion  to  reconsider 
could  ool  be  entertained. 

Whereupon,  Mr.  Randolph  submitted  the  fal- 
lowing resolution ; 

RtMolttd,  That,  in  eirrjing  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  ButhoiM  th«  ptople  of  the  Territory  of  Himoari 
lo  form  «  coQilitatioD  and  State  government,  and  for 
the  adnitMian  of  luch  Stats  into  the  Union  on  an 
qnil  footing  wilhth«oriKiBAl8t»tet,"  tttoramMnber 
rom  Virginia  had  given  notioeof  his  intantian  to  move 
1  recoaiidcra^rTaf  theqnealian  decided  last  evening, 
n  wbich  the  iiaid  member,  via.  Mr.  Randol|A,  volad  in 
ihe  mijorit;  on  oKe  of  iha  amendmeota  of  tha  Senate 
thereto,  the  Clerk  la  gailty  ofa  bieach  of  iheptivilegea 
of  a  menriwr  of  this  Home  under  Ihe  rules  Ihoreof. 
And  the  qpestion  being  put  whether  the  House 
ould  now  consider  the  said  resolution ;  it  was 
'cided  in  the  negative — yeas  61,  nays  71. 
Mr.  Ran  do  i.ph  then  submitted  the  followitag  pro- 
position, which  lies  on  the  table. 

'  Thai  to  much  of  tbe  thirty-aeventh  rule  as  allows 
_  jeconsideratlan  of  any  question  by  motion  of  any 
member  of  the  msjority  on  aqch  qoeitlon,  on  the  day 
■uceeeding  that  on  which  such  question  ba  taken,  be 
eipunged." 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Gbobb,  of  New  York — 
Ordered,  That  when  the  House  adjourns,  it  will 
adjourn  to  meet  again  on  Monday  next 

PETITION  OP  aWISS  EMIGRANTS. 
Mr.  Ahdebson,  from  the  Committee  on  tbe 
Public  Lands,  made  a  report  on,  the  petition  of 
Chacles  Henry  du  Paequier,  and  others,  Swiss 
emigrants  in  the  United  States  ;  which  was  read, 
and  Ibe  resolution  therein  contained  was  concurred 
in  by  Ihe  House.    The  report  is  ia  follows.   . 

Tbe  Committee  on-tha  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was 
referred  tbe  petition  of  Charles  fienr;  du  Paaqnier 
and  othort,  praying,  on  behalf  of  themtelvaa  and  other 
Bwii*  emlgrsnta,  Ihal  Congreu  would  autboriie  Ihem 
to  parchaie  a  tract  of  the  public  land,  lying  on  tb« 
west  aide  of  the  Mississippi,  and  between  the  BOlh 
and  87lh  degree*  of  north  latitude,  ■nffieient  for  the 
■altlement  of.lhree  or  four  thounnd  familiea  on  terms 
more  favorsble  than  Ibe  general  taWi  would  permit, 
bave  bad  the  same  under  conaideration,  and  report 
that  the  queatinn  presented  to  the  consideration,  of  the 
House  in*oIlea  lbs  expediency  of  selling  (he  public 
land*  to  foreigners  oDUrms  more  indulgent  tban  thoM 
which  regulate  the  atleslo  na^re  cilice na.  Thisoom- 
mittee  ia  very  aenaible,  that  the  mildrieM  of  our  Gov. 
nnment,  its  wise  and  wholesome  laws,  have  produced 
an  emigration,  which  baa  gone  far  to  increaaa  the  ool- 
leclive  talents  and  indnitry  of  the  coaulry;  some  of 
OUT  most  distioguiehad  citiIen^  aa  well  as  moallndos- 
trions  and  ingenious  mechanics,  are  among  thorn  who 
hava  made  ibia  country  Ibur  own,  by  adoption.  Bat 
it  ia  thought,  that,  white  we  highly  appreciate  thoae 
benaflto,  we  thoold  not  change  the  operaUoo  of  lh« 
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gtrntral  lawi  ^oor  eaoDtrr  to  produce  tha  aSaet.  80 
Lng  *■  lit*  fracdom  of  our  iaitkationa  ia  fifmwed, 
and  nboleiome  law*  are  pirmitted  to  have  Ibcii  oHi- 
Dar;  cficet,  litr  ipdacenieBta  nhicii  bave  beieutbre 
bad  their  inflaeoce,  nill  alill  Lh  lufGcientl;  atrong  lo 
producs  the  demred  smigratioa.  It  camial  be  con- 
ceded that  apecial  proiieioDi,  eicepting  foreigoen, 
honefer  merilorioui,  from  the  opaielion  of  general 
law>,  and  giiing  them  advantage!  i*hich  are  denied 
to  the  citBcnt,  can  be  founded  in  good  policy.  It  ii 
•  peculiaritj  emiaeollj  boDorahle  to  our  conni^,  that 
the  nitire  of  Europe  poeieaaes,  in  the  acquiaition  of 
the  loil  here,  the  aame  advantagee  which  an  American 
cHiteJi  doaa;  to  give  bim  more,  troold  Jirodoce  &di>- 
lioctitn  DOl  sol;  invidiogi,  but  aioat  uojuaL  When 
Ihe  Ian  »  now  equallj  open  to  both,  it  would  be  a 
perverted  uae  of  charily  to  gire  to.  the  atrangar  a  fa- 
•ilitir  whidi  we  deny  to  iba  citiwD. 

It  n  prob^e  tiiat,  during  tha  prearnt  eaaaion  of 
Congreee,  the  Btoda  of  Hltiag  the  pablie  landa  will 
be  BO  far  altered  aa  to  demand  a  eaah  payment  of  each 
parcbaaer.  Erary  leaaon  wbicb  could  inflaenoe  Cob- 
graaa  to  make  tbet  change,  woald  forbid  ibi*  commit' 
tee  from  propgaing  to  tell  a  large  quantity  on  a  eradii 
Mill  more  diatant  than  the  present  lana  contemplate. 
If  tha  public  inlereata  ahould  be  thought  to  requite  a 
•yatem  etilt  moie  rigDrooa  than  the  one  which  now 

Keiaile,  and  tbi*  too  agaiaat  petitiona  of  a  great  num- 
r  of  your  citizena,  anil  the  memoriala  of  the  legiala- 
tntee  of  leverat  of  the  Southera  and  Wetlern  Stater, 
It  would  indeed  be  en  uaumpiion  of  high  reiponai- 
bility  on  Ihe  part  of  thia  committee  to  recommend,  in 
obedience  to  the  prayer  of  the  preae at  petition ari,  thai 
iadulgeace  to  them,  which  the  expected  bill  will  deny 
to  your  own  citiune. 

The  eitahliahment  of  a  community  of  forelgnera 
wlthio  our  country,  aeehided  by  their  babite,  manaeie, 
and  languege,  from  an  iatimata  aaaodation  with  the 
great  iKidy  of  our  citneni,  cannat  be  an  event  eo  de- 
Hiable  ae  to  juatify  a  departure  from  the  general  law. 
An  uureatrained  inlercourae  with  the  body  of  the 
American  yeomaniy  sflorda  to  Ihe  emigrant  the  beet 
and  probably  the  only  meane  of  acquiring  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  our  lawa  and  inatitutiona;  a  knowledge 
wWh  ianot  only  neeaaaary  to  give  lo  bim  the  full  an- 
ioyment  sf  faia  «M*tio|ii,  but  ia  iiecaasai7,to  reeilar 
llim  a  valnable  and  eafa  citiien  to  the  Common  wealth. 
It  ia  believed  that,  if  a  laitt*  aetllameat  waa  foriDNl, 
elchiaiTely  of  foreign  famtlua,  to  moat  of  whom,  our 
language  would  of  eourao  b«  nuhnown,  many  yeaia 
would  eiafie  before  that  general  intercouiae  would 
take  place,  beyond  the  boundariea  of  tbaii  own  com- 
unnity,  which  wonld  be  eaaeotlel  to  gira  10  ifaem  full 
poeatiaion  of  Anarican  ptiaciplta  and  character;  and 
it  ia  by  00  mean*  certain  that  time  would  iu  such 
ream  erer  have  .tha  efiact  of  entirely  deatroyiug  their 
Ibreigii  character.  While,  then,  thia  committea  ra- 
yue*  in  Avery  i^tpoitunity  of  cammuiiicating  Ihe  blaaa- 
inga  of  theit  country  to  Uieir  European  brothara,  ibej 
believe  that  it  caa  be  aafaly  done,  only  when  Uiey  an- 
jaj  tha«>  by  iDdiacrirainata  aaaocietioa. 

"ne  petittonen  have  (many  of  them)  been  beMto- 
tan  Mtgtgti  in  mannlactnrea ;  and  they  r«)y  for  mneb 
of  the  inppmt,  wbich  they  eipecl  lo  receivi^  upon  the 
aioek  «f  manufcrturiog  ^1  ai>d  iadnatry  which  thay 
pramlaa  to  intredBce.  They  hava  ailubitad  bafara 
the  coannittee  aooie  beautiful  'and  vary  aatiabatoi; 
upaaJMena  of  diair  ingenuily  and  akill,  partionlKrly  in 
al&  and   cMiaa  good*.    Y«ar  oommittoa  Mt  tta  foil 


force  of  (faia  appeal,  and  vary  frankly  atata,  that,  if  any 
|Ialition  of  ■  aunilar  charaelar  can  be  acceptable  10  the 
HoHae,  thia  deaervea  toboao.  'Wilhoatrelarringtotlie 
known  character  ofthe  Bwiaa  peaaaatiy,  a  aettlenant 
in  the  State  of  Indiana,  of  emigrente  from  Hwitsar- 
Und.jivea  atrong  evidence  that  n  colony,  eataUiahed 
under  the  aua]NC(a  of  Ihe  preaent  pelillonere,  would 
be  charactetiied  by  indualry  and  unoffending  aubmia- 
■ion  to  the  lawa.  They  reaiat  iha  application,  bow> 
ever,  on  Ihe  groonda  they  have  atated.  The.termi  of 
lale  held  out  by  Iha  preaent  lawa  are  of  the  moat  in- 
dulgent kinil ;  and  if  tEie  public  intcreat  abould  even 
juatify  a  relaxation  from  them,  it  ia  confidently  be- 
lieved that  it  ahould  be  in  favor  of  American  dti- 

In  anewer  to  Ihit  pert  of  tbe  petition  which  dedaraa 
that  one  of  the  principal  objeda  ia  'the  ' 
manufacture  of  cotton,  wool,  flu,  and  aiJfa," 
mittee  wilt  only  aay,  that  it  uey  wdl  bo  ee 
how  far  it  would  comport  with  aovnd  policy  lo  give  a 
pramtom  for  the  intradoclioa  of  manuboturere,  at  tba 
momaot  whan,  by  tbe  almoat  nuanimotn  ifaclaratioa 
of  oor  manulacturara,  il  ia  aaid  they  caltnM  liva  witl^ 
out  further  protection. 

I'faa  committee  Iberefore  reeonmend  to  the  Himm 
Iha  follow  ing '  reaolu  tion : 

Rltoltttd,  Thai  the  prayer  of  Iba  petkieaer*  ought 
tMt  to  be  granted. 

RULES  OF  THB  BOUSB. 

Od  themotioDof  Mr.  Lowndbb,  tbeHouMOTO- 
ceeded  to  considet  the  amendment  ofoed  by  liiin 
on  tbe  28[h  ultimo  la  the  tuje.t  of  the  Houae-^he 
araeiulineDt  offered  (hereto  by  Mr.  Rjlhdolpb, 
being  stili  under  conaidcrktioD. 

Mr.LowNDEB  adfocaled  his  ptopoaitioB,  aad  op- 
poeed  tlte  unecdmettt  o9er^  to  il,  at  considoaUe 
length. 

Mr.  PiHDAij^  mored  to  i«fer  the  woeat  pcopa- 
sitiona,  .together  with  his  molioii  of  tke  1st  ultimo 
coiteerniiig  atenofTMbera,  tm.,  to  tbe  CMnmitiee 
of  Elections,  to  consider  and  report  thcseon.  This 
motion  was  loM. 

Mr.  Hafdolpb  then  uoved  tbe  indefinite  post- 
poneBKBt  of  the  whole  subject. 

On  this  motion  a  debate  of  newly  three  houm 
contiaiunoe  took  place,  in  which  tbe  meriUof  the 
original  propoNtion  were  chiefly  discnssed.    Mr. 
Rahdolph  spoke  an  hour  and  a  half  agMoat  ikt    . 
proposition  as  subm tiled  by  Mr.  Lonnima.    ' 


Hes«K.  Woon,  Ci^abek,  and  Soutbabd. 

The  queslioQ  on  Ihe  po8tp(»>emeU  Waa  nega- 
tiTed--yeaB  70,  nays  74. 

Mr.  RARDOf-fB  then,  willing  lo  kl  ihe  origiQftl 
motion  aiasd  or  fall  on  its  own  tneriia,  withdrew 
his  amendment. 

Al^  aame  fsTther  debate,  in  wbich  Mean. 
JoBHaos  ftnd  Bkowh  oppoaed  tbe  propo«ition,aad 
Mcaars.CooKsnd  BBuaa  advocated  it,  cbe^ueBlMm 
was  atated  on  agreeing  to  tha  motion,  iniho  fol- 
lowing wordi : 

■And  if  any  member  ahall  not  confine  himadf  to  tbe 
qneatiou  OBMr  debate,  and  aha)l  b«  eaDad  to  order. 
If  tb«  dadaioa  ofthe  Spaakar  of  tha  Haoaa  upon  ap- 
peal, be  afaioBl  the  nambar  thu  daviating  froH  tha 
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And  it  WR*  decided  ia  the  negttire,  bf  yeu  and 

VkV*— Uow*.  Hub*,  Allan  of  Naw  York,  Ad. 
denati,  Baldwin,  BiMinflcU,  Boden,  Brnah,  BnlSn), 
Campball,  Caanon,  Cuae.CUfk,  Cocks,  Cook.  CiowaJI, 
Cnlpcpar,  DaTlington,  Danaiion,  Uowitt,  DickioaMi, 
Dowaa,  Edwwdi  of  CoqDocticDl,  Foliar,  Fu liar,  Sn»t 
of  PaDQijhiDia,  Hacklar,  Hall  of  JMaw  York,  Han- 
dricka.  Hill,  Rook*,  KandaU,  Kiaain,  Lathtoi^  Linn. 
LiicTDiora,  Lowndea,  Maclaj,  McCioaiy,  Mallary, 
Maaon,  Maeeh,  8.  Moore,  MonaU,  Ovantract,  Parker 
of  Maaiachuwltf,  Pitcher,  Pluoiei',  fiankio.  RobertioD, 
Bogen,  Sergeaot,  Simkina,'  Sloan,  Smith  of  New 
Jerwj,  Smith  of  Nocth  CaniUna,  Soulhard,  Stavcni, 
Tompkina,  Upham,  Wallace,  Whituan,  and  Wood 
—68. 

NAia — Mcaaia.  Abbot,  AlBiander,  Archer  of  Marj- 
lanil,  Arcber  of  Virginia,  BartMUr,  Bajlj,  Bnnrn, 
Bryan,  Button,  BarwrtI,  BbIIot  of  New  Hampahtie, 
Bntlai  of  Loaiaiana,  Clagatt,  Cobb,  Craft*.  CariimaB, 
Cnthberl,  DandaoD,  Earte,  Edward*  of  Pann^ltania, 
Bdww4i  of  North  OaMlini,  Plo;d.  Ford,  Fonaat,  Fnl- 
Isitwi,  Qamatt,  Guyon,  Hall  of  North  CaratiBa.  Har- 
din, H*Hid,  Hampkill,  Hibthaan,  Hakler,  Holmaa, 
HoateMar,  Jiduiaon,  liiocobi,  Lynaa,  HgCot,  McLana 
ofDelanare,  McLean  of  itantuckj,  MarehsDd,  M«ic«). 
Metcalt  K.  Mooro,  Morton,  Hurra;,  Naale,  Nelaoo  of 
Maaaachuwtta,  NbIiod  of  Vi/ginia,  Newlon,  Parkaiof 
Viigisia,  I'Bttanon.  Phalpa,  Pbiboii.  Piodall,  Quarlea, 
Randolph,  Read,  Shea,  Richtrda,  Richmond,  Ringgold, 
Rom,  Rum,  Sampaon,  Beltle,  Shaw.  Slocumb,  B. 
Smith  of  Virginia,  A.  Snyth  of  Virginia,  Sioni, 
Strong  of  Vermont,  SlrMher,  Bwearingen,  Tarr,  Taj- 
ior,  Terrell,  Tamlinaon,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  Virginii, 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler.  Warfield,  Wendo- 
Ter,  William*  of  Virginia,  and  William*  of  North  Car- 
olina—87. 

MoNDAi',  Maich  6. 
Kb.  Rhea,  from  the  CoDunittee  on  Pentions 
and  RevoIaliDnBTf  Claims,  reported  a  bill  to  pco- 
vide  for  contiauing  in  fotce  ^witliout  linui)  the  act 
to  pioTide  fof  persoM  disabled  bf  known  wounds 
recaved  in  the  Revolationaiy  war.  The  bill  alao 
contains  a  provbion  reqoiring  Ot»  ageats.for  pay- 
ing p«niioiu  10  gire  bond  in  95,000  each,  for  the 


faithful  performance  of  the  dabes 

than.'  It  was  propoaed  that  liiis.biU  be  rorthwitfa 


■Ooined  upon 


oideied  to  be  engrosaed  for  a  third  readiag;  but 
that  coune  was  overruled,  and  tlis  bill  was  refer- 
red to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Shitb,  of  Maryland,  from  ilie  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was  recommitted 
the  tall  ifi  addition  to  the  several  acts  f«  the  es- 
tabli!>haient  and  regulation  of  the  Treasury,  War, 
and  Ngvy  Departments,  repOTted  the  same,  with 
an  amendment ;  which,  togethv  .with  the  said  bill, 
was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee- of  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Joseph  Bruce,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for 
his  relief;  wbich  bill  wa*  read  twice,  and  com 
ted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whoje  to-morrow. 


Mr.  WiLLiAHa,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  leUef  of  Bowie  and  Kurtz, 
and  others,"  made  a  report  thereon,  tecommendiog 
that  the  said  bill  be  po«tpon«d  indefinitely. — Laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  HaoES,  from  the  commitiee  appointed  on 
the  subject,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ann 
Mclotire,  widow  and  administratrix  of  Andrew 
Mjclutire,  deceased;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 

Mr.  Slocdub  submitted  amolution, authorizing 
the  President  of  the  Seuale  and  Speaker  of  the 
Howe  of  Represetitatives  to  close  this  session  by' 

adjoummentofth^r  respective  Houses  on  the 

day  of next.     And,  at  the  instance  of  the 

mover,  the  said  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Cocu  sutanitled  for  twnaideiation  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

EetoiKd,  That  the  Commitlae  «t»-NanI  AflUra  be 


Mr.  CooKB  made  a  fewTemarks,  in  the  course  of 
which  he  staled  bis  object  to  be  to  efleci  a  reduc- 
tion of  ezpena^  by  a  rednetioB  in  the  number  of- 
offieers  of  the  Navy,  so  as  to  proportion  them  more 
equally  to  the  number  of  vessels  in  commissiea. 
It  was  to  this  point  only  that  he  wished  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Naval  Committee. 

The  House  having  agreed  to  consider  the  mo- 
tion, by  a  vote  of  67  to  63,  it  was  then,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  LowNUEs,  with  the  conaent  of  the  mover, 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  it  was  then 

Retalad,  That  the  Secretarjr  of  War  be  direct- 
ed to  rcpgit  to  this  Motue  copies  of  all  contracts 
which  have  been  made  for  the  boildiqg  or  repair- 
ing fortifications,  arsenals,  or  magazines,  since  the 
year  1815;  and  also  that  he  report  the  amount  of 
moneys  actually  paid,  to  whom,  and  ^ben,  and 
wjieCher  public  notice  was  actually  given  of  Said 
contracts,  and  what  surety  was  given,  in  what 
amount,  and  whether  the  surety  is  still  solvent; 
and  whether  the  contracts  have  been  faithfully 
.performed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McCos,  the  Conuoittee  on 
Private  Land  Claims  were  instructed  to  tqquife 
into  the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law.  far  the 
location  of  unsatisfied  warrants,  (issued  to  the 
troops  of  the  Virginia  State  line,  for  .services  dur- 
ing the  Revolutionary  war^)  on  some  of  the  unap- 
propriated lands  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rahkin,  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  were  ioatrucied  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  establishioga  port  of  ai  try  at  the  movth 
of  Pearl  river,  in  the  Slate  of  Misaitsippi. 

Mr.  PiNDALL  moved  that  the  House  do  now  |^- 
ceed  to  consider  the  .rescduiton  submitted  by  nim 
on  the  1st  of  Febrnarr  last,  proixicinc  an  amend- 
ment to  the  rules  of  itie  House,  in  reklion  to  the 
admission  of  stencMrrapbers  within  the  Hall.  And, 
on  the  qutttion.  Will  the  House  now  proceed  to 
consider  the  said  resolution?  it  wa*  dtfermined  in 
the  nqative. 


Digni2 
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Mr.  BflUBB  moved  dist  the  Houk  do  now  pro- 
ceed to  coasidet  the  resolution  nibmitted  bf  nim 
on  the  23d  ultimo^  proposing  bd  intjuiiy  into  tbe 
expediency  of  designating  and  marking  the  north- 
ef  a  boundary  of  the  State  of  Ohio.  And,  on  the 
question,  Will  tfae'House  now  proceed  to  consider 
the  said  resolution?  it  was  determined  in  the  n^- 
«ti»e. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  in 
addition  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  net  rt^uleting  the 
Post  Office  Establishment,"  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

NAVY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Tbe  House  then  resolred  itself  into  a  Commit' 
lee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  making  appropnia- 
tions  tot  tbe  sopiMrt  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States  for  Ihe.eurrent  year. 

On  this  bill  a  rather  mteresting  but  desulurv  de- 
bate took  [dace,  which  employe  tbe  time  of  the 
Committee  till  past  four  o'clock.  The  apeaken 
were,  in  succenion,  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Maryland, 
JoHNBOM,  Sronia,  Ci^y,  Lowhdeb,  Triubls, 
Meios,  Foot.  Silsbee,  Cobb,  and  Fitlleh. 

Towards  tne  elose  of  the  debate,  Mr.  Clat 
moved  that  "  it  be  Tecommended  to  tbe  House  to 
recommit  to  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  ajid  Means 
the  bill  entitled,  &c.,  (the  appropriation  bill,) 
vith  instruciionn  to  prepare  tbe  same  in  reference 
to  an  occasional,  instead  of  a  permanent  employ- 
ment of  the  squadron  in  the  MediterTaneen." 

After  debate,  this  motion  was  negatived, and  the 
Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bul,  with  thefot* 
lowing  appropriations  therein,  viz : 

For  paj  ind  anbHitaDca  of  the  ftflieen,  aai  pay  of 
the  Mtmen,  9BSS,»S0. 

For  praniuoni  9416,187. 

For  medidnts,  boapttal  itorei,  and  ill  expense*  on 
account  of  tbe  sick,  inchidinB  the  marine  eoipa, 
#30,000. 

For  repairs  oTtcmcIi,  $484,000. 

FoT  caotiOKeat  exp«asei,  $140,000. 

ForimproTsineDtoInsTy  yard*,  docks,  and  wharies, 

Kkj  of  iDperin  ten  dents,  •ton-ksepors,  clarki,  and  tk- 
>iera,  {100,000. 

For  p>7  and  aubuatsnee  of  the  marina  corps, 
»177.3M. 

For  ckitUng  the  same,  93T,S0S. 
For  military  siorw,  (1,000. 

Vfji  the  coDtingent  expenses  of  the  same,  (SO, 000. 
And,  before  considering  the  same,  the  House 
k^jonrned. 

TcKSBAT,  March  7. 
Mr.  SiLSBEB,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  suspending,  for  a  limited  time,  so  mnch 
of  the  standing  appropriation  of  $1,000,000  for  the 
increase  of  the  Navy  as  may  be  consistent  with  tbe 
public  savicB,  dtc.,  made  a  report,  the  purport  of 
which  is,  that,  after  due  inquiry,  taey  believe  that 
true  economy  and  the' best  interests  of  the  nation 
are  opposed  to  a  suspension,  even  for  a  limited 
time,  of  any  portion  of  tbe  sum  moually  appropri- 
ated for  the  gradual  increase  of  the  Nav  y ;  and  that 
they  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  where  anjr 


essential  reduction  can  be  made  in  the  expenses  of 
tbe  Navy,  without  reducing  tbe  establishment 

The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury,  encJoeins  the  infor- 
mation required  by  the  reooiulion  of,  tne  SOtb  of 


January  last,  of  the  a] 


It  of  fines,  nenaltin,  and 


forfeitures,  imposedj  levied,  and  collected,  i 
District  of  Columbia,  by  order  of  the  circuit  court 
of  the  United  States  for  said  Dinrict,  for  each 
year,  from  the  year  1801  to  1919;  which  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  tbe  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before tbeHouse another let- 

r  from  the  Secreti 
ting  statements  shot 
tbe  United  States  on  the  25tb  of  Febtuary,  1819, 
the  27lh  of  May,  and  the  29lh  of  November  last, 
made  in  obedience  to  tbe  refolutioo  of  the  3d  in- 
stant ;  which  was  also  ordered  to  lie  an  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
the  SecTelary  of  War,  on  the  p^ition  of  William 
Lawrence;  which  was  re«d,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  Uble. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Woddbbiimjib,  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  making  provision  for  Ihe  more 
convenient  execution  of  tbe  laws  within  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Michigan. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Alleh,  of  New  York,  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  tbe  expediency  of  building  a  lighthouse 
at  or  near  the  mouth  of  Genesee  river,  on  Lake 
Ontario. 

Mr.  PiHDALL  moved  that  the  House  do  now  pro- 
ceed to  consider  tbe  resoluiion  submitted  by  him 
on  the  let  of  February  last,  propoiting  en  amend- 
ment to  tbe  rules  of  the  House  in  relation  to 


to  consider  the  said  resolution?  it  it 
in  the  n^ative. 

Mr.  Sloccmb  moved  that  tbe  House  do  i 
consider  the  joint  resolution  submitted  by  bim  yes- 


terday, to  fix  a  day  for  the 


of  the 


pre- 


sent session  of  Congress.  And,  on  the  question, 
WiU  the  House  proceed  to  consider  tbe  said  reso- 
lution'? it  WW  also  determined  in  tbe  negative. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  tbe  bill  from  this 
House,  entitled  '(An  set  to  provide  for  taking  the 
fourth  census,  or  enumeration  of  tbe  inhabitants 
of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes,"  with 
amendments. 

The  have  also  passed  bilb  of  the  following  ti- 
tles, viz: 

An  act  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
issue  letters  patent  to  Richard  Wilcox;  An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Francis  B.  Lan^ille ;  and  An  act  for 
the  relief  of  John  Pelleti;  m  Which  amendments 
and  bills  they  ask  tbe  concurrence  of  this  House. 
NAVY  APPBppR[ATI0N8. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  tbe  Whole,  OB 
the  bill  making  the  annual  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  (he  Nary. 
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Mr.  Cobb  moTtd  to  tecommit  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  with  instriKtioB* 
so  to  amend  it,  as  to.  reduse  the  appropriation  for 
(Terr  biaoch  of  the  service  one-fourth. 

Tnis  motion  produced  adebate,  in  the  course  of 
which  it  was  supported  by  tbe  morer,  and  Messrs. 
Warfield  and  Cdlpepbb,  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
SuiTH,  of  Maryland,  Smith,  oi  North  Carolina, 
Trimble,  JoBHS OH,  Foot,  Hoijieb,  Wood,  and 

LOWNDEB. 

Mr.  Johnson,  desirous  to  postpone  this  and  the 
other  appropriation  bills  until  the  amount  of  the 
deficit  in  toe  Tretimry  was  ascertained,  and  the 
deficit  supplied,  moved  to  strike  cut  the  proposed 
instroction  to  the  committee,  so  as  to  leave  the 
question  one  of  teeommitmenl  loerety.  This  nio- 
tion  wfts  negatived. 

The  question  was,  then  taken  on  Mr.  Cobb'b 
motioB,  and  negatived,  IS  or  20  members  only 
riang  in  favor  of  it. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  was 
then  agreed  J^  and  the  bill,  as  it  sUnds,  was  or- 
da«d  to  be  ragrossed  for  « third  reading. 

Wednebdat,  Match  8. 

Mr.  Cahpuli^  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Jeremiah  and 
David  Hunt,  and  Jos^h  Forman,  made  a  report 
thereon,  accompanied  by  a  bill  fbr  the  relief  ortke 
beirs  of  Abiiah  Hunt  and  William  Gordon  For- 
min  ;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and .  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Bilta  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  to 
wit:  1.  An  act  authorixing the  Secretary  cf  State 
to  is-HUe  letters  patent  to  Richard  Wilcox :  3.  An 
aet'for  the  relief  of  Francis  B.  Languitle;  and 
3.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Peltetl ;  were 
seretally  read  twice,  and  referred,  the  first  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which  is  committed 
the  hill  of  this  House  of  the  same  title,  and  the 
two  latter  to  tbe  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  amendroeDts  proposed  b^  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  taking  the 
fourth  ceostts  or  enumeration  of  the  inhahitsnts  of 
the  United  States,  hod  for  other  porposes,"  were 
read,  and  coDCorred  in  by  the  House. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  mBking  ap- 

GDprialion   for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the 
nited  StBtea  for  tbe  year  18S0,"  was  read  Ae 
tbird  time,  and  passed. 

MILITABV  APPROPRIATIONS. 
Tbe  Hooxa  then  resolved  itself  into  tt  Commit- 
tee of  tbe  Whole,  on  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  Military  BstaUishment 
of  the  United  Ststes. 

[To  the  same  Committee  was  to-day  referred 
'  tbe  bill  "respecting  the  Military  Establish ment'p 
Tbe  last  mentioned  bill  was  first  taken  up,  and, 
having  been  read — 

Mr.  Cahmon  moved  to  strike  out  all  tbe  first 
section  of  the  bill  eice[^iogthe  enacting  olause, 
and. in  li^  thereof  to  insert  the  following: 

■■Thiit  Ibe  Hilitsrj  Posce  Eitabtnhment  of  the 
Vaited  Slates  shsllcansiit  of  sodt 


ler;,  aDgineer*,  in&ntr;  ind  riflemen,  as  the  President 
of  the  United  States  shiU  judge  proper  to  rstsin  in 
•er*ice,iiat  sxoBading  io  the  wbolS, incUiilinK  officers, 
naD'CommissioDed  officers  sod  privsies,  five  tboeisad." 
Mr.  Cannon  said,  he  had  submitted  this  propo- 
sition to  the  consideration  of  the  Committee,  under 
the  presumption  that  we  would  continue  to  enjov 
the  relations  of  peace  and  tranquillity  with  all 
nations  with  whom  we  had  any  kind  of  inlerGOUTse. 
This  he  had  pre^med  from  the  silence  of  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  on  the  subject. 
He  himself  had,  as  yet,  seen  no  piobahility  otthis 
country's  being,  in  any  short  time,  involved  in 
waf  with  any  nation,  althongh  he.  had  not  in- 
quired of  the  Committee  of  Foreisn  Hetatioos  to 
know  what  infwrmatioa  they  had,  or  what  opin- 
ions ihey  might  entertain,  as  respected  the  relation 
of  this  country  with  any  foreign  Power.  He  said 
it  might  appear  a  little  astomshing  to  the  people 
of  this  countrr  that,  notwithstanding  the  vast 
revenue  that  had  been  brought  into  the  public 
Treasury,  from  various  sources,  since  the  termina- 
tion of  tne  late  war,  to  find  that  we  are  unable  to 
meet  the  current  demands  against  the  Govern- 
ment; that  soch  has  been  the  extravagance  of  our 
public  ex[>enditures  on  this  Military  Establish- 
ment, as  well  as  others  equally  as  useless  or  unne- 
cessary, that  there  now  seems  to  be  a  deficit  to  the 
amount  of  five  millions  of  dollars,  and  this  loo 
dnriog  a  time  when  we  are  enjoying  the  moet  per- 
fect peace  and  boosted  prosperity.  .  This  seems  to 
he  admitted  by  all  to  be  the  situation  in  which  we 
are  now  placed.  We  must  borrowiaoney  or  issue 
Treasury  note*,  either  of  which  is  an  increase  of 
the  public  debt,  or  lay  taxes  on  the  people,  nather 
of  which  he  was  willing  to  do  to  keep  op  an  army 
that  was  wholly  utinecessary  dtiriog  a  time  of 

Sir  said  he,  this  state  «f  ihinga  is  what  I  have 
long  since  anticipated.  It  is  what  I  knew  must 
happen  in  consequeiice  of  tbe  course  of  policy  that 
bas  Deen  pnrsued,  and  it. was  to  avoid  this  state  of 
things  that  he  had  advocated  tbe  reduction  of  the 
Army  to  five  thousand,  immediately  after  tbe  re- 
tutn  of  peace.  He  said  he  then  had  the  honor  of 
a  seat  in  the  House,  and  it  wOuld  be  recollected 
by  all  those  who  were  also  members  at  the  lime 
he  alluded  to,  that  the  reduction  was  then  carried 
in  the  House  of  Representative  down  as  low  as 
tbe  number  he  now  proposed.  The  Senate,  how* 
ever,  lefiued  to  reduce  it  lower  than  fifteen  thoQ- 
■and,  and  that  it  was  ultimately  settled  and  left  at 
ten  tboosand,  by  way  of  what  is  called  a  compro- 
mise between  tbe  two  Houses.  He  said  he  had 
again  felt  it  it  his  duty  to  make  an  effcMl  to  rednee 
the  regular  Army  of  the  United  States  while  a 
member  of  the  Fourteenth  Congress.  Indeed,  be 
had  always  been  opposed  to  a  large  standing  army 
in  time  of  peace.  He  did  not  thieve  tbe  regular 
Army  could  be  called  the  main  strength  of  the 
couiitry,  at  anv  time.  He  hoped  it  never  would 
be  thought  so  by  Uie  people  of  this  Oovemment 

Sir,  said  he^  I  cannot  believe  that  the  red'uctlon 
of  tbe  Army,  m  time  of  peace,  is  diminishing  the 
strength  of  the  Government ;  but,  oo  tbe  contrary, 
be  boieved  it  wotdd  incmtae  its  atreiigtli  and  in- 
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sue  it*  permnracf.  This  OaTcrnmnit,  he  said, 
was  formed  by  the  people ;  it  was  nuule  for  the 
bcD^t  of  alL  and  Dot  a.  fnr,  wko  may  obtain 
offices  undw  it ;  and  it  is  to  the  peofde  coropoting 
the  GoTerDinent  that  yon  aie  to  look  in  time  of 
dan^ger — to  the  militia  of  the  States  and  of  the 
Uoited  Stale*;  and,  to  Icttg  as  yon  iclain  this 
Gav«miieiit  in  its  ariffinal  purity,  jmt  w  long 
will  it  be  uin>OTMd  ana  defended  by  cIm  peo^  i 
bat  vhenerer  yon  abandon  th««e  principles  the 
people  vlU  abandon  jou.  Sir,  you  never  can  loofe 
to  any  other  loaTee  for  the  protection  and  deftnoe 
of  this  GoTemment.  You  have  looked  to  ike 
people  heretofore  in  limes  of  war,  or  difficulty,  apd 
aan^,  aad  you  never  have  loioked  to  them  in 
vain,  and  I  Tenture  nothing  when  1  wy  you  naver 
will  look  to  them  in  vam. 

He  Mid  he  would  not  inquire  into  the  oapaeity 
of  the  country  to  Mipport  igcii  an  army  at  we  now 
had,  Rx  that  was  not  the  ftopei  inqairy  to  be 
toMt.  He  nid  the  proper  toquiry  on  this  aatiiect 
wna,  whether  oi  not  sneh  an  aimy  was  oeeeanry 


n  aimy 
for  tbegoodoflhecmnUyin  tiine  of  peace' 
woold  He  titqiiite  wbat  ww  to  be  the  ainutiaa  of 
tfaoM  who  wwe  lo  be  dishaoded  fr<Mn  the  seiriee 
in  the  event  the  reduction  he  proposed  should  be 
made.  He  wait  on  the  ground  that  the  QoTon- 
ment  shootd  retain  no  peraon  in  service,  in  any 
office,  that  was  entirely  unneocssary.  When  it 
became  necessary  the  Govemnmt  md  a  right  to 
call  into  its  service  any  individual,  indeed  ever^ 
one,  and  none  GhouU  be  reMined  longer  than  their 
servicee  were  neeeesary.  Because  some  of  the 
offiocfi  of  the  Anay  would  be  left  oat  of  the  putv 
lic  employment,  and  would  be  thrown  into  a  wone 
sitiulian  than  they  now  enjoy,  is  not  an  argimicnt 
with  me  sufficient  to  retain  thb  eiqicnsive  and 
useless  establishment.  Had  this  reduction  beMi 
made  at  the  tune  he  always  thonght  it  ou^t  to 
have  been  made — on  the  return  of  peace — or  even 
afterwards,  when  he  himself  hod  proposed  it,  we 
tbould  have  avoided  the  stale  of  thing*  that  we 
Me  now  eompeUed  to  nteet—the  resort  lo  loans, 
Tieaaury  notes,  or  taxes ;  neitiiet  of  which  he,  for 
one,  wu  williBg  to  adopL  Uia  coone  of  poU 
tey,-  in  tiisei  of  peaee,  he  said,  was  to  retrench 
the  expenditures  until  he  brought  them  enxirely 
within  the  means  of  the  revenue  of  the  eonntry. 
This  be  would  do,  net  odv  by  reducing  the  Army, 
but  there  were  other  eetablishmenU  also,  on  whin 
he  woidd  retrench,  and  Eocae  of  which  he  would 
afaolisfa.  He  alluded  to  the  Military  Academy  at 
West  Point,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  on  which 
the  OovenmiMt  had  already  expended  miUioiH  of 
money  for  the  benefit  of  a  few  bvoritet  of  thp 
moet  wealthy  of  oar  oonntry. 

Mr.  Chairman,  vre  all  know  that  an  individual, 
a  citizen,  a  planter,  or  fanner,  of  your  country, 
who  expends  largely  every  year  over  and  above 
the  amoimt  he  reuly  makes,  19  in  the  broad  road 
to  ruin  and  bankruptcy,  and  so  it  is  with  a  gov- 
nnment  I  can  perceive  no  difference,  more  enpe- 
eially  daring  a  time  of  peace  aad  tranquillity, 
when,  instead  of  running  mote  and  more  in  debt, 
aa  We  have  done,  we  ought  to  be  endeavorkiB,  as 
speedily  a*  posoible,  (0  pay  off  the  pahlie  iiAM 


we  have  already  inemned  during  a  state  of  war. 
But,  Ur.  C.  said  while  he  mtered  his  most  sol- 
emn protest  against  the  doctrine  of  standiag  At- 
oiies,  in  time  c?  peaecf  he  wonld  also  beg  leave  to 
say,  that  be  had  entertained  some  doubts  and  fears 
tetpecting  the  couise  of  policy  we  were  pntming 
in  regard  te  our  Nary.  He  had,  he  taid,  in  com- 
mon  not  only  with  the  members  of  Conaress,  bat 
also  with  the  people  of  the  whole  tlnit^  Sttie^ 
yielded  to  the  impulse  which  had  been  given  (itnd 
which,  he  believed,  was  yet  in  a  great  degree  tell) 
by  the  nony  gallant  and  vloriotis  achievements 
which  bad  been  acqaired  1^  that  species  of  oar 
force  during  the  late  war.  So  great  was  its  infin- 
ence  at  that  time,  that  he  believe^  there  was  not  a 
single  individual'  in  Congress,  sod  he  kneW  of 
none  anywhere  else  who  raised  their  voke  a^inst 
a  rapid  iDcrewe  of  the  Navy.  He  said  he  himself 
had  given  his  voice  matt  cordially  in  fiivor  of  the 
measure  appropriating  eight  milliDaB  to  the  in- 
crease of  the  Nary,  to  be  applied  to  its  increase  at 
tfaetateofoMe<miUian  each  year.  But,  since  then, 
he  had  often  been  led  to  doubt  the  policy  of  th« 
course  that  he  himself!  as  well  as  others,  had  pur- 
sued in  r^ard  10  our  Navy,  which  he  believed,  to 
a  certain  extent,  would  always  befetmd  useful  to 
the  country,  r 

He  said  be  nwst  decidedly  ooacurred  with  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Geeroie,  (Mr.  Cobb,) 
in  some  of  the  vietrs.  he  took  while  speaking  on 
this  sutgeot  yestwday ;  he  feared  we  were  inciea*- 
ing  the  establishment  too  i^dly.  He  thou|;htit 
probably  would  have  been  better  in  the  end,  tf  the 
application  of  this  eight  milli(»8  to  the  increase  of 
the  navy  had  been  more  gradunL  He  said  he  was 
not  now  opposed  to  the  amount  that  was  appro- 
priated ;  he  was  in  favor  of  that  sum  at  that  time, 
and  was  yet  j  but  he  ^aght,  if,  instead  of  apply- 
ing it  in  eight  yean,  a*  was  then  determined  oh, 
it  had  been  Bf^plied  to  the  same  objeot  in  twelve  or 
siitecoyeartjit  would  have  been  better.  He  nthv 
thouchi  that  five  hundred  thousand  doUata  a  yew 
would  have  been  sufficimt  to  kee^  |moe  with  the 
wealth  and  population  of  our  country.  But,  said 
he,  in  Di«king  these  remark*.  I  mast  not  be  under- 
stood to  be  in  the  slightest  degree  opposed  to  this 
esiabUshment,  or  to  its  increase  in  such  vray  a*  is 
commensurate  with  the  means  c^  out  cuiutfry. 
This  would  be  my  course  of  pcdioy.  The  other 
course  which  vre  have  oU  been  pursuing,  is,  I  fear, 
to  result  in  the  mpst  fatal  consequences.  Its  lapia 
increase  will  soon  bring  it  lo  that  size  which  would 
make  it  burdensome  to  ibe  natioD,  and  a  perma- 
nent system  of  taxation  mast  then  be  resorted  to 
in  order  to  snpport  it.  This,  he  believed,  would 
not  be  borne  by  the  people  very  cheerfidly  in  timed 
of  peace,  however  willing  they  are  to  bear  any 
burdens  m  time  of  wat  Nor,  sir,  said  be,  am  1 
prepared  to  say  that  the  people  of  the  United  States 
ought  to  submit  to  great  buidans  of  taxation  in 
times  of  peace,  to  keep  up  an  overgrown  and  ex- 
pensive establishment  of  any  kind  for  defence  in 
timeof  war.  He  thonght  the  people  of  the  United 
States  ought  .to  lo<^  to  themselves,  as  their  ovrn 
defenders,  and  their  eonntry's  deftuders  too,  in 
timeof  war.  Hethoughtthatanyeouraeof  polic7 
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■  calculated  to  draw  the  altention  of  the 


force  to  be  eotirelf  relied  on  for  defence 
WW,  was  a  daD^uuus  and  ufisafe  policy,  contrary 
to  the  Toy  principles  of  our  Kovemmeni,  and  onght 
never  to  be  attempted  I o  beheld  out  to  the  people. 
The  Qovernment,  he  said,  was  formed  for  the 
benefit  of  the  people;  therefore,  its  preseryatioij 
aiul  defence  must  rest  in  their  hands ;  and  while 
he  always  admitted  ibeutiliiy  ofa  navy,  and  even 
a  regolai  arm^  as  an  aoxiliary  force,  he  nerer  had 
viewed  either,  or  both  combined  togethei,  to  be 
svffijilent  to  be  coniidered  the  main  reliance  for 
defence. 

Sir,  stid,  he,  myvoorse  of  policy,  as  regaids  the 
reffolkT  army,  is  to  retain  in  serrice  a»  few  as  po»- 
dole  duiitig  «  state  of  peace.  Indeed,  I  beliere  we 
conld  do  without  any  much  better  than  we  could'' 
'with  an  oTergrowni  expensive  eatabliahment  of 
this  kind,  nolwithetaQding  I  am  wftling  to  retain 
as  much  of  the  army  as  is  necessary  to  oocnpy 
those  forts  and  ^iHschie  or  fortifications,  where  our 
anns  and  munitions  of  war  oaght  to  be  bept  and 
taken  care  of.  I  mysdf  am  induced  to  beLieyethat 
three  thoiuand,  properly  dtslribnted  and  properly 
kept  employed,  would  he  am]^  sufficient  for  this 
ptirpoac.  But  1  «m,  bowtever,  willing  to  retain  five 
thennnd,  in  order  ■to  conform  to  the  views  of  olhor 
KCatlenMn,  'whose  experience  and  information  on 
Uiia  nibjuot  is  much  greater  than  my  oini ;  and  I 
beUere  it  i>  not  in  the  power  of  any  gentleman  to 
show  that  a  greater  number  than  are  thousand  is 
at  aU  necessary  in  time  of  peace. 

Sir,  said  he,  I  cannot  give  in  to  the  doctrine  that 
we  must  keep  up  this  r^ular  army  of  ten  thou- 
sand in  time  of  peace,  in  order  to  acquire  or  keep 
up  military  leience.  I  think  it  would  be  better, 
and  a  much  more  correct  course  of  policy  for  us 
to  pursue,  if  We  undertake  to  teach  military  sci- 
ence, and  to  expend  diis  enormous  amount  of 
money  for  that-opject  that  we  should  eipend  it 
aaioagst  the  militia  officers  of  the  United  Stat^ 
where  the  science  dtey  might  acquire  at  public 
expense  'Wosld  be  diffused  through  the  whole  mass 
of-  the  people,  which  cannot  nor  will  not  be  the 
case  by  retaining  your  r^olar  armv.  Heretofore 
the  Genei^  Oovenment  has  paid  tut  little  atten- 
tion to  the  militia.  Indeed,  it  may  be  said  they 
have  been  almost  entirely  n^lected:  no  moneys 
have  beat  expended  to  teach  them  military  science, 
nOT  will  it  be  doite,  as  I  believe,  so  long  as  this 
resolar  army  is  made  the  peculiar  favorite  on 
which  we  determine  to  expend  so  much  of  the 
pablin  money. 

He  said  be  did  not  like  to  see  the  growth  of  a 
regular  army  fostered  and  cherished  by  nis  country, 
in  the  manner  it  had  been.  He  referred  to  the  ex- 
tent of  that  army  in  the  year  1803,  and  compared 
it  with  what  it  is  at  this  time^  from  which,  hesaid, 
we  might  readily  estimate  its  growth  in  time  to 
come;  for,  said  he,  we  may  expect  often  to  be 
threatened  'with  wars,  and  sometimes  to  be  actu- 
ally involved  in  'war  with  some  of  the  rarioils  for- 
eign Powers  with  whom  we  have  intercotirsc ;  and, 
if  every  war  is  to  leave  this  burden  on  us,  of  an 
ioeteued  regular  army,  to  be  supported'  Id  peace, 
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may  soon  e^tect  our  Qovemment  to  leave  en- 
tirely its  first  principles,  and  become  as  expensive 
and  oppressive  as  the  Governments  of  Europe; 
and,  rest  assured,  sir,  said  he,  that,  in  tbe  same  pro-, 
portion  that  you  increase  the  burdens  on  the  peo- 


ple,^ even  though  you  may  do  it  under  the  p 
of  its  being  necessary  for  their  good,  or  lo 
safety,  in  the  same  degree  you  will  destroy  that 


er  the  pretenci 

}d,  or  for  theii 


zealous  attachment  anH  devotion  to  the  Oovem- 
which  has  been  so  eminently  displayed  in 
many  sections  of  the  .United  Stales,  during  the 
late  contest  we  have  had  with  a  foreign  Power. 

I  lay  it  down  as  a  correct  principle,  that  that 
Qovemment  which  secures  to  its  citizens  liberty 
and  independence  on  the  cheapest  terms  is  the  best, 
and  always  'will  be  held  in  the  highest  estimation' 
by  the  superior  intelligence  of  the  people  of  this 
covntry.  It  'will  always  secure  to  itself  the  at- 
tachment of  the  people ;  and,  however  necessary 
government  has  been  found,  it  is  only  good  to  a 
certain  extent,  and  too  much  of  it  is  'worse  than 

Sir,  said  he^  I  very  much  tegret'to  see  so  mani- 
fest a  disposition  in  faror  of  a  regular  army.  It 
was  calculated,  he  feared  to  prevent  any  retrench- 
ment on  this  establishment,  also  to  prevent  any 
thing  being  done  lo  give  arms  or  discipline  to  the 
militia,  oh  which  force  he  Would  always  rely  tor 
the  preservation  of  ouV  Government.  He  did  itot 
wish  to  induce  the  peo[^e  of  the  United  States  to 
look  to  any  other  force  for  defence  or  protection  ; 
he  wished  every  man  to  consider  himself  the  pro- 
tector and  defender  of  his  country ;  for  such,  he 
belieyed,  were  some  of  the  principles  on  which  our 
Government  had  been  formed^  and  such  were  the 
prineiples  he  wished  to  see  chenshed  and  preserved. 

Mr.  Chairman,  said  he,  in  deciding  what  ought 
to  be  the  extent  of  the  regular  army  in  lime  of 
peace,  I  will  not  look  at  all  to  a  state  of  war,  be- 
cause, in  such  a  state  of  a&irs,  any  regular  army 
we  conld  have  would  be  entirely  incompetent  to 
the  defence  of  the  country,  bowever  much  reliance 
might  be  placed  on  it  I  am  unwilling  to  rely  on 
it  my«etf,  and  I  know  the  people  of,  my  eonnfay 
are  uu'willin^  to  trust  their  liberty  to  any  force  of 
that  descriptioa.  They  think  it  much  safer  to  take 
tbe  weapons  of  war  into  their  own  bands,  when  it 
becomes  necessary,  and  become  their  own,  as  'well 
as  their  country's  defenders. 

These,  sir,  said  he,  are  some  of  the  views  which 
I  entertain  on  this  subject ;  and,  fully  aware  of 
every  feeling  that  would  altrays  be  excited  on  a. 
subject  of  its  kind  and  importance^  he  said  he  had 
felt  it  his  daty  to  submit  the  proposition  to  the  con- 
sideration' of  the  Home,  fully  impressed  'with  the 
moat  thorough  conviction  that  the  policy  and  in- 
terest of  our  country  r^nires  its  adc^tion. 

Mr.  Clay  avowed  himself  to  be  in  favor  of  re- 
dncing  the  Army,  in  preference  to  resorting  to 
taxes,  loans,  or  to  an  invasion  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  lo  meet  the  expenses  of  the  Qovemment — 
if,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Re- 
lations, the  attitude  of  the  country  shonid  not  be 
changed  to  that  of  war,  or  to  that  which  menace 
war.  Meanwhile,  he  was  disposed  not  to  act  on 
the  IhU  now  before  the  Comimttee,  but  to  defer  it 
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for  the  present,  foi  the  purpose  of  acting  on  the 
military  appropriation  bill.  If,  after  tbe  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  should  be 
made,  it  should  be  thought  expedient  to  reduce  the 
Atmv,  the  appropriations  would  shape  themselTes 
to  wnat  shouTd  be  the  actual  force  and  condition 
of  the  Military  EstaUishment.  He  therefore  moved 
to  lay  this  bill  on-  the  table,  with  a  view  to  take 
tip  the  appropriation  bill. 

The  question  was  taken  on  this  motion  without 
debate,  and  decided  in  the  affinnative. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  the  Military  Establishment,  for  the  current  year, 
was  then  taken  up. 

On  coming  to  ine  appropriation  for  the  support 
of  the  Military  Acadatay  for  the  present  year. 

Mr.  Cannon  spoke  at  some  length  against  this 
appropriation,  on  the  ^und  of  hostihiy  to  the 
institution  itself;  conceiving  that  the  monejr  levied 
by  taxea  on  the  people,  and  on  the  poor  as  well  as 
the  rich,  could  be  oetler  employed  than  on  the 
gratuitous  instruction  of  a  privileged  class  of  youth. 

Mr.  Bmith,  of  Ma^leind,  remarked,  that  the 
arguments  of  the  gentleman  would  well  apply  to 
a  proposition  to  abolish  this  ^stitution,  out  did 
not  apply  with  any  force  to  the  question  in  hand, 
which  was  not  the  establishmeiA  of  the  Academy, 
but  the  appropriation  of  money  to  defray  expenses 
alr^dy  authorized,  by  law. 

Mr.  Cannon  was  so  little  disposed  to  continne 
this  establish  men  I,  that  he  was  willing  to  arrest, 
or  at  least  to  reduce,  the  appropriation.  But,  in 
order  to  get  at  a  proposition  to  reduce  the  expense 
of  that  establisbment,  or  to  abolish  it,  Mr.  C. 
moved  to  lay  this  bill  on  the  table. 

After  some  observation  frooi  Mr.  Stbothbb  in 
opposition  to  this  motion,  the  question  was  taken 
thereon,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Cannon  had  proposed  a  sum  less  than  that 
moved  by  the  chairman  of  the  Comnuttee  of  Ways 
and  Means  for  tbe  support  of  the  Military  Acade- 
my. So  that  two  question^  were  presented  ;  the 
one  on  a  certain  sum  necessary  to  the  support  of 
the  academy  as  it  now  stands,  and  the  other  on  a 
less  sum.  The  question  "beiag  taken,  according 
to  usage,  on  the  largest  amount,  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative,  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Cahnqn  said,  he  had  entertaiaed  some 
doubts  on  the  policy  of  keeping  up  this  institution 
at  the  public  expense ;  that,  in  answer  to  a  resolu- 
tion which  he  had  introduced  in  the  early  ^t  of 
the  session,  some  information  bad  been  received 
from  the  War  Department,  from  which  he  had 
learnt  that  somethmg  like  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  was  pecessary  tor  this  insiitii 
the  present  year;  that  it  had  been  in  existence 
about  twenty  years,  during  &e  whole  of  wh  ich  time 
it  had  been  supported  put  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  it  had  already  cost  us  some 
millions  of  money.  This  he  said,  had  led  him  to 
mate  some  further  inquiry  about  this  expensive 
calablishment,  which  he  had  heard  it  said  was  of 
■o  much  public  utility;  and,  in  order  to  ascertain 
more  precisely  the  whole  amount  of  what  it  had 
already  cost,  and  also  the  exieni  of  public  good 
that  had  been  derived  from  it,  he  had  mtroduced  r 


second  resolution,  requiring  of  rii4  Secretary  of 
War  that  information  which  he  thought  neceasary 
to  enable  him  to  form  a  more  correct  opinion  re- 
specting the  benefits  that  had,  or  would  probably 
in  future,  accrue  to  this  nation,  by  continuing  to 
support  this  institution.  But  here,  be  regretted  to 
have  to  say,  he  bad  been  stopped  by  the  decision 
of  the  House,  which  bad  rejected  the  resoluci<m, 
and  thereby  prevented  any  further  iDformation  be- 
ing obtained  on  the  subject.  But,  Mr.  Chairman, 
said  he,  I  recollect  that  some  time  during  the  14th 
Congress,  an  boQoraUe  gentleman  from  Louisiana 
(Mr.  RoBGBTeON)  brought  before  this  House  a 
proposition,  the  object  of  which  was,  to  have  the 
orpnans  of  those  who  had  fallen  in  the  defence  of 
their  country  during  the  late  war,  educated  at  this 
Military  Academy,  in  preference  to  any  others.  I 
recollect  also  that  this  proposition  met  my  warmest 
approbation ;  and  I  well  remember  the  large  ma- 
jority by  which  it  was  at  the  same  time  rejected, 
and  the  benefits  still  retained  for  the  wealthy  part 
of  the  community,  who,  1  have  no  doubt,  are  at 
this  lime  dijoyinff  almost  exclusively  tbe  benefita 
and  advanlagesOT  this  imtitution-  Nor,  sir,  have 
I  yet  forgotten  that,  during  tbe  present  sesnaa,a 
.proposition  was  rejeoied,  which  I  had  eubmitted 
to  the  House,  to  obtain  some  further  support  and 

Cotection  to  the  orphans  and  widowsof  those  gal- 
at  men  who  have  fallen  in  defence  of  their 
country  during  the  late  war.  Thus,  sir,  you 
have  turited  your  back  on  the  hdpless  orphan 
of  your  country's  defender,  while  at  the  name 
time  you  are  voting  thousands  for  the  educa- 
tion of  the  sons  of  Uie  most  wealthy  part  of  the 
community;  men  who  are  able  to  educate  their 
sous  anywhere,  without  ihe  anistanceof  Qovern- 
ment.  Is  this  right,  1  aski  is  it  just?  is  it  not 
aristocracy,  of  the  rankest  order?  For  my  own 
part,  I  can  call  it  nothing  else.  He  said  he  had 
made  some  caleulalioni  from  tbe  little  information 
bewas  allowed  toobtainon  this  subject,  from  which 
it  would  appear  that  about  two  thousand  dollars  is 
bestowed  on  eaeh  of  the  cadets,  who  are  admitted 
to  this  academy,  and  receive  an  education,  when 
you  have  only  nven  the  helpless  orphan  of  the 
patriot,  whose  life  has  been  sr-"*:— '  —  ^■■-  ~>~~ 


try's  defence,  about  twenty  or  thirty  dollan  each, 
and  have  refused  to  give  more,  but  have  left  than 
to  perish  in  infancy,  or  be  supported,  as  is  the 
caae  in  many  instances  in  our  country,  by  the 
people  of  their  neighborhood.  Sir,  said  he,  what 
must  be.  the  feelings  of  the  patriot,  whose  blood 
has  flown  in  his  country's  cause,  when  he  shall 
look  back  on  this  state  of  things  1  Is  this  agree- 
able to  tbe  principles  on  which  this  Government 
was  foimded?  Is  it  agreeable  to  the  principles  on 
which  any  government  ought  ever  to.M  foundedl 
I  think  not,  said  he ;  on  the  contrary,  1  believe  it 
is  the  duty  of  this  Qovernment  to.  extend  siuport  - 
to'the  orphan  of  tbe  country's  defender,  untiT  that 
orphan  s^all  be  aUe  to  provide  its  own  meaiu  of 
support.  He  had  thought  the  Qovernment  was 
for  the  weak,  and  not  the  strong,  as  seems  now  to 
be  the  case.  I  have  asked,  said  he,  in  vsin,  to 
know  what  benefits  have  been  derived  by  this  Oov- 
ernment  fVom  this  expettsive  Military  Academy. 


Digni2 
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None  hare  been  able  to  point  them  oat.  If  you 
intend  to  leach  military  science,  it  is  here  only 
COnSaed  to  a  few,  "  a  privileged  order,"  in  our 
country,  who  never  will,  nor  neret  have  dissemi- 
nated BUT  of  that  iicieDce  amongst  the  general 
mass  of  t&e  people ;  and  certainly  it  will  not  be 
pretended  in  this  country  that  we  are  to  confine 
the  military  science  (o  such  narrow  Hmits ;  to  give 
it  to  a  few  favorites,  at  th^pubiic  expense,  ana  re- 
fuse it  to  all  others. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  C,  I  believe  that  our  Government 
has  been  pursuing  the  wrong  course  upon  this  sub- 
ject. The  military  science  that  has  beeii  taught 
at  public  expense,  he  said,  ought,  in  his  opinion, 
to  De  taught  to  the  offieers'iu  tne  militia,  from 
whom  it  would  be  imparted  to  the  citizens  gener- 
ally, the  soldiers  on  whom  we  must  forever  de- 
pond.  This,  he  said,  had  neverYet  been  atEerapled, 
not  did  he  believe  it  ever  would  be  attempted,  un- 
til this  system  of  privileged  military  order,  and 
military  aristocracy,  was  pulled  down,  or  put  out 
of  existence. 

Bin,  said  he,  when  you  are  asked  a  pittance  to 
support  and  edutiate  a  helpless  infant  orphan  of 
bim  whose  blood  hascrim&dned  your  fields  of  bat-, 
tie  in  defence  of  his  country,  your  ears  are  deaf  to 
the  cbU,  and  it  is  regarded  with  indifference !  But, 
sir,  when  thousands  are  called  for,  for  this  Mili- 
tary Academy,  (for  the  benefit  of  the' wealijiy,) 
your  sensibilities  are  awakened,  and  your  feelings 
&re  alive  to  their  interests;  and  numerous  advo- 
»  are  crowding  into  the  debate,  and  even  the 


justice  and  equality  T  he  thought  not.  He  h 
ne  did  not  intend  to  ^o  into  an  intniirv  about 
manner  in  which  this  institution  nad  been  c 


ducted,  nor  any  irregularities  and  miscoiMluct  that 
has  been  so  loudly  comptaiiled  of,  and  which  had 
loaded  our  tables  with  such  a  mass  of  pamphlets  T 
nor  did  he  mean  to  make  any  reflection  on  any 
gentleman^  who  had  heretofore,  or  might  here- 
after, obtain  the  educatioD  of  his  son,  or  sons,  at 
this  Military  Academy  at  the  public  expense  7  nor 
did  he  mettn  any  reflection  on  any  of  the  cadets, 
or  young  men  who  had  received  an  education 
there,  or  were  now  enjoying  its  benefits.  He 
thought,  so  long  as  it  is  kept  u|i  at  the  expense  of 
the  Government,  that  it  was&ir,  and  not  improper 
in  any  individual  to  enjoy  its  benefits  who  has  it 
in  bis  power  to  do  M— for  he  knew  very  well, 
that  it  was  ot)t  of  the  power  of  the  poorest  part 
of  the  people  of  our  country  to  obtain  any  portion 
of  its  beti^ts,  and  that  was  one  of  the  strong  ob- 
jections he  felt  to  this  institution.  It  was  sup- 
ported by  the  funds  of  the  nation — drawn  from 
public  lands,  and  various  other  sources  from  which 
we  derive  revenue — these  funds  as  mucly belonged 
to  the  poor  as  to  the  rich.  But  when  placed  in 
this  Militarv  Academy,  the  benefits  t^anot,  have 
not,  nor  will  they  ever  be  equally  shared  between 
them,  but  must  be  obtained  almost  exclusively  by 
the  nch,  who  are  ei^ttrely  competent  to  educate 
their  sous  without  this  public  assistance.  Sir. 
said  he,  if  this  institution  could  be  made  a  school 
fat  the  education  of  theorphaiu  of  onr  coiffltry  of 


whom  he  had  spoken,  he  would  he  willing  to  sup- 
port it?  But,  instead  of  that,  it  is  a  system  by 
which  the  poor  are  robbed,  in  order  to  add  to  the 
splendor  oi  the  rich.  He  had  no  doubt  some  of 
these  cadets  would  go  into  the  public  service  pro- 
vided you  make  officets  of  them ;  but  he  believed 
but  few  would,  under  any  circnmstance,  serve 
their  country  as  soldiers.  And  keep  this  system 
up,  and  it  leads  to  this,  that  the  whole  of  the  pro- 
fitabletir  desirable  appointments  of  our  Army  or 
Navy  are  to  he  taken  from  these  highly  favored 
yout^  men,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  others,  no  mat- 
ter wnat  their  Qualifications  may  be.  He  consid- 
ered such  establishmenW  of  aristocracy  dangerous 


any  member  of  this  House  stood  in,  that 
attempts  their  destruction.  He  was  aware  of  the 
growing  disposition  of  the  Government  towards 
and  was  anxious  to  check  it ;  he 
^  sooner,  the  better.    For,  said  he,  if 

you  retain  this  institution,  and  add  one  or  two 
more  of  a  similar  charActer,  it  will  be  in  vain  to 
attempt  to  arrest  the  course  of  our  Government 
towards  aristocracy.  It  will  become  so,  and  per- 
hapi  something  worse  will  follow. 

Sir,  said  he,  the  honorable  gentleman  who  is 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
(Mr.  Smitj!,  of  Maryland)  who  rq»orted  the  bill 
containing  this  appropriation,  objects  to  the  course 
1  am  taking,  and  says  it  is  not  tne  proper  way  to 
effect  the  object  1  have  in  view.    Indef"   — 


my  object,  will  meet  the  approbation  of  that , 
tleman ;  for,  sir,  it  is  my  objret  to  abolish 
Milita^  Academy  entirely,  to  prevent 


leed,  sir,  I 
that  can  be  taken  by  me  to  effect 

1_.:  _  _f  (hatgen- 

this 

any  longer  kept  up  at  public  expense,  ^nd  I 
had  supposedj  to  withhold  the  appropriation,  would 
have  that  effect,  and  in  the  event  the  House  de- 
termined to  refuse  the  appropriation,  he  would 
then  take  the  other  steps  that  would  be  necessary, 
after  such  decision  was  made.  This,  he  daid,was 
the  object  he  had  in  view,  and  he  bad  made  the 
motion  to  strike  out  this  appropriation,  in  order  to 
ascertain  the  sense  of  the  House  on  the  subject. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  Committee  would 
now  make  the  decision. 

The  Committee  proceeded  to  the  othei  items  of 
approj>riation. 

The  ilemof  (21,000  for  bounties  a«d  premiums 
on  enlistments  of  recruits  to  fill  up  the  Army  com- 
ing np— 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  opposed  this 
item,  on  the  ground  that  there  was  no  necessity 
for  increasing  the  number  of  the  Army  beyond 
their  present  actual  amount. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  supported  the  appro- 
priation as  being  almost  a  matter  of  course,  and 
generallv  on  the  ground  that  the  Army  ought  not 
to  be  reouced  at  all;  but,  if  reduced,  that  it  ought 


reduction  of  the  Army,  but  in  a  practicable  way*; 
and  he  thought  that  to  attempt  it  in  this  way  would 
but  serve  to  %reaken  the  efforts  which  should  here- 
after be  made  directly  to  effect  the  same  object. 
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Mr.  Slocuhb  was  opposed  to  this  appropriation ; 
and.  by  way  of  showing  how  cautious  the  House 
ougnt  to  be  in  makiag  its  appropriatioDs,  said,  that 
it  appeaiod,  from  documents  laid  before  the  House, 
that  powder  and  lead  belonging  to  the  Gorem- 
meni  had  been  loaned  to  baacrupts  to  the  amount 
of  $240,000 ;  the  repayment  of  which  the  Mouse 
is  coollf  infonjieil,  hy  toe  officer  having  charge  of 
that  branch  of  the  service,  was  precarious;  and, 
in  order  to  mend  the  matter,  that  $10,000  more 
had  been  advanced  in  money  to  the  same  persons. 

Mr.  Cobb  made  a  few  remarks  against  the  ap- 


ts  in  favor 

of  a  reduction  of  the  Army.  But,  he  said,  Uiough 
many  were  in  favor  of  that  reduction,  there  were 
also  many  who  were  opposed  to  it ;  and  the  only 
way  in  which  the  farmer  could  secure  their  object, 
was  to  reduce  the  appropriation.  If  the  appropri- 
ations were  made,  toe  ground  was  given  up.  He 
was  of  opinion,  theiefoie,  that  the  Triends  of  the 
reduction  should  make  use  of  the  weapoos  which 
lay  in  their  way.  He  thought  the  Army  too  large, 
and  uselessly  employed.  It  would  take  longer  to 
collect  thisarmy,which  was  scattered  about  like  the 
sheep  of  the  shepherd  amsog  many  hills — to  bring 
-them  from  the  Yellow  Ston^  and  the  remote  oor- 
ners  of  the  earth — than  to  raise  up  a  new  army. 
He  also  complained  of  the  magnitude  of  the  BuS 
of  the  Army,  as  being  disproportionate  to  its 
numbers. 

Mr.  Baldwih  made  some  remarks  explanatory 
of  the  occasion  for  this  appropriation- 
Mr.  Foot,  with  a  view  to  present  directly  to  the 
House  the  question  of  authorizing  the  enlistraent 
of  men  to  supply  vacancies  occurring  in  the  ranks, 
moved  Co  strike  out  from  the  bill  all  that  r^tes  to 
appropriations  for  recruiting  expenses.  His  object 
was  not  to  defeat  that  appropriatioD,  but  to  post- 
pone it  uiitil  the  proposition  for  the  reduction  oi  the 
Army  should  be  decided  in  one  way  or  other,  that 
the  main  debate  might  not  incidentally  arise  on 
this  proposition. 

Mr.  SiMKiifa  said,  that,  although  the  bill  relat- 
ing to  the  MiUtary  Establishment  bad  been  post- 
poned, at  the  instance  of  the  Speaker,  toawait  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  on 
OUT  Spanish  affairs,  that  the  proposition  for  the 
reduction  of  the  army  migh^come  up  and  be  met 
in  a  distinct  shape,  yet  we  find  that  the  question 
of  reducing  the  army  is  discussed  in  almost  every 
Indeed,  on  the  appropriations 


Ls  Still  the 


«  of  this  bill, 
for  the  support  of  the  navv,  the  arm; 
theme,  however  out  of  order  such  ai 
been.  I  shall  therefore  meet  some  of  the  argu- 
ments urged  by  those  who  appea;  to  he  unfriendly 
to  the  army,  and  show  some  reasons  why  it  should 
not  be  reduced. 

It  is  no  new  doctrine,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  econ- 
omy is  laudable  in  any  Government,  and  partic- 
ularly in  a  Republic — that  a  corruption  of  your  of- 
ficers first,  an^  finally  a  demoralization  of  the  great 
body  of  the  people,  woul4  be  the  result  of  an  ex- 
travagant and  wastef|jl  expenditure  of  the  public, 
money.  Hence,  it  is  proper,  on  any  advance  to- 
wards this  state  of  thiiigs,  lo  retrench,  curtail,  and 


the  last  cent :  guard  your  appropriaiioiu, 
and,  when  the  money  is  voImI^  impose  the  most 
rigid  responsibility. on  yourofficersfor  itv  disbOrse- 
ment.  But,  remember,  when  you  do  this,  spare 
the  permanent  land  and  naval  defences  otthe 
couqtrj.  Touch  not  these,  which  are  the  surest 
guarantee  for  your  wealth,  peace  and  safely. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  high  tone  for  economy,.and 
the  zealous  spirit  for  retrenchment,  now  pervading 
this  House,  most  forcibly  reminds  me  of  the  weak- 
est point  of  our  Government.  Itis  that  of  disturb- 
ing, weakening,  and  finally  destroying  the  valua- 
ble institutions  of  the  Republic,  under  the  specious, 
and  often  deceptive,  cry  of  economy,  on  the  recur- 
rence  of  every  exigency  in  your  Treasury,  every 
embarrassment  in  your  fiscal  concema. 

Hence  it  is,  that  when  you  emerge  from  a  war, 
(as  yqu  have  done  not  long  since,)  and  are  smart- 
ing under  the  wounds  inflicted  by  a  want  of  due 
preparatiqn  and  provident  defence,  you  vote  aa 
mcrease  of  your  navy,  and  a  due  organization  of, 
and  improvement  in  your  army,  and  the  fortifica- 
tion of  all  our  exposed  points.  This  you  then  in- 
tend as  a  permanent  system,  to  be  increased  and 
perfected  with  your  increasing  numbers,  wealth, 
and  foreign  relations.  The  system  goes  on  well 
enough  whilst  you  have  a  full  Treasury.  Indeed, 
sums  may  then  be  voted  which  are  not  only  suffi- 
cient for  your  purposes,  but  which,  all  things  con- 
sidered, may  even  savor  of  extravagance.  But, 
sir,  fluctuations  in  prosperity  and  wealth  ai«  the 
lot  of  all  nations ;  and  now,  when  our  agriculture 
and  commerce  do  not  so  much  prosper,  and  the 
Treasury  is  not  so  full — when  borrowing  or  taxes 
may  be  the  consequences,  we  become  alarmed ; 


ly  and  retrenchment  take  so  deep  a  hold 
feelings,  and  the  tide  becomes  so  strong  and 
overwhelming,  that  nothing  can  resist  it.    Yov 


navy,  your  army,  your  fortifications,  and  other 
means  of  permanent  defence,  are  likely  to  be  swiept 
away.  And  I  do  very  much  question,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, whether,  in  five  or  ten  years,  you  will  have 
a  vestige  of  your  army  left,  should  your  Treasury 
present  the  ^spect  which  to  many  now  seons  so 
appalling.  This,  I  say,  emphatically,  is  the  weak- 
est point  of  your  OovernmenL  In  propOTtion  as 
you  are  distant  from  war,  yougraduaily  lose  siaht 
of  its  terrors  and  desolation ;  you  slide  into  a  ofr. 
fenceless  state,  preaching  up  the  odium  against 
standing  armies,  agamst  large  expenditures,  the 
terrors  of  taxing  the  people,  and  all  the  other  fright- 
ful pictures  which  make  us  quake  for  our  pop- 
But  is  this  true  economy  1  It  is  with  pain  I 
feel  compelled  to  resort  to  scenes  so.  recent  as  the 
late  war,  and  which  should  be  strong  in  the  mind 
of  ereif  member.  I  am  no  adept  at  calculatiMii 
but  I  do  believe  that  the  interest  of  the  money 
spent,  (to  say  nothing  of  (he  Jives  sacrificed,)  for 
the  first  two  years  of  our  last  struggle,  by  reason 
of  a  want  of  due  defence  and  preparation,  would 
support  your  army  iu  its  present  extent.  Still  the 
doctrine  is,  ndvee,  kaack  aoicn  the  army,  because  wa 
are  too  poor  to  support  it,  and  try  the  experiment 

Mr.  Chairman,  you  know  it  is  haid,  if  notin- 
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possible,  to  lay  taxes  aod  prepare  for  war,  whea 
you  are  in  a  defeocetess  slate.  Your  taxes  render 
foo  so  uapopolar  before  yoo  declare  war,  that  you 
eannot,  or  dare  not,  do  it.  Is  it  not  then  best, 
cheapest,  most  wise,  to  keep  as  well  prepared  for 
such  an  eveDt  as  possible  1  Is  it  not  wisest  to  ap- 
preciate the  maxim  of  the  Father  of  his  Country, 
that  the  most  certain  and  effectual  way  of  BToid- 
ingwar  is  to  prepare  for  it  in  time  of  peace. 

What  is  our  situation  in  re^rd  to  foreign  PoW' 
ersl  Are  ^nt  relations  with  Spain  certain,  set- 
tled, or  pacificT  Are  you  sore  ormaintaining  any 
thing  lite  a  4utable  peace  with  your  great  rival 
in  commerce,  trade,  and  naval  supremacy  ?  Hare 
you  not  been  told,  tiom  the  most  unquestionable 
authority,  that  that  nation  is  building  larse  num- 
hen  of  new  ships,  on  improved  plans,  for  rae  very 
purpose  of  meeting  yours?  Do  you  not  know 
that  she  is  increasing  her  munitions  of  war,  and 
imiMOTing  her  military  strength  7  Can  you  be 
insensible  that  every  movement  of  yoars  is  watch- 
ed; that  your  fortifications,  your  wncde  coast,  and 
the  state  of  your  army,  are  regularly  made  known  to 
her ;  and,  above  all,  do  you  not  know  that  she  will 
strike  you  when  you  are  woikest,  most  embanass- 
ed,  and  most  off  your  guard?  Can  you  be  insen- 
sible that  the  reduction  of  your  army,  and  other 
means  of  defence,  invites  the  blow? 

The  state  of  our  Treasury,  I  welt  know,  demands 
economy,  and  I  am  ready  as  any  one  to  pursue  it. 
But  is  it  really  so  lamentable,  so  beggarly,  as  to 
lead  OS  to  jeopardize  the  vriuable  institutions  of 
jow  ooontry  T  Your  Treasurer  reports  a  drfci- 
ency  of  Ave  millions j  and  is  this  so  alarming  as 
gentlemen  repKsent  ?  !t  is  said  the  Sinking  Fond 
cannot  be  touched.  I  would  not  meddle  with  ii 
If  aay  breach  of  the  public  faith  is  to  be  the  con- 
sequence. This,  however,  is  not  demonstrated  by 
any  reasoning  which  I  have  heard.  You  caunol, 
pKvioDsly  to  the  year  ]S24,  use  it  to  purchase  in 
the  puMic  debt,  unless  your  stock  is  under  par ;  an 
event  alioffether  improbable,  unless  a  war  inter- 
venes. Will  you  then  let  it  lie  idle  in  your  Treus- 
ory.  without  yielding  a  cent  of  interest,  till  it  accu- 
mutates  to  S23,0O0,0OOT  I  cannot  see  the  indis- 
pensable policy  of  this  course. 

If.  then,  you  appropriate  the  balance  of  that 
ftind  for  this  year—for.  let  it  be  remembered  that 
a  part  of  it  has  already  Wen  used,  hoi^ever  sacred — 
it  will  amount  to  about    -        -        -    91,600,006 

Modify  your  pension  law,  wtiicb 
Wilt  give  you  at  least  -        -       1,500,000 

And  appropriate  the  sum  reported 
by  the  Committee  of  Ways  ^and 
Heani,  which  makes  a  saving  from, 
dte  aimual  estimate  of  the  War  De-' 
partment,  of  about  .       .        -       .       2,S0C 


whatever  saved  by  this  meflus,  will  you  weaken 
■nd  destroy  the  pertnaitent  defence  of  your 
try,  rather  than  borrow  looney  or  lay  U 

I  am  not  so  alarme^  -*  *'■ "■■' 

tiou  as  some  geotli 

tte  House.    1  would  lay  taxes  rather  than  eneoim- 


ter  a  greater  evil.  Neither  do  I  believe  the  state 
of  the  country  so  distressing  and  impoverished  as 
gentlemen  have  repress  ted.  Wehave,lo  besure, 
with  all  other  nations,  our  fluctuations  from  a 
greater  to  a  less  degree  of  jirosperity.  But  who 
can  with  truth  say,  that  this  nation  is  poor?  It 
is  admitted  that  in  many  parts  of  the  country  the 
times  are  a  little  hard  ;  ibe  pressure  greater  thaiL 
usual;  but  is  this  a  reason  for  abolishihg  the  great 
national  systemof  defence  settled  four  oi  five  years 
ago,  after  the  most  mature  deliberation,  upon  the 
most  perfect  information  and  estimates,  and  guided 
by  the  wisest  counsels — the  counsels  of  age  and 
dear-tx>ught  experience  ? 

But,  gentlemen  say,  standing  armies  are  dan- 
gerous ;  rely  on  the  militia.  Can  a  sin^e  gentle- 
man in  this  House  believe  that  ten  millions  of  en- 
lightened freemen  are  endangered  by  an  army  of 
ten  thousaod  men,  divided  at  eighty-fire  posts,  and 
spread  over  a  space  of  several  tnousand  miles?  I 
will  not  discuss  the  proposition. 

And  can  gentlemen  be  more  correct  when  ihey 
speak  of  relying  on  the  militia,  in  the  first  ODset 
of  a  war,  and  before  they  have  had  time  for  dis- 
cipline or  camp  duty?  Every  body  must  know 
the  disorganized,  unregulated  state  of  the  great 
body  of  tbe  militia  in  the  Middle  and  Soutiiem 
States.  Congress  is  charged  by  the  Constitution 
with  the  defence  and  urotection  of  the  country. 
They,  have  utterly  faileu  to  establish  any  uniforta 
system,  so  as  to  render  the  militia  really  efficient; 
so  as  to  do  away  the  necessity  of  regular  troops; 
and  yet  they  are  for  reducing  aad  destroying  the 
Aiw. 

We  are,  however,  told,  that  it  is  not  intended  to 
destroy  the  Army,  only  to  reduce  it.  Sir,  by  re- 
ducing it,  you  will  destroy  it.  You  destroy  its 
permanency  and  respectability,  by  making  it  un- 
certain how  long  you  will  keqi  it  up ;  by  discuss- 
ing the  propriety  of  its  existmce  every  session  of 
this  body  ;  by  rendering  the  lenttre  by  which  fa- 
cers hold  their  offices,  utterly  uncertain.  Wlw 
will  spend  a  laborious  life  in  gaining  militaiy 
kngwledge?  Who  will  eiveupifoniestic  ease  and 
happiness?  Who  will  forsake  lucrative  employ- 
ment, to  drill,  discipline,  and  perfect  your  army, 
for  offices,  the  very  existence  of  which  is  jeopara- 
iied  every  year? 

It  has  been  intimated,  that  your  soldiers  bave 
nothing  to  do  but  sit  in  garrisons  and  mh  bright 
their  muskets.  Sir,  this  is  not  the  fact  The  camp  of 
your  army  will  not  be  a  seat  of  idleness  aad  cor- 
ruption, if  it  is  properly  oigan^ed  and  judiciously 
attended  to;  and  is  it  not  true,  that  your  soldiers 
are  already  employed  in  constructing  valuable 
roads ;  iti  raising  provisions  for  their  support,  by 
which  they  are  not  oolj  preserved  from  idleness 
and  dissipation,  but  their  own  pecuniary  emolu- 
ment advanced  ?  Has  not  an  entirely  new  and 
valuable  system  been  introduced,  and  in  a  most 
gratifying  progress  of  execution  ? 

Sir,  your  Army  in  1817,  cost  -  S,133,9M 
In  1818  -  -  -  -  3,613,903 
In  1819         ....        8,344,016 

And  in  1820,  if  the  appropriations  reported  by 
the  Cotomittee  df  Ways  and  Means  are  voted,  its 
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cost  will  be  reduced  several  huDdred  thousand 
dollan. 

From  the  mOtt  accurate  estimate  which  can 
now  be  made,  the  expenses  for  1831  and  1B22  will 
stilJ  be  diminished.  Will  you  then  destroy  your 
army  rather  ihaa  touch  fire  millions  of  your  sink- 
ing fund,  which  will  probably  lie  idle? 
^Vill  you  hazard  its  existence  rather  than  modify 
yoor  enormous  pension  list,  by  which  the  reward 
given  to  your  really  meritorious  Revolutionary 
soldiers  will  still  not  be  taken  away ;  and  many 
abuses  corrected  1 

Rather  than  even  borrow  money  or  lay  laxes^— 
events  not  conceived  to  be  necessary — 

Will  you  impair  its  natural  enei^  because  it 
costs  you  less  and  leas  every  year  1 

Because  yonr  soldiers  are  employed  in  improving 
your  military  frontier,  advancmg  their  own  pecu- 
niary interest,  and  saving  themselves  from  idleness 
and  ruin? 

Because  your  numbers,  wealth,  extent  of  coun- 
try, and  number  of  posts  rendered  necessary  for 
pivtection,  are  continually  increasing  1 

Because  the  state  of  yoor  militia  is  so  efficient 
and  flattering  ? 

Because  there  already  exists  too  much  military 
skiU  aqd  sciencel  And,  above  all,  will  you  reduce 
and  weaken  your  army  Because  y^u  have  no  for- 
eign enemies,  no  political  and  commercial  rivals. 


who  will  strike  you  at  your  weakest  and  n 


Sir,  1  see  a  strong  disposition  to  reduce,  and  to 
gauge  your  national  defence,  by  the  supposed 
strength  of  your  Treasury.  I  have  raised  my  voice 
against  such  a  course  of  policy,  not  only  as  most 
extravagant  in  the  end,  out  as  ruinous  and  de- 
structive of  the  best  interest  of  the  country ;  be  the 
result  what  it  may,  I  shall  be  cons«jled  by  having 
done  niy  duty, 

Mr.  RuEA  said  a  few  words  m  defence  of  the 
militia,  as  compared  with  the  r^ular  force. 

Mr.  SiuEiNB  disclaimed  any  intention  Co  depre- 
ciate the  militia. 

Mr.  Clav  said  a  few  words  expressive  of  his  hope 
that  this  bill  would  be  permitted  to  take  its  course. 
These  broken  efibrta,  he  said,  of  the  friends  of  a 
reduction  of  the  Army,  would  have  the  efiect  to 
weaken  their  strength.  For  himself^  he  could  not 
vote  to  reduce  a  man  of  the  Army  in  the  present 
posture  of  our  afiairs.  Even  if  the  Army  were  to 
be  reduced,  he  did  not  know  that  he  should  vote 
against  this  item  of  appropriation,  as  it  misht  yet 
be  necessary  to  have  such  an  approf>riatiaii,let  the 
force  of  the  Army  be  greater  or  less.  In  relatton 
to  all  expenditures  already  authorized  by  law,  he 
thought  the  House  should  go  on  and  make  the  ap- 
propriations. In  relation  to  the  items  of  amiro- 
Sialion  not  previously  authorized  l^  law,  such  as 
at  for  fortifications,  dDc.,  the  House  was  at  full 
liberty  to  use  a  discretion. 

Mr.  Cannon  said  he  could  not  yield  to  the  sug- 
gestions of  the  honorable  Speaks,  (Mr.  Clay,) 
who  seemed  to  think  he  was  not  pursuing  the  best 
course  to  effect  his  object ;  but  who,  he  said,  he 
was  glad  to  find,  was  also  inr  favor  of  retrenching 


the  expenditures  of  the  Oovemment ;  far,  henid, 
he  had  no  fears  of  "wasting  our  strength."  He 
said  he  knew  that  some  objections  would  be  foimd 
by  some  of  the  advocates  of  retrenchment  to  any 
course  that  would  probably  be  proposed ;  but,  for 
his  own  part,  he  thought  the  course  he  was  pur- 
suing was  such  as  the  situation  of  the  country  re- 
quired, and  was,  indeed,  the  only  one  that  could 
effect  the  object  that  they  had  in  view.  He  said  he 
had  listened  with  some  denee  of  attention  to  the 
argument*  of  several  genuemen  who  had  spoken 
in  favor  of  this  appropriation  for  the  recruttinir 
service  the  present  year,  but^  he  said  they  bad  au 
fallen  very  tar  short  of  eouvmcing  him  that  iliwas 
really  necessary,  in  these  times  o7  profound  peace 
and  trauquilli^,  to  appropriate  this  large  sum  of 
821,000  for  the  reeruitmg  service  the  present  year. 
Sir,  paid  he,  the  gentlemen  must  first  show  thai 
these  recruits  are  necessary  for  the  good  and  safety 
of  the  country  before  1  can  yield  my  assent  to  the 
measure.  This,  he  said,  the^  .had  not  undertaken 
to  show,  nor  did  he  believe  it  possible  for  the  ad- 
vocates of  a  standing  army  to  do  so,  notwithstand- 
ing the  ingenuity  they  possessed  and  had  shown 
in  this  deMte.  He  said  they  had  not  shown  that 
the  present  number  in  the  Army  was  necessary  in 
time  of  peace ;  and  he  thought  it  would  puxzle 
them  a  good  deal  to  show  that  a  Military  Estab- 
lishmeut,  to  the  amount  he  had  proposed  to  reduce 
it  to,  ^Gve  thousand,)  was  indispensably  necessa- 
ry to  this  Qovemment  in  time  of  peace;  and  he 
Cnought,  on  the  suUect  of  a  standing  army,  no 
more  should  ever  be  kept  up,  in  time  of  peace,  than 
was  indispensable  to  the  security  of  the  public  arms 
and  munitions  of  war,  or  to  take  care  of  the  ^b- 
lie  property  of  this  kind.  Sir,  said  he,  the  honor- 
able gentleman  who  is  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  (Mr.  Suits,  of  Maryland,) 
had  contended'  that  this  appropriation  was  neces- 
sary to  keep  the  Army  full,  in  order  to  supply  aU 
the  forts  and  garrisons  in  tne  United  States  with 
men.  He  said  he  knew  that  we  had  a  Kreat  many 
forts  and  mrrisons,  and  he  knew,  also,  that  it  would 
not  be  difficult  for  the  President  and  Secretary  sf 
War  to  increase  them  to  double  the  number  we 
now  have,  and  to  continue  increasing  them,  until 
a  regular  standing  army  of  twenty  thousand  would 
be  necessary  to  supply  these  forts  and  gairisons 
with  men ;  and  it  would  then  be  contended  that 
all  this  was  necessary  for  the  good  and  safety  of 
the  country.  But,  sir,  said  he,  I  do  not  believe  that 
it  is  necessary,  in  time  of  profound  peace,  to  keep 
up  more  than  one-half  of  the  forts  and  garrisona 
we  now  have.  They  had  been  necessary,  he  had 
no  donbt,  in  time  of  war,  but  thought  it  could  not 
be  shewn  that  they  were  all  necessary  now ;  al- 
though he  was  willing'  to  admit  that  we  ought  to 
keep  up  some  of  them,  where  it  would  be  conve- 
I  and  proper  to  keep  our  arms  and  other  munj- 
:  of  war,  with  a  siifficienC  number  of  men  in 
each  to  take  good  care  of  those  arms  and  -othei 
public  property.  This,  he  thought,  was  all  that 
could  be, said  to  be  really  indispensably*  neeessaiy 
to  be  kept  up  and  reteinfid  in  service  during  a  state 
of  peace ;  and,  said  be,  wie  must  suppose  that  we 
are  in  no  immediate  danger  of  being  involTed  in 
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wu  with  wiy  mtion  on  eanfa,  wiieawe  Icwk  at  the 
documents  which  have  been  drawn  from  the  War 
Department  on  the  sobjeet  of  the  vast  loans  of 
ammunitioa  that  have  been  made,  (whether  by 
HQthority,  or  tiot,  he  did  not  know.)  But  we  are 
told  tfaftt  the  officers  of  our  QoVeroment,  the  agents 
of  the  War  Depcntment,  have  loaned  an  eooimous 
'  amooni  of  our  powder  and  lead,  and,  also,  that  the 
GoTenunent  will  lose  many  thousands  of  dollars 
by  this  novel  traasBctioa;  that  such  has  been  the 
anxiety  of  our  officers  of  Qovernment  to  get  rid 
of  this  part  of  our  munitions  of  war,  that  they 
hBTO  loaned  to  persons  (to  speculate  on)  that  ate 
imahle  lo  pay  it  agaiu,  &nd  probsbly  never  will  be 
able.  This  conduct,  he  said,  did  not  warn  us  that 
we  were  about  to  be  involved  in  war,  nor  that 
there  was  the  least  piobability  of  such  a  state  of 
things  taking  place. 

But,ur,  saia  he,  I  have  risen,  in  part,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  noticiug  some  of  the  remarbs  of  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Simeinb.)  That 
gentleman  seems  to  entertain  great  fears  that  the 
spirit  for  economy  and  retrencoment  will  destroy 
the  "  valuable  institntions  of  our  Republic."  ^r, 
said  Mr.  C,  my  fears  are  of  a  difierent  kind  to 
those  which  have  been  expressed  by  that  geiule- 
man.  1  fear  the  destrociion  of  the  principles  of 
our  Government  by  its  course  of  extravagance  and 
folly.  He  is  alarmed  with  fears  of  the  destruction 
of  the  Army ;  I  am  alarmed'io  see  its  nourishnient 
and  growth.  But,  sir,  could  I  believe  that  the 
safety  of  our  cooatry  depended  on  this  r^ular 
army,  or  that  it  really  was  what  the  gentlonan 
seems  to  believe  it  to  be,  the  "permanent  defence" 
of  our  ccuutry,  1  might,  indeed,  be  also  in  favor 
of  retaining  and  increasing  it.  But,  air,  I  have 
been  taught  to  believe  diflerenlly  ;  my  political 
opinions  liave  been  drawn  from  entirely  a  difler- 
enc  souro?  from  ^at  of  tJie  honorable  eealleman. 
Indeed,  he  said,  he  felt  astotushed  to  aear  such 
doctrines  advanced  by  that  gentleman — the  doc- 
trine of  large  slandbg  armies  in  time  of  peace 
was  abhorrent  to  his  most  deliberate  judgiqent, 
and  it  was  the  first  time  he  had  heard  such  opio' 
ions  advanced  on  that  floor,  and  he  hoped  such 
opinions  never  would  be  enlertained  by  a  majority 
td  the  House.  Sir,  said  he,  L  had  always  thought 
that  the  people  of  this  country,  the  miliua,  was  the 
most  safe  and  permanent  defence.  I  always  uo- 
derstood  diis  to  be  the  doctrine  of  him  who  has 
befin  called  the  Father  of  his  Country.  It  is  the 
doctrine  of  (he  Constitution,  and,  thcKfore,  is  my 
doctrine. 

Sir,  I  should  entertain  no  such  fears  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  does,  even  should  no 
VestiEe  of  a  standing  army  be  left.  I  know,  sir, 
that  Uie  people,  the  citiz^s  of  our  Oovemmeat, 
■will  defend  it,  will  preserve  it,  as  long  as  we  pre- 
serve them  from  the  pressure  of  unnecessary  taxes 
and  burdetks.  But,  to  support  and  maintain  large 
standing  armies  ib  time  of  peace,  is  not  my  way 
to  {vepare  fbr  war.  I  would  take  a  mote  safe 
contse,  and  one  more  congenial  lo  the  principles 
of  oar  Government;  to  arm  and  discipline  our 
citizens,  for  I  am  unwilling  to  trust  the  safety  and 
preaovMion  of  my  Government  with  any  r^lar 


army  that  can  be  supported  r  but  he  said  he  wonld 
not  repeat  more  of  the  opinions  and  doctrin»  he 
had  before  advanced  on  thte  subject:  the  increase 
of  the  regular  army  in  time  of  peace  is  diminish- 
iOg  the  strength  of  the  nation,  instead  of  adding 
to  its  safety.  BuL  said  be,  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  SimkiMb)  has  spoken  of  the 
inefficiency  of  the  militia  in  the  Middle  and 
Southern,  or  Western  States.  Sir,  said  he,  while 
I  admit  that  Congress  has  heretofore,  in  my  opin- 
ion, failed  or  neglected  to  do  its  duty  toward^  the 
militia,  I  must  say  that  I  believe  this  will  con- 


tinue  to  be  the  case  as  Ions  as  we  keep  up 
rely  on  a  standing  army.    It  has  been  made 


i  keep  up  and 
......  _    „         ,  been  made  the 

favorite,  while  the  other  species  of  force  has  been, 
and  no  doubt  will  continue  to  be,  neglected.  I  at 
the  same  time  most  decidedly  diner  with  the  gen- 
tleman in  the  opinion  he  entertains  of  the  ineffi- 
ciency of  the  militia  of  the  Southero  and  Western 
States.  Tn  cases  of  sudden  emergency,  or'  any 
other  cases  where  they  have  been  required  to  act 
during  the  late  war,  sir,  said  he,  the  reverse  is 
fonndto  be  the  fact.    It  has  proved  to  be  the  most 

Capt  and  efficient  force  in  many  instancoa. 
k,  said  he,  for  a  moment  at  what  took  place 
in  the  State  he  had  the  honor  in  part  to  represent. 
On  the  news  of  the  massacre  at  Fort  Mims,  during 
the  late  war,  being  received  and  made  known 
through  the  medium  of  the  newspapers,  to  the 
people,  the  citizens  equipped  and  furnished  thcan- 
selves,  formed  and  organized  themselves  into  vol- 
unteer companies  of  mounted  riflemen  throughout 
the  various  sections  of  die  State,  without  any 
orders  or  request  ftom  the  Governor  or  the  com- 
manding Gkneral.  Fourteen  companies  volunta- 
rily precipitated  themselves  into  the  enemy's  coun- 
try, with  a  determination  to  inflict  chastisement 
on  these  savages  for  their  horrid  deeds;  they  were 
followed  by  the  commanding  General,  with  other 
volunteer  and  militia  forces,  called  out,  with  whom 
they  co-operated,  and,  notwithstanding  the  regular 
troops  that  were  stationed  in  the  same  country 
vhere  these  troops  went  from,  many  battles  were 
fought  and  complete  victory  obtained,  before  the 
r^ular  forces  of  the  United  Stales  could  reach  the 
fidd  of  action. 

Sir,  said  he,  there  are  many  other  instances 
where  their  soperiorily  has  been  shown.  New 
Orleans  could  bear  testimony  of  another,  sufficient 
to  show  the  correctness  of  my  opinions.  It  is  the ' 
feelings  of  men  or  armies  that  makes  them  en- 
«ounter  difficulties  and  dangers,  and  it  is  the 
attachment  of  the  people  to  the  Giovemment,  will 
make  them  always  defend  it.  Sir,  said  he,  1  will 
not  adopt  the  doctrine  that  you  must  retain  these 
officers  of  the  regular  array  in  service  in  time  of 
peace,  because  you  may  want  them  in  time  of 
war.  In  time  of  war,  all  are  subject  to  be  caUed 
to  the  defenee  of  the  country:  every  citizen  has 
to  leave  his  home  and  every  thing  near  and  desi 
to  him ;  he  has  the  greatest  sacrifice  to  make,  and 
I  cannot  presume*  that  these  officers  possess  so 
much  less  patriotism,  as  to  suppose  they  would 
refuse  again  to  enter  your  service,  whenever  the 
situation  of  the  country  required  it. 

Sir,  said  he,  the  gentleman  from  Booth  Garo- 
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lina,  hai  made  an  allusion  to  the  drend  of  laying 
Uzes,  wtucb  he  supposes  to  be  felt  by  tbe  advo- 
«atw  of  retreDcbment.  Tbii  he  thought  scarcely 
irocthy  of  a  reply ;  for  his  own  pari,  he  did  not 
feel  it  to  be  necessary,  as  the  course  he  bad  pur- 
■ued  while  a  member  of  the  House  duiing  the  late 
war,  would  show  that  he  did  not  fear  to  eacouoter 
that  mpoDEibility,  -^vbenever  the  situation  of  our 
oountrv  loighi  require  it  He  said  he  did  not  be- 
lieve toe  situation  of  our  country  at  this  time  to 
.be  such  as  to  require  laying  tazcK,  but  he  thought 
it  did  require  reirenchmeitt,  so  as  to  reduce  our 
expenditures  lo  the  amount  of  our  revenue  at 
least,  and  be  would  prefer  being  a  little  under  that 
amount,  iban  to  pemit  them  to  remain  so  far  be- 
yond the  extent  of  our  present  retources  as  they 
were.  This,  he  said,  was  the  course  he  had  de- 
lennined  to  pursue,  and  he  should  persist  in  it 
until  he  could  be  convlncedof  his  error;  he  would 
i^pibe  every  epproprialion  which  he  believed  to 
be  unnecessary,  or  subversive  of  the  true  intereat 
and  prosperity  of  his  country. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carelino,  also  again 
spoke  to  the  same  effect  as  Mr.  C.  at  some  let^fth, 
and  concluded  by  a  motion  tbat  the  Committee 
tise,  with  the  express  view  of  laying  this  bill  on 
Ibe  table,  in  order  to  take  up  ibe  proposition  to 
nduce  the  Army. 

The  question  on  this  rnotion  was  decided  in  tbe 
oegBtiTe,  by  no  large  majority. 

The  question  on  Mr,  FooT'a  raolioo  was  then 
decided  in  the  negative  by  a  decided  majority; 
and  tbe  itun  of  appropriation  for  bountiw,  &«., 
for  the  lecTuiiing  service,  wan  agreed  to. 

Tbe  other  appropriations  in  tbe  bill  were  then 
agreed  to,  until  the  House  came  to  the  appropna- 
ljHU>  for  forlifieatioDs ;  for  wbicb  object  tbe  Com- 
aaittee  of  Ways  and  Means  propose  tbe  sum  of 
tigbl  hundred  tbousand  dollars. 

Mr.  BauTH,  of  Mairland,  moved  to  fill 

blank  with  the  sum  or  ogbt  hundred  thousand 
dtAlan,  being  the  sum  wbicli  the  Coramittee  of 
Ways  and  MeanH  bad  thought  it  proper  to  recom- 
mead.  A  larger  sum  had  been  estimated  to  be 
necessary  by  the  War  Department,  but  tbe  Com- 
mittee hadHhought  this  would  be  sufficient,  par- 
ticularly after  deducting  tbe  sum  estimated  for 
the  fortification  at  Dauphin  Island,  the  proaeou- 
tion  of  which,  in  the  opinion  of  tbe  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  was  not  important  Mr.  S. 
cntwed  into  a  variety  of  statemmts  of  the  esti- 
iSftted  cost  of  the  various  fortifications  now  ereet- 
isfg,  and  of  the  contracts  already  made,  to  show 
ibat  this  sum  was  necessary,  ana  woida  be  suj^ 
eieal. 

Mr.  Baldwin  was  desirous  of  knowing,  ii  vie 
^piopriation  was  limited  to  the  sum  of  eight 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  what  wa«  to  be  done 
with  the  contracts  which  bad  been  made,  and 
V»der  wbicb  a  laNjer  sum  would  be  necessary. 
UnleM  it  could  be  sbown.  that  coatcacts  made  by 
tbe  Executive  are  not  ninding  on  the  Govem- 
nient,  he  should  be  in  favor  oi  Giling  tbe  blaok 
with  the  sum  estimated  bv  the  proper  authority  lo 
be  necessary.  To  bring  this  queetion  fairly  before 
the  House,  he  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  tbat 


million  five  buadted  and  tweatr 
tbousand  dollars.  ' 

Mr.  Clay  did  not  concur,  he  said,  in  the  idea 
tbat  any  contiaet  made  by  an  officer  of  the  Oov- 
emment  was  binding  on  Consrets.  If  contract* 
were  made,  for  example,  for  the  ececlion  of  forti- 
fications where  they  were  not  wanted,  was  tbe 
Government  bound  to  execute  the  work7  Cer- 
tainly not.  They  might  take  back  the  contract, 
paying  the  other  party  ail  damages  and  cost  he 
may  have  sustained  by  the  annulment  of  tbe  con- 
tract. So  far  from  enlarging  the  appropriation, 
he  would  rather  diminish  it  Tbe  better  way,  he 
thought,  would  be  lo  -fill  up  the  blank  with  four  or 
five  hundred  tbousand  dolun;  if,  in  the  course  of 
tbe  session,  the  state  of  the  Treasury,  or  the  as- 
pect of  the  times,  should  justify  the  appropriation 
of  a  larger  sum,  a  supplemental  appropriation 
might  be  made.  Tbe  contractors,  he  said,  geu- 
tlonen  mieht  rely  on  it,  would  not  throw  up  tbeiT 
contracts  because  a  less  amount  was  allowed  to 
be  expended  within  a  given  period.  They  would 
be  content  with  half  a  million  of  dollars.  Let  us, 
said  Mr.  C>,  hold  on  to  the  purse-£trings  until  we 
get  further  into  the  session,  and  see  what  is  to  be 
done  in  respect  to  the  ways  and  means. 

Mr.  WiLLiAMB,  of  North  Carolina,  said  that  be, 
for  one,  did  not  acknowledge  tbe  right  of  tbe  Ex- 
ecutive offic^^  to  make  contracts  which  would 
antic^iate  the  revenue,  and  paralyze  the  operatiorkt 

*  -'     "  -     ""      had  a  r'  '  -    '        " 


of  the  Government.    They  b 


I  right,  he  ad- 


amouBt 

A  motion  was  made  for  tbe  Committee  to  rise, 
(about  four  o'clock,)  and  agreed  to. 

Tbe  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbebideht  of  tre  United  States  : 
To  the  Houn  of  Rtpre*mtiUiva  of  tin  Uniltd  Stale*  .- 


ingnU,  will  show  that  the  act  of  the  SOlh  of  Haj, 
1313,  lespecUng  the  northarn  and  wettarn  boandaiiea 
of  Ibe  Btate  of  Ohio,  hs«  b«cn  siecDted. 

1AME6  MONROE. 
Wasbitstok,  JlorcA  8,  J8S0. 


TaaiiBDAr,  March  d. 

Tbe  Speakeb  communicated  to  the  Houses 

letter  from  ibe  Governor  of  the  State  of  Ohio, 

endoeiag  an  act  passed  by  tbe  General  Assembly 

<^  that  State,  entitled  "An  aci  respecting  a  Jaan- 

Sible  connnuaicaiion  between  Lake  Erie  and  ibJK 
bio  i"  and  a  resotulion  passed  by  the  said  Gsue- 
tal  Assonbly,  asking  adonation  oi,  grant,  or  ri^t 
of  pre-empflon  in  the  purchase  of,  certain  lai^s, 
agreeably  lo  tbe  provision  of  tbe  said  act ;  as,  alag, 


for  tbe  right  oi  pre-emption  to  purcJiase  twelve 
sections  of  land,  for  the  purpose  of  esiablisb^ 
seats  of  justice  thereon  ior  new  eountiee  wbiu 


Road«  and  Caiuls. 


^yCoOi-^lc 


HISTORY  OP  CONGEESB. 


1618 


Makch,  1630. 


H.  orK. 


Mt.  SiLBAEHf  from  the  Committee  on  Naral 
AfiaiiE,  to  whom  was  refene<l,  oa  the  16lh  ultimo, 
the  petilioa  of  suiulry  fishermen  of  Oloncester,  in 
ihe  Stale  of  Massachusetta,  reported  a  bill  to 
amend  the  eeeoud  seciion  of  the  aet,'enlilled  "An 
act  more  effectually  lo  proTide  foT  the  national 
defencejtarestatdiehmgaii  uniform  militia  through- 
out th«  tJaiied  States;"  which  was  (read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Wiiole  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  thecommittee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  James  Wilkinson,  made  a 


report  tl 
oiQsnt 


J   which  bill 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foot,  the  ComioitUe  on  the 
Judiciary  .were  iusirocted  to  examine  and  report 
to  this  House,  whether,  in  t^r  opinien,  ceDt»,  or 
copper  coins,  are  by  law  made  a  (mxigi;,  and  whe- 
ther the  existing  laws  regulating  the  coina  of  the 
United  Stales  require  ajneadmenta. 

Mr.  Stkonq,  of  Vermont,  submitted  the  ftJIow- 
ing  resolution,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table : 

Saobed,  That  the  Prvideot  of  tba  Unitod  States 
ba  ^ueaMd  lo  loj  before  Ibu  Boom  inch  iotbrnka- 
tioB  M  ba  may  think  propar  relating  to  the  progrus, 
proccediDgs,  and  final  aeeomplialimint,  of  the  Com- 
miuioiiBn  appoiotsd  aftr««abl;  to  the  4tb,  Bib,  6lh, 
7tb,  and  81h  article*  of  lb«  Treaty  of  Ghent,  in  a*- 
ceitaiiuDg  and  lettliag  the  bonndwj  line  bttweaa  Iba 
United  States  and  Graal  Britain,  in  conformily  la  the 
second  artjal«  af  the  treaty  of  1733,  and  wbalbar  it  is 
ascaitained  (bat  the  fbrtification  at  Rouse's  Point,  (so 
called,)  on  1>aka  Champlain,  neai  the  4Sth  degree  of 
north  latitude,  is  within  the  boundai;  limits  of  the 
GoierntnMit  of  Braal  Britain,  and  what  haa  beeu  the 
aaonnt  *t  the  aipendilure  in  erecting  said  fortifica- 
tion; and,  alao,  to  give  such  AirthMTinliinnation  as  he 
nay  think  proper  as  to  the  wbole  anonnt  of  the  ei- 
peodilnrs  already  accmed  tn  tke  United  Staler  in 
CBiryiog  into  cfleEt  said  treatiai,  snbeeqdent  to  the 
^pMntmeol  of  said  camaissioaerB,  tnehir 
Ninnal  aalarias  or  perqaiute*. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
PneaiDEicr  or  the  UNrrEO  St&trs  : 
n  the  aptaktr  of  the  Ifytae  of  Bepretmtativtt  .- 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  kepresentativea,  in  poi 
•nance  of  their  resolution  of  the  SSd  of  last  month, 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  vtilb  the  pspeia 
contaioing  the  infbrmatian  reqaeated  by  that  rssolU' 
tioa.  JAMES  MONROE. 

WisattieTaF,  MarcA  B,  ISSO. 
7b  Ike  Frendml  qf  Ike  United  Shilu  : 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  has  been  rafened 
the  resolution  of  the  House  of  RepresentatiioB  <^  thi 


TrealT,  which  bare  not  bvelAfbre  been  eemmonicatedt 
and  the  communication  of  which,  in  his  opinion,  laay 
not  be  prejudicial  to  tba  interests  of  the  United  States, 
bts  the  honor  oT  snfamittlng  to  the  President  the 
pawn  containing  the  infonnatioa  in  poses uioo  ' 
ttw  DapattOMnt  leeaeetad  by  the  rseolatton. 

JOHN  QUINOV  ADAMS. 
DaaAvtKMT  oa  8tat>i  Mm-eh  7,  ISH. 


The  documents  accompanying  this  report  were 
ordered  to  be  printed- 

Mr.  PiNDALL  moved  again,  (haying  on  several 

erioua  days  made  the  same  motion  unsuccess- 
fully) that  tne  House  do  now  proceed  to  consider 
the  resolution  submitted  by  him  on  the  18th  ulti- 
mo, proposing  an  amendmenl  to  the  rules  of  the 
House  in  relation  to  the  duties  of  stenographers, 
admitted  within  Ihe  House;  and  the  motion  was 
legatived. 

The  resolution  lying  on  th«  table  to  authorize 
the  publication  of  part  of  (he  Secret  Journal  df 
CoQgresa,  tmder  the  Articles  of  ConfederatioD, 
and  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  seleot 
committee,  being  read,  were  concurred  in  by  the 
Hooae,  and  Ihe  reaolutioti,  as  amended,  was  or- 
dered to  be  engroased  and  read  a  third  time. 
RELATIONS  WITH  SPAIN. 

Mr.  LowHDEe,  from  the  Committee  on  Fovei 
A&irs,  made  a  report  upon  the  state  of  the 
''~~~  between  the  United  Stales  and  Spain,  ne- 
janied  by  a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of 
the  United  Stales  to  take  possession  of  East  and 
West  Florida,  and  establish  a  temporary  goreni- 
menl  therein ;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Wbole  on  the 

ate  of  the  Union.     The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  eomniittce  to  whom  has  been  referred  ••  tnacb 
of  the  PrasidsMt's  Meeesge,  at  the  commeneenHnt  of 
•aion,  aa  relates  to  ElMeign  alliiiri,  rsspeeUhlly 


toding  their 


X 


That  their  MUntioa  wa«  dirai  .    , 

their  appoiatmant,  to  the  state  of  the  rslation*  of  the 
United  Slates  with  Spain,  and  that  thur  dsl^  in 
makiag  a  repert  npon  Iheat  qrast  be  attributed  to  Ihek 
wish  '  lo  aJferd  aa  opportuDity  for  soch  firiendly  con- 
lauaieations,  donng  the  present  seeuen  of  Congress," 
as  the  GovainnieBt  of  Spain  bad  aiilhotiMd  oa  (o  ex- 
pect. Tbej  thoaght  il  better  that  Congren  ihoold 
|ios(pooe  its  datermioation  until  eienla  night  enable 
It  to  mske  that  iJetermiaation  definitive,  than  that  it 
shonid  pass  a  contingeot  act  for  authorizing  measures 
not  proposed  immediately  to  execute  ; 
titet  it  should  foand  its  determination  upon  reUtions 
aseertained  to  exist,  than  upon  ■  catculitioa  of  events 
whidi  might  be  expected  to  occur  during  ili  ritliug. 

Bnt  more  than  a  year  has  passed  ainee  the  signa- 
ture of  the  treaty  by  which  it  was  propossd  to  termi- 
nsle  the  long  differeDces  between  the  United  States 
and  Spain.  Hore  than  six  months  sines,  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  new  Minister  firom  Spain,  who  was 
"forthwith"  to  ankt  known  to  the  United  States  tba 
intentions  of  his  GoTeroment,  and  ws  hats  advanced 
•D  far  in  the  session  aa  to  make  it  necessary  to  piO- 
poee,  without  further  delay,  any  meuure  on  which  11 
is  expected  that  Congress  shall  act  before  its  adjonni- 

The  committee  will  not  attempt  lo  idd  sny  Ihing  to 
the  eipoailion  of  the  tights  of  the  United  States  and 
the  oUigatioos  of  Spain,  Which  is  cootsined  in  the 
eerreapandence  between  the  two  GeTernmenta.  We 
can  hardly  expect,  from  continued  negotiation,  the 
ledreas  whidi  bs>  been  claimed  for  twenty  years,  and 
pronisedlbr  eigbleen — which  has  been  a  second  time 
promiaed,  and  a  second  time  withheld.  In  eueh  a 
nafotiation,  tbe  signature  of  a  treaty  seema  to  be  a 
mara  iiuudent,  snd  not  its  term. 
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H.OPR. 


UaUary  AppropriaMime. 


March,  1820. 


For  th«  ■poliatioti*  which  ban  b««B  committed 
span  the  property  of  our  dtiieniv  '*»'  the  iniHion  of 
QUI  eoil,  for  Iha  weikoew  or  putiality  which  hu 
midi  ■  SpanUh  lAirilmj  the  pUce  of  rendeiToiu  and 
raeampment  of  an  enemj,  aad  which  hu  sLill  more 
Utely  permitted  the  loiliui  iohibitanti  oF  thai  teni- 
tory,  (whom  Hpain  wa>  boonJ  bj  treaty  to  rediain,] 
to  eof  a(e  in  lavage  hoitilitlea  agaiait  m  ;  fof  all  theae 
acta  of  war,  a  people  lea*  attached  to  peace,  would 
■eak  redm*  oafy  bj  war.  To  capture  and  confiacale 
the  ahipa  and  property  of  the  wroogdaer,  woold  be 
•dmitled  to  be  a  policy  of  mildneaa  and  forbearance. 
But,  by  neb  repnnla,  the  GoternmeDt  that  do«i  the 
wrong  anSen  leaa  than  the  unoflTendipg  enbject.  It 
■Mutia  a  more  jolt  repriaai  to  occupy  lh«  pniTJDce 
which  ha*  boen  made  an  iiutrameDt  of  injury,  which 
haa  been  daaignated  by  Spain  henelf  ■*  th*  fund  for 
our  indemnity,  and  whoaa  occopation  by  the  Unilsd 
fit^a  will  atop  iho  accamnlalion  of  Ihoie  daimi  for 
compeoiatian  and  reJreM,  which  the  miagOTemmenl 
of  that  nagleded  colony  continually  pradncoa.  Tbe 
committee  aubmit  to  the  Houee  a  bill  to  authoriie  the 
Pre*id*nt  of  the  Uiiii«d  Statea  (o  take  poiuewion  of 
E**!  and  Weit  Florida,  and  eatablieh  t  temporary 
goiemment  therein. 

There  appMr*  too  much  reaaoa  to  belieie,  from  the 
miatake  of  the  Spaniah  negotiator,  ai  to  tbe  datee  of 
the  Spaniah  grant*,  which  it  wa*  intended  to  annul, 
if  tbe  projected  treaty  bad  been  ratified,  that  the 
Crown  land*  in  Florida  may  be  inauffieient  to  provide 
Iht  eipected  imtemnily  for  our  loeee*.  Bui  Ihne 
may  be  applied,  aa  far  a*  tbay  will  go,  to  the  com- 
peneation  of  our  citiwna,  and  for  the  eieeaa  of  our 
daiin,  Spain,  by  whoae  act  tho  domain  of  Florida  ha* 
bean  rendered  inadequate  mmt  eipect  na  to  look 
weitward.  Perhapa,  when  our  atteuUon  i*  thui 
forced  to  a  direction  more  inloreeting  to  Spain,  bar 
Gorerninant  may  at  la*t  adioit  thai  it  iea*  much  her 
intaraat  aa  onra,  that  the  Jual  claimi  of  tbe  United 
Btata*  *hoal(l  be  provideJ  lor  by  friendly  eonienlion, 
and  we  may  hope  that  the  next  treaty  between  the 
two  nation*  may  be  exeeated  m  w^  a*  aigned. 

The  following  is  the  bill  accompanying  (he 

3e  it  enaeled,  4-c.,  That  the  Preaident  of  the  Uni- 
ted State*  be,  and  he  i*  hereby,  antheriied  and  re- 
qoircd  to  lake  ooaaeaaion  of,  and  occupy,  the  lerdlo- 
rie*  of  Eatl  and  Weit  Plorida,  and  the  appendage* 
and  appurtenance*  thereof  i  and  be  i*  hereby  author- 
iwJ,  for  that  purpoie,  to  employ  any  pari  of  the  Army 
and  NaTy  qf  the  United  Slalaa,  and  the  militia  mF 
any  State,  which  he  may  deem  neceaaary. 

Bic.  2.  And  be  it  maetud.  That,  nntil  tbe  end  of 
the  nezti«»ioD  of  Oangreea,  unleaa  pronnon  lot  th* 
temporiij  gQTemment  of  the  laid  laniioriea  be  aoon- 
er  made  by  Congreu,  all  the  military,  cItII,  and  judi- 
cial powen  eieiciaed  by  the  officera  of  the  eiiating 
governmenl  of  the  lame  territoriea,  ahill  be  Teated 
in  auch  peraon  and  peraoni,  and  ahall  be  eierciaad  in 
eoch  manner,  a*  the  Pruident  of  the  tJnilcd  Statea 
•ball  direct,  for  maintaining  the  inhabitanta  of  aaid 
territoriea  in  the  free  aQjoymellt  of  their  libarty,  prop- 
erty, and  religion ;  and  tbe  lawa  of  the  Unitoa  otMaa 
relatiie  to  the  eolleoion  of  the  Tevenue,  and  Iha  im- 
portation of  peraoni  of  color,  eliall  be  axlended  to  the 
aaid  territoriea;  and  the  Preaident  of  the  United 
Statea  thall  be,  and  he  i*  hereby,  anXhoriiad,  within 
Ibe  term  afbreiaid,  to  eatabliih  auch  dialricia  for  the 
collection  of  tbe  reTcnuc,  and   during  the  r«ce**  of 


CongrcM  to  appoint  cneb  officer*,  whoee  a 

ahall  aiiHre  at  the  end  of  the  next  Muaon  of  Con- 

gre**,  to  enforce  the  eaid  law*,  aa  to  him  ahall  aeein 

Sic.  3.  Andht  it  matltd.  That  tbe  lom  of 

dollar*  1* hereby  appropriated,  for  the  pnrpoea  of  car- 
rying ibi*  act  inio  effect,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money 
in  tbe  Treaiury  not  otberwiaa  appropiiated,  and  to  be 
applied  under  tbe  direction  of  ihe  Preaident  of  the 
TJnitcd  State*. 

MILITABV  APPROPBIATEONfl. 

The  Houw  anin  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  appropriating  moneys 
for  the  EUpport  of  tbe  Military  Establishment  lor 
the  year  1830. 

Mr.  Suits,  of  Maryland,  tooka  historical  view 
of  the  iegislation  of  Congress  on  the'  subject  of 
fortificatiaas,  to  shatt  under  what  authority  the 
Executive  had  heretofore  proceeded  in  the  erection 
of  fortifications.  In  1794  a  law  bad  passed  author- 
izing the  fortifying,  from  time  to  time,  of  certain 
points  therein  mentioned.  Is  1798  Ihe  President 
was  Hulhorized  to  erect  fortifications  in  any  other 
place  that  the  public  safetr  might  require.  In 
1808  the  President  was  further  authorized  by  lav 
to  complete  the  maritime  fortifications,  &c.  No 
other  positive  statute  existed  on  the  subject,  but 
the  President  of  the  United  S  tates,  under  his  gen- 
eral powers,  had  caused  fortifications  to  be  erected 
at  certain  points,  and  Congress  bad  sanctioned  it 
by  successive  appropriations.  With  respect  to 
the  later  fortifitaiions,  under  a  resolution  of  Con- 
gress, the  maritime  coast  bad  been  surveyed  with 
a  view  to  its  complete  fortification — the  report  of 
the  ensibeers  was  laid  before  Congress,  with  a 
plan  of  fortifications,  indicating  those  now  con- 
tracted for,  and  stating  the  sum  which,  under  thit 
view,  would  be  necessary  for  the  current  yev> 
The  sum  was  appropriated  by  Congress^ho  thus 
sanctiosed  the  proposition ;  and  the  Executive 
had  in  pursuance  of  this  intimation  of  the  diapo- 
■itioB  of  Oongressj  directed  the  worlct  to  nroeeed. 

Mr.  Bdtleb,  of  Louisiana,  spoke  in  favor  of 
the  largest  sum  proposed  to  be  appropriated.  He 
pariicularly  referred  to  tbe  fortification  of  Dau- 

ehin  Island,  which  the  Commitiee  of  Ways  and 
leans  seemed  to  suppose  might  be  dispensed  with. 
This  fortification,  he  said,  was  a  part  of  a  system 
of  defence  for  the  entrance  to  Mooile  Bay,  and,  if 
any  part  of  it  was  executed,  the  whole  ought  to 
be.  He  pointed  to  plans  lying  before  him,  show- 
ing the  relation  of  the  two  forts  proposed  to  be 
erected  there,  to  one  another,  and  their  mutual 
dependence,  for  tbe  protection  of  a  passage  which 
could  not  be  otherwise  effectually  protected,  being 
five  mites  wide. 

Mr,  McCoT  rose  to  ask  a  favor  and  to  enter  a 
protest.  The  favor  he  had  to  ask  was,  that  gen- 
tlemen who  were  for  keeping  in  serrice  a  large 
navy,  a  standins  army,  and  other  expensive  estab- 
lishments, would  not  attempt  more  than  the  re- 
sources of  the  country  would  bear  them  out  in. 
The  protest  he  bad  to  enter  was,  against  the  pnctiee 
of  pcomitting  the  Heads  of  Departments  to. legis- 
late for  Congress,  and  to  pledge  the  funds  of  the 
QoTerument  to  any  extend  at  their  pleasure.    Aa 
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a  general  principle,  contiaett  oaght  not  to  be 
made  bjr  officers  of  the  Qorernment  but  under  the 
BQthorily  of  law. 

Mr.  LowNDEB  then  delivered  his  sentiments  on 
the  subject.  He  was  in  favor  ofibe  cum  proposed 
by  the  Committee  of  Wavs  and  Means,  because 
he  understood  that  it  would  be  sufficient  for  the 
purposes  of  carrying  into  efiecl  existing  contract. 
Withregmrdtolnesysieiiiof  conlrscts,  &e.,  which 
had  been  the  subject  of  maim  ad  version,  he  md. 
if  the  matter  were  closely  examined,  he  believed 
it  would  he  found  that  ike  laws  on  the  subject 
were  exceedingly  defective ;  and  that,  if  there 
had  beea  any  irregularity,  it  had  been  made  uh' 
avoidable  by  the  omission  of  Congress  to  legislate 
on  the  subject.  In  the  nature  of  thiugs,  contracts 
mdst  be,  made  by  the  Ciovernment  in  r^^d  to 
certain  expenditures ;  and  such  had  been  made 
in  certain  bran(;hes  of  the  public  service  from 
the  commencement  of  the  Ckivernment,  without 
objection — of  which  he  quoted  examples,  among 
which  was  that  of  the  expenditure  for  timber  for 
the  Navy,  under  the  act  appropriating  a  million 
of  dollars  annnallv  for  the  object  Contracts,  he 
said,  might  be  made  in  two  ways ;  on  objects  spe- 
cially reco^ised  and  directed  by  acta  of  Confess; 
and  on  objects  within  the  legitimate  authority  of 
the  Executive,  and  to  amounts  within  the  com' 
pass  of  the  usual  annnal  appropriations  by  Con- 
gress. Applyiag  these  principles  to  the  case  be- 
fore the  House,  he  thought  that  contracts  for  the 
expenditure  of  POO.OOO  within  the  year  might 
have  been  made  on  every  reasonable  calculation, 
being  about  tlie  amount  which  Congress  had  lately 
appropriated  for  successive  years,  except  where  a 
surplus  of  appropriation  rendered  a  less  sum  neces- 
sary. On  the  subject  of  fortifications  generally, 
he  said,  he  did  not  dwell,  because  it  required  a 
sort  of  knowledge  which  iie  did  not  possess.  But, 
with  regard  to  some  points  of  our  maritime  fron- 
tier, he  felt  a  particular  solicitude  that  they  should 
be  completely  fortified  at  any  expense- 
Mr.  McCoT  said,  that  his  objection  to  the  sys- 
tem of  contracts  was,  that  they  exceeded,  in  tnis 
case  at  least,  the  sums  appro^iated  and  desig- 
nated by  Congress  for  that  object  of  expenditure. 
Contracts  ought  not  to  be  made  in  anticipation  of 
appropriations  hereafter  to  be  made ;  because  cir- 
eninitances  might  arise  in  the  following  year  to 

S event  Congress  from  appropriating  any  thing, 
early  such  a  state  of  things  indeed  now  existed. 
In  time  of  war,  necessity  might  justify  a  departure 
from  a  rigid  adherence  to  this  rule  ;  but  Jn  time 
of  peace  there  was  aothing  to  justify  it. 

Mr.  LivEHMOHB  eipre^ed  nis  wish  that  this 
item  of  appropriation  should  be  so  worded  as 
that  no  part  ol  the  amount  should  be  disbursed 
but  in  pursuance  of  "contracts  previously  autho- 
rized by  law." 

Mr.  Cur  said,  it  must  be  qnite  obvious  to 
every  one^  from  daily  experience,  that  the  practice 
of  exceedmg  ap^priations  was  one  which  called 
loudly  for  the  mtoposition  of  Congress.  This 
excess  was  not  confined,  he  said,  to  one  Dqmrt- 
mmt  of  the  Qbrernment,  but  the  disease  seons  to 
have  pervaded  alt  the  branches  of  the  Bxecutive 


Department;  and^  unless  the  House  should,  on 
some  occasion,  withhold  an  appropriation  in  some 
ease  wherein  an  expenditure  had  been  made  with- 
out authority,  he  had  no  doubt  the  evil  would  go 
on  to  the  utter  subversion,  if  not  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, of  all  law  on  the  subjecL  The  sum  of  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  which  be  bad  proposed 
for  this  object,  he  said  he  considered  sufficient. 
It  was  at  least  as  much  as  could  be  expended  be- 
fore the  end  of  the  present  session ;  and  if,  alter 
the  ways  and  means  for  the  current  ycAr  were 
provided,  it  should  be  thought  proper  to  appropri- 
ate more  money  for  this  object,  it  would  be  com- 
pletely within  the  power  of  Congress  to  do  sik 
With  r^ard  to  retrenchment  Mr.  C.  said  be 
knew  that  Congress  had  much  difficulty  to  en- 
counter. All  the  Heads  of  Departments  would 
agree  that  there  ought  to  be  a  retrenchment  of  the 
expenses  of  the  (^vernmentj  but  none  of  them 
would  ai^ee  that  his  particular  department  shouM 
he  ibe  object  of  it.  Wt,  said  Mr.  C,  have  to  perform 
all  the  ungracious  offices  of  the  Government;  «c 
have  the  painful  duty  of  imposing  taxes,  they  the 
pleasure  of  recommending  their  repeal;  tM  have 
the  labor  and  responsibility  of  raising  money,  they 
the  gratification  of  spenaing  it.  Mr.  C.  said  he 
was  therefore  disposed  to  take  care  that  there 
should  not  be  a  wasteful  expenditure  of  the  public 
money.  With  regard  to  Mobile  Bay^  Mr.  C.  said 
the  House  were  at  last  presented  with  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relaittons;.  and,  if 
that  committee  could  succeed  in  persuading  the 
House  that  we  may  take  pacific  possession  of 
Florida  vilh  or  vithout  a  treaty,  the  fortifications 
of  Pensacola  would  perhaps  afibrd  a  sufficient 
protection  to  Mobile  Hay.  On  the  subject  of  for- 
tifications Kenerally,  Mr.  C.  said  there  had  been, 
heretofore,  he  would  not  say  a  wasteful  extrava- 
gance, but  au  improvident  profusion.  We  were 
making  fortifications  everywhere,  and  a  large 
amount  of  money  had  been  expended  on  one  forti- 
fication ('Rouse's  Point)  whicn  was  understood  to 
be  actually  within  the  British  line.  He  concurred 
with  the  gentleman  from  South.  Carolina,  that 
two  or  three  great  points  ought  to  be  fortified ;  bat 
he  would  not,  therefore,  expend  such  sums  of 
money  on  points  which  were  not  so  important. 

Mr.  LowKDEe  said,  he  should  himself  perhaps 
believe  that  not  more  than  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars  ought  to  be  appropriated  for  the  erection 
of  fortifications  during  the  present  year,  did  not 
the  existing  contracts  require  the  appropriation  of 
a  larger  amount.  With  respect  to  the  proposed 
appropriation,  it  was  not,  as  mi^t  be  supposed, 
from  the  remarks  of  some  gentlemen,  to  meet  an 
expenditure  beyond  the  appropriation.  It  was  a 
case  in  which,  with  a  due  forecast  and  attoition 
to  economy  in  the  expenditure  of  public  money, 
contracts  nave  been  made,  foundeu  on  a  rational 
expectation  of  appropriations  being  made  by  Con- 
gress— inexpectationjustifiedby  the  sanction  given 
by  previous  appropriations  to  the  prosecution  of 
these  works.  Analogous  eases  frequently  occur- 
red. The  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  he  was 
sure,  would  recollect  the  case  of  the  Cumberiand 
road,  in  which  cotitracts  had  been  made  involving 
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the  expenditure  of  money  beyond  the  amou&t  ap- 
propriated bf  law,  and  depending  on  future  ap- 
propriations for  their  fulfilment. 

Mi.  Clay  again  spoke  upon  ihe  subject.  If,  he 
said,  theExecutive  was  authorized  to  make  con- 
^cts,  relying  on  appropriations  osnally  made,  what 
ought,  in  this  case,  to  have  been  its  guide?  The 
appropriation  of  last  year,  amounting  to  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  the  sum  with  which  it  was 
prt^Msed  to  fill  this  blank.  Between  the  present 
case  and  the  Cumberland  road  he  said  there  was 
no  analogy.  There  wb»  a  posiliTe  law  authoriz- 
ing the  road,  and  a  certain  sum  appropriated; 
onder  that  law  oontncta  had  been  made,  under 
which  the  expenditure  bad  exceeded  the  amount 
appropriated.  The  case  now  under  consideration 
wastbalof  an  attempt  to  expend  the  public  money 
without  the  authority  of  any  law. 

Mr.  Mallart  ipoke  in  faTor  of  the  smaUest 
sum  proposed.  It  was  time,  he  said,  to  put  an 
end  to  the  excessive  expenditures  of  public  money. 
He  fonud,  on  consulting  the  documents  on  the 
table,  that  already  contracts  had  been  made  by  the 
War  Department  for  fortifications,  which  would 
involve  toe  expenditure  of  two  million  seven  hun- 
dred thousatad  ddlars.  It  was  time,  he  said,  to 
determine  whether  contracts  made  by  agents  of 
the  Oovernment,  at  all  times,  for  all  purposes,  and 
lo  any  amount,  should  be  considered  as  binding 
on  the  Oovernment.   - 

Mr.  Stobrb  made  some  remarks  on  therelative 


waded.  For  example,  in  the  case  of  the  puUic 
gunpowder  loaned  to  certain  persons,  the  head  of 
the  ordnasee  department  said  he  had  nothing  to 
do  with  it,  hot  remonstrated  against  it.  Another 
officer  in  that  department  says  it  was  done  with 
the  approbation  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  all 
oaite  in  wying  that  some  part  of  the  responsi- 
bility fiv  the  iransaetion  properly  belonged  to  an 
officer  of  the  Army  who  had  since  hem  dismi^ed 
the  service.  Mr.  S.  then  [Hoceeded  to  quote  the 
soitimeata  contained  in  the  Inaugural  Speech  of 
the  ptesCTt  President  of  the  United  States,  en  the 
subject  of  reaponsibitiiy  and  the  doty  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive in  this  respect.  With  respect  to  the  pre- 
sent notue,  he  said,  if  there  had  been  any  insu- 
larity or  excess  in  the  expenditure  of  puldic  money, 
it  was  not  to  blame  for  neglect  in  preventiiw  it; 
for  DO  House  he  had  ever  seen  w  reed  of  had  been 
so  faithfol  in  the  performance  of  this  part  of  its 
duty  as  (so  far)  this  House  had  been. 

Hr.  Baldwin  said  that  he  was  in  favor  of  the 
sum  proposed,  because  the  faith  of  the  Govern- 
ment  was  pledged  for  so -much,  and  the  state  <A 
the  Treasury  was  not  such  as  to  require  it  to  be 
violated.    He  was  not  disposed,  he  said,  to  protect 
any  Executive  office  in  the  abiue  of  jwwer ;  but, ' 
relation  to  this  snl^ect  ot  fortificatiotttk  it  was 
more  than  just  that  the  slate  of  it  abould  be  fail 
understood.    He  then  proceeded  to  take  a  revii 
of  the  cotirse  of  the  Goveriament  on  this  subject, 
ttma  the  imtnctioDs  to  the  Board  of  Eogineers  to 
anrvey  the  coast  and  their  report,  14  the  laying  of 
die  same  before  Congress,  with  all  the  plans  of  the 


fortdfications  and  estimates  of  their  probaUe  ex- 
pense ;  after  which  the  sum  required  for  the  then 
ensuing  year  (1819)  was  deliberatdy  appropriated 
by  Congress.  There  are  two  ways,  Mr.  B.  said, 
in  which  the  sanction  of  Congress  may  be  given 

any  measure — by  passing  a  special  law  direct- 
ing a  thing  to  be  done,  or  bj  an  appropriation  for 
the  purpose  of  doing  it.  With  all  the  information 
on  the  subject  before  Ihem,  and  with  a  fiilt  knowl- 
edge of  the  extmi  of  thp  plan  for  the  fortification 
of  the  coast,  the  three  branches  of  Congress  had 
passed  an  appropriation  to  commence  the  work, 
thereby  ratifying  the  plan.  Previous  to  this  act 
no  contracts  lirad  been  made ;  after  its  passage,  it 
became  the  duty  of  the  Executive  to  go  on  to  ex- 
ecute the  work.  With  rrapect  to  the  deficiency  in 
the  revenue,  Mr.  B.  intimated  that  that  might  be 
supiriied  without  resorting  to  either  of  the  three 
alternatives  of  the  honorable  Speaker.  We  own 
seven  millions  of  stock  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  It  yields  no  dividend  this  year,  and  bat 
little  in  the  last.  If  we  want  taaat^,  said  he,  let 
us  take  a  fund  of  no  use  to  us,  which  brings  us  in 
nothing,  and  which  may  be  sold  at  nearly  its  par 
value.  He  was,  as  other  gentlemen  professed  to 
be,  a  friend  to  economy,  Mit  true  econc»ny.  He 
would  leave  untouched  ever^r  thing  necesaary  to 
the  usual  and  regnlar  operations  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  every  tnieg  which  was  connected  with 
the  common  defence  and  general  welfare. 

Mr.  Bdtlbb,  of  Louinana,  made  some  further 
remarks  in  favor  of  the  apf^opriation  of  an  ade- 

Siate  sum  for  the  object  tiow  under  consideration, 
e  again  dwelt  on  the  importance  of  the  fortifica- 
tion on  Danphin  Island.  With  regard  to  the  su^ 
Ktion  of  the  Speaker  on  this  head,  Mr.  B.  said 
port  of  Pensacola,  when  in  our  pcnsession,  will 
no  more  protect  the  Bay  of  Mobile  tbao  the  forti- 
fications at  New  York  will  protect  the  Delaware. 

Mr.  Newton  delivered  his  sentiments  in  favor 
of  an  adequate  appropriation  for  fortifications. 
He  enlai^ed  on  their  importance  to  the  protection 
of  our  seaports — to  the  interests  of  commerce — 
and,  as  connected  with  them,  to  the  interests  of 
agriculture.  A  few  millioBs,  expended  for  Ae 
permanent  and  perfect  protection  of  such  interests, 
ought  to  be  no  object.  He  dwelt  particularly  (m 
the  importance  of  the  fortifications  at  Old  Point 
Comfort,  &c.,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Chesapeake, 
and  said  that  true  economy  required  the  prosecu- 
tion of  all  which  are  commenced  lo  comptnion  as 
speedily  as  [Macticable. 

Hr;  TaiMHLB  ^ke  at  stmie  length  in  exphna- 
tion  and  confirmation  of  what  had  been  said  by 
other  ^tlemen  as  to  the  authority  by  which  the 
Executive  had  entered  into  contracts  for  the  erec- 
tion of  fortifications.  The  sum  proposed  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Meona,  he  thought, 
ought  to  be  granted,  as  not  being  more  than  neces- 
sary to  pay  for  work  done  and  in  a  coorse  of  per- 
formance. 

Mr,  Clat  repeated  the  idea,  that  the  monef 
appropriated  ought  to  be  considered  the  liroitaticm 
of  the  power  of  the  Executive  to  make  eontracts. 
Widi  reelect  to  the  deficiency  in  the  revenue,  so 
far  from  taking  hold  of  the  sloitk  of  tin  Bank  of 
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the  UuiEed  States,  he  had.  been  in  hope*,  as  ih^ 
seemed  to  be  great  difficulty  what  to  do  with  ih« 
Sinkiog  Fund,  tbat  Congress  would  have'con- 
seoted  to  appropriate  it  to  uie  payment  of  the  debt 
which  we  owe  to  the  Bank  oi  the  United  Sutes 
for  that  stock,  having  due  regard  to  the  five  per 
cent,  interest  which  onl^  we  had  stipulated  to  pay 
on  tbat  part  of  the  pubhc  debt. 

Mr.  Smvth,  or  Virginia,  spoke  at  sotne  length 
in  favor  of  a  sufficient  aopropriation.  The  only 
questio^ught  to  be,  is  the  expenditure  proposed 
necessary  for  the  public  welfare.  There  was  no 
money  which  this  Qoverament  could  lay  out  to 
so  great  an  adrantage  as  in  erecting  fortifications. 
They  were  a  cheap  defence  in  war;  and  what' 
ever  other  gentlemeo  might  believe,  he  thought  he 
saw  a  large  "  speck  of  war"  in  the  horizon,  and 
not  with  Spain  alone.  We  ought,  in  due  time,  to 
make  preparation  for  a  contest  which  sooner  or 
later  must  come.  In  illustrating  the  importance 
of  fortifications,  Mr.  S.  s^iid  that  during  our  his- 
tory three  of  oor  largest  and  most  important  com- 
mercial cities  had  been  saved  by  them— alluding, 
in  the  Revolutiooary  w^,  to  Charleston,  and,  u 
the  late  war  to  Baltimore,  and  New  Orleans — for, 
much  as.was  due  U>  the  bravery  and  skill  of  its 
defenders  at  the  entrenchments,  it  was  also  true 
that  Fort  St.  Philip  below  had  been  equally  neces- 
sary to,  and  efficient  in  the  preservation  of  New 
Orleans.  Resoriine  to  foreign  history,  he  quoted 
tbat  of  France,  to  snow  that  she  had  been  saved 
by  her  engineers,  artillerists,  and  fortifications,  &c. 
He  hoped  the  epprooriations  necessary  to  this  im- 
portant object  would  not  be. withheld. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  filling  the 
blank  with  $1,520,000,  and  negatived  by  a  largr 
majority. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  filling  it  with 
$800,000,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  a  vote 
of  73  to  61. 

The  appropTiattoD  for  repairs,  &.a-  at  West 
Point,  was  moved  by  Mr.  Cannon  to  be  stricken 
from  the  bill ;  but  the  House  decided  to  retain  iL 

The  apOTopriatTon  for  completing  the  arsenal  at 
Aususta,  Georgia,  next  came  up.  Mr.CoBB&tated, 
andMr.  Reio  confirmed  tbestalement,  that,  how- 
ever eligibly  situated,  its  location  was  in  so  un- 
healthy a  site,  as  to  make  it  unfit  for  occupation, 
and  that  there  was  no  prospect  of  this  objection 
being  obviated.  The  utpropriaEion  was,  after 
heanng  a  statement  of  Mr.  Smits^  of  Maryland, 
in  defence  of  it,  stricken  from  tixe  bill,  by  a  vote  oj 
56  to  48. 

Jdr.  T&1MB1.E  then  moved  the  following  amend' 
ment  to  the  bill : 

"To  oDsble  tfaefiaoreUiT  of  Wu  laraiMwUHl  tx- 
tend  a  caoiract  with  John  P.  OuTMcbH,  of  DcUwua, 
foe  one  tboownd  banelt  a!  pDwiler,  if  be  ihall'to 
chooM  to  lanew  and  axtend;  and  the  said  OuieMhca 
■h>Il  lecure  the  loan  of  powder  slrsadj  made  to  Peter 
Biuduy,  32,00(1  dollan.  Provided,  Ihat  thii  appropri- 
atinn  ■hall  oat  be  conitraed  to  aaoctioD  the  oiiginal 
loan  of  powder  to  Peter  BaoJaj,  or  to  eioaeitle  bd7 

Etaon  or  peraona ' from  their  liability  to  the  United 
alei  for  making  aaid  loan-" 
A  debacle  of  one  and  a  half  hour's  duration  arose 


, ..  was  supported  by  Mr, 

TBiMfiLE,of  Kentucky,  and  Mr.  McLtne,  of  DeU- 
wat&  and  opposed  by  Mr.  McCoy,  of  Virginia, 
Mr.  Walker,  of  North  Carolina^  Mr.  Cannon, 
of  Teimessee,  Mr.  Wh-liams.  of  North  Carolina, 
Mr.  Slocohb,  of  North  Carolina,  Mr.  Storbb,  of 
New  York,  and  Mr.  Rose,  of  Ohio. 

The  propoeition  was  finally  rejected,  by  a  con- 
lidenthle  majority. 

Mr.  Olat,  in  ofiering  the  following  amendment, 
Iniefiy  adverted  to  its  importance  and  interesting 
nature.  Therewere,  he8aid,eleven  States,  (eonnt- 
ing  Missouri  and  Arkansas,)  more  or  less  interest- 
ed in  it.  Manv  steamboats  were  employed  in  this 
navigation,  and  many  morewould  be;  and  he  did 
verilv  believe  that,  by  an  expenditure  of  a  hundred 
or  a  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollats,  and  an 
annual  expenditure  thereafter  of  ten  or  fifteen 
thousand  dollars,  the  navigation  could  be  made 
perfectly  safe.  He  hoped,  as  this  appropiation 
was  analogous  to  one  or  more  contamea  in  the 
bill,  there  would  be  no  objection  to  iL 

"  For  makins  a  iDrrej,  map*,  and  charts,  of  Ih* 
Ohio  and  Mia«ia«i^i  rlMra,  ft«ni  lb*  Kspida  of  the  , 
Ohio  ptLoniniUe,  to  the  Balise,  for  tha  pnrpoM  of 
faalitating  aod  aapertainuig  the  moat  practicable  mode 
of  improiing  the  aavigatioD  of  thoM  liTcra,  "Gto  ibon- 
■und  iloUara." 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  withont  a  division. 

Mi.  Cobb  then  onered  the  following  unend- 
ment  to  the  bill : 

For  the  pniposa  of  holding  tisatiei  with  tha  Creek 
and  Cberoke*  Iribea  of  Indiana,  for  the  eitiiigniabmeDt 
of  the  Indian  title  to  ail  the  lands  within  the  Stale  of 
Goatgia,  puiaaant  to  tbe  fourth  eundtlion  of  the  Srat 
aitida  ot  the  Articles  of.  Agreement  and  Ceaaion  eon- 
clnded  Iwtweiui  tha  Unitetl  State*  and  the  State  of 
Oeoigia,  on  the  S4th  da;  of  April,  I80S,  thq  lUD)  of 
thirty  thooNUid  dollara.'' 

When  the  Committee  rose,  and  rqiwted  pro- 
gress, and  the  House  adjourned. 

Fbioay,  March  10. 

Mi.  WABriBLD  presented  a  petition  of -sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  of  Montgomery  county, 
in  the  State  of  Maryland,  staying  that  so  much 
of  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  last  session  as  author: 
izes  a  toriipike  com»ny  to  make  a  road  from 
Tennelly  Town  to  Geo^etown,  and  to  colleet 
toll  thneon ;  as  also  to  erect  toll-gatee  oo  the  roads 
leading  from  Tennelly  Town  to  Brookville,  and 
to  Leesburg,  may  be  repealed,  for  reasons  vet  forth 
in  the  petition ;  which  was  refored  to  the  Cotn- 
mitteeToi  the  District  of  Columbia. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit:  An  act  making  further  provision  for 
the  sale  of  the  public  lands ;  and  an  act  further  to 
suspend  for  a  limited  time  the  sale  or  forfeiture 
of  mds  for  failure  in  completing  the  payments 
thereon ;  in  which  they  ask  the  eimaurrence  of 
this  House. 

The  said  lulls  wera  read  twice,  and  severaUy  re- 
,  ferred  to  the  Committee  on  tbe  FuUic  Lands. 


^yCoOi-^lc 
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JoamaU  (^  the  (Hd  Cmgrm. 


Mr.  Cannon  submilled  the  following  Tesola- 


\,  That  the  CamFnillM  oftha  Whole  Holue 
who  hive  andec  conaiileration  the  hill  making  ip^ro- 
priation*  for  the  Military  Eatabliibment  far  the  year 
18M,  be  iaatrncled  to  ioquire  into  tha  aiprdiencj  of 
■boliihiDg  the  Military  Acadsmy  at  Weat  Point,  in 
the  Btale  of  Haw  ¥ork ;  elia,  af  repealing  all  lawa  in 
relatian  to  aaiil  Aeademj,  from  and  after  the  Grat  day 
of  Hay  Doit,  and  eipoeing  to  aale,  to  the  higheM  bid- 
der, all  the  property  of  the  United  Statea  ia  and  about 
(be  aame,  in  aucb  manner  aa  may  be  directed  by  the 
Freaidant  of  the  United  Slatea. 

The  resotutioD  being  read,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Mbt;- 
laii(l,moTedthat  it  lie  on  the  table;  which  motion 
was  rejected ;  and  the  qaeation  was  taken  to  agree 
lo  the  same,  and  passed  in  the  affirmatiTe. 

JOURNAL  OF  THE  OLD  00NGBE8S. 

Mr.  Stbother  rose  and  said,  that  he  thought  it 
iDdispensably  his  dutjr  lo  call  up  ■  motton  he  bad 
made  some  time  before ;  that  certainly  the  time 
had  afTiTed,  when  no  reaMin  conid  longer  exist  for 
.  refusing  to  publish  the  Secret  Journal  of  the  Old 
Congress ;  that,  in  making  this  motiau,  he  did 
not  mean  to  allude  to  any  particular  measures  or 
the  actors  in  them.  All  he  should  say  cU  that 
subject  was,  that  whaterer  thejr  contained  should 
be  known  to  the  people ;  (hat,  if  it  appeared  from 
tbem,  there  were  subjects  of  great  national  concern 
agitated,  the  consequences  of  which  would  hare 
been  of  the  hiehesi  importance,  and  there  were 
men  who,  on  those  occasions,  have  rendered  great 
services  to  their  country  by  their  eiertions  in  de- 
fending their  tights,  Mr.  S.  said  it  ought  to  be 
known,  that  every  man  might  have  that  credit 
with  his  country  he  is  entitled  to.  If,  on  the  con- 
trary, there  were  men  who,  in  their  opinion,  had 
actM  wrong,  or  wished  to  sacrifice  any  of  the  in- 
terests belonging  to  the  Union,  and  whicb'tbey  did 
not  consider  as  peculiarly  favorable  to  the  Slates 
they  represented,  but  which  might  be  injurious  to 
them — if  there  were  such  men  still  alive,  and  who 
might  possiU)^  be  brought  forward  as  candidates 
for  office,  was  il  not  equally  proper  that  the  whole 
of  their  puUic  conduct  should  also  be  known ; 
or  how  can  the  public  judge,  while  the  veil  of 
secrecy  is  still  thjvwn  over  it?  Mr.  S.  thought 
that  it  was  highly  proper  that  nothing  which  was 
of  importance  to  the  country,  and  which  bad  been 
previously  agitated  in  our  public  councils  at  that 
distant  day,  should  be  kept  from  die  public  eye. 
He  adverted  to  the  strange  appearance  it  might 
have  that  the  Secret  Journal  of  Congress  should 
be  published  dnring  the  Revdutionary  war,  when 
the  secrets  might  be  considered  as  of  more  delicacy 
and  importance  than  in  time  of  peace,  when  there 
was  reasons  to  suppose'none  sucn,  or  at  least ) 
of  equal  importance,  could  have  exisied- 

Mr.  S.  made  manyolher  remarks  on  the  subject, 
tending  to  prove  the  extreme  impropriety  of  any 
longer  withholdinK  from  the  pubhc  a  view  of  the 
Secret  Journal,  which  he  contended  would  cost 
but  very  little,  and  did  not  consist  of  more  than 
sixty  or  eighty  pa^,  and  were  all  transcribed  an 
ready  for  publication ;  to  prove  which,  he  read 


,  nhe 

had  himself  moved,  for  the  publicalion  of  the  Se- 
cret Journal. 

Af^er  he  had  closed,  some  desultory  conversation 
took  place,  which,  showing  that  many  members 
would  vote  against  it — 

Mr.  0.  PiKCKNEV  said,  that  he  hoped  the  motion 
would  prevail;  that  it  was  difficult  to  see  what 
reasons  could  exist  against  it ;  that,  if  Ih»  Secret 
Journal  of  the  Old  Congress,  from  1775  to  1783, 
(the  concIusioD  of  the  peace)  were  ordered  to  be 

Gblished,  why  not  these  t  la  the  former,  il  might 
vc  been  much  more  improper  than  in  the  latter, 
because  the  whole  of  the  Secret  Journals  contained 
the  secret  proceedings  of  Congress  during  the  war, 
in  which  there  may  have  been  many  private  nevoti- 
alions  with  different  States  in  Europe,  which  those 
States  might  not  wish  to  have  exposed.  That  wai 
the  time  also  when  spies,  and  private  emissaries, 
andasentswereDecEssary,andin  many  cases  indis- 

Einsable,  some  of  whom  mig^t  be  alive,  or  their 
milies,  who  would  not  wish  it  known  that  their 
friends  bad  been  engaged  in  practices  generaLU[ 
not  deemed  honorable.  But,  from  the  year  17^ 
to  1789,  the  commencement  of  the  new  Govern- 
ment, no  such  secret  could  exist.  He  imderstood, 
from  information  which  came  from  the  Secretary 
of  State,  that  the  whole  of  the  remainder  did  not 
contain  more  than  sixty  or  eighty  pages — not  the 
size  of  many  of  the  voluminous  documents  pub- 
lished this  session — the  expense,  therefore,  would 
be  but  small.  As  to  the  contents,  Mr.  P.  said,  he 
was  only  in  Congress  about  half  the  time  from 
1783  to  17B9 ;  but,  during  that  time,  an  event  oc- 
curred which  must  he  recorded  on  the  Secret  Jour- 
nal, which,  in  his  judgment,  alone  made  it  necessary 
that  this  part  of  the  Journal  should  be  publistfea. 
It  was  a  long  time  since  it  had  occurred,  and  there- 
fore what  he  stated  would  of  course  be  to  the  best 
of  his  recollection.  If  there  should  be  any  mis- 
takes, he  would  be  willing  to  correct  them ;  it  waf 
an  event  uf  great  importance,  in  his  opinion,  in  the 
civil  history  of  this  country,  and  to  which  ne  bod 
alluded,  in  his  observations  on  the  Missouri  bill, 
but  which  be  would  now  more  particularly  state, 
as  he  bad  heard  that  what  be  had  said  before  must 
have  been  misunderstood. 

Mr.  P.  said,  that,  in  r785-'6,  he  believed  "%,  two 
or  three  years  afler  the  peace,  Spain  being  very 
anxious  on  the  sul»ect,  sent  out  Don  Diego  de 
Gardoqui,  as  her  Minister,  to  this  country,  with 
instructions  to  offer  to  the  United  States  a  treaty 
of  commerce,  which  she  said  was  an  advantageous 
one,  if  we  would,  in  the  same  treaty,  consent  to 
give  up  the  navigation  of  that  j«rt  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, whichranthroughtheSpaolsh  dominions,  for 
twenty-five  years.  Mr.  John  Jay  was  the  Secretary 
of  Foreign  ASkirs.  The  treaty,  according  to  the 
then  routine  of  business,  was  referred  to  nim  lo 
report  hb  opinion,  and,  to  the  best  of  his  remem- 
brance, be  recommended  its  adoption.  Seven, 
beingall  Eastern  and  Northern  States,  did  vole  for 
it :  but  owing  to  ttie  Confederation  requiring  nine 
States  aa  necessary  to  fonn  a  treaty,it  wu  defeated. 


Digni2 
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Military  AppnpHaHtmi. 


H.  or  R. 


Mr.  P.  said,  that,  if  any  part  of  the  pnUic  busnew 
af  ibis  country,  in  which  he  had  any  agency,  gave 
him  more  pletaure  than  Boother,  it  was  the  aceney 
he  bad  in  association  with  the  diatingaiihed  gen- 
tlemen now  high  in  office  in  Wathington,  in  pre- 
Teniing  it.  He  beliered  he  mig^t  renttire  to  say, 
it  was  owiDK  to  ihemi  and  another,  nOw  gone,  that 
the  whole  of  the  Western  cotmlry  was  sared  to  lu; 
that  the  Mississippi  still  flows  through  American 
lands,  and  that  her  members  here,  so  honorably 
fill  these  seats.  Andha7ing,asheobserTedontbe 
Missouri  question,  and,  he  said,  let  him  here  repeal 
it,  coutribnted,  at  that  distant  day,  to  ssre  the 
parent,  he  felt  great  pleasure  on  the  late  great  oc- 
casion, in  contributing  his  hnmUe  efibrls  to  save 
her  children. 

The  resolution  was  taken  np  and  pttsaed. 
MILITARr  APPB0PHIATI0M8. 

The  House  again  resolred  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  annual  military  appro- 
priatioEt  hill. 

Mr.  Cobb  withdrew  the  motion  which  he  yes- 
lerdav  cjffered  to  amend  the  bill,  onder  the  impres' 
sion  that  it  had  better  be  annexed  to  the  bill  maling 


so  as  to  appropriate  eighteen  hundred  dollars,  for 
a  snrrey  of  the  Mississippi  rirer,  from  the  moHtb 
of  the  Miuouri  rirer,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio, 
with  a  view  to  the  practicability  of  improving  its 
navigation.  AAer  some  observations  from  Mr. 
Clay,  and  others,  which  went  to  show  that  this 
object  was  already  provided  for,  Mr.  C.  withdrew 
his  proposition. 

Mr.  CooKB  thMi  inquired,  from  the  chairman 
of  the  Conuniltee  of  Ways  and  Mcnas,  what  por- 
tion of  the  appropriations  contained  in  this  bill  re- 
lated to  the  expenses  of  the  expedition  up  the  Mis- 
souri river ;  his  object  being  to  strike  out  that  part 
of  the  appropriation. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  answered,  that  he. 
could  not  say  more  on  this  subject  than  was  dis- 
closed by  the  report  on  this  subject  from  the  War 
Department,  in  pursuance  of  the  reqoisitioa  of 

this  House,  and  which  was  •-  '■■ "■— ■ '  *'"■ 

Hoiue. 

After  some  oonveisation,  it  appeared  to  be  se^ 


tied  that  the  proper  time  for  Mr.  Codkg'b  motitm 
would  be  when  the  question  came  before  the 
Heuae  of  concorrence  in  (he  af^ropriations  agreed 
to  by  this  Committee. 

And,  OB  motion  of  Mr.  Cijiy,  this  bill  having 
beeo  gone  through,  it  was  ordend  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  considaalion 
of  the  propositioa  of  Mr.  Cavhon,  directing  the 
Conumttee  of  the  Whole  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  abolishing  the  Miiitaty  Academy; 
-wlieieupoii  a  debate  of  three  hours  arose. 

Mr.  CannoN  said,  in  reply  to  the  aigumcnts  of 
those  who  had  spoken  in  Uvot  of  keeping  up  the 
Military  Academy,  if  any  thing  coold  deter  him 
from  pursuing  the  course  pointed  out  to  hiip  by 
what  he  believed  to  be  his  daty  as  a  member  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  it  would  be  that  of 


differing  in  opinion  with  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  who  is  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  (Mr.  S.  Shitb,)  also  tbai 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Shttr,) 
and  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  (Mr.  Blooh- 
neun,)^  of  whose  opinions  he  held  in  tbe  highest 
respect,  and  he  was  wdl  aware  had  great  influence 
in  the. House,  more  especially  on  the  subject  of 
militaryafiairs  or  military  science;  to  the  superior 
knowledge  and  experience  of  those  honorable  gen- 
tlemen he  would  always  yield,  foT  he  felt  it  to  be 
the  height  of  presumption  to  i^>pOBe  his  opinions 
on  any  subject  to  those  of  the  gentlemoi  whose 
names  he  had  mentioned.  But.  said  he,  the  gen- 
tlemen I  hare  alluded  to,  as  well  as  all  others  who 
have  spoken  on  the  subject,  have  not  stated  my 
arguments  correctly ;  they  seem  Co  have  misun- 
deiBlood  me  entirely,  however  explicitly  I  have 
attempted  to  state  my  opinions  to  toe  House.  The 
gHitlranen  are  quite  mistaken  if  they  tiuppose  iknt 
I  am  «i^x»ed  lo  the  accumulation  of  militarv 
science.  Sir.  said  he,  I  have  never  expressed  such 
opinions  on  tnis  floor  or  elsewhere ;  nor,  said  he, 
shall  any  gentleman  understand  me  to  entertain 
such  opinions.  He  said  he  had  distinctly  told  the 
House,  on  a  former  occasion,  that  he  was  decidedly 
in  favor  of  the  diffusion  of  military  science  amongst 
the  general  mass  of  the  people  of  the  United  Slates. 
But  be  was  opposed  to  confining  it  to  a  favorite 
few — a  privif^cd  order — and  to  this  course  of 
teaching  the  sons  of  our  most  wealthy  citizens  at 
public  expense,  while  you  neglect  the  helpless  or- 

Shans  of  those  whose  blood  has  crimsoned  your 
elds  of  battle  in  the  defence  of  our  country — 
while  you  not  onlyreflise  lo  expend  a  single  dollar 
for  their  education,  but  you  have  even  refused  to 
give  them  bread  until  they  shall  be  able  to  procure 
subsistence  for  themselves.  These  were  ibe  opin-' 
ions  he  had  beibre  expressed  on  this  subjec'  — ' 


United  States  undertook  to  leach  military  science, 
which  he  thought  himself  uecessaiy,  it  ought  to  be 
taught  to  the  militia  officers  at  public  expense,  by 
whiHn  it  would  be  taught  to  the  citizens  generally, 
and  di^ised  and  expanded  through  the  wnole  mass 
of  the  people;  and  these  argumoits,  he  said,  no 
eevtle^n  bad  undertaken  lo  answer.  But  gen- 
uemen,  he  said,  had  advocated  this  enormous  ex- 
penditure of  the  public  money  at  the  Military 
Academy  on  the  ground  that  it  was  necessary  for 
the  defence  of  the  country.  But,  nir.  said  be,  I  for 
one  do  not  believe  this  country  will  ever  be  de- 
fended by  this  Military  Academy ;  nor  did  he  be- 
lieve we  covid  depend,  for  the  defence  of  the 
country,  on  those  persons  who  have  been  or  ma^ 
heteaiwr  be  educated  there ;  nor  did  he  believe  this 
country  ought  ever  to  depend  on  a  regular  army 
for  defence ;  nor  did  he  believe  we  ought  to  de- 
pend on  military  fortifications  for  our  defence. 
Sir,  said  he,  I  for  one  cannot  rely  on  any  of  the 
modes  of  defence  I  have  mentioned;  nor  can  I 
rdy  on  the  whole  of  them  mil  together,  notwith- 
standing the  vast  amount  of  money  we  are  annu- 
ally expending  on  them,  I  believe  the  defence  of 
tfaisQoTemmeitC,  said  he,  rests  on  a  more  safe  and 
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Mcure  founditioD.  It  U  last  resti  on  your  militia, 
the  people,,  tbe  citizens  of  these  United  Statn. 
Tbey  have  heretofore  defended  our  Govemment 
in  the  loost  iryiDg  times  of  difficulty  and  danger ; 
and,  sir,  they  willdefrnd  it  again  wnenever  it  be- 
comes  neceaaary.  You  never  have  y«  called  on 
them  in  vain,  (notwithstanding  youi  ne«lect  to 
qaalifv  them  to  discharge  this  duty  at  puUic  ex- 
pense,) and  let  me  tell  you,  sir,  that  you  never  will 
call  on  them  in  vain.  So  lonf[  aa  thii  Govern- 
ment shall  be  preserved  in  its  original  purity,  every 
man  will  be  his  own  and  his  country's  defender. 
He  did  not,  he  said,  wish  to  induce  Ine  people  of 
his  country  to  look  to  any  other  source  fot  the  de- 
'  fence  of  our  Government.  .  Ann  and  instract  y<mr 
militia,  and  we  are  safe  from  invasion  of  any  de- 
scription and  from  any  quarter.  This  he  was 
aware  would  not  be  done  so  lon^  as  we  lavished 
away  our  money  on  rqular  armies,  fortifieations, 
and  military  academies.    But,  sir,  said  he,  if  we 

Gon  with  our  syst«B  of  aristocracy,  we  may  soon 
«  sight  of  first  principles;  we  may  pamper  a 
few  favorites  of  the  wrakhy  at  the  expense  of 
the  Goverooiait,  and  neglect  tbe  poor  and  the 
orphan,  until  our  Oovernment  toav  become  so 
oomipt  and  oppifssive  that  the  peojue  ought  not 
to  defend  it 

He  said  he  believed  the  tendency  of  all  Govem- 
menta  was  towards  ariitowacy,  aitd  he  feared  onr 
Oovernment  was  going  the  same  course.  He  be- 
lieved it  was  our  duty  to  guard  against  such  things  ^ 
for,  nid  he.  if  we  norse  them  and  encourage  their 
growth  a  little  longer,  they  will  acquire  i 
strength,  such  an  interest  will  be  interwoven 
formed  around  them,  as  to  bid  defiance  to  all 
tempts  input  them  down.  This,  he  said,  il.. 
ba  oDvious  to  all  who  have  turned  their  attention 
in  the  least  to  ih^  pnwress  of  the  European  Gov- 
ernments. He  said  he  knew  the  task  he  had  taken 
on  himself  was  a  voy  unplosant  one;  that  he 
would  be  subjected  to  the  remarks  of  many  who 
felt  a  deep  interest  in  this  institntion,  but  it  would 
not  deter  him  from  the  dlseharge  of  bis  duty.  Hht 
own  situation  in  life,  he  said,  would  probaUy  en- 
able him  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  this  instilatioti, 
should  it  be  kept  up,  at  some  future  day ;  and, 
could  he  be  ihtluenced  by  his  own  peiaonal  inter- 
est, he  could,  wiUiDUt  ntoning  even  the  li^  of 
being  charged  with  a  neglect  of  duty,  have  re- 
mained silent  on  the  subject.  Bui,  sir,  said  he, 
so  long  as  I  entertain  the  opinions  I  now  do  re- 
Electing  diis  monstrous  system  of  aristocracy,  that 
many  gentlemen  are  so  fond  of,  I  cannot,  u  the 
diseoarge  of  that  duty  I  owe  tn  myself  and  my 
country,  look  on  this  growing  evil  without  at  least 
making  an  effort,  however  feeble  it  may  b^  I 
check  its  growth  or  put  it  out  of  existence,  whal 
ever  feelings  may  be  excited  among  honmable 
members  of  thb  House,  or  those  who  enjoy  the 
benefits  of  this  inctitntioi),  or  are  concerned  in  its 
direction  w  administration.  He  thought  some  re- 
gard otiflht  always  to  be  had  to  tbe  «raal  distribu- 
tion of  toe  favors  and  benefits  of  this  Govonment ; 
but  that,  if  uiy  partiality  or  favor  was  shcrwn,  it 
should  be  in  favor  of  the  weaker  part,  and  not  the 
Bttong  i  and  be  hoped  this  paineiple  woidd  never 


enjoyed 
by  the  poor  nor  the  luljiless  heretofore,  ft  is 
placed  entirely  out  of  iheir  reach.  It  has  been, 
with  very  few  exceptions,  enjoyed  by  wealthy 
people,  wno  are  competent  to  educate  their  sons 
at  their  own  expense  anywhere  without  any  as* 
sistance  from  the  Government.  And.  sir,  said  he, 
tnm  and  twist  it  whi^  way  you  will,  I  can  view 
it  as  nothing  more  or  less  taan  robbing  the  poor 
to  increase  the  wealth  and  splendor  oi  the  rich. 
This  course,  he  said,  had  been  imrsued  too  long 
already,  and  he  called  on  gentlemm  to  consider 
the  oonscqaencea  that  would  inevitaUy  result  from 
such  a  course  of  legislation,  and  pause  before  they 
made  the  decisioQ. 

Mr.  Clay  submitted  a  rexriutioa  "that  it  is 
wtspedient  at  this  time  to  abolish  the  Military 
Academy  at  West  Point." 

Those  who  BQpported  the  affirmative  and  nega- 
tive sides  of  this  jHoposition,  in  debate,  were  as 
follows :  Affirmative — Messrs.  Clat,  Woon,  Cahp- 
BBLL,  Foot,  Tohlinbon,  FtTLLnn,  9mith  of  Ma- 
ryland, Smttd  of  Virginia,  BLOomiBLD,  Brown, 
and  Cabs.  N^galift — Messrs.  Livbhkorb,  Robb, 
STEvEna,  Walebk,  Shits  of  North  Carolina, 
and  Canmom. 

Among  tbe  supporters  of  the  Academy,  Mr. 
Cahtbeli.,  and  perbt^  others,  were  of  opinion 
the  number  of  sludentk  might  be  reduced  one 
half,  and  of  course  tbe  expenditure  proportionsbly. 

A  motion  was  made  to  strike  out  the  syllable  in 
from  Mt.  Ci^v'b  rsotion,  so  as  to  make  il  read 
eapedimU  instead  at  fyuxpedittit.  This  motion  was 
negatived,  after  a  division,  in  which  it  was  sup- 
ported by  forty-one  votes,  and  Mr.  Glat'b  motion 
prevailed  by  a  like  nMyority. 

Tbe  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  thdr 
agreement  to  this  resolution;  and  also  reported, 
with  amendments,  the  Militarr  AiuiropriatioB 
bUl. 

Sattbdat,  March  11. 
A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 

the  United  Statu,  tranamittiag  to  Cottgnas  a 
report  from  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  of  the  oper- 
attons  of  that  iaotitation  during  the  last  year. 

Among  the  petitions  to^lay,  was  oaa  from  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  ike  city  of  Philadelphia 
praying  that  the  system  established  by  law  of 


allowing  a  credit  for  the  duties  on  goods,  W 
and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  8l 
may  not  be  cbangea  to  a  cash  payment 


:  States 
(rf  said 


duties ;   which  was  referred,  and  ordered  t 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hendbiokb,  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals  were  instraeted  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  appoint- 
ment of  commissioners  to  view  and  mark  out  a 
road,  as  a  continnation  of  the  national  road  from 
Wheeling,  in  Virginia,  to  the  seat  of  govemment 
of  tbe  State  of  Ohio ;  thence  to  tbe  contemplated 
seat  of  goTemment  of  the  State  of  Indiana :  thence 
to  the  seat  of  govemment  of  the  State  of  tllinois ; 
and  thoice  to  BL  Chailea,  m  tbe  Missouri  river, 
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on  the  oeareat  direelioB,  and  on  the  best  ground 
that  can  be  selected. 

A  motion  wan  auide  by  Mr.  Rhea,  that  tfae 
Committee  ot  the  Whole,  to  which  is  committed 
the  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  an  act,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  proTide  for  persoti!!  who  were 
ditaUed  by  known  wounds  received  in  the  Revo- 
Intionary  war,  and  for  other  purposes,"  be  dis- 
cfaai^  from  tae  further  consideration  thereof,  and 
that  It  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  oa  Pen- 
sons  and  Revolutionary  Claims. 

And,  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  nE^tire. 

The  Committer  on  Roads  and  Canals  were  dis- 
cfaai^d  from  so  much  of  the  resolution  of  the 
Q«Deial  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  referred  to 
them  on  the  9th  instant,  as  relates  to  a  pre-emption 
in  the  purchase  of  lands  for  sites  of  conrthouses 
for  certain  counties  in  that  State,  and  it  was  refier- 
nA  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  made  on  the  28th  Jan- 
iiary  last,  nufavomble  to  the  petition  of  PhiaeBS< 
Andrews,  and  Mr.  CuLrepBR  moved  to  reverse  the 
report;  which  motion  was  negatived,  and  the  re- 
port wat  agreed  to. 

Onmotion,lbeCommitteeoftheWhole  to  which 
is  committed  the  bill  making  fmlher  appropria- 
tions of  money  for  continuing  the  work  upon  the 
centre  building  of  the  Capitm,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, was  discharged  from  the  consideration 
thereof,  and  it  was  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Woole  to  whom  is  committed  tiie  bill  making 
BiHtroMistionB  for  the  support  of  the  Giovemment 
for  1^. 

MILITARY  APPS0PEIAT10H8. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of^  the  Whole  on  the  bill  making 
appropriatioDs  for  the  support  of  the  Military  £s- 
Ublishment  for  the  year  1830. 

On  the  question  to  concur  in  filling  the  blank 
for  medieaK  hospital,  and  quartenoaslet's  stores, 
with  SSOOjOOO,  a  debate  was  commenced  by  Mi* 
Cocke,  of  Tennessee — opposition  being  made  to  it 
by  him  oD  the  ground  ot  noslility  to  the  Missouri 
eipediiion. 

The  further  prosecution  of  that  expedition  was 
supported  and  opposed  by  the  following  gentle- 
men :  JjImuiJiM— Messrs.  SiMKina,  Stbotheb, 
Smith  oT  Maryland,  Cook,  Q,dabi.eb,  Shitb  of 
Virginia,  Rhea, and  Sebobast.  Negoiivt — Messrs. 
CoCEB,  STOBRa,  Haboin,  Roas,  and  Foot. 

The  question  being  taken  on  agreeine  to  the 
proposed  sum  of  ^500,000  for  this  item  oif  eipen- 
diture,  it  vras  decided  thus:   For  this  amoun 
agaiost  it  75. 

So  the  House  refused  to  concur  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whi^e  in  filling  the  blank  with  this 
sum.  And,  withont  proceed  ing  furthn  in  the  bill, 
the  House  adjourned,  at  near  4  o'clock. 

Monday,  March  13. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Piniiall,  the  House  proceeded 

to  the  conaidenilion  of  the  motion  submitted  by 

turn  some  weeks  ago,  for  smotding  &e  rules  of  Uie 
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Hotlse,  BO' as  to  oblige  the  Stenographers  admitted 
within  the  walls  to  be  under  oath,  &c. 

This  proposition  was  supported  by  Mes-irs.  Pin- 
DALL  and  Cannon,  and  was  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Sihkihs,  Wabfield,  and 
Walker. 

On  the  question  lo  agree  thereto,  it  was  decided 
the  negative,  without  a  division.  So  the  ma- 
in was  rejected. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  fi^lowitiA 
titles,  to  wit  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Hai£ 
iog,  Giles  Harding,  John  Shute,  and  John  Nich- 
ols ;"  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Gabriel  God&oy  ;" 
and  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Lefevre" — 
in  which  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

MILITARY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  House  then  again  proceeded  to  the  conaid- 
eration  of  the  hill  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  Military  Establishment  for  the  year 

120. 

And  the  question  being  on  Glling  the  blank  &)i 
the  amount  of  appropriation  for  the  duaxiennas- 
ter's  Department — the  House  having  on  Saturday 
refused  lo  fill  it  with  ^500,000— 

Mr.  Cook  moved  to  fill  it  with  $400,000;  thus 
reducing  it  a  hundred  thousand,  with  a  view  to 

Testing  the  Missouri  Expedition. 

Mr.  Tbihhlg  moved  to  fill  it  with  $480,000. 
He  intimated  his  opinion,  that,  after  what  had 
passed  indicative  of  the  views  of  this  House,  and 
particularlv  under  the  present  aspect  of  our  foreign 
relations,  the  expedition  would  he  restricted  to  the 
Council  Bluffs.  But,  even  in  retracing  its  steps, 
*  certain  expenses  must  be  incurred,  to  the 
:  amount,  or  very  nearly,  as  if  the  expedition 
had  gone  on. 

Now  again  commenced  the  debate  on  the  merits 
of  the  expedition  to  the  Yellow  Stone,  or  rather 
to  the  Mandan  villages ;  when  the  following  gen- 
tiemen  supported  and  opposed  the  prosecution  of 
the  expedition.  AMrniatiw — Messrs.  Holmes,  Stbo- 
THEfl,Bflow«,  E*oHD,  Gho89  of  Ncw  York,  Cook, 
Nelbon,  and  Rhea.  Negative — Messrs.  Soittbabd, 
Floyd,  Johnson,  Cocke,  Foot  and  Storrh. 

Mr.  Holmes  had  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with 
9495,000 ;  being,  in  effect,  a  propiwition  to  retain 
the  appropriation  for  the  prosecution  of  the  Mis- 
souri expedition  to  its  ultimate  objects. 

At'the  close  of  the  debate,  the  que^ion  on  this 

Siropositioo  was  decided,  by  yeas  and  nays,  by  the 
bllowing  vote :  For  that  sum,  77 ;  against  it  85. 
On  Mr.  Triiable's  motion,  the  vote  was  for 
his  motion,  77 ;  against  it,  84. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb  to  fill  the  blank  witii 
9450.000,  (predicated  on  the  maintenance  of  the 
expeiition  at  the  Council  Btufis,)  the  questioi 


t  taken  by  yeas  and  nafs,  b 


„_  J ^  ,  a  decided  af- 

finnativfiy,  by  a  large  majority ;  and  the  House 

adjourned. 

TcBenAY,  March  14. 

Mr.  Smyth,  from  the  Committee  on  MiJitary 

Affitirs,  reported  a  bill  concerning  the  Military 
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Academy;  which  wu  lead  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Commitle«  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Slouuhb,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  directed  to  inquire,  and  reoort 
to  this  House,  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what, 
measures  are  necei^ary  to  be  taken  for  the  greater 
security  of  debts  due  the  United  States  in  couse- 
queoce  of  certain  loans  of  powder,  lead,  and  other 
munitions  belonging  to  Government,  baring  been 
made  to  private  citizens,  by  an  officer  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates  was  requested  to  communicate  to 
this  House  any  information  which  may  have  been 
receired  by  the  Department  of  State,  or  other  Ex- 
ecutive department,  of  the  amount  of  claims  of 
the  citizens  of  the  United  Slates  for  Spanish  spo- 
liations upon  their  property  and  commerce,  or  those 
for  which  the  Spanish  Government  are  held  re- 
sponsible. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Caupbgll,  a  committee  was 
apnointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
Tiaing  by  law  for  the  satisfaclioa  of  unlocated 
warrants,  which  have  issued  to  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  Virginia  line  on  continental  establishment ; 
and,  also,  for  the  cmaDation  of  patents,  in  cases 
where  locations  have  been  made,  and  patents  not  ob- 
tained ;  and  Messrs.  Campbell,  Beecher,  Nelbon 
of  Virginia,  Brown,  and  Sloan,  were  appointed 
a  committee  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution. 

Mr.  Bt-OOMFIELD  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Jlem/red,  That  Brigsdier  General  Bnjil,  of  the  Aroi; 
of  the  United  Slates  in  the  lale  wot  with  Great  Brilaia, 
be  ailtnitieJ  within  the  Home  ofReiireBcntaLlvei. 

The  said  resolution  being  read,  Mr.  Flotd 
moved  to  lay  the  same  on  the  table ;  which  mo- 
tion was  negatived,  and  the  resolve  was  agreed  to. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  to 
wit:  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  HardiDg,  Giles 
Harding,  John  SbutejBod  John  Nichols;  An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Gabriel  Godfroy  ;  and  An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Joseph  Lefevre,  were  read  twice,  and 
severally  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
lilies,  to  wit ;  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Cassin, 
widow  and  administratrix  of  Patrick  Cassin,  de- 
ceased }  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Swaitwout; 
dtid  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Rosalie  P.  Deslonde ; 
in  which  last  mentioned  bills  they  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

The  Spbakbh  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  a  re- 
port of  the  Fifth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  "  relative 
to  the  progress  that  has  been  made  in  building  the 
lighthouse  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,"  ren- 
dered in  obedience  to  the  tei<oluiion  of  the  9lh  in- 
stant; which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
MILITARY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
making  anpropriatioos  for  the  support  of  the  Mili- 
'  tary  Establishment  for  the  year  1620. 

The 'item  of  fortifications  next  presenting  itself 
oi  consideration — and  the  question  being  on  con-  ' 


^_.  with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  in 

filliog  the  blank  for  the  amount  with  the  sum  of 
eight  hundred  thousand  dollars — 
Mi.  Butler,  of  New  Hampshire,  said  he  was 

opposed  to  the  appropriation  of  $800,000  for  forti- 
fication ;  $500,000  only  was  appropriated  last  year, 
and  that  sum  will  continue  the  work  this  year. 
You  cannot  expect  to  complete  your  works  of  de- 
fence, on  an  extensive  coast,  in  one  year,  nor  in 
many  years.  Very  targe  ttums  have  been  expended 
in  works  of  defence  annually,  and  more  than  twelve 
millions  have  been  expended  since  the  year  17d9. 
Now  our  Treasury  is  empty,  we  are  required  lo 
increase  this  expenditure  $300,000.  You  are  told 
that  contracts  are  made ;  that  the  Secretary  waols 
the  money ;  that  he  must  have  ii ;  nothing  less 
than  be  demands  will  do.  This  plM  of  aeccBsity 
you  have  at  every  session.  If  you  propose  a  re- 
duction xst  the  expenditures,  you  are  cnajved  wiUi 
want  of  confidence  in  the  depattmeau.  Thu9,sir, 
you  are  the  humble  servant  of  the  Executive. 
Passing  appropriation  bills  has  become  ■  matter 
of  course.  It  is  even  considered  unci* il  to  hesitate 
in  giving  the  sum  demanded.  You  may  as  well 
Buctiorize,  by  a  general  act,  each  Department  to 
use  what  money  they  may  want,  if  it  is  in  the 
Treasury,  and,  if  ot>t,  to  loan  it.  You  are  told 
that  you  cannot  refuse  the  money  they  ask.  If 
you  believe  they  waste  the  money,  you  must  im- 
peach them,  or  pass  resolutions  about  them.  Sir, 
the  Treasurer  informs  us  that  there  will  be  a  defi- 
cit of  five  millions  of  dollars :  that  "  whether  we 
augment  the  revenue  or  diminish  the  expenditure, 
a  loan  will  be  necessary."  If  you  propose  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  Army,  there  is  a  cry  of  war,  and  a  war 
bill  is  laid  on  your  table.  If  you  propcMC  to  abolish 
the  Miliiarv  Academy,  that  sink  of  dissipaiion, 
I  you  are  tola  that  mihtary  Ecience  will  be  forgotten, 
I  and  martial  spirit  and  ardor  will  become  extinct 
in  your  country.  If  you  propose  to  stay  vour  band 
in  fortifying  your  extensive  coa.'t  ana  building 
islands  m  the  sea,  large  suecks  of  war  are  seen ; 
your  cities  will  be  demolisned,  unless  the  work  is 
done  without  delav.  Sir,  your  expenditures  are 
increasing  faster  than  jour  revenue.  The  Trea- 
^  surer  informs  us,  in  his  report  on  the  bank,  that 
I  our  currency  has  fallen,  in  three  years,  from  one 
I  hundred  and  ten  millions  to  forty-five  millions  of 
dollars,  aod  that  our  exports  have  sunk  in  foreign 
markets  fifty  per  cent.;  that  general  distress  per- 
vades our  country.  If  this  be  correct,  his  estimate 
of  the  revenue  from  customs  will  prove  too  hicb, 
and,  I  fear,  from  the  sale  of  public  lands  also.  He 
says,  in  the  same  report,  "whether  commerce, 
I  splendid  mansions,  or  public  lands,  be  the  object 
of  desire,  the  means  by  which  the  gratification  is 
to  be  secured  are  hank  credits."  Sir,  the  Govern- 
ment, as  well  as  individuals,  must  economize,  or 
our  situation  wilt  brconie  drplorable.  A  public 
debt  is  not  a  public  blessiog.  Your  debt  is  now 
about  ninety  millions  of  dollars.  Make  another 
war,  and  add  ninety  millions  more,  and  the  fate 
of  the  nation  is  ^led.  Economy  and  retrenchment 
seemed  to  be  the  order  of  the  day  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session.  These  are  delicious  words  to 
the  readers  of  Congressional  speeches;  but  they 
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will  soon  depreciate,  like  your  currencj',  noleu 
u  gJTe  tbem  force  and  me&niDg  by  your  acts. 


you  giT 
Long  ■ 


about  iIiTery,  will  not  suffice  with  the  people. 
You  mint  curtail  your  expendicures,  or  the  people 
will  Dol  submit  to  your  power.  They  wilt  elect 
men  who  \viU  diminish  ibeir  burdens, 

Mr.  Cocke,  opposed  ibe  fiUioK  the  blaak  with 
the  amount,  and   Mr.  Smith,  oT  Maryland,   de- 

The  question  was  decided  affirraaiively,  by  yea« 
and  nays,  103  votes  lo  SI,  as  follows : 

Ykis — Maun.  Abbot,  Alaitodrr,  Archar  of  Virgi- 
nia. Dildnio,  Barbour,  flalemsn,  Ilajlj,  Bloomficld, 
Vndcn,  Broirn,  Brnib,  Buffan),  Bnller  srLouiuana, 
Case,  Cdbb,  Cook,  Cranrurd,  Cnnnell,  Caahoian, 
Culhbcrt,  DartinBton,  DaTidaon,  Denniaon,  Deoitt, 
Dickinaoa,  Donae,  Carle,  Edwards  of  Conaecticnl, 
Fiaher,  Fln;*J,  Folger,  Ford,  Fulter,  Fullaiton,  Qroaa 
of  New  Yoik.  Groaa  nf  PenQajlyania.  Gujon,  Hack- 
Ity,  HalJ  orDdanare,  Mihahman,  Hill,  Hulmei,  Hooka, 
Hoaleltcr,  Jofanaon,  Kent,  Kinicy,  Kinitrj,  I.athrop, 
LilllF,  Dnn,  Lawodii,  Ljinsn,  MacUy,  McLane 
of  Delaware,  McLean  of  KentDckr,  Muon.  Much, 
Mei^a,  8.  Hooie,  Monall,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Ma asachu- 
■•(■,  Nalaon  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Parker  of  Maaaa- 
ehuaattii,  Paiker  of  Virginia,  Patleraon,  Plieipi,  Phil- 
■on,  rincknrj,  Findill,  Kanbin,  Reed,  Rhaa,  Rogera, 
Sellle,  Sitsbae,  8im|>kini,  Slocumb.  Smith  of  New 
Janey,  Smith  of  Htrylanil,  B.  Bmiib  ofVirginin,  A. 
Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Caroliiiia,  Soulh- 
Btd,  StSTaoa,  Storn,  Btreat,  Strong  of  New  York, 
Slrolher,  Swaaringan,  Tsir,  Tamil,  TnmpliitM,  Trim- 
ble, Tucki-r  of  Virginia,  WBllaec.  Wirfiald.  Wen- 
dover,  Wliitman,  Williams  of  Virginia,  anil  Wood. 

Nila—Meaara.Adama,  Alien  or  Trnnoaaa.  Baker, 
Beerher,  Bryan,  Burwell,  Duller  of  New  Hampahire, 
Cannon,  Clxgetl,  Cocka,  Crafts,  Culpeper,  Eiltly, 
Edward*  nf  NorLh  Carolina,  Fay,  Foot,  Furmt,  Hall 
of  New  York,  Hardin,  HaaarJ,  HemHiiill,  Herrick, 
Jonea  of  Tennenee,  Krnilall,  l.incnln,  Llvermorp, 
HcCuy,  McCrearj,  Mallary,  Manhatid,  Melcalf,  R 
Moore,  Morton,  Hnrray,  Ovemlreet,  Plumer,  Rich, 
BIchardi,  Richmond,  Roaa,  Buaa,  Sanpaon,  8haw, 
Sloan,  Btrong  of  Vermont.  1'aylor,  'I'racy,  Tucker 
of  Bonlh  Carotlaa,  Upham,  Walker,  and  Williama  of 
North  Carolina, 

The  queation  was  also  taken  to  concur  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  in  their  amendment  to 
fill  the  blank  attached  to  the  item,  "for  the  Mili- 
tary Academy  at  West  Point,  for  fuel,  map,  plana, 
books,  and  apparatus,  and  contingent  exoenses;" 
with  the  sum  of  "  eishteen  thousand  three  nundred 
and  Iwenlv-two  doltars;"  as,  also,  in  iheiramend- 
ment  to  fill  the  blank  attached  to  the  item,  "  fot 
completing  the  buildings,"  [at  West  Point,]  with 
the  sum  of  "  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  ;'- 
and  named  in  the  affirmative — yeas  112,  naya  43, 
M  rollowt : 

Yail — Maun.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Hana- 
cbuaetta.  Archer  of  Virginia.  Baker,  Baldwin,  Bar- 
boar,  BatamaR,  Beecber,  Bluomfii'ld,  Boden,  Brown, 
Brush.  Bryan,  Buffum,  Burwell,  Butlerorl.ouiaiana, 
Case,  Cobb,  Cook.  Crawraril,  Crowell,  Uuahman, 
Cuihbert,  Darlington,  Paddann,  DaiiniioD,  Dawlit, 
Illckinaon,  Eddy,  E  J  wards  of  Coonecticm,  Bilwarils 
of  PuniisylTania,  EdwarJa  of  North  Carolina,  Fiaher, 


Foot,  Ford,  Fuller,  Oroaa  of  New  YoA,  Oujon,  Hack- 
Icy,  Hall  of  New  York.  Hall  of  Delaware,  Haiard, 
Hill,  Hnlmaa,  HoalalUr,  Johnson,  Jones  nf  Tennasaee, 
Kent,  Kintey,  Kinsley,  Lalhrop,  LiUle,  Lincoln,  Lion, , 
Lowndes,  layman,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of 
Kenlucky,  Mallary,  Marchand,  Mtion,  Meech,  Maig», 
R.  Moore,  B.  Moom,  Monrll,  Horlon,  Nelson  uf  Maa- 
aachusetla,  Nelaon  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Parker  of 
Mawschuaetta,  Patleraon,  Phelpi.  Piackney,  Piloher, 
Plumer,  Rankin,  Keeil,  Khaa,  Rich,  Richmond,  Rogete, 
Ruas,  Sampton,  Shaw,  Silabee,  Simpkins,  Slocuinb, 
Smith  of  New  Jeraey,  Smith  uf  Maryland,  B.  Smith  of 
Virginis,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  amilh  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Saulhard,  Storts,  Street,  Slroag  of  New  York, 
Sirother,  Swearingen,  Taylor,  Terrell,  Tompkins, 
Tracy,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Wallaoe,  Wat- 
field,  Weudovur,  Whilman,  Williama  of  Virgiaiaa  and 
Wood. 

N«T8 — Meaar*.  Adama,  Allen  of  Tenneaeae,  Bayly, 
BntlerofNew  Hampahire,  Campbell,  CaBnoD,Cl>getl, 
Cocke,  Crafta,  Calpepcr,  Fay,  Floyd,  Fulgcr,  Forrest, 
PuUenon,  OroH  of  PeDnayl>ani>«  Hardin,  Herriok, 
Hibdman,  Hnoka,  Kendall,  Liieimora,  McCoy,  Mo- 
Creaiy,  Helcalf,  Murray,  Neala,  UTeTBlraet.  Paikei 
of  Virginia,  Phitaon.  Pindall,  Richarda.  Roaa,  Seltfei 
Sloan.  BteTena,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Tarr,  Tucker  of 
Sooth  Caroliaa,  Upham,  Walker,  WilUama  of  North 
Carolina. 

The  question  was  taken  to  concur  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  in  their  amendment  to 
fill  the  blank  attached  to  the  item  "for  cannon 
and  shot,  to  fulfil  existing  contracts,  and  for  the 
purchase  of  flinb  aud  timber  for  travelling  car- 
riages," with  the  sum  of  "forty-three  thousand 
dollars  i"  and  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  blank  was  then  filled  with  the  sum  of  "fifty- 
three  thousand  dollars." 

On  the  question  to  concur  with  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  in  stiikiog  out  the  clause  making 
an  appropriation  for  the  completion  of  the  arsend 
at  Augusta,  in  Georgia — 

Some  debate  took  place  between  Messrs.  Cobb, 
SuiTti,  of  Maryland,  Reid,  and  Cdtbbert,  on  the 
subject.  When,  on  the  question  being  taken,  the 
House  refused  to  strike  out  that  clause  ;  and  agreed 
to  fill  the  blank  with  the  sum  of  8^,000,  rix: 
835,000  for  the  completion  of  the  aiseoal,  and 
$2^00  for  drainine  the  marsh  near  it 

The  next  itemmiicb  excitedatlencion,  was  that 
which  embraces  an  appropriation  of  9^,776,000 
for  ihe  payment  of  the  military  and  Revolutionary 

Censioners.  Hereupon  arose  a  debate.  It  b^an 
y  Mr.  BARBona'a  objecting  to  the  amount  of  thii 
appropriation,  because  of  his  intention  to  propose 
certain  restrictiveprovisionson  the  subject,  which, , 
if  adopted,  would  reduce  the  number  of  ReTolu- 
tionary  ^nsioners.  The  debate  was  kept  op  with 
some  animation  until  near  four  o'clock ;  when  the 
House  decided,  hy  yeas  and  nays,  to  agree  to  the 
above  amouut  of  appropriation,  being  necessary  to 
thepayment  of  the  pensions  actually  granted. 
The  yeas  and  nays  stood  as  follows : 
Yiis^-Measm.  A)ii>i>l,  Adams,  Allen  of  Masaacha- 
aetla,  Allen  of  Ni'w  York,  Allen  of  Tennessee.  Baker, 
Baldwin,  Bateoian,  B4>yly,  Bloomfield,  B.iden,  Bruah, 
Buffu^,  Butler  of  New  Haiopahire,  Batlir  of  Lon- 
iaiana,  Caac,  Clagatt,  Clark,  Cook,  Cnahaiao,  Cuth- 
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bMt,  DvUaftMi,  DbtUmii,  Damilwn,  DiekimoD, 
Kldy,  Edwud*  of  GoniMCtient,  Edwtnli  of  Penn*7l- 
vaala.  Fay,  Poller,  Formt,  Fuller,  Grix*  of  New 
Tork,  OnM  of  PenoBTliinia,  Oojon,   Hall  of  New 


colli,  LliemoM,  Ljmon,  Meclay,  McCreu;,  MtUarj, 
IfaMm,  Moaeh,  Meiga,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  MoneJi, 
Morton,  Hum;,  Nmlv,  Neleon  of  MuuchuMtti, 
N4ua  of  ViiglnU,  NewioD,  Pu-kir  of  MawKchaietu, 
iPutenOD,  Phaipc,  Pinc^Dej,  Pitebei,  Plnmer,  Rhea, 
Kdmonj,  Rogen,  Rau,  Bampion,  Shaw,  Bilibea, 
Sloan,  Smiih  of  New  JencT,  Smith  of  Maiyland, 
Soathard,  Steiena,  8iom.  Btreet,  Btropg  of  New 
Tork,  Taylor,  Tompkine,  Tracy.  Upham,  Wallace, 
WendoTcr,  WhiUnaB,  anil  Wood— M. 

N^Ti —  Means.  Alexander,  Areber  of  Virginia, 
Barbour,  Beecber,  Brown,  Bryan,  Burwell,  Camp- 
bd),  CannoD,  Ccbb,  Coeke,  CnfU,  Crawford,  Crow- 
•U,  Cnlpeper,  Edwarda  of  North  Oaralina,  Enin, 
Fiifaer,  Floyd,  Foot,  FuIlerloD,  Hall  of  Delaware, 
Uooke,  Hoaletler,  JehDMm,  Jooea  itf  Tenneaaee,  Kio- 
ooj,  lion,  Lowailee,  HoCoy,  McLane  of  Delaware, 
McLeaa  of  Keatacky,  MetoalC  Oieratreet,  Parker 
of  Virginia,  Philaon,  Pindall,  Rankin,  Reed,  Itich, 
Bkharda,  Roaa,  Sattle,  Simpkine,  Slocomb,  B.  Boiith 
•f  Virginia,  A.  Smyth  of  Vifginia,  Smith  of  North 
Carolina,  Strother,  SwearingeD,  Tarr,  Terrell,  Tador 
of  Virginia.  Tncker  of  Soatb  Carolina,  Walker, 
William*  of  Virginia,  and  Williama  of  North  Caro- 


The  ameudmcDts  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  being  gone  tbroogn,  the  said  bill  wu 
ordered  to  be  engTossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

WEDHEsn^T,  March  15. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  statements  of 
tbe  sums  which  hare  been  actualljr  paid,  since  the 
peace  establishment,  to  the  general  officers  and 
their  staff,  specifying  particularly  on  what  account, 
to  whom,  and  when  paid,  rendered  in  obedience 
to  the  resolution  of  the  7tn  or  January  last ;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hooks,  the  Committee  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  having 
btioys  placed  on  certain  parts  oi  the  coast  and  in- 
lets of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  to  direct  res- 
sels  in  to  the  different  channela. 

Accompanying  the  above  resolution,  is  a  letter 
fVom  the  Qovernor  of  North  Carolina  to  Mr. 
Hooks,  enclosiQK  a  report  of  the  civil  enffineer 
of  that  State,  snowing  tbe  necessity  of  placing 
'buoys  on  its  coast  and  inlets. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rankin,  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  were  instructed  to  inqnire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  establishing  &  port  of  entry  at  the 
mouth  of  Pascagoula,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shaw, 

Baohtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Naty  be  direct- 
ed to  lay  before  this  Hou»  the  amount  of  money  re- 
ceiTed  under  the  act  providlog  for  the  deduction  of  two 
per  cent,  from  tbe  lale  of  prizes  captured  by  priTato 
armed  leaaela,  and  condemned  under  the  law*  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  for  the  benefit  of  the  disa- 
bled oSeera  and  seamen  of  sach  private  aimed  veifela; 


alio  Hie  DDmber  of  Inialid*,  together  with  the  amount 
of  Ihepenaiana  charged  upon  Ibat  fund,  aa  Well  aa  the 
amount  paid  to  the  widowi  and  chiidren  of  aiictr<^- 
cer*  and  ssameD,  alain  in  iDch  Mrriee.  and  the  amoant 
of  the  balance,  if  any,  remaining  in  the  handa  of  (he 
Tieaiarer,  of  the  above  fiind  unapplied. 

Mr.  Slocdhb  moved  that  the  House  do  now  pro- 
ceed to  consider  the  joint  resolution  submitted  by 
him  on  the  6th  instant,  to  fii  theperiod  for  the  ter- 
mination of  the  present  Congress.  The  motioD 
was  negatived. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  to 
wit:  1.  An  sot  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Cassin,  widow 
and  adminiiliatrii  of  Patrick  Cassin,  deceased; 

2.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Swartwout ;  and, 

3.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Rosalie  P.  Deslonde; 


to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
•  An  engrossed  bill,  entitled,  "An  act  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  military  service  of  the  United 
Slates  for  tbe  year  1820,"  was  read  the  third  time, 

and  passed. 


Th. 
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ittder  of  the  day  was  spent  in  Commit- 


of  the  Whole,  on  the  appropriation  bill  for  the 
payment  of  the  civil  list. 

Considerable  discussion  took  place  on  some  of 
the  items  of  the  bill ;  particularly  ou  that  appro- 
priating the  salary  of  a  thousand  dollars  to  the 
reporter  of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court.  A 
motion  to  strike  out  that  clause  failed  by  a  large 
majority. 

The  Committee  had  not  gone  through  die  UU 
at  half-past  three  o'clock,  when  the  Committee 
rose,  reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  tit 
again. 

Tmursdat,  March  16. 
Mr.  Beecher,  from  theCommittee  on  the  Judi* 
ciary,  reported  "A  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  cause  the  laws  of  Mtchi^n  Territory 
to  be  printed  and  distributed ;"  which  was  read 
twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrcssed,  and  read  a  third 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ervin,  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Coltmibia  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  so  far  altering  the  law  for 
selling  real  estate  for  taxes,  iu  the  said  District,  as 
to  allow  to  minors  the  right  of  the  equity  of  re- 
demption, two  years  after  they  shall  have  attained 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  by  complying  with 
the  conditions  now  required  by  law. 

Mr.  Foot  submitted  the  following  resolution ; 

Setohed,  That  the  Committee  of  Waya  and  Heaii* 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repeal- 
ing, or  amendiuf  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate 
and  fix  the  companaatiou  of  the  clerks  in  the  diflerent 
officci^"  paaaed  Apiil  30,  1618. 

The  resolution  bein^  read,  was  amended,  by 
striking  out  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
and  inserting  a  select  committee ;  and  the  question 
being  taken  on  agreeing  to  the  said  resolution,  ai 
amended,  it  Was  determined  in  the  negative. 


Digni2 
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The  remainder  of  the  day  wna  occupied  in  de- 
bale  on  ihe  ciTil  appropriation  biU ;  and  chiefly  on 
the  clause  which  proposes  an  appropriation  of  one 
hondred  and  foity-one  thousand  dohan  "  for  com- 
pleting the  contracts  for  constmctino' the  road  from 
Washington,  Pennsylvania,  to  Wbeding,  made 
during  £e  year  1817." 

On  this  (here  was  a  rather  animated  debate  j 
Mr.  Slocchb  having  mored  to  strike  it  bat  of  the 
bill.  The  objections  to  it  were,  principally,  1. 
To  the  power  of  Gongitss  to  construct  roaos  at  all: 
and,  2.  To  the  nature  of  the  contracta,  some  of 
which  it  was  suggested  bad  originated  in  collusion 
and  fraud. 

Afrer  deciding  the  question  on  Mr.  Slocvhb's 
motion  in  the  negative,  the  Committee  rose,  and 
ihe  House  adjourned. 

Fbidat,  March  17. 

Mr.  Sampson  ptesented  a  petition  of  Moses  Elias 
Levy,  Mating  thai  be  has  lately  arrived  in  the 
United  States,  and  intends  to  become  a  citizen 
thereof  as  soon  as  the  laws  upon  the  subject  of 
naturalization  will  permit;  and  iva.ying  that  he 
may.  in  the  meaa  time,  be  authorized  to  purchase 
and  nold  teal  estate  in  the  territories  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  FuUic 
Lands. 

Mr.  WiLUAMs,  from  the  CMomiltee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bills  from  the  Senate  of 
the  following  titles,  to  wit ;  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Fcederick  Gioetz  and  Carl  W.  Westphal,  and  of 
the  heirs  of  Abraham  NeppeE,  deceased ;"  and  "An 
KB  act  for  the  relief  of  GMiriel  Godfroy,"  made  re- 
ports dtereon,  and  reccKnmeoding  that  the  said 
nills  be  postponed  ind^niteljr. 

The  taid  bills  and  rtpotis,  severally,  were  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WiLUAHB  also  reported  the  bill  from  the 
Saute,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mary 
Csasio,  widow  wad  administratrix  of  Patrick  Ca»- 
ain,  deoeued,"  without  amendment,  and  the  bill 
^as  cnmjaitted  td  a  C<Hm)utlee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Commitlee 
of  Ways  and  Meana,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Oobal  Swortwout,"  reported  the  same  vithout 
amwdment,  and  it  was  committed  to  a  Commit. 
Me  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Hr.  RoBBBTBOM  (ubmitlad  the  following  reao- 
lution : 

Setobtd,  ku  the  Senate  and  Hove  of  Meprttnta- 
liwt  of  the  United  Stata  of  A-mtrica  in  Ctmgrta  (u- 
aenMtd,  That  the  coaxnt  of  CongiiM  be,  and  tha 
aame  is  hereby,  given  to  a  compact,  or  ^eemant, 
made  and  concladed  by  and  belneen  ths  Btate*  of 
Kantncky  and  TatuwMM,  at  Frankfort,  in  Kentucky, 
«n  the  aeeonil  day  of  Febiuarr,  1630,  to  sdjiut  and 
ealabliik  the  boundary  lina  between  theo,  and  for 
other  pmpoaee. 

The  t«aolniion  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to 
li«  on  the  table. 

d  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretaty  of 


State  to  cause  Ihe  taws  of  Miehi^n  Territ<Hj  to  be 
printed  and  distributed,  was  read  the  third  lime, 


To  the  Houte  of  Sepraenlativa  of  Ike  Unittd  Stale*  ; 
h  being  stipulated  by  the  foarth  iiticle  of  the  arti- 
cle! orsgreemsnt  and  cenion,  entered  inla  on  the  S4th 
of  April,  ISO:,  with  the  Slate  of  Georgia,  that  the 
United  States  ihauld,  at  iheir  own  clpensa,  eitin- 
gnish,  for  Ihe  dm  of  that  State,  ei  «oan  ai  it  might  be 
done  on  reaconabte  leima,  the  Indian  title  to  ell  luidi 
within  its  hatit*;  and  the  Legidatore  of  Oeorfis  being 
dearona  to  make  a  fMber  acqaJntion  of  wM  laaAt  at 
tUa  lime,  prasDning  that  it  may  be  done  on  reaioaa- 
bk  terms  i  and  it  beng  also  lapresaatad  that  ptaperty 
of  coniideraUe  value,  wUefa  had  baas  taken  by  th« 
Ortek  andOharokea  Indiana  from  citiiaaaof  Gsngia, 
the  restMatioo  of  whieb  had  bean  pmvided  4br  by  diA 
fgrant  traalioa,  but  which  has  never  been  Made,  it  ia 
proposed  to  hold  a  troatv  with  ihoae  natioas,  and  am* 
particularly  with  the  Creeks,  in  the  course  of  tUs 
Bummer ;  for  tha  attainaent  of  thaw  object*,  I  inhmit 
the  subject  to  the  conaideiation  of  Congreas,  that  a 
■um  adequate  to  tbe  eipeniee  attendiag  inch  a  Iraatj 
may  be  appropriated,  abould  Congress  Jeem  itaxpa- 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WisBixoTOa,  Xareh  IT,  tSSO. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  m 
the  table. 

Another  Message  was  received  from  the  Pbbbi- 
DENT  OF  THE  Umiteb  Statsb,  which  ia  as  follows; 
Te  the  Houae  of  RepTtttntatat*  i 

I  tranifflit  to  Congresi  a  report  from  tha  Secretary 
of  Ae  Treat ary,  sceempaniad  with  statamenu  of  the 
■nnnal  eocpenditDrea  made  in  flie  oonatracljaa  of  the 
road  leading  fnm  Cnmbcaland,  In  tile  Stale  of  Bfary- 
land,  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  from  the  yaar  ISM  tutba 
yeaiieSd. 

JAMBS  HONBOB. 

WAsmaarox,  Manh  IT,  IflSO. 

The  Menage  was  read,  and  also  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

QENBRAL  APPROPRIATION  RILL. 

The  House  a^ain  resolTed  itadf  into  a  Ctmmit. 
tee  of  the  Whok,  on  the  appnq^lion  bill  for  de- 
tjraying  the  civil  opeosea  ol  the  Gtovcausent. 

Mi.  Cobb,  of  Cteotgia,  moved  to  ammd  Um 
same,  by  inserting  the  niUowing  ai^royriation : 

"  For  boMing  a  treaty  with  tb*  Creek  aad  Cbaw 
kae  nations  of  ladiana,  m     ' 
farther  eatii 


«ly  with  tba  Creek  aad  Cbaw 
I,  fer  Iha  pwpasa  rfproeariM  a 
it  of  tha  Indian  tUla  M  aH  A* 


Stttes  and  Um  SUta  ot  OMtq^  an  Iha  Mtbdayaf 
A^  180C,  tha  sum  of  thif^  Ihansand  doUars." 

Mr.  CoH  foUowed  his  nK>tf<m  with  the  foHoiW* 
ins  remarks: 

-Mr.  Chavman,  although  the  sabjeel^nattcr  of 
the  motion  just  anbmittnd  may  ezdte  bot  litdc 
interest  in  the  Committee,  on  aoeoimt  of  ita  loont 
8iq>lieat)on,  yet  it  is  one  of  v«iy  grant  inqnrtaMn 
to  the  State  of  Qaoipa.    It  u  the  same  whiak 
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mi  submitted  by  me  a  few  dajri  past,  during  ll>e 
diKiusicm  of  the  military  approprifttioa  bil^  but 
which  was  withdrawn,  from  a  suggeatioD  that  it 


could  be  attached  to  this  biU  with  greater  pro- 

r'iety.  UiiiDlerestiiig  as  my  remarliB  may  prove, 
ask  the  patient  indulgence  of  tlie  Committee  to 
k  plain  statement  of  facts,  showing  not  siinply  the 
propriety  of  the  appropriation,  but  an  undoubted 
obUgation  on  the  General  Gorernmetit  to  accom- 
plish the  purposes  for  which  it  is  aiked,  as  soon  aa 
possible.  If  this  obligation  is  not  shown,  I  shall 
not  expect  my  motion  to  succeed. 

The  object  of  the  appropriaiioa  is  to  defray  the 
axpenses  of  a  treaty  or  treaties  with  the  Creek 
and  Cherokee  Indiana,  for  obtaining  an  eilin- 

Stthment  of  their  title  to  sU  the  lands  within 
I  Umita  of  Qeorgia,  according  to  the  stipulations 
ttfthetKreement  referred  to  in  the  motion.  From 
the  pabfic  prints  my  colleagues  and  myself  have 
Inmed  that  ibis  subject  has  engeiged  the  serious 
atietition  of  the  L^i^ilature  of  the  State  of  Qeor- 
cia,  at  their  late  session,  and  that  a  memorial  has 
been  addressed  by  that  body  to  the  Executive  of 
the  United  States,  remonGtrating  against  b  longer 
delar  in  fulfilling  this  agreement.  Alibough  it 
would  seem,  from  the  terms  in  which  this  docu- 
menl  is  meotiooed  in  the  newspapers,  that  the 
Senators  and  Reprlsenta  tires  from  Georgia  were 

Suired  to  afford  their  aid  in  giving  to  it  some 
■ct,  it  is  acknowledged  on  my  part,  and  1  pre- 
sume I  may  make  the  same  acknowledgment  for 
the  whole  delegation,  that  no  notice  of  its  trana- 
mission  has  bt^  leceiTed,  either  from  any  person 
in  the  State  of  GeotKia,  or  at  this  place.  But  a 
knowled(^  however  derived,  that  the  Legislature 
of  Georgia  have  acted  upon  this.su bjecl,  is  deemed 
of  sufficient  authority  by  me  for  tHringing  the 
cUims  of  that  State  before  Congrrpa,  which  is  the 
onlv  braDch  of  the  Government  beibre  which  I 
could  venture  to  offer  them,  without  being  deemed 
officious.  It  is  true  that  claims  from  QeorEia 
have  not  heretofore  met  with  the  most  fevoranle 
reception  even  from  Congress,  but  this  circum- 
atance  shall  not  deter  me  from  discharging  my 
duty. 

At  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  in- 
teed  at  a  much  later  pwiod,  the  State  of  Georgia 
(band  henelf  possened  of  an  extensive  territory, 
with  very  limited  pecuniary  resources,  and  a  pop- 
ohtion  incousideraible  as  to  numbers.  In  addition 
to  the  extent  of  surface  now  embraced  wilbin  her 
boundaries,  she  claimed,  by  an  undoubted  title,  all 
that  fine  region  of  country  now  forming  the  States 
of  Mississippi  and  Alabama,  with  the  exception 
id  that  portion  of  West  Florida  which  has  been 
added  to  theni.  By  the  adoption  of  the  FedenJ 
Constitution,  in  common  with  the  other  States 
^e  imposed  upoo  herself  a  prohibition  to  make 
war,  or  conclude  treaties,  and  thus  lost  the  power 
to  extinguish  the  Indian  title  to  the  lands  she  thus 
claimed,  by  conquest  or  purchase ;  and  it  is  worthy 
of  remark,  that,  after  this  event,  the  General  Qov- 
onmeni  never  did  extinguish  the  Indian  title  to 
one  acre  of  het  lands  for  her  benefit,  until  after 
the  conclusion  of  the  articles  of  agreement  and 
wwion.    The  conaequence  was,  that  her  popula- 


tioQ  and  resonrees  vrere  but  little  increased  for  ■ 
period  of  fifteen  years.  Her  wish,  united  with  her 
mability,  to  increase  them,  induced  her  to  yield  to 
the  invitation  of  the  Government  of  the  Union, 
and  on  the  24lh  April,  1802,  the  cession  was  made. 
It  is  true  that,  in  this  instrument,  another  consid- 
eration (91,250,000)  is  mentioned.  But  it  will 
not  be  contended  that  this  inconsiderable  sum  can 
be  declared  an  adequate  price  for  the  rdinquish- 
ment  of -a  territory  so  extensive  and  valuable. 
Indeed,  it  is  mentioned  in  the  first  condition  of 
tbe  first  article,  that  this  sum  was  paid  by  the 
United  States  "  as  a  consideration  for  the  expensea 
incurred  by  the  Stateof  Georgia  in  relation  to  the 
taid  territory."  How  and  upon  what  aecotut 
these  expense*  were  incurred,  I  am  not  fully  in- 
formed, nor  is  it  necessary  to  be  shown.  That 
considerable  debts  were  contracted,  and  that  some 


the  leading  consideration  was  that  which  I  have 
mentioned~-a  denre  to  extend  tbe  bounds  of  her 
white  population,  and  tboa  to  increase  her  strength 
and  her  respectability  in  the  Union. 

To  judge  simply  by  the  face  of  the  map.  it 
would  appear  that  the  State  of  Georgia  yet  nat 
an  exteitt  of  territory  resMved  to  hnself  equal,  or 
nearly  equal,  in  square  miles  to  any  other  Slate  in 
the  Union.  This  is  admitted.  But  let  it  not  be 
thence  inferred  that  she  will  be  equally  rich  and 
populous.  Fully  one-half,  and  perhaps  more,  of 
that  surface,  is  of  that  description  of  land  catled 
pine  barren,  and  is  remarkable  only  for  its  poverty. 
Another  portion  is  too  mouetainous  and  sterile  to 
admit  of  a  dense  population.  Perhaps,  also,  it 
may  not  be  generally  understood  in  the  Commit- 
tee, that  the  Indian  title  to  fully  one-half,  and 
probably  the  most  valuable  half,  of  the  lands 
within  the  boundaries  of  the  State  is  yet  unextin- 

Kished.  Fully  two-thirds  of  the  part  to  which  it 
s  been  extinguished  is  of  the  description  I  hare 
mentioned,  to  wit:  a  wild  barren  waste  of  pine 
lands,  or  mountain  peaks  and  ridges  not  more  siu- 
ceptible  of  cultivation.  Her  Tamable  lands  are 
yet  possessed  by  tbe  Indiana.  To  thcM  circum- 
stanees  are  to  be  attributed  the  small  population  of 
the  State,  and  the  paucity  of  her  Representatives 
on  this  floor.  Surpassed  in  extent  of  surface  by 
few  other  States,  Oeorgia  is  yet  called  one  of  the 
small  States.  The  Committee  will  be  able  to 
judge  whether  she  intended  to  fix  upon  henelf 
this  title,  af^r  hearing  the  fbtlowing  portion  of 
the  articles  of  cession  read.  The  fonrth  condition 
of  the  first  of  those  articles  is  as  follows: 

"That  ths  United  Sutes  phsti,  at  their  own  ex- 
pense, extingnish,  for  the  uu  of  Georgia,  ■■  early  ar 
the  (Sine  can  be  piaceibly  obtained  on  reaeonable 
lerma,  tbe  Indian  title  to  the  caanty  of  Tiltasiee; 
and  the  tsndi  left  out  by  ibe  line  drswn  with  the 
Creek*,  in  the  year  ITSfi,  which  had  been  previously 
granlrd  b;  the  State  of  Oeorgia,  both  which  Iraeti 
had  formeclj  been  yielded  by  the  ladiana,  and  to  the 
Isndi  within  the  ioits  of  Ooonae  and  Oakmulgae  riv- 
en, for  which  several  objects  Ibe  PnsideDt  of  the 
United  Sutea  ha*  directed  that  a  treaty  should  b» 
immadialelj  held  with  tba  Creek*,  and  that  th*  United 
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StatM  ituU,  ia  tlia  tunt  nunnpr,  ilto  aitiagoiih  tiie 
ladiin  titla  la  all  Ibv  othii  land*  within  Ihe  Htatc  of 

Before  I  proceed  further,  to  iat^uire  frhether  the 
Uoited  Slates  have  fulGlled,  hh  lar  as  ihe^  could, 
this  condition,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  meQtion 
thftt  the  "coanty  of  Tallasaee"  was  a  strip  of 
pine  barren  land  of  little  vatoe.  "The  [and  left 
out  by  the  line  drawn  with  the  Creeks  in  1798" 
was  another  strip  of  about  thirty  miles  in  length 
and  four  in  breadth,  also  of  little  value.  Although 
once  yielded  by  the  Indian.*,  possession  of  these 
bad  been  resumed,  in  consequence  of  an  improper 
marking  of  the  line  between  the  whites  and  In- 
dians. The  "lands  in  the  forks  of  Oconee  and 
Oakmulgee  rirers"  were  obtained  soon  after  the 
execution  of  the  articles,  and  are  (be  onlv  val- 
cable  Uodii  which  have  been  since  acqaired  "  for 
the  use  of  Georgia." 

In  remarking  upon  the  clause  of  the  article  just 
read.  I  request  the  Committee  to  observe,  that  in 
anotoerpart  of  the  contract  it  is  called  an  "express 
condition,"  and  that  the  cession  of  territory  by 
Georgia  is  declared  to  be  "  subject  thereto."  Noth' 
ing  can  be  more  explicit  than  is  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  obligation  imposed  upon  the  Qorern- 
ment  of  the  United  States  by  this  eouditiou. 
"  They  shall,  in  the  same  manner,  that  is,  "  at 
their  own  expense,"  and  "as  early  as  the  same 
can  be  peaceably  obtained  upon  reasonable  terms," 
also  extingish  the  Indian  title  to  all  the  other  lands 
within  Ibe  State  of  Georgia."  The  words  suffi- 
ciently eicplaia  themselves,  and  leai^  at  once  to  the 
inquiry,  Has  this  condition  been  komplied  with 
by  the  Federal  Government  7  HaS  this  obliga- 
tion been  discharged,  or  even  facilities  to  its  speedy 
discharge  created  1  It  is  demonstrable  that  the 
United  States  have  done  neither  the  oue  nor  the 
other.  A  particular  reference  to  the  words  and 
terDLs  of  an  the  treaties  which  have  since  been 
held  with  the  Cceeb  and  Cherokee  Indians  would 
[Hove  more  tiresome  than  instructive.  I  will  only 
advert  lo  them  from  memory,  promising  to  give 
more  particular  explanations  if  necessary.  With 
the  exception  of  the  treaty  or  treaties  alluded  lo 
in  the  danse  as  being  "  directed"  for  obtaining 
the  lands  in  the  forks  of  the  Ocooee  and  Oak- 
mnlgee  rivers,  no  others  were  subsequently  held 
with  the  Creeli  Indians  by  which  any  lands  were 
acquired  for  Georgia  until  the  Treaty  of  Fort 
Jackson,  in  1814.    By  that,  the  United  States 


this  obligation  of  the  General  Government  have 
then  been  discharged?  Could  not  an  extensive  and 
valuable  acquisition  have  than  been  obtained,  of 
lands  witbio  (he  limits  of  Georgia  1  What  cause 
could  have  prevented  it  T  If  it  was  thought  im- 
politic that  tne  whole  acquisition  should  be  within 
Georgia,  why  not  a  narll  Shall  I  be  told  that  a 
part  was  in  Oeorgim  i  It  is  true — but  such  a  part ! 
so  poor,  so  bitrreu  is  its  quality,  {circumstances 
that  must  have  been  known,)  as  that,  instead  of 
being  of  use,  and  valuable,  it  proved  a  burden  upon 
-the  people  of  the  State.  If  brought  into  market  to- 
moROW,  it  would  not  commanda  price  sufficient 


to  discharge  the  expefiseofsnrveyiog  it ;  and  it  i« 
a  fact,  that,  for  tfai*  very  reason^  the  L^islature 
of  Georgia  have  never  directed  it  to  he  surveyed 
until  within  the  last  year.  It  may  be  possible, 
however,  that  mote  could  not  have  Wn  acquired 
in  Georgia.  1  will  not  say  it  could.  But  I  can 
discover  no  reason  why  it  could  not.  Since  this 
period,  some  other  lands  have  been  purchased  of 
the  Creeks,  but  they  are  too  inconsiderable  to  br 
further  noticed. 

With  the  Cberokees  also,  various  treaties  atidl 
various  purchases  of  land  have  been  made,  but  not 
for  the  "use  of  Georgiaj"'  or  in  the  fnlfilmeni  of 
the  articles  of  cession.  The  lands  situated  in  the 
Great  Bend  of  Tennessee,  forming  the  rich  county 
of  Madison,  have  been  purchased.  At  that  time 
an  eitinguishment  of  Indian  title  to  lands  in  Geor- 
gia could  have  been  obtained.  The  Cherokee 
landj  adjacent  to  the  Georgia  frontier,  is  of  a  qual- 
ity inferior '  to  those  of  Madison  county.  The 
Cherokees  could,  therefore,  have  had  no  objection 
to  selling  the  former  in  preference  to  the  latter. 
It  may  well  be  doubled,  however,  whether  this 
contract  with  Georgia  was  then  even  thought  of? 
Since  that  period  other  purchases  have  been  made 
of  the  Cherokees,  but  for  whomi  Partly  for 
Georgia,  I  admilj  but  the  land  is- of  little  value. 
With  the  exception  of  the  reservations  made  in 
favor  of  particular  Indians^  the  larger  portion  of 
it  is  unfit  for  proStable  cultivation,  and  none  of  it 
rich.  It  difiers  from  the  land  obtained  for  Geor- 
gia, by  the  Treaty  of  Fort  Jackson,  in  this — the 
one  is  a  flat  pine  barren  country ;  the  other  scarcely 
less  barren,  but  mountainous.  The  purchases  of 
value  which  have  been  made  are  situate,  not  in 
Georgia,  but  in  Tennessee,  with  whom,  or  whose 
parent,  (North  Carolina)  no  such  contract  exists, 
for  the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  titles,  in 
thus  alluding  to  the  acquisition  of  land  made  by 
Tennessee  to  the  evident  injury  of  Georgia,  I 
would  not  be  understood  as  envying  the  prosperity 


people  of  the  State  I  in  part  represent.  On  the 
contrary,  I  but  use  their  own  language,  in  saying 
that  they  always  rejoice  on  beholding  the  rapid 
march  of  any  of  the  States  to  respectability.  But, 
as  1  have  said,  by  express  contract  no  obligation 
is  imposed  upon  the  United  Stales  to  extinguish  the 
Indian  title  to  lands  in  Tennessee ;  yetit  has  been 
rapidly  extinguished  to  the  whole  of  ihem,  with  a 
very  small  exception,  and  the  population  of  Ten- 
nessee now  does,  or  shortly  will,  extend  from 
North  Carolina  to  the  Mississinpi ;  and  ailer  the 
next  census,  in  all  human  prot»bility,  her  repre- 
sentation upon  this  floor  wilt  be  double  that  of 
Geoma.  In  adverting  to  this  system  of  favorit- 
ism, (I  know  no  better  name  for  it,)  1  would  do  it 
rather  as  a  fact,  by  which  to  show  the  obligation 
of  the  United  Slates,  under  this  contract,  to  be 
increased  and  strengthened,  if  possible,  and  not 
for  Che  purpose  of  manifesting  any  jealousy  at  the 
rising  greatness  of  that  State,  It  is  her  duty  to  pro- 
mote her  own  interests  in  Ihe  best  manner  she  can. 
But  I  have  a  right  to  show^hat,  in  thus  contribut- 
ing to  the  prosperity  of  Tennessee,  the  General 
Government  have  fo^ttea  tbeu  obligatioiu  to 
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Qeorgia,  who  was  one  of  "  the  good  old  thicteeo 
States,"  as  they  have  beca  catlea  ;  who  aided  in 
the  struggle  for  indepeadence ;  feebly  indeed,  but 
with  all  the  resources  she  possessed,  and  who 
yielded  a  country  almost  a  little  empire  in  iiself  for 
tbeeipresspurposeof  obtaining  the  means  of  more 
speedily  acquitmg  the  portion  she  had  reserved 
ioT  herself.  To  this  very  end  were  the  articles  of 
cession  concluded.  She,  however,  has  the  mortifi- 
eatiou  to  discover  that  her  exertions  have  been  in 
Tain,  or  have  only  retarded  the  end  she  had  in 
view.  States  whose  names  were  scarcely  koowa 
a  few  vears  past,  have  spruag  up  around  her. 
K^tucKy.  Ohio,  Illinois,  Indiana,  and  in  the  very 
territory  sne  ceded,  Mississippi  and  Alabatna,  have 
all  been  formed  and  admitted  into  the  Uaion  since 
theadoption  of  the  Constitution.  With  an  extent  of 
boundary  that  should  place  her  upon  an  equality 
with  any,  she  is  likely  to  be  outstripped  by  all  of 
them.  She  alone,  of  all  these,  seems  doomed  " 
be  a  "  small  State." 

I  have,  heretofore,  inquired  whether  the  United 
States  had  increased  the  facilities  to  the  discharge 
of  theii  obligation  under  t'liese  articles'?  I  much 
fear  that  all  the  measures  they  have  pursued  with 
Indians  have  had  a  contrary  tendency.  Let  lu 
look  at  the  facts.  Two-thirds  of  the  Creek  nation, 
and  the  whole  of  the  Cherokee  nation,  with  one 
ezcepttoo,  are  within  the  State  of  Qeoreia.  By 
vara,  and  by  treaties,  the  Indians,  instead  of  hav- 
ing been  driven  from  Ker  frontiers  oave  been  diiven 
upon  them.  Urged  from  the  confines  of  Tennes- 
see, Alabama,  and  Florida,  they  are  now  pent  u" 
withia  that  portion  of  their  nation  which  is  i 
the  limits  of  Georgia,  within  that  very  portion  1 
which  the  United  Btat^  eigbteen  years  ago,  en- 
gaged to  extinguish  their  title.  If  ruokor  is  to  be 
credited,  their  numbers  are  soon  to  be  increased  by 
the  Indians  of  Florida,  who  are  to  be  removed  in 
Ibe  event  of  the  ratification  of  the  late  treaty  with 
Spain,  i  will  say  no  more  on  this  subject,  euept 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  one  other 
act  to  which  the  United  States  are  a  party ;  I  mean 
an  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Fort  Jackson,  uikmi 
which  I  shall  leave  the  Committee  to  place  their 
own  construction.  The  eecond  article  of  thai 
treaty  is  as  follows : 

"  The  United  Statai  will  gnarantj  to  the  CiMk  na- 
tion tha  intaBTi^  of  all  tbair  turitory  (utwardly  and 
northwardly  of  tb*  niil  line,  le  be  run  and  Atme  " 
a*  BMMtionad  in  tha  fird  artida." 

Now,  the  Creek  teititory  east  and  north  of  this 
tiafl  is,  for  the  most  part,  w  the  State  of  Qeorgia. 
To  cupposc  that  this  article  means  nothing,  would 
be  doing  injustice  as  well  to  those  who  negotiated 
the  tntUy  as  to  the  Government  which  ratified  it. 
Ajainst  whose  claims  or  pretensions,  unless  those 
ol  Georgia  are  intended,  or  for  what  objects,  was 
thit  "  guaranty  of  integrity  of  territory"  made  1  It 
ia  iwt  my  intention  to  answer  the  question-  The 
worda  are  [Jain,  and  can  as  well  be  undetatood  by 
the  Committee  as  by  me.  I  will  only  obserre  that 
ttw  article  has  a  strange  coincidence  with  other 
acta  of  the  Grovernment,  iiupiring  a  belief  that  the 

Cer  of  executing  its  contract  with  Georgia  has 
voluntarily  placed  beyond  its  control. 


At  present,  I  know  of  no  other  method  by  which 
is  condition  of  the  cession,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  can  be  performed,  but  hy  a  remontl 
□f  the  Indians.  That  this  measure,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, would  be  good  policy,  will  not  be 
doubled.'  In  1S17,  the  people  of  Georgia  werein- 
spired  with  a  hope  that  this  would  be  speedily  done, 
under  a  treaty  concluded  with  the  Cfaaukees  by 
Gk>vemor  McMinn,  and  Generals  Jackson  and 
Merriwether.  By  this  an  arrangement  was  made 
for  the  removal  of  a  large  part  of  that  nation  to 
territory  of  the  United  States  west  of  the  Misais- 
si]^.  A  pttrt  of  the  nation  have  removed.  The 
arrangement,  substantially,  was  an  exchange  of 
territory.  A  census  was  to  be  taken,  and  in  the  pro- 
portion of  the  numbers  who  misht  migrate  to  the 
west,  lands  on  the  east  of  the  Mississippi  riiould 
be  ceded  to  the  United  States.  However  gmat 
the  hope  of  substantial  benefit  the  Stale  of  Geor- 
gia might  sustain  from  this  treaty,  she  has  been 
aisappoinled  in  the  result.  Indeed,  the  whole  ar- 
raug^nent  seems  to  be  at  an  end.  Allhougb  all 
the  Indians  inhabiting  the  "  lower  towns"  {and,  of 
course,  principally  in  Georgia.)  were  desirous  of 
removing  only  twelve  months  before,  it  seems  by  a 
subsequent  treaty,  concluded  at  this  place  in  1819, 
that  a  "  greater  part  of  the  Cherokee  nation"  now 
desire  to  remain  on  the  east  of  the  Mississippi  "  in 
order  to  commence  those  measures  neceswy  for 
tbeir  civiliaation,  and  the  preservation  of  their  na- 
tion." It  is  true  that  by  each  of  these  ceasioos 
more  lands  were  yielded  by  the  Indians.  But.  aa 
usual,  the  valuable  part  of  thetn  is  within  otbia 
Sutes,  with  whom  the  United  States  have  no  ooo- 
tracL  Unproductive  bills  and  mountaini  are  the 
portion  of  Georgia.  When  she  may  to<A  forward 
for  the  execution  of  this  contract,  so  necessary  foe 
her  prosperity,  I  cannot  tell.  Of  one  thing  I  am 
certain,  if  not  speedily  done,  I  shall  lose  all  hope 
of  its  ever  being  perfonned. 

The  motion  was  sumorted  also  by  Mr.  Cbtb- 
BBRTandMr.  AiBOTTofGeoEgia.  Measrib  Riiaa, 
LiTBBUoBB,  and  Campbeli.,  auo  engaged  in  the 
debate. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  by  a  large  majority. 

In  the  progress  of  the  bill,  a  motion  was  nude 
to  strike  out  of  the  appropriation  for  the  expenses 
of  the  commission  imder  the  5th  article  of  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent,  so  much  as  provides  a  compeo' 
sation  for  an  agent  under  that  treaty ;  andj  after  « 
short  debste,  t&e  motion  was  agreed  to  without  a 
division. 

Mr.  WoDDSBiDOE  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inttoducing  an  appropriation  of  twenty  thousand 
doltara,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  extinguishing  the 
ladian  title  to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Michigu. 

The  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Woddbbiimib 
and  Mr.  Rosa,  and  was  agreed  to  without  a  di- 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  House  with 
sundry  atneBdmenls;  end  the  quesoon  preseoted 
itself  on  concurring  in  certain  of  the  amendments. 

Soma  dtscnsaton  took  place  on  several  of  Uieni. 

On  the  question  to  concur  with  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  in  filling  the  blank  for  the  apprapri-  - 
ation  of  one  hundred  and  ibrty-ooA  thoinaad  M- 
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Itn,  to  be  applied  to  the  p^viaetit  fot  contracts 
made  in  the  year  1817  for  maung  the  great  Cum- 
berland road,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken,  and 
stood-^or  the  appcopriatioD,  90 ;  against  it,  66 ;  aa 
follows : 

YaA*~-Me«n.  Abbot,  Alezandsr,  Alleo  of  Ten- 
nenee,  Atidenon,  ArcheT  of  Tirginii,  Ba;);,  Bcecher, 
Btoamfleld,  Brown,  Brash,  Sutler  afLouUisni,  Gamp- 
bell,  Crib.  Cobb.  Cook.  Crkwibrd,  Cronell,  Calpepcr, 
CDohman,  Cnthberl,  DurliDglon,  DaTJdMn,  Eddy,  Et- 
na, Fiiher,  Fufler.  Falterton,  GroH  et  New  York, 
Gujon,  Bull  of  Delaware,  Hardin,  Hazard,  Heodricka, 
Herrick,  Hibehmaa,  Hill,  Hatmea,  Hoitetter,  Jooea  of 
Virginia,  JoBci  of  TenneMee.  Kant,  Kiniej,  La- 
Ihrop,  LittlE,  Lincoln,  Lowndea,  LToian,  HacJaj.  Mc- 
Creirj,  MeLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky, 
Uaaon,  Mercer,  Metcatf,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelmn  of 
MuiachDaett*,  Newton.  Patler»on, Philaon,  Pinckney, 
Pindall,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rich,  Robert- 
son, Rob,  Bergeant,  Silibee,  SimkiDB,  Sloan,  Smith  of 
New  Jcraey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  B.  Smyth  of  Virginia, 
Stevena,  aioira,  Street,  Strong  of  New  York,  Swear- 
ingen,  Tarr,  Terrell,  Tomlinaon,  Trimble,  Tncker  of 
Virginia,  VinRennelaer,  Wallace,  Warfiald,  and  Wil- 
liama  of  Virginia. 

NiT»— Meura.  Adama,  Allen  of  Msiiacbnietta, 
Baker,  Baldwin,  Barbonr,  Bateman,  Baden,  Bryan, 
Bnflbm,  Borwdl,  Boiler  of  New  Hampahire,  Cannon, 
Olafett,  Clark,  Uocke,  CrafU,  Denniaon,  Earie,  £d- 
i*u<aa  of  Connaetieut,  Edwarda  of  North  Carolina, 
Pv,  Floyd,  Folger,  Foot,  Ford,  Forreet,  Groaa  ofPenn- 

S1>ania,Iia]lofKew  YoA,  Hall  of  North  Carolina, 
iiater.  Hooka.  Johnaon, Kendall,  Kiniley,  Linn,  Mc- 
Coy, Hallaiy,  Marcband,  Meiga,  R.  Moon,  S.  Moore, 
Hoiton,  Nalion  of  Virginia,  Otentraet,  Parker  of 
Maaiachuaetta,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Pheipe,  Randolph, 
Rhea,  Rieharda,  Richmond.  Rogers,  Rnm,  Bampaon, 
Settle,  Shaw,  Slocumb,,   Smith   of  Nortb   Ci     " 


oUn,  and  Wood. 

So  the  appropriation  was  coDcuned  in. 

ObJectioQ  was  made  to  the  appropriation  of  six 
thousand  dollars  for  paying  to  Mr.  Trumbull  the 
third  pa.yment  oa  account  of  his  contract  for  four 
National  Paintings;  on  the  delirery  of  the  second 
of  which,  now  nearly  completed,  this  m<mey  viU 
bt  payable  to  him.  The  priucip^  objecti(«  to 
the  appraiaiatiou  was,  that  the  monay  ie  mtyd 

The  appropriatioD  passed,  in  the  end,  by  76 
Totet  to  o4;  and  the  bill  was  ordend  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

Satuboat,  March  18. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CMowbll,  the  Commitlse 
on  Comniwce  were  instineted  to  in^re  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  a  lighthouse  on  Mobile 
Point,  in  the  State  of  Alabama. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  AnnnasOH,  a  committee  was 
amointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
Tiding  by  law  more  efiecluall^  for  reclaimios 
persons  held  to  seryice  or  labor  m  one  Stat^  and 
escaping  therefrom  into  another  State,  and  that 
the  Committee  have  leave  to  report  ^  bill,  or 
othawiiU;  and  Messrs.  AnDBMOR,  Piumll,  and 
&Eoaita,  woe  tq^ointcd  the  aaul  commitlM. 


The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  suspend,  forafiuttm 
time,  the  sale  or  forfeiture  of  lands  for  failure  in 
completing  the  payments  thereon,  was  reported  by 
Mr.  Andebbom ,  from  the  Committee  on  the  PuUic 
Lands,  without  amendment. 

After  some  conversation  between  Messrs.  Cobb, 
Hendricks,  McCoy,  and  Taylob,  as  to  the  proper 
course  to  be  given  to  tl.iThether  it  should  be  com- 
mitted, read  a  third  time  at  once,  or  laid  on  the 
table ;  the  last  course  was  adopted,  yeas  66,  nays 
53,  and  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Andebson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub* 
lie  Lands,  to  whom  had  been  referred  the  bill  to 
change  the  mode  of  disposing  of  the  public  lauds, 
(jrom  credit  to  cash,  &c.,)  reported  the  same  with 
amendments. 

[The  amendments  propose  to  strike  out  all  that 
part  of  the  bill  which  changes  the  sales  from  credit 
to  cash  payments.) 

After  a  short  discussion,  as  to  the  pcmer  diqxr- 
sition  of  the  bill,  it  was  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

TheengrossedbiU  makiag  appropriations  fot  the 
support  of  Go  Tcnunent  for  uieyeac  1820,  was  read 
the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for 


The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  centre 
building  of  the  Capitol,  and  for  other  purposes, 
passed  through  a.  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (he 
sums  insetted  by  the  Committee,  (Slll,7es  for  the 
centre  building.)  agreed  to  by  the  House,  and  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  pe  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 
SBVOLUTIONARV  PENSIONS. 

The  House  then  resolved  itaelfinto  a  Ctmunitiee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  amend  tbeact  of  March 
18th,  181S,  provi^ng  pensions  for  persons  engaged 
in  the  land  and  naval  service  in  the  Revolatlonary 
war.    This  bill  proridea — 

Sic.  1.  That  to  all  persona  who  are  now,  or  nay 
hcreaKcr  be,  placed  on  the  potiaion  llat  «f  iIm  tTnited 
Stales  by  Tirloe  of  the  ad  of  tba  18th  t4  March,  1818, 
than  AiU  ba  paid  the  fbliowiog  aama,  to  wil :  to  every 
ofliosr  wlw  sereed  fin  the  term  of  nine  months,  and  bt 
a  Imn  less  (ban  three  yean,  the  aam  of  two  hundred 
and  fbr^  dellais  pec  annum,  to  be  paidtbr  and  dBtin| 
tba  term  of  three  jeara  only ;  to  those  who  lerred  for 
the  teas  of  Ihns  jean  or  longer,  the  aum  of  two  hun- 
dred and  toitj  doUata  per  annum,  to  be  paid  fi>r  and 
dnring  tba  term  of  tbrsa  yaara  only  ;  and  afterwardi, 
daring  life,  the  sum  of  one  handred  and  eighty  doUara 
per  aimnm ;  to  every  non-com  miMOOed  offiofr,  bm- 
aidsp,  mariner,  marine,  or  private  soldier,  nho.aarvad 
for  the  term  of  nine  month*,  and  for  a  term  of  leas 
than  three  yean,  ninety-eiz  dollar)  per  annum,  to  be 
paid  fhs  and  dnring  tha  tana  of  three  yean  only  t  to 
those  wkosarvad  iar  tha  lam  sflhrae  vaanor  longer, 
mBet)uaix  doUais  per  annan,  lo  be.paid.fM  end  during 
tha  tana  of  three  yean  only ;  and  aftarwarda,  daring 
lila,  aaranty-two  dollars  per  annnm  :  -ind,  pranided. 
That  tike  sDiei  already  ^id  to  any  peoaioaer  under 
the  said  act,  ahall  be  eonndareil  m  conatiutii^  part  of 
the  aoQU  direelad  lo  ba  paid  as  afbreaaid. 

8bc.  E.  That  the  pension*  allowed  hy  vjitne  of  the 
act  of  1818  ahall  be  peidloaudi  peraons  only  as  ahall, 
in  addition  to  the  oa^  reqnirsd  by  tbal  act,  take  and 
■ahaeribe,  in  open  eoarl,  in  the  ooanty  hi  whidi  Aay 
raaide, the fUloiirmg oath :  "I, AB,doiol«BUBljei*e«r 


Digni2 


^yCoOi-^IC 


1661 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


H.  or  R. 


Revebilioitafy  Ptntiimt. 


that  I  WM  ■  tMidcnl  citnan  of  the  United  State*,  on 
the  IStb  di;  a(  Marcb,  18IB;  and  that  1  hai«  not, 
rinca  thsaaid  ISthorMarcb.diapoud  ofm;  pri>p«rtj, 
or  any  part  Ihertof,  eicept  Tar  tha  Decnwrj  aupport 
of  mjaeir,  (or  mjaelf  and  fanilr,  a>  Iba  e«M  maj  ba,) 
or  ID  tbe  payment  of  my  jaat  Jabta,  and  that  I  Uo  not 


for  obtaining  Tor  myaelf  (oi  niyncif  and  rattiily,  aa  the 
caie  may  be,)  a  com  fartabte  rapport  for  the  time  being. 
80  help  me  God."  The  original  of  which  laid  oath 
ahall  ba  filed  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  county, 
fi>r  the  inapection  of  grand  juron  and  otbera,  and  a 
Mrtiflrd  copy  tranamilted  to  the  Secretary  of  War: 
and  (he  court  ahalt  haia  direction  either  to  piennc  or 
refute  Ibe  oath,  aa  the  beta  aball  appear  to  jnitily  ;  the 
party  taking  the  oath,  to  be  aabject  to  the  paina  and 
penaltira  of  prtjucy  for  false  anearing.  And  in  every 
eaae  where  the  peniioner  la  Inaane,  and  incapable  of 
taking  an  oath,  a  certificate  oC  tbe  facta,  under  tbe 
direction  of  tbe  eoort,  ihaJI  be  deemed  cquiiatent  to 
tbe  abore  recited  oath. 

Mr.  BLOOMnELD  rose,  and,  after  sCattng  the 
eoDtentplated  effect  of  this  bill,  entered  into  «  par- 
ticular Itistorr  of  tbe  progress  of  the  act  of  1818, 
through  the  two  Houses,  the  diSereat  features  it 
anumed,  and  its  ultimate  Khape.  compared  with 
the  bill  originaily  reported  by  the  committee,  of 
whii;b  he  weis  chHirman,  to  show  that  that  com- 
mittee are  innoiient  of  having  produced  theembar- 
tassmetits  which  had  grown  out  of  that  act.  To 
try  the  question  whether  the  House  was  willing  to 
repeal  the  existing;  act,  he  concluded  by  moving  lo 
strike  out  the  first  section  of  tbe  bill. 

Mr.  Cannon  moved  to  amend  the  section,  bv 
striking  out  all  that  part  of  the  first  section  whicb 
allows  to  officers  higher  pensions  than  what  is 
allowed  to  -{ffivates.  It  would  be  perceiTed,  Mr. 
C.  said,  that  the  object  of  this  amendment  was  to 
place  tne  officers  of  the  Revolutionary  army,  on 
tbe  same  footitig  as  the  soldiers  of  the  Revolu- 
tionarj'  army.  He  had  no  wish  to  repeal  the  act, 
but  this  bill  contained  a  principle — that  of  disc tim- 
inatioD — which  he  could  not  reconcile  to  his  mind ; 
any  other  mode  would  be  better  than  thiS'^they 
were  all  citizens  and  were  all  entitled,  in  im  act  of 
bounty,  lo  an  equal  quantum  of  relief,  and  to  enforce 
(his  opinion  Mr.  C.  argued  at  some  length.  Mr. 
C.  however,  waived  his  motion  to  gire  way  for 
an  amendment,  whicb  Mr.  Barboitb  intimated 
his  intention  to  offer,  which  embraced  what  Mr. 
C.  had  in  view. 

Mr.  Bahbocr  then  submitted, by  way  of  amend- 
ment, the  following  proTisiona,  in  lieu  of  those 
contained  in  the  biU : 

Be  it  wadtd,  4c,  That  every  peraon  who  now  ia, 
or  hereafter  maj  be,  placed  on  the  pension  list  of  the 
United  Stales,  tiy  virMe  of  aa  act  of  Cengma,  entitled 
"Ad  act  to  provide  tar  certaia  persona  engafed  in  die 
laud  and  naval  aervieo  of  the  United  Slates,  in  tbe 
RavolutioDaiy  war,"  paved  tbe  I6th  of  March,  1818, 
who  aarved  for  the  twin  of  nine  maDtba,ani)  for*  lum 
IcM  than  three  jeara,  ahall,  ao  soon  ai  he  ahall  have  re- 
ceived the  amount  of  two  years'  penaion,  aa  allowed 
him  by  the  said  act,  ba  forthwith  stricken  from  the 
peiuion  roll ;  and  every  petwn  who  now  ia,  or  here, 
afker  may  be,  placed  on  tlu  penaion  list  of  the  United 
flutes,  under  the  act  afiureeaid,  who  eerTBd  for  the  term 


ree  jean,  or  longer,  shall  be  entitled  lo  receive 
mount  of  the  penaion  allowed  him  by  aaid  act, 
for  the  term  of  two  years,  from  the  dale  of  hia  deda- 
ralion.  and  alUrwarda,   during   lila, dollar*  per 

Sac.  2.  And  bt  U  fartktr  eaaeted.  That  no  person 
ho  now  ia,  or  hereaRer  may  be,  placed  on  the  peiuion 
it  of  tbe  United  Statea,  by  virtue  of  tba  act  aforesaid, 
ahall  hereafter  receive  any  part  of  lbs  proviaion  to 
which  he  may  be  entitled  by  the  loiil  act,  aa  amended 
by  the  proviiiona  of  thia,  nbirh  ahall  ba  due  and  pay* 
able  after  that  which  became  due  41b  March,  1830, 
until  he  ahall  have  eihibited  to  some  cooit  of  record  in 
:ounty,  city,  or  borough,  in  which  he  reaiJea,  a 
schedule,  aubacribed  by  him,  containing  hia  whole  ea- 
tate,  (wearing  apparel  eicepted,)  and  aball  have,  before 
the  aiid  court,  taken  and  labacribeii  the  {allowing  oath 
or  adirinatioD,  to  wit :  "  I,  A  B,  do  aolemnly  awear  or 
affirm,  (aa  the  eaae  may  be,)  that  I  waa  a  reaident  cit- 
iien  of  the  United  Statea  on  the  18th  day  of  March, 
leie,  and  that  1  have  not,  aince  that  time,  by  gift,  sale, 
or  in  any  manner  whatever,  diapoaed  of  my  property, 
or  any  part  thereof,  with  intent  theroby  so  to  diminish 
it,  aa  to  bring  myaetf  within  the  proviaiona  of  an  act 
of  Congress,  enlitled  "An  set  to  provide  for  certain 

CuraoDs  engaged  in  the  land  and  navat  service  of  the 
niled  States,  in  tbe  Revolu^onaiy  war,"  passed  tha 
ISih  Msrch,  1818 ;  snd  that  I  have  not,  nor  baa  any 
peraon  in  trust  for  me,  any  property  ;  nor  have  I  any 
aecuritioa,  eontracta,  or  debts  due  lo  me,  other  then 
what  ia  contained  in  the  schedule  now  delivered,  and 
by  me  subscribed" — nor  until  tbe  ptraon  applyiof  tot 
payment  of  a  pension,  iball  produce  to  ihe  Secretary 
of  War  a  copy  uf  iba  aforeiaid  achedule  and  oath  or 
affirmation,  duly  certified  by  the  clerk  of  the  court  to 
which  the  aaid  schedule  waa  delivered,  and  before 
whicb  tbe  aud  oath  or  affirmatian  waa  taken  and 
■abacribed,  together  wilh  the  opinion  of  the  aaidooart, 
also  certified  by  ihoir  clerk,  of  the  value  of  the  propa 
ert;  contained  in  ifae  said  schedule ;  Pronded,  That 
in  every  caM  in  which  the  pensioner  may  be  inaane, 
the  court  may  receive  said  achedule  without  the  afore- 
said oath  or  affirmation,  from  tha  committee  or  other 
peraon  authorised  lo  take  care  of  inch  insane  peraon. 

Sic.  3.  And  6e  il  fitrther  enatltd,  Tbat  the  origi> 
nsl  schedule,  and  oath  or  affirmation,  aball  be  filed  in 
the  clerk'e  office  of  the  court,  to  which  the  achedule 
^nld  ba  exhibited,  and  before  which  the  said  oath  or 
affirmation  aball  be  taken  and  aubacribed ;  and  any 
person  who  shall  swsar  or  affirm  falsely  in  the  prenH 
ises,  and  ba  thereof  convicted,  shall  aufier  ai  for  wicked 
and  corrupt  perjury. 

Sac.  i.  And  bt  it  furthtr  tnaeted.  That  Ihe  act  to 
whicb  thia  ia  an  amendmenl,  aball  be  so  conatrued  as 
that  no  peraon  ahall  be  entitled  to  ita  proviaiona,  wboae 

property  is  of  the  valne  of dollars,  which  valne 

ahall  be  taken  from  tbe  estimation  of  the  court,  to 
which  the  schedule  shall  exhibited,  and  which  Is  here, 
inbefora  reqnired  to  be  oertified  to  the  Secretary  of 
War. 

Sac.  5.  And  bt  it  further  enaettd,  That  so  much 
of  tbe  act  of  the  ISth  of  March,  1818,  entitled  "Au  act 
lo  provide  for  eertaJQ  persons  in  the  laud  and  naval 
aervice  of  tha  United  Statea  io  tha  Revolutionary  war" 
as  is  inconsistent  with  the  provinions  of  this  act,  aball 
be  and  the  same  ia  hereby  repealed. 

Mr.  Babbocr  explained  to  the  Committee  the 
substantial  object  of  his  amendment.  The  fiiat 
object,  a*  would  be  aeen  by  the  fint  aeetion,  ma 
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to  repeal  the  law,  as  to  all  tfaose  who  had  served 
fbr  a  tern  less  than  thiee  yean  aftei  they  shall 
have  leceired  their  pensions  for  two  years,  and 
to  continue  peosions  for  life  to  all  those  who  had 
served  three  years  and  upwards,  to  officers  and 
soldiers  an  equal  sum,  after  they  also  shall  have 
received  two  years'  pension  according  to  the  act 
of  1818. 

Mr.  B.  thea  proceeded  to  state  a  good  deal  at 
lar^  the  inducements  which  operated  on  him  in 
voitog  for  the  act  of  IBIS.  Heliad  voted  for  that 
law  under  the  best  feelings.  He  was  willing  to 
do  an  act  of  benevolence  j  and  he  bad  been  influ- 
enced, he  confessed,  not  a  little  by  the  impressive 
languajjie  of  his  honorable  friend  from  New  Jer- 
sey. (Mr.  Bloomfield,)  who  bad  hiioself  been  a 
conspicuous  actor  in  the  scenes  of  the  Revolution. 
and  who  had  introduced  and  advocated  the  bill 
of  ISIS;  but  iu  giving  his  saoclioo  to  that  act 
of  benevolence,  Mr.  B.  bad  no  idea  that  it  would 
produce  so  vast  a  consumption  of  the  public  re- 
sources. According  to  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  1818,  it  was  expected  that  the  nuzimum  of 
penuons  to  be  allowed  would  be  about  two  hun- 
dred thousand  daUat«;  but  what  was  the  fact? 
It  was  now  fouud  that  they  exceeded  that  amount 
by  about  fifteen  timts.    Mr.  B.  was  then,  and  was 

Sit,  willing  to  perform  towards  the  soldiers  of  the 
evolution  an  act  of  benevolence,  but  not  at  a  cost 
which  the  nation  was  not  prepared  to  pay. 

As  to  the  proposed  repeal  being  inconsistent 
with  the  honor  of  the  nation,  or,  as  was  said,  in- 
consistent with  a  vested  right,  Mr.  B.  observed, 
he  was  not  among  those  would  do  anv  thing  that 
was  inconsistent  with  either,  and  yet  ne  was  pre- 
pared to  vote  for  a  very  considerable  modification 
of  the  law.  He  argued  that  the  pensions  granted 
could  not  be  deemed  a  Tested  right ;  that  the  act 
was  one  of  gratuitous  bounty,  and  not  of  justice ; 
because,  had  it  been  demanded  by  justice,  it  could 
bare  known  no  distinction ;  that,  beine  an  act  of 
charity,  it  continued  at  the  option  of  the  Oovem- 
ment;  and  this  opinion  Mr.  B.  illustrated  by  va- 
rious arguments.  In  Toting  for  this  modification 
he  did  no  violence  to  the  benevolence  which  dic- 
tated the  first  act,  becauAe  a  man  was  not  bound  to 
extend  charily  to  the  injury  of  his  own  family.  To 
continue  the  act  unmodified  would  be  injurious 
and  unjust  to  a  targe  portion  of  the  people  of  this 
Idbe  *      '^ 


it  would  D 


necessary  tc 


required  by  it  by  laying  tares  either  directly 
indirectly ;  and  ne  wished  that  the 


ine  amount 
.  directly  or 
state  of  the 
Treasury  might  not  be  such 
House  into  the  imposition  of  direct  taxes.  Let 
the  Committee,  Mr.  B.  said,  cast  a  look  over  the 
country  and  see  if  there  were  not  thousands  and. 
tensofthousandson  whom  the  tax  would  fall,  who 
were  as  poor,  and  iKGnitely  poorer,  than  thousand.i 
of  those  pensioners  for  whom  the  tax  would  be 
laid,  &c. 

Mr.  B.  again  adverted  to  the  details  of  his 
amendment.  He  had  singled  out  those  who  had 
served  three  years  and  upwards,  becai 
they  who  bore  the  heat  and  brunt  of  the  war — of 
Ibe  campaigns  of  '77, 78,  and  T9 — in  the  fieldi  of 
Monmouth,  of  Princeton,  of  Beotungton,  of  Bran- 


dywine,  &c.  A  great  part  of  the  nine  and  twelve 
months'  men,  were  substitutes,  and  in  addition  to 
their  pay  from  their  country,  received  pay  as  sub- 
stitutes— in  many  cases,  he  had  understood,  they 
were  double  substitutes,  serving  successive  tours  as 
such.  Mr.  B.  thought  alt  who  continued  to  receive 
pensions,  ought  to  be  put  on  an  equal  footing ;  the 
sum  allowed,  he  would  make  sufficient  to  provide 
for  them  food  and  clothing ;  further  than  this,  it 
was  utterly  impossible  for  the  GovemmeBt  to  go. 
In  fixing  the  allowance,  the  comfortable  subsist- 
ence of  the  individuals  was  all  that  could  be  pro- 
vided for  :  he  could  not  think  of  taking  their  fam- 
ilies into  view,  or  catering  into  considerations  of 
former  affluence,  &c.  To  provide  relief  with  such 
views,  or  to  that  extent,  would  lie  beyond  the  abil- 
ity of  the  nation  to  pay,  without  resorting  to  the 
means  before  alluded  to,  of  laying  tazeb  on  the 
people,  d,c.  In  support  of  the  opinions  which  he 
advanced  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  Mr.  B.  en- 
tered into  a  number  of  arguments  and  illustrations 
which,  in  this  brief  notice,  cannot  be  presented. 

Mr.  CuLPBPER  was  willing  to  strike  out  tlie  first 
section  of  the  bill,  not  however  to  accept  the  sub- 
te  offered  by  Mr.  Babbour,  but  lo  agree  to  the 
best  provisions  to  guard  against  imposition.  He 
wished  the  act,  in  other  respects,  to  stand  as  it  was ; 
he  would  not  strike  off  one  cent  of  what  these  men 
were  justly  entitled  to  by  the  existing  act.  Mr.  C. 
said  he  knew  what  it  was  to  be  a  soldier  himself, 
and  to  serve  when  a  morsel  of  bread  was  a  luxury. 
Many,  however,  took  the  benefit  of  this  act  who 
were  not  entitled  to  it,  and  he  would  do  every 
tbioF  to  guard  atninst  that  abuse ;  but  further  he 
— 'Id  not  go.  He  was  against  reducing  the  offi- 
Eo  the  level  of  the  soldier.  Their  habits  were 
different,  Mr.  C.  said,  and  their  talents,  and  their 
wants :  the  officer  was  of  more  value  to  the  coun- 
try, and  it  would  be  a  bad  example,  and  injurious 
hereaftei  to  the  interest  of  the  nation  lo  put  them 
on  the  same  footing.  He  thought  the  distinction 
made  in  the  act  was  a  good  one,  and  he  would  not 
connenl  to  change  it. 

Mr.  Ahoerboh,  of  Kentucky,  avowed  himself 
decidedly  opposed  lo  the  repeal  of  the  law,,  and 
consequently  agaTnst  Mr.  Babbodr's  amendment, 
but  be  would  support  every  proposition  tending  to 
give  the  act  a  fair  and  strict  construction ;  and  he 
would  therefore  take  those  parts  of  Mr.  B.'samend- 
ments  which  went  to  that  object.  Mr.  A.  said  he 
was  afraid  he  might  have  been  wiongin  voting  for 
the  act  of  1818,  but  he  was  sure  he  should  beright 


ther  right  or  wrone  originally, he  would  not  wtih- 
diaw  it.  He  was  auo  opposed  to  the  levelling  prin~ 
ciple.  That  feature  he  had  been  in  favor  at  whm 
the  act  WHS  under  consideration;  but  Congress 
then  determined  against  it — the  distinction  be- 
tween officers  and  privates  had  existed  two  years, 
and  he  was  averse  now  to  distorbing  it.  Mr.  A. 
said,  the  Iwunty  had  been  voloatarily  offered  by 
Congress ;  the  soldiers  of  the  Revolution  liad  beea 
invited  to  come  forward  and  receive  this  boon  at 
the  hands  of  a  grateful  country ;  and  would  it  b» 
generotts  or  becoming,  because  it  was  fuund  t» 
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take  more  toooey  than  was  expected,  now  to  re- 
Toke  the  bouotyl  Mi-  A.  tiiouciit  not,  ood  spoke 
at  Mine  length  in  support  of  Eia  optDJuus.  He 
concluded  by  EEving  that  if  the  law  was  defectire, 
oc  not  sufficieauy  suarded,  be  would  give  it  addi- 
tional safeguards ;  duI  be  would  not  repeal  it,  or  so 
modify  it  as  lo  reduce  the  aUowance  of  an  officer 
from  two  hundred  and  forty  lo  ninety'six  dollars. 
Tbe  Committee  then  rose,  obtained  leave  (o  sit 
again,  and  the  Hoase  adjourned. 


MoNDAi,  March  SO. 

Mr.  Bdtler,  of  Louisiana,  presented  a  remon- 
strance and  memorial  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  remonstrating  acainst  the 
existing  mode  of  adjusting  claims  to  land  of  a 
partictuar  description  in  that  State,  and  suggesting 
sundry  improvement*  in  such  system;  which  re- 
monstrance and  memorial  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which  is  committed 
the  "  Bill  supplementary  to  tbe  several  acts  for  the 
adjustment  of  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana and  Territory  of  Missouri." 

Mr.  B.  also  presented  another  memorial  of 
tbe  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
praying  a  grant  of  a  lot  of  public  land, 


ah 


a  seminary  of  learning  at  Point  Coupee;  and, 
'     a  grant  of  forty  acres  of  public  land,  as  a 


fond  to  enable  the  inhabitants  of  Point  Coupee 
keep  up  a  certain  portion  of  tbe  adjacent  levee; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  tbe  House  a  report  of 
tbe  Secretary  of  War  upon  the  petition  ofWil' 
liam  Esenbeck,  referred  to  him  on  the  10th  in- 
stant; which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Hr.  SiLSBBE,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled 
"An  act  authorizine  the  employment  of  an  addi- 
tional naval  force^  which  was  reed  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole,  to- 
morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
Committee  on  Military  ASairs  were  instructed  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for 
the  payment  of  a  gun  and  gun-carriage,  taken  hr 
the  enemy  and  destroyed,  at  the  battle  of  North 
Point,  on  the  12th  September,  1B14. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  fur- 
ther appropriations  for  continniiw  the  work  upon 
die  centre  Duilding  of  the  Capito^  and  other  pub- 
lic buildings,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
rBOU0I.OATlDM  OF  THE  LAWS. 

Ht.  PiNDALi^  tnm  die  sdect  committee  to 
whom  was  refeiied  the  report  of  the  8«creta^  of 
State,  of  the  7th  nltimo,  in  rdation  to  tbe  publica- 
tion of  the  laws  in  the  newspapers,  made  a  re- 
port thereon;  which  was  read;  when  Mr.  P., 
or  leave  of  the  House,  reported  a  bill  to  amend 
the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  puUi- 
«ation  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  (or 
other  purposes;"  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and 
ofdeted  to  lie  on  tbe  taUe.    The  report  is  as  fol- 


Tha  cennittM  to  wliMn  wu  rcEnred  the  letlar  of 
tba  B«cret*rj  «f  8uia,  of  the  7th  Febroarj,  IBSO,  ia 
relation  to  the  publication  of  the  lam  iu  the  nawspa- 
pen,  rspoTt:  That  the  act  of  th*  20th  of  April,  IBie, 
made  an  unoeceuary  incrsua  of  tbe  compcDMtion 
payable  to  the  proptietoii  ol  newspapeii  foi  the  pub* 
licatioD  of  the  laws.  Then  had  been  no  diffinulty  in 
procuring  the  pubEiotlon  at  the  price  preiianilj 
esUblidied,  and  it  ii  believed  that  the  Secretary  of 
State,  nho  ia  now  forced  bj  law  to  give  tbe  increased 
conpensation,  coaM,  if  authorized  to  nee  hie  diicre- 
tion,  hsTe  the  baaiDea*  performed  on  as  rauanabte 
terms  *i  befon  the  act  of  IBIS. 

The  committee  eannot  believe  that  tbe  act  of  Sd 
March,  I7S6,  (ainca  re-enacted  and  eilended  lo  the 
Territories,)  providing  for  the  publicatioo,  in  one 
nempaper  of  each  State,  end  aathoriihig  the  pablioa- 
tion  in  diree  of  the  papera,  when  the  pnbliemtian  [n 
one  ihoald  be  fbnnd  iniuffldeDt,  was  passed,  nnder 
■ny  aipeetation  that  tbe  espeoia  of  pnUieation  in 
three  aatrspapers  of  every  State  would  be  inoarred, 
or  that  it  wonld  at  ally  time  be  band  laqoMite  to  am- 

eoy  t«e  aewqxpeia  in  eaoh  of  the  towaa  of  New 
aoan,  Wilmin|toD,  IiezJaclDn,  and  Nalebes,  whilst 
none  woe  emi^yed  in  Bichorand,  Fredarickabuf, 
Patersbutg,  Fraderieklown,  Lancaalar,  or  LoaiFTJJtei 
,  or  that  the  pnblicatioa  of  the  lawa  in  the  oitj  of  Bkb- 
I  mond  ihoulJ  be  suspended,  merely  that  they  night 
be  printed  in  a  county  adjacent  to  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, where  three  newipapen  were  engaged  at  the 
eipanaa  of  Government  in  tl^  aame  biuincui  or  Ihiel 
oewepapera,  scarcely  known  out  of  the  coonly  in 
which  they  were  publiihed,  and  of  a  very  limited  cit- 
cntetionwitbin,  would  bave  been  aelecled  for  Uiis  pnr- 
poaa;  but,  that  tbe  Uw  baa  been  Ibna  eiecuted,  is 
evidenced  by  the  letter  referred  to  the  coomittae. 

Newipaper  pnblicelion  might  eflbrd  a  cheap  method 
in  multiplying  copiei  of  the  publio  acta.  Few,  how- 
ever, in  propoTtion  to  the  whok  oambCT  of  tbe  pabop* 
of  (be  preaa,  read  those  pnblieatiana,  and  atiU  fewer 
praaerre  them ;  aad,  for  aH  piaalical  purpoaaa,  the 
publicelioB  in  volamea  or  pamphlsts  is  foaadto  be 
■aore  advantageeua. 

On  aabjaota  of  great  national  oonoera,  the  ialaeaat 
of  p^alar  editors  usually  will  (as  it  baa  lutbMlo  dom) 
farniah  a  anfficiant  indncemout  to  iniiim  their  ena- 
tomera  of  tbe  tranaactiona  of  the  G 


The  pnhbc  derives  btit  email,  if  way,  advantage, 
from  the  newapapar  pnUicalioii  of  Indian  tnatisa  |  al- 
tbongh  their  inaertion,  m  appears  by  the  letlar  of  Iba 
" "■ —    '    aoMOi  tbe '' 


twenty  thousand  doUan  in  18U. 

Theai  .  . 
inataneea,  sufficiently  large  to  make  € 
best  coitoner  to  tbe  pii^ideUir; 
been  found  sufficient  lo  eelablidl  or  continue  email 
printing  eatabhahmenls  in  the  conntry.  In  tbe  opin- 
ion of  the  commiltee,  the  pieaent  law  ia  not  leaa  ob- 
jectionable by  reaaon  of  its  efideiit  tendency  to  confer 
on  the  State  Depsrlmenl  a  direct  pstronage  and  in- 
flaenca  (useless  or  pernicioua)  over  many  of  the 
eiiiy-nine  presses  wlueh  the  Government  faaa  taken 
into  ite  employment.  Bnl,  as  the  laws  in  relation  to 
the  impoata  and  puUic  lands,  eometimee,  on  their 
paaeage,  become  of  immediate  pnUic  iatereal  in  cer- 
tain acetiana  of  the  conntiy,  the  commltteoe  think  a 
modiflcitioa  will  be  piabtable  to  a  repeal  «f  the  law. 
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AnsiDiDg  flit  eillaitfe  of  th*  Beeitttrj  of  StalB, 
it  wiltbv  firand,  that,  lij  reducing  tfaenambrr  ofnewi- 
papan  to  twenlj-flve,  U  the  StatM  ind  TMriloitu, 
tad  one  in  tha  Diatricl  of  ColDinbit,  rMtoring  tha  old 
pice  for  the  printen,  uiddiipeNing  with  Ihiaminnar 
of  pnhliahing  Indian  tteatiea,  the  eipcndilare  in  »!»- 
lion  la  the  I*wa  of  the  preaent  aaanon  will  be  redoead 
from  19,750  dotlan,  to  4,678  dollan  and  tUrty-faar 
coota;  and,  with  a  Tiew  to  effect  that  object,  (he  com- 
mittee herewith  report  a  bill. 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

Mr.  Storrb,  from  the  Commitiee  on  Boada  and 
Canals,  reported  the  folloviag  bill : 

BtittmneUd,  lr»..  Thai  tha  PrMidentoflbe  UnitoJ 
Btalaa  be,  and  he  ia  herabj,  authortnd  to  oanae  to  be 
erectad  on  the  national  road  leadinc  fiooi  ConibarlaDd, 
in  the  Blala  of  Maijland,  to  the  rirer  Obio,  ■«  many 
tolthonaaa,  galea,  ani)  tmiipikea,  ai  io  hia  opiniaii  will 
ha  naeeaaarj  and  nilficieiit  to  collect  the  dnliea  and 
tolla  hareafter  mentioned,  from  all  peraont  traTelling 
on  the  aime,  to  be  erected  at  anch  placea  aa  he  ehall 
determine  :  Frovidtd,  That  the  number  of  auch  galea 
and  taropikea  ahall  not  exceed  twelve,  nor  be  lea*  than 
rix ;  and  anch  galea  and  tompikea  Aall  be  erected  at 
a  diatanee  not  leaa  than  ten  milaa  from  each  other. 

SiD.S.  Attdbeit/urthettnaeUd,  That,  aa  toon  aa 
Uw  aald  gate*  and  tnnipikea  ahall  be  ended,  the  Pree- 
ident  of  ihe  United  Stale*  ia  herebj  anibM^ed  to  ap- 
point toU-gathatei*  to  collect  and  Teceira,  of  and  from 
every  peraon  or  peraona  uaing  the  aatd  road,  the  tolla 
and  dDlica  bcrelnatter  mentioned,  at  each  of  the  aaid 
g»tea — Ihatialoiay:  Foreecb  acoreofaheepoiawine, 
HI  eenta:  for  each  ecote  of  cattle,  twelve  cenia;  for 
every  chariot,  eoaeb.  coachee,  or  phaslon,  twenty-fire 
tenia ;  Ibr  every  etage,  wagon,  or  other  four-wheeled 
carriage  for  the  oonveyance  of  paaaengeri,  drawn  by 
fonr  horaea,  twelve  cenla;  tor  evarr,  cart,  aleigh,  or 
aled,  drawn  by  two  oien  or  horaea,  *ix  cealai  and  for 
every  additional  horae  or  oi,  two  canti;  for  every 
wagon  drawn  by  two  horaea,  eight  centa ;  and  for  every 
additioaat  borae,  ibnr  centa ;  for  each  peraon  and  hone, 
aix  centa ;  for  eadi  chaiae,  aalky,  or  one-faorta  wag- 
on, >t(  eenta.  And  it  ahall  be  lawful  for  any  of  the 
toll-galheren  to  Mop  any  pereen  or  peraooa  riding, 
leading,  or  driving,  any  horaei,  cattle,  iheep,  awine, 
■nlky,  phttlon,  eoeeh,  coachee,  chariot,  chaiae,  cart, 
wagon,  aleigh,  or  other  carriage,  of  burden  or  pleaaure, 
from  paenng  through  the  gaua  or  tnmpikea,  until  he 
or  Ihay  ahaU  have  raapeelively  paid  the  toll  above  ape- 
dfiedi  PnniJtd,  That  nothing  in  thii  act  ihall  be 
conatraed  ao  aa  to  anthorixe  any  toUa  to  be  received 
or  collected  bom  any  peraon  paetiog  to  or  from  pub&c 
worahip,  or  to  or  from  hia  common  boaineaa  on  hia 
Ihrm^  or  to  or  from  a  foneral,  or  to  or  from  a  mill  i 


laden  with  tha  property  of  Ihe  United  Statea: 
cannon  or  mihtiry  atorea  belonging  to  the  United 
Btatea,  or  an;  of  the  States  componng  ihii  Union  ;  or 
any  peraon  or  peraooa  on  duty  in  the  military  aervice 
of  tha  United  Statei ;  or  the  militia  of  any  of  the 
Btetea. 

Sic  8.  And  be  if  fwitur  maeUd,  That,  if  any  of 
tha  loU-gatherera  ahall  nnreaaonably  delay  or  lunder 
any  peaaenger  or  traveller  at  any  of  the  galea,  or  riiall 
demand  or  receive  more  toll  than  ia  by  thi*  act  ealak' 
liahed,  he  aliall,  for  each  aod  every  anch  oStece,  £»• 
fbiland  pay  to  the  party  to         ■->■'-  •■  .__ 


Bic.  4.  And  bt  it  furthtr  aiacttd.  Thai  if  any 
peraon  who  ahall  naa  the  aoid  road,  ahall,  with  a  view 
'ade  Ihe  payment  of  the  tolla  reqoired  by  thia  act, 
)  the  laid  road,  and  go  round  tha  aaid  gatet,  every 
BDch  ppraoa  ahall,  for  every  inch  oSence,  forfeit  and 
pay  to  and  for  the  uae  of  the  United  Btatea  the  aum 
of  twelve  dollara. 

Sic.  6.  Astd  be  it  further  aiaeltd,  That  the  loll- 
gatherera  au  the  aaid  road  ahall  reapactivaly  receive 
oompenaation  for  their  aem'cea  at  the  rate  of  twelve 
n  on  the  amount  of  tolla  by  them  retpectively 
Prmtdtd,  That  the  annual  compeneatton  of 
any  ttdl-gatharer  ahall  never  exceed  the  ram  of  Ihreo 
hundred  and  fifty  dollara ;  nor  ahall  Ihe  tame  be  Icaa 
in  any  one  year  than  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollai*. 
And,  in  caae  of  any  deficiency  in  the  amoant  coUeetad 
by  any  toll-gatherer  below  the  aan  of  en*  hundred 
and  twenty  doUara,  the  reaidue  ahall  be  paid  oat  of 
the  tolla  colleeled  at  the  other  galea  on  aaid  road. 

Sic.  6.  And  be  it  Jiirther  enacted.  That  the  amonnt 

tolla  collected  on  aaid  road  ahall  be  paid  into  the 
Treaau;7  of  Ihe  United  Slatei  aemi- annually,  by  the 
totl-galberera  on  aaid  road,  and  a  aeparate  account 
kept  thereof;  and  the  aaid  morieyt,  after  deductiog 
therefrom  (he  expentea  and  chargea  of  collecting  the 
■ame,  ahall  be  applied,  under  tha  direction  of  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  Staiea,  to  the  repaira  and  ptetet- 
vatioQ  of  aaid  road,  in  auch  manner  and  nndet  each 
regulationt  aa  he  may  pretcribe,  and  to  no  other  por- 
poae  whatever. 

The  bill  having  been  read,  and  its  second  nad- 
ing  being  in  due  course  proposed,  Mr.  Barbour 
'  to  reject  the  bill. 

s  motioti  gave  rise  Io  a  short  debate,  in  the 
of  which  it  yn.t  sDpported  by  Messrs.  Bar- 
bour and  Randolph,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Har- 

~  .N,  LlVBBHORB.  80(1  B.  ShITB. 

In  general,  the  motion  to  reject  the  bill  was 
ipported  on  the  ground  that  the  question  which 
it  involved  had  be^  aa  much  discussed  as  any  ever 
■esented  to  Ihe  view  of  the  Legislature ;  that  the 
iscussions  and  solemn  decisions  had  gone  forth  to 
the  wotld  i  that  the  mind  of  every  member  w«s 
made  up  on  it,  and  therefore  there  was  no  need  of 
delay  for  reflection  j  and  thai  the  principle  of  the 
bill  was,  in  the  opinion  of  the  advocates  of  its  re- 
jection, so  obnoxious  that  it  ought  not  Io  be  enter- 
tained by  the  House  for  a  momoit. 

The  motion  to  reject  was  opposed  on  the  ground 
that  the  question  was  one  of  much  importance,  and 
ought  not  to  be  hastily  disposed  of;  that  the  pres- 
ervation of  a  national  work  which  has  already 
cost  so  much  money  was  an  object  of  iinporlance, 
if  within  the  Constitution al  power  of  Congress ; 
that,  in  fact,  the  question  involved  in  the  bill  had 
never  yet  been  decided  by  Congress ;  that,  being 
but  this  day  presented,  it  would  be  unreasonable  to 
call  upon  the  House  to  say  il  was  so  odious  they 
would  not  look  at  it. 

The  question  on  the  motion  to  reject  the  bill  was 
then  put,  in  this  form — "  Shall  this  bill  be  reject- 
ed 7"  on  which  the  votes  were  as  follow : 

Ybas — Meaart.  Adama,  Alexander,  Allen  of  New 
York,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Ball,  Barbonr,  Bayly,  Bnaiit. 
Bnrwell,  Clagett,  Cobb,  Cook,  Earle,  Edwardi  of 
Pennejlvauia,  Edwarda  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd, 
Folger,  Fool,  Forrest,  Hall  of  North  Camlina,  Holme*, 
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Hoohf,  JnhnioD,  Kent,  UeCo;,  Mcl^rcary,  Heigi, 
Neild,  NekonorVirsinii,  Firker  of  Virgiiiia,  Phelps 
fUoilulph.  Shea,  Kicbonls,  8ifflp«>n,  BeitJr,  8h*vr, 
A.  8m>lhof  Virginia. Smith  ofNorUi  Caiutin*.  Blrotfa- 
•r,  Swaaringen.  Tuclieruf  Virginia,  Tuckir  of  Sooth 
CaruliDn,  Walkar,  Warfieid.  Wiltiama  of  Virginia, 
aod  Williama  of  Norlh  Carolina— 47. 

NiTi — Meain.  Abbot,  Allan  of  TcnncaMe,  Balil- 
nio.  BaMinin,  Beecher.  BloDniEeM,  BoJan,  Uruah, 
'  Bntler  of  New  Hampabira,  Batt«  of  LoaiaiaDa,  Camp- 
bell, Cannon,  Uu«,  Clark,  Cocka,  Crafti.  CrinforJ, 
CroncJI,  Culpeper,  Cuabnan,  Cuthbert,  Darlington, 
Daridjion,  Denniaon,  Dewiti,  Diukinaan,  Uovaa,  Ed- 
dy, EdwHrda  of  CoDneclicut,  Fhj,  Fiiber,  Ford,  Ful- 
ler, f  ullerton,  Groaa  of  Nan  York,  Groaa  nf  Peon- 
ajUania,  Hackle?,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  Dela- 
ware, Haiilin, Haiard,  HenJricki,  Herrick,  Hibahmtn, 
Bill,  HMletlrr,  Jodcb  of  Tanneaaet,  Kanjall,  KinMj, 
Kindaj,  Lathrop,  Little,  Lincoln,  Linn,  Livermore, 
LowDdea,  Ljman,  Maclaj,  McLane  of  Del-,  McLean 
of  Kj.,  Mallar;,  Marchand.  Miaon,  Meecb,  Mercer, 
Metcalf,  R. Moure,  8.  Mooie,  MoDeil,  Mortoa.Murriy, 
Nelaoa  of  Maaaacbusetti,  Namton,  Parker  of  Maaaa- 
cbtmetta,  Patleraon,  Fbitaou,  Pindall.  Pitcber,  Plumer, 
Rankin,  Bred,  Rich.  Ricbmond,  Ringgold,  Rogen, 
Roaa,  Ruaa,  Silibae,  Simkim,  Bloan,  Slucumb,  Smith 
of  New  Jeracf,  Smith  of  Marjlan J,  B.  Smith  of  Vir- 
ginia, Sunlbard,  illerene,  Btorra,  Street,  Strong  of 
Vermont,  Strung  or  Nan  York,  Tarr,  Tavlor,  Terroll, 
ToDtlinaon,  Tompkina,  Tracjr,  Trimble,  U^ham,  Wal- 
lace, Wenduver,  and  WooiI_lU. 

Tbeaaid  bill  was  theo  read  ibe  second  time,  and 
committed  to  a  Commitlee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow, 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 

The  r«iiiBiDder  of  the  day  was  occupied  id  de- 
bating the  bill  for  ameuding  the  penajoti  law,  and 
the  proposition  of  Mr.  Babbodr  to  substitute  for 
it  a  dinerCDt  bill.  Messrs.  Reid,  Hill,  Poller, 
Tbimble,  Bahbodr,  Livermore,  and  Bloom- 
piELD,  engaged  in  the  bill;  among  whom  Mr. 
Hill,  Mr.  Fdlleb,  and  Mr.  Livermobb,  earnestly 
opposed  any  ioTasian  of  the  principle  of  the  pres- 
ent pension  law,  though  willing  to  make  any  ne- 
cessary amendment  to  its  details.  Mr.  Poller 
spoke  on  the  subject  considerably  at  large. 

Before  coming  to  any  decision  on  the  subject, 
the  Commitlee  tose,  aod  reported  progress,  and 
the  House  adjonmed. 

ToESD&T,  March  21- 

Mr.  Wiluauh,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Thomas  C.  Withers,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  for  his  relief;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  lo  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Stobhs,  from  the  Commiicee  on  Roads 
and  Caaals,  to  whom  waa  referred  the  communi- 
cation from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  on  the 
19th  of  January  last,  and  the  petition  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  borough  of  Erie,  in  tbe  State 
of  PennHylvanJa,  relative  to  the  improvemeot  of 
the  harbor  of  Erie,  made  a  report  thereon ;  which 
waa  read,  and  the  resolution  therein  contained  was 
concurred  in  by  the  House,  aa  follows : 


Raahtd,  That  the  ComotiUra  on  Roada  and  Ca- 
nala  be  diacharged  frODi  tbe  forllier  coneideratiaB  of 
the  eommuDicalion  to  Ihie  Hoaia  Irom  the  Secretary 
of  the  Department  of  the  NaTy  on  the  ISth  day  af 
January  taal,  aad  the  petition  of  the  iahabitanta  of 
the  borough  of  Erie,  in  the  Stale  of  Pennaylvama, 
relative  lo  the  improiameot  of  tha  heiborof  Erie. 

Mr.  Storks,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  also  referred  the  petitions  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  the  in- 
habitants of  the  counties  of  Jefferson,  Oneida,  and 
Oswego,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  District  of  Maine,  and  of  the 
President  and  Directorsof  the  Milford  and  Owego 
Turnpike  Company,  respectively  praying  the  aid 
of  Congress  in  the  construction  and  improvement 
of  certain  roads,  made  a  r^ort  thereon ;  which 
was  read,  and  the  resolution  tnerein  contained  was 
conctirred  in  by  the  House,  as  follows: 

Baolvid,  That  tbe  CoDmittee  on  Roada  and  Ca- 
nal* be  diachaiged  from  tbe  fnrtiicT  coaaideration  of 
the  said  petibon- 

Mr.  SoDTBABD,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Afikirs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Smate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  better  regulation 
of  the  trade  with  the  Indian  tribes,"  reported  tha 
sam^  without  amendment,  and  it  was  committed 
to  a  Commitlee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow, 

PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Mbioh,  from  the  Commitlee  on  the  Expen- 
ditures on  tbe  Public  Building,  made  a  report  in 
obedience  to  the  resolution  instructing  them  to 
ascertain  whether  the  expenses  upon  the  public 
buildings  cannot  be  lexsened  without  arresting 
their  progress;  as  also,  upon  the  subject  of  the 
said  buildings  generally ;  which  report  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  The  report  is  as 
follows : 

Tbe  Committee  on  the  Eipeaditares  apoa  ibs 
Pnblic  Bnildiaga  leapectTullj  report: 

That  they  have,  in  pnrauanca  of  their  dqty  gener- 
ally, and  in  obedience  tu  Ihe  reaolution  of  the  Houae 
of  Repreaentatives,  requiriog  the  GoinmiUee  to  aacar- 
lain  whether  tbe  eipeoaea  opon  die  Poblic  BoilUiDfa 
cannot  ba  leaaMcd  without  arresting  their  ptogreM, 
Dade  inch  ioquiriea  sa  aeemed  to  the  committee  oecea- 
aary  to  attain  lbs  reqoieite  infbrmatioD.  That  the 
paper  anneiad,  marked  A,  containing  an  acoonnt  of 
Ihe  eipenditurea  from  Ihe  13th  of  Faliinarj,  1816,  to 
the  lat  of  Jannary,  1830,  was,  at  tha  reqaeat  of  the 
committee,  randeiad  lo  Ihem  by  Samoel  Lane,  the 
CommiMionei  of  Public  Buildinga.  Thia  alatement 
exbibil*  an  eipenditure  of  one  million  four  bandied 
and  ni n sly-one  thouaand  three  hundred  and  etity-thrae 
dollaTS  and  twenty-four  cente,  of  which  nrai'ly  one 
million  of  dollara  waa  expended  on  repair*  of  the  dam* 
age  dona  by  the  enemy  in  1614. 

The  paper  annexed,  marked  B,  alao  rendered  by 
reqaeiti  from  tbe  Commiaioner,  eibiUita  a  view  of 
tbe  total  expendilurea  upon  the  public  building*  in 
the  City  of  Waibiogton,  from  the  commencement 
to  tbe  firatday  of  January,  ISSO;  and  alao  a  view 
of  ibe  value  and  proceed*  of  the  public  lands  in  tbe 
Diatrict  of  Colnmbi*.  Tha  latter  etatement  ia  exhib- 
ited, in  order  that  the  Hooaa  of  Represents livei  may 
know  ths  jnat  relation  of  the  national  expendituias 
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upon  adiflcei  in  tha  DiatrtcL  to  Ihe  national  aojaw- 
tioD*  in  Ibe  Mme.  According  to  this  viavr  it  ippeara 
that  lbs  valnation  o(  the  pablic  iinda,  and  actoal 
■mouDl  of  lalM,  added  to  donaiiana  from  th«  Stales  of 
Virginia  and  Maryland,  eiccnl  Ifae  national  eipfndi- 
lare  upon  public  huilding*  within  tha  Diatriet  bj 
n«ari;  four  bondrtd  thoaaand  dollar*. 

Tbe  comtoittee,  hiTlng  obtained  Ihia  general  infor- 
mation  relativi  to  ibe  aubject  of  their  appointment, 
proceeded  to  aacertain,  ao  br  aa  wai  in  their  potrer, 
the  Tclatiie  pticri  of  material*,  and  wage*  of  artiata 
•nd  liboren,  at  difierent  period*,  during  the  progreta 
of  the  worka  done  in  the  Dialricl,  and  preaent  a  table 
thereof,  whidi  i*  anaeied,  marked  C ;  also  a  Jeller 
firom  the  Commissioner  of  the  PgUic  Building*,  with 
another  taUa,  marked  D,  in  nbirh  tbe  sBlimata  of 
prices  of  material*  is  not  made  fur  18S0,  but  it  ia 
■tated  that  lhes«  are  reduced,  particnlarl;  the  price  of 
brick.  Tbe  wage*  of  workmen  are  her*  ealimated 
much  lower  than  thej  hare  been  in  former  jeara,  •* 
will  appear  on  axaminiag  the  same. 

It  doea  not  appear  to  the  committee  that  lower 
wage*  than  iboae  eihlbiled  for  1830,  can  be  expected 
in  tbia  District;  and  the  cammiitee  believe  that  the 
Commiaiioner  baa  uaad  eier;  exertion  Id  hia  power  to 
regulate  these  eipnnJilures,  bj  similar  eipenaes,  in 
Baltimore,  Phil  add  |>hia,  aad  New  York,  and  baa  ob- 
tained workmen  and  materials  upon  m  good  term*  a* 
could  reasonably  be  expected,  when  it  is  considered 
that  manj  of  tbe  workmen  and  some  of  the  material* 
are  not  to  be  obtained,  eifept  from  distant  parts  of  tbe 
coantry. 

1'be  commiUee  have  endeavored  to  make  IbenaelTea 
acquainted  with  Ibe  gearrel  character  of  the  work 
which  ia  designed  to  be  bestowed  upon  tbe  Uenlre 
Building  of  Ibe  Uspilol,  *nd  il  appears  to  tbem  that 
it  cannot  proper)]!  be  conducted  with  les*  attention  to 
ornaoient  ihao  is  dnignsd,  without  iojatj  to  Ibst  fit- 
ness of  parta  which  become*  a  whole;  aud  the;r  are 
ple***d  to  find  that  the  pripdpal  ornament  of  (his 
centre  work  will  conaist,  not  of  expensive  sculpture, 
but  of  its  simple  form,  the  rotunda.  The  committee 
think  proper  to  suggest  to  tbe  Mouse,  however,  that, 
aa  il  is  contemplated  to  fiirm  tha  dome  of  the  centre 
of  brick  work,  in  imila  ion  of  tbe  Faniheon  at  Rome, 
and  a*  auch  work  will,  when  added  to  the  great  weight 
of  tbe  edifice,  require'  the  most  serioua  attention  to 
the  Inundation*  of  the  whole  edifice  to  eecore  it*  lafe- 
tj  ;  and  as  from  the  examiiialjon  which  the  comnillee 
have  had  occaaion  to  make,  tbe;  feel  convinced  that 
these  ibundatioDa  require  attention,  that  it  ii  worthy 
tbe  consideration  of  tbe  House,  whether  sOectual 
mean*  should  not  be  taken  lo  giv*  perfect  security, 
espenally  on  the  westerly  aide  of  the  edifice,  by  metna 
of  walla  of  (ufficient  weight  and  cooipsctness  to  coun- 
teract the  apparent  tendency  of  damage  to  the  Capilol 
in  that  direction. 

This  consideration  ongbt  to  precede  the  aiecotion 
of  the  maaaivB  work  which  i*  destined  to  complete  tbe 
centre  building. 

The  latter  snggeation  ma;  not  appear  to  fall  pra- 
ciaely  within  Ibe  iHiund*  ofduly  prescribed  to  the  com- 
mittee, but  as  Ibe  prevention  oF  damige  to  the  Public 
Buildings  will  be  aasviog  of  expense  in  tbe  end,  they 
have  thought  it  not  proper  to  omit  it. 

It  appears  lo  the  committee  drairable  that  the  Capi- 
lol should  be  finiibed  a*  soon  a*  may  be  conveniently 


Winter  by  that  eipoanre  to  the  weather  wbieb  they 
seem  unavoidably  to  auitain.  And  ihe  prosBcatlan  of 
tbe  work  ought  to  be  encouraged  by  the  reflection 
that  the  national  acqnialtion  in  Ihe  District  approache* 
ao  nearly  ita  eipenditnres,  thai  it  may  be  presuined 
tbe  total  eipendilurei  will  not  (when  the  Capitol 
ahall  be  finisbed)  much,  if  at  all  exceed  the  acquisi- 
tion, and  would  not  have  equalled  il,  unless  that  ei- 
pendilure  had  been  swelled  one  million,  by  ibe  ruth- 
less vandalism  of  tbe  enemy,  who  applied  the  torch 
of  destruclioa  to  tbe  first  national  ornament*  ha  ap* 
preached . 

All  which  ia  respectfully  aubtnitted. 

BBVOLUTIOKARY  PENSIONS. 

The  House  then  Rgaiit  resolved  itself  ioto  a 
Coromitlee  of  the  Whole,  od  the  bill  to  amend 
Ibe  Revolutionnry  Pension  Law. 

Varioua  amendments  were  offered,  proposiiu' 
all  sorts  of  modifications  of  tbe  present  law;  all 

hich  were  successiTely  rejected. 

Until  at  length  a  motion  was  made  to  strike 
It  tbe  whole  of  the  bill  except  the  enacting 
claoxe,  EO  as  to  leave  a  blank  to  be  filled  with  an; 
thing  the  House  should  choose. 

This  motion  was.atrreed  to,  (at  abonl  the  usual 
hour  of  adjournment,;  by  a  vote  of  75  to  41. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  the  Chairman  asked  tbe  usual  leare  to  sit 
B^in.  Before  il  was  granted,  bowerer,  a  motion 
WHS  made  to  adjourn,  and  was  carried. 


Wedhebdiy,  March  22. 

The  Speakeb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  Ihe  Secretary  of  the  Treasunr,  transmitting 
statements  of  the  importation  of  goods,  wareo, 
and  merchandise,  in  American  and  foreign  vessels, 
and  an  aggregate  view  of  both,  for  the  year  end- 
ing on  the  30th  of  September,  181S;  which  was- 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WiLLi&ua,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  Francis  B.  Laa- 
guille,  made  a  detailed  report  thereon,  recom- 
mending that  the  said  bill  be  postponed  indefinite- 
ly :  which  report  was  read,  and,  together  with  the 
bill,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WiLLrAUB,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  recommitted  (he  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Daniel  Converse,  with  additional  teatimonr,  made 
a  further  repon,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Daniel  Converse  and  Qeorge  Miller ; 
which  was  read  twice,  end  committed  (o  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Slocumb  moved  that  tbe  House  do  now 
proceed  to  consider  tbe  joint  resolution  sutaniiled 
by  bim  on  the  6th  instant,  to  fix  a  period  for  the 
termination  of  tbe  present  session  of  Congress. 
The  motion  was  negatived. 

The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider, 
the  amendment  reported  on  the  2d  instant,  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  lo  tbe  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  establishing  a  circuit 
court  within  and  for  the  District  of  Maine;"  and, 
the  said  amendment  being  read  at  tbe  Clerk's 
table,  was  concurred  in  bjr  the  House,  and  ordered 
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to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrcw. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  ioformed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  biU,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  tne  offieera  and  volunteers 
eneaeed  in  the  late  campaigo  agaiQ^t  the  Semi- 
nole Indians ;"  in  which  thejr  ask  the  concurrence 
of  this  House. 

DUTIES  ON -IMPORTS. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  from  the  Committee  on  Manu- 
factures, reported  a  bill  to  r^ulate  the  duties  cm 
imports,  and  for  other  purposes ;  which  was  read, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to  which  is  committed  the  bill  to  r^ulate  the  pav- 
ment  of  duties  on  merchandise  imported,  and  for 
Other  purposes.  The  hill  ie  as  follows: 
A  Bill  to  lesiilalB  the  datiei  dq  imports,  uti  for  other 

Bt  it  enacted  b^  the  Smatt  and  HouMt^S^retoU- 
atitet  of  tht  Untied  Sltta  of  Ataeriea,  in  Congrtt* 
OMetabltd,  That  from  and  aRer  the  thiitiath  day 
or  JuB«,  ona  tbouianil  flight  hundred  aod  twenty,  the 
dntiei  heietofore  laid  bj  Ian  on  goods,  wares,  and 
merchawliM,  imported  into  the  United  States,  shsll 
cease  snd  determine,  aoil  tbeie  shall  be  lened,  and 
collected,  aad  paid,  the  seversl  duties  horeinftner 
mentioaed,  lh«t  is  to  say: 

FiraL  A  duty  of  ISi  per  centum  ail  lalorem  on  all 
dying  drugs  and  materialu  for  composing  dyes  not  sub- 
ject to  other  rate*  of  duty;  gam  itrabic,  gam  •rnegsl, 
saltpetre,  jewelry,  gold,  si)*er,  snd  other  watches,  and 


set;  Bristol  stones  or  paila  woA,  and 
aitidea  composed  nbolly  or  chiefly  of  gold,  lilrer,  peail, 
and  preeiona  stones ;  and  laces,  lace  Teila,  lace  shawls, 
or  shades,  of  thread  or  silk. 

Second.  A  duty  of  twenty  per  centaoi  ad  rslorem 
on  gold  lesr,  and  on  alt  articles  act  free,  and  not  sub- 
ject to  any  other  rata  of  duly. 

Third.  A  duty  of  twenty-five  pet  centum  ad  nlo- 
rem  od  hempen  cloth,  or  sail  cloUi,  except  (Russia  and 
Holland  duck,)  printing  lypei,  all  articles  of  brass, 
copper,  iron,  steel,  pewter,  lead,  or  tin,  or  of  which 
these  materials,  or  either  of  them,  !■  a  competent  ma- 
terial ;  brass,  wire,  cutlery,  pins,  needles,  buttons, 
bntton  moulds ;  backles  of  sll  kinds,  japanned  wares 
of  all  kinds;  cannon,  muaketa,  fire-arms,  snd  side- 
amra,  and  Fmsnan  bine :  Provided,  That  where  any 
parMm  who  ha*  imported  copper  in  iheet*  or  plates, 
shall,  within  twelve  months  after  such  impartation, 
produce  to  the  collector  satlabctory  aTidenca  that  the 
saiaB  was  imported  anbaeqaeutly  to  the  lUrtislh  day 
of  June,  ona  thoosand  aight  hundred  and  twen^,  and 
that  the  duties  thereon  have  been  paid,  and  that  the 
swna  has  been  actually  naed  in  the  building  or  repairing 
of  ships  or  Teasdc,  there  shall  be  ailowsd  a  drawback 
of  Ibo  duties  bsrein  imposed,  in  the  manner  and  under 
the  same  regulations,  as  are  provided  far  by  the  etii^ng 

Fonrtb.  A  duty  of  thirty -three  per  centum  ad  ralo- 
rem  on  woollen  manufactures  of  all  descriptions,  or  of 
which  wool  is  a  component  material,  and  on  cotton 
manufacturM  of  all  descriptions,  (except  of  (be  growth 
or  the  mannlacture  of  any  place  or  country  beyond 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,)  or  of  which  cotton  ii  a  com- 
ponent material,  and  on  cotton  twist,  yam,  or  Uiread, 
adityof  thirty-three  petcentum ad  Talorem;  onuan- 


keeua,  and  cotton  manutaetnTes  of  all  daaetlptions,  or 
of  which  cotton  is  a  Eomponent  material)  the  produoa 
or  manu&cture  of,  or  imported  bom  any  place  or 
coDDIry  beyond  the  Cvpo  <rfGood  Hope,  adnty  of  forty 
percentomadTBlorem:  Provided,  That  atl  cotton  dodis, 
or  doth)  of  which  cotton  is  a  component  material,  the 
cost  of  which  at  the  place  whence  imported,  with  the 
addition  of  twenty  per  centum,  if  imported  from  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  from  places  beyond  it,  snd  of 
ten  per  centum  if  imported  from  any  other  place,  shall 
be  leai  than  twenty-Gie  cents  per  square  yard,  shall, 
with  such  addition,  be  taken  and  deemed  to  have  cost 
twenty-five  cents  per  square  yard,  snd  shall  becbargad 
with  duly  accordingly  :  Provided,  aito.  That  all  un- 
bleached and  ancoloiwd  cotton  twist,  yarn,  or  thread, 
the  original  cosi  of  which  shall  be  lass  iban  liity  eenia 
per  poDnd,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  ha*a  cost 
sill;  cents  per  pound,  and  shall  be  charged  with  duty 
accordingly  i  and  atl  bleached  or  colored  yarn,  twist, 
or  thread,  the  original  cost  of  which  shall  have  been 
leas  than  sevenly-ive  cents  per  pound,  shall  be  taken 
snd  deemed  to  baTccost  scTenty-five  cents  per  pound, 
and  shall  be  charged  with  duty  accordingly ;  a  duty 
of  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  vslarem  on  all  mannfac- 
tures  of  linen,  or  of  which  Sax  is  a  component  mate- 
rial :  Provided,  That  all  linen  cloths,  or  clotba  of 
which  linen  is  a  component  malarial,  from  whsterer 
place,  the  costof  whiiji  at  the  place  whence  imported, 
with  the  addition  of  ten  per  centam,  shall  be  less  than 
twenty-fire  cents  per  squara  yard,  shilt,  with  auch 
addition,  be  taken  and  deemed  to  have  cost  twenty- 
five  cents  per  sqnate  yard,  and  sbatl  be  charged  with 
duty  acconlingly. 

Fifth.  A  duly  of  forty  per  centam  ad  valorem  on 
clothing  ready  made;  on  all  bonnets,  hata,  and  caps, 
of  wool,  far,  leather,  chip,  straw,  or  silk,  or  of  which 
either  is  a  componentmatarial;  Provided,  I'hatifthe 
same  at  the  place  whence  imported,  with  the  addition 
of  ten  per  centum,  ehatl  be  lesa  than  one  dollar  each, 
they  shall  bs  deemed  and  taken  to  hare  cost  ons  dol- 
lar each,  and  shall  be  charged  with  duty  accordingly; 
a  duly  of  thurty  per  centnm  ad  valorem  on  alt  mauit 
factures  of  silk,  from  any  place  or  country  beyond  Iho 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  ;  a  duty  of  thirty-five  per  centum 
■d  valorem  on  printed  books,  painted,  stained,  or  col-  . 
ored  paper,  or  paper  hangings,  clocks,  and  time-pieces ; 
on  umbrellas,  parasols,  (of  whatever  material  made,) 
and  Slicks,  stretchers,  andother  parts,  andall  furniture 
for  nmbrelias  and  parasols  i  an  bonnets  and  capa  (or 
women,  not  otherwise  enumerated  ;  fsna,  feathers,  or- 
oameaia  for  head  dresses,  arlificial  dowera,  mitlinei; 
of  all  sorts,  cosmetici,  washes,  balssma,  perfamaa, 
painted  floor  dothl,  oil  cloths,  mats  of  grass,  or  flags, 
salad  oil,  pickles,  capers,  olives,  mustard,  comfits,  and 
sweetmeats,  preserved  in  sugar  or  brandy,  confection- 
ery, wafers,  cabinet  wares,  and  all  manufactarea  of 
wood ;  coach  lace,  carriages  of  all  descriptions,  and 
all  furnilare,  trimminga,  and  parts  thereof;  leather, 
and  all  manufkctures  of  leather,  or  of  which  leather  is 
a  component  material;  ssddles,  bridles,  harness,  parch> 
ment,  brushes,  canea,  walking  sticks,  whips,  gilt  and 
plated  wares,  cut  glass,  china  wares,  eartheu,  crockery, 
and  stone  wares  ;  marble,  alabaster,  and  all  work  or 
manufactures  thereof.  Aod  in  all  cases  where  an  ad 
valorem  duly  shall  be  charged,  it  aholl  be  calculated 
on  the  invoice  price  of  the  articles  at  the  place  whenco 
imported,  or  on  the  estimated  price,  according  to  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  (sxcInsiTe  of  packages,  commia. 
sions,  and  all  charges,)  with  the  usual  addition  estab- 
lishsd  by  law,  of  twenty  per  centnm  oi 
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dix  imporIM!  ttota  placM  bejond  the  Cape  of  Gooi 
Hops,  >Dtl  of  tea  pei  cealum  on  arlidea  impoitsd 
from  *11  other  place*,  togecbeF  witti  tba  imauiit  of  ilt 
inch  bountiea,  premiuots.  dranbadu,  allowancoB,  or 
ducoDnts,  as  mm;  be  giTin,  paid,  or  allim(<d,  in  tbe 
place  or  countrjr  wheaci;  imported;  nbich  (lull  be 
uceHained  and  calculoted  in  inch  manner,  and  under 
■uch  rales  and  regnlatiouB  u  ■hall  from  time  to  linte 
l>e  pmcrtbed  b;  the  Secietarj  of  the  Tieaaarj. 

Sixth.  Tbe  following  duties,  UTeiall;  and  apecifi- 
cilly  :  On  ale,  beei,  and  poilsr,  in  botllei,  twenty  cenla 
per  gallon  ;  an  ate,  beer,  and  porter,  imparted  otbcr- 
nite  Ihan  in  botllea,  fiftasn  centa  per  gallon  ;  on  alum, 
three  doll  are  per  hundredweight;  on  almondi,  foar 
eenU  per  poand ;  on  black  gtan  bolllea,  two  dollara 
per  grata ;  on  boot),  two  dollara  par  pairj  on  bria- 
Ues,  three  ccnla  per  pound  ;  on  plajing  catdi,  thirtj- 
Gto  centa  per  pack;  an  tanwl  oablea  and  cordage, 
four  etata  per  pound;  on  uotatred  cordage,  jarna, 
twine,  pack  thread,  and  aeinea,  fi>e  cant*  per  pannd  ; 
on  taltow  candiea,  fire  cent*  pt-i  pound  ;  an  wax  and 
■peimaceli  candiea,  eight  eenla  per  pound ;  on  Chi' 
neae  casaia,  ten  cent*  per  poand  ;  on  cinnamon,  thir- 
ty-three and  one-lhiro  centa  per  pound ;  on  doiea, 
thirtj-fiTe  centa  par  pannd  ;  on  cheese,  nine  ccntapei 
ponnd;  on  chocolate,  foar  cents  per  pound;  on  cocoa, 
three  centa  pei  ponad  ;  on  coal,  eix  canta  per  heaped 
biubcl ;  00  copperaa,  twodoUar*  per  hundred  weight; 
on  copper  rods,  botta,  apikea,  or  naili,  and  compoaiUan 
roda,  bolts,  apikea,  or  naila,  four  centa  per  poand ;  on 
corki,  fifteen  cents  per  pound ;  on  cofieo,  aiz  centa  pei 
pound  ;  on  cotton,  mi  cents  per  pound  ;  on  eurranta, 
fiiui  cents  per  pound  ;  on  figs,  foar  centa  per  ponnd  ; 
on  foreign  caught  fiab,  one  dollar  per  quintal ;  on 
mackerel,  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  barrel ;  on 
salmon,  two  dollars  per  barret ;  and  on  all  other  pickled 
fiah,  one  dollar  per  barret ;  on  window  glass,  not  above 
eight  by  ten  indies  in  aixe,  three  dollars  per  hnndred 
■qnate  feet ;  oo  the  same,  not  above  ten  by  twelve 
inches  in  aiie,  three  dollars  and  twenty-five  ce 
hundred  square  feet ;  on  flie  aame,  if  above  ten 
bj  twelve  indiM  in  siie,  three  dollars  and  leventy-five 
cents  per  hundred  sqnare  feet;  an  plain,  uncut  Sin' 
gtais,  ten  centa  per  pound;  on  glue,  ten  cents  pei 
p«nnd ;  on  gunpowder,  ten  centa  per  pound ;  on  hemp 
two  dollars  altQ  fifty  cents  per  hundred  weight ;  or 
iron  or  steet  wire,  not  eiceoding  number  eighteen,  fivi 
cents  per  poand ;  and  over  number  eighteen,  nine  cents 
per  ponnd ;  on  iron  in  bars  aud  bolts,  eieepting  iron 
manufactured  by  rolling,  one  dollar  and  twenty-five 
cants  per  hnndred  weight;  on  iron  in  theeto,  roda, 
and  boopa,  three  dollars  per  hundred  weight ;  and  in 
ban  or  bolts,  when  mannbctured,  ia  whole   or  in 

5 art,  by  rolling,  and  on  andum,  two  dollars  per  bun- 
red  weight;  Iron  in  pigs  semnty-five  cents  per  hun- 
dred weigbt;  OD  iron  caatings,  one  dollsr  and  fifty 
centa  per  hundred  weight;  on  spadea  and  ahovels, 
Cwcntj-iTe  cents  each ;  on  riates  and  tiles  for  building, 
not  exceeding  twdra  inches  square,  t"o  dollars  per 
ttousand ;  over  twelve  inches,  and  not  exceeding  four- 
teen inches  square,  three  doilarsper  thousand;  over 
^Mltteen,  and  not  exceeding  aixteen  inches  square,  four 
dollars  per  thousand  ;  over  sixteen,  and  not  exceeding 
eighteen  inches  square,  five  dollara  per  thousand ;  over 
«ghteen,  end  not  exeeeding  twenty  inches  square,  six 
dollars  per  thousand  ;  on  folio  and  quarto  post,  pot, 
cap,  crown,  demi,  mediant  paper,  twenty  cents  per 
pound  ;  on  royal,  inper-royi),  imperial,  etephsnt,  nri- 
ting,  folio-poat,  and  drawing  paper,  fifteen  cents  per 
poBud ;  on  all  pauiting  and  copperplate  paper,  twelve 
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and  a  half  centa  per  pound;  on  all  other  ooarse  p«per, 
not  enomsrated,  ten  centa  per  pound ;  on  ecrews  of 
wire,  not  exceeding  one  inch  in  length,  eight  cents  per 
•s;  over  ons  inch,  and  not  exceeding  two  inchM 
length,  fomtesn  cents  per  gross  ;  over  two  inch** 
length,  twenty  cent*  per  gross  ;  on  ginger,  rongh, 
9  cent  per  pound ;  ground,  fbur  cents  per  pound; 
pserred,  ten  cents  per  pound  ;  on  sawing  silk,  and 
«ilk  snd  worsted  twist,  one  dollar  fifty  centa  per  pound  ; 
indigo,  fifteen  cents  per  pound ;  an  lead  In  pigs  or 
I,  one  cent  per  pound ;  in  sheets,  two  cents  per 
pound  ;  on  shot,  manufactured  of  lead,  tbrea  cents  per 
pound  ;  on  red  and  wMie  lead,  dry,  or  gronnd  in  oil, 
(but  cents  per  pound;  on  mace,  one  dotlarand  twenty- 
five  cents  per  pouiMl ;  on  molasses,  ten  cents  per  gat- 
aili,  of  iron,  five  centa  per  pound  ;  on  wtt- 
enty-five  cents  per  ponnd ;  on  pepper,  ten 
centa  per  povnd  ;  au  pimento,  eight  canta  per  pomd; 
on  plums,  and  prunes,  four  ceats  per  pound ;  Ok 
muscatel  raiains,  and  raiains  in  jars  snd  boms,  fanr 
cents  per  pound  ;  on  all  other  raisina,  three  cents  par 
ponnd  i  oo  aalt,  twenty-five  cents  per  baahd  of  fit^-aiz 
-Kiunds;  on  odire,  dry,  one  cent  per  pound;  in  oil, 
me  and  a  half-cents  per  pound ,  on  steel,  one  dolhv 
ind  fifty  cents  per  hundred  weight;  on  dgars,  five  dol- 
lars per  thousand ;  on  spirits,  from  grain,  of  first  proof; 
forty-two  cents  per  gallon  ;  of  second  proo^  fiMty- 
Gve  cants  per  gallon  ;  of  third  proof  fut^-ejghl  eenla 
~ier  gallon  ;  of  fourth  proof;  fifty-two  cents  per  gti- 
on  ;  of  fifth  proof;  aix^  cents  per  gallon  ;  above  fiAh 
pr>iof;  seventy-five  cents  per  gsUoa;  on  spirits  from 
"ither  materials  than  grain,  of  first  and  aeeond  proo^ 
birty-eight  cents  per  gallon  ;  of  third  proof,  for^- 
wo  cents  per  gallon ;  of  fourth  proof,  forly-eigm 
xnts  per  gallon  ;  of  filih  proof,  firty-seveb  eents  per 
gallon  ;  above  fifth  proof,  aevent]'  cents  per  gallon  ;  on 
shoes,  and  slippers,  of  aitk,  fiflj  centa  per  pair;  on 
shoos  and  alippera  of  leather,  fifty  centa  per  pair  ;  on 
shoes  and  alippers  for  children,  twentj-five  centa  per 
pair ;  on  spikes,  of  iron,  four  cents  per  pound ;  oh 
soap,  four  cents  per  pound  ;  on  brown  sugar  four  canta 
per  pound ;  on  while,  clayed,  or  powdered  angor,  five 
cents  per  pound  ;  on  lump  sugar,  twelve  and  a  hmil 
cents  per  pound ;  on  loaf  sugar,  and  on  sugar  candy, 
fifteen  cents  per  pound;  on  snuC^  fifteen  cents  per 

Siund  ;  on  tallow,  one  cent  per  pound  ;  on  t«a,  from 
hina,  in  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  Statesi  a* 
follows,  vii :  hyson  skin,  souchong,  and  all  olhei  bladt, 
twentj-five  cents  per  pouotl ;  imperial,  gunpowder,  and 
gomee,  fifty  centa  per  pound  ;  hyion  and  young  hjson, 
forty  cents  per  pound  ;  and  other  green,  twenty-eight 
cents  per  pound  ;  on  teas  from  any  other  place,  or  in 
any  other  than  ibips  or  vcesda  of  the  United  Statsa, 
as  follows :  viz :  bobea,  byson,  hyson  skin,  souchong, 
and  aU  other  black,  thirty-four  cents  per  pound;  im- 
perial, gunpowder,  and  gomoc,  aixty-eight  cents  per 
pound ;  hyson  and  young  hyson,  fifty-six  cents  par 
pound;  other  green,  thirty-eight  cents  per  pound  ;  on 
manufisclured  tobacco,  olherthan  anas'  and  cigars,  ten 
cents  per  pound ;  on  whiting  and  Paria  white,  one 
cent  per  pound ;  on  wiae,  as  follows,  vii :  on  Madeira, 

Bnrgnndy,  Champagne,  Rhenish,  and  Tokay, ; 

on  Sherry  and  St.  Lucar, ;  on  other  wine,  not 

enumerated,  when  imported  in  bottles  or  cases,       — ; 
on  Lisbon,  Oporto,  and  on  other  winea  of  Portugal, 

and  those  of  Sidly, ;  on  Teneri£e,  Payal,  and 

other  winea  of  the  western  islands, ;  on  all  other 

wines,  when  imported  otherwise  than  in  cases  and  bol- 

llrs, ;  on  Buasia  duck,  not  exceeding  fifty-two 

troheen*  each  piece,  two  dollars ;  on  Ravena  duck. 


Digni2 


^yCoC-^IC 


BISTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


H-ofB. 


Dutitt  on  hupatta. 


Mabcb,  IfiSa 


not  e>c*«diaB  Bftj-tna  arcbceDi  per  pisca,  oat  dollar 
•nd  t<*eDtj-Av«  cent! ;  on  Hollaod  duck,  not  axceed- 
ing  fiftj-lwo  archMD*  per  piece,  two  dollin  and  fill; 
ceau;  on  ipermaceti  oil,  of  roreign  fiahiog.  tmnty- 
fite  ecnta  per  gallun  ;  on  trhilr,  end  other  fl«h  oil,  of 
foreign  Gibing.  filLeen  cenls  per  gilinn  ;  and  on  olive 
oil  in  ciski,  twentj-fiie  cent<  per  gallon  ;  ind  on  lin- 
aced  oil,  tnentj-fiTe  cents  per  gillon  ;  blue  litriol,  eight 
cenU  per  pound  {  oil  of  vitriol,  five  cenu  per  pound  ; 
nilric  acid,  lix  centi  per  pound;  muriatic  acid,  four 
CBDta  p«r  pound ;  augai  of  lead,  aix  centa  per  pound. 
Bac.  S.  And  be  ilfurtha-  enacted.  That  the  Ibllow' 
Ing  eittdes  >hstl  be  free  of  duty )  Ibat  ia  to  laj,  all  ai- 
ticlea  imported  for  tba  uae  of  the  CnileJ  Slitaa :  pbilo- 
•o;diis«l  appaistua,  inatrumenta,  booka,  mapa,  charts, 
alatuea,  buata,  caata,  painting),  drawings,  engravings, 
qwcimanaorsculpluro,  cabinets  of  coina,  gema,  medtla, 
•nd  all  other  coUectiona  ofantiqtiiiies;  auiDary,  mod- 
•lling,  painting,  drawing,  etching,  or  engraving,  ape- 
eiallj  imperlad  bj  order  and  for  the  uae  oTan;  aoeietj 
incMporalad  for  philoaopbicai  or  literar;  purpoaea,  or 
tat  the  ancouragemenl  of  tba  fine  alta,  or  by  order  and 
fcr  the  uae  of  anj  asminarf  of  learaing ;  apecimens  in 
natnrsil  history,  mineralogy,  botany,  and  anatumical 
preparation*,  models  of  machinery  and  other  invan- 
tiaiia,  plania,  and  trees;  wearing  apparel,  and  other 
paiaonat  baggage,  in  aetuat  uae ;  and  the  implementa 
or  toola  of  trade  of  parsons  arriving  in  the  United 
Slalea;  ragnlua  of  anlimany  ;  bark  of  tba  cork  tree, 
nnmanuractured  1  aninsia  imparted  for  breed;  burr 
alonea  unwiought ;  gold  coin,  ailrer  coin,  and  bullion  ; 
clay ;  unwrought  copper,  imporleJ  in  any  sbspa  tot 
the  use  of  the  mint ;  old  cupper  and  brsaa,  and  pewtet, 
fit  only  to  be  remanufaclureil ;  brau,  copper,  and  l:n, 
in  pigs  and  bars;  furs,  undresatd,  of  all  kinds;  raw 
hides  and  skins;  lapis  ralaminsriii;  plaster  of  par  is ; 
rags,  of  any  kind  of  cloth  ;  sulphur  or  brimstone  ;  ba- 
rilla ;  Brsiil  wood,  brazilletto,  red  wood,  raaiwuad. 
Aiatick,  logwood,  Nicarauga,  ant)  other  dye  wooda ; 
wood,  unmauDfaclarsd,  ofanykind;  tinv,  tentenague, 
m spelter;  nwailk. 

Sic.  3.  And  be  U  further  cnacUd,  That  an  addi- 
tion of  ten  per  crntum  aball  he  made  to  the  asieral 
ntea  of  duties  above  apecified  and  impoaeJ,  in  respect 
to  all  goods,  warea,  and  merchandise,  on  ttie  importa- 
tion of  which  in  AmericaD  oi  foreign  vessels  a  specific 
discrimination  haa  not  bevn  bemin  already  made, 
whicb,  after  the  aaid  thirtieth  day  of  June,  18:10,  ah  all 
be  imported  in  ibipa  or  veanels  not  of  the  United  Stairs; 
Proaded,  That  this  additional  duty  shall  not  apply  to 
good*,  ware*,  and  merchandiae,  imported  in  abips  or 
veaseb  not  of  the  United  States,  eiititlrd  by  treaty  or 
by  any  act  or  acta  of  Uongreu  to  be  enUred  in  the 
porta  of  the  United  States,  on  the  psyment  of  the 
stme  duties  as  are  paid  on  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
ctundiae,  imporlad  in  ahipa  or  vessels  of  the  United 
Stalaa. 

Sic.  4.  And  be  it  further  enaettd.  That  there  ahsJJ 
be  allowed  a  drawback  of  tba  duties  Ly  this  act  im- 
posed, on  tin  in  ebcets,  which  may  be  mauufaclured 
into  srticlea  (or  use,  anil  on  brazier  *  co^iper,  maaufac 
lured  into  aiills,  boilers,  pipes,  at  tubes,  by,  fur,  ur  on 
account  of  the  person  or  persons  impurliug  the  same, 
apon  the  eiportstion  thereof  within  tbe  time  and  ic 
(he  manner  prcscribeil  by  the  eiintiiig  laws,  au  far  m 
the  same  may  be  spplicalilp.  and  under  lucb  rules  and 
tegulationa  aa  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Hucrstsry  of 
the  Treasury  ;  and  also  on  all  uther  goods,  wares,  and 
BMrehandise  inpotted  into  the  Uoited  Ststaa,  upon 


izportalion  thereof  within  the  time  and  in  the 
msnner  prescribed  by  the  existing  laws,  subject  to  the 
following  proritian*.  tbat  is  to  say:  that  there  ahall 
not  be  an  allowance  of  the  drawbadc  of  duties  in  the 
case  of  goods  imported  in  foreign  vessels  from  any  of 
the  dominions,  coloniea,  or  poaaeaaion*  of  any  foreign 
Power  to  and  with  which  the  vessel*  of  the  United 
States  are  not  permitted  to  go  and  trade;  that  then 
sbatl  not  be  an  allowance  of  tbe  drawback  of  duties 
for  the  smount  ofthe  additional  duties  by  this  act  im- 
posed  on  goods  imported  in  vesaala  not  of  tbe  United 
Stales ;  tbat  there  shall  not  be  an  allowance  of  the 
drawback  in  case  of  foreign  dried  and  pickled  fiab,  nnd 
aalted  provisions,  fiah  oil,  or  playing  carda  ;  that 
shall  be  deducted  and  retained  from  the  amount 
e  duties  on  goods  eiported  with  the  benefit  of 
drawback,  (other  than  apirits,)  two  and  a  half  per 
centum ;  snd  Ifast  there  shall  be  retainsd  in  the  caaa 
of  qiirits,  eipoHed  with  tbe  benefit  of  drawback,  two 
cents  per  gallon  upon  the  qnantity  of  apirita,  and  also 
three  per  centum  on  the  amount  of  duties  payable  on 
importation  thereof.  But,  nevertheless,  the  pro- 
as of  this  set  shall  not  be  deemed  in  anywise  to 
impair  any  rights  and  privileges  which  have  been,  or 
may  be,  acquired  by  any  foreign  nation,  under  th« 
law)  snd  treaUea  of  the  United  Slates,  upon  the  snb- 
of  exporting  good*  &om  the  United  otstea,  with  a 
benefit  of  the  drawback  of  the  duties  payable  upon  the 

Sic.  S.  And  be  it  farther  tnaeted.  That,  after  tlie 
30th  day  of  June  next,  in  all  caaea  of  entry  of  mer- 
chandise, for  the  benefit  of  drawtnck,  the  time  of 
twenty  days  shall  be  allowed  &om  the  date  of  entiy, 
for  giving  the  exportation  bonds  for  the  same :  Pro- 
vided, That  the  exporter  shall,  in  every  other  partic- 
ular, comply  with  the  regulaljona  and  farmsUtles  her»-  | 
toforo  established  for  entries  of  exportation  fi>r  the 
benefit  of  drawback. 

Ssc.6.  And beit  fitrlier  ameied,  Tbat  thedoty  on 
the  tonnsge  of  vessels,  sod  ths  bouotiea,  sdvsniagea, 
and  drawbacks,  in  the  case  of  exporting  pickled  fiab, 
of  tbe  fieheries  of  the  United  States,  in  the  case  of 
American  T«asels  employed  in  the  fisheries,  and  in  tbe 
ease  of  eiportiog  sugar,  refined  within  the  Uniled 
States,  shall  be  and  continue  the  Mat  as  i^b  eiiatiat 
law  provide* :  Provided,  alvmyt.  That  ihia  provision 
shsll  not  be  dsemsd,  in  any  wise,  to  impair  any  liflita 
and  privikegaa  which  have  been,  or  rnay  be,  acqnind 
by  any  foreign  nation  under  the  laws  and  tnaties»f 
the  United  Stataa,  relative  to  the  duty  of  tonnage  •■ 

Sac.  T.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  (!m  exist- 
ing laws  shall  extend  to,  and  be  in  force  for,  the  oo1> 
taction  of  duties  imposed  by  thia  B«t,  on  goods,  ware*, 
and  merchandise,  impiHied  into  tba  United  Statea; 
and  fur  the  recovery,  collection,  distribution,  and  re< 
miaaion,  of  all  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  Mul 
for  the  allowance  of  the  drawbacks  and  bounties,  by 
this  act  authoriied,  as  fully  and  effectually  s*  if  evalj 
regulation,  restricliao,  penalty,  forfeiture,  proviuin, 
claose,  matter,  and  thing,  in  the  exiiting  laws  eon- 
taioed,  had  been  inserted  in,  sod  re-eaaoted  by,  tUa 
acL     And  tttat  all  acts,  and  parte  of  acts,  which  ai«  : 

contrary  to  this  act,,  and  no   more,  ahatl  be,  and  tbe  I 

same  are  hereby,  repealed. 

Sic.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  act 
passed  the  third  day  of  March,  one  thonsaod  eigbt 
hundtsdand  fifteen,  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  M 
much  of  lite  saveral  aote  imposing  dstiaa  on  the  tun* 
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tnga  of  ihipa  aDdiiMMU,  uid  on  gooda,  wiie*.  and 
oorcliaDiJMe,  iiuportei)  inlo  the  UatMd  BtatM.  M  im- 
poMa  a  iliiccimiaatiag  dut;  on  tonnage  between  foT- 
eign  leaula  and  veauU  of  the  United  Btatei,  and  bc- 
Ineen  goods  imported  into  theUniLed  States  in  foreign 
Teaaels,  and  Tuieti  of  the  Unilad  Stales,"  ihalt  appi? 
and  be  in  full  force  as  lu  (be  diKTimiiialing  dnliea  eBt>.l>- 
lisbed  by  (hii  act  on  the  tonnige  of  fureign  tcawla, 
and  (he  goods,  narea,   and  merchaodUp  therein  im- 

8ic.  9.  And  bt  {tfurlktr  eimtted.  Tbat  tlie  same 
dotiea  wbich  are  bj  thia  ai-t  impoteil  on  any  minulae- 
Cnred  arliclea,  abail  be  letied  and  collertcd  on  artictea 
in  part  mannraetared ;  and  that  all  gooda,  trarea,  mcr- 
diaildiae,  which  aball  be  imported  in  any  ehip  or  *ea- 
arl  frau  anj  foralgli  port  or  place,  or  which,  in  her 
•ojige,  shall  baie  louchsd  at  an^  Ibreign  port  or 
place,  abail,  to  all  intius  end  parpOKi,  Iw  deemed 
and  tahoi  to  be  of  Ibreign  giovlhi  produce,  and  mail' 
Blaotnre. 

Sic  id.  And  be  il  further  enacted,  That  no  gooda, 
wares,  or  mcrchaDdise,  manufiKtaTBd  In  ^hols  oi  in 
patt,  shall  be  pemtitled  to  bo  enlered  at  sn^  custom- 
bonse.  or  landed  at  any  port  or  [dace  within  the  United 
Stntsa,  unlcaa  the  seme  shiU  be  imported  directlj  from 
the  place  or  countrj  where  the  same  shall  haTe  been 
produced  or  manofsctured ;  and  it  ■hill  be  the  duty  of 
the  colltclon  to  seize  auch  goods,  and  the  aame  aball 
be  forfeiled. 

Sic.  U.  And  It  it  further  enacted,  That  all  laws, 
and  parts  of  laws,  now  in  force,  which  are  iuconsist' 
ent  with,  oi  which  maj  be  supplied  by,  tha  praviaioua 
o(  this  act,  and  no  more,  be,  and  the  same  aiBiispesl- 
ed,  from  and  afLcr  the  thirtieth  Aaj  of  June  noit. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSION  LAW. 

The  House  having  proceeded  to  the  order  oflhe 
day,  on  the  bill  to  amencl  the  ReTolutionary  pen- 


A  division  of  the  question  being  called  for,  the 
question  was  taken  on  discharging  the  committee, 
and  decided  in  the  native. 

TheHoasethenBgainresolveditself  intoa  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Beecher  in  the  chair, 
on  the  bill. 

"VarioQS  amendments  were  proposed  and  debated, 
some  of  which  were  agreed  to,  and  othera  not. 
The  result  waa,  that  the  bill  was  brought  to  the 
shape  which  it  wears,  as  follows: 

That  the  SecreUrj  of  the  War  DapaMment  be,  ud 
ha  ia  hereby,  aaihonted  and  directed  looaaaeaiBmiDk- 
tions  In  be  made  into  the  circuoistsDces  of  auch  peraone 
as  base  been,  or  ibaJI  be,  placed  un  the  ponsian  liat 
of  the  United  Slates,  bj  lirloe  afthe  ai:t,entitleJ  "An 


tionary  War,"  pasted  an  ibe  tSth  day  of  March,  1818, 
and  if  it  shall  salisfnctnrdy  appear  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment ibat  any  of  the  said  penens  are  not  proper  lab- 
jecta  of  the  laid  Ian,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  War  Department,  to  cause  the  names  of 
BQch  persons  to  be  stricken  from  the  ssid  liili  and  the 
pension  allowed  to  ancb  persons,  shall  thancefcrth 
osueuid  dclenniaet  udBftlkaraon  who  tae  an  is- 


te  of  the  Ta 

considered  in  aQch  reduced  nrcnmstances  as  to  entitle 
bim  to  a  pension  under  the  aaid  r«eited  acL 

8ic.  S.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  inch  exun- 
inations  shall  be  had  in  confoiraitj  to  snch  mlea  and 
regulniiona  relsling  thereto  as  shall  bom  time  to  lime, 
be  established  by  the  Secretary  of  the  War  Depart- 

Sac.  3.  And  bt  it  further  enacted,  That  the  esam- 
ination  eofltemplated  by  this  act,  shall  be  had  b«lora 
someconrt  of  record  witfain  the  United  States,  or  before 
ajudge  of  sach  eonrt  in  faeation,  and  the  facts  estab- 
lished by  evidence  as  in  other  ease*,  and  snch  conrtOT 
jadge  shall  eauee  the  same  to  be  certified  offidaHy  ta 
the  Secraury  of  War. 

In  this  form  the  bill  was  when  the  Conundttee 
rose,  and  the  House  adjoamed. 


March  S3. 

As  soou  at  tha  nlting  waa  opsBed — 

Mr.  Randolph  rose,  and,  after  some  fedtng  re- 
marks, exivesBiTe  of  the  grief  with  which  he  was 
filled,  by  the  recent  melaooholy  occurrence,  of  tlie 
death  of  that  distingoiabed  naval  offiecTj  Commo- 
dore Decatur,  which  be  rather  alluded  to  than 
announced,  called  the  attrition  of  the  House  to 
sundry  resolutions,  the  import  of  which  was,  that, 
when  il  adjourns,  it  will  adjourn  to  meet  again  tm 
Saturday ;  that  it  will  attend  the  funeral  of  the 
late  Commodore  Decatur  on  to-morrow  j  and  that 
its  members  will,  in  respect  to  the  memory  of  the 
deceased,  wear  crape  on  the  left  arm,  for  the  i«- 
mainder  of  this  session. 

Mr.  TiYLoa,  of  New  York,  required  a  division 
of  the  question  on  those  resolutions,  lo  take  it  sep- 
arately on  each. 

Mr.  Kahdolph  intimated  that,  if  there  was  the 
least  objection  to  the  reaolutioDs  sa  moved,  he 
should  withdraw  ihcm- 

Mr.  Taylob,  of  New  York,  said  that,  in  oppo>- 
sing  this  motion,  be  felt  it  due  to  himself  to  ttate, 
that,  in  ropeet  for  the  memory  and  public  serVtoca 
of  Cne  deceased,  he  yielded  to  no  member  of  thii 
House— not  even  to  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Virginia.  But  it  is  with  the  most  painful  regret 
(said  Mr.  T.)  1  am  oonsttmned  lo  say,  that  he 
died  in  the  violation  of  tiie  laws  of  Giod  and  his 
country.  I  therefore  cannot  consent,  however 
deeply  his  loss  is  deplored  by  this  House,  in  com- 
mon with  the  nation,  to  vote  the  diatiiwuished  and 
unusual  honors  proposed  by  these  restuutioni. 

Mr.  Rahdolpb  then  withdrew  the  resolves  be 
had  offered,  and  moved  that  the  House  do  now 

The  question  on  this  motion  was  taken,  by  yeas 
and  nays,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative — 
yeas  SO,  nays  83. 

Mr.  Andehsoh,  from  the  Gommiltee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  made  an  unlavorable  report  on  the 
petition  of  Moses  Elias  Levy ;  which  waa  ooneni- 
red  in  by  the  House- 
Mr.  ANoeaeoN,  from  the  Committeecn  the  Pub- 
lic Land^  nuMle  an  nnJnvorable  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  the  president  and  corporation  of  Wash- 
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Mgton  Colleen,  in  the  State  of  Ohio ;  which  was 
nad,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Tatlob,  from  the  Committee  on  Blections, 
leported  "  that  the  committee  had  ezamined  the 
cotificate  of  election  of  James  Woodson  Bates, 
returned  as  the  Delegate  from  the  Territory  of 
AAansas,  and  find  the  same  sufficient  to  entitle 
him  (o  a  seat  in  this  House ;"  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mt.  LivERHOBE,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  RoadiL  repoiled  a  bill  to  pro- 
Tide  for  repairing  the  roof  of  the  General  Post 
Office,  and  to  procure  an  engine  fur  the  protectiao 
of  caid  building ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Hr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a  hill  to  extend  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  justices  of  the  peace,  in  the  recovery  of 
debts  in  the  District  of  Columbia;  which  was 
lead  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Mondav  uezL 

Two  additioBal  mmrbers  were  ordered  to  be 
added  to  the  committee  appointed  ou  the  14th  in- 
•lant,  to  inqaire  into  the  eipedieney  of  [Hoviding 
I7  law  for  the  satiiftetion  of  onlocated  warrants, 
iMued  to  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line, 
on  continental  establishment,  &e. ;  and  Mr.  PtM- 
4UI.L  and  Mr.  Ttleb  were  ajqtointed  of  said  com- 
nioee;  and  Mr.  HABom  was  also  appointed  of 
Ibe  said  committee,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Bbown, 
who  is  absent. 

On  motion  cf  Mr.  Cook,  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  requiring  the  roister  of  the  land  of- 
fice at  Vincennes  to  furnish  the  Executive  of  the 
State  of  Illinois  with  an  at^traet  of  the  lands 
which  have  been  pnrebased  at  that  office,  lying 
within  the  State  of  lUinob:  and  also  of  requiring 
the  Commisrioner  of  the  Q«ieTsl  Land  Office  to 
furnish  him  with  an  abstract  of  the  lands  which 
have  been  patented  to  the  soldiers  of  the  late  army 
lying  within  said  Slate. 

Ordtred,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to 
which  is  Gommitled  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  therelief  of  certain  persons  who 
have  paid  duties  on  goods  imparted  into  Castine," 
be  dieofaarged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
aid  bill,  and  tliat  it  be  committed  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  to  which  is  committed  the  r^fort 
of  the  Comntittee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  of 
AI«aoder  Worater. 

Mr.  Li^MtoRB  submitted  tiiefollowing,  which 
wae  read,  and  ordered  to  Ke  on  the  table  for  one 
day,  viz : 

"  That  H  much  of  the  mUs  of  this  Bodm  u  pia- 
scribea  Iha  duly  of  tha  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
■nd  Poat  Roada  beexpuDged,  and  the  fblloniiaK  words 

"  It  ahall  ha  the  duty  of  the  Commiltae  an  the  Post 
Omce  ind  Post  Rosdv,  oo  application  made  to  them, 
in  writing,  by  any  member  or  delegate  in  Congresi,  to 
inquire  into  the  eipedieney  of  eitablisbing,  slteiiDg, 
or  diacoottDDing,  any  poit  route,  and  to  report  tberean, 
by  fajlt  or  othtrwiae ;  and  alw  to  ooniider  and  report 
m  ■foeeaaia  on  alt  other  sahjecU  rebrred  to  them  bv 
tka  Heusa." 


from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
'  the  officers  and  volunteers  eni 
the  late  campaign  against  the  Seminole  li 


the  relief  of  the  officers  and  volunteers  enMfCd  it 
mpaign  against  the  Seminole  IniCans," 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 


The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  e 
tablishing  a  circuit  court  within  and  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Maine,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  pass- 
ed^ amended. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  reported  br  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  entitled  "A  bill  in  ad- 
dition to  the  several  acts  for  the  establishment  of 
the  Treasury.  War,  and  Navy  Departments ;" 
which  bill  relates  to  transfers  of  appnipriation* 
and  the  carrying  of  balaneec  of  appiofviations  to 
the  surplus  fund. 

After  some  discussion,  and  come  amendments 
made  to  the  bill,  it  was  reported  to  the  Hous^  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

PROPOSED  TERM  OF  THE  8E88I0H. 

Mr.  NsLaoN,  of  Virginia,  in  the  hope  and  belief 
that  the  ado^on  of^the  following  propositirai 
would  have  the  efiiKt  to  accelerate  the  migress  of 
the  business  of  the  session,  submitted  it  to  the 
House : 

Raoltcd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  to  join 
*Dcb  coniDiiUee  M  may  be  appointed  by  the  Senate, 
to  take  into  coonderttion  and  report  what  basinesi  ia 
neccMar?  to  be  acted  npon  berore  tbe  etoH  of  the  pree- 
eot  leuion,  and  also  to  report  on  what  day  it  will  be 
proper,  eonaiatenilT  with  tbe  public  ititerett,  for  the 
Congrcu  of  the  United  States  to  adjourn,  and  does 
the  present  leaaion. 

Mr.  BALnwtN  said  he  hoped  the  resolution  would 
notbe  adopted.  The  House  ought,  before  adopting 
such  a  resolution,  at  least  to  have  progressed  so  far 
OS  to  be  able  to  see  its  course  clear.  Vfe  have  ia 
fact,saidhe,but  just  commenced  the  main  business 
of  the  session.  He  was  not  willing  to  talk  of  ad- 
journing, until  some  progress  forward  had  been 
made,  so  as  that  a  reasonaUeprounct  might  appear 
of  such  a  despatch  of  the  public  basineis  as  imghl 
justify  an  adjournment 

Mr.  Hardin  also  opposed  the  proposition.  At 
a  future  day,  he  said,  he  should  have  no  objection 
to  the  adoption  of  such  a  proposition.  In  all  pro- 
bability Congress  would  yet  remain  in  session  for 
six  weeks  ^  and  to  raise  a  committee  now  to  report 
what  bills  It  is  necessary  to  pass  before  adjouiti  tnoit. 
would  be  at  once  to  legislate  out  of  the  House  all 
bills  of  a  private  nature,  so  important  to  the  indi- 
viduals  concerned  in  them,  and  many  other  mat- 
ters, already  reported  on  by  committees.  He  there- 
fore moved  that  the  resolve  should  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  objected  to  the  resolution's  lying 
on  the  table,  desiring  an  early  day  to  be  appointed, 
for  the  adjourumeni. 

The  question  on  laying  the  resolve  on  the  table 
was  decided  in  the  amrmative,  by  a  large  majority. 

REVDLUTIONABY  PENSIONERS. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  Rerolutionary  pension 
law  was  next  in  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Nblsoh,  of  Virginia,  said  that  another  day's 
experience  had  conviiwed  him  of  Ih  epropriety  of 
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the  motion  which  be  bad  rogeealed  yesterday,  and 
now  made,  to  recommit  the  Dill  to  a  select  com- 
mittee for  the  purpose  of  remoulding  it. 

The  question  on  dbcharging  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  from  the  further  coosi  deration  of  the 
bill  was  decided  in  the  affirmalire. 

Mr.  Habdin  immediftlely  moved  to  postpone  die 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  indeflnitefr. 

The  question  was  decided  in  the  n^ative,  by 
yeas  and  nays,  109  to  41,  as  follows : 

Y>A»— Mmti.  AduDi,  Allen  of  New  Totk,  Bkld> 
win,  Bloomfleld,  Boden,  Buffam,  Cue,  CUgelt,  Ca>b- 
IDM),  Edwudi  of  ConnecticDl,  Edwards  ofPeiiDijl- 
Tinia,  Payi  Fuller,  Qrou  of  Naw  York,  Gron  ofPenD' 
■yhaBit,  Hardin,  Hill,  Holmes,  Eendtll,  Kinsley, 
LiTennora,  McCrsary,  Mallai;,  Hason,  Meech,  Meigrt, 
Monell,  Mowlej,  N^n  of  Mawachowtta,  Pind^l, 
Bogers,  Saaipson,  Bergeant,  Smith  of  Nvw  Jarae;,  Sl«- 
Tana,  Btraat,  Strong  of  New  Toik,  Uphain,  Van  Rena- 
■•laer,  Wallace,  and  Wbitmali— 41. 

Njtsa— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alaiandet,  Allen  of  Tennaa. 
ace,  AnderaDD,  Ball,  Barbonr,  Bataman,  Beecbar,  Bi»- 
Tard,  Bnrwell,  Batler  of  New  Hampahire,  Bailer  of 
Loniaiana,  Cannon,  Clark,  Cobb,  Cocia,  Cook,  Crafta, 
CrAwford,  Crowell,  Colbrstb,  Cutbbert,  Darlrngloa, 
DaTidaon,  Demuson,  DewitI,  Dickinson,  Dowse,  Earle, 
Eddy,  Edwards  of  North  Ceiolina,  ErTin,  Fisher, 
Floyd,  Folger,  Foot,  Ford,  Forrest,  Fnlleiton,  Hack- 
kpr,  HiU  of  New  York,  HaU  o(  Delaware,  Hall  of 
North  Carolina,  Huard,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Htbah- 
man,  Heiater,  Hooks,  Hoatatler,  Jones  of  Tennes- 
see, Kent,  Lsthrop,  Littie,  Lincoln,  Linn,  Lyman, 
Hactay,  McCoy,  HcLane  of  Dalawsre,  McLean  of 
Kanlnckj,  Harchand,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Morton, 
Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  ParkerofMessa- 
choaeWa,  Parker  of  Tirginia,  PattBtwm,  Peek,  Philson, 
Pinekney,  Pildtar,  PtDmer,  Hankjn,  Rhea,  Rieh,  Rteh- 
arda,  KlabiBoiid,Kia|g«ld,RaM,  Rdm,  SMHcSimkins, 
Bloaii,  Sloctmb,  Slaith  of  Muyland,  B.  aniAofVlr- 
■iMk,  SHith  af  Nortt  CareUna,  SovAud,  Stain, 
Btzaag  of  TeiMmt,  BwMirinsan,  Tan,  Ts^lor,  TarraU, 
TomliiiMn,  TooilunB,  Tracy.  Toi^r  of  VirgiBia, 
Taekerof  SoWb  Candlna,  TyW,  WalkH,  WandoiWi 
Williams  of  Virginia,  WtUiaawof  Noflh  Carolinat  and 
Wood— lOB. 

The  motion  to  relei'  the  bill  to  a  seleei  cornmiN 
tee  was  then  renewed,  (the  discharge  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  having  the  effect  to  divest 
the  bill  of  its  amendments,  sad  restore  it  to  the 
Home  in  the  shape  in  which  it  first  stood,}  and 
the  bill  was  voted  to  be  referred  to  a  select  com- 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wbithad,  the  commiitee 
were  instructed  to  report  a  bill  making  ntore  defi- 
nite the  description  of  persons  to  be  admitted  an 
the  pension  roll  under  the  act  of  the  18th  of  Match, 
1813,  entitled  "As  act  to  provide  for  certain  per- 
sons engaged  in  the  land  and  naval  service  of  the 
United  Statea  in  the  Rerolutionary  war,  and  for 
the  detection  of  frauds  and  impositions  which  have 
been  or  may  be  practised  by  applicants  under  that 

Messrs.  Wbitvan,  fiABBoini,McLEAH,of  Ken- 
tunky,  Foot,  SToaaa,  FoHHeaTj  and  TOTiLtireoN, 
wer«ili0n  appointed  tile  said  select 

liaA  tha  Honse  adjowmed. 


FaiDAT,  March  24. 
Mr.  Rica  presented  a  memorial  of  Aides  P&- 
tridge,  late  captain  in  the  corps  of  engineers,  eont- 
plaining  of  acts  of  oppression  on  the  part  of  hi^ 
superior  ofilcers,  and  soliciting  that  justice  whidi 
he  conceives  has  been  denied  him  by  those  ftom 
whom  he  had  a  right  to  expect  it;  which  memo- 
rial was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 

Mr.  SuipeoN,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  blU  to  altn  uid 
establish  certain  post  roads;  which  was  read  twtce^ 
committed  to  a  ConHnitlee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Newton  from  the  Coiim[iittee  of  Commerce, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elkanah  Finney, 
and  others ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  whicli  is  corn- 
mined  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Coffin  and 

Mr.  Rahdolph  moved  that  the  House  do  Bow 
adjourn,  and,  the  qtiestion  being  taken  tboeon,  it 
~aB  det«nnined  in  the  negative. 

Ht.  Williams,  of  North  Candida,  from  the 
Committeeof  Claims,  to  which  have  been  referred 
bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  to 
■vit:  "An  act  for  the  rdief  of  Joseph  NoNeil:" 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Fdlet ;"  and  '■  An 
CI  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Lefebvre ;"  made  re- 
pots thereon,  lecommenamg  that  eaah  of  thn  said 
bills  be  postponed  indefinitely ;  the  said  reports 
were  severally  read,  and,  together  with  tbe  said 
billi  ordered  to  lie  on  the  laHe. 

Mr,  Williams,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  also  referred  the  bill  from  the  Setute, 
entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Harding, 
OUes  Hatding,  John  ahma,  and  John  NiAaV 
reportnd  tha  same,  withoat  antwdment,  11^*11 
was  committed  to  a  Commtttse  of  the  Whole  t»- 


Mr.  EvNT,  from  the  Conunltae  for  die  OiMriet 
of  Cdombia,  who  were  instrticted  by  MBotottim  of 
the  S4th  of  January  last,  to  iitqmra  mCo  the  expe- 
diency of  allowing  to  dte  cmkB  of  the  einsit 
court  the  same  fees,  in  all  eases  except  in  catMi 
of  adnirally-  and  maritime  jutisdlMion,  as  ifoe 
allowed  to  the  clerka  of  the  cotmty  cooRi  within 
the  Slates  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  befbre  the 
ceMiim  ot  the  said  Distriet;  and,  also,  into  tlw 
expediency  of  repealing  so  much  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  as  give  a  duly  eompcnsatioQ  to 
the  district  attorney,  cleifa,  and  mnsial,  for  their 
atleadanee  in  the  cireait  eourt  of  the  Districc  of 
Columbia,"  made  a  report  thereon;  which  ms 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  same  committee,  who  were 
also  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  espediaicf  of 
so  amending  the  laws  of  the  District  of  CobiMdna 
as  that  the  expenses  of  the  jnfors  and  witnvsv 
attending  the  circuit  conrt,  in  all  eases  except  sock 
as  ate  cognizable  in  a  distrlat  01  otW  eireaitcoart 
of  the  United  States,  shall  be  paid  by  the  leapn* 
tive  counties  of  Alexandria  and  Washingtant" 
made  a  report  ther«on;  wlrieh  was  reaid,  aad  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mt.  Newton  laid  bdbre  the  Home  m  iMICr  id- 
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dietoed  to  the  Chairm«D  of  the  Committee  of 
Conunerce  by  the  RegUtei  of  the  Treaiurv,  traos- 
mitting  several  siatements  in  relation  to  the  trade 
of  the  Uaited  States  with  the  We»t  Indies  ajid 
British  American  coioDios,  for  four  years,  ending 
on  the  30th  September,  16L8;  which  were  coia- 
mitted  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whola,  to  which 
ia.comi&itted  the  bill  concerning  navigation. 
FUNERAL  OF  DECATDR. 
Mr.  Randolpb  rose,  and,  after  a  speech  of  some 
length,  principally  growiag  out  of  the  remark  of 
Mr.  Tayv^r,  oa  the  preceding  day,  on  the  maa- 
jier  of  the  death  of  the  late  Commodore  Decatur, 
moved  a  resoltition  to  thif  eSect: 


"Tht(t  iha  Spsaker,  officer*  and  manben  of  thi* 
HoM*  will  BtUiul  Iha  funeral  of  the  lata  8t«(ihw 
Dtcatur,  Etq.,  of. Dm  Uaitad  Slates  Navj,  ttom  hia 
late  reindence,  at  favi  o'clock,  this  sftenioon." 

Aa  soon  as  the  motion  wax  staled  from  the 
Chaip— 

Mr<  HouiES  roM.  Appreheadiiig,  he  sait^  that 
the  proposition  might  not  tee^ve  an  unatuiooue 
TOte;  fearing  to  hear  either  yea  or  nay  on  sueh  a 
qneftiQn  j  and  «t  the  same  time  wishing  to  give 
every  ^ntleman  of  the  House  aa  c^pottuDity  of 
indiMguig  i>i<  own  iacUoatioiii  on  this  solemn  and 
melancholy  occasion,  he  moved  that  the  House  do 

This  motion  supersedes  all  others,  and  precludes 
all  debate. 

It  was  decided  affirmatively,  without  debate, 
and  the  House  adjonrned. 


Batdhdav,  March  25. 

Aaother  member,  to  wit,  from  North  Caf<dina, 
Lbmvei.  S a wysR,  appeared,  produoed  his  creden- 
tials,' was  qualified,  and  took  nis  seat. 

Mr.  Suits,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  furtbet  to 
regulate  the  entry  of  merchandise  imported  into 
tbe  United  Slates  from  any  adjacent  territory; 
wluch  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  tbe  Whole,  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  AndekSon,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
^iblie  Lands,  leporteda  bill  for  the  reJUef  of  Eliza-: 
beih  Braden ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrosted  and  read  a  third  time  on  Monday 
next. 

Mn  Cook,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  Qovernor  of  Illinois  to  ob- 
tain certain  abstracts  of  lands  from  ctstain  public 
offices ;  which  was  read  twice,  am]  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Tatlok  submitted  tbe  following,  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tables 

Raolvtd,  That  the  boSineii  rsferred  to  the  Con- 
nittee  of  the  Whola  Iloiiae  sbsU  be  callai],  Ibr  coniid- 
sraliiai,  in  the  fbUowing  order ; 

1.  PiiTBti  bills  which  have  passed  the  Senate,  and 
have  been  repotted  fsvarsbly  by  ■  ccmmittee  of  this 

X.  Piivate  biUs  repotted  by  committee*  of  this 
Bonaa. 

8.  BiUi  of  a  pnUic  natare. 


4,  Billa  which  have  paaaad  tba  fleoste,  and  have 
been  repotted  against  by  a  committee  at  tbi*  Houee. 

B.  Report!  unrsiorable  to  pelitioni. 

Rttohed,  Tbat  tbe  Cterlt,  under  the  direction  of 
Lbe  Speaker,  so  atrange  tbe  bosineis  in  tbe  precadinf 
order,  fbr  Monday  next* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Soothabd,  theConuniiteeon 
Manufactures  were  instructed  to  inauire  into  the 
expediency  of  furnishing  the  trading-houses  estab- 
lisned  by  the  United  States  for  carrying  on  trade 
with  the  Indian  tribes,  with  articles  of  American 
manufactures. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  prescribina  the  manner  in  which 
the  Slate  of  Illinois  shall  cake  poBsession  of  the 
salt  springs,  in  the  said  Slate,  which  were  guar* 
antied  by  the  second  proposition  in  the  sixth  se&< 
tion  of  tbe  act  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the 
people  of  the  Illinois  Territory  to  form  a  constitu- 
tion and  State  government^  and  for  the  admission 
of  such  Slate  into  the  Union  upon  an  equal  fool- 
ing with  the  original  States,"  and  of  desigaaiin; 
the  quantityof  land  to  lie  reserved  for  tbe  use  of 

Ob  motion  of  Mr.  TRAOT,the  Seeretsryof  Wat 
was  directed  to  transmit  to  this  House  a  statement 
showing  the  amount  and  costs  (ihchidiug  trans^ 
portation  and  other  charges)  of  the  goods  furnished 
annually  to  each  factory,  or  Indian  trading-hooje, 
since  the  peace  of  181S;  specifying,  alto,  the  kind 
and  quantity  of  furs,  peltries,  or  other  property 
annually  received,  ^ince  that  period,  at  each  ia.tr- 
tory  J  also,  the  amount  of  tbe  sales  of  such  fur^ 
peltries,  or  other  property,  and  the  balance,  if  any, 
now  due  from  such  sales  to  the  Government. 

The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider, 
the  resection  oflered  yesterday  by  Mr.  RANooLrB, 
aid  depending  at  the  time  of  adjournment,  tbat 
the  Speaker,  members  and  officers  of  this  House 
attend  the  iiuteial  of  tbe  late  Captain  Siepfaen 
Decatur ;  and,  tbe  said  resolution  being  read,  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUe. 

The  House  also  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  con- 
sider, the  amendment  proposed,  on  the  S3d  instan^ 
by  Mr.  LivnanoxE,  to  tbe  standing  rules  ana 
orders  of  the  House  in  relation  to  the  duties  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads; 


and,  the  said  amendment  being  read,  the  question 
vas  taken  to  agree  thereon,  and  d 


d  determined  it 


An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  in  addition 
to  the  several  acts  for  the  establishment  and  regu- 
lation of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Depart- 
ments," was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  Committee  of  tbe  Whole,  to  which  is  com- 
mitted the  bill  respecting  the  Military  Establish- 
ment of  the  Unitea  Stales,  was  discnarged  from 
the  further  consideration  thereof,  and  the  said  bill 
was  committed  to  tbe  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

PUBLIC  DOCUMENTS  AND  LAWS. 

The  House  iben  rewilTcd  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  autboriting  » 
subscription  to  five  handled  c<^iieB  of  the  Jltli 
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and  12tb  rolnmes  of  Waite's  compilatioii  of  Con- 
gresskinal  Documeots.  A  good  deal  of  debate 
took  place  on  the  eipediency  of  this  bill,  which, 
af^i  rejectieg  a  motiau  to  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
tion, (to  dettroy  the  bill,)  resalted  in  redociog  the 
subscription  to  eighty  copies,  and  the  approi)ria- 
tion  from  two  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  to 
foni  hundred  dollais. 

The  Committee  then  pvceeded  to  the  bill  to 
amend  the  act  providioglor  the  publication  of  the 
laws  of  the  United  Stales  in  newspapers,  &c.  Alia 
considerable  debate  onlfais  bill  also,  the  Committee 
rose  and  repOTted  the  bills  to  the  House. 

Mr.  PiKDALL  moved  to  postpone  the  firet  bill 
(authorizing  the  snbscriptioa  to  the  State  Papers) 
indefinitely;  which  motion  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative-rayes  113,  noes  30. 

The  bill  wa»  of  coune  rejected- 

A  motiDn  was  also  made  t^  postpone  the  second 
bill  indefinitely,  but  failed — ayes  58,  noes  71 ;  anA 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  lepd' 

Monday,  March  37i 

The  Speaker  presented  a  memorial,  remoh- 
strftnce,  and  protest, of  th6 Senate  andHouse  of  Re- 
presentattTesofthe  Stateof  Georgia,  detailing  Sev- 
eral violations  of  the  territorial  rights  of  that  State 
in  treaties  concluded  between  the  United  Stales 
and  the  Creek  and  Cherobee  Indians  ;  as,  also,  of 
Tiolations  of  the  articles  of  agreement  and  cessibn 
of  1803,  and  remonstrating  and  protesting  against 
an  article  in  the  treaty  concluded  in  1917  be- 
tween the  Cherokee  nation  and  the  United  Stales, 
which  invesis  a  fee  simple  right  to  lands  in  certain 
Indians  of  that  nation;  and  soliciting  that  com- 
missioners maybe  appointedto  treat  with  theCreek 
and  Cherokee  nations  of  Indians,  for  further  cet-' 
sioDs  of  territory,  for  the  use  of  Gieorgia  ;  which 
oaemoriaL  remonstrance,  and  protest,  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

An  engrossed  hill,  enlillsd  "An  act  for  the 
lief  of  Elizaheth  Braden,"  Was  read  the  third  time;, 
and  passed. 

ST.  DOMINGO  SPOLIATIONS. 

The  Spbakeb  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  petition  of  sundry 
merchants  of  Boston,  by  Henry  Bice,  their  attor- 
ney, and  on  the  petition  of  sundry  merchants  of 
Baltimore,  complaining  of  spoliations  on  thdr 
commerce  by  Christophe,  the  black  ruler  in  the 
Island  of  Saint  Domingo ;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Afihirs. 
The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  SeciBlarj  of  Stale,  to  whom,  by  resolQlion  of 
the  Home  of  Reprewntalivea  of  the  Tih  of  February 
last,  the  petitioni  of  Samael  G.  Perkins  and  othen, 
nerchanu  of  MawachnMtts,  ind  of  Willi«n>  Pillor- 
■on  and  othen,  merchanU  of  Baltimore,  wen  referred, 
fau  the  honor  of  nibmilting  to  the  Houn  Ifae  follaw- 
Inf  repnrt : 

In  the  month  of  Janany,  1817,  in  ooDteqnence  of 
a  memorial  to  the  Preeidant  of  the  United  States  from 
M>ndtypersons,iiiteTs«tediadiedum(eetkrthinth«ea 
pttitionB,  Septimus  Tyler  «■*  appotsUd  an  sBenl  to 


proceed  to  the  Idsnd  of  Saint  Domingo,  for  the  pnr- 
poie  of  claiming  the  iodemnily  which  appears  to  be. 
Jiiatlj  dno  (o  the  pelllionera.  for  property  eo  unjuitlT 
tiLken  from  Iheoi.  He  iceonlingly  praceailed  thither  t 
bntwaadenieilaccextDtheKOverDmant  orChriiloplM, 
upon  the  alleged  groand  of  informatily  in  the  etjle  of 
hia  powers.  Mr.  Tjler  did  not  Utb  to  return  to  thft 
United  States. 

In  the  ■priDg  of  the  year,  181B,  a  second  attempt 
was  made  to  send  an  agent  to  mike  the  demand,  and 
authority  was  given  him  to  present  bimaelf  in  a  man- 
ner, which  ibers  waa  reason  to  aipect  would  have 
diacanled  eTery  quealion  of  form.  The  leanlt,  how- 
e*PT,  waa  a  refuial,  again  tu  receiTe  him.  A  formal 
recognition  of  the  kingdom  ofHayti  not  being  deemed 
ex^Mdienl,  no  further  meaenrea  have  been  found  pra«- 
lieable  oa  ihe  part  of  Ihe  Bxecntive,  in  th«  caae  ;  thai* 
BDggeitiDna  by  iha  memotialbte  being  within  tha  ax- 
oloaiTe  anthoritj  of  the  lagidatore. 

JOHM  QUmOY  ADAMS. 

DiriavMnvT  o*  Si<AT«,  JVorM  SO,  ino. 
LOSSES  IN  SEMINOLE  WAR. 

Mr.  WiULiABia,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  who  were,  on  the  twenty- 
eighth  ultimo,  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  [vovidiug  for  the  compensation  of  losses 
occafioaed  by  the  impressment  and  application  of 
private  property  to  the  military  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  m  the  late  Seminole  war.  mode  a  report^ 
concluding  with  the  following  resolution : 

"lUtohti,  That  it  iiineipedienttopaaaanTgenaral 
Law  Oft  the  aubjact,  and  that  the  committee  lia  di«- 
charged  from  its  further  conaidaration." 

Mp.  Cobb  moved  to  strike  out  the  word  ttwxfw- 
Hmt  and  insert  the  word  exptMent. 

After  a  short  debate,  Mr.  Cobb's  motion  waa 
negntived ;  and  the  report  of  the  committee  waa 
concnrred  in. 

Mf.  WiLLiAUs,  also,  from  the  Committee  oC 
Clairats,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Senate's  bill' 
forthereKef^f  theofficersand  volunteers  engaged 
in  the  late  war  with  the  Seminole  Indians,  made 
a  report  Ihrreon.  concluding  with  a  recomminda-' 
tioa  thai  the  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

This  r^ort  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Johbb,  Mr.' 
Allbh,  atid  Mr.  Gannon  of  Tennssaee,  Hr.  Mo- 
Lean  of  Kentucky,  Mr.  Warpieu)  of  Maryland. 
Mr.  Stephbnb  of  Connecticut;  aad  was  GU|qiortu 
by  Mr.  Mebokb  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Culbbetb  of^ 
Maryland,  and  Mr.  Williams  and  Mr.  CuLPSPBm 
of  North  Carolina. 

The  arguments  on  each  side  of  this  queatioit' 
have  been  already  pretty  folly  stated,  on  anothtx 
occasion.  It  is  sufficient  now  generally  to  state, 
thai  the  compensation  allowed  lor  the  use  of  these 
hones  was  said  to  he  intended  to  cover  also  tbei 
risk  of  their  loss ;  as  was  evident  from  the  fact, 
that  the  allowance  for  the  use  of  the  horse  was^ 
ffreater  than  that  allowed  to  the  nder  of  him  for! 
Eis  services,  and  was  at  the  rate  of  donUe  the" 
average  cost  of  human  labor  in  that  country,  dtc 
On  the  other  hand,  it  was  said,  that,  when  these 
volunteers  entered  the  servic^  taere  was  certainly 
an  implied  contract  that  the  United  States  should  - 
furnish  their  horses  with  the  forage,  and  should 
not  cause  the  horses  to  be  rode  to  death  by  forced 
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.  and  ihit  the  losses  in  question  wne 
caused  in  (his  manoer,  dtc. ;  that  the  rule  which 
bad  been  applied  to  the  Kentucky  roltinteers,  the 
TeoocKee  volunteers  had  a  right  to  expect  to  be 
also  applied  to  them. 

Other  considerations  tningted  in  the  debate. 
Hr.  Cdlbrbth,  for  example,  was  in  faror  of  the 
postponement  of  tfacbill,  because  he  believed  the 
persons  embraced  in  the  bill  to  have  been  uncoa- 
stitutionally  tn  service. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Tennessee,  said,  he  hoped  the 
bill  would  not  be  indefinitely  postftoued.  He  was 
astonished,  he  said,  at  the  opposition  it  met  at 
every  stage,  and  in  every  shape,  in  which  it  had 
jvesented  itself.  Surely,  said  ne,  there  is  DOthing 
new  in  the  piiocisle  eoniaiaedin  it;  there  isnoth~ 
iuguniustin  thedemand.  Payment  has  never  been 
denied  before  to  any  troops  for  the  losses  occa- 
sioAed  tnr  the  GoTemment  failing  to  furnish  sub- 
sisience  for  their  botsea,  agreeably  to  costrael  wben 
taken  into  service. 

As  an  objection  now,  we  are  told  that  these 
troops  received  forty  cents  per  day  for 
risk  of  their  horses,  and  tbat  they  onght  not  to 
hare  expected  forage  could  be  furnished  in  a  wil- 
derness. Sir,  they  were  promised,  that  if  it  wai 
not  fornished,  that  part  ai  the  risk  srowing  out  ol 
the  failure  thereof  was  to  be  borne  \ej  the  Govern- 
menL  The  laws  passed  for  the  relief  of  all  who 
served  before  them,  confirmed  them  in  that  belief. 
The  risk  agreed  on  the  part  of  the  owner  only  was 
die  wear  and  tear,  and  death  in  the  ordiuary  way — 
not  that  his  hone  would  live  without  sustenance. 
Id  the  event  of  a  loss  for  wast  of  foivge,  the  Qoy- 
emment  derived  the  benefit  of  saving  that  expense, 
aad,  bdnf[  hi  ddault,  cannot  turn  over  the  loss 


the  service  with  a  horse,  for  the  difference  of 
monthly  pay  in  being  mounted  7  Do  you  siqipow 
he  would  take  with  bim  hie  horse,  (aU  he  was 
worth  perlnps,^  if  he  was  told  he  would  be  com- 
peUed  to  travel  him  as  bag  as  he  coidd  endore 
nnnger  and  fatigue,  and  then  abandoit  him,  to 
traverse  a  wilderness  tlire«  or  four  hundred  n^es 
home,  on  foot,  and  receive  nothing  for  him.  al~ 
thangn  every  purpose  of  the  Government  had  teea 
BMom^hed  T  Patriotism  is  cherished  as  a  virtue 
in  the  West,  but  no  soldiers  can  be  gotten  there 
on  soeb  terms.  We  ate  told  the  hire  ougbt  to  be 
deducted  if  the  horse  is  to  be  paid  for.  This  seeros 
to  me  strangle,  indeed.  It  is  not  pretended  that 
tiM  aoldier  Eaa  not  earned  Uthftiily  the  hire  or 
m^ee  promised ;  nor  that  the  Qovanment  has 
not  received  a  valuaUe  consideration,  and  every 
thing  expected.  The  object  had  in  view  waa  to 
ei^^ite  the  march  of  your  troops  lo  a  remote 
poant,  iriiere  aid  was  immediatelr  wanted,  to  save 
dwei^iense  of  transportation  and  oarage  wagons; 
aU  thu  was  done,  and  when  the  soldier's  horse 
wu  no  loii^  useful  to  yon,  he  was  left  to  starve. 
An  addiuoaal  burden  was,  to  be  sore,  thrown 
upea  the  soldier,  (that  of  walking  home,)  after 
fightjug  vonr  battlea.  Certainly  that  is  no  caose 
for  withholding  the  wages  he  would  have  been 
eMitkd  to,  baa  you  not  robbed  him  of  his  horse. 


Iwoald  ratbei  add  than  subtract, if  tbe wages  had 
any  thing  to  do  with  the  question  of  liabflity  for 
the  value  of  the  horse. 

The  plain  fact,  when  stripped  of  all  the  foliage 
unfortunately  gathered  round  it,  is  this :  these 
men  bwed  yon  their  horses  for  forty  cents  per  day, 
aad  you  starved  them  to  deatb ;  and  ntrw  yon  tell 
them,  they  must  either  relinquish  their  horses  or 
their  wages.  This  amoimti  to  an  impressment  of 
the  horse  without  any  compensation,  notvrithatand- 
ing  the  original  contract  I  cannot  suppose  any 
member  oAhis  House  would  require  the  soldier  to 
serve  his  cotmtry  for  nothing ;  yet  die  course  now 
proposed  amounts  to  that,  and  no^ng  dse.  The 
wages  received  only  bought  a  horse,  on  his  rctttTD, 
to  ploDgh  his  crop,  instead  of  the  one  he  entered 
the  service  upon.  , 

Sir,  I,  for  my  part  had  rather  serve  here  with- 
out pay  than  withhold  it  from  him  wbo  risked  bis 
life  for  my  preservation.  I  have  seen  the  hard- 
sbipa  these  troops  have  ondnred,  in  places  better 
calculated  to  appreciate  their  feelings  and  claims 
than  within  these  splendid  walls;  and  they  too 
have  had  a  lesson.  Is  it  because  these  troops  are 
from  the  State  of  Tennessee  that  a  new  principle 
is  now  to  be  adopted  7  Is  it  because  they  are  the 
same  who  saved  New  Orleans  by  their  heroic 
bravery  on  the  23d  December  7  Or  is  it  because 
they  so  willingly  again  followed  their  gallant 
commander  to  otKer  daogets  7 

Are  we  come  to  this,  that  the  soldier  is  to  be 
punished  in  order  to  pluck  the  laurels  from  the 
□row  of  his  General,  wnose  only  crime  has  been  to 
make  your  enemies  tremble?  Sir,  his  conduct  has 
passed  in  review  before  you,  and,  bke  the  pure  gold, 
stood  Ibe  fiery  ordeal.  Wreak  not  your  vengeance 
upon  the  innocent  soldier,  who  cheerfblly  rallied 
round  the  standard  of  his  country,  under  a  belief 
that  his  services  were  required  ana  legally  author- 
ized. Without  the  means  of  knowing,  or  the 
right  of  contesting  the  powers  that  called  nim  ou^ 
he  has  served  you  faithfully.  He  asks  you  for  no 
act  of  beneficence  in  his  favor.  All  he  wants  u 
that  iustice, which  no  individual  would  deny,  under 
similar  circumstances.  Let  it  notbesaid,  that  our 
whole  svstem  of  economy  ia  nairowed  down  to  a 
few  unfortunate  sufierers,  who  come  here  for  tdief 
I  do  not  mean  to  reflect  upon  the  Committee  of 
Claims.  J  admire  their  vigilance,  and  the  dispo- 
-■■on  shown  to  save  the  Treasury;  but  really  I 
^raid  they  have  learned  to  guard  the  dooi  so 
watchfully,  that  the  rightful  owner  himself  is  not, 
ith  their  consent,  always  permitted  lo  enter. 

Mr.  Cmxvoi*  said,  after  the  verjr  fall  discussi(m 
which  had  taken  place  on  this  subject,  in  an  early 

Krt  of  the  session,  he  r^etted  that  it  had  a^in 
come  his  duty  to  iroubfe  the  House  with  a  single 
remark  in  addition  to  what  had  already  been  made 
on  this  subject;  and,  he  said,  that  regret  was  in- 
creased by  the  circimiitance  of  being  compelled 
by  his  duty  to  cdl  in  question  the  doctrines  and 
principles  set  forth  in  this  report,  and  maintained 
by  his  honorable  friend  from  North  Carolina  (Hr. 
WiLLiiiia)  who  is  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims,  wMi  whom,  generally,  be  took  the 
libertyofaayjng,  he  had  etmcarred  in  opinion.  Bat, 
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lie  said,  he  thought  the  slightest  esamiiiatioii  of 
the  doctrines  assumed  in  thia  report  would  be  suf- 
ficient to  satis^  the  House  that  this  committee 
bad  not  decided  in  this  case  with  their  accustomed 
accuracy,  and  that  ihey  have  departed  from  the 
true  principles  on  which  we  have  been  legislating 
foi  years  past  Sir^  said  he,  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  denies,  in  the  outset  of  the  report, 
that  there  is  any  liability  on  the  part  of  the  Gene- 
lal  Qorernment  to  pay  for  the  loss  of  these  horses, 
although  that  toss  was  sustained  in  consequence 
of  a  failure  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  la 
furnish  the  necessary  forage.  He  contends  that  it 
was  a  contingency  to  be  apprehended  when  they 
entered  the  serrice,  and  was  incident  to  a  state  of 
war.  Mr.C.  said,  he  could  not  help  feeling  some- 
what astonished  to  hear  such  doctrines  assumed 
-  by  ibat  gentleman.  What,  he  asked,  bad  beeu  the 
principles  on  which  we  have  acted  in  all  cases 
aruing  out  of  the  late  war  with  Qreat  Britain, 
which  preceded  this  caaipaign'?  Why,  sir,  in  all 
the  difierenl  cases  that  have  arisen  out  of  that  war, 
whether  to  the  North,  the  South,  the  East,  or  the 
West,  in  ail  cases  where  mounted  troops  have 
been  employed  in  your  service,  and  bare  sustained 
damage  by  the  loss  of  horses,  in  consequence  of 
failure  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  furnish 
forage,  they  have  been  paid  the  value  of  their 
horses,  also  forty  cents  per  day  for  the  use  of  them 
while  in  service.  The  doctrine,  therefore,  now 
assumed  by  the  Committee  of  Claims^  may  well 
be  called  a  new  doctrine.  It  was  such  doctrine, 
he  Mid,  as  he  did  not  wish  to  see  practised  on  by 
the  Gtfvernnient  in  this  case  or  any  other  that 
m^^  heieafter  happen.  He  said  it  lUd  not  been 
denied  bv  tbe  advocates  of  the  bill,  that  these  vol- 
unteenr  uad  received  forty  cents  per  day  for  the 
use  and  ordinary  risk  of  their  horses.  This,  he 
said,  however,  included  nothing  more  than  tbe 
ordinary  risk,  and  did  not  include  the  rbk,  as  seems 
to  be  supposed  by  the  gentleman  Irom  North  Car- 
oliDO,  ol  starring  their  norsea  to  death  for  want  of 
fijTagtt.  For,  said  he.  the  Qovernmcnt  is  jujit  as 
much  bound  to  furnish  forage  for  the  horse  as  it  is 
to  furnish  rations  for  the  rider.  Nothing,  he  said, 
could  appear  to  him  more  just  than  the  claim  of 
these  persons  against  the  OovemmenL  Indeed, 
be  felt  surprised  to  hear  any  gentleman  contend  on 
this  floor  that  the  Government  was  not  bound  to 
fiimish  forage  for  the  horses  of  these  volunteers. 
It  is  ntteiiy  mipostible  that  anv  such  understand- 
ing, aa  has  been  supposed  by  tne  gentleman  fhim 
North  Carolina,  could  have  existed,  after  what  had 
been  done  before  is  other  similar  cases ;  for,  in  no 
one  single  case,  during  the  whole  war  of  which  he 
had  be^  spewing,  had  pay  been  refused,  in  any 
CBsesimilar  to  theone  under  consideration.  These 
Tolnnteers  on  the  SemiaoU  campaign,  he  said, 
were  tbe  first  to  whoih  remiueration  for  such  losses 
had  hesi  refused,  and  he  thought  it  must  be  clear 
to  the  mind  of  every  man  wno  would  take  the 
trouUe  to  eiamine  for  himself,  that  these  officers 
and  soldiers  had  a  good  right  to  expect  remiuera- 
tion for  losses,  if  any  sbwud  be  sustained  in  the 
wsytbatlhave mentioned.  &ut,aBiotheimpracti- 
cahtUtyof  the  QovemBUDt  to  furnish  forage  during 


tbe  whole  of  this  campaign,  he  believed  none 
doubted  it,  nor  had  he,  nor  any  other  person  within 
his  hearing,  charged  the  Government  with  any 
neglect  to  make  sufficient  exertion  to  furnish  forage; 
he  believed  none  of  the  advocates  of  the  bill,  or 
anybodjr  else,  entertained  such  opinions.  He  said, 
none  oi  the  friends  of  the  measure  had  contended 
that  the  Government  should  be  required  to  perform. 
impossibilities ;  they  had  only  contended  that  each 
parly  in  any  contract  or  engagement  was  bound 
to  indemnify  for  losses  sustained  by  tbe  other  party 
in  consequence  of  any  failure  to  perform  on  their 
own  part.  Here,  he  thought,  the  committee  had 
not  met  the  question  fairly,  and,  after  all  their  re- 
searche^  had  found  a  poor  pretext  for  refusing  to 
acknowledge  the  justice  of  this  claim.  But,  sir, 
said  he,  tbe  Committee  of  Claims  are  opposed  to 
the  policy  which  has  heretofore  been  pursued  in 
remunerating  individuals  who  sustain  losses  of 
property  in  the  service  of  their  country.  It  was  a 
policy,  he  said,  which  he  had  been  truly  glad  to 
see  in  existence  here,  and  he  hoped  it  would  not 
yet  be  abandoned.  This  policy,  ne  said,  was  cal' 
culated  to  give  a  powerful  incentive  to  patriotism, 
a  firm  reliance  on  tbe  justice  of  the  Government; 
and  a  knowledge  that  it  is  ready  to  remunerate  for 
such  losses,  win  always  produce  a  willingness  on 
the  part  of  tbe  people  of  this  country  to  hazard 
their  property,  and  even  their  lives,  in  its  defence, 
whenever  it  may  be  necessary. 

Sir,  said  he,  can  it  be  possible  that  gentlemen 
wish  to  adopt  the  contrary  unjust  policy,  that  the 
whole  losses  of  property  sustained  in  a  war  should 
be  boms  b]f  a  few  patriots,  who  are  the  first  to  step 
forward  with  their  lives  and  their  property,  in  the 
defence  of  the  country?  Heeould  not  believe  that 
this  could  be  their  object.  No,  sir,  said  he,  these 
losses  ought  to  be  sustained  by  the  whole  commu- 
nity,  and  not  the  few  who  have  thus  made  the 
sacrifice.  These,  if  I  understand  any  thing  about 
it,  are  the  true  principles  of  alt  good  governments, 
he  hoped  the  principle  would  never  be  abandoned 
in  any  case  that  either  has,  or  may  hereafter,  oc- 
cur in  this  country.  As  for  the  suggestion  made 
by  the  Committee  of  Claims,  that  it  would  be  the 
interest  of  the  volunteers  to  preserve  their  horses 
intil  near  the  end  of  the  campaign,  and  then  de- 
troy  them,  or  let  them  die  by  neglect,  if  it  was 
known  the  Government  would  pay  for  them,  he 
thought  it  scarcely  deserved  a  reply ;  for,  as  respects 
the  case  before  us^  it  could  not  be  supposed  that  any 
person  could  be  mfluenced  by  any  such  motive — 
for,  if  he  lost  his  horse,  or  was  deprived  of  him  in 
any  way,  he  would  have  to  plunge  on  foot  six  or 
seven  hundredmiles,  through  the  lakes  and  swamps 
of  Florida,  and  this  for  the  sake  of  receiving  pay 
for  his  horse,  and  that  too  at  the  risk  of  his  health, 
titution,  and  perhaps  Iiis  lift.  However,  he 
said  he  could  not  believe  that  any  of  those  whose 
patriotism  had  prompted  them  voluntarily  to  en- 
gage in  the  service  of  their  country^  were  capable 
of  being  influenced  by  any  such  motives.  He  said, 
-  document  had  been  read  at  tbe  table,  which 
ent  to  show  that  the  commanding  General  as 
well  as  some  other  officers  o&  this  campaign,  had 
compelled  to  purchase  corn  at  the  enormous 
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priae  of  fifty  cents  per  quart,  in  order  to  sustain 
their  horses  on  some  of  the  marches  they  made. 
This,  he  said,  was  sufficient  to  show,  beyond  the 
possibility  of  doubt,  thai  it  was  not  in  the  power 
of  a  private  soldier  to  obtain  the  means  of  subsist- 
ence for  his  horse.  But,  Mr.  Chairmaa,  said  Mr. 
C.,  the  great  anxiety  of  the  geDtleman  from  North 
Carolina  to  Gud  a  plausible  pretext  for  recommead- 
JDg  the  indefinite  postponement  of  this  bill,  had, 
he  thought,  driven  him  into  error.  He  thought 
he  bad  be«n  a  little  unfortunate  in  referring  to  the 
laws  that  had  been  in  existence  on  this  subject, 
and  oi  which  he  thought  the  gentleman  had  taken 
a  rery  partial  view;  therefore,  he  >aid,  be  hoped 
he  would  be  indulged  while  he  would  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Committee  to  all  the  laws,  or  at  least 
those  pans  of  the  different  lawsj  that  either  were 
or  had  been  in  force,  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  C.  began  by  reading  first  the  act  of  Con- 
fess of  1796 ;  then  he  calTed  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  the  act  of  1B16,  of  which  he  said 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  had  so  loudly 
complained.  After  commenting  on  which,  he  also 
i«ad  the  amendment  to  the  said  act,  passed  in 
1817 ;  and  lastly  read  the  act  of  1818,  which  he 
said  was  the  last  act  that  had  been  passed  by  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  that  had  any  refer- 
ence to  the  subject.  AUof  which  acts,  said  Mr.  C- 
from  the  year  1816  up  to  the  present  time,  had 
clearly  and  unequivocally  sanctioned  the  princi- 
ple contained  in  the  bill  under  consideration ;  and 
all  of  which  laws  had  been  in  force  and  iise  pre- 
Tious  to  the  time  these  volunteers  entered  your 
service  on  the  Seminole  campaign.  Indeed,  he 
said,  he  had  no  doubt  but  many  of  them  had  re- 
ceived the  benefits  of  the  laws  he  had  read  more 
than  onc^  in  consequence  of  losses  of  a  similar 
kind  they  had  sustained  on  the  former  tours  of  duty 
they  have  performed;  and  they  had  also  seen  or 
known  of  others  being  paid  whose  horses  had  been 
lost  for  want  of  forage  in  the  service.  Therefore, 
he  said,  he  could  not  see  the  slightest  grounds  on 
which  the  Committee  of  Claims  could  entertain 
the  opinion  they  had  advanced,  and  which  had 
been  supported  bythe  gentleman  from  North  Car- 
olina, with  great  logenuily ;  that  the  volunteers  had 
nnderstood,  when  they  entered  the  service,  that 
Cbvernmeot  was  not  bound  to  remunerate  for  the 
lasses  that  might  happen  to  them  for  want  of  for- 
age. Sir,  said  he,  it  is  ulleraUe  impossible  that 
any  such  idea  could  have  prevailed  at  that  or  any 
other  time  No  sir,  said  be,  they  had  too  mttch 
confidence  in  the  justice  of  this  Government;  they 
believed  it  would  extend  the  same  justice  to  them, 
in  such  cases,  that  had  been  extended  to  all  oth- 
ers. This,  he  said,  was  a  just  idea,  and  such  as 
must  have  been^and  ought  to  have  been,  enter- 
tatued  by  every  mdividua!  who  entered  your  ser- 
yice  on  that  campaign,  For,  said  he,  under  any 
such  idea  as  seems  to  be  conjured  up  by  this  com- 
mittee, he  could  not  suppose  that  any  men  could 
be  found  in  this  country  so  reajdy  to  embark  with 
their  property  in  your  service,  unless  indeed  in  a 
case  of  extreme  emergency  or  imminent  danger. 
As  yeL  he  said,  we  expect  something  like  equal 
lights,  beuefits,and  privileges;  equal  pay  for  equal 


services ;  and  ei^aal  remuneration  for  equal  losses, 
when  sustained  lo  the  public  service.  And  lei  me 
tell  you,  sir,  said  he,  tnere  are  none  of  us  but  ex- 
pect this  here  or  elsewhere.  He  said,  even  if  it 
should  be  thought  proper  lo  change  the  policy  of 
our  Government  in  regard  to  this  principle,  so  as 
10  compel  Ifaepatriot  and  soldier  to  bear  these  losses 
themselves,  good  faith  requires  that  those  wht) 
have  alreaay  surtained  such  losses  in  your  service 
should  be  paid. 

There  was  another  ground,  he  said,  taken  by  the 
Committee  of  Claims  against  this  bill.  In  the 
course  of  their  researches  and  exertions  to  find 
something  to  excite  prejudice  against  the  measnr& 
they  have  been  informed,  it  seuns,  by  the  Second 
Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  that  these  officers  and 
soldiers  have  received  forty  cents  per  day  for  their 
horses  after  ihey  were  dead.  Now,  sir,  said  he,  if 
this  be  true,  it  would  seem  to  him  to  amount  tQ  a 
very  serious  charge  against  the  officer  whose  duty 
it  was  to  settle  those  accounts;  for  he  knew  of  no 
law  making  such  provision.  The  law,  he  said, 
only  allows  the  forty  cents  per  dayfor  the  use  and 
ordinary  risk  while  In  actual  service.  However, 
he  said,  be  entertained  no  doubt  that  many — per- 
haps the  greater  part — who  lost  their  horses,  pro- 
cured others  immediately,  and  continued  on  in  the 
service.  Those  who  did  so,  he  said,  were  certainly 
as  much  entitled  to  receive  pay  for  the  use  of  a 
horse  the  whole  campaign,  as  though  the  first  horse 
had  lived  to  the  end  of  it  This,  he  thought,  would 
not  be  denied.  But,  he  said^  it  seem^  that  the 
Committee  of  Claims  entertained  the  opinion  that 
these  volunteers  had  already  received  the  full  value 
of  their  horses,  or  perhaps  more  than  theit  value, 
Of  this,  however,  he  saia,  they  had  not  attempted 
to  produce  any  evidence  of  the  fact  to  the  House, 
nor  did  he  believe  it  to  be  true. 

Many  of  the  horses,  he  said,  he  had  no  doubt 
were  worth  more  than  double  the  amount  that  had 
been  received  for  the  use  of  them.  But,  Mr.  C. 
saidj  he  did  not  think  this  was  a  good  argnmeot 
a^insi  the  passage  of  the  law.  It  Was  knows,  he 
said,  that  many  of  the  rangers  who  had  been  in 
service  during  the  late  war  had  received,  for  the 
use  of  their  horses,  an  amount  of  more  than  double 
their  value.  Here,  h&  said,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  had  introduced  a  principle  that  is  not  ap- 
plicable, in  any  case,  between  individuals  in  any 
similar  contract.  Therefore,  he  hoped  it  would 
be  applied,  in  the  present  case,  between  the  Gov- 
ernment and  these  individuals,  even  if  gentlemen 
should  believe  it  would  have  been  better,  as  b  sug- 
gested by  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  have  pur- 
chased the  horses  before  they  entered  the  service ; 
the  policy  of  doing  which  hereafter,  he  said,  might 
present  a  different  question.  It  was  enough,  he 
said,  to  know  that  it  was  not  done  in  the  case  now 
before  us.  But,  sir,  said  he,  have  we  not  been  in- 
formed by  a  letter  or  document,  which  was  read 
and  now  lies  on  your  table,  that  a  part  of  these 
horses  were  so  much  broke  down  that  they  were 
ordered  to  be  sold  at  public  sale,  by  order  of  the 
officers,  and  that  the  proceeds  had  been  paid  into 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.  How,  be 
asked,  woula  this  case  be  got  round  by  the  gentle- 
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man  from  Nortk  OaFolina,  or  any  of  the  members 
who  oppose  the  passase  of  the  bill  ?  Are  these 
poor  fellows  to  have  their  hones  taken  from  them 
and  sold,  the  money  appropriated  to  public  use, 
and  theyrecdve  nothiag  at  all,  not  even  (he  money 
they  sold  for,  which  he  had  do  doubt  was  veijr 
little?  Upon  the  whole,  sir,  said  he,  it  must  be 
obrious  to  the  mind  of  any  gentleman  who  will 
for  a  moment  notice  this  report,  that  the  ingenuity 
of  the  committee  had  been  put  to  the  rack  to  find 
the  most  specious  jgiounds  on  which  they  recom- 
mended (he  rejection  of  the  bill.  The  arfumenU 
of  the  gentleman  fiom  Virginia,  (Mr.  McCot,)  he 
said,  had  prinoipallv  been  predicated  on  the  Eame 
grounds  as  were  (axen  in  the  report,  except  the 
remarks  that  gentleman  had  made  respecting  these 
T<dunieers  haTing  reeetTed  pa?  for  their  cloUiing 
also.  This  a^ument,  he  said,  was  fulty  met  bf 
the  proTisione  of  the  bill,  which  provided  that  any 
UBOtPil,  if  any  had  been  thus  received,  should  be 
dedocted  from  the  price  of  the  horse.  The  gentle- 
man fivm  Muyliind,  (Mr.  Culbretb,)  who  also 
opposed  the  DOaaage  of  the  bill,  he  said^  biid  taken 
adiflisent,  tnourii  not  new  ground  aeamst  it — the 
onconstitutionality  of  the  setrice.  This  argument, 
he  said,  mif  ht  apply  to  a  case  where  the  com- 
manding officer  aloiie  was  inlereated, but  he  thought 
it  could  not,  with  any  propriety,  be  applied  to  the 
case  of  a  private  soldier,  who  supports  the  Gonsti' 
tnlioQ  of  nis  country  by  yielding  strict  obedience 
to  his  officer. 

But,  he  said,  he  had  hoped  that  the  opponents 
of  the  bill  would  not  again  have  u^ed  its  reac- 
tion on  this  ground ;  the  argument  on  this  point, 
howevn,  he  said,  bad  been  bo  fully  answered  on 
a  former  oecauou,  that  hewonld  not  tire  the  ]>a- 
tience  of  the  Commiliae  by  repeating  them  again. 
None  of  the  argaments  which  have  been  presented 
to  the  House  by  the  Committee  of  Claims,  or  any 
of  the  gentlemen  who  had  endeavored  to  support 
their  report,  could,  be  thought,  be  felt  to  have  suf- 
ficient weight  to  meet  the  strong  claim  these  per- 
sons have  on  thie  Government  for  remuneration. 
He  said  he  had  shown,  by  the  laws  which  he  had 
read  to  the  Committee,  that  these  volunteers  must 
hare  entertained  the  most  iust  expectation  that 
they  would  be  remunerated  for  losses  custained,  in 
all  cases  where  a  failure  on  the  part  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  comply  with  its  eugatfement  had  occa- 
oioned  the  loss.  He  said  he  had  shown,  that  aU 
others  who  have  been  in  service  during  the  late 
war,  and  who  have  sustained  loses  in  the  same 
way,  have  been  ranunerated;  and  he  thought  it 
w«s  fully  shown,  that  these  volunteer!  of  the  Bern- 
inole  campaign  nave  a  claim  against  the  Ckivem- 
ment,  that  in  strict  jtKtice  it  is  bound  to  pay.  It 
must,  he  said,  be  recollected  that  the  claimants 
would  all  have  to  show,  by  the  most  satisfactory 
evidence,  that  the  loss  was  sustained  in  conse- 
quence of  the  failure  on  the  part  of  the  Qoveiu- 
ment  to  furnish  forage,  and  without  any  fault  or 
n^lect  on  their  part,  tiefore  their  claims  could  be 
allowed  or  paid  imder  this  taw,^  provided  it  was 
pasaedii  The  single  point  in  tfan  case^  made  by 
the  lailure  of  the  Qovemment  to  AMI  its  part  of 
the  obligation,  he  ihan^^t  was  a  point  on  iritich 


these  claims,  in  strict  jusliccj  might  safely  rest. 
This  point  had  not,  and  he  believed  could  not,  be 
met  by  the  gentlemen  opposed  to  the  bill.  But, 
sir,  said  Mr.  C,  I  hope  gentlemen  will  remember, 
while  they  are  deciding  on  this  subject,  (hat  they 
are  deciding  on  the  claims  of  some  of  the  most 
meritorious  and  patriotic  citizens  of  the  Western 
;ountry,  who  have  rendered  other  and  more  im- 
portant services  to  this  nation,  in  time  of  extreme 
danger,  during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain. 
He  said  many  of  these  persons  had  soueht  the  first 
opportunity  to  engage  m  the  service  auring  that 
eventful  period.  They  were  amougst  the  first  vol- 
unteers who  descended  the  Mississippi  for  the  de- 
fence of  die  lower  country.  They  were  the  first 
who  entered  the  Creek  nation,  after  the  horrid 
Fort  Mims,  without  orders  from  the 
President,  the  Oovernor  of  the  State,  General 
Jackson,  or  any  other  officer;  and  were  followed 
by  General  Jackson,  with  other  volunteers  and 
militia,  vrith  whom  they  united  in  the  Indian 

$  after   destroying  one  of  the  enemy's 
lerc  they  were  organized  into  a  regi- 
ment, in  which,  he  said,  two  of  his  colleagues 
(Col.  Allen  and  Capt.  Jones]  were  made  offi- 
cers, with  himself    They,  he  said,  had  been  recog- 
nised, and  received  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  paid  for  services  and  losses  sustained 
this  way,  although  we  were  not  called  into  ser- 
»  by  any  authority  known  in  our  Government; 
we  were  driven  there,  each  one  by  the  impulse  of 
his  own  feelings.    The  enemy  were  sought,  and 
wherever  they  could  be  found  the  severest  cha^ 
'"   uent  was  infiicted.    These  volunteers  were  the 
from  our  State  in  battle;  and  by  thar  valor 


the  sava^  enemy  that  had  been  known 
in  the  annak  of  our  national  history.  They,  in- 
deed, were  the  first  to  give  military  character  to 
the  State  which  he  had  the  honor  in  part  to  repre- 
sent. They  had  encountered  hardships,  danger", 
and  sufferings  in  the  service,  on  this  campaign, 
that  were  unpleasant  to  think  of,  much  more  id 
relate,  and  had  fought  in  many  other  battles  in  the 
Creek  nation. 

These  same  yonng  men  were  also  the  first  who 
afterwards  rushed  to  the  defence  of  the  Southern 
frontier  when  invaded  by  the  combined  armies  of 
Europe  during  the  late  war ;  they  marched  wi(h 
unexampled  speed  to  the  places  where  this  force 
was  expected  to  land,  to  Mobile.  Pensacola,  and 
lastly  to  New  Orleans,  where  tbey  were  the  first 
to  engage  the  enemy,  on  the  night  of  the  23d  of 
Decera&r,  (a  moment,  he  said,  ever  to  be  remem- 
bered in  our  history,)  at  the  spot  where  the  hostile 
tread  of  the  enemy  made  the  first  impression  on  the 
sacred  soil  of  Western  America ;  and  here,  he  said, 
by  their  distinguished  gallantry  and  daring  intre- 
pidity, he  b^eved  they  saved  from  destmction  tb« 
city  of  New  Orleans,  and  effected  thereby  the 
safety  of  the  whole  Western  country ;  and  now, 
he  said,  they  had  been  called  upon  to  embai^  in 
this  Seminole  campaign,  by  the  same  officer  under 
whom  they  had  so  often  rallied,  and  under  whom 
they  had  m  often  fought  and  bled  in  their  country's 


yCoC-^lc 


1687 


BISTORT  OF  CONaSBSS. 


1(88 


cauK.  Thef  did  not  hesitate,  or  inquire  foi  his 
authority,  but  a^ain  put  themselves  under  bia  com' 
mand,  viih  their  usual  piomptness ;  and,  although 
ithad  Dot  been  ia  theii  power  to  perform  as  im- 
portant services  aa  on  former  occasions,  the  bard- 
ahips  and  dangers  they  encountered  were  not  much 
lesS)  be  was  informed,  than  had  been  encountered 
on  any  former  campaign.  Many  of  these  volun- 
teers, he  said,  were  poor,  and  unable  to  sustain 
such  tosses.  He  believed  they  were  generally  so. 
Soioe  had  purchased  the  horses  they  had  lost  in 
service  on  credit,  and,  af\er  paying  every  cent  they 
Lad  received  from  the  Government  as  pay  for  their 
services,  as  well  a^  for  the  use  of  their  hcwses,  are 
yet  in  debt,  and  were,  perhajis,  now  laborinR  to 

Ey  up  the  balance.  He  said  he  thought  thij  a 
rd  case ;  they  had  evinced  their  patriotism  and 
attachment  to  the  Government  on  every  occasion 
that  had  oSeied,  and  he  thought,  if  the  claim  of 
any  one  part  of  the  citizens  01  the  United  States 
was  entiued  to  a  more  liberal  consideration  than 
another  part,  it  was  that  of  these  sufferers  on  the 
Seminole  campaign.  However,  he  said,  for  his 
own  part,  he  did  not  think  their  case  required  the 
exercise  of  any  liberality,  belierina,  as  be  did,  that 
it  was  founded  on  the  immutable  principles  of 
justice;  and  he  hoped,  therefore,  the  bill  would  not 
be  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  question  on  indefinite  poatponement  of  the 
bill  was  decided,  by  yeas  and  nays,  in  the  nega- 
tive— yeas  73,  nays  M,  as  follow* : 

TiA* — Meors.  Adsms,  Bill,  Balraian,  Bayly,  Baf- 
tam,  Barwell,  Bntlir  of  New  Hunpsbtre,  Can,  Cobb, 
Crafts,  Cnlbrath,  Calpmcr,  Cnthbert,  Dcwitt,  Dlckin- 
a(n,Bdd7,Bd*ratdi,ofCoiuiseticDt, Edwards  ofNorth 
CMraUaa,  Fay,  Folgar,  Tori,  f  ormt,  Pallor,  Hall  of 
N«w  York,  Hall  of  Dalawai*,  HaU  of  Nwth  Caro- 
Kna,  Hardin.  Hill,  Kendall,  Kinday,  Lathrop,  Linn, 
Lowndoa,  Lyman,  Haelaj,  McCoy,  Hanhand,  Ua- 
wm,  B.  Moora,  Hoaatay,  Ngalo,  Hdaon  of  Maaiathn- 
aatts,  Paikar  of  Virginia,  Phelp«t  Knd^l,  Ptoraar, 
Rich,  Richards,  RkbnMnd,  Rabartaon,  Smpaan,  8liw- 
yer,  Bartunl.  Shaw,  BilabM,  SlMnmb,  SmiUt  af  Noitk 
Carolina,  Sootbard,  8tnTa,8tMat,  SlroDg  of  VennoDt, 
Strcof  o(  New  York,  Taylor,  Tarratl.  Toufkuw, 
Trimble,  Tucker  of  VirgiDW,  Tyler,  Upbam,  Won- 
dovci,  Whitman,  Williami  of  North  CaroliDa,  and 
Wood. 

Wat«  Mas—.  Abbot,  Alenndar,  Allenof  New  York, 
Allen  of  TenneiBH,  Andenon,  Aichei  of  Maryland, 
Archer  of  Virginia,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Barbour,  Bmchei, 
BloomfielJ,  Boden,  Brown,  Binib,  Bryan,  Burton, 
Sutler  of  Louiwana,  Caniibell,  Cannon,  Cocke,  Cro- 
well,  Ciuhmaa,  Dsrliogton, Davidson,  Esrie,  Edtrards 
of  Pannsytvania,  Fiahar,  Foot,  FaDerton,  Garnett, 
Ot«*a  of  New  York,  HacUey,  HaxarJ,  Hampbili, 
Baodricka,  Herriii,  Iflbafaman,  Holmea,  Hooks,  Hoa- 
taller,  Jonas  ofTannetsM,  Kent,KinBey,Liltie,Lincoh], 
Livarmore,  MeCrcai7,  HcLane  of  Dels irare,  McLean 
of  Eantncky,  Mallary,  Mercer,  Metealf,  8.  Moors, 
Monell,  Mnrr^i  Nelaon  of  Virginia,  Overstraet,  Par- 
k«r  of  HaaaachoaattB,  Fattaaon,  Philaon,  Pitdier,  Ran- 
kin, Bead,  Rhoa,  Bofna,  Boas,  Ruaa,  Settle,  BimUna, 
Sloaa,  Smith  of  New  Jeraey,  Bmidl  of  Maryland,  Sla- 
vena,  Strotbar,  SwsariagBn,  Tarr,  Tomlinaon,  Tracy, 
Todter  ofSaoth  Camlina,  Van  Ranaaalaet,  Wa)k«r, 
WaUaca,  and  WtxitU. 


SPANEBH  TREATY. 

The  following  Message  was  received  ftom  the 
PneaiDBNT  op  the  Umiteb  States: 
To  tht  Houtt  of  Stpraenlaiiva  af  the  United  Sloitt  i 

I  transmit  to  Congreaa  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  the 
Minister  Flenipolentiaiy  of  lbs  United  States  at  St. 
Felenbnrgb,  of  the  let  of  Noveuiber  last,  on  the  sab- 
ject  of  oni  rclationa  with  Spain,  indicating  the  senti- 
ments of  the  Emperor  of  Roisis  respecting  the  non- 
ratification,  by  His  Catholic  Majesty,  of  the  treaQr 
lately  concladed  between  the  United  States  and  Spain, 
and  the  strong  interest  which  His  ImperitI  Maje^ 
takea  in  promoting  the  ratification  of  that  ttealj.  Of 
tfaiB  friendly  disposition,  the  moat  satisfactory  assur- 
ance baa  been  ainea  given  direotiy  to  Uiis  0<nerament 
by  the  Minister  of  RuasiB  residinf  here. 

1  transmit,  alao,  to  Congreae,  an  extract  of  a  latter 
from  the  Minister  Fleuipotntiaiy  oftbe  United  Btalaa, 
at  Madrid,  of  a  later  daU  than  ihoae  herehAre  totm- 
monieated ;  by  which  it  appaata  that,  at  the  tnataaw 
of  the  Charge  de*  Aflaina,  of  the  Emperor  of  Bntai*, 
a  new  pledge  had  been  given  by  tha  Spanish  Govecn* 
ment,  that  the  Minister  who  had  been  lately  appmntad 
to  the  United  Statea  ahoold  set  out  on  his  miasioB 
without  delay,  with  fnll  powers  to  settle  all  difleieaoeB 
in  s  msnner  satisfactory  to  the  parties. 

T  have  further  to  state  that  (he  Gotemmenta  of 
France  and  Qreat  Britain  continue  to  manifest  the 
sentiments  heretotbre  commnnieated  respecting  the 
non-iat!£ea(ion  of  the  treaty  by  ^ain,  and  to  inter- 
paae  their  good  officea  to  promote  its  ratification. 

It  is  proper  to  add  that  the  Govemmeats  of  France 
^  Rows  have  expreieed  an  earnest  desire  that  the 
Uaitad  etalaa  would  taka  no  slap,  for  the  preaent,  on 
Iha  pnndpls  of  r^iiad,  whicb  mMt  poaaiUy  land  M 
diatnrb  the  pewe  batwaak  the  Unilad  State*  and 
Spain.  There  is  good  oaasB  ta  preMame,  Dnhd  th« 
dolioate  Hannw  in  wbiib  Ihia  aenliiBenl  ha«  ba«& 
conveyed,  that  it  ia  foonded  in  a  belie£  aa  weH  aa  a 
desire,  tbktour  just  olijacta  may  be  accom^iabad  with- 
out the  hsiard  of  weh  an  axtnmity. 

On  full  consideration  of  all  theaa  circamatanoes,  I 
hsTs  thought  it  my  duty  to  submit  to  Congreaa  whe>- 
ther  it  vriU  not  be  advisable  to  poetpMie  a  deciaion  on 
the  questions  now  depending  with  Spsin,  DnUl  the 
next  session.  The  distress  of  that  nation,  at  tbit 
jnuetore,  aflbrds  a  motivs  for  this  forbearance,  which 
cannot  ftil  to  be  duly  appreciated.  Under  sudi  cir- 
eaiwtenoe^  the  attention  of  the  Spanish  Government 
m^  be  diverted  from  iu  foreign  concerns,  and  the 
arrival  of  a  Woleter  bars  be  longer  delayed.  I  am 
the  men  induced  to  snggesl  this  eeorae  of  proceeding 
bom  a  knowledge  that,  while  we  shall  thereby  make 
a  just  reUun  to  the  POwera  whoae  good  offlcea  bav« 
been  aohnowtedgad,  and  inereaaa,  by  a  new  and  sig- 
nal proof  of  nadwtion,  onr  claims  on  Spain,  om 
attitude  in  regard  to  her  will  net  be  leas  fiiarable  at 
the  next  sassjoa  than  it  is  at  the  pieaent. 

JAMES  MONBC^. 

W^eaiasTo*,  iktnA  37,  1B30. 


PROMULGATION  OF  THE  LAWS. 
The  engrossed  bill  ta  amend  the  aot  pmvi 
for  Ae  pablica^n  of  the  lows  of  the  Ui 
&lat«»,  wast«ada  third  time;  and  the  yeas  and 
aajw  were  cwdered  mi  its  punge. 


imnding 


Digni2 
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BI3IORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


Hue  B,  1830. 


H.  orR. 


[This  bill  proposes  to  reduce  the  number  of  the 
pobluhera  of  the  laws  to  one  for  every  State  and 
Territory,  aod  to  reduce  the  atlowance  for  the 
execution  of  the  work  to  about  on^half  of  its  pres- 
ent amount.] 

Hereupon  ensued  a  debate,  in  which  the  follow- 
ing genUemen  took  sides;  For  the  bill— MeEsrs. 
CuLPEPER,  PiNDALL,  and  Smith,  of  North  Caro- 
lina; against  the  bill,  MesGis.  Cannon,  Mallakt, 
Foot,  SiMKiNe,  Little,  Settle,  Stbotheh, 
Rbba,  and  Sootsabd. 

The  debftte  turned  on  the  question,  whedier  the 
object  was  worth  «  continuation  of  the  present 
expenditure,  which  it  it  rappoaed  the  passage  of 
the  bill  wiil  reduce  bj  tfaree-ioarths  of  its  amount. 

Those  who  apixwd  the  hill  said,  that  they  were 
unwilliBK  lo  diminish  the  newspeper  circulation 
amuig  the  people  of  the  laws  passed  for  their  gov- 
ernment ;  that  il  was  due  to  Ihem  that  Ibey  should 
at  least  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  what  (he 
laws  were;  that  tte  numba  of  printers  of  the 
laws  bad,  in  this  view,  Utter  be  extended,  even  so 
o  include  all  the  printers  of  the  United  States, 
1 — J  ,„  ,k mber  of  twenty-five.   With 


than  reduced  to  the  i 


o  economy,  it  was  said  that  a  peitv  saving 
of  fire  or  six,  or  even  ten  thousand  dollars,  was 
nothing  compared  to  the  diffusion  of  information 
among  the  people;  and  the  amount  could  be  re- 
trenched on  almost  any  other  object  of  expendi- 
ture with  more  propriety  than  on  this.  It  would 
be  desirable,  it  was  said,  if  it  could  be  ef^ted,  to 
make  provision  that  every  free  man  in  (he  QoV' 
emment  should  read  the  laws.  If  the  present  pub- 
lication of  the  laws  was  so  unimportant  as  to  aQow 
Congress  to  reduce  the  number  of  papers  to  one 
in  each  State  and  Territory,  the  publication  of 
them  in  newspapers  had  better  be  entirely  dis- 
pensed with — ine  preseml  number  being  as  small 
as  possible,  with  a  view  to  any  thing  l^e  a  diSii- 
sion  of  a  knowledge  of  the  laws  among  the  peo- 

Ele.  With  regard  lo  the  argument  in  favor  of  the 
ill,  that  it  went  to  reduce  the  patronage  of  the 
Department  of  State,  it  was  said  to  be  entitled  to 
little  weight;  for  il  was  not  to  be  thought  that 
the  printers  were  to  be  influenced  improperly  by 
the  pittance  allowed  them  for  the  publication  of 
the  laws.  It  was  denied,  further,  that  the  printen 
would  voluntarily  publish  the  Uwi,  or  at  lust 
such  of  them  as  were  important,  as  bad  been  said, 
without  oompensatioD.  But,  were  it  otherwise,  it 
was  argued,  there  was  no  propriety  in  nibmittuig 
lo  the  printer  the  decbion  of  the  question,  which 
of  the  laws  were,  and  which  wen  not,  impor- 
tant J  which  were,  and  which  were  not,  wottby  of 
heiag  known  to  the  people.  That  the  interest  of 
the  whole  people,  in  the  operation  of  the  laws,  tb6 
agency  of  their  RepresentaiiTcs  in  passing  them, 
their  political  right  to  investieate  and  judge  of 
them  when  passed,  all  required  a  wide  diffusion 
of  the  laws:  and  tliat  to  this  end  the  present  num- 
ber of  publishers  of  tbe  laws,  three  in  each  Slate, 
was  not  too  large,  but  rather  too  small  a  propor- 
tion of  the  whole  nmnber  of  newspapers  printed 
in  the  United  States. 

The  vote  on  the  qiKstion  stood  .-^For  tbe  bill 
seireaty-oine,  agafaiM  it,  aeveoty-eif^  ae  fidlowa ; 


Tsi*— HesM.  Adsmi,  Aleiindei,  Allen  of  Ten- 
nessee, Archer  of  MiTjUnil,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Ba- 
ker, BeldwiD,  Birbour,  Bijlj,  Beechei,  Bloonfield, 
Bie*ard,  Btowh, .Barton,  Burwdl,  Butter  of  New 
Hampshire.  Cobb,  Cocke,  Grafts,  Cnwfbrd,  Calpeper, 
Cntbbert,  Davidnjo,  Gdwuds  of  PenDeylvani^  Ed- 
wards of  North  Carolina,  Pej,  Flojd,  ForreBt,  HaU  of 
New  York,  Halt  of  Delaware,  Hsrdin,  Hemphill,  Her- 
ikk.  Hooks,  Hoatelter,  Kendall,  Kinelcj,  Linn,  Ma- 
cley,  McCoj,  HcLeui  of  Kentacky,  Harclund,  Mer- 
cer, Metcilf;  Mowlej,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelaon  of  Mas- 
■achueelta,  Ovrnlreet,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Patterson, 
Phelpe,  Piodall,  Rich,  Ricbardi,  Richmond,  KobertM>n, 
Sawjer.  Shaw,  Slocumb,  A.  Bmjth  of  Virginia,  6 mith 
of  North  Uerolina,  Stevsne,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of 
Vermont,  Swearingen,  Taylor,  Terrell,  Tracy,  Trim- 
bio,  Tncker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Tjler,  Upbam  Van  Rensaeiier,  Warfield,  Whitman, 
and  Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

Nazs— Menrs.  Abbot,  Allen  of  New  York,  Andei^ 
■on,  Bali,  Batemen,  BoAen,  Brush,  Bryan,  Bnllum, 
Bntler  of  Loniiiana,  CampbeD,  Cannon,  Case,  Clagelt, 
Clark.  Colfaiath,  Coalunan,  DarlinMon,  Dewiu,  Diek* 
ioMn,  Earle,  Eddv,  Edward*  of  Oomiectieat,  Erria, 
Fiaher,  Foot,  For^  Poller,  Fnllerton,  Oarnatt,  Qraaa 
of  New  YdA,  Hackley,  Hall  of  N.  Carolma,  Uaaaid, 
Hendricks,  HiU,  Holmes,  Joaea  itf  TemeHee,  Sent, 
Kinsey,  Laibiop,  LilUe,  Lincoln,  Lyman,  McCteaij, 
McLane  of  Delaware,  MiUaiy,  Haaon,  Meigs,  8. 
Moore,  Morion,  fithon  of  Virginia,  Parker  of  Massa- 
chnselte,  Pbilson,  Pitcher,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Rog- 
ere.  Roes,  Rasa,  Sampson,  Sergeant,  Settle,  Silabee, 
Bimkini,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jera^,  Smith  of  Haiy- 
land,  Boutbard,  Suoog  of  New  York,  Stroiher,  Tan, 
Tomtuiaon,  Walker,  Wallace,  WendoTer,  and  Wood. 

So  the  bill  was  passed  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  concurrence. 

TcBonav,  March  28. 

The  SpEAKEn  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  J.  8.  Williams,  of  die  late  firm  of  Stnll  and 
WiDiams,  explanatory  of  the  sale  or  loan  of  gun- 
powder made  by  the  Ordnance  department  to  that 
firm,  in  the  year  1818;  which  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Bates  presented  a  petition  of  the  members 
of  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  prnyit^ 
that  the  lands  in  said  Territory  lying  on,  and  a^ 
jacent  to,  the  river  Mississippi,  mayne  surveyed, 
and  offered  for  sale. — Referred  to  Ilie  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  tetter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  report 
on  the  petition  of  James  Greer;  which  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  tahle. 

The  House  took  up  and  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  further 
to  suspend,  for  a  limited  time,  the  sale  or  forfeiture 
of  lands  fcHT  failure  in  completing  the  payment 
thereon ;"  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Nglhon,  of  Virginia,  moved  that  the  House 
do  DOW  proceed  to  consider  die  resolution  submitted 
by  him  on  the  83d  instant,  for  the  appointment  of 
a  joint  oommittee  to  consider  and  repwt  what 
business  is  necessary  to  be  done  before  the  eloae 


^yCoOi-^lc 


HISTORY  OF  OONORBSS. 


H.  or  R. 


March,  1890. 
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of  the  pieeent  session.    The  m 

On  moiioQ  of  Mr.  Abbot,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  passing  a  law  pointing  out  under 
what  ciramnsiances,  and  by  what  means,  nrivate 
propetty  may  be  taken  foe  public  use,  under  the 
emeroencr  of  war,  and  r^nlatbe  the  manner  by 
which  just  compeasBtion  may  be  made  for  the 
some ;  also,  to  prescribe  the  manner  in  which  sol- 
diets  may  be  quartered  in  any  house  without  the 
ecDscDt  of  the  owner,  in  time  of  war. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  ;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Speaker  resumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Tavloh  reported  that  the  Com- 
miitee^il,  according  to  order,  had  the  slate  of  the 
TTuton  under  coniideration,  and  directed  him  to 
report  their  agreement  to  the  resolution  submitted 

by  Mr.  Cobb  on  the  24ih  of  January  last,  pn '~~ 

an  ameadtnfut  to  the  Coosticution  of  the 
States,  to  prohibit  the  appoiotmeni  of  n 
o(  GoDgress  to  offices,  witn  amendmenta ;  as,  «bo, 
theit  agreement  to  the  reK>laIion  from  the  8«nMf^ 


Congress  of  the  United  States^ 

TSe  House  took  up  and  proceeded  to  consider 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  upon 
the  state  of  the  Union ;  whereupon  it  was  ordered, 
that  the  said  resolutions  severally  lie  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  Clat  laid  on  the  table  the  following  reso- 
lutions : 

I.  Retohed,  That  the  Cantrilotion  of  th«  United 
Bt&lM  vul*  in  Crnigreu  the  power  to  dUpoM  of  the 
territoi;  belonging  to  than,  and  that  no  treaty  par- 
porting  to  alienate  aDypetlian  Ihereaf  iivdid  witwmt 
the  concoTTence  of  Coogreia. 

S.  Hetolntd,  That  the  eqnitileul  proposed 
giren  bj  Spain  lo  the  United  Btatee,  in  tbe  treat; 
concluded  between  them,  an  the  SSd  day  of  February, 
1819,  for  Ibat  part  of  Louijiana  lying  weit  of  the  Sa- 
bine, wu  inadetiUBte ;  and  that  it  would  be  ineipedi- 
enl  la  make  a  tranifer  thereof  to  any  foreign  Power, 
or  to  renew  tbe  albreuid  treaty. 

On. motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  tbe 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Hoads 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
oflbrding  some  pecuniary  relief  to  the  widow  and 
children  of  John  Heaps,  mail  carrier,  killed  by  the 
persoiis  who  recently  robbed  the  United  States 
mail  near  Baltimore. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  PacwoEttT  of 
TBE  United  States,  which  is  as  follows; 
To  Ihe  Houit  ef  Reprennlalivet : 

1  traaimit  ta  l^e  Hooie  of  RepreMnt*ti*M,  in  par- 
■nanee  of  their  retalution  or  the  Slat  of  January  laat, 
a  report  from  tbe  Secretary  of  tbe  Treaaury,  with  the 
docamenti  which  accompanied  it. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

The  Message  was  read,  and,  together  with  the 
report  tkerein  comnuuiicated,  ordered  to  liec»t  (he 
taUe. 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Honse  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  traDsmitting  sun- 
dry statements  in  relation  to  the  prirateer  peauion 
fund,  which  have  been  prepered  in  obedience  to 
the  resolution  of  the  l5tn  instant ;  which  was  or- 
dered to  lie  OQ  the  table. 

Tbe  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
Ihe  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims  on  the  petition  of  William  Henderson,  on 
the  report  of  the  same  committee  on  the  petition 
of  Elias  Parks,  and  onthebillfot  the  relief  of  Jacob 
Kunkopot  and  others,  of  the  Stockbridge  tribe  of 
Indians;  and,  af^er  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Sfsakeb  resumed  tbe  chair,  and  Mr.  Seaubant 
reported  the  agreement  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  the  resolution  contained  in  the  report  of 
the  Conunitlee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  ot  Wil- 
liam Hendtnon,  with  an  amendment,  and  asked 
leave  for  tbe  Committee  to  sit  again  on  the  remain- 
ing  report  and  bill. 

The  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  had  leave  to  nt 
again  on  the  said  report  and  bill,  and  the  House 
attjonrned. 

Wbdhbbday,  March  39. 
A  mesr^ge  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  for  Ihe  ad- 
justment of  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Louisiana," 


which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Ahoebbok,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  Jenifer  T.  Spri Kg,  reported  a  bill  for  regulating 
the  manner  of  settfmg  tne  accounts  of  the  several 
deputy  surveyors  in  the  Missouri  and  Arkansas 
Terrilorirs- which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which  is 
committed  the  bill  from  tbe  Senate,  entitled  "An 
act  making  further  provision  for  the  sale  of  the 
pntdic  lands." 

SEYOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 

Mr.  Storrb^  from  tbe  committee  to  whom  waa 
referral  the  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "As 


the  Revolntionary  war,"  by  leave  of  the  Honse^ 
reported  a  bill  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the 
land  and  naval  service  of  the  United  States  in  the 
Ravolntionary  war,"  passed  on  the  ISth  day  of 
March,  1818;  which  was  read  twic^  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table.  The  bill  is  as  follows: 
A  Bill  in  >ddition  to  an  actentjited  "Anactlo  nrotidB 
.  for  cerlBin  persona  engaged  in  tbe  land  and  naral 
MrvJM  of  the  United  State*,  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,"  paned  on  the  ISlhday  of  March,  ISL8. 
Be  il  enacted,  J^t.,  That  no  person  who  now  ii  ar 
hereafler  may  be,  placed  on  the  pension  Itit  of  the 
United  Sutei,  by  virlneof  Ihe  act  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  for  certain  persona  engaf  ed  in  Ihe  land  and 
naval  aervioa  of  the  United  Stales,  in  Ihe  RenlutioDary 
war,"  passed  the  ISIh  day  of  March,  1818,  shalt,  after 
the  paymani  of  that  part  of  the  penaion  which  berame 
daeon  the  4th  day  of  Match,  ISSO,  continDe  to  receive 
tbepenaiMigranladby  theaaidaet,  DntUbeahaUbave 
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William  Wendenon — Mr.  EtauloliA  aad  Gala  ^  SBotm. 


!•  court  of  ncocd  in  tlw  coonl;,  dty, 
M  bac»agt),  in  which  ha  iwidai,  a  Mb«dnl*  (ubacribeil 
ti;  him,  conUining  bi>  wbola  MUtc  and  income  (his 
aoeoMtij  dolbing  and  betiding  eicapted,]  lad  (hall 
baTe  (Irebre  Ihe  aaiil  court  or  >ama  one  of  thi  Juilscs 
thereof)  taken  and  labicribed  aatl  pioiIae«il  to  the 
■aid  court  the  retlowing  oath  or  affiimition,  to  nit :  "  I, 
A  B.doiolemiilj  iweaiCor  affirm,  ai  Ihe  caie  msj  lie,) 
thai  I  wu  a  resident  diben  of  the  United  Statee  an 
the  19th  dij  or  March,  1818,  and  that  I  h»e  notiince 
that  time,  bj  gift,  tale,  or  in  any  manner  whati>er, 
di(po«ed  of  my  i»operty,  or  any  part  thereof,  with 
intent  tbwaby  ao  to  diminiah  it  aa  to  bring  myaelTi 
within  the  proTiaioBa  of  an  act  of  Congraii  entitled 
'An  set  to  provide  f»  ccMain  penoiii  Mvag*d  in  the 
land  and  naval  aerriM  of  the  Uniiwl  8la(aa,  in  the 
BeTolntioau]  war,'  pM*«d  on  the  IBth  day  of  Match, 
UI8,  and  that  I  have  not,  nor  haa  any  panon  in  tiuat 
fer  moi  any  property  oi  aaoantiaa,  contracta,  or  debia 
due  ta  aa,  ner  have  I  aay  in«ome  other  Uud  what  ia 
coDtaioad  in  the  acbednle  heteto  aiioeied,  and  by  tne 
aubicribed;"  nor  nntilauch  peraonahall  haye deliveied 
or  cauaed  to  be  deliverad,  to  the  Becrelary  of  War,  ■ 
copy  of  the  aforeaaid  ached  ule  and  oath  or  affirmation, 
certified  by  the  clerk  of  the  conit  to  which  the  laid 
,  Bcbedale  waa  deliTered,  together  with  Ihe  opinion  of 
ths  laid  conrt,  alto  certiSed  byiheirclerk,  of  thevalae 
ofthe  property  contained  in  theaaidechadute;  Prmded, 
That  in  CTeiy  caie  in  which  the  penaioDer  may  be  in- 
aane,  the  court  may  reeaira  Ihe  aaid  lehadnte  without 
the  aJoreaaid  oath  or  affirmation,  from  the  cMatninoe 
or  other  poraon  aalhorized  to  take  ena  of  aneh  in- 

Sac.S.  And  be  it  Jitrther  enacted.  Thai  the  original 
•chedule  and  oath  or  afErmalion  aball  be  6M  in  the 
olerk'a  office  of  the  court  to  which  the  achednle  and 
oath  or  affirmation  oforaaaid  shall  be.  exhibited,  and 
ion  who  aball  eweai  or  affirm  fi 
I,  and  bo  thereof  conTicted,  ehall 
wUfnl  and  corrupt  pegury. 

Sac.  3.  And  bt  itfurtktr  tnaeltd.  That  on  the  le- 
coipt  of  the  copy  of  the  achedula  and  oath  or  affiima- 
''~  I  aforeaaid,  it  ahall  be  the  duly  of  the  Secretary  of 


WILLIAM  HENDERSON. 

Tlie  House  Uxtk  up  tLe  reportof  the  Committee 
of  CUUna  on  the  case  of  William  Hendenan,  of 
VirgiaiR,  which  wu  discusMd  in  Cnniaittee  of  the 
Whale  yeatecday. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  recommend  that  the 
claim  be  rejected.  Thedecision  of  that  committee 
was  Tevened  b;  the  Committee  of  the  Wlule,  who 
lepoTted  a  resolution  that  the  claim  ooght*  to  be 
grante4. 

The  question  which  reouned  was  to  qoocut  in 
this  KvenaL  On  this  qut»tioa  a  debate  eiuued, 
which  eoatinued  with  pot  animation  for  is<ne 
than  two  hours— And  wmh  taken  was  decided  by 
yeas  and  .nays,  as  follows:  For  concurrence  in  the 
amendment  68,  agaiiut  it  90. 

Mr.  ST08KS  then  moTed  ait  anxodmeat,  the 
object  of  which  was  to  comfienaate  the  petittoaer 
£br  hia  dwelling-hotne  and  kilohen,  ToluAd  at  aioe 


hundred  and  Kfly  dollars.  This  motion  was  re- 
jected— yeas  72,  nays  73. 

Mr.  Bali.  reaewM  the  motion  so  far  as  respected 
the  dwdling^ioose^  which  was  carried — yeas  74, 
nays  78. 

The  question  waa  then  taken  to  agree  to  the 
resolntton  as  thus  amended,  and  lost — yeas,  71, 
nays  76. 

The  resolution,  as  recommended  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  thai  the  prayer  of  the  petitions 
be  rejected,  was  inen  concurred  in  by  Ihe  House. 


Mb-BANDOLPH  AHD  gales  &  BEATON. 

Mr.  RANnoE^PH  then  rose,  and,  afW.a  speech  of 
upwards  of  an  hour  in  length,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

"StKilved,  That  Ualae  A:  Seaton,  Editors  of  the 
National  Intelligencer,  be  aicludfed  from  this  Honee 
■«  reporlars." 

Mr.  STBOTBjtB  and  Mr.  Pindall  made  several 
obsetvaiions,  which  were  not  beard  by  the  person 
giving  this  uetch. 

Mr.  Bbdib,  of  Ohio,  twwever,  ros^  and  with 
some  warmth  defended  the  persons  against  whom 
the  proposition  was  directed,  on  the  ground  that 
there  was  no  charge  brought  against  them,  without 
which  he  could  not  condemn  or  pass  censure  upon 
the  meanest  individual  in  the  land;  and  called 
upon  Mr.  B.  to  put  in  a  specification  of  his  com- 
plaint. 

Mr.  Randolph  did  so,  and  ultimately  modiBed 
hii'  proposition,  so  as  to  read  as  fallows,  sufiportiiig 
it  at  tne  same  lime  in  a  speech  of  considerable 

Setohtd,  That  Oalee  &  Beaton,  having  published 
an  ineomet  report  of  the  proceadinga  of  this  Housa  of 
the  Md  nnalanlj  not  irom  their  own  view  and  hearing 
tfaerevf,  but  on  the  Mpraoetiiatipn  of  some  onknnwn 
penon,  wboee  aame  Ihey  bave  relaaad  to  giva,  when 
thento  rsqnlred  b«  a  lawnbar  bom  Virginta— 

Thertfere,  rttohed.  That,  nnlaaa  they  giva  up  the 
author  of  aneh  report,  Galea  &  Seatoo,  EdilNS  cf  the 
National  Intalligensar,  be  eidndad  from  this  Home  a* 
Toportaa*  ofthe  prooaadings  thereof. 

Mr.  FiNDALL  spoke  at  considerable  length  on  the 
subject ;  after  which,  the  question  on  ihe  above 
moaified  proposition  was  decided  by  yeas  aiid  nays, 
as  follows: 

Ya*»— HcMra.  Bayly,  Floyd,  Ndaon  of  Virginia, 
Pindall,  Baadolph,  BobaMatw,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia, 
and  Stroiher — B. 

NaT! — Hoaart.  Adana,  Alexander,  Alira  of  Now 
Vork,  Allen  of  Taanemaa,  Andcraon,  Arthor  of  Mary- 
land, Archer  of  Virginia,  Baker.  Baldwin,  Ball,  Bar- 
bour, Satcman,  Baacher,  Bodaa,Bruwu,B|uah,  Bryan, 
BoAm,  Bnrwell,  Butler  of  New  Hampabire,  Butler 
of  Loniaiana,  Campbell,  Caae,  CUgatt,  Clark,  Coeke, 
Cook,  Crsfta,  Crowell,  Culbrelh,  Culpeper,  CDahman, 
DartingtoD,  Davidaon,  Dennbon,  Dowilt,  Bddy,  Bd- 
walda  of  ConBaeticut,  Eilwarcli  of  North  Carolina, 
Faj,  Fiihar,  Foiger,  Foot,  Ford,  Fdrreat,  Fullri,  Fnl- 
lertoo,  Groa  of  New  York,  Gmea  of  Pan  nay  Hen  ia, 
Hackley,  Hall  of  Naw  Yuck,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Har- 
din, Htsard.  Hetnphitl,  UejiilriiAa,  Herrick,  Hibah- 
man,  Hill,  Holmea,  Hooka,  Hoatetter,  Jonas  of  Ton- 
neaeec,  Keadall,  Kaut,  Kioaey,  Kioalny,  Laihrap.LU- 
tla,.   Uaeolfl,   Uan,   UvMmon,  Lowndei,  Lyiannj 
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HbcIij,  McCo;r,  MeCreaij,  MeLans  of  DcIiwiti, 
HcLeui  of  KeatDckj,  Halliiy,  Ueoeb,  Maigi,  Mernr, 
Melealf,  R.  Moore,  Mon«II,  Morion,  MMslef,  Mnnmy, 
N<>ta,  NalMD  <rf  MHMchuMtta,  Pirkei  of  Muu- 
ehnwtti,  P>rker  of  Vii^nii,  PatMnon,  Pbelpa  Philioii, 
Planer,  QiuuriM,  BanUn,  Reed,  Rbaa,  Rioh,  Rkh- 
udi,  Rtohmaml,  Bngeis,  Rom,  Ron,  &mpM>n,  Saw- 
yer, Sergeant,  Settle,  Shaw,  Silabce,  Sloan.  SloeuEab, 
SMith  of  New  Jereey,  A.  Smjth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of 
Nofth  Carolina,  Soutbard,  SteTcae,  Slocra,  Stceel, 
Strong  of  Veimont,  Strong  qf  New  Yoik,  Swe«iia(en, 
Tan,  Tavlor.  Terrell,  Tomlinaon,  Tompkins,  Tracy, 
Trimble,  Tnckuof  Vkgioii,  Tucker  of  SonlbCnidina, 
Tjlar,  Warldd,  Wendorer,  Wbitman,  Williame  of 
North  Canlina,  and  Wood~140. 

So  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  w>b  negatlTed.* 

TaniiBDAY,  March  80. 

On  motioD  of  Mr.  Slocuhb,  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  were  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  having  a  liEhthouse  built  at  Ocracock 
Inlet,  in  the  State  of  North  Catolina. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Woodbridox,  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims  were  inatnicted  to  iaqaire  into  the 
expediency  of  allowing  to  Robert  Smart  one  hun- 
dred dollars  for  a  hors^  and  ninety  dollars  for 
boards,  which  horse  and  boards  wereimptessed  for 
the  public  use. 

Mr.  Sawyer  submitted  the  following  resolution : 

RttoUtd,  That  a  committee  be  appoilUed  te  toqnire 
into  the  expediency  of  aboliihiDg  luch  offices  of  the 
oiutome  as  it  may  be  proper  lo  suppren  in  conie- 
quence  of  their  nnproductiTeoeu,  tbeir  iQotiUty,  or 
from  any  other  caou ;  and  that  they  have  leiTe  to  re- 
port by  bill  or  otherwiee. 


ptNntteVal 
An  iaddeat  oocnnad  yealaeday,  in  Iha  Heaag  of 
Sepneentativet,  wfaieh,  bving  ntha  out  of  the  cen- 
Bon  line,  and  eonoeroiDg  onwelTes,  la  entitled  to  a  eep- 
aiats  notice  ftom  the  edilsn. 

Mr.  Randolph,  of  Virginie,  mad*  •  motion  Id  the 
fbllowing  eflecl,  if  not  in  the  folhnring  word* : 


at  B^orteri 

Suob  a  motion,  foDiid  on  the  Jtoomala  of  the  Hotue, 
though  nlUmately  rejected,  ■■  we  wereiora  It  wouUbe 
by  a  large  majarity,  might  not  perhaps  add  to  our  rep- 
■talian  in  the  eyes  of  those  who  oocne  after  ns;  yet,  for 
the  present  generation,  we  trost 

Jond  the  reach  of  either  moLioni 
igistalive  body.  Haring  neeiv 
Ungnished  an  honor,  it  It  pn^r 
BoUceofit. 

The  ground  of  thia  motiaB,  il  appeeia,  is  an  alleged 
Ineccnracy  in  the  report  of  a  oerlain  proceeding  in  the 
Hooee  of  RepreaentaUiea  on  Thunday  laeL  Before 
proceeding  further  it  it  u  well  lo  state,  that  it  ia  ab- 
•nrd  to  hold  that  eonduetora  of  newspaper*  are  bonnd 
to  publish  mom  than  they  know,  or  even  more  than 
they  choose ;  anil  that  it  is  enough,  if  they  inadveit- 
entiy  err.  eheerfnlly  locotrecl  ihe  error,  on  proper  r«p- 
reeentationa  tbersof  being  made  to  them- 

On  Sundey  morning  last,  then,  the  fbDowing  note 
Wat  received  at  our  ofBee  : 
7b  Ihe  Bditiirt  ef  tht  Netionai  InMl^tmttr.- 
Uetars.  Giles  &.  Setton;  On  Thnreday  laet  I  look 


!q  mbmilting  the  resolotion,  Mr.  6.  said  he 
would  barely  ofoerre  that  its  adoption  was  so  ur- 
gently called  for.  both  from  the  situation  of  the 
Treasury,  as  well  as  from  the  disproportion  be- 
tween the  services  rendered,  and  the  salaries  re- 
oeived,  by  the  officers  whose  posts  were  contem- 
plated to  t>e  suppcessed,  that  he  was  surprised  the 
subject  bad  not  been  proposed  to  this  House  be- 
fore. If  the  resolution  were  adopted,  Mr.  S.  wa« 
sure  a  saving  might  be  )uinuall]r  made  of  7  or 
8,000  dollars  without  the  least  detriment  to  the 
public. 

The  reaolution  w«s  ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUe. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowhdbs,  the  Secretary  for 
the  Department  of  the  Navy  was  directed  to  in- 
form this  House  whether  Ihe  commander  of  the 
Ontario,  dtihng  her  late  cniise  in  the  Pacific 
ocean,  received  any  present  from  the  Viceroy  rf 
Lima,  and,  if  he  did,  what  disposition  has  been 
made  thereof;  vhetiier  he  received  on  board  the 
Ontario  any  citizens  or  subjects  of  a  foreign 
Power,  and  any  money  or  meets  belonginff  to 
foreiAi  subjects  or  citizens,  to  be  transported  irom 
one  loreign  port  to  another;  if  luch  foreign  sub- 
jects were  so  received,  whether  any  of  them  were 
in  the  military  or  naval  service  of^a  Goveromwt 
engaged  in  war ;  if  any  money  or  efiecis  were  so 
tiaiuporled,  whether  any  freight  was  received  on 
tbftt  aceooot ;  and  whether  any,  and  what,  iit- 
etructiona  hare  beoi  given  fay  the  Dqiartment  of 
the  Navy  reroectinff  the  transportation  in  public 
ships  of  the  United  States  of  passengers,  money, 
or  e&ets. 

The  bill  from  the  Seaale,  entitled  "An  act  sup- 
plementary to  the  aereral  acta  for  the  adjustment 


particular  nntioa  that  there  waa  no  reporter  in  the 
Uonte.  I  am,  therefbre,eaTpriaed,  aa  well  aa  ihocked, 
to  find  the  report  (snch  at  it  is)  of  the  proceeding* 
relative  to  the  lets  Slephen  Decatur,  Eiq.,  of  the  ITnited 
States  Navy,  and  request  to  be  informed  how  It  found 
iti  way  into  your  pmper.    Your  ob't  lervant, 

J.  RANDOLPH, 

BtTWt AT, MarthK.  Of  Boanokt. 

The  ftrtt  emotion  of  the  editors,  on  reading  thia  note, 
w«B  that  of  iiirpiiae ;  no  intimalion  having  been  re- 
ceived, from  any  other  quarter,  either  before  or  line* 
the  receipt  of  the  KbovenBta,  of  the  least  inoorrcctneaa 
in  our  tcconnt  of  the  proceeding*.  With  that  cour- 
tesy, however,  which,  if  not  our  doty,  it  has  tlwtye 
been'our  wieh  to  obeerve  towards  these  wha  addrese 
na  on  metier*  ef  bueinese,  the  bllowlng  aanrer  waa  re- 
tarned  to  Mr.  Randolph's  note ; 

Sdhdat,  JbrcA  16,  1800. 
Hon.  John  Randolph. 

Sir :  He  report,  to  whidi  you  reEn  in  your  note  of 
Ihe  Utb,  w*)  derived  from  sonrees  entitled  to  high 
credit ;  particniar  care  being  taken  not  lo  impnte  U 
you  sny  language  which  might  be  inbiect  to  mivepre- 
eentation.  Your  speech  on  Uie  fbljowiog  day  wai  re- 
ported, and  will  be  tabeaitted  lo  yon  1^  revision  whan 
traaecTibed.     Venr  reapeelfnlly,  dee. 

GALES  &  SEATON. 

These  tvro  notaa  are  only  introdnoed  to  the  pnblie 
eye,  beeaaee  a  part  of  oar  note  waa  referred  to  by  Ur. 
Keodolph,  in  introducing  his  motion  jeeterday,  and 
beoauae  they  aerra  to  show  the  gnuada  of  hia  mudoB, 
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H.  OP  R. 


of  land  clainui  in  Uie  SMle  of  Louidana,"  was 
lead  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  piissed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  apportioniog  the  Representatives  in  the 
Seveateentn  Confess,  to  be  elected  in  the  States 
of  Massachusetts  and  Maine,  and  for  otbet  pur- 
poses ;"  in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee;  and  Messrs.  Holmes,  Mason,  Hill. 
Sbaw,  and  WatTMAN,  were  appointed  the  saia 
committee' 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  A.  Dtz  then 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  being 
supported  by  Mr.  Wii.lums,  of  North  Carolina, 
and  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  traasmitting  ageneral  abstract 
of  the  militia  of  the  United  Stales,  in  pursuance 
of  the  act  of  March  the  3d,  1803— Read. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  of  this  House, 
entitled  "Ad  act  maRiog  appropriations  for  the 
military  serrice  of  the  Uaited  States  for  the  year 
1820,"  with  amendments.  They  have  also  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain 
Euffeiers  by  fire  at  Savannah,  in  Georgia  ;"  and  a 
joint  resolution,  directing  ttie  President  of  the 
Senate  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  adjourn  their  respective  Houses  on 
Monday  the  34ib  of  April  next;  in  which  amend- 
ments, bill,  and  resolution,  they  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union  be  discharged  from  the 


The  ttsU  in  legird  to  the  aecoant  of  procemtingi, 
to  nhich  exception!  h*Te  been  tikin,  ara  limpl;  thewi. 
The  editor!  of  thii  paptr  have  at  tinea  other  matlera 
to  Kttend  to,  of  some  imparunca  to  their  reader!  ai 
well  u  to  themaeliei,  besides  obierving  anil  noting 
the  proceeding*  of  the  two  Hou!e!  orOoogrei!.  It  ao 
bappeaed,  that  he  who  attended  the  RepreaeDtaliTu' 
Hall  on  that  dav,  having  been  olfaerwiae  occupied,  did 
not  reach  the  Houee  until  half  an  hoar  after  the  ait- 
ling  commenced,  when  the  jea«  and  na^n  wen  in  the 
act  of  being  recorded  by  the  Clerk,  on  tbe  question  of 
sdjonmmenU  Deairous  of  proper!;  itsting  what  had 
taken  place,  information  waa  aoughl  Tar,  ccdlected,  and 
arranged  nith  anuaual  care  to  avoid  error;  and,  with 
a  particular  ileaire  to  guard  againat  the  poMihUily  of 
miiatating  an;  part  of  Hr.  Handolph'a  Uagaage,  it 
was  stated  ao  gaaerally  aa  not  to  be  capable  of  mia- 
apprehensioD.  Had  any  gentlenian,  wboie  name 
waa  menlioneil  in  the  account  of  that  liay'a  proceed- 
inga,  pointed  out  an  error  in  respect  to  bimaelr,  it 
would  at  tbe  time  have  been,  according  to  our  invari- 
able naagp,  promptly  acknowledged  and  corrected.  It 
•ball  yet  be.  What  ne  did  not  know,  we  could  not 
■tale.  If  any  thing  materia]  tvaa  ihown  to  be  omitted, 
the  defect  would  have  been  lapplied  ;  anditahall  jetbe. 

The  motion  above  ataled,  nti  propoied  by  Mr.  8tro- 
tber,  of  Virginia,  to  be  amended,  by  adding  thereto 
wortta  to  the  filloning  eSect: 

"  VnUi*  the  infurmaliun  rtguired  bi/ the  gtatbman 
from  Virginia,  itfumitkcd  bu  to-fnomnc  morning,''' 
16tb  Con.  1st  Sbsb^-A 


conaidetation  of  the  bill  to  authorize  the  Preei- 
dent  of  the  United  Slates  to  take  possession  of 
East  and  West  Florida,  and  establish  a  temporary 
government  therein,  and  that  it  lie  on  the  taUe. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  Hct  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal  m>- 
resentatives  of  Nicholas  Vreeiand,  deceased."  The 
bill  was  reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  authorizing  payment  to  be  made  for  cer- 
tain muskets  impressed  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States."  The  bill  was  repotted  with  an 
amendment;  which  waaconcturedmhy  tbe  House, 
and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senat^  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Cassia,  widow  and 
administratrix  of  Patrick  Cassin,  deceased."  Tbe 
bill  was  reported  without  amendment,  and  wu 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"Au  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Swartwout." 
The  bill  was  reported  without  amendment,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  ■ 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Harding,  Giles 
Harding,  John  Shule,  and  John  Nichols?'  The 
bill  was  reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 


Whereupon,  we  nndantand,  Mr.  R.,  at  tbe  anggea- 
tion  of  a  friend,  withdren  Lti  motion,  to  give  an  op- 
partunily.  before  renewing  it,  to  us  to  diacloae  to  him 
the  name*  of  those  who  furniahid  ua  with  an  account 
of  the  proceeding  referred  to  in  his  nota  aa  above. 

Aa  we  aia  persuaded  that  Mr.  Slrolher  it  not,  either" 
with  or  without  motive,  unfriendly  to  us,  nor  yet  t» 
the  freedom  of  tbe  preas,  but  the  contrary,  we  will 
only  eay  of  hia  auggoatisn  tbat,  followed  up,  it  would 
lead  him  Into  a  labyrinth  of  dodrinea,  dangerous  Id 
the  etireme  to  the  righia  of  the  citizen,  and  which  he 
would  be  the  first  to  diaelaim. 

With  respect  to  the  admiision  into  the  Ball  of  Bop. 
reientativea,  it  i>  a  privilege  to  which,  we  trnit,  we 
give  ita  due  importance.  But,  were  it  ten  times  more 
valuable  than  it  ia,  the  menace  of  eiclDcion  from  the 
Hall  would  not  induce  aa  to  swerve,  on  thi*  occuiOD, 
from  our  duty  ;  wjiich  ia,  to  reaiet  every  attempt,  from 
whatever   quarter,    to    invade    the  privikga   of  the 

It  will  be  merely  decorous  iu  ui  voluntarily  to  ex- 
elude  oUTiclvea  from  ^e  Hall,  until  the  qneatioa  on 
Mr.  Randolph's  matian  ia  aettled,  if  it  ia  lo  be  settled 
at  all,  by  a  vote  of  the  Houte. 

We  shall  endeavor,  however,  to  give  oar  readers  an 
idea  of  wbat  ia  guing  on  there  meenwhile;  and,  if  we 
do  not  give  the  ipeecbea  of  the  members,  we  shall  at 
leut  bavs  the  aatiafactioa  of  being  mn  that  we  htva 
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"An  mat  BOthoriziDg  the  Becretarr  of  State  to  I 
issue  letters  patent  lo  Richard  Wilcox."  The 
bill  was  reported  without  amendment,  and  or- ! 
AenA  lo  be  read  a  third  time  lo-morrow.  i 

The  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of  [ 
tbe  Whde  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Amhony  S.  Delisle,  Rd- 
■ward  B.  Dudley,  and  John  M.  Van  Cleef."  The 
bill  iTss  reported  without  amendment,  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  third  time  lu-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  President,  Directors, 
and  Company,  of  the  Merchants'  Baob  of  NeW' 
port,  in  Rhode  Island."  The  hill  was  reported 
without  amendment,  and  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  e  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jennings  O'Bannon." 
The  bill  was  reported  without  amendment. 
'  Mr.  Foot  moved  to  amend  the  said  bill,  by 
transposing  tbe  words  on  tht  txhOMion  of  proper 
voucher!,  from  the  place  in  which  they  stand,  to 
come  in  n«zt  after  the  words  Trtamtry  Dtparltneut. 

And,  the  quention  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
detemiiDed  in  the  oegaitTe,  and  the  bill  was  or- 
dored  lo  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 
BALE  OF  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  fur- 
ther to  suspend,  for  a  limited  lime,  tbe  sale  or  for- 
feiture of  land  for  failure  in  completing  the  pay- 
ment ibercon,"  was  read  the  third  time;  nndlae 
question  was  elated.  Shall  it  pass?  when 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Slocdmb  to  lay  the 
hill  on  the  table ;  which  was  opposed  by  Mr.  An- 

DBIteON. 

A  short  debate'lhen  arose  involving  the  merits 
of  tbe  bill,  which  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Hab- 
DIN,  Fdi-ler,  Brosb,  Hill,  Storrs,  Campsell, 
LowHDEB,  Rankin,  Beecher,  and  Cook,  and  op- 
posed by  Messrs.  Cobb  and  Slocoub. 

The  ground  on  which  the  bill  was  supported, 
was,  generally,  that  ihe  iodulreDce,  proposed  to  be 
extended  by  this  bill,  had  been  granted  for  so 
manv  successive  years,  thai  it  had  been  confi- 
dently calculated  upon  by  (he  purchasers  of  the 
public  lands;  and  that  there  was  nothing  in  the 
circumstaocesof  the  present  limes  whichmade  the 
iadulgeocB  lees  necessary  than  hitherto,  but  latber 
the  contrary.  Il  was  not  denied  that  this  indul- 
gence ought  lo  cease,  but,  it  was  said,  it  ought  not 
(o  cease  without  some  previous  intimation  of  the 
iuUntion  of  Congress  in  this  respect — such,  for 
example,  as  would  be  given  by  the  passage  of  tbe 
bill  now  depending  for  changing  the  mode  of  dis- 
posing of  the  pubnc  lands. 

The  bill  was  opposed  on  the  ground  that  it  was 
time  lo  change  a  syslem  which  daily  augmented 
the  debt  due  to  the  Treasury,  and  kept  from  it  so 
large  an  amount  of  money,  ai  a  lime  when  the 
Treasury  is  certainly  not  overflowing.  Some  re-  I 
lief,  probably,  was  necessary,  hut  it  was  worthy  of . 
iiMVuy  whether  it  could  not  be  better  given  in  a 
dinerent  form.     If  such  a  bill  as  this  was  to  pass 


at  this  snsion,  howevetj  it  was  contended  that  it 
ought  lo  he  ddayed  until  the  system  could  be  ex- 
amined, with  a  view  to  a  remedy  of  what  was  cer- 
tainly an  evil,  the  prepress  of  which  ouf^t  to  be 
arrested. 

The  motion  lo  lay  the  IhU  on  the  table  was 
overruled ;  and  it  was  finally  passed,  not  without 
opposition,  but  without  a  division,  and  returned  to 
the  Senate. 

REMISSION  OF  DUTIES. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  from  (he  Senaie  for 
the  relief  of  certain  persons  who  have  paid  duties 
on  certain  goods  imported  into  Castine. 

This  bilF  embraces  a  case,  in  which,  on  the  re- 
delivery of  Castine  to  tbe  United  Slates  at  tbe 
close  of  the  tale  wai,  certain  ibreigo  goods  were 
found  (her^  and  duties  thereon  were  levied  by  the 
collector  of  the  United  States,  though  the  same 
goods  had  previously  paid  (he  duiies  levied  there- 
on by  (he  Bridsh  au(horities.  ,Most  of  the  per- 
sons concerned  resisted  the  payment  demanded  by 
the  United  Slates  officers ;  and,  by  a  recent  decis- 
ion of  the  Supreme  Court,  they  are  exempted  from 
the  payment,  on  Ihe  ground  of  national  law. — 
Some,  however,  did  pay  their  bonds;  and  tliis  bill 
proposes,  in  order  (o  place  them  on  the  same  foot- 
ing as  those  who  resisted  the  payment,  (o  rdund 
from  the  Treasury  the  amount  of  those  bonds. 

On  this  bill  a  debate  took  place,  it  being  opposed 
by  Messrs.  Holmes  and  Rhea,  and  supported  by 
Messrs.  Smitb  of  Maryland,  Sehdbant,  Silbbse, 
and  Mabon.  Messrs.  Tvler  and  Barbour  as- 
signed (he  reasons  why  they  should  vote  for  the 
bill ;  yet  disapproving  tne  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  which  appeared  to  make  its  passage  neces- 
sary, wilh  a  view  lo  equily  and  justice. 

Tne  bill  was  opposed  on  the  ^und  that,  in  all 
probabililv,  the  ^oods  in  question  bad  been  im- 
ported eilner  dnriug  the  war,  to  be  smugcled  into 
the  United  States — or,  after  the  conclusion  of 
peace,  but  before  the  place  was  given  up.  also  with 
a  view  (o  their  being  conveyed  into  (ne  United 
Slates,  and  thus  to  evade  the  duties  which  would 
have  been  payable  had  they  been  legally  imported 
into  the  United  States.  If  such  were  tbe  lact,  il 
was  said  that  the  duties  ought  not  to  be  refuaded. 

The  discussion  resulted  in  Ihe  Commiltee's  ris- 
ing wid  repotting  the  bill,  and  obtaining  leave  to 
sit  again. 

FaiDAY,  Haich  31. 

Mr.  W1LLIAM8,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  which  was  refened  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Rosalie  P.  Des- 
londe,"  made  a  detailed  report  (hereon,  recom- 
mending (ba(  (he  said  bill  be  pos(poned  indefi- 
nitdy;  which  report  and  bill. were  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Alexander  Suyth,  from  the  Committee 
on  Military  Aflairs,  who  were  inetruoted  (o  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  providing  for  the 
payment  of  a  gun  and  gun-carriage,  taken  by  the 
enemy  at  the  tntde  of  North  Point,  on  the  13th 
September,   1814,  made   an  uniaTorable  report 
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thereoD ;  whicb  'ma  read,  uid  udered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  amendmenta  proposed  by  (he  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriatioiis  for 
the  military  serriee  of  the  United  States  for  the 
year  1880,"  were  read,  aod  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  certain  sufferers  by  fire  at  Savannah, 
in  Georgia,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  resolutioD  trom  the  Senate,  fixing  a  period 
for  the  terminalion  of  the  present  seKsion  of  Con- 
gres3,  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  lelief  of  the 
heirs  and'represeiitaliTes  of  Nicholas  Vreeland, 
deceasedj  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  ques- 
tion having  been  put  on  its  passage — 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  that  the  bill  do  lie  od  the 
tftble;  which  motion  was  ne^tived. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  Shall  it  passi 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Ranoolph  then  rose,  and,  after  a  speech  of 
some  length,  to  enforce  the  propriety  of  a  respect- 
ful observance  of  tbis  day,  ^Good  Fridav,)  and  of 
the  duties  connected  with  !(■ — moved  tnai  when 
the  House  adjourn  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday 
next,  with  an  intimation  that  if  the  nioiion  should 
prevail,  he  would  forthwith  follow  it  with  a  mo- 
tion for  adjournment. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  over  to  Monday  was 
oegatived. 

Mt.  RANDOLPH  then  moved  tfiat  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

This  motion  was  also  pegativad — about  twenty 
risiog  in  favor  of  it. 

Bflls  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles, 
to  wit:  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  A.  Diz;  An 
act  authorizing  payment  to  be  made  for  certain 
muskets  impressed  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  (as  amended;)  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  John  O'Conaer,  deceased; 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Cassin,  widow  and 
administratrix  of  Patrick  Cassin,  deceased ;  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Swartwout:  An  act 
for  the  rdief  of  John  Harding,  Giles  Harding, 
John  Shute,  and  John  Nicholas;  An  act  author- 
izing the  Secretary  of  State  to  issue  letters  patent 
to  Richard  Wilcox ;  and  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Jennings  O'Bannon ;  were  severally  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

IMPORTATION  OF  BLAVE8. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Delisle,  Dudley,  and 
Van  Cleef,  being  read  a  third  time,  and  the  ques- 
tion stated  on  its  pawage— 

Mr.  CoGKE  moved  that  the  bill  be  indefinitely 
postponed. 

[This  is  a  case  in  which  the  forfeiture  has  been 
incurred  by  the  importation  of  six  domestic  ser- 
vants (slaves)  by  a  captain  of  a  vessd  from  a  for- 
eign port — he  being  omcially  assured  by  the  Consul 
of  the  United  States  resident  there,  in  writing, 
that  there  was  nothing  in  the  bws  of  the  United 
Blates  forbidding  the  importation  of  family  riaves. 


by  a  parson  importing,  himself  into  the  United 
States.  The  bill  proposes  a  remiiaion  of  the  for- 
feiture thus  incurred  without  any  intent  to  violate 
the  law.] 

The  motion  to  postpone  brought  on  a  debate  of 
conuderabte  extent  on  the  merits  of  the  bill ;  in 
which  Messrs.  Slocdhb,  Foot,  SnTLG,  McLarb, 
Smith  of  Mardand,  Banea,  Tomlihboh,  Whit- 
man. Stobhs,  Trimble,  Rhea,  Fuller,  Tavlob, 
and  LivKKMOBE,  took  part. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  said,  the  extreme 
anxiety  and  impatience  of  gentlemen  to  pass  the 
lull  under  consideration  had  surprised  him.  Six 
w«eks,  said  he,  have  been  spent  on  a  subject  involr- 
ing  no  principle  which  can  compare,  m  point  of 
importance,  wilb  this  Mil.  The  Missouri  questltm 
did  not  involve  the  question  of  freedom  or  slave- 
ry, but  merely  whether  slaves  now  in  the  coun- 
try might  be  permitted  to  reside  in  the  propo^ 
new  State  ;  and  whether  Congress  or  Missouri 
possessed  the  power  to  decide.  But,  sir,  we  are 
called  upon  by  this  bill  to  remit  a  penalty  incur- 
red for  a  violation  of  our  laws  "to  prohibit  the 
importation  of  slaves  into  our  country" — a  law  of 
all  oth^s  which  in  my  opinion  should  be  rigidly 
enforced  and  most  sacredly  regarded.  And,  sir.  1 
am  astonished  to  hear  genUemen,  who,  on  the  Mis- 
souri question,  which  not  only  agitated  this  House, 
but  the.  whole  country,  lo  its  base,  and  threaten- 
ed a  dissolutionof  the  Union ;  and  gentlemen  too, 
who.  on  that  occasion,  denounced  alias  the  friends 
of  slavery  who  honestly  difi^^d  with  them  in 
opinion  on  the  Constitutional  power  of  Congress ; 
yea,  sir,  and  who  boldly  declared  that,  fearleM  of 
alt  consequences,  they  would  impose  the  restric- 
tion ; — that  these  genilemen  should  now  be  the  &d- 
TQcales  for  a  virtual  r^ieal  of  the  only  law  which 
prohibits  the  importation  of  slaves  1  Sir,  if  yon 
pass  this  bill,  you  open  your  ports  immed^Iely  to 
the  importation  of  slaves,  without  number,  under 
the  head  of  domettice. 

I  entr^t  gentlemen  to  pause,  if  indeed,  as  they 
profess,  they  are  disposed  to  jirevent  the  slave  trade. 
Qo,  sir,  with  me  lo  Martinique,  and  witness  the 
attempts  made  by  citizens  of  the  United  Stales  lo 
sDuiggle  slaves  into  the  United  Slates  under  this 
pretence  1  If  they  may  be  admitted  as  domestics, 
every  vessel  will  be  full-freighted  with  these  do- 
jnesHc  servants,  and  the  slave  will  be  as  free  as 
be&re  the  passage  of  your  law. 

But,  say  the  ^lentlemen,  this  petitioner  is  in- 
nocent— he  was  Ignorant  of  your  laws.  If  so.  1 
would  ask,  why  did  he  applv  to  the  commercial 
agent,  to  inqmre  whether  aojitettic  slaves  might 
safely  be  brought?    Look,  sir,  at  the  letter  of  the 


commercial  agent  to  this  petitioner,  and  say,  i 
you  can,  that  the  petitioner  was  ignorant  of  ou_ 
laws?  No,  sir,  (he  petitioner  knew  our  law — he. 


,  knew  It  was  in  violation  of  lliat  law — and  if, 
sir,  after  this,  he  was  disposed  to  trust  the  chance 
of  escape  01  evasion  of  thai  law,  which,  of  all 
others,  should  be  most  rigorously  enforced,  I  shall 
never  give  my  vote  for  his  relief. 

Pass  this  bill,  sir,  and  you  mar  employ  your 
armies  and  navies  in  vain  to  brOK  up  this  moit 
inhuman  and  barbarous  traffic. 
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The  questioD  on  ind^nite  posCpoDemeoi  wai  at 
length  decided  in  the  negative— 89  to  67, 

A  doubt  was  tben  sugg:eated  bf  Mr.  Barboob, 
whether  Congress  poss^sed  the  power  to  remit 
that  portion  of  the  forfeilure  which  by  law  accrues 
lo  the  tnfonnere  or  proseculors  of  the  alleged  of- 
fenee,  and  whether  the  bill  therefore  did  not,  in  this 
mpect,  require  a  limitatjoD  to  that  portion  of  the 
poialty  which  accrued  to  the  United  Slatea. 

Hereupon  further  debate  took  place;  and  a  mo- 
tion was  made  by  Mr.  Pindall  to  recommit  the 
bill,  with  instructions  so  to  amend  it  as  to  remit 
only  that  portion  of  the'  forfeiture  which  has  ac- 
crued to  the  use  of  the  United  States ;  which 
motion  was  decided  affirmatively  by  a  vote  of  64 
to  52. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENBIONB. 


md  naral  service 
Toluiionary  war,"  passed  on  the  ISth  of  March, 
1818;  and  the  said  bill  being  read — 

Mr.  Barbods  moved  to  amend  the  same,  by 
■triking  out  the  third  section  and  inserting  in  lieu 
thereofthe  following: 

8sc.  3.  And  be  it  furUur  cnaeitd,  Tbit  the  let  to 
which  ihis  is  an  sneniliDeDi  (ball  be  so  eoDitrnsd  si 
thai  DO  pcrsoD  shall  bs  enLilled  lo  its  proniians  whoM 

(ropsrtj  it  of  the  vstue  of ,  nhtch  islus  sbsll 
a  liken  Trani  ihr  eitimstion  of  the  ntnrt  to  which 
ttis  ichcilule  shsll  be  exhibited,  ind  which  ii  htrein- 
befbre  nquiieil  to  be  eertiSed  to  the  Secrelarr  of 
W.r. 

And,  the  qaestion  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Whitman  then  moved  an  amendment  to 
strike  out  the  whole  of  the  said  bill,  except  the 
enacting  clause,  and  to  substitute  in  lieu  thereof 
the  following ; 

8ic.  1.  That  everj  person  who  maj  hereafter  apply 
for  s  pensLDn  undtr  the  act  to  wblch  this  ii  in  addi- 
tion, iball  file  nilh  the  jadge  wfao  maj  admiDislBr  (he 
osth  in  relation  lo  (he  aerfice  o[  the  applicant,  an 
additional  affidavit,  apedrying  the  kindi,  end  Ibe 
amount  in  value  of  tich  kind,  of  all  and  tingolir  bis 
fooda,  chattels,  land*,  and  lenementa,  rigbla  and 
eradita,  if  any,  of  which  he  may  be  aeiiad  and  poe- 
seised  at  the  tinaoT  making  hii  api'lieatian ;  and, 
alio,  the  income,  if  any,  he  miy  bava  from  any  other 
■OQTCe,  and  compTtsing  his  ability  to  labor  in  aid  of 
hisaubuitance;  and  cibibiling  the  state  and  degree 
of  bia  reduced  drcnmstaDCaa  in  lir^  and  of  bli  need 
of  aistiiance  from  hii  country  for  aupporl;  and  do- 
clariog  that  he  has  doI,  since  the  paasage  of  the  act 
to  which  Ibis  is  in  addition,  in  any  minner  alienated, 
asaigned,  traniferrcd,  sold,  or  conveypd,  anj  portion 
of  hii  eititp,  or  in  any  manner  encumbered  the  aame, 
with  a  view  to  become  enliiled  to  the  benefit  tbereof; 
which  affidavit,  being  corroborated  hy  oi  her  testimony, 
to  the  tatisfaclion  of  the  judge,  and  being  ccrliSrd  liy 
him  10  have  been  *□  proved,  ahalt  be  forwirded  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  with  the  oiber  pipers  of  the  ippli' 
cant,  required  by  the  act  to  which  liiii  ii  in  addition. 

8bc.  S.  And  bt  it  furlAtr  tnatltd,  Tbat  &e  Sec- 
tary or  War  ahall  be,  and  hu  hereby  ia,  required, 
whanever  he  shall  have  been  informed,  and  wbanavei 


he  shall  have  gond  oanse  to  appnhend,  snd  shall,  JB 
(act,  apprehend,  that  a  pensiun  haa  been  grantad, 
— '-t  the  act  10  which  this  ii  in  addition,  to  an;  pe(> 
lol  JDitty  entitled  thereto,  be  shall  cansa  notiee 
thereof  to  be  given  to  aach  pensioner,  who  shall, 
upon,  file  bis  affidavit,  in  the  lome  manner,  and 
cnmpnsing  the  same  particalars,  ai  are  herein  fiirtber 
provided,  in  the  ease  of  all  farther  ap^icalions  under 
the  act  to  which  this  is  in  addition ;  and  coaUioiilg 
any  other  facta  which  the  Secretary  of  War  may  pra- 
''  s  to,  and  require  of,  luch  applicant,  in  relatton  to 
rrm  of  aervicu,  and  the  corps  or  line  in  which  ha 
may  have  served;  and  the  affidavit,  being  so  filed, 
proved,  and  certiGed,  ahall  be  forwarded  lo  the  8ee- 
retary  of  War,  who,  on  inspection  thereof,  ahalt  de- 
cide whether  such  pensioner  be  entitled  lo  his  pen- 
sion, snd  shall  eonUnae  or  revoke  the  same  accord* 
ingly ;  and  no  pension  shall  be  paid  lo  any  pensioner, 
which  shall  hsve  become  due,  after  notice,  as  afora- 
said,  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  thst  his  right  lo  a 
tosion  has  become  donbtTuI,  nnlil  the  Secretary  of 
In  iball  have  decided,  on  inspection  of  Ibe  affidavit 
'  to  he  forwarded,  thit  the  pensioner  is  justly  entitled 

Bsc.  3.  And  be  ii  further  enacted.  That  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  ahall  ciuss  each  of  the  district  attor- 
neys  and  marshals  of  the  United  States  to  be  furnished 
with  a  liat  of  the  peniiunera  reaiding  within  their  r»- 
spective  districts;  and  it  ahall  be  the  duty  of  the  said 
attorneys  snd  marshals  ti)  acquaint  the  Secretary  of 
with  every  case  in  which  they  may  apprehend 
any  person  haa  been  andnly  placed  on  the  pen- 
list;  and  it  shall,  moreover,  be  the  duty  of  the 
aaid  attorneys  lo  fay  such  lists  before  the  grand  ja- 
ron,  at  each  and  every  term  of  the  courts  of  lb* 
United  States  at  which  a  grand  jary  ihail  be  aiiem- 
bled,  and  examine  each  and  every  of  them,  aa  to  any 
knowledge  he  may  have  of  any  person  on  aaid  list 
who  shall  not  be  JQilIy  entitled  to  said  pension  ;  and 
any  attorney  who,  on  inch  inquiry,  ahill  have  roaaon 
to  apprehend  that  any  perioa  named  on  said  liat  has 
no  juit  claim  to  a  pension,  ha  shalJ  acqaainl  the  Seo- 
retary  of  War  therewith. 

Sac.  4.  And  be  it  JuHJUr  enacted.  That  an;  poi- 
son, being  the  agent  or  attorney  of  any  pensioner, 
shall,  befbra  he  shall  receive  the  penuon  whicb  ahal 
at  any  time  become  due  to  hia  cunstituent  or  princi- 
pal, declare,  on  oath,  or  affirmation,  before  some  tnb- 
giitrate  competent  lo  adminiiter  the  same,  that  he  has 
not,  directly  or  indirectly,  either  as  the  creditor  of  his 
constituent  or  principal,  or  otherwise,  any  claim  to, 
or  contract  in,  tba  moosy,  or  any  part  or  it,  which  ha 
may  bs  about  to  receive;  and  that  ha  will,  witbont 
unnecessary  delay,  pay  aver  the  money  he  may  re- 
ceive, withonl  deducting  any  fee  or  reward  therefor, 
other  than  that  which  he  may  pay  to  a  magiilnle  for 
autbanticaling  tbe  documents  required  lo  entitle  hint, 
sa  agent  or  attorney,  to  receive  aacb  pension,  to  Iha 
peniioner,  peraonally,  or  to  hia  gnardiso,  eiecotor.  Or 
adminiatralor,  entitled  to  receive  the  lame. 

Sac.  fi.  And  bt  ii  further  enacted.  That  if  an* 
peraon  wbslaver  shall  wilhhold  sny  pension  certiA- 
cate  from  sny  ponaioner,  his  guardian,  eiecutnr,  or 
adminiatiator,  lawfully  entitled  to  the  poaseaaion  of 
the  same,  nnder  sny  protence  whatever,  slier  rea- 
snnalile  notice  sad  demand  to  deliver  tbe  same,  he 
ahall  forfeit  and  pay  lo  the  person  entitled  to  tho  poa- 
saision  of  sui^h  certilicsle,  to  and  for  Ibe  nss  of  each 
penaioner,  his  heir^  or  assigns,  twice  the  smeuol  of 
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tune  before  ibe  ■nrramlar  of  luch  ctrtificate  lo  the 
perioD  JDittf  BDlilled  to  tba  poiiuiioD  lliertof ;  lo  be 
ncoTcreJ  bj  action  of  debt,  in  aaj  court  proper  to  tfj 
tba  aaine. 

&te.  B.  And  be  it  furiher  aiaelid,  That,  in  cue  of 
Ibe  inuDity  of  id;  penoo  entitleil  lo  tbe  beaeGU  of 
tbe  act  lo  which  tbii  ia  ia  addition,  bin  applicaltoD 
tbererai  may  be  made  bj  guardian,  or  the  penoa  or 
penoni  lo  nbom,  b;  law,  tbe  cualody  of  auch  ioaaDS 
peraoD,  ht«  gooda  and  affacli,  iball  hafe  been  a>- 
aigncd.  wbo  ahall  atata  tha  facia,  a  atatement  of  nhieh 
•roold,  olhenriie,  haTe  baen  required  of  auch  ioaaoe 
paraoQ  )  aad  ahaU  airear,  or  affirm,  ibat  the  aanie  are 
true,  aocording  to  iba  beat  of  bia  or  their  knawledga 
Bud  belief;  and  ahall,  alao,  prodnce  other  eTidence  of 
tha  liuth  thaieofl  to  the  aaliafaclien  of  the  jnJga  who 
ahiU  attend  to  the  verification  of  ancb  facta. 

8ic.  7.  And  be  ii  Jiirlker  enacted.  That  any  par- 
ion  who  ahall,  wittingly  and  willingly,  tatti^  falaely 
iu  relation  to  any  matter  and  thing  required  by  tbia 
act,  aball  be  deemed  and  laLen  lo  ba  guilty  of  the 
crime  of  peijurji  and,  being  thereof  comic  led,  ahall 
be  pnniabed  accorilingly. 

The  said  sobstiiule  being  read — 
Mr.  BLOOwriELD  mored  Diat  the  bill  lie  on  the 
table;  wbieh  being  rejected,  the  quntioa  wai 
then  taken  on  the  aniHidment  moTed  by  Mi. 
Wbztman,  and  determined  in  the  negative. 

Ht.  Stobbb  moved  to  amend  the  bul  by  striking 
out  the  word  "  indigent,"  in  the  sixth  line  of  the 
third  section.  And,  ontheqaestion  to  agree  there- 
to, it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  then  said, 
be  was  not  able  to  discover  any  good  reason  for  a 
distinction  between  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Rerolutioikary  war  now  reduced  to  porerty ;  and, 
as  putting  ihem  on  the  same  footing  would  save 
to  the  country  annuallv  a  considerable  siiin  of 
money,  he  moved  to  ada  the  following  as  a  new 
section  to  the  bill : 

"  That  no  officer  who  now  ia,  or  may  hereafter  be 
placed  on  the  peDaion  liit,  ahall,  after  the  payment  of 
that  part  of  hia  penaion  which  became  due  on  Ibe  4tb 
day  of  March,  1830,  be  eotitted  to  receive  more  than 
tan  dollara  per  month,  the  same  a*  receiied  by  all  other 
persons  On  the  pension  liau" 

Tbe  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Can- 
non on  agreeing  to  this  motion,  were — for  the 
motion,  62 ;  agamst  it,  89  i  as  follows : 

Ys-Aa — Mean*.  Alexander,  Archer  of  Maiylnod, 
Archer  of  Virginia,  Ball,  Baiboor,  Beacfaer,  Brevard, 
Brown,  Bryan,  Burton,  Burwell,  Campbell,  Cannon, 
Cobb,  Cocks,  Cook,  Ciafta,  Crawford,  Culhbart,  Da- 
vidaoo.  Earle,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Flgjd,  Fal- 
gei,  Groea  of  PeanaylTania,  Hall  of  North  Carolina, 
Haiard,  Hendricks,  Hooks,  McCoy,  McCrearv,  Hc- 
X«an  of  ICentDcky,  Marchand,  Melcalf,  R.  Moara, 
OveratreM,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Flnmer,  Reed,  Rich, 
Bicharda,  Richmond,  Roberlaon,  Roaa,  Sawyer,  Settle, 
8baw,  Sloan,  Slocnmb,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Smith 


Allan  of  Tenneaaee.  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bateman, 
Bayly,  BloomGeld,  Boden,  Bruab,  Boffum,  Bntlerof 
Looiaiana,  Caae,  Clagett,  Clark.Calpeper,  Cnabnan, 
Darlington,  Dewitt,  Dickinaon,  Dowae,  Eddy,  Edward* 
of  Connecticut,  Fay,  Foot,  Ford,  Porreal,  Fuller,  Pal. 
lertop,  Uadllej,  Bolt  of  New  York.  Hall  of  Delawar*, 
Hardin,  Hibahman,  Hill,  Holmsa,  Boatettsr,  Jaaea  of 
Virginia,  Jonas  of  Tenneaaee,  Kendall,  Kent,  Kinaay, 
Kinaley,  Lalhrop,  Little,  Lincoln,  Linn,  Livarmore, 
Lonadea,  Maclay,  McLana  of  Delaware,  MaltaiT, 
Mason,  Mescb,  Meiga,  Mercer,  S.  Moors,  Monell,  Mor- 
ton, Murray,  NeaJe,  Nelson  of  Maaiachuaetti,  Nelaon 
of  Virginia,  Newton,  Parker  of  Maaaachnaella.  Falter- 
I,  Pbilaon,  PinJalt,  Pitcher,  (Juarlei,  Khea,  Rogers, 
Ruas,  Sampeoo,  Bilabee,  Smith  of  New  Jerasy,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  A.  Smytb  of  Virginia,  Strong  of  New 
York,  Taylor,TomlinBon,  Tracy,  Tyler,  Van  Renaaa- 
laar,  Wallace,  Wendover,  Whiiman  and  Wood. 

Mr.  LivERHOBE  moved  to  amend  that  part  of 
the  first  section  of  the  bill  which  requires  an  ap- 
pticanl  for  a  pension  to  swear,  or  amrm,  that  he 
was  a  midciU  citizen  of  the  United  Stales  on  the 
of  April,  1818,  by  striking  out  the  word  rai- 
dtat;  which  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Oahhon,  under  the  impression  that  the  ser- 
vice of  the  militia  had  been  of  as  much  importance, 
and  their  sacrifices  as  great  at  least  as  those  of  the 
continaital  soldiers,  moved  lo  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  a  new  section,  as  follows : 

Sic.  4.  And  be  it  fiirlber  enaeted.  That  the  officers, 
non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  and  pri*alea,  of 
the  militia,  who  have  perftrmed  aerrlce  to  the  amoant 
of  nine  months,  by  one  or  more  toora  of  duty,  during 
the  Revidutlonary  war,  aball  also  be  entitled  to  the 
proviiiona  of  tha  aforesaid  act,  paned  the  18th  of 
March,  1818. 

Mr.  Habdih  suggested  that  tbe  proposition  of 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  was  incomplete. 
He  oogbt  to  have  connected  with  it  provisions  for 
B  direct  tax  or  inlental  duties,  which  would  be  the 
necwaaf  y  consequeoce  of  a  measare  that  would  add 
full  five  millions  to  tbe  present  amount  of  expend- 
itures under  the  pension  act. 

Mr.  CuinoH  said,  he  wontd  tell  the  gentleman, 
if  Congress  weal  on  with  their  present  enormoia 
expenditures,  be  should  be  ready,  without  this  [m>- 
vision,  for  a  direct  tax.  He  placed  bis  motion,  he 
said,  on  the  groimds  of  equslity  and  justice,  which 
appeared  to  him  to  sustain  it 

Mr.  Bloohfibld  said  a  few  words  against  the 
motion ;  when  the  question  was  taken  thaean, 
and  decided  in  the  negative,  five  or  six  memben 
rising  in  support  of  it. 

Mr.  Camfbbll  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  adding  thereto  the  following  section : 

Bac  4.  And  be  it  farther  matted.  That  no  appU- 
eation  for  a  penwon  under  the  act  to  which  (hia  ia  an 
amandmeni,  ahall  ba  received  by  tha  Seeiqtaiy  of  Wat 
after  the  flrat  day  of  June,  ISM. 

This  motion  was  mppotted  by  the  mover,  «b4 
cjiposed  by  Messrs.  MoLban,  Litbbmobb,  Foot, 


onaw,  o«™,  ™«u™„,  „.  ™.u.  V,  ,„B,u,i^  «,n>.u  ,  CniJ-Bi>BE,BLOoiiriBLD,Mid  A.Swrni-^nd  wu 
of  North  Carolina,  Sonihaid,  Stevens,  Strong  of  V«r-    decided  in  tbe  negative,  without  a  dlTOBOn. 
mont,  Stiother,  Bwearingan,  Tarr,  TerreU,  Tompkina,       Mr.  Stbotbsb  moved  an  amendment,  to  smte 
Tacker  of  South  Carolina,  Walker,  and  Williama  of  out  the  whole  of  the  said  bilL  except  the  enactiBC 
Jfonh  Carolina.  clause,  and  to  subalitule,  in  lien  thereirf',  the  t.\- 

Nat«— Mean.  Abbot,  Adams,  AUan  of  New  York, '  lowing: 
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"  That  Dm  ttt,  MtitM  'An  ict  to  proriila  for  cir- 
tain  paM>iM  ei^fed  in  the  land  and  hit*!  Mribs  of 
Iha  Uniud  Btatn  in  the  RtprolntiSDV;  wir,'  paMsd 
dw  I8lh!day«f  Hneli,  1818,  be,  tad  tha  aam*  ia 
benby,  Mpctbd." 

Mr.  8.  said  be  voted  fot  the  lair,  witttont  fore- 
seeing the  extent  of  its  Dperation.  Beios  con- 
Tineed,  now,  that  its  beneSis  were  not  equal  lo  its 
(xpensiveness,  he  made  the  best  reparation  he  could 
to  the  country,  by  morina  its  repeal. 

M^-CanNom  assigned  the  reason  why.  contrary 
to  his  disposition  heretofore  expieased,  ne  shoBld 
Tote  for  the  repeal  of  the  law.  He  had  endeavored 
to  obtain  uneadmenta  to  the  lav^  to  {dace  the  of- 
fieoa  and  aotdienon  the  same  fo«Tting,  and  toplaoe 
the  miliiiatmm,  of  equal  or  grater  merit  on'the 
■ame  fooliDE  aa  the  coDtluentai  soldier.  In  tboe 
olfjecta,  he  Bad  failed ;  and  he  fait  himself  now 
bound  to  Tote  for  the  repeal  of  a  law  unjust  and 
inequitable  in  its  operation. 

Mr.  CuBBMAN,  of  Massachusetts,  spok«  aa  f<ri- 
lowi: 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  oppos>sd  to  the  amendment 
BOW  imder  consideration,  as  well  as  to  most  of  the 
provisions  of  the  bill,  as  rraorted  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means:  for,  as  much  as  I  regret 
that  the  revenue  ahotdd  be  burdened  with  a  list  of 
pensioners,  of  almost  every  description,  1  should 
more  deeply  regret  that  th«  law  granting-  aid  to 
the  Revolutionary  Eoldier.  in  reduced  circum- 
stances,  should  be  repeslea,  or  even  modified  to 
his  detriment.  This  repeaJ,  sir,  or  modification, 
vonld  be  attended  with  consequntcea  to  be  depTO' 
«ated.  It  would  shake  a  confidence  in  the  prom- 
ises of  Government,  and  excite  suapicionsinjarioaa 
to  its  repidation  for  wisdom  or  mtrtode  What, 
air,  wiU  you,  of  your  own  good  vrill  and  pleasure, 
mike  a  otatuit^,  and  gnaraBty  yoor  bounty  for 
life,  by  ail  the  iocmalitics  of  law  and  jitfilce,  ahd 
Dpaa  eKperiencing  aome  triTial  ineoBTeniencMt, 
aome  tanpotary  acaatiiKSi  of  fnnda,  sonte  delay  in 
eoUecting  your  revenoea,  rescind  voar  solemn  en- 
jignmrnlT  Wlio  heteaftei  will  have  any  reli- 
ase*  on  yotv  plighted  &.itk  1  Sud  a  eoadaci 
wonU  degrade  an  individual,  and  will  it  comport 
with  the  honor  and  dignity  of  a  gt^t  nation,  if 
Hot  with  an  overflowing  treasury,  rich  in  resourced 
Will  it  not  serve  to  streng^en  the  opiiiion,  too 
readily  adopted,  that  a  Government  by  the  pinple 
ia  unstable  and  flnetoatiagi  that  it  is  character- 
iatic  of  all  republics  to  be  nngtateful  1  It  bdonga 
to  the  American  Republic,  by  a  mss&fiDimoua 
policy,  to  wipe  away  this  vile  rei»vee&-^to  pre- 
vent this  foul  stain. 

The  present  generatioD,  living  in  ease  and  bask- 
ing in  the  auiubine  of  proaperity,  can  form  nc 
a£i}uate  conception  of  WAat  the  anny  (J  the  Rev- 
olution auffered  in  the  eauae  of  liberty,  to  [Hevent 
tin  tyranny  meditated  for  this  coimtry. 

In  the  fact  year!  of  the  wtei  the  aoldiets  enliated 
■with  little  or  no  bounty;  Mrrad  with  little  or  no 
pay}  fie^iendy  subeisted  on  scanty  rations ;  and, 
fcVigry,  tainty,  and  withotit  conTenient  clothing, 
endured  the  severest  fatigue.  They  took  the  fleU 
in  the  lowest  ebb  of  their  country's  fortime,  with 
no  prospect  before  them  but  victory  or  death. 


Amldtt  the  indemency  of  the  aeasons  tbey  per- 
formed difficult  marches,  while  the  falling  snows 
were  discolored,  or  the  frozen  ground  besprinkled, 
with  the  blood  issuing  from  their  laceraled  feet. 
On  the  cold  earth  they  bivouacked,  exposed  to  the 
beating  storms,  with  no  other  covenng  but  the 
canopy  of  the  fieavens.  Under  every  discourage- 
meot  they  persevered,  and  in  every  scene  of  action 
or  distress  displayed  a  patience  and  fortitude,  a 
patriotism  and  valor,  wbiob  no  ob&tacles  could 
overcome,  no  dangers  vppal.  They  suffered,  they 
fought  and  bled,  not  to  swell  the  trinrnphs  of  a 
proud  conqueror,  not  to  eaalave  any  portion  of 
mankind,  bnt  in  the  cause  of  justice  anil  human- 
ity, lo  amdiorale  the  condition  of  their  fdlow^ 
men,  and  their  achievenients  were  such  as  to 
aatoniah  and  delight  the  world.  They  broke  the 
tod  of  the  opiM'essor,  and  procured  for  an  aggrieved 
peaple  freedom,  sorereignty,  and  independence- 

Tb  an  houoiable  geatlemitn  from  Maryland, 
(Mr.  B.  Shits,)  as  wdl  a?  to  an  honorable  gen- 
tleraan  frota  New  Jersey,  (Mr.  BLoonnELD,)  who 
partook  in  the  suD^rings,  and  aided  the  triumphs, 
of  the  Revolutionary  army,  I  dare  appeal  for  the 
eeneral  correctness  of  what  1  have  here  afflnned. 
la  it  crediUe ;  does  it  not  rather  exceed  belief,  thai 
a  single  mtRtuur  ahonld  be  heard,  an  unpleasant 
sensation  indulged,  because  the  soldier,  who  de- 
voted the  bloom  and  vigor  of  life  to  save  hia 
country  fr<iin  oppraaon,  should  receive  fhlnl  that 
country  a  snaaB  bomil  la  it  manly;  is  it  gen- 
erous ;  does  it  coinport  even  with  equity,  to  take 
from  him  this  boon,  and  leave  him  nothing  to 
show  for  his  prowesa  and  toils  but  prrCTty,  wretch- 
edness, and  scar*?  Let  no  such  injustice, sir, atalK 
your  journals.  Let  it  never  be  recorded  t^*  his- 
tory's golden  pea.  Does  it  become  those  who, 
privileged  mth  a  seat  within  these  magnificent 
walla ;  who  behold  the  splendora  of  the  Capitol ; 
who  solace  themselves  io  the  el^Bnt  jdeasiures,  the 
refined  luxuries  of  the  city ;  whose  every  sense  ia 
re^ed  with  its  brilliant  scenes;  does  it  become 
those  who,  by  the  courtesy  of  the  people,  are 
clothed  with  the  robes  of  office,  and  by  theii 
bounty  fare  sumptuously  every  day ;  does  it,  sir, 
become  such  to  grudge  llie  plam  mwael,  the  home- 
ly meal,  to  the  warworn  soldier,  by  whose  sufler- 
iugs  and  blood  they  are  enabled  to  participate  in 
those  elevated  enjoyments?  Honor,  and  every 
ennobling  sensation  of  the  eenerous  mind,  must 
recoil  from  the  attempt.  It  ^ould  be  the  policy 
of  our  Oovemment,  as  I  trust  it  is,  to  countenance 
manly  virtue,  to  cherish  exalted  merit,  Co  allure  to 
uncomibon  eiceltenee  by  motives  calculated  to 
operate  on  liberal  minds,  aud  generously  lo  reward 
the  patriotic  and  brove,  who  for  the  public  safety 
expose  their  own  lives. 

In  advocating  the  cause  of  the  Revolutionary 
soldiers,  1  feel  a  confidence  in  the  rectitude  of  my 
sentiments.  They  are  supported  bv  those  of  the 
great  Wasbinoton,  so  justly  ntyled  the  Palber  of 
his  Country;  which,  sir,  with  your  leav^  I  wiU 
recite.  They  are  to  be  found  in  a  letter  addressed 
to  the  Presideni  of  Congress,  dated  Headquarter^ 
Newburg,  March  18,  1783.  They  are  these:  "If, 
'  beiida  the«implej»ynwntof  theirwBges,fi]rtkei 
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compensation  is  not  doe  to  the  suffeiin^  and 
sacrifices  of  the  officen,  (hen  hare  I  been  nus- 
tahen,  indeed.  If  the  wAub  amy  hare  not  mei- 
ited  whatever  a  grateful  people  can  bestow^  then 
have  I  been  beguiled  by  prejudice,  and  built  an 
opinion  on  the  oasis  of  error."  "And  if,  retiring 
from  the  field,  they  are  to  grow  old  in  povedy, 
wretchedness,  and  contempt ;  if  they  are  to  wade 
through  the  vile  mire  of  dependency,  and  owe 
the  miserable  remnant  of  that  life  to  charily, 
which  hitherto  has  been  spent  in  honor,  then  shall 
I  hare  learnt  what  Ingratitude  is;  then  shall  I 
hare  realized  a  tale  iraich  will  embitter  every 
moment  of  my  fblure  life.  Bnt  I  am  under  no 
such  ap^^ension.  A  ooontry  rescued  by  their 
arms  from  imp^iding  ruin  will  never  leave  un- 
paid the  (Mi  of  gratitude." 
Such,  sir,  were  the  seutjaicnti  of  the  patriotic 
Chief  of  our  Revolutionary  army.  Thef  s^/eajt.  to 
the  understanding^  and  they  speak  to  the  heaU> 
The?  invoke  our  justice  aa  w^.  aa  ouc  gratitudb 
and  the^  urge  with  a  pathos  and  force  which,  I 
trust,  will  not  be  reaisinl.  I  am,  sir,  unwiUing  to 
bdiere  that  there  are  many  in  this  I^ase,oi'erea 
in  the  nation,  who  would  snatch  from  the  veteran 
soldier  the  only  wop  on  which  he  can  lean  now  in 
iIm  decline  of  liu.  Thin  would  be  sportisg  with 
his  feelings.  It  would  not  merely  cause  thoie 
woitnds  which  he  ireceired  ia  fi^ttiag  for  iadqien.'- 
deuce  to  bleed  alfesh,Jt  would  mak«  new  apd 
deep  incisions  in  the  tenderest  sensibilities  of  the 
heart,  What,  sir,  after  assuaging  Che  anguish  of 
his  wouad,  and  raising  in  hiia  some  faintdesireof 
life,  will  you  withdraw  your  cempasEJonate  hand, 
aaa  leave  him  to  pnish  in  his  blood  ?  I  conjure 
you,  sir,  bv  those  almost  divine  sympathies  which 
are  cherisned  bv  the  patriotic  and  the  bravcj  to 
continue  yout  bounty.  Impart  to  (he  drooping 
soldier  some  gleam  ot  comfort,  some  ray  of'  con- 
solation, hastening,  as  he  is,  to  that  undiscovered 
country  from  whose  bourne  no  traveller  letumi. 

I  dissent,  sir,  from  gentlemen  who  have  ez- 
presaed  their  wishes  on  this  subject.  I  neither  de- 
are,  with  my  amiable  young  friend  and  worthy 
colleague,  (Mr.  Lincoln,)  that  the  soldier  of  the 
Revolution  should  lire  forever ;  nor,  with  the  hoiv- 
orable  Speaker,  whom  I  should  feel  a  pride  and 
pleasure  in  catling  my  friend,  that  the  life  of  the 
soldier  should  be  protracted  to  the  term  of  nine 
hundred  and  ninety-nine  years.  If  I  have  any 
wish  on  this  score  it  is  this,  that,  as  the  soldier  of 
the  Revolution  fought  the  ^od  fight,  and  sealed 
the  republican  cause  with  his  blood,  when  he  shall 
hare  Sniped  his  course,  he  may  be  translated  to 
happier  r^ions ;  where,  secure  from  the  strictures 
and  frowns  of  the  unpatefol,  he  may  receive  the 
rewards  due  to  patriotism  ana  valor,  to  moral  vir- 
tues and  generous  deeds. 

Without  further  delate,  the  question  was  taken 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Strotreh,  to  repeal  the 
iayr  and  decided:  For  the  motion  32,  against  the 
motion  122,  as  follows: 

YiiB — Heuia.  Archer  of  Mar^lini],  Archer  afVir- 
[iDia,  Btrboor,  Brevard,  Barton,  Bnnvelt,  CannoD, 
Cobb,  Qrawford,  Cnthbert,  Edwanli  of  North  Caro- 
Kla,   fisher.  Hall  of  Delaware,  Jonet  of  Titglaii 


Lovadu,  McCoy,  Hetcal^  Mortoa,  Parker  of  Vir- 
BJDii,  QuirlM,  Read,  Ttichardi,  Rabertcon,  Saw;er, 
Slocamb,  B.  Smith  ofVirgini*,  Smilh  ofNorlh  Caro- 
lis*,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Strothar,  Terrell,  Totnpkim, 
end  Walker. 

Nxra — Maura.  Abbot,  Adtma,  AJeiaadar,  Allen  of 
Muiachnaetts,  Allen  of  New  York,  Allen  of  Ten- 
neaaee,  Anderaon,  Baker,-  Baldwin,  Bait,  Bateman, 
Bajly,  Beech ar,  Bloomfield,  Boden,  Bratrn,  Broab, 
Brjan,  BoSum,  Butler  of  Loniaiana,  Campbell,  Case, 
CUsett,  Clark,  Cocke,  Cook,  CnJla,  Culbrelh,  Culpo- 

Eir,  CuBhinan,  Darlingtoii,  Dewitt,  Dickioaan,  Donaa, 
nrle,  Eddy,  Edwarda  of  Coanecticnt,  Pa;,  Flajd, 
Folger,  Foot,  Ford,  Forrett,  Falter,  Fallerton,  Oron 
of  PennnlTBnie.  Uackley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hardin, 
Hatan),  HeoiitriEks,  Hibahnan,  Hill,  UoIum,  Boaka, 
HoatetlK,  Jooea  of  TennwMa,  Scndall,  Kent,  Kittmj, 
Kiadey,  Latbrop,  LittJe,  Liueola,  Linn,  LJTennora, 
Ifjmao,  Maclaj,  McCrearj.  UcLane  of  Delawarat. 
ilcLeai)  of  Keatucky,  Maltary,  Marchand,  UaaaD,. 
Moicefc  B.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Monall,  Murraj.  Neal«i. 
Nelion  of  MauBcbuaelta,  Neleon  of  Virgiilia,  Newton, ' 
Overitreet,  Parker  i>f  Mwiachurttta,  Patteraon,  Phil- 
ion,  PiDiIall,  Pitchci,  Plumer,  Rhea,  Ricb,  Ricb^on^ 
Rogen,  Rnaa,  Rnaa,  SatnpaOD,  Buttle,  Silebee,  Sloio, 
Smith  of  Now  Jeraey,  Sntth  of  Mujlaod,  A.  Smjth 
of  Virginia,  Southard,  Stevani,  Storra,  Strong  of  New 
York,  SweBringen,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tomlinaon,  Traey, 
Trimbte,  Tucker  of  Tii^oia,  TDch«r  of  South  Caro- 
1^,  Tyler,  Van  Renaaelaer,  WaUaee.  WandovM', 
Wfajtinao,  Williams  of  North  CaiotiKa,  and  Wood. 

Mr.  Morton  then  moved  that  the  said  bill  be 
amended  by  striking  out  all  thereof  except  tlie 
enacting  clause,  and  substituting,  in  lieu  theieof, 
the -following: 

That  oiery  peraan  who  now  is,  or  hereafter  may  b«t 
placed  on  tba  penaloa  list  of  the  United  States,  by 
* iitUB  of  ■□  act  of  Coogreii,  entitled  "An  act  to  pro- 
vide ftr  certain  peraona  engaged  in  the  land' and 
naval  larvice  of  the  United  Slates  in  ^e  Revolatioo- 
ary  war,"  paased  the  eighleeotb  of  Harali,  1818,  who 
served  Ibr  the  term  of  nine  nontba,  and  far  ■  term 
lata  tkiB  thrao  year*,  ahall  be  enUtled  to  receive  tila. 
amaunt  (rflhe  penaioo  aliowad  bin  by  aaid  aetfortha 
term  of  three  yaan  from  the  date  of  bis  dacUratieaT 
and  DD  longer;  and  every  paraon  who  now  ii^  or  iriio 
hareaftar  may  be,  placed  on  the  peaaioa  liat  of  ^ 
Unitad  Stataa  by  virtu*  of  tlie  a«{  aioreHid,  w^ 
aened  far  the  (arm  of  three  y«an,  or  longer,  atudl  ba 
entitled  to  reoMve  tbe  amoanl  allowed  him  by  said  aet 
for  the  term  of  £«b  yeaia  Irom  the  data  of  his  daclaiar 
tioa,  ami  no  longer. 

The  said  aohatitHte  heing  read,  tbo  question  vnn 
taken  to  agree  thereto,  and  determined  in  (hfl 
Begative— 186  to  46. 

Mi.  Strotiur  again  moved  to  strike  out  all  ef 
the  aaid  bill  except  the  enacting  clause,  and  to 
inbatitute,  in  lieu  thereof,  tbe  foUowing : 

lliat,  alter  Ibe  balf  year  ending  in 
the  penaona  of  all  panons  who  have  bi 
the  penaioD  list  nndar  tha  aet  harabjr  ai 
be  respectively  radeced  fifty  per  oast 

And,  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  vna 
determined  in  tfae-^egative. 

Mr.  Whitman  moved  to  add  to  the  said  bill  the  , 
fourth  and  fifth  sections  of  tbe  subalitaie  this  day 
proposed  by  him,  and  rejeeted  by  the  House. 
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And,  the  question  being  taken  iherecn,  it  was 
toermiued  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  engrossed  foT  a  third  reading,  and  deci- 
ded in  the  affirmative,  hy  a  large  majority. 

Satdrdat,  April  1. 

Mr.  Audebsoh,  Trom  the  Gommiitec  on  lbs 
Public  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
sundry  inhabitaats  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  residi 
betwe«i  the  Miama  and   Scioto  rivers;    whi 
wa«  read,  and  ibe  resolution  therein  contained  it 
concurred  in  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

Bitolred,  That  it  ii  inaipedient  to  pui  an;  I 
upon  tha  inbjact  of  th<  complMnl  of  ib«  pctitiooar. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  same  committee,  who 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  eipedieDcy  of 
masing  a  law  to  procure,  for  the  use  oi  the  United 
States,  copies  of  the  plans  and  field  notes  df  the 
lands  m  tne  "Ohio. Company's  Purchase,"  made 
ao  unfavorable  report  thereon ;  which  was  com* 
mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday 


Mr.  CAHFBEI.L,  from  the  sa 

which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senat^i 
tied  "An  act  supplementary  to  the  sereral  acts 
for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana,"  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
menl J  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Pancoast ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  recommitted 
the  hill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Anthony  S.  Delisle,  Edw&rd  B.  Dudley, 
and  John  M.  Van  Cleef,"  reported  the  same  with 
amendments ;  which  were  read  and  concurred 
in  br  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
the  ull  read  a  third  time.  ' 

Mr.  Holmes,  from  the  select  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An 
act  for  apportioning  the  Representatives  in  the 
Seventeenth  Congress  to  be  elected  in  the  States 
of  Massachusetts  and  Maine,  and  for  other  pur- 
pose:!," reported  the  same  withotit  amendment ; 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to- 
day. Thebillwasaccordingly  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Mr.  Randolph  rose  to  make  a  motion  which 
was  not  more,  he  said,  the  result  of  duty  than  of 
inclination.  If  we  cannot,  said  Mr.  R.,  comply 
witji  all  the  injunctions  of  duty,  incumbent  upon 
vs  at  this  time,  let  ui  approximate  as  nearly  to  it 
a*  we  can  j  and,  if  we  cannot  make  ourselves  ua- 
■potted  before  the  world,  we  mar  at  least  visit  the 
fatherless  and  the  widow.  Mr.  R.,  therefore, 
moved  to  postpone  all  the  ordos  of  the  day  preced- 
ing, and  take  up  the  bill  for  the  jilief  of  the  widow 
,  and  children  01  the  late  Oliver  Hazard  Perry. 

On  this  motion  the  House  divided,  and  the  vote 
was,  ayes  68,  noes  64 — so  the  motion  was  nega- 
tiTed. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  and  after  some  re- 
marks explanatory  of  bis  object,  which  was  chiefly 
to  ascertain  if  contracts  bad  been  made  for  the 
sake  of  favorites,  it  was — 

Saolted,  That  the  Sccralarj  of  War  be  inslmcted 
to  iaj  befnra  Ihis  Honse  copies  of  all  coDtracts  made 
■nd  entered  into  b;  the  Cominiuarj  GenEroJ  for  sup- 
plying proviiiona  for  ths  Arm;  of  the  Uniled  Htata* 
since  the  eaubllabment  of  that  Qepirtmenl ;  alio  alJ 
propoailiani  made,  and  which  wera  not  oiibdrann, 
for  supplying  the  same,  apcciQfiDg  parttcularlj  to 
which  contract  the  aaveral  propoailioni  applj. 

HEVOLUTIOHAKY  PENSIONe. 

Pension  I 

question  stated  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  Adahb,  Mr.  Sthono  of  New  York,  and 
Mr.  Gaoaa  of  New  York,  respectively,  submitted 
theii  reasons  at  large  against  this  bill. 

Mr.  Bahboob  proposed  to  recommit  the  bill, 
with  the  view  of  introducing  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Adams  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  indefin- 
itely, but  afterwards  vari^  his  motion  to  postpone 
it  to  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

On  this  motion  a  debate  of  much  animation, 
and  of  two  or  three  hours'  duration,  took  place. 
The  motion  was  sustained  for  various  reasons,  but 
chiefly  that  the  bill  was  not  such  a  modification 
of  the  existing  act  as  was  acceptable  to  them,  by 
Messrs.  Moselet,  Adams,  Pinuall,  Clagett, 
Tatlob,  and  Habdih— the  two  last  named  gen- 
tlemen being  averee  to  the  repeal  of  the  act  at  alL 
The  motion  to  postpone  was  opposed  by  Measrt.  ; 

AHnERBON,  Babbour,  Cdlpepeb,  Ovbbstbebt,  ! 

Rhea,  Bloompield,  and  Warfield. 

Mr.  CuiOETT,  of  New  Hampshire,  said — 

Mr.  Speaker,  so  far  as  this  bul  and  the  proposed 
amendments  are  intended  to  operate  as  a  repeal  of 
the  law  in  question,  whether  to  change  the  pension 
for  life  to  a  less,  or  any  limited  number  oi  years, 
or  in  any  maunei  to  lessen  the  amount  granted  to 
the  officers  or  soldiers  for  whose  benefit  that  law 
passed,  I  am  opposed  to  the  measure.  The  ground 
of  my  opposition  arises  from  a  firm  beli^.  first, 
that  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolution  ' 

are  entitled  to  our  consideration  ;  and,  secondly, 
that  the  law  intended  to  be  in  part  repealed  vests, 
in  those  who  are  realty  the  sulijects  of  it,  a  right 
of  which  Congress  has  not  now  a  moral  power  to 
divest  them.  Writers  upon  national  law  consider 
"  nations  as  moral  persons,"  and  hold  them  bound 
to  a  strict  performanceof  their eneagemenls;  and, 
indeed,  a  contrary  doctrine  would  tend  to  incal- 
culable evil.  But,  sir,  it  has  been  said  by  an  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Barbour,) 
that  the  pensions  granted  by  the  law  of  1818  were 
gratuitous,  and  that,  therefore,  we  are  not  morally 
bound  to  carry  thatlavrinlocompleteeffect.  That 
gentleman  hascouipared  the  obligation  of  that  law 
upon  us  to  a  compromise  made  Sy  one  individual 
to  another,  without  a  legal  consideration.  Sir,  I 
thank  the  honorable  genu  em  an  for  his  elucidation; 
and,  though  fully  aware  that  that  gentleman  al- 
ways takes  as  strong  ground  as  his  case  will  ad- 
mi^  I  will  venture  to  pursue  the  aaalt^y,  so  &r  ai 
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it  goes,  addinff  to  it,  howeTcr,  what  should 
have  been  omilted,  and  then  apply  it,  bj  way  of 
comparison,  to  the  subject  before  us.  The  case 
stated  wa?,  in  substance,  this:  "a  poor  mendi- 
'  cant  asks  charity  of  an  indiTidual,  who,  belLer- 
'  iog  biiDself  in  afflueut  circumstaBccs,  and  actu- 
'  aled  by  benevoleal  and  noble  principles,  prom- 
'  ises  the  desired  relief;  but,  upon  examining  his 
'  coffers,  and  finding  them  not  so  full  as  be  had 
'  ezpecied,  the  promissoF  beljeves  he  cannot  per- 
'  form  his  promise  without  injury  lo  himseli  o 


'  performance?"  Sir,  while  I  verily  believe,  had 
the  honorable  gentleman  himself  insde  such  a 
promise,  he  would  have  scrupulously  performed 
It,  I  readily  admit  thai,  in  the  case  tbu&  stated,  he 
would  not  be  legally  bound ;  and  I  will  also  ad- 
mit, that,  if  the  state  of  his  funds  was,  in  &ct,  such 
thai  he  could  not  extend  the  band  of  charity,  as 
promised,  without  material  injury  to  himself  or 
family,  he  would  not  be  even  morally  bound  to 
the  perforraance.  But,  sir,  as  my  honorable  friend 
has  cautiously  submitted  a  case  to  suit  bis  argu- 
ment, permit  me  to  add  lo  his  case,  thus  stated, 
the  residue  of  what  would  most  certainly  have 
happened,  had  ibe  same  gentleman  been  the  prom- 
bsor.  Suppose,  then,  the  act  of  charity  had  been 
perfected,  and  tiie  promised  donation  in  Doasession 
of  the  donee;  would  the  donor  baTcdtaeralenl 
or  moral  rieht  to  reclaim  it?  Sir,  I  will  cbeeriul- 
ly  submit  this  question  to  the  decision  of  my  hon- 
orable  friend  from  Tirginia,  in  full_confidence  that 
his  answer  will  be  in  the  negative.' 

And  now,  sir,  let  us  compare  this  with  the  case 
before  ns;  and,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  and  to 
make  a  complete  paralM,  I  will  suppose  that  the 
soldiers  of  the  Revoltition  had  no  ela' 
but  that 

CoDgresL,    _..   — 

most  anspicious,  than  which  few  sessions,  if  any, 
more  pleasant  have  passed,  or  may  again  soon 
occur ;  when  an  expensive  wmr  had  terminated 
gloriously,  peace  and  prosperity  pervaded  our  com- 
mon  country,  andourTrtdsury  was  overflowing — 
at  that  moment,  the  Chief  Mafistraterecommenaed 
to  your  consideration  the  debt  of  gratitude  due  to 
the  soldiers  of  the  Revolution  ;  you  seized  the  op- 
portunity, and,  actuated  by  the  noblest  fediags  of 
the  human  heart,  you  promised  relief  lo  the  poor 
and  needy  among  those  by  whoM  valor  (under 
Divine  Providence)  the  nation  had  been  advanced 
to  such  a  state  of  prosperity;  and  you  pledged  the 
&ilh  of  that  nation  for  its  performance.  Yes,  sir, 
by  the  most  solemn  act  in  your  power,  you  gave 
them  this  pledge;  you  passed  a  law,  under  all  the 
■olemnitiea  of  legislative  authority,  that,  during 
the  remainder  of  their  lives,  they  snould  annually 
receive  from  your  Treasnry  a  certain  stipulated 
sum ;  yon  put  this  (aw  into  their  hands,  as  an 
order  on  your  Treasury;  they  have  presented  it, 
and  it  has  been  accepted  ^  and  these  suffering  sol- 
diers, with  tears  of  gratitude  in  their  CTes,  and 
with  benedictions  upon  their  country,  have  re- 
ceived a  pott  of  your  bounty,  as  an  earnest  of  the 
whole. 


Hr.  Speaker,  1  have  pursued  and  finished  the 
parallel  draVn  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Virginia;  and,  1  ask,  ia  it  not  strikingly  analo- 
gous to  the  case  before  us?  And,  sir,  though 
your  Treasury  may  not  now  be  full  to  overflow- 
ing, you  are  rich  in  resources,  and  able  to  fulfil  all 
your  engagements.  Will  you  withdraw  from  the 
mdigeut  soldiei  this  gratuity  7  (admitting  it  lo  be 
such  only.)  Nay,  sir.  can  you,  consistent  with 
moral  prmciples,  withhold  this  stipulated  reliefl 
No,  sir,  you  cannot;  and  1  might  safely  rest  my 
argument  here;  bat  the  soldier  of  the  RevolotioD 
has  a  stronger  claim,  if  possible,  than  that  of 
mere  charity.  You  promised  him  wages,  food, 
and  raiment,  while  fighting  the  battles  of  his 
country  and  defending  her  Dberlies.  How  were 
these  promises  performed?  You  promised  him 
forty  snillings  per  month ;  but,  wnen  received, 


— -  him;  but,  alas!  the  his- 
tory of  our  country  records  against  us  the  oon-paw 
formance  of  these  promises;  and  the  very  footsteps 
of  the  promissee  established  the  fact  1  Sir,  I  am 
far,  very  far,  from  imputing  to  the  then  Qovera- 
ment  intentional  laches  or  n^Iect.  No,  sir,  it 
was  a  time  of  general  distress ;  and  the  Govern- 

ment  was  then  unable  to  fulfil  its  engagements 

not  so  when  you  passed  this  law ;  not  so  now. 
Sir,  I  repeat,  your  resources  are  ample  to  meet  atl 
jusi  claims.    Are  you  not  bound  to  perform  your 
engagement  7    Yes,  sir,  whether  you  consider  this 
law  as  founded  on  a  debt  due  by  contract,  or  mere 
gralitudeto  ibeRevolutionary  soldier,  be  hssaveat- 
'  right  in  his  pension  for  life ;  and  you  are  bound, 
)raJly  bound,  lo  perform  yonr  engagement.    But, 
,  it  has  been  contended  that  the  sddier's  rightlo 
his  pension,  under  the  law,  is  not  vested.     Lelme 
ask  gentlemen,  what  remains  to  make  this  a  vested 
'  perfect  right?    Vfu  not  the  act  of  the  Gov- 
nment  as  perfect  and  as  solemn  as  it  was  possi- 
e  to  make  it  1    Was  it  not  founded  upon  a  good 
id  valuable  consideration?    And  has  not  the 
soldier  accepted  it?    Yes,  sir,  all  this  clearly  ap- 
pears.   What  more,  then,  could  have  been  done 
by  either  party  to  perfect  this  right?    I  know  of 
nothing. 

Bulj  sir,  many  of  these  soldiers,  confiding  in  the 
integrity  of  Oovemment,  have  changed  their  sit- 
uations in  life;  and  dep«iding  on  tbeir  pensions 
for  support,  have  promised  portions  of  what  is  yet 
due,  to  those  who  have  furnished  them  with  the 
necessaries  of  life;  and,  if  this  law  should  now 
be  repealed,  in  whole  or  in  part,  bow  great  will  be 
their  disappointment  and  distress;  their  joy  will 
be  changed  to^rief,  and  many  of  them  wilt  have 


liberties,  or,  in  the  language  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions,  (which  I 
had  hoped  would  have  been  sooner  act^  upon,) 
will  it  "  comport  with  the  honor  and  dignity  in 
the  nation  V  Sir,  I  think  it  will  not.  But,  it  ia 
said,  frauds  are  committed  under  this  law ;  and,  * 
in  order  to  ascenaia  it,  we  have  bad  recourse  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  who  has  reported  that  he 
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hw  been  ioformed  of  mum  few  innances,  uid  that 
in  all  cases  where  fraud  has  been  manifest,  he  has 
amlied  a  remedy ;  he  has  atticken  such  frauduleat 
^imatits  from  the  pension  roll.  Sir,  1  do  not 
gire  K  decided  opinion  that  this  power  is  slrictlf 
widiin  the  pumew  of  the  law ;  but,  if  there  be 
amy  doubt  oo  that  sutnect,  I  am  willing  to  plaee 
tbe  power  in  that  officer  by  law,  ana  have  do 
douta  it  will  be  Etriedy  and  properly  executed ;  or, 
if  some  other  mode  is  preferred,  1  ana  ready  to 

S'  e  all  the  aid  in  my  power  to  guard  agaiait 
ud,  but  I  canuol  conMst  to  repeal  cho  Uw,  or 
in  any  maimer  to  lessen  the  praskm*  Kranted ; 
nor  am  1  willing  lo  annex  such  new  aniTanrecB- 
onable  eipesaes  aikd  bordna  on  the  poor  and  in- 
noeent  pensioners,  because  of  the  suggeEtion  that 
soUM  iew  may  hare  been  goilty  ^  fraud,  and 
have  eTsded  the  law. 

Sir,  ii  is  well  known  what  trouble  and  delay 
have  attended  the  claimants  already  in  perfecting 
tWr  ckima;  and,  should  the  ^posed  tunen^ 
meots  be  adopted,  the  soldien  wiU,  at  all  erents, 
he  deprived  of  a  part  of  tbeir  ptoniiaed  pensioiia, 
asd,  as  to  the  reaidue,  the  troidile  uid  expense  will 
be  ao  gnat  that  man^  of  them,  by  reason  of  por- 
ecty,  age,  and  inflnnity,  will  be  imable  to  com^y 
with  the  requisitioDB ;  and  aa  to  such  the  opera- 
tion will  Tirtoally  be  a*  a  repeal  of  tbe  law  in 
toto.  Bnt  it  is  also  urged  by  the  friend*  ot  the 
amendments,  thai  the  present  law  operates  un&- 
anally^  and  I  admit  itj  and  when  it  was  enacted 
I  was  m  favor  of  a  difierent  provisioD,  as  I  ahoold 
be  now,  if  practicable.  It  was  my  wish  to  have 
diatribiMed  this  bountv  to  all  the  officers  and  sol- 
dier* of  tbe  tegotai  Revolulioaar]'  armf ,  but  in  a 
diSferent  maimer;  and  I  am  fully  convinced  that 
the  same  amosnt,  and  probably  much  less,  would 
hare  given  general  sati^etioa.  But,  sir,  the  Uw 
which  then  paoed  wastheonty  one  which  could  be 
agreed  apong  and  it  had  my  vole.  And,  sir,  be- 
lieving that  the  faith  of  the  nation  is  pledged  for 
tbe  execniioa  of  that  law,  I  shall  vote  against  the 
prOpowd  ameodments. 

The  mcrtioU  to  postpone  the  hill  wae  finally 
negatived  bjr  yeas  «nd  nays,  as  follows : 

Yiis—Mevn.  Adaua,  Allen  of  Miawrtussto.  Al- 
lan of  Neir  York,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Batcman,  Bajly, 
Bodmi.  Bnub,  Bfjao,  Bofibo,  ClagM,  Clajfc,  Ca«k, 
Ci^U,  CushmaD,  Dawilt,  Damf,  BJiMrd*  of  t^- 
■•et)ont,EdWB<d*orPMiiiayliaiiia,Fu,  Foliar,  GrMi 
of  Nbw  York,  GnMiof  FennayWaaia,  HackUy,  Hdt  of 
Dekoaro,  Hardin,  Hibahmui,  Hill,  Htdmra,  KeaJall, 
Kent,  KlnujiLathrop,  Lincoln,  Liiaimora,  Mctiraajy, 
MaUarj,  Maion,  Meecb,  Meiga,  R.  Moots.  8.  Moote, 
Uooail,  UortOD,  Hoaeley,  Hurray,  Naale,  IfaUon  of 
Maiaachnielts,  Neiiaa  of  Virginia,  Parkar  of  Maast- 
ehuaetla,  FindaU,  Fkcbor,  Rogcra,  BliibM,  SIou, 
Slarani,  Stom,  Strong  of  New  Tork,  SwcuiDgao, 
TsjloT,  Tan  RenNelacr,  and  WhitmaQ— 93. 

N*T>— Meaars.  Abbot,  Aleiandw.AllBD  ofTennes- 
•ee,  AodwMD,  Archer  of  Maiytaod,  Archer  of  Vbpnia, 
Ball,  Barbour,  Beeehcr,  BIoomAald,  Brevard,  Brown, 
Bartim,  Borwell,  Butler  of  New  Hamprii^  BoiIm 
of  Louitiaoa,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Oaae,  Cobb,  Cocke, 
*  Crawford,  Urawell,  Cnlbreth.  Cuipaper,  CathbMt, 
Diiiington,  Dickinsan,Earle,Eddj,li:dwarda  of  North 
CaroUna,  Flaber,  Floyd,  Folger,  Poo^  Fenaat,  Fnl 


leitao,  Ganatt,  Hall  of  New  Yotk,  Haufd,  Hcmphillt 
Handficks,  Uwriek,  Hooka,  HoaUtter,  Jonta  of  Tir- 
ginia,  Jonea  of  TaDa«>*ee,  Kinaey,  Linn,  Lowndas, 
Lyman,  McCoy,  McLean  of  Keatuckj,  UetcalC  New- 
ton, Overitreet,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Paltenon,  Phelpa, 
Fhilson,  Ftumer,  Rankin,  Reed,  }Ehea,Rich,  Richarda, 
Robertson,  Rou,  Rum,  Sunpton,  Sawyer, Settle,  8hiw, 
filocnmb.  Smith  ot  New  Jerwy,  Stnith  of  Maryland, 
B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  A.  Smyth  of  Vir^tiia,  Smith  of 
North  Caralina,  Southard,  Strother,  Tarr,  Terrall, 
TaniinaoD,  Tomkini,  Truy,  Tttmble.  Tucker  of  Vh- 
ginia,  Tneker  ot  Saqlh  CarDlina.  Tyler,  Wdace, 
Waitleld,  Wendover.WilHama  of  North  Caroline,  and 
Wood--S&. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAanovn,  the  InU  was  then 
amended  by  onanimons  ctmtent ;  whereupon,  Mr. 
B.  withdrew  bis  motion  for  its  recommitment  to 
a  aeleet  coramnitee;  and  tbe  qnaation  wss  tbcD- 
taken.  Shell  tbe  bill  pastl  and  it  was  detetmined 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  80,  nays  72,  as  follow*  t 

YiAS — Measn.  Aleiauder.Anderaon,  Archer  ofMd., 
Archer  of  Virgioia,  Ball,  Barboni,  Baecber,  Bloom- 
field,  Brevard,  Brown,  Bryan,  Burton,  Bnrwelt,  But- 
ler of  New  Hampahire,  Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Craw- 
ford, Crowvll,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Darlington,  David- 
son, Dicktaaoo,  ^rle,  Bddy,  Edwards  of  North  Car- 
otbia,  Piaber,  Fknd,  Folger,  Foot,  Foneat,  FoUarton, 
Qanwtl,  HsUofNewToik.  Hatard.  Hendrioha,  Her- 
ikk,  H«^,  HealMtar,  Joaea  of  Virgnria,  Jon«'  oT- 


Sattte,  Slocnmb,  Hmilh  of  UaiyUnd,  B.  Smith  of  Vi» 
naia,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Caiolina, 
Southard,  Stiothai,  Tair,  Terrell,  Tomlioaon,  Ton^ 
Una,  Trimble,  Tneker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South 
Carolina,  Tyler,  WarfieJd,  and  WiUiama  of  N<»th 
Carolina— 80. 

NAva — Meaara.  Adama,  Allen  of  HninrhuanHa. 
Allen  of'New  Tork,  Allen  of  Tanner,  Baldwin, 
BatamMi,  Bajly,  Baden,  Bruah,  BnOiim,  Caae,  Cla- 
gett,  Clark, Cook,  Crafts,  Cnlbreth,  Cnahmsn,  Dawilt, 
Dowse,  Edwards  of  Connselieat,  Edward*  of  Pannsyl* 
vania.  Fay,  Fuller,  Groai  of  New  VoA,  Giou  of 
Pennntvania,  Hackley,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hardin, 
Hemphill,  Hibshman,  Hilt,  Holmes,  Kendall,  Kent, 
Kinafey,  Latbrop,  Lincoln,  Linn,  Livermrae,  Mc> 
Creary,  Mallery,  Maaon,  Meigs,  R.  Moora,  9.  Noeia, 
Monell,  Morton,  Moaelay,  >f Urray,  Neale,  N^on  of 
Maaaaehnsatta,  Natsoo  of  Virginia,  Parke*  of  Maaaa- 
ohnaella,  Phelps,  Piodall,  Filchar,  Plumer,  Rich,  Re- 
gara,  Bil^ee,  Sloen,  Stavena,  Btorra,  Strong  of  New 
"    ■    -  ~    ■       "Vaey,  Van  Sansatle 

a.  and  Wood— 7(. 

MoNDAv,  April  3. 

Mr.  Rbba  reported  a  bill  conaeniing  invalid 
pensiooeie;  which  was  reed  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which  ii 
committed  the  bill  to  revive  and  continue  an  act 
toprovidefor  persons  who  were  disabled  by  known 
wounds  received  in  tbe  Revolutionary  war, 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bUl  to  amend  tbe 
several  acts  providing  tor  sick  and  disabled  sea- 
men, and  for  establishing  naval  hospitals;  whicli 
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mi  Temd  twice,  and  committed  to  s  Ci 
tbe  Wlwrfe  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Smrn,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
Were  referred  bills  from  the  Senate  of  tne  follow- 
ine  titles,  to  wit:  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Walter 
CfiaomM,"  and  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain 
snflerers  by  fire  at  SaTannaii,  in  Qeorgia,"  re- 
ported the  rame  withoQt  amendment,  and  they 
ware  reBpeetlTdy  committed  lo  a  Committee  of 
tb«  Whole. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  comnntlee  appointed 
Iff  Inmire  into  the  ex^iency  of  providing  by  law 
Ibr  the  lecatioB  of  warrants  which  issued  to  the 
aOieanmi  scddters  of  the  Virfcinia  line  on  conti- 
nantal  eaaMishmeot,  in  the  Revolntionary  war, 
and  for  the  emamHon  of  patents,  in  cases  where 
loeatioat  hare  been  mttde,  made  a  report,  in  which 
A«y  adi  t«  be  discha^ed  from  the  further  cnnsid- 
entidn  of  the  subject;  which  report  was  read, 
aBd'CMcurred  in  by  the  House. 

PUamVE  SLAVES. 

Mr.  FlNDlLb,  of  Virsiaia,  o&red  for  comider- 
aiioa  theroUowing  reECMiioii,  in  rappntof  which 
he  made  some  remark*,  nSariBg  to  the  cment 
itpKt  tbttl  an  set  of  the  docrntirai  therain  re- 
fmtd  to  had  [CceUity  pMaed  the  Legislature  of 
PenaaylTania : 

r,  Thtt  tin  eMwtOT  of  the  Treamry  bo 


th«  joMica*.  •Mtrnn.  of  otbw  nmfaitalM  «r  oAoMa 
of  (hit  Blkta  fiom  inlarpotmv  in  tka  tppntiandaa  or 
nuiMtdei  of  fagitiie  slaiM,  [or  froot  currtDr  into 
efleEt  the  &ct  or  Congieu,  •ntiUed  "An  niA  ratptetickg 
fngilivet  fiam  justice  and  peraoni  uopiog  dram  the 
MiviM  of  thoii  muten,"  puaed  on  the  ISth  of  Fab- 
nuj,  1793.] 

Mr.  Macliy,  of  Pennsylvama,  suggested  that, 
if  the  object  of  the  motion  was  only  to  obtain  a 
copy  of  the  act,  the  latter  claose  of  the  reoolTe  was 
mmecessary.  and  he  wished  to  see  it  enunged. 
because  he  aid  not  think  that  any  act  haa  panea 
the  Legislature  prohibiting  the  State  officers  Giom 
carrying  into  enect  the  act  of  Congress. 

To  obviate  this  objection,  Mr.  Pihdali.  con- 
sented lo  modi^  hia  motion  so  as  to  oait  the 
clause  within  brackets,  at  the  close  of  the  above 
resolve. 

The  resolve  was  then  amended,  on  motion,  by 
adding  to  the  end  of  the  resolution  the  words  fol- 
lowing: "Provided,  any  such  aot  or  acts  shall 
have  been  passed." 

Mr.  S.  MooHB  then  moved  to  lay  the  resotnlion 
on  the  table;  which  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr. 
StaoTBEB,  and  it  was  negatived,  and  the  resolii' 
tion  was  agreed  to. 

HEMIBSION  OF  DUTIES. 

Hr.  Holmes  prefaced  the  submission  of  the 
foDowing  resolr^  with  a  few  remarks  explanatory 
of  his  o^eet.  He  said  he  believed  that  very  few 
gientlemen  were  awve  of  the  importance  of  the 
priociple  involved  in  this  bijl.  There  were,  he 
■aid.  alxnit  forty-five  claimants,  for  whose  benefit 
the  Dill  was  intended;  and  the  smn  involved  was 


not  less  probably  than  fifty  thousand  dollars.  The 
subject  was.  therefore,  worthy  of  inquiry,  and  it 
was  particularly  desirable  that  the  House  should 
not,  ttirough  want  of  information,  be  induced  to 
remit  the  duties  on  goods  imported  into  the  Bdlish- 
lines  during  the  war  by  American  merchanU, 
with  a  view  to  th«r  being  smnegled  into  the  Uni- 
ted States,  Such,  he  was  under  the  impreMion, 
least  sonie  of  these  claimants. 
He,  therefore,  moved  this  resolution : 

Saohed,  That  the  Commitles  of  th<  Whole  be  dia- 
charged  from  the  fuithar  conaideration  of  the  liill  for 
the  relief  of  certain  persona  nhe  havo  paid  datiei  on 
certain  gooda  imported  into  CaatiDe,  and  that  it  b« 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  Waji  and  Meana, 
to  inquire  and  report — 

1.  Who  are  Ihe  pervona  claiming  relief  andu  the 
bill,  and  the  amoual  of  each  claim. 

3.  At  what  tima  Ibe  goodi,  Irom  which  •  relief  from 
dnties  ia  clsimeil,  were  imported  into  Castine. 

3.  Who  were  tbe  impoilen,  and  on  whoae  aecoont. 

4.  What  amount  ofgoodi  were  originally  imported 
by  atij  of  the  daimanli,  and  how  mneh  tbareof  have 
been  ditpoani  of,  and  in  what  manner. 

6.  What  waa  tbe  price  or  value  at  the  tine'  of  in>> 
portation. 

6.  What  dntiea  were  paid  on  them  to  tba  Britisb 
cualom-boute. 

7.  And  lo  report  any  other  fsEU  which  they  may 
deem  axpediont,  not  ambraced  within  the  scope  of 
theae  inqairiea;  or  to  make  aoeh  amendment*  to  the 
bill  aa  ma^  be  proper  lo  exclude  ftom  it*  provinona 
certain  daimanLi  who  were  importers  of  gooda  into  a 
territory  occupied  by  the  enemj. 

Hereupon  a  debate  arose — the  resolution  being 

iposed  by  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Marylai)d|  Uabou, 

iNSLEY.  Whitman,    and    Livebmori,  on  ths 

^ound  that  it  would  produce  unnecessary  delay, 

&«.,  and  that  there  was  nothing  '      ' 


'U 


which  called  for  this  mqoirv;  and  be- 
ing supported  By  the  mover  of  the  resolve,  and  by 
Messrs.  BuTLCit,  of  New  Hampshirt^  Ci.aoett, 


and  Rhea. 

After  a  long  debate  the  quesljon  was  taken, 
separately,  on  disciiargiDg  the  Committee  of  tha 
Whole  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  billt 
on  recommitting  it  to  the  CiMnmittee  of  Wnya 
and  Meant,  aad  oa  adding  the  instmctiona  pra> 
posed,  and  sevaally  agreed  lo. 

go  the  whole  motion  of  Mr.  Houtsa  prevailed, 
as  above  stated. 

REMISSION  OF  FORFEirDRE. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Deliale,  Dudley,  and 
Van  Cleef,  jHOviding  for  the  remissitw  of  a  for- 
feiture incurred  by  an  accidental  importation  ef 
six  slaves,  in  the  brig  Sally,  was  read  a  third 
time ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  on  its  paange  bdi 
required  by  Mr.  Thact,  stood— For  the  bill  G 
against  the  bill  73,  as  foUowa : 

YiA»— Mesara  Abbot,  Alexander,  Andeiaon,  Ar- 
cher of  Virginia,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbotu,  Bayly,  Bre- 
vard, Brawn,  Bruah,  Bryan,  BnrUo,  Burwell,  Balkf 
of  New  Hampshire,  Butlei  of  IioniiiBn*,  Cannon,  , 
Case,  Cobb,  Cook,  CrafU,  Crowell,  Uelbrelh,  C«l- 
peper,  Cothbert,  Davidson,  Edward*  of  NotUi  Caro- 
lina, Fisher,  Floyd,  Ford,  Fuller,  Fnilerlon,  Gamett, 


ebdng 
bill  86, 
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Grow  of  New  York,  Gtoh  of  Pean>;l*>iii>,  Hackleji 

Hkit  of  New  York,  HiJt  of  North  Carolina,  Hardia. 
Hendnckt,  Hibihoiin,  Holmei,  Hoaki.  Jonm  of  Vir- 
ginia, Kent,  Kinwj,  Kiniley,  LinD.  Liiermore,  Ma- 
cU;,  McCoj,  McLean  of  KentDckj,  HiUirj,  Mesch, 
UomIb;,  Marraj,  Neile,  NeJaoa  of  Manachaictts, 
Hewton,  0*entrect,  Parker  of  Maaucbuwtu,  Parker 
of  Virgioia,  Phelpi,  PinJalJ,  Pitcher,  Qtiarlea,  Runkio, 
Sauipaon,  tjeltis,  Shair,  Siocumb,  Smith  of  Nair  Jer- 
Mj,  8miLh  of  Marjland,  B.  Soiith  of  Virginia,  amitfa 
of  North  Carolina,  Strotber,  Bwearingan,  Terrell, 
Trimble,  Tockcr  of  Virginia,  Tjler.  Walker,  Wal- 
lace, Warfield,  and  Williami  nf  North  Carolina. 

Niii— Me»n.  Adaini,  Allen  of  MMuchnaetts, 
Allen  orTeDneaies,  Baker,  Bateiaan,  Beecher,  Btoom- 
fi«ld,  Boden,  Baffum,  Campbell,  Clagetl,  Ciark, 
Cocke,  Cuahman,  Darlington,  Dowitt,  Dickinaan, 
Donaa,  Earle,  EdJy,  Edwarde  of  Conn.,  Edararda  of 
Pannajliania,  Fa;.  Pulger,  Foot,  Forreit,  Hall  of 
Delaware,  Haiird,  Hemphill,  Herrick,  Hill,  Hoatette: 
Kendall,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Lowndei,  Ljman,  Mc 
Creary,  Mareband,  Maaon,  Melgi,  Metcalf,  R.  Moore, 
8.  Moore,  Monell,  Morton,  Nelton  of  Virginia,  Pitter- 
■on,  Pbiliiin,  Plumer,  Rhea,  Rich,  Ricbarda,  Rich. 
IDond,  Robsilaon,  Rogera,  Boaa,  Ruia,  Sawjer,  SloaD 
A.  3injlb  of  Virginia,  Soulhard,  Slorra,  Strong  of 
Termonl,  Tarr,  Tajlor,  Tomlinaon.Tompkini.Tracj, 
Tnckcr  of  Sonth  Carolina,  Van  Reuaaelker,  Wen- 
da*er.  and  Wood. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  concurrence  in  Ibe  Bmendment,  which  limits 
the  remiasioa  to  so  much  of  the  forfeitures  as  ac- 
crues to  the  United  Slates. 

THE  SPANISH  TREATY. 

The  House  having  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee oL  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
and  the  following  resolutions,  submitted  some  days 
«go  by  Mr.  ClaTj  (Speaker,)  being  under  consid- 

I.  Raoletd,  That  the  Conatitution  of  the  United 
Slatea  leila  in  Congreaa  lbs  pooer  to  diapoae  of  the 
territory  belonging  to  Ibem,  and  that  no  treaty,  pui- 
porling  to  alienate  any  portion  thereoT,  ia  valid  nitb- 
ont  the  CDDcnrrence  of  Congreai. 

3.  Reiohed,  That  the  equi*alent  proposed  to  be  given 
by  Spain,  to  the  United  Statsa,  in  ibe  treat;  concluded 
hctneen  them,  ontheSSd  day  of  February,  1B19,  for  that 
part  of  Loabiana  lying  west  of  the  Babine,  was  inad- 
•qnil* ;  and  that  it  would  ba  innpadiint  to  make  a 
traaafei  thereof  to  any  foreign  Power,  oi  renew  the 
lAireaaid  tiraty. 

Hr.  Clav  said,  that,  whilst  he  felt  very  grate- 
ful to  the  House  for  the  prompt  and  respectful 
manner  in  which  they  had  allowed  him  to  enter 
«poD  the  discussion  of  the  resolutions  which  he 
had  the  honor  of  submitting  to  their  notice,  he 
must  at  the  same  time  frankly  say,  that  he  thought 
their  character  and  consideration,  in  the  councils 
of  this  country,  were  concerned  in  not  letting  the 
Iffcsent  session  pass  off  without  deliberating  upon 
our  affairs  with  Spain.  In  comiu^  to  the  present 
■ession  of  Congress,  it  had  been  his  anxious  wish 
to  be  able  to  concur  with  the  Executive  branch  of 
Government  in  the  measures  which  it  might  con- 
/  ceive  itself  called  on  to  recommend  on  that  sub- 
ject, for  two  reasons,  of  which  the  tint,  relating 
personally  to  himself,  he  would  not  trouble  tte 


Commiltee  with  furthernoticing.  The  other  waa, 
that  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  always  desirable,  in 
respect  to  the  foreign  action  of  this  GovemmeDt, 
thai  there  sbould  be  a  perfect  coincidence  in  opin- 
ion between  its  several  co-ordinate  branches.  In 
time,  however,  of  peace  it  might  be  allowable  to 
those  who  are  charged  with  the  public  interests  to 
entertain  and  express  their  views,  although  there 
might  be  some  discordance  between  them.  In  & 
season  of  war,  there  should  be  no  division  in  the 
public  councils ;  but  an  united  and  rigorous  exer- 
tion to  bring  the  war  to  an  honorable  conclusioB. 
For  bis  part,  whenever  that  calamity  m^j  befall 
bis  country,  he  would  entertain  but  one  wish,  and 
that  is,  that  success  might  crown  our  struggle,  and 
the  war  be  gloriously  and  honorably  terminated. 
He  would  never  refuse  to  share  in  the  joys  incident 
to  the  victory  of  our  arms,  nor  to  participate  in 
the  griefs  of  defeat  and  discomfiture.  He  concurred 
entirely  in  the  sentiment  once  expressed  by  that 
illustrious  hero,  whose  recent  melancholy  fall  we 
all  so  sincerely  deplore,  that  fortune  may  attend 
our  country  in  whatever  war  it  may  be  involved. 
There  were  two  systems  of  policy,  he  said,  of 
which  our  Qovemment  had  had  thechoice.  The 
first  was,  by  appealing  to  the  justice  end  affec- 
tions of  Spain,  to  employ  all  those  persuasives 
which  could  arise  out  of  abstinence  from  any  di- 
rect countenance  to  the  cause  of  South  America, 
and  the  oheervance  of  a  strict  neutrality.  The 
other  was,  by  appealing  to  her  jnstice  also  and  lo 
her  feats,  to  prevail  upon  her  to  redress  the  in- 
jmies  of  which  we  complain — her  fears,  by  a  re- 
c(^ition  of  the  independait  governments  of  South 
America,  and  leaving  her  in  a  state  of  uncertainty 
as  to  the  further  step  we  might  take  in  respect  to 
those  governments.  The  unratified  treaty  was  the 
result  of  the  first  system.  It  could  not  be  positively 
affirmed  what  effect  the  other  system  would  have 
produced;  but  he  verily  believed  that,  whilst  it 
rendered  justice  to  those  governments,  and  would 
have  better  comported  with  that  magnanimous 
policy  which  ougnt  to  have  characterized  our  own, 
It  would  have  rnore  successfully  tended  to  an  ami- 
cable and  satisfactory  arrangement  of  our  differ- 
ences with  Spain. 

The  first  system  basso  far  failed.  At  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session,  the  President  recom- 
mended an  enforcement  of  the  provisions  of  the 
treaty.  After  three  months  deliberation,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Affairs,  not  being  aole  to  con- 
cur with  him,  has  made  us  a  report  recommend- 
ing the  seizure  of  Florida,  in  the  nature  of  a  re- 
prisal. Now,  the  President  recommends  ourpost- 
CDnement  of  the  subject  until  the  next  session.  It 
ad  been  bis  (Mr.  C.'s)  intention,  whenever  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs  should  engage  the 
House  to  act  upon  their  bili,  to  offer,  as  a  substitute 
for  it,  the  system  wbioh  he  thought  it  became  this 
country  to  adopt,  of  which  the  occupation  of  Texas, 
as  our  own,  would  have  been  a  part,  and  the  re- 
cognition of  the  independent  governments  of  South 
America  another.  If  he  did  not  now  bring  for- 
ward  this  system,  it  was  because  the  committee 
proposed  to  withdraw  their  bilL  and  because  he 
knew  too  much  of  the  temper  of  the  House  and  of 


Digni2 


^yCoOi-^IC 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


Anu^l820. 


Tit  ^MnJat  ZVcoty. 


H.  or  R. 


the  KzMotire,  to  ttunk  that  it  waa  advinble  to 
htiag  it  forward.  He  hoped  that  Mme  niitable 
opportunity  might  occur,  during  the  setsioa,  for 
oontidering  the  propriety  of  reeognifing  the  inde- 
peadeot  goTernmeoIs  of  South  America. 

Whatever  Mr.  C.  might  think  of  the  diMretion 
which  was  evinced  in  recommcading  (he  poat- 
{Nmement  of  the  bill  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Rdatioos,  be  could  not  ihiak  that  the  reasous 
usjgaed  b;  the  President  for  that  recoromenda- 
tiou  vMxe  entitled  to  the  weight  which  he  had 
given  them.  Mr.  C.  thought  that  the  House  waa 
called  upon,  by  a  high  aenae  of  duty,  i^ioualy  to 
ftDimodvert  upon  tome  of  those  reaaona.  He  be- 
liered  it  waa  the  Grat  example,  in  the  annals  of 
the  country,  in  which  a,  courae  of  policy,  reapect- 
iug  one  fofeign  Power,  which  we  mutt  auppose 
had  been  deliberately  considered,  baa  been  recom- 
mended to  be  abandoned,  in  a  domeatic  commani- 
catioa  from  one  to  another  co-ordinate  branch  of 
the  Ciorerninent,  upon  the  avowed  ground  of  the 
inteqKNitioBofotlwr  foreign  Powers.  And  what 
was  the  natun  of  this  intopoaitioD  1  It  waa  ev- 
idenoed  by  a  cargo  of  scraps  gathered  op  from 
this  Chargi  d'A&ire*,  and  that  of  looae  coitrer- 
sations  held  with  this  foreign  Uiniiler—and  that 
pvhaps  mere  levee  conversationa,  without  a  com- 
mitment in  writing,  in  a  solitary  inatance,  of  any 
of  Che  foreign  parties  concerned,  except  only  in 
thecaseof  hislmpoial  Majeaty  ;  and  what  was 
the  character  of  his  commitment  we  shall  present- 
ly see.  But,  Air.  C.  said,  he  must  enter  hissolemn 
OToteet  againai  this  and  every  other  specie 
foreign  interference  in  our  matters  with  Spain. 
What  have  they  to  do  with  them  1  Would  they 
not  repel,  as  officious  and  inxulting  iotruaions, 
any  intenerenee  on  oar  part  in  tl^ir  concerns 
with  other  forei{;D  States  f  Would  his  Imperial 
Majesty  have  lutmed  with  complaconcy  to  our 
temoDalrances  against  the  vast  acqaiaitiona  which 
he  has  recently  madel  He  has  lately  crammed 
h^  enormons  maw  with  Finland  and  with  the 
spoils  of  Pdand,  and,  whilst  the  difficult  process 
of  digestion  is  going  on,  he  throws  himself  upon 
a  couch,  and  cries  out— don't,  don't  disturb  my 

He  charges  his  Minister  here  to  plead  the  < 
of  peaceand  concord  I  The  American  "  Qoi 
ment  ia  too  enlightened"  (ah !  sir  how  sweet  this 
unction  is,  which  is  poured  down  our  backs)  to 
take  baaty  steps,  Anahislmperial  Majesty's  Min- 
ister here  ia  reqniied  to  engage  (Mr.  C.  ssid  he 
hoped  that  the  original  ezMession  was  less  strong, 
but  he  believed  that  the  French  word  engage  bore 
the  same  meaning)  the  American  Government, 
Ac.  Nevertheless,  the  Emperor  does  not  inter- 
pose in  this  dtteossion.  No  1  not  he.  He  makes 
above  all  "  no  pretenaion  to  exercise  an  influence 
in  the  councils  of  a  foreign'Power."  Not  the  slight- 
est. And  yet,  at  the  very  irLstant  when  he  is  pro- 
testing against  the  imputation  of  this  influence,  bis 
mterposition  is  proving  effectual  I  His  Imperial 
Majesty  has  at  least  manifested  so  far,  in  this  par- 
ticular, bis  capacity  to  govern  his  Empire,  by  the 
selection  of  a  sagacious  Minister.  For  if  Count 
Neaselrode  bad  never  wiitlen  anotba  paragraph, 


the  extractfromhis  despatch  to  Mr.  Poletica,  which 
has  been  transmitted  to  tliis  House  would  de- 
monstrate that  be  merited  the  confidence  of  his 
master.  It  was  quite  refresbing  to  read  such  State 
papers  after  puusing  those  (be  was  sorry  to  sav 
it;  be  wish^  there  was  a  veil  broad  and  thicK 
enough  to  conceal  them  forever)  which  this  treaty 
bad  produced  on  the  port  of  our  own  Goverimient. 
Conversations  between  my  Lord  Castlereagh 
Ld  our  Minister  at  London  had  ali<o  been  com- 
municated  to  this  House.  Nothing  from  the  band 
of  his  Lordship  is  produced  ;  no!  be  does  not  com- 
mit himself  in  that  way.  The  sense  in  which  our 
Minister  understood  him,  and  the  purport  of  certain 
parts  of  despatches  from  the  British  GoremrooU 
to  its  Minister  at  Madrid,  which  he  deigned  to 
read  to  our  Minister,  are  alone  cotnmiuicaled  to  na. 
Now  we  know  very  well  how  diplomatists,  when 
it  is  their  pleasure  to  do  so,  can  wrap  theinselvca 
up  in  mystery.  No  man  more  than  my  Lord  Co*- 
lUreagh,  who  is  also  an  able  Hioister,  possesaing 
much  greater  talents  than  are  allowed  to  him  gen- 
erally mtbtacountry,  can  successfnUy  express  hun- 
aelf  m  ambtguotia  Ungtiage,  when  ne  chooses  to 
employik  Mr.  G.Kcollectedhimsdf  once  to  have 
wilneMed  this  facility,  on  the  port  of  his  Lordship. 
The  case  was  tliia.  When  Bonaparte  mode  his 
escape  from  Elba  and  invaded  France,  a  great  part 
ofEuropebelieved  that  it  was  with  the  connivance 
of  the  British  Ministry.  The  opposition  charged 
them,  in  Parliament  with  it,  and  they  were  inter- 
rogated to  know  what  measures  of  precaution  ther 
badtakenagainEtsucbauevent.  Lord Casilereagti 
replied  by  stating  that  there  was  an  understanding 
with  a  certain  naval  officer  of  high  rank,  com- 
manding in  the  adjacent  seas,  that  ne  was  to  a«t 
on  certain  cuntingenciea.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman, 
if  you  can  make  any  thing  intelligible  out  of  thia 
reply  you  will  have  much  more  auccess  than  the 
English  opposition  had. 

Tbeallowance  of  interference  by  foreign  Powers 
in  the  affairs  of  our  Qovemmenl,not  pertaining  to 
themselves,  is  against  the  counsela  of  our  wisest 
politicians — thoae  of  Washington,  Jefietaon,  and, 
ne  would  add  also,  those  of  the  present  Chief  M*- 
gisirate;  for,pending  this  very  Spanish negotiadoa, 
Ueo&r  of  the  mediation  of  foreign  States  waa  de- 
clined, upon  the  true  ground  that  Europe  had  hn 
rem,  and  we  ours ;  an  d  that  it  was  not  compat- 
witb  oar  policy  to  entangle  oursdvea  in  the 
labyrinths  of  hers..  But  a  mediation  is  &r  prefer- 
able to  the  species  of  interference  on  wliich  it  had 
beenhbreloctanlduty  to  comment.  The  mediator 
is  a  judge,  placed  on  high,  his  conscience  his  f^uide^ 
the  world  the  spectatonk  and  posterity  his  judge. 
His  poaition  is  one,  therefore,  of  the  greatest  reapoa- 
sibihty.  But  what  responaibility  is  there  attached 
to  this  sort  of  irr^^ular,  drawing-room,  intrigning 
interposition  t  He  could  see  no  motive  for  gov- 
erning or  influencing  our  policy,  in  regard  to 
Spain,  furnished  in  any  of  the  communications 
which  respected  the  disposition  of  foreign  Powers. 
He  reffretled,  for  bis  part,  that  they  bad  been  at  all 
consuTted.  There  was  nothing  in  the  character 
of  the  power  of  Spain  ;  nothing  in  the  beBcfieial 
I  nature  of  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  to  us,  which 
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itaRKOted  D3  in  seeking  the  aid  of  foreign  Powers, 
if  iaanf  case  whatem  that  aid  ina  deticafale.  He 
waa  far  from  nyiog  that,  ia  the  foreign  action  of 
thii  aoremioeni,  it  might  not  be  pradeni  to  keep 
a  watchful  eye  upon  the  probable  condoel  of  for- 
eign Powers.  That  mignl  be  a  material  ciTcum- 
atance  to  be  laken  into  consideration.  Bat  he 
never  woold  arow  to  our  own  people — never  pro- 
molgale  toforeign  Powers,  that  their  wishes uidiD- 
terference  were  tbe  controlLng  cauteof  our  policy, 
finch  lu'omulgaiioa  would  lead  to  ihemoit  alarm- 
ing cofiieqaences.  It  was  to  inrite  further  inter- 
C'uon.  It  might, in  proceisof  time, ereateio  the 
m  of  our  country  a  B-ussiao  faction,  a  Briti^ 
.bction,  a  French  faction.  Every  oation  ought  to 
be  jeaiotu  of  this  species  of  iatoderenee.  whuever 
was  its  form  of  goTemioeDt.  But  of  all  forms  of 
goTcnuiunt  the  imited  teBtimony  of  all  history  ad- 
manishM  a  Republic  to  be  most  guarded  againsl 
it.  From  tbe  mameDt  that  Philip  iaiermed&dui 
Ibe  aibirs  of  Oceece,  the  liberty  of  Cbeece  <nu 
doomed  to  tnerimble  destmctioo. 

Si^tpoae,  said  Mr.  C,  we  coold  see  tbe  commu- 
nieatHin*  which  have  passed  t«tweea  His  Imptnal 
Majesty  and  the  British  QorerBment,  reapeetirely, 
.«uid  Spain,  in  regard  to  the  United  States ;  what 
do  you  imagine  would  be  their  character  7 
yau  snppoee  that  the  sane  language  has  been  beld 
la  Spun  and  toui7  Do  you  notgon  thecontrary, 
beliere,  thataentimenti  have  been  expressed  to  her, 
consoling  to  her  pride?  That  we  have  been  rep- 
resented,perhaps,  as  an  ambitious  Republic,Beeking 
to  aggrandize  onrsdves  at  her  expense? 

In  the  other  ground  taken  by  tbe  President,  the 
-present  distressed  condition  of  Spain,  for  his  re- 
eommendatiou  of  forbearance  to  act  during  the 
present  Eession,  Mr,  C.  was  sorry  alto  to  say  that 
It  .did  noi  appear  to  him  to  be  solid.  He  could 
well  conceive  how  the  weakness  of  yonr  aureosor 
might,  when  he  was  withholding  from  you  justice, 
form  a  motive  for  your  pressing  your  equilablt 
demands  upon  him  :  buihe  oouldnotacoordin  thi 
wisdom  of^  that  policy  which  would  wait  his  re- 
^oorery  of  stMngttiiao  as  to  enable  him  succeasfiilly 
-to  resist  those  demands.  Nor  woold  it  comport 
.loththepmeticeof  onr  own  Goremmenl  heieto- 
fiwe.  Did  we  not,  in  1811,  when  the  piescDtmon- 
aich  of  Spain  was  an  ignoble  captive,  and  the 
people  of  the  Peainstila  were  contending  for  tbe 
inestimable  privilc^  of  s^-^TerBment,leixeaad 
Mcnpy  that  part  of  Louisiana  which  is  situatod 
bttween  the  MininipiM  and  the  Perdidol  What 
mnat  the  people  of  Spain  think  of  that  poliejr  whiob 
-would  not  spttre  them,  and  which  commiseKtes 
tiaae  an  vnwortby  prince,  who  ignominionsly 
■oncndered  himself  to  his  enemy;  a  vile  detpot, 
of  whom  I  canoot  speak  in  appropriate  language 
.without  dc^rtiog  from  the  mpeet  due  to  this 
House  or  to  myself?  What  must  the  people  of 
'  South  America  think  of  (his  sympathy  for  Ferdi- 
nand, at  a  moment  when  they,  as  wdl  as  tbe  peo- 
ple of  tbe  PeniBsula  themselves,  (if  we  are  to  believe 
the  late  aceonnts,  and  t3od  send  they  may  be  true,) 
are  struggling  for  liberty  ? 

Again :  When  we  declared  oar  late  just  war 
afainst  Qteat  Britain,  did  we  wait  for  a  mooMBt 


when  she  was  freefrom  embarrassmeDtaaddistms; 
or  did  we  not  rather  wisely  select  a  period  when 
there  was  tbe  greatest  probability  of  siring  sncoeis 
to  our  arms?  What  was  the  eon^aint  in  Bng- 
land ;  what  the  language  of  &etion  here?    Was 


It  thai  we  bad 


ly  proolaimed  the  war  ai 


a  time  when  she  was  stniggliog  for  the  liboties  of 
the  world?  How  truly,  let  the  sequel  and  tbe 
voice  of  impartial  history  tell. 

Whilst  he  could  not,  therefore,  Mr.  C.  said,  per- 
suade himself  that  the  reasons  assigned  by  the 
President  for  poetpouiog  the  subject  of  our  Span- 
ish afikirs  until  another  session  were  entitled  to 
all  the  weight  which  he  seemed  to  think  belonged 
to  them,  he  did  not,  nevertheless,  regret  that  the 
particular  project  recommeiidcd  by  tbe  Committee 
of  Foreign  itelationa  was  thus  to  be  dispwed  f^; 
for  it  was  war,  war,  attempted  to  be  disguised. 
And  if  we  went  to  war,  be  tbooght  it  should  baK 
no  other  limit  than  indemnity  Tor  the  past,  and 
seeniity  for  the  future.  He  had  no  idea  oi  die 
wisdom  of  that  measaie  of  hoetilily  which  would 
bind  tiB,  whilst  tbe  othor  party  is  left  &ee. 

Before  he  proceeded  to  consider  the  partionlai 
popositions  miicb  the  resolntions  COB  tained  which 
ne  bad  had  the  honor  of  submitting  it  was  mate- 
rial to  detennine  the  actual  postureofoor  rations 
to  Spain.  He  considered  it  too  clear  to  need  dis- 
ousNon,  that  the  treaty  was  at  an  end  j  that  it  con- 
tained, in  its  pceseit  slate,  no  obligation  whatever 
upon  us,  and  no  obligation  whatevar  on  the  pert 
of  Spain.  It  was  as  if  it  had  nera  been.  We 
are  remitted  back  to  the  state  of  our  rights  and  our 
demands  which  existed  prior  to  the  conclusion  of 
the  treaty,  with  this  only  difierenee,  that,  instead 
of  beiDg  merged  in,  or  weakened  by  the  treaty, 
they  have  acquired  all  the  additional  force  which 
theioterveningtimeand  the  faithlessness  of  Spain 
can  oommasicate  to  them.  Standing  on  thb  po- 
sitios,  be  should  not  deem  it  necessary  to  interfere 
with  tbe  treaty-making  power,  if  a£zed  and  pe- 
ering porpoBe  had  not  boen  indieatod  bv  it,  to 
obtain  the  revival  of  the  treaty.  Now,  he  ibought 
it  a  bad  trBatjr,  Tbe  interest  of  tbe  oouDtry,  as  it 
appeared  to  bun,  forbade  its  renewal.  Being  gone, 
it  was  perfectly  incomprehensible  to  him  why  so 
mooh  solicitude  was  manifartad  to  ratare  iL  Yet 
it  is  clung  to  with  tbe  same  sort  of  frantic  afleo- 
tion  with  which  tbe  bereaved  mother  hugs,  her 
dead  in&nt  in  the  vain  hopeofbrifigiugit  iMtdt  to 
life. 

Has  the  Hoose  of  RnrcMotatives  a  rigbl  m 
express  its  opinion  upon  the  arrangement  made  in 
that  treaty  1  The  President,  by  asking  Congress 
to  carry  it  into  effect,  has  given  us  jnrisdiclioo  of 
the  snbiect,  if  we  had  it  not  before.  We  derive 
from  that  circumstance  the  right  to  connder — 
first,  if  there  be  a  treaty ;  sectmcQy,  if  we  ouobt  to 
carry  it  into  effect;  and,  thirdly,  if  there  M  no 
treaty,  whether  it  be  expedient  to  assert  our  rights, 
'  idependent  of  the  treaty.  It  will  not  be  contended 
ut  we  are  restricted  to  tbat  specific  mode  of  re- 
dress which  the  President  intimated  in  hisopeuing 
Message. 

The  first  resolution  which  he  had  presented,  as- 
sotted  that  tbe  Constitution  vests  in  the  Congress 


^yCoOi-^lc 


HISTOET  OF  CONGRESS. 


1726 


h  TnatB. 


<rfllMUailed  SUle*  Htc  power  lo  dlRpoM  oT  tke 
Utntar(  bdoncmg  to  Aaaj  aad  that  no  matf, 
puniortuu  to  aliauieaiiy  pMlion  tfaeieof, »  T*Ua, 
wilhoat  &t  concutience  oi  Congten. 

TliepfoponiioD  whicb  it  anerta  wu,  he  thought, 
^sofficioitly  maintaiBed  br  barely  raditig  Ae  eliuue 
in  tbe  CotutinitiDn  on  -which  it  reats :  "  Tke  Con- 
^rew  ihall  have  power  to  iwptmo  of,  &c.,  the  ter- 
ritory, or  other  prt^erty,  '**""g'"g  to  the  United 
Sutes." 

It  was  far  from  hia  wish  toreaewat  laigeadis- 
ctUHion  of  tbe  treaty-making  power.  The  Coiuti- 
tution  of  the  United  States  bad  not  defined  the 
precise  limits  of  that  power,  becanae,  from  tbe  na- 
toreof  it,  they  conid  not  be  preKiibed.  It  appMred 
to  him,  liowerer,  that  no  safe  Amtriean  (t^aMuan 
woold  anign  to  it  «  boundlcea  *aope.  He  pre- 
•amed,  for  example,  that  it  would  not  be  contended 
that,  IB  a  Oortcnmcnt  whieh  was  itwlf  limited, 
there  was  a  Amotioiury  withovt  limit.    The  fltst 

abonnd  to  tbe  power  in  qacKion,  be  appre- 
ed,  waa  that  no  treaty  eowd  r liiiiiiieBillj 

tranacend  the  very  otpject*  aad  purpoaei  of  the 
Ooirarataent  iiidL  He  thought,  aiac,  ttaat,ii^er- 
enr  there  were  ipeeifio  grants  of  power  to  Ch- 
ores*, they  limited  or  oontralledj  or,  he  woold  >«- 
taersf ''"'  - 


aa*,  uivjp  UUU1KU  vs  wutnJUQUi  ur,  u 

IT  say,  modified  the  exercise  of  the  0 


whieh  was  u 


Ha 


e  wiociple 


a  to  the  cln^oof  Cen- 
grcM ;  be  merdy  eoMended  that  the  Kncorrenca 
of  Congress  in  its  aelion  upon  those  aabjacls,  tna 
neseasary.  Nor  would  he  inuBt  thai  the  concnr- 
renee  Blimild  pieeede  that  aetion.  It  woald  be 
always  most  desirable  that  it  ahovld  piecede  it,  if 
eoaveoient,  to  guard  agaiost  the  eonnitment  of 
Cttigrec^  OD  the  one  band,  by  tbe  BzeeotiYe,  or, 
tot  tieotbar.  what  might  seem  to  be  a  violation  of 
the  bith  of  the  country,  |4edged  &r  the  latifloa- 
tion  of  the  treaty.  Bnt  he  was  pofeotly  awwe 
dut  it  would  be  rery  o6tai  bigUy  uconveniMtto 
deliberate,  in  a  body  so  nameroos  as  Oongm,  c» 
tbe  nature  of  those  teima  oa-whieh  it  might  be 
pMper  to  treat  with  fbreisnPowen.  Inthanewof 
the  snbjeot  which  ha  bad  beea  taikiiig,  tbere  was  a 
■neh  higher  dwee  of  seenrily  to  the:  interesU  of 
the  country.  For,  w^  all  bis  respect  for  the 
-  President  and  Senate,  it  could  not  dniarage  the 
wisdam  of  their  covaeib  to  add  to  it  that  of  this 
Haaae  also.  Bnt  if  tbe  concortenae  of  this  Hoiue 
be  not  ueeeasaiy  is  the  easce  aiserted  ;  if  there  be 
ao  testriction  opoa  the  power  he  was  oonsidering, 
it  night  draw  to  itself  and  absorb  the  ^ols  ofthe 
powers  of  OoTemnMiit  To  ooattact  nlliaMes, 
tostipulate  for  laietng  troops  to  be  eaiploi«d  in  a 
connaon  war  about  to  be  waged,  to  grant  subsi- 
diei,eTen  to  introduce  foreign  troops  within  tbe 
bosom  of  the  coonby,  were  not  unfrequent  in- 
stances  of  the  exercise  of  this  inwer ;  and  if,  in 
all  MKh  case*,  the  boncn  and  faith  of  the  nation 
were  committed,  by  tbe  asdoBiTe  act  of  the  Preai-  | 
dent  and  Senate,  the  melanaholy  doty  alone  might  1 
be  left  to  Congress  of  reeordiag  the  ruin  of  the 
RepuUic. 
The  Home  of  Hepreseatatires  haa  uniibnnly ' 


aMUBtained  its  tig^t  to  deUxaate  upon  those  tMa- 
ties  in  iriiich  thmx  tuyopatOioa  was  adied  by  ibe 
Executive.  In  the  first  ease  (hat  occurred  in  the 
progress  of  oar  Goveinment,  that  of  the  treaty, 
coiuno&ly  called  Mr.  Jay's  Treaty,  after  QencnL 
Washington  refused  to  commnnicate  hisinslmc- 
''  as  to  that  Idinisler,  tbe  Hense  asserted  its  ii|^ 
fifty  odd  rotes  to  thirty  odd.  Id  the  laM  ease 
It  oeeuned,  the  ConTeation  of  1815,  with  Orcai 
Britain,  although  it  pasaed  off  upon  what  was 
called  a  compromise,  this  Uouee  snbatantially  ob- 
tained its  object ;  &a,  if  that  Convoition  operated 
as  a  repeal  of  the  laws  with  wtueb  it  was  mceua- 
patibie,  the  act  which  passed  was. altogether  un- 


byfifi 
thatoi 


Bimosing,  however,  that  no  treaW  K^ich  uu- 
dertafcea  to  diqsMe  of  tbe  tetntory  of  the  Un^ed 
State*  is.  valid  without  the  eonearrenee  of  Oon- 
gress,  it  aaay  be  coateoded  that  stub  treaty  may 
eonstitationally  fix  the  luuiU  of  the  territodeaM 
the  United  Sate*,  wheK  they  are  dispated^  wiA- 
ont  tbe  copoporation orOonptsB.  Headmtttedit, 
whoi  the  Aaation  of  the  limits  aimply' waa  the  ob- 
ject, as  in  tbe  oaeeof  tbe  river  St  Croix. or  the 
mote  reeent  stindalitm  in  the  IVeuty  of  Gtient,  or 
in  that  of  the  Treaty  vrith  Spain  ia  1795.  In  all 
these  caaes,  the  treaty-making  power  merely  re- 
duce* to  cerUinty  that  which  was  be&te  tmasecr- 
taioed.  It  anaounoes  the  bet ;  it  proclaims  in  a 
tangible  fens  tbe  existence  of  the  bonadary ;  it 
doe*  not  make  a  new  boundary ;  it  mamtii  only 
where  the  new  boundary  was.  But  it  canaot 
under  color  of  fixing  a  boundary  previously  axist- 
ing,  though  not  in  net  marked,  undertake  to  cede 
away,  idthont  tbe  eonennence  of  Congnas,  whole 
provmoea.  If  the  subject  betme  of  a  mixed  char- 
acter; if  it  ceiuiits  partly  of  cession,  and  partly  of 
the  fixation  of  b  prior  limit,  he  eonteodcd  that 
the  Prasidait  must  oome  hoe  ibr  the  eoosent  of 
Coogtess.  But  in  the  Florida  Treaty  it  was  not 
prMmded  diat  the.  otgect  was  simply  a  declaia> 
tMN)  of  where  the  weateni  limit  of  Looiaiana  was: 
it  was,  00  tbe  cootrary,  tbe  caw  of  an  avowed 
am  of  tenitoiT  from  tbe  United  Stales  to 
Hpain.  The  .whole  of  the  coneapondokee  man- 
iiested  that  the  ifq>eetive  partiea  to  the  ncgolia- 
liou  vrere  not  engased  so  much  in  an  inqairy 
where  the  limit  of  Looisiann  was,  as  that  they 
g  ovectnrv  as  to  wk«B  it  ahoold  be. 
___   _  1  various  limits  prvpOKA  and  dis- 

eossed.  At  one  time  the  Hi*sissiK)i  is  prapesed : 
then  the  hlissoori;  then  a  river  uscbarging  ilsdf 
into  the  gulf  east  of  the  Sabine;  a  vast  deaertis 
proposed  to  aenaiate  the  Knitorie*  of  the  two  Pow- 
er* t  and  finally  the  Sabine,  wbieh  nather  of  the 
parties  had  evei  contended  was  the  ancient  limit 
of  Louisiana,  is  adi^ied,  and  the  boundary  is- ex- 
tended from  iU  source  1^  a  line  perfectly  new  and 
rUtrary ;  and  the  treaty  ilsdf  proclaims  its  pur- 
iKiee  to  be  a  oeaston  from  the  United  States  to 
Spain. 

Tlie  second  resolntioa  oompeebended  three  prop- 
ositions;  the  fint  of  whicb  was,  that  the  equiva- 
lent graated  by  Spain  to  the  United  State*  for  Ibe 
|m>vinoe  of  Texas  was  inadequate.  To  determine 
thti  it  was  necesnry  to  estimate  the  valne  of  what 
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we  ^re  and  of  what  wa  received.  Thi«  involved 
an  inquiry  into  our  claim  to  Texas.  It  was  not 
liit  purpose  to  enter  at  large  into  ibis  subject.  He 
{Resumed  the  spectacle  woold  not  be  presented  of 
qoestioning,  in  this  branch  of  the  Govenunent, 
our  title  to  Texas,  which  had  been  constantly 
maintained  by  the  Kxecative,  for  more  than  fifteen 

Ban  past,  under  three  several  Administrations, 
e  was  at  the  same  time  ready  and  prepared  to 
make  out  our  title,  if  any  one  in  this  House  were 
fearless  enoueh  to  controvert  it  He  would  for  the 
present  briefly  state  that  the  man  who  is  moat 
Umiliar  with  the  tmnsaclions  of  this  QovemmNit 
— who  so  laigely  participated  in  the  fonnsiicm  of 
the  Constitution,  and  in  all  that  has  been  done 
under  it;  who,  besides  the  eminent  services  that 
he  has  rendered  his  conntr^r,  principally  conti^- 
oied  to  the  acqnisition  of  Louisiana ;  and  who  must 
be  suf^KMed.  from  his  various  opportunities,  beat 
to  know  iu  limits — declared,  &fuxD  years  tap,  that 
our  title  to  the  Rio  del  Norte  was  aa  well  rounded 
as  it  was  to  the  island  of  New  Orleans. 

[Here  Mr.  C.  read  an  extract  from  a  memoir 
presented  in  1805,  by  Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Pinck- 
uey,  to  Mr.  Cevallos,  proving  that  the  boundary 
of  Louisiana  extended  eastward  to  the  Ferdido, 
and  westward  to  the  Rio  del  Norte ;  in  which  they 
aay :  "  The  facts  and  principles  which  justify  this 
'conclusion  ere  so  satisfactory  to  their  Govern- 
ment as  to  convince  it  that  the  United  States 
have  not  a  better  right  to  the  island  of  New  Or- 
leans, under  the  cession  referred  to,  than  they 
have  to  the  whole  district  of  territory  thus  de- 
scribed."] 

The  title  (o  the  Perdido  on  the  one  side,  and  to 
the  Rio  dd  Norte  on  the  other,  rested  on  the  same 
I)tii)ciple — the  prioritjr  of  discovery  and  occupa* 
tioin  by  France.  Spain  had  first  discovered  and 
made  an  establishment  at  Fensacola — France  at 
Dauphin  island  in  the  Bay  of  Mobile.  The  inter- 
mediate spacewasunoccupied;  and  the  principle  ob- 
served among  European  nations  having  contiguous 
iettlements-4)eing  that  the  unoccupied  space  be- 
tween them  should  be  equally  divided — was  appli- 
ed to  it,  and  the  Perdido  thus  became  the  common 
boundary.  So,  west  of  the  Mississippi,  La  Salle, 
acting  under  France,  in  1682  or  1683,  first  discov- 
ered that  river.  In  1685,  he  made  an  estsUish- 
meni  on  the  Bay  of  St.  Bernard,  west  of  the  Col- 
oiado,  emptyin§[  into  it.  The  nearest  JSpanun 
settlement  was  Pannco,  and  the  Rio  del  Norte, 
about  the  midway  line,  became  ibe  cununcm 
boundary. 

All  accounts  concurred  in  representing  Texas 
to  be  extremdy  valuable.  Its  supoficial  extent 
was  three  or  four  times  greater  than  that  of  Flori- 
da. The  climate  was  delicious;  the  soil  fertile; 
the  margins  of  the  rivera  abounding  iu  live  oak ; 
and  the  country  admitting  of  easy  settlement.  It 
possessed,  moreover,  if  he  were  not  misinformed, 
one  of  the  finest  porU  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
The  productions  of  which  it  was  capable  were 
suited  to  our  wants.  The  unfortunate  captive  of 
8l  Helena  wished  for  ships,  commerce,  and  colo- 
nies. We  have  them  all,  if  we  do  not  wantonly 
throw  them  away.    The  colonies  of  other  coun- 


tries are  separated  from  them  by  vast  seas,  n 

ing  great  expense  to  protect  tbem,  and  are 

mibject  to  a  constant  risk  of  their  being  torn  from 
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their  grasp.  Our  colonies,  on  the  contrary,  i 
unitea  to  and  form  a  part  of  our  continent ;  and 
the  same  Mississippi,  from  whose  rich  deposite  the 
best  of  them  f  Louisiana)  has  been  formed,  will 
transport  on  ner  bosom  the  brave  and  pabiotic 
men  from  her  Iribubuy  streams  to  defend  and  pre- 
serve the  next  most  valuable,  the  province  of 
Texas. 

We  wanted  Florida,  or  rather  we  dtall  want  it, 
or,  to  speak  yet  more  correctly^  we  want  nobody 
else  to  nave  iL  We  do  not  desire  it  for  immediate 
use.  It  fills  a  space  in  our  imagination,  and  we 
wish  it  to  complete  the  arrondissement  of  our  ter- 
ritory. It  must  certainly  come  lo  us.  The  ripen- 
ed Iruit  will  not  more  surely  fall.  Florida  is  en- 
closed in  between  Alabama  and  Georgia,  and  can- 
not escape.  Texas  may.  Whether  we  get  Florida 
now  or  some  five  or  ten  years  hence,  is  of  no  con- 
sequence, provided  no  other  Power  gets  it;  and  if 
any  other  Power  should  attempt  to  take  it,  an  ex- 
isting act  of  Congress  authorizes  the  Presidait  to 
g event  it.  He  was  not  disused  to  disparase 
lorida,  but  its  intrinsic  value  was  iacomparaUy 
less  than  that  of  Texas.  Almost  its  sole  value 
was  military.  The  possession  of  it  would  undoubt- 
edly communicate  some  additional  security  to 
Louisiana  and  to  the  American  commerce  in  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico.  But  it  was  not  very  essential  to 
have  it  for  protection  to  Georgia  and  Alabama. 
There  could  be  do  attack  upon  either  of  them,  by 
n  foreign  Power,  on  the  sioe  of  Florida.  It  now 
covered  those  States.  Annexed  to  the  United 
States,  and  we  should  have  to  extend  our  line  of 
defence  so  as  to  embrace  Florida.  Far  from  beinc, 
therefore,  a  source  of  immediate  profit,  it  would 
l>e  (he  occasion  of  considerable  immediate  expense. 
The  acquisition  of  it  was  certainly  a  fair  object  of 
our  policy ;  and  ought  never  lo  be  lost  si^ht  of.  It 
was  even  a  laudable  ambition  in  any  Chief  Magia- 
trate  lo  endeavor  to  illustrate  the  epoch  of  his  ad- 
ministration by  such  an  acquisition.  It  was  less 
necessary,  however,  to  fill  the  measore  of  the  hon- 
ors of  thie  present  Chief  Magistrate  than  that  of 
any  other  man,  in  consequence  of  the  large  share 
which  he  had  in  obtaining  all  Louisiana.  Bat, 
whoever  may  deserve  the  renown  which  may  at- 
tend ine  incorporation  of  Florida  into  our  Confed- 
eracy, it  is  our  business,  as  the  representatives  of 
the  people,  who  are  to  pay  the  price  of  it,  to  take 
care,  as  far  as  we  constitutianBlly  can,  that  too 
much  is  not  given.  He  would  not  give  Texas  for 
Florida  in  a  naked  exchange.  We  were  bound 
by  the  treaty  to  give  not  merely  Texas,  but  fire 
millions  of  dollars  also,  and  the  excess  beyond  that 
sum  of  all  our  claims  upon  Spain,  which  have 
been  variously  estimated  at  from  fifteen  to  twenty  - 
millions  of  dollars. 

The  public  is  not  generally  apprized  of  another 
large  consideration  which  passed  from  us  to  Spain, 
if  an  interpretation  which  he  had  heard  siv^  to 
the  treaty  vrere  just,  and  it  was  certainly  plausible. 
Subsequent  to  the  transfer,  but  before  the  delivery, 
of  Louisiana  from  Spain  to  France,  the  then  Gor- 
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entor  of  Ne\7  OileanR  (he  believed  his  name  was 
GmyoBo)  made  «  number  of  couceBsions  djxhi  the 
paymeot  of  an  mcODsiderable  peconisiy  consider- 
alion,  amouDtinK  to  between  nine  hundred  thou- 
nnd  and  a  millioD  of  acres  of  land,  shniliir  to 
thow  recently  made  »i  Madrid  to  the  royal  faror- 
ilcB.  This  land  is  situated  in  Feliciana,  uid  be- 
tween the  Mistiuippi  and  the  Amite,  in  the  present 
State  of  Louisiana.  It  was  ^ntied  to  persons 
who  posseased  the  very  best  itiformatioQ  of  the 
coimtry,  and  is  no  donb^  Cherefore,  the  choice  land. 
TheUnited  States  have  never  recognised,  but  hare 
coDstandy  denied  the  Talidity  of  these  ooneesskms. 
It  is  contended  by  tbe  tmrtiea  concerned  thai  they 
are  confimied  by  the  late  treaty.  By  the  second 
artieie  hit  Catholic  Majesty  G»les  to  the  United 
Swei,  in  full  Hopetty  and  sovereignty,  all  the 
territories  whicn  belong  to  him,  titrated  to  the 
foMMfd  of  the  MissiMippi,  known  by  tbe  name  of 
JSJMt  ami  ffsK  florida.  And  by  tbe  ei^th  article 
all  the  grants  of  land  made  before  the  Mth  of  Jan- 


Ac.  Nov,  the  grants  in  question,  haTtng-  been 
made  loiu;  prior  to  that  day,  are  tuppoeed  to  be 
confirmed.  He  understood,  fiom  a  person  interest- 
ed, that  Don  Onis  had  assured  him  it  was  his  in- 
tention to  confiira  them.  Whether  the  Ameriean 
negotiator  had  the  same  inteniion  or  not,  he 
(Mr.  C.)  did  not  know.  It  will  not  be  pretended 
thai  the  letter  of  Mr.  Adams,  of  ihe  12th  of  March, 
1818,  in  which  he  declines  to  treat  any  further 
with  respect  to  any  part  of  the  territory  included 
within  ma  limits  of  the  Stale  of  Louisiana,  can 
control  the  operation  of  the  subsequent  treatr. 
That  treaty  must  be  inteipreted  by  what  is  in  it, 
and  not  by  what  is  out  of  it.  Tlie  OTertnree  which 
passed  between  the  parties  respectively,  prior  to 
Ihe  conelurion  of  the  treaty,  can  neither  restrict 
not  enlaige  its  meaning.  Horeover,  when  Mr. 
Madison  occupied,  in  18U,  the  country  between 
the  Hisaiasinpi  and  the  Perdido,  he  declared  that, 
in  our  ban^  it  should  be,  as  it  has  been,  subject 
to  negotiation. 

It  residts,  then,  that  we  have  given  for  Florida, 
charged  attd  iocomberedas  it  is — 

tat.  Unincnmbered  Texas ; 

2d.  Five  millions  of  dollan : 

3d.  A  surrender  of  all  our  claims  upon  Spain, 
not  included  in  that  five  millions  ;  and, 

4di.  If  tbe  interpretation  of  the  treaty  vriiieh  he 
had  stated  were  w«U  fwinded,  about  a  million  of 
acres  of  the  best  unseated  land  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  worth  perhaps  ten  millions  of  dollars. 

The  first  proposition  contained  in  the  second 
reaolution  was  thus,  Mr.  C.  thought,  fully  sustained. 
The  next  was,  that  it  was  inexpedient  to  cede 
Texas  to  any  foreign  Power.  Mr.  C.  said  he  was 
opposed  lothetransfer  of  anv  part  of  the  territories 
of  the  United  States  to  any  foreign  Power.  Tbey 
eonstitnted,  in  his  opinion,  a  sacred  inheritance  of 


and  inviolable  law  of  the  land,  that  they  dionld 

be  inalienable  to  any  foreign  Power.    It  was  qnlle 

evident  that  it  was  in  theerderofPiovide&ce;  that 
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it  was  BD  inevitable  result  of  the  [vinciple  of  pop- 
ulation, that  the  whole  of  this  continent,  including 
Texas,  was  to  be  peopled  in  process  of  tune.  The 
question  was,  by  whose  race  shall  it  be  pe<^ed? 
In  onr  hands  it  will  be  peopled  by  freemen,  and 
ons  of  freemen,  carrying  with  them  our  lan- 
guage, our  laws,  and  our  liberties ;  establishing  on 
the  prairies  of  Texas  temples  dedicated  to  the  simple 
and  devont  modes  of  worship  of  God  incident  to 
our  religion,  and  temples  dedicated  to  that  fireedom 
which  we  adore  next  to  Him.  In  the  hands  of 
others,  it  may  become  tbe  habitation  of  despotism 
and  of  slaves,  snbject  to  the  vile  dominion  of  the 
inquisition  and  of  superstition.  He  knew  that 
there  were  honest  and  enlightened  men  who  feared 
■bat  OUT  Confederacy  was  already  too  large,  and 
that  there  was  danger  of  disruption  arising  out  of 
the  want  of  reciprocal  coherence  between  its  sev- 
eral parts.  He  hc^ied  and  believed  that  the  prin- 
ciple of  repiesentation,  and  the  formation  of  States, 
would  preserve  us  an  united  peojde.    Birt  if  Texas, 


carry  along  with  her  a  noble  crew,  consisting  of 
our  children's  children.  The  diSerence  between 
those  who  might  be  disinclined  to  its  anneiatitHi 
to  our  Confederacy,  and  him,  was,  that  their  sys- 
tem began  where  nis  might,  possibly,  in  some  dia- 
tant  future  day,  terminate ;  and  that  theirs  began 
with  a  foreign  race,  aliens  to  every  diing  diat  we 
hold  dear,  and  his  ended  with  a  race  partaking  of 
all  our  qoalities.  ' 

The  last  proposition  which  the  second  resolution 
affirms,  is,  thatiiisineipedient  to  renew  the  treaty. 
If  Spam  had  promptlj^  ratified  it,  bad  a.<t  it  is,  he 
would  have  acquiesced  in  it.  After  tbe  protracted 
negotiation  which  it  terminated ;  after  the  irritat- 
ing and  exasperating  correspondence  which  pre- 
ceded it,  he  would  have  taken  the  treaty  as  a  man 
who  has  passed  a  long  and  restless  nignt,  turning 
and  tosaing  in  his  bed,  snatches  at  day  an  hour^ 
disturbed  repose.  But  she  would  not  ratify  it ; 
she  would  not  consent  to  be  botmd  by  it,  and  ^e 
has  liberated  us  from  it  Is  it  wise  to  renew  the 
negotiation,  if  it  is  to  be  recommenced  by  annoon- 
cing  to  her  at  onceour  ultimatnm?    Shall  we  not 

S'  re  ha  the  vantaee  ground  1  In  early  life  be 
d  sometimes  indiilged  in  a  species  of  amusement, 
which  yean  and  experience  had  determined  bim 
to  renounce,  which,  if  the  Committee  woaJd  allow 
him  to  use  it,  furnished  him  with  a  figure — BtaH 
we  enter  on  the  game,  with  our  hand  racDoaed  to 
tbe  adversary,  wnibt  be  shuffles  tbe  earns  to  ac- 
quire more  strength  f  What  has  lost  us  his  ratifi- 
cation of  the  treaty  1  Incontestably  onr  impor- 
tunity to  procure  the  ratification,  and  the  hopes 
whicn  that  opportunity  inspired,  that  he  could  yet  . 
obtain  more  from  us.  Let  us  undeceive  him.  Let 
us  proclaim  the  acknowledged  truth,  that  tbe  treaty 
is  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  this  country.  Are 
we  not  told,  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  the  bold 
and  confident  assertion,  that  Don  Onis  was  author- 
ized to  grant  us  much  more,  and  that  Spain  dare 
not  deny  his  instructiims  ?  That  the  line  of  de- 
martntioD  is  far  within  his  limits  ?  If  she  would 
have  then  granted  ns  more,  is  her  porition  now 
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more fsTorable  to  her  in  the  negotiation?    Id 
<    relations  lo  foreign  Powers,  it  may  be  someti: 
politic  to  sacrifice  a  portion  of  our  rights  to  secure 
the  residue.    But  is  Spain  such  a  Power  as  that  it 
becomes  ub  to  sacrifice  those  rights  7    Is  she  ea- 
titled  to  it  by  her  justice,  bv  ber  observance  of 

J    c_;.L    ._  1 L... .'li  ' r ;_ 


has  insulted  us,  by  asking  the  disgraceful  stipula- 
tion that  we  shall  not  recognise  the  patriots.  Let 
tu  put  aside  the  treaty  ;  tell  her  to  grant  us  our 
rights,  to  their  uttermost  extent.  And  if  she  still 
palters,  let  us  assert  those  rights  by  whatever 
measures  it  is  for  the  interest  of  our  country  to 
adopt 

If  the  treaty  were  abandoned  ;  if  it  were  not  oa 
the  contrary  signified,  too  distinctly,  that  there 
was  to  be  a  continued  and  unremitting  eudeavor 
to  obtain  its  reriral,  he  would  not  think  it  adviu- 
Ue  for  this  House  to  interpose.  But,  with  all  the 
information  in  our  possession,  and  holding  the 
opinions  which  he  entertained,  he  thought  it  the 
bounden  duty  of  the  House  to  adopt  the  resoln- 
tioas.  Hehedacquittedbimselfofwnathedeemed 
a  solemn  duty,  in  bringing  up  the  subject.  Others 
would  discharge  theirs  according  lo  their  own 
sense  of  them. 

Mr.  LowHDEH  followed  Mr.  Clat  in  the  debate. 
Before  entering  into  a  discustion  of  the  merits  of 
the  propositions  submitted  by  the  Speaker,  be  said, 
it  appeared  to  him  there  was  a  previous  question 
to  be  settled,  the  determination  of  which  might 
preclude  a  aecision  of  the  main  question  on  its 
merits.  That  question  was,  whether  the  attempt, 
on  the  part  of  this  House,  to  take  the  conduct  of 
ac^tiaiions  with  foreign  Fgwers  into  its  hands 
would  not  be  greatly  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of 
the  country?  It  was  worthy  of  inquiry,  also, 
whether  it  was  consistent  with  prudence,  or  with 
wisdom,  to  engage  in  the  discussion  of  propositions, 
the  adoption  of  which  would  have  that  effect? 

Mr.  L.  said  he  was  far  from  considering  the  two 
resolutions  now  before  the  Committee  as  of  the 
aune  character.  He  was  ready  to  admit  that  the 
consideration  of  the  question,  now  far  this  House 
has  a  right  (o  interpose  in  respect  to  treaties — of 
this  theoreticBlly  abstract  question — was  not  liable 
to  the  same  objection  as  the  discussion  of  the  sec- 
ond resolve ;  l»it  he  should  consider  the  consump- 
tion of  time  in  its  discussion  utterly  teeless  and 
wasteful  at  this  moment. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  had  made  a  re- 
mark, in  relation  to  the  late  communication  of  the 
President  to  Congress,  which,  Mr.  L.  said,  ap- 
peared to  him  lo  have  arisen  entirely  from  misap- 
mehension  of  the  nature  of  that  communication. 
The  gentleman  considered  the  Message  as  founded 
OH  the  wishes  of  those  foreign  Powers  whose  views 
on  the  subject  our  Government  had  been  apprized 
of>  The  best  attention  which  he  had  been  able  to 
bestow  on  the  subject,  Mr.  L.  said,  had  led  to  con- 
clusions totally  difierent  from  this.  The  papers 
WCompKnying  the  Messaee  were  such  as  ought  to 
have  been  commnnicBted  for  the  information  of 


Congress,  but  were  not  the  only  RrcAuids  of  the 
Message.  Could  any  man  read  the  Message  with- 
out seung  that  the  ground  of  delay  recommended 
by  the  President,  is  the  probability,  of  which  evi- 
dence is  fumiiihea  in  part  by  communications  from 
the  Ministers  of  foreign  Powers  directly  and  indi- 
rectly to  our  Government,  that  the  object  of  the 
United  States  may  be  accomplished  without  a  re- 
sort to  such  measures  as  has  been  recommended 
by  a  Committee  of  this  House  ?  It  would  be  an 
extravagance  of  independence  lo  say,  not  only  that 
foreign  nations  sboiud  not  inteipi»e  in  a  contro- 
versy between  us  and  a  foreign  Power,  but  that 
they  should  not  even  be  allowed  to  furnish  us  with 
facts — with  that  information  without  which  there 
vna  no  wisdom  in  the  conduct  of  foreign  negotia- 
tions. Mr.  L.  quoted  the  Message  oi  the  Preai- 
dent,  to  show  tbat  the  only  ground  on  which  a 
delay  of  coercive  measures  against  Spain  was  re- 
commended, was,  that  there  was  reason  to  believe 
that  the  object  of  the  United  Slates  might  be  at- 
tained without  resorting  to  them.  Was  it  at  all  ex- 
traordinary  that  information  on  this  head  shonld 
be  obtained  from  foreign  Powers  ?  Was  it  at  all 
extraordinary  that  Spain  should  not  develope  her 
views  to  us,  who  are  the  adverse  party,  yet  nhokild 
disclose  them  to  a  Power  which  is  not  a  principal 
in  the  controversy,  but  her  ally  and  amutualfriend? 
The  Executive  docs  not  reject  information  from 
any  quarter,  and,  least  of  all,  from  a  quarter  where 
it  IS  most  to  be  relied  on.  With  regard  to  forei^ 
interference,  he  should  repel,  with  as  much  in- 
dignation as  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  any 
attempt  to  intermeddle  in  our  internal  affairs.  Yet, 
every  tnan  who  would  reflect  on  the  condition  in 
which,  in  the  lapse  of  time,  the  United  States  tnay 
be  placed,  would  see,  that  there  might  be  cases  in 
which,  with  all  our  repugnance  to  the  interposition 
of  foreign  nations,  we  may  be  induced,  as  to  col- 
lisions with  foreign  Stales,  to  consent  to  the  arbi-  I 
tration  of  other  foreign  States,  not  interested  in  | 
the  controversy.  Thus,  ituch  a  provision  had  been 
made  in  r^rd  to  certain  cases  embraced  by  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent ;  and,  at  this  very  moment,  one 
of  the  qneslions  arising  between  ui  and  Qreat  Brit-  j 
ain  in  regard  to  that  treaty  had  been  referred  to  the 
arbitration  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia.  If,  as  in 
the  case  provided  for  by  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  the  . 
mediation  of  a  foreign  Power  may  be  accepted  witti  | 
respect  to  questions  of  boundaries,  may  we  not  go  \ 
so  far  as  to  say  that  there  may  be  cases  in  which 
we  shall  pay  considerable  deference  to  the  opinions 
of  a  disinterested  foreign  Power  where  territorial 
acquisitions  areeoac^ned? 

But,  Mr.  L.  said,  a  remark  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  apart  from  the  main  question  be- 
fore the  committee,  seemed  to  require  that  he 
should ;  before  proceeding  further,  say  something 
of  the  condition  in  which  the  Committee  of  For- 
eign Relations,  of  which  be  was  one,  was  placed 
by  the  Message  from  the  President.    Whether  it  ' 

was  owing  to  insensibility  or  not,  Mr.  L.  said  he 
did  not  feel  that  awkwardness  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  seemed  to  suppose  that  com- 
mittee must  feel.  When  the  committee  recom- 
mended the  immediate  occupation  of  Florida,  and 
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With  one  informatioD  one  course  might  be  cor- 
rect, whilst  with  other  information  a  difieient 
course  would  be  proper.  Though  not  satisfied 
that  a  different  course  should  be  pursued  from  that 
recommended  by  the  committee,  yet,  a  different 
course  bein^  recommended  by  circumstances  sub- 
sequently disclosed,  indicatioR  the  feeling  of  the 
nation  and  the  sentiment  of  tnis  House,  would  a 
discussion  of  the  suhject  have  been  deemed  by  any 
gentleman  adranlageous  to  the  interests  of  the 
country?  Ought  the  Committee  to  hare  urged  a 
decision  on  their  proposition,  when  no  possible 
advantage  could  hare  resulted  from  itl  Must  it 
not,  on  the  contrary,  bare  led  to  a  discussion 
which  would  be  as  injurious  as  he  would  show 
that  the  present  discussion  would  be,  should  he 
not  succeed  in  a  motion  which  he  should  m«ke, 
as  indiscreet  as  the  gentleman  might  think  it,  to 
[Hevent  the  further  discussion  of  it. 

A  strong  objection,  even  to  a  discussion  of  the 
resolutions  of  the  Speaker,  was,  that,  is  relation 
to  both  of  them,  no  possible  benefit  could  arise 
from  the  discussion  of  them^ — nay,  that  a  discus- 
sion, in  such  a  manner  as  to  lead  to  a  jaat  decision 
of  them,  was  impracticable.  He  aslted  any  gen- 
tleman to  sa^  wnether  it  was  not  apparent  that 
the  questions  involred  in  them  could  not  now  be 
freeljr  discussed?  Under  the  circumstance^  it 
certainly  was;  and,  said  be,  a  discussion  into 
which  we  enter  manacled,  we  onsht  not  to  enter 
at  all. 

With  regard  to  the  treaty -making  power,  Mr. 
L.  said,  be  was  willioK  to  admit,  that,  in  relation 
to  those  stipulations  which  apply  to  subjects  such 
as  are  among  the  enumerated  powers  of  Congress, 
the  sanction  of  the  Representative  body  to  them 
was  necessary.  He  had,  however,  no  intention  to 
eater  into  this  general  argument  If  discussed, 
^d  he,  it  would  force  us  mto  an  extent  of  dis- 
cussion for  which  the  limits  of  the  session  would 
be  too  narrow.  It  would  include  not  only  all  the 
discussions  of  179S  and  1816,  but  would  open  new 
grounds.  The  Speaker  himself,  he  presumed, 
would  not  be  disposed  to  insist  that  this  House 
has  a  power,  in  rdatiou  to  a  treaty  stipulating  for 
a  cession  of  territory,  which  it  has  not  in  relation 
to  a  stipulation  for  the  payment  of  money.  If 
there  be  a  power  peculiarly  ours,  said  Mr.  L.,  it  is 
the  power  over  the  purse  of  the  nation.  If  it  be 
contended  thai  neither  can  territory  be  ceded,  nor 
money  paid,  without  the  consent  uf  this  House, 
there  is  a  question  beyond  that  again ;  will  you 
maintain  that  a  dain,  on  our  part,  for  money  or 
for  territory,  however  well  founded,  cannot  be 

S elded  7  Such  cases  were  peculiarly  a  subject 
r  treaty  stipulations.  The  very  treaty  of  which 
we  are  speaking  contains  a  renunciation  of  claims. 
In  case  of  a  claim  on  your  part,  not  recognised 


by  treaty,  for  an  equivalent,  Ac. 
'^    '       disposition  to  enter  at  large 


»idhe 
'  systemati- 


wilh  the  history  of  the 


guished  Minister  in  France;  that,  in  addition  to 
those  powers  puretv  Bxecutive,  which  did  not 
come  in  confiict  with  the  powers  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  Mr.  Gallatin  admitted,  in  the 
great  debate  of  1795,  there  was  another  and  a  re- 
sulting power  which  did  belong  to  the  treaty- 
making  authority.  That,  for  example,  to  a  stipu- 
lation that  any  act  should  not  pass,  the  consent  of 
the  House  of  Represenlalives  was  not  necessary, 
because  the  President  and  Senate,  being  branches 
of  Congress,  had  it  in  their  power  to  enforce  and 
fulfil  the  treaty,  by  withholding  their  assent  from 
any  such  acL  Apply  that  argument  to  the  case 
of  a  renunciation  of  a  claim  for  money  or  for  ter- 
ritory. Not  being  in  the  possession  either  of  our 
Oovernment  or  of  a  foreign  Power,  it  could  be  re- 
claimed or  renounced  only  by  negotiation  or  by 
war,  and  to  either  course  the  consent  of  the  nego- 
tiating power  was  necessary,  dec.  In  relation  to 
questions  of  boundary,  it  was  admitted  on  all 
hands  that  the  treaty-making  authority  was  com- 
petent to  their  adjustment;  its  competencv  must 
be  equally  admitted  in  rdation  to  all  unanjnsted 
claims.  He  submitted  then  to  the  Committee, 
whether  there  could  be  anv  ease  of  an  adjustment 
of  a  claim  to  boundary,  wnich  did  not  include  a 
cession  of  supposed  right  to  territory  by  one  or  the 
other  party.  You  may  establish  pomts ;  you  may 
say  there  a  colony  was  planted — here  a  man  was 
shipwrecked ;  you  may  assert  that  these  points  in- 
clude the  territory  to  which  you  have  a  right ;  but 
the  lines  of  your  boundary  most,  after  all,  be  ad- 
justed by  negotiation—Jiy  reciprocal  agreement. 
Mr.  L.  said  he  should  be  sorry  if  it  should  be  in- 
ferred, from  what  he  had  said,  that  he  was  of 
opinion  that  the  ground  assumed  in  the  resolution 
was  decidedly  erroneous.  That  it  asserted  a  power 
much  greater  than  had  heretofore  been  claimed 
for  the  House  of  RepresentadveH,  he  was  confi- 
dent; but  he  did  not  mean  to  say  that  he  had 
formed  a  decided  o^nion  different  from  that  of 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  on  this  point.  He 
had  thought  of  it  but  for  a  dav  or  two.  It  was, 
however,  a  question  into  whicn  he  thought  the 
House  ought  not  wantonly  and  uaeleaaly  to  enter, 
especially  as  it  had  now  no  superSuoos  lime  on  its 

[Here,  the  hour  bemg  late,  Mr.  Lowmoeb  com- 
plied with  the  wish  of  agentletnan  near  him,  and 
gave  way  for  an  adjournmenL  The  next  day  he 
resumed  his  remarks.] 

Mr.  L.  did  not,  he  repeated,  intend  to  express 
any  opinion  affirmatively  or  nentiTelv  on  the 
proposition  contained  in  tne  first  of  theaoore  res- 
olutions. But,  he  said,  it  touched  a  subject  ao 
complicated  and  difficult  as  to  make  it  necessary, 
if  acted  on  at  all,  that  it  should  occupy  a  mucn 
greater  portion  of  time  in  the  discussion  than 
could  be  spared  ai  this  period  of  the  session  for 
the  discussion  of  an  abstract  proposition.  There 
must  be  many  gentlemen  on  this  floor  who  recol- 
lected the  length  and  arduous  nature  of  the  dis- 
cussioii  of  1795  on  this  subject    There  wtreDooe 
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who  oovtd  not  aee  that  the  Tesolntioii  of  the 
9pe>k9r  emlv&ced  a  luser  <d>ject  than  was  emr 
bnced  br  that  of  17S5.  The  eoncluaion  most  be, 
that,  if  aeclded  at  all  bf  this  Hooae,  it  would  be 
after  K  long  discunion.  But,  suppose  the  reaolo- 
tioD  weal  no  further  than  that  of^l795 — howerei 
Strang  might  be  the  opinion  of  a.  majority  in  favor 
ot  the  raolntioit  of  1795— it  could  not  be  expect- 
ed but  thete  would  be  Bume  debate  on  such  a  pto- 
podlion.  The  smaller  the  laiaoiity,  the  Etronger 
the  leaion  whf  their  arguments  should  be  beaid, 
and  laid  before  the  pablic.  The  resoladoD  of 
1796  Tcmaina  on  the  ioumals.  and  there  could  be 
no  reason  assigned,  eren  did  Inii  resolution  fo  no 
farther  than  that,  for  reaffirming  it.  But  this  tea- 
olotioD  nies  much  further  than  that  of  179S, 


L.  knew,  contetided  hy  anf  one,  that  in  relation 
to  terriloTf  claimed  by  us,  but  not  in  out  possession, 
a  trtatjr  for  the  ndjostment  of  the  title  would  re- 
quire the  saacLion  of  this  House.  Would  it  be 
prudent,  aaid  he,  by  anticipation,  when  we  know 
not  of  any  circamstancea  which  make  the  decis- 
ion af  this  qucatioD  necenary,  to  uodertake  to  de- 
cide iti  Is  there  any  member  of  this  Committee 
who  supposes  that  the  effect  of  a  decision  in  favor 
of  this  propaaition  will  be  to  preclude  a  discus- 
sion and  decision  of  the  question  hereafter,  should 
the  treaty  be  eventually  ratified  7  Mr.  L.  pre- 
sumed not.  Indeed,  he  said,  were  this  proposition 
to  be  discussed  now  for  a  week,  it  would  only 
serve  to  prepare  the  ground  for  another  diseuaiioa 
hereafter. 

Whilst,  however,  he  had  no  other  obiectic_  ._ 
the  discBuion  of  the  first  resolution,  btti  what 
aroee  from  a  regard  to  the  economy  of  time,  he 
had  much  stronger  objections  to  the  consideration 
and  decision  of  the  second.  He  did  not  under- 
stand bow  any  decinion,  or  even  free  discussion  of 
that  qnesiion,  could  take  place  without  endanAer- 
iag  the  important  interests  of  the  country.  This 
he  was  sure  the  Speaker  would  do  as  unwitlingly 
as  any  mui.  Bni,  said  he,  pending  the  ratifica- 
tjon  of  the  treaty  bjr  Spain,  are  we  to  enter  into 
the  queition  of  our  title  to  the  tenitory  as  far  as 
the  Rio  dd  Norte  7  Would  it  be  prudent  to  do 
sol  Ceitainly  not.  Yet,  if  there  was  on  unre* 
saved  disduasion,  that  must  be  the  preliminary 
step.  Do  you  attach  any  consequence  to  a  reso- 
lutton  of  this  kbd?  Do  you  expect  it  to  have 
an  influence  at  home,  and  to  be  respected  abroad : 
and  dp  ytxi  not  begin  by  a  laborious  and  careful 
examination  of  your  right  to  the  territory  in  qoes- 
tiDn7  Will  you  come  to  a  formal  and  solemn 
annoQciation  that  yon  arc  fully  entitled  to  all  this 
tarritory,  without  ddiberately  and  temperately 
examining  the  grounds  on  which  that  right  rests  t 
If  you  determine  that  you  will  write  iastruetions 
to  oar  negotiators;  that  we  ahall  on  this  floor 
preaeribe  what  the  condiiious  of  a  treaty  for  a 
settlement  of  limits  shall  be,  it  becomes  necessary 
that  the  title  of  the  respective  p^^es  shall  be 
fuDy  investigated.  Our  open  doors  show  that  this 
is  not  the  place  to  discuss  what  we  will  ask  in  a 
~  ''  -'  a  with  a  foreign  Pow«r,  and  what  we 


will  be  tonteni  to  receive.  It  would  be,  to  tise  the 
Speaker's  fi^re,  to  display  oar  open  hand  to  onr 
adversary,  hut  being  concealed,  as  ours  ought  to  be. 

It  had  been  doubted,  Mr.  L.  said,  whether  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature  has  a  right  to 
join  in  instnictions  given  to  our  diplomatic  agents 
with  regard  to  the  terms  of  a  treaty.  Prom  con- 
venience, at  least,  this  power,  given  to  the  Senate 
almost  by  the  terms  of  the  Constitution,  had  not, 
under  the  practical  coustruciion  of  that  instru- 
ment, been  latterly  exercised  by  the  Senate,  but 
the  Executive  had  been  entirely  charged  with  that 
duty  and  that  responsibility. 

Mr.  L.  enlarged  open  the  inconvenience  of  a 
public  discussion  here  of  what,  in  an  amicable 
negotiation,  we  mean  to  insist  on,  and  what  we 
mean  to  give  «p.  He  had  no  objection  to  saying, 
for  himself,  what  he  would  do  on  that  head.  But, 
he  said,  if  a  discussion  was  to  take  place  on  the 
formal  proposition  contained  in  this  resolution,  un- 
leiis  the  discussion  was  to  be  utterly  unmeaning,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  examine  as  well  the  valid- 
ity of  titles  as  the  relative  value  of  territory,  Ac. 
It  was  unoeceasary  for  him  to  assign  reasons  why 
an  inquiry  into  the  validity  of  tide  would  be  in- 
jurious. They  were  sufficiently  obvious.  With 
regard  to  the  value  of  the  territory  in  question,  if 
the  members  were  fullv  informed  on  the  suhject, 
it  would  yet  be  needless  to  discuss  it.  But,  he 
said,  be  believed  the  requisite  information  was 
not  at  hand.  For  his  part,  although  he  had  paid 
considerable  attention  to  this  subject,  and  gathered 
information  from  all  sources  accessible  to  him,  he 
had  never  heard,  respecting  the  value  of  the  prov- 
ince of  Texas,  any  estimate  of  its  seaport  in  any 
degree  corresponding  with  that  given  by  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Kentucky. 

If  the  House  was  called  on  to  vote  on  this  reso- 
lution, it  was  above  all  desirable  that  they  should 
understand  it.  Mr.  L.  said  be  thought  he  under- 
stood it.  Its  meaning  clearly  was,  that  it  was ' 
inexpedient  to  cede  any  part  ot  the  territory  which 
we  have  west  of  the  Sabine.  Suppose  onr  claim 
to  that  territory  to  be  undoubted,  said  he,  are  we 
prepared  to  say,  however  worthless  it  may  be,  how- 
ever great  the  equivalent  for  it,  that  we  will  give 
up  no  part  of  it  for  any  territory,  however  essen- 
tial or  important  to  usi  Now,  for  myself,  I  am 
not  ready  to  say,  that  I  am  not  willing  to  give  up 
any  thing  west  of  the  Sabine  for  any  considera- 
tion whatever.  If  there  be  any  territory  of  doubt- 
ful value,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  there  is 
in  the  rest  of  the  world  nothing  of  so  much  value 
that  T  miKht  not  be  induced  to  exchange  the  one 
for  the  other. 

Mr.  L.  therefore  was  opposed  to  en^ging  in 
this  discassion,  and  because  he  considered  the 
second  resolve  to  embrace  an  objectadverse  to  the 
interests  of  the  country,  as  well  as  contrary  to  the 
spirit  of  the  Constitution.  That  this  House,  ac- 
cording to  the  view  of  the  Speaker,  might  have 
some  power  in  r^ard  to  treaties  for  the  cession  or 
acquisition  of  territory,  be  did  not  now  mean  to 
deny.  But,  whatever  that  power  was,  he  thought 
that  a  just  view  of  the  principles  of  the  Constitauan 
would  necessarily  reqniie  thai  it  should  he  a  re- 
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■trainiDgj  aod  not  a  directing  nowei.  If,  in  pro- 
|[ress  of  time,  this  Houae  ahonld  adopt  the  practice 
of  giving  instruction  to  our  Ministers,  oi,  what  is 
the  same  thing,  of  determining  beibrenaad,  as 


sibilitf  of  the  different  departments  of  the  Gov- 
emmeot,  end  destroy  allogetber  that  of  the  treaty- 
making  power.  That  diJra«  was  in  this  House  a 
corrective  power,  to  lectrain  the  treaty-makiog 
power  in  a  course  not  beliered  to  be  beneficial  to 
the  intereHts  of  the  conntrf ,  he  was  ready  to  ad- 
mit; but,  whilst  he  admitted  this,  it  was  a  power 
which,  be  said,  ought  to  be  exercised  with  great 
discretion.  Otherwise,  instead  of  restraining  the 
"  '  e  power,  the  efiect  would  be,  to  increase 

'  diminishing  its  re^wDeibilit^.  As  a 
if  action,  Uierefore,  he  \na  in  favor 
of  leaving  the  powers  of  the  Goverument  where 
the  Constitution  bad  placed  them. 

If  any  case  ctmld  arise  in  which  the  Executive 
would  pm«ie  a  poUay  so  repugnant  to  the  true 
interests  of  the  coantiy  as  to  jintify  the  inierposi- 
tioo  of  this  House,  Mr.  L.  said,  it  woold  be  one 
the  ytry  reverae  of  that  now  under  consideiatioD. 
It  would  hardly  ever  happen  that  an  Execatire 
would  be  averse  to  enlai^g  the  boandaiws  of  die 
nation,  or  be  aecoaed  of  a  desire  to  restrict  diem  to 
too  narrow  a  limit  In  the  Ezecolive  branch  of 
every  Government,  The  disposition  is  natQiaUf 
&v<nable  to  the  extension  of  tefTttory  and  the  en- 
braemeat  of  it*  power.  He  tfaoudil  tbal  w«  may 
aafely  intrust  to  the  Bzecutiveof  UusOovcriiment 
the  cWge  of  supporting  the  tights  of  the  country, 
and.extraulinK  Its  territorial  limits  as  far  is  jnstiee 
asd  sonnd  pouey  wiU  allow. 

Mr.  L.  made  some  remarks  to  show  that  bo  sd- 
Tutage  could  result  from  the  adoption  of  this  re- 
adve.  If,  iadeed,  it  was  poposed  to  employ  force 
to  aupmrt  it,  there  might  M  some  gTOUDd.  Uthev- 
wiie,  Be  oontended,  to  pan  ihcxa  would  not  cmly 
be  utdesa,  but  iojnrions. 

But,  Hr.  I>.  eaid,  he  would  refnin  from  enler- 
ing  into  die  geiienl  ooeations  of  ^ticy  growing 
out  of  thb  resolution ;  but,  is  relation  to  &e  prov- 
ince of  Teiaa,  he  would  say  that,  if  Florida  ^ 
not  Decenary  to  na,  and  tbeiefore  a  deaitable 
qitisition,  in  ezchaure  for  any  claim  we  may  be 
supposed  to  have  to  Texas,  he  ^lould  not  think  it 
important  to  oeeupy  Texas  at  this  time.    If  we 
have  a  just  claim  to  that  fsovince,  the  treaty  be- 
ing needed,  it  will  be  at  any  time  in  our  power 
to  en&ree  it    Lying  between  us  and  Mexico,  its 
destiny  must  always  essoitially  depend  on,  as  :* '~ 
connecled  with,  American  interests.     Wbatt 
claim  we  have  to  Texas,  it  is  a  claim  which  we 
are  able  to  support  and  enforoe.    This  is  an  opin- 


Hr.  L.  asked  the  memben  of  die  Committee  to 
cast  their  aye  a  little  forward,  and  aee,  if  the  eon- 
nexioB  between  Mexico  and  Spain  abould  be  dia- 
sdved,  what  motive  ecmld  Bpaia  have  for  desiring 
(o  rMain  the  pocseasion  of  the  province  of  Texas. 
What  has  bun  her  object  in  ceding  Florida  7 
To  get  ia  exchange  a  boitadary,  weU-«lefined,  be- 


tween Mexico  and  the  United  States.  To  seoore 
herself  against  (what  the  belieree,  and  what  Mr.L. 
feared  aU  the  Powers  of  Eorope  believed)  out 
amUtitwi,  she  was  willing  to  cede  Florida.  But, 
suppose  Inc  conn^on  between  Spain  and  Mexico 
to  be  dissolved ;  suppose  all  hope,  on  her  part,  of 
her  resuming  the  control  of  that  country  was  de- 
stro)ned  i  what  motive  could  she  have  for  ceding 
Florida  ?  Mr.  L.  said  he  had  not  adverted  to  Ihu 
contingency  with  a  single  view  to  her  relinquish- 
ment of  Florida  to  us,  but  with  a  view  alto  to  the 
prepoDderance  which  a  reduction  to  a  single  iriand 
of  Uke  oolonial  possessions  of  Spain  would  give  to 
another  Power ;  whai  Spain  would  no  looger  be 
misiresH  of  her  own  actions,  but  the  agent  to  serve 
sts  of  anodier  Power.  And^  if  we  rdin- 
qnished  now  the  acquisition  of  Florida  in  order 
to  gain  Texas,  that,  in  the  cooiingency  jnst 
adverted  to,  when  Florida  was  overflowed  by 
Royalists,  and  the  value  of  Cuba  increased,  what 
possible  motive  could  Spain  have,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, for  the  cession  of  Florida  to  us  ?  We 
must  obtain  it  then  by  force,  or  not  at  all.  But 
it  wootd  always  be  as  easy  a  matter  as  it  may 
be  now  to  oUain  Florida  hj  force.  It  would 
be  more  easy,  he  said,  to  obtain  Canada  by  force, 
than  it  would  be  to  obtain  Florida  by  force,  if 
the  Power  to  whom  it  belonged  was  detennined 
to  hold  it.  It  would  be  an  error  fetal  to  the  beat 
int^eet*  of  the  country,  to  Kfuse  to  receive  ¥\ar- 
our  poEsessioD  wfaibt  we  ean.  Mr.  L.  did 
not  say  that  it  was  so  important  an  acquisitioii 
^t  it  ought  Dot  for  any  consideration  to  be  poat- 
p(Aied  for  a  day ;  but,  that  a  combinetion  of  ctr- 
cumstanoes  make  that  practical  now  which  may 

It  be  a  year  or  two  hence,  he  thought  was  vety 

ear. 

Mr.  L.  concluded  by  saying,  that  he  had  had 

I  intention  of  entering  into  the  general  discus- 
aioD  of  these  resolreE.  He  meant  only  to  ^ow 
that  Aej  eoold  not  be  discossed  without  giving  ao 
much  time  to  the  auhject  as  eould  not  be  afforded 
at  this  time;  and  that  the  discussion  would  more- 
over be  prejudicial  to  the  public  interests.  Dnda 
those  cireunutances,  he  thought  it  his  doty  to  more 
to  lay  the  resolutions  on  die  table. 

Td£Bdae,  April  4. 

Mr.  Su ITB,  of  Maryland,  &om  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  ycstenday  re- 
committed with  instnictioBc  the  bill  bam  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  aet  for  the  rdief  of  certain 
{tersons  who  have  paid  pities  on  goods  imported 
into  Caatiite,"  reported  the  said  bili  with  amend- 
meats;  which  werc  read,  and,  together  witfa  Ike 
bill,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUa. 

OHIO  CANAL. 

Mr.  Ahdbbsoh  said,  he  knew,  flora  Ae  estalf 
lished  Ibrms  of  the  Hotise,  reqairiBg  that  every 
proposition  to  appropriate  money  should  be  dla- 
cussed  in  a  Commiaee  of  die  Wbole^  that  be  could 
not  now  ask  a  vote  on  the  resolutoon  wbteb  he 
was  about  to  offer ;  a  resolution  proponDg  an  ap< 
profiriatioa  at  money  in  aid  of  a  canal  to  be  cut 
Motmd  tbe  fitts  of  the  river  Ohio,  at  Lonisraie. 
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To  Uiose  who  weie  at  aU  acquainted  wilh  the 
Weiteni  country^  ilwas  knowD  tlmt  the  Ohio  was 
the  great,  and,  indeed,  the  only  chanuel  which 
gives  an  outlet  to  the  vast  productions  of  one  of 
Qk  most  extduiTe,  and  certainlf  the  most  fertile 
Rsiona  of  out  countrr.  The  extent  of  the  couolry 
which  depended  on  toe  floods  of  this  river  for  the 
panage  of  iti  produce  to  the  oceaOj  was  equal  to 
one-third  of  the  United  States.  Illuois,  Indiana, 
and  Ohio,  lie  on  the  notthern,  and  Kentucky  and 
Virginia  on  the  southern  side,  while  Pennsylvania 
and  New  York  embrace  its  head.  The  produc- 
tions of  this  country  are  alt  of  the  butkv  kind ; 
piecisely  of  that  character  which  gives  to  the  open 
oavigatioa  of  the  river  ita  greatest  possible  import- 
ance. Gentlemen  who  reside  on  the  eastern  side 
of  the  mountains,  where  the  utmost  length  of  any 
of  the  riven  does  not  exceed  three  or  four  hundred 
miles,  cannot  at  first  fully  appreciate  the  import- 
anee  which  we  attach  to  ttua  river,  which  gives 
to  us  the  only  comiaanioatioii  we  can  have  to  the 
markets  of  the  world. 

In  contrasting  the  advantages  of  the  proposed 
canal  with  any  of  those  which  have  been  contem- 
plated in  the  Atlantic  States,  it  may  well  be  said 
that,  if  a  canal  is  to  receive  its  character  from  the 
extent  of  country  or  the  amount  of  papulation 
which  is  benefitted  by  its  construction,  that  there 
is  nonu  nor  ever  can  be  one  in  the  United  States, 
whicli  can  be  compaied  to  this  in  national  useful' 
ness.  A  single  fact  will  call  to  the  attention  of 
the  House  the  vast  region  whose  {Hodaetjoos  pass 
to  thi^ir  market  on  the  boumof  ihiswnter.    From 


thewcsiempart  of  New  York,  plank,  shingles,  and 
■cantlinff  of  every  kind,  come  down  not  only  to 
Louiaville  every  year,  more  than  one  thousand 
milen  by  the  meanders  of  the  river,  but  go  to  New 
Orleans  one  thousand  miles  farther  in  great  quan- 
tities. 

Mr.  A.  said  that  he  thought  the  present  qpcasion 
peculiarly  favorable  to  the  consideration  of  this 
subject.  We  were  at  peace,  and  if  the  indications 
which  are  given  are  to  be  realized,  we  are  likely 
to  be  in  peace.  But  the  fact  to  which  he  meant 
to  referwas,  that  Kentucky,  oneof  the  States  inter- 
ested, bad  appropriated  |B100,000  to  the  object 
Although,  eoiuiiderine  this  canal  as  a  great  na- 
tional improvement,  De  could  well  have  vriahed 
that  Congress  should  have  taken  to  itself  the  honor 
of  originating  the  appropriation,  still,  as  there  had 
existed  Constitutional  mfficullies  on  the  subject, 
he  was  happy  now  to  bring  his  proposition  within 
the  letter  of  a  resolution  which  has  received  the 
usent  of  this  House.  The  House  of  Representa- 
tives has  decided  that  Congress  could  make  an  ap- 
jHopriation  "  in  aid  of  the  improvement  of  water 
courses."  Commissioners,  lately  appointed  by  four 
of  the  Statesborderingon  the  Onio,  nave  examined 
the  river,  and  have  unanimously  concurred  in  a 
leport,  declaring  that  the  canal  should  be  cut  on 
the  southern  sitfe. 

Mr.  A.  then  submitted  for  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

RfolMd,  That  k  nun  not  eiceading  one  faandred 
thousand  doJIan  b«  aimroptiatad  for  it  pnrchaia  of 
ftock  in  th«  Kintnckj  Ohio  Cu^  CotDponj,  uicagod 


for  the  pDrpoaa  of  eatting  t  onsi  aronnd  the  Alls  of 
tfaa  Ohio  river  at  LoDlsiilla. 

The  reKolotion  was  read,  and  a  motion  was 
made  that  it  be  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  provid- 
ing for  the  preservation  and  repair  of  the  Cumber- 
land road. 

Mr.  Hendbickh  wished  to  propose  an  amend- 
ment, the  object  of  which  was,  to  include  in  the 
resolution  a  provision  (similar  to  that  now  em- 
braced in  it)  for  aiding  the  Jeffersonville  Ohio 
Canal  Comfwoy,  on  the  Indiana  aide  of  the  river. 

But  the  motion  was  declaim  to  be  at  that  time 

Mr.  Oboss,  of  New  York,  moved  that  it  lie  on 
thetaUe;  which  was  rejected. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
to  commit,  as  above  staled,  and  passed  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

SETTLEMENT  OF  PRIVATE  CLAIU8. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fdllbh,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instmeled  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the  investiga- 
tion of  the  claims  of  individuals  upon  the  United 
States  by  petition  of  right,  or  other  proper  process 
in  the  district  or  circuit  courts,  or  in  some  tribunal 
to  be  established  for  that  purpose,  so  as  to  insure  a 
speedy  decision  of  such  claims  upon  the  princifdes 
of  justice  and  equity. 

Mr.  Fuller  said  that  he  deemed  it  his  duty  to 
explain  to  the  House  the  objects  he  had  in  view, 
in  ofiering  this  resolution,  not  only  because  they 
might  not  be  sufficiently  obvious  on  the  face  of  it, 
but  because  he  had  understood  that  considerable 
misrepresentation  had  occurred  respecting  the  pur- 
poses of  a  resolution  introduced  by  nim  in  the  early 
part  of  the  session,  [in  relation  to  the  NaTyB4»rd.] 

The  accumn^t  ion  of  private  claims  tua  become, 
he  said,  a  serious  obstacle  to  the  proper  considera- 
tion of  some  of  the  most  important  national  mea- 
sures. It  is  not  contemplated,  said  Mr.  P.,  to 
comprehend  among  the  claims  to  be  transferred  to 
the  courts  any  mere  apjdications  to  the  bounty  of 
discretion  of  Congress ;  but  only  those,  where  the 
United  States  on  the  principles  of  law  or  equity  are 
[woperly  a  parly  j  and  where  an  individual  in  like 
circumstances  might  be  made  a  defendant  This 
line  of  distinction  would  includeat  least  two-thirds 
of  the  coses,  which  involve  intricate  princi|>Ies, 
and  require  laborious  and  difficult  investigation. 
Most  of  these  are  at  present  i«ferred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claimt;  and  it  is  but  justice  to  say,  sir, 
that  they  are  aUy  and  patiently  examined  by  the 
Chairman  and  other  members  of  that  committee, 
as  it  is  now  organized.  But  it  is  a  most  interesting 
circumstance,  and  would  be  decisive  in  my  mind,  if 
no  other  reason  existed  against  legislati  ve  j  udgments 
on  subjects  capable  of  judicial  decision,  that  all 
Iriab  here  must  necessarily  be  expiati.  Toe  claim- 
ant appears,  produces  vouchers,  doctmieoia,  depo- 
sitiohs,  and  sometimes  wi  messes.  The  whole  moss 
of  testimony  has  been  previously  digested  and  mar- 
shalled, and  whatever  interferes  with  hispretensiona 
kept  carefully  out  of  sirht.  It  wonld  require  the 
inausity  and  expense  of  an  interested  advetsary  to 
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coontarail  such  plansiblf!  eviduiee.  The  great 
Tisilance  and  sa^city  of  ft  Congressional  com- 
nuttee  may  sometimes  detect  the  weakness  or  fraud 
of  the  claim ;  but  in  a  multitude  of  instances  the 
Tcil  is  impenetrable.  The  lerj  ftct,  (hat  the  pto- 
ceedin^  are  exports,  creates  an  indiscriminate  sus- 
picion ID  almost  all  cases,  and  must  frequenltf  lead 
Consress  to  arejeclion  of  the  most  equitable  claims ; 
whi^  others  more  specious,  but  which  could  not 
stand  the  test  of  ctoss  examination,  by  the  rules  of 
evidence  in  our  courts,  are  successful. 

Anotho'consequenceofa  judicial  decision  would 
be,  that  it  would  be  final ;  wnereas  the  same  claim- 
ants apply  to  Congress  anew  after  rejeciionj  and 
the  same  tedious  process  of  hearing  and  deciding 
in  committee,  and  in  the  House,  must  be  repeated 
indefinitely.  Our  list  of  petitions  and  reports  will 
show  instances  of  such  applications  iacessantly 
renewed  from  fiye  to  ten  and  ev«i  twenty  yeais. 
The  case  of  Amey  Dardin's  horse  was  of  soil  more 
veuerable  age ;  Beaumarcbais'  claim  occupied  sev- 
eral days  of  the  last  Congress,  and  we  have  the 
claim  of  Delafield,  and  the  heirs  of  Sands,  with 
long  reports,  now  on  our  files.  Of  the  two  last  I 
would  only  say  they  were  discussed  at  great  length 
and  with  much  ability  in  the  last  Congress,  and 
must  each  again  occupy  much  time.  Unless  they 
are  panted,  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  the 
parties  will  acquiesce  in  out  decision,  and  at  future 
sessionswemusi travelover tbesameground.  Not 
less  than  thirty  days  in  every  sessiou  are  devoted 
to  questions  of  this  description,  which  might  be 
much  better  decided  in  a  court  The  expense  of 
thirty  days'  session  of  Congress,  includine  contin- 
gencies, cannot  be  less  than  sixty  thousand  dollars ; 
a  snm  which  would  pay  the  amount  of  one-half 
the  claims.  And  this  great  waste  of  time  and 
money,  so  far  from  establishing  any  principle  for 
future  Legislatures,  has  not  even  tbe  small  edvan- 

Sa  of  precluding  a  new  investigation  of  the  same 
ividual  case!  The  party  will  never  believe 
that  his  case  is  rightly  decided  till  his  petition  is 
granted,  and  we  nave  no  rule,  and  have  probably 
no  Constitutional  right  to  establish  one,  which 
may  close  the  avenue  to  tciteraied  and  groundless 
applications.  Nor  ought  we  to  lose  sight  of  the 
enormous  inconvenience  and  expense  of  tbe  claim- 
ants themselves.  These  are  obTiged  to  attend  per- 
sonally, from  the  presentation  of  their  petitions, 
till  a  lidl  examination  and  report  can  be  made  by 
the  committees  to  whom  they  are  referred  ;  and  to 
answer  new  questions,  obviate  doubts  and  suspi- 
cions, and  to  urge  a  determination  by  Congress, 
they  are  in  fact  obliged  lo  attend  through  the  ses- 
sion. Even  this  tedious  and  expensive  solicitation 
does  not  insure  a  hearing  at  the  Hist,  and  frequently 
not  even  at  the  second  session.  Perhaps,  in  some 
of  the  last  days,  when  business  is  crowding  our 
table,  some  of  these  claims,  accompanied  with  bills 
and  intricate  reports  on  wnich  they  are  predicated, 
are  announced  as  ttie  order  of  tbe  day.  The  pa- 
pers are  read  by  the  Clerk ;  an  explanation  is  made 
by  the  chairman,  who  reported  the  bill ;  a  doubt 
is  suggested  by  some  member,  and,  perhaps,  after 
diacvssion,  new  doubts  and  surmises  arise  at  every 
«^,  and  the  bill  is  lost  or  permitted  lo  sleep  oA 


the  table.  Other  bills,  indeed,  have  a  more  fortu- 
nate issue  i  they  past  without  any  question  being 
made,  and,  consequently,  on  the  mere  faith  of  the 
committees,  without  being  at  all  understood  by  the 
members  generally.  Something  like  this  i»  tbe 
invariable  course  of  such  a  system,  and  the  expe- 
rience of  the  honorable  members  of  this  House 
must  confirm  the  remark. 

I  have  often  considered  the  tendency  of  thisstatC' 
of  thin^  to  impair  the  respect  and  confidence  of 
the  nation,  towards  the  popular  branch  of  the  Fed- 
eral L^islature,  as  being  one,  and  not  the  least,  of 
its  unfortunate  consequences.  Aconsiderable  num- 
ber of  persons,  who  are  seeking  redress  alour  hands, 
are  among  the  spectators  and  auditors  of  our  pro- 
ceedings. However  important  the  subject  under 
consideration,  involving,  not  unfrequently,  the 
peace  and  tranquillity  of  millions,  these  individuals 
are  impatient  and  quenilouf  at  all  debate  and  delib- 
eration, which  must  tend  to  protract  or  postpone  a 
decision  of  their  particular  applications.  To  their 
view  all  such  obstacles  to  their  wishes  are  useless 
delay  or  empty  declamation.  They  have  atitple 
leisure  on  their  hands  for  correspondence,  and  tbe 
newspapers  at  home  teem  with  injurious  reflections 
on  the  foog  speeches  and  idle  debates  of  Congress. 
Though  such  remarks  are  not  entirely  groundless, 
they  are  very  unmerited,  when  of  general  applica- 
tion, and  cannot  fail  to  oe  pernicious  in  their  efibct 
upon  public  opinion. 

My  first  Attention  to  this  subject,  Mr.  Speaker, 
hadled  me  to  suppose  that  the  object  contemfjated 
by  this  resolution  would  be  beat  effected  by  eatab- 
lishing  a  tribunal  with  powers  similar  to  the  Court 
ofExchequer  in  England.  Upon  further  reflection, 
however,  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  existing  courts 
may  take  jurisdiction  of  all  the  subjects  suitable 
for  their  c<wnizance,  without  materially  increasine 
the  mass  oftheir  business.  The  whole  number  u 
causes  ivesented  annuaL^r  to  Congress,  which 
would  be  comprehended  in  the  class  propoaed, 
wouldnotexceedonebundred.  Morethan  twenty 
district  or  circuit  courts  would  make  the  distribu- 
tion of  this  business  trifling  for  each.  The  District 
Attorney  should  represent  the  United  States ;  and 
the  provisions  of  law  may  be  such  as  to  require 
all  issues  in  fact  to  be  tried  by  a  jury,  as  the  only 
safe  and  satisfactory  mode  of  catablishtng  disputed 
facts.  At  tbe  same  time  the  courts  may  be  author- 
ized to  adopt  the  principles  of  equity  where  such 
principles  could  be  recognised  between  ordinary 

I  am  not  aware,  sir,  said  Mr.  F.,  that  any  rea- 
sonable objection  to  the  proposed  system  exists, 
where  the  United  Slates  are  defendants,  which 
does  not  equally  apply  when  they  are  plainiifis ; 
Bud,'in  the  latter  case,  they  are  obliged,  like  indi- 
viduals, tOEcek  their  remedy  in  the  courts  of  justice. 
The  dignity  of  sovereignty  is  no  more  disparaged 
in  one  esse  than  in  the  other ;  and  surely  the  sov- 
ereignty of  tbe  National  Qovemment  can  never 
appear  more  veneraUe  and  exalted  in  the  e^es  of  the 
people,  than  when  it  dispenses  with  the  invidious 
pageantry  of  emptf  form,  to  facilitate  the  speedy 
and  effectual  distnbotion  of  justice  through  the 
commouity. 


Digni2 


^yCoOi-^IC 


1743 


HISTORY  OF  OONORBSS. 


H.  orR. 


7^  SpmitA  Trtat!/. 


Apfa^  1880. 


TBS  SPANISH  TREATY. 

The  House  then  again  reeolred  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Wbole  on  the  resolutions  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.  Clav,  respecting  the  tieaty-making 
power,  and  particularly  respect iog  the  Treaty  with 
Spain,  yet  unratified  by  Spain. 

Mi.  iiowMDEe  concluded  his  remarks,  going  to 
show  why  the  resolutions  should  not  be  acted  on. 
Hu  ranarks  are  giren  entire  in  preceding  pages. 

When  Mr.  Lowndes  finished,  he  mored  to  lay 
the  first  Ksotve  on  the  table.  After  some  coover- 
lation,  in  which  Mr.  Clav  su^ested  that  the  best 
eouru  would  be  for  the  Committee  to  report  the 
reKjIrcs  to  the  House,  and  for  the  geatleman  then 
.  to  more  to  postpone  the  resolTea,  or  lay  them  on 
the  taUc^  OD  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nayseould 
be  recorcled,  Mr.  L.  consented  to  waive  his  mcriion 
for  the  present 

Mr.  AacBBB,  of  Virginia,  said  that,  the  with- 
deawal  of  the  motion  of  the  eentleman  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  Lowi(DEe)^viDf  rcmoTed 
the  obstacle  to  discmsion  of  the  resolutions  under 
consideration,  he  would  proceed  to  submit  liis 
views  of  them  to  the  Committee.     The  attention 


of  this  body,  Mr.  A.  obserred,  was  a  niecies  of 
jmotstock  concern,  of  which  all  its  membeiswere 
equally  narttcij>aiit  in  interest.  He  now  appeared, 
ftr  Ibe  first  time,  to  assert  a  claim  to  anv  share, 
and  he  did  not  doubt  that  the  claim  would  meet 
with  due  allowance  from  the  courtesy  of  the  Com- 
ouitee,  unless  indeed  the  fund  on  which  it  was 
ftddretsed,  had  already  been  exhausted  by  the  dnfta 
which  had  been  mane  upon  it.  One  recommes- 
dation  this  claim  would  have,  that  it  would  not 
be  an  immoderate  one.  And  Bdr.  A.  belieredtbat 
Xbe  geaeial  remaik  in  refiereace  to  demands  aipon 
A*  public,  that  moderation  in  their  amount  formed 
sa  SDCnential  eonditiou  of  tbdr  success,  had,  in 
BD  ioattuce,  Mtonger  application  than  in  relation 
to  4enuu>d5  addressed  to  the  patience  of  this  aS' 
avibly. 

lib.  A.  adrerted  to  the  jAnae  which  diis  subject 
«f  xduioaa  with  Spun  luid  recently  occupied  in 
tha  public  attealkm,  and  theuniTErsal  expectation 
tbftt  some  meaiorc  ezprcsnre  of  the  sense  of  Con- 
mtta  would,  before  this  period  of  the  session,  haTe 
been  adc^tad.  The  measure  which,  aAer  long 
May,  tiw  gentleman  from  Bouth  Carolina  (Mr. 
LowKDis)  bad  reported  firom  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  RelationSj  had  been  recently  wrested  from 
tke  consideratioa  oi  the  House,  in  consequence  of 
the  snggestioD  of  a  foreign  potentate,  who,  Mr.  A. 
bdieved,  was  pretty  much  in  the  habit  of  eierling 
an  (qtetatire  influence  in  the  affiiirsof  other  States, 
with  lb*  sane  disclaiiDer,  it  was  probable,  in  erery 
itutancc^  of  an  intenlitHi  to  do  so,  wliieh  had  been 
CMploy^  in  vdatiou  to  ourselres.  If  the  motion 
wtuoh  Ihe  gEDtUmaa  from  South  Carolina  had 
iaiiiBated  an  ielcation  to  renew,  should  prevail,  a 
ftte  simitar  to  that  which  had  attended  his  own 
pcopoMtion  would  be  raevred  for  the  propositions 
now  under  considcntioH.  Mr.  A.  confessed  that 
he  fdl  sQCpriM  at  (he  tntiMiation  of  resort  to  such 
a  eoune,  both  OB  account  of  the  unportance  of 
the  nibiect  and  the  charactea  of  the  proceeding 
ilsdf— the  subject  involving,  as  it  did,  ibe  policy 


of  the  alienation  of  perhi^  the  most  vslmUe 
portion,  in  proportion  to  its  extent,  of  the  territoiy 
of  the  Union,  was  surely  well  entitled  to  cunsia- 
eiation  from  its  magnitude,  la  this  leqxct  it  was 
to  be  regarded  as  second  only  to  the  question 
which  had  been  connected  with  the  discussios  of 
the  Missouri  bilL  to  which  indeed  it  bore  a  stroi^ 
character  of  amniiy.  That  question  related  lo 
the  propriety  of  the  transfer  of  the  common  tori- 
torial  property  of  the  Union,  to  the  exclusiTe 
benefit  of  tV  population  of  one  portion  of  it.  The 
qnettion  now  presented  involved  a  oonsidenuion 
of  the  policy  (which  it  was  the  purpose  of  the 
resolutions  to  counteract)  of  the  transfer  oi  the 
moat  valuable  portion  of  this  common  [nqia-ty  lo 
a  forei^  Power.  If  a  question  involving  a  con- 
sid^ntion  of  great,  monwntous  character,  had  no 
claim  to  the  maturest  deliberation  of  the  House, 
Mr.  A.  was  unaware  of  any  which  could  be  re- 
garded as  inveGted  with  such  a  claim.  The  eSect, 
too,  of  the  success  of  the  moticm  of  the  gentlonan 
from  South  Carolina  ought  not  to  escape  obserra- 
tioa.  It  would  be  to  preclude  all  effective  expres- 
sion of  the  public  sentiment  in  relation  to  the  pol- 
icy of  the  ratification  of  the  Spanish  treaty.  The 
case  had  no  resemblance  to  that  of  sn  ordinary 
postponement  of  a  subject,  the  consideration  of 
wluch  might,  at  a  succeediae  session  of  Gongnn, 
be  resumed.  Every  pers(»  knew  that,  before  the 
ensuiiw  season  of  Congress,  the  treaty  would  be 
ratified.  The  Government  of  Sniin  could  have 
no  other  design  in  liending  the  Minister  who  was 
known  lo  have  been  despatched  here.  And  the 
detwrnlnation  which  would  operate  with  our  own 
Qoveinment  to  accept  the  ratification  (unless  this 
determination  should  be  arrested  by  the  exfression 
of  pnUic  sentiment  in  some  mode)  could  not  be  a 
subject  of  question.  The  prevalence  of  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  the  resolutions  on  the  tafak  would  then 
be  decisive  in  relation  to  the  importtnl  interest 
conceived  to  be  involved  in  their  adcfition.  By 
the  policy  of  avoiding  conflict,  Ihe  fmits  of  coca- 
pleie  victory  would  be  achieved. 

The  Speaker  had  treated  the  questions  presented 
by  the  resolutioua  as  aflbrding  scope  for  expatia- 
tion  to  a  considetvble  extent  in  the  general  fieU  of 
Spanish  relations.  This  example,  alluring  aa  tike 
subject  was  from  ti>t  variety  and  interest  of  the 
t^^ic*  it  involved,  Mr.  A.  said,  th^  not  havii^ 
the  same  claims  with  the  Speak«',  on  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee,  he  snould  forbear  to  fol- 
low, and  ooo£ne  himself  strictly  to  the  questions 
arising  on  the  resections.  These  were  of  suffi- 
cient oigsily  and  extent,  indeed,  to  merit  a  diitinct 
consideraiion.  The  question  presented  by  the 
first  resolution  was  ^l  wfaicn  had  luretofore 
given  occasion  to  constderable  discussion,  relative 
to  the  character  and  extent  of  the  treaty-mi^ung 
power  in  our  QovonmenL  To  the  President  and 
Senate  was  given  the  power  "to  make  treattea." 
To  Congress  were  given  various  powers,  amoog 
others,  tiiat  "  to  di^ose  of  the  territory  of  the 
United  States."  And  the  question  was,  whether 
the  general  power  lo  make  treaties,  c<»ifided  to 
tbe  PresideBt  and  Senate,  took  jdaoe  of  the  ^n- 
tinilar  grant  of  povreis  to  Congress,  ao  as  to  vpm- 
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at«  ooseluMfely  on  ihs  sobjecli  of  this  partienlar 
grant,  witboul  any  aec«EEiiy  for  tbe  coacarrence 
and  esseot  of  Googress. 


extnvaganee  of  the  preteoeioDs  of  this  treaty- 
making  power.  In  point  of  extent,  tbe  power 
claimed  to  cover  all  tbe  objects  which  fall  within 
the  icope  of  international  stipulation,  that  ia  to 
saf,  all  the  objects  of  national  interest,  which 
weie  not  of  ecaeolial  municipal  character.  This 
was  the  claim  in  point  of  extent  of  jurisdictioa. 
Ia  point  of  force  of  [luiborily,  tbe  power  claimed 
the  exertion  not  only  of  a  sapersediog,  but  a  man- 
datory influence,  over  the  l^^ative  department, 
tbe  duect  ReiM'esentalires  of  the  national  author- 
ity, in  relation  to  all  subjects  of  ita  exercise,  whe- 
ther comprehended  or  not,  within  the  delegation 
of  jurbdiciioB  to  that  depaitment  of  the  Oorem- 
ment.  The  claim  was  not  only  to  exclude  Coa- 
^ress  from  all  participation  of  codItoI  over  sub- 
ject* specifically  submitted  to  its  control  by  the 
Cooatitution,  but  to  bind  it  to  an  undeliberaiiag 
miniKterial  execution  of  the  stipulations  of  tbe 
PKsident  and  Senate,  in  relation  to  these  same 
subjects,  wherever  they  might  require  the  iuter- 
Tention  of  It^islative  details,  and  a  resort  to  muni- 
cipal authority,  for  esecution.  The  exertion  of 
the  pova  of  the  President  and  Senate  was  said, 
by  ootnmilling  the  puUic  faith  for  its  stipulations, 
to  bind  the  ouer  departments  of  the  Government 
to  an  obligation  of  co-operation  in  the  objects  of 
those  stipulations.  Such  was  the  claim  of  this 
treaty-makii^  sower  in  point  of  authority.  The 
fint  remark,  Mr.  A.  said,  which  arose  upon  this 
stateiiMtit  of  the  character  of  the  power,  rektted  to 
its  effect,  where  the  eo-t^oratiim  of  legislative  and 
execuliTeauthorUieB  were  admitted  to  be  raquired. 


tltoiities.  To  the  PreNdeal  and  Senate 
ei^ed  the  exclusire&ci^ty  of  exercising  deliher- 
atum ;  and  on  Congtess  was  impoaed  the  unquali- 
fied duty  of  conforming  to  and  effectuating,  with- 
out aay  exercise  of  discretioa,  the  results  of  that 
deliberation. 

3nch  an  assignation  of  fimctions  would  present 
a  case  of  political  anomaly  which  was  not  predi- 
cable  of  tne  character  of  tbe  CiwBtitulJon.  Tbe 
entire  exclusion  of  Congress  from  authority  orer 
the  subjects  assigned  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
treaty-making  pown,  would  inrolre  ao  pi^tical 
iDCOBsistency.  This  was  designed  in  relation  to 
aU  bt|t  a  particulai  dast  of  BUDJccts.  But,  if  the 
opqrWioa  of  the  Iwisla^ve  power  were  admitted 
at  all,  it  could  onLy  be  admitted  in  its  proper  ehar- 
aeterof  a  power  involriac  eeseatially  the  exercise 
of  discietioD.  The  leeogBition,  therefixe,  of  the 
aeceasity  for  the  co-<qwration  of  tbe  authcHily  of 
CoDgTCM  IK  tbe  exeeutioiL  of  Ircaty  stipulUioiw, 
w»a,  in  fdalioB  to  all  the  laibjeots  to  which  it 
exlotded,  a  recognition  of  tbe  L^islative,  as  a 
part  oi,  and  a  check  iiyoo,  tbe  trealy-makiog 
power. 

Air.  A.  bad  been  adverting  to  HStatemeat^tf  tbe 
poeteustoa*  of  this  treaty-making  |Kiwer,  as  fnr- 
nisJkiDg  erideaioe  sofficieot,  to  hu  miad,  to  oaa- 


demn  them.  If  other  evidence  were  wanted,  it 
would  be  found  in  the  discrepancy  which  the 
power  in  the  extension  claimed  for  it,  presented  to 
the  character  of  the  general  grant  of  power  con- 
tained in  the  Constitution,  and  of  the  more  im- 
portant particular  powers  which  made  up  the 
composition  of  that  grant  It  was  to  be  expected 
of  every  political  system,  and  more  especially  of  a 
system  sprung  from  men  so  illustrious  for  wisdom 
as  theframers  of  our  federal  form  of  polity,  that  it 


was  admitted  to  convey  but  a  limited  grant  of 
power.  All  its  more  important  component  pow- 
ers, the  power  over  the  purse,  oTer  the  sword,  the 
power  of  ptmishmeut,  were  Umited  by  express  re- 
strictive or  qualifying  provisions.  The  admission 
of  the  treaty-ma kmg  power,  therefore,  in  the  abso- 
lute, unrestricted  diaracter  it  assumed  to  wear, 
would  be  a  violation  of  the  whole  consistency  of 
the  Constitution. 

Mr.  A.  said  that  a  person  observiug,  with  any 
degree  of  attention,  the  prc^ess  of  our  Govern- 
ment, could  not  fail  to  be  struck  with  the  conflict 
between  many  of  the  principles  adopted  in  the 
construction  of  the  Constitution,  and  its  true  char- 
actef  and  intendment.  The  ixomers  of  this  instru- 
ment had  expended  the  resources  of  an  incom- 
parable wisdom,  in  devising  limitations  on  the 
powers  which  it  conveyed,  and  in  the  conlrivanoe 
of  adequate  saleguBras  against  the  exercise  of 
other  powers.  Id  the  illusion  of  a  generous  confi- 
deikce,  they  had  no  doubt  conceived  that  thcM 
saft^fuarde  would  be  found  sufficient.  But,  in 
the  current  of  the  administration  of  a  coattitu- 
tional  goTernmeni,  there  was  generated  a  iqtCile 
destructive  or  dangerous  to  the  dams  and  mounds 
which  wue  instituted  to  restrain  it.  The  naiae  of 
this  rwlile  whs  oMXtnution.  Such  was  its  fecun- 
dity, that  it  was  impossible  to  extinguish  the  race. 
Such  was  its  subtlety  and  activity  of  oalure,  that 
it  was  difficult  (o  counteract  its  operatioas.  This 
r^tile  had  been  at  work  in  the  mounik  of  our 
CoBstitutioo,  nor  was  it  a  little  to  be  feared  that 
the  breaches  had  already  been  effected  which  were 
destined,  in  future  time,  to  give  a  general  admis- 
sion to  discretionary  power. 

It  might  possibly  be  olijected  to  what  had  heen 
observed,  that  the  power  confided  to  the  Presideat 
and  Senate,  was  a  powo  to  make  or  coodade 
treaties,  and  that  the  coastructioa  coDitended  for, 
would  convert  their  faculty  in  this  rapect  inio 
a  maefimetieB  of  initiating  treaties.  But  the  dis- 
tinction was,  that  the  power  which^  in  relation  to 
the  ^oeral  8ul;i)cct  of  treaty  aUpulatioa  was  exclu- 
sive in  the  President  and  £kDate,iaielalioB  to  the 
partienlar  class  of  tubiecU  under  discussion — thoee 
confided  tolhecoouol  of  Congress— wasB  concur- 
Mt»t  power.  Id  the  clause  of  the  Constitution, 
indeed,  creatiug  the  power  to  make  treaties,  there 
was  no  exgtaa  desiguation  i>f  limib  to  that  power. 
But,  as  exclusive  powers  were  no  less  eflectaially 
defined  by  the  conteiminouB  i^tion  of  their  te> 
spective  qihares  of  operati<n>,  than  tf  an  a.fsma 
designaticMi  of  limits;  so  concurrent  powers  irxre 
indicated  in  as  satisfactory  a  manner  by  a^amle 
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gnnts  of  the  same  subjecu  of  junsdictioa  to  seT- 
eral  powers,  as  they  could  be  6y  a  grant  parport- 
ing  m  its  terms  to  be  a  joint  one.  It  was  to  be 
recoUected,  too,  that  no  coaaideralion  aflfecling 
either  the  efficacjr  of  the  treaty-making  power 
within  its  appropriate  sphere,  or  its  relation  to  the 
public  conveDience,  required  that  it  should  be  ex- 
clnsive  over  all  the  subjects  of  its  operation.  In 
the  denial  of  any  particular  subject  or  class  of 
subjects  to  its  exclusire  jurisdiction,  the  efficacy 
of  tbe  power  would  suffer  no  impairment,  in  rela- 
tion to  others  which  were  conceded.  And,  as  re* 
spected  public  convenience,  thb  consideration,  so 
far  fromreqoiringany  indefiniteextension  or  char- 
acter of  the  power,  demanded,  on  the  contrary,  that 
its  disposing  control  should  be  guarded  in  relation 
to  subjects  of  public  interest  of  more  than  ordinary 
delicacy  or  magnitude,  by  the  check  of  the  neces- 
sary co-operation  of  some  department  of  eoncur- 
rmt  jurisdiciion.  Nor,  admitting  this  observation 
to  be  just,  was  there  any  subject  of  public  interest 
characterized  by  a  more  indisputable  title  to  Ihepe- 
culiarsafeguaTd  in  question,  than  that  which  related 
to  the  disposalof  the  territartal  property  of  the  nation. 
The  power  of  the  President  and  Senate  to  alien- 
ate temtory,  might,  perhaps,  be  inferred  as  a  con- 
sequence of  their  power  to  acquire  iL  Mr.  A.  ob- 
jected to  the  consequence  as  illogical,  and  protested 
affainst  the  mode  of  construing  the  powers  of  the 
wvemment  by  which  it  must  be  derived.  An 
incidental  power  would  have  to  be  derived  from 
an  incidental  power;  and  this  first  incident,  the 
source  of  others,  was  itself  supposed  to  be  derived 
io  a  mode  still  more  unauthorized,  not  from  any 
specific  power,  but  as  as  result  of  the  general  col- 
lective powers  and  sovereign  character  of  the 
Govemmeitt  In  such  a  mode  of  derivation  of 
power,  it  was  obvious  that  the  efficacy  of  speci- 
fication in  the  grant  of  it,  would  be  destroyed,  and 
a  political  constitution,  as  respected  any  purpose 
orlimitation  on  the  exercise  of  power,  be  converted 
to  a  name.  It  was  inevitable,  indeed,  that  every 
political  constitution  should  admit  the  exercise  of 
implied  and  incidental  powers,  as  a  result  of  the 
compendious  simplicity  of  an  instrument  of  this 
character.  But  ue  danger  of  abuse  and  injury 
from  this  souree  was  guarded,  if  not  obviated,  by 
a  mode  of  construction  (the  only  one  which  did 
not  outrage  a  constitution  of  enumerated  powers) 
which  required  that  the  power  made  the  source, 
as  well  as  that  which  was  made  the  subject  of 
derivation,  should  be  specific ;  and  that  the  rela- 
tion between  them  should  be  essential  and  imme- 
diate. Principles  the  reverse  of  these  appeared, 
however,  to  be  obtainins  an  ascendency.  The 
operation  of  the  mischief  was  to  be  seen,  indeed, 
at  this  time,  only  in  its  commencement.  But  Uie 
end  of  this  thing,  Mr.  A.  said,  was  death.  The 
malady  might  now  present  only  an  eruptive  ap- 
pearance on  the  suilace,  but  it  would  be  found 
to  be  progressive  to  the  heart  of  the  Constitntion  ; 
wonlo  commtmicate  eventually  to  the  system,  the 
unnatural  activity  of  despotism ;  and  of  uimatutal 
action,  if  not  arrested,  wneiher  in  bodies  political 
or  physical,  there  was  but  one  result,  and  that 
leault  was  dissolution. 


Mr.  A. could  notabstain  from  remarking  (thou^ 
the  remark  had  no  immediate  relevancy  Io  ine 
question)  on  the  unlimited  character  of  the  power 
of  legislation,  which  was  assumed  in  our  Oovem- 
ment,in  relation  to  Ihenational  territories.  Author- 
ity was  arrogated  to  legible  on  this  subject  at  dis- 
cretion, and  an  instanceof  the  fullest  indulgence  of 
it  hadoccurred  at  the  present  sessionof  Congress,  (in 
the  measure  for  the  interdiction  of  slavery  in  a  por- 
tion of  the  Territories.^  Take  this  power  of  dis- 
cretionary regulation,  m  connexion  with  the  ac- 
knowledged power  to  refuse  admission  of  a  Terri- 
tory into  the  Union,  and  what  was  the  result?  A 
power  was  arrogated  to  regulate  discretionally, 
and  a  power  conceded  to  retain  the  Territories  at 
pleasure  in  subjection  to  the  authority  invested 
with  this  power  of  discretionary  r^ulation.  Let 
the  extent  and  susceptibility  of  importance  of  the 
Territories  be  considered,  and  what  was  the  spec- 
tacle which,  under  the  practical  operation  of  the 
doctrine  asserted,  our  Government  might  come  to 
present?  Tbe  spectacle  of  an  authority  strictly 
limited  within  its  appropriate  sphere  of  operation, 
exerting  unlimited  powers  in  a  coextensive  cdlat- 
erel  sphere  of  operation.  It  would  be  a  condition 
like  that  of  the  Roman  Repnblie  in  an  advanced 
stage  of  its  'piogieta,  in  which,  characterized  by 
tA«  fomu  of  a  limited  Government  at  home,  it 
wielded  without  control  the  uncounted  resources 
and  power  of  the  provinces.  To  tbe  issue  of  this 
condition  of  things  in  that  Republic  it  was  not 
necessary  to  advert,  nor  to  pursue  the  train  of  re- 
flection which  it  was  calculated  to  suggest 

Reverting  to  the  qnestion,  Mr.  A.  denied  that 
a  power  on  the  part  of  the  President  and  Senate 
to  dispose  of  territory,  was  to  be  regarded  as  a 
consequence  of  the  power  to  acquire  it.  The 
separaole  characters  of  these  powers  resulted  from 
the  principle  which  determined  the  general  pro- 
priety and  motives  of  all  delation  or  reservation 
ofpower,  namely,  the  beneficial  or  harmlesscharac- 
ter  of  its  exercise.  The  exertion  of  a  power  to 
acquire  territory  could  scarcelr  be  otherwise  than 
beneficial  in  its  tendency,  ana  the  power  might 
thaiefore  well  be  admitted.    The  exercise  of  the 

Crer  to  alienate  could  rarely  be  attended  with  a 
efieial^  and  was  liable  to  be  attended  with  a 
very  detrimental  operation.  This  power  might 
therefore  well  be  dented. 

The  case  was  like  that  of  infancy  at  law,  in 
which,  though  a  competency  to  be  benefitted  by 
acts  of  acquisition  was  properly  admitted,  the 
capacity  was  denied  to  be  Sound  to  acts  of  aliena- 
tion. A  power  to  alienate  was,  indeed,  in  nocase, 
in  relation  lo  subjects  of  private  or  puUic  interest,, 
any  necessary  correlative  of  a  power  to  acquire. 
Whether,  then,  futureacqutsitions  of  territory  were 
or  were  not  contemplated,  and  their  disposal  pro- 
vided for  by  the  Constitution,  the  conclusion  was 
still  tbe  same,  that  the  power  of  disposal,  either 
to  foreign  Governments  or  to  citizens,  so  &r  as  it 
existed  at  all,  could  belong  only  to  Conffretn ;  and 
this  in  reference  both  to  the  letter  of  ue  Conati- 
itttion  and  to  the  policy  directing  the  delegation 
of  power  in  free  States.  If  the  power  were  to  be 
consideted  at  a  neceswry  resulting  power,  arising 
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t  not  foreseen,  it  conld  only 
Teanlt  to  the  Legislature,  the  geno^  representa- 
tiveaorthe  nBtion.  A  sabject  of  interest  accniing 
subeequently  to  a  grant,  if  it  can  be  made  to  pass 
■  at  all  bjr  the  grant,  most  pass  to  the  grantee  of 
the  general  estate,  and  not  to  the  grantee  of  any 
particolar  pordon  of  it 

The  powers  appertaining  to  the  treaty-making 
department,  and  those  granted  to  Congresa  over 
particular  classes  of  snbjects,  presenting  the  ap- 
pearaoee  of  conflict,  the  object  of  a  just  consti- 
tution would  be  to  reconcile  them  by  allowing  to 
both,  if  possible,  a  due  operation.  But  this  object 
conld  only  be  attained  by  themode  which  had  been 
suggested,  of  allowing  them  a  concurrent  opera- 
tion over  the  subjects  which  present  the  apparent 
occasion  of  conflict.  This  construction  was  in 
consistency  with  all  received  rales  in  relation  to 
questions  of  (this  sort.  It  wns  an  established 
principle,  which  had  bee*  adverted  to,  (by  the 
Speaker,)  that  in  cases  of  the  conflict  of  pacticn- 
lar  with  general  expressions,  the  general  must  give 
-way  to  the  particular  expression.  And  why  ? 
Because  rules  of  construction  being  nothing  more 
than  contrivances  for  the  ascertainment  of  in- 
tention, what  was  equivocal  in  a  general,  became 
oqjlicit  in  a  particular  expression.  The  construc- 
tion stated  derived  corroboration  in  the  present 
instance  of  its  application,  from  a  consideration  of 
the  momentous  cnarecler  of  the  subjects  of  power 
which  it  operated  to  detach  from  the  executLr&  to 
confide  to  the  concurrent  treaty-making  juriaaic- 
tton ;  and  from  a  consideration  of  the  aSonity 
which  it  tended  to  stamp  on  the  treaty-roaking 
powefj  to  the  general  policy  and  character  of  the 
Constitution,  and  to  the  peculiar  character  of 
the  more  important  specific  powers  which  it  com- 
prised. 

The  consiraction  relied  on  was  confirmed  by 
Other  principles  of  interpretation.  One  of  these, 
the  Ofispring  of  incontrovertible  reason,  required 
that  the  most  mitigated  sense  should  be  given  to 
expressions  obscure  or  doubtfiil  in  their  character. 
"In  dbtmnt  quod  «t*n*a«iit  wt  jwrfjuKr."  The 
application  of  this  maxim  was  particalariy  strone 
to  grants  of  power,  in  relation  to  which  the  small- 
est amount  of  concession  might  always  be  pre- 
sumed. And  it  applied  with  still  an  augmented 
force  to  a  giant  ot  power  such  as  that  contained 
in  the  Constitution,  which  was  admitted  on  all 
hands  to  be  of  the  strictest  and  most  limited  de- 
scription. But,  tbb  being  the  fact,  the  whole 
doubt  as  well  as  danger  in  the  case  under  review, 
proceeded  from  the  construction  which  asJi^ed 
the  largest  extension  to  the  power  of  the  President 
and  Senate,  and  were  obviated  by  that  which  ad- 
milled  the  qualification  of  their  power  by  the  spe- 
cific grants  of  power  made  to  Congress  by  the 
Constitution. 

It  would  not  be  contended  by  the  most  exosv- 
^nt  advocates  of  the  treaty-making  power,  that 
there  existed  no  limits  to  its  extension.  It  would 
not  be  eootended  that  the  power  extended  to  the 
transfer  of  a  State,  or  of  an  essential  part  of  sov- 
ereignty, for  example.  The  question  which  arose 
upon  this  power  rmttd,  then,  not  to  the  fact,  Int 


to  the  point  of  its  limitation.  What  was  the  point 
assigned?  The  subsistence  of  other  powNs  t^  the 
explicit  expression  of  the  Constitution.  What 
was  the  degree  of  limitation  contended  for  f  Was 
it  the  entire  exclusion  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
power  from  the  subjects  of  these  particular  powers? 
No.  The  degree  of  limitation  was  the  confine- 
ment of  the  power  (left,  in  other  resects  unre- 
stricted) to  a  concurrent  jurisdiction  m  relation 
to  this  particular  class  of  subjects.  The  limita- 
tion assigned  was  precise,  both  as  respected  its 
point  of  occurrence  and  degree.  In  its  tendency  it 
wasben^cial;and  itBTosenpontheletter,asitwaB 
sustained  by  the  trae  intendment,  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. Construction  affirming  a  limi'  of  this  char- 
acter upon  power,  could  with  no  color  of  propriety 
be  rejected  from  operation. 

There  was  one  consideration  upon  the  subject 
of  this  controversy,  in  relation  to  the  extent  of  the 
treaty-making  power,  which  appeared  to  Mr.  A, 
to  be  conclusive.  It  was  this,  that  the  exclusive 
contrCl  claimed  for  the  power,  was  not  pretended 
to  extend  to  all  the  subjects  submitted  to  Con- 
gress by  the  Constitution.  There  were  several 
which  this  exclusive  control  was  admitted  not  to 
cover.  The  powers  to  borrow  money ;  to  make 
war ;  to  raise  armies ;  to  admit  new  Slates,  were 
examples.  But  where  was  the  ground  of  distinc- 
tion between  these  subjects  and  those  over  which 
an  exclusive,  superseding  control  was  claimed! 
It  was  not  to  be  found  in  the  Constitution.  There 
these  several  classes  of  subjects  were  ^aced  on 
the  same  exact  footing.  The  powers  conveyed 
to  Congress  were  all  conveyed  in  the  same  terms. 
The  distinction  was  not  to  oe  found  in  any  pecu- 
liar importance  of  the  abdicated  subjects.  All 
were  important.  Was  the  dislinction  to  be  found 
in  the  supposed  extartal  relation  of  the  class  of 
arrogated  subjects,  rendering  them  in  a  peculiar 
degree  adaptM  to  become  Ae  objects  of  treaty 
stipulation  ?  These  subjects  were  not  distinguish- 
ed by  this  character  in  any  greater  d^ee  than 
several  of  the  abdicated  snbjects ;  of  which  the 
powers  of  making  war  and  raising  armies  were 
instances.  The  danger,  too,  with  which  the  ar- 
^ment  derif  ed  from  this  principle  of  construc- 
tion was  fraught,  ought  not  to  escape  observation. 
Let  the  principle  be  admitted,  and  it  would  be 
only  necessary  to  give  to  exercises  ot  power  the 


form  of  treaty  stipulation,  and  any  power  might 
ised,  and  any  object  attained,  by  the  Ex- 
department,   however  remote   froi 


proper  sphere  of  its  control.  Finally,  if  the  dis- 
tinction between  the  jurisdiction  arrogated,  and 
that  renounced,  by  the  treaty-making  power,  were 
made  to  rest  on  the  peculiar  character  of  the  treaty 
stipulations,  as  being  susceptible  of  execution,  inde- 
pendently of  legislative  aid,  or  as  reqviring  that 
aid  for  their  execution,  the  answer  was  equally 
obvious  with  those  which  had  been  stated  to  other 
supposed  principles  of  distinction.  It  was  this, 
that  there  were  various  supposeable  cases  of  stipti- 
lation  having  no  dependence  on  Iwislative  aid  for 
execution,  which  yet  the  consent  of  all  men  woold 
reject  from  the  exclusive  control  of  the  treaty- 
making  power.    One  example,  sa^eued  by  r«- 
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cent  oocuireDoe^  should  be  adduced.  A  sew 
State,  provided  its  ^vmimetit  wue  orgaaized, 
and  tike  form  republicao,  might  be  admitted  iato 
the  Union  without  any  necessary  interveacion  of 
Ugialntise  authority,  by  a  treaty  stipulating  that  it 
slK>uld  send  two  Seoatois  and  one  Representative 
to  Coogreas.  There  was  a  republican  govern- 
ment now  orfpuized  among  the  blacks  in  the  isl- 
and of  Hayti.  If  the  doctrines  asserted  in  rela- 
tion to  the  extent  of  the  treaty-maiung  power 
were  just,  what  was  there  to  hinder  the  admission 
of  this  RqMiblic  into  the  Union,  if  the  President 
and  Senate  were  to  be  of  opinion  to  admit  ill 
Here  was  a  case  requiring  no  intervention  of  le- 
gislative aid.  Hcse  was  a  case  which,  from  its 
character  of  external  relatiim,  fell  within  the  class 
of  the  appropriate  obj«cts  of  treaty  Blipuialion. 
It  was  sufficient  for  the  argument,  that  the  case 
WBs  a  possible  one.  Mr-  A.  did  not  afiect  to  in- 
sinuate that  the  realization  ever  could  be  thought 
of.  Considering,  however,  the  value  of  West  India 
ppasessions,  therewasa  possible  composition  of  the 
Bxecutive  depailment,  in  which  the  realization 
was  by  no  meani  inconceivable.  Constitutional 
doctrines,  hovrever,  oould  not  be  sound,  wbtch  in- 
volved the  possibility  of  such  a  consequence. 

There  were  various  other  and  important  views, 
connected  with  the  discussion  of  this  question  of 
the  just  character  of  the  treaty-making  power  in 
our  Government,  which  Mr.  A.  wid  Uiat  fatigue 
compelled  faim  to  )»etermit.  As  observation  bad 
been  made  in  the  debate,  however,  which  it  was 
neceHBjry  to  notice.  It  had  been  said  that,  admit- 
ting Ite  incompetency  of  the  President  and  Senate 
to  alienate,  tbor  power  could  not  be  denied  to  as- 
certain the  lim^  of  territory,  and  that  the  prori- 
aaaa  of  the  treaty,  in  this  respect,  extended  no 
fitrlher  than  to  an  aaeertainmHit  of  limits.  The 
diMinction,  as  related  to  the  power,  was  admitted. 
There  «ould  be  no  question  of  the  authority  to  set- 
tle limits.  But  was  the  character  of  (be  treaty 
such  as  bad  been  represented?  Did  it  OMrate 
<»t]r  to  define,  and  ata  extend  to  the  alienation  of 
territory  1  Was  not  the  eontrary  t^  this  augget- 
tion  Qotorious  1  Did  not  the  treaty,  on  the  face  of 
it,  purport  to  make  a  cession  of  territory,  by  stht- 
ing  the  fact,  and  by  employing  througoout  the 
language  appropriate  to  cession  ?  Did  not  every 
parson,  in  any  d^ree  versed  in  the  history  of  tlie 
eontioversy  with  Spain  iqton  this  sut^eot,  kitow 
diat  the  faoundary  fixed  by  the  treaty  was,  as  haid 
been  obGerved  by  the  Spuker,  a  new  line  made, 
aad  not  a  line  aaceruined  7  The  tr«nty  did,  there- 
fore, make  an  alienation  of  territmy.  Into  the 
^MStion  of  our  title  lo  this  laritory,  Mr.  A.  did 
not  design  at  this  time  to  enter,  farther  than  to  i^ 
aem,  tut  the  aocqrtanoe  by  Sijain  of  the  conatry 
a«  a  eeasMn  from  tis^  was  to  his  mind  sufficient 
evideaee  of  the  validity  of  oac  title.  The  inability, 
too.  of  Spain  lo  mak«  oat  a  valid  title  agidiwt  us, 
(which  appeared  from  the  oagotiation  to  b«  the 
taxt,)  was  ilMlf,  in  the  relative  condititHi  of  the 
two  eountneB,tantaniDUDtloaralid  tiUencMtonr 
parL 

6«ch  were  the  viawi  whioh  Hr.  A.  had  been 
led  to  entarUJn  of  the  prapeaition  affirmed  ^  the 


first  resolution.  But  whether  those  views  were 
well  or  iU-founded;  whether  Congress  were  or 
were  not  entitled  to  a.  voice  in  the  disposal  of  the 
territory  which  the  treaty  witb  Spain  proposed  to 
alienate,  there  could  be  no  question  of  its  belong- 
ing, both  to  the  right  and  the  duty  <^  Congreas, 
to  express  an  opinion  upon  any  subject  of  national 
policy,  deemed  of  sufficient  importance  to  require 
such  an  expression.  There  coiud  be  as  little  ques- 
tion that  this  expression  of  opinion  would  nave 
its  due  weight  with  tJie  Executive  Department  of 
the  Governmeat.  If  Congress  concurred,  there- 
fore, in  the  views  which  had  dictated  the  second 
resolution,  there  could  be  no  question  of  the  pro- 
priety of  affifming  them,  by  the  passage  of  the 
resolution. 

There  were  several  pro{>ositions  asserted  by  the 
resolution — the  disproportion  of  the  equivalent 
rendered  by  Spain  for  ( 


and  the  inexpediency  as  a  consequence  of  these, 
of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  now  tbal  the  (^ 
tion  of  out  Giovernment  was  restored,  to  ratify  or 
r^ect  it.  Was,  then,  the  equivalent  stipulated  to  be 
rendered  by  them  disproportionate,  and  was  it  im- 
politic to  make  a  transfer  lo  anv  foreign  Power  of 
the  iNTitray  we  had  stipulateo  to  cede?  What 
were  the  relative  concessions  of  the  contracting 
parties?  On  the  side  of  the  United  States,  five 
millioas  of  dollars  to  be  paid,  in  part  discha^  of 
claims  of  our  citizens  upon  Snain ;  the  abandon- 
ment of  the  residue  of  these  claims ;  of  which,  as 
they  stood  in  the  same  character,  the  allowance  of 
this  part  was,  io  effect,  a  recognition  to  the  amount 
of  Slfi^00,O00.  as  had  been  stated  (by  the  honoi- 
able  Speaxo' ;)  the  privilege  to  the  subjects  of 
Spain,  carrying  on  commerce  with  the  territory 
we  were  to  acquire,  of  admission  into  its  ports  on 
the  same  tenos  with  our  own  citizens,  for  the  pe- 
riod of  twd^e  yeaw  from  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty^  and,  finally,  the  territory  of  Tejtas,  which 
we  stipulated  to  cede.  Placing  out  of  view  the 
other  parts  of  this  concession,  what  wai  the  char- 
acter and  value  of  this  tarilory  of  Ttxas  t  The 
full  value  we  were  not  possessed  of  sufficient  in- 
formation,  it  was  probable,  to  enable  us  to  appte- 
eijate.  Baough,  however,  was  known  toaacerlain 
its  sipedority  in  this  respect  to  the  province,  as 
part  of  the  consideration  of  which  it  was  pnwosed 
lo  be  tranifened.  In  superficial  extent,  Texas 
would  not  be  denied  to  be  several  times  lai^et 
than  Florida.  In  a  gen««l  character  of  fertility, 
thetwoootti^es,  accordi^  to  the  accounts  which 
Mr.  A.  had  receiT^  admitted  of  no  oomparison, 
so  decidedly  was  the  adrantage  on  the  side  of  the 
former  of  them.  Placed  in  a  near  vicinity-  to 
South  America,  this  ptoviaee  asswted  still  more 
signally,  (o  the  character  of  its  prodoctioiu^  its 
affinity  to  Ihe  pecoUar  natoral  advantages  waich 
djatingnisb,  in  a  manner  so  remarkable,  that  most 
favored  portion  of  the  earth.  Pvoductions  of  the 
highest  raluf^  aitd  Mqmesed  ta  be  die  most  wide^ 
dif eraified,  as  (espeeted  the  aoU  and  climate  tbtj 
reqiiixd,  iemid  here  a  point  of  neirhborheod  and 
uiMu    Com,  MHoDi  ragUi  met  >  congenial  ooil, 
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and  cucnmstaBces  faToraUe  to  their  production. 
The  climate  mu  of  exiraoTdinaiT  nlnbtity — the 
riTeTB  variotM  and  lar^.  And  what  was  the  eon- 
sideratioD  for  which  we  were  to  nurendet  a  coud- 
trysuch  as  this  had  be«i  describedg  of  immoise 
exlent.  possMsed  of  etar  luitiml  advantage,  des- 
tined Dy  the  mott  signal  eridencei  to  hia^  politi- 
oil  UnportSDcel  Waaitlbr  tbeaanda  of  Florida! 
No,  nut  for  the  property,  but  for  little  more  than 
the  aorereigtiiy  of  these  sands.  For,  indepeadendy 
of  the  grants  to  Alagon,  and  Vargas,  and  Puuon 
Rostro,  which  had  been  the  subjects  of  recent 
contestation,  the  largest  and  the  moat  valoable 

C'oD  of  the  toil  of  Florida  was  known  to  have 
granted  out  The  recent  contested  gisnts 
had  only  been  of  the  residuary  lands.  In  the  bar- 
gain wnich  had  been  made  we  were  to  give  the 


dneribed,  for  little  mtwe,  oompntively  ipenking, 
than  the  soverei^ty  of  Flonda.  Was  the  bar- 
gain one,  which,  m  this  obvioas  yieir  of  ita  char- 
acter, with  perfect  lilMrty  to  acc^i  or  reject  it,  it 
wotild  be  expedient  to  confirm?  But,  great  impor- 
tance was  attributed  to  Florida  in  b  military  and 
politicar  point  of  view. 

Witfaont  any  dcagn  of  derogatitn  from  the  im- 
portance of  Florida  in  this  respec^  did  this  con- 
sideration, Mr.  A.  adred,  render  its  acquisition  at 
this  time,  and  at  the  price  of  any  disproportionate 
equivalent,  an  object  erf  reasonable  solietnide  on 
oar  parti  He  apprehended  that  it  did  not.  What- 
ever might  be  tAe  adrBotages  pretenttd  by  this 
country  for  pnrpoee*  of  military  or  commercial 
imnoyance,  in  the  hands  of  Spain,  it  could  not  be 
rendered  subnervient  to  any  nich  purposes  against 
ns.  Spain  did  not  possess,  nor  had  toe  bcmty  of 
acqntimg  means  and  resources,  military  or  naTel, 
which  eonld  be  a[q>lled  to  such  objects.  Nor,  if 
she  possessed,  or  conld  acqnire  them,  eonld  it  ever 
be  her  policy  to  avail  herself  of  toe  positioD  of 
Florida  to  employ  them  against  this  country. 

In  proof  of  this  the  sinsle  consideratton  was 
snfficient,  that  the  inevitable  result  of  the  pursuit 
of  such  a  policy  woald  be  the  loss  of  the  province 
in  question,  wiihout  the  possibility  of  indemniflca- 
tion.  This  result,  it  would  be  adnutted,  eonld  not 
be  prevented  by  anyezenicm  ot  eonQngent"  ' 
events.  The  acquisition  of  Florida  was  thert 
an  object  of  no  oonsiderable  importaoee  as  related 
to  Hiy  view  of  danger  of  its  being  used  for  pur- 
poses of  annoyance  by  Spain.  Tbe  ground  of 
apprehension  was  as  slight  front  any  other  quarter. 
The  Indian  inhabitants  would  be  m  no  great  de- 
gree more  likely  to  give  us  disturbance,  if  the 
country  continued  in  the  hands  of  Spain,  than  if 
it  wer«  transferred  to  our  own.  Nor  was  fear 
indeed  to  be  indulged  of  disturbance  from  this 
source  while  the  lile  or  the  memory  of  Jackson 
among  bis  Indian  adversaries  were  preserved.  For 
danger,  proceeding  from  any  European  Power 
other  than  Spain,  we  had  already  made  an  ade- 
gnatB  provision  by  a  law  giving  authority  to  the 
President  to  prevent  the  occupation  of  Florida  by 
a  foreign  Power.  Hr.  A.  nid  that,  in  the  poliey 
of  this  law,  he  aitirdy  ooneutred.    Whuc  be 


should  be  opposed  to  the  oecupatian  of  the  coun- 
try by  onrseTves,  at  least  under  present  circum- 
stances, whra  he  would  be  avene  to  any  measure 
by  which  the  haaard  of  war  might  be  incurred,  he 
should,  at  all  times  and  under  all  circumstances, 
aonsider  the  prevention  of  the  occupation  of  Fln- 
ida  by  any  other  foreign  Power  than  Spain,  as  a 
nieasQre  of  indisputable  and  unimpeachable  polioy, 
on  the  part  of  this  conntry.  It  stood  jnstified  to 
his  mind  by  cansideiations  admitted  to  be  para- 
mount to  all  othen — of  defence  and  preaervation. 
No  Power  could  have  either  interest  or  motive  in 
the  acquisition  of  Florida,  unconnected  with  views 
to  our  annoyance,  and  a  policy  dictated  by  such 
views,  it  was  at  ail  times  as  justifiable  as  it  was 
necessary  to  repel.  Whatever,  then,  might  be  die 
--*-^Tiiic  importance  of  Florida  in  a  political  point 
ew,  its  acquisition  could  not  be  considered  aa 
demanded  of  us  at  this  time  at  the  price  of  any 

ineession  di^ropOTtioned  to  its  ptoper  vahie. 

But  was  this  enaj^cter  of  importance,  in  a  po- 
litical view,  confined  to  Florida  1  Was  Texas  ol 
no  consideration  in  this  view  1  Let  the  situation 
of  thispn)vince,at  tbe  back  of  Louisiana,  and  the 
direction  of  tbe  flow  c^  its  principal  rivets,  be  con- 
dderedj  and  the  important  and  delicate  relation 
which  It  snstained  to  New  Orleans,  itself  the  most 
important  position  in  our  conntryj  would  imme- 
diately be  pRcdved.  Upon  this  new  of  the  suIh 
jeet,  intemsting  as  it  was,  Mr.  A.  forbor^  from  ob- 
vious considerations,  to  enlarge.  He  would  diimisa 
it,merdyaccompanied  with  a  hint  at  the  capacity 
of  Totts  to  maintain  a  formidable  pc»abticM. 
Considered  in  a  mm  political  aspect,  toen,  the 
equivalent  which  we  were  to  obtain  for  our  terri- 
torial concession  in  the  treaty  enieared  to  be  little 
entitled  to  the  preference  which  had  been  allotted 
to  it,  and  the  TBtificatim  of  the  treaty  altogcthar 
unadvisable. 

There  was  another  view  of  the  subject,  entire- 
lyconcunait  with  that  which  had  Men  stated. 
Whatever  mieht  have  been  the  value  of  Florida, 
could  it  iwt  have  been  obituned  oa  teims  bettu 
than  those  which  had  been  stipnlBledf  These 
was  certainly  no  indispoaition  on  the  part  of  Spain 
to  yield  it  to  us.  This  was  manifest,  from  iIk 
character  of  the  iostrnetioH  which  were  known  to 
have  been  given  to  Don  Oitia;  fitm  ^  fact  of 
hi*  signntmre  to  the  treaty  {  from  the  fact  of  die 
despatch  of  the  new  mission,  which  was  ereey  day 
expected  on  our  shores;  and^  finally,  from  the  evi- 
dMice  disclosed  by  the  publication  of  the  late  ne- 
gotialioa  at  Madrid,  which  showed  that  the  diffi- 
cnltiee  which  bad  obslmeted  the  ratiication  of  the 
treaty  did  not  relate  to  ttay  reluctanoe  indulged  by 
Uie  Qovemment  of  Sftain  to  nake  a  cessKHi  of 
the  conntry.  Spain  had  no  inteteM  in  the  retention 
of  this  province.  It  was  of  no  value,  but  rather  a 
source  of  expense,  and  a  burden  as  a  tCTritonal  de- 
pendency. It  c(Mild  be  of  no  value,  from  her  pe- 
culiar condition,  in  a  military  or  commercial  view. 
Superadded  to  this  consideration,  ^le  had  strong 
motives  to  make  the  cession.  If  tbe  motives  of 
her  determination  to  do  so,  as  heretofore  evineed, 
had  reference  to  the  posture  of  her  aibin  in  Sooth 
America,  tfaoe  motives  not  only  teiaincd  an  iHdi- 
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minified,  but  had  acquired  an  iocreased  force  fcom 
Mcent  occuireaces.  If  the  object  of  bet  policy, 
hitherto,  had  been  to  prerent  oot  interference  id 
any  mode  in  the  contest  with  the  patriots,  and  she 
still  retained  the  hope  of  being  enabled  to  prose- 
cute that  contest,  the  increasing  difficulties  of  hen 
sittialion,  and  the  knowledge  of  (he  peculiar  and 
growing  stale  of  public  Bentiutent  in  this  coun- 
try, both  towards  nerself  and  towards  the  patri- 
ots, furnished  decided  inducements  to  her  to  con- 
tinue to  act  in  the  same  line  of  policy,  and  to 
secure  oar  further  forbearance  at  the  price  which 
she  had  already  determined  to  regard  as  a  consid- 
eration not  too  high  for  it.  But,  if  she  had  lost 
all  hope  of  being  enabled  to  prosecute  the  con- 
teM  with  the  colonies,  then  her  inducements  to 
the  same  course  became  still  mote  unequivocal. 
Why  1  because  she  knew  that  in  the  event  of  the 
snccess  of  the  patriots,  Florida  must  fall  into  their 
hands,  who  may  be  presumed  to  form  the  objects 
of  bet  peculiar  animosity,  or  must  come  by  the 
operation  of  domestic  reTolution  into  ours,  with- 
out her  obtaioiiw  any  compensation  for  it,  even 
the  liquidation  of  our  claims  on  her  for  spoliati 
Inl|  every  view,  then,  interest,  and  in  one  vien  , 
moral  feeling,  more  powerful  in  its  operation  than 
intereat,  prompted  Spain  to  the  pursuit  of  the  same 
policy,  which  was  that  of  cession  of  the  territory 
we  were  desirous  to  obtain.  There  was  no  op- 
posing interest  or  motive  of  any  sort.  Under  these 
circumstances,  left,  as  we  were,  at  liberty  by  the 
dday  of  Spain  in  ratifying  the  treaty,  and  even 
authorized  to  rise  in  our  demands,  would  it  not  be 
a  policy  preferable  to  the  ratification  of  the  treaty 
to  Intst  ourselves  to  the  results  of  a  new  negotia- 
tion ?  In  the  worst  event  of  such  a  resort,  we 
might  expect,  considering  the  advantage  of  om 
situation,  to  procure  Florida  for  money,  (more  al- 
luring to  Spain  in  her  present  citcnnistances  than 
territory,)  in  place  of  the  dispropottioned  territo- 
rial equivalent  which  we  had  stipulated  to  give 
for  it. 

Might  we  not  be  justified,  too,  in  indulging  .. 
glance  at  the  very  potoible  contingency  of  procuring 
this  coantry,  without  the  payment  of  any  )Mice,  by 
the  eficct  of  domestic  revolution  1  In  any  event, 
ouTcbumson  Swin  would  remain  thesame.  They 
might  be  consuiered  as  having  derived  the  advan- 
tage of  reco^ition  from  the  treaty.  Spain  was 
in  no  condition  to  satisfy  them  in  any  other  way 
than  by  a  cession  of  Florida.  If  she  declined  to 
SMtisfy  them  in  this,  the  only  mode  which  was  in 
her  power,  we  would  be  at  liberty  to  adopt  a  rem- 
edy for  ourselves.  The  fund  could  not  escape  us. 
It  was  at  all  times  liable  to  our  control.  Gould 
there,  in  such  cireumslancesj  be  excuse  for  impru- 
dene«,  or  occasion  for  precipitation,  in  onr  endeav- 
on  to  obtain  poasession  ot  Florida,  however  de- 
sirable it  might  be  to  do  so  1 

Upon  the  whole,  Mr.  A.  said,  he  considered  the 
propositions  affirmed  by  the  second  resolution  as 
sustained — that  there  was  a  want  of  proportion  in 
theielativeconcessionjiof  the  treaty;  that  the  ter- 
ritory which  it  ptirported  to  cede  on  our  part,  ought 
not  to  be  nUde  the  subject  of  transfer  to  any  otner 
foMfa  Powei,  9 nd  tltal  the  ratificatioD  of  the 


treaty  was  in  every  view  inexpedient.  Entertain- 
ing these  views,  he  had  no  hexitation  in  expressing 
them,  end  he  hoped  that  the  resolutions  would 
meet  the  approbation  of  the  Conunittee. 

Mr.  Tbimbub,  of  Kentucky,  said,  that  he  had 
__)en  to  support  both  of  the  resolutions  offered  by 
his  colleague,  the  honoraUe  Speaker.  He  saw  in 
the  documents  strong  indications  of  intention  to 
accept  the  treaty,  and^  dissatisfied  as  he  was,  h« 
owed  it  as  a  duty  to  himself,  to  the  nation  gener- 
ally, and  especially  to  that  part  of  it  residing  on 
the  Western  waters^  to  enter  his  protest  at  lai]ge 
against  the  ratification.  The  treaty,  in  his  opin- 
ion, vras  one  of  great  interest  to  the  nation ;  pre- 
senting various  topics  for  discussion,  most  of  which 
had  been  precluded  from  debate  by  the  cautions 
prudence  of  his  Iriend  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
LowNnES.)  He  knew  that  the  rules  of  the  House 
gave  him  a  wide  range,  hut  he  foimd  himself  un- 
expectedly restricted  by  the  solicitude  of  (he  chaii- 
man  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Rdations.  He 
was  sure  that  solicitude  vras  deeply  felt,  because  it 
was  strongly  eipiessed,  and  being  always  ready 
to  defer  to  nis  talents  and  discretion,  he  would 
cheerfully  conform  to  his  wishes.  He  had  no 
right,  he  said,  to  complain  of  the  course  proposed ; 
and  he  would  do  his  iriend  thejostice  tosay,  that, 
if  he  did  not  advance  with  the  boldness  of  Alex- 
ander, he  displayed  in  retreat  all  the  skill  of  a 
Xeni^bon.  He  was  in  Parliament,  what  Morean 
and  Montecuccoli  were  in  the  field ;  he  carried 
every  thing  with  him;  had  left  no  spoil  for  his 

Siursuers  -^  no  point  exposed ;  no  barriers  unde- 
ended.  The  honor  of  (he  nation  could  not  be 
placed  in  better  hands,  or  safer  keeping;  and  no 
□ne  could  defend  its  interests  with  superior 
ability. 

The  friends  of  the  treaty,  he  said,  had  sought 
occasion  to  proclaim  its  merits;  its  opposers,  until 
now,  had  not  been  heard.  It  was  time  the  peo|Je 
should  be  beard;  it  vras  time  for  their  Represen- 
tatives to  speak.  The  Western  people  have  but 
one  market  for  their  produce— one  emporium  for 
their  commerce ;  and  the  treaty  leaves  that  one 
unprotected;  leaves  it  fearfnlly  exposed.  He  did 
Dot  believe  that  the  nation,  ii  consulted,  would 
ratify  this  treaty;  he  did  not  consider  it  a  ihin^ 
MMMj  a  contract  in  abeyance;  it  was,  in  hu 
opini<n,  a  mere  nullity :  and  each  party  remitted 
back  to  his  original  rights  and  claims. 

Our  relations  with  Spain,  he  said,  required  the 
display  of  some  energy,  and  for  that  reason  he  had 
prepared  bis  mind  to  vote  for  reprisals;  not  be- 
cause the  treaiy  was  obligatory,  but  because  time 
and  chance  might  change  the  present  posture  of 
afiairs  and  bring  more  trouble  and  mors  danger. 
To  avoid  that,  and  finish  all  at  once,  he  would 
have  acknowledged  the  patriots,  and  have  occu- 
pied Texas  and  the  Flondas.  This  would  have 
brought  the  Castilian  to  terms,  or  made  one  war, 
and  not  a  tri[Je  contest  of  ir.  Why  strike  for 
half  the  quarrel  1  If  the  army  comes  in  as  fin- 
isher of  treaties,  let  us  have  all  the  land,  and  hold 
it  as  we  did  West  Florida,  sabjeet  to  negotiation. 
He  that  takes  justice  in  his  own  hands,  should 
take  the  full  measure  of  its  claims. 
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D  was  pressed  upou  Spain 


with  more  zeal  tbaa  judgmenL  She  wbj  made 
to  suspect  that  the  treaty  was  highl)'  favorable  to 
this  couDtry,  because  il  was  warnuy  urged ;  where- 
as, in  tact,  the  advantage  was  wholljr  ou  the  side 
of  Spain.  It  was  clear,  from  the  documents,  that 
Mr.  Adams  was  not  able  to  barter  land  with  Don 
Onis ;  he  bad  confided  too  much  in  Casiilian 
honor,  as  to  the  dates  of  the  ^nts,  and  snfiered 
the  crafty  Spaoiatd  to  deceive  him.  He  iiad 
been  circnmTented.  This  was  no  discompliment. 
It  was  proof  of  fair  dealing  on  his  |>art :  and  it 
was  more  honorable  to  be  the  victim  than  the 
agent  or  the  perpetrator  of  hypocrisy  and  fraud. 
He  said  he  had  nothing  to  say  against  the  Execu- 
tive in  this  matter;  and  hoped  Uut  no  one  would 
charge  him  with  want  of  confidence  in  that  De- 
partnient  He  would  not  allow  the  supposicion 
to  be  made;  his  confidence  in  the  Preaident  was 
unimpaired;  and  this,  of  all  sul^ecls,  was  the  one 
upon  which  it  was  least  likely  to  be  diminjahed. 
He  said  he  had  not  foTgott»,  it  was  impossible  he 
should  fo^t,  that  a  proposition  was  inade  thirty 
years  ago,  m  a  secret  session  of  Congress,  to  sur- 
render the  Western  country  to  Spain  for  twenty- 
five  years,  and  that  its  defeat  was  owing  almost 
entirely  to  the  resistance  made  by  our  present 
Chief  Magistrate.  The  question  then  was — "oar 
tight  to  navigate  the  Musissippi;"  the  question 
now  is,  our  right  to  the  country,  Louisiana  proper, 
and  the  position.^  which  protect  and  defend  it. 
Eschewing  war,  and  loving  peace,  the  President 
bas  made  sacrifices  to  maintain  it;  liberality  is 
found  in  every  clause  of  the  treaty ;  forbearance 
in  every  page  of  the  message.  Texas  was  thrown 
in  as  a  peace-offeiing  to  Spain;  she  refused  it; 
and  we  are  not  bonna,  in  justice  or  in  honor,  to 
oSa  it  again.  This  nation  will  never  consent 
that  it  shall  be  ofiered  or  conceded.  The  treaty 
has  been  sent  to  us  by  the  President;  the  whole 
subject  is  before  us ;  we  are  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Uni<»i,  and  have  a  right 
ID  enter  our  protest  and  objections;  and  he  Tor 
one  was  ready  to  perform  his  duty.  He  could  se« 
no  danser  in  a  Woad  discussion ;  but  he  would 
relieve  Uie  anxiety  of  his  friend  (Mr.  Lownoss) 
at  once,  by  omitting  all  the  topics  which  he  wished 
to  have  excluded. 

The  extent  of  the  treatv-making  power  is  one 
question ;  the  check  which  this  House  of  Con- 
gress holds  upon  it  another.  It  was  not  necessary 
for  him  to  prove  that  this  House  could  rightfully 
and  Dropa:ly  refuse  to  carry  inio  efiect  a  treaty, 
wbicn,  in  its  judgment,  would  be  ruinous  to  the 
country.  The  first  resolution  asserts  this  right 
He  had  just  promised  not  to  discuss  it;  but  he 
would  never  yield  it  so  long  as  he  was  a  member 
of  the  body.  Limited  as  he  was  in  his  course  of 
inquiry,  he  would  not  engage  in  a  critical  analysis 
of  the  treaty.  Il  was  called  a  treaty  of  amity,  set- 
tlement, and  limits ;  it  was,  in  foct,  a  treaty  of 
cession,  of  limits,  and  satisfaction.  Territory  is 
ceded  on  both  sides^  in  full  sovereignty.  Limits 
are  settled,  and  satufaction  piomisM,  lor  injuries 


and  spoliaticms.  He  would  not  stop  to  define  the 
treaty-making  power,  or  lay  down  its  limits,  its 
corners,  and  aouiments.  That  his  friend  (Mi. 
Ldwndeb)  would  call  "abstraction."  Bot  there 
are  slipalattDOs,  he  said,  in  this  instrument,  above 
the  treaty-making  power ;  above  the  Constitution ; 
stipulations,  alarming  to  freemen,  and  fraught 
with  serious  mischief;  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  pre- 
sent them  to  the  nation. 

He  said  it  would  be  recollected  that  the  Louisi- 
aoa  Treaty  amalgamated  the  inhabitants  of  that 
country  with  the  people  of  the  United  States ;  that 
it  gave  them  a  common  interest  in  the  Union  ;  an 
equal  claim  to  its  protection ;  a  guarantee  of  "  all 
the  rights,  advantages,  and  immunities,  of  citizens 
of  the  States."  To  use  an  Indian  meta^or,  the 
treaty  of  cession  made  us  o^  on«  man.  The  fact 
was  well  known  that  some  of  the  French  inhabi- 
tants resided  at  that  date,  and  still  continue  to  re- 
side, in  that  part  of  Texas  then  ceded  to  us,  and 
now  ceded  to  Spain.  Some  of  our  own  people 
had  removed  there  since  the  treaty  of  April  30, 
1803 ;  had  purchased  lands  of  Frenchmen,  hold- 
ing grants  under  the  French  Government,  mud 
stwia  upon  the  soil  as  ailcdial  fl^  men  of  tht  Vmon, 
claiming  its  protection,  and  rendering  it  due  hom- 
age and  all  fealty.  Now,  sir,  said  he,  I  assert 
roundly,  I  contend  boldly,  that  there  is  no  power 
in  the  Constitution  under  which  yon  can  expa- 
triate a  citizen  of  the  Union.  1  know  that  a  treaty 
is  the  supreme  law  of  the  land :  I  admit  thai  the 
treaty  power  is  competent  to  settle  questions  of 
boundaiy  and  limits;  but  I  denv  the  existence  of 
any  power  by  which  you  can  alienate  a  citizen — 
denationalise  a  free  man.  What,  sir!  sell  land  to 
a  citizen ;  take  his  money  ;  and  then  sell  him,  and 
land,  and  liberty,  and  ail !  It  is  too  monstrous  to 
be  endured :  it  challenges  resistance  the  moment 
it  is  seen.  Citizenship  is  not  an'  article  of  mer- 
chandise; il  is  not  negotiable.  Political  rights  in 
our  Qovemmeni  are  not  subjects  of  barter  and 
exchanf^e;  they  could  not  be  sold  under  hammer 
at  political  auction.  Citizenship  is  indefeaaible; 
inalienable;  il  b  a  patrimony  deecending  to  as 
from  our  anceston,  under  entail,  and  we  mast 
leave  it  to  posterior  unteoken.    Bhow  me  yottt 

Swer,  said  he,  to  cede  citizens  with  sovereignty, 
e  sens  and  vassals  of  the  soil.  Show  the  power 
or  expunge  the  stipulation  from  the  treaty.  Strike 
it  out;  obliterate  it;  and  leave  the  statute  book 
untainted  by  the  precedents.  There  are  some  hun- 
dreds of  our  citizens,  by  birth  and  adaption,  expa- 
triated by  this  treaty.  The  fact  was  surely  un- 
known to  the  Secretary  at  that  dale.  What  rqjly 
could  you  make  to  a  petition  and  remonstrance 
tnm  these  people  1    How  would  a  committee  re- 

Cupon  the  case  7  A  skilful  diplomatist  mighl 
le  at  the  question.  The  stipulation  would 
never  be  sanctioned  by  the  nadm :  it  required  a 
suiesman  of  courage  to  affirm  the  power ;  and  to 
such  he  would  leave  the  honor  of  defending  it. 
He  would  never  envy  the  laurels  ihey  mi^l  gather. 
Mr.  T.  had  objeetioDs  to  another  article,  an  ex- 
crescRice  in  the  treaty,  which  called  loudly  for 
the  knife  and  cattstic.  Il  grew  oot  of  ihe  stuijecl 
of  claims  and  spoliations.    The  demands  of  onr 
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cilizeos  are  statad  bjr  some  at  ten  millioac  of  dol- 
lais,  hj  others  at  twentr.  Ten  is  below  the  mini- 
mum ID  aggregate.  The  elcTenth  article  of  the 
treaty  exonerates  Spain  from  these  demands;  gives 
a  fail  renunciation;  cancels  the  whole  debt,  and 
nndertakes  to  make  satisfaction  to  our  citizens  lo 
an  amouat  not  exceeding  five  millions  of  dollais. 
Where,  said  be,  does  the  treaty-making  power  find 
authority  to  expunge  the  claims  of  out  citizens — 
eziingui^  their  right  to  demand  the  full 


for  sand  and  sea-weed — a  barroi  sceptre — and  pay 
them  but  one  moiety  1  This  is  a  new  mode  of 
lerjing  taxes,  of  raising  contributions :  a  letter  of 
marque  and  reprisal  on  ourselves ;  a  flat  Tiolation 
oi  the  fiAh  article  of  the  SRnendmentB  to  the  Con- 
stitution, which  declares,  that  "private  propeily 
^lall  not  be  taken  for  public  purposes,  without  just 


faU, 


ivhat  is  just  compensation  1    Paymei)! 
1  uotkiugless.    "Render unto Cftsat the  thinas 
that  are  hia:"  not  a  part  of  those  thi^,  but  the 


whi^e  of  them.  Our  people  were  snfi^ers  under 
tbejaew  code  of  maritime  jurisprudeQcs — under 
lawless  edicts  and  decrees.  They  were  struck  by 
spoliation,  and  rgined  by  delay.  Justice  demand- 
ed a  reimbuTsODent  of  priocifal  and  interest  This 
Qorernment  was  bound  in  duty  and  good  faith  to 
ask  it  for  them.  It  has  cancelled  the  claims  in 
exchange  for  Florida-  These  claimants  are  men 
of  sense  and  judgment,  of  weight  and  influence 
in  the  country;  they  w31  lose  nothing  bv  modesn 
in  asking;  consummate  the  treaty,  aod  yon  will 
find  a  oart-load  of  petitions  on  your  ta^e,  prayinr 
paymentof  the  wboleamonnt:  will  you  grant  it? 
If  soj  ytm  ffive  Texas,  and  ten  millions  for  the 
Flondas.  If  voa  refuse,  whne  is  your  boasted  love 
of  justice — ^where  yoof  equality  of  rights  ?  The 
ConstitatiMi  and  the  social  compact  are  both 
inftacted.  Man  enters  society  in  self-defence ;  we 
surrmder  part  of  our  rights  to  pnichase  protection 
for  Ihe  residue :  we  grant  the  power  to  tax  our 
property,  to  par  the  expenses  of  protection,  but 
not  the  power  ot  reiinquiahiikg  our  claims,  for  putdic 
ptnnosa,  without  a  fair  eqaivalenL  Let  this  mat- 
ter be  careMly  considered.  If  yon  ratify  the  treaty 
and  [My  ten  millions  to  these  claimantB,  the  bar- 
gain is  unequal  in  all  respects.  If  you  refuse,  what 
will  Entope  say  ?  What  a  precedent  for  her— a 
oase  in  pomtl 

Oor  iKople  have  claims  for  sjioliation  against  the 
other  Powers  of  Europe.  If  in  this  instance  we 
take  the  shoes  of  Spain,  and  pay  but  half  the  debt, 
will  not  the  other  Powers  cite  the  precedent,  and 
cut  off  a  mmety  of  what  they  owe  t  Can  we  urge 
them  to  do  our  citizens  mote  justice  than  we  do 
oursdreB  1  Better  lose  Florida  than  lose  our  cha- 
racter ateoad.  The  reputation  of  our  Govemmenc 
for  moral  justice  is  of  more  value  tlun  barren 
tenritory. 

He  said  he  would  barely  notice  the  Krants  to 
Pnnon  Roatro,  Alagon,  and  Vargas.  They  are 
diird  persons,  whose  righu  cannot  be  afiected  by 
the  protest  of  our  Miniiler,  aniwaneing  oar  m- 
tendedconatructionof  thetreatyj  their  tines  would 


tieatjr,  sanctioned  by  the  Laws  oC  the  lodiea,  and 
Dothmg  short  of  revocation  would  remove  the  en- 
cumbrance. A  taw  suit  with  the  pateateea  waa 
not  desirable. 

He  was  not  exactly  satisfied  with  the  line  west  of 
the  Rocky  Mountams,  especially,  bs  that  portion 
of  country  was  the  si^iposed  eqniralent  for  Texas. 
Alt  the  eiplcning  parties  to  the  Pacific  oceu),  since 
the  retam  of  Lewis  and  Clarke,  had  united  in 
opinion,  that  the  only  praettcaUe  route  for  con- 
stant intercourse  and  tradiuK  porpoaos  to  the  Co- 
lumbia, lies  across  the  Rocky  Mauntaias,  from 
the  head  waters  of  the  Arkansas  to  those  of  6te 
Multnomah. 

Bv  the  treaty  our  boundary  stops  at  4S  degrees 
uortn  latitude;  now  if  gentlemen  will  make  ao 
examination  of  the  maj^  Uwy  will  find  that  this 
line  of  latitude  will  give  Spaon  the  entire  naviga- 
tion of  that  fine  river  for  abontfive  hundred  mam. 
These  last  objections,  he  said,  were  tdemishee  in 
the  treaty  which  ougnl  to  be  corrected.    He  had 


intended,  he  and,  to  treat  this  asa  quraiion  of  great 
naiional  policy,  and  on  this  morning  liad  tkter- 
mined  lo  limit  hia  v 


domestic  ai^ieols,  and  relations-  In  doing  this  be 
should  wa>f%  the  discuseton  of  several  toptcs  which 
had  claims  to  his  attention.  He  would  barely 
name  some  of  them. 

Ist.  Thequestion  of  equivalents. 

2d.  The  Treasury  side  of  the  subject— the  items 
of  profit  and  Ion. 

3d.  The  quality  and  value  of  the  soil  of  Florid 
and  Texas;  acre  per  acre. 

4lh.  The  live  oak  of  each  province,  especially 
of  Texas,  and  its  great  valne  for  naval  purposes. 

The  poriB  and  harbors  of  Florida  and  Texas 
ought  to  b«  omitted.    It  was  his  opinion  that  we 


fore  compare  the  ports  and  barbcos,  although  those 
of  Texas  woaid  bear  a  contrast ;  oat  charts  of  both 
coasts  were  too  imperfect  Co  be  relied  on,  and  the 
recent  correction  of  mistake  as  to  the  depth  of 
water  on  Ihe  outer  bar  at  Mobile  Point  and  Dau- 
phin Island,  wotild  cantion  him  against  hastily 
admitting  the  facts  reported  byiabmarioe  ezploren. 
What  efi^  will  the  nurender  of  the  ports  of  Texna 
have  upon  our  carrying  trade  ?  Let  our  ESastem 
shippers  and  tonnage  holders  look  to  that ;  it  ia 
ttieir  immediace  interat  It  belonsa  to  navigation. 
Get  the  potiB  of  Oalveston  and  Matagorda,  and 

Cget  die  eurying  trade  of  Vera  Cruz.  It  is  a 
ch  of  our  eoastii^  trade,  and  if  wisdy  followed, 
will  dravr  afler  it  the  entve  eartyia^  trade  of 
Mexico,  or  New  Spain.  Every  alienation  oa  the 
Qulf  will  eo  far  at  least  diminish  yoot  pro^iecl  of 
securing  the  carryioe  trade  upon  tnosesens.  Will 
gendemen  from  UteBast  mSa  the  phantaues  and 
uelnsionB  of  a  moment,  to  deprive  them  of  sneh 
lastingandvaloableadrantages?  A  safe  and  sure 
trade  apon  the  Onlf  is  as  much  the  interat  of  Ihe 
Eastern,  as  the  Western  States ;  will  they  pwmit 
local  feelitigs,  fimided  on  visions  and  airy  nothing^L 
to  govern  mem  in  questiona  of  such  gential  ana 
snbetantial  benefit  t    He  -amnld  hope  not.    For 
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his  part,  he  would  nerer  so  Ar  degrade  his  station 
ba«,  as  to  suffer  looi  inteiestB  togOTernhim  npon 
questions  of  great  Dational  concern.  He  thought 
it  fais  doty  to  strengthen  the  cohesion  of  the  Union. 
He  had  foTinerly  voted,  and  he  should  a«ain  vote 
to  encout«£«  domestic  mannfiicCnres.  He  had  al- 
ivays  voted  for  erery  hill  intended  to  protect  onr 
commerce,  and  place  it  on  an  equal  footing  with 
that  of  other  nations ;  and  he  intended  sCilT  to  do 
so,  always  giving  the  preference  to  agriculture ; 
and  holding  the  balance  even,  if  be  could,  between 
commerce  and  man  ufaetures.  He  would  ask  East- 
em  gen^emen  to' name  an  instance,  in  which  West- 
em  members  had  arrayed  ctiemselves  against  the 
interests  of  the  East.  Yet  ihey  oueiit  to  know  that 
we  are  not  misled  by  the  explodeo  doctrine,  "  that 
commerce  can  best  protect  itself."  We  have  too 
many  bills  before  us  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  believe  one  word  of  it.  This  is  the  age 
of  maritime  restrictions,  and  we  know  very  well 
that  commerce  will  come  to  nothing,  if  we  "  leave 
it  to  protect  itself." 

The  valne  of  Texas  as  a  coffee  country,  would 
claim  brief  notice.  It  was  a  subject  richly  deserv- 
ine  the  attention  of  a  statesman.  The  primary 
policy  of  this  nation  is,  to  make  itself  independent 
of  the  commercial  world ;  particularly  so  far  as 
relates  to  the  common  necessaries  of  life.    This 


the  basis  of  every  argument  in  fhvor  of  domestic 
manxifiictures.  Is  it  not  equally  as  strong  in  fa* 
vor  of  all  articles'  of  sustenance,  especially  cofiee, 
which  has  become  (he  common  and  daily  beverage 
of  all  classes  of  society  1  Ought  the  supjJy  to  de- 
pend upon  a  foreisn  market  1  Sach  is  our  depen- 
dence now,  and  uways  has  been ;  and  the  vicis- 
situdes of  trade,  and  war,  and  restrictions  upon 
commerce,  have  made  us  pay  dearly  for  what  we 
have  consumed.  Our  soil  produces  all  the  neces- 
saries of  life,  each  climate  yielding  its  indigenous 
supirfies;  but  it  so  happens  that  Teias  is  the  only 
cofiee  hmd  we  have,  or  ever  can  have,  unless  we 
conquer  Mexico,  or  engage  in  the  colonial  systemj 
either  of  which  would  ne  worse  (hen  madness. 
This,  is,  therefore,  the  last  and  only  chance  we 
shall  ever  have,  to  cut  the  cable  of  commercial 
vassalage,  by  creating  a  home  supply  for  domestic 

These,  if  there  were  no  other  objections  to  the 
treaty,  wonld  induce  him  as  an  Amencao  statesman 
to  re]ect  it.  He  would  leave  (hem  and  pursue  his 
course ;  his  object  was  the  high  domain. 

Hia  great  objection  to  the  treaty,  one  which  in 
his  opinion  was  decisive,  had  not  yet  been  pressed 
or  amplified.  The  argument  had  chiefly  rested 
ujKHi  toe  treaty-making  power,  and  the  power  of 
this  House ;  and  upon  title,  and  equivalents.  His 
friend  from  Virginia  (Mr.  AnaaBtt)  had  deba(eil 
the  question  of  power,  with  an  ability  which  did 
him  honor.  There,  Mr,  T.  would  le(  i(  res(.  The 
view  which  he  wot^d  take  of  the  subject  made  it 
of  litde  importance  whether  the  first  resolution 
should  be  affirmed  or  no(.  He  wonld  vote  for  (he 
second,  wi(h  Ihe  utmost  freedom. 

Title  and  equivalents  apart,  ongfit  this  nation  (o 
accept  (be  limits  aetiled  by  the  treaty,  and  surren- 
der Texasi  I 
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The  banodary,  in  his  opinion,  was  the  main 
question.  Most  of  (he  other  stipulations  were  re- 
troactive; had  reference  only  to  the  interests  of  a 
few.  But  this  is  entirely  prospective  in  its  opera- 
tion. It  concerns  every  citizen  of  the  Republic, 
and  especially  those  of  the  West,  whose  barriers 
were  about  to  be  surrendered;  the  shield  of  whose 
commerce  was  about  to  be  broken,  and  the  empo- 
rium of  their  trade  erposed  to  surreption  and  to 
plunder.  It  was  of  no  consequence,  ne  said,  whe- 
ther we  had  (itie  or  no  title  to  (he  province  in  dis- 
pute. No(  that  he  intended  1o  yield  out  claim  of 
title— fiir  from  it.  He  saw  cb  room  for  doubt ;  the 
awument  upon  title  was  conclusive  in  our  favor. 
That  gave  us  the  "  vantage  ground ;"  buthe  wonld 
waive  it  en(irely,  because  he  intended  to  sustain 
himself  upon  other  facts  and  principles,  and  would 
endeavor  to  show  tha(  (he  surrender  of  Texas 
wonld  be  in  every  re3pee(  impioviden[  and  dan- 

This,  he  said,  was  a.  Treaty  of  Limits.  The 
Father  of  the  Universe,  in  his  peculiar  providence, 
had  given  na(ural  boundaries  to  every  continent 
and  lingdum — permanent,  physical,  imperishable 
barriers,  to  every  nation,  to  shield  it  from  invasion. 
Man,  in  his  maa  career  of  glory,  his  thirst  for  do- 
minion, had  rejec(ed  as  useless  the  great  and  per- 
manent boundaries  of  nature,  and  sought  out  ideal, 
perishable  limits  of  his  own  creation.  Look  at  the 
great  profile  of  every  continent,  and  you  Rnd  them 
partitioned  by  (he  hand  of  Providence  into  por- 
tions and  allotments  convenient  for  the  purposes 
of  social  happiness;  and  these  allotments  are  every 
where  protected  by  barriers  and  defences.  Spain 
herself  is  an  instance.  She  is  bounded  bv  two 
seas  and  one  monntain— (be  Atlantic  and  Medi- 
terraneao,  and  the  Pyrennees.  Hundreds  of  wars 
hare  arisen  upon  questions  of  ideal  boundary,  and 
millions  of  human  beings  have  been  slaughtered 
to  beat  back  ambitious  nations  into  (heii  natural 
limits.  Compacts  and  paper  boundaries  are  men 
of  s(raw  in  the  hands  of  aomination.  It  is  phy- 
sical banriers  alone  (hat  check  encroachment,  and 
^ve  repose  (o  feeble  nations.  In  Europe,  ques- 
tions of  boundary  are  settled  by  the  law  of  accident, 
of  conquest,  of  necessity,  of  weakness— by  the.Iaw 
called  "the  balance  of  power."  Density  of  popu- 
lation, conflicting  interest,  and  long  established 
usages,  preclude  all  hope  of  voluntary  change; 
Ours,  on  the  contraTv,  is  a  new  woria,  sparsely 
settled,  (partly  uopeopled,)  inhabited  by  nadons  in 
a  state  of  pupilam.  We  alone  have  risen  from 
minority  to  manhood.  We  have  fougbt  one  war 
for  independence;  another  for  "free  trade  and 
sailors'  rights ;"  and  ano(her  must  be  fought  for 
barriers  and  bonndaries,  if  you  tatlfy  this  treaty. 
We  are  acting  on  a  new  theatre,  under  new  au- 
spices, and  new  principles. 

What  oueht  to  be  loe  confines  of  oni  Union? 
That  was  (he  great  question  confided  to  onr  Min- 
ister. No  public  functionary  ever  held  a  higher 
trust,  or  filled  an  office  more  responsible — the  sa- 
cred tmst  of  giving  limits  to  the  only  free  nation 
in  existence.  Called  as  he  was  to  lluit  high  trust; 
holding  as  he  did  in  his  hands  the  destiny  of  mil- 
lions ;'  animated,  as  he  surely  was,  by  all  the  mo- 
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tires  (hat  coiOd  stimulate  his  love  of  couotrY,  he 
should  have  spurned  the  hilling  policy  of  Kings, 
the  truck  and  traffic  of  European  despots,  and  their 
ambideitrous  Miiiisteis,  and,  mounting  upwards 
to  first  principles,  demanded  at  once  our  natural 
UmitJ,  the  i»rriers  of  our  country,  and  yielded 
with  equal  promptitude  all  claims  Deyond  them. 
NatioDs  are  individuals  in  relation  to  each  other ; 
and,  as  self-defence  is  the  tint  law  of  man,  so  is 
national  defence  the  first  law  of  society.  The 
boundaries  of  States  and  Eiogdoms  should  be  set- 
tled with  reference  to  their  military  defence  and 
maritime  protection.  Krery  nation  should  possess 
the  military  positions  which  defend  its  frontier, 
and  the  keys  which  protect  the  emporiums  of  its 
commerce.  These  barriers  are  hostages  for  the 
peace  of  nations;  and  no  people  can  neglect  ihem 
with  impunity,  or  surrender  them  with  safety.  It 
ia  hf  acquiring  these,  in  times  of  peace,  that  prep- 
aration IS  best  made  for  war.  These,  said  Mr.  T., 
are  maxima  established  by  experience  and  sanc- 
tioned by  all  history.  Are  they  found  in  this 
tiealyl  Do  they  sanction  its  stipulations,  or  had 
they  been  formitlen  in  the  lapse  of  diplomacy  f 
he  was  mistaJcen  if  they  were  tiot.  He  would 
conjure  geatlemen  not  to  mislead  themsdves  with 
douDb  about  the  title.  We  were  purchasingterri- 
tory,  and  fixing  Umits.  Title  was  no  thins.  Boun- 
dary and  barriers  were  every  thing.  There  lies 
the  pith  and  marrow  of  the  subject. 

1st.  Where  are  the  natural  limits  and  barriers  of 
the  Republici 

Sd.  Was  it  in  our  power  to  obtain  a.  cession  foi 
those  limits? 

3d.  Were  they  necessary  or  desirable  for  mili 
tarr  purposes — ior  protection  and  deience? 

4th.  Were  they  wanted  as  safeguards  to  ou: 
commerce  and  commercial  depots? 

5th.  If  we  transfer  out  claim,  be  it  bad  or  good, 
shadow  or  substance,  may  not  some  hostile  Power, 


These  were  Inauiries  of  first  ma^itude,  and 
claim  onr  cool  deliberation.  The  Rio  del  Norte, 
the  Puerco,  and  the  Apachee  mountains,  and  Si- 
ena Obacura,  (dark  motuitaios,)  are  our  natiooal 
limits,  on  that  side  of  the  confederacy.  Examine, 
if  you  please,  a  map  of  out  country;  compare  il 
with  that  of  other  nations.  Like  France,  we  an 
boimded  by  two  seas  and  two  mountains — the  At- 
lantic and  the  lakes  on  those  sides,  and  by  the 
mountains  West  and  South.  The  Rio  del  Norte 
13  to  us  what  the  Rhine  is  to  France,  and  Texas 
is  our  low  country — our  Netherlands.  Spain  au- 
thorized her  Minister  to  cede  all  as  far  as  the  Rio 
del  Norte ;  wherefore  shall  we  surrender  all  beyond 
the  Sabine?  The  Minister  had  full  powers,  and 
his  secret  instructions  permitted  him  to  cede  much 
&rtheT  than  he  did — rumor  says,  a  large  portion 
of  New  Spain;  meaning  "Louisiana,  as  it  should 
be,"  to  the  Rio  del  Norte.  Why  did  we  yield? 
Why  not  adhere  to  every  acre?  The  Spaniard 
had  fears,  and  our  interests  were  set  off  against  bis 
fean — our  barriers  and  defences,  to  save  nis  head. 
The  commercial  interests  of  eight  States,  twa  Ter- 


ritories, parts  of  two  States,  and  all  the 

tane  regions  surrendered,  now  and  forever,  to  save 

"  "paniard  from  potential  danger. 

few  Orleans,  he  said,  was  the  only  entrepot  for 
commerce  of  the  Mississippi  and  its  waters. 
No  city,  of  ancient  or  modem  times,  possened  the 
same  adTBDlages ;  certainly  none  of  ours  had  equal 
prospects  for  the  future.  It  waidestiued  to  become 
the  great  emporium  of  the  new  world.  It  was  the 
heel  of  Achilles — oui  vulnerable  point.  Florida, 
Texas,  and  Cuba,  are  the  great  military  and  naral 
positions  which  defend  the  city  and  its  comnterce, 
or  threaten  it  with  invasion.  It  is  peculiarly  ex- 
posed to  combined  operatious — to  simultaneous  at- 
tacks by  land  and  water.  Let  il  be  taken,  and  the 
tree  is  belted;  the  country  above  it  v^  deaden 
and  decay.  We  have  no  other  market.  Our  pro- 
duce will  perish  on  our  bands.  Expose  New  Or- 
leans, and  yon  expose  otir  interests  in  the  same 
im>portioi).    A  place  of  such  importuiee  should 


be  Kuarded  by  positions  which  bid  d^^tve  to  as- 
sault. The  three  positions  be  had  named  bdoDS 
properly  to  our  continent.  Cuba,  said  he,  we  shaU 


never  get ;  and  the  treaty  offers  to  surrender  Tex- 
as, leaving  us  Florida,  the  weakest  of  the  three,  to 
defend  the  citv.  He  would  say  the  weakest,  be- 
cause he  should  hazard  nothing  in  affimunff  that 
Orleans  is  most  vulnerable  on  its  right  flank — on 
the  side  of  Texas ;  and  always  womd  be  so,  until 
that  province  is  settled  by  our  people.  From  Flo- 
rida and  Cuba  the  line  of  attack  ilpon  New  Orleans 
is  by  water;  the  land  route  from  East  Florida  be- 
ing impracticable  for  any  army  of  invasion.  The 
enemy  would  have  to  debaik  itself  in  the  face  of 
defensive  armies,  an  operation  never  desirable,  and 
almost  always  dangKous.  But  the  base  of  acam- 
paign  against  Orleans,  laid  in  Texas,  and  aided  by 
the  fine  norses  of  that  country,  and  the  facilitiesof 
descent  by  the  Red  river  and  Mississippi,  would 
insure  success;  and,  even  if  defeated,  the  men  and 
means  of  that  defeat  would  coat  this  country  more 
than  twice  the  sum  which  would  at  this  day  pur- 
chase the  whole  province.  This  line  of  attack 
unites  all  the  advantages  of  land  and  water  moT&- 
ments.  A  fleet  eouid  actively  operate  upon  the 
Gulf,  and  furnish  the  invading  army  with  supplies, 
by  the  rivers  and  bayous  of  the  country.  All  this 
was  so  clear  to  him,  so  palpable,  that  he  marvelled 
greatly  at  those  who  could  not  see  it.  He  would 
ask,  if  New  Orleans  bad  nothing  to  fear  from  a 
transfer  of  Texas  to  Euglaud?  Nothing  Irom  a 
coalition  between  England  and  New  Spam?  No- 
thing from  the  ambition  of  a  Creolian  Emperor  of 
Mexico,  possessing  the  very  sinews  of  war,  the 
mines  and  precious  metals,  and  stimulated  by  the 
love  of  domination  ? 

England,  he  said,  had  fought  us  two  vmn,  and 
committed  the  same  errors  in  each.  It  was  not  for 
him  to  expose  her  blunders;  experience  would  not 
be  lost  upon  her ;  she  could  feef  for  a  soft  place  as 
well  as  other  nations.  It  is  said  she  urges  Spain 
to  ratify  the  treaty ;  and  it  is  also  said  that  she 
holds  a  secret  treaty  of  cession  for  the  island  of 
Cuba ;  thdt  has  been  denied.  Perhaps  it  is  only  a 
cession  of  Texas,  in  part  remtmeration  for  subsi- 
dies furnished  during  the  war  in  the  Peniasi^ 
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against  Napoleon  and  King  Joseph.  Next  to  Cuba, 
it  is  the  most  important  acquisition  she  could  make 
upon  our  borders;  eapecially  if  she  intends  to  fight 
us  another  war.  8oe  would  then  hold  the  nir- 
riers  of  our  country  on  each  Bank — on  the  North 
and  South ;  and  while  we  besiege  Q,uebec  she 
would  plunder  Orleans.  If  she  demands  the  pro- 
vince, can  Ferdinand  refuse?  Where  was  he, 
and  what  his  condition,  in  February  last?  At 
Madrid,  surrounded  by  discord  and  confusion;  his 
cofiers  empty ;  bis  aabjects  mutinous ;  and  his  army 
in  rebellion.  Where  is  he  now?  Perham  wing- 
ing bis  srial  flight  after  his  cou^  the  Duke  of 
Bern ;  perhaps  au  ejile  from  his  native  land,  liv- 
ing upon  the  bounty  of  the  allies;  perhaps  a  fugi- 
tive, houseless  and  friendless  In  his  own  dominions ; 
perhaps  a  lenant  in  his  own  dungeons,  the  com- 
panion of  State  criminals,  the  victims  of  his  mad 

Mr.  T.  rejoiced  that  he  was  a  son  of  the  new 
world ;  a  citizni  of  a  free  government ;  a  com- 
panion of  freemen.  Had  his  lot  been  cast  else- 
where, Ireland  of  choice  should  have  been  bis  birth- 
piace,  the  land  of  ho^italily  and  h^oes,  of  patriots 
and  martyrs;  and,  next  to  Ireland,  France.  The 
French,  said  he,  are  a  bnive  and  generous  people ; 
heroic,  magnanimous,  and  lofty;  their  renown  in 
arms  will  De  remembered,  when  the  dynasties  of 
the  Bourbons  and  Napoleons  are  forgotten.  The^ 
deserved  to  enjoy  a  bright  day  of  liberty,  of  which 
they  saw  only  the  twilight.  The  holy  alliance 
may  persuade  Louis  XVIII  to  abolish  the  law  of 
elections,  the  freedom  of  tbe  press,  and  tbe  trial  by 
jury,  and  to  revive  the  letint  at  cachet i  but  the  king 
shotild  beware.  The  spirit  of  freedom  in  France 
is  imbrokCQ — it  only  sleeps— the  ultras  will  ruin  ! 
him.  Even  now  his  power  tollers  to  its  base.  But, 
a«  to  his  cousin  Ferdinand,  he  dare  not  send  him 
subsidies.  He  dare  not  march  an  army  into  Spain. 
Frenchmen  may  fight  to  build  up  a  constitution, 
they  will  not  fight  to  put  one  down.  What  can 
Ferdinand  dol  Where  can  he  turn  for  succor? 
What  are  his  means  to  purchase  it  ?  His  colonics 
ore  torn  away  by  revolution,  never  to  re-unite.  He 
has  nothing  left  but  Cuba,  and  Porto  Rico,  and 
Texas.  New  Spain  is  nothing,  because  Apodaca 
will  be  Emperor  of  Mexico,  whenever  time' and 
chance  will  favor  him.  Cuba  is  the  brightest  eem 
luion  the  Crown ;  that  comes  to  the  hammer  kst. 
What  has  he  left  but  Texas,  which  is  available  to 
purchase  subsidies?  Like  other  bankrupts,  he 
moat  surrender  his  effects,  and  England  must 
take  Texas  for  a  shilling  in  the  pound.  The 
purchase  would  give  her  coitimercial  advantages 
and  military  strength.  Would  she  value  it  for 
military  purposes?  He  could  stale  a  fact  which 
would  serve  aim  asanarsument.  No  one,he8aid, 
lUtd  forgotten  theaflkicorthe  Chesapeake;  on  that 
occasion  the  war  whoop  resounded  through  all 
parts  of  the  Union;  England  heard  it,  and  negan 
to  prepare  for  probable  events. 

An  officer  was  sent  to  New  Orleans,  to  make 
topograpiiical  reports  of  the  country,  and  furnish 
plans  of  campaign  against  the  city.  That  officer 
suggested  thr«e  pans.  Ist.  By  Lake  Borgne,  and 
tke  Mbsissippi.    Thii  was  the  assault  in  IJroDt,  or 


direct  line  of  attack.  2d.  By  Lake  Borgne,  Pou* 
chartrain,  Maurepas,  and  the  Iberville  river,  de- 
scending by  water  upon  New  Orleans.  This  wu 
the  attack  by  the  left  and  rear.  3d.  By  laying 
the  base  of  the  campaign  in  Texas,  and  crossing 
that  province,  descend  the  Red  river  and  Missis- 
sippi, and  strike  the  city.  This  waa  the  line  of 
assault  by  risht  and  rear.  In  each  plan  tbe  front 
was  to  be  h«d  in  check  by  the  co-operation  of « 
fleet  upon  the  Qnlf.  General  Pakenham  adopted 
the  first  plan,  with  what  success  need  not  be  toU ; 
the  world  and  history  wontd  long  remember  it. 
The  second  plan  might  have  conducted  him  to 
victory ;  but  the  third  was  then,  and  ever  will 
be,  the  best  and  most  certain  of  success,  because 
the  lines  of  approach  are  so  numerous  that  it  is 
impossible  to  fortify  against  them ;  and,  if  tlie 
attack  is  made  at  tbe  same  season  of  low  water, 
when  supplies  and  reinforcements  cannot  descend 
the  Ohio,  Orleans  would  fall  beyond  a  doubts 
nothing  but  accident  and  mischance  coald  save 
it.  Let  gentlemen  look  at  a  map  of  that  coimtry, 
and  mark  the  plans  referred  to,  and  the  facilities 
of  each,  and  compare  them  with  tbe  physical 
means  of  resistance  which  the  country  funuahee. 
Let  them  combine  the  effects  of  positions  on  each 
other,  their  action  and  re-action.  Let  them,  above 
all,  remember  thatthe  best  possible  plan  of  campaign 
is  that  in  which  the  inradmg  ann^  (without  weak- 
ening itself  by  detachments)  performs  in  mtuat  die 
double  operation  of  intercepting  supplies  and  rein- 
forcement, at  the  same  time  that  it  presses  a  siege, 
or  makes  an  escalade,  and  they  will  have  to  ad- 
mit that  Orleans  has  most  to  fear  from  the  pro- 
vince of  Texas. 

He  said,  he  had  no  intention  to  deceive  bimaelf 
or  to  mislead  olhera.  He  had  no  complaiat  to 
make  against  the  Cabinet  for  having  assented  to  the 
treaty.  He  was  sure  the  President  intended  to  do 
every  thing  he  could  in  favor  of  that  section  of 
the  Union,  consistent  with  his  general  duties  to  the 
nation,  and  that  it  would  give  him  peculiar  plea- 
sure to  put  the  finishing  touch  to  the  great  Missis- 
sippi question,  in  tbe  management  of  which  he 
hadibeen  so  conspicuous  from  its  origin  to  this 
day,  and  for  whicn  distinguished  services  he  de- 
served all  the  applause  which  the  nation  hod 
awarded  him.  Mr.  T.  knew  wdl  enough  that 
members  residing  at  different  parts  of  the  Unum 
might  have  different  views  of  the  subject  It  was 
his  settled  opioion  that  Texas  was  worth  more 
than  Florida,  and  he  would  express  his  sentimenti 
with  the  frankness  of  a  freeman.  It  was  worth 
more  for  agricultural  purposes ;  for  military  de- 
fence ;  for  maritime  protection  ;  for  a  hostage  of 
peace  between  us  and  Mexico.  As  a  colony  of 
England,  we  should  find  it  a  whip  of  scorpions. 
With  it  we  surrender  the  control  of  the  Coman- 
cbes,  the  Lepans,  the  Tetans,  and  varioua  tribes 
of  Indians  who  inhabit  its  plains  and  mountains ; 
the  most  powerful  and  warlike  Indians  on  the 
continent — numbering  from  ten  to  twenty-five 
ihoosand  warriors^  of  great  muscular  strenglo  and 
vigorous  constitutions — mounted  upon  the  finest 
hc^ses  in  oat  country — the  Andalusian  Uood  eroas- 
ed  with  Arabian.    These  wild  men  are  the  imcon- 
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quered  desceadantG  of  HoDtezuma,  iDhabiting  the 
Switzaltnd  of  New  Spain  |  a  detennioed,  vigil- 
ant, and  eraftv  race — fruitful  in  stratagem,  skilful 
ia  aniiB  and  nonemamliip,  and  fierce  in  battle. 
Titey  are  the  CoBwcbs  of  America ;  the  Spartans 
of  modem  limes.  Let  no  man  despise  the  chil- 
dren of  the  Son  I 

What  if  England  should  get  the  province,  ufasi- 
diie  the  natireL  and  establish  a  line  of  posts  along 
OUT  Southern  border  1  Ib  experience  lost  upon 
us  1  Have  we  forgotten  the  rude  lessons  of  lost 
war  ?  Here  we  are,  eootesting  the  point  of  honor 
about  the  Missouri  expedition;  listening  to  wise 
counsellors,  who  teach  us  the  value  of  Northwest- 
em  poets  ;  of  holding  checks  upon  the  Indiana  in 
that  quarter,  and  counterchecks  upon  the  influ- 
ence of  British  traders,  and  at  the  same  time  ad- 
vise us  to  surrender  Texas ;  a  countrv  of  rich  soil 
and  mild  climate,  about  one  hundred  lesffuee  wide, 
and  extending  mora  than  seven  hundred  miles 
akmganr  Southern  frontier;  exposing  us,  ihonght- 
lessly  and  cttreleBily,  to  the  vexatuma  and  dangers 
of  Indian  wariaie  on  that  border,  but  carefully 
and  prompdy  creating  countergnards  elsewhere^ 
Here  we  protect  you  against  the  ruthlera  Mvage ; 
there  we  expose  you  to  his  tender  mercies.  The 
contrast  struck  him  with  ama^fement.  France 
had  a  cordon  of  posts  around  us  while  we  were 
colonies ;  she  hid  forK  from  Quebec  up  the  Lakes, 
and  down  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  lo  New  Or- 
leans. The  efieet  was  not  forgotten,  in  the  war 
of  '56,  she  brought  the  Indians  upon  our  frontier 
from  Lake  George  to  the  swamps  of  Florida. 
The  blood  of  oui  people  was  shed  in  copious 
streams ;  thousands  of  lives  were  sacrificed,  and 
millions  of  money  nient  ia  repelling  the  barbarous 
invaders.  England  pursued  the  same  policy  dur- 
ing the  Revolution,  and  again  the  savages  laid 
waste  our  frontier  from  the  Mohawk  to  the  Oco- 
nee and  St.  Mary's,  in  Georgia. 

We  had  barely  recovered  from  this  Mow,  when 
the  Mississippi  question  struck  us  with  consterna- 
tion and  dismay.  He  alluded,  he  said,  to  the 
famous' proposition  to  surrender  the  transmontane 
connlrf  to  Spain.  We  shall  find  it  untw  (he 
secret  journal;  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina (Mr.  Fincknet)  had  told  us  so  from  his 
idace  ia  this  House,  and  he  was  a  member  of  that 
Congress.  We  of  the  West  were  to  have  been 
pnmed  off  from  the  Tree  of  Liberty;  our  soil 
lented  to  a  foreien  despot ;  teased  for  a  term  of 
years^  onrselves  threatened  with  the  insolence  of 
Spanishpower,  and  the  horrors  of  Spanish  tyranny. 
Who  would  have  been  our  Viceroy  or  Captain 
General  7  One  of  onr  own  coantrymen  1  No, 
sir,  a  foRigner,  some  royal  parasite ;  a  mvrmidon 
of  power;  a  bloody  and  merciless  Morillo,  with 
inquisition  at  his  heels,  to  crush  the  spirit  of  inde- 
pettdenee  or  drive  us  from  the  country ;  our  hardy, 
learkas  woodsmen,  after  surmounting  the  perils 
of  migration,  and  subdnias  the  Spartans  of  the 
forest,  must  hsve  bowed,  silent  and  sullen,  t. 
TOke  of  Spain,  or  paid  the  forfeit  of  resistani 
Iingering,torments  to  glut  the  vengeance  of  nnholy 
altan;  and  our  heroic,  enterprising  females,  after 
tmaMing  the  tomahawk,  and  sealping-knife  of  sav- 


age war,  would  have  been  spared,  only  to  witness  the 
horror-breasting  scenes  exhibited  not  long  since  in 
Valencia ;  the  blood  of  maiden  innocence,  gwhing 
from  its  naked  limbs,  and  dripping  from  the  tor- 
ture and  the  raek.  That  thunderbolt  went  by ; 
and  now  another  comes.  Our  barriers  are  sur- 
rendered— bartered  BWny.  The  equivalent  is  noth- 
;;  barriers  have  no  eonivalents;  they  are  above 
lu  standard ;  they  are  the  gift  of  God  to  nations: 
the  shield  and  buckler  of  defence ;  the  guards  and 
counterchecks  a^inst  invasion.  The  great  En- 
gineer of  the  Universe  has  fixed  the  natural  liiniu 
of  our  country,, and  man  cannot  change  them; 
that  at  least  is  above  the  treaty-making  power. 
To  that  boundary  we  shall  go  ;  "  peaceably  if  we 
can,  forcibly  if  we  must ;"  beyond  it,  all  to  os  is 
worthless ;  we  would  not  have  it  as  a  gift ;  not  if 
Spain  would  give  a  dowry  with  it :  that  would 


dom  can  avert  the  danger.  Boundaries  fix  the 
destiny  of  nations  for  peact  or  toar.  The  primary 
law  of  all  commnnities  is  srif-defenee,  protection 
from  assault,  ihelter  from  invasion,  saf^uarda 
for  commerce,  and  commercial  depots.  They  who 
surrender  barriers,  betray  themsdvea ;  it  is  hi^ 
treeaon  against  posterity^  the  evil  mds  not  with 
time  present ;  it  operates  in  perpetuity.  Why  sdl 
the  birthright  of  our  country?  Our  ancestors 
left  us  a  goodly  heritage  :  let  us  preserve  it  unina- 
paired;  we  are  responsible  for  the  estate,  audits 
abutments  and  defences;  not  to  those  who  have 
passed  away,  and  sleep  with  their  fathers ;  no, 
sir,  to  ourselves;  to  thia  nation,  tbe  only  free  one 
on  the  globe ;  to  a  long  tine  of  succeeding  genem- 
tions;  to  the  cnnse  of  freedom  and  humanity 
itself.  Will  you  hazard  a  failure  of  this  great  pa- 
litical  experiment,  "in  the  full  tide  of  its  suc- 
cess?" Wilt  yon  jeopardize  tbe  integrity  of  the 
nation  by  surrendering  its  saft^ards,  and  therein 
inviting  foreign  Powers  to  seize  our  emporium^ 
and  smite  us  with  disunion  ?  No  act  of  his  shoula 
create  even  potential  danger  of  that  sort;  his  vote 
should  he  a^inst  such  measures  so  long  as  he 
had  a  place  m  the  councils  of  the  Union.  Hia 
solenyi  protest  was  against  the  treaty ;  it  cedes 
without  equivateois ;  tabes  private  property  for 
putlUc  purposes,  and  repays  only  a  moiety;  ex- 
patriales  ulodiol  citizens;  surrenders  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Multnomah  ;  girts  us  closely  up  with 
a  line  of  posts ;  barters  away  oui  coffee  land ; 
surrenders  onr  natural  twundaryj  onr  barrier* 
against  Mexico ;  exposes  the  emponum  of  wesiwn 
commerce,  and  violates  all  primary  iirinci}dei 
which  govern  the  establishment  of  bounnaries  and 

Mr.  ANnERBON,  of  Kentucky,  said  that  he  re- 
gretted very  mucli  to  see  the  course  in  which  the 
gentlemen  who  had  preceded  him  had  thought 
proper  to  indulge  themselves.  A  course  which 
went  in  every  way  to  depreciate  Florida,  and  to 
give  to  Texas  such  exaggerated  advantages  as  he 
believed  no  country  ever  possessed.  He  had  never 
heard  until  lately  that  the  acquisition  of  Florida 
was  not  eminently  desirable  to  this  countrv;  not 
only  on  account  of  its  positive  advantages,  but  foi 
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the  ptirpose  of  excluding  from  all  owaersbip  any 
foreign  Powei,  whose  neighboriiood  would  always 
be  unfrieiully,  and  particularly  for  pieTenting  its 
occupation  if  a  Power  which  had  a  atronf  Dand 
force.  The  complete  natural  boundary  which  its 
possession  would  S've  us,  its  fine  parte,  the  com- 
mand  of  the  Guli7(an  advantage  always  in  the 
recollection  of  those  whose  pioductious  passed  to 
market  through  the  channel  of  the  Mississippi,) 
bad  formed  the  reasons  which  induced  the  Ame~ 
rican  peoj)le  to  desire  it.  Without  harinff  any 
particular  informstion  OD  the  subject,  which  was 
not  commoD  to  eraj  ^ntleman,  Mr.  A.  said  that 
he  had  yielded  to  Inose  reasons  which  se«ined  so 
obvious,  and  bad  partaken  of  the  general  anxiety. 
PuUic  sentiment  had  decided  on  the  importance 
of  the  acquisition,  and  the  £zecutiTe  department 
of  the  Government  has  been  stimulated  bya  know- 
ledge of  the  universal  wish  that  Florida  shoold 
belong  to  us.  It  may  be  safely  affirmed  that  for 
many  years  the  people  have  never  looked  to  a  set- 
tlement of  our  dinerences  with  Spain,  without  com- 
bining with  that  adjustment  Ine  acquisition  of 
Florida.  So  strongly  had  it  seized  on  the  public 
mind  that  the  original  cense  of  our  negotiation 
with  Spain  had  become  only  an  incident  in  pub- 
lic sentiiaeat.  This  general  anXiely  w«s  connect- 
ed, too,  with  a  belief  that  its  purchase  was  essential 
to  the  complete  suppression  of  the  Indian  hostilities, 
ivhich  had  so  loitg  vexed  our  Southern  citizens. 

During  (he  long  and  tedious  negotiations  which 
preceded  the  treaty  of  Febrnary,  1819,  this  gta- 
eral  belief  had  been  cheriahed  and  augmented, 
pjothingwas  said  or  pubUshed  to  divert  the  public 
attention,  nor  to  show  the  people  or  the  Govern- 
ment that  they  attached  to  the  country  an  impro- 
per value.  But  it  is  now  becoming  the  fashionable 
opinion  that  if  the  treaty  is  ratified,  we  shall  have 
acquired  nothing  valuable;  that  Florida  is  a  sand- 
bank ;  that  it  is,  at  any  rate,  what  we  can  do  very 
well  without  at  present.  All  the  value  which  we 
have  heretofore  attached  to  that  country  is  now 
transferred  to  Texas ;  the  climate  of  Texas,  its  soil, 
its  relation  to  the  Gulf,  its  fine  port,  its  high 
maritime  importance,  have  been  spoken  of  in  lan- 
guage of  the  highest  praise.  Mr.  A.  said  that 
much  of  this  mav  be  true ;  the  map  showed  to  him 
the  climate,  and  he  had  heard  that  there  was  much 
fine  land.  But  the  nature  and  accuracy  of  the 
information  of  the  gentlemen,  he  presumed,  de- 

Gnded  upon  authority  very  much  like  his  own ; 
had  seen  very  few  people  who  had  ever  been 
there.  And  as  it  regarded  the  naval  importance 
of  the  country  and  the  fine  port  spoken  of,he  would 
observe  that  he  considered  the  statementB  of  the 
j^llemen  wholly  wrong.  The  general  opiniou, 
founded  on  the  uncontradicted  statements  of  oni 
naval  officers  and  others,  was,  that  there  is  no 
port  on  the  whole  coast ;  and  he  could  my 
that  he  had  never  heard  of  it,  until  it  was  men- 
tioned yesterday  by  his  friend,  the  Speaker.  It  had 
been  frequently  mentioned  as  a  peculiarity  and 
a  commercial  misformne  attending  the  coast  of 
the  Gulf,  for  a  very  great  distance  to  the  sonth- 
ward  <^  the  mouth  of  the  Miasissiiqn,  that  there 
Was  not  even  a  tolerable  harbor. 


that  gentlemen  should^  under  existing  circum- 
stances, when  the  acquisition  had  been  made  so 
far  as  tne  authorities  of  our  Government  extended, 
dei»eciate  that  which  we  had  gotten,  and  for  the 

Eyment  of  which  our  constituents  might  soon 
called  on  to  contribute,  and  should  endeavor  to 
enhance  the  value  of  that  conatry  which  the  same 
authorities  had  determined  did  not  belong  to  us. 
He  thought  such  a  course  mi^ht  have  a  very  tm- 
happy  eneci  on  the  public  mmd ;  and  he  iepte- 
cated  very  much  every  thing  which  would  now 
tend  to  produce  dissatisfaction  towards  a  treaty 
which  we  bad  ourselves  {oomoted  and  ratified. 

On  the  subject  of  our  [>ower  to  interfere,  in  the 
way  proposed,  Mr.  A.  said  he  had  no  difficulty. 
He  believed  tbat  it  was  competmt  to  the  House  of 
Representatives,  on  any  occasion  in  which  they 
might  constitutionally  interfere,  to  bring  to  punish- 
ment the  betrayers  of  the  public  trust,  or  which 
they  might  be  ultimately  called  on  to  aid  by  an 
appropriation  of  monev,  to  anticipate  (he  case,  and 
to  avert  the  evil,  which  they  foresaw  was  about  to 
"  'I  on  the  country.  He  believed  that  this  Home, 
every  great  occasion,  might  so  far  imbody  and 
give  expression  to  jiublic  sentiment,  as  to  declare 
by  resolution  its  opmion.  for  the  purpose  of  avert- 
ing a  great  national  calamity  which  the  trealy- 
making  power  or  any  other  department  was  about 
to  bring  on  the  country.  A  rieht  ultimately  to 
prosecute  the  offenders  seemed  itself  to  give  a  power 
(o  av^t  the  offence,  by  Ibrewatning  the  agents. 
But,  while  he  had  no  dmibt  of  the  right  of  the 
House  to  act  in  this  case,  in  which,  if  the  treaty 
were  umde,  they  would  be  called  on  to  make  the 
ipprtqiriations  to  fulfil  it,  he  strenuously  contended 
that  no  case  had  been  made  out  to  justify  our  in- 
terference. The  utmost  ingenuity  of  gentlemen 
had  been  exerted  to  ascertain  whether  the  treaty 
good  or  a  bad  one.    Where  diflerences  of 


>iniati  might  exist  as  to  its  policy,  it  was  eesenttal 
at  the  treatr-making  power  should  be  uncon- 
trolled; that  toe  dqnrtment  which  had  the  power 


act  should  act  on  its  own  reepoosibility ;  that 
the  exercise  of  this  power  should  in  noway  be  con- 
trolled, nor  its  responsibility  shared  by  us.  With 
these  sentiments,  he  conld  have  -wished  that  the 
resolutions  had  not  been  introduced.  If  they  had 
tended  towards  another  purpose,  to  which  an  allu- 
sion had  been  mode  in  tbe  course  of  the  debate, 
they  should  have  had  his  cordial  support  He 
would  most  cordially  co-operate  in  any  public 
measures  which  should  go  to  establish  between 
this  country  and  the  independ«it  Governments  of 
South  America  those  relation*  which  he  believed 
the  feelings  of  our  citizens  and  the  just  claims  of 
those  Governments  required — relations  whicfa  he 
believed  would  soon  exist  with  the  approbation  of 
everyone. 

Tnere  is  another  consideration  which  should 
make  this  House  cautions  in  adcqtdn^  the  resolu- 
tions before  us — cautions  in  abandoning  die  high 
ground  we  have  obtained  by  onr  forbearance  and 
majinanimity.  The  course  of  this  protracted  ne- 
gotiation hits  gained  to  us  much  honor  in  the  vfta 
of  the  world.    Although  we  hare  ftiled  as  yet  in 
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getting  B  recompense  for  the  wrong*  done  to  us, 
we  haTC  aeqoired  a  character  which  was  worth 
much  more.  We  have  shown  to  the  world  that 
we  sought  justice,  not  aggrandizement;  we  have 
shown  that  we  could  abataio  from  war,  eren  wbea 
oar  adversary  had  given  to  us  the  amplest  justifi- 
cation. We  have  defeated  the  malicious  predic- 
tions of  the  politicians  of  Europe,  who  declared 
that  we  only  sought  an  apology  for  seizing  on  Flor- 
ida.  The  present  state  of  the  negotiation  has  just 
brooght  those  Courts  to  the  acknowledgmeat  (a 
proud  one  for  us)  that  we  sought  only  peace  and 
a  fair  settlement. 

Bat,  if  we  pais  these  lesolutions,  we  suddenly 
relinqnish  this  high  ground,  and  assume  the  sta- 
tion of  our  adTersary.  For  fourteen  years  we  bare 
been  urgent,  Spain  reluctant;  wc  nave  pressed, 
fipain  has  receded  ;  but  now,  when  there  is  an 
indication  of  peace,  we  suddenly  change  sides — 
Spain  presses,  add  we  recede.  We  thereby  defeat 
all  our  declarations  of  anxiety  for  peace ;  we  charge 
as  unequal  the  terms  which  for  sevra^  months 
have  been  regarded  as  the  terms  of  peace,  and 
wiiich  have  been  sanctioned  by  «U  the  authorities 
of  the  Government.  Thb  course  would  present 
the  American  Qovemment  in  a  point  oi  view 
wholly  different  from  the  one  ia  which  her  con- 
duct throughout  the  n^otiation  had  placed  her. 
It  would  manifest  a  variableness  of  public  counsel 
— an  inslability  of  decision — in  no  way  calculated 
to  maintain  our  character  among  foreign  nations, 
or  among  oui  own  citizens.  Such  a  political  fic- 
kleness would  create  at  home  and  abroad  a  distrust 
of  the  penuanence  of  all  our  public  measures.  It 
must  be  home  in  mind,  too,  that  this  House  has 
api>roved  the  treaty  in  the  most  solemn  manner  in 
which  it  can  act— by  the  passage  of  a  law.  A 
bill  was  introduced  and  passed  &C  the  purpose  of 
executing  the  treaty,  in  aU  those  parts  wnieh  were 
snsceptible  of  immediate  execution,  and  for  estab- 
lishing  a  provisional  government  m  FIraida.  It 
has  been  said  that  this  bill  passed  without  discus- 
sion.  This  was  true,  only  oecause  there  was  no 
objection  or  disaenL  The  forms  of  our  Qovem- 
ment do  not  admit  any  further  ratification  than 
this  treaty  has  received.  It  received  the  approba- 
tion of  that  department  to  which  such  duties  ate, 
in  the  first  instance,  assigned.  The  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives then  originated  and  the  Congr^ 
passed  a  law  for  carrying  it  into  effect.  He  did 
not  cont^d,  for  a  moment,  that  the  treaty  was 
DOW  binding  on  us — the  Bong  of  Spain  having 
failed  to  ratifv  it  within  the  time  prescribed.  But, 
Mr.  A  said,  he  could  not  consent  so  soon  to  con- 
tradict the  formal  declarations  which  we  have 
made  to  the  world,  and  now  declare  to  our  own 
citizens  that  we  have  ratified  a  treaty  which  was 
not  only  unequal,  but  unconstitutional.  He  would 
leave  to  the  President  and  Senate  the  further  ne- 
gotiation of  the  subject;  and,  whether  any  recent 
circumstances  had  occurred,  which  would  induce 
them  to  reject  those  terms  of  settlement  to  which 
thc^  had  lately  assented,  he  would  submit  to  them, 
and  let  rest  on  their  responsibility  the  duty  of 
making  such  an  adjustment  as  our  rights  demanded. 

Mr.  A.  saw  nothing  in  the  whole  coarse  of  this 


which  called  on  us  for  our  interference. 
He  did  not  think  that  the  circumstance  of  the  Pres- 
ident and  Senate  having  made  one  treaty,  which 
we  did  approve,  gave  any  evidence  that  they  would 
now  make  one  which  we  did  not. 

He  would  now  proceed  to  consider  the  resolution 
presented  by  the  Speaker,  in  reference  to  its  appli- 
cation, without  attending  closely  to  the  phraseology. 
In  its  operation,  it  contained  a  denial  of  the  right 
of  the  treaty-makins  power  to  declare  the  Sahme 
river  a^thewestemnmit  of  Louisiana.  Although, 
in  form,  the  first  member  of  the  resolution  par- 
ported  to  be  a  declaration  that  the  President  and 
Senate  could  not  cede  any  of  the  territory  of  the 
United  States,  still  its  meaning  is  so  far  explained 
by  the  second  resolution  and  the  speech  of  the 
Speaker,  that  it  was  fair  to  consider  it  in  its  opera- 
tion, and  not  in  its  abstract  form.  This  view  of 
the  subject  would  save  him  from  a  most  laborious 
discussion,  which  an  examination  of  the  question 
of  ceding  territory  belonging  to  the  United  Slates 
would  involve.  Whether  the  power  to  acquire 
territory  does  include  a  power  to  cede  1  Whether 
territory  be  as  much  under  the  regulation  of  treaties 
as  other  property  ?  Whether  there  be  any  limita- 
tion of  the  treaty-making  power,  in  relalioo  to  ter- 
ritory, produced  by  any  special  exception  in  the 
Constitution;  and,indeed,whatare  the  limitations 
to  this  power  ?  are,  singly,  questions  of  great  mag- 
nitude; someof  which  will  probablyproducemuui 
unpleasantcontentionbefore  they  are  finallysettled. 
He  was,  however,  happy  to  think  that  the  Resent 
case  required  no  such  discussion.  It  was  sufficient 
for  him  to  show  that  the  treaty,  as  concluded,  was 
within  the  powers  of  the  department  which  made 
it,  without  indukiogin  any  speculations  on  the 
construction  of  the  Constitution  on  other  contro- 
verted points.  His  single  aim,  then,  was  to  show 
that  the  President  and  Senate  might  safely  dectar^ 
in  a  treaty  of  limits,  that  the  disputed  province  of 
Texas  was  not  included  within  the  possessions  of 
the  United  States,  without  at  all  assuming  the 
power  to  cede  any  of  the  public  territory. 

To  present  the  proposition,  with  distinctness,  to 
the  Committee,it  may  be  staled  that  there  are  three 
situations,  in  one  of  which  the  province  of  Texas 
must  be  placed : 

1st.  It  may  belong  to  Spain  certainly  ; 

3d.  Or  m  us ; 

3d.  Or  it  may  be  disputed  territory. 

In  the  first  mentioned  state  of  the  case,  there 
could  be  no  difficulty ;  there  could  be  none  in  re- 
cognising that  which  pieviouslv  existed.  That 
supposition,  then,  will  be  no  fartner  pursued.  The 
second  case,  then,  produces  the  dimcutty,  and  is 
the  only  one  on  which  theresolatioas  can hemaiii- 
tained.  There  is  no  jpretence  for  sustaining  the 
resolutions  until  it  is  first  shown  that  Texas  be- 
longs to  us ;  but  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  prove 
it  The  very  ground  on  which  the  demand  of 
gentlemen  for  our  votes  must  be  supported  has  not 
been  touched.  The  debate  has  assumed,  as  a  ftct, 
that  which  the  Spaniards  have  never  conceded,  ana 
which,  in  fourteen  years  of  negotiation,  we  have 
never  oeen  able  to  determine.  It  has  assumed,  aa 
a  fact,  that  which  we  may  all  believe,  but  which. 
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joaamuch  as  there  is  no  standard  between  nfttioDs 
to  measure  the  respective  rights  of  each,  mast  be 
uncertain,  so  long  as  both  parlies  assert  their  claims. 
Probably  no  American  has  ever  read  the  long  dis- 
cussions on  this  subject,  which  have  been  conducted 
by  the  secretaries  of  the  two  countries,  without  an 
ardent  wish  to  find  proofs  to  sustain  the  claims  of 
his  coODtry  to  the  farthest  boundaries  contended 
for  ;  and  very  few  of  us  have  ever  read  without 
finding  that  for  which  we  all  looked.  But  these 
reasons  are  of  no  avail,  so  long  as  there  is  no  com- 
mon tribunal  to  enforce  them.  Mr.  A.  said,  then, 
that  he  should  not  go  into  the  ultimate  question  of 
Uie  I'g^t.  which  he  considered  utterly^  useless  to 
him  who  neld  the  negative  of  the  proposition  before 
the  Hous^  but  should  attempt  to  show  that  the 
country  refeired  to  was  in  the  third  class  j  or  was 
dis^ted  territory.  And  there  is  certainly  nothing 
which  falls  more  aptly  within  the  power  to  form 
treaties  than  the  selHementof  the  limits  of  disputed 
or  undefined  territory. 

The  history  of  the  transaction  shows,  that  the 
ownership  of^this  profiuce  has  never  ceased  to  be 
a  question.  That  there  never  has  been  a  moment 
of  time,  since  the  original  purchase  of  Louisiana, 
at  which  our  claims  were  admitted  by  the  other 
contracting  party.  There  are  three  facts,  which 
alone  must  assign  this  country  to  that  class,  in 
tvhich  he  had  placed  it. 

Spain  has  never  agreed  that  it  belonged  to  us. 
We  have  never  had  possession. 
The  Presidentof  the  United  StatesaOTrovedthe 
arrangements  made  by  the  American  officers  with 
the  Spanish  commandant,  in  1806,  by  which  the 
Spaniard  was  to  retire  with  bis  forces  beyond  the 
Sabine;  and  neither  party  was  to  molest  (he  other 
on  their  respective  banks.  This  arrangement  was 
made  by  the  military  officer  for  a  temporary  pur- 
pose, bat  was  acquiesced  in  by  Mr.  Jefierson^  as 
appears  by  his  Message  at  the  succeeding  session, 
has  never  been  violated,  and  has,  to  every  purpose, 
been  heretofore  the  western  limit  of  our  purchase. 
It  would  be  difBculI  to  devise  any  circnmstances 
'which  would  more  certainly  affix  on  this  country 
the  character  of  a  "disputed  territory;"  there  is 
no  trait  of  such  a  character  absent.  After  volumes 
have  been  written  by  the  agents  of  the  Govern' 
ments.  to  maintain  their  respectiverights,it  would 
now  indeed  be  extraordinary  to  declare  that  its 
ownership  was  not  a  subject  of  negotiation  ;  for,  if 
the  final  settlement  is  not  within  the  power  of  the 
department  which  has  acted  on  it,  the  previous  ne- 
gotiation has  been  idle. 

We  hold  the  deed  of  cesaiao,  which  we  declare, 
grants  the  country  to  us ;  while  Spain  holds  the 
conntry  and  denies  that  the  deed  embraces  it. 
When  it  is  remembered,  that  between  nations  there 
is  no  common  arbiter,  by  which  the  rights  of  each 
can  be  ascertained,  our  claims  will,  in  the  eyes  of 
the  world,  be  considered  equal,  unless,  indeed,  the 
possession  of  our  adversary  should  create  in  his  be- 
half  a  presumption  against  us.  Our  own  convic- 
tions ttiDt  the  country  is  within  Louisiana  can 
t^ve  no  effect ;  as  there  is  no  test  hy  which  it  can 
be  demottstrated.  An  American  statesman  mar 
riae  aikd  declare,  that  "Texas  belongs  to  t»;  1 


know  it ;  1  can  prove  it ;"  but  it  is  a  vain  declara- 
n ; — of  what  avail  can  it  bcj  when  the  Spaniard, 
nding  on  the  land,  says  "  it  is  mine:  I  hold  it, 
and  there  is  no  judge  between  us?"    It  is  a  matter 
susceptible  of  demonstratioo  ;  and  there  is  do 
tribunal  to  which  either  is  bound  lo  submit.    The 
result  certainly  is,  that  the  western  limit  of  Louisi- 
ana has  ever  been  so  uncertain,  that  its  adjustment 
is  clearly  within  the  power  which  has  acted  on  it. 
s  to  have  been  admitted,  that,  where  the 
of  a  purchase  of  territory  was  undefined, 
the  President  and  Senate  could,  by  treaty,  define 
its  boundaries.    Nothing  can  be  more  plain,  than 
that  the  same  power  which  can  acquire  territorv, 
can  define  the  extent  of  the  acquisition;  or,  in 
other  words,  declare  how  much  it  did  purchase. 

There  is  nothing  which  can,  under  tee  distribU' 
tion  of  powers  in  our  Constitution,  be  more  cer- 
tainly assigned  to  the  President  and  Senate,  than 
the  settlement  of  disputed  boundaries.  Prooably, 
there  is  do  single  subject  on  which  so  many  trea- 
hove  been  made.  None  which  is  more  pecu- 
liarly the  attribute  of  the  department  to  which  be- 
longs the  peace-making  power.  From  the  very 
great  extent  of  our  territory,  and  the  undefin^ 
stateof  its  limits,  on  several  sides,  this  power  must 
be  frequenlly  called  into  exercise.  Its  frtnuent 
operation  on  the  settlement  of  differences  of  this 
kmd,  must  have  been  contemplated  by  the  con- 
vention ;  and  it  could  never  have  been  intended, 
that,  in  a  general  grant  of  the  power^  it  should  be 
construed  not  to  apply  to  cases,  which  had  been 
invariably,  in  all  countries,  the  subjects  of  its  o^ 
ration.  In  the  short  course  of  our  nisiory,  treaties 
have  been  made,  in  which  boundaries  theretofore 
uncertain,  have  been  fixed ;  and  territory  before 
ownership,  has  been  declared  to 


r  the  other  s: 


it  should  fall  on 
designated  tine. 

It  has  been  contended,  although  the  Senate 
might  Constitutionally  declare  the  boundaries  of 
a  territory  till  then  uncertain,  that  in  the  present 
case  there  was  a  cession  of  territory.  A  little  ex- 
amination of  the  subject  will  show  that  this  treaty 
was,1ikeall  others,  made  for  the  purpose  of  settling 

The  usual  mode  of  settling  disputed  bounda- 
ries, is  by  appointing,  in  the  treaty,  commission- 
ers for  the  purpose  oi  ascertaining  and  settling  the 
lines  left  uncertain  in  some  previous  treaty ;  this 
was  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  Treaty  of  Ghent. 
But  it  is  perfectly  plain  that  the  two  contracting 
parties  might,  without  the  intervention  of  commis- 
sioners, have  declared  what  were  the  limits  of  the 
territory.  The  substitution  of  commissioners  is 
used  as  a  matter  of  convenience  only.  In  the  pres- 
ent case,  they  mieht  have  been  ajtpointed  to  ascer- 
tain what  were  ^e  true  boundaries  of  Louisiana; 
but  it  is  equally  certain,  that  the  parties  may  them- 
selves decide  and  declare  the  limits.  If  these  agents 
had  been  appointed,  and  had  agreed  upon  the  same 
line  which  the  late  treaty  contemplates,  there 
would  then  have  been  no  doubt  of  the  power  of 
the  Senate  to  ratify  the  decision.  Can  there  be 
any  more  doubt  of  the  power  of  the  Senate  to  de- 
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clare  that  the  Sabine  is  the  irue  line,  without  any 
lefeience  to  connnissioners  ?  Whenever  a  coun- 
try is  granted  by  name,  as  was  the  case  io  the  in- 
stance of  Louisiana,  if  there  be  any  misunderstand- 
ing  as  to  ttf  extent,  the  exercise  of  the  power  of 
dining  limits  is  indispensable.  Are  the  President 
and  Senate  to  be  leslrained  from  declariug  that 
our  claim  does  not  extend  to  a  certain  part  of  the 
territory,  because  others  may  think  that  it  does? 
By  whose  opinion  shall  we  abide  7    SbaU 


Q  bis  judgment  who  says  that  we  ow 
o  the  Colorado,  and  cannot  give  it  up  1 


the 


his, who  only  claims  to  the  Trinity,  and  admits  that 
there  is  no  liaxm  in  declaring  that  the  balance  be- 
longs to  Spain?  Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  but  one 
safe  guide.  The  power  which  acquired  the  coun- 
try must  declare  the  extent  of  the  acquisition. 

The  language  of  the  treaty  has  been  reierred  to, 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  a  cession  of  terri- 
tory was  in  the  contemplation  of  the  negotiators. 
Mr.  A.  said^  that  he  considered  the  treaty  as  he 
should  consider  any  other  written  instrument,  by 
its  Ie^dI  operation.  He  thoufthi  that  the  word 
"  cede,"  was  improperly  used  i  but  it  was  an  im- 
propiiety  only  in  phrase.  Tue  intention  of  the 
clauiiewas.  clearly,  a  desigoation  of  boundary  only. 
If  the  result  was  within  the  Constitutional  powers 
of  the  President  and  Senate^  it  would  be  unneces- 
sary cavilliog  to  censure  the  language  in  which 
the  exercise  of  that  power  was  caressed. 

Mr.  A.  said  that  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  offered  a 
very  strong  case  in  illustration  of  the  idea  which 
he  nad  endeavored  to  present  to  the  Committee  in 
the  course  of  his  obserTations.  The  doctrine  which 
prevailed  in  that  negotiation,  and  which  has  been 
sanctioned  by  every  department  of  our  Govern- 
ment, establishes  the  position  that  territory,  wliich 
has  been  in  our  possession,  and  formed  a  part  of 
a.Blate,  may,  by  circumstances,  so  far  become 
disputed  ternioTy,  as  to  be  placed  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  treaty-making  power.  Certain  islands 
in  the  Bay  of  Fassamaquoddy,  which  had  been  in 
.our  possession  since  the  treaty  of  peace  in  1783, 
and  fumed  a  part  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
were,  by  the  fortune  of  the  late  war,  thrown  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy.  At  the  making  of  the 
treaty  in  1814,  the  British  Commissioners,  in  behalf 
of  their  Government,  set  upa  claim  to  those  islands, 
which  they  asserted  had  belonged  lo  them  during 
the  whole  time  that  we  had  possessed  them.  This 
claim,  so  stale,  was  still  considered  as  of  sufficient 
importance  to  form  the  subject  of  a  separate  stipu- 
lation, aod  commissioners  were  appointed  "to  de- 
'  cide  upon  the  said  cleims,  accordu^  to  such  evi- 
'  dence  as  should  be  laid  befoie  them  on  the  part  of 
'His  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United  States, 
'  respectively."  Here,  then,  is  a  case  io  which 
terKtory,  for  more  than  thirty  years  in  our  posses- 
sion, has  become  the  subject  of  negotiation.  No 
one  can  for  a  moment  doubt,  that  our  plenipoten- 
tiaries mjjgbl,  if  they  had  considered  themselves 
sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  subject,  have  de- 
clared where  the  line  should  be,  or,  in  other  words, 
to  whom  the  islands  did  beloiig,  without  substitut- 
ing commissioners  to  ascertain  it.  The  slightest 
consideration  will  show,  that,  in  every  pomt  of 


view,  Texas  has  many  more  features  of  a  diluted 
country  than  those  islands  had. 

The  late  convention  concluded  at  London  in 
181S,  shows  that  on  the  subject  of  wild  and  unde- 
fined boundaries,  even  a  liberal  construction  has 
been  indulged,  for  the  purposes  of  promoting  Iran- 

Suillity  in  the  settlement  of  conftictiug  claims.  In 
le  treaty  of  peace  of  1TS3,  it  was  declared  that 
the  northwestern  boundary  of  the  United  Slates 
should  he  a  line  drawn  "  from  the  most  north- 
western point  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  on  a  due 
west  course,  to  the  river  Mississippi."  In  the  late 
convention,  that  line  is  rejected,  and  it  is  agreed 
that  a  line  from  the  same  point  on  the  Lake,  along 
the  49th  degree  of  north  latitude,  shall  be  the 
northern  boundary  of  the  United  States,  from  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods  to  the  Stony  Mountains. 
Under  this  regulation,  ii  is  very  uncertain,  on  ac- 
count of  our  imperfect  knowledge  of  the  cotmtry, 
whether  we  shafl  gain  or  lose  by  the  change ;  but 
it  is  very  certain,  tnat  the  ancient  limit  is  changed. 
In  the  case  now  under  debate,  we  do  not  contend 
for  a  power  lo  change  the  boundaries,  but  merely 
to  declare  what  those  boundaries  are. 
But  do  gentlemen  see  with  clearness  the  conse- 

Siience  to  which  B  doctrine  would  lead,  which 
lould  deny  to  the  President  and  Senate  the  pow- 
er of  determining  by  treaty,  that  Texas  or  any 
other  controverted  territory,  to  which  we  had  a 
claim,  but  never  had  possession,  did  not  belong  lo 
us  7  What  tribunal  would  they  propose,  to  set- 
tle the  controversy?  If  they  reject  the  oue  which 
we  propose,  there  is  no  other  lest  hut  the  sword. 
The  result  would  be,  tltat,  in  evesy  case  of  disput- 
ed lines,  unless  our  neighbour  would  uncondituw- 
ally  relinquish  to  the  full  extent  of  our  claims, 
our  pretensions  must  be  asserted  by  war;  and  that 
war  could  not  be  abandoned,  however  disastrous 
it  might  be,  until  we  had  oompletely  succeeded. 
No  treaty  could  be  sooner  made,  because  it  would 
cede  a  part  of  our  territory.  And  in  the  case  of 
Texas,  how  long  should  we  fight  for  it  ?  Until 
the  House  of  R^reeentatives  sbail  be  of  opinion 
that  it  does  not  hdong  to  de  ?  The  very  moment, 
in  which  you  take  from  the  Senate  the  power  of 
determining  the  right  to  the  property,  you  are  on 
the  ocean  without  a  pilot.    The  opinion  of  each 


m  relinquishment  of  it  will  be  unconstiiutionar, 
while  to  him  who  is  of  a  diflerent  opinion,  it  will 
be  valid  and  without  objection.  The  mis<^efs  of 
that  construction,  which  must  be  to  substitute  the 
sword  for  the  Senate,  could  not  be  obviated  t^  the 
arbitration  of  any  foreign  or  disinterested  Power. 
This  would  be  entirely  inadmissible,  as  the  Presi- 
dent and  Senate  couldnot  refer  to  others  a  decision 
on  a  point,  which  they  themselves  had  no  au- 
thority to  decide. 

Mr.  A.  said  he  wished  it  understcwd,  that  he 
applied  his  arguments  only  (o  a  country  situaud 
lise  Texas ;  a  country  which  vras  really  in  dis- 

Eute,  one  to  which  we  had  a  claim,  but  which  we 
ad  never  possessed. 
Mr.  Rbba  observed,  that  two  resolutions  had 
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been  submitted,  and  were  under  comidcntioD,  to 

"Saolved,  That  the  CoDititation  of  the  United 
Stttea  vnta  in  CongioM  tb«  poirer  to  dupow  of  the 
territory  behiDgtag  to  them,  and  th>t  do  traity  pnr- 
potting  to  kliaDala  uij  partian  thereof  w  valid,  wilh- 


This  resolution  seeros  lo  contain  several  propo- 
sitions, viz:  that  the  Constilution  of  the  Uniced 
Stales  vests  in  CoD^ress  the  power  to  dispose  of 
the  territory  belonging  to  ihem ;  that  no  treaty 
pDrpoTtine  to  alienate  any  portion  thereof  is  valid 
without  the  concurrence  of  Congress;  thatatreaty 
purporting  to  alienate  any  portion  thereof  is  valid 
with  the  concurrence  of  Congress.  A  treaty  being 
a  compact  with  some  foreign  Power,  another  prop- 
osition presents  itself  viz.,  that  the  Constilution  of 
the  United  States  vesta  in  Congress  the  power  to 
alienate,  b^  treaty,  to  any  foreign  Power,  any  por- 
tion  of  uieir  territory. 

It  appears  as  if  the  first  resolution  endeavors  to 
bottom  itself  on  the  second  clause  of  the  third  sec- 
tion of  the  fourth  article  of  the  Constitution.  That 
clause  declares  that  "Congress  shall  have  power 
'  to  dispose  of  and  maJte  all  needful  rules  ana  regu- 
'  lations  respecting  the  teiritory  ix  other  property 
'  belonging  to  the  United  States ;  and  nothing  in 
'  this  Constitution  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  pre- 
'  judice  any  claims  of  the  United  States  or  of  any 
'particular  State." 

It  will  be  observed,  that  ilie  word  treaty  is  not 
used  in  this  clause,  in  relation  to  the  dispoaing  of 
tbe  lenitory  bdonging  to  the  United  States;  and, 
inannnch  as  territories  are  not  dispoaed  of  or  trane- 
feired  by  any  power  to  a  foreign  Power,  otherwise 
than  by  treaty,  except  in  cases  of  couqueat,  it  fol- 
lows that  the  first  part  of  that  olauae  of  the  third 
section  only  empowers  Congress  to  diapose  of  and 
make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  for  aurrey- 
ing  and  dividing  into  sucb  jMrtints  as  shall  have 
been  judced  proper  for  tbe  disposition  and  nle,  to 
the  people  of  these  United  Stales,  for  cultivation 
and  habitation,  the  territory  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  the  government  thereof,  in  terriiOTial  form, 
and  no  more.  That  clause  of  the  Constitution 
cannot,  by  any  forced  interpielation,  be  so  con- 
strued as  to  empower  Congress  to  alienate,  by 
treaty,  to  any  foreign  Power,  any  part  or  portion  of 
the  terrilory  belonging  to  tbe  United  States;!  and 
this  is  evident  by  the  last  part  raf  that  clause,  which 
declares,  "and  nothing  in  this  C<»istitalioii  shall 
be  so  construed  as  to  prejudice  any  claims  of  the 
United  States  or  of  anyparticular  State."  Itisto 
be  regretted  that  that  sentence  in  the  second  clatue 
of  the  third  oectisn  of  the  fourth  article  of  the 
Constilution  has  not  been  made  a  lepuate  and 
distinct  artielej  by  baring  been  vmln  a  sepatate 
and  distinct  artidej  it  would  have  been  mata  con- 
spicuoos;  coDlndlmg  and  prohibiting  every  at- 
tempt lo  dispose  of  and  make  rufet  and  regain  tions, 
luadW  the  jmtensioa  of  bang  needfii),  respecting 
the  terribHY  or  other  property  bdmging  to  the 
Uiutcd  States,  to  tbe  prejudice  of  any  claims  of 
die  United  States;  that  is,  of  the  peojde  of  the 
United  Sistss,  or  to  the  prej  udioe  of  any  claims  of 


any  particular  State;  that  is,  of  the  people  of  any 
State,  either  generally  or  individually. 

The  power  vested  in  Congress  by  that  second 
clause  of  the  third  section,  "  to  dispose  of  and 
'  make  all  needful  rules  and  r^ulations  respecting 
'  the  tnritory  or  other  property  belonging  to  the 
'  United  States,"  is,  notwithstanding  the  gener- 
ality of  the  terms  eipretsing  that  power,  restrained 
and  limited,  not  only  by  the  verb  diepott,  which 
signifies  to  divide,  or  to  set  apart  separately,  but 
also  conclusively,  by  the  last  sentence  in  that 
clause,  declaring,  "and  nothing  in  this  Constitu 
tion  shall  be  so  construed  aato  prejudice  any  claims 
of  the  United  States  or  of  any  particnlar  State;" 
and  therefore  is  of  an  intemal  and  economical 
nature  only,  and  not  in  any  manner  empowering 
Congress  to  alienate,  br  treaty,  to  any  foreign 
Power,  any  portion  of  tne  territory  belonging  to 
the  United  Slates. 

The  first  proposition  in  the  first  resolution  may, 
in  respect  to  tbe  object  of  Uiat  resolution,  be  eon- 
Bider«l  as  relating  to  leiritory  absolutely  and  defi- 
nitely belonging  lo  the  United  States,  and  this 
seems  lo  be  the  principle  assumed  in  the  first  reso- 
latioo.  If,  tben,  it  be  correct  that  territory  does 
absolutely  and  definitively  beloi^  to  tbe  United 
States,  1  do  not  admit,  said  Mr.  ft.,  that  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  vests  in  Congress 
pcwK  lo  alienate,  by  treaty,  to  any  foreign  Power, 
any  portion  of  thai  territoiy. 

To  alienate,  by  treaty,  to  any  foreign  Power, 
territory  absolutely  and  deBnitively  belonging jnr- 
niant  to  the  Constitution,  to  any  partictuar  Stale 
of  the  United  States,  will  prejudice  the  claims  of 
that  Stele,  and  is.  therefore,  prohibited  by  the 
second  clause  of  tne  third  section  of  the  fourth 
article  of  the  Constitotion.  To  alienate,  by  tieaty, 
to  any  foreign  Power,  tenitory  absolutely  and  de- 
finitirclr  boTanging  to  tbe  United  States,  will  pre 
judice  tbe  dainis  of  the  United  States,  and  is, 
thoefore,  pndiibited  by  tbe  seemd  clause  of  the 
third  section  of  tbe  fourth  aiiicle  of  tbe  C<niBtitn- 
tion.  Hence,  it  is  concluded  that  die  Cooatitntion 
of  Ae  United  Slates  does  not  vest  in  Congms  any 
power  to  alienate  fay  nv«ty,  lo  any  foreign  Power, 
territory  absolutely  and  deniutirely  bdonring,  por- 
niant  to  the  ConslitntiDn,  to  any  particular  State 
of  these  United  Slates;  and  that  tbe  Constitation 
of  the  United  States  does  not  vest  in  Congras  any 
power  to  aliouUe.  fay  treaty,  to  any  foreign  Power, 
territory  alisolutely  and  d^nitively  belonging  lo 
the  United  States,  or  that  has  been,  or  may  be  in- 
corporated into  this  Union.  Tbe  Constitution  of 
tbe  United  States  does  vest  in  Congress  power  to 
diqioae  of,  and  maJie  tUl  needthl  ra&  and  regula- 
tions respecting,  the  torilory  or  other  pr<»erty 
bdoagiDg  to  the  United  States  in  the  District  of 
Columbia;  but  tbe  Constitation  of  the  United 
States  does  not  vest  in  Congress  any  power  to 
alienate,  by  tieaty,  lo  any  foreign  Power,  any  part 
or  portion  of  the  territory  or  other  property,  ba- 
loneine  to  the  United  States  in  the  Distnci  of 
Columbia.  Tbe  Constitution  of  tbe  United  Stales 
does  vest  in  Congress  tbe  power  lo  dispose  6S,  and 
make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  reqiecling 
the  tenitory  or  other  propoly  belonging  to  the 
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Uoited  States  in  the  State  of  Loaisiana,  and  in 
the  territories  of  Missouri,  ami  ArkaaBU,  and 
Hichigao;  but  the  ConBtitution  does  not  vest  in 
Congress  any  power  to  alienate,  by  treaty,  to  any 
foreign  Power,  any  portion  of  the  territory  or 
other  property  belonging  to  the  United  States  in 
the  Stale  of  Louisiana,  or  iu  the  territories  of 
Missouri,  Arkansas,  or  Michigan.  AU  these  are, 
with  the  other  States  of  these  United  States,  in- 
corporated into  this  UaioB.  If  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  vests  in  Congress  the  power  to 
alienate,  by  treaty,  to  any  foreign  Power,  territory 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  the  Constitution 
does  uea  vest  in  Congress  power  to  alienate,  by 
treaty,  to  any  foreign  Power,  the  lerritories  of 
Arkansas  and  Missouri,  and  tne  State  of  Louis- 
iana, or  any  other  State  or  territory  of  these  United 
States,  notwithstanding  they  all  are  incorporated 
into  this  Union.  Tbat  the  Constitution  does  Test 
in  Congress  that  power,  cannotbe  admitted;  and 
if  it  be  contended  that  the  Constitution  does  rest 
in  Congress  that  power,  let  it  be  manifested,  if 
it  can. 

Believing  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  does  not  vest  in  Congress  power  to  alienate, 
by  treaty,  to  any  foreign  n>wer,  the  territory,  or 
any  portion  thereof,  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
or  that  has  been  incnporated  into  this  Union,  1 
am,  said  Mr.  R.,  prepared  to  vote  on  the  first 
resolution. 

Second  resolution.  "Ravivtd,  That  the  equiva- 
'  lent  proposed  to  be  given  by  Spain  to  the  United 


'  States,  in  the  treaty  concluded  between  them,  on 
'  the  23d  day  of  February,  1819,  for  that  part  of 
'  Louisiana  lying  west  of  the  Sabine,  was  inade- 


'  quate;  and  that  it  would  be  iuexpedieat  to  make 
'  a  transfer  thereof  to  any  foreign  Power,  or  ti 
'  new  [he  aforesaid  treaty." 

Id  considering  this  resolution,  a  question  , 
aents  itself,  tbat  is  to  say — what  is  tne  extent  of 
the  territory  lying  west  of  the  SaUne,  which, 
being  pert  of  Louisiana,  does  abaolately  and  de- 
finitively belong  to  the  united  State*?  Let  the 
limits  and  bonndariea  of  Louisiana,  alienated  and 
transfored  to  the  United  States  bv  France,  by  the 
Treaty  of  Paris  of  April,  1808,  be  expressly  and 
absolutely  ascertained,  determined,  and  defined, 
and  then  it  will  be  to  be  manifested  that  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  does  vest  in  Con- 


grees  power  to  alienate^  by  treaty,  to  any  foreii 
Power,  any  portion  of  Louisiana,  alienated  I , 
Prance  to  the  United  States,  and  determined  and 


defined,  absolutely  and  definitively,  to  belong  to 
the  United  States.  The  Constitutional  prohibi- 
tion will  then  attach  to  Louisiana,  so  limited, 
defined,  and  determined  to  belong  to  the  United 
States,  and  will  prohibit  Congress  to  alienate  any 

Knion  thereof,  oy  treaty,  to  any  forei^  Power, 
that  case,  it  will  be  more  than  inexpedient  to 
alienate,  by  treaty,  to  any  foreign  Power,  any 
nortion  of  Louisiana  belonging  to  the  United 
States;  it  will  be  unconstitutional. 

The  territory  alluded  to,  lying  west  of  the  Sa^ 
bine,  is  presumed  to  be  the  province  or  territory  of 
Texas.  If,  then,  the  provinoe  of  Texas  be  a  part 
of  Louisiana,  and  does  atnolntely  and  definitively 


belong  to  the  United  States,  in  virtue  of  the  Treaty 
of  Paris,  of  April,  1803,  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  does  not  vest  in  Congress  any  power 

alienate,  by  treaty,  to  any  foreign  Power,  the 
territory  or  province  of  Texas,  or  any  portion 
thereof  Spain  has  not  ratified  the  late  treaty 
within  tbe  time  limited  for  that  purpose.  If,  for 
that  reason,  that  treaty  be  of  no  effect,  tbe  claim 
and  right  of  the  United  States,  whatever  it  was, 
eaty  of  Paris,  to  the  territory  or  province 
,  remains  as  it  was ;  and  the  cuiim  and 
right  of  Spain,  whatever  it  was,  to  the  province 
or  territory  of  Texas,  remains  as  it  was.  There 
appear  to  be,  if  the  late  treaty  with  S^in  be  of 
no  efiect,  two  claims,  one  of  the  United  States,  tbe 
other  of  Spain,  for  the  territory,  that  is,  the  terri* 
tory  or  province  of  Texas  lying  west  of  the  Sa- 
bine. How  is  this  diversity  of  claim  to  be  adjust- 
ed and  determined  7  Will  it  be  by  an  amicable 
adjustment  of  limits  made  by  the  parties  interest- 
ed ;  or  will  it  be  by  war?  In  respect  to  obtaining 
the  territory  or  province  of  Texas  by  war,  it  is  not 
necessary  to  speak  at  this  time,  inasmuch  as  that 
subject  IS  not  now  directly  under  consideration. 

Equality  or  inequality  of  an  equivalent  is  known 
when  such  party  previously  knows  that  which  ac- 
tually and  absolutely  does  belong  to  him.  They 
who  made  the  late  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  Spain,  are  presumed  to  have  understood 
the  claims  of  each  party  to  the  vast  territory 
through  which  the  Irae  described  in  that  treaty 
does  run  from  a  point  in  the  ocean  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Sabine,  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  in  latitude  forty- 
two  degrees  north.  That  line  is  presumed  to  have 
been  the  result  of  an  amicable  settlement  of  the 
adverse  claims  of  the  parties  in  relation  to  boun- 
dary and  limits  of  territory.  By  that  settlement, 
the  right  of  the  United  States  to  a  very  large  ex- 
tent of  territory,  including  the  mouih  of  the  Co- 
lumbia river,  that  the  province  of  Louisiana  is  not 
said  to  have  included,  was  acknowlsed  by  Spain, 
and  the  boundaries  and  limits  of  the  United  States 
on  the  south  and  west  yrae  determined  and  de- 
fined, as  provided  for  in  that  treaty. 

Mr.  R.  observed  that  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  does  confide  the  treaty-making  pow- 
er to  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate;  that  the  safety,  happiness, 
peace,  and  welfare,  of  these  United  States,  retjuire, 
that  the  boundaries  and  limits  of  all  their  territory, 
on  every  side,  shall  be  determined  and  defined,  to 
tbe  end  that  hostility  and  war,  by  reason  of  con- 
tested and  disputed  territory,  with  any  foreign 
Power,  may  be  prevented.  To  the  end,  therefore, 
that  limits  and  boundaries  between  the  territory  of 
the  United  States  and  the  territory  of  Spain,  in 
America,  may  be  determined  and  defined,  so 
that  peace  between  the  United  States  and  Spain 
may  be  preserved,  it  is  expedient  tbat  the  treaty- 
mating  power  ot  the  United  States  do  so  act  m 
respect  to  the  said  late  treaty  that  the  rights  of  tbe 
United  States  shall  be  retained,  and  peace  whh 
Spain  be  preserved.  If  all  negotiation  with  Spain 
will  fail,  the  Constitutional  power  of  the  United 
States,  on  being  informed  thereof,  will  direct  the 
course  to  be  pursued.    If  they  to  whom  the  Con- 
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will  make  a  treaty,  and  that  treaty  shaU  be  pre- 
aented  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  during  the 
time  he  had  the  honor  of  being  a  Reprewntative, 
be  trtisied  that  he  would  be  prepared  to  gire  a 
Constitutionat  vote  thereon. 

The  great  and  wise  men  of  the  Conventioa  in 
which  General  Washington  presided,  who  formed 
the  .Constitution  of  these  United  States,  do  not 
appear  to  have  contemplated  any  alienation  of 
territory  belonging  to  the  United  States  to  any 
foreign  Powea',  by  treaty  or  otherwise.  They  do 
not  appear  to  have  had  any  idea  of  resting  in  Con- 
gress  power  to  make  an  alienation  of  territory  be- 
longing to  the  United  States  to  any  foreicn  Power. 
They  aid  nut  propose  any  ConstitutionarnroTision 
for  sach  purpose  to  the  several  States.  Tbat  Con- 
Tention  formed  a  Constitution  for  the  government 
of  an  extensive  and  powerful  confederacy  of  sove- 
reign and  independent  States;  and  the  people  of 
these  United  States  have,  by  adoption,  made  it 
their  own.  This  Constitution  provides  that  Con- 
gress may  admit  new  States  into  this  Union,  and 
therefore  contemplates  an  hoDOiable  extension  of 
territory.  This  Constitution  provides  for  the  aug- 
mmtalioa  and  enlareement  oi  this  nation,  but  not 
for  the  diminution  of  this  nation,  nor  of  the  terri- 
tory absolutely  and  definitively  belonging  to  the 
United  States.  The  whole  extent  of  territory 
inclnded  within  the  defined  boundaries  and  limits 
of  the  United  States  and  their  territories,  and  in- 
corporated into  this  Union,  or  aheolntely  and  de- 
finitively bdonging  to  the  United  States,  is  the 
property  and  domain  of  the  sovereign  people  of 
this  Union — an  indefeasible  inheritance  in  allodial 
sovereignty  to  them  and  their  posterity  forever. 


the  United  Slates,  impressed  themselves  on  my 
mind,  and  I  believe  them  to  be  correct ;  and  unless 
reason,  stronger  and  more  cogent  than  any  hereto- 
fore known  to  me  presents  itself,  I  will  continue 
to  hold  them ;  not  only  because  I  beUeve  them  to 
be  correct,  but  because  they  do  comport  with  the 
increasing  greatness,  the  comprehensive  extension, 
the  dignity,  and  augmenting  power  of  this  nation. 

Mr.  BauBB  spoke  at  considerable  length  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  Ci^r  replied  to  those  who  had  opposed  the 
resolves  moved  by  him. 

Mr.  Rhea  rejomed. 

Aftet  which  the  Committee  rose. 

Previously  to  the  rising  of  the  Committee,  Mr. 
Clay  submitted  the  following  resolves,  with  an 
intimation  that,  should  the  business  of  the  House 
permit,  he  should  call  them  up  at  a  fnture  day; 

Rooked,  That  it  is  expedient  to  provida  b;  law  ■ 
niilable  outfit  tnd  salirj  for  such  Minister  or  Minis- 
ten  u  the  Prwident,  bj  and  with  the  sdvice  ind  con- 
■ent  of  the  Senate,  may  lend  to  any  of  the  GoTem- 
msnt*  of  South  America  which  have  estahliihed  and 
are  muntaimng  thsii  independence  on  Spain. 

Reiohed,  That  proviiion  angbt  to  be  made  for  ra- 
qneiling  of  the  l^resident  of  the  United  States  tocsoae 
to  bo  presented  to  the  General  the  most  worthy  and 
distingnished,  lo  his  opinion,  in  the  ■ervice  of  any  of 


the  independent  Govemmenta  of  Sooth  America,  Ihe 
■word  which  was  given  by  the  Viceroy  of  Lima  lo 
Captain  Biddle,  of  the  Ontario,  dnring  bia  late  cruiea 
in  the  Pacific,  anil  which  ii  now  ia  the  office  of  the 
Department  of  Slate,  with  the  aipraaioD  of  the  wish 
of  the  CoDgrcu  of  the  United  Slate*  Ihtil  it  may  ba 
•mplojed  in  lbs  «npport  and  preservation  of  the  iiber- 
ties  and  iodepenilence  of  his  eonntiy. 
The  House  adjourned  at  5  o'clock. 

Wednebday,  April  5. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Commerce, 
reported  a  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "An  act 
enrolling  and  licensing  ships  or  vessels  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  coasting  trade  and  fisheries,  and  for 
regulating  the  same ;"  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WoonssinaE,  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands  were  directed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  annexing 
the  lands,  of  which  the  Indian  title  has  been  re- 
cently exlinffnished  by  the  Treaty  of  Saguioa,  to 
the  district  or  Detroit,  in  the  Territory  of  MicU- 
gan,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  brought  into 
"arkel. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  this  House  of 
the  following  titles,  to  wit ;  "An  act  making  fm- 
ther  appropriations  of  money  for  continuing  the 
work  upon  the  centre  building  of  the  Capitol,,  uid 
other ^blic  buildings;"  and  "An  act  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  support  of  Government  for  the 
yeax  1820,"  with  amendments  to  each,  in  wbiob 
they  aak  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  civil  ap- 
pTonriation  bill,  and  the  amendment  to  the  toll 
making  appropriations  for  continuing  the  public 
buildings,  were  read,  and  the  first  committed  lo 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mc9ns,a&d  the  latter 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MoaToii,  it  was 

IU»iiied,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  providmg  by  law  for 
an  earlier  commencement  of  the  next  sesaion  of 
Congress  than  the  stated  period,  with  leave  to  re- 
port liy  bill  or  Dtherwiae. 

This  motion  was  oppoied  by  Mr.  Bauiwih  and 
sapported  by  the  mover,  and  the  Houm  divided 
on  it — the  majority  in  favor  of  it  being  about  20 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
□f  the  resolution  submitted  some  days  ago  by  Mr. 
Sawyer,  for  appointing  a  commiltee  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  abolishing  certain  offices  of 
the  customs;  and  the  same  being  so  modified  as 
to  refer  the  inquiry  lo  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce, was  agreed  to. 

REMISSION  OF  DUTIES. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  certain  persons  who  have  paid  duties  on 
goods  imported  into  Gastine,  and  the  amendments 
reported  thereto  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CocKB  moved  fhrther  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
adding  the  following  proviso : 


Digni2 
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"Promded,  aJn,  That  it  ihRll  ■{■peu  that  ths  da- 
tiet  paid  by  laid  daimanls  to  Ifaa  UDitad  Statm  vera 
Dot  raimbuned  on  tha  lale  ot  aiid  marellaiidiia." 

Thia  motion  was  negBlived. 

A  motion  iras  made  by  Mr.  Cocke  that  the  bill 
be  postponed  indefinitely ;  and  the  question  there- 
on was  decided  in  the  negaliTe — yeas  56,  nays  94, 
RS  follows: 

Yiia—Metan.  AlexaudeT,  Alien  of  Tcnnawca,  Ba- 
ker, Bodan,  Bryan,  Barwell,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Ca«, 
Clagett,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Cothbert,  Garla,  Edwarda  of 
Coansctical,Edwaidi  of  North  Carolina,  Ervin,  Flojd, 
Farreat,  Grosa  of  PennjjWania,  Hall  of  Narlli  Caro' 
Una,  Hardin,  Hooka,  HoaUtter,  Jonea  of  Tenneaaee, 
Kinaej,  Linn,  McCoy,  Marchand,  R.  Moore,  Hanell, 
Murray,  Oyeratreet,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Pattaraon, 
Phelpa,  Philson,  Bankin,  Rhea,  Rtdarda,  Richmond, 
Hogera,  Rom,  Rnaa,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Smith  of 
North  Carolina,  Sottthard,  Strong  of  Varmont,  9twth- 
m,  BwAariDgeu,  Tatr,  Tom^oa,  Tocker  of  Virginia, 
Todis  of  Botiltt  CvDttna,  Wendorar,  and  Williama 
df  North  Carolina — H. 

N^i«— Maaara.  Abbot,  Adama,  Allen  of  Maaaachu- 
■Mta,  AndenM.Aicheiof  Harjlaikd,  Archer  of  Viiti- 
nia,  Baldnin,  Ball,  Barbouc,  Bateman,  Bayly,  Beacber, 
Btoomfield,  Brown,  Bruah,  BuSiim,  Burton,  Butler  of 
New  Hampabire,  Craita,  Crawford,  Crawell,  Cul- 
breth,  Culpfper,  Cu^man,  Diilington,  Dewilt,  Diek- 
inaon,  Dowae,  Eddy,  EdvrardB  of  Pannaylvania,  Fay, 
Fiaher,  Folger,  Foot,  Ford,  Fuller,  Fulleiton,  GarQeU, 
Groai  of  New  York,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  Dela- 
ware,  Hemphill,  Hendiicka,  Herricka,  Kibihuiin,  Hill, 
Holtaaa,  Jonea  of  Virginia,  Kendall,  Kinaley,  Lathrop, 
Lincoln,  LlTermore,  Lowndea,  Lyman,  Maday,  Mc- 
Cretry,  McLean  of  Kentttdty,  Mtaon,  Meeeh,  Mcdga, 
Metcal(  8.  Msore,  Hoi4*n,  Moaalay,  Naale,  Nelaon  of 
Virghita,  Paifcer  of  MaMWshoaaUa,  PildMr,  Plomer, 
Qaaiba,  Ki^  RAnlMs.SainpMii,  StmjaT,BngmM, 
a*ttlc,  ahaw,  aWieB,  Sou,  SBilh  of  Mw^and,  A. 
Snyth  af  Virginia,  Btorra,  StraM,  Strong  of  Naw 
Toit,  Taykn',  Tomlinaaa,  Tracy,  Tylar,  Van  RanMC- 
laer,  Wallace,  WaifiaM,  Whitman,  and  Wood— 84. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time,  ns  araended  in  this  Houae,  by  the  introduc- 
tioii  of  the  iiames  of  the  saveml  elaimBnta,  and 
the  addition  of  a  proviso  that  befoie  the  act  takes 
eCect  for  their  boiefit,  (hey  uaU  aatitfy  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  xhat  they  wne  raideata  of 
Caitine  or  Buckspoit,  or  patchasen  or  consignees, 
iioia  residents,  of  the  goods  on  which  duties  hare 
been  imposed. 

MILITARY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  House  then  resolred  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  amendinents  of  the  Senate 
lo  the  annnal  Military  Appropriation  bill. 

[There  are  two  amendments:  the  first  iactcastna 
the  appropriation  for  clothing  from  three  hundred 
thousand  to  four  hundred  and  thirty  thousand 
doUarsj  and  the  second  increasing  tnat  for  die 
^uartermasto:  Q«neTBl'i  d^tarOnent,  from  four 
bandied  and  fifly-thoiuaod  to  five  hondnd  thou- 
sand dollars.] 

Mr.  Bmitii,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  moved  to  disapw  to  the  first 
amendment,  and  assigned  reaKHis  to  show  why  it 
was  not  necessary,  on  account  of  the  quantity  of 
clothing  at  present  on  hand. 


Mr.  Strothbb  opposed  the  motion,  on  the 
eround  that  those  charged  with  the  rcsponsibiUty 
for  the  due  management  of  the  Army,  were  the 
best  judges  of  what  was  necessary  for  it;  and, 
they  navmg  recommended  the  amount  of  appro- 
priation proposed  by  the  Senate,  he  was  in  favor 
of  jrranting  it. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Svixa'a  motion  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative,  and  the  first  amendment 
was  therefore  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  Smith  then,  under  the  instructions  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Meaiui,  moved  that  the 
second  amendment  be  disagreed  to;  declaring,  at 
the  same  time,  that  he  diSeted  on  this  question 
from  the  committee,  being  of  opinion  that  the 
amendment  ought  to  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Stobks  supported  the  motion,  as  well  on 
the  score  of  its  esj^iency,  as  on  the  ground  of 
resbting  the  interposition  of  the  Senate  in  what 
he  considered  the  peculiar  province  of  this  House 
in  two  points:  first,  as  it  regards  the  amount  of 
appropriations  to  he  made,  and,  secondly^  as  re- 
gards the  object  of  this  appropriation,  being  fi>r 
notary  purposes.  He  declarea,  in  the  course  of 
his  remarks,  that,  on  an  appropriation  bill  for  the 
support  of  the  army,  originating  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  on  which  the  House  had,  aRet 
full  discussion,  deliberately  refused  an  eztraordi- 
nuy  appropiation  for  an  object  which  they 
deemed  it  inexpedient  to  (nosecute,  they  should 
be  extremely  tenacious  of  their  opinion;  and,  as 
the  immediate  Representatives  of  the  nation,  mnin- 
tain  their  control  of  the  tnilitanr  forces  of  the  na- 
tion, as  to  all  extraordinary  ohject^  by  xdheiing 
scni^oudy  to  the  exercise  of  their  prerogative, 
as  a  constitueal  branch  of  the  Legislatate,  in  de- 
termintiig  the  amount  of  paUic  moneys  which 
should  be  applied  to  the  support  of  the  Military 
EstablishmeoL 

Mr.  Lincoln  delivered  his  sentiments  at  large 
against  the  prosecution  of  the  Missouri  expedition, 
i^ch  it  was  the  object  of  the  Senate,  he  {Re- 
sumed, to  authorize  bv  this  appropriation.  He 
coBsidered  it  as  calculated  to  provoke  war,  and 
ultimately  to  hasten  the  extermination  of  toe  In- 
dian tribes. 

Mr.  SlaviN  spc^e  in  support  of  the  expedition, 
on  the  ground  of  its  own  meiic ;  on  that  of  the 
sanction  given  to  it  by  previous  votes  of  this 
House;  of  its  correspondence  with  the  policy  of 
this  GoTernment,  in  respect  to  Indian  trade  and 
intereourse ;  and  of  a  due  regard  to  otu  rdatioDS 
with  foreign  Powers. 

Mr.  Cobb  made  a  few  remarks  against  the 
amendment  of  the  Swale. 

Mr.  Fibber  said,  on  the  present  occasion,  he 
should  have  observed  his  usual  course,  that  of  list' 
ening  and  voting  in  silence,  but  for  the  circnm- 
stance  of  having  cbanged  his  views  on  this  sub- 
ject since  it  was  last  Iwfore  the  House.  He  was 
then  of  opinion  that  the  expedition  ought  to  stop 
at  the  Council  BluSs.  He  thought  now  that  the 
interest  of  the  country  required  that  it  should  pro- 
ceed to  the  Mandan  VilWes.  Mr.  F.  said  that  he 
would  briefly  state  some  itf  his  reasoos  for  the  opin- 
ion which  ne  now  entertained.    In  speaking  of 
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the  Yellow  Stone  Bzpedition.  m  it  is  called,  the 
first  inquiry  that  presents  itself  to  the  mind  is — 
what  is  the  object  of  this  expedition?  This  ques- 
tiou  has  been  fully  answerea  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  in  his  lettw  of  (he  29th  December,  conuao- 
nicated  to  this  House.  He  says:  "The  expedition 
is  part  of  a  syatem  of  measures  which  has  for  its 
objects  the  protection  of  our  Northwestern  fron- 
tier, and  the  greater  extension  of  our  fur  trade." 
These  being  the  objectE,  said  Mr.  F.,  the  next  in- 
quiry is,  are  these  objects  of  sufficient  importance 
to  justiiy  an  expedition  of  this  kind,  and  to  this 
extent?  He  thought  they  were.  As  to  the  first 
object,  no  one  would  deny  that  ic  was  the  duty  of 
the  Qovnnment  to  afibrd  protection  to  the  fron- 
tier. The  only  qneation,  then,  that  could  arise  on 
this  pan  of  the  subject  was,  whether  this  is  the 
best  wav  to  fnmish  mat  protectionl  He  thought 
it  would  so  appear  in  the  course  of  the  reioarks  he 
was  about  to  make  on  the  other  object  proposed — 
the  extension  of  the  Indian  trade. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  F.,  the  Indian  trade  is  important 
to  UB  in  the  same  respects  in  which  it  has  been 
ralaable  to  the  British  GoTernmenl.  Ist.  As  a 
means  of  controlling  the  Indians.  2d.  The  profits 
of  it.  That  the  British  GoTeinmeat  set  great 
value  on  this  trade  may  be  proven  from  many  cir- 
cumstances. It  has  always  received  her  particu- 
lar fostering  care.  Of  such  high  importance  did 
she  esteem  it,  as  to  make  it  the  subject  of  Berions 
n^otiations  m  her  treaties,  In  the  treaty  of  1794, 
cafied  Jay's  Treaty,  among  other  advantages  sur- 
rendered to  Great  Britain  as  equivalents  for  advan- 
tages gained,  was  the  right  of  trading  with  the 
Indians  withm  the  limits  of  our  territory.*  This 
right,  thus  acquired,  she  took  care  to  exercise  to 
the  preatesl  extent  even  to  the  present  time, 
thou^  the  rigbt  itself  expired  with  the  commence- 
ment of  hosmities  in  1812.  It  has  always  been  a 
leading  feature  in  the  Canadian  policy  to  encour- 
age this  trade  with  the  Indians,  and  mainiaia  an 
influence  over  them.  Hence  talks  were  peri- 
odically held,  and  presents  annually  distributed 
among  the  Indians,  t  Presents  were  sometimes, 
too,  received  from  the  Indians.  Mr.  P.  remem- 
bered reading  an  account  of  a  very  rare  present, 
some  years  ago,  from  the  chief  of  one  of  our  Nor* 
them  tribes  to  the  royal  Governor  of  Canada.  It 
consisted  of  dghty  or  one  hundred  hnman  scalps, 
nicely  dried  and  hooped,  torn  from  the  heads  of 
men,  women,  and  children,  in  the  war  in  which 
Harmer  and  St.  Clair  were  defeated.  Sir,  the 
Indians  have  been  indaced  every  year  to  visit  Mai- 
den and  other  posts  in  Canada.     From  these 

'  The  right  of  lisde  with  the  Indiini  nu  first 
gnorantied  to  each  other  bj  the  English  and  French, 
in  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  si  larl?  h  the  year  1713. 
The  Noithivest  Company  wm  established  in  the  year 
1798. 

f  Macken^  saye:  "St.  Joseph's  Island  is  a  place 
of  no  trade,  and  the  Indians  visil  tbsre  only  to  receive 
the  present!  which  ODvemment  sllowe  them.  That 
the  Americans  pay  very  little  attention  to  the  Indiana ; 
bnt  that  the  British  commanders,  in  the  name  of  their 
father,  distribute  presenls  among  thsn. 


places  thev  always  return  laden  with  presents, 
and  with  tneir  minds  poisoned  against  our  people. 
In  the  year  1815,  we  are  told,  that  between  three 
and  four  thousand  of  them,  from  our  Northern 
tribes,  visited  Maiden  and  Drummond's  Island 
alone ;  and,  at  these  two  places,  upwards  of  ninety* 
five  thousand  dollars,  in  presents,  were  distributed 
among  them.  Not  a  year  has  passed  since  1794 
bnt  presents  have  been  given  to  lltesa  savages 
greater  in  amount  than  the  sum  asked  for  the 
prosecution  of  this  expedition,  and  this  course  of 
policy  has  given  to  the  British  Government  com- 
plete  control  over  the  numerous  tribes  of  warlike 
savafjes  that  swarm  in  our  Northern  forests.  How 
this  mfluence  has  been  exercised  the  bloody  pages 
of  our  history  will  tell.  Sir,  every  Indian  war 
(hat  has  harassed  our  frontiers,  from  the  Revolu- 
tion down  to  (he  present  time,  was  brought  upon 
us  by  this  influence.  Who,  that  is  at  all  conver- 
sant  with  British  history  but  remembers  even  the 
debates  in  Parliament  upon  the  policy  of  employ- 
ing the  Indians  against  us,  when  a  few  with  soms 
above  the  rest,  in  strains  of  indignant  eloquence 
denounced  the  practice  as  cruel,  inhuman,  and 
diabc^cal.  *  Sir,  was  it  not  said  to  be  the  same 
kind  of  infiuence  that  brought  on  the  war  which 
was  terminated  by  General  Wayne?  Was  il  not 
the  like  influence  that  turned  the  savages  loose 
upon  our  defenceless  ftontiers  in  1811?  bit  not 
known  that,  at  the  battle  of  Tippecanoe  were 
found,  in  the  hands  of  the  Indians,  English  rifles, 
English  tomahawks,  and  scatping-knives  T  And 
ammunition  was  supplied  from  flio  same  source. 
All  this  took  place  before  hostilities  conunenced 
with  Great  Britain  in  iei2. 

This,  said  Mr.  F,  b  not  alt.  This  same  influence 
broueht  on  the  Creek  war  in  the  South  ;t  the  first 
spark  of  that  war  was  kindled  by  the  breath  of  the 
prophet  from  the  North ;  the  first  blood  spilt  was 
oy  the  hands  of  a  few  stragglers,  returning  from 
the  North,  where  they  had  caught  the  spirit  of  hos- 
tility. If  we  go  back,  even  beyond  the  Rerohi- 
tion,  we  will  find  that  the  same  kind  of  infiuence, 
though  in  difierent  hands,  always  moved  the  In- 
dians in  their  wars  against  us.  The  war  in  which 
Braddoek  fell,  and  Washington  rose— the  war  in 
which  Putnam  suflered,  were  produced  by  the 
same  means.  Now,  sir,  count  the  expenses  of 
these  wars ;  estimate  the  cost  of  the  last  one  we 
had,  and  it  will  exceed  bjr  twenty-fold  the  cost  of 
the  expeditions  in  question.  And,  sir,  will  you 
make  no  efibrt  to  destroy  an  influence  so  prolific 
in  wars,  in  bloodshed,  and  destruction  ?  Justice 
demands  it ;  humanity  calls  for  it ;  and  true  ecoo- 

*The  ErtI  of  Chatham,  in  1777,  speakEng  of  the 
Minister*,  said,  "  They  have  Ist  the  savages  of  Amer- 
ica loose  npon  Ibeir  innocent  unoffending  brethren ; 
locMo  upon  the  weak,  tlie  sged,  and  defenceless;  on 
old  men,  women,  and  children;  oa  the  very  babes 
upon  the  breast,  to  be  cnl,  mangled,  sscrificed,  broiled, 
roasted ;  nay,  to  be  literilly  est.  Theee,  my  lord,  are 
the  illias  Greet  Britain  now  has!" 

■\  Lord  Tonyn,  when  Qoveraor  of  East  Florida,  in 
a  prodamation,  oSraed  a  reward  fbr  every  AmaricMi 
scalp  Miverad  to  persons  appointed  to  receiva  then. 
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this  influence;  it  has  been  of  too  much  conse- 
qaence  to  them  Id  lei  it  pass  out  of  their  hands 
wittiout  a  struggle.  Hence  the  staud  that  was 
made  at  Qhent  upon  this  subject.  In  that  nc^o- 
liaiioD,  they  asked  not  merely'  for  a  renewal  of  the 
right  to  trade  with  the  Inaians  in  the  manner 
formerly  acquired  by  Jay's  Treaty.  No ;  that 
would  hare  left  the  power  of  fiituie  control  in  our 
hands ;  but,  by  flxinff  a  boundary  between  us  and 
the  Indians,  their  influence  orer  the  sarages  would 
hare  been  complete  in  their  hands  ;  and  we  know 
how  it  has  been  exercised.  But,  sir.  the  scheme 
at  Ghent  failed;  the  Indian  trade  wilbin  our  hm- 
its  was  lost  to  the  British ;  and,  sir,  the  object  of 
this  expedition  is  to  destroy  their  influence  loo, 
and  thereby  afford  the  best  protection  to  our  fron- 
tiers. The  necessity  of  this  measure  wasaeen  and 
felt  during  the  last  war,  by  the  Qoremment,  and 
by  otir  sufleriog  settlements.  The  Fourteenth 
Congress  saw  it,  and  acted  upon  it :  they  passed 
an  act,  S9th  April,  1616,  ri^ating  the  trade  yrith 
the  Indians,  by  the  last  section  of  which  the  Pres- 
ident was  authorized  to  use  the  military  forces  of 
the  nation  toexecule  the  law.  This  law  contains 
the  ptdicy  of  this  expedition — it  is  a  wise  policy, 
and,  I  hope,  will  prove  a  auccemful  one. 

But  gentlemen  may  ask,  how  is  it  to  be  exe- 
cuted ?  Sir,  by  driring  out  the  British  traders, 
DOW  scattered  OTer  the  territory  within 


and  rarest  furs  on  this  continent,  it  is  said, 
produced  and  taken  on  the  head  waters  of  the 
Missouri.  This  is  confirmed  bv  Lewis  andClarki 
Several  of  the  trading  establisbmeota  of  the  Hud- 
son Bay  Company  are  south  of  the  19th  parallel  of 
latitude.  Drive  out  these  traders,  and  turn  ' 
trade  into  our  own  hands.    This  will  at  < 

five  US  the  control  of  the  Indians ;  for  whoever 
as  their  trade  holds  the  cord  that  binds  them. 
Trade  is  every  thing  to  them.  "  Withhold  their 
ttade,"  said  Colonel  Atkinson,  in  his  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  "and  you  bring  them  to  any 
terms.  Aflbrd  it,  and  jou  make  them  do  any 
thing."    But,  gentlemen  may  say,  trade  b  a  civil 

Ersuit ;  why  use  the  military  1  Sir,  not  only  to 
able  to  drive  out  the  persons  just  alluded  to, 
but  also  to  make  adispUy  of  our  power  to  thesav- 
M[es.  It  cannot  be  denied  but  the  policy  of  the 
British  has  been  to  make  the  Indians  believe  that 
tbey  are  the  great  Power,  and  that  we  are  a  poor 
ana  feeble  set  of  people.  In  this  these  tribes  should 
be  Undeceived.  We  should  show  them  that  we 
too  have  forts,  soldiers,  and  big  guns:  then  they 
will  feat  us  and  respect  us.  Again,  the  military 
is  necessary  to  expel  another  c&sa  of  traders ;  a 
vagabond  and  abaadoned  set  of  men,  from  Canada 
ana  the  United  State^  called  private  traders. 

It  is  the  conduct  of  Ibese  wretches  that  Impresses 
the  Indians  with  mistaken  ideas  of  our  people: 
tbey  abuse  each  other,  cheat  the  Indians,  and 
foment  quarrels.  This  class  of  men  are  well  de- 
scribed in  a  very  sensible  letter  from  Major  Tho- 
mas Biddle  to  Colonel  Atkinson,  (from  wKich  Mr. 


P.  read  seretal  extracts.)  These  wretches  must 
be  driven  out  from  among  the  Indians,  and  the 
trade  cortfined  to  honest  and  fair  dealers.  There 
are  still  other  important  objects  that  may  be  ac- 
complished by  these  expeditions  up  the  Missonri 
and  Mississippi  rivers.  Some  of  tbem  arc  stated 
in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  sub- 
ject. Tbeopposers  of  this  expedition  have  laughed 
at  these,  as  wild  and  chimerical.  For  his  part, 
Mr.  F.  said,  he  saw  nothing  in  them  impracticable. 

Sir,  it  is  in  this  way  yon  are  to  protect  yonr 
frontiers,  by  annihilating  the  very  causes  that 
hitherto  produced  the  Indian  wars;  and  if  by  ac- 
cident an  Indian  war  does  come  upon  us,  they  will 
Dot  be  aide  to  injure  us  as  much  as  formerly;  for 
where  will  they  get  supplies  of  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion 1  Theirtradewith  Canada  is  cut  off,and  we 
will  hardly  furnish  them  with  instruments  of  de- 
straction  to  wield  against  ourselves. 

Sir,afew  words  as  to  the  valueofthia  trade:  that 
it  is  very  valuable  we  all  know,  but  the  amount 
of  its  profits  is  hidden  irom  us.  It  is  valuable  to 
the  British,'as  furnishing  rich  materials  for  their 
manufactures,  and  as  anbrdiug  an  article  of  com- 
merce in  their  Eastern  trade.  It  will  be  valuable 
to  us  in  the  same  way.  By  furnishing  materials 
for  our  manufactures,  it  will  be  the  best  protection 
they  could  ask ;  and  such  of  the  peltrv  as  is  not 
used  in  our  ovvn  country,  will  supply  tne  place  of 
specie  in  the  China  trade.  We  bear  complaints 
from  every  quarter  that  the  China  trade  drains 
the  country  of  specie,  and  it  will  continue  to  do 
so  unless  we  can  find  a  substitute  for  Spanish 
milled  dollars ;  and,  sir,  here  is  a  substitute — to 
the  amount  of  this  article  supplied  in  that  trade, 
that  amount  in  specie  will  you  retain  at  home. 

Sir,  there  are  still  other  advantages  to  flow  to 
from  these  expeditions.  Science  will  receive  new 
lights  ;  new  resources  of  onr  country  may  be  dis- 
covered, and  every  department  of  natural  history 
may  be  enlarged.  To  the  friends  of  Indian  civil- 
ization it  opens  the  way  for  the  execution  of  their 
humane  plans.  The  Indians  will  be  brought  in 
contact,  as  it  were,  with  us^and  from  the  inter- 
course that  follows  they  will  learn  some  of  the  hab- 
its and  arts  of  civilization. 

These  remarks,  said  Mr.  P.,  regard  only  the 
policy  and  expediency  of  this  expeditionj  and  the 
advantages  to  flow  from  it  Much  fault  has  been 
found  of  the  manoer  in  which  it  has  been  eon- 
ducted:  corruption  and  favoritism  have  been  al- 
le^^.  If  it  is  so.  I  will  only  say,  let  genilemen 
brmg  the  actors  to  light;  expose  and  punish  them;. 
!.._.  f_.  .1. —  _..  jjj.^  these  as  objectic""  *~  *''* 


s  to  the 


but  ^t  them  r 

measure.    If  the  mrasure  is  right  fn  itself,  e 
in  its  execution  cannot  make  it  wrong.    Correct 
the  errors,  and  let  it  proceed. 
Mr.  Cocke  next  spoke,  at  considerable  length, 

Sainst  the  further  prosecution  of  the  expedition. 
s  denied  the  advantages  calculated  to  result  from 
its  further  progress.  He  condemned,  abo,  the 
manner  in  whicn  the  expedition  had  been  prose- 
cuted; contending  that,  if  necessary  at  all,  it 
ought  to  have  been  by  the  way  of  ibe  Lakes,  at 
the  head  of  which  was  the  seat  of  that  foreign  in- 
fluence among  the  Indians,  which  it  was  the  pris- 
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cipal  Eilleged  object  of  this  erpeditioii  to  cotmiCT-  ; 
act,  &c. 

Mr.  Bbown  replied  to  some  of  the  KHmiks  of 
Mr.  Stobbs.  If  it  had  been  iiiteniled  that  this 
House  alone  decide  on  quettioua  relating  to  ap- 
piDpiiations,  the  Conatituiion  wouLd  have  fo  pro- 
Tided.  But  it  does  not;  &Dd  he,  therefore,  not 
considering  that  objection  which  appealed  to  the 
pride  of  opinion  of  this  House  as  of  anf  weight, 
proceeded  to  show  why,  in  his  opinion,  it  was 
wise  to  extend  this  expedition  further,  dtc.  He 
considered  the  concurrence  of  the  views  of  the 
Senate  with  those  of  the  Executire  in  support  of 
this  measure  as  an  aigumeat  in  its  faTor,  lather 
than  against  it 

Mi.  WABriBLD  next  addressed  the  House.  He 
considered  the  measure  nnnecest&ry,  and  in  hos- 
tility to  the  best  interati  of  the  countrr.    He  ''" 


claimed  any  intention  indiacriminately  to  ojnxMe 
the  measures  propoaed  by  any  Department  oi  the 
Government,  mtimating  that  he  shoold,  on  every 


such  qaestion,  judge  and  act  for  himsdt.  But  he 
proceeded  to  ahow,  by  a  rariely  of  argnmenla, 
why  he  thought  that  the  adTanla^  which  had 
been  anticipated  from  this  expedition  would  not 
be  realized ;  and  why,  therefore,  he  could  not  rote 
in  favor  of  ic  He  was  of  opinion,  also,  that,  were 
the  ultimate  object  of  the  exnedition  teaehed,  by 
its  arrival  at  the  Mandan  Villages,  the  wholeforee 
would  be  in  inuninent  danger  of  being  entirely 
cut  off  by  the  Indians,  &c. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  disagreeing 
to  the  amendment,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 

The  Committiee  of  the  Whole  then  rose.  The 
House  concurred  in  the  disagreement  to  the  first 
amendment  without  a  division. 

The  question  on  concurring  in  the  diaasree- 
ment  to  the  second  amendment,  (that  which  in- 
cludes a  supposed  appropriation  ibr  the  further 
prosecution  of  the  Missouri  expeditiim,)  was  de- 
cided by  yeas  and  nays,  (which  were  required  by 
Mr.  SiuKiNS.)  The  result  was — for  concnrriog 
in  the  disagreement,  90;  against  rach  conenr- 
rence,  68,  as  follows : 

YsAs— Hnan>  Abbot,  Adim*,  Alsxsndcr,  AIIm  of 
UaM«ehas*tti%  Arebar  of  Maryland,  Aroher  of  Vir- 
ginia, Baker,  Ball,  Baibonr,  BalKDao,  Bi^lj,  Baeeh- 
•r,  Bijaa,  Buffnu,  Barton,  Bnrwell,  BnUer  of  New 
Hampahiia,  CampbisU,  Caanoo,  Cl<|att,  Cobb,  Coc^e, 
CrsAi,  Crawford,  Culbreth,  Cnlpspar,  Dtriington,  Da- 
vidjon.  Dome,  Earle,  Eddy,  Edward*  of  Coonectient, 
Edwards  of  PgnnsjiTania,  EdwiTdi  of  North  Caroliiia, 
Fiy,  Floyd,  Foot,  Gimatl,  OroM  of  FeoaiylTania, 
Hall  of  Delawan,  Hill  of  North  Carolina,  Hardin, 
HempbiU,  Harricfc,  HitMhmto,  Hoalu,  Jon**  of  Vir- 
ginia, Kendall,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Linn,  Livsrmore, 
HcUoj,  UcCriaiy.  Mallary,  Maiehaod,  Mercer,  B. 
Moora,  MoDeiJ,  Morton,  Marray,  Neale,  Nalaon  of 
HsMiehnHtIs,  Oventrtet,  Phelpi,  Findalt,  Plantar, 
Rankin,  Read,  Bichatdi,  RidimonJ,  Sobortaan,  Bast, 
Shaw,  Sloan,  Smith  of  North  Caroiioa,  Boothard, 
Stom,  Stions  of  Vermont,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tntall, 
Tomlinson,  Tiaej.  Tuder  of  Boalh  Carolina,  Tylar, 
W^tr,   WaUace,  Wufiald,  and  WiUiama  of  North 


Nava— M««rs.  AUao  of  New  York,  Allan  of  Ten- 


nwaMjAndaraon,  Baldwin,  Bloomfleld,  Bndan,  Brown, 
Bmsh,  Case,  Clark,  Cook,  Cmwcll,  Cuabman,  Cntb- 
bcrt,  Dcwitt,  Dickinson,  Ervin,  Fisher,  Ford,  Fuller- 
ton.  Gross  of  Naw  Toik,  HaeUey,  Hall  of  Naw  York, 
Hendricks,  Hitl,HalmM.  Hoataitar,  Jones  of  Tennes- 
■ee,  Kinsey,  Lowndei,  Lymsn,  Haclay,  McLean  of 
Kentucky,  Mason,  Meech,  Meigs,  Melcalf.  8.  Mooce, 
Mosetey,  Netaon  of  Virginia,  Newtim,  Porker  of  Mas- 
■achuielts,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Pattenao,  PbilsDn, 
Pitcher,  Cjuarles,  Rhsa,  Bicb,  Rogers,  SimpioD,  Saw- 
yer, Bergesnt,  Settle,  Silsbee,  Simkine,  Smith  of  New 
Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  A. 
Smyth  of  Virginia,  Street,  Strong  of  New  York, 
Slrother,  Swearingen,  Tompkins,  WendoTcr  and 
Woo4-«7. 

So  both  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  were 
disagreed  to. 

J^.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  that  the 
House  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  amend- 
ment pnqwsed  by  the  Senate  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  respecting  an  imiform  mode 
of  election  of  electors  and  representatives,  &c. 

The  House  refused  to  take  it  up,  and  then  ad- 
journed. 

TsuHSDAy,  April  6. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  lo  which  was  referred  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  makinK  appropriations  for  the  snp- 
port  of  Government  Tor  the  year  18S0,"  made  a 
report  thereon ;  which  was  read,  and,  together 
with  the  said  amendments,  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  (o-day. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  committee,  also  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Steele;  which 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  last  appointed. 

Mr.  BeecH£R  moved  that  the  House  do  now 
proceed  to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  by 
Mr.  Bbdsh  on  the  23d  Pebmarv  last,  in  relation 
tolhenortheinbouDdaryliueof  the  State  of  Ohio; 
and  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  aegative. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate  fixing  a  day  for 
the  adionRimeat  of  Congress  (the  84th  instant) 
was  taksn  np. 

Mr.  Oaoaa,  of  New  York,  moved  to  refer  it  lo 
the  committee  yesterday  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  fixing  on  an  earlier  than  the 
Constitntional  day  for  the  meeting  of  Congress. 

Mr.  TiYLOB  then  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  resolntion  to  Monday  the  17th 

After  some  debate,  this  motion  was  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  77,  nays  73. 

Mr.  Gbobb's  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Barbodr  submitted  tfaefoUowing  resolution, 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  lo  lie  on  the  table  for 
one  day : 

Rttaipid,  That  the  following  be  sddad  to  ths  stand- 
ing ralea  of  thu  Honsa,  to  wit :  "  No  petitiDn  shall  be 
reeeived  at  the  first  seasion  of  any  Coogrsss,  except 
within  the  first  ninety  days  thereof ;  nor  at  the  aecond, 
or  any  sab«eqaantsesaisn,eieept  within  die  first  sixty 
days  thereot 
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MavtoUum  to  Qtiterai  WtuMnffton. 


Mi.  CoBBmoved  that  tha  House  do  nowproceed 
to  consider  the  resolntioa  submitled  by  him  at  the 

S-esent  tevioD,  propoaing  an  ameadment  to  the 
ODEtitutioQ  of  the  [Jnit»l  States,  in  rehitioD  to 
appointments  to  office.  The  motion  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  teller  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting' reports  of  the 
Chief  Bngineer,  of  the  Colonel  of  Ordinance,  and 
of  the  Second  and  Third  Auditors,  with  sundry 
accompanying  documents,  which  contain  the  in- 
formation in  relation  to  contracts  which  hare  been 
made  for  the  building  or  repairing  of  fortifications, 
arsenals,  and  magazines,  since  uie  year  1815,  as 
required  by  the  resolution  of  this  House  on  the  Ist 
instant ;  which  letter  and  reports  were  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

LOAH  OF  PUBLIC  MUNITEONS. 

Mr.  Berqeant,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, who  were  instructed,  on  the  14th  ultimo, 
to  inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  mea- 
sures are  necessBiy  to  oe  taken  for  the  greater  se- 
curity of  debts  due  to  the  United  St&tes,  in  conse- 
quence of  certain  loans  of  powder,  lead,  and  other 
munitions  belonging  to  the  Government,  haring 
been  made  topiiTate  citizens,  by  any  officer  of  the 
United  States,  made  a  report  thereon  ;  which  was 
read,  and  the  resolution  therein  contained  was  con- 
curred in  by  the  House.     The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  ComiBiUao  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  wm  re- 
fined *.  molution,  of  the  14th  of  March,  (liTectiDg 
them  to  inquira  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  msa- 
■ure*  are  neceesarr  to  be  laJccn  far  the  gruUr  Mcari^ 
of  debia  due  the  United  Slates  in  coaaaquence  of  cer- 
tain loans  of  pewder,  lead,  and  other  munitiona,  be- 
longing to  GoTcrDmeiit,  having  been  mede  to  piiTste 
citizeni  by  any  officer  of  the  United  Siates,  report, 
That  thej  have  had  the  laid  rerotutlon  under  consid- 
eration, and  halo  eiamined  the  Bsreisl  cases  to  which 
it  is  mppoced  more  particulsrly  to  refer,  ai  they  baie 
been  cemmiiiiteated  to  the  Hduh  by  the  Secretary 
of  War.  The  liability  of  those  who  hate  been  con- 
cerned in  thcae  loana  is  already  determined  by  the 
contracts  and  by  the  eiisling  laws ;  and  lh«  coBimit- 
t«a  betiore  thai  it  oonld  not  now  be  inereased  by  any 
act  ofligaalation.  How  far  it  nright  ba  propvibyany 
eipression  of  ofnnion  or  othcrwiaa,  to  andMvor  to 
reatrain  the  piaclka  for  tba  ftatnra,  it  is  not  lafinad  to 
ihaeommitlaalo  con«ld«t.  If,  howtvar,  uiy  pBeiiiiaD 
OD  ihia  part  of  the  subject  ba  deemed  expedieM,  th* 
committae  wonld  leapaetliilly  luggeal  that  it  belongs 
more  properly  to  the  Commiltae  on  Military  ASain, 
who  bate  the  best  meana  of  judgiug  what  the  public 
service  may  in  such  oaies  require. 

The  remediea  already  provided  by  law  lor  the  recov- 
ery of  the  debt*  growing  out  of  the  loaua  appear  to 
the  committee  to  be  sufficieDl  for  the  pnrpose,  and 
the  application  of  them,  depending,  of  course,  npon  a 
vsrietj  of  cireumstancea  unknown  to  the  committee, 
is  for  the  Executive  departmeut  of  the  Gaverament. 
They  therefore  submit  the  following  resolution  : 

Bfoleed,  Itiat  the  committee  be  diichargad  ftem 
the  further  eonaideratian  of  the  lobjeet. 

APPKOPKIATION  BILLS. 

The  House  thrai  reeolred  itself  into  a  Commitiee 

of  the  Whole,  on  the  Senate's  amendments  to  the 


The  Committee  reported  to  the  House  iheir 
agreement  to  some  amendments,  and  diagreement 
toothers. 

The  House  concoiied  in  disagreeing  to  two  of 
the  amendments :  that  which  increaees  the  salary 
of  the  Attorner  OeneBal's  clerk  from  800  to  $1000, 
and  that  which  proposes  an  appropriation  of  91^- 
000  to  pay  certain  balances  due  to  old  collectors 
of  the  internal  revenue. 

The  amendmrart  which  appropriates  the  sum  of 
S16,000  to  indemoify  John  Steele,  Collector  of  the 
port  of  Philadelphia,  against  a  judgmeut  obUiiiked 
against  him  for  a  cerlam  seizure  n^de  ill  the  exe- 
cution of  hii  public  duties,  was  stricken  out,  on 
reeomoendatioa  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  to  the  end  that  it  might  be  included  in  a 
sepaiate  bill ;  the  committee  being  of  opinion,  as 
stated  by  the  chairuait,  (Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,) 
that  tach  claims  should  be  raovided  for  by  separate 
bills,  and  no  loager  be  ikcnided  in  the  general  ap- 
propriation billi,  as  heretofore  the  practice. 

The  other  ameBdments  of  the  Senate  were 

The  bill  reported  this  morning,  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  for  the  relief  of  Jolm 
Steele,  haviBg  passed  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
was  also  reported  to  the  House.  TheqoestioD  was 
then  stated  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Baldwin  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table, 
on  the  ground  that  he  was  ikot  aUe  to  see  why  bills 
for  the  relief  of  collectors  should  be  allowed  to  pass 
aa  matter  of  coarse,  when  the  claims  of  other  citi- 
zens eifierieaoed  a  fate  so  entirely  diSerent.  He 
was  desirous  to  place  all  claims  on  tlie  same  foot- 
ing as  to  the  mode  of  proceeding  on  them. 

On  the  quastiou  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  the 
House  was  so  divided,  that  the  Speaker's  vote 
would  have  turned  the  scale.  He  was  opposed  to 
layingthe  billon  the  table,  aitd  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

The  Senate's  amendment  to  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  public  build ings,passed  throng 
a  Commitiee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  ooocuired  in 
by  the  House.  ITkis  amendoumt  ^mHffiates 
88,400  fornaking  altenticn  in  the  Senate Cham- 

■  MAUSOLEUM  TO  GEN.  WASHINGTON. 

Mr.  Kwnio,  of  Sooth  Carolina,  submitted  the 
following  resolations : 

Raohtd,  by  tht  SentUt  and  Hoiae  of  ReprtMttx- 
tatives  of  the  VnUtd  State*  of  Amtriea  in  Congrtu 
atieotbUd,  That  the  President  of  nid  8UtM  be  re- 
qaeated  to  lake  measures  to  oblaia  from  the  honorable 
Boahrod  Washington  tbe  body  of  the  tale  Oeneral 
Oaoi^  Washington ;  and,  if  obtained,  that  he  canss 
to  be  erected  over  it,  ia  the  Ca^lid  square,  east  of  the 
Capitol,  a  suitable  maotoleum,  with  inacriptiona  em- 
bieolatlcd  of  the  fnindpal  erenta  of  hii  miniary  snd 
potUleal  lif<). 

Sfobud,  That  the  Preaident  of  the  United   States 

be  snihoriied  to  give  the  anm  of dollan  tot  the 

bast  plan  of  a  mauaoleam ;  which  plan  of  a  manso- 
levm,  ami  the  inaaiptiDna  Iherson,  ahsll  ba  spprAWd 
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b;  ths  PrMideul  oi  the  Unitad  Suui,  Uie  Pretidcnt 
of  tbe  SciiiU,  the  Speaker  of  the  Honae  of  RepreMnt- 
•tivea,  the  Chief  Jiutice,  the  Secietcriea  of  the  diSer- 
ant  DepirtmenlB,  and  tbc  Attoroa;  Generil.  or  a  ma- 
joht?  of  them. 

Be  it  further  raolvtd.  That  the  Preudeut  do  cauae 
to  be  procured  an  eqaeciriaa  itatae  of  bronze  of  Gen- 
eral George  Waahinglon,  lo  be  executed  bj  loiiia  emi- 
nent aniat,  which  ehell  be  placed  on  the  top  oF  the 
aaid  maaioleum,  in  Ihe  centre  bailding  of  the  Cipilot, 
»  in  any  other  place  within  the  public  aqnore,  which, 


And  be  it  fftrlktr  ruoJetd,  Thml  a  committee  be 
appointed  lo  bring  io  a  bill  to  make  tha  necMaarj  ap- 
proprialiiMe  of  aoii«7  to  cair;  into  eiscDtion  the  ob- 
Jeeta  coniomplaUd  in  the  preceding  reaolntiona. 
Mr.  Ebvin  addressed  the  Choii  u  follonrs : 
Mr.  Speaker,  I  Donsider  it  amons  the  fonuoate 
incidenlE  of  my  life  that  I  have  the  aoaor  of  a  seat 
in  the  great  council  of  lay  coimtiy,  aad  enjoy  aD 
oppoFtunity  to  vote  for  a  istatue  and  moDumeat  to 
Qoieral  George  Washington,  iate  President  of 
the  Uuitea  States ;  not,  sir,  in  the  hope  to  confer 
honor,  or  to  perpetuate  the  lanieof  this  great  man, 
but  to  join  m  manifesting  to  Che  wotul  and  the 
latest  poateiity  oui  admiration  and  gratitude  for 
his  emiueot  vinucE  and  most  distinguished  sei- 


It  IS  not  my  mienticm;  nay,  it  is  unnecessary 
to  repeat  any  considerable  portion  of  hii  history  to 
this  enlightened  assembly — it  lives  in  our  metao- 
ories,  it  dweUs  upon  our  tongues;  or  his  virtues, 
for  they  are  embalmed  in  the  bosom  of  our  aSec- 
lions.  To  their  narration  I  can  impart  no  new 
ornament;  for,  in  their  praise,  eloquence  has  poured 
forth  all  her  eulogiuma,  and  even  panegyric  itself 
has  been  exhausted. 

Nor  is  iL  sir,  f(H  the  ptupose  of  mere  idle  declama- 
tion that  I  hope  to  claim  the  attention  of  this  hon- 
orable bodv  to  the  resolutions  which  1  have  done 
myself  the  nonor  to  present.  Considerations  more 
momentous  have  influenced  me.  The  storm  has 
not  yet  wholly  subsided  which  lately  threatened, 
not  only  the  peace  and  tranijuiUity,  but  the  union 
of  these  States.  To  the  motives  of  common  secu- 
rity and  common  interest  which  have  so  tuippUy 
and  gloriously  united  us,  I  wish,  if  possible,  to  add 
those  of  sentiment  and  kindred  sympathy  ;  and  1 
know  of  nothing  more  calculated  to  beget  the  one 
or  awakm  the  other,  than  to  oitomb  the  father  of 
otir  country  in  a  maosoleum,  with  inscrintions 
emblematical  of  the  great  events  of  his  political 
and  military  life,  erected  at  the  national  expense. 

Cold,  indeed,  will  be  that  heart  which  could 
ever  approach  it,  without  experiencing  mingled 
eiootions  of  veneration  and  respect.  The  wise, 
good,  and  oppressed  from  ev«y  clime,  will  coue 
and  survey,  with  wonder  and  delight,  the  grati- 
tude of  the  American  people  to  him  "  who  was 
first  in  war,  first  in  peace,  and  first  in  the  hearts 
of  bis  countrymen." 

At  its  pedestal  the  ambitious  will  learn  the  vast 
difierence  between  promoting  the  glory  and  hap- 
piLBess  of  miUions  of  freemen,  and  ttut  of  mere 
ptrwmal  affirandizement.  Whilst  statues,  monu- 
EMott,  anoue  ai^lwue  of  onbom  millioai,  will 
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be  the  soul-ennobling  reward  of  virtuous  ambition 
in  the  one  case,  they  will  behold  the  other  sitting 
upon  (he  ruins  of  Carthage,  more  emblematical  of 
fallen  sreatnesE  than  the  very  ruins  which  sur- 
roimded  it.  They  will  follow  it  in  its  fliehi  from^e 
bloody  plains  of^Pharsalia,  and  behold  it  naked, 
lifeless,  friendless,  and  inumed  on  Egypt's  sultry 
shore ;  they  will  see  it  for  a.  few  splendid  years 
awing  the  world— then  behold  it  stript  of  imperial 
power  and  splendor,  cut  off  from  all  the  endearing 
sympathies  of  our  nature,  our  consolation  in  mis- 
fotLune,  and  exiled  to  a  rock  in  the  great  Pacific 

Here,  sir,  when  we  who  are  now  fading  the 
destinies  of  our  country  will  be  silent  in  the  dust, 
our  children  from  the  North  and  the  South,  from 
the  East  and  the  West,  will  meet  in  mournful  si- 
lence: the  great  events  of  the  Revolution  will  pass 
in  solemn  review  before  them ;  the  disasters  of 
defeat,  and  the  triumphs  of  victory.  They  will 
behold  the  man  whose  cause  I  now  advocate,  sui- 
ding  the  storm  and  directing  the  energies  of  an 
injured  people,  determined  to  be  free.  They  will 
remember  the  Joint  exertions,  the  kindred  blood 
which  flowed  to  purchase  our  freedom,  and  will 
kneel  around  it.  and  with  full  hearts  swear  to 
transmit  the  rich  inheritance  unimpaired  to  their 
latest  posterity. 

All  the  enlightened  nations  of  antiquity  consid- 
ered it  a  duty  not  only  to  commemorate  the  vir* 
tuous  deeds,  but  to  perpetuate  to  their  pmterity  the 
very  form  and  ap[)^rance  of  their  illustrious  dead. 
To  this  end  all  their  literature  and  arts  were  equally 
subservient.  On  the  one  hand,  whilst  history  re- 
corded, and  eloquence  rendered  immortal,  their 
virtues  and  warlike  achievements ;  on  the  other 
band,  the  marble,  decorated  with  the  ornaments 
of  drapery,  seemed  to  breathe  under  the  chisel  of 
the  artist,  and  an  artificial  form  on  canvass  was 
almost  penciled  into  life — dividing  empire  with 
the  grave,  and  handing  down  to  posterity  (be  ven- 
erable ima^  of  the  benefactors  of  their  country. 
Hence  the  incentive  lo  great  actions  j  hence  that 
undaunted  courage  which  mode  them  superior  to 
the  dangers  of  the  field ;  and  hence  that  noble 
emulation  which  stimulated  them  to  aspire  after 
generous  fame  and  everlastine  renown,  when  they 
knew,  and  acted  under  the  innuence  of  chat  knowl- 
edge, that  they  would  survive  the  decay  of  nature, 
and  be  seen  and  venerated  in  other  times. 

Do  we  fear  the  amount  of  the  expenditure? 
Quadruple  the  sum  expended  whilst  debating  the 
Missouri  question,  will  cover  the  amount  neces- 
sary. But,  admitting  it  should  be  more,  will  my 
country  promise,  and  promise  and  never  perform  1 
On  the  17lh  of  August,  1783^  the  moment  of 
triumph^  when  the  services  ofWAsniiiaToN  called 
forth  universal  expressions  of  graceful  feeling,  the 
Continental  Congress  unanimously  voted  him  an 
equestrian  brtmze  statue ;  but,  notwithstanding  his 
virtues  and  great  achievements,  be  bad  the  morti- 
fication to  ouUive  the  gratitude  of  his  country,  for 
it  has  never  been  procured. 

In  1799,  af^er  having  done  all  the  good  in  his 
power,  and  he  was  summoned  to  join  the  geaentl 
above,  remembei  the  pledge  that 
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wu  given  to  this  nilghir  people,  who  were  tben 
in  tears.  Yont  chair,  fir,  was  shrouded  in  black ; 
the  tben  Congress,  in  a  bod)^,  wailed  on  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  in  condolence  ioi  the 
nitional  loss.  They  requested  of  his  illustrious, 
disconsolate  consort,  the  body  of  the  Father  of  our 
Coontiy,  wliich  was  assented  to ;  and  in  May  of 
the  subsequent  year  a  bill  was  introduced  into  this 
House  to  erect  oret  it  a  mausoleum.  And  what, 
let  me  ask,  has  been  done  7  Other  rerolutionary 
ctaitDs  hare  been  adjusted ;  but  this  great  national 
debt  of  gratitude  yet  remains  to  be  paid.  The  eyes 
of  the  world  are  upon  us.  The  affection  of  the 
American  people  demands  it;  and  will  you  not 
gratify  them?  Will  ^ou  justify  the  imputation 
of  the  charge  of  ingratitude,  which  history  informs 
ui  is  the  Tice  of  Republics  1  Will  you,  in  mo- 
ments of  joy  or  sorrow,  when  the  soul  is  animated 
or  melted  with  the  noble,  generous  feelings  of  the 
heart,  decree  statues  and  monuments,  and.  when 
those  feelings  have  subsided,  suffer  yourselres  to 
be  goTemea  by  motires  of  a  character  less  meri- 
torious f 

If  you  should  be  thus  unfortunately  influenced, 
authorize  a  national  subscription,  proclaim  to  the 
patriotism  of  the  American  people,  that  money  is 
wanting  to  procurea  statue  and  erect  a  roonument 
to  WASHiNaTOH :  Riches  would  poor  forth  her 
lreasures,andthepoor  Rerolutionary  soldier,  whose 
heart  has  been  often  cheered  with  his  voice,  whilst 
fighting  the  battles  of  his  country,  will  perforra 
his  last  pilgrimage,  and  give  all  he  has  to  give,  his 
tears. 

But,  sir,  I  know  I  may  be  told,  that  apprehen- 
sions are  entertained  for  fear  of  tne  danger  of  the 
precedent :  that  others  less  meritorious  may  wish 
the  like  distinction.  My  regret  is,  sir,  that  the 
annals  of  mankind  have  not  as  yet,  and  I  much 
fear  will  never  produce  such  another  subject  of 
commemoration.  But  i^  in  the  course  of  human 
events,  onr  country  should  be  invaded,  and  liberty 
driven  to  her  last  entrenchments,  some  mighty 
genius  should  arise,  whose  victorious  arm  shonid 
beat  hack  the  invading  foe — sweep  them  off  with 
the  besom  of  destraction,  and  redeem  the  sinking 
destinies  of  my  country,  1  would  commemorate 
bis  exploits  by  every  expression  of  national  grati- 
tude, and  erect  to  his  memory  a  monument  more 
durable  than  the  pyramids  of  the  Nile.  All  these 
glorious  exploits,  and  more,  have  been  performed 
by  this  illustrious  man ;  and  if  ever  man  deserved 
toe  distinguished  evidence  ofa  nation's  love,  it  is 
Wabhinoton.  So  eminent  have  been  his  services, 
that  be  has  been,  and  wilt  be  throughout  every 


quired  by  the  united  eierltons  of  numbers;  but 
whilst  I  justly  admire  and  duly  appreciate  the 
talents,  the  firmness,  and  integrity  of  other  illus' 
trious  patriots  ot  the  Revolution,  1  appeal  to  his- 
tory to  sa^,  whether  the  liberty  of  this  country  was 
not  acquired  as  much  by  his  skill  and  pruaence, 
aa  by  tne  force  of  nnmhers.  At  the  commence- 
ment and  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  remem- 
ber the  difficnnies  be  had  to  encounter;  at  the 
head  of  lailitiamen,  imdisciplbed,  and  without 


he  dared  to  oppose  a  Power  whose  veterans  J 
recently  conquered  in  every  clime,  and  whose  flag 
waved  in  proud  triumph  round  the  world.  Han- 
nibal like,  he  soon  converted  the  licentiousness  of 
freemen  into  the  orderly  discipline  of  the  soldier, 
and  by  superior  military  skill,  drove  his  arrogant 
confldent  foe  from  hb  encampment  in  Boston. 
On  the  15th  of  November,  1776,  two  thousand 
seven  hundred  of  his  soldiers  were  captured  at  Fort 
Washington.  The  1st  of  December  of  the  same 
year,  their  term  of  service  having  expired,  twelve 
thousand  more  claimed  their  discharge,  and  left 
him  with  less  then  three  thousand  effective  men; 
with  this  remnant  in  the  dead  of  Winter,  and  in 
the  face  of  a  vastly  superior  force,  he  kept  the 
field,  and  convinced  his  foe  thatalthoogh  his  phy- 
sical numbers  were  diminished,  his  moral  torce 
was  the  same,  and  that  he  might  destroy,  but  could 
never  conquer  freemen. 

At  this  awful  moment,  the  stoutest  hearts  were 
appalled;  not  only  the  poor  and  humble,  but  the 
ricli  and  influential,  gave  up  all  as  lost,  and  num- 
bers claimed  the  moteelion  of  a  powerful  enemy. 
Yes,  sir,  he  was  forsaken,  and  when  counselled  to 
make  his  own  peace,  he  indignantly  repelled  the 
advice,  and  decured  that  he  would  carry  the  war 
into  the  upper  part  of  bis  native  State,  and  if  driven 
from  thence,  he  would  raise  the  standard  of  liberty 
beyond  the  mountains.  Oh  !  my  country,  he  was 
our  father — he  was  our  friend.  In  themost  gloomy 
momentsof  our  Revolution,  when  all  our  prospects 
were  darkened — when  hope  herself  was  sinking  in 
despair,  his  great  mind  never  faltered.  No  matter 
what  disaster  befell  you,  no  matter  what  misfortune 
awaited  yon,  be  was  faithful ;  he  rose  superior  to 
the  one,  and  prepared  with  manly  foitiiuae  to  en- 
counter the  other ;  and  after  enduring  trials  the 
most  afflicting,  and  encountering  dangers  the  most 
appalling,  he  succeeded  in  estabTishinff  the  liberties 
of  his  country,  by  triumphing  over  ine  hero  who 
was  nursed  in  arms  on  the  plains  where  Wolfe, 
Montcalm,  and  Montgomery  fell. 

At  the  close  of  the  American  Revolution,  he 
exhibited  to  the  world  a  spectacle  to  which  history 
furnishes  no  parallel.  His  country  was  exhausted; 
without  union,  without  money,  and  without  cre- 
dit ;  flushed  With  victory,  and  a  gallant  army  at 
command,  like  other  conquerors  he,  too,  might 
have  taken  advantage  of  the  times,  triumphed  over 
the  rights  of  the  people,  and  ascended  to  empire. 
Bulj  amlHtion  stop  thy  mad  career,  and  copy  the 
(^onous  eiaihple.  Instead  of  fomenting^  he  ap- 
peased and  suppressed  the  discontent  oT  an  en- 
raged soldiery ;  and  after  having  led  them  from 
victory  to  victory,  and  dispelled  the  horrors  of  a 
bloody  and  protracted  war,  and  there  was  nothing 
else  to  conquer  but  himself  or  the  liberties  of  hu 
country,  he  stripped  victory  of  her  chains,  em* 
braced  for  the  last  time  his  officers,  the  compan- 
ions of  his  glory,  and  with  tears  in  his  eyes  bid  bis 
soldiers  an  everlasting  farewell ;  then  repaired  to 
the  Hall  of  ConKress,  and  resigned  baci  to  the 
representatives  of  the  people  that  power  which  he 
had  Dsed  only  to  redeem  tbetn  and  their  country- 
men from  misery,  from  slavery,  and  from  deaib. 
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Wlut  AmertcaD,  within-  the  hearing  of  my . 
voice,  YriiOEC  heart  does  not  melt  wiih  gratitude  at 
the  Dam«  of  Wabbihoton  !  Whal  langunge  so 
barbarous  as  does  not  sp«ak  bis  name !  What  na- 
tion so  distant  as  does  not  resoand  with  bis  praise ! 
Eminent  without  magnificence;  anperior  withant 
vanity ;  and  elevated  -without  pride,  he  was  the 
admiration  of  an  astonished  world.  Faithful  to 
his  friends,  generous  to  his  comgiaQions,  and  a  phi- 
lanlhropisE  to  the  very  being  of  man,  he  tired 
loved  Of  ibe  g(x>d,  caressed  by  the  great,  and 
feared  and  respected  by  his  yei7  enemies.  Finn 
and  infiezible  m  the  pursnii  of  justice  and  truth, 
he  scorned  eqaallr  eimulalion  and  detraction. 

Oreece  may  tell  of  her  legislators ;  Rome  may 
tell  of  her  heroes,  but  what  age  or  coimtry  can 
boast  a  Wasbihotok — a  man  so  renowned  both 
in  peace  and  war?  Leonidas  was  patriotic ;  Aris- 
tides  jnst;  Hannibal  was  patient;  Fabius  pmdeni; 
Scipio  wai  continent;  UEesar  merciful;  Marcel- 
las  courageous,  and  Cato  of  inflexible  integrity: 
yet,  these  virtues  which  separately  distin^ished 
those  mighty  men  of  antiauily,  were  all  united  in 
th«  character  of  this  singular  great  ma  q,  and  raised 
him  above  the  level  of  mankind ;  he  was  >«  pre- 
eminent that  envy  never  dared  to  raise  its  malig-- 
aant  glance  to  the  elevation  of  his  virtues.  Other 
heroes  are  renowned  fot  subjugating — he  for  liber' 
atinghiscountry.  Kings  and  Princes  derive  honor 
from  crowns  and  from  sceptres — he,  less  from  the 
aplendot  of  station  than  the  digui^  of  his  own 
mind-  Caisar  and  Pompey,  on  the  plains  of  Phar- 
salia,  competed  for  the  mastery  of  the  world — he, 
amidst  contemporaries  capableof  saving  and  enno- 
Uing  empires,  ran  his  splendid  career  without  a 
rivaTor  competitor.  To  crown  all  his  other  great 
qualities,  and,  if  possible,  to  consecrate  human 
greatness,  he  was  a  christian — not  only  the  favorite 
of  the  earth,  but  we  humblv  hope  of  Heaven. 

WbUst  the  conduct  of  other  great  men  in  public 
life  lend^o  ennoble  the  hero  and  render  illustrious 
the  statesman,  in  private  it  is  cursed  with  every 
vice  which  d^^rade  the  man.  In  public  life, 
WAaHiHOTON'a  conduct  was  unrivalled ;  and,  in 
private  there  was  not  one  circumstance  of  his 
whole  life  which  virtue  would  blush  to  own.  As, 
in  the  meridian  of  life,  religion  gave  dignity  to 
every  action,  so  in  the  evening  of  nis  days,  when 
the  troubles  and  perils  of  life  were  past,  it  beamed 
resplendent^  like  the  rainbow  on  the  ^luts  of  the 
storm  that  is  gone,  the  blessed  harbinger  of  eternal 
sunshine  in  the  realms  of  everlasting  day. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  estimate  still  more  cor- 
rectly the  character  of  this  great  man,  let  us  pause 
for  a  moment,  and  take  a  cursory  view  of  the 
inesenl  unhappy  situation  of  other  countries  and 
people,  compared  with  our  own.  Look  through 
the  extensive  continents  of  Africa  and  Asia,  and 
there  is  not  the  least  vestige  of  learning*  or  liberty 

■  Hr.  E.  it  aivsre  of  the  College  of  Pott  Wil- 
tiolD,  and  the  BibUolhaca  B&IIca  in  Bengal,  the  Santa 
Cass  or  Hoi;  Office  atQoa,  and  the  schools  oetsblish- 
ad  at  Sierra  Leone,  by  the  Biituh  on  the  western 
coait  of  Africa ;  bnt  the  benefit  trhii^  has  resnltad 
fiom  thnen  establishmenCi  ii  not  yet  perceptible. 


to  be  found,  however  Industrious  the  research. 
Egypt,  the  cradle  of  letters,  is  now  the  abode  of 
ignorance  and  fanatipism.  The  descendants  of 
Ham  are  sold  into  every  clime,  and  those  that  re- 
main wither  under  the  despotbm  of  chief^ns, 
who  consign  them  to  deatrnction  with  as  little  re- 
morse as  the  rude  storms  of  the  desert  which  rav- 
age their  native  clime- 
Assyria,  once  the  proud  mistress  of  Asia,  has 
long  since  been  blotted  from  the  face  of  empire. 
Bablyon,  with  her  wall  which  proudly  defied  the 
Persian,  has  mingled  with  the  dust,  and  thelonelv 
traveller  weeps  over  the  ruins  of  Palmyra  witn 
scarcely  a  page  to  tell  its  name- 
Where  are  now  the  sons  of  Abraham,  once  the 
&vorites  of  Heaven  ?  They  are  banished  from  the 
land  of  promise,  and,  as  was  prophesied, are  "sifted 
among  the  nations  of  the  earth. 

Look  into  humbled  Europe,  and  lo !  there  is  not 
one  azure  spot  to  cheer  the  gloom  of  the  political 
horizon.  The  Ottoman  slave  treads,  insensiUe, 
the  glorious  field  of  Marathon,  and  despotism 
sways  her  iron  sceptre  at  the  very  Strait  of  Tha- 
mopyls-  Persecuted  liberty  has  fled  from  Eng- 
land, the  country  of  Hampden  and  Sydney,  and. 
although  the  workshop  of  the  world,  stie  is  cursea 
with  a  debt  which  no  industry  can  redeem.  Po- 
land, martyred  Poland,  with  sixteen  miUions  of 
people,  forms  one  of  the  ontposts  to  the  empire  of 
the  descendant  of  Magog!  Italy,  the  home  of  the 
Cffisars,  and  the  grave  oT  the  heroes  of  antiquity, 
cringes  under  the  domination  of  timid  Austria. 
Whilst  France,  generouK,  gallant  Prance,  plun- 
dered and  exhausted,  weeps  over  the  recollection 
of  the  splendor  of  days  that  are  txist. 

Then  turn  your  attention  to  this  happy  country, 
"  the  land  of  Wnshin?lon  and  sky  of  Franklin ;'' 
the  home  of  the  homeless ;  the  last  refiige  of  op- 
pressed humanity.  Here  agriculture  flourishes: 
our  commerce  whitens  tb^  ocean,  and  every  wind 
that  blows  wafts  into  our  ports  the  riches  of  every 
clime.  Here  we  find  an  empire  of  laws  whicn 
guards  our  rights,  both  civil  and  religious,  aiid 
which  knows  no  distinction  but  such  as  merit  con- 
fers and  virtue  approves.  Where  the  poor  man, 
in  the  tattered  garb  of  plebeian  humility,  sits  en- 
throned upon  the  altar  of  justice,  and  tnere  is  no 
titled,  fictitious  greatness  to  injure  or  amrta  him. 
Contrast  this  nappy  situation  with  that  of  Eu- 
rope, Asia,  and  Atrica:  contrast  it  with  your  own 
Hitualion  under  colonial  servitude;  read  your  Dei^ 
laration  of  lodependence^  and  realize,  if^  you  can, 
the  black  catalogue  of  injury  and  oppression  under 
which  you  then  groaned ;  your  petitions  rejected — 
your  complaints  derided  and  suppressed — not  by  a 
redress  oi  grievances,  but  by  menaces;  a  whole 
people  outlawed,  and  giva  up  to  military  despo- 
tism; then  ask  yourselves  who  headed  your  annies, 
who  fought  your  battles,  who  most  conlribnted  to 
raise  you  from  that  state  of  misery  and  dependence, 
and  gave  you  rank  among  the  nations  ot  the  earth. 
And  0  my  country  I  blush  to  think  this  our  great- 
est earthly  friend,  almost  within  sight  of  the  very 
walls  in  which  we  dfdiberate,  reposes  under  the 
hnmble  clod  of  the  bill,  without  one  national  stone 
to  tell  posterity  wberehelies.   I  cell  upon  the  ren" 
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cnUe  patriots  of  the  Revolutioa,  some  of  whom  I 
yet  see  miogliDg  in  the  deliberatioos  of  my  conn- 
'  "    1  call  upon  the  frieods  of  Warren  and  of 
ene,  of  Mercer.  8umt«T.  Marion,  and  Monl- 

riery ;  nay,  I  call  upon  tne  RepreBeataiiTes  of 
nhoLe  American  people  to  redeem  my  country 
from  such  deep  ingratitude ;  and  if  any  remnant  of 
affection  for  WiSHiMOTOTf  still  lingers  about  the 
heart,  I  know  I  will  not  call  iu  vain.  When  did 
your  country  ever  call,  and  he  did  not  obey? 
When  did  it  ever  want  his  aid,  and  he  did  not 
readily  yield  it  his  aseiatancel  What  is  your 
whole  history?  It  is  but  little  more  than  the  rec- 
ord of  his  obedience,  bis  virtues,  and  his  services  j 
and,  painful  to  think,  this  same  history,  whilst  it 
will  record  the  unfeeling  ingratitude  at  his  catm- 
try,  will  inform  posterity  that,  for  that  very  coun- 
try, he  staked  his  life,  determined  to  redeem  it  from 
alavery  or  perish  in  liie  attempt.  And  can  you — 
will  you  refuse  to  bury  him?  Oh  no  I  Let  us  rise 
up  at  once,  and  with  united  acclaim  decree  him  a 
statue.  Let  us  outstrip  the  march  of  ages,  and 
erect  a  monument,  not  merely  equal  to  our  present 
condition,  but  commensurate  with  the  splendid 
destiny  which  awaits  us.  He  is  the  Father  of  our 
Country;  let  us  demand  bis  body,  and  erect  over. 
it  a  mausolram  at  which  Time  in  his  passage  to 
eternity  will  ooint  and  tell  to  every  age  the  glorious 
gratitude  of  tne  American  people.  And  when  tbe 
national  sympathy  shall  be  forgot,  and  the  mem- 
ory of  man  faded  away ;  when  tradition  itself  shall 
have  bad  an  end,  and  history  be  regarded  as  the 
splendid  fiction  of  fancy  oi  lale  of  romance,  this 
monument  shall  stand  throughout  every  age,  the 
imperishable  evidence  of  his  virtues  and  a  nati     ' 

When  Mr.  E.  had  concladed,  the  question  _ 
taken  that  tbe  House  do  now  proceed  to  consider 
tbe  said  resolves,  and  it  was  decided  in  tbe  neg- 
ative. 

SAVANNAH  8UFFEBEBS. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  from  tbe  Senate,  for  the 
relief  of  certain  sufferers  by  the  late  Are  at  Savan- 

Mr.  Reid  moved  to  amend  the  bill  (which  pro- 
poses to  remit  one-fourth  of  the  amount  of  duties 
on  itnported  goods  destroyed  by  the  fire)  so  as  tc 
provide  for  the  remission  of  tbe  whole  amount  ol 
,nich  duties. 

In  supjport  of  this  motion,  Mr.  Rbid  delivered  a 
speech  of  some  length,  sustaining  himself  by  pre- 
cedents adduced  from  the  statute  book,  as  well  at 
by  arguments  going  to  show  the  equity,  and  ex- 
pediency of  Legislative  interposition,  to  the  extent 
which  he  had  proposed.  He  described  the  extent 
of  this  calamity  in  glowing  terms,  and  invoked  the 
justice  of  this  House,  to  relieve  the  sufferers  from 
tbe  additional  loss  of  tbe  amount  of  duties  on  good; 
destroyed. 

Mr.  CuTHBEKT,  of  Georgia,  delivered  the  fol- 
lowing obeerrations: 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  entirdr  approve  of  the  motion 
before  the  Committee,  ana  should  have  proposed 
it  myself,  had  I  not  been  anticipated  by  my  Iriend 


and  colleague.  Every  reason  which  sbonld  in- 
duce Congress  to  reimt  one-fourth',  with  the  same 
force  requires  us  to  remit  the  whole  of  the  duties 
under  consideration.  In  order  to  show  the  pro- 
priety of  remitting  these,  I  will  draw  the  attention 
of  the  Committee,  for  s  moment,  to  the  designs 
with  which  duties  are  imposed.  One  object  in- 
tended to  be  accomplished  by  them  is  the  encour- 
agement of  domestic  manufactures. 

In  more  populous  countries  labor  is  chea^,and 
manufactures  are  in  general  executed  with  less 
ntense  than  in  the  United  Stales.  The  merchant 
light  import  foreign  &brics  with  so  little  cost  as 
to  sell  them  at  a  price  that  would  be  ruinous  to 
the  domestic  manufacturer.  To  guard  against 
this  evilj  to  prevent  the  domestic  manufacturer 
being  driven  from  the  market,  to  enable  him  to 
enter  into  the  competition  with  a  hope  of  success, 
a  duty  is  laid  on  the  foreign  fabric,  intended  to 
raise  its  price  to  a  level  with  that  at  which  the 
domestic    manufacturer  may  afford    to  sell   bis 

Tbe  other  design  of  duties  is  to  raise  a  revenue 
in  a  mode  the  least  unpleasant  and  burdensome  to 
the  people.  Tbe  importer  pays  tbe  duty  to  the 
Government,  and  adds  ii  to  the  price  at  which  he 
might  otherwise  have  sold  his  goods.  The  bur- 
den is  thus  transferred  to  the  consamer.  He 
knows  tbe  price  before  he  makes  the  purchase,  and 
bis  purchase  is  an  act  of  his  own  will.  He  does 
not  feel  that  he  is  paying  a  tax  to  the  Oovem- 
ment  in  addition  to  the  natoral  price  of  the  article. 
He  is,  at  bis  own  discretion,  consulting  only  his 
own  individual  happiness.  The  mass  of  the  peo- 
ple know  that  vast  funds  are  acquired  by  the  ma- 
chinery of  Government;  but  they  do  not  feel  that 
they  are  daily  contributing  to  raise  this  nvenue. 

When  goods  are  imported,  not  to  remain,  but  to 
be  exported  to  some  third  country,  both  of  these 
reasons  for  imposing  the  duty  cease  to  operate. 
When  foreign  goods  are  thus  exported,  they  are 
withdrawn  from  the  competition  with  domestic 
manufactures.  Their  existence  can  do  longer  pre- 
vent the  sale,  or  reduce  the  price  of  wares  faui- 
ealed  within  our  country,  and  a  duty  on  them  can 
have  no  influence  in  encouraging  domestic  manu- 
factures. And  in  this  case  the  coUectioa  of  a  duty 
on  them  would  not  be  that  least  unpleasant  and 
burdensome  mode  of  raisiTig  a  revenue,  which  we 
liave  noticed.  On  the  contrary,  il  would  be  an 
insupportable  burden  on  the  merchant,  consnmiBg 
bis  proSts,  impairing  his  energy,  and  repressing 
his  spirit  of  enterprise. 

The  reasons  of  the  dutv  having  ceased,  it  ought 
not  to  be  collected,  and,  tjy  a  general  provision  of 
the  taw,  in  alt  such  cases  it  is  remitted.  Then 
does  the  mat:baot  pay  for  the  privilege  of  import- 
ing 1  No.  For  if  be  imports  goods,  and  then 
exports  them,  he  pays  no  duty.  The  duty  pays 
for  something  additional  to  the  tight  of  importm^ ; 
it  pays  for  the  right  of  importing  and  sc^og  in 
tbe  coimtry.  In  the  cases  which  tbe  present  bill 
is  designed  to  cover,  the  goods  tiave  not  t>een  ex- 
ported ;  thev  have,  while  in  the  possession  of  the 
importers,  been  destroyed  hy  an  overwhelmtiig 
calamity,  which  no  mortal  prudence  could  aveK, 
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whose  dewlaling  farf  no  hDman  activity  ot  cour- 
aae  could  arrest,  and  which  has  laid  in  ashes  one 
Of  oar  finest  cities. 

The  merchanls  have  had  onlj  the  privil^e  of 
impoitiDg ;  ihey  hare  not  the  possibility  of  seflisff. 
The  reasons  of  the  duty  hare  as  entiiely  ceased, 
Bs  if  the  goods  had  beoi  exported.  Are  they  not 
wilhdrBwn  from  a  possibility  of  injuring  the  sale 
^domestic  manuiactuTee?  Do  they  not  ceaie  to 
afibrd  the  least  nnpleasant  and  buidensome  mode 
of  raising  a  rereDue'!  On  the  contrary,  would 
not  the  collection  of  a  duty  on  them  be  an  iasnp- 
portaUe  burden,  weighiikg  down  to  the  earth  un- 
fortunate men,  who  are  now  tottering  under  tlie 
stroke  of  Hearen?  Yes,  sir.  The  reaBons,  the 
equity  of  the  duty  hare  as  much  ceased  as  if  the 
goods  had  been  exported — the  collection  of  it 
would  be  an  act  of  injustice  and  oppression. 

Do  you  doubt  your  power  7  You  hare  power 
to  impose,  and  hare  yon  not  equal  power  to  take 
offdutiesi  In  numerous  instances,  in  which  the 
interests  of  religion,  or  of  the  fine  arts,  were 
thought  to  be  concerned.  Congress  has  remitted 
dnticB ;  it  has  remitted  duties  in  several  cases  pre- 
cisely parallel  to  the  present  By  the  act  of  Aug- 
ust 4th,  1790,  the  duties  were  remitted  on  salt,  de- 
stroyed by  a  flood  at  Annapolis.  Two  importa- 
tioBs  of  coffee,  into  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  were 
deatroyed  by  fire ;  by  the  act  of  May  9th,  1794,  the 
dnties  on  these  were  remitted.  By  the  act  of  June 
Ttb,  1704,  the  duties  were  remitted  on  spirits  de- 
stroyed by  fire  in  Vermont.  By  the  act  of  March 
3d,  ISOt,  duties  were  remitted  on  tea,  destroyed  b]' 
fire  at  Providence.  8uch  has  been  the  repeatei 
practice  of  the  Goremment.  But  the  genUemai. 
&om  North  Carolina  says,  that  the  Constitution 
has  siren  us  no  power  to  remit  duties.  Dobs  he 
look  into  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  for 
anihority  to  act  with  fairness,  equity,  and  bonorl 
I  hope  that  the  members  of  this  body  have  suffi- 
cient instructions  in  their  own  bosoms  thus  to  act, 
and  that,  for  principles  of  equity  and  honor^  we 
have  no  reason  to  resort  to  written  constitutions. 
The  same  gentleman  has  said,  that  the  present 
api^ication  is  contrary  to  the  established  princi' 
pies  of  trade.    He  has  said,  (I  use  his  own  Ian- 

fuage,)  if  A  sells  to  B  ^oods,  which  are  destroyed 
y  any  casualty,  while  in  the  possession  of  the  lat- 
ter, as  wdl  might  he  request  A  to  release  him  from 
the  debt  incurred  by  his  purchase.  This  case  is 
not  parallel  to  that  of  the  applicants  of  Sarannah. 
On  the  supposition  of  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  the  bond  given  by  B  to  A  was  the  equir- 
stent  for  goods  which  A  had  parted  with.  B.  can- 
not restore  to  A  the  consideration,  the  property, 
for  which  the  bond  had  been  given.  Widely  diN 
ferent  is  the  case  of  the  merchants  of  Sarannah. 
The  Qovemment  has  not  parted  with  any  prop- 
erty. The  bonds  or  other  specialties  given  as  an 
equivalent  for  the  goods  destroyed  are  still  doe, 
and  must  be  paid  to  merchants  in  Philadelphia, 
New  York,  Boston,  and  England.  That  con- 
sideration, for  which  the  bonds  that  you  hold 
were  given,  luts  returned  to  rou  entire  and  unim- 
ftiiei.  Tne  conflegraticm  has  produced,  in  the 
aap^y  for  Oeoi^ia,  a  oham  which  will  be  filled 


up  by  a  sub8e<(uent  importation.    That  very  jwiri- 
Jege  of  importing  and  selling  roods  to  the  amount 


destroyed  Dy  fire,  for  which  the  bonds  in  qaeition 
were  given,  has  been  taken,  by  ihe  irresistible  hand 
of  Providence  in  a  dreadful  calamity,  from  the 


unfortunate  merchants,  and  will  be  sold  by  you 
to  other  importers.  If  the  tariff  should  he  raised, 
as  proposed  by  a  bill  on  the  table,  this  second  s^e 
will  yield  you  a  sum  greater  than  the  amount  of 
the  bonds ;  and  even  after  you  have  r«initled  the 
bonds,  your  Treasury  will  hare  gained  by  the 
burning  of  Savannah.  Does  any  one  still  beliere 
that  the  rerenue  will  be  impaired  by  the  passage 
of  this  biin  I  will  endeavor  to  make  the  subject 
a  little  more  clear.  That  part  of  the  revenue 
which  arises  from  imports,  is  proportioned,  not  to 
the  goods  imported,  but  to  the  goods  used  in  the 
country.  It  is  then  ^portioned  to  the  domestic 
demand  for  goods.  The  annual  revenue  arising 
from  imports  in  Georgia,  is  proportioned  to  the 
average  annual  consumption  in  that  State.     This 

Eroportiou  may  not  exist  in  every  year  separately, 
ut  in  a  series  of  years  it  will  not  fail  to  be  pre- 
served. Suppose,  for  example,  that  the  annual 
consumption  of  foreign  merchandise  in  that  State 
amounts  to  a  million  of  dollars,  and  that  the  duties 
on  that  amount  are  two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
By  unavoidable  misfottane  one-fouith  of  this  mo- 
cbandise  is  destroyed  in  the  stores  of  the  import- 
ers, and  on  the  merchandise  thus  destroyed  Qor- 
ernment  holds  bonds  for  duties  to  the  amotmt  of 
fifty  thousand  dollars.  The  goods  saved  from  de- 
struction are  lesa  by  one-fourth  than  the  aimnal 
consumption,  and  the  demand,  to  the  extent  of 
that  deficiency,  will  be  supplied  by  another  im- 
portation. On  this  new  importation  duties  will 
accnie  to  the  amount  of  fifty  thousand  dollars.  If 
Government  exacts  the  payment  of  the  bonds  given 
on  the  importation  of  the  goods  destroyed,  instead 
of  its  average  annual  revenue  of  two  nimdred 
thousand,  it  will  in  this  year  recdve  two  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  What  will  be  the 
cause  of  this  increase  of  your  rerenue?  The 
losses  of  the  merchants  of  Savannah.  Who  w31 
pay  this  extra  duty  on  goods  not  used  in  the 
country  1  The  unfortunate  applicants  of  Savan- 
nah, most  of  whom  hare  in  one  night  been  re- 
duced to  poverty.  If  you  exact  the  payment  of 
the  bonds,  you  will  gain  some  addition  to  your 
revenue  from  the  sufferings  of  your  citizens,  from 
the  burning  of  one  of  your  cities.  Can  this  be 
yotir  desire  1  Do  you  not  look  with  abhorrence 
onsuch  anacquisitimi  Shylock  may  demand hif 
pound  of  fiesh,  but  I  hope  that  the  Government  of 
my  country  is  actuated  by  different  feelings.  If 
you  remit  the  bonds  you  will  only  consent  not  to 
gain  by  the  losses  of  your  citizens,  and  your  Trea- 
sury will  be  in  the  situation  in  which  you  would 
hare  seen  it  If  the  terrific  flames  had  not  swept 
Sarannah  with  the  besom  of  destruction. 

This  Congress  is  distinguished  by  a  laudable 
zeal  for  economy ;  a  spirit  which  should  charac- 
terize our  Gorwnment  at  all  limes,  and  which  is 
peculiarly  necessary  in  the  present  condition  oi 
our  finances.  But  I  hope  that  this  zeal  for  ectm- 
omy  will  not  lead  us  to  an  indiscriminate  retrench- 
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meat  of  expenditiues  which  are  aeeteaaiy  to  the 
hcuior  aod  prosperity  of  our  couDliyj  dot  excite 
ia  w  a  passion  for  unhallowed  gain.  The  Got- 
erumeDt  Ghould  nerei  pursue  a  course  which  woiUd 
be  disgraceful  to  an  indiTiduai.  If  we  see  an  in- 
dtvidiul  lefusing  expenditures  within  his  power, 
which  are  necessary  to  his  health  and  honor,  we 
do  not  admire  his  prudence — we  despise  bis  par^ 
simony.  If  we  see  an  indiridual  gnsping  at 
evay  thing  within  his  reach,  and  availing  him- 
self of  the  letter,  while  be  violates  the  spirit 
of  a  contract,  to  extort  the  last  farthing  from 
bis  unhappy  debtor,  we  detest  his  unprincipled, 
haxd-heaned,  cruel  avarice.  1  am  aware  that 
when  men  are  acting  in  behalf  of  the  Qovern- 
ment,  they  have  not  that  regard  for  reputation, 
that  sense  of  honor,  that  tenderness  of  conscience, 
which  the  same  men  would  feel  if  actine  for  them- 
selves. Under  a  consciousness  that  mey  are  in- 
fluenced by  no  narrow  selfishness,  and  tnat  they 
are  watching  over  the  great  interests  of  their  couu' 
try,  they  bdieve  that  public  virtue  consists  in 
guarding  the  public  purse,  and  they  feel  not  a 
scrupulous  respect  for  the  just  claims  of  individ- 
uals. I  entreat  mr  friends  in  the  Committee  not 
to  yield  to  this  illuBion.  The  reputation  of  our 
country  should  be  as  dear  to  us  as  our  individual 
honor ;  we  should  be  as  careful  to  guard  our  coun- 
try from  the  imputation  of  injustice  as  to  preserve 
oiirselves  from  this  foul  reproach.  And,  indeed, 
be  who  suffers  injustice  from  the  Government, 
feels  more  deeply  than  if  be  had  suffered  the  same 
injustice  from  an  individual.  In  the  latter  case 
he  may  hale  the  avarice,  be  may  resent  the  dis- 
'honesty,  of  bis  fellow-citizen.  But  when  with  the 
sense  of  injustice  he  connects  the  idea  of  the  irre- 
sistible power  of  the  Government,  exerted  to  op- 
piesa  him,  white  be  broods  over  an  injury  for 
which  there  is  no  redress,  he  feeb  a  deeper  hatred. 
He  detests  both  the  injustice  and  the  tyranny  un- 
iet  which  be  suffers.  I  hope  that  Congress  will 
always  carefully  avoid  those  acts,  of  injustice  to- 
wards individual^  which  are  calculated  to  excite 
this  gloomy  and  deep^-ooted  hostility  to  the  Giov- 
eniment 

If  my  judgment  were  consulted  in  this  case,  the 
Qovermnent  should  not  merely  be  just,  it  should 
be  libera!.  It  should  not  only  refrain  from  .op- 
pressing, it  should  show  a  paternal  solicitude  for 
the  weOare  of  its  sufieiiog  citizens.  With  an  arm 
no  less  bountiful  than  powerful,  it  should  comfort 
the  afflicted-^t  should  sustain  the  sinking — it 
should  be  foremost  to  shelter,  and  feed,  and  cTotbe 
those  who,  in  consequeace  of  one  severe  visitation 
of  Heaven,  are  houseless,  and  hungry,  and  naked. 
But  we  seek  no  charity ;  we  appral  not  to  your 
ftenerosity ;  we  ask  only  a  liberal  and  enligbtened 
justice.  When  we  recommend  the  remission  of 
duties,  the  reasons  and  equity  of  which  have 
ceasea,  we  propose  to  you  to  cancel  a  debt  which 
you  cannot  collect  witnaut  visiting  the  habitations 
of  distress  with  injustice  and  oppression. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  reluctantly  op- 
posed the  amendment.  Were  he  governed  by  his 
Jedings  alone,  to  which  this  case  so  strongly  ap- 
pealed, he  should  vote  for  the  bill,  and  even  for 


the  {apposed  amendment  to  it;  but,  obeying  the 
impulse  of  duty,  he  could  find  no  power  in  Con- 
gress to  disburse  the  public  moneys  in  acts  of 
charity  or  generosity,  or  for  other  purposes  than 
those  designated  in  the  Constitution.  He  denied 
that  this  bill  rested  on  justice  for  its  support,  how- 
ever sympathy  and  feding  might  recommend  it. 
He  argued  that  this  case  could  not  be  distinguished 
from  other  ioise^  from  casualties  of  various  sorts, 
&c.,  and  he  could  see  no  difference  between  re- 
mitting  this  duly  and  taking  so  much  money  from 
the  Treasury,  which  he  contended  Coqetcss  had 
no  right  to  do,  and  not  having  theright,De denied 
the  force  of  precedent  to  justify  it. 

Mr.  CoHB  replied  to  Mr.  Smith.  Where,  he 
asked,  was  the  scruples  he  now  expressed,  when, 
the  otner  day,  a  bill  passed  to  remit  the  duties  on  . 
a  statue  of  WASBiNOTOit,  imported  by  the  Stale 
of  North  Carolina )  and  what  was  there  in  that 
case  to  make  it  stronger  than  this  ?  Mr.  C.  then 
proceeded  to  make  a  number  of  remarks  in  sup- 
port of  this  bill  and  of  the  amendment  ^posed 
to  iL  Many  of  these  importers,  he  said,  were 
rendered,  by  their  losses,  absolutely  peimiles^  and 
were  from  every  consideration  entitled  to  relief. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  said,  he  presumed  it 
would  be  unnecessary  for  any  member  of  this 
House  to  state,  that  his  sympathies  towardH  our 
unfortunate  fellow-citizens  of  Savannah  were 
strongly  excited.  We  commiserate  their  suffer- 
ings; but,  sir,  we  are  not  to  legislate  under  the 
innuence  of  sympathy.  The  power  of  Congress 
is  a  delegated  power;  and,  sir,  I  find  noautbority 
to  extend  the  band  of  charity :  my  instructiona 
contain  no  such  power.  The  question  now  before 
the  Committee  is  on  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Reio.)  to  the 
biU  irom  the  Senate,  extending  to  the  ronission  of 
all  the  duties,  instead  of  one-fourth,  as  proposed 
in  the  bill. 

Sir,  I  am  opposed  to  that  principle  of  the  bill 
which  remits  any  portion  oi  the  duties,  on  the 
ground  that  Congress  can  no  more  remit  these 
duties,  which  have  become  a  debt,  than  approfm- 
ate  a  sum  of  money  from  the  Treasury,  in  chanty. 
The  principle  is  tbe  same  in  both  cases.  But  I 
am  opposed  to  the  amendment  on  other  grounds. 
Wilt  not  the  amendment  embrace  the  whole  amount 
of  duties  which  have  accrued  within  from  nine  to 
eighteen  months  ?  It  will  be  impossible  to  asca- 
tain  the  amount  remaining  on  hand  unsold.  If 
the  principle  of  the  bill  he  correct,  it  is  but  fair  to 
presume  that  not  more  than  one-fourth  of  the 
goods  remained  in  the  bands  of  the  importer. 
and  of  course  the  amount  proposed  to  be  remitted 
by  thebill,wouldpTobabIy  embrace  the  amount  of 
the  goods  destroyed  in  the  hands  of  the  importer. 
Sir,  I  am  disposed  to  grant  all  the  relief  in  our 
power,  consistent  with  our  duty,  and  shall  offer  an 
amendment  lo  extend  the  time  of  credit  on  those 
duties,  when  this  amendment  is  rejected. 

In  answer  to  the  eentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr. 
Cobb,)  who  asks,  where  have  been  our  Constitu- 
tional scruples  on  former  occasions  1  the  gentle- 
man will  recollect  that,  with  me,  this  prmciple 
has  always  been  maintained.    He  will  recollect 
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my  opposition  to  the  bill  emtting  l&nd  to  the  deaf 
and  dumb  asylum,  upon  the  same  ptinciple.  My 
course  has  lieen  luuform.  The  ^ntleman  calbi 
reason.    This, 


apdaud  the  zeal  of  the  KCDtleman  in  favor  of  the 
unlortuaate  Eufferers  of  hia  own  State ;  but  he 
mU£t  recollect  that  we  are  to  sympathize  as  aim, 
but  not  «s  UaiAaUn. 

The  geDUetnan  begs  of  us  some  better  reason 
for  o|^osinz  the  bill  tnan  Constitutional  doubts  1 
This  IS  sufficioit  for  me,  sir ;  but  there  ore  other 
and  cogent  reasons  which  would  induce  me  to 
vote  a^inst  one  of  the  principles  of  the  bill.  If 
it  is  to  be  considered  an  act  of  charity,  it  ought  to 
be  distributed  equally ;  if  of  justtct^  mipartiality 
is  indispensable.  But,  sir,  this  bill  is  confined  to 
the  importers  merely.  Why  not  extend  it  also  to 
the  purchaser  t  He,  sir.  has  already  paid  to  the 
importer  the  amount  of  auty,  and  of  course  would 
liave  a  stronger  claim  to  rebef. 

But,  sit,  the  importer,  who  bas^dently  insured 
his  property,  ana  paid  his  premium,  receives  no 
relief.  Are  we,  sir,  to  be  incorporated  into  an  in- 
stuanee  company,  with  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  president,  as  was  lately  proposed  to 
establish  a  turnpike  company  on  the  CumDerland 
road  7 

Gentlemen  claim  on  the  ground  of  former  pre- 
cedents. If  they  will  rest  their  claim  on  this 
ground,  they  wUl  Gnd,  on  examination,  the  bal- 
ance of  precedents  against  lh«m.  True  it  i«,  that, 
in  some  instances,  such  relief  has  been  granted 
but,  sir,  it  is  equally  true  that,  in  most  cases,  relie 
has  been  refused. 

Do  gentlemen  propose  to  open  the  doois  of  the 
Treasury  to  remunerate  for  all  the  losses  by  firel 
Sir,  your  Treasury  would  be  beggared ;  your 
boasted  twenty-seven  millions  annually  n^ould 
scarcely  remunerate  the  looses  which  are  annually 
sustained  by  this  destructive  element  Sir,  you 
would  soon  find  a  more  alarming  deficit  than 
exists  in  your  Treasury. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  the  Senate 
on  this  subject  having  been  read — 

Mr.  PiNDALL  delivered  bis  sentiments  in  favor 
of  the  bill,  and  of  the  motion  now  depending. 
No  case  could  be  stronger;  and  even  those  who 
opposed  the  proposed  remission  were  obliged  (o 
admit  there  were  precedents  in  point  on  the  statute 
book.  It  was  indeed  said  that  Congress  had  re- 
fused to  remit  duties  in  similar  casesj  but  thr" 
cases  bad  not  been  specified  or  enumerated, 
those  of  remission  had  been.  The  Constitutional 
objection,  he  intimated,  in  the  course  of  hisspeech, 
vas  enLtled  to  but  little  weight;  as  it  could 
scarcely  be  doubted  that  Congress  had  power  to 
lepeal  or  modify  its  own  revenue  laws,  and  the 
measure  proposed  was  but  a  modification  or  repeal 
of  them  as  to  a  particular  case. 

Mr.  CuTUBEKT  again  spoke,  in  reply  to  Mr 
Smith  and  Mr.  Foot.    To  refuse  this  equitablt 

Kovision  would,  in  an  individual,  he  contended 
disgraceful ;  and,  in  his  view,  every  oil 
and  particularly  every  member  of  this  House, 
ought  to  cherish  the  reputation  of  the  country  -" 


he  would  his  own.  This,  and  other  considerations, 
he  urged  on  the  attention  of  the  Committee  in 
favor  of  the  amendment  and  the  bill. 

Mr.  Walker  made  some  remarks,  earnestly  in 
faf  or  of  the  bill  and  amendment. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Mr.  Rain,  and  decided  in  the 
itive,  by  a  large  majority. 
r.  Foot  then  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
bill,  the  object  of  which  was  to  strike  out  so  much 
of  the  bill  as  proposes  to  remit  25  per  cent,  of  the 
amount  of  duties  (and  thus  confine  the  bill  to  s 
simple  extension  of  the  credit  on  the  bcmdB  for 

Tne  motion  was  agreed  to — 63  to  53. 

Mr.  Clat  then  moved  to  add  a  new  section  to 
the  bill,  the  object  of  which  was  to  appromiate 
fifty  thotisand  dollars  for  the  relief  of  the  oinerers 
by  the  late  calamitous  fire  at  Savannah,  to  be  ap- 
plied under  the  direction  of  the  Mayor  and  Alder- 
"".en  of  that  city. 

This  motion  was  negatived  by  a  considerable 

ajority. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the 
amendment  which  had  been  toade  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Cobb  made  some  remarks,  by  way  of  re- 

oikstraoce  against  a  concurrence  in  the  amend- 
ment made  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Mr. 
Foot  replied  to  the  observations  particularly  ad- 
dressed to  him  on  this  subject.    Mr.  Cobb  re- 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concurring  in 
the  amraidment  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative — 70  to  63. 

The  amendment  was  then  further  amended,  so 

to  extend  the  term  of  credit  on  goods  destroyed, 
from  tteo  to  fitw  years. 

Thus  amended,  the  bill  was  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

After  spending  some  time  in  Committee  on  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Walter  Manning,  the  House 
adjourned. 

Friday,  April  7. 
r.  LivEHMOKB,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roade,  who  were  instructed 
iijuire  into  the  expediency  of  afibrdiog  some 
pecuniary  relief  to  the  widow  of  John  Heaps,  de- 
ceased, made  a  report,  which  was  read ;  wnen, 
Mr.  L.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow 
of  John  Heaps ;  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Cook  moved  that  the  House  do  now  proceed 

to  consider  the  bill  authorizing  the  Governor  of 

Illinois 'to  obtain  certain  abstracts  of  land  from 

certain  public  offices.    The  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Bareodh  moved  that  the  House  do  now 

Eroceed  to  consider  the  amendment  submitted  by 
im  yesterday  to  the  standing  rules  of  the  House. 
The  motion  was  negatived. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  recede  from  their  first  amendment 
to  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  military  service  of  the  United  States  for 
the  year  1820,'' and  insist  en  their  second  amend- 
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meDt  10  the  said  bill,  and  Dsk  a  cndfereDce 
the  subject  of  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the 
Houses  OD  ihe  said  amcDdment,  and  have  a^ 
poinied  managers  at  the  said  conference  on  their 
patti  and  they  have  passed  bills  of  ihe  foliowing 
tities,  to  wit:  An  act  ptovidins  for  itie  better 
organization  of  the  Treasury  DeparCnienl , 
act  further  lo  amend  the  juaicial  sptem  of  the 
United  States ;  and  aa  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  Tench  Francis,  deceased ; 
in  whicD  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this 


The  bill  from  the  Senate,  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain sufferers  by  the  late  fire  at  Savannah,  was 
read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and  passed ;  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Walter  Channinc-  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  finally  passed ;  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  John  Steel  was  read  a  third  time,  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concnnenee. 

The  foUowine  bills,  which  originated  with  the 
committees  of  tois  House,  to  wit :  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Jacob  Konkopoi  and  others  of  the  ni 
of  Ejtockbridge  Indians ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
EUkanah  Finney :  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  James 
Mackay,  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri ;  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Fieldiue  Jones;  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Captain  Stanton  oholes ;  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  Wells ;  the  biil  for  the  relief  of  Beck  and 
Harvey ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lewis  Joseph  de 
Beanlieu:  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Christopher 
Miller ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  B.  Beall ; 
the  blU  confirming  the  title  of  the  Mohiccan  or 
Slocfcbridge  tribe  ot  Indians  ;  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  certain  settlers  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  who  re- 
aide  within  the  Vincennes  land  district :  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Martha  Flood  j  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Charles  S.  Jones  and  Richard  Buckner,  jr., 
administrators  of  William  Jones ;  the  bill  for  Ihe 
rdief  of  the  heirs  aod  lepresentalives  of  Isaac  Mel- 
chior,  deceased;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
Coffin  and  others ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  James 
Merrill ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  D.  Carter ; 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  King:  the  hill 
for  the  relief  of  Jos.  W.  Skinner ;  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  John  B.  Regnier;  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  Law  and  Jonathan  Elliot,  citizens  of 
Washington —  ' 

These  bills  sererally  passed  ihrotieh  Commit- 
tses  of  the  Whole,  and  were  ordered  to  be  eugtossed 
for  a  third  reading,  with  the  exception  of  ine  two 
following:  The  bill  confirming  the  title  of  the 
Mohiccan  and  Stockbridge  tribe  of  Indians ;  and 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  King.  The  two 
last  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Satdhoat,  April  8. 
Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  on  Ihe  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  alter  the  times  of 
the  session  of  the  circuit  and  district  courts  in  the 
District  of  Columbia ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  on 
Tuesday  next. 

_  Mi.  Sgrgeakt,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Peter  [ 
Carddii,  reported  a  bill  to  encourage  the  art  of' 


making  new  models,  and  casts  of  busts,  and  other 
things  therein  mentioned  ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.   S.,  from  the   same    committee,  reported 
a  biil  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  State  to  issue 


Whole. 


of  the 


S.  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Susannah  Stewart;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
ordered  lo  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SMtTH,  of  Marjrland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Waj^s  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Daniel  Bickley  and  Catharine  Clark,  adminis- 
tratrix of  John  Clark,  deceased  ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Link,  the  Comrainee  on 
Military  Affairs  were  directed  to  inquire  into  Ihe 
expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  a  more  efTeclual 
remedy  to  prevent  duelling  in  the  Army  and  Nary 
of  the  United  States  and  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Cocke,  that  the 
House  do  now  proceed  to  consider  the  resolution 
submitted  by  him  on  the  6ih  of  March  last,  for  an 
inquiiY  into  the  expediency  of  reducing  the  Naral 
Establishment;  and,  the  question  being  taken,  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
providing  for  the  better  organization  of  the  Trea- 
sury Department,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
lo  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act 
further  to  amend  the  Judicial  SyEtem  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred  lo  the 
Commiltee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Tench 
Francis,  deceased,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  select  committee  appointed  on  the  7th  of 
Felvuary,  on  the  memorial  of  William  Tilghman, 
adminialralor  of  Tench  Francis,  deceased. 

The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider, 
the  message  from  the  Senate,  asking  a  conference 
upon  the  aisagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses,  on 
the  second  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  lo 
Ihe  hill  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  mUitarv  service  of  the  Unit^  States  for 
the  year  1820;"  whereupon, 

Raclved,  That  this  House  isuUl  on  their  dis- 
agreement to  the  said  amendment,  and  agree  to  the 
conference  asked  by  the  Senate,  on  Ihe  subject 
matter  of  the  said  amendment,  and  that  managers 
be  appointed  to  attend  the  said  conference  on 
their  part. 

OnkreA,  That  Messrs.  Cocke,  Taylob,  Wab- 
FiELD,  Beecheh,  and  Ttleb,  be  appointed  man- 
agers on  the  part  of  this  House. 

Engrossed  bills  of  ihe  following  titles,  to  wit : 
An  aci  for  the  relief  of  Louis  Joseph  de  Beaulieu; 
an  act  for  the  reliefofBeck  and  Harvey;  an  act  for 
the  relief  of  William  Coffin  and  others ;  an  act  for 
the  relief  of  Fielding  Jones ;  an  act  for  the  relief 
of  Captain  Stanton  S holes ;  an  act  for  the  rdief 
of  Christopher  Miller;  an  acl  for  the  relief  of 
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Samael  B.  Beall ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  certain 
settlers  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  who  reside  within 
the  VtDcennes  land  district ;  an  act  for  the  relief 
of  Martha  Flood;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  James 
Merrill;  an  act  far  the  relief  of  Charles  S.  Janes 
and  Richard  Buckner,  jr-,  ad  mini  stra  tors  of  Wil- 
liam Jones;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  John  D.  Car- 


the  relief  of  Joseph  M.  Skmoer,  administrator  of 
George  Skinner,  deceased;  an  act  for  the  relief  of 
John  B.  Reg^er ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
Law  and  Jonathan  Elliot :  an  act  for  the  relief  of 
Jacob  Konhopot,  and  outers,  of  the  natioi 
Stoekbridge  lodiaos ;  and  an  act  for  the  relief  of 
Blkanah  Finney — ^were  severally  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Mac- 
kaj,  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  the  question  was  stated,  Shall  it 
pass;  when 

Mr.  PiNUALL  moved  that  the  said  bill  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims, 
with  instructions  so  to  amend  the  same  as  to  pro- 
vide for  a  trial  of  the  validity  of  the  claim  of 
Jamea  Mackay  before  a  judicial  tribunal. 

Mr.  Rhea  then  moved  that  the  said  bill  be 
postponed  indefinitely;  which  latter  motion  was 
rejected ;  and  the  question  was  then  taken  on  the 
motion  to  recommit  the  bill,  with  instructions; 
and  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Wells, 
\ras  read  the  third  lime ;  and,  and  oa  motion  of 
Mr.  LowNDEa,  the  bill  was  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navv,  transmiltiag  sun- 
dry documents,  containing  tne  ioformation  re- 
quired by  the  resolution  sutimitted  by  Mr  Lowndeh 
on  the  30th  ultimo,  in  relation  to  the  conduct  of 
Captain  Biddle,  and  the  cruise  of  the  Ontario  in 
the  Pacific  ocean ;  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Monday  April  10. 

The  Bpbaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmittiDg  additional 
documents  in  relation  to  the  cruise  of  the  sloop  of 
war  Ontario;  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr,  SiLSBBE,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Afiaira,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Captain  Samuel  O.  Reid,  in  behalf  of 
himself  and  the  other  officers  and  crew  of  the 
private  armed  brig  General  Armstrong ;  which 
was  read,  and  ordsed  to  lie  <m  the  table. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  Committee  to  which 
was  rrferred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
Tench  Francis,  deceased,"  reported  the  same,  with- 
out ameikdment,  and  it  was  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  PiNDALL  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Baoktd,  That  a  cmumitlee  b«  appointed  to  inquire 


into  the  «ip«di«ncj  oT  proridini;  by  law  for  the  pay- 
ment of  peaiiont  in  the  CDuntin,  pirishea,  or  town- 
ships, in  which  the  peniionen  rnida. 

The  resolution  was  read ;  and,  on  the  question 
to  agree  thereto,  it  was  determined  in  the  nega- 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  the  Secretarjr  of  the 
Treasury  was  directed  to  transmit  to  this  House 
an  account  of  the  annual  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures of  the  Department  for  Indian  Affairs  within 
the  District  of  Columbia,  from  its  establishment 
to  the  present  time,  with  a  statement  of  the  nature 
and  eiieni  of  the  contracts  entered  into,  and  with 
whom ;  also,  the  amount  of  moneys  due  to  the 
said  establishment,  and  by  whom  due. 

Mr.  Shytr,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Aflairs,  who  were  instructed,  on  the  28lh  January 
last,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
by  law  for  the  allowance  of  bounty  land  to  soldiers 
who  enlisted  in  the  late  war,  and  who  procured 
substitutes,  made  a  report,  that  it  is  not  expedient 
to  provide  far  the  allowance  of  the  said  bounty ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Warfibld,  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency,  of  providing  by  law  for  the 
payment  oi  any  balances  due  by  the  Government 
to  collectors  of  the  internal  revenue. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Cabb,  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Buildings  were  directed  to  inquire  into  the 
practicability  of  rendering  the  Hall  of  Represent- 
atives convenient  for  the  transaction  of  public 
business. 

Mr.  HAHOiri  moved  that  the  select  committee 
to  which  is  referred  the  resolution  from  the  Senate 
fixing  a  period  for  the  termination  of  the  present 
session  of  Consress,  be  discharged  from  the  furtha 
consideratioa  thereof.  The  motion  was  n^^ttved. 

Mr.  Cobb  then  moved  the  following  order  r 

Ordered,  Thtt  the  comtnitlee  to  whom  wh  referred 
the  reflation  &om  the  Sanste,  on  the  subject  of  the 
adjonrnment  of  Conymi,  be  directsd  to  report  there- 
on   tO-mOTTOW. 

The  question  was  taken,  Will  the  Hoitse  now 
proceed  to  consider  the  same,  and  determined  in 
the  negative  J 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  r«- 
lief  of  William  Pancoast,"  was  read  a  third  time, 


•U^E 


Sfbakbk  laid  before  the  Hotiae  a  tetter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
sundry  statements  in  relation  to  the  operations  S 
the  mint  of  the  United  States ;  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

DISTRICT  BANKS. 

The  Uouae  then,  according  to  the  order  of  the 
dav,  rootved  itself  into  a  Conunittee  of  the  Whole, 
(Mi.  SToaas  in  the  chaiiO  on  the  bill  concern- 
ing the  District  Batiks.    [This  bill  provides— 

Bee.  I.  Thit  the  cbarteraofall  the  incorporated  bank* 
that  now  pay  apeda  on  demand  be  exEendsJ  qntil  the 
16th  Jnne,  IS3S. 

Sec.  S.  Sbonld  any  of  uid  banks  refose  to  pay  spe- 
cie or  lawfnl  currency  of  the  United  State*  on  demand, 
they  are  to  pay  an  interaat  of  10  per  cent  per  annum 
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DitCrta  Banki. 


Ap>l^  1890. 


until  ^ymaot  of  inch  demuHl  ii  made,  ud  Conf  rMa 
U  cmpooind  forthwith  to  F(*ilke  thair  charlan,  kail 
pMTids  fur  utttiag  thaii  scconata. 

Sec  3.  No  bank  to  uaae,  ra-iuue,  or  rseeive  in  pat- 
moot  or  depoailr,  aoy  bill,  note,  dec.,  undar  fiva  dol- 
lart,  afkar  the  Ut  January  nait,  eieept  to  rMaive  anch 
nola  or  ootaa  aa  may  haye  boea  Laaucd  bafbm  that  time 
in  aichnDga  for  carrent  coin  or  a  debt  due  auch  bank. 
Cbartar  roifcited  fur  cffending. 

Sec.  4.  Ap;  officer  of  a  bank  who  aball  oonceal, 
embenle,  or  eoaciie  at  the  concealment  or  embeuie- 
mcDtofanypropertj  of  a  bank,  to  be  adjudged  a  felon, 
■nd  impriaoned  not  more  than  ten  year*,  and  fined 
not  leu  than  1,000  nor  more  than  30,000  dolUra— 
one  moiety  to  the  United  Statea,  the  other  to  the  in- 
former— ail  drbti  due  by  him  to  laid  bank  being  inl 
aatiified. 

Sec.  B.  Any  bank  ceaaing  to  pay  on  demand — no 
oScer  or  director  afiiid  bank  permitted  to  buy  np,  in 

Grean  or  by  afent,  or  reeeiite  io  payment  any  note  or 
II  of  aaid  bank  at  a  lea*  price  or  ralne  than  Iti  face 
pvrpoiW  it  to  be  worth — for  each  offiiaoe,  to  be  impria- 
Miea  for  one  montb.  and  pay  thrice  the  Talue  of  anch 
bill  or  note. 

Sec  6.  The  preaent  charter  of  the  Bank  of  Calom- 
bia  revoked  on  the  let  Janaan,  1BS3,  and  recharlered 
on  the  aame  footing  of  the  other  Diatrict  banka,  untU 
the  16tb  June,  1810. 

Sec  T.  RcToke*  the  charter  of  the  Franklin  Bank 
of  Alexandria,  and  proiidea  for  eetlliog  their  account*. 

Sec.  8.  The  preaident  and  director*  of  each  bank  to 
file  their  declaration  in  writing  in  tbe  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  tbe  Treainry,  within  fix  monlha,  aiaent- 
ing  to  tbe  termi  herebyNgranted,  or  to  forfeit  their 
charter,  and  settle  their  accounti,  ■■  allowed  Cha  Frank- 
lin Bank  of  Alexandria. 

Bee  9,  ProbiUta  any  corporation  within  the  Diatrict 
of  Columbii,  other  than  aaid  b»nka,  i*aning  or  dia- 
eonnling  notea  or  bill*  after  the  fint  of  Jannary  oeit 
— any  mayor,  alderman,  conneilman,  ftc,  for  each 
offence  to  pay  not  lea*  than  100  nor  mure  Ihan  1,000 

Sec.  10.  Any  peraon  who,  ■half  aign,  Eounttraign, 
or  endorae,  any  note,  bill,  &c,,  a*  aforeaald,  in  addition 
to  aaid  penalty,  to  be  impriKined  not  lea*  than  three 
nor  mors  than  twelve  monthi. 

Bee.  11.  Declare*  null  and  void  all  drafta,  UU*.  dec, 
gifOD  in  payment  for  money  diacounted  by  any  corpo- 
ration, contrary  to  the  praiiiiona  of  thia  act,  wbother 
anch  bill*  are  made  payable  to  inch  corporation,  or  to 
any  penon  aa  agent  or  Irualee. 

Sec  13.  Any  mayor,  alderman,  conndlmen,  cink, 
Ac  that  *hall,  after  the  lit  of  Jannary  next,  iaaue 
and  pan  into  circulation  any  bill  or  note  aa  afbreaaid, 
to  incur  all  laid  penaltie*,  notwithatanding  aaid  ni 
may  be  aigned  prior  to  the  aaid  let  day  of  Jannary. 

Sec*.  13  and  14  provide*  for  Iba  conaolidation  of  tbe 
bank*  of  Alexandria  into  two  bank*,  with  a  capital  of 
one  million  of  dollar*  each,  lo  lake  place  by  wi ' 
article*  of  aiaoeiation, prior  to  tbe  ISthof  June,  1836; 
pToridad  tbe;  continue  antil  that  period.  Chuten  . 
atend  to  the  I6th  Jnne,  1640,  anbject  to  the  preaent 
rate*,  condition*,  dec,  of  the  Farmer*'  Bank  of  Alex, 
andria,  and  alao  to  the  rulea,  conditioiia,  Ac,  of  thii 

Sec  IS  proiidea  in  ■  ■imiler  mumar  for  the  coniol 
idttion  of  the  banka  of  Georgetown,  other  than  the 
Bank  of  Columbia,  into  on*  bunk,  with  i  capital  wbiehj 
added  to  the  capiul  of  the  Bank  of  Columbia,  ahall 


make  tbe  aum  of  two  Bullion*  of  dollara,  and  do  more, 
■ubject  lo  the  preaent  ml**,  condiliolu,  &c.,  of  the 
Fantten  and  Mechanic*'  Bank  of  Georgetown,  and 
b1k>  to  the  rulei,  Ac,  impoeed  by  this  act. 

Sec.  16  contain*  like  proviaion  for  thi  conaolidation 
of  the  Bank  of  Waahington  and  Iho  Patriotic  Bank, 
ith  a  capital  of  one  million  of  dollara. 

Bee  17  in  like  manner  extend*  the  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  the  Mrtropolia,  wiih  perminion  to  angment 
"  eir  capital  to  one  million  of  dollara. 

Beca.  IB  and  19  preacribe  the  mode*  of  proceeding 
of  loch  bank*  and  alockbolder*  a*  may  or  may  not 
accept  the  proviaiona  of  thia  act. 

Sec.  SO.  All  bank*  in  the  Diatrict,  except  the  Frank- 
lin  Bank  of  Alexandria,  fhim  and  aAer  the  lat  Jann- 
iry,  1820,  to  pay  one-eixlh  of  one  per  centum  on  Ito 
capital  elock,  *flar  netting  ail  per  ceDtom  lo  ita  stock- 
holder*, lo  constitute  ■  BChool  fund  for  the  education 
of  indigent  children  in  each  town.  Each  bank,  aemi- 
aannally,  on  paying  their  dividend*  and  the  aforesaid 
one-aiith  ofone  per  centum, to  render  an  exact  account 
of  its  condition  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury.  On 
ftilure  thereof,  or  an  attempt  to  defraud  the  fund 
aforesaid,  Congress  have  power  to  declare  tbe  charter* 
null  and  void. 

Bee  31.  Thia  act  to  be  in  force  from  and  after  the 
paaaage  theieof.] 

Mr.  Cobb  moved  to  amend  the  btU  by  striking 
oat  the  whole  of  it,  except  the  enacting  cUuse,  and 
inserting  ia  lieu  thereof  the  followiDf;: 

"  That,  for  the  purpoee  of  enabling  Ihe  several  bank- 
inginalilution*  within  the  Dietrict  of  Columbia  to  doea 
their  boaines*  and  concern*,  the  leveral  chartera  of  the 
•aid  banking  inatitutions,  as  the  aame  now  exist,  shall 
be  and  the  aame  are  hereby  extended  for  and  during 

the  term  of years,  from  and  after  the  Grst  day  at 

June  nexti  &om  and  after  which  day,  the  said  several 
charters  of  each  and  every  banking  institution  within 
the  said  District  ihall  a  '  ' 

Mr.  Cobb  delivered  bis  st 
in  favor  of  this  propoaiCion. 

When  the  reporter  entered  the  hall — 

Mr.  Mercer  was  on  the  floor.  Me  was  exam- 
ining the  condition  of  the  banks  of  the  District, 
and  comparing  it  with  that  of  others  in  the  United 
States ;  to  «rhich,  he  contended,  they  stood  in  no 
disadvantageous  comparison.  He  then  proceeded 
to  reply  lo  an  observation  which  had  been  made,  to 
the  effect  thai  iheBranch  Bank  of  theUnited  SUUs 
was  competent  to  do  all  the  actual  liansaciion  busi- 
ness of  the  Disirict.  Thia  he  denied  on  various 
grounds :  the  evils  of  a  moneyed  aristocracy ;  the 


at  some  length 


distinclion  of  interests  in  the  District,  requiring 
sejMfale  institutions  for  each ;  the  impracticabililjr 
of  calling  in,  within  any  reasonable  period,  the 
amouni  of  debt  due  lo  the  banks,  especially  with- 
out subBliluting  for  it  something  Uke  an  equal 
amount  of  bank  capital — ^wbich  it  could  not  be 
expected  that  tbe  Bank  of  the  United  States  would 
draw  from  the  commercial  cities  where  it  is  now 

Mr.  WARnELO  followed,  on  the  same  side  of 
the  question.  He  denied  tnat  the  bank  capital  of 
the  District  is  too  large,  when  we  take  into  view 
the  great  extent  of  country  in  Virginia,  and  that 
portion  of  Maryland  depending  on  the  District  for 
a  market  for  its  produce.    No  fraud,  or  misconductt 
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or  irant  of  paoctOBlity,  on  the  part  of  the  baoka. 
had  been  alfeged ;  no  Mtiiion  had  heen  presented 
rrom  SDV  pari  of  this  District,  oi  from  any  portion 
of  the  Uniied  States,  aeainst  a  renewtu  of  the 
charters  of  the  baoks.  In  no  part  of  the  Union 
had  the  increase  of  popnlation  or  ibe  proirress  of 
improTement  been  more  rapid  than  in  this  DistricL 
The  inhabitants  were  an  enterprising  people,  and 
had  done  mach  within  a  short  lime.  Their  enter- 
prise ought  not  to  be  cramped,  not  their  exertions 
mralyzed  by  ihe  desiruetion  of  the  banks,  &.c. 
The  branch  bank  here,  be  contended,  could  not 
be  competent  to  the  business  of  the  District  j  nor 
would  il  be  wise,  he  said,  to  make  the  interests  of 
the  banks  exclusiTely  dependent  on  that  institution, 
&c.  For  these,  and  oth«  reasons,  he  was  opposed 
lo  the  motion  before  the  Committee. 

The  qtKstion  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Cobb's 
motion,  and  decided  in  the  ne^tire  by  a  la^ 
majority. 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  moTed  to  amend 
Ihe  bill  by  adding  to  it  a  provision  to  make  the  in- 
dividaal  property  of  the  dockholdeis  of  the  banks 
liable  for  all  Ihe  debts  of  the  banks. 

Mr.  Mebcer  remarked  that  this  novision  was 
unprecedented  in  any  other  bank  charter  in  the 
United  States ;  which,  itself,  was  a  strong  ai^- 
meat  asainst  the  amendment. 

Mr.  McLean  defended  his  amoidment.  The 
constilntion  of  one  of  the  States,  he  said,  con- 
tained a  provision  that  no  bank  should  ever  be 
incorporaied  therein  wilhoul  such  a  fundamental 
condition.  If  to  be  found  in  the  charter  of  no  other 
bank,  it  was  high  time  the  principle  should  be  es- 
tablished, for  reasons  whicL  he  urged  at  large  j 
and  neither  here,  nor  anywhere  else,  would  be  vote 
for  the  charter  of  any  l»nk  which  did  not  contain 
such  a  pi 


Mr.  BansB  objected  to  the  «£  potl  faelo  opera- 

'  ■'  '  '■"-   --  '-■  -roold  go  lo  chance 

He  had  no  ob- 


tion  of  this  proposition,  as  il  would  go  lo  chanj 
the  nature  of  existing  contracts.    He  had  no  o 
jection,  he  said,  to  modify  it  so  as  to  operate  pro- 
spectively. 

Mr.  Warfield  spoke  uainsi  the  motion. 

Mr.  McLean  modified  his  motion  so  as  to  make 
it  take  effect  from  and  afier  the  expiration  of  the 
present  charters  of  the  bonks. 

Mr.  Mercer  made  some  observations  to  show 
that  such  a  provision  was  uoneceasary,  and  would 
be  oppressive,  and,  therefore,  ought  not  to  be  in- 
corporated in  the  bill. 

Mr.  McLean  replied.  Among  other  arguments, 
he  likened  hanks  to  associations  or  partaiersfaips  for 
carrying  on  mercantile  oi  tiadiDE  business,  of 
which,  no  one  ever  doubled  that  every  partner  in 
llie  concern  was  liable  for  the  debts  of  Ihe  firm,  dec 

Mr.  Mercer  again  spoke  in  reply  to  Mr.  Mc- 
Lean, and  in  vindicaiion  of  the  present  provisions 
of  the  bill  for  securing  the  due  administration  of 
the  banks,  &c. 

Mr.  Ol&t,  after  expressing  his  indisposition  to 
amend  ibis  bill,  undentandina  it  had  be^  arranged 
according  to  tne  wishes  of  the  peoote  of  the  Dis- 
trict, mane  some  remarks  in  &vor  of  a  prompt  dis- 
Etition  of  this  question,  and  a  curtailment  of  de- 
le, with  a  view  to  the  shortness  of  the  remainder 


of  the  session,  which  would  be  lefl  for  the  constd 
eration  of  other  important  subjects. 

Mr.  Cobb,  in  the  course  of  some  remarks  in  re- 
ply to  Mr.  Clav,  said  thai  the  Speaker  was  tmder 
a  mistake  in  suppo-Ting  that  this  bill  was  framed  in 
accordance  with  the  general  wishet;  of  the  people 
of  the  District. 

Mr.  Caupbbll  spoke  in  &vor  of  the  amendmat, 
and  Mr.  Tdcker,  of  Virginia,  also  made  a  few  re- 
marks upon  it. 

Mr.  Mbbcer  spoke  in  reply  to  the  suggestion  of 
Mr.  Cobb,  above  stated.  With  a  few  exceptions 
in  Aleiandria,  and  the  exception  of  a  single  gen- 
tleman on  this  side  of  the  District,  he  bad  beard  of 
no  dissatisfaction  of  the  people  of  (he  District  with 
the  provisions  of  this  bill. 


The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  McLean's  mo- 
tion, and  decided  in  the  negative  by  a  large  ma- 

Veiious  other  amendments  were  proposed  and  * 
successively  rejected,  on  which  debate  took  place, 
in  the  course  of  which  Mr.  Mebcer  distinguished 
himself  in  defence  of  the  bilL 

Mr.  Clay  then  made  a  motion  to  amend  the  bill 
by  adding  thereto  a  new  section,  as  follows,  viz : 

"  And  he  it  fuTther  eaacttd.  That  nothing  herain 
eontaioad  sbsU  pravvnt,  or  b«  conatnud  to  prevsnt 
ConpsM  from  rapaaling  or  modiiyiDg  the  whole  or 
any  mtI  of  thi*  act,  nbensTsr  Ihej  shall  think  proper." 

This  motion  was  agreed  to  without  debate  or 

Mr.  Metcalp  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill,  with  a  view  to  destroy  it 

Mr.  Metcalf  spoke  as  follows : 

I  am  aware,  said  he,  of  the  exhausted  patience 
of  the  Committee;  but,  as  [  am  not  in  Ihe  habit  of 
speaking  often,  and  do  not  intend  to  speak  long,  I 
am  induced  to  claim  the  indulgence  of  members 
for  the  purpose  of  giviikg,  as  concisely  as  possible^ 
my  views  of  this  interestmg  subject. 

With  my  rer peeled  polleague,  who  thinks  it  un- 
necessary at'Ibis  time  to  enter  deeply  into  Ihe  great 
principles  upon  which  those  insliiutioux  arefonnd- 
ed,  I  cannot  agree ;  and  only  regret  that  my  incli- 
nation is  not  better  supported  by  the  qualifications 
necessary  for  the  investigalion  of  those  principles. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  very  zealously 
entreats  us  to  recharter  these  hanks  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  them  time  to  wind  up  their  Inisiness. 
But,  since  the  rejection  of  the  amendment  which 
was  just  now  onered,  the  object  of  which  vras  to 
bind  the  properly  of  individual  stockholders,  I  am 
apinehensive  that  they  are  lo  wind  up  without 
taking  in  their  notes,  as  some  other  banlts  of  the 
District,  which  have  been  named  by  the  gentle- 
men from  Virginia  in  debate^  have  done. 

During  this  discussion,  we  have  been  called  on 
by  gentlemen  from  various  quarters  to  regard  very 
sacredly  the  rights  of  the  peonle  of  this  District, 
and  not  lo  suSer  our  friendly  /eelings  for  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  Bank  lo  influence  as  against  thoae  of 
the  District 

It  is  my  sincere  desire  to  deal  tenderly  with  the 
rights  of  these  citizens,  and  in  all  things  to  do  them 
at  least  ample  justice,  because  they  hare  no  other 
tribunal  to  whom  they  can  look  for  legislative 
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proi«ctioD ;  but  I  am  unwilliD^  to  extend  to  them 
a  pririlege  which,  in  my  0|>uiDa,  should  nerer 
again  be  extended  to  any  portion  of  the  citizens  of 
this  Republic.  And  it  is  quite  certain  that  1  un 
not  influenced  by  feelings  of  friendship  for  the 
United  States  Bank.  -From  this  institution  I  an- 
ticipate the  most  serious  evils  to  my  country.  Per- 
haps these  evils  may  never  be  found  to  exist,  ex- 
cept in  mv  own  imatriualion ;  but  I  cannot  help 
viewing  toe  United  States  Bank  as  the  darkeet 
speck  which  at  this  time  is  to  be  seen  on  the  es- 
cutcheon of  American  liberty. 

But,  sir,  if  the  able  writers  and  eloquent  states- 
men who  have  Utdy  disrobed  these  wicked,  these 
insidious  spectres,  and  erposed  ihem  naked  to  pub- 
lic view  b  all  their  deformity,  together  with  tneir 
practical  effects  on  society,  as  have  been  of  late 
years,  and  are  now  so  obviously,  so  manifestly  ex- 
^  perienced,  do  not  flash  conviction  on  the  minds 
of  the  multitude,  and  arouse  them  in  apposition  to 
those  brazen-fronted  corporations^  it  will  fill  the 
meniies  of  free  government  with  joy  to  think  that 
they  have  at  least  a  plausible  pretext  far  the  assn- 
tion  which  they  have  so  often  and  so  maliciously 
teilerated,  "that  a  community  of  individuals  are 
incompetent  to  the  task  of  self-^vemmeuL" 

Some  of  the  ablest  pens,  and  of  the  most  elo- 
quent statesmen  and  orators  that  adorn  the  preMnt, 
and  would  have  adorned  any  other  age,  have  at 

tempt"" '-  -  " 

benki 


elicited  and  sent  forth  in  IniTning  streams  among 
the  people.  And  is  it  true  that  they  cannot  be 
aroused  from  their  apathy  1  1  hope  it  is  not  true 
I  tnist  the  materialH  are  combustible,  and  that  e 
sacred  glowof  patriotism  will  at  last  light  up  theii 
souls  I  and  that  a  love  of  virtue,  ot  justice,  ol 
equality,  and  of  all  the  genuine,  but  violated  prin- 
ci^es  of  this  happy  Government,  will  determine 
th^  to  resist  the  bold  and  daring  encroachments 
made  upon  their  rights  by  banking  corporations. 
In  the  first  place,  it  does  appear  to  me  that  oi 
of  the  principal  causes  of  the  many  blunders  cot 
mitted  by  American  statesmen  arises  from  this 
plain  and  simple  circumstance.  They  are  too  apt 
to  look  beyond  the  waters  for  example.  They 
bring  all  their  materials  from  abroad;  they  go  to 
monarchies,  aristocracies  and  hierarchies;  exam- 


ui»,  uTisiDcracira,  una  nit 
mtely  and  critically  every  pin  and  wheel 
rhole  machinery  by_  whicn  those  Govern- 
ments operate :  and,  as  I  think,  without  due  reflec- 


in  the  whole  machin 


tion,  attempt  the  introduction  of  this  nnsuitable, 
this  unai>propriate  uid  unhallowed  kind  of  ma- 
chinerr  into  this  free  Oovemment     They  pluck 
,  from  Governments  which  were  establi^ed  for  the 
special  and  exclusive  benefit  and  advantage  of 
those  who  Kovem,  of  their  minions  and  privUeged 
orders,  all  tne  materials  with  which  they  propose 
10  set  in  motion  a  Government  that  seeks  to 
tend  its  benefits  and  advantages  alike  to  all 
Citizens  without  distinction—^Sl  the  materials 
of  wliich  they  propose  to  build  the  erandest,  the 
noUcat.  the  moat  stupendous  work  of  human  lib- 
ert]',  of  human  wisdom,  and  of  homan  ha^^inCss. 


is  a  mighty  e 


nd  one  that  a  little  cxpe- 
Can  it  be  expected  that 

:b  adverse  principles  will  harmonize?  Can  it 
be  supposed  that  such  discordant  elements  will 
commingle  and  settle  down  in  a  placid  union?  To 
produce  such  a  reconciliation  would  require  all 
the  nice,  the  subtle,  the  keen-eyed,  the  hairsplit- 
ting, and  technical  refinement  of  the  present  dav ; 
hut  I  am  sure  it  would  baffle,  completely  baffle, 
eood  old-fashioned, practical,  solid  common  sense; 
by  the  standard  of  which  it  would  be  found  to  be 
utterly  contrary  to  the  nature  of  things. 

European  writers,  it  is  true,  have  attempted  to 
prove  the  utility  of  banking  institutions  by  the 
good  efleets  which  they  are  pleaMd  to  say  resulted 
from  them,  in  various  parts  of  the  old  world,  for 
the  last  six  or  seven  hundred  years.  In  Venice, 
Genoa,  Amsterdam,  France,  England,  and  in 
many  other  places,  thejr  have  made  the  experi- 
ment. And  though  it  is  acknowledged  that  at 
one  time  the  most  serious  and  distressing  calamity 
was  brought  upon  the  French  nation  by  one  of 
these  deceptive  institutions,  yet  it  is  insisted  that, 
with  this  exception,  and  that  of  the  South  Sea 
Company,  and  perhaps  a  few  others  of  a  similar 
character,  they  were  not  found  to  be  mischievous. 

They  tdl  us  that  facilities  were  afforded  to  com- 
merce, and  it  flourished;  that  towns  and  cities 
sprang  up  as  if  by  magic,  and  all  this.  But  they 
do  not  teii  us  that  these  wonder-working  institu- 
tions extended  alike  to  all  classes  of  the  citizens, 
under  those  Governments,  the  same  benefits,  com- 
forts, and  advantages,  to  the  multitude  who  com- 
posed the  physical  strength  of  these  nations,  as 
well  as  to  tne  few  who  govern  them.  No  1  their 
historv  would  contradict  the  assertion.  We  know 
that  trie  multitude  were  degraded,  poor,  and  mis- 
erable, without  either  the  prospect  or  hope  of  re- 
lief; and  at  their  expense  the  few  rioted  in  excess 
and  in  the  most  luxurious  enjoyment. 

Then,  if  it  he  true  that  those  are  the  best  Gov- 
ernments that  dispense  the  greatest  portion  of  hu- 
man happiness,  it  does  seem  to  me  thai  there  was, 
and  is,  a  greet  deficiency  in  the  Governments  of 
which  I  have  spoken,  theit  banking  corporations 
notwithstanding. 

A  nation  may  erect  (he  most  splendid  temples — 
walls  and  towers  of  the  most  costly  workmanship: 
pyramids,  if  you  _^eese,  of  invisible  height.  Or  it 
may  vest  its  millions  and  millions,  as  we  have 
done,  in  one  proud  Capitol,  suroorleu  on  its  numer- 
ous and  lofty  columns  of  polisned  marble,  and  still 
tbb  is  no  proof  of  a  nation's  prosperity,  or  of  the 
happiness  of  the  people.  Bo  may  towns  and  cities 
spring  up  by  unjustly  concentrating  the  labor  and 
resources  or  a  whole  community,  and  applyiiig  it 
to  that  particular  purpose.  But,  I  repeat  it,  toat, 
instead  of  this  being  a  proof  of  a  nation's  prosperi- 
ty, or  of  the  happiness  of  the  people,  the  contrary, 
in  the  general,  is  precisely  the  fad.  These  monu- 
ments of  a  nation's  folly  and  extravagance,  almost 
always  take  root  in,  and  grow  out  or,  oppression. 
Just  such  oppression  as  the  banks  of  which  I 
have  spoken,  and  all  others  which  mav  have  been 
established  on  similar  princifrfes,  had  iKe  power  of 
inflicting,  and  did  iafbct  on  the  multllude. 
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To  wh&t  class,  according  to  political  writers, 
does  this  privileged  order,  who  are  incorporated 
into  a  paper  aristocracy,  or,  if  you  please,  into  a 
moneyed  aristocracy,  belong  7  Surely  not  to  the 
productive  classes.  They  produce  nothing  sub- 
stantially or  intrinsically  valuable  to  the  commu- 
nity, we  all  know.  They  barely  serve  to  put  in 
motion  a  machine,  which,  by  its  silent  and  secret 
manoeuvering  and  contrivance,  has  the  power 
moat  artfully  to  traDsfer  the  substance,  the  earn- 
ings, and  property,  of  those  who  ate  productive,  to 
the  sole  use,  benefit,  and  behoof  of  tbemselves,  and 
of  other  idle  consumers. 

As  a  late  and  able  writer  of  Virginia  has  very 
justly  said  on  this  subject,  "  These  corporations 
'  have  the  power  to  apply  their  law-c bartered  tubes 
'  to  the  great  body  oi  those  whose  tabor  is  produc- 
'  live,  and,  nnperceived^  to  draw  away  their  sub- 
'  stance, as  thevampireissaid tosuck the  bloodtrom 
'  those  who  are  asleep."  Dr.  Smith,  however,  has 
amused  us  with  a  rerv  ingenious  and  fanciful  de- 
scriptitm  of  banks.  And  as  he  is  from  beyond  tlie 
waters — asubject  of  thegood  old  mother  country — 
consequently  his  work  must  be  more  entitled  to  our 
serious  consideration  than  the  work  of  the  writer 
of  whom  I  have  just  now  nioken,  than  the  son  of 
Virginia — that  tmaDt  daughter  of  (his  same  good 
old  mother. 

The  right  fanciful  Doctor  has  told  us  of  roads 
leading  to  and  from  the  bonks,  through  the  air, 
where  carriages  might  run,  (and  I  presume  he 
might  have  said  with  at  least  the  rapidity  of  a 
velocipede.)  But  these  doctrines  are  not  suited  to 
a  plain,  homespun,  matier-of-fact  republican  peo- 
ple. Is  it  not  less  hazardous  for  republicans  to 
travel  on  the  ground  1  Be  it  mountainous  or  level, 
rocky  or  smooth,  give  me  good  old  terra  firma. 

Besides,  I  do  not  think  it  fair  that  the  multitude 
should  be  taxed  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  a 
balloon,  and  gas,  and  whatever  else  may  be  neces- 
sary for  these  airy  travellers,  without  participating 
in  their  enjoyments  ;  and  I  do  mostseriouslv  dicaa 
the  consequences  about  the  time  they  are  aoomed 
to  light !  For  human  bodies  to  fl^ ,  is  nothing- 
nothing  at  all.  Perhaps  a  republican  mightily. 
But,  how  is  he  to  light  1  Tbete  lies  the  rnb ! 
And,  depend  upon  it,  thai  sooner  or  later,  these 
aerial  voyagers  must  light :  and  a  sore  fall  they 
will  have  of  it,  either  to  themselves  or  to  the 
upon  whose  heads  they  happen  to  descend,  or 
both. 

However,  in  a  government  composed  of  privile- 

Sed  orders,  and  set  in  motion  by  thkt  awkward  and 
1  contrived  machinery  called  checks  and  balances, 
k  bankinff  insliraiion  might  be  less  mischievous, 
if  properly  poised,  it  might  enable  the  commercial 
intenst  to  cneck  the  usurpations  of  a  feudal  aris- 
tocracy. But  even  then  it  would  soon  become  the 
task-master  of  the  manufacturer,  and  all  others 
under  its  control,  as  the  feudal  baron  is  the  task- 
master of  the  actual  tiller  of  the  soil. 

Again,  sir :  i  hold  the  doctrine  which  I  have 
somewhere  seen  to  be  undeniably  titie :  "  that  all 
those  who  identify  themselvea  with  banks  not 
founded  on  priDciples  of  mutual  justice  and  secu- 
rity, have  an  interest  adverse  to  the  interest  of  the 


balance  of  society ;  that  from  the  very  nature  of 
such  an  institution  it  is  doumed  to  make  continual 
and  unceasing  war  upon  the  just  rights  of  the  bal- 
society."  Now,  man  is  said  lo  be  the 
of  motive,  and  avarice  a  strong  and  almost 
irresistible  passion.  If,  then,  you  would  excite 
those  who  are  high  in  power  to  useful  action,  give 
them  no  interest  separate  and  distinct  from  the 
interest  of  the  balance  of  society.  Lead  them  not 
into  temptation,  for  if  you  do  you  have  not  the 
power  to  deliver  them  from  evil.  And  those  who 
are  thus  situated  will  soon  become  too  arr<want  to 
ask  that  deliverance  from  Him  who  alone  has  the 
power  to  grant  it.  By  the  establishment  of  a  bank, 
such  as  uis  which  we  have  nit^named  (if  it  be 
on  to  mention  it)  the  "United  States 
Bank,"  with  its  various  branches  extending  lo  the 
different  States,  the  interest  of  the  highest  officers. 
Executive,  Legislative,  and  Judicial,  both  of  the 
Qeneral  and  State  Governments,  may  become 
identified  with  the  bank,  and  conseqnently  inimi' 
cal  to  that  of  the  people.  Now,  I  confess  that  I 
do  not  like  to  see  the  most  exalted  and  virtuotis 
characters  thus  situated  j  and  1  consider  it  very 
bad  policy  so  to  pU<%  them. 

There  is  another  objection,  and  one  which^  in 
my  bumble  opinion,  ought  of  itself  to  be  sufficient 
10  prevent  the  intioducUon  of  banks  into  any  coun- 
try :  I  allude  to  hanks  established  on  similar  prin- 
ciples, and  vestins  the  managers  wiih  similar  pow- 
ers to  those  which  have  heretofore  been  established 
by  this  or  by  any  of  the  State  governments,  as  far 
as  my  knowledge  of  them  extends.  They  destroy 
all  subilily  in  the  price  or  value  of  property.  The 
managers  of  these  mints  can  mingle,  £loy,  or  pu- 
rify the  currency  at  pleasure ;  they  can  enhance 
or  depreciate  the  value  of  property  at  will:  they, 
and  they  alooe,  know  when  to  buy  and  when  to 
sell,  so  as  to  make  the  most  ad  vantagccuB  specula- 
tions! they  may  keep  the  prices  of  property  con- 
tinually changing  and  floctuatin^,  the  better  to 
deceive,  cheat,  and  defrand  the  citizen  out  of  that 
jHt)perty.  Not  to  have  a  uniform  standard  of 
weights  and  measures  is  a  most  distressing  evil  in 
any  country ;  but  by  no  means  so  distressing  as 
that  of  a  fluctuating  bank  currency.  No,  I  know 
of  no  evil  so  compucated,  or  of  equal  magnitude 
to  that  which  is  so  snugly  wrapt  up  in  a  legal 
mantle ;  so  completely  hidden  and  concealed  from 
public  security.  How  are  your  industrious  and 
productive  classes  to  guard  against  the  effects  of 
these  terrible  institutions  1  They  cannot  repose 
in  safety  under  them:  they  must  abandon  ueir 
useful  avocations,  and  keep  their  eyes  (if  I  may  be 
permitted  to  use  a  military  phrase)  continiMlly 
turned  upon  the  fucleman ;  they  must  become  in- 
timately acquainted  with  the  arts  and  manaoe- 
ment  of  this  dextrous  juggler,  by  way  of  self-de- 
fence i  and  in  doing  eo,  they  cease  to  be  virtuous, 
useful,  or  productive :  they  become  infected  with 

Siifion,  and  in  their  turn  begin  to  cheat  and  swin- 
e — and  thus  the  whole  society  becomes  corrupt 
I  If  you  would  have  a  virtuous  and  patriotic  _peo- 
j  pie,  create  no  privileged  orders.  Protect  indifid- 
uat  industry  and  enterprise.  Give  no  one  daw  of 
I  your  citizens  any  advantages  over  (be  next ;  aad 
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they  will  all  of  them  ralljr  aroand  the  suadtrd  of 
liberty  aod  eqiulil)'  in  times  of  danger.  Yes ;  of 
liberty  and  equality,  terms  much  abused  here,  as 
well  aa  they  have  been  in  Prance  and  elsewhere ; 
bat,  like  the  Christian  religion,  which  has  also 
been  much  abused  everywhere  {  yet  it  is  not  the 
less  true  ot  the  les»  righteous  in  itself,  on  that  ac- 
count. Then  do  not  infer  that  I  am  in  faror  of  a 
system  of  levelism  as  it  it  \s  called.  Or  that,  like 
ambitious  Caisar.  I  would  be  in  faror  of  the  pas- 
sage of  agrarian  laws.  I  would  not  take  cue  cent 
from  the  industrious  and  frugal  ecoitomisl  for  the 
pnipose  of  diTiding  it  with  the  idle  and  worthless 
prodigal.  No;  bat  I  would  have  the  Gorernment 
(o  speak  to  all  its  citizens,  as  the  ju$l  parent  does 
to  alt  his  children:  where  there  are  no  laws  of 
primogeniture,  of  the  good  things  of  this  life,  gire 
to  each  an  equal  portion ;  the  same  protection,  the 
same  benefits  and  advantages  in  all  things,  to  each 
should  be  generously  extended ;  and  under  Provi- 
dence let  the  success  and  prosperity  of  each  de- 
pend upon  him!«lf.  These  are  the  principles  that 
constitute  the  pride  and  the  glory  ol  the  American 
Republic — principles  that  ought  to  be  cherished, 
that  ought  to  be  engraren  on  the  heart,  that  oo^ht 
to  be  indelibly  impressed  on  the  mind  of  every  sm- 
eeit  friend  to  the  perpetuation  of  repuUicaa  lib- 
erty in  its  parity. 

When  Mr.  M.  had  concluded— 

The  question  was  taken  on  a^reein^  to  his  mo- 
tion, and  decided  in  the  negative  without  a  di- 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House  as  amended. 

The  amendment  (moved  by  Mr.  Clav)  agreed 
to  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  McLean  renewed  the  amendment  which 
he  proposed  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  this 
variance,  that  ihc  individual  liability  of  the  slock- 
liolder  was  now  proposed  to  be  confined  to  the 
amount  of  stock  held  oy  him. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  some  debate,  in  which 
Me«srs.  HcLe&it,  Mehceh,  Brdsh,  and  Habdin, 
toakmn. 

After  which  the  ntotion  was  negatived ;  and  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing without  any  other  amendment  than  that  moved 
by  Mr.  Ct*T. 

Td  ESSAY,  April  11. 

Mr.  AHnBRsON,  from  the  Committee  on  tbe 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  annex  certain 
lands  within  the  Territory  of  Michigan  to  the  land 
diitriet  of  Detroit;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
ordared  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  on 
Monday  nest. 

Mr.  ANOEnsoK,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Margaret  Perry ; 
wnich  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Sesobamt,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  better 
organization  of  the  Tieaiury  Department,"  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment,  and  the  bill 


was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Smyth,  from  the  Military  Committee,  who 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
providing  a  more  effectual  remedy  against  duel- 
ling in  the  Army  and  Navy  and  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  made  a  report,  in  which  they  slate, 
"  that  they  consider  the  existing  taw  as  amply 
sufficient,  if  executed,  to  repress  duelling  in  tbe 
Army,"  and  ihey  therefore  ask  to  be  discharged 
from  further  inquirj'  on  the  subject.  Tbe  report 
adopted  by  tbe  House. 


ing,  Thomas  Ragland,  Charles  Rutledge  Holmes, 
Charles  B.  Vining,  and  Wilson  M.  C.  Fairfax,  late 
cadets  at  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  tie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Seboeant,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  petition  of  Joseph  E.  Bloomfield,  on  be- 
half of  Richard  S.  Hackley,  made  report  thereon ; 
which  was  read,  when,  Mr.  a.  reported  a  bill  for 
the  rdief  of  Richard  B.  Hackley ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to-morrow. 

Mr  Robert  Moore,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed ou  the  {leiition  of  John  Webster,  made 
a  report  thereon,  which  was  readj  when  Mr.  M. 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  said  John  Web- 
ster; which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
ttiat  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit :  "An  act  to  authorize  the  erection  (^ 
a  lignthouse  on  one  of  the  Isles  of  Shoals  near 
Portsmouth,  in  New  Hampshire;"  and  "An  act 
declaring  the  consent  of  Coogress  to  an  act  of  the 
State  of  Georgia,"  passed  the  19th  of  December, 
1818 ;  in  whi^Hi  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

The  said  bills  were  reed  twice  and  sevoally  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Commerce. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  continue  in  force  the  act  nasaed 
on  the  20th  day  of  April,  181S,  ratitled  'An  act 
supplementary  to  an  act  entitled  An  act  to  r^ulate 
the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,' 
passed  the  second  dav  of  March,  1799,"  be  dis- 
charged from  the  fnrcKer  consideration  thereof. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  tbe  said 
bill ;  and  having  amended  the  same,  the  amend- 
ment was  ordered  to  be  engrossMi,  and  the  bill 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

An  eagrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the 
times  ot  tbe  session  of  the  circuit  and  district 
courts  in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Co- 
lumbian Institute,  established  for  the  promotion  of 
arts  and  sciences  in  the  City  of  Wasbngton.  The 
bill  was  reported  with  an  amendment,  which  was 
read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  CooE  moved  further  to  amoid  the  said  bill 
fay  adding  thenao  the  fbltowing  proviso : 
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"Andprotidtd  furtktr,  Ilut  wbeDeier  tbe  Mme 
tn*j  b«  reqvind  fi>r  tha  public  um,  that  Ibeit  right 
•bill  cataa  and  expire. " 

Aod  OQ  the  question  to  agree  thereto,  it  was  de- 
teimiDed  in  toe  negattre.  The  bill  was  then 
further  amended :  whenMr.  Cocke  moved  that  the 
said  bill  be  postponed  indefinitely  i  which  motion 
being  reiected,  the  bill  wasordered  to  be  engrossed, 
nnd  read  a  tbiid  lime  to-morrow. 

The  rest  of  the  dajrwas  occupied  in  Committees 
of  the  Whole,  in  which  the  foQowing  mentioned 
bills  weie  taken  up  and  ordered  to  be  ensrossed  for 
third  readings  to-morrow,  viz:  A  bill  fur  the  re- 
lief of  Stephen  Baxter;  a  bill  authorizing  the  sale 


Cravat,  Hardy  Peny,  and  Beley  Cheney ;  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of  Henry  Wil- 
lis ;  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Angus  O.  Frazer  and 
others;  a  bill  giving  the  right  of  pre-emption  to 
James  Shields:  ahiBfoilherelief  of  Joseph  Bruce; 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ann  Mclntire,  administratrix 
of  Andrew  Mclntire ;  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  Abijah  Hnnt  and  William  G.  Forman  ; 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Withers ;  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Daniel  Converse  and  George  Miller; 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  of  John  Heaps, 
deceased  ;  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Bickley 
and  Catherine  Clark;  a  bill  for  issuing  letters  pat- 
ent to  Henry  Harden. 

The  fot  lowing  meotionedbillsalsopa  ssed  through 
Committees  of  the  Whole,  and  were  subsequently 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  in  the  House,  viz :  A 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Margaret  Hall,  late  Margaret 
McEenzie;  ahillforthe  relief  of  Berryman  Green. 
administrator  of  Samuel  Kerby,  deceased;  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  General  James  Wilkinson. 

Mr.  Cocke,  from  the  managers  at  the  confer- 
ence, on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses 
on  one  of  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
military  appropriation  bill,  reported  that  the  com- 
"    mferencehad  met,  conferred,  ani"  ~"    " 


unable  to  come  to  any  agreement  on  the  subject. 
The  report  was  read,  end  ordered  I     " 


the 


Wehkebday,  April  \2. 

Mr.  Baldwin  presented*  memorial  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Society  for  the  encouragement  of  Ameri- 
eati  manufactoivs,  praying  that  fnrths'  protection 
and  encouragement  may  w  extended  to  the  manu- 
focturing  intereat  of  the  country  generally;  which 
was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  tne  Whole. 

Mr.  PiKCKKEY  presented  a  memorial  and  peti- 
tion of  sundry  merchants  and  nnderwriters,  of  the 
city  of  Charleston,  in  South  Carolina,  praying 
compensation  for  spoliations  committed  on  their 
lawml  commerce,  by  cruisers  under  the  French 
Sa^y  between  the  year  1793  and  the  year  1600, 
their  claims  to  which,  upon  the  Government  of 
France,  for  indemnity,  were  abandoned  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  in  the  convention  of  the 
30th  of  September,  1800;  which  memorial  and 
petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUe. 

*  «  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 


that  the  Senate  have  pa^ed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act 
supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  concern- 
ing navigation;"  in  which  bill  they  ask  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

The  Ull  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
coniinue  in  force  tbe  act  passed  on  the  30th  day 
of  April,  1818,  entitled  'An  act  snnplementary  to 
an  act  entitled  An  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of 
duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  passed  the  3d  day 
of  March,  1799,"  was  read  the  third  time  as 
amended.  Whereupon,  the  said  bill  was  further 
amended,  bv  unanimous  consent.  The  question 
was  then  taken,  Shall  the  said  bill  passj^  amend- 
ed 1  and  passed  in  the  affirmative.  The  title  of 
the  bill  was  then  amended,  by  adding  thereto  the 
words :  "and  for  other  purpose*." 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit ; 
An  act  for  the  benefit  of  the  Colombian  Institute, 
established  for  the  promotion  of  arts  and  sciences, 
in  die  City  of  Washington;  an  act  to  authorize 
thesaleofparl'of  the  glebe  of  Rock  Creek  Church 
in  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Stephen  Bax- 
ter, late  paymaster  of  the  third  regiment  of  New 
York  volunteers;  an  net  for  the  relief  of  John 
McGrew,  Richard  Cravat,  Hardj  Perry,  and 
Beley  Cheney;  an  act  for  toe  relief  of  Anmis  O. 
Frazer,  and  others ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
Bruce ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Abijah 
Hunt,  and  William  Gordon  Forman ;  an  act  for 
the  relief  of  Thomas  C.  Withers;  an  act  for  the 
relief  of  Daniel  Converse  and  George  Miller;  an 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  of  John  Heaps  de- 
ceased ;  an  act  fot  the  relief  of  Daniel  Bickley 
and  Catharine  Clark,  administratrix  of  John  Clark, 
deceased  ;  an  act  authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  issue  letters  patent  to  Henry  Burden — were 
severally  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 


the  third  lime,  and  the  question  was  stated,  shall 
it  pass?  WhenMr.  Cooke  moved  that  the  said 
bill  bepostponedindefinitely ;  which  motion  being 
rejected,  the  question  was  then  taken,  Shall  the 
bill  pass?  and  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

The  engrossed  bills  for  the  relief  of  the  Iml 
representatives  of  Henry  Willis,  and  for  the  relief 
of  Ann  Mclntire,  were  severally  read  a  third  time ; 
and  the  first  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  RoaBBTBOK, 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table;  and  the  second,  on 
motion  of  Mr,  Campbell,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  report  made  yesterday  by  the  Committee 
on  Military  Afilairs,  on  the  memorial  of  Nathaniel 
Hall  Loring,  Thomas  Ria^ud,  Charles  Rutledge 
Holmes,  Cbarles  R.  Vining,  and  Wibon  M.  G. 
Fair&x,  late  cadets  at  the  Military  Academy  at 
West  Point,  was,  ou  motion,  reeommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Afiairs. 

A  menage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  bare  pused  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Piatt,"  in  which  they 
ask  the  concturenee  of  this  House. 

The  said  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 
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Mr.  Bghogart,  from  the  Judiciary  Commiltee, 
offered  the  following  rq>otti 

The  Commlttae  on  tha  Jodieitrj,  to  wbom  wu 
raferred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "further  to  anend 
the  jadicUl  ^itcm  uf  the  Unitwl  Statv,"  npofl,  Ibit 
th«7  h&ie  had  the  latna  under  conwderatkin.  The 
bill  piopoiea  to  form  Iho  dittrict  of  Bait  Tenneuee 
and  thU  of  Vital  Tenneaaee  into  o>e  circuit;  and  to 
tppoint  a  judge  for  Ibe  lamo  circuit,  with  a  aalar;  of 
three  Ihouaand  doUin  a  year,  and  ntlh  ell  the  power* 
of  a  circuit  judge  within  the  circuit  lo  ettabliahnd. 
The  commitue  are  of  opinion  that  it  woold  be  inex- 
pedient lo  mike  luch  an  innoTition  upon  the  eititinl 
judicial  ijralem.  tt  will  probablj  become  neceiaar?, 
at  no  very  diitant  time,  (o  make  lome  Keneril  change, 
and,  in  the  mean  time,  the  oammittre  think  no  par- 
tial alteration  ought  to  be  permitted  eaaentially  incou- 
■itenl  with  the  pwcnl  arrangement,  end  difficult  lo 
TeoODcile  with  anj  Tntuie  ■yilamatic  maainre.  Bach 
would  be  the  propoaed  eatabliahment  for  the  diatlieti 
of  Tenneafce.  The  commitlec^  therefore,  rwpect- 
fflllj  recommend  to  the  Houia  not  to  concur  in  the 
■aidbUl. 

The  liill  and  report  w«r«  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Isbte. 

DISTRICT  BANKa 

The  bill  "  coDceruing  the  banks  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,"  was  read  a  third  time ;  and  the 
qaestioD  being  stated — "  Shall  the  bill  pass  }" 

Mr.  Foot  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  until  the 
next  session  of  Confrressj  on  the  ground  as  well  ot 
opposition  lo  in  corpora  tine  anew  so  much  bank 
capital,  as  of  a  doubt  whether  the  hill  wa«  act 
able  lo  the  people  of  the  District  senerally. 
added  thai  there  was  no  occaaioti  ^r  haste  oc 
subject,  inasmuch  as  none  of  the  charters  of  the 
present  banks  would  expire  before  the  4th  day  of 
Match  next ;  and  there  would  be  time  enough  at 
the  next  session  of  Congress  to  act  upon  the  sub- 
ject, 

Mr,  Cdlpeper  hoped  the  motion  for  postpone- 
ment wonld  not  prevail.  It  was'true,  he  said^  that 
the  charters  of  the  banks  would  not  expire  before 
the  next  session  of  Congress  ;  but  it  was  equally 
true,  that,  under  the  apprehension  that  the  charters 
would  not  be  renewed,  cuttatlmenta  of  their  debts 
wduld  necessarily  be  made^  which  in  these  times 
would  produce  much  distress  among  the  peo[de. 
It  had  been  said,  that  the  Branch  Bank  of  the 
United  Slates  could  fbrnisb  sufficient  bank  accom- 
modation for  the  people  of  the  Districi.  Mr.  0. 
said  it  coold  not  do  it,  and,  if  it  coold,  he  was  not 
willing  to  put  the  peo[de  of  the  District  wholly 
into  the  power  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Hbbces  o[^)osed  tiie  postpooemeat,  with 
the  same  earDestness  which  be  had  ahown  in  the 
previoua  debate  on  this  subject.  With  renwct  to 
the  aenae  of  the  inhabiltDtsof  the  District,  he  said 
it  was  almost  unanimous  in  iavor  of  the  bill.  He 
hftd  scarcely  heard  the  roice  of  complaint  against 
it;  and,  he  sapposed  enough  bad  appealed  to  satisfy 
way  man,  that  a  large  majority  of  the  people  were 
in  favor  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  Cobb  said,  he  was  <^>poMd  to  this  bill,  in 
any  shape;  but  was  further  opposed  to  it  because 
he  believed  it  was  not  gennaOy  aoceptahle  K    ' 


people  of  the  District.  .  So  far  as  it  respected  the 
merchants,  bank  directors,  and  (hat  class  generally 
being  in  favor  of  this  bill,  he  had  no  doubt  of  the 
fact.  It  is  their  bill,  said  Mr.  C — it  is  to  their  in- 
terest that  ic  should  pass.  But,  if  he  were  to  re- 
capitulate all  that  he  had  heard  against  the  bill,  it 
would  lake  up  more  time  than  he  was  willing  to 
consume.  He  knew  the  gentleman  from  Virgmia 
was  mistaken,  when  he  said  there  was  no  dissent- 
ing voice,  on  this  subject,  among  the  people  of  the 
District.  Mr.  C.  said  he  had  spoken  with  as  re- 
spectable men  as  any  in  the  District,  who  had  told 
him  there  was  now  too  much  bank  capital  in  the 
District,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  reduced.  Objec- 
tions to  this  bill,  indeed,  had  reached  bim  in  various 
ways ;  he  had  received  a  variety  of  anonymous 
letters  on  the  subject,  and.  so  far  from  every  person 
being  in  favoi  of  it,  he  oelieved  there  were  very 
many  opposed  lo  it. 

Mr.  C.  then  proceeded  to  take  a  general  view 
of  the  Question  involved  in  the  bill.  He  adverted 
to  the  oissatisfacCion  which  bad  generallyprevailed 
in  regard  to  the  state  of  the  currency ;  which,  it 
was  imiva«al]y  admitted,  had  proceeaed  from  the 
multitude  of  banks  of  recent  creation  in  the  coun- 
try, whose  ^pcr  did  not  circulate  beyond  their 
immediate  vicmity.  And,yet,  what  was  the  House 
about  lo  do  7  To  renew,  in  this  District,  the  causes 
which  bad  produced  this  deraugemenc  of  the  cur- 
rency. Nay,  more,  it  was  proposed  by  this  bill,  to 
increase  the  capital  of  these  banks  from  five  and  a 
half  to  six  miuions  of  doUaia.  Let  us,  said  he, 
&et  the  example  of  a  better  policy  than  that  of  the 
adjoining  States ;  and,  by  the  by,  he  said,  it  was 
distinctly  understood  they  were  getting  sick  enough 
of  this  l»nk  system.  And  what  he  asked,  coind 
the  people  of  this  District  possibly  want  with'so 
much  Mnk  capital?  Not  for  commerce — a  hogs- 
head of  tobacco,  or  a  load  of  flour,  in  this  city, 
would  gratify  any  man's  eyes.  Commerce  here 
was  out  of  Ine  question :  every  thing  done  here 
was  a  mere  huckstering  busineiss.  But,  he  said,  if 
this  bank  capital  was  granted,  it  must  be  turned  to 
profit,  and  employed  in  something  else  besides 
commerce,  die.  He  had  heard,  indeed,  thalalmost 
all  the  valuable  property  in  the  city  was  already 
mortgaged  for  bank  accommodation.  Mr.  C.'s 
plan,  in  fine,  was,  to  let  the  charters  of  these  banks 
expire,  allowing  them  five  years  to  wind  up  their 
a&in.  The  Branch  of  the  United  States'^  Bank 
could  issue  capital  <»ough  for  the  eirculuioa  and 
busineGH  of  the  District.  He  should,  be  said,  if 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  were  now  before 
the  House,  Tote  against  its  establishment,  because 
he  had  serious  doubts  about  the  coustitationatity 
of  it;  but  that  wat  perhaps  the  ynlv  reason — for, 
say  what  you  please,  its  paper  is  tne  only  paper 
that  will  answer  your  purposes,  being  everywbere 
at  par.  The  pap^  of  all  other  banks  was  imcur- 
rent  at  a  certam  distance  from  their  location ;  and 
he  was  imwilling,  by  voting  for  this  bill,  to  do  any 
thiu  to  perpetuate  such  a  stale  of  things. 

Mr.  Wahpield  expressed  his  surprise  at  the  dis- 
cussion on  the  third  reading  of  this  oitl,  after  what 
had  taken  place  on  it  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
He  disclaimed  any  interest  in  the  bill,  but  that 
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witieli  aroie  from  his  obaervation  of  the  eztendTe 
bnsmess  of  ihu  District,  and  his  knowledge  of  the 
meiTtorious  character  of  its  popnlatioo,  i^ich  in- 
dnced  biro  to  support  this  bill.  Nor  had  the  ar- 
gmoenta  of  the  gentleoian  from  Qeorgta  at  all 
affected  his  riews  of  the  subject.  With  rt^rd  to 
the  disorder  of  the  circulating  medium,  Mr.  W. 
went  on  tosa7',it  had  nothingtodo  with  the  paper 
of  this  District,  in  which  there  was  so  much  C' 
fidence  that  it  circulated  everywhere  freely-, 
&r  as  his  knowledge  extended.  With  regard  to 
the  business  and  trade  of  this  DistrioE,  certainly 
the  gentleman  could  not  hare  gim  himself  the 
trouble  to  ascertain  the  real  fact.  The  exports 
from  this  Diatrtct,  he  beiieTed,  exceeded  those  of 
the  State  of  ConnecticuL  Daring  the  Winter 
■cacon,  as  nuuy  as  ten  tbonaand  urreli  of  flour 
had  arrired  at  tbis  place  in  the  course  of  one  ^v ; 
and  the  eitizms  were  extenstrelT-  engaged  in  tne 
trade  of  that  and  other  articles  for  exportation. 
He  had  not  praiMred  himself  with  statements  to 
prove  it,  but  lie  niaw  it  miaht  b«  chown  that  thia 
capital  was  neeeswiT — ana,  beine  now  in  exist- 
ence, be  wM  sura  it  would  be  proanQttre  of  great 
inoonrenienee  to  aboUth  it,  Ac.  With  regard  to 
the  opinion  of  the  peo]rie  of  the  Distriet  on  the 
subject  of  this  bill,  he  believed,  from  the  convetsa- 
tiona  he  had  bald  with  than  on  the  ralnect,  tint 
large  majority  of  tham  ware  in  favor  oft'     '  " 


objection  to  granting  new  eharto^  fer , 

banksaashouTd  appear  neocssary.  Buihethonghl 
the  proposed  amount  too  targe ;  and,  as  the  char- 
ters of  the  present  banki  would  not  expire  until 
the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  he  oonid 
see  no  great  in&>nTenienoe  which  was  likely  to 
result  from  the  postponement  of  the  bill.  He  was 
therefore  in  favor  of  postponing  it. 

Mr.  KoriEKTBOK  was  in  favor  of  the  panaga  of 
thia  bill,  beliering  it  to  be  the  wish  of  a  la^  ma- 
jority of  the  people  of  this  Distriet  that  it  should 
pass.  With  respect  to  those  who  bad  been  so  im- 
portnnale  against  it  in  their  letters  to  Mr.  Con, 
why,  Mr.  R.  asked,  if  their  motives  were  correct 
had  they  withheld  their  names  7  Mr.  R.  assigned 
various  reasons  why,  in  his  (pinion,  the  bill  ought 
to  pass.  Jf  it  did  not  pass  at  the  present  ssssioD, 
he  said,  it  would  become  the  duty  of  the  banks  to 
call  in  their  debts,  and  thus  oppress  the  people. 
Was  the  House,  he  asked,  disposed  to  increase  the 
distress,  whicb^om  the  pressure  of  the  timeE,  the 

eiople  of  this  District  feel  in  common  with  their 
Uow-citizensl  As  to  postpone  this  bill  to  the 
next  session  would  be  to  inflict  an  ineparable  in- 
jury on  the  people  of  this  Distriet,  he  felt  himself 
bound  to  oppose  the  motion  for  postpcmement. 

Mr.  Foot  said,  if  he  believed  it  wonld  be  to  the 
interest  of  the  people  of  this  Distriet  to  extend  the 
charters  of  the  banks,  he  wnuld  vote  for  doing  eo. 
Ha  would  do  it  even  if  he  believed  it  to  be  their 
wish.  His  acquaintance  in  the  District  was  not 
extensive,  but  be  bad  not  heard  a  single  voice  in 
favor  of  the  bill.  And  why  had  not  the  voice  of 
the  people  been  heard  against  it  ?  Have  you  eTer 
heard,  said  he,  the  voice  of  the  pe^e  lused 
leth  Con.  Ist  Smb.— 68 


aesinst  a  bank  placed  in  the  midst  of  than  1  No. 
Under  such  circumsiajices  they  are  held  in  "dur- 
ance vile;"  the  banks  hold  a  rod  over  them,  and 
their  o{Hnions  are  suppressed.  His  object  was  to 
give  the  people  an  opportunity,  during  the  reeeiB, 
to  examine  this  subject  and  judge  for  themselves. 
The  amount  of  bank  capital  in  this  District  was 
excessive.  If  gentlemen  would  cast  their  eytt 
over  this  city  they  would  find  that  the  interest  of 
the  people  had  not  been  much  benefited  by  it — the 
city  being  covered  with  premature  ruins  and  half- 
finished  houses,  Ac. — which  he  attributed  to  the 
quantity  of  bank  capital  enpUiyed  in  it.  Dfo  in- 
jury, he  said,  could  result  from  a  postponement  ot 
this  subject  till  the  next  session  of  Ckingress.  It 
was  true,  ii  had  been  said,  that  some  of  the  car- 
ters would  expire  at  the  end  of  the  next  sesnon  of 
Congress.  Congress  would  no  deubt  give  (be 
bank*  mMe  time;  but  should  fotir  of  the  chuten 
be  then  permitted  to  expire,  there  would  yet  re- 
main nine  banks  in  the  District,  wiiich  he  toought 
was  quite  enough. 

Mr.  Hahbin  wu  oppoaad  to  the  postponeowit 
of  this  bill.  If,  said  ne,  the  banks  are  not  to  be 
rediaitaed,  tell  the  people  so  now.  For  what 
object  is  the  bill  to  be  postponed?    That  the  pc»- 


pU  of  the  District  may  examine  the  mbject  and 
'  ody  th«r  opinion,  bas  been  said.    How  kag, 

Hr.  H.^  has  tbis  subject  been  before  tfce  Hoose 
at  this  session?  Aboat  four  months.  In  some 
shape  or  other,  it  was  also  befuwe  Congress  at  it* 
two  last  Btastons.  Three  years  it  has  been  ^• 
tatcd.  If  this  was  not  time  enon|^  for  the  peope 
to  make  up  their  minds  on  it,  the  few  months  uf 
the  recess  would  not  afford  than  time.  This  mo- 
tion for  postponement  was  in  &ct  nothing  bat  a 
left-handed  way  of  defeatiBg  this  bill.  The  conse- 
quence of  its  success  would  be  oopression  and  min 
OD  a  large  portion  of  the  people,  and  inordinate 
nieeulationB  would  be  made,  on  tbe  other  hand,  by 
those  who  were  not  wiltiog  to  give  their  names  to 
tbe  gentleman  trom  Gearsia,  (Mr.  Cobb.)  Men 
may  M  able  to  pay  what  uey  owe  by  selling  theit 
|n<qierty;  but  when  all  are  sdlwa  and  none  are 
D^^ra,  property  must  be  sacrificed  at  least  fifty 
-**  "CHI.  below  its  value — and,  in  a  few  years,  in< 

.  of  this  city  lookiDg  like  an  assemblage  of 
ruins,  as  one  genttnnau  had  said  of  it,  we  sball 
hardly  be  able  to  find  where  it  is.  Hr.  H.  said  he 
had  not  been  long  aci^nainted  with  the  city ;  but, 
since  he  had  known  it,  it  bad  greatly  improved, 
and  he  hoped  before  long  to  see  it  as  splendid  a 
city  as  the  capital  of  a  commercial  ana  anicnl- 
toiai— and,  as  the  gentleman  from  Peimsylrania 
(Mr.  Balowim)  would  have  it,  manufactaring 
country  ought  to  be.  If  this  were  a  question,  in 
the  fiist  instance,  whether  these  banks  diould  be 
chartered,  he  should  vote  against  it  If  it  were  a 
question  whether  a  bank  should  be  chartered  with- 
in tbe  United  Slates,  he  should  vote  against  it 
But  that  was  not  the  qnestioa.  These  banks  have 
been  chart^ed,  some  of  th^m  twenty  years;  the 

nerce  and  business  of  the  District  is  predi- 
cated on  this  amount  of  bank  capital.  If  it  were 
abolished,  min  must  follow.  This  capital  vras 
BOt,  he  said,  confined  to  the  Distriet,  but  extended 
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it>  benefits  to  the  Qeighboring  counties  of  Virginia 
and  Maryland.  Capital,  be  said  further,  would 
tegiolate  ilsdf ;  and  no  apprehension  need  be  enter- 
tained that  more  capital  would  be  employed  in 
banking  than  could  be  profitably  employed. — 
Again:  Mr.  H.  said  be  was  in  favor  of  recbarter- 
ing  these  banks  for  a  political  consideration.  He 
had  been  opposed  to  chartering  the  Bank  of  Ibe 
United  States — he  thought  it  too  great  an  engine 
of  fowa — a  great  tnammolh,  which,  at  some  day 
or  other,  would  trample  under  foot  tne  liberties  of 
the  country.  As  long  aa  this  was  in  operation,  be 
would  keep  in  being  tBese  banks — which  Congren 
had  undoubted  power  to  do — wittiin  the  District 
of  Columbia ;  and,  as  long  as  they  continued  spe- 
cie payments,  they  would  forma  sort  of  counlei^ 
«Drrent  to  the  OTCrwhelming  influence  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  Let  every  other  bank 
in  the  country  be  destroyed,  and  we  are  bound 
hand  and  foot  at  the  attar  of  this  stupendous  in< 
stitution.  There  was,  in  the  charter  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  Stales,  he  said,  a  clause  providing 
that  Congress  should  not,  during  its  existence,  in- 
corporate any  new  bank.  Let  tnese  banks,  tnen, 
snid  Mr.  H.,  go  out  of  existence,  and  the  power  of 
oounteiacting,  in  any  degree,  the  influence  of  the 
Bonk  of  the  United  States  has  passed  out  of  your 
bands  forever.  With  respect  to  the  sense  of  the 
people,  Mr.  U.  said,  be  had  corresponded  and  con- 
TCTsed  with  many  persoos  in  the  Disirict  on  the 
■nbiect,  and  he  bad  never  heard  a  single  objection 
to  this  bill ;  but,  as  far  as  it  had  been  spoken  of,  it 
had  been  thought  the  best  plan  for  rechartering 
the  banks. 

Mr.  Mehcer  spoke  to  the  question  regarding 
the  puUic  opinion,  and  stated  various  facts  to 
show  that  from  Alexandria  there  was  evidence 
that  a  large  majority  of  the  poputalton  was  iu 
bvor  of  the  bill;  that  from  Oturgetown  n 
whisper  of  disapprobation  had  been  beard ; 
that  from  WashinKton  he  bad  heard  but  one 
sentient  voice  on  the  snbiecL  With  regard  to  the 
observation  of  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut, 
that,  if  the  charters  of  four  banks  were  suffered 
expire,  there  would  yet  remain  nine,  Mr.  M.  si 
it  was  specious  rather  than  solid.  This  bill  pro- 
posed^ indeed,  to  reduce  them  to  six  in  number ; 
Dnt  if  the  reduction  were  effected  by  the  [miccsa 
suggested  by  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut,  the 
whole  of  the  debtors  of  ^rticular  banks  woold  be 
oppressed  perhaps  to  ruin,  while  the  debtors  of 
other  banks  would  wholly  escape  their  fate.  Con- 
gress had  better  refuse  to  charter  any  ;  because  all 
would  then  stand  on  the  same  footing.    With  re- 

rto  the  suppmed  oppression  of  tne  people  by 
banks,  was  it  oppression,  Mr.  M.  asked,  for 
the  creditor  to  indulge  the  debtor  1  Such  was 
the  course  of  the  banks,  and  which  the  postpone- 
ment of  this  bill  will  compel  tbem  to  change. 
The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  had  talked  about 
the  ruins  s^vead  over  this  city.  Now,  Mr.  M. 
undertook  to  say,  that  there  was  no  ruin  in  this 
city  but  what  tnat  gentleman's  predecessors  had 
made.  In  passing  daily  between  the  Capitol  and 
bis  lod^ngs  in  Oeorgetownj  he  had  noticed  but 
one  ruin,  and  that  was  the  nun  of  the  building  in 


which  the  War  Office  had  been  placed,  and  con- 
sumed by  fire  twenty  years  ago.  He  knew  of  no 
other  rums  in  (he  city,  except  one  which  arose 
from  the  improvident  speculations  of  an  individ- 
ual attempting  to  build  housea  be  was  not  able  to 


e  the  1 


Mr.  MoaELEY  spoke  against  the  pc 
He  should  not  have  risen,  he  said,  but  Vor  Ibe  re- 
marks of  his  colleague  and  the  gentleman  ftom 
Oeorgia,  one  of  whom  could  see  nothing  but 
hucksters'  shops  in  the  city,  and  the  other  nothing 
but  the  ruins  of  Carthage.  He  then  made  a  bri^ 
statement  of  the  extent  of  the  commerce  of  this 
Disirict;  the  purport  of  which  was,  that  the  ex- 
ports from  the  District  wen  double  the  amount  o( 
(he  exports  from  the  State  of  Connecticut,  and 
that  thev  were  greater  in  amount  than  those  of 
five  of  tne  States  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  LivEBMOBB  was  opposed  to  the  posipon»- 
ment,  but  was  also  opposed  to  the  bill.  He  did 
not  believe  it  could  be  at  all  necessary  to  have  a 
hank  capital  of  six  millions  of  dollars  m  a  district 
of  the  extent  of  this,  consisting  of  several  small 
towns  or  villages,  which,  put  ^em  tt^ether,  did 
not  amount  to  a  very  targe  trading  town.  The 
adjoining  country  was  not  very  extensive,  how- 
ever fertile,  and  however  respectalile  the  people. 
He  would  act  upon  this  lull,  he  said^s  if  be  were 
a  member  of  a  legislature  for  this  District ;  and 
in  that  view,  he  could  never  consent  to  vote  for  it. 
In  the  course  of  some  other  obserYations  against 
the  bill,  he  enumerated  the  uses  which  the  people 
of  theDisirict  had  for  money,  to  pay  their  judicial 
expenses,  &c.,  and,  in  this  city,  be  added,  they 
wanted  money  to  keep  the  ragged  boys  and  girls 
from  the  doors  of  the  Capitol,  importuning  all  who 
passedin  and  out,  to  the  disgrace  of  the  District,  &«. 

Mr.  Keht  next  spokeagainit  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  (he  i»u.  If  that  motion  prevailed,  it 
would  destroy  the  credit  of  the  banks  within  this 
District,  and  would  be  the  signal  of  oppression  to 
the  peo^e.  But,  it  had  been  said,  that  the  United 
States'  Bank  would  furnish  capiol,  if  the  Hooae 
would  consent  to  put  down  the  nanu  proposed  to 
be  re-chartered  by  the  bill  before  us.  The  United 
Slates'  Bank,  Mr.  K.  said,  has  not  the  capital  to 
spare.  Ii  has  been  engaged  for  some  time  in  redo- 
cing  its  discounts ;  curtail,  curtail,  is  the  cry  from 
every  part  of  the  country.  Had  the  mother  bonk 
capital  to  part  with,  it  would  have  sent  more  of  it 
here,  where  its  business  has  been  conducted  in  a 
correct,  satisfactcwy,  and  profilaUetnanner.  And, 
as  highly  as  he  respected  the  talents  and  integrity 
of  the  gentleman  who  presided  over  that  inatitn- 
tion,  he  feared,  from  the  mismanagement  of  its 
early  administration,  it  would  be  some  time  before 
it  will  be  able  to  furnish  capital  for  every  part  of 
thecountry.  But,said  he,  what  is  tbefaet?  You 
have  a  branch  here,  with  what  capital  the  motbtt 
bank  can  conveniently  part  with,  and,  notwith- 
standing tbatand  the  nuinber  of  banks  now  in  ex- 
btencebere,  there  is  one  bank,  if  no  more,  within 
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this  Diiirict,  tbat  is  al  this  time  irannctug  a 
business  as  beneficial  (o  ihe  commUDil^,  a(  least 
that  part  of  it  wiihtn  its  sphere,  and  as  adran- 
tageous  to  its  stockholders,  as  atiy  local  back  in 
the  United  States:  and  is  it  possible  that  this  House 
will  consent  to  put  down  an  institution  thus  sit- 
uated, to  make  the  prople  of  this  District  depen- 
dent upon  a  foreign  institution,  with  the  directors 
of  whom  they  have  no  acquaintBi)ee,of  whom  they 
have  no  knowledge,  and  who  hare  not  a  common 
interest  with  ibem  in  the  property  and  prosperity 
of  the  placel  For  one,  I  should  be  unwilling  to 
make  my  immediate  constitQcnts,  if  they  wanted 
bank  capital,  dependent  on  a  distant  corporation 
for  it,  who  could  grant  or  withhold  it  at  pleasure; 
and  I  am  equally  uawilling  to  impose  upon  this 
unrepresented  people  any  measnre  that  1  should 
resist  being  extended  to  those  I  represent.  The 
capita)  of  six  millions  of  dollars,  Mr.  K.  said,  was 
provided  for  this  District  in  the  charter  granted  by 
Congress  to  the  United  States'  Bank,  and  he  could 
not  suppose  it  reprehensible 


I  apportioned  for  them.  Again ;  those  who 
T^t  their  money  in  bank  capital  expect  something 
in  lelum  for  it ;  and,  if  it  is  not  wanting,  it  will 
yieldnoprofit,  and  they  will  withdmw  it,  for  which 
the  bill  provides.  But  a  much  lai^er  capital  can 
he  employed  in  this  District  than  gentlemen  sup- 
pose. The  cities  within  it  are  all  young,  and  large 
stuns  are  required  to  build  bouses  and  bridges,  and 
make  roads,  Ktreets,  and  canals;  and  the  export 
trade  of  the  District  amounts  to  upwards  of  two 
millions.  Probably,  Mr.  K.  said,  the  bill  was  as 
satisfactow  as  the  committee  could  make  it ;  a  con- 
vention of  the  banks  of  the  District  recommended, 
at  the  last  session,  the  reduction  of  the  banks  to 
two  in  each  city,  and  that  part  of  Ihe  bill  which 
related  to  the  City  bf  Washington  was  a  transcript 
from  the  bill  of  last  year.  Most  of  the  banks  men- 
tioned in  the  bill  were  in  existence  al  the  same  time 
as  the  old  United  States'Bankjwhich  had  a  branch 
here,  and  which  did  a  good  business,  and,  he  was 
told,  wound  up  without  loss,  and  that  too  among 
a  people  who  are  said  to  have  no  profitable  em- 

Soyment  for  bank  capital;  and,  if  they  hove,  they 
ire  always  had  too  much.     This  fact  established 
the  contrary. 
'   Mr.  SiHKiNa  said,  until  we  bad  other  data  ' 


go  upon,  and  a  different  ejperience  from  that  of 
every  day,  he  must  believe  tnat  the  senti 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia  respecting 


issues  of  bank  paper  were  not  so  wild 
penred  to  apprehend  them  to  be.  What,  he  asked, 
bad  caused  the  pecuniary  distress  of  the  country, 
but  the  excess  oi  banking  capital,  which  it  was 
now  proposed,  as  far  as  r^ards  this  District,  to  re- 
charter  and  continue  in  operation  1  The  present 
necessities  of  the  people  might  call  for  it,  but  the 
tiltimate  effect  of  such  a  measure  must  be  to  de- 
preciate the  value  of  property,  &,c.  The  process 
of  collection  of  debts  due  lo  the  banks  mwhl,  he 
«aid,  pinch  the  debtors  at  this  day:  but,  as  l^sla- 
tcss  for  them,  it  became  Congress  to  legislate  not 
tot  their  nunnentary  but  (heir  permanent  interest. 
It  TBS  farcical,  he  said,  to  talk  of  six  millions  of 


capital,  when  there  was  not  a  third  of  the  amount 
in  specie.  Nay,  he  asked,  did  any  gentleman  be- 
lieve there  was  a  million  of  dollars  in  the  vaults 
of  the  banks  of  the  District?  And  was  it  sound 
policy  to  incorporate  institutions  with  capitab 
amounting  to  six  millions,  when  it  is  known  that 
ihev  cannot  produce  more  than  half  a  million  of 
dollars  in  specie — perhaps  not  more  than  three 
hundred  thousand.    Mr.  S.  contended  tbat  itwaa 


a  foundation  of  specie.  Sec.  It  was  generally  ad- 
milted,  Mr.  S.  went  on  to  argue,  thai  Consreas 
had  the  power  to  regulate  the  currency  of  the 
country.  Would  it  be  doing  so  to  pass  this  bill? 
Would  it  not  rather  be  the  means  of  disordering 
the  currency  f  tn  reply  to  the  argument,  that 
nearly  this  amount  had  been  used  advantageonsly 
for  twenty  years,  Mr.  S.  said,  that  would  appear 
more  sa  tbfactorily  when  all  the  debts  to  the  banka 
should  be  called  in.  He  knew  tbat,  in  proportion 
as  men  could  get  money,  they  would  run  in  debt. 
It  was  hnman  nature  lo  do  so.  But,  said  he,  let 
the  debts  due  lo  the  banks  be  paid  off,  and  see  whe- 
ther the  people  will  be  in  the  houses  they  have 
built — see  wnether  they  are  the  true  owners — aee 
whether  the  interest  of  the  people  has  been  pro- 
moted by  the  numerous  banks.  Mr.  S.  said  not ' 
They  might  indeed  give  a  facility  to  borrowmoncr, 
but  it  was  this  very  facility  which  the  House  onght 
not  to  sanction.  He  was  disposed  to  allow  to  the 
District  not  more  than  one  bank  in  each  of  the 
three  towns,  with  a  reasonable  capital ;  bat  be  wtia 
not  disposed  lo  grant  charters  for  this  enormous 
fictitious  capital.  He  was  not  for  postponement, 
though  against  the  bill,  because  hewished  the  peo- 
ple to  understand  now  what  they  might  expect 

Mr.  Cook  called  upon  gentlemen  to  reflect  what 
they  were  about  to  vote  Tor — for  a  bill  for  incor- 
porating within  this  District  six  banks  with  a  cap- 
ital of  a  million  of  dollars  each.  He  requested 
tbem  also  to  examine  the  details  of  the  bill.  The 
charters  of  the  present  banks  were  referred  to,  as 
containing  the  rules  by  which  the  new  banks 
should  be  ^verned.  Pew  gentlemen,  hepresiuMd, 
had  exammed  these  rules ;  and,  for  himself,  he  was 
not  prepared  to  vote  for  the  bill  until  they  were 
exhibited.  He  was  opposed  to  this  bill,  because  it 
proposed  too  large  an  amount  of  bank  capital  for 
this  District,  and  the  effect  of  which,  within  this 
District,  was  not  confined  to  the  District  The 
lavish  effusion  of  paper  currency  within  Ihe  DIs-  ' 
trici,  had  the  effect  to  enhance  ihe  price  of  every 
article  of  lif&  and  thus  to  compel  Congress  to  in- 
crease Ihe  salaries  of  the  public  officers,  dec^  and 
tax  Ihe  pockets  of  the  people  of  the  United  Slates 
generally.  After  some  other  remarks,  he  said,  he 
was  in  favor  of  extending  the  present  charters  of 
these  banks  to  give  them  lime  to  wind  up  their  busi- 
ness ;  and  should  vote  against  the  postponement, 
in  the  hope  of  an  amendment  being  made  to  that 
effect. 

Mr.  McCoT  would  not  vote  for  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  bill :  but  be  was  not  in  faTor 
of  the  bill  in  its  present  shape.  Six  millions  of 
capital,  he  said,  could  not  be  necessary  to  do  tha 
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3obody  had  any  interest  w  cod- 
ceru  iu  these  banks  but  the  people  of  this  Distiicl. 
For  one,  he  declared  hehad  no  confidence  in  these 
hanl^s.  He  hiid  hoped  some  gentleman  would  have 
told  the  House  bow  some  of  these  banks  bad  twin- 
died  the  people.  The  paper  of  one  of  these  banks, 
he  said,  had  been  at  from  ten  to  twenty  pei  cent, 
discount  for  eodib  months;  and,  when  Coogiess 
assembled,  was  at  eight  per  cent,  discount  By 
this  bill,  the  Franklin  Bank  was  permitted  fire 
years  to  wind  up  its  concerns.  Mi.  M,  said  he  was 
willing  to  allow  all  the  banks  the  same  time.  The 
papei  of  the  Fianklin  Bank,  he  said,  was  now  at 
fifty  per  cenL  discount.     Those  persoiu  who  sold 


of  the  banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  Some 
of  these  banks,  he  said,  had  been  very  badly 
managed ;  and  he  was  not  willing  to  give  them 
six  millions  of  capital  for  twenty  years.  If  ibe 
amount  of  capital  had  been  lessened  in  the  same 
pioportion  as  the  mimbei  of  the  banks,  he  should 
have  voted  for  the  bill.  Three  btrnkB  with  a  mil- 
lion of  capital  each  would  be  abundantly  sufficient 

Mr.  Rbe*  then  delivered  his  sentiments  a^inst 
the  ntotion  to  postpane,  and  in  &VDr  of  the  hill,  at 
soma  length.  If  other  banks  in  the  States  were  to 
be  put  down,  he  said,  let  the  District  banks  also  be 
Dot  down.  But  he  saw  no  reason  for  potting  them 
down  exclusively,  to  the  great  prejudice,  and  in- 
deed to  the  uttei  ruin  of  the  District,  &c. 

The  question  to  postpone  the  bill  was  then 
taken,  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive; For  the  postponement  45,  against  it  109,  as 
follows : 

Tin — M«Hn.  A]«»nd«r,  Areher  of  Virfii  _ 
Bronn,  Buffiim,  Satw<11,  Campbell,  Clsgett,  CliA, 
Cobb,  Onwfbrd,  Eilwicds  of  North  Csrolioa,  T»j, 
Flojd.  Foot,  Ford,  Forrest,  Gtrartt,  Gron  nf  Penn- 
Qlvauik,  Bsll  of  Msw  York,  Hall  of  Delawan,  Hall 
<tf  North  CsroliDB,  Herrick,  HtwtcttPt,  Jonca  ofVir- 
finia.  Idttk,  Lion,  Madaj,  McLean  of  KentDck;. 
Metcalt  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  MortMi,  Patteimn,  PbU< 
•oit,  Btnkin,  Ron,  Bampson,  8«1U*,  Bhaw,  Sloan, 
B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Slrong  of  Vermont,  Tarr,  T;ler, 
and  Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

Nits — Msisri.  Abbot,  Ailinii,  Allen  of  Hasaacbu- 
MtU,  Allen  of  New  York,  Allen  of  Tenneaiee,  Archer 
of  Uar;I>ad,  BsJier,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbonr.  BalBmsn, 
Bajl;,  Beeclier,  BlootnSelil,  Bodsn.  Brumh,  Brjan, 
Cate,  Cook,  Crafts,  Cronell,  Cnlbreth,  Culpeper, 
CnstiinBO,  Colhbert,  Darlington,  Daiidion.  Denniaon, 
Dewilt.  Dickinson,  Eddy,  Edwardi  of  Cannecttcut, 
Ervin,  Piaher,  Polgei,  Fullerton,  Grou  of  New  York, 
Hardin,  HatiTd.  Hemphill,  Hendricki,  Hibsbman, 
Heieter,  Hill,  Holmei,  Hooks,  Joitea  of  Tennaaaee, 
Kendall,  Kent,  Kinaej,  Kinaley,  Livermore,  Lowndea, 
Ljman,  McCoj,  McCreiry,  McLsne  of  Detaware, 
MaUary,  Marcband,  Mason.  Meech.  Meiga,  Merear, 
Honell,  Moaelej,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Maaaa- 
chnaelta,  Ntlaon  of  Virginia,  Newton,  OTsratreet, 
Parker  of  Manacbuaett*.  Parker  of  Virginia,  Pin^- 
■ej,  Piodall,  Pitcher,  Plamer,  Reed,  Rhea,  Hich, 
Bichinls,  Richmond,  RoberUon,  Bogem,  Sanjei,  Ser- 
geant, Bimhlna,  lilocumb,  Bmiih  of  New  Jeraey,  Smith 


of  Mvjland,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Btevena,  Street, 
Strong  of  New  York,  Swearingan,  Taylor,  TerreU, 
Tomlinson,  Tompkins,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of 
South  Carolina,  VsD  Renaselaer,  Walker,  WalUce, 
Warfield,  Wendovtr,  Whitman,  Willums  of  Viiginis, 
and  Wood. 

So  the  bill  was  not  postponed. 

Mr.  SuiKiNs  then  moved  to  recommit  the  hill| 
with  instructions  to  the  committee  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  establish  three  banks,  with  a  capital  not  ex- 
ceeding  one  million  each,  one  in  Wasnington,  ooa 
in  Georgetown,  and  one  in  Alexandria. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Mebcbk,  and 
su^oited  by  Mr.  Simkihs.  , 

The  question  was  taken  on  it,  and  the  presiding 
officer  counted  73  votes  for  the  motion,  and  72 
against  it,  pronouncing  the  motion  carriel. 

A  second  count  was  called;  and  it  was  then 
ordered  that  the  question  be  taken  by  yeas  «nd 
nayi. 

Mr.  Wakpibld  delivered  an  animated  appeal  to 
the  House  against  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Sim Kixa. 

Mr.  Mercbb  followed,  also  in  oppoHlion  to  lb? 
motion,  with  his  usual  zeal  for  what  he  believed 
to  be  the  interest  of  the  District 

Mr.  LiTTLB  moved  to  add  to  the  instructioss  ft 
provision  requiring 

"  That  the  namai  of  tha  praaidanta  and  direolAra  of 
aajd  banks  voting  lor  eadi  and  nerj  dividend  made 
and  declared  by  them  napecttvaly,  ahalt  be  recorded 
in  booki  kept  tor  tb«  purpoaa  by  them,  at  the  lime  of 
making  or  declaringauckdividanda;  andif  made  cen- 
Iru;  to  the  proiisioDa  of  lliii  act,  the  prcaidant  and 
directors  giving  their  asaeDt  to  such  dividend  shsU  b* 
held  liible  to  their  individual  private  capacity." 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  this  amend- 
ment, it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
recommit  the  bill,  with  the  instructions  ptopoaed 
by  Mr.  Siukinb,  and  determined  in  the  negative- 
yeas  66,  nays  89,  as  follows: 

Yaia— Meaars.  Abbott,  Alexander,  Ball,  Barboar, 
Bateman,  Brown,  BuflUm,  Bnrwell,  Butler  of  New 
Hampahire,  Campbell,  Canniui,  Clagelt,  Clark,  Cobb, 
Cook,  CiaRa,  Crawford,  Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Sd- 
warda  of  North  Carolina,  Paj,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Ford. 
Forrest,  Halt  of  New  York,  Hall  of  DeUwan,  H*U 
of  North  Carolina,  Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Herrick, 
Heisler,  Hoatetler,  Jones  of  Virgiaia,  Ifiinsej,  Little, 
Linn,  Jladsy,  McCoy,  McLean  of  Keniuekj,  Het- 
cslf.  R.  Uoore,  Morton,  Murray,  Nanton,  Palteiton, 
Philson,  Plumer,  Richards,  Boas,  Sampson,  Settle, 
Shaw,  Simkins, S]Dcumb,B.Haiiifa  or  Virginia,  Sanlh- 
srd,  BtcTona,  Tarr,  Terrell,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Wal- 
lace,  Wendover,  Williama  of  Noilh  Carolina,  and 
Wood. 

Natb — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Maaanchu setts, 
Allen  of  New  Vork,  Allen  of  Tenneaaee.  Anderaon, 
Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Baker,  B«ld< 
win,  Bayly,  Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Baden,  Brnsb.  Bryan, 
Case,  Cocke,  Crowell,  Cnlbreth.  Culpeper,  Cu^man, 
Datidion.  Denniaon,  Dewitt,  Dickinaon,  Eddj,  Ed- 
wards of  Connecticut,  Errin,  Folger,  Foot,  Fuller, 
Fullerton,  Grose  of  New  York,  Groee  of  Pennayl- 
vania,  Hardin,  Haxard,  Hibehman,  Hill,  Hoimte, 
Hooka,  Jonea  of  Tenneaaee,  Kendall,  Kent,  Lowndes, 
Lymtui,  McCreary,   UcLanc  of  Delaware,  Mallaiy, 
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Mardund,  Muon,  Meecb,  Meigi,  Msrcer,  8.  Mi 
UMelsy,  Nede,  nelaon  or  MinachiiMtU,  NeiMn  of 
TirgiDii,  Ovenbeet,  Parker  of  Mwrochnietli,  Park«r 
of  Virginia,  Piaekne;,  Findall,  Piteber,  Read,  Rhm, 
Rich,  RichmoDd,  Robertaon,  Rofen,  Siw^or,  S*r- 
fBMit,  SiMm,  BlOBO,  Smith  of  New  Jertaf,  Smith  of 
UaryltDd,  Stnet,  Bttong  of  Xew  YoA,  ewetfingon, 
Taylor,  TomUnaiHi,  Tnekar  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of 
fioatb  Ctiolina,  Tjler,  Tui  Renuelaer,  Walker,  War- 
fiald,  WtBtman,  and  Williame  of  Virginia. 

So  the  House  refiised  to  recommit  ihe  bill ;  and, 
vitfaont  further  question,  the  bill  was  passed,  and 
sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurreQce. 

TuDRstiAr,  April  13. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Hoase  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  rejwrl 
of  the  Superintendent  of  indiaa  Trade,  showing 
the  amount  of  goods  furnished  annuallv,  since  the 
peace  of  1815,  to  each  Indian  trading-nouse,  with 
the  articles  reeeiyed  in  exchange  or  payment 
therefor,  together  with  an  account  of  sales  of  such 
article:!,  &c.,  made  in  obedience  to  a  lescdution  of 
this  House  J  which  letter  and  report  were  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  which  waa  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  erection 
of  a  lighthouse  on  one  of  the  Isles  of  Shoals, 
Bear  Portsmouth,  in  New  Hampshire,"  made  a  re- 
port thereon,  proposing  sundry  amendments  there- 
to, which,  together  with  the  bill,  was  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
tliat  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit :  Aa  act  to  incorporate  the  inhabtt- 
ants  of  the  City  of  Washington,  and  to  repeal  all 
acts  heretofore  passed  for  that  purpose ;  Ad  act  for 
the  relief  of  Alexaodet  Milne :  An  act  to  increase 
the  allowance  to  the  Judges  of  the  Orphans'  Court 
inthecountiesofWaahington  and  Alexandria;  An 
act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  ascertain  and  designate  certain  boundaries  ;  An 
act  to  establish  the  district  of  Pearl  Rirer;  and 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  Solomon  Prerost ; — in 
which  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  LiTERMOHE  moved  to  discharge  the  Com- 
mittees of  the  Whole  from  the  farther  considera- 
tion of  the  biQ  for  the  alteration  of  the  present 
tariff  of  duties  on  goods  imported,  with  a  view  to 
its  postponement.  Bai  the  motion  was  declared 
not  to  be  in  order  before  the  readingof  thefollow- 
inx  bill : 

Thereapon  Mr.  Babboch  moved  to  lay  that  bill 
on  the  table ;  which  motion  was  negaii^. 
NAVIGATION  BILL. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  suj^lemeDtaty  to  the 
act  "concenuDg  navigation,"  was  tfrice  read,  anil 
was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hitx,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Goitimerce. 

,  Mr.  WiLLtAHB,  of  North  Carolina,  then  moved 
to  postpone,  until  to-morrow,  (he  other  orden  of 
the  day  Receding  that  referred  to  by  Mr.  Litek- 
^ORB,  with  a  view  to  &ea  moving  to  postpone 
that  bill  until  the  next  session  of  Congress. 


In  support  of  this  motion,  Mr.  W.  said  the  sub- 
ject was  one  of  gp-eat  importance;  that  a  proper 
consideration  of  it  would  occupy  the  attention  of 
the  House  exclusively,  for  at  least  a  month,  and 
would  for  so  long  protract  the  session  beyond  the 
time  necessarily  to  be  devoted  to  the  consideration 
of  other  subjects.  The  auestion  ought,  therefore 
be  now  determined,  whether  the  House  would 
would  not  act  upon  the  subject  at  the  present 


Mr.  LowNnEs  said  he  concurred  so  fully  in  the 
ews  of  the  gentleman  ftom  North  Carolina,  that, 
if  he  now  persevered  in  his  motion,  he  should  cer- 
tainly vote  for  it.  But,  as  the  decision  of  the 
question  would  in  fact  be  a  decision  on  the  main 
question  of  the  bill  for  the  present  session,  he 
wished  the  motion  could  be  d«erred  until  to-mor- 
row, that  the  members  of  the  House  mi^ht  be  all 
aware  of  its  agitation.  Mr.  L.  said  he  did  believe 
that,  unless  it  was  passed  without  debate,  the  bill 
'n  (Question  could  not  be  acted  on  at  the  present 

Mr.  Williams,  assenting  to  the  wish  of  Mr. 
LoWNDEB^  withdrew  his  motion,  with  the  intima- 
lion  that,  if  no  one  else  moved  it,  he  should  him- 
telf  renew  the  motion  to-morrow. 

GENERAL  WILKINSON. 

The  House  took  up  and  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  General  James  Wilkiiison, 
(for  the  indemnification  of  General  W.  from  a 
judgment  obtained  a^insthimin  one  of  the  cotirts 
of  tne  State  of  Mississippi,  in  an  action  for  false 
imprisonment,  during  the  alarm  of  Burr's  con- 
qtiracyj 

Mr.  RaneIn  spoke  al  la^  in  favor  of  the  bill. 
He  took  an  historical  view  of  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  which  he  conceived  entitled  General 
Wilkinson  to  the  relief  proposed  to  be  given  to 
him  by  this  bill. 

Mr.  Robertson  ^ke  against  the  bill,  not  so 
much  with  a  view  to  the  demerit  of  the  claimant, 
as  that  its  passage  might  serve  to  Impress  the  poblic 
mind  unfavoTably  to  General  Adair,  as  supposing 
the  verdict  of  the  court  in  his  fiivor  to  have  been 
oppressive  and  umust.  Mr.  R.  took  a  brief  view 
of  the  events  of  General  Adair's  life;  he  thooght 
be  had  suffered  unjustly,  and  that  the  pass^e  of 
this  bill  might  derve,  bv  implication,  to  inflict  upon 
him  further  injury,  &c.,  and  at  a  moment,  too, 
when  he  was  a  candidate  in  his  own  State  for  the 
popular  suffrages  in  an  important  election.  Mr. 
R.  concluded  b^  moving  that  the  bill  be  })ostponed 
to  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Brdsh  followed  on  Osi  same  side  of  the 
question.  Hefaad  no  personal  knowledge,  he  said, 
of  General  Adair:  but  he  was  his  fello*  citiien, 
and,  from  all  the  evidence  he  had  seen,  he  had 
been  most  oppressively  andunjustly  dealt  by.  He 
WB9  not  witlmg,  therefore,  to  extend  the  hand  of 
the  Government,  to  take  money  from  the  Treasury 
to  indemnify  him  from  whom  General  A.  had  sus- 
tained the  injory,  Ac. 

Mr.  Shits,  of  Marjrland,  supfwrted  the  bilL 
He  allowed  all  the  merit  due  to  General  Adair, 
but  expressed  his  great  regret  that  this  bill  ^ould 
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luTe  been  supposed  to  have  ^ay  the  least 
with  his  fame,  which  it  ceit&inly  had  noL  He 
took  a  general  view  of  the  case,  the  leading  fea- 
tures of  which  were,  that  what  Oeneral  Wilkio- 
lOD  had  done,  he  had  done  ia  dischar^  of  his 
dnty ;  that  he  was  not  able  to  pay  tiuit  judgment 
against  him ;  and,  if  this  bill  did  not  para,  he  who 
had  devoted  his  whole  life  to  the  service  of  the 
country  moat,  in  his  old  age^  become  the  tenant  of 
a  prison,  because  of  his  zral  in  the  discbarge  of  his 
duty. 

Mr.  LivEBMOBB  was  in  faror  of  the  postpone- 
ment, because  he  did  not  think  Congress  were 
under  any  obligation  to  pay  the  money.  This 
question,  he  conceived,  had  nothing  to  do  with 
toe  relative  meritsof  General  Wilkinson  and  Gen- 
eral Adair,  which  he  did  not  undertake  to  canvass. 
With  regard  to  the  anests  made  under  the  orders 
of  General  Wilkinson,  be  said,  incidentally,  that 
they  savored  too  muchof  the  general  warrant,  &c. 
ana  ought  not  to  be  countenaQCed  by  any  decision 
of  Congress  to  indemnify  bim  who  made  them. 

Mr.  PiHDALL  took  the  same  ground  as  had  been 
taken  by  Mr.  Bbosb,  and  enforced  it  hy  a  variety 
of  elucidations,  that  there  was  no  evidence,  even 
had  suspicion  itself  been  imbodied  in  an  affidavit, 
wJtich  would  have  justified  the  civil  authority, 
much  less  the  military,  in  arresting  General  Adair. 
He  argued  also  that  it  was  not  the  province  of  this 
House  to  interfere  with  a  decision  of  the  supreme 
judicial  tribunal  of  a  State,  and  indemnify  those 
aeainst  whom  a  verdict  had  been  awarded.  afW 
lull  investigation,  and  with  all  the  facts  before 
them,  by  a  jury  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Cocke  opposed  the  postponement  of  the  bill, 
for  reasons  whicK  be  assigned  at  large.  Prom  the 
situation  of  the  country  at  the  time  of  the  arrest 
of  General  Adair,  it  was  necessary  that  formality 
should  be  dispensed  with,  prompt  action  being  ne- 
cessary. General  Wilkinson,  be  said,  was  on  that 
occasion  placed  in  this  situation  :  if  he  obeyed  the 
orders  he  nad  received  from  the  Executive,  a  prose- 
cution hung  over  him, and  judgment  would  follow. 
If  he  did  not  obey  them,  he  was  to  be  arrested, 
punished,  and  disgraced.     Under  these  circum- 


Mr.  Walkeb  spoke  at  some  length,  and  decided 
in  favor  of  the  bill ;  and  Mr.  Neale  also  spoke  at 
large  in  support  of  it 

Mr.  Cdlbbetb  assigned  the  reasons  why  be 
should  vote  for  the  postponement  of  the  billj  not 


of  the  judgment  was  proposed  to  be  enforced 
General  Wilkinson ;  and  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
therefore,  appeared  to  him  to  be  unnecessary. 

The  question  had  been  for  some  time  loudly 
called  for,  and  was  at  length  taken,  on  the  proposed 
postponement,  and  decided  in  the  n^;ative— 86  to 
is.  The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
»  third  reading. 
SURVIVING  REVOLUTIONARY  OFFICERS. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  following  bill ; 

Bt  it  tnatltd,  4«q  That  th«  ocwanntiiif  offlecn  of 


tbs  Treoscry  DepiTtment  be,  and  they  beroby  ue, 
dirsclad  and  isqaired  to  adjait  and  saHIa  the  daim  of 
each  and  avcry  iQrvJTing  olGcer  of  the  Army  of  the 
Bivolutiop,  who,  by  the  aeTersi  reaaliea  of  Congreaa, 
mads  on  oi  before  the  Slsl  of  October,  1780,  mtM  en- 
titled to  hair  pay  foi  life,  and  who  ahajl  tpjijfoi  sDch 

aetllement  withio naalhi  fram  the  date  of  this 

act,  by  deducting  from  the  amarige*  of  audi  half 
pay,  oonpDted  from  Ihe  TedaclioD  of  the  Army,  fiv* 
yeara  full  pay;  end  (he  baUAce  of  anch  amaitgta 
being  thus  wcertained,  «.  eertificats  ahall  iaaue  for  the 
■ame,  bearing  interest  at  Ihe  rata  of  six  per  ceoL  pel 
annam,  redeemable  at  the  pleaiore  of  th«  GoTem- 
menti  Prtmdtd,  That  if  the  whole  amount  of  the 
balance!  >d  to  ba  aicerlained  ahall  aiceed  one  million 
of  dollars,  they  shall  be  respectively  and  ral«ably  re- 
duced, BO  that  the  aggregate  of  Ihe  certificate*  lo  be 
iained  ahsll  not  be  more  than  tbe  aaidium  of  one  mil- 
lion of  dollars. 

8ec.  2.  And  he  it  further  macled.  That,  from  and 
alter  the  date  of  the  laid  certiGeate,  each  and  every 
officer  to  vrhom  it  ia  isiued  shall  be  placed  on  the  half 
pay  penaion  list  of  tbe  United  Stalea,  and  ahall  be 
entitled  to  receive  the  half  pay  in  half  yearly  pay- 
Dienta,  for  and  during  the  term  of  hi*  natural  life  ; 
ProMed,  That  if  the  aggr^ate  of  the  caid  half  pay 
ahall  exceed  forty-fiie  thouiand  dollar*  per  annum, 
the  lame  aball  b«  redoced,  by  a  rateable  deduction,  ao 
aa  not  to  amount  to  more  than  that  aom. 


of  the  bill,  and  enforced  them  with  eloquence  and 
arffument. 

Mr.  Rbea  delivered  a  speech  of  considerable 
length  against  the  bill;  when, 

A  motion  to  that  effect  having  been  made,  tbe 
question  was  taken  on  striking  out  the  first  section 
of  the  bill  and  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  a 
majority  of  about  twenty  votes. 

This  decision  (vitally  ofiecling  the  bill)  was 
reported  to  the  House;  when,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Nelson,  of  Virginia,  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  wos  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  in 
order  that  it  might  be  finally  acted  on,  in  full 
House ;  and  the  House  adjourned. 


pRiDAT,  April  H. 

Mr.  Newton, from  the  Committee  of  Commetce, 
to  which  was  committed  the  bill  from  the  Senatb 
entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled 
'An  act  concerning  navigation,"  reported  the  same 
without  amendment ;  and  the  bill  was  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  com- 
mitted the  bill  from  tbe  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
to  authorize  the  erection  of  a  light-house  on  one 
of  the  Isles  of  Shoals,  near  Portsmouth,  in  New 
Hampshire. 

Mr.  Ai-BxaNOEB  Ssitth,  from  tbe  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  to  which  was  committed  iheu- 
report  on  the  memorial  of  Nathaniel  Hall  Loring, 
Thomas  Ragland,  Charles  Rutledge  Holmes, 
Cbarlea  R.  Vining,  and  Wilson  M.  C.  Fairfax, 
late  cadets  at  tbe  Military  Academy  at  West 
Point,  reported  the  same  without  amendment.    . 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  tbe  reportjj 
when,  \ 


Digni2 


^yCoOi-^IC 


1837 


mSTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


1838 


Wapt  and  iAant. 


H.  OP  R. 


port,  and  less  so  to  the  officers  having  coarge  of 
the  academy. 

Mr.  Foot  moved  to  lay  the  report  and  amend- 
meat  on  the  (aUe — negatived. 

And  they  were  referied  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  lener 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  copies  of 
all  contracts  made  and  entered  into  by  the  Com- 
missary  Qeneral  of  Purchases,  for  (upptyiag  the 
Army  with  provisioDS,  Ac.,  rendered  in  porsuance 
of  a  resolution  of  this  House;  which  letter  and 
its  accompanying  documents  were  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  Bfeakeb  also  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Postmaster  General,  transmitting  a 
list  of  unproductive  post  routes,  for  the  year  1819 ; 
which  letter  and  list  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  RoBBHTBON  wibmitted  to  the  Hoom  the 
articles  of  compact,  made  and  entered  into  be- 
tween the  States  of  Kentacky  and  Tennessee,  in 
relation  to  the  boundary  line  between  the  said 
States ;  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  district  court  in  the  State 
of  Alabama  was  taken  up,  amended  so 
duce  the  salary  of  the  Judge  from  two  hundred  to 
one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 
The  following  bills  from  the  Senate  :- 
A  bill  to  amend  and  prolong  the  charter  of  the 
City  of  Washington  ;  a  hill  concerning  the  Or- 
phans' Court  of  the  District  of  Columbia;  a  bill 
to  authorize  the  survey  of  the  boundary  line  be- 
tween the  States  of  Indiana  and  Illinois ;  a  bill  to. 
estaUish  the  collection  district  of  Pearl  river,  (Mis- 
sissippi ;)  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Solomon  Pro- 
vost ;  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  Milne ; 
were  severally  twice  read,  and  referred  to  various 
committees. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Qeneral 
James  Wilkinson  (appropriating  $3,000  to  indem- 
nify him  from  a  certain  judgment  obtained  acainsl 
him  by  General  John  Adair)  was  read  a  third  time 
and  passed  by  a  vote  of  70  to  54,  and  was  sent  to 
the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  per- 
sons  holding  certain  unlocated  claims  to  land  in 
the  State  of  Illinois;  the  object  of  which  was  ex- 
plained by  Mr.  Campbell,  and  the  bill  was  re- 
Sried  to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
:  a  third  reading. 

WAYS  AND  MEANS. 
Mr.  SuiTB,  of  Maryland,  from  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred  so  much 
of  tne  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  ses- 
sion, as  relates  to  the  subject  of  Revenue,  made  a 
detailed  report  thereon,  accompanied  by  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
borrow  two  millions  of  dollars,  and  for  other  pur- 
poaes ;  which  bill  was  committed,  with  the  said 


report,  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 

blate  of  the  Union.    The  report  is  as  follows: 
Ths  Committee  of  Wtjs  ind  Meini,  to  whom  hu 

Imn  rtlemi  so  mnch  at  the  President's  Mesnge  a* 

relstu  to  ths  revenue  of  tha  United  Slalei,  rcipect- 

fnlly  snbmit  the  following  report ; 

Tb*  lolil  net  receipts  into  the  Traasniy,  during  the 
year  1819,  were   -  -        -$34,813,419  0» 

The  payments  from  the  Treunry,  du- 
ring that  jeu,  smannted  to  -        -    21,044,668  77 


«767,BS0  as 


of  Ike  IVeosury,  Public  Saienat,  and  Appro- 
ttiant  made  for  the  lervtce  of  tAe  t/ear  1830. 

The  smontit  of  mooej  in  ths  Tressuiy,  on  the  1st 

diy  of  Jsnuuj,  iocladiag  the  Mcond  initalment 

from  the  bank  of  COO.OOO  doUan,  paid  that  day, 

ws« »3,64a,S8S  87 

From  which  the  following  dedncttons 

most  be  made,  to  wit : 
lit.  Special  ileponlea  of 

nole«  of  binki  which 

witi  not  be  iTiilable 

daring    the    piewnt 

year,    bnt    raost    of 

which,  it  is  believed, 

willaltimstelf  bepaid  9010,876  fiO 
2d.  Amounts  remaining 

to  be  paid  of  the  Loa- 

iaiana    stock,   nhicli  '< 

was  payable  in  1818 

and  ISIO.andnotyet 

demiiided         -        -  1,046,117  42 
3d.  Other  claims  on  the 
1B19,    mnd  Hot 


then 

ofthebalancedi 
CommliiionerB  of  thi 
Sinking  Fund 
ToUl 


the 


Sd^FUBLIC  BiviHca  roB  1880 

Cuitoma,  (a>  eatimaled 
at  ths  Treaimy,)      -   919,000,000 


ties 


and  d 


Initalment  due  by  the 
United  Sutes  Bank  - 
Inddental  receipt* 
Dividend  from  the  Uni- 
ted States  Bank  will 
probably  be  6  par  cenL 
certainly  4  per  cent. 


lit.  Permanent  appropriations — 
For  the  Sinkbe  Fund   9)0,000,000 


^yCoOl^lc 


1839 


HI8T0RT  OF  OOKOKBBS. 


1840 


H.OPR. 


April,  ISM. 


Bion(1iloTST  •  010,000,000 
Grkdnml  locruaa  of  the 

NiTj       -        -        -  1,000,000 

ArminB  the  mUitia  -  300,000 
AnDnitief    to    ladiiDr 

under  tieXiea  -  -  U9,72& 
TVadiiiE-liotiiei  nitU  the 

tndwiu    •        -        -  19,360 

CiriliMtion  of  Indiam  10,000 


$11,STS,976 
3d>  TempoTiTj  upeDditnr«a  kgree- 

Mj  U>  ■ppropruliom,  to  wit ; 
For  Ibe  Miric*  of  the 

Nat;  ■  ■  .  $S,53e,940 
For  the  Militsrr  E«tab- 

liihmeitt-  -  -  S,110,UO 
CItU  and  Dipkautic  -  3,106,444 
PvUh  baiidingi  -        -  333,010 

Print*  clunu,  Mtimk- 

Ud  at      -        -        -  60,000 


1S,187,B«0 
Foi  paymant  of   iwo- 

tbiida  of  Iha  Miinaup- 

pi  itock,  to  ba  paid  b; 

order  of  the  CommU- 

aiooen  of  the  Sink- 
ing Fnnd,  on  the  I6lh 

of  Ma7  next  -  -  l.SS&^S  SO 
knetngm  in  the  De- 

partmantof  the  Navy, 

BgTMabl;  to  tba  act 

pataad  Dacambar  laat, 

•moont  drawn  aobaa- 

qucnt  to  lat  Jasuarj     448,060  DO 

1,683,800  SO 


Total  amoimtof  eipen- 
ditarsi  aQlborlied  bj 
UwforlBSO    -        .34,399,164  30 


And  a^  fA«  Sinking   Fund  for  tht 

year  1630: 
Aanual  appiopiialioQ  -   $10,000/100 
Pajable  by  tha  Traaan- 

tj  thereont: 
Bcudna  of  iha  Looiai- 


tbia  ;eat  -  -  3,316,4SS  77 

Six  par  ceDl.  atonk        •  80,000 

Raimbaraamant  of  Iha 

dafamd  atock  •  -  603,1H  M 
Ilrtaraat  of  tha  funded 

dabtipajablathiajaar        4,9U,S4S 

7,TU,E03  71 


LaaTing  an  actual  dafidt  of  funda  to 
naet  tho  axpenditurai  aathoriied 
bj  law,  br  1810,  of  -        •   91,483,001  66 


fortfaar  anbnit  "An  eatimata  of  the 
raoalpla  and  aipenditaraa  for  tha  year  1891,  (bandad 
on  information  reeoivad  from  tha   aararal  Diqwrt- 

l«t.  RutipU. 

Cuatoma      -  -    016,000,000 

Land  ■        •        .        .       8,000,000 

Arreaia  of  direct  tax 
and  inumal  duliea    -  SSO.OOO 

I&ddantal  racaipta  60,000 

Diridand  from  Iha  Uni- 
ted Statra  Bank,  ail 
per  cant.  -  -  410,000 

•  18,730,000  00 


Pennanant,  to  wit : 

ferr«d  stock      - 

0984,083  08 

iBlemt  on  tha  ftuidad 

debt        -        -        - 

4,778,737  68 

GradaaliDcraaaaoftba 

NaTj        -        .        - 

1,000,000  00 

Arming  tha  wUhta       • 

300/HW  00 

Annoit?  to  IndiaiM     • 

148,736  00 

dUna       - 

19,360  00 

10,000  00 

0,686,746  76 

Tentponrj,  ajfreeaWy 
to  the  amount  of  Ibe 
MTiral  appropriation 
bilU  for  1831   -        - 19,337,880  00 

To  which  nnit  be  ad- 
ded tba  anionnt  of 
tmaipended  bataneei 
in  tha  banda  of  tha 
Tiaaauier,  and  wUch 
waa  apphed  to  the  ex- 
penditure of  tha  year 
1830 


368,164  DO 


From  which  appropria- 
liona  Ibt  )  830,  there 
may  ba  deducted  the 
following  itama,nhieh 
win  not  ba  required 
Ibr  1831,  and  the  parte 
of  ttcmi,  which  are 
either  unneceaaary, 
or  may,  witboat  in- 
jary    to    the    pubhc 


B,  be  a 


wit: 


Arrearagea  prior  to  1818, 
for  Military  Academy 

Arraaragei  - 

Balf-pay  penaiona  to 
wiJowa  and  oridnBa 
(paitj       -       -       - 

Bamlutionaiy  penaiona 

Balancei  due  certain 
Statea      - 

Taking  the  eeoaDa 

Cnmberland  toad 

Holding  of  Indian  trca- 


350,000 
240,000   • 
141,000 
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Claim*  of  the  inhabi- 
tuiti  of  tha  late  pniT- 
inceof  WcftFloridi 

FajntaDt*  for  oolituid- 
ing  d«b«QUTM  for 
intarnal  dntiM  - 

Balancfl  due  H.  Poiie; 
mad  M.  da  Vionne   - 

FortifiMtioiu     %- 


Vedaet  Ui«r«(toDi  for 
ezpenditnni  that  m>y 
bs  reqairtd  foi  tha 
■emce  of  tha  jeir 
lasi.andirhiekctii- 
not  be  forcieen  -  8U,7S0 

cbtiYed  im  tha  yMr 
ISSO,  and  nhkb,  it 
ii  belie*ed,  will  not  ba 
raquitad  for  tha  yemr 
tS81  •  1,600,000  00 


£>tiiiiate  of  sspenditDre 

for  tha  jear  18S1      •  1S^S,77&  76 
Eslimated  eioCM  of  »- 

caipb    over  the  ai- 

peudittuM  of  tha  yemr 

1831  -        •    1,037;230  34 


-  tlB,720,00a  00 


The  comnltte*  *Im>  aabinit :  ThU  ao  put  of  tha 
|irindpal  of  Ae  fanded  debt  become*  njraUa  nntU 
the  jttx  18SS,  exeept  tb*  oantial  raiBDiDBemiitt  of 
the  deferred  liodt;  ud  they  preaent  the  Mtowiog 
Tien  of  the  (omi  annaaUr  reimbnTMblo  on  the  pub- 
lic fonded  debt,  for  tbe  yaais  ieS6,  ISSA,  1S«7,  and 
1828,  to  wit : 
Year  ISSe.nxpetcODl. 

■lock,  par  Mt  of  Mib 

Maidi,  IBIS  -  •»B,lB7,00e44 
Do.  do.  Sih  JDl7  •  S,>«8,874  00 
Do.      Troaaury    notaa, 

foadad  per  a«t  Mth 

Fabraaij,  181S        -  MlS.DtS  «1 


I83S,aiz  per  canL  atodc, 

per  act  of  8lh  Fabra- 

aiT,  1118  -  16,63I,1M« 

Do.  do.  Anfnit  S,  do.   e,83B,S3S  30 

1837,  iix  per  caol.  itook, 

paractofMfhMarrii, 

18M 
lSS8,do.do.Har.8,'lS 


89,SS7,368  84 


Tbo  committee  further  itaU  that,  Crom    the    Irt  of 
JaonatT,  1801,  to  the  l*t  of  Januaij,  1808,  inolu- 

■iie,  there  vm  redaemad  of  tha  principal  of  tha 

public  debt,  tbgaam  of-        -  -»S3,3&7,841  10 

And  betwaan   the    lat  of 
JaDaarv,  1817;  and  Ihi 

litJui.,'SO,ihaMinof         -  -m,08a.7M  17 


An  act  pasMd  on  tha  8d  March,  1B17,  "to  provide 
lor  the  redenptieii  of  the  public  debt."  ThatactTeila 
in  the  Commimionera  of  the  Sinkini;  Fund  the  aom  of 
tan  roitlioDB  of  dollita,  to  be  applied  jearly  faj  them  (o 
tha  pajmeni  of  the  intareat  and  charge*,  and  to  tha 
raimbnraemani  or  parcbaaa  of  the  public  debt;  and 
proTidea  Ihat  tha  aaid  annoil  approprialion  atiall  be 
paid  from  the  proceeds  of  the  dQlJeg  on  morehandiie, 
the  tonnage  of  Tcaaali,  internal  doties,  and  ealei  of 
Wettem  landii.  Although  tbataclUnolconnderadas 
■  pledge  of  ihoce  fbndi,  yet  il  ia  nndaratood  at  the 
Treaiurj  that  the  approprialioQ  for  the  Sinking  Fund 
haa  a  piaferance  oter  every  alher,  and  matt  (tf  rt- 
qnired  by  the  Commiaaionen)  be  flnt  paid.  Tha  doen- 
mnita  belbre  the  Hoaie  afaov  that  there  ia  no  part  of 
the  priodpal  of  tha  pnblic  debt  payable  during  the 
yrart  ISCI,  1822,  1838,  1834,  except  the  TeimbarM- 
mont  of  the  deferred  atock. 

The  Sinking  Fund  can  operate,  of  courae,  dnring 
thoae  year*  only  io  manner  foliowing,  (nnleaa  the 
United  States  Block  ahould  be  porchued  at  par,)  to 

1891,  intareat  and  raimbunementpay- 

aUe  Ihi)  year        -        -        -        •  «6,S07,770  76 

1823,            do.            do.            do.    -  6,307,770  76 

1833,            do.            do.            do.    -  5,307,770  7G 

I8»t,  do.  do.  do.  ■  S,0S3,136  34 
Aod  for  Ih*  preaent  year  of  1830,  aa 

already  ataled        ....  7,711,603  71 


Total  of  actual  demand  on  the  fund  .$38,667,041  13 
LeBTing  the  mm  of  $31,34S,06e  77  for  iboaeyean 
which  cannot  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  tbe  priuci- 
pal  of  the  debt  in  any  otbei  nay  than  by  puiofaaaa. 
No  purchaae  can  be  made,  agreeably  to  the  act,  anJeaa 
tb*  lama  can  be  eSected  at  or  under  par.  Tha  preaeol 
market  value  of  the  United  3latea  iiz  per  cant,  atock 
ii  kuown  to  be  three  and  a  half  to  fom  and  a  half  par 
canL  above  par,  and  it  ii  beliived  will  continna  tdMfO 

Ear  during  tha  years  1821  and  1B3S,  and  perhap* 
inger.  Under  thoae  ciicumtlanoea  it  i*  ■nbmilted, 
whether  it  ia  not  mora  Ibi  the  intereit  of  the  Uoited 
State*  to  anthoriia  the  Treaaury  to  tranater  to  tha 
■uipln*  fond  the  balance  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  nhich 
may  remain  uneipanded  on  the  Slat  December,  1820, 
than  that  the  aame  ahould  remain  in  the  Treaaury  lut- 


ompk^ad 
The  ui 


The  unexpended  balance*  of  the  Sinking  Fund  are 
tranaferable  (under  the  eiiating  laws)  to  the  aurplus 
fund,  two  yaai*  after  tha  calendar  year  for  which  the 
appropiiauona  have  bean  made,  in  like  mannar  a*  all 
unexpended  balance*  for  other  objecla  of  eipendilure 
ua  traaaiarable. 

The  procadiog  atatement  ahowa,  that  tha  cipendi- 
turea  aothoiixed  by  law,  fur  the  year  1S30,  will  eicaed 
the  raceipta  into  the  Treainry,  of  that  year,  the  *am 
of  93,773,498  9fi;  that  mm  may  be  reduced  to 
91,486,001  66,  by  the  application  of  the  balance  of 
93,388,467  SB,  which  will,  agreeably  to  the  pioeading 
view,  ramaiD  unexpended  of  iha  Biiuiog  Fund  on  the 
l«t  January,  1831.  In  recommending  the  appiioatiMi 
of  the  aurploa  of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  the  ctirreut  ai- 
penaai  of  the  preaont  j^ear,  your  committee  depracale 
a  recurrence  to  a  like  r«*oit  in  ftittire  yean,  if  the 
aaiae  can  with  any  propriety  be  avoided ;  and  it  i* 
hoped  tiiat  aach  retrenchmanta  wiil  be  made  in  Iba 
public  azpeDditurea  aa  may  render  a  recurranea  to  that 
fand  uunaeeasary. 

A  reaort  to  TieaMiry  note*,  to  meet  tha  dafleit,  ap- 
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peaied  to  yoar  eommittie  iiiBlpedieiit.     Such  aolea 

CDutil  not,  in  Iheii  opinion,  become  t.  mediaoi,  nnlm 
the  binki  should  be  tnlhoiiied  to  tenilei  them  in  paj- 
nient  tor  an;  demand*  made  on  thoie  inililution* ; 
without  *uch  luihoritj,  Treuur;  notr*  would  be  Mild 
■nd  bnught  in  the  market,  for  the  purpoie  of  paying 
the  public  due*;  and,  when  paid  into  the  bank,  could 
be  conaidered  h;  the  bank  onlj  aa  ■  apecial  depoaite  of 
Iho  Treuuij.  oa  wbich  it  would  not  b«  bound  to  pa; 
eithei  ita  own  note*  or  apecie. 

It  appearing  to  jour  commiltee  incipediont  to  ruoit 
to  Trf  aaur;  note*,  and  it  being  impracticable  (If  no  ob- 
jeclioni  eiialed  againat  the  adoption  ofiuch  a  coune) 
to  ctny  into  eflect  a  ajatem  of  internal  dutiea  in  time 
to  meet  the  deficit  of  Ihe  preaent  jear,  jour  committee 
had  onlj  to  choose  between  a  loan  or  a  temporal; 
character  oi  one  af  longer  duration.  The;  haxe  pre- 
ferred the  laller,  becauae  it  carria  the  time  bejood 
that  in  which  other  debta  are  pa;abte,  and  became  it 
ia  belifvcd  that  the  loan  will  thareb;  be  obtained  on 
decided!;  better  terma  than  on  one  of  a  shorter  dura- 
tion. B;  authorizing  tbe  lubscription  of  the  Misaia- 
aippi  stock,  of  which  two-thirds  must  otberwiie  ba  re- 
deemed during  the  current;ear,tlia  inferred  that  little 
new  debt  will  be  created.  Contbrmabl;  with  tboeo 
viewa.  tbe  cominitlee  reipectJall;  aubmit  a  bill  to  au- 
thorize a  loan  of  $3,000,000. 

The  committee  have  deemed  it  uaefnl  to  preaent  a 
Tie*  of  the  probable  reeeipti  for  the  year  I8>1,  and  of 
the  eipenditurea  wbich,  under  the  aiiiting  lawa,  are 
tndiapensabl;  chargeable  thereon.  The;  have  founded 
their  ilateineDt  of  eipenaea  on  the  appropriation!  actu- 
•11;  made  for  IBSO;  and  have  shown  that  theTeftooi  a 
Tariel;  of  items,  amounting  to  9I,S66,T90,  (which  will 
not  be  required  for  18Si.)  may  ba  deducted;  at  the 
aame  time,  the;  are  reaJ;  to  admit  that  new  and  un- 
foreseen demand!  maj  ariie,  which  maj  ahow  that  too 
much  nlianco  ought  not  to  be  placed  npon  bd  eipec- 
iBlion  ol*  an  expenditure  teas  than  that  of  the  current 
jear.  The  view  for  1831  is  founded  on  the  indispen- 
aable  expense*,  and  dnea  not  include  the  amount  of 
principal,  which  tbe  CommissioneTt  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  are  bound  to  purchaae,  if  the  aame  can  be  bought 
at  or  under  par.  Taking  that  niew,  the  estimate*  of 
receipts  and  eipenditores  will  be  riiown  by  the  fbllow- 
ing  statement,  to  wit: 

Permanenl  eipenditure*  -  -  -  $11,378,976 
Temporary  .....       13,996,034 


24,976,009 
From  which  dednet  item*  not  Toqalred 
{—  specified)  for  IBSl       -        -        ■         1,600,000 


23,87(1,009 
Estimated  smoant  of  recripts  for  1SSI, 
per  ■talement 19,730,000 

LesTing  a  deficit,  in  18S1,  of 


$8,866,008 


Yonr  committee  having  aaaigned  the  reasons  which 
have  led  them  to  recommend  the  bill  herewith  re- 
ported,  beg  leave  reapeclfull;  to  preeent  their  view* 
of  the  necessity  which  exist*  for  retrenchment  and 
economy  in  the  public  eipenditures.  The;  approach 
this  subject  with  feelings  which  the  House  can  duly 
appreciate.  A  Oovernmeni,  like  individuals,  will  gen- 
erally increaae  it*  expenditure  in  proportion  to  ita  in- 
ereaae  of  means.    The  revenue,  af^r  peace,  had  swol- 


3ot  to  have  beea  expected  tljat  we  could  baveim- 
stely  made  such  reductioiia  a*  a  stale  of  prolbuud 
peace  would  render  prudent  and  proper.  The  war 
pointed  OUT  attention  to  the  weak  pointaof  the  nation  ; 
and  the  appropristiona  of  former  yeara  have  been  in- 
laed  by  objects  of  great  national  importance,  which 
e  added  to  our  aecari^,  and  b;  an  set  of  benero.  , 
lence  towards  the  sarvivors  of  the  army  of  tbe  Rev- 
olation. 

Large  antatanding  claims,  rcintting  from  the  war, 

an  amount  exceeding  thirty  millions  of  doUara,  have 

been  diacharged;  and  the  aum  of  $32,086,760  of  tbe 

Snblic  debt  ha*  been  redeemed  ainee  the  Aist  da;  of 
aanar;,  1817.  Est«bliihments  have  been  created 
tinder  the  sanction  of  law,  which  to  maintain  and  ad- 
vance, will  make  it  neeasssty,  either  to  resort  to  an- 
nual and  sneceaaive  loans,  or  to  a  system  of  internal 
revenue.  Aa  to  the  firat  of  thoae  alternative*,  it  can- 
not be  neceaaar;  to  urge  any  obeervatioflt ;  their  nt- 
lural  tendency  to  involve  [he  nation  in  debt  is  ohvion*  ; 
and  tbe;  will  be  avoided  when  the;  are  not  indispen- 
sably neceaaar;.  We  are  warned  againat  (he  eSecta 
of  a  large  and  accamulaling  debt,  by  the  experience 
of  other  nation*.  A  nation  laboring  under  the  pressure 
of  a  large  debt,  no  more  than  an  indivtdnal,  can  be 
considered  tndependenL  Money  is  power;  and  that 
nation  will  become  powerless  who  ahall  mortgage  its 
resources,  withoot  the  prospect  of  relieving  them  by 
diecharging  it*  eugagementa. 

Reasons,  powerful  and  cogent,  exist  againat  a  resort 
to  internal  dutiea  and  direct  taxes,  to  snpplj  a  defici- 
enc;  occurring  during  a  atate  of  profound  Iranquillity, 
and  ought  to  be  avoided  if  the  neceaaity  be  not  evi- 
dent and  pressing,  and  such  has  heretofore  been  the 
policy  of  the  natioa.  We  have  been  accustomed  to  • 
ayatam  of  taxation  which,  in  its  operation,  haa  bean 
paid  withoot  being  pareeptibi;  fall,  and  will  relue- 
taatt;  reaort  to  one  of  a  diffiirent  character  in  time*  of 
profound  peace. 

From  the  citraordinar;  depression  of  commerce 
within  the  last  three  ;earB,  the  atagnation  of  our  navi- 
gation, the  depreciation  in  the  value  of  onr  eiports, 
the,  corresponding  depredation  in  the  value  of  property 
of  ever;  doicription,  and  the  *eTions  embarrassmenta 
under  which  ever;  branch  of  industry  now  labora, 
economy  and  retrenchment  in  expenditures  of  every 
citizen  are  imperiongl;  required.  The  finance*  of  the 
nation  being  aeriousl;  affected  by  those  cau*e*,  there 
would  (cem  to  arise  a  eorrespondenl  obligation  on  the 
Uovemmsnt  to  retrench  its  expenditure*  and  econo- 
mise its  mean*.  In  the  infancy  of  our  institutions  our 
expenses  were,  in  the  general,  limited  by  our  receipts. 
We  have  been  satisfied  to  advance  graduail;  in  fur- 
thering tbe  *;*tem  of  natiotial  securit;  and  independ- 
ence. Qui  pace  has  been  greatl;  quickened  towards 
tbe  oecomplisbmenl  of  those  objects  aince  tbe  restora- 

From  that  period  oar  revenne  has  been  in  what  may 
be  eonoidered  a  forced  state.  We  are  now  getting 
back  to  ■  condition  more  congenial  with  oar  popula- 
tion and  national  wealth. 

Tbe  committee  believe  that  wiadom  requires  ti*  to 
recur  also  to  the  policy  which  ha*  heretofore  governed 
u*.  Our  nation  u  itill  in  its  infancy ;  iisresoareeaare 
daily  increasing.  If,  then,  we  should  keep  pace  ia  the 
building  np  of  our  Rational  establiahmenta  with  tho 
revenne  of  the  country,  we  shall  have  eooanmmal»d 
all  onr  wiahea  vrithont  oppreasion  to  the  dliien. 


,Gooi^lc 
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Tktre/ort,  retohtd.  That  ibg  Pnaident  of  ibe  Uni- 
tad  StaUf  be  rcqueated  to  eiiua  inch  ■  plan  to  b«  pre- 
pared *•  Trill  cDible  CoDgreu,  at  iti  next  touion,  to 
nwka  lach  reduction*  in  the  Tirioui  brancheB  of  pnb- 
lie  eipenditnn,  ti  ntij  b«  reqoiisil  by  the  itata  of  (he 
inance*  and  the  pnblio  good. 

REVOLDTIONAKT  OFFICERS. 

Tbe  HoQse  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  contider, 
tiie  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  surTiving  officers  of 
the  Resolution ;  aad,  the  question  beinit  statei 
and  taken,  to  concur  in  the  amendment  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  strike  out  the  first 
section,  which  section  is  as  follows: 

Be  it  tnatttd  bu  ike  Stnatt  and  ^Houte  of  Rtprt- 
ientatii>t*  of  Iht  Vruted  Statt*  af  Ammea,  m  Cm- 
grtM*  auembled.  That  the  aecoanting  officer*  of  the 
Tic«ini7  Department  be,  and  thej  hereby  are,  dt- 
reoted  and  required  to  adjut  and  aettle  tha  claim  of 
each  and  eTerj  inrriTing  officer  of  the  Army  of  the 
Retolation,  nbo,  by  the  aeveral  rtaol*ea  of  Caogrsi*, 
made  on  01  before  the  31et  of  October,  17B0,  wai  en- 
titled to  half  pay  for  life,  and  who  diall  apply  for  aach 
•ettlement  within  twelve  monthe  from  tha  date  of  thi* 
act,  by  deducting  from  the  arrearage*  of  inch  half 
pay,  computed  from  (be  reduetion  of  the  Army,  fiie 
yeu*'  foEl  pay;  and  tbe  balaoce  of  auch  arrearage* 
being  thui  iteertalned,  a  certificate  ihall  i<*ua  for 
the  lame,  bearing  intereit  at  the  rile  of  lix  per  cent. 
per  annum,  redeemable  at  the  pteaiure  of  the  Got- 
emmeat:  Provided,  That,  if  the  whole  amoant  af 
the  balance*  lo  to  be  ueertained  ahall  exceed  one  mil- 
lion of  dollan,  they  ahall  bo  reapecllvely  and  rateably 
loduced,  *o  that  the  aggregate  of  the  certificate*  to  be 
iianed  abiU  not  be  more  than  the  *aid  inm  of  one  mil- 
lion of  dollar*. 

Whereupon  a  debate  of  considerable  interest 
arose,  in  which  Messrs.  Liveshorb,  Nei^dn  of 
Virginia,  Grobs  of  New  York,  Hemphill,  Cosh- 
kin,  Meios,  and  WAHFiELn,  advocated  the  bill, 
and  Messm.  Hardin  and  Soittbard  opposed  it. 

The  question  on  concurring  in  the  r^rt  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill,  was  then  decided  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows: 

Yeab — Meaars.  Abbot,  Adanu,  Alexander,  Ander- 
son, Archer  of  MaryUnd,  Baker,  Barbour,  Bsteman, 
Beecher  Brown,  Bcflrun,  Bnrwell,  Butler  of  New 
Hampebire,  Campbell,  Caonon,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crafti, 
Dirlicgton,  Denniion,  Dewitt,  Eddy,  Edward*  of 
Connecticut,  Edward*  of  North  Carolina,  Fay,  Fiiber, 
Folger,  Foot,  Garnelt,  Qroi*  of  PenniylTania,  Hall  of 
Hew  York,  Hall  of  Delaware.  Hall  of  North  Carolina, 
Hardin,  Hazard,  Herrick,  Hibahman,  Holme*,  Hooka, 
Hoitetter,  Jone*  of  Virginia,  Jonea  of  Tenneaiee, 
Kiniley,  Linn,  Lownde*,  Maclay,  McCoy,  McLean  of 
Kentucky,  Mallary,  Marchand,  Meech,  Metcalf,  R. 
Moore,  Morton,  Mnrny,  Parker  of  Matcachusett*, 
Parker  of  Virginia,  Phelpa,  Philson,  Pindall,  Pitcher, 
Flnmer.  Reed,  Rhea,  Ricfi,  Richardi,  Richmond,  Ruu, 
Sampion,  Sawyer,  Settle,  Shaw,  Simkin*,  Siocumb, 
B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of 
North  Carolina,  Southard,  SteTen*,8troogof  Vermont, 
Tan,  Terrell,  Tompktn*,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virgi- 
nia, Tacker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Walker,  Wal- 
lace, WendoTcr,  Williams  of  Virginia,  William*  of 
North  Carolina,  and  Wood— 94. 

Nats — Meairi.  Allen  of  MtMoehiuett*,  Allen  of 


New  York,  Allen  of  Tenneoer,  Arcber  of  Virginia, 
Baldwin,  Ball,  Bayly,  Bloomfield,  Boden,  Brush, 
Bryan,  Burton,  Butler  of  Louitiana,  Cose,  Clark, 
Cook,  Crawjbrd,  Crowell,  Culbreth,  Oulpeper,  Cuah- 
man,  Cutbbert,  Dickinson,  Dowse,  G«le,  Ervin, 
Floyd,  Ford,  Forreat,  Fuller,  Groai  of  New  York, 
Hackley.  Hemphill,  Hendricki,  Heister.  Hill,  Kendall, 
Kent,  iCinaey,  Little,  Liiennore,  Lyman,  McCreary, 
Maaon,  Meigs,  Mercer,  8.  Moore,  Monell,  Moseley, 
Neole,  Nelaon  of  Masiachusetts,  Netion  of  Virginia, 
Newton,  Pi nckney,  Ringgold,  Robertion,  Rogera,  Roes, 
Sergeant,  Silabee,  Sloan,  Bmitb  of  New  Jersey,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  Slorrs,  Street,  Strong  of  New  York, 
TomlinKin,  Tracy,  Van  Rensaelaer,  and  Warfiald— 70. 
So  the  first  section  was  stricken  out,  and  tlie 
bill  of  course  rejected. 

DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS. 


eration  of  the  bill  which  proposes  to  change  the 
tariff  of  duties  on  goods  importe<l,  with  a  view  to 
move  its  indefinite  postponement.  He  proceeded 
to  assign  the  reasons  lor  his  motion.  This  bill, 
he  said,  had  for  its  object  essentially  to  chanee 
our  revenue  system,  and  to  change  it,  in  his  opm- 
ion,  for  the  worse.  The  time,  too,  for  tnRking  this 
experiment  was,  he  said,  of  all  limes  the  most  un- 
fortunate, at  a  moment  when  it  is  known  that  the 
Treasury  is  drained  to  the  very  dregs. 
Mr.  Speakeh  here  arrested  Mr.  Liverhohe'b 

rcb.  hy  declaring  that  debate  on  the  merits  of 
hiil  was  not  in  order  on  this  motioD,  according 
to  the  rules  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BAREonn,  with  a  view  to  bring  the  question 
into  a  shape  susceptible  of  debate,  moved  to  amend 
Mr.  LivEBUORE'a  motion,  so  as  to  add  to  it  a  pro- 
vision to  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely. 

This  motion,  and  debate  on  it,  were  also  pro- 
nounced irregular,  for  reasons  which  Mr.  Spbakeb 


After  some  observations  on  the  point  of  order, 
fromMessrs.  Barbour,  LivERMORB, and  Lowndes, 

The  question  on  Mr.  Livebmobe's  motion  was 
taken  without  debate,  on  the  merits  of  bill,  and 
decided  as  follows: 

YiAS— Meaar*.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Tenne*- 
aee,  Anderaon,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virgi- 
nia, Ball,  Barbour,  Bayly,  Bryan,  Bufl^nm,  Burton, 
Bnrwell,  Butler  of  New  Hampabire,  Butler  of  Louis- 
iana, Cannouj  Cobb,  Cocke,  Ciafla,  Crawford,  Crow- 
ell, Culpeper,  Cutbbert,  DaiidaoD,  Earle,  Edwarda  of 
North  Carolina,  Fieher,  Plojd,  Garnelt,  Halt  of  North 
Carolina,  Hardin,  Holme*,  Hooka,  Jone*  of  Virgi- 
nia, Kent,  Livennore,  Lownde*,  McCoy,  McCreary, 
Meech,  Neale,  Nelson  uf  Massaehaaett*,  Nelson  of 
Virginia,  Overatreel,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Pinckney, 
Pindall,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Richard*,  Ringgold, 
Robertion,  Settle,  Sitsbee,  Simpkini,  Slocumb,  B. 
Smmi  of  Virginia,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of 
North  CaroLna,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Sweartngen, 
Terrell,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tocker  of  South  Caro- 
lina, Tyler,  Walker,  Warfield,  Whitman,  WiUiama 
of  Virginia,  and  Williama  of  North  Carolina— 71. 

Nato — Meaara.  Adame,  Allen  of  Massachusetta, 
Allen  of  New  York.  Baker,  Baldwin,  Bateman, 
Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Boden,  Brown,  Bmab,  Camp- 
bell, Case,  ClaA,  Cook,  Culbrelbi  Cnsbman,  Darling- 
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ton,  DaDiiiioD,  Da  will,  Diekinion,  Dowu,  Eddy, 
Edwardi  or  Coancctlcut,  FoJger,  Foot,  Ford,  Forreat, 
Fuller,  GrOB  of  N.  York  Grou  of  PenDijliania,  Hack- 
iar,  Hatl  of  New  York,  Hall  of  Diiawara.  Hiurd, 
Hempbill,  Handiiclu,  Harrick,  Hituhman.  Heiatcr, 
Bill,  Hoatol tar,  Jodm  of  Tenneuee,  Keodall,  KiDuy, 
Kioale;,  Little,  Linn,  Ljman,  Maelaj,  McLans  ofi 
Delaware,  McLean  of  Keoiuckj,  Mallarr,  Marchaod, 
VttMoa,  Meiga,  Melcalf.  R.  Moore,  B.  Moore,  Mooell, 
Morton,  Moaeley,  Morray,  Nenton,  Pirker  ofMaaia- 
chuMtta,  Paltanon,  Pfaelpi,  Pbilaon,  Pitcher,  Plumer, 
Bich,  Richmond,  Rogera,  Roae,  Raei,  Sampion,  Saw- 
Tor,  Sergeani,  Shaw,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  JarMj, 
Snith  of  Maiylaod,  Southard,  Slorena,  Btorra,  Bireat, 
SlrooB  of  New  York,  Tarr,  Tamlinaon,  Tompkins 
Trier,  Trimble,  Van  Renaaelier,  'Wallace,  Wendoicr, 
and  Wood— 96. 

So  (he  House  refused  to  discharge  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  from  the  considencion  of  the 
BBid  bill.    Whereupon, 

Mr.  Stohrb  ofiW«d  the  following  resolotion, 
and  moTed  that  it  be  committed  lo  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  : 

"  Raolted,  Tbut  it  ii  eipedient  to  [irovida,  bj  law 
for  the  estabElahmenl  of  a  ijalem  of  internal  reTenue.'' 

This  resolve  was  refened,  as  mored,  without 
debate. 

MILITARY  LAND  WARRANTS. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  aci,  providing  for 
s  of  lost  military  Innawarrants,  passed  thron^h 


was  made  bjr  Mr.  Campbell  to  amend  the  bill 
as  to  embrace  in  its  provisions  the  assignees  of 
military  laad  warrants  as  well  as  the  original 
holders ;  but  this  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Mc- 
Lean, of  Kentucky,  and  Mr.  Nelson,  oi  Vireiuia, 
on  the  ground  of  its  opening  a  door  to  evasion  of 
the  law  for  the  benefit  of  (he  Canadian  volunteers, 
and  was  negatived. 

The  bill  next  in  ordtf  was  the  bill  to  establish 
anuniformsysteniofbankiuptcy.  Mr.  BEtiaeAnT 
moved  that  the  House  do  now  resolve  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  that  bill.  This  mo- 
tion was  n^atived,  56  to  47  ;  and  the  House  being 
thin,  and  the  hour  late,  the  House  adjourned. 


S  A  TDK  BAY,  April  15. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bbyan,  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs  were  directed  to  inquire  into  the 
eipedienc)'  of  repeating  the  act,  entiiled  "An  set 
making  provision  for  the  civilization  of  the  Indian 
tribes  adjaining  the  frontier  settlements,"  passed 
the  3d  day  of  March,  1S19. 

Ht.  Alexander  Smvtr  submided  (he  follow- 
ing resolution : 

.XA^wAMf,  That  the  Secretaiy  of  Wat  be  diraolad  to 
pre])Bre  ■  statement  of  Ihe  whole  number  of  militia  in 
Mrvlce  during  die  tale  war  agaiast  Greet  Britab, 
■bowing  the  perioda  of  their  eerriee,  their  pay,  and 
IVora  what  Sutea  and  Terriloriea  drawn,  to  be  laid 
before  thii  Rouae  at  the  next  aeniou  of  Congree*. 


Mr.  CocKK  moved  that  it  lie  on  the  taUe; 
which  being  rejected,  the  resolulion  was  then  - 
agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pincknet,  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  were  directed  to  report  on  the 
expediency  of  so  far  altering  and  amending  the 
Judiciary  system  as  (o  enable  defendants,  in  all 
suits  originally  brought  in  the  district  courts  of 
the  United  States,  to  have  Ihe  same  right  of  appeal 
to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Slates  as  tnef 
would  have  been  entitled  to  had  the  suits  against 
them  been  originally  instituted  in  the  circuit  courts 

Mr.  MEioe  moved  that  the  House  do  now  pro- 
ceed to  consider  the  reeotuliou  submitted  by  nim 
on  the  5th  of  February  last,  in  relation  to  the 
abolition  of  slavery  within  the  United  States. 
The  motion  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  HotMe 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
title*,  to  wit :  1.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Rod- 
riguez; 2.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Pierre  Denis  de 
la  Ronde;  3.  An  act  to  establish  the  district  of 
Blakeley ;  4.  An  act  to  establish  additional  land 
offices  in  the  State  of  Alabama  ;  and  5.  An  act 
relative  to  the  Arkansas  Territory ;  in  which  bills 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  said  hills  were  severally  read  twice,  and 
the  first  and  second  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  the  third  to  the  Connuittee  of  Com- 
merce, the  fourth  to  the  Committee  on  the  PnUic 
Lands,  and  the  flflh  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  on  Monday  next. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
establish  a  district  court  in  the  State  of  Alabama," 
was  read  Ihe  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended. 


discharges  for  faithful  services;"  were  severally 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider, 
the  resolution  giving  the  consent  of  Congress  to  a 
compact  concluded  between  the  States  of  Ken- 
tucky and  Tennessee,  for  the  setdement  of  their 
boundary  line ;  whereupon,  it  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider, 
the  engroEsed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  rdief 
of  the  legal  representatives  of  Henry  Willis,  de- 
ceased." And  the  question  reeured,  Shall  this 
bill  pass  7  And  being  taken,  it  passed  in  Ihe  af- 
flrmative. 

Mr.  LowHDBB  submitted  the  followtng  reso- 

Raoived,  That  the  Comcaittco  on  Manalkctuiea  be 
inatracted  to  report  to  (hii  Honaa  such  evidence  or 
eftitoatea  ai  it  may  be  in  their  power  ta  preient,  Stow- 
ing the  aaveral  relei  of  vragei  given,  and  cipenie  of 
all  kinda  incurred  in  tha  different  bnnche*  of  mana- 
facture  which,  in  Ibeir  opinion,  requite  additional  en- 
couragement, with  the  prices  of  their  product,  ao  as  to 
exhibit  the  profit  which,  at  the  preaent  pricea  of  eub- 
aiit«iieet  maleriala,  and  labor,  and   the  preaent  value 
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of  land,  Emildingi,  anJ  mncluDer;,  maj  be  oliUined 
io  such  DMDufactare,  ikilTully  mil  ecDnomiciU;  coq- 

The  lesolutioa  was  read  sod  ordered  to  Ue  on 
the  table. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  Cobb  then  moved  that  the  House  do  now 
proceed  to  coosider  the  report  of  the  Comiaittee 
of  the  Whole  oa  the  state  of  the  Union,  on  a  res- 
olation  submitted  by  him,  proposinK  an  aniend' 
ment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Slates  in 
relation  to  appointments  to  offiee. 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  pataed 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  71,  nays  69. 

Mr.  Cobb,  of  Qeorgia,  addressed  the  Chair  as 
follows — 

Mr.  Chairman :  Having  had  the  honor  (o  be 
the  morer  of  this  resolauou,  it  will,  no  doubt,  be 
expected,  that  I  should  support  its  propriety  by  a 
few  remarks.  Ye^  in  favor  of  a  measure  ao  plain 
in  itself,  and  founded  i)pon  principles  now  so  fa- 
miliar and  well  understood  as  to  have  aanimed  the 
nature  of  undeniable  axioms  in  all  free  govent- 
roents^  little  ori^nal  matter  can  be  urged,  without 
ezlending  my  vtews  into  particulars  in  whicb  per- 
haps I  ought  not  to  be  tolerated.  Nor  »n  1  so 
v(UD  as  to  believe  that  I  possess  the  talent  of  giving 
to  aji  old  argument  a  new  dress,  which  wUl  make 
it  appear  more  attractive.  The  proposed  amend- 
ment of  the  Constitution  is  not  a  novel  one.  >  More 
than  once  heielofoce  its  principle  hfts  been  brought 
to  the  cottsideraiioD  of  the  nation.  It  was  discuwed 
in  the  Fedeial  Convention  :  and,  at  a  later  period, 
it  has  been  rwewed  nfoa  the  floor  of  Gongiess,  in 
a  shape  not  differing  materially  from  the  one  in 
which  it  is  now  presented.  In  both  instances,  and 
especially  the  latter,  it  seems  lo  hare  been  well  re- 
ceived ;  and  yet  was  rejected,  for  causes  not  now 
easy  to  be  traced  or  understood.  Upon  each  of 
the^e  occasioits,  it  was  supported  with  an  ability 
to  which  I  make  no  pretensioos.  The  principal 
argumenu  urged  on  the  la^  have  been  preserved, 
and  I  have  no  nope  of  adding  to  their  number,  theit 
strength,  or  thei^  beauty. 

The  propositioa,  as  sabmitted,  is  very  general  in 
Its  nature.  I  made  it  so,  designedly,  that  the  Com- 
mittee might  not  be  forced,  in  their  deliboutiona, 
to  confine  their  attention  to  a  single  iiuulated  point ; 
but  that,  ai^r  a  full  and  free  discuseioo,  it  might 
leceive  such  amendrawts  and  modifications  as  will 
luake  it  best  amw^^  the  purposes  for  which  it  is 
intended.  It  is  now,  in  substance,  and  almost  in 
the  very  words,  in  which  it  was  proposed  by  two 
of  the  Slates  (Virginia  and  New  York)  at  the 
time  of  their  ratification  of  the  Constitution.  There 
ia  one  amendment  which  I  shall  myself  oSer  before 
I  take  my  seal ;  but  it  is  such  an  one  as  I  hope 
will  not  be  unacceptable  to  the  fiiends  of  the  mo- 
tion. Yet  I  hope  that  the  measure  will  not  be 
smothered  in  its  birth,  by  the  kindness  of  its  iriends, 
in  vainly  attempting  to  give  it  too  great  a  degree 
of  perfection. 

The  object  of  the  motion  will  be  obvious.  It  is, 
to  secure  more  efiectually  the  independence  of  the 
legislative  branch  of  the  Qovenunent.    Howrery 


desirable  it  is,  that  those  who  are  the  inunediate 
representatives  of  the  people—"  the  guardians  of 
the  sword  and  the  purse"  of  the  nation,  and  to 
whom  are  confided  the  preservation  of  the  Consti- 
tution itself,  should  be  placed  above  all  control, 
save  that  of  their  responsibility  to  their  constituents, 
and  the  honest  dictates  of  their  own  consciences, 

a  point  iliat  all  will  concede,  and  requires  no  ai^ 
gument  to  prove. 

The  separation  of  the  great  depuimenis  of  the 
Government,  to  wit:  the  L^islative,  the  Executive 
and  Judiciary,  and  the  independence  of  each,  but 
especially  the  first,  has  become  on  undeniable  prin- 
ciple. It  is  indeed,  the  basis  of  liberty,  and  is  now 
received  as  one  of  those  political  truisms  so  in- 
grafted upon  the  very  nature  of  free  governments, 
as  that  they  cease  to  be  free  without  it.  The 
amalgamation  of  these  depariments,into  whatever 
hands,  (whether  one  or  two  hundred,is  iramateriaL) 
has  been  aptly  given,  by  the  authors  of  the  Federal- 
ist, and  others,  as  a  correct  definition  of  despotism. 
If,  of  the  three,  any  one  ought  to  be  placed  above 
the  iuQuence  of  the  othf^,  it  is  the  Xegislatiue ; 
for,  upon  this  branch  depends  every  thing,  ll  em- 
anates from  the  source  of  all  povret — ue  people. 
It  is  composed  of  those  by  i^bom  the  interests,  the 
wishes,  and  the  circumstances  of  the  nation  are 
presumed  to  be  best  imderstood.  I  am  far  from 
contending  that  they  should  be  placed  beyond  all 
control.  The  legislature  may  en ;  and  therefore 
a  check  has  been  provided  by  the  creation  of  the 
other  two  departments,  not  dependent  upon  the 
Legislature  fw  the  gift  or  tenure  of  their  offices. 
Against  this  Constitutional  check  upon  legislative 
excess,  I  urge  nothing.  My  wish  is  to  prevent  an 
unconstitutional  and  illicit  control  upon  the  legiti- 
mate exercise  of  legislative  will  and  opinion  i  to 
increase,  and  to  render  permanent  and  safe,  that 
confidence  m  those  to  whom  are  intrusted  the  most 
important  interests  of  the  people,  which  constitutes 
the  "  strength  of  the  Government."  So  lo^g  as 
these  shall  be  placed  above  all  influence,  except 
that  of  their  own  virtue  and  intelligence,  all  will 
be  safe.  But,  if  ever  they  become  "  identined  with 
the  will  of  the  Executive,"  and  the  submissive  ser- 
vants of  his  wishes,  whether  by  open  corruption, 
or  the  more  concealed  instrumentality  of  the  dis- 
liibution  of  offices  and  honors,  "the  spirit  of  lib- 
erty is  gone ;"  its  form  will  scarcely  remain,  and 
the  whole  machinery  of  Kovernmeni  becomes  a 
feeble  and  nerveless  mass,  uie  sport  of  intrigue  and 
ambition,  and  (he  curse  of  the  nation. 

In  our  Government,  and  indeed  in  every  other 
in  which  this  separation  of  the  departments  con- 
stitutes a  principle,  that  branch  into  which  their 
consolidation  is  most  to  be  apprehended  is  the  one 
in  which  th^  power  of  nomination  to  office  is 
vested.  It  is  a  prodieious  engine,  and,  if  Wilfully 
used,  can  be  wielded  to  the  utter  prostration  of 
those  virtues  that  give  dignity  to  the  citizen.  Even 
where  the  other  departments  are  placed  beyond 
its  reach,  it  is  sufficiently  fearful  in  its  operations 
upon  the  great  body  of  the  people,  and  caimot, 
therefore,  be  watched  with  too  much  jealousy. 

Under  the  Federal  Constitution,  this  dreaded 
instrument  is  confided  to  the  hands  of  the  Execu- 
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tivr,  subject  (o  very  little  mtnJDt.  I  say  little 
KStraiDt,  because  the  Senate,  intended  lo  control 
it  within  proper  bounds,  is  itself  left  within  the 
sphere  of  its  influence ;  and  I  shall  not  be  guilty 
of  the  folly  of  Eidmilting  that  there  is  to  be  found 
in  that  body  a  degree  of  integrity  srealei  than 
pervades  this  House,  or  the  nation  at  large^  or  that 
It  is  in  any  maimer  better  protected  against  the 
danger  of  comiptiao. 

A  glance  at  the  Official  Raster,  placed  during 
the  present  session  on  our  desks,  will  afford  ample 
cause  of  jealousy  of  the  patronage  thus  placed  in 
the  gift  of  the  Executive.  It  forms  a  volume  of 
about  two  hundred  and  twenty  pages,  in  a  small 
print,  and  conlaioing  but  little  else  than  the  names 
snd  salaries  of  the  officers  appointed,  directly,  or 
indirectly,  by  the  President  What  is  tbe  amount 
,  of  salary  annually  paid  to  this  long  lisiof  officers  I 
have  never  pretended  to  calculate,  nor  do  I  know 
that  it  would  reward  the  curiosity  of  hira  who 
abould  undertake  tbe  task.  Judging  from  the  decla- 
rations of  others,  heretofore  made,  f  should  presume 
that  tbe  amegate  sum,  inclusive  of  the  Post  Of- 
fice Establishment,  would  be  little,  if  any  thing, 
ahort  often  millions  of  dollars.  If  ihis  prodigious 
■uni  is  at  all  times  disbursed  for  the  public  interests 
alone,  it  will  indeed  be  fortunate  for  the  nation. 
Bat  it  is  not  difficult  to  conceive  the  possibility  of 
it  being  used  for  the  worst  purposes.* 

We  shall  have  profited  but  little  by  revelation, 
history,  or  our  oteervations  upon  mankind,  if  wc 
are  now  blind  to  human  frailty.  In  all  ages,  and 
in  all  Governments,  man  has  ever  shown  nimself 
to  be  the  same  yielding  victim  of  temptation. 
That  the  citizens  of  our  own  country  are  toe  roost  ! 
virtuous  and  enlightened  of  any  upon  the  (ace  of 
the  earth,  and  our  own  form  of  government  the 
most  perfectly  adapted  to  promote  their  happiness, 
are  sentiments  flattering  to  onr  pride,  and  which 
we  shall  most  reluctantly  yield.  Such  sentiments 
are  worthy  of  beinr  cherished,  and  all  our  politi- 
cal measures  should  aim  at  their  preservation. 
They  will  imperceptibly  enter  into  our  national 
character,  and  eventually  contribute  much  to  give 
reality  to  that  which,  at  one  time,  had  much  the 
appearance  of  affectation.  I  hope  I  shall  be  the 
last  to  destroy  them,  even  were  they  illusions. 
Bat,  let  us  not  be  misled  by  our  faith  in  this  virtue 
■nd  perfection.  Let  us  not  forget  that  the  citizens 
of  our  country  are,  at  last,  but  men,  the  iiBue  of  a 
depraved  stock,  and  that,  consequently,  onr  Gov- 
ernment may  not  prove  to  be  ineorruptiUe.  If  we 
have  any  real  cause  to  boast,  it  is  not  that  we  are 
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CongrMi  from  MuaachuMtu  itated  (upon  what  — 
(horitj  i<  not  knoKD,  nnlcii  it  be  sctutJ  olcutitioo) 
that  there  was  "snaunll;  diitributeil,  from  the  giest 
depsrlmenti,  tn  amouQl  not  lesi  than  $5,S00,0O0, 
■nt)  from  the  Post  Offics  Ettabliihmetit  DQt  leu  thin 
$4,EO0,O0D,  mskiog  an  aggregate  of  $10,000,000." 
It  ii  bflltered  that  this  cilculalion  wu  intended  to 
ambrace  stlariei   and    emoluments   only.     Whetbei 


that 
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■■d«rgon«  any  diaainnlioa  unca  that  ptriod. 


perfect,  but  that  we  are  not  so  compted  as  other 
nations.  To  ns^  as  to  the  people  of  all  other  coun- 
tries, the  love  of  honors  and  distinctions  is  so  great 
as  to  appear  natural,  and  our  sacrifices  of  princifde 
will  he  proportioned  to  our  desires  to  obtain  them. 
Hence  the  eagerness  manifested  in  their  pursuit 
Let  us  not  flatter  ourselves  that  a  seat  upon  this 
floor  will  defend  us  against  the  contagion  of  thu 
universal  desire.  We  are  no  betto',  perhaps,  after 
a  short  period,  not  so  good,  as  those  hy  waom  we 
aresent.  We  boast  nogreeterperfection;  wepasx 
through  no  ordeal  by  wnich  our  int»rity  is  mote 
refined.  Indeed,  it  will  be  wonderful  if  we  are 
not  lesi  secure  from  contamination  than  our  con- 
stituents. Placed  JDsi at thegreat fountain;  daily 
trilMases  of  the  profuse  distribution  of  officiu 
favors;  observer?  of  the  dignity  and  consequence 
acquired  by  the  fortunate  soticitorg  and  the  rapid 
and  advantageous  change  made  m  his  style  and 
appearance;  it  would  afford  an  tmexampled  teat 
of  disinterestedness  if  out  desires  were  not  in- 
creased to  run  the  same  glorious  race,  when  the 
prize  is  importance  and  fortune,  and  the  only  price 
required  is  a  proper  degree  of  subservience.  The 
proposed  amendment  will  go  very  far  lo  check 
this  inordinate  passion,  by  removing  the  tempta- 
tion. "  Place  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  Executive 
to  buy  us,"  and,  by  the  same  operation,  "  we  shall 
place  it  out  of  our  own  power  to  be  bought."  In 
uttering  these  sentiments,  I  set  up  no  pretensiona 
to  peculiar  integrity.  It  may  be  that  I  should 
prove  not  more  inaccessible  tnan  other  men.  I 
know  not  what  efiect  such  a  temptation  might 
make  upon  me.  1  can  only  say  that  it  has  not 
;  been  presented,  and  I  have  not  sought  it. 

I  therefore  advance  the  opinion  that  office  hunt- 
ing pervades  the  nation,  and  that  even  in  this 
House  it  is  to  be  found.  The  means  of  success 
has  become  so  much  a  matter  of  regular  science, 
that  the  candidate  for  favor  is  distinguishaUe 
without  difficulty  by  his  conduct.  If,  indeed,  the 
members  of  the  National  Legislature  could  be 
withdrawn  from  the  crowd  that  year  after  year 
infest  this  city,  the  danger  would  be  lessened.  But 
the  appointment  of  these  is  a  growing  practice. 
To  quote  instances  would  be  an  unprofitable,  per- 
haps an  invidious  task.  We  have  onlv  to  tar  our 
recollections  in  a  silent  manner,  and  cases  will 
ariM  by  the  dozen.  By  proeeedine  in  this  manner, 
a  friend  and  myself  have  pointed  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  twelve  Senators,  and  about  double  that 
number  of  Reprewntatives,  to  offices  of  one  kind 
or  another,  and  probably  these  do  not  constitute 
one-half 

The  inquiry  would  not  prove  unprofitable  to  ex- 
amine witn  some  scrutiny  into  the  political  opin- 
ions of  such  as  have  received  appointments  under 
the  several  administrations  of  this  Government 
1  think  it  would  result  in  an  acknowledgment, 
that,  with  very  few  exceptions,  they  will  prove  to 
have  been  the  uniform  friends  and  admirers  of  tbe 
Executive  Magistrate  at  whose  hands  promotion 
was  received;  and  that,  in  most  of  the  cases,  it 
was  bestowed  after  a  course  of  the  warmest  sup- 
port of  their  favored  chief.  Cannot  our  memories 
at  this  time  famish  many  of  us  with  coses  of  this 
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kind?  Hare  none  of  us  obserTed,  from  conduci 
lufficieot  to  le&Tc  so  doobi  Dpon  the  mind,  in' 
itances  of  servility  under  the  mask  of  affected  in- 
depDKleDCe?  Can  we  remember  no  solicitations 
by,  and  recommendations  giren  to,  members  of 
CoDfpress?  Hare  we  never  heard  of  a  wish  to 
obtain  a  seat  first  npon  this  floor,  and  thence  a 
promotion  to  the  Senate  as  bringing  them  nearer 
to  the  object  of  their  desires  by  a  kmd  of  r^ular 
march  to  the  summit  ot  honor  1  In  short,  can  we 
remember  no  appointments  bein^  actually  made 
of  these  importunate  solicitors  1  Short  as  has  been 
my  political  life,  1  have  thought  that  I  have  wit- 
Dessed  gomething  of  this  kindT 

To  suppose,  then,  a.  seat  in  Congress,  and  the 
responaiinlity  of  the  member  to  hii  constitnents, 
are  efiectoal  barriers  Mainst  corruption,  is  relying 
too  much  upon  a  patection,  that  experience  con- 
tradicts. As  1  hare  said,  it  only  brings  as  within 
riew  of  the  tempting  bait.  The  clause  in  the 
Federal  Constitution,  to  which  the  amendment 
more  particularly  attacheSj  is  itself  founded  npon 
the  possibility  of  corruptioa  in  the  L^istature. 
Its  defect  is,  as  I  will  bereafter  attempt  to  show, 
that  it  does  not  prorideamfficientguara  against  it. 

TJM  history  of  this  Ooremment  points  to  the 
Decosityof  thisamendment.  From  this  we  know 
that,  in  times  past,  the  spirit  of  party  has  ran  into 
extremes  in  search  of  offices  and  dignifinlBtationa. 
W«  hare  beard  of  the  creation  of  offices  by  an  ex- 
piring factiffli,  just  nnkinc'  under  public  mdigno- 
tion,  to  be  filled  by  thnDselres  or  theii  friends,  in 
the  hope  of  yet  retaioiog  power  in  some  of  the 
departments  of  Qoremment.  Nay,  the  time  has 
been  when  the  Executive  has  been  reduced  to 
great  difficulty  bf  bein^  forced  to  choose  between 
two  legislatire  friends  m  search  of  the  same  nomi- 
natioD.  And  here  I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood 
as  hinting  that  there  bare  been  open  cases  of  bar- 
sain  between  the  Executive  and  an  individual 
lor  office.  I  know  of  no  sDch  case ;  and,  if  I  did, 
prudence  would  induce  me  to  forbwr  mentioning 
It.  But,  where  the  Executive  can  give,  and  the 
individual  wishes  to  receiva  there  are  a  thousand 
ways  in  which  matters  can  be  understood,  and  yet 
never  a  word  spoken.  In  cases  of  this  kind  the 
Executive  is  certain  to  lose  one  friend,  if  he  ap- 
points either,  and,  if  he  refuses  both,  he  forfeits 
the  rapport  of  both.  Br  the  adoption  of  the  pro- 
posed amendment  of  tne  Constitniion,  all  these 
evils  and  difficulties  will  be  prevented.  It  will  do 
nunre ;  it  will  afford  to  our  constitoents  the  bert 
poaaible  evidence  of  the  parity  of ' 
regard  for  their  interests,  unconnected  with  selfish 
consideration: 


It  tntj  be  urged  that,  ifhthe  amendment  is 
adopted,  it  will  abridge  the  rights  of  the  Repre- 
sentative, by  debftniog  bim  from  that  to  which 


every  citizen  in  the  Republic  is  entitled  to  aspire. 
This  would  indeed  be  the  case  for  a  certain  term, 
to  wit :  "durine  the  time  for  which  he  was  elected." 
But,  if  it  is  beliered  that,  to  secure  the  purity  of 
legislation,  such  an  abridgraieat  of  right  is  proper, 
then  the  Representative  has  no  right  to  complain, 
after  he  shall  have  consented  to  take  uptHt  him  the 
legislative  function,  with  a  knowledge  of  nich  a 
provision  m  the  Constitation. 


A  more  common  argument  against  it  is,  that  it 
will  place  beyond  attainment  tne  best  talents  of 
the  conntry — for  that  these  can  only  be  developed 
~~  the  floor  of  Congress.  Whatever  weight  snch 
objection  might  have  bad  in  the  early  history 
of  the  nation,  it  Das  now  very  little.  At  this  day 
offices  can  be  as  well  filled  out  of,  as  in,  Congresa. 
The  very  equal  distribution  of  properly  through- 
out the  country,  (when  compari'd  with  what  it  is 
in  other  countries,)  and  the  very  few  splendid  for- 
tunes owned  by  those  who  have  had  seats  in  either 
House  of  Congress,  united  with  other  causes,  among 
which  the  free  and  frequent  exercise  of  the  elective 
franchise  may  be  stated,  have  produced,  and  will 
continue  to  produce,  a  rapid  change  in  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislature.  I  have  not  observed  thaa 
thoae  who  have  retired  are  less  worthy,  or  lest 
wise,  than  those  who  have  succeeded  them. 
As  before  hinted,  the  Constitution  does  not  now 
ovide  a  sufficient  guard  against  the  exercise  of 
leoutive  infiueace  upon  the  deliberations  of  Con- 
ffttes.  At  present  its  only  provision  upon  the  sub- 
ject is,  that  "  No  Senator  or  Representative  shall, 
'  during  the  time  for  which  he  was  elected,  be  ap- 
pointed to  any  civil  office  under  the  authority  of 
the  United  Slates,  which  shall  have  been  cre- 
ated, or  the  emoluments  whereof  shall  have  been 
increased  during  sach  time;  and  do  person  hold- 
ing any  office  under  the  United  States,  shall  be 
a  member  of  either  Hoqpe  during  his  continu- 
ance in  office."  Here  the  evil  anticipated,  and 
against  which  provision  was  made,  was  the  mul- 
tiplication of  offices,  and  the  exorbitancv  of  sala- 
ries. Tbe  clause  does  not  obstruct  members  from 
obtaining  offices  previously  created,  and  with  the 
salaries  of  which  they  may  be  satisfied.  What  is 
the  number  of  these  1  have  before  hinted.  That 
we  can  move  within  their  tempting  vortex  with 
less  danger  to  our  inte«ity  than  winild  arise  from 
the  open  creation  of  omce  for  our  own  benefit,  is 
scarcely  credible.  In  truth,  the  proposed  amend- 
ment is  necessary  to  the  perfecuon  of  the  clause 
read.  It  is  true  that,  to  create  a  perfect  guard 
against  all  corrupt  rootives  in  legislation,  is  not 
possible;  for  instance,  it  is  possible  a  man  might 
be  swerved  from  correct  conduct  by  the  wish  to 
obtain  offices  for  his  relatives.  In  such  cases  we 
kimw  not  where  to  stop.  At  what  degree  of  rela- 
tionship shall  this  desire  be  said  to  ceasel  The 
question  admits  of  do  certain  answer.  But  it  is 
not  diflicuit  to  provide  against  sdfish  temptations; 
and,  when  this  is  effected,  we  shall  have  done 

The  amendment  as  proposed  has  one  defect.  It 
does  not  defeat  the  possibility  of  ohtainiug  appoint- 
ments at  the  moment  of  retiring  from  Congress. 
Between  appointments  white  a  member,  and  at 
the  moment  of  ceasing  to  be  so,  there  is  little  dif- 
ference. The  evil,  if  any,  is  as  great  in  the  one 
case  as  in  the  other,  if  bestowed  as  the  reward  of 
obedience  to  Executive  will.  There  should,  there- 
fore, be  a  period  fixed  within  which  the  member 
may  again  mix  with  the  n^at  mass  of  the  peojde 
before  his  eligibility  to  office  is  restored.  During 
this  term,  his  capacity  and  qualifications  will  be 
undergoing  a  process  of  probation  and  refioemoit. 
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o  obscurity,  "the  world  forg^etting,  and  by 
the  world  forffoL"  If,  od  ihe  coDbBry,  he  does 
poBMsa  them,  like  the  Rotma,  he  will  db  invited 
affUD  from  hia  retreat,  and  diawD  into  the  service 
o?  his  country.  I  shall,  therefore,  propose  to 
amend  the  lesoluiian  by  insetting  the  words,  "r- 
witbia  ooe  veai  thereafter." 
Before  tuing  my  seat,  for  the  pinpota  of  giving 


I  I  can  upon  a  subject  of 
maeh  conseqoenoe,  I  will  advert  to  the  attempts 
hcfetofbre  made  for  a  amiUf  principle  as  tnat 
under  consideration .  In  the  Federal  Convention, 
a  similar  clause  was  early  introdnced,  as  well  ia 
^tpmitt  submitted  by  Mr.  Randolph,  of  Virginia, 
aa  in  that  of  an  honorable  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  now  a  member  of  this  House,  (Mr. 
PmcKnKY.)  Notwithstanding  >he  various  modi- 
fication! and  revisioDs  of  the  Conslitntioa,  in  that 
body,  before  its  final  adoptioii  in  its  present  shape, 
thii  clauae  was  retained  until  almost  its  last  read- 
ing. In  the  ratification  of  the  Connitution  by  the 
States  of  New  York  and  Virginia,  and  perhaps  by 
some  other  States,  it  was  reeoauiieiideci  as  one  of 
the  ameadcMnts  proposed  by  those  States.  Vi- 
naliy,  in  1810,  a  distinguished  gentleman  from 
North  Candina,  now  a  member  of  the  Senate, 
(Hr.  Maaov,)  made  an  attoapl  to  incorpoiaiB  the 
pfinciple  into  the  Coaslitutitxi,  by  proposiiu!  it  as 
an  amendment,  in  Coqgraas.  AtWr  considcfable 
discnssion,  it  was  recommitted  to  a  select  commit- 
tee for  amendaieat,  who  gave  it  the  following 
form:  "No  Senator  or  RapresentatiTe  shall  be 
'  appointed  to  any  civil  office,  plaee,  or  appoint- 
'  ment,  under  the  authority  of  the  United  Stales, 
'  until  the  ezpiralion  of  the  Presideatia)  term  in 
'  wiiich  sitch  person  shall  have  served,  as  a  Ben- 
'  atot  or  Representative."  In  this  shape  it  wai 
rejected,  for  the  want  of  very  few  votes,  in  order  to 
make  a  CtHtstitntional  majority.  The  difiarence 
between  that  proposition  and  the  one  under  con- 
siderattmi  will  be  readily  peieeived.  That  left 
the  whole  of  the  United  outes  open  to  each  new 
President  to  select,  according  to  tus  pleasore,  audi 
aa  he  deraaed  qoalified  for  any  office  widtin  bis 
nomination ;  but  that,  after  a  Seaator  or  Repre- 
sentative shall  have  once  served  in  Congress,  if 
but  for  a  day,  he  was  iaeljratde  during  that  Presi- 
dential term  in  which  he  shall  have  done  it.  In 
their  object,  to  wit,  the  securing  of  legislative  in- 
dqiendeuee,  the  effects  of  the  two  propasitioua  will 
be  found  to  differ  more  in  words  than  substance. 

In  the  remarks  I  have  made  I  hope  I  have  done 
ipjury  to  the  feeling?  of  no  one.  I  certainly  did 
not  intend  it.  I  shall  also  regret  very  much  that 
any  one  should  suspect  me  of  alluding  rtan  to  the 
present  thui  past  Administrations  of^tbe  Gtorem- 
menL  1  disavow  every  such  inteation,  and  have 
carefully  avoided  a  comparison  between  them.  On 
this  subject,  there  is  tittle  difierence  between  them. 

When  Mr.  CoBB  had  concluded,  the  amend- 
ment rq>orted  to  the  said  resolution  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
was  then  read  and  concurred  in  by  the  House,  and 
the  said  amendment,  as  amended,  is  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 


"No  Senator  or  Kepresealativs  in  the  Cocgrew  of 
tha  Unilnl  Btslsi  tlull,  darins  Iha  tima  for  which  ha 
vrsa  elected,  or  within  DM  jeai  tbersa/ler.  be  ap- 
poinied  to  on;  civil  office  under  the  sBlhni^  «f  the 
United  Ststcs." 

On  the  question  to  order  the  resolmion  to  a  third 
reading,  a  debate  aroee,  which  occupied  about  two 
boors.  The  gendemen  who  engaged  in  the  debate 
wereMesBrB.TiHDaix,  BauaH,  ^mkims,  Nbals, 
Cobb,  Robbhtbon.  BaasEANT,  and  CcaBnair. 

Mr.  SiMKtHS,  of  South  Gartdipa,  aaid : — Not- 
wttfartanding,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  avenioa  of  the 
House  to  see  Its  precums  time  consumed  in  speeches 
yet  an  imperious  sense  of  dtity  constrains  me  to  call 
attention  to  a  measure  extraordinary  in  its  nataire 
and  consequences.  Sir,  the  propoecd  amendment 
is  bottomed  upon  an  impcoper  and  unfounded 
distrust  of  the  membesrs  <»  Congress — B  distrust 
mot  wamnted  by  any  thing  past  or  nesenl  in  our 
lensUtive  history.  The  proper  seleetioQ  of  all 
officers  in  the  pawn  of  the  Gxecotive  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  dtpenda  on  a  eorrect  and  perfect  knowi- 
edge  of  the  ptnons  to  be  apiniated.  Tins  knowl- 
edge, in  a  oounlry  so  extensive  and  so  diversified 
aa  onr^  is  hard  to  bt  ditained.  (low  can  it  be 
moetaoonntelrobtaiiwdl  is  the  true  question  now 
to  be  discunscd  and  deoidad.  Uy  (pinion,  moat 
is,  ibat  it  can  be  had  with  n 


UM^aivoeaUv,  i 
precnkm  and  ni 


naiioa  than  from  any  other  quarter 
whoever.  Here  every  manber  is  m  the  eye  of  the 
natitNt,  aad  on  its  looat  interestinff  theatre.  Here 
it  is  that  a  man  beeomea  not  onW  better  known, 
but  moM  perfectly  identified  with  the  history, 
measures,  and  sucoeaaes  of  the  National  Qovem- 
ment,  instituted  to  secure  the  proaj^mty  and  pro- 
mote the  happineas  of  the  whole  nation.  Here  it  is 
that  a  man's  political  principles,  honesty,  and  tal- 
ents, are  more  thoroughly  tested  and  tried  than 
in  any  other  sitnatioD ;  and  here  it  is  that  knowl- 
edge to  se^  and  experience  to  inquire  the  public 
good,  can  be  most  certaialy,  usefully,  and  easily 
obtamed. 

If  the  President,  in  makins  cboiee  of  important 
officera,  not  oily  for  his  Cabinet,  but  for  foreign 
aussions,  and  a  great  many  other  impwtant  ob/ 
jects,  is  cut  off  from  members  of  Congress,  as  the 
pcescnt  amendmeot  coatemplate?.  where  is  he  te 
look,  or  from  what  sources  can  he  collect  infoi- 
a  diiect  him  t  Can  he  look  to  the  dif- 
ferent State  LegislaturcE  1  If  he  does,  how  fev 
can  he  find  there  who  have  so  preeminently  #- 
tinguished  themselves  as  to  be  sufficiently  knon 
*~  the  President  or  the  nation.  Is  he,  then,  to  idy 
the  representations  of  factious  and  partsan 
newspapers  ?  or,  if>Bot,  oa  the  represenlatioof  of 
men  equally  factions  and  partial,  endeavoringto 

Siromote  the  views  oi  some  connexion  or  persoul 
BTorite,  who  may  or  who  may  not  hate  mett} 
Sir,  the  information  obtained  in  this  way  wHd 
be  not  only  vague  and  uncertain,  but  vKuld  ooie 
ofien  through  a  stream  so  polluted  and  mndi}''* 
to  be  of  a  most  dan^roos  character. 

But  it  may  be  said  that  members  of  Coqress 

may  be  amealed  to  for  a  history  of  the  chaictet 

id  quaTifications  of  those  fit  to  be  appealed. 
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to  tht  Cotutiiiaion. 


Adnoilted:  but  this  introduces  a  mischief  iufiaitc 
If  QDte  alamiing  iban  your  amendmeut  can  rem' 
edy.  You  compel  the  President  to  receive  tlicir 
informatioQ,  which  must  often  l>e  personal,  partial, 
and  sometimes,  of  course,  unfounded,  instead  of 
giving  him  an  oppoiiunity  of  judging  for  himself 
of  men  immediately  in  his  view,  and  upon  his 
own  lesponsibility.  When  a  member  serTes  in 
ibis  body  for  yesi^  if  he  has  talent  and  induatrr, 
he  must  oecome  useful,  promiueot,  and  distitieaisa- 
ed.  He  is  not  onl^  tried  in  talent,  bat  in  pcuitical 
honesty  and  consistency.  He  becomes  national 
property,  and  the  President  is  driven  to  no  second 
hai  '  


)r  doubtful  channel  for  char- 
acter or  informftlion.  He  is  enabled  to  judge  for 
himself. 

But  this  is  not  the  only  inconvenience  in  being 
compelled  to  receive  recommendations  through 
members  of  Congress.  You  thereby  make  mem- 
bers partisans  anaintriguers  for  offices  for  their  per- 
sonal friends.  You  increase  the  ef  it  your  amend- 
ment purports  CO  lemedv.  You  contaminate  and 
debase  the  very  source  which  you  affect  to  preserve 
pure.  You  set  the  artful  and  ambitions  among  the 
people  to  electioneer  for  members  of  Congress,  to 
enB.ole  them  thereby  to  obtain  offices ;  and  you  set 
members  of  Congress  to  intriguing  for  offices,  that 
they  may  promote  and  insure  their  elections. 

The  member  from  Georgia  who  proposed  this 
amendment  said,  that,  in  turning  his  attention  for 
a  few  years  back,  he  found  that  the  Presidents  had 
taten  ten  or  twelve  members  from  the  Senate, 
and,  perhaps,  double  that  number  from  the  House 
of  Representatives,  to  fill  offices  within  his  giit. 
Agreed,  sir ;  and  what  does  the  gentleman  prove 
by  this  ?  Has  he  shown  us  that  these  offices  have 
been  disgraced,  or  the  National  Legislature  injured 
by  this  course  ?  Can  he  say  that  the  offices  have 
been  not  well  filled  and  their  duties  faithfully  per- 
formed 7  I  aver  that,  in  general,  this  has  Veea  the 
case ;  and,  if  he  wishes  to  draw  any  inferences 
&vorable  to  his  amendment,  he  ought  to  have 
shown  this.  It  was  his  duty  to  have  proved  to 
Ibis  body  the  dangerous  consequences  arising  from 
the  facts  he  states.  Sir,  we  have  seen  DO  such  con- 
sequences, nor  do  I  believe  we  ever  shall.  In- 
trigues and  designs  belong  more  to  ambitious  men 
out  of  Congress  than  in  it,  and  many  instances 
could  be  mentioned  to  prove  this  assertion.  Mem- 
bers of  Congress  are  upon  their  good  behavior  be- 
fore the  whole  nation.  They  obtain  a  ^litical 
standing  and  character  in  the  eves  of  their  coun- 
try, which  become  sanctioned  and  consecrated,  and 
this  character  and  standing  can  only  be  retained 
by  a  steady,  honest,  and  consistent  political  course : 
and  let  me  tell  the  Honse,  that  the  President  would 
lessen,  and  eventually  destroy  his  own  character, 
if  he  did  not  appoint  men  of  tried  patriotism,  un- 
questionable experience,  and  distin^ished  talents. 
His  own  reputation  is  identified  with  that  of  the 
officers  of  tus  own  creation. 

But,  suppose  you  adopt  the  amendment,  where 
will  he  go  for  his  distinguished  officers?  We 
have  alr^dy  seen  that  there  are  very  few  men 
whose  talents  are  so  exalted,  or  whose  career  is  so 
bright,  as  to  introduce  them  to  the  view  of  the 
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President  whilst  they  act  in  the  comparatively 
narrow  compass  of  a  State.  He  must,  then,  resort 
principallv  to  his  diplomatic  corps  in  foreign  coun- 
tries lor  nis  appointments;  and  can  those  who 
have  resided  abroad  for  years,  removed  from  the 
habits,  political  institutions  and  government  of 
their  own  country,  and  who  may  imperceptibly  to 
themselves  have  imbibed  a  slight  tinge  ot  forragn 
habits  and  notions,  if  not  principled— I  sa^,  is  it 
safe  to  confine  the  President  to  those,  principally, 
to  fill  bis  highest  offices? 

Sir,  I  am  not  disposed  to  d^jade  Congress  in 
the  manner  this  amendment  contemplates.  I  have 
seen  often  much  reason  for  admiration  of  the  con- 
duct of  very  many  members:  and,  so  far  from  this 
illiberal  distrust,  1  have  confidence  in  the  body  of 
whom  I  have  the  honor  to  be  a  member— I  deem 
the  members  honorable  and  fit  for  an^  trust,  and 
this  is  the  theatre  on  which  to  try  their  int»rity 
and  usefulness;  and  permit  me  to  say  they  will,  in 
proportion  to  their  services  here,  be  more  and 
more  fitted  for  the  higher  and  more  honorable 
offices,  if  there  are  any  such. 

Sir,  it  may  be  said  that  members  should  feel  a 
delicacy  in  opposing  this  amendment,  because  it 
goes  to  destroy  their  chance  for  offices.  I,  for  one, 
feel  no  such  delicacy— I  seek  not,  nor  do  I  expect 
piomotion — but,  for  the  good  of  the  nation,  1  would 
not  confine  the  President  in  his  choice^  and,  least 
of  all,  woi^d  I  cut  him  off  from  a  body,  from  its 
very  nature,  better  calculated  to  afford  good  offi- 
cers than  any  other.  I,  then,  see  no  reason  for 
thus  disfranchizing  members  of  Congress,  and 
stigmatizing  them  in  the  eyes  of  the  nation;  and, 
Mr.  Speaker,  permit  me  to  say  that,  if  I  were  com- 
peUed  either  to  exclude  memhcrs  altogether,  or  to 
choose  from  among  them  alone,  I  would  prefer  the 
latter  alternative. 

It  is,  therefore,  I  think,  evident  that  it  would  be 
unwise  to  exclude  the  Executive  from  his  choice 
among  members  of  Congress,  because  they  are, 
from  their  very  situation,  better  known  to  the 
Piesident  and  the  nation. 

Because  their  political  and  moral  integrity  will 
be  more  thoroughly  tried; 

Because  they  will  acquire  greater  experience 
and  knowledge  on  a  theatre  at  which  almost  all 
men  of  promise  aim ;  and 

Because,  by  a  probation  on  this  theatre,  men 
become  more  national,  more  attached  to,  and 
identified  with  the  Constitution  and  measures  of 
their  Oovernment;  and  because  1  hey  become,  in 
tnith,  more  truly  American. 

Mr.  CoBBHiN,  of  Massachusetts,  said^  when  the 
resolution  was  first  submitted,  he  wa.s  inclined  to 
view  it  with  benignant  sensations;  but,  upon  re- 
flection, he  now  viewed  it  with  less  complaeencf. 
The  amendment  would  not  answer  the  purpose 
contemplated.  That  ambition  must  be  short- 
sighted, indeed,  which  did  not  look  ahead  beyond 
two  or  even  six  years.   And,  supposing  a  man  ca- 

Kble  of  being  moved  by  any  influence  that  misht 
exerted  upon  him,  he  would  make  bis  calcnlA- 
tion  of  being,  for  the  limited  term,  a  good  and 
faithful  servant ;  and  then  waiting,  in  humble  aa> 
BUrance,  aAer  a  short  period,  of  entering  into  the 
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joys  of  his  political  lord.  But,  coateoded  Mi.  C.i 
shouli]  the  amendmeot  pioposed  lessen  the  chiuice 
of  Executive  influence,  as  was  the  avowed  object 
of  the  honorable  mover,  he  apprehended  more  in- 
jury from  the  diminution  thun  benefit.  The  Ex- 
ecutive he  conceived  to  be  the  weakest  co-ordi- 
nate branch  of  the  Gkivemnient.  He  was  unwil- 
ling to  abridge  any  of  its  Constitutional  preroga- 
tives, 01  to  impair  the  influence  of  any  patronage 
which,  hy  the  Constitution,  might  be  attached  to 
it  The  influence  of  the  Eieeutive,  to  his  know- 
ledge, never  had  been  improperly  exerted ;  it  had 
Enerally  been  salutary  in  its  effects.  There  could 
no  just  o^ection  to  this  legitimate  influence, 
that  its  benefits  had  been  usually  experienced  by 
the  friends  of  the  Chief  MagLstnte.  Who  should 
be  benefited  in  preference  to  his  friends  1  who,  in 
Ms  opinion,  must  also  be  the  friends  of  the  nation. 
Other  thin^£  being  equal,  a  nreference  should  be 

fiven  to  friends.  Wo  be  to  tne  man  who  neglects 
is  friends  and  courts  his  enemies,  and  relies  on 
their  attachment  for  his  su^ort !  It  was  said  of 
Charles  II.,  of  England,  that,  when  he  passed  an 
act  of  indemnity  to  his  enemies,  he  consigned  his 
friends  to  oblivion. 

Mr.  C.  hoped  that  no  supreme  Executive  of  the 
United  States  would  ever  incur  a  similar  reproacL 
Gentlemen,  conscious  of  human  frailty,  were  of 
opinioit  that  the  safely  of  human  virtue  depended 
materially  on  its  exemption  from  trial.  He  was 
imt  disposed  to  dispute  the  justness  of  the 
ment  They  had  enforced  Uieir  doctrine  by  the 
highest  authority :  "  Lead  us  not  into  temptation." 
He  acknowledged  its  pertinence — he  felt  its  force. 
But  virtue.  Christian  virtue,  as  piue  as  i: 
source,  does  not  usually  flourish  without  the  hope 
of  receiving  its  appropriate  rewards.  Will  patri. 
otism  attain  its  nul  vigor  if  denied  all  nourish- 
meni,  every  motive  that  may  serve  to  water  its  rooi 
and  expand  its  germ?  Gentlemen  had  enforced 
and  adorned  their  reasoning  by  Scripture  lansuE^e. 
t^  trusted  he  also,  without  any  unfavoraQe  im- 
putation, might  be  Indulged  in  a  similar  liberty. 
*'  Be  not  weary  in  well  dnng  j  for  in  due  time  you 
shall  reap,  if  you  faint  not."  The  motive  here 
contained  is  no  less  useful  to  animate  the  patriot 
than  it  is  the  man  of  piety.  The  proposed  amend' 
ment,  as  it  was  not  calculated  to  answer  the  end 
proposed — and  if  it  were,  the  eSect  would  not  be 
talutary,  as  it  would  lessen  a  motive  to  eitraordi- 
nary  exertion  for  the  public  good— ought  not,  in 
llis  opinion,  to  be  adopted. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  Shall  the  said 
reaolattoB  be  engrosaed,  and  read  a  third  time  1  and 
detennined  in  the  n^juive — yeas  72,  nays  87,  as 
follows: 

Yai»— Mbhtl  Abbot,  Adam*,  Alaiandar,  Allen  of 
HusMiDKtti,  Allen  of  New  York,  Allen  of  Ten- 
n«Ma«,  Archer  of  Virfioia,  Baker,  Ball,  fiuboor.Bijr- 
b,  Beochcr,  Bodeu,  Bumall,  ButluoTHsw  Utaip- 
■niie,  Butlsr  of  LauUions.  Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocka, 
CraAi,  Crftitfoid,  Crowell,  Culpeper,  Enrle,  EdKarda 
or  North  CvoliDs,  Paj,  FlojiJ,  Oiraelt,  Gran  of  New 
York,  Hall  of  New  York,  H»II  of  Worth  Carolim, 
Reodricki,  BBrrick,Heistar,Hoolts,  Jones  of  VitiioiB, 
Jon«i  o£TeiinenM,  Eendatl,  Kent,  Little,  Marchaod, 


Meigi,  Mercer,  Metcalf,  Monel],  Morton,  Muiraj, 
Nede,  Overttreet,  Pbelpi,  Pindall.Plumsr,  Reed,  How, 
Bnis,  Gavrjer,  Sloan,  Stocumb,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia, 
Blorre,  Strong  of  Vermont,  SweariDgen,  Tarr,  TericU, 
Trscy,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  South  Cirolina,  Tjler, 
Van  Rensielier.  Whitman,  Williama  of  Virginia,  and 
Williima  of  North  Carolina. 

Nats — Mema.  Archer  of  Huylanc),  Baldwio,  Bat«> 
man,  Bloomfiald,  Brown,  Bmifa,  Bryan.  BoBlim, 
Campbatl,  Caie,  Clafatt,  Clark,  Cook,  Cnlbrelh,  Codi* 
~  OulhbertiDarKnitaa,  Davidion,  Denniaon,  De- 
_.  .  DowM,  Edi^,  EdwBidt  of  Connecticut,  Errin, 
Fiaber,  Fdia,  Foot,  Ford,  Fuller,  OroM  of  PcddbjI- 
vaoia,  Hacklier,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hardin,  Hawd, 
Hibehman,  H^es,  Hosletter,  Kinaey,  Kineley,  Liiu. 
Livermore,  Lowndce,  Ljnmn,  Madaj,  McCoy,  Me- 
Crcary,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentockj, 
Mallary,  Mason,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Moeelev,  Nel- 
■on  of  Maasachnaetla,  NeUoo  of  Virginia,  Newton, 
Parker  of  Uaasachuietli,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Fatter- 
ion,  Philaon,  Pitcher,  Rankin,  Rhea,  Rich,  Richard*, 
Richmond,  Ringgold,  Robertaon,  Rogers,  Sampson, 
Bergeint,  Settle,  Shaw,  SiUbce,  Stmkins,  Smith  of 
New  Jenej,  Smith  of  North  Carolioa,  Boalbard,  Ste- 
vens, Street,  Strong  of  New  York,  Taylor,  Tomlioion, 
TompkiM,  Wallace,  Wendover,  and  Wood. 
And  so  the  said  amendment  was  rejected. 


MoKDAT,  April  IT. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  committed  the 
engrossed  bill  for  thereliefof  Ann  Mclntire,  widow 
and  administratrix  of  Andrew  Mclntire,  deceased, 
reported  the  same,  without  amendment.  And  <hi 
his  motion  the  bill  was  postponed  indefinitely. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  also  committed  the  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  Weils,  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment. Mr.  9.  moved  that  the  bill  beabo  postponed 
indefinitely  J  when,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Morton, from  theselect  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  resolution  bata  the  Senate  fixing 
a  period  for  the  termination  of  the  present  session 
of  Congress,  made  a  report  in  part,  which  was 
read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Haboik  moved  that  the  select  committee  to 
which  is  referred  the  resolution  from  the  Senate 
fixing  a  period  for  the  termination  of  the  present 
session  of  Congress  bediscbaiged  from  tbenuther 
Goosideration  thereof,  which  was  decided  in  the 
nesatiTe — yeas  6S.  nays  71, 

Mr.  Slocumb  tWi  moved  that  the  House  do 
now  proceed  to  consider  the  resolutioa  submitted 
by  him  on  the  sixth  ultima,  to  &x  a  period  for  the 
termination  of  the  present  session. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken,  bj  yeas  and 
na^s,  Will  the  House  now  proceed  to  coiuidei  the 
said  resolution?  and  was  decided  in  the  negative- 
yeas  86,  nays  70. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke, 

Ordtnd,  That  the  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
War  transmtttiiu' ctques  of  contracts.  &c.,  entered 
into  at  the  War  Department,  since  the  year  1S15, 
for  the  ImildinEand  repairing  arsenals,  magazines, 
and  amud^TV  refened  to  a  sdect  eommittee; 
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and,  Messrs.  Cocke,  Simkirs,  and  Storbb,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Lo  VNDES  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
C,  N.  Bock,  in  relation  to  the  case  of  the  Danish 
brigauiine  Henrick:  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  ofthewholeto  which  is  comtnitted  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  on 
that  case. 

The  hill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  rel- 
ative to  the  Arkansai  Territory,"  was  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

Ad  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "Ad  act  to  annex 
certain  lands  within  the  Territory  of  Michigan  to 
the  land  district  of  Detroit,"  was  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

"A  resolution  givins  the  consent  of  Congress  to 
a  compact  concluded  Detween  the  States  of  Ken- 
tucky and  Tennessee,  for  the  settleiQeni  of  their 
boundary  line,"  wu  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Stomu  mored  that  die  Hoase  do  now  pro- 
ceed to  consider  the  hilt  confirming  the  title  01  the 
Mohiccan  or  Stockbridge  tribe  of  Indiani  to  certain 
lands.    The  motion  was  negatived. 

STATE  OF  MANIJFAGTUREB. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Lowhdkb,  the  Hoose^oceed- 
ed  to  consider  the  resolnlion  submitted  by  nim,  on 
Saturday,  calling  on  the  Coidmittee  of  Manufac- 
tares  to  report  certain  information  respecting  the 
state  of  manufhetures  in  the  United  Slates. 

On  this  proposition  arose  a  short  debate,  in  the 
course  of  which  the  motion  was  supported  and 
opposed  as  follows:  AffinnaliTe — Messrs.  Lown- 
SEB,  Ttleb,  B&itBoDB,  and  Culpepbr  ;  negatiTC,  . 
Messrs.  Baldwin,  Seroeakt,  Fdllgr,  Orosb,  of  1 
New  York,  and  Little. 

Those  who  supported  the  motion  argued,  thai 
encouragement  whs  demanded  for  oar  manufac- 1 
turers  by  increased  duties,  on  the  ground  that  they  | 
Trere  now  oppressed  and  ruined ;  that  it  was  neces-  j 
sary  to  have  these  facts  to  know  how  far  these  ' 
allegations  were  true  or  otherwise — to  know  whe- 
tbei  the  distress  comj^ned  of  was  in  fact  real  or 
SDpposi  titious. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  was  argued,  that  the  revi- 
sion gf  the  taiiff  had  been  proposed  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Mano^turei  from  considerations  of  na- 
tional policy,  and  not  from  a  minute  inveatigatim 
of  details;  that  theinfonnalicHiasked  was  notsnch 
as  a  committee  of  this  House  ought  to  be  reqtiired 
to  give,  and  which  each  member  could  as  well 
procure  for  himself  at  a  committee  for  him ;  and  1 
that  the  adoptioa  of  the  retolre  would  serve  the 
pturpose  of  dnay,  Ac. 

The  question  being  taken,  by  yeas  and  nays,  on  I 
agreeing  to  the  resolve,  there  were — For  tbereaun- 
tion  72,  against  it  90,  as  follows : 

TiAS— Messrs.  Abbot,  Atclaailar, AUep  ofTanDSi- 
•ee,  AadertoD,  ArcberofMarfluid,  Archer  of  TirsiniB, 
Ball,  Barboar,  Bi^sn,  Unffiim,  Barton,  Burwell,  Btitler 
«f  New  Hunpshlre,  Batler  of  Loai««n*.  Cannon, 
Cliselt,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crafts,  ('rawford,  Urowell, 
Cntpcper,  CDlhbert,I>avidM>n,EdwirdBof  North  Csr- 
alina,  Erria,  Fiihflr,  Floyd,  Fnller,  Oamett,  Hall  of 
North  Carahna,  Hardin,  Hill,  Hoimn,  Booki,  Jones 
of  Thfinii,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Livennore,  He* 


itj,  M  . 

■elts,  Nelion  of  Virginia.  Ovsistreet,  Parksi  of  Tii- 
ginia,  Plnckney,  PinililJ,  Plumar,  Rankin.  Reed,  Rhea, 
Ringgold,  RobtrtMin,  8«ttle,  SiUbee,  Simkins,  Slocnmb, 
Smith  of  Marftand,  B.  Smilb  of  Virginia,  Smith  of 
North  Carolina,  Strong  oF  Vermont,  Sweahngsn, 
TeireJI,Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tnckar  of  Sonth  Garalinm, 
Tjlsr,  Walker,  WilUataa  of  Virginia,  and  WilJiauu  of 
North  CaraliDB. 

Hats — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Net*  fork.  Baker, 
Baldwin,  Bateman,  Baedier,  BIoomGeld,  BodsD, 
Brown,  Brnah,  Campbell,  Caae,  Clark,  Cook,  Cnlbratb, 
Cushman,  Darlington,  Denniion,  Dewitt,  Dickinson, 
Oowae,  Edwards  of  Connacticnl,  Edwards  of  Pe&nayl- 
vania.  Fa;,  Foot,  Ford,  Forreil,  Oroia  of  New  York, 
Grou  of  Penniylvuiia,  Hackle;,  Hall  of  New  York, 
Hall  of  Delaware,  Hazard,  Hendricks,  Herriek,  Hibsh- 
man,  Heiiter,  Uostetter,  Kendall,  Einse;,  Kinsley, 
Little,  Linn,  L;m>n,  MacU;,  McLaae  of  Delaware, 
McLean  of  Kentuck;,  MaUaiT,  Mucbaiid,  Meson, 
Meigi,  Melcsif,  R.  Moore,  6.  Moore,  Monell,  Moiton, 
Hosele;,  Murrn;,  Newton,  Parker  of  Massachusetts, 
PMKrson,  Fhelps,  Philson,  Pitcher,  Rich,  Richards, 
Ricbmoftd,  Rogers,  Rom,  Rnas.  Sampson,  Sawyer, 
Sergeant,  Shaw,  Sloan,  Smith  ofNowJerae;, Southard, 
Stevans,  Storrt,  Street,  Terr,  Ts;toi,  Torotinson, 
TompkiiM,  Tracy,  Tiimble,  Van  Henwdssr,  WaUsot, 
Wendorer,  and  Wood. 

80  the  resolution  was  rejected. 
SEMINOLE  WAR. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
officers  and  volunteers  engaged  in  the  late  campaign 
against  the  Senunole  Indians,  Mr.  Gampbbll  m 
the  chair. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Cannon  made  a  few  observations  in  &vor 
ofthebiU. 

Mr.  PiNOALL  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  ihe  table, 
with  the  view  of  obtaining  information  whethn 
or  not  these  men  received  tneir  forty  cents  per  day 
for  the  use  of  the  bosses,  after  those  h<nses  wen 
dead,  until  the  end  of  the  camnaiffn. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  PiKiULi, 
and  HABniN,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Cakhor, 
Joasa,  and  ALt-EK,  of^  Tennessee. 

It  was  decided  in  the  afflmutive— 70,  to  63.  80 
the  biU  lies  on  the  table. 

SALE  OF  PUBLIC  LANDS. 
The  House  then  rewilved  itself  into  a  Ci 


the  r«demp(icHL  of.  lands  sold  to  pay  u 
in  certain  cases. 

Mr.  Sbboeant  mored  an  amendmoit  to  provide 
how  deeds  shall  he  made  to  purchasers  of  lands  sold 
for  the  payment  of  the  direct  tax,  where  there  is 
no  collector  now  to  do  it — Agreed  to. 

No  other  debate  or  proceeding  took  place  on  this 
bill.  To  the  same  Committee  of  the  Whole  was 
referred  two  or  three  other  bills ;  among  them, 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  making  further  provisioQ 
for  the  sale  of  the  |ioblic  lands  (for  changing  the 
system  froma  credit  to  cash  payments.) 

Mr.  AHDBB8ON  delivered  a  speech  of  half  an 
houT^  length  in  favor  of  the  bill. 
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Mr.  Jongs  deliTered  Ms 
able  leoEtii  against  the  bill.  ! 

Mr.  CftowELL,  of  AUbsma,  follaweil,  also  in  op- 
position to  tbe  bill. 

Mr.  Bbusb,  of  Ohio,  spoke  in  support  of  the  bill. 

Mi.  Browh,  of  Kentucky,  foUowea  in  opposition 
to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Fdlleb.  of  Massachusetts,  spoke  iasoppoit 
of  the  Jull^  when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson, 
the  Committee  rose,  and  the  House  atUourned. 


Tdesdat,  ApTil  18. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorpoiate  the 
inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Washington,  and  to 
repeal  all  other  acts  upon  that  subject,"  reported 
theaame  with  amendments  i  which  were  read,  and, 
togetherwith  the  bill,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WiLLiAna,  of  North  Can>- 
luta,  the  Secretary  of  War  was  directed  to  lay  be- 
five  this  House  the  proceedings  of  the  court  martial 
on  the  late  trial  of^  William  King,  cdonel  of  the 
foonh  legimoit  of  United  States'  infantry. 

A  mesnge  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  disagree  to  the  first  amaidment 
proposed  by  this  House  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  establish  a  district  court  in  the  State  of  Alaba- 
ma i"  and  they  acree  to  the  second  amendment  to 
the  said  tall,  with  an  amendment.  They  have 
fwcrt  billi  of  the  followiuc  titles,  to  wit:  "An 
act  to  provide  for  clothing  the  Army  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  "An  act 
fo  provide  for  the  expert  of  Burveying  certain 
parts  of  the  coast  of  North  CaroUna,  and  for  othei 
purposes;" — in  which  amendment  and  bills  they 
atk  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  SpBAKsa  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
icom  the  Secretary  of  State,  enclosing  a  copy  of 
the  aet  of  the  Legislature  of  Peansylvania,  Milled 
for  by  a  resolution  introduced  by  Mr.  Pihoall, 
vane  davs  ago,  entitled  "An  aet  to  prevent  kid- 
B^piDg."  It  was  referred  to  the  select  committee 
appointed  on  the  subject  of  reclaiming  fugitives 
Ecom  labor. 

The  bill  this  day  received  from  the  Senate,  for 
clotbiog  the  Army  in  domestic  fabrics;  and  the 
lull  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for  the  expense  of 
•orveying  the  coast  of  North  Carolina ; — were  sev- 
vtily  read  twice,  and  referred. 

The  engrossed  bill  extendin?  the  time  allowed 
for  the  redemption  of  land  sold  for  direct  taxes, 
■nd  purchased  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  was 
read  tiie  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  concmreace. 

PUBLIC  EZPENDITUHE8. 
Mi.  Sihkins,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Expenditures,  made  a  report  in  obedience  to  the 
resolution  directing  them  "  to  inquire  and  report 
the  amount  of  the  several  items  which  are  charged 
upon  the  contingent  fund,  and  whether  in  their 
opinion  the  exp«iditures  mav  not  in  future  be  di' 
minished,  consistently  with  the  public  interest  and 
the  accommodation  of  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 


o  lie  on  the 

The  Committee  of  Public  Eipenditaros,  nho  wera 

raqaired,  bj  a  roMilation  of  thiiHoussof  the day 

of  December  lut,  "  inqnin  and  lepoit  the  amoant  of 
'  the  several  items  ivhich  are  charged  npon  the  con- 
tingent fund,  sad  nhether,  in  their  opinion,  **" 
eipenditarea  maj  not  in  ruture  be  d'    '   '  '    ' 


That  they  immediatetj  took  into  coniiderktioD  tho 
tboTc  resolutioD,  and,  although  strictlj  ipeakiDg.thur 
inqairy  might  leem  bi  haTs  been  directed  to  the  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  Home,  of  which  the;  ani 
memben,  jet  ifaey  tboaght  it  embraced  within  ths 
■cope  of  the  reoolntion  to  go  ftaithei.  In  confonnity 
thereto,  they  prompUy  addmaed  a  letter  to  each  of 
the  beads  of  the  Ezecntiva  Depeitments,  via,;  the 
SMTStary  of  State,  the  Treasory,  of  War,  and  of  the 
Navj,  of  which  the  papei  marked  A  is  a  copy.  Tbtt, 
finm  the  first,  thay  rcoeived  the  latter  and  Mcnmenta 
coDiaincd  in  the  envelope  narked  B ;  from  the  Becrs- 
lary  of  the  Treamiiy,  thej  received  the  letter,  docu- 
ments, and  TODchen  marked  C ;  from  the  SecTctaij 
of  War,  the  lettei*  and  docomenti  contained  in  the 
envelope  marked  D;  and  from  the  Sectetaiy  ot  the 
Navy,  the  letters  and  items  contained  in  emelope  B; 
which  lettete.  documents,  and  vouchera  conlsined  all 
the  information  ^impoitance,  touching  the  said  reso- 
lution, which  could  be  obtained  from  these  Depart- 

It  is  trae  that  the  attention  of  the  committee.has 
been  directed  to  lome  charge*  of  sbnaes  alleged  to 
have  taken  place  in  tbe  Navy  Department,  some  two 
01  three  yean  ago.  That  to  these  chargea  the  com- 
mittee directed  the  attention  of  the  Seeretary  of  the 
Depirtment,  whase  prcutiai  province  and  duty  the 
committee  deemed  it  to  be  to  supervise  and  regulate 
his  Department,  and  correct  abDeea,  if  any  eiiited 
therein. 

Upon  the  whole,  this  part  of  the  transaction  has 
ended  in  cbargei  on  the  one  hand,  and  detail*  on  the 
other,  many  of  which  were  of  ■  private  and  iadividnal 
character ;  and,  inasmuch  as  no  practical  result  conld, 
in  the  opinion  of  yonr  committee,  grow  ont  of  a  fnr- 
ther  perseverance  in  an  investigation  of  such  a  nature, 
they  think  it  beet  to  leave  the  afiair  with  tite  head  of 
the  proper  Department,  conaidariug  that  aboss*  fif 
any  have  nialed)  will  be  promptly  and  eSacluslIy 
corrected. 

Yonr  committee,  in  laming  thrit  attention  to  the 
contingent  eipenss*  of  thia  Booae,  (for  with  those  of 
the  Senate  they  did  not  feel  it  Uieir  dnty  to  inter- 
fere,) spplied  to  the  Clerk  for  information,  who,  with 
promptDBsa,  gave  his  personal  attention  befon  yonr 
committee  at  two  diSerenI  times,  and  afibrded  all  the 
information  in  hi*  power ;  the  substance  of  which  i« 
contained  in  a  letlei  fion  him,  herewith  ■ofamitted 
and  marked  F. 

Thil  the  existence  of  impoiitiona  to  a  certain  bat 
perhaps  unavoidable  eitent,  in  the  quality  and  even 

Juantily  of  Btalionec;  end  other  aiticlea  furnished  this 
[oQse.  and  in  the  wood  provided  (at  its  oonanmptiaa, 
■re  not  only  pooible,  but  even  probable,  althoogh  the 
committee  have  not  been  able  to  deaigoite  any  par^ 
ticnlai  eaae,  and  beg  leave  to  enggest  that  the  eoiract 
management,  aafety,  and  economy  of  all  these  artjdee 
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mu(  maiolj  draend  npog  the  Tigiluiee  ind  fidelilj 
of  the  officen  of  ths  Hoiua. 

After  tha  moat  diligent  inTeitigalion  nhich  jroQl 
Mnunitte*  bsT*  beta  etuibleil  to  make,  theit  inquiries 
hate  reinked  in  not  being  enabled  to  delect  uij 
•buaei,  if  any  bare  eiiated,  oi  do  eiiit  j  nor  have 
ibe;  beSD  able  to  diacorer  bow,  oi  in  nbst  manner, 
tbe  •xpenditnrea  vpon  tbe  contingent  fnnd  of  Ibis 
Eonie  can  ba  diminiahed,  conaiatently  nithtbe  public 
iulareat,  oi  itj  comfortable  accommodation. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  He  on  the  table. 

The  House  took  up  the  bill  to  establish  a  disiric) 
court  ID  Alabama,  and  insisted  on  their  amend- 


enL  reducing  tbe  salary  of  the  judge  from  3,000 
to  IjOOO  doUan,  which  bad  been  disagreed  to  by 
the  Senate,  and  disagreed  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  adding  fifty  dollars  to  the  salary  of  the  dis- 
trict attoraer- 

STOCKBWDGE  INDIANS. 
Tbe  House  took  up  the  bill  to  confirm  the  title 
of  tbe  Mobiccan  or  Siockbridge  Indians  to  certain 
lands  lying  on  White  river,  in  Indiana ;  upon 
'wbich  much  discussion  arose,  and,  after  several 
amendments  bad  been  proposed,  some  of  which 
were  adopted  and  others  rejected,  the  question  was 
taken  on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill  for  a  third 
leading,  and  decided  in  the  negative  by  yeas  and 
nays-^or  the  engrossment  52,  against  it  93 : 

TiAB — Heaan.  Allen  of  Haaaacboaetta,  Allen 
Hew  Ywk,  Arcbei  of  Virginia,  Baker,  Biyan,  Butler 
of  New  Hampabira,  Clark,  Crawford,  Coabman,  Cutb- 
bert,  Davidaon,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Dowae,  Ednarda  of 
FennajUania,  Ford,  Forreat,  Groia  of  New  Toik, 
Hacklej,  Jonea  of  Virginia,  Keat,  Kiuiej,  Livermare, 
XiOwndaa,  hjaian,  Maclay,  McCroaiy,  Maaon,  Meiga, 
Mercer,  MoneU,  Neale,  Nelaon  of  Maaaacboietta,  Nel- 
son of  Virginia,  Pincknev,  Findall,  Pttcber,  Ricbmand, 
Robertson,  Settle,  Soatbard,  Btorn,  Strong  of  New 
York,  Taylor,  Tomlinaon,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Trimtde, 
Tucker  of  Sontb  Carolina,  Van  Renaaelaer,  Williima 
of  North  Carolina,  and  Wood. 

NiTa — Measia.  Alexander,  Allen  of  Tannaaaee,  An- 
jdeitfOD,  Ardier  of  Mainland,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbonr, 
Bateman,  Beecbar,  Bloomfleld,  Bodan,  Brown,  Brash, 
Boffom,  Burton,  Bnrwell,  Bgiler  oS  Loataana,  Camp. 
baU,  Cannon,  Caae,  Clagett,  Cobb,  Cook,  Crafts,  CdI- 
breth,  Cnlpepei,  Darlington,  Danniaon,  Earle,  Eddy, 
Edwarda  of  Connecticut,  Fay,  Fiaber,  Floyd,  Folget, 
Foot,  Gross  of  PennayNania,  Hall  of  Delanara,  Hall 
of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  Haiard,  Hendricka,  Hei- 
lick,  Bibabman,  Heister,  Hill,  Holmea,  Books,  Hos- 
tatter,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kendall,  Kinsley,  LiUle, 
Iiinn,  McCtn,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mallary,  Metcsl^ 
H-  Moore,  Morton,  Murray,  Newton,  OTeratreet,  Par- 
ker of  Haaaaehnsett*,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Patterson, 
nelpa,  Pbilson,  Plumer,  Bhea,  Rich,  Rii^ards,  Ring- 
gold,  Rogers,  Rosa,  8am  peon,  Silabae,  Sim  kins,  Sloan, 
alocnmb,  SmiUkof  New  Jeraay,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia, 
Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Staraiia,  Strong  of  Termimt, 
Tarr,  Terrell,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tyler,  Walker,  Wal- 
Jaee,  Wandovar,  and  WUliama  of  Virginia. 
And  so  the  said  bill  was  rejected. 

SALES  OF  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  House  then  resolred  itself  into  a  Cominit- 

lee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate 

leducing  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  and  estab- 

liihiikg  cash  payments  therefor. 


Mr.  RoBEBTsoH,  of  Kentucky,  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  R.  said,  that  it  was  with  reluctance  and  un- 
feigned diffidence  be  had  taken  tbe  floor  to  offer 
to  the  Committee  any  thing  which  be  would  be 
ableto  say  on  the  interesting  subject  imder  con> 
sideration.  He  was  not  friendly  to  apologetical 
speeches,  nor  in  the  habit  of  making  them.  But 
he  owed  to  the  Committee  an  aptdogy  for  his  ina- 
bility, owing  to  the  circumstances  under  which  he 
appeared  bdore  them,  to  make  them  any  adequate 
return  for  their  kind  indulgence  in  rising,  on  hia 
motion,  to  give  bim  a  full  opportunity  to  deliver 
his  sentiments.  Laboring  wiaer  severe  indisposi- 
tion, be  was  totally  incapacitated  to  do  justice  to 
the  CoDunittee,  or  to  the  subject  which  he  was 
about  to  discuss.  Under  this  embarrassment,  well 
aware  of  the  magnitude  of  tbe  subject,  and  of  the 
delicate  and  intereeting  considerations  involved  in 
its  discussion,  and  tbe  great  intnesl  to  be  affected 
by  its  decision,  he  wonid  not,  if  permitted  to  con- 
sult his  feeling^  obtrude  hinuelf  on  the  Commit- 
tee, but  would  surrender  the  floor  most  cbeetfoUy 
some  other  member  who  could  entertain  them 
3ie  profitably  and  acceptably  than  he  could  hope 
to  do  under  themostfavorable  circumstances.  But 
the  peculiar  situation  in  which  he  happened  to 
stand  left  him  no  such  discretion.  He  felt  himadf 
constrained,  by  a  sense  of  duty  to  his  St«te  and  to 
himself,  to  give  some  of  the  Teasons  which  would 
influence  his  vote. 

Having  introduced,  early  in  tbe  session,  a  reao- 
lutioa  instructing  the  Committee  on  PnUic  Lands 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  the  measure  now 
under  consideration,  it  was  necessary,  lest  he  might 
be  suspected  of  a  dereliction  of  duty,  to  defend  the 
policy  of  the  system  he  had  recommended.  And, 
having  the  misfortune  not  to  be  supported  by  the 
co^Kiperation  of  some  of  his  colteagnee,  who  op- 
pcoed  the  bill  from  an  apprehension  that  it  wonld 
mjure  the  Western  country,  (part  of  which  he  rep- 
resented,) and  aimed  a  blow  at  its  prosperity  and 
influence,  he  felt  imperiously  called  upon,  by  con- 
siderations which  he  could  not  resist,  and  oUiga- 
lions  from  which  he  should  not  shrink,  to  vindi- 
cate tbe  policy  of  his  course,  and  endavor  to 
maintain  the  rectitude  of  his  opinions  and  tbe  in- 
t«rity  of  his  motives. 

He  said,  that  he  was  not  so  vain  as  to  suppoM 
that  be  wonld  be  able  to  offer  to  the  Comimttee 
any  considerations  in  favor  of  the  bill  which  had 
not  occurred  to  them,  but  he  did  hope  and  believe 
that  he  should  be  able  successfully  to  defuid  his 
opinions  with  the  nation,  and  even  the  Westeni 
country.  Crude  and  uninteresting  as  tbe  desuttoiy 
observaliotu  he  should  make  must  necessarily  b^ 
he  hoped  the  Committee  would  hear  him  pa- 
tiently. No  one  could  be  insensible  to  the  im- 
portance of  the  subject,  or  to  the  necesNty  of  se- 
rious and  sober  deliberation  in  deciding  on  it.  it 
was  a  question  in  which  not  only  the  Government 
lut  the  people — not  only  the  West  but  the  East-. 
not  only  the  present  generation  but  posteritj^-^wu 
in  some  degree  interested.  He  feared  that  its  iin- 
portancewas  not  sufficiently  fell,  nor  its  chaiactar 
and  its  tendencies  fully  undentood. 
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He  woald  Dot  kttempt  to  ^iye  it  aoy  ^titioua 
importance.  It  was,  mtrinEically,  as  ititerestJDg 
to  the  people  as  any  subject  that  engaged  the  at- 
tention of  Congress  dorioj;  the  present  Mssion. 
Whether  regarded  in  its  eflects  on  the  fiscal  con- 
oens  of  the  OoTenunent,  or  the  strength,  pros- 
jierity,  and  indntendence  of  the  West^  or  its  inev- 
itable monl  and  political  tendencie*,  it  hid  strong 
chtinu  to  the  moat  dispanionate  connderation. 

HaTins  bextowed  od  the  subject,  said  Mr.  R., 
all  the  nSection  that  its  importance  and  a  due  re- 
spect foe  th«  opinions  of  others  required  and  his 
lunited  HM&ns  permitted,  and  having  come  to  the 
caacfauion  that  the  pamge  of  the  bill  was  dc 
mandtd  by  considomtioDs  of  policy,  which  he 
thought  a  statesman  could  not  safely  resist,  he 
coold  not  besiaie  to  give  it  his  vote,  disregarding 
the  ooDsevunees  that  had  been  threatened.  He 
felt  bound  to  discharge  his  dnty  impartially,  and 
he  should  do  it  fearleBsly. 

He  said  be  regretted  uiatbecotild  not  co-operate 
with  his  coUeaeae,  (the  Speaker,^  whose  feelings 
OD  this  subject  ne  admired,  but  with  whose  opin- 
ions he  could  not  concur. 

But  be  must  be  permitted,  on  this  as  well  as  all 
other  occasions  of  puldic  duty,  to  pursue  the  dic- 
tates of  his  own  conscience  and  judgment.  He 
acted,  he  said,  on  his  own  responsibility;  and,  if 
be  was  wrong,  it  was  sufficient  for  him  that  he 
believed  he  was  right.  And  on  this  subject,  he 
said,  others  might  think  as  they  pleased,  but  he 
felt  a  strong  conriction  that  the  adoption  of  the 
cash  system  would  promote  not  only  the  interest 
of  the  Oenemt  Gbvernment,  and  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  but  the  substantia  and  perma- 
nent interest  of  the  Western  country. 

Mr.  R,  said,  that  the  question  was  not  whether 
the  plan  for  selling  the  puUic  lands,  now  proposed 
BS  a  substitute  for  the  one  in  operation,  was  unex- 
ceptjonablcj  or  would  effectually  jirerent  the  re- 
currence of  ^1  the  abuses  and  difficulties  wbich 
it  was  acknowledged  had  resulted  from  defects  in 
the  latter,  but  only  whether  it  be  more  perfect,  and 
faetttr  suited  to  the  purposes  forwhieh  the  old  sys- 
tem was  established. 

He  said,  that  the  Senate's  bill,  like  all  other 
human  productions,  however  perfect  in  theory, 
would  no  doubt  in  its  execution  be  found  liable  to 
some  objeciioDs.  But  these,  he  felt  sure,  would  be 
eompaiatirely  insignificant ;  and  he  thought  that 
the  proposed  law  was  not  only  better  than  the  ex- 
isting one,  but  as  perfect  as  the  experience  of 
twenty  years  and  the  circumstances  of  the  times 
and  the  country  would  enable  Congress  to  make  it. 

He  said,  that,  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  it  had 
been  urged  that  the  present  system  was  a  venerft- 
Ue  one,  and  not  to  be  changed  unless  pmctical 
men  should  pronounce  the  change  necessary.  He 
did  not  profess  to  be  a  very  "practical  man,"  or  to 
know  more  on  this  subject  than  others,  but  he 
thought  that  no  one  should  be  denounced  as  a  ra^ 
or  uuakilinl  innovator,  who  should,  aAer  an  experi- 
ment of  twenty  y]ears,  endeavor  to  correct  abuses 
and  prevent  difficulties  which  it  had  disclosed, 
and  which  might  produce  consequences  which,  if 
not  averted  by  tintely  interporition,  might  embar- 


rass the  Government  and  disturb  society.  He 
thought  that  if  the  system  which  had  been  in  tole- 
ration twenty  years  was  known  to  be  defective,  it 
should  be  amended  :  and  that,  if  the  argument  of 
innovation  was  applicable  now,  it  never  would  be 
inapplicable.  As  to  "practical  men,"  he  said,  he 
did  not  nreciselv  comprehend  its  import.  But  he 
suppcued  that  tnose  who  had  observed  and  felt  the 
operation  of  the  present  svslem,  from  its  adoption 
until  now,  might  be  considered  sufficiently  "practi- 
cal" for  all  the  purposes  of  the  bill ;  and,  altnough 
he  was  unwilliuK  to  adopt  the  opinions  of  otl^s. 
merelv  because  he  might  consider  them" mctical 
men,'' he  would  tell  the  gentleman  from  Te&ne»> 
see  (Mr.  Johes)  that  be  believed  the  mod  practi* 
cal  men  in  the  United  States,  on  land  subject^ 
were  in  favor  of  the  change  proposed  in  the  bill 
under  consideration.  He  would  ask,  who  was 
more  "practical"  on  all  subjects  that  concerned 
the  public  lands,  than  a  late  Senator  from  Ohioi 
fMr.  MoBRow.)  And  whose  opinions  had,  and 
deserved,  more  universal  influence?  He  had  been 
well  called,  by  a  Senator  from  Kentucky,  in  a  dis- 
cussion on  this  subject  last  session,  (Mr.  Critten- 
DEn)  the  Palinnrus  of  the  Senate.  And  was  it  so 
soon  forgotten  that  he  wished  to  make  the  adop- 
tion of  the  system  now  proposed  the  last  act  of  his 
long  political  life?  That  he  felt  and  avowed  the 
necessity  of  reforming  the  present  system?  And. 
said  Mr.  R.  the  voice  of  the  people  will  applaud 

By  the  law  now  In  operation,  said  Mr.  R.,  the 
pubhc  lands  are  sold  in  quantities  not  less  than 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and  at  a  price  not 
less  than  two  doUars  per  acre,  one^fourth  paid  at 
the  time  of  sal&  and  the  remainder  in  four  years : 
with  interest,  if  not  punctually  paid,  and  the  land 
forfeited  if  the  whole  consideration  be  not  paid  in 
five  years.  The  Inll  before  the  Committee  pro- 
poses to  sell  the  public  lands  for  cash,  at  a  price 
not  less  than  one  dollar  Iwenty-£ve  cents  per  acre, 
and  in  tracts  containing  not  less  than  eiehty  acres. 

The  first  system,  he  said,  having  been  tried 
twenty  years,  was  ascertained  to  he  defective. 
The  last  is  intended  to  remedy  the  defects  of  the 
first,  which,  it  was  believed,  might  be  effectually 
and  safely  done.  The  first,  it  was  true,  bad  been 
prepared'  with  great  care,  and  was  considered, 
when  adopted,  better  adapted  than  any  other  that 
could  be  devised  to  the  ends  for  which  it  was  in- 
stituted.' These  ends  were,  1st,  revenue;  and  3d, 
the  promotion  of  the  general  and  substantial  in- 
terests of  society,  by  extending  population,  and 
encouraging  industry,  and  the  domestic,  social,  and 
civic  virtues.  But,  said  he,  consistently  with  those 
purpose,  it  is  aacotained  that  it  cannot  be  fully 
executed.  The  experience  of  twenty  years  had 
demonstrated  its  inefficioicy,  and  its  tendency, 
from  abuse  and  accident,  to  conscquenoes  unfore- 
seen and  mischievous.  Instead  of  jvoring  a  sure 
resource  of  revenue,  he  believed  that,  ere  lon^,  the 
Treasury  could  not  rely  on  it;  instead  of  meliorat- 
ing the  condition  of  the  poor,  it  had  been  fre- 
quently an  instrument  in  the  hands  of  the  rich,  by 
which  they  were  enabled  to  oppress  them  and 
enrich  themselves ;  instead  of  strengthening  the 
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Union,  snd  eBiiching  the  coantry,  fae  feared  that, 
if  persisted  in,  it  wo«ld  tend  to  ireaken  the  one, 
ana  anbanaxs  the  other ;  instead  of  increaaiug  the 
resources  of  the  Weat,  he  beliered  it  would  tend  to 
tbeir  Bubdnction ;  in  short,  he  believed  that  it 
could  not  long  be  contintied  in  operatioD,  without 
ereating  the  most  unpleasant  nsbarraumffitB  io 
the  Oovemment,  and  amons  the  people.  That  it 
was  defeclire,  he  said,  he  bdiered  all  acknowledg- 
ed. But,  in  regard  to  the  nattue  and  extent  of  its 
defect^  their  operation,  and  nltimate  lendencj, 
and  their  remedies,  there  was  a  diversity  of  opin- 
km.  However,  for  all  his  ptirpose«,  it  wonld  only 
be  necessary  to  show  one  radical  defect,  and  that 
the  pro|KHed  substitute  would  remedv  ii,  without 
pfodttcing  any  bad  efiects  that  legidation  could 
prevent. 

This  radical  defect,  he  said,  he  found  in  the 
credit  given  to  the  purchaser,  and  hetelieved  that 
the  most  snious  difficulties  tnat  had  occurred,  or 
would  occur,  under  the  operation  of  tbecredit  sys- 
tem, might  be  BBcribed  to  the  credit. 

Mr.  R.  said  that  he  should  not  venture  to  state 
that  the  revenue  had  been  diminished  by  the  sale 
of  public  lands  on  credit.  It  was  impossible  to 
ascertain,  with  certainty,  whether  there  bad  been 
diminution  in  its  amount,  as  the  cash  system  had 
never  been  tried  ;  bat,  he  would  venture  to  predict 
that  there  would,  in  a  few  years,  be  a  loss  inevita- 
Uy,  unless  die  bill  before  the  Committee  should 
become  a  law.  It  was  well  known,  be  said,  that 
ajiplicBtioDs  had  been  made,  bypnrchasers  of  pub- 
lic lands,  for  many  years  sQccesaively,  for  indul- 
gence, and  that  taws  had  been  repeatedly  passed, 
tempting  from  forfdlure  lands  which  had  been 

Krchaied  un  credit  and  for  which  the  purchasers 
d  failed  pnnetually  to  pay.  This  kind  of  indul- 
gence had  almost  become  a  matter  of  course.  It 
had  been  extended,  with  a  few  exceptions,  annual' 
ly,  for  more  than  ten  veais.  He  b«4ieved  it  had 
never  been  refused,  and  he  doubted  whetha- it  ever 
would  be.  A  bill  had  been  engrossed  this  moru' 
ing,  extending  the  indulgence  one  year  longer 
and  it  was  obvious  that  a  similar  law  must  pass 
at  the  next  session,  and  for  many  consecutive  vears. 
or  the  debtots  for  the  public  lands  mnstbe  suDJect- 


asintimaling  that  the  indulgences  heretofore  given 
were  unnecessary  or  improper.  On  the  contrary, 
he  was  mre  that  they  had  been  proper,  and  that  if 
mmldbe  necessary  to  renew  them.  But.  he  thought 
that  that  policy  mast  be  unwise  which  subjected 
the  National  Legislature  and  the  people  to  such 
vexatious  embarrassments,  and  that  any  system 
which  required  such  t«nporary  and  mitigating  ex- 
pedioits  in  its  operalion,  must  be  radically  de- 
fective. The  necessity  of  continued  indulgence 
indicated  very  clearly  the  necessity  of  changing 
die  system  which  produced  it  Indeed,  said  be. 
every  argument  that  has  been,  or  could  be,  urged 
in  faVM  of  indolgence,  tends  strongly  to  show 
the  propriety  of  reAirine,  in  fhture,  that  credit, 
which  nas  rendered  sncn  arguments  jvoper  and 
Beeessary. 
He  (Ud  that  he  had  beard  it  fttqaeadj  stated, 


and  his  friend  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Joheb}  had 
reiterated  it,  that  the  accumulation  of  the  debt  for 
Uie  public  lands,  and  the  inability  of  the  d^toia 
to  discha^  it,  resulted  from  temporary  and  acci- 
dental causes,  and  that  it  was  not  probable  that 
the  indulgence  thereby  rendered  necessary  would 
long  he  requited. 

He  would  not,  he  said,  enter  into  an  examina- 
jn  of  those  circumstances  alluded  to  by  the  sen- 
tleman  in  support  of  that  optnion,  because  meir 
character  rendered  a  minute  in  veeti  gal  ion  of  ^em 
unnecessary.  He  thought  it  easily  demonstrable 
that  the  causes  of  the  accumulation  of  the  debt 
were  neither  accidental  nortemporary:  they  existed 

the  nature  of  the  system,  and  would  continue 

produce  their  results  as  long  as  it  should  be  k«it 
in  operation.  The  circumstances  mentioned  by 
thegetdlemanmay  have  had  some  influence  on  the 
extent  of  the  increase,  but  if  they  had  never  oc- 
curred the  debt  vrould  have  grown,  and  indulgence 
have  been  neceasaij.  The  defat  bad  been  gradu- 
ally accumulating  for  many  years :  in  good  times, 
and  in  bad  times,  and  under  all  circumstances. 

It  could  not  reasonably  be  expected  that  a  man 
irito  should  fae  aUe  to  pay  only  the  first  instalment 
for  a  tract  of  land,  could  transplant  himself  and 
family  in  the  Western  wilds,  open  a  farm,  build 
his  houses,  support  bis  family,  and  be  able  m  fbnt 
years  to  savt  by  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  aa 
much  as  wotild  pay  the  remaining  three-fourths  of 
the  consideration.  Under  the  most  auspicious 
circumstances,  some  of  the  purchasers  must  tma- 
voidaUy  become  delinqnem.  But  if  misfortune 
or  calamity  should  fall  on  the  public  debtor,  or  the 
mrrency  atiould  be  deranged,  or  the  seasons  on- 
propitious,  or  the  market  for  agricultural  products 
ooll  or  unptofitablej  how  would  ^e  debt  be  pimc- 
tnally  dischaiged  1  But,  said  he,  add  to  these 
considerations  the  exorbitant  prices  which  the  ad- 
vantages of  credit  tempt  the  ^>eculRtor  to  promise, 
(and  which  is  the  most  fruittul  source  of  accumu- 
lation,) and  which  it  is  impossible  that  he  can 
ever  pay,  and  how  inevitable  is  the  growth  of  the 
land  debt?  It  must  continue  to  increase  as  long 
as  credit  shall  be  given. 

Such  a  system,  said  he,  liable  to  so  many  con- 
tingencies, must  be  intrinsically  defective.  It  could 
not  long  be  continued  in  operation  without  defeat- 
ing the  ends  of  its  institution.  It  could  not  be  ex- 
ecuted. He  wonld  not  say  that,  if  persisted  in,  it 
would  eventually  create  a  debt  so  large  that  it 
never  could  be  paid  ;  but  he  wonld  say,  and  wai 
botmd  to  believe,  that  the  debt  would  become  so 
much  augmented,  that  its  entire  collection  would 
be  difflciui,  remote,  doubtful,  and  perilous.  And 
he  should  not  attempt  to  dis^ise  his  epprdiension 
that  it  never  would  be  entirely  collected ;  or,  if 
collected,  that  it  would  be  done  under  circumstan- 
ces whicD  would  prove  that  it  would  have  beeb 
better  that  it  had  never  been  either  contracted  or 
coerced.  He  felt  compelled  to  believe  that,  if  the 
credit  be  continued  much  longer,  the  QoTemment 
would  necessarily  lose  a  great  port  of  the  proceeds 
of  sales,  or  would  have  to  secure  them  at  the  ex- 
pense  of  the  best  interests  of  the  Union. 

He  was  unable  to  perceive  how  such  a  dilnnnut 
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oould  be  aTotded.  The  people  could  not  pay  the 
debt  now  due:  that  debtmust  increase;  the  causes 
aie  pcrmaneDt,  and  the  effects  ineritable.  When, 
and  how,  be  a^ked,  would  it  be  collected  1  If  it 
will  be  difficult  or  impossible  to  collect  twenty-two 
million,  bow  much  more  so  will  it  be  to  collect. 
yfith  safety,  one  hundred  million  7  Will  you,  saia 
he,  refuse  further  indulsence,  and  thereby  subject 
the  land  to  forfeiture  7  Then,  t^iDg  by  other 
consequences,  you  distresa  and  ruin  many  of  the 
purchasers;  and,  in  that  erenl,  it  will  have  been 
unfoitunate  for  them  that  you  had  eiven  them 
credit.  If  you  refuse  indulgence,  confusion,  disaf- 
fection, and  oppression,  wiU  follow :  if  you  grant 
it,  the  GoTernmeoi  loses  rerenue.  Gentlemen 
might  choose  their  alternative.  But  it  was  cei- 
tainly  the  province  of  an  enlightened  policy  to 
prevent  this  dilemma,  when  it  might  be  possible, 
by  opportune  interposition.  This,  be  thought,  was 
now  practicable ;  but  no  one  could  say  how  long 
it  would  be  so.  And  if  b^  such  interposition  the 
Oorernmeut  should  sell  its  lands  for  thirty-foui 
cents  pel  acre  less,  (the  difference  between  cash 
payments  under  the  two  systems,)  it  will  he  more 
than  compensated  by  certainly  getting  the  whole 
amount  of  sales. 

Mr.  R.  said  that  it  was  useless  to  tallc  to  him  of 
the  security  the  Government  possessed,  by  holding 
the  title  to  the  land.  This  security  was  only  nom- 
inal. For,  while  by  holding  it  with  a  heavr  and 
luinous  debt  impending  over  your  land  deotors, 
you  keep  them  comparatively  in  a  state  of  depend- 
ence and  tenancy,  you  will,  at  the  same  time  be 
unable  or  unwillmg  to  evict  them,  and  sell  their 
houses  to  hungry  speculators  and  strangers.  But, 
if  you  should,  it  would  be  an  event  that  might  be 
deeply  felt  and  long  deplored. 

The  home  of  a  freeman,  said  he.  Is  dear  to  bis 
heart ;  it  is  sacred  ;  it  is  the  centre  of  his  affections 
and  of  his  happiness  ^  it  is  the  sanctuary  of  his 
wife  and  children ;  it  is  consecrated  by  being  his 
home,  and  often  endeared  to  him  by  being  the 
birthplace  of  his  little  ones.  Will  you  venture,  for 
a  paltry  consideration,  to  tear  this  frotn  him,  and 
thereby  strike  into  wild  and  discordant  commotion 
all  those  tender  things?  He  felt,  he  said,  that  he 
was  touching  a  delicate  subject,  on  which  it  would 
be  painful  to  dilate  :  he  would  therefore  not  pur- 
sue it,  but  content  himself  by  having  hinted  at  it, 
and  faaiely  opening  the  door  to  the  view  of  some 
of  the  consequences  that  would  attend  the  credit 

Mr.  R.  said,  that  all  his  observation  and  experi- 
ence taught  him  to  believe  that  any  permanent 
sj^stem  of  credit,  national  or  individual,  was  per- 
Dicioua.  It  was  unnatural  and  seductive,  and  gen- 
erally brought  on  those  concerned  in  its  operations, 
distress,  and  not  un&equently  ruin.  It  was  na- 
tionally a  Pandora's  bos.  What  else^  be  asked, 
was  the  more  fmilful  source  of  the  distress  with 
which  the  people  of  the  United  States  were  now 
so  much  afflicted  1  And  what  else  is  the  cause  of 
the  magnitude  of  the  land  debt,  and  its  concomi- 
tani  embarrassments  7  Would  not  the  people  now 
he  in  a  better  condition  if  it  had  never  been  in- 
dulged?   And  would  not  the  Western  country. 


particularly,  be  more  prosperous  and  ind^iendeDt 
if  credit  had  never  been  given  on  the  public  lands? 
Would  it  not  be,  in  relation  to  the  Geoenl  Gov- 
ernment, out  of  debt? 

But,  in  addition  to  the  objections  he  had  men- 
tioned, he  said  there  were  many  others  to  the  laud 
credit.  It  deceived  and  emWrrassed  the  pur- 
cbaser;  it  compelled  him  fieijuently  to  promise  too 
high  a  Mice  lor  his  land;  it  tempted  him  to  go 
^yond  Dis  means;  it  placed  the  occupant  in  the 
power  of  the  non-reEident  speculator^  and  it  sub- 
jected the  purchasers,  of  ever^  description,  to  the 
control  of  circumstances  which  they  could  not 
foresee  or  avert,  to  the  caprice  of  fortune,  and  to 
the  mercy  of  Government. 

The  purchaser,  said  he,  if  there  were  no  credit, 
would  not  have  to  complain  of  the  vitiated  paper 
currency,  nor  to  reproach  the  Government  with 
refusing  to  receive  of  him  such  depreciated  paper 
as  he  had  been  compelled,  in  his  transactions,  to 
receive:  not  would  the  capitalist  be  able  to  un- 
house  the  poor  tnaii;  with  his  family,  who  had  en- 
hanced the  value  of  the  soil  by  improvements,  and 
who,  without  his  fault,  had  become  unable  to  pay 
the  whole  price  far  it  punctually ;  nor  would  the 
ears  of  Congress  be  assailed  with  reports  of  ne&- 
rious  speculations,  in  fraud  of  the  Government, 
and  to  the  injury  of  the  poor.  Look,  said  he,  to 
Alabama.  What  but  credit  was  the  cause  of  the 
exorbitant  prices  bid  there  for  land,  or  of  the  great 
speculations  that  had  been  there  made  and  at- 
tempted 7  Would  not  many  who  purchased  theie 
be  onable  to  pay  7  Was  not  the  magnitude  of  the 
debt  alarming  7  He  did  not,  he  said,  wish  to  put- 
sue  this  part  of  the  subject;  he  had  no  doubt  he 
was  sufficiently  understood. 

Mr.  R.  here  observed  that  the  objections  to  the 
credit  system  which  had  most  influence  with  him, 
were  of  a  character  different  from  those  which 
were  meiely  financial  or  personaL  and  of  infinitely 
more  consequence  in  the  view  of  wise  policy  and 
enlightened  patriotism.  They  gtew  out  of  the 
moral  and  political  tendencies  of  credit  between 
the  people  and  their  Government.  This  was,  be 
said,  an  embarrassing  topic;  but  his  duty  would 
not  excuse  its  preterm ission.  He  could  not  avoid 
it.  It  lay  across  his  way.  He  should,  theiefore, 
give  his  opinion  in  regard  to  it  without  disguise. 

History,  and  a  knowledge  of  the  nature  of  re- 
publican govenunent,  proved,  that  the  relation  of 
creditoi  and  debtor  ought  not  to  exist  betweoi  the 
Government  and  the  people.  It  begets  obliga' 
tious,  and  interests,  and  feelings,  incompaliUe 
with  the  genius  of  free  institutions.  If  the  citizen 
must  stand  in  that  relation  to  his  Goveniment,  it 
is  best  that  he  should  be  the  creditor.  If  he  stand 
in  the  attitude  of  debtor,  hb  interest  may  not  be 
the  interest  of  the  Government,  and  his  feelings 
may  not  alvrays  be  in  accordance  with  his  dntv. 
But  the  objections  to  such  a  relation  are  greatly 
multiplied  and  strengthened  when  it  is  permitted 
to  exist  between  the  Government  and  entire  eom- 
munily,  or  a  large  portion  of  the  whole  population. 
It  is  then  that  tie  Government  may  be  compelled 
to  feel  its  impotency  and  the  supremacy  of  those 
peasioas  which  it  was  instituted  (o  control.     And 


^yCoOi-^lc 


187S 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


1874 


Apu^  1820. 


Soto  0/  PuWe  Laadt. 


H.  or  R. 


it  u  tbea  thkt  it  omj  be  in  dangn  of  degenerattDK 
into  a  govenuuent  of  men  and  doI  of  laws;  oi 
passions,  and  not  pTlncipIes ;  of  ubitrary  force, 
and  not  entiffhteDea  public  opinion. 

He  said,  lAat  ii  had  been  rery  seldom  the  policy 
of  flovernmeuts  to  encourage  or  permit  this  odious 
and  dangeious  relation  permanenily ;  and  most  of 
those  that  ever  did,  had  left  striking  memorials  of 
its  impolicy.  In  Great  Britain  it  exists  to  a  great 
extent;  and  there,  it  is  true,  it  is  not  deprecated 
by  those  who  administer  the  Goreinment,  but  is 
cotLsidered  as  the  bulwark  of  the  constitution,  ll 
fortifies  the  QoTemnienl,  by  making  it  the  interest 
of  the  opulent  and  the  uduential  to  maintain  it. 
In  thb  mercenary  way  public  sentiment  is  stifled, 
and,  instead  of  beine  endangered,  the  Qoretnment 
is  almost  impregnably  entrench^  behind  wealth 
and  aristocracy-  Therefore,  in  England,  the  pub- 
lic debt  is  considered  a  pubLc  blessing. 

But,  for  the  same  reasons,  he  believed  that,  in 
free  GoTeinments,  it  would  be  considered  the 
^«atest  curse.  Wtiat  would  be  the  condition  of 
llngtand,  if,  instead  of  being  the  debtor,  she  was 
the  creditor  ofhersuhjects?  Who  would  then  be 
the  ministerial  champions  ?  Who  would  preserve 
the  Government  from  revolution? 

Mr.  R.  said  thai  he  did  not  mean  to  atgue  that 
the  creation  of  a  large  land  debt  would  eveotnate 
in  the  disruption  of  our  happy  Coniedera.cy,  but 
its  tendencies  would  be  towanls  disunion.    If,  said 


to  its  BubjectB,  he  would  submit  it  to  eolous  con- 
sideration, wnether,  in  the  United  States,  the 
Union  would  be  strengthened,  oi  cemented,  by 
permitting  the  citizens  to  be  largely  indebted  to 
the  Government. 

If,  in  England,  the  indebtedness  of  the  people  to 
the  Government  would  endanger  its  stability, 
would  it  be  wise  or  safe  to  maintain  the  converse 
of  the  {HToposition  here?  Me  thought  no  a^u- 
tnent  could  be  derived  from  the  pecuCar  character 
of  the  American  institutions  or  people  sufficiently 
strong  to  render  ii  good,  or  even  prudent  policy 
here,  to  encourage  or  permit  a  large  body  of  the 
community  to  become  largely  indebted  to  the 
Govenunent  On  the  contrary,  he  believed  that 
a  practical  or  philosophic  view  of  the  peculiar 
contexture  of  tue  American  institutions,  would 
show  that  such  an  expoiment  would  be  as  peril- 
ous here  as  elsewhere.  In  this  free  country,  said 
Ur.  B.,  public  opinion  is  the  substratum  of  the 
political  fabric,  and  the  attachment  and  confidence 
of  the  people  the  cement  which  increases  its 
stieogth  and  preserves  its  symmetry.  Without 
the  support  of  the  first,  the  whole  superstiuclnre 
is  prostrate:  forfeit  the  last,  and  the  fairest  and 
DUKt  McredVmple  of  liberty  on  earth  b  in  dilapi- 
dation. It  is  not  indeetiuctihle.  It  depends  more 
on  moral  than  political  principles. 

The  peculiar  conformation  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment being  "imperium  in  imperio,"  enhanced 
the  value  of  public  sentiment,  and  rendeted  it  more 
necessary  to  the  stability  of  Conilitutional  author- 
ity that  papular  confidence  should  be  preserved, 
and  the  whole  moral  strength  of  the  body  politic 


that  ^e  did  n 

debt,  if  augmented  to  even  one  hundred  c 

would  endanger  the  Union.    He  could  i 


undivided  on  the  side  of  the  Union.  The  Union 
of  the  States,  he  said,  was  the  first  object  of  the 
Constitution.  Nothing  should  be  encouraged  that 
weaken  its  ties.  They  are  few  and  weak  enough. 
Local  feelings  and  sectional  jealousies  were  already 
sufficiently  strong  and  numerous.  He  feared  it 
mi^ht  be  unsafe  to  increase  them.  It  might  do  mis- 
chief;  it  could  not  possibly  do  good.    He  repealed, 

.L-.  t.  j:j  _.. ---^uatethai  theWeslara 

one  hundred  millions, 

-   --„ .    He  could  not  utter 

such  a  sentiment;  but  he  did  mean  to  say  that 
such  a  debt  would  inevitably  tend  to  inspire  feel- 
ings, and  generate  interests,  at  war  with  the  fun- 
damental principles  of  union.  Hehoped  that  there 
would  always  be  too  much  virtue  and  good  sense 
in  society  to  permit  any  circumstances  to  produce 
such  an  awful  catastrophe  as  dissolution. 

But  he  was  an  uusate  guardian  of  the  Constitu- 
tion who  would  do,  or  permit  to  be  done,  while  he 
could  prevent  it,  any  thing  that  might  provoke 
any  attempt  or  even  inclination,  towards  its  de- 
struction. Mr.  R.  said  he  felt  devoted  to  Western 
interests,  and  had  great  confidence  in  Western  vir- 
tues, moral  and  political ;  but^  on  a  national  quea- 
tion,  which  should  be  decidea  on  national  princi- 

Eles,  he  would  be  guilty  of  dereliction  of  duty  if 
e  were  to  act  under  the  influence  of  local  or 
sectional  feelings.  He  was  not  so  Godwtnian  in 
his  opinionof  human  nature,  nor  so  Utopian  in  his 
political  principles,  as  to  legislate  on  the  suppoeed 
perfectibiiily  of  the  on^  or  the  practical  infallibil- 
ity of  the  oiner-  Legislation  should  be  adapted  to 
men  and  things  as  Uiey  are,  and  eveij  legislator 
should  regard  the  rassiona  as  well  as  the  virtues 
of  human  nature.  Why  was  it,  said  he,  that  man- 
ners govern  laws  1  Why  was  it  that  Solon,  when 
asked  whether  his  laws  were  as  perfect  as  he  could 
make  them,  replied,  that  they  were  as  good  as  the 
people  would  bear  ? 

Mr.  R.  said,  that  the  people  of  the  West  were 
attached  to  the  Government :  he  did  not  wish  to 
see  that  attachment  alienated.  They  were  patri- 
otic :  he  did  not  wish  to  have  that  patriotism 
chilled  by  a  system  of  public  policy  which,  he 
feared,  if  persisted  in,  might  have  tnat  etfecL  Tneir 
feeling,  said  he,  are  with  the  Union :  do  not  pro- 
voke indifleience ;  do  not  excite  their  jealousies 
or  their  feats,  but  encourage  their  confidence,  by 
deserving  it.  Then,  indeed,  they  would  always 
be  found  among  the  first  in  your  councils  and  m 
yourfields.  TheDyoudonotweaken,butBtrengtben 
the  ligaments  that  bind  the  body  politic,  and  you 
diffuse  health  and  vigor  through  the  system. 

But,  said  he,  how  diflerent  may  be  its  condition 
if,  by  continuing  the  credit  system.  Congress  should 
compel  the  West,  in  self-defence,  to  oppose,  in  a 
body,  the  passage,  or  resist  the  execution  of  laws 
which  it  may  1m  the  interest  and  wish  of  the  East 
to  enact  and  to  enforce ;  should  give  the  East  an 
engine  with  which  they  might  annoy  and  oppress 
the  West,  and  should  distract  and  pervert  thejiub- 
lic  councils,  and  array  the  East  and  the  Went 
against  each  other?  Should  this  stale  of  things 
ever  occur,  (and  that  it  musl^  sooner  or  latei,  uii- 
der  thefvesentsystemiif  coutmned,Beemed  tohim 
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IS  inef  itaUe  as  the  decTeet  of  fate.)  no  ihbd  could 
'abut  fais  eves  to  the  consequenees  ttat  mwt  follow. 
Hfe  would  no!  portray  them ;  but  the  effect  that 
WoaM  be  produced  on  the  feelings  and  policy  of 
tb«  West,  and  <»  the  Iwisiation  of  Congrem,  not 
to  look  to  ulterior  results,  most  be  seen  by  alt 
who  were  acquainted  with  human  natuie,  or  the 
kntory  of  the  world.  Would  not  the  West  be  in- 
«rMt«d  deejay  in  indnl^nce,  while  the  other 
nmnbem  of  the  Union  iiught  be  inclined,  or  even 
neeeasiuced,  to  coetce  payment  ?  Might  sot  a 
'Westan  fnrty  be  created,  (and  it  would  be  formi- 
dable.) with  anti-national  interests  and  fedings  1 
WeuM  not  the  people  of  the  West  expect  and  re- 
4Hlre  indulgence  ?  Might  they  nor  be  willing,  or 
'OOinpeUed,  to  make  sacrifices  to  obtain  it  7  If  op- 
jMud,  might  they  not  be  exasperated'?  If  defeated, 
might  they  sot  fed  it  their  duty  to  resist  ?  Might 
not  iadolgenee  becom«  a  prominent  feature  in 
Western  policy'?  Might  not  members  of  Congress 
be  elected  solelv  with  a  view  to  the  indulgence  1 
Might  they  not  be  willing  to  make  leeblaiivecom- 
MMoises  to  attain  the  only  end  of  their  election  1 
Woald  not  the  Bast  hare  an  ascendency,  almost 
imsialible,  over  the  West }  From  such  a  humili- 
«tiBe  and  parStns  predicament,  Hr.  R.  said  he 
wotilil,  while  it  was  yet  posuUe,  rescue  the  West- 
ten  esontry.  The  mammoth  land  debt,  if  pennit- 
•ed  to  grow,  would  be  suffioiently  eolamilous  if  it 
*boBld  only  le«d  to  some  of  the  consequences  at 
which  he  had  hinted.  Snch  consequences  it  was 
the  doty  of  every  citizen  to  CDdeavor  to  avert. 
■  He  knew,  he  said,  that  he  would  be  told,  that 
4m  people  of  tht  United  BMtes  were  too  virtuous 
and  enlighteeed  to  permit  a  sectional  debi^  how- 
ever large,  to  influence  their  political  feelmgs  or 
votiduct  But  he  was  not  yet  prepared  to  believe 
•kkt  human  nature  was  so  far  sublimated  in  the 
United  Sutes,  as  to  be  exemjt  from  the  influence 
of  interest,  passion,  or  ambition.  He  said  that,  if 
■ay  illnstratioa  were  necessary  to  show  tbe  effect 
of  ■  land  debt  on  legislation,  and  local  parties,  an 
experiment  had  been  made  in  Ksitucky,  which 
hmished  a  very  apposite  exemplification. 

la  thftt  Stale  there  was  a  large  body  of  the  peo- 
ple indebted  to  the  QoveinmeBt  for  lands  pui- 
-chased  south  of  Green  river,  on  credit.  The  debt 
'hu  been  due  many  years ;  but  at  every  session  of 
the  Lagidature  indiugence  had  been  granted  since 
the  debt  became  due.  Membert  had  beat  elected 
40  tbe  Legislature,  with  instructions  to  obtain  a 
4to<ber  innntgenoe.  A  promise  to  proenre  it,  or 
ibe  belief  that  thev  would  make  all  necesauy 
efforts,  was  generally  a  "tine  qua  non"  to  their 
riaetioa.  The  Green  river  country  had  become 
v«i7  strong,  and  its  indulgence  had  become  a  sort 
of  party  questiiw—a  poRtical  hobby.  It  is  be- 
lievetl  that  it  has  been  frequently  the  mibject  of 
'^legislative  compromise,"  the  consideration  for 
'Mbcr  laws,  and  other  laws  the  consideration  for 
'that.  H«  b^eved  that  it  was  now  considored 
ateost  a  matter  of  course  and  of  ririit.  He  had 
90  doobt  that  it  had  frequently  been  granted 
against  the  free  consent  of  the  Legislature,  and 
Md  beM  the  means  of  passing  laws  that  other- 
Utewcrald  not  have  been  ^acied.    The  Siau 


hadn 

ever  would,  the  prospect  being  no  better  now  Ihna 

ii  was  many  years  ago. 

He  said  that  he  believed  that  the  Green  river 
indulgence  had  been  sometimes  necessary,  and  he 
did  not  know  that  it  was  not  even  yet  proper; 
but  he  had  alluded  to  it  to  ^ow  the  eftct  of  a 
land  debt  on  revmue,  on  party  elections,  and  on 
Initiation.  If,  said  he,  such  have  been  the  fate 
and  the  effects  of  a  Green  river  land  debt  in  Ken- 
tucky, what  must  be  the  conBerjuences  in  tbe 
United  Sutes  of  a  Westmi  debt  1  Are  the  citi- 
zens south  and  north  of  Green  river  less  united  in 
inietest  and  feeling  than  tbe  peojde  west  and  east 
of  the  All^hany  mountainsi  Are  the  citizens 
of  Kentucky  less  attached  to  their  State  constitu- 
tion than  the  Western  people  are  to  the  General 
GovemmentT  He  said  that  the  nature  of  the 
Confederacy  would  prove  that  a  Federal  land  debt 
was  infinitely  more  mischievous  than  any  State 
debt,  under  any  eircnmslances,  on  accoimt  of  the  , 
ma^itude  of  the  debt,  and  the  confliction  of  po- 
litic interests,  and  fMlinga,  and  obligations,  tiOt 
merely  in  the  West,  but  m  the  East,  and  the 
North,  and  the  South. 

He  said  that,  if  be  should  be  compelled  (o  aeleol 
any  portion  of  the  po^ulatbn  of  the  United  States 
to  defend  the  Union,  in  any  eme^;ency,  he  should 
look  to  lie  West. 

He  concurred  ftatly  with  his  colleague,  (Mr. 
BaowN,)  that  the  peo^e  of  the  West  were  as 
much  devoted  to  the  general  interests  of  tbe  Union, 
and  would  make  as  many  sacrifices  to  maintain 
them,  as  any  other  portion  of  the  American  tk^u- 
talion ;  and,  if  it  would  not  be  deemed  invidimiB, 
he  would  say  more.  They  have  given  many,  ana 
signal  proofs  of  it.  But  this,  he  sud,  wasnoaivu- 
ment  in  favor  of  the  credit  system — a  system  that 
would,  in  its  ultimate  tendencies,  coollict  with 
those  national  feelings  that  now  animated  them — 
but,  on  the  contrary,  was  a  persuasive  one  against 
it.  Having  now  the  warm  and  cordial  saj^x>rt  of 
tbe  West,  It  would  not  be  wise  to  persut  in  a 
course  of  measures  that  must  inevitably  lend  to 
stifle  those  moral  impulses  which  prompted  it 
He  woald  invigorate  the  arm,  and  distend  the 
heart  of  Western  patriotism ;  and  not  paralyze 
the  one  sind  contract  the  other ;  or  n^ve  the  otK 
and  Bted  the  other  against  the  common  interests. 
He  would  repest  that  he  did  not  bdieve  that,  if 
the  land  debt  should  increase  to  any  atnotint,  tbe 
Western  peofde  wonld  resist,  W  force,  its  collec- 
tion, or  desire  the  subversitHi  of  the  Government 
to  avoid  it*  pBymen^  But  he  asked  if  it  could 
be  prudent,  in  a  government  dependmg  for  its  ex- 
istence and  support  on  nubtie  opinion,  to  make  it 
the  interest  of^  the  pe<^le  to  anoarr^  its  revular 
ojwrations,  or  resist  its  laws?  And,  said  he, 
ought  cot  a  large  debt,  hanging  over  one  moiety 
of  the  nation,  create,  tnroBghout  the  whole,  inta> 
ests,  and  feelings^  and  conduct,  not  calculated  to 
advance  the  bappmess  of  the  people,  or  strengthen 
Constitutional  authority  1 

Every  Government  that  ever  had  to  enconntar 
a  larae  popular  debt,  had  fUi  it  to  be  a  potnt  and 
unwieldy  adversary.    Why  did  Lyeurgtu   t,md 
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Solon  abolish  all  debts,  in  the  organizatioa  of 
thar  svstems  of  government  T  Why  did  the  Ro- 
man plebeians,  Bfter  being  oppre^ed  by  their 
patrician  creditoTs,  raise  the  standard  of  revolt, 
and  retreat  lo  Mens  Sacer?  Andwhv  did  the 
patricians  nltimately  Gnbmit'?  And  what  were 
the  progress  and  effects  of  the  long  struggle?  if, 
said  he,  the  land  debt  be  permitted  lo  accumolate, 
and  its  enforcement  be  attempted,  the  West  may 
not  resist ;  they  may  not  murmur  j  they  may  not 
evince  sensation  j  but  the  debt  mieht  not  be  col- 
lected ;  and  he  did  notwisb  to  see  the  experiment 
made.  Thare  was  no  necessity'  to  make  any  ex- 
periment on  the  temper  of  the  West.  They  woold 
never  willingly  "give  up  the  ship;"  they  would 
never  secede,  unless  provoked  by  those  who  ought 
to  be  their  friends.  And,  if  they  ever  should  re- 
treat to  the  sacred  monntain,  he  hoped  there 
would  he  at  least  one  Meneiuus  and  one  Valerius 
among  them,  who  would  be  able  to  nJly  them 
again  under  the  standard  of  the  Union. 

But  it  could  not  be  the  interest  of  the  United 
States  to  persist  in  a  system  which  could  produce 
any  consequences  which  it  was  the  duly  of  every 
enlightened  and  patriotic  statesman  to  prevent;  a 
system  that  would  engender  discord  and  party 
fends,  and  enciie  jealousies  and  discontents,  and 
perhaps  insubordination. 

Bveiv  consideration  which  could  operate  on  his 
.  miad,  be  said,  strengthened  his  conviction  that 
the  credit  system  conld  not  be  exeented^or,  if  exe- 
cuted, that  it  would  do  mnch  mischief.  In  its 
execution,  it  would  defeat  some  of  the  ends  for 
which  it  was  established  ;  and  he  thought  it  re- 
quired no  ailment  to  show,  that  a  system  whose 
operations  were  incompatiUewilh  its  designs,  and 
subversive  of  the  first  purposes  for  which  govern- 
ment was  instituted,  and  which  counteracts  the 
filiey  of  wise  legislation,  ought  to  be  abolished, 
hat  the  credit  system  was  such  an  on&  he  had 
endeavored  to  snow.  It  ought,  therefore,  he 
thouffhl,  to  be  repealed,  if  one  less  exceptionable 
could  be  substituted.  He  thought  that  the  bill 
under  consideration  furnished  such  an  one.  It 
remained,  therefore,  for  him  to  offer  some  reasons 
to  show  that  the  mode  proposed  was  better  than 
that  in  operation. 

Mr.  R.  said  Ihatj  if  he  had  been  successful  in  his 
attempt  to  prove  tnat  the  credit  system  was  defec- 
tive because  it  was  a  credit  system,  it  would  be 
unnecessary  to  consume  time  by  an  eSbrt  to  show 
that  the  cash  system  was  pieferable,  so  far,  because 
it  was  a  cash  system.  As  the  strongest  general 
considerations  which,  in  his  opinion,  conduced  to 
show  the  superiority  of  the  cash  over  the  credit 
system  had  already  oeen  anticipated  in  his  endea- 
vor to  exhibit  some  of  the  objecdona  to  credit  in 
the  foregoing  part  of  his  argument,  he  would  not 
reiterate  them.  If  he  had  shown  the  defectiveness 
of  credit,  it  would  necessarily  follow  that  the  pro- 
posed system  was,  quo  ad  Jioc,  preferable. 

Upon  that  ground  he  was  trilling  to  rest  the 
comparative  merits  of  the  two  systems,  so  far  as  it 
night  depend  on  the  two  leadins  and  charactois- 
lic  featm^  of  credit  and  cash.  These  were  so  im- 
portant and  conttoUing,  that  a  c<»nparisoa  of  the 


more  minute  trails  was  unnecessary;  becanse, 
whatever  might  be  its  results,  they  could  have  no 
influence  in  ue  decision.  But,  if  such  a  compar- 
ieon  could  be  at  all  material,  he  was  sure  it  would 
result  in  showins  the  superiority  of  the  existing 
system  in  every  feature  in  which  they  differed. 

The  principal  of  these,  in  addition  to  the  credit 
and  cash,  were  the  minimum  quantity  of  land  and 
of  price.  The  reduction  of  each  in  tne  bill  under 
consideration,  was  intended  to  remove  the  objec- 
tions that  had  been  ni^ed  to  the  substitution  of 
cash  for  credit.  And  in  this  it  was  singularly  and 
completely  successful. 

He  thought  it  was  fair  to  coaclnde  diat  the  bill 
ought  to  pass.  That  it  ouj^t  there  could  be  no 
doubt,  unless  objections  could  be  urged  to  it  more 
formidable  than  those  to  which  the  existing  taw 
was  liaUe,  or  arguments  against  it  stronger  than 
those  which  were  pressed  against  the  latter. 

He  said  he  had  heard  only  two  objeelioiks  t» 
the  proposed  system.  First,  that  it  would  oppress 
the  poor  man,  by  giving  the  capitalist  and  specu- 
lator an  unreasonable  and  unjust  advantage  over 
him.  Second,  that  it  would  retard  the  population, 
and  diminish  the  influence  of  the  Western  coun- 
try. He  believed  no  other  ol^Uons  that  were 
even  plausible  had  been  or  could  be  made;  and 
these  ne  considered  by  no  means  formidaUe.  He 
thought  that  a  very  slight  examination  would  be 
sufficient  to  show  that  they  were  both  evanescent. 
He  expected  results  from  the  cash  system,  in  its 
operation  on  the  poor,  the  rich,  and  the  Weatem 
country,  the  opposite  of  those  apprehended  by  its 
opfMsers,  which  he  would  endeavor  briefly  to  ex- 
hibit, in  the  course  of  the  notice  he  should  take  of 

But  it  should  not,  said  Mr.  R.,  escape  notice 
that,  if  the  objections  are  in  themselves  true,  tbey 
constitute  no  sufficient  argument  to  prevent  the 
passage  of  the  bill.  For,  if  the  interest  of  the  Qov- 
eniment  and  of  the  body  of  the  people  require  ita 
passa^,  it  would  be  unreasonable  to  demand  or 
p»-mit  Its  rejection^  merely  because  a  particular 
class  of  the  community,  or  district  of  country,  might 
be  injured  by  it.  Otherwise,  all  legislation  would 
not  only  be  nugatory,  but  unjust;  because  every 
general  law,  however  much  it  may  promote  the 
mterests  of  the  majwity,  must  be  incompatible 
with  some  individual  rignts  or  interests  in  society. 
Therefore  the  political  axiom,  that  private  inter- 
ests should  be  sacrificed  on  the  altar  of  the  public 
good,  would  be  a  sufficient  answer  to  the  objec- 
tions, if  they  were  founded  on  correct  hypotheses. 

But,  he  said,  if  it  were  material  to  take  more 
particular  notice  of  the  objections,  he  thought  it 
was  as  nearly  demonstrable  as  any  moral  or  potitiaU 
proposition  from  its  nature  could  be,  that  the  cash 
system  would  not  only  diminish  and  embarrass 
speculation,  but  promote  the  interests  of  the  poor, 
and  the  permanent  and  substantial  welfare  of  the 
Western  country. 

He  believed  that  no  other  system  would  tend 
more  to  those  results,  unless  it  should  be  one  by 
which  the  public  lands  should  be  gratuitously  dia- 
tributed.  And  for  such  a  one  he  was  unwifliiig  to 
believe  that  there  would  be  any  serious  ^Tocate*. 
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If  there  were 
them  the  imr 

temi,  and  tbe  substitution  oT  an  agriuiBQ  law.  But, 
said  he,  the  public  land  being  a  common  fund, 
and  Congiesa  being  its  depository,  it  is  their  duty 
to  dispose  of  it  in  such  a  mauner  as  to  promote  the 
common  interest.  They  are  bound  by  their  trust 
to  selL  il.  and  to  those  who  can  pay  for  it.  And 
be  Ihougnt  it  could  notbemalteiorcomplatalthat 
Congress,  and  not  any  particular  class  of  priTate 
individuals,  should  prescribe  the  terms  of  sale,  and 
that  such  terms  should  be  offered  as  would  produce 
the  most  general  good.  Neither  the  poor  nor  the 
rich  have  any  risht  to  comi^in,  if  credit  sboitld 
be  refused.  If  tbey  are  unwilling  to  purchase  the 
public  lands  on  the  terms  propmed,  the?  will  re- 
tain their  money,  and  the  public  itb  land,  and  no 
injury  is  done  to  either. 

By  [he  poor,  he  said,  he  understood,  as  regards 
the  argument,  not  that  class  of  society  who  are  in 
a  slate  of  pauperism,  but  those  who  are  compara- 
tivelv  in  a  state  of  mediocrity,  and  are  unable  tc 
puicoase  land  for  any  other  purpose  than  to  oc- 
cupy it.  Under  the  ci«dit  system,  a  man  who  hai 
no  money  cannot  purchase ;  to  be  able  to  buy  pub- 
tic  land,  he  most  have  funds,  and  as  much  as  wiL' 
be  required  by  the  cash  system.  Gentlemen,  hi 
aaid,  had  argued  against  the  bill  as  if  they  beliered 
that,  under  the  credit  system,  a  poor  man  with- 
out money  could  purchase  a  home,  and  that,  there- 
fore, he  will  be  excluded  from  alt  participation  :' 
purchases  of  public  lands.  But  he  is  already  e 
eluded.  Who  can  purchase  now  that  may  n 
fauv,  and  as  easily,  under  the  cash  system  ?  Who 
will  be  excluded  7  Not  the  man  without  money ; 
he  cannot  purchase  now.  Not  the  man  who  i> 
now  barely  aUe  to  pay  the  first  instalment  foront 
htmdred  and  sixty  acres,  at  the  minimum  price ; 
for  be  would  procaed  to  show  that  the  same  indi- 
ridnal  might  purchase  with  more  certainty  and 
mora  to  his  advantage  under  the  proposed  system. 

Under  the  existing  law,  a  man  cannot  purchase 
for  himself  a  home,  eren  if  there  were  no  compe- 
tition^  unless  he  is  able  to  advance  eighty  dollars ; 
and,  if  he  be  a  prudent  man,  he  will  not  puichase 
at  all,  if  that  eighty  be  the  whole  amount  of  his 
iwcuniary  resources ;  for.  before  he  cau  procure  a 
title,  he  must  pay  two  hundred  and  forty  dollars 
more,  in  three  insialmenls,  or  forfeit  his  land,  with 
his  eighty  dollars  advanced,  if  he  should  be  unable 
to  make  punctual  payment  of  the  whole  price.  If 
the  credit  should  tempt  him  to  make  the  purchase, 
tmder  the  expectation  of  making  money  to  dis- 
charge the  debt  he  incurs,  or  of  indulgence  if  he 
should  fail,  he  subjects  himself  to  loss  and  embar- 
rassment that  mav  result  from  accident,  or  &om  the 
fluctnation  and  depreciation  of  the  currency,  and 
places  himself  in  thepower  of  the  usurer,  the  specu- 
lator, and  the  Government.  The  land  would  not  be 
hisj  and  he  could  not  be  considered  an  independent 
citizen,  in  theslerling  import  of  those  words.  The 
little  pittance  he  may,  by  industry  and  economy, 
be  able  to  save,  he  cannot  consider  his  own  unul 
he  shall  hare  paid  for  his  land ;  the  land  is  not '  ' 
until  he  can  get  his  patent;  he  may  be  dependi 
on  ^  capitalist  for  money  to  procure  the  title  a 


save  his  home  from  forfeiture,  or  must  supplicate 
the  indulgence  of  Congress ;  and,  at  last,  after  haV' 
ing  removed  his  family  many  hundred  miles,  and 
improved  land  which  he  considered  his  own,  either 
the  hungry  speculator  may  take  it  from  him,  or  the 
humanityof  the  Government  must  interpoM.  And, 
if  he  should  die  before  he  shall  have  made  com- 
plete payment,  he  leaves  his  helpless  family  in  a 
strange  and  foreign  land,  without  a  home. 

But  the  credit  induces  speculators,  as  well  as 
others,  to  bid  a  higher  price  at  the  sales  than  woolid 
be  given  in  cash,  and  frequently  more  than  the 
value  of  the  land ;  hence,  tne  poor  man,  with  hn 
eighty  dollars,  is  almost  entirely  excluded  from  the 
sales.  He  is  afraid,  or  unable,  to  coionete  with 
the  rich  man,  or  witti  the  speculator.  The  conse- 
quence is,  that  the  rich  and  adventorons  monopo- 
lize the  best  land,  and  leave  only  the  refuse  to  the 
other  class. 

The  speculator  buys  as  much  land  as  he  can 
make  the  first  payment  for,  under  the  expectation 
of  bein^  able,  before  the  expiration  of  five  yeai^ 
to  sell  It  for  a  higher  price.  He  has,  bj'  law,  fire 
years,  within  which  to  make  this  experiment,  and 
as  much  longer  as  he  can  prevail  on  Congress  to 
indulge  him;  hence,  it  so  ohen  happens  that  the 
first  is  the  last  payment,  and  that  indulgence  be- 
comes so  necessary  and  so  frequent,  and  that  the 
land  revenue  fails,  if  the  purchaser  for  specola- 
tion  can,  while  the  Government  will  indulge  him, 
sell  the  land  to  the  man  who  wants  a  home,  bat 
who  was  not  able  to  bid  against  him  at  the  public 
sale,  at  a  higher  price  than  be  promised,  by  ^ving 
long  credit,  he  transfers  his  ceitificate,  and  into- 
poses  the  poor  man  between  himaelf  and  the  Got- 
emment,  with  liability  to  pay  the  remaining  in- 
stalments, with  all  the  accumulation  of  interest, 
and  with  all  other  liabiUties  incident  to  the  credit. 
If  he  cannot  sell  for  more  than  be  promised  to 

Sire,  he  repeats  his  application  to  Congress  for  in- 
ulgence,  and  they  continue  to  grant  it.  But,  if 
it  should  be  refused,  and  the  land  forfeited,  the 
adventurer  will  only  have  tost  the  amount  of  the 
first  payment  which  he  had  advanced. 

What  better  terms  can  the  speculator,  said  he, 
desire?  What  can  more  encourage  speculation, 
oroppress  the  poor  and  honest  man,  than  the  credit 
system  f  It  increases  the  facilities  and  induce- 
ments to  speculation;  it  increases  the  means  and 
numl)er  oi  speculators.  This  is  observed  every 
day.  Alabama  speaks  a  language  that  cannot  be 
misundetatood. 

But,  Mr.  R.  said,  the  (»sh  system  now  offWed  is 
better  for  the  honest  purchaser,  not  only  because  it 
enables  him  to  ^t  land  with  more  certainty  and 
with  more  security,  and  belter  laud,  but  because  it 
would  put  it  in  lus  power  to  get  it  cheaper,  for 
two  reasons — 1st.  The  minimum  price  is  lefl} 
and,  3d,  land  will  sell  on  credit  for  a  price  liighet 
than  the  cash  value,  by  more  than  the  interest  of 
that  value. 

Under  the  proposed  sptem  a  man  can  purchase 
eiffhty  acres  of  land  if  he  can  pay  one  aundt«d 
dollars ;  he  gets  his  ^tent,  and  has  a  home.  Me 
is  an  indcfiendent  citizen,  not  in  the  power  i>f  the 
capitalist  or  the  Oorernment,  in  regard  to  hi*  tide. 
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Bren  if  credit  woold  not  enhance  the  price,  it  is, 
ncTeilheleis,  a  fact  worthy  of  notice,  that,  under 
the  cash  sjrstem,  a  porcha^er  can  buy  a  home  for 
only  one-fijnh  more  than  the  foarth  of  the  credit 
price,  which  fourth  must  be  advanced.  It  is  true 
thai  lie  will  only  get  half  the  quantity,  hut  he  does 
not  give  half  the  price :  and  the  smallness  of  the 
tract  ia.  no  objection,  but  a  strong  argoEnenl  in 
favor  of  the  proposed  system,  as  it  ri^rda  the 
poor,  For  thereby  a  man  will  be  enabled  to  pro- 
cure a  home  who  could  not,  or  ought  not,  to  at- 
tempt it  DOWj  and  those  who  can  purchase  more 
than  the  minimum  qaantity  will  have  the  libeily 

But,  the  best  land  is  sold  at  the  jiublic  sales  to 
the  highest  bidder,  and  the  credit  will  cause  it  to 
sell  for  a  higher  price  than  it  would  far  cash  by 
at  least  one-fiflh.  This  is  the  difference  between 
the  price  of  eighty  acres  parchased  under  the  cash 
system,  and  the  fourth  of  the  price  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  on  credit.  The  consequence  is,  that  a 
man  will  be  able,  under  the  proposed  system,  to 
bay  eighty  acres  at  public  sale  for  the  amomit  of 
only  one-ioartb  of  the  price  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  OD  credit.  In  the  one  case  the  purchaser  has 
parted  with  s  certain  sum  of  money,  and  obtained 
m  exchange  a  title  to  eifhty  acres  of  land;  in  the 
other,  he  has  disbursed  the  same  smn,  as  only  one- 
fourth  of  the  price  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
to  which  he  has  no  title,  and  for  which  he  cannot 
obtain  a  patent  until  he  shall  have  paid  the  re- 
maining three-fourths.  Which  would  the  poor, 
the  honest,  the  freeman  preferl  Could  there  be 
any  hesitancyin  theoptioni  Would  he  not  choose 
the  cash  system  1  And  would  not  the  speculator, 
for  the  same  reasons,  prefer  the  credit  system  ? 

But,  said  Mr.  R.,  it  has  been  urged  In  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Jokes,)  that,  by  le- 
quiiing  casb^  too  much  power  is  given  to  money ; 
uat  the  capitalist  will  buy  all  the  good  land,  be- 
cause the  poor  man  will  be  unable  to  bid  against 
him  beyond  the  small  sum  he  may  have.  This 
argument,  he  said,  was  more  plausible  than  sound, 
and  had  been  already  anticipated  and  answered. 
But  the  imposing  manner  in  which  it  had  been 
exhibited  entitled  it  to  a  direct  reply. 

Money,  said  he,  will  have  power  as  Ions  as  it  is 
money.  It  is  that  which  ^ives  it  value.  Its 
power  cannot  be  destroyed  without  destroying  its 
value.  But  he  felt  sure  that  its  influence  in  rela- 
tion to  the  public  land,  and  its  purchasers,  will 
not  be  augmented,  but  greatly  diminished,  by  the 
passage  of  the  bill  under  consideration,  by  the  re- 
duction which  it  would  effect  in  the  number  of 
speculators,  and  the  extent  of  their  purcbai 
The  credit  increases  the  number  of  specolati 
and  the  extent  of  their  purchases,  in  a  ratio  of 
least  three  to  one,  and  reduces,  in  a  correspondent 
ratio,  the  number  of  other  purchasers,  and  the  ex- 
tent of  their  purchases.  Under  the  credit  system, 
a  speculator,  with  fifty  thousand  dollars,  will,  at 
the  minimum  pric&  purchase  one  hundred  thou- 
sand acres  of  land,  tne  amoimt  of  his  money  being 
rafficient  to  complete  the  first  instalment  on  that 
quantity.  Under  the  cash  syston,  he  will  be  able 
to  ptucnaae  only  forty  thousand  acres.    The  tame 


quantity  of  money,  then,  will  purchase  almost 
three  times  as  muai  land  under  the  credit,  as  it 
will  under  the  cash  system.  The  advantages  of 
credit  to  purposes  of  speculation  will  give  the  same 
sum  the  power  to  purchase  the  full  triple  quantity. 
To  purchase  one  hundred  thousand  acres  under 
the  cash  system,  there  will  be  required  five  men 
with  S2S,000  each ;  under  the  credit  system  it 
will  be  purchased  by  two  men  with  the  same  sum. 
If  credit  did  not  increase  the  price,  then  two  spec- 
ulators can  monopolize  as  much  land  under  the 
credit  system  as  five  men  can  under  the  cash  sys- 
tem ;  and  the  same  quantity  of  money  in  circula- 
tion would,  therefore,  increase  the  number  of  spec- 
ulators, and  the  extent  of  their  purchases^  in  the 
proportion  of  five  to  two,  by  allowing  credit ;  and. 
as  before  stated,  the  efiecl  of  credit  would  swell 
the  number  to  theproportion  of  three  to  one.  Can 
any  one,  said  he,  fail  to  perceive  the  efiect  which 
credit  has  in  increasing  the  number  and  power 
of  speculators,  and,  thereby,  the  power  of  theii 
money  7  WiS  not  the  poor  man  have  a  greater 
number  of  competitors'?  Will  there  not  he  less 
land  left  for  him  to  purchase?  And  will  not  his 
chances  of  buying  good  land  be  diminished  ?  And 
would  not  the  number  of  purchasers  for  use  be 

Seatly  diminished,  and,  thereby,  the  population  of 
e  West  be  retarded?    Under  the  credit  system, 
the  capitalists  can  monopolize,  with  the  same  sUm, 
:  land  than  they  conld  for  cash,  in  the  propor- 

of  a  hundred  to  for^.    The  capital,  thai, 

which  would  purchase  100,000  acres  on  credit, 
would,  on  cash  payment,  leave  60,000  acres  unap- 
propriated, which  the  settlers  could  purchase  wiln- 
'  competition  with  the  non-resident  moneyed 
As  to  that  part  of  the  argument  which  as- 
es  that,  in  a  contest  for  a  particular  tract  of 
I,  an  advantage  is  given  to  the  rich  over  the 
poor  man  by  requiring  cash,  he  said  that  thesame 
objection  would  apply  with  equal  force  to  credit. 
For,  if  the  poor  man  could  not  compete  with  the 
man,  aner  he  had  gone  in  his  bid  to  the  ex- 
of  his  funds,  when  the  whole  amount  is  to  be 
advanced,  be  must  he  in  the  same  predicament  if 
only  one-fourth  of  the  amount  be  required.     In 
the  latter  case,  after  he  had  been  forced  up  by  the 
litalist  to  as  much  as  he  could  pay  the  first  in- 
.ment  of,  he  could  bid  no  higher.    But  the  ob- 
jection, he  said^  would  have  much  more  force  in 
It  if  urged  against  the  credit  system;  because,  by 
requiring  cash,  the  number  of  speculators  is  re- 
duced, and  most  of  their  schemes  and  contrivances 
baffled. 

If  any  further  illustration  on  this  subject  were 
necessary,  he  said  that  the  gentleman  who  made 
the  objwition  had  himself  furnished  a  vey  striking 
one.  That  gentleman  had  said,  that  if  the  casb 
system  should  be  adapted,  the  United  States  would 
never  collect  the  debt  due  for  land  which  had  been 
sold.because  that  system  would  depreciate  the  value 
of  the  land  for  which  the  debt  was  contracted. 

This  argument, said  he,  is  a  "Mo  dt  tej"  it  cuts 
its  own  throat.  For  why  will  the  cash  system 
tend  to  depreciate  the  land  sold  under  the  credit 
system?  It  is  because  it  gives  more  ad vantana 
to  the  purchaser ;  because  it  is  a  better  system  Tor 
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the  purchaser.  This  is  the  reason,  aod  the  only 
one.  It  does  give  more  adrantages  to  the  pur- 
chaseri  not  the  speculator,  but  the  man  who  may 
desire  to  buy  for  bis  own  use ;  it  gives  him  more 
good  land  to  make  his  choice  in,  at  a  less  price. 
vritb  less  cooapetitioii,  with  more  certainty,  anii 
less  embarrassmeoL 

Mr.  R.  said  that  everv  riew  he  could  take  of 
the  subject  helped  to  stiow  that  the  objection  to 
the  cash  system,  which  was  founded  on  the  assei- 
tion  that  it  will  not  be  ao  advantageous  to  the  poor 
man,  is  indefensible,  and  that  the  lystem  waa 
stroiwly  recommended  by  the  advantages  it  se- 
cureaio  all  classes  of  purchasers,  except  the  spec- 
ulators. These  could  not  entirely  be  put  down ; 
to  frustrate  them  b  only  a  secondary  object.  But, 
if  it  were  a  primary  one,  a  more  effectual  method 
than  tbe  caab  system  could  not  well  be  devised. 

The  only  remaining  topic,  he  said,  was  the  ef- 
fect that  the  cash  system  would  produce  in  tbe 
Western  country.  He  repeated,  that  its  effect  on 
the  substantial  interest  of  the  West,  would  be  ben- 
eficent. But,  if  it  should  be  detrimental,  by  check- 
ing population,  he  could  not,  for  that  cause  alone^ 
vote  against  it.  The  effect  could  not  change  his 
opinion  of  duty,  but  would  only  tend  to  diminish 
his  solicitude  for  the  passage  of  the  bill.  Me  did 
not  come  here  to  tt^islata  for  any  particular  section 
of  country,  or  portion  of  people  of  the  Union,  but 
for  the  whole.  The  laws  which  his  vote  might 
contribute  to  pass,  would  operate  on  all,  and,  there- 
fore, it  was  but  tight  that  toe  wishes  and  interests 
of  all  should  be  consulted.  As  a  citizen,  he  might 
delight  to  obey  the  dictates  of  his  local  feelings  or 
pergonal  wishes,  but,  as  a  legislator,  he  was  bound 
to  submit  his  conduct  to  the  guidance  of  other  and 
higher  considerations. 

But,  hesaid,  that,  if  he  were  at  liberty  to  act  on 
selfish  principles  to  promote  local  interests,  it  would 
be  his  first  and  paramount  duty  to  look  to  his  own 
State,  and  to  confine  his  views  within  her  peri- 
phery. For,  if  he  represented,  exclusively,  any 
local  interest,  it  was  that  of  Kentucky.  And,  if 
nich,  he  said,  were  his  condition,  and  such  his  duty, 
and  it  were  true  that  the  cash  law  would  check 
population,  he  would  not  hesitate  to  support  the 
Dill :  he  would  hail  its  passage  with  accLamalioas 
of  joy.  For,  what  would  more  promote  the  pros- 
perity of  Kentucky,  than  a  system  which  would 
atop  that  eSux  of  money  andof  population,  which 
hao  already  so  much  exhausted  her,  and  which 
was  the  effect  of  the  system  in  operation?  In  so 
far  aj  the  cash  system  would  diminish  migration 
and  sales,  it  would  tend  to  diminish  the  drain  of 
people  and  of  money  from  Kentucky.  But,  he 
said,  he  was  sure  that  the  law  would  not  have  any 
deleterious  operation  on  Western  interests,  bv  check- 
ing any  pojKiIation  or  preventing  any  sales  that 
would  redound  to  the  advantage  of  the  West.  If 
his  onlv  object  were  the  aggrandizement  of  the 
West,  he  would  vote  for  it.  He  believed  that 
nothing  which  Congress  could  do  by  l^pslation 
would  more  certainlypromote  the  prosperity  and 
independence  of  the  West. 

The  member  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Jomeb,)  had 
expressed  astonishment  that  the  Westnn  members 


should  differ  in  their  opinion  on  this  subject.  He 
said,  he  fell  as  much  surprise  at  it  as  the  gentleman 
could  feel.  He  could  not  perceive  how  the  appre- 
hension could  be  entertained  by  a  Western  man, 
that  the  cash  system  would  injure  the  Western 
country.  He  was  as  much  devoted  to  Western 
interests  as  any  of  its  Representatives.  He  claimed 
it  as  his  duty  to  be  so.  He  had  been  chatved,  ob- 
liquely, since  it  was  knovru  that  he  wasTu  favoi 
of  the  cash  system,  with  anii-Westem  feelings  aod 
policy.  He  was  as  sensitive  on  this  subject  as  on 
any  other ;  and  he  would  not  say  he  was  impettur- 
bable,  but  he  would  say  that  such  charges  or  in- 
sinuations fulminated  from  the  press  or  the  stump 
could  not  alter  his  opinion. 

He  was  not  to  be  driven  from  his  purpose,  or 
deterred  from  doing  his  duty  by  denunciation,  or 
ft  threiit  of  defection  of  friends.  He  said  he  re- 
spected^ as  much  as  any  Representative  should  do, 
the  deliberate  and  temperate  voice  of  public  sen- 
timent. But,  he  believed  that  public  sentiment,  in 
Kentucky,  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  cash  sys- 
tem. However,  he  must  say,  that  the  only  way 
to  chaoge  his  vote  was  to  change  his  opinion. 

Did  his  colleagues,  he  asked,  suppose  that  they 

S.vc  evidence  of  more  attachment  to  the  West  by 
eir  votes,  than  he  felt?  He  hoped  they  would 
do  him  the  justice  to  believe  that  he  was  as  much 
devoted  to  the  West  as  any  of  its  citizens.  Why 
should  he  not  be  7  He  had  as  great  a  stake  beyond 
the  mountains  as  any  other  man,  and  he  was 
bound  to  the  West  by  as  many  and  as  tender  ties. 
Was  it  not  the  country  of  his  birth — the  home  <^ 
"wife,  children,  andfnendsT"  Did  it  not  embosom 
all  that  he  held  most  dear?  And  did  it  not  con- 
tain the  sacred  spot  in  which  the  relics  of  his  father 
reposed  ?  He  could  yield  to  none  in  devotion  to 
its  soil  and  its  interests.  He  loved  it  not  only  in- 
stinctively, because  it  was  bis  birthplace  ana  his 
home,  but  rationally,  because  it  was  tne  fairest  por- 
tion of  the^lobe.  Its  soil  is  luxuriant,  its  climate 
salubrious,  lis  population  is  virtuous  and  hospitable, 
its  men  are  bmvej  and  its  women  cbaste.  Bound 
to  him  by  such  ties,  and  thus  deserving  his  afiec- 
tioQ,  be  would  never  desert  its  cause.  Aslongashe 
should  continue  in  its  service,  he  would  be  faithful 
to  its  interests — he  would  advocate  and  promote 
them,  and  he  believed  he  was  doing  it  by  support- 
ing the  cash  bill ;  for  he  believed  that  the  West 
never  would  attain  the  high  destinies  before  it,  if 
the  system  of  crediL  which  had  already  so  much 
embarrassed  and  enfeebled  it,  should  be  continued. 
Why  is  it,  said  he,  that  that  country  is  now  so 
mucn  in  debt?  Why  is  the  balance  of  trade  so 
much  against  it  ?  Why  its  currency  so  much  de- 
ranged and  depreciated  ?  Why  such  a  languor 
pervading  that  rich  and  resourceful  country  ? 

He  knew  that  these  were  the  effects  of  more 
causes  than  one ;  the  general  system  of  credit  was 
one  -J  but  he  had  no  doubt  that  one  of  the  most 
prolific  sources  of  the  calamities  with  which  the 
West  is  afflicted,  is  the  credit  on  the  public  lands. 
This  had  tempted  men  to  go  beyond  their  means, 
and  contract  debts  which  they  could  not  pay ;  it 
had  depreciated  the  Western  paper  ciirr«iey,  and 
had  tended  to  augment  and  vitiate  that  currency. 
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Could  Boy  one  fail  to  see  iu  operation  in  producing 
these  tfecta  1  He  would  ask  his  colleagues  whe- 
ther the  Western  country  would  not  now  be  in  a 
belter  conditiocu  if  there  Devei  hod  been  any  credit 
giren  in  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  1  Would  it 
not  be  more  independent,  and  hare  more  and  bet- 
ter money  1  Would  it  not  owe  $22,000,000  less  ? 
He  said  that  that  country  nerer  could  be  restored  to 
it£  naturally  healthy  and  prosperoua  state,  as  lopg 
as  such  an  immense  debt  is  suspended  over  it.  It 
lies  on  it  like  an  incubus;  itjiaialyzed  its  beet  fiscal 
and  moral  energies.  Was  it  not  desirable  to  ex- 
tricate it  from  this  condition  7  Was  it  not  the 
duiyofitsiriendstomaketheeSbrtI  Hesaid  that 
he  aid  not  knowany  thing  which  Congre&scoulddo) 
that  would  tend  more  to  this  recult,  tEan  the  adop- 
tioD  of  the  cash  system.  That  will  prerent  the 
Bcctunulation  of  tlie  debt,  and  tend  to  correct  and 
restore  the  Western  currency.  If  it  should  be 
adopted,  those  who  might  minnte  fiom  the  East, 
and  transplant  themsedves  in  ttte  West,  would  buy 
only  as  much  land  as  they  could  pay  for ;  tbepur- 
chase  money  they  would  carry  with  them  from  the 
East  and  all  they  make  on  the  land  for  fouryears 
would  add  to  the  resources,  and  swell  the  currency 
of  the  West,  by  being  distributed  among  thepeople. 
But,  if  this  system  be  rejected,  then  the  Easlera 
emigrants  will  only  make  the  first  payment  with 
their  Eastern  funds ;  they  wilt  generally  purchase 
as  much  land  as  they  can  make  the  first  payment 
for;  the  remaining  three-fourths,  for  which  they 
get  credit,  must  be  made  in  the  West,  and,  when 
paid,  abstracted  from  its  resources.  Is  There  not  a 
great  difference  between  adding  the  three-fourths 
to  the  funds  of  the  West,  and  abstracting  tbem 
from  them  1  Will  not  the  credit,  then,  always 
oppress  the  West,  render  good  money  scarce,  and 
It  of  bad  money  7    Under  the 


withdrawn  from  the  Wwt,  wbi&b,  under  the  a 

Stem,  woald  be  retained,  but  that  sum  connsls  of 
specie  or  best  paper  of  the  West  The  witb- 
dmiral  of  this  makes  a  racutim,  which  most  be 
filled  by  an  aBgrneatatioti  of  bank  paper.  TUs 
angmea  tation  depreeiatesand  vitiates  toe  oturener ; 
Aia  cnrreney  the  pnUic  dtbtor  must  take,  but  lae 
Government  will  not  recd»e  it  from  him.  In  ad- 
dition to  those  considerations,  he  said,  it  should  be 
recollected,  that  the  same  quantitr  of  land  which 
would  draw  from  the  West  $800,000,  under  the 
credit,  would  only  take  9^00,000,  under  the  cash 
system.  ^  Was  he  not  justified  in  saying  that  the 
substitution  of  the  cash  system  would  meliorate  the 
condition  of  the  West  1  It  would  enable  it  to  owe 
less,  bare  fewer  banks,  and  more  money. 

He  said,  there  was  another  aspect  of  the  subject 
entitled  to  the  serious  consideration  of  the  real 
Inends  of  the  West.  It  was  the  infloeiiea  which 
the  oedit  system  woald  give  the  East  orer  the 
West  StHue  of  the  causes  of  this  infloenoe  had 
been  sufficiently  explained  in  considering  the  otba 
topics  of  discussion.  He  hoped  gentlemen  woald 
recollect  tbem,  and  make  the  proper  qt^iealioB 
of  them. 

He  would  only  add,  that  a  ixrge  Western  debt 
would  give  the  £astern  politicians,  in  a  single 


for  power,  a  powerful  weapon.  It  would  reqdtif 
it  impossihle  that  the  West  could  hare  a  fair  .and 
equal  contest.  It  would  be  the  talisman,  whos^ 
spell,  in  the  bands  of  dextrous  men,  might  be  eubr 
jugation  or  dissolution.  Such  men  would  not 
only  have  the  advantage  derived  irom  the  debility, 
languor,  and  distress,  which  a  lar«  debt  wo«iW 
produce  in  the  West,  hut  they  could  hold  the  ap- 


palling sum  in  tercorem  over  the  devoted  W^ 
and  sav  pay  or  submit.  Then,  said  he,  mightjou 
see  entorced  the  maxim,  "Fatvirt  «u^«ate,  3tbtia^ 
HjfKrixu."  He  said  he  hoped  that  these  tyHue* 
quences  would  never  be  realized ;  but,  as  a  Went' 
em  man,  be  was  anxious  to  render  theii  oecur- 
rence  impossible,  and  to  rescue  the  West  from 
danger  b^ore  it  might  be  too  late.  Hesaid,  if  be 
were  aaEttst^n  man,and  desired  supremacy  ov«r 
the  West,  and  labored  tuder  such  a  dcstttutuii'frf' 
principle  as  to  resort  to  l^pslalive  jwwer  io  ^ieql 
It,  he  knew  nothing  which  he  woiild  so  strpng]^ 
advocate  as  the  continuance  of  the  credit  syit«ak 
He  would  malie  the  debt  as  large  as  possible.  Tg 
coimtatact  Buct  policy,  he  desired  the  cash  biil  to 
pass^  and,  in  advocating  it,  be  felt  snie  ha  .^m« 
viodicating  the  beet  interests  of  the  West. .  .He 
said,  let  the  Western  people  get  out  of  deb^  and 
leave  their  posterity  free,  and  then  th^  would 
have  power,  and.  wealth,  and  independence..  Na- 
ture had  decreed  it.  They  will  then  preserve  their 
infiuence,  their  rank,  and  their  public  spirit;  they 
will  then  move  and  act  in  the niAJe^tyoftbH''' na- 
tive and  characteristic  independence^  tli»y  ^iil  tw 
B  ^eati  a  powerful,  and  a  nappy  people         .:„  / 

Gentlemen  need  not  fear  the  rparcti  of  Wealem 
power  or  of  ponulation  would  be  .retarded  .bytttf 
cash  ayslem.  If  the  view  he  bad  taken  of  the 
whole  subject  was  correct,  the  efiectsof  theaysl^n) 
would  be  very  difleruit.  He  could .  not  see  bav 
the  system  would  impair  the  power  or  diminish 
the  population  of  the  West.  Would  it  impair  the 
strength  of  the  West  to  get  it  out  of  debt,  and, add 
to  its  resources?  Or  would  it  diminish  o<  obstiucf 
the  current  of  emigration  to  the  West  to  offer  to 
the  emigrants  terms  of  purchase  more  advanta- 
geous to  than  and  to  the  country  to  whieh  the^ 
wish  to  go,  than  thoie  now  offered  f  Or  woidd  if 
check  population  to  [ueveitt  the  mtoiopoly  of  laqit 
traels  of  gpod  land  by  speculators,  wno  Would  tv4 
setde  on  themi  He  aaid  thai,  if  the  cash  system 
would  prevent  the  emi^Tatiou  of  any  class  ueiitt- 
ZW9  to  the  West,  (which  he  did  not  bdieve,)  it 
~'~  tthatwoirfdnotbeaveryvabiaMf 
•Inogth,  the  motals,  or  wealth  of 
the  West ;  bat  who  wvuld  only  inereMe  the  Westt 
em  debt,  and  diminish  the  real  and  subMantial  ttr 

urces  of  the  Western  country. 

He  said,  that  the  Western  country  would  popu- 
late soon  enotighi  men  would  go  there  wheneve* 
it  should  be  their  interest  to  go.  It  was  not  good 
policy  to  invite  or  decoy  them  then  sooner.  Let 
the  principle  of  ^putalion  and  the  rules  that  regu- 
late andcontrol  it  have  their  natural  operation. 
Do  not  endeavor  to  increase  its  fecundity  or  ac- 
celerate its  results  by  artificial  expedients.  It  was 
not  desiraUe  to  have  a  mushroom  population. 
Let  it  grow  gradually  and  naturally,  and  it  will 
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be  homc^neous,  and  happy,  and  strong.  Let  the 
body  politic  work  its  own  cnre,  if  diseased.  There 
is  a  recuperBtive  npirit  in  it.  vit  vudieatria  natMa, 
that  wiJlpTeserre  its  heattli  and  vigor.    He  did 


resources  and  ultimate  power  of  the  West  w«re 
certain,  if  its  friends  would  forbear  tfaeir  preacrip- 
tions  and  let  thin^  regulate  themselfes. 

Let  the  population  of  the  West  Ktow  on  its  own 
natural  resources,  without  the  artificial  and  delu- 
sory aid  of  credit.  The  Barest  way  to  increase  an 
efficient  population,  which  alone  will  strengthen 
the  resources  and  power  of  the  West,  is  to  en>el 
luxury  and  i^Kcnlation,  by  stifling  tfaeir  pander, 
credit,  and  enconrage  industry,  Tirtne,  ana  econ- 
omy. The  first  step  towards  this  policy  is  to  ex- 
tricate the  West  from  debt,  with  all  its  parapher- 
nalia; to  confine  its  expenditures  within  its  actual 
means,  and  make  its  citizens  independent  cultiTB- 
tors  of  the  soil,  and  not  the  tenants  of  the  speeti- 
lator  or  the  Qoveinment.  The  cash  system,  so 
&r  as  it  could  operate,  would  tend  (o  these  whote- 
tome  results,  br  distnbnting  the  lands  in  small 
tracts  among  ine  people  for  their  own  use,  and 
by  frustrating  speculation,  and  prevencing  monop- 
olies. He  expected  much  good  from  it ;  he  feared 
no  mischief.  He  could  not  perceive  any  solid  ob- 
jection to  it.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  it  would 
le  adopted. 

He  had,  in  a  crude  and  unmethodical  manner, 
he  said,  offered  some  of  the  considerations  which 
would  influence  his  vote.  He  had  endeavored  to 
show  that  the  cash  system  was  required  by  the 
fiscal  and  political  interests  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, by  the  advantages  it  would  afford  to  the 
bona  fide  purchaser,  and  ^  the  substantial  and 
permanent  welfare  of  the  Western  country.  Whe- 
ther he  had  been  successful,  would  appear  from 
the  decision  of  the  Committee.  Whatever  that 
decision  should  be,  he  frould  be  content.  He  had 
discharged  his  duty  to  himself  and  his  country. 
If  he  had  erred,  he  should  be  supported  by  the  ap- 
probation of  his  conscience,  and  the  clearest  con- 
victions of  public  duty ;  and  he  believed  he  would 
be  sustained  by  the  opinions  of  his  fellow-citizens, 
and  the  verdict  of  posterity.  If  the  bill  should 
pass,  he  hoped  that  his  friends,  who  differed  with 
nim  on  this  interesting  subject,  and  especially  the 
Speaker,  (who  would  follow  him  in  debate,)  might 
live  long  enough  to  witness  and  to  enjoy  the  Iwn- 
efits  which  he  believed  would  result  from  it,  not 
only  to  the  Union  and  to  the  poor  and  actual  set- 
tler, but  to  the  great  interests  of  the  West— to  its 
strength,  prosperity^  and  power,  and  to  the  inde- 
pendence and  nappiness  of  its  people. 

Wheti  Mr.  Robebtson  concluded,  the  Com- 
mittee rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 

WEnNESOAY,  April  19. 
Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Commerce, 
10  which  was  referred  the  hill  from  the  Senate 
entitled  "An  act  to  establish  the  district  of  Pearl 
River,"  reported  the  same,  without  amendment, 
and  it  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to^noTTow. 


„  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit:  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legu 
representatives  of  Gabriel  BerzaLdeceased ;"  "An 
ct  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Kdmund  McCar- 
y ;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Hanter ;" 
'An  act  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  cer- 
ain  acts  of  the  Legi^ature  of  the  State  of  North 
Carolina ;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Kbenezer 
and  Austin  L.  Sands,  legal  representatives 
of  Richardson  Sands,  deceased,  and  others ;"  and 
"An  act  authorizing  toe  setUementof  the  accounts 
between  the  United  States  and  Richard  O'Brien, 
late  American  Consul  at  Algiers  ;" — in  which 
bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  said  bills  were  read  twice,  and  referred — 
the  first  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claim^ 
the  second  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  the  Uiird 

the  Committee  on  Military  ASeirs,  the  fourth 

uj  the  Committee  of  Commerce  the  fifUi  to  the 

Committee  on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims, 

andlhesixthto  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  Serqeant,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  the  subject  had  been  referred, 
reported  a  bill  to  enable  the  mhabitants  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  to  form  a  frame  of  government; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-morrow.  The  bill  is  as 
follows: 

Bt  it  matitd,  ^,  That  ih«  inJututanta  of  ths  Dia- 

iet  of  Columbia  be,  and  Ihaj  hareby  are,  authonied 
to  bold  a  convantian,  lo  dclermina  whether  it  will  be 
Ibr  thaii  bensfit  lo  havs  tha  rights  of  self-BOTSnusaot 
citendid  to  lhcm,so  brutbe  nim«  may  MDstilation- 


fonn  a  frame  of  govamment,  to  be  sabmitlei 


oCoQ- 


9.  And 

Gonvenlion  ihall  Im  oomposad  of  twrive  repteaanta- 
ttvM  hi  the  City  of  Wubington,  and  that  part  of  tbo 
Gonntj  of  WuihingloD  east  of  Rock  Crack;  of  eighl 
repraaantativaa  for  the  tovm  of  OwwrstowD,  and  that 
part  of  tha  county  west  of  Bock  Craak ;  and  of  mne 
raprwHUtative*  &oro  the  town  and  eonntj  of  Alsian- 
dria.  Tha  laid  rapreanitativea  to  ba  free  while  taxa- 
bla  males,  inhabitMita  of  aaid  Diatrlct,  abova  tha  ai* 
of  Iwaot^T'^'na  yean,  who  ahall  be  chosea  bj  ballot  by 
the  froa  whita  taxibla  milta,  inhabitsula  of  aaid  DiB> 
trict,  above  the  aga  of  tweoty-one  ^ears,  on  tha  -^ 

d(T  of next,  nnJer  the  ■Qpenntendence  of  audi 

jndgea,  at  lach  place  in  each  of  tha  said  tonna,  and 
subject  to  such  nthei  directions,  as  the  President  of  lbs 
United  Btale*  may  preacribe. 

aic.  3.  And  be  it  further  tnaettd.  That  the  per- 
sons *o  cboaea  shall  conveDa  io  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton, at  aadi  place  as  ihall  be  fixed  by  tha  President  of 

tha  United  Statei,  on  the da;  of ,  and  ahaU 

organise  thamaelvaa  by  the  appointment  of  a  presiding 
officer,  and  such  other  officera  as  may  ba  naoaasary. 
A  majority  of  tha  membeiB  aball  conatilnta  a  qoomn), 
and  th«r  pTOcaedmn  ahall  be  commnoicated  to  du 
Pteadant  of  the  Untied  Btalea,  to  be  by  him  laid  balon 
Congreaa  at  their  next  aaaainn. 

TARIFF  BILL. 

Mr.  JoMBB,  of  VirainU,  submitted  the  foltowing 
reaolntion  for  conaioetaiion : 
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Rfohtd,  That  th«  ScenUry  of  the  Treunrj  be 
raqueslfd  to  communicite  to  Ihii  Houfs  bia  opinion 
nipccling  lbs  probable  cRecta  nhicb  will  bo  produced 
upon  the  Revenue,  (hould  the  bilJ  to  regulate  the  da- 
tiea  on  import*,  and  lor  other  purpoea,  now  peading 
berore  thia  Houie,  be  enacted  into  >  1>W. 

This  motion,  and  the  proceedings  on  it,  gsre 
rise  to  a  considerable  debate. 

Mr.  BRDsa  moved  an  amemlment,  (but  snbse- 

ritly  withdrawn,)  to  instruct  the  Secretary  of 
Treasury  to  report  to  this  House  when,  in  his 
opinion,  Congress  might  be  able  to  terminate  the 

In  the  discussioa  of  this  motion,  some  warmth 
was  displayed.    In  the  Pod — 

Mr.  WiLi.iAHa,of  North  Carolina,  mo  red  to  lay 
the  resolution  on  the  table;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to — ^yeas  71,  nays  67,  as  follows : 

Tixa— MeMra  Abbot.  Adam*,  Allen  of  New  Tork, 
Baker,  Bitemait,  Boden,  Campbell,  Uaie,  Cbrk,  Crifti. 
Crawford,  Cnahman,  Dennieon,  Dewilt,  Edwards  of 
ConnectJCDt,  Edwarde  of  Penn^tnnia,  Paj,  Flojd, 
Folger,  Oroaa  of  New  York,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New 
York,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hasard,  Hanplull,  Hendrieka, 
Hihshman,  Hill,  Keodait,  Sioeej,  Kinday,  Linn,  Me~ 
Lean  ofKeotqck;,  Matehuid,  MaH»a,  Maisa,  R.  Moore, 
8.  Uooia,  Morton,  Parker  of  Haiaa^aaett*,  PaUenon, 
Pholp*,  Pitcher,  Ptumar,  Rich.  Richarda.  Biehnoad, 
Rogera,  Roea,  Ruaa,  SampfOn,  iiawjet,  Sergeant,  Smith 
ofNewJeriy,  Smith  of  North  Carolioa,  Slurra,  Slnet, 
Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of  New  York,  Taylor, 
Tomlinaon,  Tompkins,  Van  Rensavlaer,  Walker,  Wal- 
lace, Wenilover.  Williama  of  North  Carolina,  Wood. 

N ITS— Measra.  Aleiander,  Anderaon,  BslJwin, Ball, 
Bar  boar,  Bayly,  Bloomflerd,  Bniab,  Bryan,  Baffum, 
Borwcll,  Bnllar  of  New  Hampabire,  Bnller  oFLouiai- 
ana.  Cannon,  Clagetl,  Cobb,  <:ocke.  Cook,  Cniwell, 
Uulbrtth,  Cajpeper,  Cnthbert.  Dickinion,  Garle,  Ed- 
warda  of  N.  Carolina,  Foot,  Fuller,  Falterton,  Oar- 
nelt.  Grose  of  PenmylTania,  Hall  of  North  Carolina, 
Hardin,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Hostelter,  Jones  of  Virginia, 
Jones  of  Tenneasee.  Little,  LiTenoore.  Lymsn,  Mc- 
Coy, McCr«ary,  Uallary,  Meeeb,  Naale.  NeJaon  of 
Maaeaehoaatta,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Oientraat,  Parker 
of  Virginia,  Pbilson,  PindaU,  Rankin,  Read,  Rhea. 
Ringguld,  Settle,  Silsbee,  Sloan,  ifHocamb,  B.  Smith  of 
Virginia,  BleieniiSweanngon,  Tracy, Tncker  of  Soatb 
Carolina,  Tylei,  Whitman,  and  Wiiliama  of  Viifinta. 
PUBUC  LANDS. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  bill  making  further 
proTision  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands. 

In  the  further  debate  which  took  ttxik  place  on 
this  bill,  the  main  object  of  the  bill  (to  reduce  the 
price  of  the  public  lands  from  the  present  price  to 
one  dollar  and  twenly-^re  cents  per  acre,  and  to 
abolish  credits  thereon)  was  supported  and  op- 
posed by  the  following  gentlemen :  ASrmatioe — 
Messrs.  ANDBHBON,BARBonR,  Hardin,  SLOAN.and 
Storrb.  NegaHve — Messrs.  Clay,  Browh,  Bdt- 
lgr  of  Louisiana,  Cook,  Henosiceb,  Jones  of 
Tennessee,  and  MoLe»(i  of  Kentucky. 

Some  other  gentlciiien  incidentally  engaged  in 
the  discussion  on  amendments,  &c. 

Mr.  Sloan,  of  Ohio,  spoke  as  follows— 

Mr.  Chairman:  It  is  with  extreme  rriuctance 
that  I  rise  lo  address  you  on  the  present  occasion, 
Voaeeustomed  to  public  apeaking,  1  am  well  awaie 
16th  Con,  1st  Smb^-60 


that  I  shall  fail  to  express  myself  in  such  manner 
Bs  the  importance  of  the  subject  requires.  Indeed, 
sir,  nothing  but  the  circumstance  of  my  represent- 
iag  a  district,  in  a  hi^h  degree  inierested  in  the 
decision  of  the  question  now  under  discussion, 
could  have  induced  me  to  make  the  attempt.  Sir, 
I  have  been  a  witness  of  the  operations  of  this  cre- 
dit system,  as  it  is  called,  ever  since  the  commence- 
ment of  its  existence,  and  I  must  be  permitted  to 
say,  thai  the  evils  arising  under  it  have  been  great- 
ly overrated,  and  that  the  results  anticipated  from 
its  continuance,  are  not  such  as  are  reasonably  to 
be  apprehended.  On  this  subject  there  is,  unques- 
tionaSly,  a  very  great  misapprehension.  Sir,  there 
is  no  danser  of  a  dissolution  of  this  Union  from 
allowing  the  Western  people  Co  purchase  your  lands 
on  credit ;  I  trast  I  know  that  people  too  well  to 
give  in  to  such  an  opinion.  Twenty  years'  resi- 
dence among  them  has  convinced  me  that  all  such 
fears  may  safely  be  discarded.  Nor  is  the  debt, 
now  owing,  of  such  an  enormous  amount  as  has 
been  supposed  by  some  gentlemen  who  have  spoken 
on  the  subject.  They  appear  to  consider  the  laws 
which  have  been  passed,  from  time  to  time,  gianl- 
ine  indulgence  to  purchasers,  as  applying  to  the 
whole  debt  contracted.  This  is,  indeed,  a  very 
great  error.  The  honorable  Speaker  has  calcu- 
lated that  the  whole  debt  owins  in  the  triangle 
northwest  of  the  Ohio,  composed  of  the  States  of 
Ohio,  Indiana^  and  Illinois,  and  the  Territoiy  of 
Michigan,  which  will  be  affected  by  thelaw  of  the 

S resent  session,  will  not,  perhaps,  exceed  three  bun- 
red  thousand  dollars.  This,  calculation,  I  think, 
is  very  likely  a  correct  one,  notwithstanding  it  has 
been  considered  as  vastly  too  low  by  gentlemen 
who  have  replied  to  the  Speaker's  arguments. 

Sir,  I  have  paid  some  attention  to  this  subject, 
and,  although  it  is  impossible  to  come  at  the  exact 
sum,  vet  I  am  convinced  that  the  ainounl  is  much 
less  than  has  been  supposed — a  sum  entirely  too 
trifling  to  excite  the  alarm  which  appears  to  pre- 
vail in  the  case.  The  Vhole  amount  owing,  for 
land  purchased  in  the  tract  of  country  to  which  I 
have  alluded,  is  something  more  than  seven  mil- 
lions eight  hundred  thousand  dollars — a  sum  little 
more  than  that  received  from  the  same  district  for 
each  of  the  last  four  jean.  But,  in  order  to  judee 
more  correctly  on  this  subject,  let  us  examine  the 
forfeitures  of  the  year  1817,  one  in  which  no  in- 
dulgence vras  given,  and  we  will  Bnd  that  the 
amount  of  forfeitures  of  that  year  was  twenty- 
seven  thousand  dollars.  From  my  knowled^  on 
this  subject,  I  know  that  but  a  small  quantity  of 
the  land  ia  sold  when  exposed  to  saL^  for  son-pay- 
ment, but  that  it  reverts  to  the  United  States,  and 
is  stated  in  the  amount  of  forfeitures.  But  suppose 
that  one  half  of  it,  in  that  year,  was  sold,  and  the 
amount  not  paid  for  to  be  Q60,000,  and  even  sup- 
pose the  average  of  the  three  last  years  at  double 
that  amount,  ic  would  only  be  $300,000;  whilst 
gentlemen  have  been  treating  this  question  as  if 
they  bad  been  from  year  to  year  granting  indul- 
gence for  several  millions  of  dollars,  and  as  though 
tbe  several  laws  which  have  been  passed  have  ap- 
plied to  the  same  purchasers;  when,  in  fact, 'all 
the  land  purchased  prior  to  the  year  1813,  has  ei- 
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tha  been  paid  off  or  reTcrted  to  the  United  States, 
sad  much  of  that  vrhich  has  been  prevented  from 
forfeiture  by  the  laws  of  1818  and  1819,  has  also 
been  paid  off,  and  is  daily  payiog  off. 

So  much,  sir,  for  this  vast  debt,  and  ihe  dangers 
which  are  apprehended  from  ita  accumulaiion.  So 
much  has  been  said  on  the  subject  of  the  laws 
granting  iodulgeace,  that  I  will  beg  leave  to  ex- 
amine, very  briefly,  the  history  of  the  present  sys- 
tem, and  the  causes  which  led  to  the  passage  of 
those  laws,  and  see  whether  the  same  objection 
'  might  not  with  equal  propriety  applv  to  almost 
erery  part  of  our  financial  system.  The  law  lay- 
ing the  foundation  of  the  present  system  of  dispOG' 
ing  of  the  public  lands,  was  passed  in  1800,  and, 
tor  a  considerable  time,  no  lands^  escepl  those  in 
the  State  of  Ohio,  were  brought  lato  market.  At 
this  time  the  cun-ency  was  sound ;  we  were  not 
then  annoyed  by  bantu  in  every  part  of  the  coun- 
try; every  kind  of  money  was  then  current,  and 
received  in  payment  j  commerce  was  then  brisk, 
and  payments  were  regularly  made.  This  state  of 
things  continued  without  interruption  until  1808, 
when  the  embargo  took  place;  which  prostrated 
tnde,  stopped  nearly  every  kind  of  busmess,  and 
produced  general  embarrassment ;  to  this,  in  1309, 
V«  add^  the  non-inteicourse.  which  continued 
^th  little  interruption  until  tne  declaration  of 
war  in  1812.  Sensible  of  the  influence  of  this 
atate  of  things  on  those  who  were  indebted  to  the 
public,  Congress,  in  1808,  passed  a  law,  extending 
a  credit  on  a  certain  description  of  revenue  bonds, 
And  the  next  year  it  was  extended  during  thr 
Unuance  of  the  embargo. 

Having  granted  this  favor  to  the  mercantile 
class  of  our  citizens,  I  presume  it  was  considered 
nothing  but  fair  to  extend  etjual  indulgence  to  the 
purchasers  of  public  lands,  inasmuch  as  this  gene- 
ral embarrassment  grew  out  of  measures  which 
the  Government  considered  that  the  interest  and 
honor  of  the  nation  required  to  be  pursued.  Ac- 
cordingly in  March,  1809,  a  law  was  passed,  giving 
longer  tune  to  the  purchasers  of  public  lands  to 
oomplete  their  payments. 

In  ISIO  a  law  of  a  like  nature  was  passed ;  but, 
in  1811,  no  such  law  passed,  and  all  the  lantb,  the 
[nrmeots  for  which  were  due  in  that  year,  were 
either  sold  or  reverted  to  the  United  States.  In 
1812  and  1813,  laws  similar  to  those  before  enacted 
were  passed,withlhi3eiception,lhat  those  who  had 
availed  themselves  of  former  lawsj  should  not  bee[~ 
braced  in  them.  Theaameprovisionsweremade  __ 
thelawswhiehpassedinlSU  and  1815.  In  April, 
1S15,  a  law  was  passed  in  favor  of  the  purchasers 
in  the  Missi$«ipm  Territory,  but  no  law  was  passed 
in  favor  of  purchasers  northwest  of  the  Ohio  until 
1818 ;  consequently  all  thelands  on  which  the  pay- 
ments became  due  in  1816  and  1817  were  forfeit- 
ed. Since  which  time  laws  have  yearly  been 
passied,  applying  equally  to  all  parts  of  the  country. 
From  this  view  of  tie  subject,  it  will  be  per- 
ceived that  the  debt  now  owing  is  not  of  that  long 
standing  which  some  gentlemen  have  siippa&e£ 
and  that  the  failure  to  pay  has  not  arisen  out  of 
any  disposition,  on  the  part  of  the  purchasers,  to 
rely  on  the  indulgence  of  the  OorernmeDt,  bat  nas 


been  in  consequence  of  the  situation  of  the  coun- 
try, produced  by  the  measures  of  the  Government 
It  cannot  have  escaped  your  recollection  that,  dur- 
ing the  war,  and  immediatelv  after  its  tomination, 
the  Government  experiencea  very  great  embarrass- 
ment in  its  fiscal  operations ;  that  the  credit  of  the 
Government  was  much  reduced,  and  Treamry 
notes  were  at  a  great  discount.  In  this  state  of 
things,  and  with  a  view  to  remedy  the  evil,  the 
Treasury  Department  submitted  propoailions  to  all 
the  banks  in  the  Union,  as  well  those  which  had 
received  charters  of  incorporation  from  the  State 
governments,  as  those  established  without  author- 
ity. These  propositions  offered  to  the  banks  that, 
in  case  they  would  agree  to  receive  and  re-issue 
Treaaory  notes,  the  Govemment  would  receive 
their  notes  in  payment  for  all  debts  due  to  the  pub- 
lic. Thus  it  was,  that  a  credit  was  given  to  all 
the  banks  of  the  Union,  almoat  equal  to  a  charter 
granted  by  this  Government.  In  this  state  of 
rL: —  many  persons  became  the  putchasers  of 
lands,  not  doubting  but  that  the  notes  of 
State  banlEs  would  continue  to  be  tecdved  in  pay- 
ment. The  baaking  businesa  W4t  not  understood 
l^  the  people  at  large,  and  but  few  penoDi  could  an- 
ticipate the  sudden  explosion  of  that  syatem,  wfaisti 
a  sudden  return  to  q»eciepaymeniB  produced.  The 
purchaaer,  whose  hopes  were  founded  on  the  pros- 
peet  of  paying  for  his  land  in  the  paper  of  Slate 
banks,  was  completely  disappointed,  as  few  of  that 
description  of  notes  nave  been,  for  a  ^eat  part  of 
the  time  since  the  resumption  of  specie  payments, 
received.  Thus  situated,  it  has  been  found  impos- 
sible to  meet  the  payments  promptly,  as  they  be- 

These  sir,  are  some  of  the  causes  which  have 
operated  to  produce  the  preseat  slate  of  the  debt 
owing  for  public  lands,  but  which,  I  humbly  con- 
ceive, ought  not  wholly  to  be  charged  to  the  im- 
perfectioju  of  the  present  systeoi.  !(  has  arisen 
irnm  causes  which  cannot  operate  on  future  pur- 
cbsieB,  and  which,  I  Inist,  will  never  again  exist. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  well  satisfied  that  the  pre- 
sent system  is  a  good  one,  and  that  the  foars  enter- 
tained of  the  ditastrons  consequences  arc  by  no 
means  well  founded.  I  have  seen  one  of  the  most 
important  States  in  this  Union  grow  up  suddenly 
from  the  wildenwss,  under  the  influence  of  this 
svstem;  yet  1  cannot  but  feel  myself  impressed  l>y 
Ine  strong  prejudice  thataj^ears  to  prevail  againtt 
it.  I  am  wellaware  that  it  is  believed  that  the 
Western  people  have  enjoyed  peculiar  favors^  and 
that  great  speculations  have  b^n  made  at  the  pub- 
lic expen£c.  But  let  meassure  you,  sir,  that  this 
is  not  the  case,  there  is  but  a  very  siwl  induce- 
ment to  speculation  in  public  lands;  the  Govern- 
roeot  is  loo  large  a  landholder  for  any  one  to  come 
in  compebtion  with  it.  Sir,  it  is  the  industry  of 
the  Western  people  which  has  led  to  any  decree 
of  prosperity  which  they  may  be  supposed  to  enjoT- 
I  regret  extremely  that  the  Western  people  should 
be  considered  as  wishing  to  live  by  the  bounty  of 
the  General  Government  I  regret  that  the  dele- 
gation from  the  Atlantic  section  of  the  Union  are 
so  much  opposed  to  the  present  land  laws ;  and  it 
b  this  oppoution  which  induces  mt  to  consent  to 
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the  change  proposed  in  this  bill.  I  conEidei  it  of 
importtnce  that  all  ieaJousy  against  the  Westeiii 
ctHmtty  should  be  allayed ;  and,  as  this  bill  pro- 
poses an  equiralent  for  the  credit  heretofore  frrant- 
ed,  I  may  come  to  a  determinaiioB  to  rote  for  it, 
and  hope  it  nwy  pass. 

Mr.  McLbax,  of  KentuciEy,  ^ke  as  folloiis ; 

Mr.  Cbairman,  it  ■waa  not  my  intention  to  have 
detained  the  Committee  on  this  subject,  although 
aa  important  one,  and  one  an  which  theprospantj 
ofthe  Western  country  much  dependE.  But,asfre- 
qneni  reference  has  been  made  to  the  mode  adopted 
by  the  Legiilaliue  of  Kentucky,  in  disposing  of 
her  TaeanI  lands,  and  the  consequeaoes  gjowing 
out  of  that,  to  prove  the  propriety,  or  rather  the 
necessity,  of  passing  the  bill  on  your  table,  and  as 
Irepresent&partofthatsectioQofihe  Slate  which 
has  be<D  setded  under  the  operation  of  the  Ken- 
tucky ayslem,  (as  it  has  been  called,)  and  pre- 
sume I  am  as  well  acQiMinted  with  the  opecation 
of  that  system  as  my  coU^^e*  wJto  have  aiujnad' 
verted  upon  it,  I  hope.  I  snail  be  indulged  a  few 
moment:!  on  this  impoituat  subject.  Mf.  Chair- 
man, what  was  that  system?  Before  any  person 
wa-s  permitted  to  locate  a  piece  of  racant  land, 
he  was  required  to  produce  satisfactwy  prool^  to 
the  proper  authority,  that  he  was  an  Ktual  and 
btmaAde  settler  on  the  land  he  wished  to  enter.  If 
he  offered  this  pioof,  he  was  entitled  to  a  certifi- 
cate for  four  hundred  acres  of  land,  in  which  was 
pacBicalariv  desuibad  the  land  he  was  settled  on ; 
and, upon  hinpayiaginto  the  TTeaswy  at  the  rate 
of  twenty  oeots  per  acre,  in  four  annual  instal- 
laeBI^  be  was  entitled  to  a  patent  for  his  land, 
BgreeaUv  to  his  surrey  made  on  said  certificate. 

The  Legidature  of  Kentucky  appeared  to  be 
more  desirous  of  harinz  the  country  settled  than 
to  make  money  out  of  tlieir  soil,  and  their  expec- 
tations were  fully  realized.  What  has  been  the 
effect  of  thb  system  ^  Owing  to  the  inducements 
held  out  to  alt  classcss,  both  rich  and  poor,  by  the 
low  price  of  the  land,  and  the  easy  terms  of  pay- 
ment, together  with  the  excellent  quality  of  the 
soil,  the  country  settled  with  a  rapidity  unexam- 
pjieo.  Farms  and  Tillages  sprung  up  through  the 
cQuntty  as  if  by  magic,  and  a  portion  of  tba  t  coon- 
try  is  at  this  time  in  as  high  a  state  of  cultivatioii 
ss.apy  part  of  the  Stale,  and  sends  to  foreign  mar- 
kwlB  as  much  surplcs  produce.  That  country 
wiuch  in  '95  was  a  wilderness,  entirely  frontier, 
in  which  there  was  scarcely  a  white  man,  in  1800 
was  entitled  to  one  member  on  this  floor;  in  1810 
n>  three;  and,  I  hare  no  doubt,  at  the  next  ap- 
portionment of  representation,  (unless  the  ratio  is 
raised,)  will  be  entitled  to  five. 

It  may  be  somewhat  surprising,  yet  it  is  never- 
theless true,  that,  although  the  land  was  sold  upon 
such  easy  terms,  thousands  of  persona  settled  on 
it  who  were  unable  to  comply  with  the  terms  of 
sale,  and  the  Legislature  has  been  compelled  to 
extend  her  parental  indulgence  to  them  irom  year 
to  year,  and  the  wholeof  thedebl  is  not  yet  ex  tin- 

Suished.  But,  sir,  has  the  Btate  been  injured  by 
lis  lenity  ?  I  answer,  no  ;  far  from  it.  She  has 
ihe  pleasing  refiectioo  of  having  increased  hei 
popiUBtioa  and  itJueitce,  and  is.  now  deriring 


wealth  from  the  labor  of  her  citizens,  who  an 
literally  sitting  under  their  own  vine  arid  fig  trei^ 
cultivating  their  own  land,  and,  by  their  indiiatrf, 
supporting  their  families.  I  am  personally  ac- 
quamted  with  many  persons  who  were  unaUa  lt» 
pay  for  their  land  when  they  settled  oa  it,  wh^ 
by  their  industiy,  have  taisea  the  means  u  pur 
for  it  out  of  the  land  itself^  and  are  now  indapen^ 
ent,  good  livers-  Under  the  operation  of  this  law, 
the  settler  became  a  tenant  to  the  Stale,  and,  bf- 
means  of  his  industry,  be  paid  for  his  land,  and 
reaped  the  reward  of  his  labor,  by  enjoying  th» 
advantages  of  his  impTovemeni ;  whereas,  if  this 
land  had  not  beaisolii  upon  a  credit,  ha  must  hare 
become  a  tenant  to  an  overbeanng  landlonl,  and, 
ailcT  making  a  farm,  and  valuable  improvEViaita. 
for  another,  ne  would  be  compelled  to  leavei^uid 
go  again  into  the  forest,  i  think  there  ia  ito  man 
who  will  say  the  srstem  adopted  by  tba  Btate  o£ 
Kentucky  was  a  bad  one.  My  collaaguea  who  an 
in  favor  of  the  bill  on  your  taUe,  eay,  that .  the 
Gteen  river  debt  has' had  a  petsieioua  edeot  on 
the  l^tislatioa  of  the  State,  fmiiit  eonfrss  I  have 
never  witnessed  it,  or  been  under  its.  iidueniw; 
and  I  am  satisfied  neither  of  my  boaoralile  col- 
leagues will  be  wiltiog  In  ackaowledee  that  it  baa 
caused  either  of  them  to  do  that  which  they  be- 
lieved to  be  wrong.  Neither  am  X  wiUiog  to  ad- 
mit.that,  if  this  bOi  should  not  ba  puMd,  and  the 
old  system  should  be  adhered  to,  that  it  ever  will 
have  an  undne  inflaence  on  the  numbers  of  this 

Mr.  Chairman,  [believelheinterestof  this  nation 
will  be  pnxnoted  by  disposing  of  the  public:  laada 
in  such  a  way  as  to  put  it  in  the  power  of  evoy 
man,  both  rich  and  poor,  who  wishes  to  cidlivate 
the  soil,  to  obtain  a  pact  of  it.  If  you  takecaieoC 
the  poor,  and  enable  tbem  to  procure  lands,  there 
is  no  danger  of  the  rich;  they  can  and  will  take 
care  of  themselves.  Oui  Goveroment  teds  upon 
the  intelligence,  independence,  and  equality  of^it* 
citizens.  AH  measures  which  are  calculated  to 
keep  your  citizens  on  an  equality,  not  only  as  to 
petaonal  rights,  but  as  to  property,  tend  to  aupnort 
and  preserve ^our  republican  institutions;  ana  all 
measures  which  are  calculated  to  make  the  rich 
richer,  and  the  poor  poorer,  tend  directly  to  ari9li>- 
cracy.  In  vain  do  you  say,  when  a  portion  of 
your  citizens  are  rich,  and  a  part  of  them,  poor, 
and  dependent  on  the  rich,  that  they  are  all  upon 
an  equably. 

1  hope  Ishall  not  be  understood  to  say,  that  the 
Government  ou^ht  to  deprive  a  man  of  that  which 
he  has,  to  give  it  to  the  poor;  but  I  do  say,  that 
the  Qovernmeni  oogbt  to  adopt  no  measure  which 
ii  calculated  to  benefit  the  wealthy  part  of  the 
community  alone,  which  I  conceive  the  bill  on 
your  uWe  will— because  it  will  readily  be  perceiv- 
ed that  no  man,  under  the  operation  of  this  law, 
ran  procure  a  title  to  any  of  your  landu,  unless  he 
can  advance  one  hundred  dollars.  Qentlemon 
are  not  aware  of  the  many  difficulties  which  at- 
tend moving  to,  and  settling  a  new  country.  Tha 
expense  of  travelling  is  consideraUe;  and  a  wbde 
yeai's  provvuons  has  to  be  laid  in,  and  g«>eiallf 
at  a  high  price ;  vrlien  thb  ia  done,  the  po(v  muA 
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fond*  an  exhausted,  tod  he  has  nothing  left  to 
purchase  even  a  half  of  a  quarter  section  of  Uad. 
What  must  he  dol  He  muat  not  only  labor  to 
■upport  bis  family,  but  labor  to  pay  his  landlord 
for  the  use  of  his  land.  QeDtlemeD  need  not  tell 
me  that  any  mna  who  ought  to  own  land  can 
niw  100  dollars.  If  they  were  io  a  liiuation  to 
Me  many  individuals  who  move  to  the  Western 
country,  thev  would  change  their  opinion.  Do  wc 
not  know  that  many,  very  many,  young  pereons 
tuite  together  in  marriage,  who  are  not  able  to 
purchase  the  necessary  articles  for  housekeeping 
and  hare  100  dulLara  in  cash  left  to  purchase  a 
tract  of  land  1  In  vain  you  tell  me  that  this  cash 
■yitemis  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  man  who  has 
caih^  and  to  the  prejudice  of  the  poor  man  who 

Oentlenien  do  not  reason  fairly  when  thev  at- 
tempt to  prore,  that  it  is  better  to  purchase  land 
atonedollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre  for  cash, 
than  two  dollars  upon  credit.  If  the  present  price 
■*  loo  high,  reduce  it  to  the  price  proposed,  and 
then  tell  me  whether  it  is  not  easier  to  purchase 
land  upon  the  present  credit  than  by  paving  the 
whole  down,  and  whether  it  will  not  enaole  many 
persons  to  purchase  land  who  will  not  be  able  to 
do  so  if  this  bUI  passes. 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  the  amendment  which  1  had 
the  honor  to  offer  (which  was  to  permit  the  per- 
HMi  who  is  settled,  or  should  settle  on  the  land  to 
enter  one  qoarcer  section  on  a  credit,  as  heretofore) 
bad  prevailed,  1  would  have  no  objection  to  the  pas- 
nge  of  this  lull,  as  ii  would  have  encouraged  the 
seulement  of  the  coanlry^  and  put  a  stop  to  that 
system  of  speculation  which  has  and  will  prevail 
to  such  au  iDJurioas  estenL  Your  best  land  is  gen- 
erally purchased  by  speculators  who  have  money, 
not  with  a  view  of  cultivating  it  themselves,  but 
to  keep  it  until  the  settlement  of  the  country  en- 
hances the  value,  aud  thep  sell  it  to  some  person 
at  an  advanced  price.  Companies  are  formed  in 
variousparts  of  the  Union,  who  send  their  agents 
to  the  Wesiwn  country,  who  enter  whole  town- 
ships merely  with  a  view  of  speculation ;  and 
thereby  the  land  is  taken  out  of  the  market  until 
the  price  shall  advance,  and  the  settlement  of  the 
country  retarded. 

Butj  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  little  hopes  that  this 
bill  will  either  be  amended  or  be  prevented  from 
passing.  My  colleagues  have  advanced  an  argu- 
ment which  I  believe  to  be  entirety  without  found a- 
tioD^  yet, being  urged  by  geullcmen  from  the  West, 
it  will  have  weight  with  members  of  the  House, 
in  apiteof  any  thing  which  can  be  said  against  it: 
I  mean  the  argument,  that,  if  this  credit  system  is 

Ermitied  to  go  on,  the  people  of  the  West  will 
«  their  affection  for  the  Qovemment,  and  the 
Oovernment  will  finally  lose  the  money,  and  the 
land  too.  If,  indeed,  there  appeared  to  be  a  spirit 
rising  in  the  West  inimicat  to  this  Qovemment,  it 
would  have  been  more  agreeable  to  me  for  it  to 
have  been  announced  by  members  from  other  sec- 
tions of  this  Union  than  from  the  West.  But,  I 
will  tisk^where  is  the  evidence  of  disaffection  to- 
wards the  Government  in  the  Western  country  7 
When  has  t&a  QoTctoment  called  on  this  peopt^ 


any  person  to  point 
out  the  instance.  I  am  sure  it  was  not  in  the  last 
war.  We tlienpaidourtaxescheerfully,and,at the 
beat  of  the  drum,  the  whole  country  was  ready  to 
rally  around  the  standard  of  their  country.  Sir, 
as  it  jvas  not  my  intention  to  have  addressed  you 
on  this  subject,  and  as  the  merits,  or  rather  de- 
merits, of  this  bill,  have  been  so  ably  pointed  out 
by  the  honorable  Speaker,  1  will  detain  you  no 
longer ;  but  express  a  hope  that  the  bill  will  be 
either  amended  or  reiecIMl  by  the  House. 

After  the  bill  had  been  reported  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  a  variety  of  propositions  were 
made  to  amend  it,  amcwg  which  were  the  follow- 
ing. 

The  question  was  taken,  by  yeas  and  nays,  oa 
concurring  with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in 
refusing  to  strike  out  the  second,  third,  fourth,  fifth, 
and  sixth  sections  of  the  bill,  being  that  part  of  Um 
bill  which  requires  the  wnole  payment,  on  the 
purchase  of  a  tract  of  land,  to  be  paid  in  cadi; 
and  the  result  was  as  fii^ows; 

Tais— Mnira.  Abbot,  Adims,  Alexander,  Allen  of 
UisiaGbusetta,  Allen  of  NewTork,  ADdenoii,Ar^er 
of  Huyland,  Archer  of  Virgints,  Baker,  Bsldwia, 
Bsibour,  Bsteman,  Bavly,  Baeeher,  Boden,  Brasli, 
Barton,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Canpball,  Ciw, 
CIsE«tt,  Claik,  Cocke,  Craft*.  Crawford,  Culbrath, 
Cnifamsn,  Cothbert,  Dirlingtoni  Davidaon,  DenaisoD, 
Dickinson,  Dowse,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Conaeolica^ 
Edwards  of  Pennsjhsnia,  Edward*  of  North  Catollna, 
Errin,  Fay.  PUher,  Flojd,  Folgar,  Fool,  Forrest,  Ful- 
ler, Fullorum,  Gsrastt,  Grosi  of  Nan  York,  Groa*  of 
Pennaylvania,  H all  of  New  Yoik,  Hall  of  Delawara, 
Hall  ot  North  Carolins,  Hsnlin,  Hemphill,  Herrick, 
Hibahman,  Haister,  Hill.  Holme*,  Hooki,  HosleUec, 
Jones  of  Virginia,  Kent,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Litlle,  Lioa, 
Liiermore,  Lowndra,  Ljtoan,  Maclay,  McCoj,  Mc- 
Lane  of  Uetawmre,  Msllar;,  Marchand,  Mason.  Meiga, 
Mercer,  R.  Moore,  8,  Moore,  Mooelj,  Morton.  Murray, 
Neile,  Nelion  of  HainchuMtU,  Newton,  Orenlrost, 
Parker  of  Mauicbutelt*,  Parker  of  Virginia,  PsttareOD, 
PbiUon.  Pinckney,  PinJall,  Plumer,  Rankin,  Reed, 
Rbei,  Rich,  Richards,  Richmond,  Ringgold,  RobertMiD,  ' 

Hogera,  Ro*<.  Rdm,  Sampson,  Sergeant,  Settle,  Shaw, 
Stiahee,  Simkina,  Sloan,  Slocumb,  8midi  of  Maryland,  I 

B.  Smith  of  Viigini*.  Bmith  of  North  Carolins,  Bomb 
srd,  Suim,  Street,  8tn>ng  of  Vermont,  StrongofNew  i 

Yotk.  Swesiingen,  Tarr,  Taykr,  Terrell,  Tompkina, 
Tncj,  Tockei  of  Sooth  Csrolina,  Tyler.  Van  RanBaa>  I 

laer,  WendoTer,  WhiLman,  Williams  of  Virginia,  WU- 
liams  of  North  Carolina  and  Wood— 1S&.  I 

Niis— Meaan.  Allen  of  Tenneiaee,  Ball,  Brown,  ' 

Bryan,  Burwetl,  Butler  of  Lonisiana,  Cannon,  Cook,  | 

Crowell,  Ford,  Hendricka,  Jone*  of  Tennessee,  Ho 
Crcaiy,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Meicalf,  NrlKin  of  Vir- 
ginia, Stevens,  Trimble,  and  Tucker  of  Virginia—lS. 

Mr.  HnNDBiCKS  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  adding  to  the  fourth  section  the  following  pro- 
Tuo: 

"  And promded,  furlhtr.  That  the  actual  settler  of 
Iha  aoil  shall  be  entitled  to  the  privilege  of  making 
piyinent  fiir  his  land,  if  the  same  shall  not  exceed  ana 
hnndrcd  and  siity  aciea,  in  instalmenta,  agreeably  t« 
th*  present  credit  ryulem,  as  to  lima  of  payment,  and 
btfeitarai  which  aetitement  aball  be  aaceitaioed  and 
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And^  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
detennioed  in  the  n^BliTe. 
Mr.  McLejlk,  of  Kentncky,  mored  to  nmend 


following  words: 

"  Ua[eu  ha  ihkU  prodi 
ngi*Lerof  the  publie  luidi  Ihtl  he  it  ao  aotuii  adiI 
bon*  fide  wtUcr,  With  b>i  bmilj,  on  tbe  ]>ndi  pioposcd 
to  bp  eDlered  ;  *ad  ihall,  rIm,  mt-Vt  0*th,  tbkt  bo  hai 
not  previouitf  entered  enj  other  Undi  belonging  to 
the  Uniled  Sutn  ;  then  the  aaid  person  ihill  be  en- 
tiUrd  to  enter  one  quarter  lectian,  including'  hit  eaid 
•eltlemenl,  upon  credit,  ai  berotofore." 

Andf  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determiDcd  in  the  nEgative. 

Mr.  Cook  moTed  to  amend  the  hill  by  Btriking 
oDt  the  second  section,  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  to  in- 
^rt  the  following: 

"Ssc.S.  And  be  it  furlitr  tnacltd,  Tbat.fromand 
after  ibe  first  day  of  Julj  neit,  credit  ahall  not  be 
•lloired  for  tbe  puiollaae  money  on  tbe  aale  of  any  of 
the  pnblic  landa  sold  at  public  nie,  bnl  every  pai- 
chaeer  of  land,  wMeh  may  be  eotd  tbereafter  at  public 
■ale,  ihall,  on  tbe  day  of  purchaae,  make  complete 
pnment  therefor ;  and  if  any  perion,  being  tbe  bighset 
Hdder  at  pablic  nIe,  for  a  tract  of  land,  ahall  iail  to 
make  payment  Iherefot  on  the  day  on  which  the  tame 
wu  pnrehaHd,  the  traet  ahall  be  again  ofiered  at 
ptibUe  ade,  on  tbe  neit  day  of  sale,  and  eneh  paraon 
■ball  not  be  capable  of  bcoaming  the  pnrahaaer  of  that 
or  any  other  tract  of  land  at  aa^  pnblie  ml^m.  And 
from  and  after  the  period  atbrwaid.  whanner  the  par- 
«ltaaei  of  any  of  tbe  ptiUie  land,  at  priTata  aale,  ahall, 
at  the  time  of  makiag  aneh  ptirchaaa,  make  oomplets 
payment  ihsMfcrt  ttw  prica  ahall  be  one  dollar  and 
t««nty-G*«  cenia  par  acre:  Prvridtd,  kowevtr.  That 
thia  proTiaion  aball  not  b>  ao 
the 


conatroad  aa  to  preTent 
parchaaa  upon  credit,  aa  heretolbra,  at  pnTate 


And,  the  qaestion  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
deiennined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Scott  moved  to  amend  die  hill  by  insert- 
ing therein  two  new  sectiom,  to  come  in  as  the 
fifth  and  riidi  sections  thereof,  to  wit: 

'Sac  0.  Bt  it  taaeltd,  ^e..  That  every  peraon, 
or  the  legal  rcpreaanlativta  of  every  peraon,  who  hat 
actually  inhabited  and  cullivated,  and  who  now  rs- 
•idea  upon  any  tract  of  land  lying  in  any  diatrict 
Mtabtiihed  for  the  sale  of  public  landa,  which  tract  ia 
not  rightfully  claimed  by  any  other  perton,  each  per- 
aon, io  reaiding  aa  aforeaaid,  or  hia  legal  repreaenla- 
tivea,  aball  be  entitled  to  a  preference  in  becoming  the 

Enrchaaer  ftom  tbe  United  Statee  of  anch  tract  of 
ind,  at  private  aale,  npon  the  same  terma  and  condi- 
liona,  in  every  reapect,  aa  have  beratafbre  been  pro- 
vided by  law  for  the  aale  of  other  landa  aald  at  private 
■ale:  Prvtuttd,  That  no  more  than  one  qnarUraec- 
tieii  of  landa  ahall  be  sold  to  any  one  individual  in 
virtna  of  thia  act,  and  tbe  aaraeaeciion  aball  be  bonnded 
by  the  aectional  and  diriaional  line*  run,  or  to  be  ran, 
acccnding  to  law :  i'rm^eiJ^  oZm,  That  no  landa  re- 
-aeiveil  fJMm  Mle  by  fbrmcr  acta,  or  landa  which  have 


been  directed  to  be  aold  in  Iowa  Iota,ahal]  be  aeld  na-  I 

der  tbia  act.  I 

"  Sac.  6.  Be  it  furthtr  enacted,  Tbtt  every  peraon  | 

claiming  a  preference  in  becnming  the  purchaaer  of  a 
tract  oF  land  in  virtue  of  this  act,   ihall  mAe  known 


land  may  be,  wherein  he  shall  particularlv  ' 
the  quarter  eection  he  claima ;  which  notice  the  register 
ahall  file  in  bis  office,  on  lecci'ing  twenly-five  centa 
from  the  patmn  delivering  the  aame.  And,  in  every 
oase  where  it  shsll  appear  to  the  aatiafactlon  of  th* 
register  and  reemvera  of  public  moneys  of  the  land 
office  tbst  any  peraon,  who  haa  delivered  hia  notice  of 
claim,  ia  entitled,  according  to  the  provisions  of  iM» 
act,  to  a  preference  in  becoming  the  purchaser  of  a 
quarter  eection  of  land,  auch  person,  so  entitled,  ehall 
have  a  right  to  enter  the  aaid  quarter  section,  oi  half 
thereof,  with  the  regiater  of  the  land  office,  on  pro- 
ducing his  receipt  from  the  receiver  of  public  money* 
for  at  leait  one-twentieth  part  of  the  purcbaae  money, 
as  Id  eaaa  of  otbrr  landa  aold  at  private  aale:  Pro- 
vided, That  all  landa  to  be  aold  nnder  tbia  aet.  wbich 
aball  not  have  been  previoualy  eipoaed  to  publie  aala, 
ahall  be  entered  with  Ibe  irgiater  at  least  two  waeka 
before  tbe  time  which  may  be  appointed  for  the  com- 
meneement  of  the  public  aala  thereof.  And  evar]r 
peiaon,  having  a  right  of  preference  in  becoming  the 
purchaaer  oF  a  tract  of  land,  who  aball  bil  to  make 
his  entry  with  the  rrgiMer  within  tbe  time  prescribed, 
bia  right  shall  be  forfeited,  and  tbe  land  by  him  elaimsd 
ahall  be  offered  at  pnblic  aale  with  the  other  pnblie 
landa  in  the  district  to  wbich  it  belonga." 

And,  the  question  being  taken  to  agree  to  amend 
the  bill  by  iaserling  these  sections,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative. 

Mr.  CaowKLL  then  moved  to  add  to  the  bill  tbe 
following  section : 

"  And  be  it  further  tnaeled.  That  where  any  par- 
aon  haa  horetoIorB  pairhaaed  more  than  one  quarter 
eection  of  land,  or  more  than  one  fractional  qaarter 
■ection,  and  has  not  made  complete  payment  there- 
for, auch  peraon  ahalt  be  permitted  to  aurrender  to  the 
regiater  of  tbe  land  oQice  of  the  diatrict  in  which  audt 
purcbaae  or  purchaaas  bive  been  made,  any  of  tha 
qnaner  eectiona,  or  fractional  quarter  aectiona,  wbidt 
be  or  abe  may  have  purchaaed  ;  and  the  aum  or  auDM 
wliich  such  perton  may  have  paid  upon  the  land  ao 
aurresdaied,  aball  be  carried  to  his  or  her  credit  upon 
those  quarter  sections,  or  frectional  ottartar  aactionc, 
wbich  be  or  abe  may  cbooee  to  retain ;  and  the  land 
ao  anirendered  ahall  be  cooudered  aa  reverted  to  tha 
United  Statci,  and  aball  be  diapoaed  o^  in  all  reapeda 
whatever,  like  other  reverted  or  forfeited  landa." 

And,  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  wm 
determined  in  the  n^ative. 

Mr.  BtTTLBB,  of  Louisiana,  moved  that  the  bill 
be  amended  by  adding  thereto  tbe  following  acc- 


but  the  public  landa  within  that  State  ahall  be  dia- 
poaed of  according  to  tbe  jawa  now  io  force." 

And,  the  question  being  taken  theieon,  it  wu 
determined  in  the  negative. 

And  tbe  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-motrow,  without  amendment,  and  tlio 
Hou)e  adjourned 
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TnoiMDAY,  April  SO. 

Mr.  ButTB,  of  Maryland.  Trom  the  Committee 
ot'Wa.ys  tad  Means,  to  wnich  was  referred  the 
bOl  from  the  Senate,  enlJcled  "An  act  Co  provide 
for  tiie  expense  of  surveying  certain  parts  of  the 
coast  of  North  Carolina,  and  for  other  purposes," 
leported  the  same  without  amendment;  and  it 
was  conunilled  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
moiTow. 

Mi-  Anderboii,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Ijtnd^  to  whom  was  referred  the  Seiute's  bill  an- 
thorizmg  the  deaig^iaiiim  of  the  botmdary  between 
the  States  of  InoiaBa  and  lUinoia,  Kported  tite 
Mme  withoBt  amendment,  and  then  mored  that 
ttw  Hme  be  indefiiiitdy  postponed. 

Ht.  CoOK,widi  a  view  to  acting  faddinitely  on 
(he  tdll,  mof«d  to  lay  the  same  on  die  table ;  but 
die  mo^B  was  nemtived. 

Mr.  HEHBHicKSnien  optMsed  tbe  ind^nite  post- 
ponement of  the  bill,  ana  Mr.  Anderson  advo- 
cated it;  when, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Woodbridoe,  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  cable. 

Mr.  ANDClteON,  from  the  Coromittee  on  Poblk 
liands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  establish 
land  offices  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  reported  the 
aame  with  amendments,  embracing  the  establish- 
'a  land  office  in  Indiana;  and  ^le  bill  and 
e  referred  to  a  Gomtoitlee  of  the 


Whole. 


Mr.  Brubh,  from  the  Committee  an  theE^ten- 
dituies  in  the  War  Depaitinent,  to  whom  wa*  re- 
loned  the  Bubjwt  of  the  loan  of  gunpowder,  by  the 
officers  of  the  War  Department,  to  Stnll  and  Wil- 
liams, made  report  thereon ;  which  was  ordared  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  liave  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit:  "An  act  to  provide  relief  for  sict 
and  aisabled  seamen,"  and  "An  act  granting  to 
the  State  of  Ohio  the  risbt  of  pre-emption  to  cer- 
tain quarter  sections  of  landj"  inwhich  bills  they 
nk  the  oonourence  of  this  Hoote. 

The  biU  for  resnlating  the  manner  of  aettling 
ihe  accounts  of  ue  aernral  deputy  surreyofs  in  the 
UisMuri  and  Arkansas  Tenitories  passed  ibnragfa 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  «ns  ordered  to 
be  ei^oBMd  for  a  third  reading. 

llie  Committee  of  the  Whole  tocA  up  for  eon- 
^eretbn  the  sereral  bills  coneemingland  offices ; 
an^  having  risen  and  made  report  thereon — 

The  amendment  to  the  bill  forthe  esiablisbment 
of  additioaal  land  offices  in  the  State  of  Illinois, 
was  read ;  and. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  bill  was  recom- 
mitted to  the  Gommittee  on  Public  Lands. 

Amendments  reported  lo  the  bill  to  designate 
the  boundaries  of  aistricts  and  establish  land  offices 
ji>r  die  disposal  of  the  pnUic  lands  not  heretofore 
oflered  for  sale  in  die  States  of  Atahama  and 
Indiana,  were  read,  and  part  concurred  in  and 
part  disagreed  to  by  the  Heuee;  and  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  ifme  to- 


ordered  to  tie  on  the  table,  the  prarisions  df  ft 
having  been  comprised  in  the  bill  above  men- 
tioned to  esMUish  additional  land  offies  ia  lUi- 

Mr.  Brgsh  moved  thai  the  House  do  now  pro- 
ceed lo  the  consideration  of  the  resolution,  aubmit- 
led  by  him  on  the  SSd  February  lost,  to  inouire 
into  the  expediency  of  ascerlainia^  tne  nortnem 
boundary  of  the  State  of  Ohio ;  which  motion  waa 
rqecKd  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Cobb  moved  that  the  House  do  now  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate, entitled  "An  art  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants 
of  the  City  of  Washington,  and  to  repeal  the  sev- 
eial  acts  heretofore  passed  for  that  purpose ;"  which 
motion  was  also  rejected  by  the  House. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  (he  follawiag  titles,  to 
wit;  "An  act  to  provide  relief  for  sick  and  'tsa- 
bled  seamen,"  and  "An  act  granting  to  the  State 
of  Ohio  the  right  of  fve^emption  to  certain  qiMrter 
sections  of  land,"  were  severally  read  twice,  and 
referred — the  first  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  anf 
Means,  and  the  second  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands. 

THE  MILITIA. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  clothiiw  the  milltlB  When 
called  into  the  service  of  the  tfnited  States;  the 
bill  to  establish  an  uniform  mode  of  discipline  and 
field  exercise  for  the  miLtia  of  the  United  States; 
and  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "to  provide  for  cloth- 
ing the  Army  of  the  United  States  in  domeatic 
manufactures,"  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  were  rowrted  to  the  Hoase. 

The  first  of  these  ulls  being  taken  up— 

Mr.  Mbikibb  moved  to  amend  it  by  atiikingiont 
that  part  of  the  flrel  sectiea  which  pre*ide*  thart 
the  militia,  who  may  hereafter  be  eaUed  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States.  "  shall,  in  addition  to 
the  pay  and  emolnments  heretofore  allowed  far 
law,  be  entitled  to  and  receive  the  value  of  a  full 
snit  of  clothing,  in  all  cases  where  they  sh^  per- 
form a  six  mouths'  tour  of  duty,  and  furnish  them- 
selves with  dothing  sufficient  for  said  term  of  ser- 
vice; and  in  all  cases  where  tbey  shall  be  called 
en  for  a  shorter  period, or  shall  bedischajgedfrom 
the  service  before  the  expiration  of  the  time  {or 
which  they  had  been  required,  they  shall  be  enti- 
tled lo  receive  such  proportion  of  the  value  of  a 
suit  of  clothing  as  may  be  equal  to  the  time  they 
may  have  been  in  service ;"  and,  in  lien  thereof,  to 
insert  a  provision  that  any  onewho  takes  the  field 
for  a  tour  of  duty  of  not  less  than  six  months, 
shall,  in  addition  to  the  pay  and  emoluments 
heretofore  allowed  by  law,  be  entitled  (o  and 
receive  each  a  full  suit  of  uniform,  iocludbg  a 
blanket,  &c. 

This  amendment  was,  together  with  the  bill, 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  amendmenis  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
the  Wh<de  to  the  bill  to  establish  an  imifoin  mode 
of  discipline  and  field  exercise  for  the  militia  was 
I^en  Dp ;  when, 

Mr.  Foot  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  the  second  seotioo,  <a4ieh  prDvidos  "that  ao 
much  of  the  act  of  Cangn3%  tpfioKA  the  8tfa  cf 
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MsT,  179S.  as  approTes  and  esUbUifaes  the  mlM 
ud  diacipliDe  of  the  Baron  De  8t«Qb«o,  and  re- 
(piira  than  to  be  obterred  by  tbe  militia  ihroORh- 
tnt  the  United  States,  be,  and  the  same  Is  hereoy, 
iM^led. 

This  motion  wns  negatived,  and  the  bill  was 
ofdered  to  be  engroMcd  for  a  third  reading. 

PUBLIC  LANDB. 
The  bill  from  tbe  Senate,  for  changmg  the  mode 
of  di^KMing  of  the  pabiic  landa,  vaa  then  read  a 
tUrdtime;  and  oa  tbe  que«tioD,  "Shall  the  bill 
pan?"  the  vote  w» — For  tbe  pauage  of  the  bill 
1S3,  agaiiut  it  23,  B<  follom : 

Till — Mnm.  Abbot,  Adim*,  Aleiuider,  Allen  of 
MmuadiuMt*,  AndeiMa,  Areher  of  Htryland,  Bik«r, 
Baldwin,  Balbanr,  Batamui,  Biyly,  BMcbn,  Boden, 
'  BnHh,  Buffimt,  Oampbdl,  Gua,  0\a%feVt,  Clnk, 
CoUi,  CnfU,  CrmwArd,  Culbtetfa,  CubguB,  C«h- 
bw^  Ditliiigtoii,DBnd«Mi,I>eDniaaB,  Dawht,  DJekin- 
mm,  DowM.  E*tl<,  Bddj,  BdwuA  of  GoasMtiinit, 
EdiTvdiof  P«Diin|TaDii,Bdfrudiof  NorACamltaa, 
F>y,  Fuhar,  Flo;4  Fo)g«T,  Tow,  ForrMi,  Fallw.  Fnl- 
lerton,  GarD«tl,  OroM  of  New  York,  6i<M  of  ?«■&• 
nltaoi*.  Hall  of  New  York,  H*U  of  Dsltwan,  Hdl  of 
Noith  Cir(dmt,  Hardin,  Hinrtl,  HsmpbUI,  Harriek, 
HibahmaD,  HiecMc,  HitI,  Holmea,  Haoki,  HoiUUer, 
Kcodall,  KiDiej,  Ijltte,  LioD,  LivcimorB,  Ljman, 
HcCoj,  McLaue  of  Delaware,  MalFirj,  Marchaoil, 
Msion,  Meech,  Melgt,  Mereer,  R,  Moore,  8.  Moore, 
MoTietl.  Morlao,  Moaeley,  Mnrray,  Neale,  Nelson  of 
MaHBchuietli,  NentoD,  Oriretreet,  P*rlt«r  orMana- 
ebuutta,  Parker  of  Virginia,  PalterMn,  Pbelfii,  Phil- 
Min,PiTicka«^liRd^l,Ktdier,PtDmer,  Rankin,  Reed, 
Kfaea,  Rich.  ITiehard*,  KkhMOBd,  RobertMiD,  "Ro^tn, 
Rom,  Bnie,  SaapMB,  Bawrer,  SefMant,  BeUIe,  Sbtnt, 
SiMee,  Bknkiiia,  Enout,  Bloenmb,  Bmtlh  of  Hew  Jar- 
ttj.  Smith  oi  Haryland,  B.  SUiilh  of  Virgtaia,  Saith 
of  North  Oaralina,  Sontho^,  SCorn,  Bbonff  of  New 
Toik,  SweaiiDBan,  Tarr,  Taylor,  TonUnami,  T(»ip> 
kina,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  Sonth  Carolina,  Tyler,  VdD 
RanMelaar,  Wallaea,  WendoTer,  Williaa*  of  Virginia, 
Williami  of  North  Carolina,  and  Wood. 

Nik— Meurc.  Allen  of  Tenneiaee,  Ball,  Bloom- 
field,  Brown,  Biyan,  Burwell,  Batler  of  Louielana, 
Cannon,  Cook,  Crowell,  Culp'eper,  Ford,  Ht^tey, 
Hendrkka,  JohnaOD,  Jonea  of  Tenneiaee,  McCreary, 
McLean  of  Kentncky,  Metcalf,  Steven*,  Trhnble, 
Tucker  or  Vi^nia,  and  Walker. 

CLOTHING  FOR  THE  ARMY. 
The  Senate's  bill  to  provide  for  clothing  the 
Army  of  the  United  States  in  domeatic  nmno&e- 
mrei  was  taken  up. 

Unjuccessfol  motions  were  made  to  lay  it  oo 

the  table,  and  poaqrane  it  to  the  fint  day  of  May. 

Among  other  motionB  to  amend  the  bul  wan  coe 

by  Ur.  UoLHBs,  to  strike  out  the  proviso,  that  tbe 

'  'ic  goods  can  be  procmwl  at  the  same  pieei 

_  ^  )•  of  the  same  kind  and  quality  of  foreign 
manufacttire. 

This  motion  mre  rise  to  oontidemble  debate^ 
ftbd  was  Bt  length  decided  by  yea*  and  nays — Bo 
to  73,  as  follows : 

T«iB — Mean's.  Adams,  Allen  of  MaaaadiaiMta, 
Allen  ofNew  Tork,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Bseoher,  Boden, 
BroUrn,  Brarii,  Campbell,  Case,  Clark,  Oook,  Ooab- 
.nan,  DtrbBpaa,  Dniniaon,Dewitl,I}iAlnMB,  Bddy, 


Edwarda  of  Connectieat,  Edwarde  of  Pennsylranla, 
Br»in,  Fay,  F<dger,  Fool,  Forrest,  Oiom  of  New 
Tork,  Groaa  of  PennsylTinia,  Hall  of  New  Yoik, 
Hall  of  Delaware,  Hatard,  HaToohill,  Hendrioka, 
Herriek,  Hibdiman,  Heietrr,  HiII,Holmea.  Hosteller, 
Kendall,  Kinaey,  Kinaley,  Lyman,  Haclay,  UcLane 
of  Delaware,  MeLean  A  Kentncky,  Marcband,  Mi- 
aon,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Monell,  Morton,  Uan^, 
Newton,  Parker  of  Maaaachneetla,  Parker  oT  VirginU, 
Phelps,  Pbitaon,  Pitcher,  Rich,  Richmond,  Rogera, 
RMs,  Ross,  SampBob,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Shaw,  His- 
bee,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  JetMj,  Sontbard,  Svevwu, 
Storre,  Strong  of  Vermoni,  Strong  of  New  York, 
Tarr,  Taylor,  Tomlinaan,  Tompkioe,  Trimble,  Van 
Rensselaer,  Walleee.  Wendo*er,  and  Wood. 

NaY*— Meaira.  Abbot,  Alexander,  AUen  of  Tea- 
.  Msaa,  Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Anket  of 
Vir^nia,  Ball,  Baibaor,  Batemsn,  Barly,  Bloonfisid, 
Brjaa,  BufTum,  Burton,  Bnrweit,  Bnller  of  Nsw 
Hampshire,  Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crafts,  Crawford, 
Cntbnth,  Culpeper,  Cathberl,  DaTidion,  Earle,  Ed- 
wards of  North  Oaioliiia,  FUher,  Floyd,  FnllaiUn, 
Gamott,  Hardio,  Hooks,  Jobnaoii,  Jonea  of  Virginia, 
Jonea  of  Tenn.,  Kent,  Little,  Lirermore,  Lowodea, 
hfoCoy,  McCreaiy,  Heach,  Mercer,  Neale,  Nelaon  irf' 
Massschluelts,Nelson  of  Virginia,  Oventreet,  Finek- 
ney,  Pindall,  Plumer,  RmUd,  Reed,  Rhea,  Richards, 
Ringgold,  Settle,  Simkint,  Slocumb,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Swearingen,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tnckar 
of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Walker,  WarSeld,  WUt- 
mao,  WilUama  of  Virginia,  Williame  of  North  Oar- 
Mr.  Ployd  then,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  TrtiM 
premiuta  was  to  be  paid  for  goods  of  domestic 
maDtifacture,  beyond  the  price  at  which  articles 
of  the  same  quality  of  foreign  &bric  could  be 
purchased,  moved  to  insert  in  the  bill  a  proviso, 
thai  no  contract  should  be  made  for  goods,  nor 
any  goods  purchased  for  the  clothing  of  the  Army, 
at  a  price  more  than  ten  per  cent  above  that  at 
which  articles  of  the  some  quality  imported  from 
a  foreign  country  could  be  purchased. 
Mr.  KiMBET  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  insert- 
ig  "  five"  per  cent,  instead  of  "  ten"  per  cent. 
Mr.  Floyd  accepted  tbe  amendment  as  a  modi- 
Gcation  of  his  own  motion. 

The  quealion  on  Mr.  Floyd's  motion  was  then 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the  affiim- 
Blive— ^  to  78,  as  follows: 

Vila— Mesara.  Abbot.  Adami,  Aleiander,  AUeB  of 
INmneaaea,  Anderson,  Ar«her  of  Maryland,  Archer  of 
Virpnia,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bateman,  Bryan,  Burton, 
Burwell,  Butler  of  New  Hsmp^iire,  Butler  of  Lon- 
laiani,  Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocke,  CralU,  Crawford,  Cnl- 
peper,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Dennison,  Eerie,  Ed- 
wards of  North  Carolina,  Errin,  Fiaher,  Floyd,  Foot, 
Fallerbin,  Osmeit,  Hill  of  Delaware,  Hardin,  John- 
son, Jonea  of  Vir^nia,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kendall, 
Kent,  KInaey,  Kinsley,  Little,  Linn,  Lowndes,  Mo 
Coy,  McCresry,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mdlary, 
Meech,  Mereer,  Hanall,  Neale,  Nelson  of  MasMcdm- 
■etta,  Netaon  of  Virginia,  Orerstreet,  Pkiker  of  Ma>- 
sM^neetls,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Pincknay,  PiadaH, 
PInmer,  Rankin,  Reed,  Richard*,  Ringgold,  Sttds, 
Shaw,  Slmkins,  eiocamb.  Smith  of  Maryland,  B.  Bmidi 
of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Sweaiingon, 
Tarr,  Tracy.  Tncbr  of  Virfinia,  Tnckes  of  Boath 


^yCoOi-^lc 


HISTORY  OF  OONORBSB. 


H.  OF  R. 


to  lit  CKutilvHon. 


AraiL,  laW. 


CBToaoi,  Tjltc,  Walker,   Wirfield,  Wbitmmn,  Wil- 
liami  of  Virgipia,  and  Williams  of  NorLh  Caroliaa. 

PJiTi— McHn.  Allen  of  Maauchuutt*,  AJIeD  of 
Nbw  Yoik,  Baker,  Boldnin,  Baechgr,  BloomGeld,  fin- 
dap,  BrowQ,  Bniih,  Buffum,  Campbell,  Cue,  Clark, 
CalbTatb,  DarliagtoD,  Dcwitl,  DickinMn,  Eddy,  Ed- 
waida  of  Connaclicat,  Edwards  of  PcnDiyliania,  Fay, 
PoJger,  Farreit,  Grow  of  New  York,  Grou  of  Penn- 
tjWania,  Hall  of  New  York,  Haiaril.  Hempbill,  Hea- 
diicka,  Herridl,  Uibehmaa,  Heialer,  Uill,  Holme*, 
Hoatelter,  Lfman,  Micliy,  McLaDe  of  DeUffara, 
Haroband,  Maioa,  Maiga,  R.  Hoora,  S.  Moore,  Mor- 
ton, Murray,  Paltenon,  Fhelpa,  Phllaon,  Pileher, 
Rhea,  Rich,  Richmond,  Rogeri,  Roai,  Ruia,  Sampeon, 
Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Bloan,  UmiLh  of  New  Jeraey,  Boulh- 
•rd,  SUiTen*,  Storra,  tilrong  of  Vermont,  Blrong  of 
Mew  York,  Tafloi,  Tomlinaon,  Tompkina,  Trimhle, 
Van  Rcnvelaer,  Wallace,  WeadoTer,  and  Wooil. 

The  amendmeutj  were  then  ordered  to  be  en 
groi-ied,  and  the  bill  read  a  Ihird  time  to-morrow. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  Shitb,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  that  the 
House  do  now  proceed  to  consider  the  resoluli< 
from  the  Senate,  "  proposing  an  amendment  to  the 
'  Constimtionof  the  United  States  as  it  respects  the 
*  choice  of  Electors  of  the  President  and  Vice  Pres- 
'identof  the  United  States,  and  the  electioo  ol 
'  Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
'  States." 

Mr.  Shith  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  resolution  before  us  is 
of  more  than  ordinary  importance.  It  proposes 
nothing  less  than  to  amend  that  instrument  which, 
to  ererv  American,  must  be  considered  the  palla- 
dium ol  his  liberty — the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States — and  a  part  of  it,  too,  which  the  citizen 
of  a  Republic  should  esteem  far  the  most  Tatuable 
and  important — I  mean  that  part  which  regulates 
the  elective  franchise. 

Sir,  I  am  aware  of  the  ground  on  which  I  stand. 
I  am  aware  of  the  magnitude  of  the  subject  before 
me,  That  the  people  of  these  States  have  for  this 
ioslniment  the  most  devoted  attachment  and  pro- 
found reverence,  must  be  obvious  to  the  most  sn- 
perfieial  observer.  They  view  it  as  the  most  nohle 
work  of  theii  ancestors,  and  every  attempt  that 
may  be  made  to  alter  or  amend  it,  will  excite  dis- 
trust and  jealousy. 

But,  sir,  every  day's  experience  teaches  us  the 
frailty  and  imperfection  of  all  human  productions. 
When  we  take  a  retrospective  view  of  the  works 
of  man,  we  cannot  deny  the  vast  improvements 
that  have  been  made  in  science,  in  the  mechanics, 
mad  in  every  department  of  human  industry.  We 
look  back  with  astonishment  at  the  vague  and  vis- 
ionary theories  that  were,  in  their  day,  considered 
the  most  happy  efforts  of  human  genius.  Although 
I  believe  that  this  Constitution  surpasses  all  other 
constitutions,  as  far  at  the  sun  does  in  splendor  the 
smallest  star  in  the  heavens,  yet  I  am  compelled 
to  believe  that  it  is  capable  of  amendment.  I  am 
not  one  of  those  that  believe  that  our  fathers  had 
more  virtue  and  talents  than  the  present  genera- 
tion. I  admire  the  political  sa^city  of  the  wise 
men  who  framed  the  Constiiation  of  the  United 
States  i  and  if  there  is  any  thing  about  it  that  ex- 


cites surprise,  it  is,  that  the  work  nbould  bare  bc«n 
at  that  day  made  as  perfect  as  it  is.  When  we 
view  that  thing  called  a  great  man  at.  a  dia- 
tance  he  appears  to  us  as  a  giant,  but  as  you  ap- 
proach him,  you  find  him  dwindle  down  to  a  ptg- 
tny ;  like  tbe  distant  horizon,  be  appears  above 
us,  although  we  may  occupy  a  point  much  mote 
elevated  than  the  one  to  which  our  eyes  are  di- 

In  reconciling  tbe  various  and  conflicting  inter- 
ests of  thirteoi  States, dissimilar  in  climate,  popn- 
Itlion,  and  extent  of  territory,  the  conventionalists 
had  a  difficult  task  to  perform;  and,  being  thenl- 
selres  conscious  that  theinslrument  would  require 
amendment,  they  provided  a  way  by  which  it 
might  be  amended  m  part,  without  submitting  the 
whole  to  the  discretion  of  a  convention. 

If  the  proposition  before  you  proposed  the  adop-  . 
tion  of  a  new  principle,  I  should  he  ready  to  shrink 
from  so  pernicious  and  dangerous  an  undertakii^. 
But  such  is  not  the  fact,  ft  only  goes  to  regulate 
eetabliKhed  principles,  and  to  place  them  upon  a 
ground  more  congenial  with  the  true  spirit  and  ge- 
nius of  a  republican  government. 
_  Nearly  all  the  States  in  the  Union  have  cxei^ 
cised  the  privil^e  of  the  elective  franchise,  at  tome 
one  period,  in  the  way  now  pointed  out  in  the  res- 
olution on  yout  table. 

This  amendment  proposes  that  each  State  shall 
be  laid  out  into  as  many  districts  as  such  a  Slate 
shall  be  entitled,  under  the  Constiution  and  lawa 
of  the  United  States,  to  elect  RepretenUtivea  to 
Congress,  and  that  each  district  shall,  as  nearly  as 
can, lie  composed  of  contiguous  territory,  and  tbe 
same  district  shall  elect  one  Elector  to  vote  for 
President  of  tbe  United  Stales  and  for  Vice  Prea- 
ideut.  Tbe  other  two  Bleetora  to  which  each  Stale 
shall  be  entitled,  shall  be  elected  by  the  State^ 
in  Buch  manner  as  the  Legislature  thereof  shall 
direct. 

I  am  aware  that  we  shall  be  told  that  this  Con- 
stitution does  not  requite  any  amendment;  that  it 
is  ^ood  enough,  and  that  under  it  the  people  have 
enjoyed,  to  tie  fullest  extent,  their  liberty ;  that 
it  has  guided  us  through  peace  and  war  for  thiriy- 
two  years  past;  and  that,  under  it,  the  nation  has 
grown  great  and  powerful.  This  is  true,  and  the 
reason  for  it  may  be  sought  and  found  in  the  peo- 
ple themselves.  Such  a  brave^  high-minded,  and 
TirtQous  people,  unhackneyed  m  (he  intrigues  and 
vices  of  foreign  countries  and  foreign  courts,  conld 
have  gotten  on  almost  without  the  form  of  a  writ- 
ten constitution. 

And  it  is  true  that,  at  this  day,  when  all  is  calm 
and  tranquil  as  the  morning,  when  thtre  are  no  ' 

parties  in  hostile  array  against  each  other ;  that 
the  reasoning  that  would  in  other  days,  and  at  ' 

other  times  of  party  rage  and  violence,  nave  had 

influence  and  effect  on  the  minds  of  mn,  I 

now  but  little  or  no  effect.    And  it  will  be  i 

contended,  no  doubt,  by  those  that  are  opponed  to  I 

any  amendment,  that  if  there  is  ever  a  necessity  c^  , 

tending  this  instrument,  the  day  b  very  remote.  I 

Sir,  we  all  view  danger  at  a  great  distoncefrom 
us  with  perfect  indifference;  but  the  most  hardy 
amongst  ui  b^gtu  to  feel  its  effects  u  it  appiimchei 
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nesi  to  us.    Nolbmg  can  constitute  a  more  im- 

KtBDt  Duality  in  a  statesman  than  that  he  should 
'e  political  saeaciiy  to  see  daneei  thiealcDing 
bis  country  at  a  distance,  and  sluli  to  provide  be- 
fore its  approach  the  means  of  averting  it.  IF,  then, 
theie  is  any  defect  to  be  found  in  this  instrumEnl, 
why  should  we  not  apply  the  remedy  at  (his  time  ^ 
Oo  gentlemen  expect  that  a  more  favorable  mo- 
ment ever  can  present  itself? 

As  before  hinted,  there  was  a  time  when  many 
of  the  States  in  this  Union  acted  on  the  plan  now 
proposed  from  their  own  sense  of  propriety.  But 
u  soon  as  parties  of  different  political  characters 
began  to  spring  up,  and  when  the  two  great  con- 
tending parties  that  have  for  some  years  past  agi- 
tated the  minds  of  the  people  so  much,  had  formed 
themselves  under  their  respective  leaders,  and  had 
put  themselves  in  hostile  array  against  each  other  j 
and  when  the  contest  for  power  and  ascendency 
was  yet  doabtful,  each  party,  anxious  to  augment 
its  acope  of  influence,  lost  no  opportunity  to  make 
every  thing  yield  that  could  be  made  to  yield,  (o 
their  ambitious  views.  When  it  was  ascertained 
that  one  parly  had  a  few  hundred  votes  of  a  ma- 
jority in  a  State,  that  party  would  resort  to  that 
mode  of  electing  Electors  that  would  promise  most 
effectually  to  stifle  the  voice  of  the  nunority,  and 
at  the  EBme  time  give  the  greatest  majority  in  fa- 
Tor  of  the  dominant  parly.  No  other  considera- 
tiooB  than  these  seemed  to  have  had  any  influence 
oa  the  minds  of  the  respective  leaders  throughout 
that  arduous  struggle.  But  now,  when  tnings 
have  resumed  their  usual  channel,  and  when  the 
minds  of  men  are  left  free,  and  can  be  acted  Upon 
by  reason  and  a  sense  of  justice  and  propriety,  why 
BQonld  we  not  consider  coolly  and  oispaEsionately 
whether  this  amendment  might  not  with  safety  be 
made'? 

In  chiuiging  from  one  system  to  another,  for  the 
purposes  just  enumerated,  great  heat  and  confusion 
was  often  generated.  The  State  of  Pennsylrania, 
in  one  of  those  great  struggles,  came  very  near 
losins  her  entire  vote;  the  L^slature  was  nearly 
equally  divided,  and  tne  contest  doubtful :  in  that 
case  each  party  had  to  make  the  best  bargain  that 
they  could.  Now,  in  a  struggle  of  this  kind,  the 
voice  of  the  people  was  not  heard,  nor  their  wishes 
consulted.  The  leaders  of  each  party  were  doing, 
in  fair  bargsun  and  sale,  the  best  they  could  for 
their  own  interest,  together  with  that  of  their 
friends:  and  we  must  calculate  upon  more  than 
the  ordinary  scope  of  human  imperfection  will 
justify,  if  we  may  not  suppose  that  the  state  of 
tilings  will  again  occur j  and  continue  to  recur,  so 
long  as  it  shall  be  left  in  the  power  of  the  State 
Legislatures  to  change  from  one  mode  to  another, 
as  their  interest  may  dictate  at  the  moment 

Massachusetts,  at  one  tiiD&  for  the  puiriose  of 
effecting  her  purpose  in  the  Presidential  election. 
divided  herself  into  districts  to  suit  the  sectional 
residence  of  the  dominant  party :  districts  were 
made  of  territory  nol  contiguous^  towns  wereadded 
thafwere  in  parts  of  other  districts.  I  remember, 
the  Bbape  of  those  districts  were  bo  singular  that 
''  gave  to  them  ihe  name  of  Gerrymanders,  and 
!d  the  new  mode  of  distric  ting  Gerrymandering. 
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The  Sute  of  New  Jersey  elected  by  general 
ticket ;  but,  just  before  a  Presidenlial  election,  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  met,  and  flnding  that  if 
the  electors  were  chosen  bv  general  ticket  the  vote 
would  not  be  such  as  would  pleaHe  them,  they  re- 
pealed the  law,  and  at  once  proceeded  to  take  Ihe 
power  into  their  own  hands,  and  chose  such  from 
among  themselves  as  promised  to  serve  their  views. 
Can  tuQere  be  stronger  evidence  than  this  of  the 
defect  of  such  a  system?  In  this  case  the  people 
of  New  Jersey  had  no  more  to  do  in  that  election, 
and  their  voice  was  as  little  heard,  as  was  that  of 
the  citizens  of  Canada.  At  (he  time  of  voting  for 
Representatives  the  voter  never  dreamed  of  such 
a  result ;  he  supposed  that,  at  the  proper  lime,  he 
would  again  give  his  vote  for  electors. 

Sir,  these  are  so  many  avenues  lefl  open  to  in* 
trigue,  fraud,  and  corruption,  and  if  they  are  not 
made  the  common  passways  of  the  day,  it  is  be- 
cause the  inducements  to  travel  them  are  at  this 
time  not  sufficiently  strong. 

The  chief  Eii:cutive  office  of  this  great  and 
growins  Republic  is  a  very  important  one.  An 
office  o?  great  trust  and  of  great  patronage ;  and 
so  guarded  should  the  road  (o  that  office  oe,  that 
none  should  pass  thereto  without  being  able  to 
show  a  passport  from  the  people  themselves — from 
a  majority  of  all  the  people.  But,  sir,  under  the 
present  system,  it  is  possible,  by  a  species  of  league, 
of  bargam  and  uile,  to  place  a  person  in  this  high 
office,  who  shall  only  have  the  votes  of  three-tentlis 
of  the  people,  contrary  to  the  wishes  and  the  inter; 
esis  of  seven-tenths  of  the  people  of  the  Unitei 
States.  r 

I  will,  to  make  myself  understood,  illustrate  thij 
in  this  way:  Suppose  that  the  parties  that  we  havt 
had  in  this  count^  still  existed,  and  were  knowr 
by  tbesamenamesof  Federalists  and  Republican^ 
and  that  the  parties  in  each  of  the  States  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia, ' 
and  North  Carolina,  should  be  equal,  or  nearly  so, 
to  the  Federalists,  having  a  very  small  majority 
in  each  Slate :  now,  by  toe  general  ticket  plan,  or 
by  the  plan  of  electing  electors  by  the  Legislature^ 
each  01  these  States  can  give  the  whole  number 
to  which  they  are  entitled  for  the  Federal  can- 
didate. 

The  number  of  Senators  in  the  twenty-two 
States  is  44;  the  number  of  Representatives  is 
166 — making,  in  all,  230  |  which  would  be  the 
whole  number  of  votes  given  for  a  President:  a 
majority  of  230  is  116,  wnlch  happens  to  be  ex- 
actly the  number  of  votes  to  which  the  fire  Slates 
above  mentioned  are  entitled.  Now,  suppose  that 
every  man  in  the  seventeen  States  not  mentioned, 
shotud  be  republican,  and  nearly  one  half  of  the 
five  States  enumerated  republican  abo,  does  it  not 
appear  clearly  that  seven-tenths  are  defeated  by 
three-tenths  of  the  people  ? 

Again,  the  census  of  1610  gave  the  population 
of  the  United  States  at  7,500,000.  The  five  large 
Stateshaveonebalfoflhatnumber,  say  3,750,000; 
now,  as  the  federal  majoriiv  was  a  bare  majority 
in  these  States,  iherc  will  be  only  in  these  Slates 
1,870,000  Federalists  who  will  have  elected  the 
President,  to  Ihe  exclusion  of  a  candidate  having 
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tbe  united  voice  of  Eerentera  States,  sod  almost 
a  majority  of  the  othei  fire,  and  against  the  voice 
of  6,630,000  of  the  people. 

Tnia  is  actual  deraoDstratioti ;  there  is  no  de- 
cepttoD  in  it.  Is  it,  then,  a  Tood  system  that  can 
admit  of  such  abuses  as  mignt  thus  be  practised  t 
That  the  majority  shall  rule  is  the  viCal  principle 
of  all  Republics.  Bui,  sir,  that  principle  does  not 
seem  to  be  secured  by  the  present  mode.  But  gen- 
tlemen will  say  that  this  is  an  extreme  ease,  not 
IBcely  to  occur.  I  admit  that  it  isanextrEmecase, 
■Old,  ihou^  it  might  noloccurexacttyin  the  form 
here  pointed  out,  yet  it  may  occur,  with  some 
modification,  and  the  effect  would  be  about  the 

May  not  the  day  come  when  such  attempts  may 
be  made7  Sir,  we  have  seen,  doting  tbe  short 
existence  of  this  RepnUic,  attempU  made  to  sub- 
— n  the  very  spirit  and  meaning  of  the  Cooj'"""" 


ferson.  Aarun  Burr  was  run  at  the  same  time  for 
Vice  President,  and  the  number  of  votes  was  equal. 
The  Constitntioa  was  not  sufficiently  definite  on 
tbat  subject;  no  distinction  was  required  in  the 
votes,  aiid  the  friends  of  Bnrr  contended  that  his 
claim  was  ecmal  (o  that  of  Mr.  Jefcrwra  to  the 
Presidency ;  and  the  House  of  Representatives 
bad  to  proceed  to  ballot,  according  to  the  mode 
pointed  out  in  the  Constitution,  for  a  President, 
and  iiwasnotnittil  thirty-six  separate  and  distinct 
baDotitiss  had  taken  place  that  a  choice  was 
loade.  Now,  sir,  in  that  case 
Jiat  not  one  man  had  voted  for  Burr  with  the 


new  of  making  him  President.  But  if  that  de- 
tect had  been  painted  out  previous  to  that  time, 
^e  advocates  for  the  Constitution,  without  any 


amendmait,  would  have  cried  oat  that  it 
.  extreme  case,  and  not  likely  to  occur. 

The  people  learn  from  experience.  No  sooner 
did  this  occurrence  take  place  than  the  people  did 
resdve  to  amend  the  Oonatirotion,  so  as  to  guard 
in  futnre  against  such  occurrences  and  such  abases. 
One  of  the  strong  arguments  used  against  the 
proposed  amendment  is,  that  it  is  interring  With 
Stale  rights.  The  large  Stales  may  be  deprived 
of  some  of  their  power  and  influence  in  the  Gen- 
eral Oovernment,  and  States  are  like  individuals ; 
they  dislike  to  part  with  any  portion  of  their 

Ewer.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  there  should 
ve  been  such  a  want  of  equality  in  the  size  and 
population  of  the  Stales.  If  they  had  been  about 
the  same  size  we  would  have  but  little  State  jeal- 
ousy compared  with  what  we  have  at  this  day, 
uid  the  only  method  that  I  can  discover  to  remedy 
this  evil  is  Dy-adontine  the  amendment  proposed. 
At  this  day  It  is  the  interest  of  the  large  States, 
flrey  contend,  to  retain  all  this  influence.  It  If 
true  that  the  lai^e  Slates  may,  by  a  kind  of  bar- 
gaining, obtain  some  more  than  a  due  proportion 
of  the  offices  of  the  General  Government;  bat  this 
is  but  Ktile  calculated  to  make  the  condition  of 
the  great  mass  of  the  people  happy.  It  may  snit 
Ae  views  of  a  few  aspiring  men. 

Bnt  it  is  at  ail  times  difficult  to  persuade  men 
dtat  they  have  in  their  hands  more  than  a  due 


r,  if  you  can 


proportion  of  power  and  influence ;  i 
make  them  sensible  that  they  do  possess  more  u»n 
a  due  proportion  of  weight  in  the  aflairs  of  the 
State  or  Union,  yet  it  will  be  by  far  more  diffictrit 

get  them  to  abandon  it.  Of  this  we  have  con- 
stant examples ;  and  here  permit  me  to  notice  one 
or  two.  In  North  Carolina,  that  tract  of  country 
immediately  on  the  seaboard  and  forsomedtsttnce 
back,  was,  m  the  first  settlement  of  the  country, 
laid  out  into  small  counties;  and  the  tract  of  coim- 
try  back,  toward  the  monntalns,  was  laid  out  into 
counties  of  a  much  larger  extent  of  territory. 
The  Constitution  of  the  State  gives  to  each  county 
one  Senator  and  two  Representatives.  The  effect 
of  this  is  to  give  a  preponderance  in  the  Legiria- 
ture  to  the  eastern  portion  of  the  State.  Although 
the  number  of  the  population  in  the  western  coun- 
ties is  almost  double,  this  cannot  be  altered  "with- 
out a  convention,  and  a  eonveiMion  cannot  be 
called  without  the  consent  of  the  Legislature. 
Now,  sir,  attempts  have  been  made  to  call  a  con- 
vention, from  time  to  time,  hut  in  vain.  The  peo- 
ple cry  out  for  county  ri^nt&  and,  although  every 
man  of  candor  must  admit  that  they  are  enjoying 
more  than  an  equal  proportion  of  the  powbr  ana 
influence  of  the  State,  yet,  so  sWeet  is  power,  thM 
they  hold  on  wldi  the  iron  grasp  of  death.  I  be^ 
lieve  diat  Virginia  is  in  the  same  situation,  and 
equally  without  a  remedy. 

Mr.  Chairman,  nothing  can  be  more  trse  than 
that  all  the  citizens  of  a  state  should  enjoy  equal 
privileges,  and  that  mutual  concession  and  good 
will  ^onld  exist  in  all  its  parts;  bnt  this  never 
can  be  the  case  if  one  portion,  by  a  foreed  con- 
straction  of  the  written  compact  under  wliich  Aey 


live,  are  always  endeavoring  to  exercise  powers 
■*--■  -■-  justice,  are  not  their  own,  and  which  be- 


that,  ii 


long  to  another  portion  ii  , 

Sir,  the  proposed  amendment  will  not  ^ect  the 
rights  of  the  Brates ;  the  federative  principle  is 
preserved.  There  was  not  any  part  of  the  Con- 
stitution, in  its  formation,  that  was  so  difficult  to 
fix  upon  as  the  part  relative  to  the  election  of  a 
Chief  Executive  Magistrate.  At  one  time  it  woa 
proposed  to  elect  the  President  directly  by  the 
people  on  the  popular  principle;  that  was  objected 
to  (if  I  am  correctly  informed)  on  the  ground  that 
the  federative  principle  should  likewise  be  pre- 
served ;  that  the  Chief  Magistrate  woold  preside 
oVer  the  States,  in  their  federal  character,  as  wdl 
as  over  the  people ;  and  that  to  elect  by  the  people 
directly  would  destroy  that  important  feature, 
which  it  was  thought  to  be  important  to  preserve. 
It  was  proposed,  in  the  next  place,  that  the  Presi- 
dent should  be  elected  by  the  joint  vote  of  both 
Houses  of  Congress;  and  this  proposition  wa« 
adopted  under  tlie  belief  that,  in  that  form,  the 
federative  and  popular  jwinciplc  wouH  be  pre- 
served ;  and  it  remained  filed  and  determined  until 
near  the  rise  of  the  Convention,  when  doubts  be- 

Eto  arise  whether  the  Coner^  was  the  proper 
to  elect  the  Chief  Magistrate.  Those  ^at 
ted  the  policy  of  confidmg  to  that  body  this 
important  imst,  contended  that,  ftom  the  aoqooint- 
ance  and  tntimacy  that  would  exist  between  the 
President  and   the  members  of  Congresi,  they 
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migkt  be  biaEsed  in  Hibu  judgment  tomnb  the 
nBombent  of  the  RzeentiTe  chair.  But  no  olgec- 
1MI1  mw  made  to  the  principle  on  which  mch  a 
eboteo  ooold  be  founded.  It  was  deiennin«d,  then, 
toi  give  to  each  Slstc  in  llie  UnioiL  a  liskt  to  choote 
•*  many  penoaa  as  nch  Stale  ahould  have  Rm- 
Tcaentatives  and  Senalon  in  the  Googren  of  toe 
Uaited  States,  who,  when  tbns  chosan,  shonld,  by 
bidtiM,  in  their  reapeetlve  Statn,  ehoooe  a  Chief 
Maci^rate. 

TW  mode  conabitied  tite  popular  and  the  teits- 
ative  principle,  and  guarded  against  theofajectioUE 
of  bioB  that  Were  broiwfat  againat  the  Legistatore, 
a>  the  Eleetors  thua  c&Mea  would  be  unnKers  to 
the  Chief  Magistrate,  and  would  be  must  likely  to 
make  a  correct  and  impartial  choice.  The  Coq- 
ventioD,  after  doe  deliberation,  adopted  this  form, 
and  it  became  a  part  of  the  Constitution. 

The  tuode  being  fixed,  the  next  thing  was  to 
provide,  in  the  eiont  of  two  or  more  candidates 
Mvinff  an  eqaal  nomber  of  votes,  who  or  what 
body  snonld  decide  the  contest.  It  was  Brst  pro- 
mad  that  the  B«Dnte  efaonld,  by  battot,  decide; 
tat  thii  ma  otijeetad  to,  becwise  this  would  be 
rnddng  the  President  on  the  feddnrl  jHineiide  en- 
tirely. It  -was  tiMD  proposed  that  the  House  of 
RepreKBtn^ea  should  decide;  this  was  objected 
to,  on  the  gmand  that  it  wotitd  be  making  the 
choice  sde^  on  the  popular  [Aineitde ;  bat  to  avoid 
-tUioti}ectioa,itw«itnoTed  that  the  Honw  stkould 
Wbit  by  Slates,  each  Slate  hav^  one  vole, 
irtneh  WDoM  cMnfeae  both  prineJ^a;  and  in  this 
form  it  wa>  anraed  to. 

I  have  vsed  this  to  prove  that  the  CmTention, 
throughout,  were  determioed  to  guard  against  the 
cncroachmenu  of  the  States  on  one  hand,  and  of 
the  peo^  on  the  odler ;  and  that  the  ameiidment 
proposed  is  no  violation  of  first  princiidea. 

Sit,  ad<qrt  the  proposed  amendment,  and  jaa 
will  ^ve  the  peofJe  a  fair  opportunity  trf  bong 
heard  in  the  ehdoe  of  dut  important  olBcer — the 
Chief  Ma^iArate  of  the  Union.  Themajority  and 
the  minority  in  the  respective  States  will  have  a 
laii  oppoitunily  of  being  heard.  If  there  are  po- 
litical parties,  they  can  be  fnily  heard ;  if  the  eoo- 
test  is  about  mm,  and  if  thrt«  are  no  political  par- 
dei,  a  fair  esptMion  of  the  publie  mind  can  be 
had.  It  will  gnaid  and  protA^  the  people  against 
iBD%ning  and  deaiening  man.  They  will  not  be 
aUe  lo  cany  Ibor  mflnenee  into  arerv  ooonty  aad 
meigUorfaood  in  a  lan^  State;  bat  they  can  into 
ifaoae  aMmUies  called  eauctues,  which  are  gotten 
'np  about  the  seau  of  the  State  I^gislatares,  cnning 
their  sessions.  If  you  will  adopt  the  proposea 
aaundment,  and  the  States  should  ntify  il,  which 
I  am  confident  they  will,  the  pe^e  win  not  want 
&am  the  Slate  Legislatuns  a  eaaoos  to  say  who 
diall  be  deetors.  They  will  be  able,  in  didr  »- 
mctive  districts,  to  choose  a  man  with  whom 
tMy  are  acquainted,  on  whose  inidligeaoe  «Bd 
virtue  they  can  lely,  for  the  choice  5  a  (^^tS 
HagiMrite.  You  will  bring  ike  election  veai  to 
(he-people,  and,  consequcndy,  yon  wfll  make  them 
phme  mote  value  on  tie  elective  ftautehiae,  which 
«>aH-ii»(Ktant  in  a  repnUican  foim  of  Oovem- 


As  to  the  modes  of  deotion  now  practised,  they 
are  equally  exceptionable.  If  the  Legislatnre  eleM 
the  Sectors,  you  are  heaping  on  them  duties  foreign 
to  their  dutws  as  Slate  legislators;  and  by  this 
mode  yoQ  make  your  system  more  complex.  When 
the  citizen  is  about  to  vote  for  a  fitpCTson  to  lep- 
resent  him  in  the  State  L^islature,  he  must  recol- 
kct  also  that  the  same  perMm  it  anuorized  to  vote 
tor  electors,  who,  when  thus  chosen,  has  aright 
to  vote  for  a  Chief  Magistrate.  The  members, 
when  they  convene  at  their  Legislatures,  will  thtn 
have  their  caucus ;  and  a  fair  opportunity  is  aStni 
for  intrigae:  they  will  make  the  electors  frotB 
their  own  body,  calculated  to  serve  their  own 
views.  If  the  ejection  is  by  general  ticket,  tiie 
Legislaiuic  indireetly  elect  the  electors.  They 
fotta  a  caucus,  and  make  out  a  ticket  to  suit  the 
dominant  party  in  that  State,  with  as  many  namea 
on  it  as  the  State  is  entitled  to  choose  eleotors; 
and  this  is  sent  out  to  the  people.  Now,  sir,  fliis, 
bet,  is  electing  the  electors;  for  the  snbseqwnt 
itiog  by  the  people,  whatever  may  be  said  of  it, 
a  mere  fonn,  the  "  Aadow  of  a  diade."  For, 
r,  if  the  ticket  displeases  a  great  ^rtioQ  of  the 
State,  Vet  they  cannot  well  alter  it,  "Who  can 
resist  tnis  tiemendoiK  eaucus  iccommendatknt'? 
If  there  are  political  parties  in  the  State,  the  volM 
of  the  minoriRr  is  entirely  stifled  by  this  sysMtn. 
And  is  this  the  -syslem  that  will  secure  Swte 
~  ;htB;  ^at  sy«tem  with  which  genitemen  areu 


rights; 
delight 


Sir,  let  the  people  have  the  election  bfouaifct 
near  to  them,  unmixed  with  other  elecitions,  ttat 
they  mav  know  what  they  are  doing  when  they 
givn  in  their  votes.  Do  not  be  temrM  of  trusting 
them  with  what  bdongs  to  themselTes.  Tbeyare 
honest,  and  it  only  rMnains  for  tbem  to  know 
^lat  is  right,  and  tbev  will  do  what  is  right. 

But,  sir,  some  say  tnat  this  is  an  election  that 
the  peoi^e  do  not  attend — one  that  they  care  but 
little  aboBt :  that  they  cere  but  tittle  whether  you 
elect  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  United  Stales  in 
one  or  the  other  mMes  mentioned.  If  this  be  trn*^ 
it  is  only  where  you  havemade  the  system  so  com- 
plicated that  the  people  do  not  oomprehend  it,  that 
they  are  indiffoent  about  il. 

I  recollect  that  when  Ihe  LEfn^™^  tif  the 
State  from  which  I  come,  at  a  period  not  very  re- 
mote, diought  proper  to  take  from  the  people  the 
right  of  choosing  dteir  electors  in  the  aecnstsaied 
way,  by  districts,  and  took  the  rieotion  into  Iktdr 
cnni  hands,  that  it  produced  a  state  of  excitraaent 
never  equalled  in  that  State. 


The  people  viewed  it  as  a  flaffrant 
ant  on  their  rights.    This.tookpbeew       ,      ^ 
spirit  ran  h^h,  and  at  a  titae  WDen  the  Repnbh- 


:nparijr 


party  were  threatened  vrilh  ai 
the  advocates  contended  that  it  was  a  matta  of 
expediency ;  that  in  that  way  alone  the  Republi- 
can party  coold  give  their  fim  weight  in  the  then 
approaching  Prudential  election^  and  that  the 

—„.„._ __~i.i:^jj„_  But,  sir,  this  would  not  «&. 

a  people  that  considered  d 


«thew 


sdvesdafffivedofanimporlaniright.  Ifthisbevoar 
Vioaniam,  said  they,  away  with  it.  Touhave 
ved  us  of  the  rignt  of  cxflcieing  one  of  out 
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tnoal  importaot  poliiical  rights,  and  a  ptiTilece 
(hat  we  deem  sacred  ;  no  apolagf  will  or  can  be 
tecei?ed.  And,  sir,  ihejr  displaced  most  of  the 
■iippocteis  of  this  menaure  with  a  high  hand. 

Sir,  it  is  well  to  chetish  ihi;  bish-minded  spirit 
in  the  people,  and  to  impress  on  tiieir  minds  the 
value*  and  importaQce  of  these  high  priTileges. 

Mr.  ChairmaD,  if  this  amendment  shall  prevail. 
and  be  ratified  by  the  Stales,  your  Frrsident  will 
be  the  choice  of  a  inajoriijr  of  the  whole  people  of 
the  United  States.  He  will  be  eliosea  for  his 
virtue  and  intelligence,  and  not  because  he  may 
be  most  likely  to  beatow  his  favors  on  a  few  coo- 
spicuoua  persons  in  a  few  of  the  large  States.  He 
will  sit  easy  in  his  place,  conacious  that  the  people 
ate  on  his  side.  He  will  remember  that  he  de- 
rived ilia  support  from  erery  portion  of  the  Union, 
and  will  have  an  eye  to  the  interest  of  the  whole 
Union.  The  large  Slates  will  be  deprived  of  the 
power  of  combining  aod  bargaining  for  the  high 
offices  of  the  General  Government.  Sectional 
feelings  will,  in  some  degree,  be  broten  down,  and 
anion  and  harmony  will  be  effectually  preserved. 

Sir,  if  ever  there  be  a   time  when  a  subject  of 
this  kind  can  be  acted  on  with  propriety,  it  is  no^ 
The  question  can  be  put  to  the  Slates  when  all 
tranquil ;  when  there  is  no  party  feeling  to  dbtort 
and  sway  the  minds  of  men.    It  is  a  time  when 
the  subject  can  receive  a  candid  and  dispasaionace 
examination,  and  a  time  when  men  of  all  parties 
can  mingle  in  the  discussion  without  jealousy 
snspicioa. 

The  States  will  not  be  surprised  at  the  passage 
of  the  resolution  on  your  table.  The  subject  is 
not  new  to  them :  the  Slates  of  North  Carolina, 
New  Jersey,  New  York,  Massachusetts,  Vermont, 
Virginia,  and  Pennsylvania,  and  some  others  that 
I  do  not  recollect,  have  all  given  their  consent, 
by  their  respective  legislatures,  to  the  proposed 
amendment. 

And  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stales  have  passed 
this  resolution  the  second  lime.  Should  all  this 
have  no  weight  with  usi  It  is  only  for  os  to  put 
the  question  to  the  States,  aad,  if  they  reject  it, 
then  it  is  at  an  end. 

And  let  it  be  remembered  that  wedo  not  possess 
all  the  power  on  the  subject  of  amending  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States.  That  mstrument 
providen  another  method,  or  way,  by  which  it  may 
be  amended.  Two-thirds  of  the  Slates  have  the 
power  to  demand  of  us  a  coDventioo  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  we  have  no  power  to  refuse  such  a  de- 
mand. 

Now,  sir,  is  il  not  better  for  us  to  propose  to 
amend  the  Consiitulion  in  a  sincle  point  than  to 
be  forced,  by  the  States,  to  call  a  convention, 
which,  WDen  convened,  will  have  the  power  to 
nuUte  the  whole  ioainiment  pass  in  review  ?  Sir, 
I  think  there  are  but  few  amongst  us,  that  are 
willing  to  submit  that  instmment  to  the  hands  of 
any  set  of  men  at  this  day.  I  mean  the  whole  in- 
strument. 

Sir,  I  am  done.    I  thank  the  Committee  for 
their  attention  whilst  I  have  endeavored  to  sub- 
the 


mil  the  few  reasons  which  induce  me  to 
Tote  which  1  ihall  give  on  this  subject. 


give  I 
T'he 


marks  that  I  hare  submitted  have  been  very  de- 
sultory. I  had  not  thought  of  speaking  on  this 
subject  before  a  day  or  two  past,  and  I  should  not 
have  troubled  you  at  this  lime,  hut  from  a  belief 
that  some  person  should  bring  up  the  subject; 

id  knowing,  as  I  do,  that  the  State  that  I  in  part 
represent  has  fell  some  interest  on  this  subject,  [ 
felt  it  somewhat  my  duty  to  call  the  attention  of 
Committee  to  it;  believing  that,  when  the 
subject  was  brought  before  them,  that  it  was  one 
that  would  call  to  itsaidgeotlemoi  of  more  ability 
and  experience  than  mysel£ 

Mi.  Smitb'b  motion  was  rejected  by  the  House 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

FniDAY,  April  21. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Wavs  and  Means,  reiwrled  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Amorose  Vasse;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  increase  the  allows 
anceof  the  judges  of  the  orphans'  court  in  the 
counties  of  Washington  and  Alexandria,"  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment,  and  it  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Kent  moved  that  the  House  do  now  pro- 
ceed to  consider  the  bill  from  the  Senate^  entitled 
"An  act  to  incorpoiaie  the  inhabitants  of  the  city 
of  Washington,  and  to  repeal  all  other  acts  here- 
tofore passed  for  that  purpose ;"  which  motion  was 
rejected  by  the  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
Movide  for  clothing  the  Army  of  the  United 
States  in  domestic  manufactures,  and  for  other 
purpose^"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as 
amended. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish 
an  uniform  mode  of  discipUne  and  field  exercise 
for  the  militia  of  the  United  Stales,"  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill,  regulating  the  manner  of  set- 
tling the  accounts  of  the  several  deputy  surveyoi* 
in  the  Misfouri  and  Arkansas  Territories,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  rejected. 

An  engrossed  bill,  to  designate  the  boundaries 
of  districts,  and  establish  land  offices  for  the  dis- 
PobbI  of  the  public  lands,  not  heretofore  offered 
for  sale  in  the  States  of  Alabama  and  Indiana, 
was  read  the  third  lime ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
LiHN,  it  was 

(Mend,  That  the  said  bill  be  recommitted  (o 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  thirteen  sec- 
tions of  land  in  Canton  district,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio,  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  bare  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit:  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  L. 
(^en,  and  others ;  an  act  to  authorize  the  boili^ 
ing  of  a  certain  number  of  small  vessels  of  war; 
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an  act  for  (he  relief  of  Malthevr  McNair ;  ai 

for  the  relief  gf  Thomas  Leiper;  and  an  act 

finnJDg  the  proceediops  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Tillage  of  Cabokia,  m  the  State  of  Illinois,  in 
uying  out  a  town  on  the  commons  of  said  vil- 
la^: in  which  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

REVISION  OP  THE  TARIFF. 
The  House  then  resolred  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bills  reported  by  the  Cont- 
mittee  of  Maoufaclures,  and  the  Committee  de- 
termined to  take  up,  first  in  order,  the  bill 
Isolate  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonna^, 
for  other  punKoes."   This  bill  proposes  chang< 
relation  to  the  duties  on  goods  imported,  in  the 
proportions  which  are  denoted  in  the  following 
table,  copied  from  that  compiled  and  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  House  of  RepreKcntatiTes  : 
A  comparattTB  tjiw  of  ths  sxiating  Tuiff  of  Dnliei  on 
Koods  impotisd  fcnm  Ibreign  conntriM  ■■  ostablishad 
by  the  act  of  STth  April,  1816,  aatillMl  "An  act  to 
regalats  tha  dutia*  on  icnpatla  and  loanage,*'  u 
amended  by  the  act  of  the  SOth  of  April,  1818,  ea- 
lilled  "An  act  to  inciatae  the  duties  an  certain  man- 
n&ctureil  aitidea  imporUd  in  the  United  Stalea," 
and  that  proposed  by  the  bill  duw  depeodiog  in  the 
Honae  of  RepresmUliTa*  of  the  United  Stalaa,  "  to 
regulate  the  dutie*  on  import*  and  for  other  pur- 


Hate  or 

aid  tariff. 

NewtariO: 

•ddiUon'l 
duty. 

Fifst  dasa  of  artklss. 

' 

pareanb 

1007  1-3 

«oiH. 

S-3 

BaeoQd 

Ifi 

so 

1-8 

Third 

itO 

» 

1-4 

Fourth  and  fifth  claaa- 

Woollen  msnnfactures 

S6 

33 

Cotton  do.,  and  cotton 

iwial,  not  foin  India 

I& 

S3 

Say  1-3 

Ditto,  do.  from  India 

S5 

40 

16 

36 

Clothing,  ready  m*de 

BonneK,  bat*  and  caps 
of  nool,  ftir,  leather, 

80 

40 

straw,  chip,  or  silk 

India 

IS 

80 

Printed  book. 

10 

S6 

Painted  or  itamed  pa- 

per, and  papM  hang- 

ings 

30 

S6 

Unbrella*,  aticki,  and 

brellas 

Bonnela  snil  caps,  not 

otherwise  taxed 

Pane,  feathers,  flowers, 

wtahea 

Pwnied  floor  eloth.,  oil 
cloths,  ■nati,«iUd  Ml, 

SO 

SB 

Sajl^a. 

capmra,  mostard,  d- 
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I,  press rTci^  tra- 


Manufaclnras  of  wood, 
coarse  Isce.carT 
and  famitara  for  do- 
Leather,  and  a 
&ctQres  of  leather, 
bmahea,  eanea 
Gilt  and  plated  w 

China,  earthen,    stone 
ware,  and  orockerj 

Menu  fact  urea  of  maitde 
and  alalNutcr 

Ale,  beer,  and  porlai 
bottlea,  galls. 

Do.  not  in  bottles  do- 

Alnm,  cwL 

Almonds, 

Bt'kgtass bottles,  groai 


BriiUea, 

PI  eying  cards,       ] 

TairedcaU«s,ando 

age 
UnUrred,  ditto,  ti 

and  thread 
Candlea,  Ullow 

wax  and  eparm., 
China  Casi' 


Coal,  heaped       bushel 

C^per  rods,  spike*, 
bolls,  and  nails,  and 
compontiOD,  do.    lb. 

Corka,  do. 

Coffee,  do. 

Cotton  du, 

Cuiianla,  do. 

Figs,  do. 

Fiab,  fbr'n  caught,  qnil. 

Mackerel,  bbl. 

Salmon,  do. 

All  other  pick'dflih,dD. 

Windowglas^SbjlO, 

100*q.lt 

Ditto,     10  by  13,  do. 

over  10  by  18,  Jo. 

Plain  uncut  flint 
■lass,  lb. 

Glue,  do. 

Gunpowder,  do. 

Hemp,  cwt- 

Iron  and  steel  wire 
No.  18,  lb. 


oierNo.  18, 


do. 


Iron  in  bars  and  bolts. 


c^  by  roiling,   ewt      73 


Rate  of 

1.  addition*! 

duty. 
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■  pMsid'g 


1  00 

3  DO  I 

8  S5  f 

a  7S  J 


DoaUe. 
1-4  do. 
SSda. 
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Old  t«riff.,N«w  ti 


I  (UMar 

ffkdditiaD'l 

I    dm  J. 


Iron  JB  ihHti, 
tad  boopa, 

Iran  in  ban  and  bolu, 
manafactured  b;  rol- 
ling. 

Anchor*, 

Iron  ID  pip 

lum  csBtingn, 


U  to  16    do. 
le  to  IS    do. 
la  to  SO    do. 
Paper,  folio,  pot,  qouto 


raijral,  imp.,  fti 
printing,  mnd  cop- 
per pUM. 


do. 


Stnnn  of  wire,    gmu 
ffinger,  rongb, 
gfoand, 

pTMOTT«d, 

Silk.  MWing,  and  (ilk  & 
««nled  tif  itt 

Laad  in  piga  4c  bars,  do. 

•hot  of  load,  (i 

red  aadnlut8,drj 


15-8-10!    l.iajS 


noil 


Holuicf,  gaL 

IMI^of  iioa, 
Nntmagi, 
Pepper, 

Pimento, 

Plami  and  pranu,  do^ 

base*, 

•U  etker  kinda, 
Ml.    bnibel  of  66  Iba. 
Oetue,  dry, 

in  oil, 
eieel, 

Cigan,  1000|   9 

Spirit*,  fraig  grain. 

proof,  43  eta.; 

4fi;  3d.  46;  4i)i,eS; 

Gth,GO;   o*ar  6111,76 

From  otbei  materi 

lat,  as  ;  3J,  38  ; 

U;4lh,  4S;  6lh,fi7; 

over  6lb.  70 
Sbwa  it  dip's,  iilk ,  pr. 

leather,  do. 

for  children,  do 

Spike*  of  iron.  lb 

Soap,  lb 

Sugar,  btown,  do 

.  vUtetdBjed,  and 


01 

OS  1 
03    I 

.  2*   i 
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I  60 
3  00 


1-Sp.cl. 

l-ido. 
DoHUt. 
1-ip.cL 
1-4  do. 
1-S  do. 
1-3  do. 
1-3  do. 

1-a  do. 
1-S  do. 
1-4  do. 
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Heteof 

micLM. 

OlduriS 

Ne-taliff. 
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duty. 

$004 

SO  OS    1 

lump.                    da 

10 

181  r 

Io.f,A*ugar  can- 

dj,                     do 

IS 

IC 

Snnl^                        do 

It 

46 

Tallow.                     do. 

Ul 

01 

Tea,    faim    China,    in 

hei,                '  lb 

18 

» 

DodMc^ 

black  IM*,    341b. 

S6 

36 

HjMD  akio,         do 

t7 

aft 

&.  Gomee,    flS  lb 

60 

60 

Hvaon,  and   Yoang 

Brfcn.              58  lb. 

40 

40 

Otbnr  green.     38  lb. 

M 

88 

other  tbao  iMff  and 

eigar*,                  lb. 

10 

Ifr 

WbiliBg,      ind     Ruia 

nhilB                         lb. 

01 

01 

Win«B,Biufundr,iM.. 

deira,  Toka?.  Uham 

paign.  end  Rhen- 

i>h,                  gall* 

100 

Shenr  and  St.  Lu 

csr,               gall*. 

60 

Llibon,  Oporto,  and 

otheis.oC^'ortuKal, 

and  Did  ^      gait*. 

60 

Teneriae,F*Tel.a|)d 

other  Wm   IndU 

i*U.,               gaO. 

40 

all  other  kind*,  gall*. 

16 

do-inbottleeorcoaee 

BOpercl 

Rnaua  duck.             pe. 
R*.en>     do.             do. 

«300 

S  00 

ISA 

1  S6 

Hotlaad   do.             do 

S60 

960 

Spermaceti  oil,  of  for- 

eign fisheriee,    galli. 

86 

se 

Whale  oil.                do. 

16 

IB 

OliTeoil.incuk*,    do. 

86- 

36 

Lioeeed  ul,             do. 

l&perct. 

85 

Bhietitriol,         '    lb. 

M 

OU  of  Tittiol.           do 

06 

Nitric  acid,               do 

06 

Hnriatic  add.           do 

04 

Sngar  of  lead,          do. 

M 

The  hUi  having  been  read  thtongh— 
Mr,  BiLDWtH,  of  Pennsylvania,  said:— In  pre- 
senting ibU  bill  to  the  consideration  of  the  House, 
it  is  proper  that  th«  riews  of  the  Committee  of ' 
Manufactures  should  be  fully  ezpUined.  The  task 
assigned  to  them  has  been  one  of  no  ordinary  ip- 
lerest:  the  subjects  on  which  it  has  been  their 
duty  to  act  may  have  an  important  bearing  on 
the  whole  internal  poLcy  of  this  OoTerninent;  and 
the  meaeures  reconmended  ate  soeh  as,  in  their 
opinion,  1^  easentUlybenefitiheBation.    In  ma- 
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tilling  tham,  the  coounitiee  hare  not  (as  the  gen- 
tlemaD  from  Massachusetts.  Mi.  Foller,  seemed 
b>  think)  coosideied  themselret  a  prirate  commit- 
tee, actinf  on  the  private  petitions  of  iodiriduals, 
who  sought  support  and  encouragement  from  Qot- 
emmeitt,  e  t  the  expense  of  the  nation.  Thef  hare 
not  examined  the  petitions  or  statements  of  msnu- 
futurers,  with  a  Tiew  of  ascertaining  whether  their 
ettahlishmenta  are  pioductitre  or  losing.  Their 
interest  has  not  been  a  leading  motire  in  our  minds: 
it  was  of  little  importance;  and  if  this  bill,  either 
in  its  general  prinei]^  or  its  details,  cannot  be 
supported  on  nattonal  principles,  we  are  willing 
that  it  shoold  fall,  and  that  its  fate  shall  be  onrs. 
We  hare  thought  that  this  nation  can  never  be 
flourishing  or  independent,  unless  it  can  suppljr 
from  its  own  resootces  its  food,  it£  clothing,  and 
the  metiu  of  defence ;  that,  to  be  dependent  on 
fntfign  natitms  for  the  articles  essential  fur  these 
piirposea,iainconRistentwithtfuepoUcr ;  and  that 
the  sfalem  which  has  entailed  on  ns  thu  dependr 
enoe,  inast  be  radicailjr  ckasged;  In  a  matter 
whi<lh  involved  ao  many  inleretts,  we  ftmnd  many 

those  which  arose  from  the  duties  assigned  to  the 
diflbent  ctHiimiltees  of  this  Moose.  The  Commit- 
tee of  Hanofiutntea  was  a  new  one ;  its  powen 
and  duties  waenndefiaedbr  any  rule;  the  varioui 
sulgecls  referred  to  them  rehted  aawell  to  the  lev- 
enne  and  comnuroe  of  the  country,  as  its  manu- 
iactnres.  It  was  our  wish  that  each  committee 
ahoold  act  on  its  appn^riate  snt^ects,  not  to  en- 
croach on  the  jtirisdiction  of  either.  It  was  our 
flnt  intention  to  have  reported  a  bill  which  should 
bare  rdated  only  to  the  manufBctuies  of  the  coun- 
try. But  the  Honse  will  recollect  that,  at  a  rery 
eul^  period  of  the  session,  a  resnlntion  was  passed, 
calling  oa  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry  to  report 
the  e£ct  on  the  revenue  of  a  prohibition  of  wool- 
lene, cottons,  and  iron ;  that  hn  leplywns,  that  an 
increofeof  dutyon  those  aiticlei  wonld  impair  the 
revenue,  and  tend  to  introduce  sBHugliug.  This 
was  a  subject  on  which  we  knew  the  House  wns 
sansilive;  a  deficit  in  the  receipts  of  this  year  of 
five  millions,  had  been  oSeiaUjr  announced  bv  the 
Treasuty.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  MeuBs 
bad  reported  no  bill,  bad  recommended  no  means 
of  filling  the  Treasury,  and,  to  our  repeated  calls, 
bad  answered  that  nonewouldbeadopned  by  them. 
You  now  find  that  the  result  of  all  their  delibon- 
tioQB  has  ended  in  the  bill  ou  your  table,  author- 
izing a  iMftof  four  millions — two  direcdy^  and 
two  from  the  Sinking  Fund,  to  meet  the  ordinary 
expenses  of  the  year.  I  did  not  ararove  of  the 
rewlutton  which  had  tbuscalled  on  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  take  a  port  in  this  great  na  tionu 
controversy,  and  thought  it  not  right  in  gendemen 
to  call  in  the  influence  of  that  department  against 
a  large  portion  of  the  nation,  stnu^ling  against 
what  they  conceived  to  be  the  ind^rence  of  out 
own,  and  the  eflbrta  of  foreign  Goveraments.  To 
have  framed  a  bill  confined  to  the  sole  object  of 
promotios  the  manufactures  of  the  nation,  or  im- 
posing a  hicb  duty  («  those  of  others,  the  eSect  of 
which  wouM  have  been  still  further  to  diminish  a 
teveaue  already  incompetent  to  our  ordinary  ex- 


penses, would  have  thrown  us  is  the  way  of  the 
very  difiiculty  which  gentlemen  had  so  early  fore- 
seen, so  carefully  provided  against.  The  cry  of 
revenue,  the  Treasury,  and  smuggling,  would  have 
eflectnally  defeated  all  our  projects.  There  was 
other  committee  disposed  to  act  in  concert  with 
Leil  thus  alone — the  Treasury  report  against 
an  increase  of  duties ;  the  Treasury  itself  empty ; 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  unwilling  to 
assist  in  filling  it,  and  yet  called  upon  by  the  peti- 
tions of  thousands  of  individuals  to  do  sometoing 
to  protect  the  industry  of  the  nation — the  coisnut- 
tee  had  no  alternative  but  to  abandon,  subject  to 
certain  destruction,  the  great  interest  ctmnded  to 
their  care,  or  to  go  the  extent  of  their  jurisdiotion, 
and  report  a  system  which,  while  it  would  not  in- 
jute  the  commerce,  should  aid  the  revenue,  and 
save  the  manufacttiree  of  our  country.  In  recom- 
mending a  general  revision  of  the  existing  tariff 
we  are  sensible  of  being  exposed  to  the  imputation 
of  encroaching  on  the  province  of  other  commit- 
tees ;  but,  as  Uiejr  bave  declined  or  refused  to  act, 
I  hope  no  objections  on  this  seote  will  come  from 
them.  From  the  House  I  anticipate  none — confi- 
dent in  the  hope  that  they  will  inquire,  not  so 
much  from  what  committee  iSa»  bill  emanated,  as 
whether  its  provisions  will  pipmote  the  general 
welfore.  And  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Housci  thia 
meagre  is  called  for  by  the  distresses  of  the  coun- 
try ;  if  it  will  tend  to  their  relief,  and  to  reMoi* 
to  its  former  prosperity;  if  it  ii 


thority  of  the  Secretary  ol  ,  ,     = 

that  this  is  the  proper  time.  In  his  annual  r^rt 
on  the  finances,  he  tells  you  this  in  the  most  expli- 
cit language ;  be  tells  yon,  too,  that  your  present 
revenue  is  insufficient — jou  must  increase  it,  or 
diminish  your  expenditure. 

This  is  a  time  of  profound  peftce,  wlwn  ogr 
expenses  are  those  only  of  an  ordinary  Peace  B«- 
tabiisbment  j  no  national  calamity  has  befaiien  us; 

f'et  a  loan  is  necessary  for  the  present  year,  and  a 
atger  one  will  be  required  for  the  next.  WhfsiB 
system  of  revenue  has  thus  completely  failed,  and 
from  the  operation  of  plain  and  nsiural  csuaes ; 
when,  we  cannot  flatter  oturselves  that,  in  the  prei* 
entstateof  the  world,  it  can  become  bettec,  but  asa 
certain  that  it  must  become  worse,  it  is  lime  to  look 
to  our  situation,  and  retrace  our  error.  It  is  an 
uaideasant  duty  m  any  committee  to  be  obliged  to 
examine  existing  systems,  and  recomm^d  a  change, 
but  it  will  be  at  once  perceived  that  the  nation 
which  relies  for  the  means  of  paying  its  expenses 
solely  on  impoets,  must  encourage  the  importation, 
uid  not  the  manufacture,  of  its  article  of  consump- 
tion. Whilst  this  is  its  policy,  its  internal  industry 
must  be  confined  to  articles  of  export,  to  pay  for 
foreign  fabrics  which  are  imported.  With  impor- 
tations, revenue  must  diminish ;  and  this  bos  been 
the  reason  why  all  attempts  to  promote  our  own 
mnnnfactuies  have  hitherto  failed.  Now  the  sys- 
tem must  be  changed ;  you  most  either  make  per- 
petual loans,  or  open  new  sources  of  revenue,  I7 
giriug  a  new  torn  to  the  tabor  of  the  nation.    Al 
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•II  events,  I  beg  geDtlemeD  to  consider  that, 
the  danger  to  the  Treasury  is  no  answer  to  this 
bill :  if  it  U  empty,  it  is  not  my  fault.  Two  short 
years  since,  I  -was  in  a  proud  minority  of  Sve  that 
opposed  the  repeal  of  those  taxes  which,  if  con- 
tinued, would  have  given  you  an  abundant  revenue 
If,  in  their  abolition,  the  encouragemeat  of  tnanU' 
factures  has  been  retarded,  let  no  inconsistency  be 
charged  upon  me ;  if  the  system  has  failed,  it  is  not 
because  it  has  not  had  iis  full  and  fair  operation, 
bat  because  it  is  inconsistent  with  the  present  sit- 
uation of  this  country  and  Europe.  You  may 
resort  to  temporary  expedients;  but  the  people  of 
this  country  will  not  consent  to  a  continual  accu- 
mulatioD  of  debt,  in  order  to  protract  a  system  which 
can  alone  heal  the  general  distress.  What  must 
be  done  should  be  done  soon.  The  able  and  intel- 
li^nt  officer  at  the  head  of  your  finances  tells  you 
this  is  the  time  ;  and  I  tell  jou,  that  you  may  as 
well  avoid  the  approaches  or  old  age,  or  Ihestroke 
of  death,  as  a  change  in  your  financial  system. 
You  must  not  wait  tni  the  voice  of  the  peoplecalls 
for  it  in  language  which  you  cannot  resist,  and 
when  the  revulsion  will  be  so  sudden  as  to  shake 
to  its  foundation  the  system  to  which  gentlemen 
now  cling  so  eagerly.  If  this  miserable  system  of 
itopost,  as  the  exclusive  source  of  revenue,  is  ne- 
cessary for  the  support  of  commerce ;  if  the  internal 
industry  of  the  country  is  to  be  checked  and  pro- 
tracted till  public  opinion  demands  the  change,  let 
gentlemen  beware  lest  all  parts  of  the  system  go 
,  tcwetber. 

Those  who  now  complain  that  the  Committee 
of  Manufactures,  propose  too  much,  will,  when 
that  day  arrives,  (and  come  it  must,)  reeret  the 
rejection  of  this  bill,  which  proposes  a  change — 
gtudual,  but  necessary  for  the  prosperity  of^the 
country.  In  proposingit,  thecommitteeareaware 
that,  from  one  side  of  the  House,  we  shall  be  assailed 
with  the  cry  of— you  will  ruin  oomraerce ;  from 
the  other,  agriculture ;  and  from  all,  smuggling 
and  revenue,  Intellingns  that  commerce  supports 
the  Government  and  fnmishes  its  revenues^  wea.- 
tletneu  must  not  deceive  themselves  in  thinking 
that  the  people  of  this  country  do  not  know  that 
the  consumer  of  foreign  goods,  and  not  the  for- 
tigner  or  importer,  pays  the  impost.  The  con- 
•umption  of  foreign  produce,  and  not  its  importa- 
tion, is  the  source  of  the  revenue ;  a  kind  of  taxa- 


tion the  more  oppressive  on  the  people,  because, 
by  employing  the  merchant  or  collector,  the  con- 
sumer pays,  not  only  the  amount  of  duties,  but  the 
accumulated  profits  of  all  the  merchants  through 
whose  hands  the  article  passes,  from  the  custom- 
house to  the  consumer.  If  the  committee  are  cen- 
■nred  for  speaking  thus  plainly  of  a  system  on 
which  this  Oovernment  has  hitherto  rested  for  its 
support,  the  House  must  recollect  that,  at  its  organ- 
izatton,  impost  was  only  one,  not  the  exclusive 
Murce  of  revenue.  As  soon  as  the  debu  of  the 
Revolution  were  assumed  hy  the  New  Congress, 
a  system  of  excise  and  internal  taxation  was  re- 
sorted to,  as  a  paramount  means  of  paying  the 
interest  of  the  National  Debt.  During  Ine  admin- 
■strecion  of  General  Wabbikqtoh  and  nis  immedi- 
ate saccestor,  an  excise  on  spirits,  snuff,  and  snuff 


mills,  duties  on  refined  sugar,  licenses  to  retailer*, 
carriages,  auctions,  and  a  stamp  act  and  land  tax, 
were  imposed.  Let  it  not  be  forgotten  that,  in  the 
preamble  to  the  act  for  laying  an  impost,  the  en- 
couragement of  domestic  manufaclures  was  one  of 
the  avowed  objects  of  the  law.  This  was  the 
revenue  system  of  the  founders  of  our  Giovernment. 
We  do  not  attack,  but  rest  upon  it ;  it  is  the  only 
one  on  which  this  nation  can  rely  for  permanent 
protection  in  a  time  of  European  peace ;  we  must 
recur  to  it,  unless  another  jfreat  convulsion  should 
again  derange  all  the  institutions  of  the  civilized 
world.  ThepolicyofthisGovernmentwas  changed, 
not  because  it  was  found  unwise,  but  because  the 
continuance  of  the  war  in  Europe  rendered  it  un- 
necessary. Then  other  nations  wanted  our  pro- 
visions ;  their  price  was  such  that  the  laborof  this 
country  was  diverted  from  its  natural  course.  In- 
stead of  making,  we  imported  the  articles  of  com- 
mon consumption.  Tbeimpostwas  found  sufficient 
for  all  our  wan  Is.  But,  in  tbeehangeof  events,  Eu- 
rope can  now  feed  herself,  and  can  compete  with 
us  in  other  markets  for  our  provisions.  Those 
nations  from  whom  we  import  the  most,  now 
refuse  to  receive  our  produce  at  any  price.  Thus 
there  has  been  a  radical  change  in  those  relations 
with  other  nations,  which  gave  ike  turn  to  oui 
national  industry.  A  wise  legislature  will  aitd 
must  shape  its  internal  policy  to  meet  the  changes 
whici)  make  a  revision  nece^ary.  The  present  is 
not  a  forced,  but  the  natural  and  settlea  state  of 
this  country.  The  events  of  the  last  thirty  years 
have  been'  unparalleled  in  history;  we  must  not 
expect  their  recurrence,  at  least  m  our  time.  It 
lequires  no  reasoning  to  prove  that  measures  cal- 
culated on  a  general  war  in  Europe,  will  not  smt 
L  general  state  of  peace;  they  must  and  will  be 
controlled  by  circumstances.  We  niusl  look  to 
&cts,  and  profit  by  experience-  Effects  will  flow 
from  causes ;  they  cannot  be  averted  or  avoided ; 
e  must  meet  them  sooner  or  later.  It  is  best  not 
attempt  to  conceal  from  ourselves  or  the  nation 
the  necessity  of  coining  back  to  the  original  system 
on  which  this  Government  first  commenced  its 
operations.  In  proposing  the  measure*  which  the 
committee  have  reported,  we  have  thought  it  best 
lo  avow  the  intention  to  be  such  a  change  in  ooi 
internal  policy  as  will  gradually  lead  the  people  ot 
this  country  to  be  independent  of  any  other  for  the 
essential  articles  of  subsistence,  and  the  means  ol 
defence.  We  well  know  it  is  a  thankless,  ungra- 
cious task.  The  manufacturers  complain  that  too 
little,  the  merchants  that  every  thing,  and  I  well 
know  that  here  it  is  thought  that  too  much  has  been 
done.  These  measures  have  caused  much  excite- 
ment. This  is  not  the  time  to  expect  that  justice 
will  be  done  to  our  motives.  But  the  committee 
have  this,  and  it  is  no  small  satisfaction,  that, 
though  they  have  not  pleased  others,  they  have 
pleased  themselves.  Theirsysterohasbeenmatnred 
with  much  pains,  and  with  the  most  anxious  desire 
relieve  alike  all  the  snfiering  interests  of  the 
intry.  How  far  this  bill  is  so  calculated,  (he 
House  will  judge,  from  an  examination  and  com- 
parison with  (he  existing  tariff,  which  I  will  sow 
explain,  begging  that  gentlemen  will  not  forget 
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one  thing — thai  the  present  tariff  wsb  a  revenue 
bill,  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  more  to  aid  the  Treviur  than  to  protect 
the  industry  of  the  country.  The  report  of  Mr. 
Dallas  was  strongly  in  favor  of  domestic  manufac' 
lures ;  yet,  in  that  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  jt  is  reoiarkable  that  the  vrord  manofic- 


chairman  of  that  committee,  bad  then  the  same 
omjiion  on  this  subject  that  he  now  entertaioB. 
When  gentlemen  complain  of  the  extrava^[ant  pro- 
tection that  this  bill  afibrds  to  national  industry, 
ihey  are.  perhaps,  not  aware  that,  in  general,  il 
exceeds  nt  in  a  small  degree  that  recommended, 
in  1816,  ftom  the  Treasury,  almost  exclusively  for 
revenue.  They  most  not  think  it  siranM  if  a 
Committee  of  Manufactures,  combining  this  with 
other  great  national  objeots,  should  havefelt  it  their 
duty  to  fKopoee  some  changes  necMsary  to  meet 
the  calls  of  the  country. 
The  hilt  pri 


cles 


A  duly  of  121  per  cent,  od  valorem  o 
es  enumeiated  m  the  Qrst  class,  and  3i 
all  not  enumerated,  which  embrace  many  a. 


e  Qrst  class,  and  30  per  cent. 


ufactares,  but  which  it  was  thought  best 
particularize.  In  the  prewat  larin,  these  were  at 
7J  and  15  per  cent  The  committee  con)  d  discern 
no  good  reason  for  leaving  them  at  this  low  rate 
of  duty,  and  were  abandantly  convinced  that,  for 
the  douUe  purpose  of  revenue  and  manufactures, 
the  proposed  rates  were  proper.  It  would  be  going 
too  much  in  detail  to  trace  the  various  rates  of  ad 
valoieiD  duties  from  1739  to  1804.  In  that  year 
they  were  pernianendy  fixed  at  12},  15,  and  30 ; 
wim  the  addition  of  the  Mediterranean  Fund,  they 
were  15,  17},  and  22},  and  continued  so  during  the 
most  prosperous  period  of  our  commerce  and  re- 
venue, till,  in  1812,  when  the  permanent  duties 
were  doubled,  maltmg  27},  33},  and  42}.  They 
continued  so  until  1615,  arter  the  peace,  when  the 
Mediterranean  Fund  ceased,  and  the  duties  re- 
mained till  July,  1816,  at  the  rates  of  25,  30,  and 
40  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  Had  they  remains)  so, 
you  would  not  have  been  assailed  by  general  cries 
of  distress  from  all  parts  of  the  natun ;  we  should 
have  enjoyed,  not  a  nominal,  but  a  real  independ- 
ence; our  resources  would  not  have  been  sent 
abroad  to  proteet  and  reward  the  industry  of  others, 
to  the  ruin  of  our  own  merchants,  manu&cturers, 
and  format.  But  it  was  tbooght  proper  to  redae« 
the  duties ;  and  the  fear  of  smuggling,  it  seems, 
is  assigned  as  the  TCason.  I  am  not  enongh  ac- 
qosinted  with  the  mysteries  of  commerce  to  know 
what  is  the  smtiggling  point 

Oenilemen  may  t^  about  ii 
there  is  no  evidence  that  oi 

lo  any  great 
rest  rate  o' 

duties  was  12}  per  cent.;  we  heard  no  com)riainlL 
then;  daring  Ue  year  1815,  and  the  first  six 
months  of  1816,  the  lowest  duty  was  29  per  i 
The  importation  of  ad  valorem  articles  in  1 
amounted  to  eighty-six  millions  of  dollars, 
gentlemen  are  called  on  for  the  proof  of  se 
gling.  They  must  give  reasons  better  that 
16th  CoH.  1st  Scaa.— 61 


mere  suggestion  of  this  danger,  against  this  small 
increase  of  duties;  which  is.  in  effect,  only  com- 
ing back  to  the  old  rates  before  the  war.  We  are 
not  to  be  deterred  by  threats  of  this  kind  ;  and, 
judging  from  experience,  have  no  (ears  tlut  an 
increase  of  duties,  even  to  the  war  rates,  would 
produce  this  effect ;  hut  if  there  was  danger,  it  is 
no  argument  to  us  to  be  told  that  this  Government 
is  imable  to  enforce  measures  which  are  adopted 
as  necessary  to  the  general  welfare.  We  are  not 
so  weak;  our  laws  are  not  so  insufficient;  the 
rates  proposed  have  been  collected,  and  they  can 
and  vill  be  collected  if  enacted.  When  the  dan- 
ger becomes  realized,  it  will  be  time  to  apply  the 
remedy.  White  it  is  merely  fanciful,  and,  as  I 
believe,  held  ont  to  defeat  the  salutary  provisions 
of  this  bill,  I  shall  not  deem  it  worthy  of  further 
notice.  The  nexj  rate  of  duty  b  99  per  cent.;  in 
the  preeeot  tariff  these  articles  are  rated  at  20,  but 
in  the  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  they  were  recommended  at  23.  I  hope 
it  will  not  be  thought  extravagant  that  we  pro- 
pose an  addition  of  three  per  cent.  Articles  of 
copper  are  at  present  at  29  per  cent.  One  expres- 
sion is  changed,  which  will  be  found  to  apply  to 
most  of  the  ad  valorem  articles  in  this  bill ;  m  the 
old  tariff  ii  is  "material  of  chief  value;"  this 
creates  gr^t  difficulty  at  the  custom-house,  where 
an  article  is  composed  of  materials  paying  a  dif- 
ferent rate  of  duty ;  it  is  senerally  entertamed  as 
made  of  that  which  pays  lowest ;  thus  deiiraading 
the  ravenoe  and  injuring  the  manufacturer.  To 
avoid  this,  the  committee  have  adopted  the  ex- 
pression "component  material,"  so  f oat  any  arti- 
cle composed  of  mixed  matenels  pays  the  dnty  of 
the  highest.  The  House  vrill  observe  that  there 
is  in  this  otBtiEe  a  drawback  of  the  duties  on  sheet 
aofpet,  used  in  building  or  repairing  ships:  in  the 
prMent  tariff"copper  and  brass  in  pigs,  bars,  or 
plates,  suited  to  tne  sheathing  of  ships,"  is  duty 
free.  Under  this  clause  alt  sheet  brass  and  cop- 
per imported,  for  whatever  purpose,  is  embraced, 
to  the  great  injury  of  one  class  of  manufactures, 
and  the  diminubon  of  the  revenue.  While  the 
committee  are  fully  disposed  to  protect  that  most 
noble  manufacture,  a  ship,  they  are  unwilling  Aat 
any  other  advantage  should  be  taken  of  a  tnovi- 
sion  intended  solely  for  this  purpose.  It  is  believed 
that  thb  objeoc  is  folly  answaed  by  the  propoced 
drawback.  It  has  been  submitted  to  intelfigent 
and  experienced  merchant^  and  no  objections  have 
oecniied.  Wliile  on  this  subject,  I  must  no- 
tice some  publications  in  which  the  comntitlce 
are  charged  with  hostility  to  commerce  and  dtip- 
bnilding,  in  rairing  the  duty  on  sheatbiDg  wtffK 
and  sail  duck.  The  best  answer  to  the  cnarge  is, 
that  it  is  not  trae ;  in  fact  this  bill  proposes  do 
chimge  on  eidier ;  the  dnek  is  an  important  artide 
of  manufacture,  for  which  we  ought  not  to  be  de- 
~~ident  on  any  other  nation,  and  which  ongbl  to 


havereceived  no  little;  butletm.  ^  

of  advice  to  those  inclined  to  bestow  it  so  liberally; 
read  before  you  write. 

The  next  clause  proposes  a  duty  of  thirty-three 
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per  cent,  on  trooUens.  In  Mr.  Dallu's  tariff  it  -was 
proposed  at  Iweoiy-eight  On  cottons,  of  thirty- 
three  i  the  same  ss  proposed  by  him.  Both  are 
now  at  twenty-fire.  ThesebeingKmong  the  most 
impoiiant  items  in  tlie  bill,  the  Hoiue  must  in- 
duTge  me  in  eomg  fully  into  the  reasons  which 
have  induced  toe  committee  to  propose  the  addi- 
tional duty.  It  would  seem  almost  unnecessary 
to  canvince  this  House,  that  the  interest  of  the 
nation  required  that  it  should  clothe  itself;  that  it 
ought  to  feed  itself,  will  not  be  denied ;  yet  food 
is  not  more  necessary  than  raiment ;  and  I  cannot 
see  how  any  people  can  be  independent  who  must 
look  abroad  for  tnat.  Atall  events,  the  committee 
hare  thoug[ht  ihBl,  in  boitomins  tnis  bill  on  this 
national  prmciple,  that  we  ought  to  feed,  clothe, 
and  be  anle  to  defend  ourselves,  we  placed  it  on 
gpiund  that  could  not  easily  be  shaken.  Our  mo- 
tives rise  higher  than  the  interest  of  manufacturen; 
whether  they  make  or  lose  money  now ;  whether 
it  tends  to  enrich  one  or  another,  or  all  ciuGes  of 
society,  has  scarcely  entered  into  our  considera- 
tion. The  nation  must  command  its  own  con- 
sumption, its  own  means  of  defence.  The  last 
war  found  us  destitute.  1  b^  the  House  to  re- 
member what  the  gendeman  from  Kentucky  told 
US  the  other  dayj  that  our  gallani  soldiers  were 
destitute  of  clotniog,  until  the  Ooverament  con- 
nived at  smuggling,  to  procure  cloth  from  the  na- 
tion with  whom  we  were  contending.  National 
feeling,  if  not  interest,  should  forbid  the  recurrence 
of  such  a  scene  ;  it  shall  not  be  charged  on  the 
Committee  of  Manufactures.  If  it  was  right  in 
1616  to  impose  a  duty  of  twenty-fire  per  cent,  on 
woollens  and  cottons,  principally  with  a  view  to 
revenue,  there  will  he  found  a  strong  reason  for  its 
increase  in  the  duties  now  imposed  by  the  British 
Government,  of  six  pence  sterling  on  erery  pound 
of  wool,  and  six  per  cent  ad  valorem  on  cotton 
wool,imported  after  the  5th  January,  1820.  Wool 
ha;)  l»en  an  article  of  export  from  this  country  to 
England.  The  new  duty  excludes  itj  the  ports 
are  now  shut  against  your  proviaions;  they  will 
Dot  permit  its  importation  till  the  price  of  wheat 
ia  ten  shillings  sterling  a  bushd.  Let  those  who 
eomplain  so  much  that  the  acricnltaral  interest 
will  sufier  by  this  bill,  reflect  on  £eee  facts.  Let  the 
bimer  decide  whether  it  is  most  for  bis  interest 
to  purchase  his  clothing  from  the  foreign  maoa- 
&etajrer,  who  will  purchase  neither  his  wool  nor 
his  prorisioDs ;  or  the  domestic  one,  who  will  give 
him  a  market  for  both,  in  his  anxiety  to  guard 
•gainst  the  profits  which  may  accrue  to  his  neigh- 
bors and  countrymen,  by  the  success  of  their  man- 
abctnres.  Let  him  be  sure  that  he  falls  into  bet- 
ter hands  by  trusting  himself  to  the  liberality  of 
foreigners.  It  is  feared  that  there  will  be  a  mo- 
nopoly and  a  desireofspeculation,  if  our  own  coun- 
trymen can  supply  our  demands;  yet  there  seems 
to  he  no  fear  that  our  course  of  policy  should  give 
thatmonopoly toIheBritisbmanufactarers.  Hun- 
dreds, thousands  of  dot  citizens,  are  oat  of  employ- 
ment; they  would  add  infinitely  to  the  national 
wealth,  to  our  independence,  and  save  its  resources 
at  home,  if  their  labor  was  employed  in  converting 
our  raw  materials  into  ftbrics  tor  onr  own  use. 


But  itiscontended  that  our  true  policy  is  to  employ 
the  labor  of  other  nations,  pay  them  the  prints  <^ 
their  manu&ctures,  for  the  purpose  of  directing 
the  industry  of  ours  to  productions  which  can  find 
no  market  abroad,  and  have  no  value  at  home. 
These  new  duties  imposed  in  England  on  wool 
and  cotton,  ought  to  awaken  us  to  our  situation; 
no  part  of  the  country  ought  to  be  more  alive  to 
their  effects  than  that  fromwhich  the  opposition  to 
this  measure  is  the  greatest.  England  does  not 
wish  to  encourage  toe  cotton  of  America.  She 
gives  you  unequivocal  indications  of  her  policy. 
She  will  take  it  till  her  colonies  can  furnish  her 
supplies.  Though  her  best  customer,  though  she 
now  depend  on  us  for  the  raw  material  to  support 
her  manufactures,  she  takes  wool  from  the  conti- 
nent, cotton  from  us;  but  imposes  heavy  import 
duties,  which  are  paid  bv  us  who  consume  die 
manubctured  articles.  We  thus  furnish  her  QoT- 
crnment  with  revenue,  her  laborers  with  employ- 
ment, while  ours  are  idle. 

I  am  afraid  we  are  not  aware  of  the  bold  and 
dangerous  experiment  we  are  trying.  We  are  now 
to  decide  on  the  course  of  interikal  policy  which 
:hall  best  develope  the  resources,  {munote  the  in- 


dustry, and  secure  the  independence  of  the  coun- 
try. Is  there  not  some  danger  of  our  erring, 
by  adopting  the  system  which  best  accords  wiUi 


the  views  of  the  British  Government  1  If  it  wwe 
submitted  to  them  to  choose  a  set  of  measures  for 
us  which  would  best  promote  their  interest,  we 
well  know  it  would  be  such  as  would  secure  to 
their  merchants,  manufacturers,  and  mechanics, 
the  supply  of  all  our  articles  of  consumption  and 
defence ;  to  give  to  them  the  employment  of  the 
labor  and  the  profits  of  converting  the  raw  ma- 
terials into  fabrics  for  use.  It  is  the  source  of  their 
national  greatness ;  the  great  object  to  which  all 
their  efforts  are  directed ;  their  policy  is  most  un- 
yielding and  unbending.  It  has  existed  for  ages, 
and  been  completed  by  a  steady  and  uniform  scries 
of  l^islation;  they  have  not  left  things  to  "r^u- 
lale  inemselves ;"  this  has  not  been,  it  will  not  De, 
their  maxim;  but  they  wish  to  see  it  adopted  by 
those  who  are  to  be  the  dupes  of  their  policy. 
What  is  sound  political  economy  there,  is,  it  seems, 
herethe  ra vingof  madness,  the  result  ofempiricism; 
yet  it  would  excite  some  sensation  in  this  House  if 
the  Ministers  of  England  should  formallv  present 
us  with  a  plan  for  our  adoption ;  we  snould,  at 
least,  inquire  whether  it  was  the  result  of  their 
friendship  to  us.  and  wh^er  it  vrould  not  be  as 
safe  to  trust  to  tne  opinion  and  advice  of  our  own 
statesmen.  To  import  only  our  raw  materials  and 
provisions,  to  be  our  exclusive  merchants  and  car- 
riers, was  their  colonial  policy  before  the  Revolu- 
tion. The  great  men  whose  wisdom  carried  us 
through  that  struggle,  did  not  then  think  that  the 
system  of  internal  policy  which  was  best  calcu- 
lated to  secure  our  independence  and  to  coerce 
England  to  respect  our  rights,  was  to  afiord  em- 
ployment to  her  citizens,  encouragement  to  her 
artificers,  to  the  impoveri^ment  of  our  own. 

The  immortal  Congress  of  1774,  entered  into 
an  agreement  not  to  export  any  produce  to  Eng- 
land, to  import  no  goods  &om  that  country,  to 
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consume  none  made  there ;  and  denouDced,  as  en- 
emiee  to  Ameriean  liberty,  any  pNsoa  who  would 
violate  this  agraement.  It  has  never  been  chaTeed 
on  Bonaparle  thai  he  was  deficient  in  foresight, 
ot  did  not  understand  the  mode  of  attacking  his 
enemy.  His  continental  system  was  not  aimed  at 
tlie  influence  or  political  power  of  England,  but 

r'nst  iier  maoufactureB.  That  he  knew  to  be 
wnree  of  her  power,  and  there  he  attacked 
her.  To  saTe  them,  Eneland  fought  and  subsi- 
dized all  Europe.  There  baa  been  a  strange  rev- 
olntioD  in  the  moral  world,  if  the  connexion  be- 
tween causes  and  effects  is  now  dissolved ;  if  the 
measures  which,  in  1774,  were  necessary  to  se- 
cure, would  now  be  desiructiTc,  of  the  great  inter- 
etts  of  this  nation.  We  hare  been  taught  to  look 
with  venaation  to  that  Congress ;  it  is,  indeed,  a 
change,  when  we  forget  their  maxims;  arid,  in 
contending  with  the  same  nation,  for  the  same 
rights,  reject  and  spam  their  principles  as  wild 
and  rninous,  anxious  to  adopt  those  recommended 
by  the  Minisny  and  political  ' "■"-- 


ment ;  before  we  trust  too  much  on  it,  we  ought 
to  be  sure  that  the  solid  interests  of  the  country, 
and  not  its  destruction,  is  their  goTeroiDg  princi- 
ide.  It  will  be  said  that  more  liberal  ideas  are 
now  adopted  by  other  nations ;  that  the  principles 
of  political  economy  are  now  better  understood. 
Fninoe  has  been  mentioned  ;  but  when  her  tariff 
is  examined,  it  will  be  found  to  be  more  rigid — to 
contain  more  prohibitions  than  that  of  England. 
As  to  us,  it  contains  some  provisions  which,  I 
think,  cannot  fail  to  alarm  the  africultnriBts,  the 
cotton  plantets  of  this  country.  It  is  worthy  (he 
attention  of  this  House  to  look  at  their  import 
duties  on  cotton  wool : 

From  Indik,  80  £  per  100  kil.,  equal  to  ^3  psr  e*rt. 
Other  coanlriM  out  of  Bompe,  40  I.   p«r   100  kiJ., 

equal  to  $i  ptr  ewt. 
Enlr^at%  (W  I.  per  100  kiJ^  equal  l«  9^  p«r  cwL 


This  short  item  contains  much  information  and 
imtruction.  Their  whole  tariff  breathes  against 
yoor  agriculture  and  commerce  a  spirit  of  hostil- 
ity as  unequTocal  as  any  r^^ulation  of  England ; 
as  to  cotton  more  so ;  it  b  a  duty  of  four  dollars 
per  100  pounds ;  equal  to  20  per  cent,  ad  valorem, 
on  the  raw  material,  while  fifngland  imposes  only 
6 ;  that  it  is  aimed  at  this  country  is  evident  from 
its  being  ^  60  per  100  pounds,  more  than  on  cot- 
ton from  Turkey,  and  one  dollar  more  than  from 
India.  If  it  is  a  reason  why  the  cotton  of  Tur- 
key should  be  preferred  on  account  of  the  profits 
of  her  trade,  it  cannot  extend  to  India,  to  which 
they  export  little ;  but  ought  to  bear  lightly  on  us. 
Its  we  are  one  of  the  best  costomers  of  France  for 
her  wines,  tmindy,  silks,  cotton,  and  small  wares. 
She  requires  our  cotton  now,  out  this  duty  is  an 
earnest  of  what  you  may  expect  from  her  when 
she  can  procure  a  supply  from  her  colonies  t 


petitian  in  the  market,  by  compelling  a  sale  to  the 


Government,  who  buy  at  their  own  price.  Rice, 
from  India,  pays  one  dollar  per  100;  irom  Amer- 
ica, two  dollars.  Thus,  we  find  the  two  nations 
with  whom  oar  intercourse  is  the  greatest,  pursue 
the  same  policy  as  to  our  great  agricultiutil  pro- 
ducts, the  onlv  ones  they  receive  from  us:  «iey 
are  enriched  by  the  manufacture  of  it — we  pur- 
chase immense  quantities  of  their  cottons,  and 
woollens,  and  silks;  these  favors  produce  no  re- 
laxation on  their  part.  Our  agriculture  and  man- 
ufactures are  now  prostrate,  and  commerce  goes 
,  With  England  it  is  safe,  not  because  it  can 
regulate  itself,  but  because  it  is  regaled  by  a  con- 
vention, to  the  obeerrance  of  which  the  national 
faith  is  pledged.  With  Prance  we  have  none. 
Your  ships  are  now  said  to  be  virtually  excluded 
from  theu  ports.  This  part  of  your  commerce  b 
now  to  be  protected  by  regulations — by  a  bill  now 
on  your  tattle,  layinr  a  duty  of  eighteen  dollars 
per  ton  on  French  shipping.  This  code,  remem- 
oer,  is  not  the  ofispring  ot  the  nge  of  benighted 

rorance,  prejudice,  or  exploded  theories,  or  of 
man  against  whom  all  Europe  combined  ;  bat 
in  1817,  by  the  Government  which  has  been  re- 
stored by  a  common  strugele,  exbting  in  all  the 
effulgence  of  the  light  which  has  been  shed  on  the 
subject  by  their  own  asd  Bnglbh  writers  on  polit- 
ical economy,  who  are  not  regarded  by  the  Gov- 
ernments where  they  live;  wnose  books  are  for 
exportation,  not  for  home  consumption,  and  itow 
for  sale  in  your  lobby,  to  enlighten  yon  on  the 
merits  of  this  bill.  It  is  a  matter  of  much  regret 
to  me  to  find  their  opinions  quoted  with  respect 
here,  when  they  are  disr^;arded  where  they  are 
known.  There  is  no  country  bat  this  that  studi- 
ously leaves  her  great  concerns  to  regnlate  them- 
selves. They  are  all  guarded  and  preserved  by 
regulations  of  the  most  rigorous  kind.  Yet  it 
seems  to  be  expected  that,  when  our  eatablbh- 
ments  are  obli&ed  to  contend  with  those  of  other 
countries,  the  latter,  aided  by  all  the  force  and  in- 
fluence of  public  opinion  aud  legislation,  ours  can 
succeed  against  this  unequal  competition,  the  ne- 
glect of  &>vemment  and  public  prejudice.  If  the 
nations  with  whom  we  vie  would  adopt  the  same 
maxinu,  then  the  industry  of  the  country  would 
protect  Itself.  All  that  b  asked  b  to  meet  regn- 
lation  by  regulation,  and  thus  make  the  competir 
tion  fair  and  equal.  Apply  to  their  products  the 
same  rule  that  they  apply  to  ours ;  if  they  tax  otir 
raw  materials,  tax  their  manufactures  to  the  en- 
couragement of  ours;  if  they  exclude  our  provis- 
ions, exclude  their  products ;  let  our  l^islation 
keep  pace  with  theirs^  then  our  industrv  will  be 
protected,  foreign  nations  will  be  compelled  to  ob- 
serve, practically,  the  rule  which  they  discard  from 
their  code,  but  press  into  ours — "let  thin^  regu- 
late themBelvei."  I  shall  be  satisfied  with  any 
course  if  it  b  uniform.  No  regulation,  or  regula- 
tion against  r^;ulalion.  If  these  views,  or  any  of 
them,  are  correct,  it  will  not  be  thought  unreason- 
able that  the  committee  have  recommended  an  ad- 
ditional duty  on  cotton  and  woollras  of  eight  per 
cent. ;  it  is  not  so  much  a  protecting  as  a  coimter- 
vailing  duty,  to  cotmteract  the  new  duties  imposed 
in  France  and  England  on  our  cotton  and  wooL 
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Had  these  duties  existed,  oi  been  kDOwn  at  the 
time  of  fonning  oui  present  taiiS,  it  is  but  reB£DO' 
aUe  to  beliere  that  the  duty  would  have  been 
liigher.  The  proposed  addition  is  ceitaioly  mod- 
erate, and  coDsisient  nith  every  principle  of  na- 
tional interest  The  minimum  has  not  b«en 
changed.  It  is  proper  here  to  remark  that,  by 
estimaiiog  all  cotton  goods  to  have  cost  25  cents 
a  yard,  and  aisessing  the  duty  on  that  sum,  the 
coarser  cottons  of  India  have  been  excluded  ;  and 
I  beg  the  House  not  to  lose  sight  of  one  fact, 
which  is  admitted  by  all  to  be  true,  that  coarse 
domestic  cottons  are  now  made  cheaper  than  they 
were  ever  imported.  The  remark  is  equally  true 
of  nails,  and  every  other  article  of  which  this 
country  commands  the  consumption.  The  do- 
mestic competition  will  have  this  effect  on  every 
article.  This  fact  ought  to  quiet  the  fears  of  gen- 
tlemen who  afiect  to  think  that  the  encotuagement 
of  domestic  industry  tends  to  take  from  the  many 
a  bounty,  for  the  benefit  of  the  few.  Such  has 
been  the  case  in  all  other  countries — those  which 
exclude  the  importation  of  foreign  fabrics,  always 
undersell  those  who  leave  things  to  regulate  them- 
selves. The  experience  of  nations,  for  ages,  can- 
not deceive  us;  it  is^  at  all  events,  not  safe  to 
adopt  theories,  and  reject  the  lights  of  historv  and 
experience.  Let  us  follow  the  course  whicn  has 
led  other  nations  to  greatness ;  it  will  be  lime  to 
prefer  theory  to  fact,  to  adopt  the  dreams  of  spec- 
ulative writers,  when  we  shall  have  discovered 
that  the  principles  which  make  others  rich,  will 
impoverish  ua;  that  the  path  which  conducts 
others  to  wealth  and  power,  will  lead  us  to  pov- 
erty and  colonial  dependence.  In  a  word,  that  if 
we  st'U  more  than  we  buy,  if  out  income  exceeds 
our  expenditure,  we  are  luioed.  That,  if  the  far- 
mer buys  his  goods  from  those  who  buy  his  pro- 
duce, and  gives  it  a  value  at  home  which  it  has 
not  abroad,  he  pays  a  bounty  to  the  manufacturer. 
It  will  be  observed  that  this  bill  recommends  an 
additional  doty  on  cottons  from  beyond  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  of  seven  per  cenL  and  of  ten  on 
silks.  It  was  done  for  these  reasons:  that  the 
countries  whence  these  articles  are  imported  con- 
snme  none  of  our  raw  materials,  afford  no  market 
for  our  produce,  employ  none  of  the  labor,  and 
exhaust  the  specie  of  the  country.  It  is  but  fair 
that  a  preference  should  be  given  to  the  fabrics  of 
those  nation;  who  receive  Irom  us  something  in 
retuTD.  There  was  an  additional  reason  why  the 
committee  thought  it  best  to  make  this  discrimi- 
nation. It  is  a  matter  of  serious  complaint  that 
the  duties  imposed  by  the  Preach  Government  on 
American  tonnage  have  nearly  destroyed  our  com- 
merce with  Fiance.  It  is  now  said  to  be  cheaper 
to  send  a  catgo  there  in  a  French  ship  and  pay 
freight,  than  in  one  of  ours  and  pay  none ;  the 
difference  of  the  duties  and  charges  is  estimated 
at  about  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  a 
voyage.  This  is  another  consequence  of  the  peace 
in  Europe;  every  nation  is  now  desirous  of  le- 
clairoing  its  own  commerce,  of  carrying  its  own 
productions,  and  bringing  back  the  articles  it 
wants,  We  have  had  the  carrying  trade  of  the 
world;  the  protection  of  our  oag  was  wanted; 


now  every  flag  protects  itself;  the  c  _ . .  __ 

other  nations  will  be  increased  at  the  expense  of 
ours.  Regulations  which  are  to  produce  this 
effect  cannot  be  called  hostile  or  unfriendly ;  they 
result  from  the  desire  which  all  Govemmmts 
ought  to  feel  of  protecting  their  own  interest;  it 
is  equally  vain  for  ua  to  expect  our  commerce  to 
be  what  rt  has  been,  as  that  tne  nations  of  Europe 
will  give  ours  a  preference  to  their  own;  (these 
are  maxims  reserved  for  our  adoption.)  How  to 
shape  our  course  of  leffislation  on  this  mhject  is  a 
matter  of  extreme  difficulty.  Committees  of  the 
House  have  different  plans  ;  a  system  of  commer- 
cial warfare  is  recommended,  in  the  hope  that 
France  will  relax  in  hers.  We  have  thought  it 
safest  to  make  an  appeal,  not  to  her  fears,  bat  to 
her  interest ;  to  give  ner  a  peace  ofiering  by  pre- 
ferring hers  to  toe  fabrics  oi  India^  rather  than  to 
provoke  by  excluding  her  ships  from  our  ports. 
As  it  affects  merelv  the  manufactures  of  the  coun- 
try, the  latter  would  be  the  course  to  be  pursued ; 
for  if,  in  the  prosecution  of  this  war  of  legialation, 
she  should  exclude  our  cotton,  the  raisers  of  it 
will  join  us  in  creating  a  market  at  home.  In 
thus  recontmendiog  the  measure  which  is  opposed 
to  the  interest  of  those  for  whose  exclusive  Benefit 
the  committee  are  said  to  be  acting,  we  hope  to 
avoid  the  imputation  of  hostility  to  cinnineice. 
The  Etavi^tion  acts  on  your  taUe  are  bold  mea- 
sures, designed  to  compd  the  two  most  powerfiil 
nations  of  Europe  to  give  up  their  favorite  sys- 
tems of  commercial  and  colonial  policy,  not  the 
expedients  of  yesterday  or  the  moment,  buteettled, 
matured,  and  acted  on  for  more  than  a  century; 
which  have  entered  into  all  their  favorite  plans  cff 
commercial  and  naval  greatness.  In  such  a  con- 
test there  is  much  risked;  if  these  measures  pro- 
duce the  desired  efiect,  I  shall  not  be  among  the 
last  (o  rejoice ;  but  if  they  fail,  if,  instead  ofsav- 
iog  they  destroy  your  commerce;  if,  instead  of 
producing  a  relaxation,  they  only  add  rigor  to  ihe 
TcgulatiooB  theyare  intended  to  counteract, it dtall 
not  be  charged  on  the  Committee  of  Mannfaclures 
that  it  was  a  part  of  their  system.  Had  these 
navigation  acts  emanated  from  us,  I  well  kniyw 
the  clamor  which  would  have  been  excited ;  aa 
they  have  come  from  the  Commercial  Comniittee, 
I  they  will  be  hailed  by  the  mercantile  interests  as 
the  means  of  restoring  commerce,  and  I  hope  they 
may  prove  so ;  but,  having  a  different  opinion) 
fearful  that  this  measure  would  recoil  upon  as, 
desiroyinK  what  it  was  intended  to  save,  we  have 
inserted  ^is  feature  in  the  bill.  A  dut^  of  25  per 
cent,  is  proposed  on  linen  and  a  minimus  of  26 
cents.  The  rate  prc^osed  by  the  Comtnittee  of 
Ways  and  Means  in  lS16,waa20;  it  Was  fixed 
at  15.  This  is  one  of  the  most  important  items 
of  domestic  consumption ;  fiax,  the  raw  material, 
raised  in  all  ports  of  the  countrj,  is  not  an  article 
of  export  to  any  extent ;  linen  is  one  of  the  most 
favored  manu&ctures  of  England,  it  pays  no 
excise  for  home  consumption ;  and  the  Govern- 
ment pays  a  custom-house  bounty  of  25 j*r  cent 
(on  coarse  fabrics)  when  exported.  Woollou 
and  plain  cottons  receive  none ;  the  duty  on  them, 
therefore,  operates  for  the  double  purpose  of  reve- 
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noe  and  a  ptefaence  of  ouis  orer  (be  imported 
ariicle.  But,  as  to  linen,  the  present  duty  tmlj 
operates  as  a  tax  on  om  own  consumption,  bein^ 
10  per  cent,  less  than  the  British  export  bounty ; 
affording,  contrary  to  all  principles  of  a  vise 
policy,  a  decided  preference  for  a  foreign  mann- 
facture.  It  is  impossible  to  imagine  any  sonnd 
reason  for  leaving  this  most  important  article  so 
wholly  uni»Yitected.  In  the  present  tari^  if  the 
committee  haTe  erred,  it  is  in  not  proposing  a  still 
higher  rate  of  duty ;  on  coarse  linen  it  only  equals 
the  bounty;  and  then^  so  &!■  as  respects  tne  com- 
petition with  our  fabncs,  makes  it  duty  free ;  on 
the  finer,  it  has  saine  small  operation  as  a  protect- 
ing duty.  This  increase  at  doty  on  linen  has 
caused  mnch  complaint.  The  House  will  now 
judge  with  what  reason  this  bill  is  called  an 
extravagant  one.  The  other  objections,  when 
examined,  will  be  found  to  have  no  more  founda- 
tion thau  this. 

The  next  clause  proposes  a  duty  of  3D  per  cent, 
on  silk  from  India,  30  from  other  places :  it  now 

.  [«ys  16.  No  good  reason  could  be  diacoTered  for 
so  low  a  rate ;  it  is  an  article  used  mostly  by  the 
rich ;  there  is  less  danger  of  smuggling  than  on 
most  others ;  it  b  imjported  only  in  Targe  and  ral- 
oable  ships,  and,  if  mnn  India,  is  allowed  to  be 
landed  otuy  in  specified  ports,  A  very  intellinnt 
merchant  bvm  Bvston  recommended  a  duty  oT  33 
per  cent,  on  all  kinds,  from  every  country  alike  ■■ 
thera  will  probably  be  no  ofajection  to  the  proposed 
increase.  Raw  silk  is  made  duty  &ee  in  this, 
tkoogh  in  the  {wesent  tariff  it  paid  the  same  duty 
as  the  manufactored.  Printed  books  are  at  3S — 
the  same  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Dallas  in  1B16 ;  they 
pay  15  at  prewnt  gaper  and  leather— the  raw 
materials  are  now  at  W;  the  manafhctured  article 
should  be  higjitti  as  it  gives  emidoymeot  to  much 
of  the  labor  and  a  market  for  many  of  the  prod- 
ticts  of  the  country.  If  imported  for  colleges,  &c., 
they  are  duty  free ;  if  for  common  sale,  they  are  a 
most  important  article  of  consimiption,  and,  like 
other3,shDuldbeinadeBthome;  if  for  mere  amuse- 
ment or  works  of  taste,  they  are  &ir  subjects  of 
revenue :  none  can  better  aflord  to  pay  taxes  than 
men  of  leisure  and  wealth.  If  any  gentleman 
thinks  a  discrimioation  ought  to  be  made,  so  as  to 
impose  a  lower  rate  of  duty  on  woriis  of  science 
and  literatore,  there  will  be  no  objection.  The 
other  items  in  this  clause  aie  generally  at  35  per 
cent. — the  same  as  recommendei  by  Mr.  Dallas — 
and  in  the  present  tariff  are  rated  at  30.  The 
House  will  thus  perceive,  that  on  articles  paying 
KB  ad  Talorem  duty,  the  proposed  increase  is  gen- 
erailyfromStolO  percent.  If  the  only  protection 
otSeni  by  tius  bill  to  the  national  indtBttv  consirt- 
ed  in  the  mete  rate  of  duties,  they  will  tw  fixmd 
not  to  come  up  to  what  are  eenerally  called  pro- 
UOinff,  but  would  be  justified  for  die  mere  purpose 
of  nveMu.  The  committee  were  sensible  that  if 
all  the  protection  necessary  was  in  the  imposition 
of  high  duties,  that  the  err  of  extravagance  and 
smuggling  might  defeat  tneir  measures.  They 
hare  thougjit  the  t^eet  could  be  better  aceom- 

,  pUshed  ^  adding  sach  provisions  to  the  bill  as 
Would  efiectuaUy  secure  the  ci^eetion  of  the  du- 


ties imposed,  and  so  to  apportion  them  as  to  pro- 
duce not  only  revenue  by  the  consumption,  but  be 
in  some  measure  a  discrimination  between  the  for- 
eign and  domestic  manufactnre.  In  this  view  we 
hope  that  all  will  concur. 

The  mode  of  ascertaining  the  value  of  goods  on 
which  a  duty  is  to  be  assessed,  has  been  attended 
with  much  difficulty — an  almost  constent  war  be- 
tween the  merchants  and  the  officers  of  the  cus- 
toms, and  has  been  often  changed.  The  original 
mode  of  ascertaining  the  valtie  "at  the  time  and 
place  of  importation,"  prescribed  by  the  act  of 
1790,  was  the  fiiirest  and  most  eqmCaUe;  as  an 
ad  valorem  duty,  it  was  in  fact  what  it  purported 
to  be — so  much  per  cent,  on  the  value.  But,  as  a 
different  standard  of  valuation  has  long  since  been 
adopted,  it  was  thought  best  not  so  much  to  alter 
as  to  modify  it.  The  mode  proposed  in  this  bill 
has  been  pursued;  hut  the  Committee  are  not  te- 
nacious on  this  point.  There  is,  however,  one 
feature  in  this  clause  which  is  deemed  of  infinite 
importance  to  the  manufactuiiDg  interests,  and 
which  the  House  must  indulge  me  with  eiplain- 
ing.  It  is  the  additiim  to  the  valuation  of  all  draw- 
backs, bounties,  premiums,  and  allowances,  which 
are  paid  by  foreign  Governments  on  exportation, 
and  assessing  the  ad  valorem  duty  on  the  aggre- 
gate value  thus  ascertained.  It  is  somewhat  sin- 
gular that  OUT  system  of  imports,  which  is  avow- 
edly for  the  double  purpose  of  revenue  and  the 
protection  of  ovff  oWn  manuhctores,  should  have 
overlooked  this  provision,  which  is  indispensaUe 
for  the  latter.  The  House  will  at  once  perceive 
that,  if  the  foreign  export  bounty  eouats  our  im- 
post duty  on  the  same  article,  the  duty  is  only  a 
tax  on  the  consumption  of  our  own  citizens;  die 
foreign  article  comes  into  the  market  on  the  same 
terms  as  the  domestic  ;  this  is  fully  exemplified  in 
the  article  of  linen.  The  British  Government  pay 
the  exporter  85  per  cent,  bounty;  ours,  charging 
the  importer  25  per  cent,  import  duty,  it  thence  be- 
comes duty  free.  At  the  present  duty  of  15  pw 
cent,  the  importer  has  a  clear  profit  of  10  per  cent, 
after  paying  our  duty.  This  is  certainly  left- 
handed  protection  to  manufactures.  Hence  it  is, 
that,  without  inquiry  into  the  cause,  we  are  told 
you  are  unreasonable;  no  duties  will  satisfy  you.  / 

The  great  reason  why  many  of  the  wesent  ones 
are  incompetmt  is,  that  they  are  checked  and  ren- 
dered unavailing  t^  this  artful  and  masterly  sys- 
tem of  bounties  and  drawbacks.  It  is  the  trlie 
secret  by  which  (o  account  for  the  immense  wealth 
and  power  of  a  nation  whose  population  but  litde 
exceeds  our  own.  She  is  too  wise  to  trust  to  im- 
posts as  the  sole  source  of  revenue — commands 
ner  own  consumption,  draws  the  chief  support  of 
her  Gorernment  by  an  excise  on  her  manufac- 
tures; they  afford  materials  and  open  new  sources 
of  commerce ;  her  system  of  bounties  enables  her 
to  imdersell  omer  nations  in  their  own  ports,  while 
her  political  economists  mislead  us  by  thdr  specu- 
lative and  ruinous  dieories.  The  article  of  linen 
folly  illustrates  her  policy.  Though  her  taxes  and 
expenses  are  enormously  oppressive  on  the  people, 
yet  the  makers  of  linen  ^y  none,  no  excise  on 
their  materials  or  manufacture;  to  encourage  this 
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licoltute,  commerce,  a,ad  manu&cliues,  she 
apponions  the  buidens  of  her  Grovetnment  ao  as  to 
lesTe  this  unembairassed.  This  Bccounts  for  the 
cheapoess  of  the  article  aC  home,  aad,  added  to  the 
enormous  botmtj  on  the  export,  gives  the  true  rea- 
son for  underselling  us.  Let  the  British  abolish 
this  system,  let  an  article  pay  the  tame  price  for 
home  consumption  as  for  o^rtation,  it  will  then 
be  seen  there  is  not  much  dinerenee  between  man- 
u&ctuiing  here  and  there.  One  article  pays  an 
enormous  excise,  another  none ;  let  them  be  equal- 
ized, and  neither  have  an  export  bounty,  in  the 
aggregate  It  will  be  found  that  we  could  meet 
them  m  market,  if  not  without  any,  with  a  small 
rate  of  protecting  duty.  Let  cottons,  wooltem, 
and  linen&  pay  the  same  excise  as  glass,  beer,  and 
spirits,  and  cost  to  the  consumer  in  this  country  as 
mnch  as  they  do  in  England,  you  would  becalied 
on  for  little  nirther  protection  to  our  indnstry.  The 
manufacture  of  these  articles  pays  no  part  of  the 
expenses  of  their  Oovemment,  is  burdened  with 
no  taxes,  because  they  are  the  sources  of  their 
neatness,  the  machinery  hy  which  they  draw  to 
tnemselves  the  resources  of  all  nations  who  pur- 
chase them ;  retaining  us,  their  commercial,  naval, 
aad  poliiicalrivals,iDaEtateof  colonial  vassalage.  It 
would  be  r^ht  and  fair  to  aim  at  once  at  this  sys- 
tem, by  adding  to  the  ad  valorem  a  specific  duty 
anal  to  the  bounty  paid,  and  drawback  of  excise 
owed  on  the  exportation.  Then  our  duties  might 
be  called  protecting  ones,  and  be  said  to  afford  effi- 
cient protection  to  our  manufactures ;  then  the 
competition  would  be,  on  national  and  individual 
pounds,  a  fair  onej  but  the  committee,  aware 
that  this  is  the  first  attempt  to  introduce  such  a 

Srinciple  into  our  code,  thai  it  would  not  be  pru- 
ent  to  attempt  too  much  at  once,  only  propose 
to  consider  the  boimty  and  drawback  as  a  part  of 
Uie  original  cost  on  which  the  duty  is  to  be  as- 
sessed. To  exempLfy  this — on  linen  a  duty  of  25 
per  cent,  would  only  counteract  the  bounty :  we 
recommend  the  addition  of  only  one-fourth  of  that 
■mount.  It  is  not  to  introduce  a  war  of  legisla- 
tion, but  in  some  measure  to  countervail  the  asso- 
ciation of  their  system;  increased  duties  will  be 
imperative  when  they  are  evaded  by  increased 
botmties. 

I  hope  these  principles  will  meet  the  approbation 
of  the  House ;  if  they  do  not,  all  our  laws  will  be 
vain ;  we  had  belter  say  at  once  to  those  who  want 
protection,  "  let  thinn  regulate  themselves."  I' 
il  is  proper  to  act  at  all,  we  must  act  efficiently, 
the  inieiesis  of  our  country  are  assailed  hy  an  ene- 
my deep  in  his  designs^  persevering  in  their  execu- 
tion, governed  by  a  spirit  ever  awake  and  watch- 
ful, deterred  by  no  opposition,  subdued  by  no 
difficulties — the  wisdom  and  the  resourcea  of  a 
mighty  empire  directed  to  one  great  object,  the 
au^y  of  foreign  tuitions  with  the  articles  of  con- 
sumption. Great  as  she  is,  we  can  meet  her  in  open 
war,  can  beat  her  on  the  land,  the  water,  and  in 
the  Cabinet,  but  succumb  in  legislation ;  become 
the  dupes  oi  her  policy,  qoietly  mdifferent  to  the 
exhaustion  of  our  resources,  which  flow  to  her  in 
one  coostont  increasing  cunent.    Our  dependence 


her  almost  daily  increasing,  she  exulting  in  the 
successful  operations  of  her  policy,  reliev^  from 
the  expense  of  governing  ns,  enjoying  alt  the  bene- 
fits we  could  anbrd  her  as  colonies. 

When  other  interests  are  endaoKcred  byfordgn 
powers  or  regulation^  you  are  not  backward  in  re- 
sisting them  at  the  risk  of  a  war ;  if  a  ship  or  ca^o 
is  seized,  a  seaman,  native  or  naturalized,  im- 
pressed, or  discriminaiinz  daties  imposed  oo  ton- 
nage, you  do  not  leave  things  to  "regulate  them- 
selves;" every  thing  is  protected,  every  thing 
defended,  but  manufactures — these  alone  are  un- 
worthy of  national  protection.  Decrees  and  orders 
in  cotmcil  that  embarrass  commerce  are  not  suf- 
fered to  operate  unmolested,  but  a  system  of  boun- 
ties and  drawbacks,  destructive  not  only  of  inter- 
ests equally  important,  but  in  their  consequences 
involving  all  i-    — ''-' •"    -  — 


leave  us  alone,  let  them  rcfulate  themselves.  I 
hope  we  shall  extend  it  to  all,  or  be  coniistent  and 
apply  it  to  none.  We  are  independent  in  name, 
luve  the  powers  of  self-government,  but  tamely  ■ 
content  ourselves  with  being  dependent  on  our 
rival  for  articles  of  necessity  and  the  means  ^ 
defence.  We  cannbt  clothe  or  arm  our  soldiers, 
build  or  equip  a  navy,  without  procuring  from 
England  the  means.  National  pride  and  honor 
ought  to  revolt  at  the  d^rading  reflection.  I  hope 
to  see  the  day  when,  in  full  command  of  our  con- 
sumption and  means  of  defence,  our  resources  re- 
tained at  home,  our  great  interests  safe  from  for- 
eign competition,  we  shall  be  in  fact,  as  well  as  in 
name,  free  and  independent  States.  This  con- 
summation will  not  be  brought  about  by  folding 
our  arms  and  leaving  the  industry  of  the  country 
to  regulate  itself.  It  was  not  thus  that, in  thefirst 
Punic  war,  you  emerged  from  colonial  dependence; 
that,  in  the  second,  you  successfully  defended  your 
dearest  national  rights.  Before  we  can  be  what 
our  resources  enable  os  to  attain,  you  must  wage 
the  third  Punic  war,  not  of  arms,  but  of  legislation; 
assail  our  rival  where  she  is  vulnerable,  in  the 
source  of  our  greatest  danger;  her  systems  of 
bounties,  drawbacks,  and  premiums,  and  in  her 
manufactures,  where  the  Congress  of  1774  assailed 
her;  go  at  liast  as  far  as  self-defence  wUl  author- 
ize— protect  our  own. 

The  hill  proposes  an  additional  duty  on  hemp 
of  twenty  dollars  per  ton ;  it  was  deemed  necessary 
that,  for  an  article  of  the  first  necessity,  without 
which  we  could  neither  build  nor  equip  a  ship,  we 
should  not  be  dependent,  as  we  now  are,  for  the 
supply  on  foreign  nations.  In  case  of  a  war,  all 
our  naral  preparations  might  be  suspended  until  it 
could  be  produced  here.  It  is  so  essential  for  na- 
tional defence,  that  we  must  command  enough  for 
our  own  consumption.  Viewed  as  an  agricultural 
production,  which  was  formerly  raised  in  great 
qtiantities  in  the  Western  States,  but  which  has 
bees  destroyed  by  foreign  competition,  or  as  a 
inanufacture,  it  equally  deserves  protection ;  at  a 
time  when  our  provisions,  excluded  from  foreign 
markets,  do  not  command  a  price  which  pays  the 
expense  of  cnltiration,  when  the  agricnitnre  of 
the  country  b  as  depressed  as  its  manufactures,  it 
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needs  at  least  so  much  protection  as  to  enable  it  to 
competewitli  foreign  productioos.  These  reasons, 
it  is  ooped,  will  exempt  the  duty  on  this  item  from 
Uie  chuge  of  hostility  to  agriculture.  This  article 
now  pays  a  dutr  of  thirty  dollars  a  ton,  the  whole- 
sale price  of  wnich  is  two  hundred  and  forty  dol- 
lars, equal  to  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent  ad  tsJo- 
rem  j  the  proposed  increase  will  be  twenty-one  per 
cenL  If  considered  as  a  manufactured  article,  es- 
sential for  consumption  and  defence,  it  is  hoped 
that  the  propriety  of  the  increased  duty  will  he 
apparent,  as  it  can  be  raised  to  an  amount  far  be- 
yond the  demand ;  tbe  domestic  competition  will 
make  the  increased  price  on  the  imported  article 
but  temporary.  The  same  apply  to  the  additional 
duty  on  cotton,  and  the  farther  one,  which  must 
meet  with  general  assent,  (hat,  if  the  manutacm- 
rera  of  cotton  supply  the  countty  with  their  fabrics, 
they  ou^ht  to  use  our  own  raw  material,  and  not 
import  It  from  India.  The  cotton  planters  most 
not  indulge  in  fancied  security.  In  1817,  the  for- 
eign cotton  imported  and  consumed  in  the  United 
States  was  1,700,000  pounds;  in  1S18,  4,000,000; 
in  1819,  it  amounted  to  6,700,000 ;  when  they  find 
it  thus  mcreasing,  and  France  and  Enelana  im- 
posing high  duties  on  its  importation,  ^ey  axi^bt 
to  be  awakened  to  the  necessity  of  at  least  secunng 
the  domestic  market,  not  trusting  entirely  to  the 
foreign.  The  day  may  not  be  very  distant  when 
they  will  find  from  experience  that  their  lavorite 
wif'i"'  of  "  let  us  alone"  will  apply  as  tittle  to  agri- 
cultuie  as  it  now  does  practicaify  to  commerce. 
^  — V  come  to  two  items  on  which  the  House 


1  not  only  expect,  but  require 

ag — slass  and  iron;  one  infiL..__j ^ 

to  the  oistrict,  the  other  to  the  State  I  represent 


i  infinitely  interesting 


twenty-five  cents  to  one  hundred  dollars ;  the  rest 
is  the  product  of  our  own  soil :  small  quantities  of 
3shes,and  lead,  the  principalmalerial — sand,  which 
is  fit  for  no  other  purpose,  not  even  to  make  mor- 
tar— stone  coal,  the  machinery.  In  the  days  of 
our  prosperity  we  have  made  to  the  amount  of  a 
quarter  of  a  million  of  dollars  worth  in  a  year.  It 
was  so  much  money  extracted  from  the  bowels  of 
the  earth  by  the  labor  of  handreds,  adding  to  the 
wealth  and  comfort  of  all  within  the  sphere  of  its 
action.  Now  we  make,  I  may  say,  none.  Will 
gentlemen  tell  me  who  has  profited  by  the  chang^— 
the  farmer,  the  laborer,  our  country,  or  the  foreign 
mannfecturer  1  Plain  glass  now  pays  an  impost 
duty  of  twenty  per  centum ;  it  is  proposed  to  raise 
it  and  make  it  specific,  ten  cents  a  pound.  In 
England  the  impost  duty  amounts  to  a  prohibition ; 
made  there,  it  pays  for  home  consumption  an  ex- 
cise of  £4  18«.  sterling  on  the  100  weight — on  ex- 
portation there  is  a  drawback  of  the  excise,  and  a 
custom  bounty  of  one  pound  five  shillings  sterling, 
making  in  all  six  pound  three  shillings,  equal  to 
twenty-eight  cents  a  pound  between  the  price  to 
the  consumer'in  England  and  here.  The  cuslom* 
house  bounty  alone  amounts  to  near  six  cents  a 
pound;  and  from  this  docnment,  taken  from  the 
custom-house  in  Boston,  it  appears  that,  in  an  in- 
voice amounting  to  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine 
pounds  in  value,  the  British  bounty  amounts  to 
one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars,  onr  import  duty 
of  twenty  per  cent  to  one  hundred  and  fourteen, 
leaving  a  clear  profit  of  six  dollars.  With  the  ad- 
dition of  the  excise  drawback  on  an  invoice  (^ 
five  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  sterling,  the  importer, 


sbestnot  to  mince  riiatteis,  bat  to  speak  plainly. 

This  has  been  called  a  Pittsburg,  a  cut-glass  biu, 
local,  partial  in  its  operatiDnsj  and  I  hare  been 
char^  with  framing  it  from  mterested  motives. 
GenUemen  had  belter  be  cautious  how  they  use 
the  word  Pittsburg  as  a  name  of  reproach ;  it  may 
be  like  the  term  whig — one  of  pnde,  and  nor  *'' 

disgrace.    I  tell  theHo'jse  frankly,  that  I  have 

lost  sight  of  the  interest  of  Pittsburg,  and  would 
never  perjure  myself  if  I  had;  but  the  charges 
shall  be  met  [dainly,  and  if  you  are  not  convinced 
that  the  interests  of  that  place  are  identified  with 
the  nation ;  that  cut  glass  can  be  defended 
ticmal  grounds,  then  I  agree  that  Pittsbi 
Representative,  its  favorite  manufacture,  an3  the 
tariff,  may  go  together.  I  will  rest  the  whole  bill 
on  this  item,  and  freely  admit  that  the  increase  of 
duty  on  gla^  plain,  not  cut,  is  among  the  greatest 
proposed.  In  selecting  articles  worthy  of  national 
protection,  none  ate  more  eminently  deserving  of 
It  than  those,  the  raw  materials  of  which  are  of 
no  value  for  exportation;  the  conversion  of  which 
into  articles  for  use,  produces  something  out  of 
nothing — turns  into  toannfacturea  of  the  greatest 
value  and  beauty  the  worthless  produce  of  the 
earth — furnishes  a  market  for  the  productions  of 
the  farmer— gives  employment  not  only  to  labor- 
ing men,  but  bop  who  would  otherwise  contract 
habits  of  idleness  and  vice.  The  foreign  material 
bears  to  the  manufactured  article  the  proportion  of 


barges,  makes  a  clear  profit 
of  fifty-one  pounds.  Has  not  this  article  peculiar 
claims  on  us  for  protection  1  The  present  dnty  is 
a  mere  tax  on  the  consumer ;  it  operates  a»  no  dis- 
crimination between  ours  and  the  industry  of  other 
foreign  nations,  but  leaves  it  to  struggle  against 
the  uTects  of  a  positive  premium  on  importation. 
The  proposed  increase  will  not,  as  a  protecting 
duty,  amount  to  more  than  twenty  per  cent  aa 
valorem ;  on  cut  glass  it  is  only  proposed  to  add 
five  per  cent ;  the  duty  Is  now  thirty.  I  am  aware 
of  objections  to  the  auty  on  plain  glass,  and  am 
sorry  to  find  them  come  from  manufacturers,  glass 
cutters,  not  makers,  but  importers  of  plain  glass, 
who  are  not  satisfied  with  thirty  per  cent  on  cat 
glass,  and  represent  plain  asa  raw  material,  which 
ought  to  be  duty  free.  In  Pittsbur?  it  is  both 
made  and  cut  and  the  House  wilt  judge  who  is 
most  actuated  by  national  principles,  which  plan 
adds  most  to  the  sum  of  national  wealth,  industry, 
and  resources.  Crentlemen  are  mistaken  in  sup- 
posing mine  an  iron  making — it  is  an  iron  baying, 
iron  9onsuming  district.  The  time  has  been  when 
six  thousand  tons  were  purchased  annually,  not  one 
of  which  wasmade  in  tne  district;  but  to  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance;  it 
is  her  suple  manufacture;  to  the  nation  the  aU 
essential  article  for  private  consumption  and  pub- 
lic defence.  It  ought  to  be  less  interesting  to  u^ 
whether  it  requires  protection,  whether  the  estab- 
lishments for  its  mann&cture  are  declining  or 
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goaperous,  we  can  and  must  suppljr  ourEvWes. 
ver^  part  of  the  UaioD  abounds  wilt  the  raw 
toaterial ;  it  is  perfectly  worthless  for  all  other 
purposes — nut  fit  for  roads.  The  working  of  it 
Dot  only  employs  much  of  the  laboi:,  but  furnishes 
«  market  for  much  of  the  [H'oduce  of  our  coil. 
These  good  eSecis  are  not  confined  to  a  small 
space.  An  instance  of  this  occurs  in  the  fact  that 
ihe  iron  works  in  the  interior  of  oui  State  are  sup- 
plied with  bacon  from  Kentucky.  The  cemark  is 
tme  of  this,  as  of  all  other  manu&ctures,  that  the 
farmer  is  among  those  who  derive  Ihe  most  profit 
from  their  success.  It  is  a  matter  of  most  perfect 
BstoaishmeDl  that  so  important  an  article  should 


have  been  nol  only  so  perfectly  and  wantonly 

abandoned  by  the  present  tariff,  out  pointedly  : 

I«cted  for  reprobation  by  a  strange  policy,  whii 


whilst  it  raised  the  duties  on  most  ottter  articles, 
reduced  that  on  iron  nearly  one  hundred  per  i 
From  1S04  until  1815,  it  was  al  seventeen  an 
half  per  cent.,  and  until  1S16,  at  fifteen— a  duty 
which  might  have  been  saved  these  interesting 
establishments,  thus  apparently  destroyed  by  de- 
sign.  Pigs  and  casting,  in  1816,  paid  fifteen  per 
cent  ad  valorem ;  bar  iron  nine  dollars  per  ton, 
equal  to,  say  nine  per  cent,  ad  valorem;  m  181B. 
the  duties  were  increased  to  fifty  cents  a  hundred 
on  pifs,  seventy^Te  on  castings  and  bar  iron.  In 
this  House  it  was  raised  to  twenty  dollars  a  ton 
bv  A  majority  of  forty-seven,  but  reduced  io  the 
Sfenate  to  fifteen.  Had  the  duty  been  a  propor- 
tionate one  in  1816,  a  rate  lower  than  Uie  one 
nom  proposed  would  have  been  sufficient  to  have 
insured  a  domestic  su]^ly ;  bat  the  reports  of  the 
Treasury  present  us  with  facts  which  call  for  im- 
mediate and  efficient  interference.  In  1818,  the 
importation  of  bar  iron  exceeded  sixteen  thoo- 
sand  tons ;  in  1819,  it  anwimted  to  near  twmty 
tbounnd.  The  decrease  of  ad  valorem  importa- 
tions in  this  year  has  exceeded  ^19,000,000,  while 
the  increase  of  bar  iron  has  been  near  four  thousand 
tons.  Comparing  it  with  cotton,  there  are  many 
more  national  reasons  for  its  protection :  the  mate- 
rials of  one  can  be  exported,  but  the  other  cannot ; 
we  send  out  of  the  country  near  $2,000,000  an- 
nually, for  an  article  we  could  make  at  home,  and 
out  of  materials  perfectly  worthless  in  themsdves. 
The  rate  of  duty  is  not  unreasonable  in  itself,  or 
disproportionate  to  other  items  in  this  biU  or  the 
olo  tariff.  On  the  first  of  this  month  the  whole- 
sale price  of  it  wa^  according  to  the  New  York 
and  Philadelphia  prices  current,  from  one  hundred 
to  one  hundred  and  ten  dollars  a  ton.  Calculating 
on  the  price  al  the  piace  of  importation,  the  fair- 
eat  moae  of  fiiingan  ad  valorran  duty,  it  would  be 
only  twenty-five  per  cenU,  the  same  as  on  cottons 
and  woollens  now,  and  eight  per  cent,  less  than  is 
proposed — five  less  than  on  feather  and  paper,  in 
the  present,  and  lea  less  than  is  proposed  in  this 
bill  on  the  former.  Considering  it  as  an  article 
abandoned  in  the  former  tariff — that  what  will  re- 
store the  declining  will  not  reanimate  the  dead — 
that,  in  the  embarrassment  and  distress  of  Che  last 
year,  the  importations  have  rapidly  increased, 
while  others  diminish,  I  confideatly  nope  that,  in 
iflbcdmg  to  this  a  [votectioii  equal  to  other  arti- 


cles, no  objection  will  or  can  be  made  by  those 
who  profess  to  be  friendly  to  the  system. 

Iron  is  certainly  bd  article  of  necessity,  but  not 
more  so  than  clothing.  It  is  called  a  raw  mate- 
rial ;  we  would  as  soon  apply  this  term  to  a  ball 
of  cotton  yarn  or  a  piece  of  broad  cloth.  This 
word  raw  material  is  strangely  misunderstood. 
The  glass-cutter  calls  plain  glass ;  the  iron- 
founder  pi^ ;  the  rope-maaer  hemp  and  flax ;  the 
copper-smith  and  brazier  brass  and  copper  in 
sheets  and  still  bottoms,  rew  mataials ;  while  the 
makers  of  these  articles  call  them  manufactures, 
and  petition  for  protection-  I  believe  the  safer 
rule  IS  to  consider  that  which  is  taken  from  Ihe 
earth  as  the  raw  material,  and  every  change  in  its 
form  or  value,  by  labor,  as  a  manuMCtuic,  cqaally 
entitled  to  encouragement.  It  is  certainly  true 
policy  to  afford  it  to  every  thing  which  can  be 
made  at  home,  especially  when  the  material  can 
never  become  an  article  of  export;  the  extent  of 
the  protection  to  be  regulated  by  the  amount  of 
importation — -the  deficiency  of  rereDQC  su^^lied 
by  an  excise  on  the  numnfacture  protected.  The 
increased  duty  on  mdasses  has  excited  much  tvp- 
position  and  some  feeling  of  those  who  seem  to 
consider  it  partial  and  oppressive.  I  must  ask  a 
candid  review  of  the  principle  on  which  thia  bill 
has  been  framed,  the  situation  in  which  the  com- 
mittee has  been  placed,  and,  with  an  assurance 
that  no  feelings  of  mine  can  be  sratified  by  bear- 
ing hard  on  my  native  cotmtry,  heq  them  to  look 
at  this  item  on  national  grotmds.  Pressed  with 
petitions  from  erery  class  of  mannhctares,  pray- 
ing for  high  duties  on  foreign  articles  which 
interfered  with  theirs;  sensible  that  somediinf 
ought  to  be  done,  yet  beset  with  difficulties  on  aS 
sides,  imaided  and  alone,  yrt  wen  thrown  on  a 
forlorn  hope.  A  partial,  local  system  would  have 
insured  its  own  defeat ;  a  general  one  might  im- 
pair the  revenue.  To  avoid  that,  to  shape  our 
course  lo  meet  the  interests  of  a  nation  so  widely 
his,  one  mif[ht  atmosi  say  twenty- 
nations,  divided  at  least  uto  great 
BBcuuus,  Bume  engaged  almost  exclusively  in  a^- 
culture,  some  in  commercial  and  mannfactunng 
pursuits,  and  some  in  all,  was  attended  with  un- 
common trouble.  We  are  not  disappoiiitfd  in 
finding  other  motives  attributed  to  us,  bat  dis- 
claimed, which  are  not  founded  on  the  general 
Srinciples  avowed  by  as.  In  proposing  increased 
utiea  on  the  various  articles  in  this  bill,  there 
few,  if  any,  on  which  so  many]  reasons 
could  be  brought  to  bear.  The  article  is  bulky, 
cannot  be  smuggled,  and  aids  the  revenue.  The 
transportation  of  it  fnxn  the  South  employs  as 
much  shipping  as  from  the  West  Indies.  It  can-  . 
~~t  injure  commerce;  still  less  so,  if  you  adopt 
e  navimtion  act  which  stops  the  intercoutse 
ith  the  British  islands.  View  it  as  a  produce  of 
the  soil  or  a  manufactare,  it  is  as  mnch  entitled 
to  protection  as  any  other.  This  bill  tends  to 
essentially  aid  the  mann&cmres  of  the  Nortkera 
and  MidiUe  States;  it  b  but  fair  that  theyshonld 
exchange  them  for  the  productions  of  the  South; 
buy  from  their  customer^  their  friends,  and  com- 
trymen.    As  an  article  of  domestic  conmnptioD, 
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it  ia  net  of  ranch  importance ;  to  a  family  which 
consomes  twenty  gallons  in  a  year,  the  incieased 
doty  is  one  dollar.  The  wages  of  the  child  em- 
ployed in  a  factory  put  in  operation  by  Ibis  bill, 
which  would  otherwise  be  idle,  wonld  pay  it  in 
two  days.  If  distilled,  and  the  spirits  exported, 
there  is  a  drawback  of  the  duty ;  if  for  home  con- 
mroption,  the  fairness  of  the  duty  is  at  once  appa- 
rent 

The  preaeni  duty  on  a  gallon  of  the  lowest 
proof  ram  is  42  oaiis ;  if  distilled  from  molasses, 
It  now  pays  7^ ;  at  the  proposed  rate,  15 ;  there 
can  be  no  rational  reason  for  this  great  difference, 
when  an  article  of  consumption  is  made  from  a 
foreign  material  which  can  be  prodaced  at  home. 
If  the  domestic  prodncl  is  encouraged,  the  spirit 
distilled  is  duty  tree.  With  these  strong  reasons, 
the  committee  coold  not  oTerlook  this  article;  my 
mind  is  not  better  satisfied  with  any  one  in  the 
bill.  We  could  not,  with  any  justice  lo  ourselves, 
lecommend  to  the  House  a  system  which  should 
not  embrace,  as  &r  as  practicable,  the  intorest  of 
all  alike;  it  is  in  rain  to  expect  the  coocuirence 
of  such  a  bodv  as  this  to  any  tneasnre  of  partial 
operation.  Take  any  one  item  in  this  bilL^  some 
part  of  the  country  will  object  to  it,  and  if  con- 
fined to  one  alone,  there  woirid  be  a  majority 
against  every  me. 

Gentlemen  must  look  to  the  whole,  and  not 
confine  their  inquiries  to  what  bean  hard  on  sec- 
lional  interest;  extend  them  to  the  benefits  de- 
rived ;  TiewCd  in  this  light,  the  balance  will  not 
be  found  against  the  part  of  the  country  from 
which  the  op^Kwition  lo  this  duty  prinoipally 
comes.  An  increased  duty  of  fire  cents  a  bOEhel 
is  proposed  on  sale ;  most  of  the  reasons  which 
ap^y  to  others  will  lo  this  article,  but  there  are 
some  which  do  so  exclusively ;  if  it  is  at  all  sound 
policy  to  command  the  consumption  of  out  arti- 
cles of  necessity,  it  is  emphatically  so  of  this, 
wiuoh  can  be  made  anywhere,  and  for  which,  in 
a  cesaaiion  of  eommetoialintereotiTse,  a  most  enor- 
mous price  is  imposed.  It  is  a  maDufactore,  the 
raw  material  of  wnicb  is  the  ocean,  the  principal 
machinery  the  fire ;  natare  does  the  greatest  part 
of  the  labor.  It  is  an  important  item  of  tsventie. 
The  present  price  in  the  interior  is  from  one  ddlBT 
toonedt^r  and  fifty  c«nts  per  bushel;  on  the  sea- 
coas^sayTO  cents;  it  is  said  that  such  a  duty 
ahootd  be  laid  as  may  tend  in  some  measuTe  to 
equalize  the  cost  to  the  consumer.*  The  duty 
on  splits  is  not  altered ;  it  is  an  important  source 
of  renniue,  and  cannot  be  spared  ;  the  present  rate 
is  high ;  the  committee  wicAed  to  have  increased 
it  to  prohilntion ;  but  it  wa*  not  in  their  province 
to  salmit  an  exctise  to  supply  the  deficit  ot  rcve- 
ntie.  Wa  welt  know  that  to  take,  in  one  item, 
8,600,000  dollars  from  an  already  exhausted  trea- 
surv,  would  destroy  the  whole  bill ;  yet  I  feel 
antWixed  to  say  diat  nooe  would  more  eheerfliDy 
coneur  in  the  ptohilrition  ol  fiweign  spirits,  and 
an  excite  on  domestic,  tluu)  the  Committee  of 

■  The  boBnties  on  the  ftsheties  were  increawd  b*  an 
MModiiMnt  lo  file  Ull,  SB  per  cent.,  on  aceonnl  oi  the 
iDCNOsad  dnty  on  mH. 


bill  printed  in  italics,  except  brown  sagar  and  mo- 
lasses ;  this  list  was  furnished  to  us,  with  a  riew 
to  revenue,  by  a  gentleman  whose  situation  brought 
that  subject  under  his  consideration ;  for  any  other 
purpose  we  have  no  anxiety  to  retain  them. 

The  fourth  section  allows  a  drawback  of  the 
dutyontinandcopperwhenmadeup  and  exported; 
this  is  a  new  feature  in  our  system,  but  deemed 
necessary  for  the  double  purpose  of  aiding  the 
manufactures  and  commerce  of  the  conniry.  It 
would  have  beei)  extended  to  other  articles,  but  it 
was  thoDght  better  not  to  make  the  bill  too  etnn- 
plicated,  or  to  go  too  much  into  detail.  The  foun- 
dation once  laid,  it  can  be  built  on  hereafter.  The 
manufacture  of  these  articles  for  the  West  India 
market,  would  be  a  source  of  employmeDt  to  our 
labor,  and  profit  to  the  «nployer,  if  enabled  to  com- 
pete with  the  same  articles  made  and  imported  by 
others.  With  a  duty  of  twenty  per  cent,  our  work- 
mm  would  be  excluded ;  with  this  drawlmck,  they 
come  in  on  equal  terms.  These  articles  present 
the  commenconent  of  a  system  which  we  must 
some  day  adopt,  and  which  will  make  the  founda- 
tion of  our  prosperity  unshaken.  It  consists  in 
imposing  such  an  import  duty  as  will  secure  us 
our  home  consumption;  anexciseon  consumption, 
(for  revenue;)  on  the  exportation,  a  drawback  of 
excise  ;  thus  making  the  mannf^cture  of  one  ar- 
ticle exemplify  thepolicyand  all  the  great  objects 
of  Oovemment.  The  r«naindet  of  the  bill,  except 
the  9lh  and  lOtfa  sectiobs.  is  copied  from  the  pres- 
ent law;  those  sections  nave  been  inserted  with 
the  sole  view  of  guarding  against  frauds  which 
exist  to  a  very  great  extent,  and  which,  if  not 
cheeked,  will  comfrietely  counteract  principles  of 
vital  importance  to  the  system  we  have  recom- 
mended. Feais  have  been  entertained  that  the 
10th  section  will  be  injurious  to  the  fair  commerce 
of  the  conauy.  It  is  not  so  intended,  and  can  be 
so  modified  as  to  secure  the  objects  of  the  com- 
mittee, without  injuring  an  interest  equally  worUiy 
of  national  protection  as  the  one  I  am  advocating. 
If  it  cannot,  I  wiE  consent  to  strike  it  out,  for  I  am 
no  enemy  to  commerce.*  This  is  not  the  time  to 
make  ^^essions  ;  they  will  not  he  believed  till 
the  excit«neni  occasioned  by  this  and  the  other 
bills  reported  by  the  committee  shall  hare  subsided ; 
when  they  ere  calmly  examined,  tha«  wilt  be 
found  no  evidence  of  a  disposition  to  protect  one 
at  the  expense  of  the  other  great  interests  of  the 
nation  :  all  are  alike  depressed,  presenting  equal 
claims  on  a  govemmeat  designed  for  the  common 
benefit;  struggling  against  foreign  competition 
and  regulations ;  all  parts  of  the  country  require 
your  protection.  The  committee,  adopting  the 
opinion  of  the  Treasury^  that  this  was  ine  proper 
time  to  efi'eot  a  change  in  onr  internal  rdations, 
have  not,  in  recommending  this  measure,  over- 
looked these  interests.  It  makes  ample  provision 
for  revenue;  if  the  imports  continue  the  same  as 
in  1818,  the  kicreased  duties  add  (^,800,000,    It 
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mutt  be  nwller  of  coajeeiure,  how  far  the  dioun- 
ished  importation  will  equal  or  exceed  the  increased 
duties;  if  the  system  of^imports  is  alooe  to  be  re- 
lied on,  if  you  will  lesort  to  no  other,  it  is  your 
duty  to  make  the  most  of  it ;  not  to  attempt  to  sup- 
port it  by  loans  and  taking  the  Sinking  Fund,  as 
proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
If  you  will  cling  lo  it,  I  hope  you  will  not  reject 
this  bill  because  it  aids  manufactures  as  well  as 
revenue ;  that  those  who  are  so  sensitive  on  the 
state  of  the  Treasury,  and  object  to  this,  will  pro- 
pose a  better  mode  of  apportioning  the  burdens  on 
the  consumer.  Pass  this  bill,  reduce  the  credits 
of  the  cusioiD-houEe,  impose  a  duty  on  auction 
sales — vou  want  no  loan  ;  the  cry  of  revenue  will 
be  hushed  by  an  union  of  those  who  wish  to  fill 
the  Treasury  and  protect  our  own  industry.  But 
we  onderstand  each  other  very  well:  revenue  is 
one  of  the  alarm  bells  to  defeat  this  bill ;  those 
who  raise  it,  well  know,  that  for  the  present  it 
makes  ample  provision,  but  that  for  the  future  a 
new  system  must  be  adopted;  one  which  must 
combine  the  protection  of  the  great  interest  which 
they  oppose.  As  it  is  inevitable,  it  is  better  to 
come  to  it  gradually ;  if  postponed  till  the  voice  of 
the  country  makes  an  imperative  call,  do  not 
blame  us  if  the  rerulaion  is  sudden,  and  the  shock 
violent. 

In  five  short  years  your  impost  has  diminiElied 
from  thirty-six  millions  lo  sixteen,  more  than  three 
millions  of  which  is  now  in  suit.  Your  expendi- 
tures are  twent)[-six  millions  in  a  stale  of  peace. 
It  requires  no  spirit  of  prophecy  to  tell  that  tne  in- 
come will  not  meet  (he  expenses ;  you  must  reaort 
to  new  means;  to  internal  tain,  to  excise.  In 
using  thesewonls  I  will  not  be  misunderstood :  by 
internal  taxes  I  mean  not  direct  ones  on  land,  but 
on  auctions,  pleasure  carriages,  watches,  expensive 
furniture,  &c. ;  in  other  words,  those  taxes  on  the 
rich  and  money-making  classes  of  society,  which 
were  repealed  two  years  ago,  when  a  temporary 
overfiowing  of  the  Treasury  induced  you  to  aban- 
don the  original  financial  system  of  revenue,  and 
trust  alone  In  imposts.  By  excise  I  mean  a  tax 
on  the  domestic  manufacture  which  is  protected 
from  foreign  competition.  Excise  has  been  an 
odious  term,  but  it  will  toon  be  understood  and 
divested  of  its  terrors.  To  the  consumer  it  makes 
no  difference  whether  he^ys  to  the  merchant  two 
dollars  impost  on  a  pair  of  boots,  or  the  same 
amount  or  excise  to  a  shoemaker ;  to  a  farmer, 
whether  he  pays  five  dollars  impost  on  bis  coat,  or 
five  dollars  excise  to  the  manufiictuter.  There  is, 
indeed,  one  difference,  and  that  contains  the  sum 
and  substance  of  political  economy — he  can  pay 
the  manufacturer  in  wool  and  provisions.  The 
merchant  he  must  pay  in  money ;  he  must  remit 
it  to  England:  she  excludes  our  produce  and  raw 
materials.  This  illustrates  the  difference  between 
impost  and  excise;  the  first  turns  the  whole  at- 
tention of  the  Government  to  encourage  the  im- 
portation of  foreign  productions,  as  the  means  of 
imposing  a  tax  on  the  consumer.  If  the  country 
commands  its  own  consumption,  importation  and 
imposts  cease ;  now  every  thing  becomes  subser- 
vient to  revenue  and  to  commerce,  as  the  means 


of  transporting  the  instruments  of  taxation.  Sneh 
a  system  necessarily  checks,  if  not  destroys,  onr 
internal  industry.    Domestic  manufactures  paying 

0  tax,  the  encouragement  of  foreign,  is  the  ine- 
itable  consequence. 

Whether  this  system  is  beneficial  to  the  nation, 

1  no  longer  a  matter  of  opinion,  bat  of  history. 
The  late  war  totally  destroyed  the  impost* ;  yon 

left  without  revenue ;  foreign  impcHTtatioD 

Off,  the  manufactures  of  the  country  qirang 

up  and  flourished.  Amid  all  tbeprea>ureandi»i- 
vations  of  the  war,  the  people  grew  rich  and  were 
able  to  pay  Uies  to  the  amount  of  91^000,000  in 
one  year.  How  much  conld  they  afiord  to  pay 
now  1  The  pe«ce  found  the  national  reaourco 
untouched,  the  nation  strong,  and  the  people  eon- 
tented  :  while  the  war  duties  continued,  thoe  were 
no  complaints ;  revenue  was  abandant:  coounerce 
flourished;  manufacmresprospeRd:  brmeta rolled 
in  wealth ;  not  a  marmnr  waa  h«ard  againat  taxes ; 
even  when  yofi  repealed  them,  there  was  but  one 
solitary  petition  on  your  table  praying  for  the  mea- 
sure. It  was  most  strange,  after  this  experience  of 
the  salutary  effects  of  the  tnen  state  of  ihioes,  that 
there  should  have  been  a  recurrence  to  ue  old 

Srstem,  which  must  be  again  afaandcHied  on  every 
uciuation  of  our  commerce  and  foteif^n  relattona, 
which  can  never  be  pemument,  but  ism  its  natuie 
tempotary;  resuttiiifcfi'om  the  dupter  of  accidents, 
relied  on  by  no  nation  but  ours,  and  b^  us  found 
insufficient  by  experience.  Even  at  thu  moment, 
when  our  opponents  are  so  alarmed  about  it,  we 
have  made  up  our  minds  to  vole  for  a  loan  after 
this  bill  should  have  been  defeated,  for  fear  it  will 
impair  this  noble  and  beautiful  system  of  impost. 
You  will,  before  yon  adjourn,  contradict  your  de- 
claration, that  the  system  is  good,  and  the  revenue 
sound,  by  a  "be  it  enacted/'  and  the  l^[islative 
declarations  of  the  three  branches  of  Oovemmeot 
pronounce  that  it  is  found  wanting.  This  is  no 
time  for  concealment;  the  House  will  not  under- 
stand me  as  attempting  to  disguise  my  views  on 


consumption ;  the  system  of  revenue  must  be 
changed ;  part  impost,  part  excise.  While  you 
rely  exclusively  on  the  first,  it  is  in  vain  lo  expect 
that  sound  measures  of  national  policy  can  era  be 
adopted.  A  temporary  check  on  foreign  importa- 
tion may,  for  a  tune,  give  a  favorable  turn  to  the 
labor  of  the  nation ;  out,  in  their  recurrence,  our 
establish  meets  must  fall.  Do  nothing,  or  do  some- 
thing permanent  and  efficient,  so  that  there  mar 
be  some  assurance  that  the  national  industry  will 
not  be  exposed  lo  abandonment  by  every  varying 
motion  of  foreign  policy.  Reatore  a  confidence 
now  destroyed :  Dottom  your  revenue  on  the  man- 
ufacture* of  the  country ;  then  both  are  placed  on 
a  foundation  which  combines  the  support  of  the 
Government  with  the  best  Intoresls  of  the  nation. 
We  are  told  that  this  Idll  will  destroy  commMce : 
this  is  not  an  unexpected  alarm;  it  wna  raised 
when  the  last  tariff  was  passed  ;  it  is  equally  loud 
when  any  measure  is  proposed  which  adds  a  cent 
or  a  dollar  to  a  duW  on  importation.  Joined  with 
smuggling  we  shall  always  hear  the  cry  rapeated. 
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when  an;  measnre  is  proposed  not  tending  to  the 
excliuire  beueSt  uf  tb^t  mterest.  I  had  indulged 
a  hope,  ihat,  at  this  time,  when  the  commerce  of 
the  country  was  sis  ^lostrete  as  onr  mutufaetures, 
when  both  are  pressuig  us  for  protection  ftom  the 
same  dangers,  thai  it«  irienda  woald  hare  made 
common  cause,  and  joined  in  a  common  stru^le 
for  self-preserration.  The  hope  was  not  a  sangume 
one }  commerce  has  been  loo  loiu:  a  pet,  the  spoiled 
child  of  Governmeni,  to  think  there  are  any  other 
interest*  worth  protecting.  The  mere  creature  of 
legislation,  raised  to  importance  by  otir  laws  and 
the  expenditure  of  a  grat  portion  of  our  revenue 
for  ita  snp{iott,  commerce  has  presented  herself  ts 
the  Atlas  which  supports  the  Government,  the 
country,  and  all  its  great  interests ;  now,  it  seems, 
she  cannot  support  herself.  Yet,  while  approaching 
Tou  in  a  suppliant  posture,  praying  for  a  baakrupt 
law,  to  save  her  merchants,  navigation  acts,  her 
'  '  '  ig,  she  still  retains  the  spirit,  still  thinks  thai 
St  be  for  her  benefit;  boldly  claim- 
log  me  Tignis  oi  primogeniture  j  loudlv  protesting 
that  any  thing  done  for  the  other  children  of  the 
nation  isher  destruction.  While  this  is  commerce, 
"  I  am  against  it ;"  but  if  she  claims  equal  protec- 
lion,  or  even  a  double  portion  in  her  favor,  I  will 

£im  far  as  any  man  in  this  House  to  support  the 
Dade  of  the  country. 
InnportanI  as  I  think  mannfacturee,  commerce 
is  no  less  so ;  but  1  must  be  understood  as  not 
meaoiog  thai  commerce  which  is  confined  to  the 
export  of  raw  materials  and  the  import  of  manu- 
factures forborne  consumption,  which  adds  nothing 
to  the  labor  and  wealth  of  the  nation ;  only  draws 
irom  the  consumer  what  he  oa«ht  to  retain  B-t 
home — our  resources  to  enrich  other  nations  ;  but 
that  commerce  which,  by  the  carrying  trade,  the 
export  of  foreign  produce,  and  ou^  own  manufac- 
tuiea,  draws  wealth  from  others  to  us;  equally 
protnotiiur  the  gieat  intereats  of  the  country.  The 
friends  of  commerce  mar  boast  of  it*  importance 
and  profits,  yet  they  well  know  that  even  to  the 
.merchant,  toe  export  of  proriaiona,  and  import  of 
Koods  fot  domeatic  consumption,  has  been  a  losing 
bosiness.  Examine  tbeir  ledzers  for  the  last  thirty 
years ;  they  will  find  it  would  have  been  cheaper 
to  have  bought  bills  than  to  remit  produce.  1  well 
know  that  the  export  of  produce  down  the  Ohio 
has  bera  unproductive ;  the  first  price  has  never 
came  back  to  our  country.  The  hbtorv  of  thi 
country,  the  public  documents  on  your  table,  provi. 
the  &ct  as  to  (he  seaports,  ^t  the  only  profitable 
conuneree  has  been  the  carrying  trade;  the 
export,  the  drawback  svstem,  the  same  for  which  a 
permanent  foundation  nas  been  laid  in  this  bill. 

It  b  admitted  that  the  flouri^ing  period  of  our 
commerce  was  from  1803  to  1812,  the  best  years 
leod  and  1807 ;  it  has  been  declming  since  the 
peace— 1816  and  1817  very  bad  years ;  the  worst 
was  1818 ;  ]ret  the  aveiage  amooot  of  exports  for 
the  first  period  was  less  than  in  1818  by  one  mil- 
lion. Thne  was  (his  rtmarkaUe  difi'erence : 
Ftom  1S03  to  I8I2  the  averag*  export*  amoanted  to 
•69,171,000 

D(meaticprodnea,«88,167,000;lbrrigii    8],01i,00O 
1818,  whole  amonnt  of  axporta  70,li),000 


1807,  10,493,000;  "  9,SBG,000 

ISie,  revenue  rsc'd  36,a3!t,000 ;  dnwb'ki    a,U3,000 
ISie,  83,786,000 ;         "         4,830,000 

1SI7,  33,088,000;         "         3,037,000 

These  facts  present  you  with  a  history,  and  ac- 
unl  for  the  rise  and  decline  of  commerce  as  well 
as  manuiac  lures ;  they  require  no  comment,  bat 
afibrd  much  for  reflection:  they  show  the  kind  of 
conuneree  worttk  protecting,  in  which  I  will  be 
behindnoonealallhazaids.erenofa  war.  Lett 
now  ordy  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  export  of  our 
produce  and  the  importation  of  articles  for  con- 
sumption, we  are  losing  the  carrving  trade — not  for 
the  want  of  laws  to  protect  it,  but  Tor  this  evident 
reason,  that  the  commercialnations  of  Europe  can 
be  their  own  carriers,  import  d|reclly  from  their 
colonies:  theyare  not  to  bediveited  by  naviga- 
tion acts  ;  other  means  must  be  adopted  to  restore 
commerce  and  give  employment  lo  our  ship- 
ping. Wemust  do  as  all  other  nations  have  done — 
make  ourselves  carriers  by  creatin^^  materials  for 
trade.  None  ever  become  so  by  being  the  consu- 
mers of  the  manu&cturea  of  oUiers,  In  a  settled 
state  of  things,  commerce  cannot  exist  without 
tnanubetures — the  one  is  the  basis  and  aflbrds  the 
materiab  of  the  other.  While  it  is  ibot^hi  bad 
policy  to  supply  ourselves,  we  cannot  expect  to 
ipply  others :  it  is  in  vain  to  hope  for  employment 
t  our  ships  when  we  have  nothing  to  export 
which  will  pay  expenses ;  equally  vain  lo  place 
our  faith  in  measures  intended  to  coerce  its  em- 
ployment by  other  nations,  in  opposition  to  tbeir 
interest     Ships,  commerce,  and  colonies,  is  their 


maxim.    It  would  be  oi 


a  like  circumatanees. 


cainly  difficult  to  divine.  Their  simation  is  not 
more  enviable  than  that  of  the  other  great  inter- 
ests. The  ports  of  Europe  and  the  British  West 
Indies  are  closed  against  their  [vovisioos:  some 
are  actually  imported  for  our  own  consumption. 
Havana  has  been  a  good  market :  the  last  accounts 
from  that  place  re|««sent  the  market  completely 
rintted  witn  provisions.  RiceduU  at  five  dollars ; 
lour  thirteen  dollars,  dutiea  nine  dollars ;  upwards 
of  twenty  thousand  barrels  had  arrived  there  from. 
ports  in  France,  and  trom  St.  Andero,  in  Spain, 
and  further  supplies  expected  from  the  same  quar- 
ter. Wheat  in  the  interior  thirty-seven  and  a  half 
cents  a  bushel ;  fiour  at  your  farms  three  dollars, 
and  four  dollars  in  the  seaports ;  excluded  from 
forei^  markets,  you  complain  that  we  are  about 
creating  a  domestic  one. 

Thus  it  is  when  the  lime  has  arrived  in  which 
all  the  great  interests  in  the  country,  being  equally 
prostrate,  and  one  general  scene  of  distress  per- 
vading all  its  parts,  there  was  a  reasonable  hope 
of  a  union  of  senUment,  and  a  common  effort  to 
restore  ud  to  what  we  were.  When  the  path  we 
propose  is  consistent  with  the  experience  of  alt 
nations  as  well  as  our  own,  we  are  met  on  all 
sides  with  the  chilling  cry  oi—L*  tw  alone  ;  Imm 
fit  lo  nffubtU  tmetdvtt.  You  have  r^ulated  yonr- 
selves  till  legislation  is  necessary  to  restore.    Rc- 
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member,  if  the  revenue  has  failed, 
without  employmeot,  and  agriculture  has  no 
market,  manufactures  have  not  caused  it.  One 
would  think,  in  hearing  the  various  cries  of  danger 
from  this  source,  ^hat  they  were  progressing  with 
giant  strides  till  their  interest  had  become  a  Brob- 
dignagian  among  the  Lillipnts.  It  seems  to  be 
forgotten  that  it  ts  writhing  almost  in  the  agonies 
ot  death;  far  tVom  being  aole  to  injure  others,  it 
cannot  save  itself;  and  it  is  as  low  as  its  wont 
enemies  could  wish  it.  AUhavealikesunk  beneath 
the  effects  of  forei^  policy,  and  your  indifference : 
laid  low  alike,  struggling  side  by  side.  The  three 
great  interestsof  the  country  are  to  bereatored  only 
Sv  your  interference ;  they  call  on  you  in  sepul- 
cbral  tones,  equally  to  warn  you  of  past  errors  and 
imploring  for  future  aid.  Bot,  sir,  listen  to  all 
alike;  do  not  let  revenue,  crying  for  a  loan,  com- 
merce for  bankrupt  and  navigation  acts,  drown  the 
voice  of  manufactures,  asking  for  protection.  Do 
not.al^er  imparting  your  favors  witn  a  liberal  hand 
to  the  others,  reply  to  the  calls  of  this  great  inter- 
est— "  regulate  yourselves."  You  willnot  say  so 
to  commerce:  you  will  give  her  regulations,  and 
enter  on  a  legislative  commercial  war  for  her  p«- 
teclion.  But  you  will  poorly  answer  to  the  nation 
for  your  partiality — that  it  is  of  no  national 
portaace  who  produces,  raises,  or  makes  our  articles 
of  coDsumntion ;  that  may  regulate  itsdf :  it  i 
alone  worthy  of  our  interference,  who  shall  brini 
them  here  from  foreign  countries.    That  we  wil 

We  have  been  called  on  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  CardiitB  for  the  evidence  on  which  the 
committee  hare  acted.  Of  the  description  re- 
ferred to  in  his  resolution  we  have  none ;  and  1 
tdl  the  gentleman  plainly,  that  the  Committee  of 
Mftnufafittireshaveiiolacted,Bndwonldnotact,on 
the  statement,  or  even  the  affidavits,  of  interested 
persons.  Others  may  make  motives  fat  \u — but  we 
ehall  not  avow  what  we  disdain.  I  refer  him,  for 
the  information  on  which  we  have  acted,  to  the 
commercial  codes  of  other  countries — onrown  offi- 
cial documents  from  the  Treasury ;  to  the  able 
reports  of  the  Committee  of  Commerce,  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  to  one  woich  de- 
serves particular  notice,  irom  being  presented  by 
himself;  the  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
VfajB  and  Means  in  1816.  I  repent  it,  that  the 
profits  of  manufactures  had  not  been  our  leading 
motive,  but  the  public  national  interest;  this  na- 
tion must  command  its  own  ctHusumptioD  and  the 
means  of  defence.  The  Treasury  report  tells  us 
that  the  ad  vahnvn  Imports  of  1818,  are  (68,000,- 
000,  our  domestic  ezpoiU  only  950,000,000.  This 
must  be  changed;  we  must  buy  less  than  wc  sell. 
There  is  one  domestic  mA  on  political  economy, 
better  than  any  imported ;  containing  more  sound 
political  maximt  thui  any  I  ever  read.  The  alma- 
Bae«  of  "Richard  Saunders."  He  says,  "  if  ytm 
keep  taking  out  of  the  meal  cheat  and  pat  nothing 
in,  it  will  become  empty." 

This  is  the  stale  of  the  nation ;  an  enormous 
flood  of  importation  has  sw^  befon  it  tke  indus- 
try of  the  country ;  $36,000,000  of  inqiorte  a  year 
have  exhaoited  its  resources ;  it  is  literally  anpty. 


Look  where  you  will  you  will  And  property  de- 
pressed, produce  declining,  laborers  seekingemido7- 
ment ;  nothingincreasiog  but  debts  and  suits, and 
forced  sales.  The  sound  of  a  hammer  does  not 
disturb  you,  unless  the  constable's,  sheriff's,  or  auc- 
tioneer's. If  the  petitions  on  your  table  do  not 
g've  you  the  true  cause  of  this ;  if,  iriien  mana- 
cturers  and  formers  are  joining  in  their  applica- 
tions for  the  protection  of  national  industry,  you 
want  other  evidence  of  the  general  distress;  let 
each  member  of  this  House  say  what  is  the  situa- 
tion  of  his  own  district.  Many  of  them  have  seen 
manufactures  flourish;  did  farmers  then  suffer? 
Has  their  practical  operation  ever  been  injurious 
to  any  portion  of  the  country  ?  We  have  tried 
the  systems  of  supplying  ourselves  and  depending 
on  foreign  nations;  those  who  have  seen  the  effects 
of  both  can  best  judge  of  the  merits  of  this  hill. 
But  if  you  want  other  evidence  of  the  cause  of 
this  universal  distress,  and  to  find  out  an  efiectnal 
remedy,  do  not  disregard  the  unanimous  opinion 
of  the  Lrf^islature  of  New  York,  expressed  in  in- 
structions to  her  delegation  here.  This  is  the 
voice  of  3,200,000  freemen.  When  a  nation  thus 
complains,  we  are  not  to  inquire  if  women  and 
children  cry.  Pennsylvania  speaks  in  a  still  more 
decided  lone ;  not  of  instruction  or  complaint,  but 
of  a  etop  law  to  prevent  the  sale  of  real  and  per- 
sonal property  in  execution,  unless  it  sells  for  two- 
thirds  of  Its  appraised  value.  It  is  time  to  reflect 
wiien  such  a  State  speaks  in  language  like  thb. 
Five  years  ago  she  was  the  richest  in  the  Union ; 
her  i«>perty  wm  valued  tmder  your  authority  at 
346  millions ;  New  York  at  373  millions  ^  she 
has  been  and  yet  is  a  proud  State ;  fertile  m  re- 
sources, strong  in  her  ins^toiionB,  she  stood  the 
shock  of  the  Revolution,  the  eonsequent  peace, 
the  enkbargo,  and  the  late  war,  unhurt  But  she 
could  not  withstand  the  destruciioa  of  ha  manu- 
fiutures,  the  prostration  of  her  industry,  the  dduge 
of  importatian,  your  enormous  impo^ ;  she  has 
yielded  to  the  preasnre  of  general  distress,  and,  for 
the  first  time  in  her  history,  has  been  obligeid  to 
reaort  to  a  slop  bwto  save  the  persons  and  property 
of  her  citizens.  All  must  regret  ike  necessity ; 
the  odier  States  have  not  resorted  to  the  same 
measure ;  they  may  have  as  much  necesuty.  One 
county  in  Vii^inia,  I  see  by  the  paper  of  to-day, 
"^  ~  pasted  a  stop  law  of  its  own.  by  refusing  to 
lint  any  officers  to  enforce  the  collection  of 
B.  Sir,  this  state  ct  thing  affords  abundant 
evidence  of  the  necessity  of  your  acting.  You 
have  tried  the  present  system  till  all  the  interests 
of  the  country  are  alike  destroyed.  Give  this  one 
a  fail  trial ;  yon  can  be  no  worse,  unless  you  petv 
severe  in  a  policy  which  wu  ftmnded  on  a  state  of 
things  which  no  longer  exists ;  which  will  in- 
crease the  national  mstress  in  proportion  to  its 
continuance.  Adopt  a  system  founded  on  diose 
plain  praetteal  {ainciples  which  have  been  sanc- 
tioned by  experience,  and  can  never  be  destroyed 
by  a  itonn,  which  will  pass  the  country  uuhurt- 

TUtU. — Tbe  nsTigatiDn  sots  hava  Van  pui*d  i  the 
Wast  India,  with  one  disssntins  vota  in  the  Senats — 
in  tfaa  House,  bf  «  voU  of  aya*  U,  noa*  lUS ;  the 
Franch,  without  ducDMion,  or  ersn  a  divison  in  rither 
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HooM ;  there  wu  no  one  beard  in  tbe  Hoaw  of  Rep- 
reeeatativet.     Thii  fumiihci  a  good  praclicil  com- 
mentuy    od    Ihe    faiorite   tnuim   of  "leave   thiiiga 
■lone";  it  cannot  be  eipecteJ  to  pan  witbonl  com- 
ment.    "No  lubject  irill  better  explain  tbe  actual  policy 
of  this  GoTernment  in  relation  to  their  Internal  con- 
eami.     Tbe  French  naiigation  act  baa  been  called  for 
hy  (be  great  body  of  nwrcbanta,  who  eomidata  that 
the  Franch  turiff  exclndee  antira];  the  eni[«i;ment  of 
AnwTicMi  abipnug ;  to  eountersat  Ibia  we  have  im- 
pTTil  a  dntj  of  sigbteen  dollan  a  tea  on  Fnoch  *m- 
■■!>  arnviiig  afUr  the  lit  of  Jul;  next    It  ii  wdl  to 
eompece  tbe  diaeriauaatiag  dntia*  of  the  two  nttiou. 
Our  tonnage  dntj  ia  fijl;  eenta  light  moDej,  the  lame 
ia  all ;  one  dollar  ■  ton  on  fbraif  n  ihip* ;  the  French 
i*  ninetjcanta;  ten  eenta  le«a  than  her  ahtp*  pay  here. 
Tbe  French  dntj  moat  eomfdained  of  i*  on  the  import 
of  om  prodnee  ;  we  impoae  an  addition  to  the  ritee  of 
dntieeof  tan  per  cent,  on  all  goodi  importad  in  foreign 
iraaifila  of  those  nationi  who  have  no  convention  with 
ua>     Fiance  impoaea  on  cotton  a  dntj  itf  ibni  dolUia 
a  hnudtad  impacted  in  FroBoh  ahipe,  flf  o  dollar*  and 
tSty  eenta  in  foreign;  if  from  an  eaDepot,  five  in 
Preach,  five  dollar*  and  fifty  canta  ia  lorNgB  veaeelt. 
Tobacco,  in  Prendt  ahipe,  free ;  fi»«ign,  one  doUai  a 
hundred'     To  aeceiUio  who  ia  the  aggreaaoi  in  tbU 
conical,  who  fint  began  thia  diicrimioatian  an  ton- 
nage Mid  good*,  whether  it  ia  in  aelMcfence  or  from  a 
apirit  of  monopoly,  and  on  which  lide,  m^y  be  aoma 
tune  worthy  at  leaat  of  eiaminition.     If  the  conduct 
of  Prance  had  beannnproToked;  if  aba  firat  began  thii 
vrar&re,  and  we  ate  <»)  the  dcfenuve,  and  prefer  retal- 
iation to  redncement,  there  are  two  modea  of  connteiv 
acting  it ;  a  tonnage  duty  which  would  eidnde  French 
Aipping,  or  a  duty  on   their   manufaclare^  v^ich 
would  compel  them  to  reduce  their*  on  oar  raw  mate- 
lial.     The  fiiat  baa  bean  adopted  ;  itioperalioo  iaonly 
in  ft  vor  of  tbe  meccbant ;  the  aecond  waa  irjeciad  ;  it 
would  have  benefited  the  manufacturer  and  the  far- 
mwi  and  been  ol  egual  eerrice  to  oommarce.    The 
heavy  diicriminatiog  dnly  ia  on  our  produce,  not  toa- 
oage.     The  priodple  of  eqnal  protection  ahonld  have 
embraced  all  inlereata  alike ;  it  baa  boea  confined  to 
the  eanier,  the  producer,  and  tbe  manufacturer  baa 
been  overlooked.    The  rigbla  of  primogeniture  have 
been   ■uccenfiill;  eaaettcd,  and  nnanbiouily   aanc- 
tianed.    Will  Fiance  give  way,  or  retaliate  1     In  the 
latter  eveat,  let  the  agricultonet  look  to  the  eiclnson 
of  bit  prodnee ;  tbe  ihipping  intereit  can  only  be 
reached  tbrongh  tbe  prodneta  which  give  it  employ- 
ment; the  cotton  plantera  have  nnanimouilT  oppoaad 
the   protection  of  manaActurca,  and  advocated  the 
navigation  acta ;  they  have  tbiown  their  entire  weight 
intotbepealeofoomMeice.    Theeonaninptionof  th  ' 
cotton  wa*  nnwortfay  of  their  notice.    The  canyi 
of  it  baa  induced  thorn  to  join  in  a  oommardal  i 
which  may  tenoiaite   againat  their  intereet*.     ] 
Gallatin  aUt«  that  we  imported  *•  80,000,000  of  the 
produce  of  French  iaduatry,  more  than  Iwo-thirda  the 
produce  of  moilci  Bad  luiuiiea  manuftctured  at  Paiia, 
and  of  Lyona'  ailka,  exported  from  Havte,  eiclaaive 
of  wioea,  brandiea,  and  dried  fmita,  and  other  aitidea 
of  that  naluie."     One   would   think   that  thia   fut 
would  have  auuted  to  a  atatuman  the  point 
to  attack  Frence.    Exdade  her  mannfacturee  &am 
anr  market,  or  impoie  a  duty  equal  to  hen.    That, 
however,  teems  not  to  be  connatent  with  the  rule*  of 
nditlcal  ecbnomiatti  itwonid  give  emplaynent  to 
lafaorcra,  infoae  Ufa  and  new  apint  into  onr  menufae- 
—  ■       •     -        '  import  datiaa  would  ' 


the  price  of  the  raw  material  te  the  bnner,  d. 
it  to  the  conanmer  of  the  manofactuie ;  Iheae  are  oon< 
■ideration*  which  have  excited  no  itleDlion.  The 
great  national  contot  nan  ia,  whether  the  dulietihall 
be  the  eome,  whether  imported  in  French  or  American 
'jet  the  cotton,  tobacco,  and  rice  planter, 
llie  day  may  como  when  the  tugar  planter 
may  find  it  would  have  been  a*  well  to  have  exduded 
the  produce  of  tbe  Brltiab  iilanda  aa  the  carrying  of  it 
Britiib  veeaeli.] 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  rose,  after  Mr.  Bald- 
iM  concluded,  and  expressed  his  views  of  the  tar- 
iff, in  general  opposition  to  those  of  Mr.  B.,  as  re- 
gards the  merits  of  the  aystem  of  revenue  ftom 
imports,  but  without  denying  that  some  of  the 

S resent  duties  might  require  to  be  increased.  He 
id  not  howerer  go  br  into  the  general  question, 
hsTing  risen  to  move  an  amendment  in  the  fol- 
lowing clause: 

Fint  A  duty  of  ISj  per  centum  ad  valorem  on  all 
dying  drnga,  and  matonala  for  compoiing  dyea,  not 
anbject  to  other  rate*  of  duty ;  gam  arable,  gnm  aeite- 
gal,  aaltpetre,  jewelry,  gold,  ailver,  and  other  watchee , 
and  parte  ofwatchea;  gold  and  ailver  lace,  embroideir, 
and  epaulet* ;  predoa*  atone*,  and  peadi  of  all  kino, 
'  let;  Brialol  alonea  or  paete  work,  and  all 
ipoaed  wholly  or  chiefiy  of  gold,  ailver, 
pearl,  and  predoD*  atone*;  and  lace*,  laoe  vmla,  tace 
ahawla,  or  ahadea,  of  thread  or  ailk." 

The  amendment  was  to  strike  ont  the  word 
"  twelve,"  in  the  first  line,  for  the  purpose  of  insert- 
ing in  lieu  thereof  the  word  "  seven. 

Mr.  Clat,  after  paying  a  high  compliment  to 
the  ability  and  aubstantiaf  character  of  the  speech 
□f  Mr.  Baldwin,  said  that,  until  an  answer  was 

that  speech  at  least  attempted,  he  should  abstain 
from  engaging  in  the  support  of  the  general  prin- 
ciples of  the  bill.  At  present,  he  only  rose  to  say 
thAl  it  became  the  friends  of  the  manufacturing 
system  not  to  lend  themselves  with  too  much  fa- 
cility to  alterations  proposed  in  tbe  system  which 
has  been  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Manufac- 
tures. That  committee  bad,  with  a  patience  and 
industry  never  surpassed  in  this  House,  prepared 
end  reported  a  general  system.  Its  provisions  wae 
no  doubt  the  result  of  much  calculation ;  and,  if 
the  friends  of  Che  general  features  of  it  listened  to 
every  application  which  should  be  made  to  change 
this  or  that  particular  item,  the  effect  would  he, 
that  they  would  lose  the  whole.  Mr.  C.  then  made 
some  remarks  against  this  particular  motion. 

The  (question  waa  taken  on  Mr.  Shitb'h  motion, 
and  decided  in  the  o^ative  without  a  division. 

Mr.  SiLBSEB  next  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
striking  out  the  proviso,  which  is  in  the  following 
words: 

"PnaiUd,  Thatall cotton elolhi,Drclo(h»ofwhieh 
cotton  is  Bcomponentmaterial,  the  coit  of  which  attha 
place  whence  tmportad,  with  the  addition  of  SO  per 
centum,  if  imported  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or 
fi«m  place*  beyond  it ;  and  10  per  ceulnm  if  imported 


deemed  to  have  c 
hall  ha  charged  w 
Tim  motion  was  negatived — ayes  45. 
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Mr.  Suite,  of  MsT^Und,  then  moTcd  to  strike 
oat  the  following  proviso  of  the  bill : 

"Provided,  Thai  ill  linen  elolhi,  or  cloths  of  which 
linen  ii  t.  eompanent  mateiial,  from  whatever  place, 
tha  coct  of  which  at  the  place  whence  imported,  with 
the  addition  of  10  per  cenlum,  ihall  be  leu  than 
36  cent!  pet  cqaate  jni,  ibalt,  with  auch  adijilion,  be 
taken  and  deemed  to  have  coat  36  cent*  per  aquare 
;»td,  and  ihall  be  charged  with  dnty  aceordinglj." 

Mr.  Smitb  said  incidentallf,  (and  he  and  other 
sentlemen  repeated  ifae  suggestion  afterwards,) 
tnai  he  made  this  motion,  not  from  any  expecta- 
tion of  succeeding  in  the  proposition,  for,  from  the 
intimation  thrown  out  bv  the  honoTable  Speaker, 
he  perceived  that  the  till  must  be  taken  as  it 
stands,  and  that  it  was  in  vain  to  propose  any 

After  some  observations  from  Mi.  Ct^Y  and 
Mr.  BA.LnwiN  against  the  motion,  and  Mr.  Suitb 
and  Mr.  Lowndes  in  favor  of  it — 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Smith's  motion, 


reduce  the  proposed  duty  on  imported  coffee  from 
six  to  five  cents  per  lb.,  and  spoke  in  support  of  the 
motion.  After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  McLean, 
of  Kentucky,  against  it — 

This  motioD  also  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Meiob  moved  to  increase  the  duty  on  iron 
castings  from  one  dollar  and  a  half  to  three  dollars 


Mr.  Holmes  moved  to  reduce  the  duty  on 
bars  and  bolts,  except  iron  manufactured  by  rolling, 
from  the  proposed  amount  of  one  dollar  and  twen- 
ty-five cents  per  cwt.  to  one  dollar. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Kinbev,  an^ 
was  also  negatived. 

Mr.  Meios  moved  Co  amend  the  bill,  by  insert- 
ing a  duty  on  steam  machinery  imported,  of  thret 
dollars  per  hundred  weight. 

This  motion  was  also  negatived. 

Mr.  Kendall  moved  an  amendment,  theobjeci 
of  which  was  slightly  to  vary  the  duty  on  paper 
which  also  was  negatived. 

Mr.  SiLsnEE  moved  to  reduce  the  proposed  duty 
on  imported  molasses,  from  ten  to  five  cents  per 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Clay,  and 
supported  by  Mr,  Holmes,  with  much  good  humor 
on  both  sides.  It  was  also  supported  by  Mr.  Foot 
and  Mr.  Wbituan,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Butler, 
of  Louisiana.    It  was  negatived  by  a  large  ma- 


"■&, 


Tne  Committee  then  rose,  reported  progress,  and 
obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

Saturday,  April  22. 

Mr.  PiNCKNEY  offered  a  joint  resolutiou  direct- 
ing the  Secretary  of  State  to  transmit  one  copy  of 
the  Journal  of  tne  Convention,  which  formed  the 
Federal  Constitution,  to  each  of  the  memben  of 
that  Convention,  who  are  now  living. 

Mr  PiKCENEY'a  reason  for  offering  this  resolu- 
tion was,  that  the  surviving  members  of  the  Con- 


vention no  doubt  desired  to  have  copies  of  the 
Joornal,  but  none  were  to  be  purchased ;  and  he 
therefore  thought  it  proper  that  they  shoold  be 
furnished  from  the  copies  printed  for  the  puUic 

The  resolution  was  twice  read,  and  ordered  lo 
he  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  n#m.  eon. 

Mr.  Van  RE.fsSELAEB,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Afibirn,  to  which  was  referred  the  Mil 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Thomas  Hunter,"  reported  the  same  without 
amendment,  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a  Com- 

itiee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
establish  additional  land  offices  in  the  State  of 
Alabama,"  was  recommitted  to  the  Conmiittee  on 
the  Public  Lands. 

Mr,  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
relief  for  sick  and  disabled  seamen,"  reported  the 
same  with  amendments,  which  were  read,  and, 
toMther  with  the  hill,  otilered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Bills  from  the  Senate,  of  the  following  titles,  to 
wit:  1.  An  act  for  tberelief  of  Thomas  L.  Ogden 
and  others ;  2.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Matthew 
McNair ;  3.  An  act  authorizing  the  building  of 
a  certain  number  of  small  vessels  of  war ;  4.  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Leiper  j  and,  5.  An 
act  confirming  the  proceedings  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  village  of  Cahokia,  in  the  State  of  Illinois, 
in  laying  out  a  town,  on  the  commons  of  said  vil- 
lage ;  were  severally  read  twice  and  referred :  the 
first  and  second  lo  the  Committee  of  Claims ;  the 
third  totheCommttteeonNaval  Affaire;  the  fourth 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and  RevolnlioDary 
Claims ;  and  the  fifth  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands. 

The  bill  A:om  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
increase  the  allowance  to  the  judges  of  the  orphans' 
court,  in  the  counties  of  Washington  and  Alexan- 
dria," was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing 
the  sale  of  thirteen  sections  of  land  lying  withia 
the  land  district  of  Canton,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,', 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

REVISION  OF  THE  TARIFF. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itaelf  into  n 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  lo  regulate 
the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage. 

Mr.  8AUP80N,of  MBssachusetts,moved  toamend 
the  hill  by  reducing  the  propaied  duty  of  ten  cents 
per  gallon  on  molasses  tc '-'  —'■■-'■  — 


;  which  n 


Mr.  Class,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  by  inserting  a  duty  on  butter,  of  nine  cents  per 
pound ;  which  motion  was  agreed  lo. 

Mr.  HoLMEa  moved  to  reduce  the  proposed  duty 
on  imported  salt  from  twenty-five  to  twenty  cents 
per  bushel. 

This  motion  was  supported  at  some  length  by 
the  mover,  and  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Shith,  of 
Maryland,  and  SAWYBB,ofNorth  Carolina.  Means. 
Clay  and  McCoy  made  some  incidental  remarks, 
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The  motion  was  umtived — s}res  56, 

Tiie  bill  wu  amended,  on  motion  of  Ms.  Bau>~ 
WIN,  so  as  to  provide  foi  the  use  of  rach  hfdrome- 
tert,  in  determining  the  proof  of  spiritt,  u  the 
President  sh&U  prescribe. 

Mr.  Wendoveb  moved  to  amend  the  bill  b^ 
addiikg  to  the  duly  on  ahoes  of  leather,  silk,  &e., 
oa  shoes  ot  slippers  of  prunella,  or  other  materials, 
a  duly  of  forty-fiTe  cents  per  pair.  This  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Stboho,  of  New  York,  moved  to  increase 
the  duty  on  spirits  of  the  different  proofs  twenty 
cents  per  gallon;  the  bill  noposes  from  thirty' 
eight  to  seventy  cents  per  gulon,  according  to  the 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  opposed  the  motioa 
on  the  ground  that  it  would  amount  to  a  prohibi- 
tory duty,  which  it  was  not  proposed  at  present  to 
adopt.    The  motion  was  n^tived. 

Mr.  Stbonq  then  moved  an  increase  of  ten 
cents  per  gallon;  wbioh  motion  was  also  aega.' 

Mr.  SiLSBEE  moved  to  reduce  the  proposed  duty 
on  hyson  skin^  souchong,  and  all  othv  black  teas, 
from  twenty-nve  to  twenty  cents  per  pound. 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  submitted  a  number 
of  statements  and  iacts  to  show  that  the  ezistiDg 
discrimination  in  the  duty  on  bohea  and  black  teas 
permitted  an  evasion  of  the  higher  duty,  and  that 
the  duty  ought  to  be  the  same  on  all  those  teas,  to 
prevent  frauds,  &,c.  He  was  in  favor  of  Mr.  SiLS- 
sbb'b  motion. 

The  motion  was  negatived — ayes  34. 

Mr.  Wendoveb  moved  to  make  a  discriminating 
duly  on  these  teas,  by  making  the  duty  on  hyson 
skin  twenty-eight  cents  per  pound ;  which  was 
negatived. 

Sir.  Smith,  or  Maryland,  to  prevent  the  frauds 
carried  on  under  the  words  "  and  otiter  green  teas," 
moved  to  include  "  other  green  legs"  with  hyson 
and  young  hyson  in  a  duly  of  forty  cents  per  pound ; 
which  was  a^eed  to. 

The  Commillee  thai  proceeded  to  fill  up  the 
blanks  leR  in  the  bill  for  fizbg  the  duty  on'   ' 


"On  MadeirB,  Bargandy,  Champaif  n,  Rbeniih,  &bi] 
Tokay,  9l  par  gallon;  on  Sherry  and  SL  Ldcit,  60 
eeot*  a  gallon ;  oo  other  wine,  not  anDnieraled,  wh«n 


iBi|wtted  in  bottles  or  cases,  30  cants  por  gallon ; 
Liibofi,  Oporto,  and  on  other  wines  of  Foitagal,  sod 
those  of  Sicil;,  SO  canis  a  gallon ;  on  TeneriOe,  Faysl, 
and  other  wine*  of  the  Western  Islands,  80  cents ;  on 
all  other  winss,  wbeo  imported  otherwise  than  in  esses 
and  boltlM,  IB  cents." 

Mr.  Kejnoall  moved  to  strike  out  the  duty  of 
five  cents  pet  pound  on  oil  of  vitriol,  so  as  to  leave 
the  importation  of  it  free,  as  hefetofbre;  which 
was  n^atived. 

Mr.  WaiTiian  moved  so  to  amend  the  bill  as  to 
reduce  the  proposed  duty  on  printed  books  from 
twenty-five  to  twenty  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  and 
supported  his  motion  at  some  length.    The  reduc- 


tion was  supported,  also,  by  Mr.  HABDiN,wbo  was 
opposed  to  any  duty  on  the  importation  of  litera- 
ture, and  by  Mr.  Livebhobe,  and  was  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Kinbet,  Baldwin,  and  Clat,  on  the 
eraimd,  principally,  that  it  was  so  far  not  a  tax  on 
Etetature,  as  foreign  books  were  allowed  bv  the 
bill  to  be  imparted  duty  free,  for  philotopnical 
and  literary  societies,  academies,  colleges,  &c., 
and  that  the  proposed  duty  was  necessary  to  pro- 
tect the  business  of  prin  ting  and  publishing  in  this 
coimtty.  Mr.  Sergeant  entered  into  (he  discus- 
sion on  incidental  points,  and  was  in  favor  of  the 


The  It 
s53. 


!  finally  agreed  to— ayes  ( 


Mr.  Whitman  next  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  reducing  the  duty  on  plain  flint  glass  from  tm 
cents  to  seven  cents  per  pound,  under  a  conviction, 
from  infcumation  he  had  received,  that  the  latter 
duty  woidd  be  an  ample  protection  of  the  domestic 

Mr.  Baijiwin  oppoaeA  the  motion,  and  entered 
into  Tarioni  statenMnts  and  references  to  the  Bri- 
tish and  other  tariff,  &c.,  to  show  that  the  dtity 
of  ten  per  cent  was  as  low  as,  with  a  just  regard 
to  our  own  production  of  the  article,  could  poesi- 
bly  be  fixed,  and  to  prevent  the  glass  establish- 
ments of  the  coimtnr  from  being  placed  entirdy 
at  the  mercy  of  the  British  maBuTacturer :  owning 
that  it  was  a  manufacture  which,  of  all  others, 
ought  to  be  encouraged,  inasmuch  as  it  was  the 
product  of  materials  which  wen  of  no  value  for 


On  D 

among  the  articles  eniitlel 
back. 

For  the  reason  that  he  did  not  understand  it. 
and  that  it  mi^  be  datigerous,  as  far  as  he  cotdd 
foresee  its  operation,  hu.  Smith,  of  Maryland, 
moved  to  strike  out  tne  following  clause  of  tne  9th 
section  of  the  bill ; 

"And  that  alt  eoods,  wares,  and  marchsndiMj  which 
shall  he  imported  in  any  ship  or  vestal  from  any  Ibr- 
•ign  port  or  idace,  or  which  in  her  voyaga  ^all  have 


eign  grawtht  produov,  and  manttbalare." 

The  motioa  was  snpporled  by  Messrs.  Sii^wu 
and  Wbitmak^  and  Mr.  Baldwin  rei^iad,  that 
the  clause  was  intended  to  guard  against  nauds 
on  the  revenue  from  Canada  by  the  Lakes,  dtc; 
but  he  was  willing  to  meet  any  -propa  views  on 
the  subject,  and,  on  a  confoence  with  the  sentle- 
men  opposed  to  it,  had  no  doubt  it  might  be  framed 
to  the  general  satisfaction,  if  the  motion  were 
withdrawn. 

Mr.  Shith,  for  the  present,  consented  to  with- 
draw his  motion. 
The  bill  having  been  ^;one  through — 
Mr.  TrLEB.  of  Virginia,  moved  to  strike  out  the 
first  section  oi  the  bill,  and  was  prepared  now  to 
go  into  the  remarks  which  be  intended  to  oSei  in 
opposition  to  the  bill,  if  it  were  the  pleasure  of  the 
Committee  to  listen  to  an  argument  on  its  general 
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merits;  but,  as  the  Committee  had  been  engaged 
foi  KVeial  Doim  ia  a  laborious  and  iatigoingcon- 
sideratioa  of  i(c  details,  he  mored  that  the  Com- 
mittee now  rue. 

The  CoDUoittee  then  rose,  repoitfd  progress, 
and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mi.  Nbwtor,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
muce,  presMited  to  the  House  a  maa  of  corre- 
spondence derived  from  theEiecntive  department, 
between  the  Ministers  of  our  Govemment  and 
tlune  of  France  and  England,  rcopec tins  our  trade 
with  the  British  American  cuontes,  and  the  gen' 
eral  intercourse  between  France  and  the  United 
States;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

MoMo^y,  April  24. 

Mr.  WBKnovBB  pcewnled  a  memorial  of  the 

American  Society  of  tbe  city  of  New  York  for 


plaining  of  the  system  of  credit  given  for  tne  du- 
ties on  the  importation  of  foreign  maanlactures, 
andof  ftieesaleialatictioii;  ana  praying  that  the 
bill  now  pending  before  Coagreas,  r^^nlating  the 
payment  of  duties  on  merchiuidise  imported ;  the 
billiH  .  -■       -  ■        -  ■  - 


n  imports  and  mniuge,  may  be  paased  into  lawa, 
previoiu  to  tke  terminaiimi  of  the  present  session 
of  Congress ;  which  was  eomitticied  to  the  C<hu- 
miltee  of  the  Whole,  towiiich  the  said  bills  are 


Mr.  Smitb,  o(  Maryland,  proented  a  petititm 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of  tne  city  of  Baltimore, 
praying  that  measnres  may  be  adopted  to  prevent 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  from  engaging 
in  the  business  of  privateering,  under  the  flags  of  the 
Ooveraments  of  SouUi  America  |  and  that  certain 
ports  in  tbe  United  States  may  be  designated,  in 
which,  only,  tbe  cruisers  of  those  Ch>veniments 
may  he  permitted  to  enter,  and  that  those  lying 
on  the  waters  gf  the  Chesapeake  Bay  may  be 
among  those  which  may  be  prohibited ;  which 
petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Aflairs. 

Mr  Sloam  presented  a  letter  from  George  Jack- 
son, of  Zanesville,  im  the  State  of  Ohio,  charg- 
ing Samuel  Herrick,  a  mEmbei  wT  this  House  from 
that  Stale,  with  having  improperly  received  money, 
for  his  services  in  ptocuring  a  pension  for  a  ceRain 
Robert  Cue,  and  raicloiing  tlie  evidence  of  the 
said  charge ;  which  letter  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

tSx.  Vjut  RBMaiBLABB,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  A&iTa,  who  were  intOncted  to  inqnire 
into  the  expediency  of  reducing  or  suspe&dina  tbe 
expenditures  on  fortifieatioas,  made  a  rwul  there- 
on ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  fie  on  the 
table. 

An  engrossed  "tesolution  for  the  dittrUwtion  of 
certain  copies  of  the  Journal  of  the  OonveDtion 
which  formed  the  Constitatjon,"  was  read  the 


On 


timcj  and  passed, 
motion  oiMr.  Lowmdbb, 


which  accompanied  it,  be  raferred  to  the  Com- 


mittee on  Naval  A&aiis ;  and  that  they  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by 
law  that  no  commandcTj  or  other  omcer  in  the 
naval  service  of  the  United  States,  shall  receive 
on  board  his  vessel  any  gold^  silver,  or  jewels, 
without  orders  from  the  Presidait  of  the  United 
States,  or  the  Navy  Departm«it ;  and  that  no  of- 
ficer, without  such  orders,  shall  transport,  as  a  pas- 
senger, any  person  in  the  naval  or  militaty  service 
of  a  foreign  Govemioeatengaged  in  war;  and  (he 
Conunittee  of  Naval  Aflaita  are  also  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  detennining,  br 
law,  whether  any  compensadon  or  freight  shall 
be,  m  any  case,  permittal,  for  article*  transported 
in  vessels  of  the  United  States. 


Eaolved,  by  At  Senate  tmd  Ibutt  of  Repraada- 
tieet  0/  tilt  iMiled  Slata  0/  Aratriea  in  Cmtgrett  at- 
itmhUd,  That  the  lino  heretofore  caused  to  be  survey- 
ed, maiked,  and  deaignited,  from  the  MnilherncitTeme 
of  Like  Michi^D,  dne  east,  in  pDriuance  of  the  pro- 
tisiani  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  set  to  authorise  the 
Presideal  of  tbe  United  Stales  to  ascertain  and  de- 
nfaala  ceiUin  boandariss,"  paned  Hay  13,  1B13,  so 


It  thaai 


>i  tends 


boundaiy  line  of  tbe  State  of  Ohio,  be  aad  nmain  the 
established  boandu;  liae  batwMo  Ibe  said  State  of 
Ohio  «id  the  Tanitoij  of  Miehi^n. 

The  reeolution  was  read  twice  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  tbe  Public  Lands. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hotise 
that  the  Senate  have  paw«d  a  bill  from  this  House 
entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Steel,  with  an 
amendment.  And  they  have  passed  bills  of  the 
following  tides:  An  act  granting  certain  privi- 
Wes  to  ute  Ocean  Steamship  Oompanv  of  New 
Tfork ;  an  act  (or  the  relief  of  Riohatd  Smyth ; 
and  an  act  to  provide  for  the  building  an  addition 
to  the  eustom-honse  now  erecting  in  the  city  of 
New  Orleans,  fin  the  uae  of  the  distriet  court  of 
the  United  States  for  the  State  of  Louisiana.  In 
which  amendment  and  bills,  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

REVISION  OF  THE  TAHIFP. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  regulate 
the  duties  on  imports. 

A  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  setAiou  of  the 
bill  (to  reject  it)  being  under  couidet«(ion — 

Mi.  Ttlbb  anid,  tlut  hs  aineerdy  iningled  hia 
regrets  with  those  which  bad  been  r^eatodiv  ex- 
preesed  by  olhas,  that  this  all-important  suoiect 
should  be  urged  to  a  deciaon  at  this  late  period. 
The  languor  attendant  on  a  long  session  rarely 
fails  to  produce  a  restlessnesa  and  impatience  ad- 
verse to  a  full  and  free  investigation.  If  we  ar- 
rive, said  he,  to  a  jvecipitaie  conclusion,  one  ad- 
verse to  the  beet  interests  of  this  nation,  be  meant 


discharged  it. 

Some  gentlonen  have  been  pleased  to  coniidei 
the  bill  on  the  taUe  a  mere  experiment    We 
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shoald  be  cauitoui,  Mr.  ChaiimaD,  how  we  adopt 
experiments  of  a  vagne  and  uncertain  character; 
bat  more  especially  ou^ht  we  to  be  so,  wteQ  the 
two  great  branches  oT  national  indastry,  com- 
merce and  sgricullure,  are  materially  interested  in 
that  experiment.  Shall  we  make  an  hasty  eiijer- 
iment  on  oar  best  interests?  Shall  we  precipi- 
tately adopt  B  system  from  which  the  most  serious 
and  destmetive  results  may  arise  ?  I  repeat,  that 
great  deliberation  and  reflection  are  required  of 
us.  And,  sir,  what  is  the  character  of  the  einer- 
iment  which  is  about  to  be  made  ?  One  which  is 
to  give  a  new  direction  to  the  capital  and  labor  of 
the  country.  The  clamor  wi)ieh  has  been  raised 
ia  support  of  what  is  called  natioital  iwlu^ryf  has 
Ihis  ftff  its  object  and  nothing  else.  This  is  the 
incTilable  consequence  of  the  bill  on  your  table 
should  _you  adopt  it.  Arc  the  present  manufoc- 
turers  m  the  United  Slates  really  entitled  to  your 
aid  I  Where  i.'*  the  proof  of  it  1  We  hare  asked 
for  the  proof,  and  the  cbairtnan  of  the  committee 
frankly  acknowledged  that  be  did  not  possess  it. 
All  classes  labor,  at  this  time,  under  serious  em- 
bamssmmts.  The  genttemen  tVom  Pennsytva- 
nia  (Mr.  Baldwin)  has  ascribed  these  embar- 
rassments to  the  badness  of  cnlr  present  system. 
Not  so,  said  Mr.  T.,  the  causes  are  plain  and  ob- 
vious. The  present  extraordinary  condition  of 
the  world,  almost  aD  Christendom  being  now  at 

rce,  is  one  of  the  great  causes.  The  demand 
the  productions  oT  onr  soil  is  diminished  by 
the  circumstance  of  the  inhabitants  of  Europe 
being  now  permitted  to  pursue  the  walks  of  in- 
dustry, unmlermpted  by  the  turmoil  of  war. 
They  are  no  longer  dependent  on  us  for  those 
large  supplies  which  they  lately  required.  There 
is  another  cause  equally  operative,  and  it  is  to  be 
found  in  that  hot-bed  banking  system,  which,  like 
the  present  bill,  when  intrc^uced,  was  made  to 
promise  us  such  potent  blessings.  I  repeat,  that 
all  classes  are  greatly  oppressed.  For  one,  I  wanted 
such  information  as  would  have  enaUed  me  fairly 
to  contrast  the  condition  of  the  manufacturing 
with  theother  interests  of  the  country.  I  wanteo 
to  be  informed  whether  that  interest  only  snfliwed 
in  the  same  ratio  with  the  others,  and  wnether  its 
suSerings  were  produced  by  simitar  causes.  In 
the  atraence  of  this  information,  I  am  left  to  con- 
clude that  it  is  now  deemed  expedient  to  hold  out 
refwards  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  new  direction 
to  the  capital  and  labor  of  ine  nation. 

If  ^ntlemen  imagine  that  by  this  bill  they  are 
securmg  the  permanent  interests  of  the  manufac- 
turers ;  if  they  bdieve  that  this  is  all  which  will 
be  required  at  the  hands  of  the  LegisIamrCj  they 
are  moat  grossly  deceived.  This  is  but  the  mcip- 
ienc  measure  of  a  system.  1  venture  to  predict 
that,  after  the  lapse  of  a  very  few  years,  we  shall 
be  assailed  by  as  urgent  petitions  as  those  which 
have  poured  in  on  us  at  the  present  session. 
What  will  be  the  effect  of  this  measure?    It 

Eroposes  a  rate  of  duties  sufficiently  high  to  ena- 
le  our  artists  to  undersell  the  foreign  artist  in  the 
markets  of  this  country.  For  a  short  time,  it  will 
have  that  effect,  but  it  cannot  long  contintie.  It 
adds  to  the  profits  of  those  who  at  this  time  have 
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thcircapitals  invested  in  manufactories;  and  while 
other  classes  will  labor  under  severe  pecuniary 
embarrassments,  they  will  enjoy  comparative  pros- 
perity. What  will  be  the  consequence?  Why, 
sir,  there  is  no  principle  in  political  economy  more 
universally  true,  than  that  capital  will  flow  into 
those  employments  from  whicli  it  can  derive  the 
greatest  profits.  This  bill,  then,  will  have  the 
effect  of  causing  new  investitures  of  capital.  Thus 
a  spirit  of  competition  will  have  been  generated, 
ana  in  the  conr%  of  a  few  years,  the  profits  of 
these  capitalists  wilt  have  settled  down  to  their 
present  level.  The  supply  will  always,  after  a 
short  time,  suit  itself  to  the  demand,  and,  from 
being  at  first  deficient,  will  often  exceed  it.  Again; 
The  advocates  of  this  system  have  attempted  too 
much.  .  They  have  clasped  in  their  embrace  too 
many  favorites  to  yield  a  permanent  benefit  to  any 
one.  There  will  exist  an  ineauality  of  profits  in 
the  various  branches  of  mannfacturmff  mdustry; 
and  this  circumstance  will  aid  greatR  in  prodn- 
cing  the  result  which  I  have  deuced.  To  sim- 
piit^  my  argument,  let  me  present  to  you  a  sup- 
posititious case;  Take  the  case  of  the  tailor  and 
shoemaker.  If  the  tailor  makes  a  greater  profit 
in  hb  trade,  then  you  will  have  more  tailors  than 
shoemakera  ;  more  labor  will  be  employed  by  the 
one  than  the  other.  The  shoemaker,  in  order  t« 
retain  his  laborers  in  his  employment,  will  be 
forced  to  give  higher  wages ;  and  the  tailor,  in 
order  to  eonnteract  this  dfcct,  will  find  himself 
compelled  to  increase  the  wages  of  his  laborers. 
And  thus,  the  competition  t)etween  them  will  nr^ 
them  on  to  the  imposition  of  high  prices  on  their 
different  fabrics.  While  the  wages  of  labor  are 
continually  advancing,  they  will  find  their  profits 
constantly  diminishing,  and  their  resort  to  high 
prices  for  their  products  will  resemble  the  desper- 
ate efibrt  of  the  gambler,  whose  hopes  are  til 
staked  on  the  latit  throw  of  the  dice.  The  conse- 
quence is  inevitable.  This  bill  secures  them  not. 
The  foreign  competitor  again  enters  your  market, 
and  again  will  our  ears  he  deafened  with  cries  for 
relief. 

If  any  thing  more  was  wanting  to  satisfy  ns  of 
the  tmtn  of  these  dedndions,  the  case  of  theman- 
ufacturers  of  bar  iron  would  be  concluBive.  The 
genfleman  from  New  Jersey,  (Mr.  Kirset,)  the 
other  day  very  candidly  confessed  that  in  1816  he 
did  believe  that  the  duty  then  laid  on  that  article 
would  have  been  in  all  respects  sufficient ;  but  he 
then  labored  under  a  deception,  and  an  additional 
duty  is  now  proposed.  How  has  this  been  pn»- 
duced  ?  It  may  clearly  be  traced  to  the  causea 
which  have  already  been  suggested.  The  mann- 
lactnrer  of  bar  iron  had  to  so  into  a  market  for 
the  purpose  of  procuring  laWers,  where  he  met 
with  the  farmer  and  merchant  as  his  competitors. 
The  competition  operated  disadvantageous y  to 
him,  and  he  again  presents  himself  to  you  for 
relief  In  a  country  thickly  populated,  sucn  efilectH 
would  gradually  and  almost  imperceptibly  devel- 
ope  themselves.  Where  a  surplus  population  ex- 
ists, each  branch  of  industry  will  be  well  supplied 
^  with  laborers ;  the  bidding  is  on  the  part  of  the 
'  laborer  for  employment,  and  not,  aa  in  a  new 
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country,  by  the  uDdertaker  for  the  laborer.  But 
where  you  have  an  eitensive  wilderDess  yet  to 
settle,  where,  from  the  paucity  of  hands,  the  wages 
of  laDor  must  necessarily  be  high,  where  the  la- 
borer feels  and  knows  the  value  which  is  set  on 
him,  as  sure  as  man  is  man,  the  effects  which  1 
have  aniicipaled  will  result.  If,  then,  you  intend 
to  ilop  here,  you  only  hold  out  a  false  lure ;  one 
promising  permanent  benefit,  but,  unless  pressed 
to  prohibition,  resulting  in  ruin.  I  take  it,  then, 
for  granted  that  no  gentleman  will  vote  for  this 
meuure  who  is  not  prepared  to  go  on  to  prohi- 

Lei  us,  then,  look  to  the  effects  of  such  a  mea- 
sure. Remember  the  history  of  your  banks,  and 
Tou  will  have  the  picture  of  the  effects  to  flow 
from  prohibitions.  By  such  a  measure  the  other 
interests  of  the  community  are  thrown  prostrate 
«t  the  feet  of  the  manufaclurers.  The  dread  of 
competition  from  abroad  will  no  longer  afford  a 
checK  to,  unreasonable  demands.  It  would  be  idle 
to  expect  that  they  would  be  satisfied  with  modf^ 
eiate  profits.  Such  b  not  in  the  nature  of  man, 
nor  do  I  venture  to  alter  a  compUiat  against  it. 
Immense  fortunes  will  be  realized  before  such  fur- 
ther investment  of  capital  shall  take  [Jaee  as  to 
destroy  the  monopoly.  But,  sir,  such  investments 
will  in  time  take  place  j  large  investments  will  be 
invited  i  we  shall  then  have  become  a  manufac- 
tniing  nation,  and  fabrics  to  a  greater  amount 
than  will  be  required  for  home  constmiptioii  will  be 
produced.  Again,  then,  you  will  have  to  resort  to 
expedients.  Let  us  not  disguise  the  fact.  By  the 
time  you  have  reached  this  stage,  that  class  of  so- 
ciety will  be  too  numerous  to  supplicate.  No, 
thev  will  speak  in  the  tone  of  dictation.  They 
will  tell  you  that,  invited  by  the  legislation  of 
Congress,  they  have  invested  millions.  They  will 
tell  you  that  the  home  market  is  overstocked  with 
their  fabrics ;  that  their  surplus  products  are  rot- 
ting on  their  bauds:  and  that  rum  awaits  them, 
unless  you  extend  further  protection.  They  will 
enter  no  foreign  market  without  your  aid,  for  there 
they  will  come  in  competition  with  the  artisans  of 
other  nations.  What,  then,  could  you  dol  You 
would  have  to  encourage  the  exportations  by 
bounties.  Thus  is  tbe  inevitable  effect;  and  what 
would  be  the  effect  of  the  premium  ?  Sir,  it  oper- 
ates beneficially  to  the  foreign  consumer,  and  inju- 
riously to  your  own  citizen.  One  of  the  objects  of 
a  bounty  is  to  keep  up  the  home  price.  If  the 
manufacturers  caunot  afford  to  make  a  yard  of 
cloth  for  less  than  five  dollars,  and  the  supply 
should  be  greater  than  the  demand,  it  is  obvious 
that  the  cloth  would  fall  below  that  price,  and, 
without  the  interposition  of  the  Government,  ruin 
would  await  him.  If,  in  the  foreign  market,  op- 
erated on  either  by  the  tariff  of  duties  there  exist- 
ing, or  other  causes,  his  cloth  would  not  sell  at  a 
profit,  the  Oovernment  finds  itself  compelled  to 
mterpose,  and  make  op  by  its  bounty  the  difference 
between  the  market  price  and  that  at  which  the 
manufacturer  can  afford  to  sell  at  a  reasonable 
profit.  Thus,  then,  we  shall  supply  the  foreign 
at  a  less  price  than  the  domestic  consumer.  Every 
other  class  pays  then  a  tax  for  the  support  of  this 


class  of  citizens,  for  tbe  bounty  operates  as  a  tax, 
and  a  heavy  one  often,  on  the  citizens  of  the  coiu- 
Uy.  These  demands,  too,  will  be  constantly  un- 
dergoing a  change,  and  will  depend,  not  on  your- 
selves, but  on  the  regulations  of  foreign  countries. 
Thus,  then,  have  we  arrived  at  the  lands-end 
of  this  system.  You  have  now  reached  the  ulti- 
mate ena  of  your  journey.  Let  gentlemen  now 
pause  and  reflect.  If  they  shall  have  imagined  it 
to  be  a  voyage  over  an  unruffled  ocean,  I  ml  them 
that  they  are  deceived.  In  fitting  out  this  new 
and  favorite  ship,  do  they  forget  that  it  is  probable 
that  those  bottoms  which  have  heretofore  borne 
to  happiness,  advanced  your  wealth,  af- 


forded  strengtli    and    security,    are    rolling  and 

decaying  on  your  hands7    What  becomes  of  ag- 

:ullure7    1  contend  that  the  first  and  inevitable 


effect  of  this  bill  is  to  reduce  the  value  of  land ; 
to  diminish  the  value  of  the  capital  of  the  farmer. 
Manufacturing  labor  and  capital,  or  by  far  the 
greater  portion,  will  be  subductea  from  agricul- 
ture. Men  will  pursue  their  true  interests,  and 
you  will  have  made  it  their  interests  to  abandon 
their  fields,  and  to  invest  their  capital  in  manu- 
facturing establishments.  The  advance  of  im- 
provement will  be  in  a  great  measure  stopped.  A 
portion  of  the  soil  will  oe  thrown  out  of  cultiva- 
tion, and  the  result  is  obvious.  This  conclusion 
is  drawn  from  principles  so  clear,  that  to  press  it 
fmlher  vrould  be  an  unnecessary  waste  of  time. 

But,  sir,  what  will  be  the  effects  while  this  tran- 
sition of  capital  is  taking  place?  It  must  be  some 
time  before  society  can  accommodate  itself  to  any 
sudden  change.  America  is  now  the  granary  of 
the  world  ;  sne  supplies  the  wants  of  foreign  na- 
tions as  ibey  arise.  It  is  true  that  the  foreign 
marketai  this  moment  is  almost  glutted ;  but  shall 
we  be  denied  the  advantage  of  profiting  by  a 
change  in  that  market  1  Do  not  all  producers 
experience  fluctuations  in  their  markets?  To- 
day, from  the  deficiency  of  the  suppljr,  high  prices 
are  obtained ;  to-morrow  the  marlcet  is  belter  sup- 
plied, and  a  diminution  iu  the  value  of  the  product 
takes  place.  These  are  calculations  which  all 
men  must  make,  in  whatever  branch  of  industry 
they  may  be  employed.  Who  can  tell  how  long 
iheci  "  '  .    .      -     ■  ■- 


._  __  .  exist? 
ilantly  undergoing  a  change;  and  even  while  I 
am  now  addressing  you,  new  causes  of  disputes 
among  the  Powers  of  Europe  may  be  unfolding 
themwlves.  The  speck  which  is  now  scarcely 
discernible  on  the  horizon,  the  next  moment  mair 
swell  into  a  cloud,  dark  and  portentous.  WiU 
you  not,  by  this  system,  deny  to  us  all  benefit  from 
any  change  which  may  occur?  Yes,  sir,  I  con- 
tend that  you  will  have  done  so.  Society  lives 
on  exchanges ;  exchange  constitutes  the  very  soul 
of  commerce.    Under  present  circumstances  the 

'  merchant  purchases  the  products  of  the  country, 
ibips  ibem  abroad,  and  receives  in  exchange  arti- 
cles which  the  country  furnishes  lo  which  he 

',  makes  his  shipment.  Bui  can  you  expect  that 
foreign  nations  will  buy  of  you  for  any  length  of 
time,  unless  you  buy  of  them  ?  You  cannot  be 
so  visionary.    But  suppose  they  could,  what  wonld 
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you  receive  ID  return  7  Gold  and  silver,  atlicles 
of  DO  value,  bul  as  a  medium  of  exchange.  At- 
tempts have  been  made  by  some  nations  to  tetain 
all  the  gotd  aad  silver  that  flowed  in  npon  them. 
The  attempt  has  been  regarded  as  indicative  of 


the  precious  metals.  I  repeat,  thai  the  great  use 
of  money  is  to  serve  as  a  medium  of  exchange 
among  natioDs  and  amoae  men;  and,  to  suppose 
an  extreme  case,  ifwecoiUd  goon  until  we  obtained 
all  the  money  in  the  world,  we  should  still  be  like 
the  miser  or  a  beggar  in  the  midst  of  it.  You 
would  then,  bv  this  cruel  system,  have  diminished 
the  value  of  the  land,  the  cttpital  of  the  farmer, 
and  have  shut  him  out  almost  entirely  from  all 
ioreign  markets. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  are  promised  a  home 
market  for  our  products.  Are  gentlemen  serious 
when  the^  urge  such  arguments?  Would  you 
add  by  this  bul  to  the  nuiaber  of  consumers  in 
t^  United  Stales  1  I  speak  of  the  Bgricuttur«l 
interest,  as  it  now  exist&  befwe  sufficient  lime 
shall  have  elapsed  to  enable  the  fanner  to  desert 
his  field,  and  give  a  new  direction  to  his  labor.  I 
ask,  then,  if  your  manufacturet  shall  prosper;  if 
you  succeed,  as  you  unquestionably  will,  in  build- 
ing up  large  manufaeturing  estaUishments,  will 
Jou  add  to  the  number  of  eonsumera  7  Who  will 
B  found  in  them  7  Men  whomusi  befed  whether 
they  are  there  or  elsewhere — laborers.  Will  this 
ho  to  furnish  a  new  market  7  Take  the  case  of 
large  mercantile  cities;  they  would  furnish  a  par- 
allel. By  concentrating  the  population,  you  con- 
oeutratc  thv  number  of  purchasers,  but  you  do  not 
thereby  increase  their  number.  Whether  your 
fif^  merchants  be  in  a  city,  or  dispersed  over  the 
country,  they  do  not  lose  their  character  of  pui^ 
obasers.  They  must,  in  either  event,  be  fed.  So 
too  with  the  laborers  employed  in  a  manufactory. 
But  look  to  the  list  of  affricultural  eiijports.  and 
tell  me  how  long  it  will  lake  you  to  furnuih  a  home 
market  for  thsn7  They  amounted  last  year,  if  I 
do  not  mistake,  to  something  like  $50,000,000,  and 
this  was  made  up  of  the  portion  of  product  which 
renutined  after  satisfying  the  home  demand.    The 

SropofiitioD,  sir.  is  futile;  nay,  a  perfect  mockery. 
[or  are  we  to  be  deeeived  by  the  apparent  regard 
which  the  Committee  of  Manufactures  has  evinced 
io  onr  behalf.  The  chairman  (Mr.  Baldwin)  has 
been  )dea>ed  to  report  a  duty  on  cotton  and  tobacco, 
imported  into  this  country.  Did  he  really  imagine 
that  the  members  from  Georgia  and  South  Caro- 
lina were  Io  be  entrapped  by  the  first,  or  the  mem- 
bers from  Virginia  by  the  last  ?  I  feel  assured  that 
my  honorable  friend  did  not  intend  to  practise  a 
deception  upon  us.  He  would  spurn,  with  indig' 
nation,  any  such  resort.  But  I  ask  him  seriotuiy 
to  say  whether  he  thinks  that  the  South  requires 
tbis  tsxon  cotton,  or  Virginia  thit  lax  on  tobacco? 
Look  at  the  list  of  annual  exports  of  cotton,  and 
tell  me  if  the  cotton  planter  here  has  any  thing  to 
fear  from  foreign  competition?  And  is  it  not  well 
known  that  the  Virginia  tobacco  planter  fears  no 
competition  on  eaitn  7  No  other  tobacco  comes 
into  competition  with  it.    France  admits  none 


other  than  that  raised  in  Virginia;  and  the  anxiety 
of  foreign  purchasers  to  obtain  our  tobacco,  is  the 
best  evidence  of  its  decided  superiority  over  the 
similar  production  of  any  other  country.  As  well 
might  the  gentleman,  ii  he  had  been  legislating 
for  Newcastle,  to  use  a  familiar  illustration,  have 
laid  a  hi^h  duty  on  coal  thereinto  imported. 

But,  sir,  weTnust  moreover  be  taxed,  and  highly 
taxed,  to  support  this  system.  Do  you  reooire 
proof  of  the  truth  of  this  assertion  7  The  bill  on 
your  table  furnishes  the  evidence.  Sir,  I  thank 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  for  having  ad- 
dressed us  in  a  j)lain  and  intelligible  manner. 
Aware  that  the  high  duties  imposed  by  the  bill  on 
the  greater  number  of  articles,  would  produce  a 
deficit  in  the  revenue,  he  has  proposed  to  remedy 
this  evil  by  exacting  higher  duties  on  articles  of 
the  first  necessity.  On  sugar,  cofiee,  molasses,  and 
salt,  a  large  revenue  is  proposed  to  be  raised. 
Who  will  nave  to  pay  it  7  Inasmuch  as  the  agri- 
cultural class  is  the  moat  numerous,  ihey  will  have 
to  pay  the  greater  portion  of  il  Sir,  it  operatea 
as  a  direct  tax  on  them. 

Yon  extort  for  a  time  from  their  n 


they  cannot  long  bear  the  exaction,  and  if  you  do 
not  experience  a  large  deficiency  of  revenue  this 
year,  you  will  the  next.  Although  these  articles 
enter  into  the  general  consumption  of  the  country, 
yet  an  increase  of  prices  will  nave  the  efiecl  of  di- 
minishing their  consumption.  The  poors  classes 
will  be  forced  to  resort  to  cheap  sabatitutes.  It  ia 
not  a  time  to  be  loading  the  country  with  additional 
burdens ;  it  is  already  sufficiently  oppressed.  We 
should  administer  relief  to  the  people,  as  far  as 
practicable,  by  retrenching  the  expenses  of  the 
Government;  and,  sir,  if  the  gentleman  had  looked 
over  the  whole  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  he  woold  have  discovered  that,  so  far 
from  that  committee  deeming  it  necessary  to  resort 
I  a  system  of  internal  revenue,  strong  reasona  were 


rged  br  them  against  such  a  course.  The  gen- 
eman  has  called  the  present  system  of  revenue  a 
rotten  system.    And  now  does  he  propose  to  get 


rid  of  it  7  By  adopting  a  system  of  excises.  And 
when  does  he  propose  to  resort  to  that  system? 
Dare  you  resort  to  it  until  yon  hare  reached  pro- 
hibitions? Would  it  not  do  away  the  effect  of 
high  duties?  The  manufacturer  would  have  to 
impose  the  amount  of  the  excise  on  the  price  of 
his  Fabrics,  and  thus  the  effect  of  the  duly  would 
be  completely  neutralized.  You  can  only  adopt 
a  system  of  direct  and  heavy  taxation.  And  shall 
all  other  classes  be  taxed  to  uphold  this  favorite — 
manufacturers  7  When  the  gentleman  talked  ofa 
rotten  system,  I  bad  hoped  that  he  would  have 
given  us  something  of  a  purer  and  more  healthy 
character.  However  despicable  it  may  be,  I,  for 
one,  shall  cling  to  it  with  the  most  perserering 
obstinacy.  So  far,  under  its  influence,  we  have 
gone  on  prosperously  and  happily.  The  weight 
of  ffovernment  has  not  been  felt  by  the  citizen. 
He  has  been  leA,  as  far  as  possible,  what  God  cre- 
ated him,  a  free  agenl.  The  revenue  has  been 
raised  by  his  voluntary  subscriptions,  and,  in  ita 
greatest  extent,  from  his  imaginary  wants.  The 
system,  as  it  now  exists,  may  be  esteemed  the  le- 
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gitimftte  liource  of  revenue  for  thb  Govemment. 
Tbe  Stales  parsed  orer  lo  usiliis  the  most  prodac- 
tive  source  of  income,  aad  retained  only  the  right 
to  resort  to  direct  taxes.  Although  they  coofeired 
oatbisGoTerameattbepower,undercircum3tincet 
of  urgent  necessity,  or  taxing  tlie  same  aiticles 
with  tbetntelve),  yet  the  policy  af  the  Qoremment 
heretofwe  has  been  to  avoid,  in  lime  of  peace,  a 
reewt  to  the  exercise  of  such  a  power.  But  the 
gentleman  is  exceedingly  dissatisfied  with  this 
ay«tem,  because  of  (he  fluctuaiioa  which  takes  place 
in  the  amount  of  the  revenne ;  and  what  is  his  ul- 
timatum? Excises.  And  are  they  less  liable  lo 
fluctuation  in  amouoi  ?  No,  air.  WhenweshaU 
have  becomeagreat  manufacturing  people;  when 
we  shall  hare  attained  this  great  desideratum,  will 
not  the  state  of  foreign  markets  produce  a  similar 
oondition  of  ibings  with  that  whiah  now  exists? 
The  amount  of  your  bounties  on  eiporiatioD  will 
be  constantly  fluctuating,  and  bd  increase  of  reve- 
nue during  one  year  could  not  be  relied  on  for  the 
enming  year.  The  gentleman  has  been  pleased, 
also,  to  complain  of  the  necessity  which  we  are 
nowunder  to  resort  to  a  loan  of  (3,000,000.  What 
is  the  fact  in  referesce  to  this  loan  "i  It  does  not 
add  to  the  debt  of  the  nation.  During  this  year, 
two-thirds  of  the  Misussippi  stock  Womea  re- 
deemable. The  bill  from  tlie  committee  authorizes 
th«  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  accept  snbscrip- 
tioBH  of  that  slock  in  satisfaction  of  the  loan.  If 
subscribed,  that  debt  will  be  postponed  for  a  limited 
time  i  and  if  not  subscribed,  a  new  debt  will  be 
on.-ated  in  its  place,  and  it  redeemed.  So  that  ll 
is  obvious  the  engagements  of  the  Government  are 
not  augmented,  but  merely  postponed. 

I  tbink,  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  I  hare  ren- 
dered in  some  measure  the  effects  which  will  flow 
from  this  bill  manifml.  It  will  diminish  the  value 
of  our  land  ;  it  will  shut  us  out  from  the  foreign 
luark^ ;  it  cannot  substitute  a  home  market,  as  is 
erroneously  contended  -,  and,  finally,  it  subjects  us 
(o  a  heavy  burden  of  taxation.  Is  it  necesnary 
thai  1  should  go  on  to  show  its  effects  on  com- 
meroe  7  Agriculture  and  commerce  are  twin  si» 
ters.  You  cannot  inllici  a  wound  on  the  one  with- 
out injuring  the  other.  Our  foreign  trade,  I  have 
already  ntiempled  to  show,  would  be  greatly  and 
most  serioUFly  curtailed.  And,  sir,  when  the  geu' 
tleman  excepts  from  duty  copper  used  for  sheath- 
ing of  ships,  he  takes  care  to  limit  this  application 
of  that  article  by  striking  a  destructive  blow  at  the 
vessel  iUelf.  That  noble  spirit  of  enterprise  which 
has  heretofore  been  our  chief  boast,  will  be  in  a 
great  measure  destroyed,  and  yournavigation  will 
be  conGned  to  your  own  bays  and  creeks.  Tell 
me  not,  then,  of  the  erabarrossments  which  now 
jwBvail  in  this  land.  Go  on  with  this  Chinese 
system;  carry  this  firange  fallacy  into  effect,  and 
we  shail  present  a  contrast  as  striking,  between 
our  present  and  our  then  situation,  as  that  which 
is  exhtbited  in  the  case  of  a  child  who  has  lost  his 
playihtag,  and  of  the  roan  whose  house  is  wrapt 
in  Aames,  and  the  fruits  of  a  Ion:;  life  of  industry 
in  a  moment  destroyed. 

Man  is  never  satisfied,  from  his  cradle  to  uu 
grave.      When  in  his  infancy,  he  sighs  to  attain 


the  years  of  manhood ;  and  when  old  age  o 
takes  him,  be  casts  "a  loneing,  lingering  look" 
behind  him,  and  weeps  for  Uie  return  of  the  da^ 
of  his  youth.     So  is  it,  too,  with  nations.    Wu- 


s  It,  too,  wit 
ih  lliem  of  t] 


dom  would  admonish  lliem  of  the  folly  attendaikt 
their  wishes;  but,  sir,  they  often  press  on  with 
too  much  solicitude  to  the  attainment  of  matnrilT, 
id  thereby  bring  on  themselves  a  premature  old 
;e.    Shall  we  adopt  this  wicked  and  injurious 
UTse  of  policy  1    Have  we  any  reaion  to  be  dis- 
satisfied with  our  condition  ?    Look  to  the  past : 
wilderness  has  been  reclaimed;  and,  notwith' 
standing  the  difficulties  and  embarrassment  atten- 
dant on  our  early  history,  we  have  now  a  fair  and 
extensive  garden  spread  before  us,  abounding  in 
the  choicest  gills  oi  a  bountiful  Providence,  and 
inhabited  by  upwards  of  ten  millicMs  of  souls. 
Oar  march  has  been  most  rapid ;  but  are  we  not 
ifancy?    Does  there  exist  any  neces~ 
sity  for  us  to  resort  (o  ailificial  means  to  hasten 
our  growth  1    Do  we  require  the  iKMlrums  of  gen- 
tlemen to  secure  our  health?    No,  sir,  1  do  still 
hope  that  we  shall  not  resort  to  expedients  which 
bloat  the  body  politic,  and,  in  the  end,  enervate 
and  destroy. 

To  show  the  fallacy  of  such  a  course,  let  me 
imagine  that  a  gentleman  should  rise  in  his  ^ace 
and  propose  to  you  forthwith  to  build  up  a  navT 

3ual  to  that  of  England,  what  would  yon  thinK 
him?  And  yet  ne  might  appeal  to  your  na- 
tional pride ;  he  might  point  to  the  security  which 
it  would  afcrd  to  the  nation  in  the  event  of  con- 
flicts with  foreign  nations.  But  you  would  not 
hesitate  to  say  to  him,  "Sir,  be  not  so  impatient; 
wait  the  process  of  lime,  and  in  its  fulness,  all 

four  wishes  will  be  accomplished."  So,  too,  will 
say  to  the  advocates  of  the  present  bill — »i9a 
things  to  take  their  own  course,  and  the  time  will 
arrive  when  manufaolnres  will  flourish  withool 
the  factitious  aid  of  the  Govemmeot.  IVamral 
causes  will  produce  this  result.  Nature  governs 
man  by  no  principle  more  fixed  than  that  which 
leads  him  to  pursue  bis  interest.  When  it  shall 
correspond  with  the  interest  of  this  nation  to  be- 
comea  manufacturing  nation,  such  will  it  become. 
I  will  venture,  however,  the  opinion  that  such  wiB 
not  be  the  case  while  we  have  a  wilderness  to  peo- 
ple. What  is  the  object  of  all  labor;  to  obtain 
the  means  of  sustaining  life  tn  comfit,  and  seciH^ 
ing  for  one's  posterity  an   independence?    The 

Ctleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Baldwin) 
told  us  of  the  great  importance  of  converting 
sand  into  glass  and  old  rags  into  paper;  of  render- 
ing that  which  is  nnprodnctive,  productive.  But 
can  the  labor  of  society  be  directed  with  greater 
benefit  to  the  nation,  to  the  world  at  la^e,  or  to 
the  laborer,  than  in  rendering  the  useless  forest 
lands  of  this  conntry  productive  and  ferlilel  How 
much  does  this  process  add  to  the  comforts  and 
conveniences  of  civilized  man !  How  extensive 
and  how  variously  supplied  a  table  does  tl  not 
present!  Regarded  in  a  national  point  of  view, 
no  process  can  add  more  rapidly  to  the  wealth  of 
society ;  regarded  as  affecting  the  laborer  and  cap- 
italist, the  same  resnl  t  takes  place.  Ask  yonrsdves 
if  you  are  parents,  If  every  princii^  oi  parental 
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love  would  not  invite  you  to  expend  rout  suiplus 
capital  in  an  iaheritance  for  your  children,  wnicb 
war  caanoi  destroy  or  fire  coosumel  Aod  yet 
this  bill  proposes  a  new  direction  to  the  capital 
and  industry  of  your  citizens.  By  holding  out  a 
douceur  ytni  are  atlemptine  lo  arrest  this  tide  of 
Uiings  and  tora  it  into  a  channel  dug  by  youf 
selves.  Again,  1  ask,  why  are  we  to  do  this  7 
Can  we  hope,  or  could  we  wiah,  to  advance  more 
rapidly  in  the  road  of  nalional  wealth  than  we 
have  done  1  Our  p(q«ilation  doubles  in  every 
twenty-five  years,  and  our  resources  keep  a  proper 
pace  with  our  population. 

Sir,  gentlemen  may  tell  me  what  they  please 
about  their  rt^ten  manufactories ;  but  1  call  upon 
them  to  compare  the  advance  of  our  luilion  with 
that  of  any  other  that  ever  existed,  uadei  like  cir- 
oumstances,  and  to  deduce,  if  they  can,  an  unfa- 
Torable  conclusion  towards  us.  True,  a  cloud 
now  rests  over  us,  but  it  is  one  arising  from  causes 
plain  and  palpable.  It  would  be  unreasonable  to 
expect  thai  we  should  always  expeiience  sundiine. 
I  tell  the  gentlemaa,  then,  that  we  waiU  no  change, 
and  least  of  all  the  change  that  he  would  give  us. 
To  expose  still  further  this  fallacy,  suffer  me  to  ask 
f  on  wnat  would  have  been  thought  by  iolelligent 
men,  if  our  early  settlers  at  Jamestown,  at  rly- 
mouth,  and  elsewhere,  had  adopted  this  system, 
and  resolved  lo  have  erected  manu&ctories  among 
Uieml  The  attempt  would  have  been  esteemed 
wo^efous  and  idle.  And  whit  is  our  situation 
m  comparison  to  the  old  nations  of  Europe,  taking 
into  the  estimate  the  undefined  boundanes  of  this 
migh^  empire  1  I  will  not  occupy  the 
the  Committee  by  answering  ihe  question.  All 
may  draw  the  deduction. 

But,  lir,  we  must  become  independent  of  foreign 
BOtitms.  This  is  the  basis  of  this  ilwory ;  a  theory 
which  aims  lo  subvert  the  ordinances  of  Heaven 
itself,  l  was  near  [HODouncing  it  an  impious 
theory. 

Mr.  Chairman,  man  is  dependent  on  : 
nation  on  nati(»i.  Nature  has  written  this  trufh 
in  cbaractors  that  catmol  be  misunderstood.  Over 
one  poitioa  of  the  globe  the  seasons  are  genial  and 
mild,  and  the  earth  ponra  forth  its  most  abundant 
productions;  over  ano^er.  Winter  mail 
reign.  One  produces  cotton  and  breadatnffs,  while 
another  is  only  inhabited  by  grazien.  Woi 
you,  to  lender  Maeaachuaelts  independent  of  South 
Carolina,  undo'take  there  the  culture  of  cotton? 
Yet  this  might  be  done  in  hot-beds,  and  by  holding 
out  high  rewBids.  Or  would  South  Carolina  be 
so  blind  (o  her  interest  as  to  abandon  the  cuUtrre 
of  cotton,  and  attempt  to  rival  Hassacboseits  in 
raising  slodc  1  It  would  be  folly  for  her  to  do  so, 
and  yet  it  might  possibly  be  accomplished,  fiat, 
in  neglecting  to  do  so,  ^e  would  proceed  on  the 
true  principle  that  she  could  purchase  much  cheaper 
than  she  could  raise.  And  yet  we,  the  Legislators 
of  this  great  nation,  proceed  on  a  diSerent  princi- 
jJcj  and  assume  it  to  be  correci  to  manuiaciure 
articles  which  might  be  obtained  on  much  better 
terms  from  abroad.  But  press  this  idea  of  national 
iadependence  still  further,  and  what  are  the  con- 
'    Suppose  erery  nation  on  the  iace  of 


moat  ini 
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the  earth  should  adopt  this  notion,  what  would 
shortly  become  die  condition  of  the  world?    The 
dvance  to  literary  attainment  would  be  without 
vcafibldiog  to  support  it.    Each,  instead  of  draw- 
ing from  a  comnKm  stock,  would  have  to  rely 
alone  on  its  own  capacity.    Those  arts  which  iror 
prove  and  embellisn  life  would  gradually  decay, 
and  Ihe  world  would  relapse  into  another  state  of 
vandalism.    But,  sir,  whatever  may  be  the  direc- 
tion of  your  industry,  this  cannot  be  the  case. 
The  intercourse  with  foieign  nations  will  be  car- 
'la  certain  extent, as  I  have  before  shown; 
mains  to  be  inquired  whether  a  manufac- 
■  an  agricultural  nation  be,  in  truth,  the 
jesendent  of  otha.s?    1  contend  that  the 
this  point  of  view,  has  the  decided  advao- 
A  nttnu&cturing  nation  is,  in  every  sense 
the  word,  dependent  on  others.     Look  to  Eng- 
land!   Cut  ofi'irom  the  mcrketi  of  the  world,  and 
misery  and  ruin  await  her.     Threaten  to  cLoee 
your  ports  against  hex,  and  she  becomes  forthwith 
alaimed.    Close  them,  and  a  great  portion  of  her 
n^ulation  are  tiuown  out  of  einployment  and  re- 
duced to  beggary.    Howisitwiui  an  agricultural 
nation?     Other  nations  are,  ia  a  great  measore, 
diqimdGnt  OB  it  f<H  food.    They  may  dispense  with 
Tour  ailks  and  gewgaws,  but  bread  they  must 
nave.     And  when  its  foreign  trade  is  destroyed, 
that  very  circumstance  operates  beneficially  to  the 
poorer  classes,  for  ihey  are  then  enabled  to  obtain 
the  oecessaiies  of  life  in  greater  abundance,  on 
nMch  cheaper  and  moch  utter  terms.    This  im- 
aginary good,  then,  cannot  be  obtained  without 
warring  with  the  fiat  of  Omnipotence  itself,  and, 
if  obtamed,  would  be  piodooiive  of  crying  evils. 
Nor  do  ycu,  in  any  manner,  benefit  a  natioa  by 
converting  it  from  an  agricultural  into  a  manu- 
facturing nation. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvanianude  a  strong 
appeal  to  otnr  honor ;  iie  sain  that  that  honco:  re- 
t^ired  us  to  meet  France  and  England  with  their 
own  weapons  j  whenever  the  honor  of  this  nation 
shall  be  mtphcaled,  I  trust  I  shall  lequiie  no 

CmplcT  totell  me  myduty.  But  what  grievaBOe 
'e  we  to  complain  of?  Why,  sir,  «re  coio- 
menced  the  war  by  laying  high  duties  on  English 
fabric*,  and  what  cnonmous  offsDce  has  she  Wn 
guilty  of  7  Why,  to  counteract  the  effect  of  out 
duty,  she  has  imposed  a  duty  on  out  cotton.  Is 
this  any  thing  m«e  than  a  measBte  of  aelf-pnaer- 
vation  ?  Have  we  any  cause  to  qtmrel  with  her 
for  so  doing?  Bat  the  gmtlemaa  complains  also 
of  bet  bounties  on  her  eapotts.  and  infMined  ns 
that  the  bounty  had  the  effisctof  eaablinc  our  mer- 
chants to  sell  some  of  her  fabrki  in  this  coontry 
at  first  cost  Now,  sir,  if  the  gentleman  is  disposed 
togo  to  wBrwich£nglaDdforthis,Iamnot,  And 
why  should  we  make  war  do  Prance  through  this 
bill?  Why,  because  France  lays  a  higher  duty 
on  our  cotton  than  cm  the  Turitey  cotton  1  And 
why  does  she  do  so?  The  gentleman  himself 
gave  the  reason ;  out  cotton  b  indispensable  lo  the 
French  majuiraotures ;  not  so  with  the  Totkey 
cotton;  Ihe  one  yields  a  greater  and  more  certain 
revenue  than  the  other.  The  one  may  be  taxed 
high  for  the  parpoae  of  tflveme,  whereas  a  high 
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tax  on  the  other  would  keep  it  oat  of  the  market. 
She  resoTtt  to  the  duty  then  for  a  legitimate  object, 
and  weharenoright  tocomplBin.  But  what  doei 
the  gentleman  propose  as  a  remedy  for  Cht)  evil  7 
Why,  air,  he  proposes  so  almost  entire  loss  of  the 
French  markets.  Will  the  cotton  planters  tiiank 
him  for  this  mani£eatalian  of  his  friendship  7  No, 
air,  if  that  be  his  friendship,  they  irilt  most  ardently 
wipplicate  to  be  deJiverM  from  it.  Sir,  it  is  a 
fnendahip  which,  while  it  smiles  in  the  face,  strikes 
to  the  vitals  j  a  friendshin  which,  instead  of  up- 
holding, proetiates  ia  the  oust ;  a  friendship  which 
bears  the  port  and  attitude  of  die  most  tareterate 
hostility. 

On  what  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  this  system 
ionnded  1  Gentlemen  will  pardon  iHe  for  saying 
that  it  is  based  on  oantow  and  contracted  priuct- 
ples ;  it  is  founded  on  a  dears  to  engross  all  wealth 
to  ourselves,  and  to  beggar  otbeis;  it  looks  not 
abvad  through  the  world  (hT  raao,  bat  confines 
itself  to  home,  and  even  there  it  blights  and  de- 
stroys; it  overlooks  the  plainest  principles  of  polit- 
ical economy.  For  one,  I  should  be  pleased  to  see 
all  the  nations  of  the  earth  prosperous,  and  happy, 
and  rich ;  for  it  would  iumiih  to  me  the  best  evi- 
dence of  the  pro«perity  of  my  native  land.  Were 
yoQ  a  merchant  would  you  settle  yourself  ia  a  rich 
or  poor  neighborhood  1  Sir,  you  would  not  be  bo 
blind  aa  to  locate  yourself  among  persons  who 
would  not  be  able  to  purchase  your  goods.  So 
irith  nations  with  w^om  we  trade.  Let  us  then 
notrua  after  bubbles;  let  us  learn  contentmait,  and 
not  deceive  ourselves ;  let  us  then  not  mdely  and 
heedlessly  throw  from  us  the  rich  blessings  which 
Providence  has  bestowed  upon  UB ;  let  other  nations 
press  on,  if  they  please,  to  that  point  when  they 
will  lose  their  agricultural,  and  assume  a  manu&c- 
turiog  cUaracler  ;  so  muca  the  belter  for  as ;  our 
market  will  thus  be  incteaaed  for  the  products  of 
onr  soil,  and  wealth  and  happiness  will  await  us. 

I  thank  the  Comouttee  for  their  attention ;  and 
although  I  might  urge  many  more  coasidexations 
upon  Uiem,  yet  an  anxiety  to  see  the  session  ter- 
minate, and  knowing  that  others  have  to  follow 
me  who  will  embrace  in  their  different  views  all 
that  is  important  to  bring  us  to  a  correct  conclu- 
sion, 1  shall  add  nothing  mare  than  the  expression 
of  an  anxious  desire  that  we  may  not  now  lay  the 
cornerstone  of  this  ruinous  system  of  policy. 

Mr.  Stobbb  delivoed  a  speech  of  about  an  hour's 
length,  in  reply. 

Mr.  Gbohs  said,  that  the  proposition  of  the 
honomUe  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Ttler) 
must  have  originated  in  a  conviction,  on  his  part, 
ol  the  impolicy  <tf  the  bill,  considered  in  relation 
to  the  principles  upon  which  it  has  been  framed, 
and  not  in  a  mare  dissatisfaction  with  its  details. 
In  the  latter  ease,  candor  and  patriotism  would 
have  concurred  in  pointing  the  honorable  gentle- 
man to  a  course  very  dineient  from  the  one  he 
had  adopted.  He  would  have  proposed  amend- 
ments rather  than  have  submitted  a  motion  to  de- 
stroy the  bill.  Whet  reasons  does  he  offer  to  induce 
UB  to  sumort  his  motion  7  I  confess,  said  Mr.  G., 
that  I  Uioutd  think  him  is  favor  of  the  bilL  did  I 
take  bis  nmaiks  instead  of  his  motion,  as  the  tttt 


of  his  sentiments.  He  acknowledges  that  the 
general  pacification  of  Europe,  and  the  consequent 
toss  of  a  market  for  our  agncnttural  prodaetions, 
is  the  cause  of  the  present  aistress.  Thehonorable 
gentleman,  sir,  is  perfectly  right.  We  may  talk 
about  banks  and  extravagance  as  much  as  we  please; 
bat  they  are  not  the  cause  of  our  misfortunes. 
They  are  rather  the  evidences  of  our  former  pros- 
perity. Whenevery  thing  which  our  soil  produced 
commanded  a  high  price  in  the  European  markets^ 
and  when  we  were  the  carriers  for  all  nations,  we 
could  afford  to  be  extravagant  Industry,  sir,  sint- 
ple  industry,  was  sufficient  to  secure  to  every  indi> 
vidoal  the  necessaries  and  conveniences  of  life. 
The  mechanic  found  abundant  emj^oymenl ;  the 
planter  and  &rmer  enjoyed  a  reedy  market  for  thar 
produce;  and  the  merchant  becemewealthy.  The 
case  is  aflered  now,  sir.  The  mechanic  is  without 
business,  the  farmer  finds  no  market,  and  the  cap- 
italist, instead  of  growing  rich  bv  ttie  interest  of 
his  money,  is  forced  to  live  upon  the  principal,  un- 
less he  choose  to  fatten  on  the  mi^ottunes  of  his 
neighbors.  Can  tdl  Ais,  sir,  be  the  effect  of  luxury  ? 
Extravagance  makes  money  change  its  owner^ 
but  does  not  banish  it  from  a  country,  if  that  conn- 
try  be  otherwise  in  a  floorishine  condition.  We 
must  abandon,  it  is  true,  our  habits  of  show  and 
parade,  in  order  to  accoimnodate  ourselves  to  our 
present  reduced  condition  :  but  if  there  be  no  market 
for  the  produce  of  our  soil,  and  no  demand  for  our 
labor,  our  ^orts  will  bareljr  enable  us  to  subsist 
To  arrest  the  progress  of  this  evil,  and  to  prevent 
the  enormous  exportation  of  specie,  it  seemstome 
that  we  should  famish  ourselves  with  those  articles 
for  which  we  have  heretofore  sent  our  money  across 
the  Ailantic. 

But  let  us  inquire,  said  Mr.  G.,  what  remedy  the 
honorable  gentleman  proposes  for  the  evils  which 
oppress  us.  Why,sir,  he  seemsto  havediscovered 
a  "  speck  of  war"  in  the  European  horizon,  a  little 
cloud,  no  bigger  at  present  th&a  a  man's  hand,  hot 
which  he  devoutly  hopes  and  believes  will  increase 
and  overehadow  the  whole  eastern  continent.  Has 
it  indeed,  sir.  come  to  this?  Are  we  (o  confine 
ourselves  exclusively  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil, 
even  when  its  produce  will  not  procure  us  the  re- 
fuse trash  of  Europe  7  Are  we  to  wait  in  our 
present  situation  until  a  war  in  Europe  shall  work 
our  deliverance?  The  hope  of  such  an  event  ia 
impious.  But  suj^se  it  should  actually  happe% 
where  is  our  security  for  its  continuance  7  Must 
OUT  prosperity  forever  depend  on  the  misfortunes 
of  Efurope?  Shall  we  be  condemned  to  mourn 
whenever  peace  shall  bless  her  shores  7  Where  is 
representative  who  is  prepared  to  leave  bis 
country  in  such  a  state  of  vassalage  and  depend- 
ence 7  We  have,  sir,  at  a  vast  expense  of  blood 
and  treasure,  established  and  maintained  our  polit- 
ical independence;  but  if  the  present  stateoftbin^ 
be  without  remedy,  or,  if  we  have  not  spirit  enough 
to  adopt  a  plan  of  reform  in  our  internal  policy, 
we  may  as  well  renew  our  allegiance  (o  the  firiti» 
Crown,  and  save  the  trouble  and  expense  of  gov- 
erning ourselves. 

The  honorable  gentleman,  said  Mr.  G.,  seems  to 
concur  with  the  celebrated  Dr.  Smidi,  that  we 
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ought  not  to  accommodate  oui  pursuits  to  our  cir- 
cnmstances.  What  else  can  he  mean  by  iroraiD^ 
us  Dot  to  change  the  direction  of  the  national  capi- 
tal? The  learned  doctor  informs  his  readers  that 
"  the  tailor  does  not  attempt  to  make  his  own 
'  shoes,  but  buys  ihem  of  toe  shoemaker.  The 
'  shoemaker  does  not  attempt  to  make  his  own 
'  clothe^  hut  employi  Che  tailor.  The  farmer," 
he  contmues^  "  attempts  to  make  neither  the 
'  one  DOT  the  other,  but  employs  thoae  different 
'  artificers."  'And  what  is  the  reason  which  the 
doctor  gives  for  all  this  1  It  L^  according  to  him, 
because  "all  these  find  it  for  their  interest  to  em- 
*  ploy  their  whole  industry  in  a  way  in  which 
'  they  have  some  advantage  over  their  neighbors, 
'  and  to  purchase  with  a  part  of  its  produce,  or, 
'  vbat  is  the  same  thing,  with  the  price  of  apart 
'  of  it,  whatever  else  they  may  have  occasion  for." 
Will  any  one  deny  the  correctness  of  these  re- 
marks 1  Yet,  sir,  if  thay  be  designed  as  an  argu- 
ment  against  the  present  bill,  there  are  not  more 
sophistical  and  Jesuitical  senteneos  in  the  English 
language.  They  are  founded  on  the  assumed  fact 
that  the  tailor,  the  shoemaker,  and  the  farmer,  de- 
pend mutually  on  each  other  for  the  pirtienlar 
articles  which  their  industry  produces.  Bnt  let  us 
suppose,  for  a  moment,  that  the  farmer  has  no 
longer  any  "advsnCa^  over  his  neiebbor,"  the 
tailor,  by  the  estivation  of  ih«  soil.  Let  ns  take 
it  for  granted  that  he  cannot  dispose  of  his  pro- 
visions; that  the  shoemaker  is  supplied  from  an- 
other quarter,  and  thai  the  tailor  supplies  himself. 
Liet  us  imagme,  moreover,  a  very  probable  case, 
that,  for  the  went  of  a  market,  he  cannot  purchase, 
with  the  price  of  a  part  of  his  produce,  the  shoes 
and  coats  of  his  neighbors ;  what  shall  he  do 
under  these  circumstances?  Shall  heremain  un- 
clothed and  unshod  for  fear  of  interfering  with 
Dr.  Smith's  system  of  economy  1  Shall  he  prefer 
the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  naked  as  he  is,  which 
can  yield  him  no  profit,  to  those  mechanical  arts 
which  wilL  at  least,  secure  him  from  the  in- 
clemency of  the  weather,  and  preaeiTe  him  from 
debtl 

The  honoraUe  gentleman,  said  Mr.  G.,  informs 
ns  that  manutactares  are  no  more  depressed  than 
other  classes  of  the  community.  True,  sir ;  but 
shall  we,  for  this  reason,  abandon  the  country  to 
its  fate?  Yes,  says  the  honorable  gentleman,  let 
every  thins  resulate  itself,  and  manufactures  will 
gradually  he  mtrodoced  from  necessity.  I  am 
satisfied,  raid  Mr.  G.,  that  they  will  be  established, 
whether  we  pass  this  bill  or  not ;  for,  by  permit- 
ting things  to  take  their  natural  course,  whilst 
every  othe  mation  is  intermeddling  with  commer- 
cial matters,  we  are  reduced  to  the  necessity  of 
suspending  almost  entirely  our  foreign  importa- 
tions. We  are  compelled  to  provide  a  home  mar- 
ket for  our  provisions  and  raw  materials.  For  my 
Dsir,  I  am  willing  to  aid  the  effects  of  our 
sh  policy,  while  they  tend  to  work  their  own 
remedy.  Tne  good  sense  of  the  community  is 
awake.  A  spirit  of  inquiry  has  gone  forth,  and 
the  progress  of  public  opinion  in  favor  of  a  change 
of  policy  is  not  to  be  arrested;  but,  if  the  Govern- 
ment does  nothing,  years  of  suffering  and  embar- 


rassment may  pass  away  before  the  evil  wUl  be 


of  reformation  ;  the  skilful  physician  follows  the 
indications  of  nature,  and  assists  all  its  operations 
in  throwing  oS'  the  disease.  Let  us  follow  the 
example,  and  afford  a  seasonable  encouragement 
to  the  manufacturing  interest,  which  is  now  strug- 
gling between  hope  and  despair. 

But  the  honoraole  gentleman,  said  Mr.  O.,  fore- 
sees an  excise  duty,  if  we  pass  this  bill-  After 
proving  that  such  will  be  the  result,  I  cannot  see 
that  he  will  have  gained  much  ground.  What 
has  his  own  system  produced?  A  deficit  of  five 
millions,  and  a  yearly  decrease  of  revenue.  As  to 
the  revenue,  the  two  systems  are  the  same ;  but  in 
regard  to  the  internal  prosperity  of  the  country, 
the  advantage  is  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  new 
plan  of  economy.  The  old  policy  has  ruined  the 
revenue  by  impoverishing  the  people;  the  present 
bill  proposes  to  exclude  a  portion  of  foreign  com- 
modities^ in  order  to  encourage  the  industry  of  our 
own  citizens.  Let  us  look  hack  to  the  late  war, 
and  to  the  measures  of  Government  at  its  dose. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  contest  we  expe- 
rienced the  evils  of  a  want  of  manufacturing  e»- 
tablishmenis  in  the  most  sensible  maoner;  the 
capitalist  began  to  turn  his  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject ;  but,  before  a  supply  could  be  fumbhed,  the 
Government  was  compelled  to  submit  to  the  dis- 
grace of  conniving  at  a  violation  of  its  own  lawa, 
and  of  countenancing  smuggling,  for  the  sake  en 
clothing  the  army.  The  youth  of  our  establish- 
ments, their  small  number,  and  the  consequent 
want  of  competition,  caused  the  high  prices  for 
which  our  manufacturers  have  been  so  often  re- 
proached. A  few  years  would  have  remedied  the 
evil.  The  lesson  taught  us  at  that  time  ought  not 
so  soon  to  have  been  forgotten.  We  ought  to 
have  learned  that  it  was  essential  to  our  independ- 
ence to  be  able,  at  all  times,  to  furnish  ourselres 
with  many  of  the  articles  which  we  now  import 
from  alffoad. 

But,  on  the  receipt  of  the  news  of  peace,  the 
countiy  seemed  mad  with  joy.  Without  rwec^ 
ing  on  the  altered  situation  of  Europe,  and  not 
considering  that  our  produce  could  no  longer  be 
disposed  oT  in  that  Quarter,  Cooeress  formed  a 
tariff  on  the  honorable  gentleman's  plan.  They 
enacted  a  treasury  tariff,  a  revenue  tariff,  without 
the  least  regard  to  the  situation  of  the  country. 
Need  I  mention  the  result  1  The  low  duties  whicli 
were  imposed  brought  upon  the  nation  a  perfect 
deluge  of  foreign  articles.  Our  infant  manufac- 
turing establishments  were  prostrated ;  but  the  in- 
dividual distress  of  their  proprietors  was  unno- 
ticed amidst  the  general  joy  at  seeing  the  National 
Treasury  filled  to  overflowing.  What  is  the  re- 
sult? This  system  has  operated  like  an  exhilar- 
ating poison,  which,  at  first,  increased  the  animal 
powers,  but  finally  sinks  them  to  the  grave.  Thia 
system  has  been  pursued  to  the  present  time.  Will 
any  one,  at  this  day,  call  it  a  revenue  system?  It 
deserves  a  different  title.  We  have  purchased 
foreign  commodities  until  the  country  is  reduced 
to  the  utmost  distress.    We  can  purchase  them  no 
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deficit  by  a  loaa,  and,  for  ibe  balance,  the  Lord 
knows  how;  and  yet  the  honorable  eenilemaQ 
warns  vs  against  a  change  of  policy,  lor  fear  of 
affecting  the  revenue ;  that  miserable  remnant,  I 
suppose  he  means,  which  our  blessed  revenue  sys- 
tem has  not  destroyed.  Can  that  policy  be  wise 
which  renders  Tvar  a  blessing?  I  appeal  to  the 
recolleclion  of  every  member  of  this  House,  if  the 
last  war,  witb  aJl  its  taxes,  pressed  so  heavily  on 


the  country  as  thej 


;e? 


which  is  DOW  paid  to  foreigners.    Will  this  be 
itbing,  sir  1     Is  it  nothing  to  prevent  the  annual 
exportation  of  thirty  millions  ofspecie  7    This  bill 
ill  enable  us,  in  peace  and  in  war,  to  set  at  defi- 
Lce  the  wo7st  possible  state  of  the  European  mar- 
kets, and  leave  us  free  to  profit  b_y  every  change  in 
r  fawr.  I  am  not  disposed,  said  Mr.  G.,  to  sound 
alarm  on  every  IriHing  occasion  ;  but  1  cannot 
help  beheviog  tbat  if  we  pursue  our  present  course 
''  policy,  it  will  require  no  prophet  to  foretel  the 
:ensive  ruin  which  awaits  u:s.    A  moneyed  aris- 
tocracy, the  most  odious  of  all  the  forms  of  tyrsD- 


1  believe,  said  Mr.  G..  tbat  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman willfindit  difficult  to  prove,  what  beseems 
to  have  no  hesitation  in  asserting,  that  this  bill 
will  lessen  oui  ezportations.  Wfaat  do  England 
and  France  purchase  of  us  at  present,  which  they 
can  possibly  do  without  ?  If,  therefore,  we  should 
encourage  the  industry  of  our  citizens  by  manu- 
facturiug  a  portion  of  our  own  raw  materials,  it 
will  by  no  means  interfere  with  the  sale  of  the  re- 
main dei. 

It  is  insisted  by  the  honorable  gentleman,  said 
Mi.  G.,  that  this  bill  will  induce  capitalists 
gage  in  manufacturing,  and  that  the  result  will  be 
acompetitiooat  home,  which  will  reduce  the  prices 
of  manufactuied  articles  to  a  level  with  those  of 
foreign  nations.  He  even  predicts  that  the  lime 
may  come  when  the  introduction  of  foreign  com- 
modities of  a  certain  description  will  be  prohibited. 
Does  the  honorable  gentleman  believe  this?  Does 
the  House  believe  it  ?  Sir,  I  should  hail  such  au 
event  as  the  era  of  the  complete  independence  of 
this  country.  The  example  of  EnaWd  is  con- 
tinually presented  to  our  7iew.  We  are  told  of 
Iter  continual  wars,  of  her  immense  debt,  and  of 
the  starving  condition  of  the  lower  class  of  hi 
citizens.  Sir,  said  Mr.  G.,  I  &m  not  an  advocate 
for  the  principles  by  which  she  has  been  governed. 
The  honorable  gentleman  says  that  her  vast  popu- 
lation has  compelled  her  to  resort  to  the  mauufac- 
turiug  system  for  their  support ;  but  I  say,  sir,  that 
her  manufacturing  system  has  produced  her  vast 
population.  By  manufacturing  for  exportation, 
she  has  sutyected  herself  to  the  same  inconvenien- 
ces to  which  we  are  liable,  by  not  manufacturing 
at  all.  She  has  rendered  nerself  dependent  an  a 
foreign  market  for  the  sale,  not  of  toe  produce  of 
her  husbandmen,  but  of  her  mechanics.  To  pre- 
serve this  foreign  market,  she  has  for  a  century 
kept  Europe  involved  in  war.  She  has  oppressed 
Ireland,  enslaved  India,  and  cheated  the  rest  of  the 
world.  The  only  difference  between  her  and  our- 
selves is,  thai  we  are  dependent  on  foreign  coun- 
tries for  the  purchase,  and  she  for  the  sale  of  maa- 
uiactuted  articles.  Sut  is  there  no  medium  be- 
]  foreigners  for  the  pur- 


r  industrious  citi: 


)  furn 


we  pel 

supply  for  home  consumption,  we  should  be 
pendent  on  neither  the  one  nor  the  other.    Must 
we  of  course  manufacture  for  exportati     , 
encourage  the  system  at  all  1  By  no  means.   The 
effect  of  a  judicious  encouragement  of  the  mechan- 
ical arts  will  be  to  retain  in  thet  country  the  cash 


ny,  is  making  rapid  strides  to  universal  dominion. 
The  late  prosperity  of  oui  affairs,  and  the  present 
state  of  our  resources,  have  enabled  tbe  capitalist 


to  reap  an  extensive  harvest  of  gain. 

I  am  well  satisfied, said  Mi.  G.,  that  there  is  ade- 
cid«d  nuyorily  in  tbe  House  who  approve  of  the 

Principles  upon  which  this  bill  baa  been  framed. 
'hey  all  acknowledge  that  our  policy  must  be 
changed.  It  is,  evident,  however,  tl^t  certain 
items  of  its  detail  are  uns&tisiactory  to  some  of  its 
friends.  For  myself,  sir,  I  can  assure  the  House 
tbat  BO  private  consideration  shall  induce  me  to 
vote  against  the  passage  of  tbe  bill.  It  has  a  na- 
tional olyect  in  view,  and  individual  considerBtions 
should  be  laid  aside.  We  have  heard  much  wrang- 
ling from  a  quarter  whence  it  should  hive  bem 
least  expected.  The  very  people  who  are  most 
interested  in  the  passage  of^this  bill,  and  whose 
ctemands  for  the  encouragement  of  their  peculiar 
industry  have  almost  uniformly  been  complied 
with,  lire  ctamnirous  about  a  miserable  tax  ot^Gve 
cents  the  gallon  on  molasses.  My  tnroediate  con- 
stituents, ail,  are  deeply  interested  in  the  proposed 
incre«se  of  duly  on  bar  iron ;  but  I  am  proud  to 
believe  that,  should  it  be  stricken  out,  i  should 
forfeit  their  confidence  by  voting  against  the  bill. 
I  Uust,  sir,  that  the  motion  of  the  honoiable  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  will  be  rejected. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out  the 
first  sectioa-of  the  bill,  and  deoid«d  in  the  nes»- 
tive,  73  votes  to  «. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  then  took  up  the 
other  bill  referred  to  it,  by  the  title  of  "A  bill  re- 
l^ating  the  payment  of  duties  on  merchandise 
imported,  and  for  other  purposes." 

[This  bill  provides,  that,  from  and  after  a  cer- 
tain date,  the  duties  laid  on  all  coods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States,  ex- 
cept dying  drugs,  and  raaterials  for  composing 
dves,  gum  arabic,  gum  Senegal,  and  all  other  arti- 
cles used  solely  lor  medicinal  purposes,  cassia, 
cinnamon,  cloves,  chocolate,  cocoa,  coffee,  indigo, 
mace,  molasses,  nutmegs,  peeper,  pimento,  salt, 
ochre,  sugar,  tea,  shall  bepaidWorea  permit  shall 
be  granted  for  landing  the  same,  unless  entered  for 
exportation  or  deposited  In  public  store  houses. 
On  the  excepted  articles,  duties  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  dollars  in  amount  to  be  paid  in  cash; 
and,  if  exceeding  that  sum,  shall  he  alkrwed  a 
credit,  on  one  half  for  three  months,  and  on  the 
other  half  for  six  months — except  tea,  the  duties 
on  which  are  to  be  payable,  in  equal  paymentti,  at 
three,  six,  and  nine  months.] 
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Mr.  Baldwin  twe  and  addressed  the  Chair  as 
follows : 

In  commeocuig  its  optrations,  our  GoTetnmeat 
justly  deemed  it  of  great  importaoce  to  gire  ereiy 
lacility  to  the  commeice  ol  onr  country.  There 
was  then  peace  in  Europe.  Commerce  was  piD- 
ci[ali]'  in  the  bauds  of  two  nalioui,  -whose  capital 
was  so  abuodant  that,  in  Holland,  it  was  said  not 
to  be  a  bad  business  for  a  merchant,  by  his  labors 
and  the  employment  of  bis  money,  to  realize  6  -per 
cent.  In  Engkud,  an  unequivocal  evidence  of 
the  extent  of  unemployed  capital  was,  that  their 
3  per  cent,  stocks  were  in  the  market  at  93  per 


to  give  aid  to  commerce  by  affording  creditsat  the 
cusiom-houses,  on  the  importation  of  goods — it 
was  not  necessary.  In  this  country  Che  case  was 
different.  The  period  which  immediately  suc- 
ceeded ^e  Revoluiion.  was  one  of  unexampled 
embarrassment,  fcom  wuich  we  were  just  recoTCr- 
ing  when  the  Goveriiinenl  was  organized.  There 
was  but  little  capital  in  the  comtry.  Its  com- 
merce was  mostly  carried  on  hy  foreigners,  whose 
superior  capital  gave  them  great  adVantages  in 
their  competition  with  our  citizetw — it  thus  be- 
came necessary  to  divert  trade  from  i&accustomed 
chsnneb,  by  every  possible  facility.  Imposts  were 
the  principai  source  of  revenue — merchants  the 
agents  to  collect  Irom  the  people.  Credits  for  the 
duties  were  allowed  them, not  only  to  give  timeto 
collect  from  consuinors,  but  as  a  means  of  increas- 
ing their  capital,  by  retaining,  and  having  the  use 
of  the  money,  until  their  bonds  became  due.  In 
nS9,  the  credit  allowed  on  goods  ficm  the  West 
Indi«s,was  four  months;  on  Madeimwijiea,  twelve 
monttu ;  on  all  other  goods,  six  months.  In  1790, 
a  ciedit  was  given  on  teas  from  China,  of  twelve 
months.  In  1795,  the  credit  on  goods  from  the 
West  Indies  was  alined  to  three  and  ax  months; 
from  Europe  to  eight,  ten,  and  tnreire  months. 
In  1799,  a  general  system  was  adopted ;  from  the 
West  India,  half  in  three,  half  in  six  laonths ; 
salt,  nine  months;  wines,  twelve  months;  from 
Europe,  one-third  each  in  eight,  ten.  and  twelve 
moatas ;  other  than  from  Europe,  half  in  six  and 
one^ourth,  each  in  nine  and  twelve  months ;  teas, 
as  other  goods,  or,  at  the  option  of  the  importer, 
to  be  deposited,  and  bonds  given  at  two  years, 
and  to  be  sold  for  the  duties,  if  the  btmds  wn«  not 
duly  paid.  In  190S,  all  importations  litam  the 
cantern  coast  of  America,  north  of  the  equator, 
were  allowed  the  seme  credits  as  those  from  the 
Weet  Indies.  In  I81S,  the  credit  on  such  imporla- 
tioDS  was  extended  to  six  and  nine  months ;  on 
those  fhaa  olber  countries  than  Europe  and  the 
Weat  Indies,  (salt,  wines,  and  teas  exeVfteA,)  to 
eight,  ten,  and  eighteen  months,  one-third  being 

Kyable  at  each  of  these  periods.    No  alteration 
3  since  been  made,  so  that  the  crediB  now  are : 
On  the  ilnties  on  importalicms  from  the  West 
Indies  and  north  of  the  equator,  (excepting  Eu- 
rope,) half  in  six  and  half  in  nine  months. 

From  Europe,  one-third  in  eight,  one-third  in 
ten,  and  cme-third  in  twelve  months. 

From  the  East  India,  one-third  in  eight,  cme- 
third  in  ten,  and  one'thitd  in  eigblcen  montjia. 


Of  wines,  twelve  months. 

Of  salt,  nine  months. 

Of  teas,  one-third  in  eight,  one-third  in  ten,  and 
one-third  in  twelvemonths;  or,if  deposited,  twenty- 
four  months. 

While  oureommercewas  struggling  to  compete 
with  that  of  other  nations,  there  were  good  rea- 
sons for  allowing  liberal  credits  on  the  duties; 
but,  when  the  French  revolution  threw  the  com- 
merce of  the  world  into  our  hands  ;  when  the  cap- 
ital of  f<:»%igners  was  employed  by  our  merchants, 
the  use  of  it  being  amply  compensated  by  the  pro- 
tection of  our  Qag,  there  would  seem  to  have  been 
no  very  powerful  reasons  for  taxing  the  consumers 
to  create  or  enlarge  the  capital  of  merchants  ;  for 
such  is  the  imm^iate  effect  of  cusltHn-house  cre- 
dits. It  is  understood  to  be  the  custom  of  mer- 
chants to  calculate  their  profits  on  the  aggr^^te 
cost  of  goods,  including  charges  and  duties.  The 
amou at  of  duties  is,  in  effect,B  loan  from  the  Gov- 
ernment to  the  merchant,  without  interest,  which 
becomes  a  part  of  his  capital,  and  is  as  productive 
as  the  tnoney  he  has  actually  remitted  in  payment 
for  his  goods.  It  would  seem  then  to  be  as  rea- 
sonable that  be  should  furnish  this  as  that  he 
should  furnish  the  other  portion  of  his  capital. 
Whrai  the  credit  on  the  duties  exceeds  that  allowed 
on  sales  to  retailers,  it  affords  to  the  importer  the 
further  advantage  of  the  active  use  of  the  money 
which  has  been  drawn  from  those  who  really  pay 
the  duties. 

It  would  have  seemed  mote  consistent  with  gen- 
eral princii^es,  if,  ia  the  infancy  and  during  the 
hard  struggle  of  our  commerce,  liberal  credits  had 
been  given,  and  they  had  been  gradually  dimin' 
ished,  as  there  was  less  occasion  for  them.  The 
reverse,  however,  h&s  been  our  policy.  Though, 
during  the  period  of  short  credits,  our  commerce 
was  cOQstantly  and  rapidly  increasing,  and  not 
content  with  a  fair  divi»on  with  other  nations, 
was  attaining  a  monopoly,  yet  the  credits  were 
extended  in  proportion  as  the  real  necessity  for 
them  diminisWr.  Even  so  late  as  1818,  when 
our  East  India  merchants  had  acquired  vast  wealth, 
abundant  capital,  and  were  without  foreign  com- 
petition, their  credits  were  in  part  extended  to 
eighteen  months — a  longer  peiiod,  I  will  venture 
to  say,  than  they  give  their  customers.  The  con- 
sequence of  this  aystnn  is,  that,  by  selling  at  auc- 
tion for  ca^,  or  on  short  credit,  ibr  notes  which 
can  be  discounted  at  bank,  the  amount  of  duties 
thus  loaned  may  be  invested  in  a  new  voyage. 
Genaally  one,  and  ofUm  two  odveotures,  may  De 
completed  before  the  duties  on  the  first  are  due. 

We  have  lately  heard  much  of  the  favorite  com- 
mercial maxim :  "  Let  us  alone,  let  trade  regulate 
itself."  The  nactical  a^licaUon  of  this  maxim 
is  developed  by  this  ouslom-house  system.  Our 
Ugi^atiotL  upon  this  subject  has  been  uniftwmly 
progressive,  ll^ulation  has  indeed  followed  regu- 
ution  ;  but  it  has  been  lo^lve  additioaal  facilities 
to  commerce.  The  credits  at  the  custom-house 
have  been  ojlen  altered ;  but  in  every  case  they 
have  increased.  Our  statute  bot^  does  not  con- 
tain a  solitary  ioslance  of  a  credit  diminished. 
This  syston  Mving  been  coeval  with  our  Gov«ra- 
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meat,  fotlowed  up  by  a  anirorin  series  of  actt  for 
thirty  years,  is  now  viewed  as  ihe  natural  and  es- 
tabliahed  order  of  (hingt ;  as  a  matiu  of  right,  not 
of  faror.  Exteadiog  the  credit  mean*,  "let  us 
alone ;"  to  reduce  it  to  the  old  terms  is  to  destroy 
the  commerce  of  the  country.  It  is  worth  while 
to  look  at  the  practical  illuEiralion  of  this  rule  in 
the  act  of  1818,  the  last  law  on  the  sulriect,  paued 
on  the  last  day  of  the  session.  The  Bast  India 
credits  were  extended  to  eighteen  months,  in  the 
last  line  of  the  last  clause  in  the  last  section  of  a 
bill  for  the  deposite  of  winea  and  spirits,  and  for 
other  purposes.  It  mi^t  be  well  to  inquire  into 
the  evidence  on  which  this  measure  was  reported. 
It  is  at  least  to  be  hoped  that,  from  whatever  other 
quarter  it  may  come,  the  doctrine  of  "leltiog  things 
ngnUle  themselves"  will  not  again  be  heard  from 
tluwe  who  owe  so  much  to  rc^ciuation. 

In  speaking  tbus  plainly  of  these  credits,  1  must 
not  be  understood  as  objecting  so  much  to  their 
expedienejr  at  the  time  of  their  adoption,  as  to  their 
bemg  conlinned  and  enlarged  after  the  reasons  for 
whieh  they  were  granted  have  ceased,  and  when 
their  effects  have  become  injurious  to  all  parts  of 
the  eountry.  They  were  granted  for  the  benefit  of 
American  commerce,  and  as  facilities  to  Ameri- 
can merchants ;  but  they  now  operate  to  the  de- 
struction of  the  one  and  tne  impoverishment  of  the 
other.  From  a  careful  examination  of  the  weekly 
abstracts  of  merchandise  entered  at  the  custom- 
house in  New  York,  in  the  year  1819,  it  appears 
that  there  were  entered  32,95B  packages  of  dry 
goods,  of  which  24,359  wereon  foreigti,  and  8,209 
only  on  American  account.  Thus,  in  the  proud 
emporium  of  our  commerce,  where  capital  is  abon- 
dant,  and  in  vain  seeking  profitable  employment, 
tbiee-fourths  of  the  importations  appear  to  be  on 
foreign  account,  the  sales  of  which,  for  the  most 
part,  are  by  auction.  This  is  no  forced,  but  the 
plain  and  evident  effect  of  obvious  causes.  The 
nations  of  Europe,  to  whom  England  allied  her- 
self, and  whom  she  subsidized  to  destroy  the  conti- 
nental system,  having  accomplished  the  object  of 
putting  down  its  author,  retained  or  readopted  the 
system  itsdf.  That  nation,  who  fought  the  com- 
mon battles  of  berself  and  other  nations,  and  who 
Kid  them  for  fighting  for  themsdves,  now  finds 
r  manufactures  mostly  excluded  from  (he  Cooti- 
itent;  her  merchants  and  manufacturers  seeking 
rathei  for  some  market  than  for  a  good  one.  Pew 
nations  will  buy  from  them  at  allj  none  but  this 
will  fmnish  them  with  a  capital  without  interest 
on  s  long  credit.  Other  nations  regulate  this  mat- 
ter ;  the^  require  prompt  payment  of  duties,  or  de- 
posite  of^ goods.  We  leave  things  to  rn^ate  them- 
selves, and  allow  foreigners  to  avail  themselves  of 
three-fourths  of  the  benefits  of  oar  credits.  De- 
pressed at  home  for  the  want  of  a  market  as  well 
as  of  capital,  they  eagerly  look  to  ua  as  affording 
both.  During  th»  wars  m  Europe  they  could  not 
improve  these  facililieG ;  but  now  tbey  hold  out 
inducements  and  offer  temptations  which  will 
lead  to  a  ^reat  increase,  and  a  final  monopoly  of 
our  trade  m  such  hands.  AnOTdinary  tradingvov- 
age  to  England  may  be  com|deted,  the  goo£  sold 
Iqr  mesns  of  auctions,  notes  discounted,  and  the 


goeeeds  ready  to  be  remitted  back  in  four  months. 
y  Ihe  Liverpool  packets  much  less  time  will  suf- 
fice. But,  allowing  three  operati<ms  in  a  year,  I 
find  that  our  costom-bouse  credits  on  cottons  and 
woollens  will  double  the  capital  employed  in  the 
first  year,  and  increase  135  per  centum  at  the  end 
of  the  second  year.  In  this  mode  a  loan,  pen>etual 
and  increasing  in  a  steady  ratio,  is  made  by  our 
Government  to  the  foreign  merchant;  who^ while 
he  thus  obtains  it  without  interest,  isenabiedtocoB- 
tinoe  his  operations;  and,  to  avoid  the  notary  he 
looks  more  xa  his  credit  than  to  bis  profits,  and 
willcoutinue  [lis  business  though  it  may  bealoajog 
one.  What  to  the  American  merchant  would  be 
a  losing  is  to  him  a  gainful  trade.  TheAmmcan 
importer  becomes  a  mere  caterer  to  the  foreign 
manufacturer.  The  orders  sent  out  by  him  indi- 
cate the  quanti^,  kind,  and  quality  of  goods  re- 
quired at  out  different  ports.  The  numufactaret, 
dius  advised  of  the  demand,  sends  similar  articles 
to  the  same  market.  I^  after  deducting  chaiget, 
he  can  receive  in  New  York  the  price  at  his  man- 
ufactory, he  has  the  uaiat  profit  and  an  increase  to 
his  capital  by  the  cnstom^ouse  credits.  The 
American  merchant  pays  the  manufacturer  his 
price  in  England,  and  most  sell  hoe  at  an  ad- 
vance, or  decline  boaineBa.  It  is  thcKfore  not  a 
matter  of  sorpriae  that  so  large*  proportion  of  im- 
portations should  be  on  foreign  account,  bat  rather 
that  there  should  be  any  other. 

This  at  once  accounts  for  the  cries  of  disttess 
which  assiil  us  from  the  commercial  citiea.  im- 
ploring ns  to  abolish  credits  on  imports,  ana  im- 
pose heavy  duties  on  auction  sales.  The  operation 
of  these  (wo  causes  on  all  the  great  interests  of  the 
countrv,  shows  their  intimate  connexion,  their 
mutual  dependence.  I  hope  all  will  unite  in  afford- 
ing a  remedy.  It  will  be  truly  unexpected  if  gen- 
tlemen shall  be  found  willing  to  have  the  revenue, 
commerce,  and  agricultore,  abandoned  to  Iheir 
fate,  because  the  only  measure  which  can  save 
them  will  likewise  bene£l  manufactores.  The 
occasion  is  now  fairly  presented  to  the  House. 
Tliis  bill  has  been  called  for  from  the  seaports.  It 
has  been  reported,  published  in  the  counting-rooms 
of  merchants  for  three  months,  and  not  a  solitary 
petition  against  it  from  individuals  has  been  pre- 
sented. Called  for  by  all,  and  I  may  almoat  say 
opposed  by  no  part  of  the  country,  necessary  to 
correct  existing,  not  fancied,  evils ;  evils  which  are 
felt,  and  threaten  to  be  greater  in  future,  I  cannot 
but  feel  some  confidence  that  even  the  opponents 
of  the  tariff  will  be  in  favor  of  this  bill.  For  the 
revenue  it  is  almost  iudbpensable,  as  well  for  se- 
curity as  for  convenience.  On  the  first  of  January 
of  the  present  year  the  amount  of  revenue  bonu 
actually  in  suit  exceeded  three  millions  of  doUan. 
On  the  first  of  this  month  (April)  it  was  considet- 
ably  incteased~~say  to  83.120,000.  On  the  first  of 
January,  1819,  it  was  only  81,740,000. 

That  the  increase  of  custom-house  delinquencies 
has  kept  pace  with  the  increase  of  importations  on 
foreign  account,  is  not  only  apparent  from  the  na. 
ture  of  the  case,  but  from  thu  document,*  which 

•An  official  retam  ef  tba  amauat  in  snit  in  the  dif 
Insnt  porU  in  Ih*  United  SMm. 
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ID  itself  contBins  the  most  coDclnsire  evideaee  of 
the  foct.  Salem,  one  of  out  proudest  commetcJBl 
towns,  owns  one-fourth  of  the  East  India  sbipping 
of  the  Uniled  States.  The  long^t  credits  are  on 
Bast  India  goods,  and  the  seeiiritr  for  the  duties 
is  most  liable  to  be  impaired  by  the  casualties  of 
trade.  Salem  faai,  probably,  a  greater  amount  of 
oommerce,  in  proportion  to  its  poftulatiou,  than 
any  other  town  in  the  Union  ;  but  u  is  prosecuted 
on  American  account.  The  bonds  in  suit  there, 
at  the  last  returns,  amounted  only  to  S4,366 ;  in 
Boston,  the  amount  was  8174,000 ;  in  New  York, 
8844,000 ;  in  Philadelphia,  $471,000 ;  Baltimore, 
$446,000;  Norfolk,  251,000 ;  Charleston,  210,000; 
Savannah,  $251,000.  The^  are,  as  to  revenue,  the 
effects  of  a  change  of  the  imports  of  the  country 
to  foreigners.  American  mercnants  are  idle ;  they 
ofier  to  loan  you  their  money  at  five  per  centum  on 
a  long  loan.  They  are  fixed  in  the  country — their 
property  and  chancter  are  security  for  the  payment 
of  duties  due  from  them.  It  is  not  so  with  the 
transient  foreigner.  His  cargo  gives  him  credit, 
and  makes  him  a  good  man  at  the  custom-bouse. 
One  is  surety  for  another.  They  sell  their  goods 
at  auction,  and  go  off  and  leave  their  bonds  un- 
paid. The  money  is  lost  to  the  Treasarr,  but  is 
taken  from  the  pocsets  of  our  citizens.  Tnus,  this 
credit  system  tends  strongly  to  the  exhaustion  of 
our  resources,  to  the  oppression  of  our  own.  and 
the  encouragement  of  foreign  industry.  When, 
in  addition  to  these  credits,  the  importations  of  for^ 
eigners  are  sold  by  anctioneers,  and  one  man  does 
the  business  of  one  hundred,  we  have  only  to  cal- 
culate the  effects  on  the  merchant,  the  mechanic, 
all  the  inhabitants  of  a  seaport,  and  the  farmers 
of  the  surrounding  country  ;  one  hundred  faousn, 
one  hundred  stores  unoccupied ;  one  hundred  sets 
of  clerks  and  servants  unemployed ;  one  hundred 
families  less  to  feed  and  clothe,  to  pay  general  and 
local  taxes,  to  contribute  to  the  support  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  defence  of  the  country.  To  this 
list,  and  to  embrace  all  classes  of  society,  1  hope 
I  may  add  the  manufacturer^  in  whose  favor  im- 

Eort  duties  cease  to  be  discnminating,  the  credit 
aving  the  effect  of  a  positive  bounty  on  the  im- 
portation of  foreign  fabrics.  The  credit,  averaging 
twelve  months,  is  equal  to  six  per  centum  to  the 
needy  foreign  manufectorer,  who,  in  hone  of  bet- 
ter times,  IS  willing  to  keep  up  his  credit  at  any 
toss.  The  loan  thus  obtained,  may  be  worth  the 
whole  amoont  of  duties,  the  highest  rate  of  which 
is  but  thirty  per  centunij  say  two  and  a  half  per 
cent,  a  month — a  rate  of  interest  not  unheard  of  in 
times  of  commercial  embarrassment,  even  in  this 
country. 

To  guard  against  these  general  and  increasing 
evils,  and  to  combine,  as  much  as  possible,  the 
protection  of  all  the  great  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, the  bill  proposes  to  allow  on  drugs,  dye  stufis, 
and  what  are  generally  called  groceries,  except 
wines  and  ardent  spirits,  a  credit  of  three  and 
six  months;. on  teas,  three,  sis,  and  nine  months; 
manufactured  articles  to  pay  the  duties  on  their 
Birival,  or  to  be  deposited  in  warehouses  for  six 
months,  and  then  to  be  sold  by  auction,  if  the  du- 
ties are  not  paid.    Though  all  the  petitions  on  the 


subject  (and  the  House  will  remark  that  most  of 
them  are  from  merchants.^  prayed  for  an  indis- 
criminate abolition  of  credits,  the  committee  ap- 
prehended that  this  would  cause  a  change  in  the 
commerce  of  the  country,  which,  in  its  present  de- 
pressed state^  it  could  not  bear.  Strange  as  it  may 
seem,  and  little  as  I  well  know  they  wilt  be  cred- 


ited, even  for  the  existence  of  the  motive,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Manufactures  did  anzioosly  desire,  and 
took  great  pains  to  shape  this  bill  so  as  to  answer 
all  the  common  objects,  and  yet  save  the  mer- 
chants from  the  ill  efiects  of  granting  the  entire 
prayer  of  their  own  petitions.  Had  iv«  done  that, 
we  should  have  been  justly  exposed  to  the  imputa- 
tion of  attending  to  only  one,  and  not  considering 
the  other  matters  referred  to  us  by  the  House. 
The  West  India  trade  was  in  the  hands  of  Ameri- 
can merchants,  and  did  not  operate  injuriously  to 
the  principal  manufactures;  we  did  not  intend  to 
touch  these  credits,  and,  I  think,  by  sound  construc- 
tion of  the  law,  we  do  not.  This  requires  eipla- 
nation.  In  1799,  these  credits  were  enlarged  from 
four  to  three  and  six  months.  In  1B05,  the  impor- 
tations from  countries  north  of  the  equator,  on  the 
eastern  coast  of  America,  and  the  islands  aajaceut, 
were  allowed  the  same  credit  as  importations  from 
the  West  Indies;  thus  making  two  distinct  de- 
scriptions  of  places  or  countries,  the  one  not  in- 
cluaingthe  other.  In  the  famous  law  of  1818,  the 
credits  on  importations  from  north  of  the  equator 
(using  the  same  words  as  the  law  of  1605,]  were 
extended  to  six  and  nine  months.     The  cr—' — 


Believing  this  to  be  erroneous,  and  that  neither  the 
intention  nor  the  words  of  the  act  will  embrace 
the  case,  we  feel  satisfied  that  they  remain  as  fixed 
in  1799.  If  we  are  mistaken,  it  at  least  shows 
the  necessity  of  watching  provisions  of  this  kind, 
which  have  any  important  Dearing  on  the  revenue, 
and  the  impropriety  of  inserting  mem  in  laws,  the 
title  of  which  would  not  lead  the  House,  on  the 
last  day  of  a  session,  to  examine  all  its  details. 
On  the  importation  of  goods  imported  from  the 
East  Indies,  it  has  not  been  thought  necessary  to 
give  a  longer  credit  than  on  the  same  when  im- 
ported in  the  West  Indies:  our  views  having  a  ref- 
erence rather  to  the  articles  imported  than  to  the 
place  whence  derived. 

No  good  reasons  presented  themselves  for  giving 
facilities  to  importations  from  countries  with  which 
our  trade  was  a  losing  one,  and  which  afforded  no 
market  for  our  produce.  It  appears  that,  in  the 
years  1817  and  1818,  out  exports  to  China  alone 
amonnted  to  57,240,000 ;  of  which  $5,600,000  were 
in  specie^  S1,51S,000  ia  foreign,  and  only  $74,896 
in  Ametican  produce.  The  exports  of  products  to 
Asia  wer&  American  $61,000,  foreign  $511,000{ 
amount  of^  specie  not  known.  In  1818  and  1819. 
the  amount  of  specie  exported  to  China  exceedea 
$7,000,000.  Desirons  not  to  bear  too  hard  upon, 
and  unwilling  to  encourage  this  trade,  the  credits 
were  reduced  to  such  a  term  that  a  new  voyage 
could  not  be  completed  on  the  capital  furnished 
by  the  duties  on  a  former  one.  This  was  carried 
on  mostly,  if  not  wholly,  by  men  of  great  wealth, 
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who  could  require  do  facilities  except  in  t^Rard  lo 
importation ;  aud  ibese,  it  is  believed,  are  liberally 
provided  for  by  the  third  section  of  this  bill.  But 
there  were  imperious  reasons  for  abolishing  the 
credits  on  manufactured  coods,  especially  from 
Europe.  The  security  of  tlie  revenue,  the  protec- 
tioa  of  American  commerce  and  industry,  seemed 
to  concur  in  demanding  such  a  change  in  the  sys- 
tem, that  the  goods  should  not  come  into  the  mar- 
ket till  the  duties  were  paid.  It  was  much  wished 
to  discrimioale  between  importations  on  foreign 
and  domestic  account;  but  the  objection  seems  to 
be  insuperable  against  refusing  to  the  foreigner  a 
right  to  deposiie  on  the  same  credits  we  were  wil- 
ling to  allow  to  our  own  merchants.  A  refusal 
in  the  drsi  case  would  have  destroyed  the  little 
that  remains  to  us  of  the  carrying  trade  in  Europe. 
France  and  England  allow  us  to  deposite  all  arti- 
cles, even  those  which  are  not  adiniited  to  entry, 
until  an  eligible  market  can  be  found.  They 
would  refuse  us  what  we  denied  to  iheir  subjects. 
In  the  other  case,  a  refusal  would  violate  our  con- 
vention with  England;  for,  though  the  rates  of 
duty  be  oominally  the  same,  yet  the  difference  in 
time  would  make  the  difference  in  effect.  I  con- 
sider that  convention  so  important  and  beneficial 
to  the  conunerce  of  this  country,  that  from  interest 
alone  we  ought  to  observe  it  with  the  most  scru- 
pulous ^ood  faith,  as  a  means  of  preserving  our 
navigation.  Without  it  you  would  t>c  called  on  for 
protection,  as  you  now  are  in  relation  to  France. 
Though  it  is  now  not  only  presumptuoui,  but  al- 
most criminal,  for  Western  men  lo  interfere  iu 
the  regulstion  of  commerce,  I  be^  those  in  that 
interest  to  reflect  what  would  be  the  state  of  their 
trade  with  England  if,  as  in  the  case  of  that  with 
France,  it  had  been  left  to  "  regulate  ilselfl"  I 
speak  it  with  pride,  it  was  not  only  regulated,  but 
saved  by  Western,  men, 

A  very  obvious  defect  in  our  present  system  of 
credits  is,  thai  it  makes  no  difierence  between  im- 
portations for  home  consumption  and  for  re-expor- 
tation. In  reducing  the  credit  on  some,  and  abol~ 
isbiog  it  on  others,  the  eommitloe  foresaw  that 
their  plan  would  operate  severely  on  that  kind  of 
commerce  which  tney  thought  deserving  of  pro- 
tection and  every  facility,  unless  a  discrimination 
was  made.  The  bill  provides  for  that  in  a  man- 
ner which  will  effectually  repel  every  imputation 
of  hostility  to  commerce.  It  leaves  it  to  the  option 
of  the  itnporler  to  avail  himselfof  the  present  sys- 
tem of  drawbacks,  bv  siving  his  bond  for  the  du- 
ties and  taking  the  aeoeniure  on  exportation;  or 
to  declare  his  intention  at  the  time  of  entry,  givins 
bis  bond  with  secmity,  to  export  ami  not  leland 
the  goods;  or,  in  lieu  of  sucn  surety,  to  deposite 
them  in  a  warehouse.  [The  time  of  exportation 
is  left  blank  in  tbe  fonn  of  the  bond.j  No  bond 
for  the  duties  is  required.  It  is  only  for  his  integ- 
rity, that  the  revenue  may  not  be  defrauded.  He 
may  dqtosite,  and  take  three  months  within  which 
to  maJte  his  eleeiioo  whether  to  try  the  domestic 
or  a  foreign  market,  without  making  a  declaration 
of  his  inteation  to  eiporL  The  section  in  relation 
to  deposiies  contains  substantially  the  same  pro- 
Tisious  as  are  in  the  existijy  laws  rnpecling  the 


deposite  of  teas — varied  only  so  as  best  to  connect 
the  convenience  of  the  merchant  with  the  securi^ 
of  tbe  revenue.    On  eiamining  it,  the  House  will  . 

perceive  that,  in  the  whole,  it  leaves  the  crodits  ■ 

Bubsianiially  as  they  were  in  1790;  that  it  is  not  ; 

so  much  an  alteration  as  a  restoration  of  the  old 
system.  The  changes  which  have  been  made  are 
indispensable. 

The  credit  on  manufactured  goods  tends  so  | 

strongly  to   do   away  all   discriimoation   in   onr  I 

present  tariff,   between   imported   and   domestic  I 

articles,  that  efficient  encouragement  eaniK)!  be  ' 

given  without  abolishing  them.  We  have  «sed 
our  endeavors  to  do  it  in  the  manner  least  iojtirioiu 
to  commerce. 

It  is  not  without  much  surprise  that  I  have  beard 
the  various  objections  to  this  biU.  Not  diat  an 
alarm  should  nave  beenraiseil  about  revenue,  com- 
merce, and  smuggling;  these  are  always  expected, 
when  any  measure  is  proposed  which  tends  to  the 
benefit  at  manufactures.  It  is  a  matter  of  couiw 
to  hear  them.  Local  and  perv>nal  reflections  have 
been  made  on  the  committee  who  have  reported  it 
QenlJemen  seem  lo  forget  that  a  majority  of  that 
committee  represent  commercial  places,  and  ought 
to  be  as  much  alive  to  their  interest  as  those  who 
represent  districts  which  have  no  comment  and 
woo  seem  so  much  alarmed  by  the  injury  with 
which  this  bill  threatens  iL  It  is  strange  that 
merchants  are  not  only  eavy  on  this  subject,  but 
desirous  of  its  adoption ;  that  it  has  been  reported 
on  their  petitions,  and  by  their  immediate  repre- 
aentatives.  But  it  seems  that  they  do  not  know 
their  own  interest ;  that  their  friends  asd  new 
allies,  in  the  fervor  of  their  zeal  and  friendship, 

e  them  under  tl    ' 
I  can  duly  appreciate  t 

cause  tbey  are  so  friendly  to  commerce,  but  un- 
friendly  to  manufictures.  This  bill  combines,  with 
the  otber  objects,  the  protection  of  this  great  in- 
terest, and  Mnce  arises  their  great  hostility  to  it. 
I  am  not  insensible  of  the  impresaou  made  in  the 
House  by  the  powerful  opposition  it  has  met  with, 
and  that  I  am  put  on  tbe  defensive.  You  mutt 
allow  me  to  answer  tbe  objections,  to  have  it  un- 
derstood. The  Committee  are  chained  with  at 
tempting  to  destroy  the  settled  system  of  com- 
merce, which  has  boen  so  long  in  operation,  and 
under  which  this  country  has  attaiaed  to  its  pre- 
sent greatness ;  and  genuesaen  tpeak  of  those  long 
credits  as  coeval  wi£  tbe  GovemmenL  when  they 
well  know  they  have  been  the  work  of  later  days. 
It  is,  at  any  rate,  a  singular  objection  that  tbe 
Committee  of  Manufactures,  in  fi&miiig  this  bilL 
are  charged  with  having  consulted  the  interests  of 
the  wealthy  merchants.  This,  from  capitalists,  is 
certainly  unexpected.  They  mast  be  hard  to  please, 
when  their  great  opposition  to  this  measure  arises 
from  its  tendency  to  promote  their  interest.  If 
this  is  true,  it  ought  to  please  all.  The  small 
dealers  do  not  complain ;  they  are  satisfied,  nay, 
desirous  of  its  adoption ;  chambers  of  commerce 
and  East  India  merchants  are  its  only  oppoaents, 
and  that  because  it  does  loo  much  for  them,  Tfaey 
must  excuse  me,  if  I  altribule  their  disposition  to  a 
much  less  disinterested  motive.    The  crafl  is  in 
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danger;  the  charm  Is  aboul  u>  be  dispelled  bf 
whicb  the  people  uid  Govenimeat  of  this  councry 
have  been  led  to  believe  that  foreign  impoTtattODs 
are  ibe  souTcea  of  levenue  and  wealth.  Tbe  Trea- 
sury ii  empty,  tbe  people  are  impoveriafaed ;  tbe 
eaosB  is  seen  and  felt  to  be  the  proslratioii  of  na- 
tional  indnstiy,  the  aicouragement  of  foreign. 

This  objectioii  was  not  nreed  by  the  same  geo- 
tlemon  a  few  daya  ago,  when  you  made  a.  total 
and  compete  change  of  the  systiem  for  the  sale  of 
the  public  lands.  It  had  been  tried  for  twenty 
years,  had  nerer  been  changed  or  altered,  atid 
was  attended  with  no  inconvenience — not  a  cent 
had  been  or  could  be  lost  You  hkd  profiled  by 
it — had,  by  forfeitures,  mades  clear  profit  of  9^00,- 
000.  There  was  not  a  petition  in  favor  of  its 
abolition.  But  these  were  feneied  evils;  you  ap- 
pidiended  danger ;  you  thought  a  change  would 
M  usefnl,  and,  by  almost  an  unaBimotis  vote, 
have  passed  a  law  by  whicb  a  poor  man,  desirous 
of  scouring  to  himself  and  family  the  means  of 
support  must  pay  all  cask  for  his  title  to  eighty 
acres  of  laad.  Now  we  find  the  advocates  of  this 
meuDie  so  woDderfully  atcaohed  to  the  system  of 
impost  and  enormous  credits,  that  they  will  not 
consent  even  to  redacv  thsm;  and,  while  they 
affect  so  much  fear  for  agricnltnn^eomiiKrce,4ind 
levenae,  are  willing  to  permit  tne  foreign  mer' 
chant  to  have  his  twelve  and  eighleai  montht 
credit  on  his  targo  of  half  a  mUlioD  of  manu- 
facloied  goods,  the  poor  farmer  must  pay  cash 
for  his  land — the  foreigner  may  not  only  have 
a  credit  on  his  goods  withoat  interest,  but  be  al- 
lowed to  dovUe  his  capital  by  the  loan  thus  ob- 
tained from  OUT  own  citizens.  You  see  by  this 
syitejn  that  one-fifth  of  your  reveatie  is  at  this 
moment  in  suit.  Yon  know  tbattbegreatest  por- 
tion of  delinquencies  is  by  forcigncn ;  that  much 
of  it  will  be  lost;  that  the  duties  are  taken  from 
the  pockets  of  the  consumer,  whioh  do  not  and 
never  will  go  iiOo  the  public  T!tt*may,  bat  to 
foreign  countries ;  thatlhis  evilis  increasingmost 
rapidly;  that  the  amount  in  suit  hat  douUed  in 
the  last  year,  and  is  at  this  moioent  gtCE^er  than 
ever.  You  must  bonow  moDcy  to  make  up  tbe 
deficiency  thiu  caused,  and  yet  listen  to  the  cry 
of  "you  will  destroy  the  revenue" — you  are  at- 
tacking ancient  ana  venerate  syst^ns.  Trace 
these  credits  through  vosr  laws,  and  yon  wilt  find 
that  this  bill  is,  in  subatH&ce,  coming  back  to  the 
old  system  of  1790 — that  it  only  does  away  iono- 
vationa  of  later  years.  Much  is  said  about  tbe 
small  lotses  in  tbe  revenue  for  thirty  years  ;  this 
only  provei  that  tbe  bonds  of  our  merchants  are 
gOM ;  but  will  anv  one  say  that  theii  bond  is  bet- 
ter or  safer  than  their  money?  But,  though  fh: 
bonds  of  the  American  merchant  are  sate,  you 
have  here  official  evidence  that  tboee  of  foreign- 
ers are  not.  Suits  increase  with  foreign  importa- 
tions, and  you  most  not  be  surprised  if  the  losses 
of  the  last  (WO  years  are  more  than  all  the  pre- 
ceding ones.  Fancied  evils  made  yon  take  away 
the  credit  on  the  public  lands,  but  realized  ones  do 
not  induce  yon  to  reduce  them  on  importations. 
Commerce  is,  it  seems,  in  danger — yet  it  is  well 
known  that  th^  credits  have  been  tne  means  of 


throwing  it  into  the  hands  of  loreinier^  Ask  the 
American  merchant  if  this  bill  will  injure  him — 
the  merchant,  the  house  owner  of  the  seapiort, 
who  sufters  by  long  credits  and  auction  sales.  Let 
the  rate  of  renlv,  the  price  of  labor,  the  unem- 
ployed houses,  stores,  clerks,  laborers,  and  sbip- 
piog,  answer.  We  have  been  told  that,  if  foreign 
iinporiaiions  do  not  give  employment  to  labor, 
value  to  property,  and  markets  for  provisions  and 
materials  here,  tiiey  do  in  some  other  countries. 
Here  1  understand  the  gentleman  wiio  has  made 
this  remark,  and  thus  points  out  the  difierence  be- 
tween his  principles  and  mine.  I  do  not  profess 
those  broad  and  comprehenEivc  principles  of  phi- 
lanthropy which  enable  me  to  look  namoved  at 
the  general  distress  which  pervades  our  whole 
country,  and  find  consolation  in  the  reflection  that, 
though  our  policy  destroys  the  industry  and  pros- 
pects of  OUT  own,  it  encourages  that  of  otlier  na- 
tions. We  are  sent  here  to  legislate  fw  oar  own 
citizens;  their  interests  should  be  our  peenliar 
care — let  others  take  care  of  themselves;  their 
Iwislators  do  not  leave  things  to  regulate  tbem- 
sdVes.  When  they  are  called  on  for  protectioD  to 
any  of  their  great  interests,  other  Government* 
do  not  say,  if  you  have  no  employment  here,  if 
your  manufacmres  are  abandoned,  your  seaports 
depopulated,  your  fannera  without  markets,  and 

Smr  revenue  in  suit — it  is  better  somewhere  else, 
o  member  of  this  House  can  be  ignorant  of  the 
fact,  that  onr  commerce  is  rapidly  declining,  and 
by  means  of  these  credits ;  the  friends  of  the  mer- 
cantile interest  are  oertainly  Liberal  in  the  extreme 
in  insisting  on  their  continuance,  when  not  a  na- 
tion in  the  civilized  world  gives  a  credit  but  oars. 
Is  it  sound  policy  thus  to  imparl  to  others  benefits 
ruinous  to  ourselves,  when  there  is  no  reciprocity  7 
ll  has  beoi  said  that  other  Govemmests  encoui^ 
age  imporlalions,  and  that  this  bill  contains  less 
liberal  principles  than  their  codes.  The  commer- 
cial experience  of  the  gentleman  hat  taught  him 
bett«r;  he  must  think  ua  strangely  igneranl  of 
their  regulations,  not  to  know  the  total  incorrect- 
Dcss  of  the  remark.  He  knows  it  that  all  other 
nations  discourage  importations  for  home  cod- 
sumnlion ;  they  encourage  them  for  deposite,  as 
auxiliary  to  the  carrying  trsde.  We  aabrd  the 
solitarj^  exception  of  the  reverse ;  not  a  prolubited 
article  in  our  tariff,  no  discrimination  between  im- 
iKirts  for  consumMion  or  export,  except  the  drai^ 
back  of  duties.  This  bill  makes  it ;  it  gives  facil- 
ities for  export  which  were  never  offered  before; 
it  will  aid  American  commerce,  which  ia  wtnth 
pursuing;  it  will  take  it  from  foreigners,  who  now 
almost  monopolize  it  I  am  not  tenacious  of  the 
details  of  Ibis  bill ;  the  grest  object  is  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  credits  on  manufactured  goods  ;  if  too 
much  is  asked,  let  gentlemen  say  what  will  suit 
their  ideas.  Will  they  agree  to  any  modificationa, 
will  they  give  up  a  little^  or  do  they  insist  on  r» 
lainiog  the  whole — willmg  that  commerce  may 
be  destroyed,  if  mannfactures  are  not  benefltedl 
It  would  have  ranch  better  suited  my  ideas,  if  we 
'  modify  the  bill  as  to  answer 


had  endeavored 
our  common  obji 
been  mistaken  in 


IS  that  we  have 
ir  expectations  of  concUiUion ; 
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nothiog  will  tatisfy  the  gnitlcman,  but,  by  striking 
out  the  first  leciion,  the  total  defeat  of  the  bill; 
there  must  be  do  modification,  do  alieniiion,  no 
reduction  of  credits.  Not  lati^ed  with  what  they 
c^l  the  old  lystem,  they  clins  to  the  meoioiable 
act  of  1818,  Bs  eagerly  as  if  Ine  whole  cotnmerce 
of  the  country  depended  on  it.  True  to  the  com- 
mercial maxim,  "keen  what  you  have  got,  and 
get  what  you  cao,"  while  regulations  are  progres- 
nive,  adding  to  your  benefits,  call  that  the  natural 
order  of  thinn;  but  wkea  the  least  attempt  is 
made  to  toncH  eren  a  skirt  of  your  system,  fold 
up  your  bands  and  cay,  "  let  us  alone,"  let  us  reg- 
ulate ourselves.  If  we  adopt  your  maxim,  and 
offer  to  diveat  commerce  of  even  the  ruinmis  trap- 
pings of  its  runilations,  then  the  cry  "  revenue 
anif  smuggling,  cornea  to  your  aid,  and  keepa  off 
this  moat  odions  thing  called  regulation.  1  un- 
derstand it ;  it  will  be  understood  oy  the  countr)^ : 
we  are  always  r^^ulating  commerce — you  will 
this  session :  it  is  neceasary  to  save  it,  if  the  peti- 
tions for  iiBTigfttioo  acts  ore  to  be  believed. 

Let  the  House  not  forget  cHie  celebrated  regula- 
tion in  the  late  war,  when  goods  to  an  immense 
fttnount  bad  been  imported,  in  violation  of  your 
non-intercourse  acisj  when  the  meictunts  bad 
given  bonds  to  the  amount  of  twuive  millions  of 
dollars,  which  were  forfeited,  which  they  added 
to  the  price  of  ibeir  goods,  aiid  received  from  the 
people  of  the  country,  the  coosDmers,  on  the  ground 
that  they  were  obliged  to  pay  them  to  the  Gov- 
emmeDi.  You.  by  one  ''regulation,"  remitted 
than ;  aud,  at  tke  expense  of  the  trea«tity  and  the 
nation,  put  the  money  in  the  pockets  of  men  who 
now  say — "let  us  alone."  When  half  as  muchii 
done  for  manufactures,  I  will  admit  that  they  may 
regulate  themselves.  I  do  not  urge  these  matters 
from  hostility  to  commerce  bat  to  let  its  friends 
see  that  not  the  want,  bat  the  excess,  of  regulation 
has  now  made  it  necessary  even  for  them  to  do 
sway  some  part  of  their  system,  to  induce  them  to 
make  a  common  cause  with  the  other  great  inter- 
ests of  the  coimiry,  to  save  themselves.  Our  ex- 
port of  produce,  and  import  of  goods  for  home 
consumption,  has  ever  be^  unprontable;  theonly 
valuaUe  part  of  our  commerce,  the  carrying  trade, 
ii  now  leaving  us ;  it  can  only  be  brought  rack  by 
Kgolatioas.  It  is  not  denied  that  the  importations 
are  now  mostly  on  foreign  accotmt.  Importers 
will  be  exportefs ;  those  who  bring  you  goods,  will 
take  awar  your  produce ;  if  there  is  a  surplus  of 
import*,  foreigners  will  take  them  to  other  mar- 
kets. Merchants  must  see  this ;  they  now  feel  it ; 
the  situation  of  your  seaports  abundantly  proves 
the  Eict.  The  pride  of  opinion  must  be  aban- 
doned. Commerce  is  no  longer  what  it  was — the 
change  in  the  relations  of  the  civilized  world  has 
been  the  cause — measures  must  be  changed  with 
the  times;  and,  when  we  can  trace  to  a  definite 
source  a  great  portion  of  all  the  embarrassments 
of  the  treasury  and  the  people,  we  are  called  on 
by  every  motive  which  ought  to  influence  a  na 
tional  Legislature  to  join  in  the  remedy.  In  ask- 
iog  for  the  abolition  of  credits  on  manufactured 
gtmds,  it  is  not  any  bounty  or  even  encomragement 
of  dotnestic  manuftietarea.    It  is  ooly  tut  you 


take  away  the  bounty,  the  premittms  on  imported, 
the  inducements,  the  temptations  that  the  needy 
foreigner  cannot  resist — that  you  shall  not  take 
money  from  the  people  of  this  country,  and  lend 
it,  without  interest,  and  often  without  security,  to 
the  foreign  importer.  Apply  the  favorite  com- 
mercial maiim,  not  as  practised  on,  but  accord- 
to  its  real  meaning;  take  away  the  credits, 
rcN^ind  the  regulations  which  give  them;  tbea 
things  will  reguate  themselves ;  now  your  laws 
regulate  them. 

The  duties  imposed  by  the  existing  laws  are 
said  to  be  sufficient  protection ;  and  so  they  might 
be,  if  the  operation  of  the  system  made  tbem,  to 
the  amount,  a  discrimination  between  the  foreign 
and  domestic  fabrics.  When  impelled  by  the  gen- 
eral distress,  the  prostration  of  all  sources  of^na- 
tiooal  industry,  to  complain  of  its  insufficiency, 
and  propose  remedies,  one  gentleman  charges  the 
committee  with  obiaining  their  object  by  indirect 
means,  and  tells  us  to  increase  the  rate  of  duty; 
another  tells  us  tbis  will  be  uiwvailing  by  the  in- 
crease  of  smuggling.  I  had  thought  that  the  last 
charge  brought  against  the  Committee  of  Manu- 
factures would  have  been  that  their  objects  were 
indirect.  If  the  bills  they  have  reported  do  not 
on  their  face  explain  their  objects,  the  obsnra- 
tions  of  their  chairman  have  not  leii  their  views  a 
matter  of  conjecture.  If  the  bills  pass,  there  will 
not  be  much  doubt  about  their  direct  effect;  at 
any  rate,  they  are  meant  to  be  efficient.  I  think 
it  not  very  honorable  to  the  mercantile  character 
of  this  country  to  be  told  by  experienced  mer- 
chants, we  will  smuggle  if  you  touch  our  system ; 
raise  a  duty  or  dimiush  a  credit,  we  will  violate 
your  laws.  Let  me  entreat  tbem  to  put  too  high 
a  value  on  their  reputation  to  bold  out  to  Ibis 
House  threats  of  tbis  kind. 

As  to  high  duties,  the  gentleman  and  I  under- 
stand each  other  very  wdl;  but  neither  on  this, 
or  his  resolution  calling  for  evidence,  is  the  com- 
mittee to  be  caught  High  duties  are  not  the  effi- 
cient means  of  protecting  our  industry;  had  we 
proposed  tbem,  we  should  have  defeated  our  own 
measures;  the  triumph  would  have  been  tbe 
greater,  as  we  should  have  destroyed  ourselves,  bf 
falling  in  the  snares  of  onr  opponents.  Moderate 
duties,  but  so  imposed  as  to  be  collected,  so  as  to 
afford  a  real  and  not  a  mete  nominal  preference 
to  our  industry,  are  what  we  aim  at.  At  preseDl, 
they  are  merely  a  tax  on  the  consumer,  and  4q>en(e 
in  a  very  small  degree  for  any  other  purpose. 

Calculate  the  bountite,  pmniuma,  and  draw- 
backs of  other  Qovernments,  on  the  exportation  of 
goods,  our  custom-house  credits,  and  sales  at  aoe- 
tion,  it  will  be  found  there  is  little,  if  any,  dia- 
crimination  in  favor  of  our  manufactures;  the 
duties  are  balanced  by  these  advantages.  It  baa 
been  more  our  object  to  remove  these  premiums 
on  importations  than  to  raise  the  rate  of  dutiea. 
We  are  told  that  one-third  of  the  shipping  of  the 
United  States  is  idle— it  is -certainly  true.  I  will 
thank  the  gentleman  to  give  us  the  reason — he 
knows  it  is  not  tbe  prosperity  of  our  manufaetarea; 
that  tbe  trade  of  the  country  is  passing  from  ow 
moebants ;  if  our*  is  idle,  lorngn  sbiping  ia  em- 
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ployed — that  the  ciutom-luiiuecrediti  aie  ths  main 
cause ;  yel  he  will  not  agree  to  the  cbaag«.  I  am 
bound  to  hope  it  is  not  because  this  bill  aids  other 
iaterests  as  well  as  commerce.  Had  it  been  re- 
ported bjr  another  committee,  had  the  prorisioos 
of  the  third  seclioa  been  offered  by  aay  other  than 
the  Goth*  and  Vauidait  of  lite  Wat,  I  think  they 
would  have  been  retained ;  it  is  not  impoEsible 
that  even  the  European  credits  would  hare  been 
reduced.  But  aothug  from  the  Committee  of 
Maoufaciurea  will  be  accepted ;  even  favon  from 
them  will  be  rejected.  I  am  glad  that  1  voted 
against  the  separation  of  the  Committees  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures.    I  well  knew  that  it 


belief  then,  and  ii  now,  that  tney  are  the  same ; 
experience  will  show  it:  both  are  declining,  not 
ooly  going,  but  gone:  the  same  measures  are  ne- 
cessary to  redeem  botn. 

The  committee  well  knew  that  they  were  un- 
dertaking an  ungiacloui  task  in  actbg  on  sU  the 
subjects  referred  to  ihem.  How  far  Ihejr  have 
acted  impartialljr  can  best  be  judged,  not  oy  pro- 
fessions, but  then  acts.  I  am  wUlmg  it  should  be 
tested  by  this  bill,  confident  that  when  this  excite- 
ment shall  [Mss  away,  it  will  remain  as  evidence 
of  our  disjpositioD  to  do  as  much  for  commerce  as 
for  manufactuTet— equally  confidaii  that  the  time 
will  come  when  its  loss  will  be  regretted  by  Chose 
who  now  oppose  it,  not  only  as  to  parts,  but  the 
whole — who  will  now  agree  to  no  amendment,  no 
modification,  but  hold  on  to  the  old  system  in  all 
its  changes.  All  seem  to  admit  that  the  commerce 
of  th.e  couDtry  is  rapidly  declining,  but  we  are 
promised  a  coaoge  in  loS3.  I  would  be  indeed 
thankful  for  the  mfoimatiou  on  which  this  predic- 
tion is  made,  hamiy  to  know  the  means  b^  which 
it  is  to  be  realized.  Does  the  gentleman  judge  by 
experience,  from  facts,  or  does  ae  reljronlhe^^ 
ter  of  accidents?  Let  me  warn  bun  not  to  in- 
dulge in  delusive  hopes;  to  look  to  causes  and 
effects,  and,  while  there  is  a  commerce  to  protect, 
not  to  delay  the  means  of  its  restoration.  Above 
all,  let  him  beware  how  he  presses  on  us  hii  fitror- 
ite  maxini— of  let  things  regulate  themselves. — 
This  nation  may  not  always  apply  it  exclusively 
to  manufactures;  even  here  equality  may  be  equity, 
and  this  favored  child  of  legislation  may  be  left 
to  regulate  iUelf.  When  1822  arrives,  and  the 
gentlenun's  predictioits  turn  oat  dreams,  we  shall 
perhaps  Juve  learned  that  Qovenmient  ia  iiuti- 
tuted  to  protect  more  than  one  interest;  that  laws 
to  favor  commerce  are  not  to  be  claimed  as  mat- 
ten  of  right;  for  manufactures,  to  b«  implored  as 
charities,  gratuitous  favors  flowing  from  your  good 
grace ;  that  one  part  of  the  nation  is  not  to  clat"' 
a  monopoly  of  protection  and  protest  e^inst 
being  granted  to  another,  as  an  ^isurpalion  of 
prerogatives.  How  will  he  like  to  near,  to  the 
prayers  of  commerce  suppliealiDgaid  agamst  for- 
eign laws,  and  competition,  and  domestic  iodiSer- 
ence,  ibe  appalling  answer  of  "r^ulate  your- 
selves I" — if  you  are  not  doing  well,  commerce  ia 
doing  well  somewhere  else;  your  relief  will  injure 
Uttaufac lures,  the  revenue,  and  lead  to  at — 


glingi  we  have  adopted  another  child,  and  leave 
you  in  the  enjoyment  of  your  own  principles. 
This  day  may  come,  but  it  is  not  our  fault :  we 
have  held  out  our  bands  in  friendshipj  but  nave 
met  with  a  cold  repulse.  If  commerce  u  now  left 
itself  by  a  repeal  of  all  our  reguUtiona  in  its 
favor— the  bounties  on  fisheries,  navigation  acts, 
coasting  trade,  tonnage  duties,  discrimination  on 
imposts,  light  money — how  would  its  frisids  like 
this  "being  lei  alone?"  Let  Ihem  then  think  bow 
we  feel  at  receiving  this  answer  when  asking  for 
some  portion  of  the  benefits  of  Governmmt,  by  a 
measure  which  is  called  for  by  all  parts  of  the  n: 

•:.._    ....J  :.  ...>...»..-....  f....  tL-  ....«.-:•_.  ~r  •! 


_  this  House^ou  adopted  a  resolution  calling  on 
the  Treasury  Department  for  informs  tion  as  toils 
effects ;  those  who  are  now  so  alarmed  about  the 
revenue  had  better  call  to  know  the  effect  of  long 
cDstam-housecreditii,and  the  propriety  of  ackange. 
They  seem  unwilling  to  do  it ;  it  is  not  for  us  to 
ask  It,  but  we  can  easily  Judge  from  the  amount 
of  revenue  bonds.  On  toe  Snt  of  Janoary  last, 
those  oulslanding,  not  due,  weie  916,100,000;  if 
the  .^me  amount  should  be  in  suit  this,  as  was  the 
last  year,  after  deducting  the  expenses  cnf  collection 
and  drawbacks,  you  can  calculate  the  state  of  the 
Treasury  from  imposts,  and  decide  whether  it  is 
belter  to  take  the  money  or  trust  to  the  bonds  of 
foreigners.  You  wilt  not  trust  your  own  citizens 
one  day  for  any  portion  of  the  purchase  money  for 
their  pittance  of  land — how  will  you  answer  lo 
them  for  trusling  to  foreigoera  millions  of  your 
revenue  after  you  Sod,  by  eiperience,  that  they  do 
not  pay?  How  will  you  answer  to  the  nation  for 
Unuance  of  a  system  which  is  confessedly 
to  agriculture,  commerce,  manufactures, 
and  revenue;  which  is  dailv  adding  to  the  dis- 
tresses of  all  the  country,  ana  the  embarrassments 
of  the  Treasury,  which  are  inoreasiag,  and  most 
increase,  during  European  peace,  can  only  be 
checked  by  some  such  measure  as  is  now  pro- 
posed. 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  it  still  repeated,  that  com- 
merce provides  all  the  reaontces  of  the  Qovem- 
ment  Those  who  ring  this  in  oor  eats  must 
surely  think  us  very  simple;  that  the  people  areao 
easily  duped  as  not  to  Know  that  the  duty,  with 
accnmulated  jrofics,  is  added  to  the  price  of  ev^ 
article,  and  paid  by  the  consumer ;  that  the  nwr- 
chant  is  only  the  collector,  and  is  well  paid  for 
coUectiog  the  taxes;*  the  people  pay  tattn  on 
every  foreign  article  they  eat,  drink,  wear,  or  use. 

But,  sir,  this  bill  is  t<rtally  mia^qirdkaided  ;  it 
does  not  change  the  system  of  imports,  it  tmly 


kes  it  effectual  by  preventing 
r  TreaniTT  by  bringmg  lo  it  the 


;  u  uif. 


the  same  rule  to  purchaseri!  of  land  and  goods. 

*  A  citiaan  of  New  Yoik  was  once  banting  to  Mr. 
Jefferson,  that  thst  dt7  piid  ens-thin]  of  the  whole 
revenue.  Ha  was  Mleaeed  b*  this  reply ;  "  Remoro 
the  custoDi-baus*  acroia  the  Hndson,  and  ihs  dlj  of 
J«n«y  would  pay  it." 
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the  bill  piopoied  a  total  abolition  of  credits,  it 
would  be  justly  exposed  to  the  attacks  I  am  ea- 
deavoTia^  to  repel;  but  it  goes  no  fiuther  than  to 
malte  the  duties  payable  in  cash  or  the  arlicles  to 
be  deposited,  which  interfere  with  oar  QBtional 
industry,  and  principally  afl^cta  that  part  of  our 
trade  which  is  in  tne  hFLnds  of  foreigners.  It  h 
objected,  that  it  will  tend  still  farther  to  produce 
that  efieel,  and  to  exclude  small  capitalists  from 
impoitatiouB  on  Iheir  own  account.  These  objec- 
tions hav«  losg  since  been  anticipated ;  they  hare, 
in  my  mind,  been  completely  answered  by  the  let- 
ters in  my  hand  from  the  most  intelligent  mer- 
chants of  New  York  and  Baltimore.  The  foreign 
merchant  and  manulactnrer,  who  send  their  goods 
here,  u«  generally  needy;  the  regular  ccurse  of 
trade  does  not  give  them  a  market,  or  they  wuold 
not  force  their  way  to  one  here  by  auction  sales ; 
our  credits  operate  as  a  loan,  and  increase  their 
capital  to  carry  on  their  operations  at  home :  this 
is  a  great  temptation  to  continuing  the  trade ;  the 
loan  IS  perpetnally  increasing ;  every  new  consign- 
ment addfl  to  the  amount ;  it  is  unlhnited  as  to 
time,  and  thne  it  will  [Mogrees  till  you  depend  on 
foreigners,  not  onlv  for  supply  and  defence,  but 
revenue.  As  odc  old  bond  is  paid  oS,  a  new  credit 
is  given  for  an  increased  sum.  No  other  nation 
afbrdt  these  faeiUties:  hence  our  market  is  re- 
sorted to.  Btil  take  them  away,  tak*  from  any 
ccmsignmeflt  twenty-five  per  cent,  for  dutiw,  in- 
stead of  adding  that  amount  by  a  loan ;  compel 
the  consigner  to  send  the  monev  for  duties,  or  pay 
a  short  bil),  it  would  effect  such  a  total  change  in 
his  busioess  that  he  could  not  continue  it;  then  be 
must  take  from  his  capital  at  home  to  pay  his  way 
abroad  J  now  vou  add  to  it  hv  lending  him  money 
to  use  for  twdve  months,  it  is  the  diOerence  be- 
tween a  premium  and  a  tax — a  bounty  and  a 
burden. 

There  is  no  rnvBtery  in  tbia:  even  the  back- 
woodsmen can  nnderstand  it.  It  would  indeed  be 
mysterious,  if  long  credits  encourage  foreign  con- 
signments, that  short  ones  should  increase  them. 
Cash  payinents  give  them  the  monopoly.  I  can- 
not dwell  long  on  reasoning  of  this  kind ;  it  is 
much  like  the  other  oMection,  that  capitalists 
will  engross  ail  the  trade.  This  deserves  some 
examination;  if  true,  it  presents  a  serious  objec- 
tion to  the  bill — if  not  true,  the  House  will  be 
able  to  decide  on  the  character  of  the  opposition. 
This  and  tbeauetion  bill  are  neeessarily  and  closely 
connected^  lh«  one  an  auxiliary  to  the  other;  the 
petitions  for  both  mostly  from  merchattts  and  mer- 
cantile towns — whether  from  large  or  small  capi- 
talists, can  best  be  judged  by  tboM  who  know  nte 
siguen,  and  will  examine  the  number  of  those 
petitioners.  Here  is  a  petition  from  New  York, 
pmyiiw  for  the  auction  bill ;  theare  are  more  than 
seven  thousand  natuesto  it.  It  must  be  a  wealthy 
place  indeed,  if  these  are  all  capitalists.  Here  is 
one  praying  for  a  general  abolition  of  all  credits 
on  all  importationi,  signed  by  near  fire  hundred 
merchants  of  that  city.  No  one  will  pretend  they 
are  capitalists — no  one  has  a  rigbt  to  say  they  do 
not  understand  Iheir  own  interest.  They  have 
asked  for  this  bill,  as  essential  to  their  protection 


ibey  have  made  common  cause  with  the  friends 
of  mauufaeturea,  to  check  an  evil  destructive  to 
both*  Merchants  of  all  classes  have  united  in  its 
favor,  small  as  well  as  large  dealers.  It  has  been 
ipposed  by  no  individual  petitions — no  small  capi- 
alist  has  objected,  or  now  objects,  to  itspazsage. 
The  only  opposition  has  been  from  your  chambers 
of  commerce,  some  of  whom  have  sent  and  direct- 
ed their  memorials  to  us;  others  have  sent,  but 
not  directed  them — circulated  secretly — their  ef- 
fect felt,  bat  the  power  not  JangiUe.  1  can  hear 
of  it,  but  it  is  not  on  our  tables — we  cannot  ex- 
amine it.  These  bodies,  it  seetnSjSR  the  ^ardians 
of  commerce.  Merchants  nndertake  to  judge  for 
themselves,  and  ask  us  for  a  measure — a  chamber 
of  commerce  remonstrates  against  it,  as  injurious. 
I  do  not  well  undentand  who  these  chambers  of 
commerce  are;  they  are  generally  understood  to 
bemenwhoareto  settle  disputes  among  merchants. 
In  New  York,  1  find,  they  are  ineonwrated  for 
cfaaritaUe  purposes — that  they  received  the  thanks 
of  the  Assembly  of  that  State  for  thnt  patriotic 
conduct  in  importing  no  goods  from  Great  Britain, 
until  she  vpould  repeal  the  stamp  act.  1  would  re- 
joice now  to  find  chambers  of  commerce  leaning 
against  foreign,  and  encouraging  domestic,  in- 
dustry and  commerce ;  and  in  times  past  it  wuuld 
have  been  gratifying  if  some  of  our  citiEens  would 
not  have  carried  on  commercial  intercourse  with 
England  during  embargo,  non-intercoorsE^  and 
war,  1  believe  the  members  of  these  bodies  are 
not  generally  composed  of  small  capitalists  of  the 
first  respectability — they  are  of  the  most  wealthy. 
It  is  matter  erf  some  suspicion  to  find  them  guard- 
ing the  small  trader  with  so  much  care,  and  so 
fearihl  that  the  trade  of  the  conniry  will  be  thrown 
into  their  own  hands — a  suspicion  that  is  not  di- 
minished, when  1  find  the  merchants  of  Salem 
laboriug  under  the  same  fears  as  to  benefits  which 
this  bill  will  give  to  the  large  capitalists,  and  dwell 
so  much  on  the  injury  to  the  young  and  enterpris- 
ing. Here  is  something  nnaccountaMe  to  me. 
In  181S,  the  last  extension  of  credits  was  made  on 
the  petition  of  the  East  India  movhants  of  Bostoit 
and  Salem,  headed  by  William  Gray  and  others, 
the  greatest  capitalists  of  the  country.  There  were 
no  petitions  from  any  other  ^ace;  email  dealers 
did  not  ask  for  eighteen  months'  credit,  and  small 
dealers  are  not  mnch  concerned  in  the  Bast  India 
trade.  This  law,  it  seems,  was  thus  passed  on  the 
petition,  and  for  the  benefit,  of  the  wealthiest 
merchants  in  the  Union.  I  must  be  allowed  to 
ask.  how  the  extension  and  shortening  of  credits 
will  produce  the  same  effects?  1  think  too  well 
of  the  gentlemen  whoae  names  were  to  those  pe- 
titioi^  to  believe  ihey  did  not  understand  their 
own  interests,  or  would  desiznedly  impose  on  you. 
The  gentleman  who  so  aiAj  represaits  one  of 
these  towns,  must  permit  me  to  say,  that,  while 
he  is  contending  that  thb  bill  will  injure  the  small 
trader,  he  is  contradicting  the  petition  presented 
by  himself,  praying  for  lone  credits.  Two  short 
years  cannot  havemadesucn  a  change  in  the  prin- 
ciples of  commerce.  What  would  benefit  cajji- 
talists  in  1818,  will  do  so  now.  Long  credits  will 
produce  the  same  effects  now  as  then.    When  ob- 
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iections  are  made  to  short  ones,  they  in ast  be  tang;!- 
ua  I  mast  know  where  to  find  our  opponents — 
they  must  not  now  play  thus  fast  and  totfte.  ir 
short  credits  were  injurious  to  capitalists  in  1818, 
they  will  not  give  £cm  a  monopoly  now.  We 
are  not  to  be  thus  amused  with  reasons  which  can 
be  sdapted  to  suit  any  measure — they  are  sure  pre- 
texts to  defeat  this  bill,  not  because  it  will  injure 
the  small  merchants,  but  becaose  it  will  benefit 
the  manufacturer.  It  will  take  the  bounty  from 
importatiotu,  keep  the  mcmeyof  the  QoTernmeni 
at  borne,  prevent  loans  to  merchants  from  produc- 
ing new  importations  on  the  capital  furnished  by 
the  dnties  on  the  old.  We  have  given  the  reasons 
and  the  evidence  on  which  this  bill  has  been  re- 
ported. 1  would  thank  the  then  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  for  the  evidence 
on  which  he  eitended  the  credits  to  eighteen 
months.  In  examining  theeffects  of  this  change,  I 
cannot  see  theinjorious  effects  on  the  smisll  trader; 
he  can  as  easily  pay  the  duties  on  a  small  impor- 
tation as  the  large  trader  on  a  large  one.  M«vh- 
ants  adventure  in  proportion  to  their  capital  and 
credit ;  the  duties  are  in  proportion  to  what  thev 
import  I  the  small  dealer  can  often  procure  a  small 
loan  when  a  larTeonecouldnotbeobttined.  The 
American  merchant  has  a  credit  in  hank,  when 
the  foreigner  has  none ;  we  may,  therefore,  feel 
ourselves  safe  in  acceding  to  the  petitions  of  those 
who  have  asked  for  this  measure,  that  they  have 
not  asked  chambers  of  commerce  or  East  India 
merchants  to  become  iheir  guardians. 

Let  it  be  remembered,  loo,  that  the  small  dealers 
are  mostly  in  the  West  India  trade,  which  is  not 
affected  by  this  bill — the  Bast  India  and  European 
trade,  which  will  be  deprived  of  one  of  its  facilities, 
is  in  the  bands  of  capitalists  and  foreigners — this 
accounts  for  their  alarm,  and  a  desire  to  guard 
their  exclusive  interests  under  the  pretext  of  pro- 
tection to  the  small  dealers.  When  the  latter  com- 
]dain,  I  will  then  think  the  objection  may  have 
some  weight — till  then,  it  will  be  considered  as  a 
pretext  to  cover  opposition  to  a  system  indispen- 
sable for  all  the  great  objects  of  Qovemment, 
merely  because  it  comes  in  aid  of  mannfoclures. 
I  mustnot  be  blamed  for  indulging  this  belief  when 
there  is  nich  a  settled  determination  evinced  not  to 
touch  any  part  of  the  present  credits,  when  the  same 
cry  is  raised  whether  we  offer  to  touch  the  act  of 
1818,  or  to  abolish  the  whole.  It  is  at  all  limes 
amnsiDg  to  hear  these  same  alarms  rung  on  every 
occasion.  The  tariff  brought  them  out — this  bill 
has  increased  them — "  it  will  ruin  comraercej  agri- 
culture, revenue,"  and  even  the  country  itself! 
They  must  be  weak  indeed  when  they  rest  on  Eu- 
ropean and  East  India  credits ;  we  got  along  very 
well  before  1818 ;  there  were  no  vary  imperious 
calls  on  us  to  extend  them  then;  if  they  were 
shortened  now,  I  think  the  sun  would  still  shine, 
and  water  run !  This  is  not  the  first  time  this 
country  and  all  its  interests  have  been  nwugl  Tbe 
noclaraation  of  neutrality,  the  British  treaty,  the 
French  war,  ruined  us  forever;  the  embargo  and 
noa-iatercourEe  law  were  death;  so  was  the  late 
war  :  yet  the  country  has  survived  all ;  it  bears  a 
great  deal  of  ruin,  and  bears  it  very  welt,  for  one 
16lh  Con.  1st  Sebb.— 63 


who  has  been  ruined  so  often.  After  surviving 
such  shocks,  I  think  the  tittle  ruin  which  will  be 
added  by  employing  our  own  labor,  our  own  ma- 
terials, givinga  value  to  our  own  property,  carrying 
on  our  own  commerce,  and  receiving  into  the 
Treasury  all  the  money  that  the  people  pay  for 
taxes,  will  not  be  too  much  to  beat !  li  this  is  ruin 
it  is  of  the  kind  which  will  restore  us  to  prosperity. 
There  must  be  a  striking  analogy  between  two 
opposite  systems,  agreeing  io  no  one  feature,  yet 
producing  the  same  effects — each  attended  with 
ruin  absolute  and  irretrievable.  You  have  tried 
imposts  till  your  revenue  has  left  you  five  millions 
short  of  your  expenses ;  credits  tilt  one-fifth  is  in 
suit;  importations  on  foreign  accounts,  till  your 
commerce  is  destroyed ;  auction  sates,  tilt  your 
merchants  are  idle  (their  hopes  resting  in  a  bank- 
rupt law  ;)  foreign  goods,  till  your  manufactures 
are  abandoned ;  fttreign  markets^  till  your  farmers 
find  their  produce  rotting  on  their  hands :  and  yet 
it  is  contended  that  the  continuance  of  this  condi- 
tion of  the  country  is  necessary  for  its  welfare ; 
that  a  change  will  be  ruinous.  I  hope  gentlemen 
will  ask  themselves  if  ever  there  was  a  time  when 
there  was  such  a  scene  of  universal  distress.  If  it 
cannot  Ije  easily  traced  and  satisfactorily  accounted 
for,  when  calteid  on,  as  you  have  been  this  session, 
by  the  people  of  the  country,  they  will  expect  some 
lietter  answer  to  their  petitions  than  these  alarms, 
which  arc  always  raised  whenever  there  tias  been 
any  attempt  to  adopt  measures  of  vital  importance. 
Wnen  you  urge  them  you  must  give  reasons ;  show 
how  ibe  present  system  will  restore,  how  the  pro- 

Ced  one  will  injure  us ;  show  how  internal  in- 
try  willinjureintemal  prosperity;  how  idleness 
promotes  national  strengtn  or  individual  wealth  ; 
and,  above  all,  satisfy  tbe  farmer  for  whose  interest 
there  is  so  much  anxiety,  how  he  is  to  be  injured 
Iw  buying  his  clothing  from  those  who  wilt  pur- 
chase his  produce.  Now  the  surplus  of  his  farm 
will  not  clothe  his  family  and  procure  him  his 
utensils ;  now  he  understands  what  is  meant  by 
buying  cheap :  that  it  does  not  consist  in  the  price 
□f  the  article  hewants,somnchasin  thepriceofthe 
article  with  which  he  is  to  make  payment.  When 
cloth  is  at  ten  dollars  a  yard,  and  flour  at  tea  dol- 
lars a  barrel,  one  pays  for  tbe  other — cloth  at  six 
dollars  and  flour  at  three,  the  cloth  to  the  farmer 
has  doubled  in  price  ;  the  barret  of  flour  procures 
but  lialf  a  yard  of  cloth.  These  things  will  be  un- 
derstood ;  there  is  no  mystery  in  political  economy ; 
it  is  a  plain  simple  calculation  of  what  is  bought 
by  the  least  labor  and  the  smallest  quantity  of 
produce. 

That  article  is  the  cheapest  which  the  consumer 
pays  for  the  easiest.  What  encouragement  does 
tbe  importer  or  retailer  of  foreign  goods  now  give 
the  farmer  ;  what  injury  has  a  manufacturer  in  his 
neighborhood,  or  a  market  at  his  own  do6r,  ever 
done  him'?  Is  it  better  for  him  to  seek  it  by  nav- 
igationof  three  thousand  miles,  when  found  glutted 
by  supplies  from  other  sources,  the  price  less  than 
at  home;  the  home  market  destroyed  by  tbeeager- 
nessforaforeign;  slialt  all  competition  l>edestroyed, 
our  produce  left  at  the  mercy  of  other  nations,  who 
have  agricultural  interests  of  their  own  to  protect  ? 
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Ak  they  better  friends  to  the  Ameiicaa  farmer  than 
erea  our  own  Goverameot;  (lieirs  than  our  owd 
citizens  ?  These  are  questioos  which  must  be  an- 
swered in  some  other  way  than  "  you  will  ruin  (he 
country."  Sir,  the  country  is  ruined  if  you  perse- 
vere in  vour  present  policy.  It  must  and  wilt  be 
chaofed.  Such  radical  and  fatal  errors  will  be 
checked  by  the  general  voice  of  the  country,  if  not 
here.  It  had  better  be  done  while  moderate  mea- 
snres  will  be  sufficient — such  as  are  proposed  by  this 
IhU,  which  does  not  increase  the  duties,  imposes  no 
burden  on  commerce;  but,  merely  taking  away 
the  botmty  and  premium  on  foreign  manuuctuKe, 
so  as  to  leave  the  duties  which  are  laid  on  impor- 
tation a  discrimination  in  favorofourowD  industry, 
and  the  trade  of  the  country  in  the  hando  of  our 
own  merchants. 

Mr,  SiLiBEE,  of  Massachusetts,  addressed  the 
Commtltee  as  follows — 

Mr.  Chairman  :  Beins  an  inhabitant  of  a  com- 
mercial district  of  the  United  States,  I  fed  com- 
pelled, by  a  sense  of  duly  to  my  constituents,  to 
make  a  tew  remarks  upon  the  bill  now  under  con- 
sideration. 

It  seems  to  be  gen««Uy  admitted,  sir,  that  every 
interest  of  the  couoity  is  depressed  at  this  time ; 
and  what  does  this  bitl  propose — measures  for  the 
relief  ami  benefit  of  all  1  No,  sir ;  its  object  seems 
to  be,  to  impose  new  restrictions  and  additional 
burdens  upon  that  interest  which,  at  this  moment, 
is  more  depressed  than  any  other.  I  mean  the 
commercial  and  navigating  interest  In  thecoiuse 
of  the  past  year  a  loss  has  been  sustained  by  the 
metchanis  of  this  country,  of  at  least  iweniy-Gve 
per  cent,  of  the  whole  capital  emjAoyed  in  foreigti 
trade,  and  the  prospects  of  the  present  year  are  not 
more  fiattering  than  those  of  the  past.  There  will 
not  be  BO  much  capital  employed  this  year  as  there 
was  last,  because  there  is  not  so  much  to  employ ; 
but  in  that  which  is  em^doTed  the  loss  (judging  from 
present  appearances)  will  be  as  great,  or  greater, 
than  it  was  the  last  year.  If  gentlemen  have  at- 
ttaded  to  the  memorials  which  have  been  read  in 
this  House,  from  the  manu&cturin^  interest,  t^y 
will  have  leatitt  from  them  stMoethmg  of  the  pre*- 
ent  state  of  our  'navigation  and  commerce.  We 
have  been  informed  by  these  memorials  that  our 
■hips  an  rotting  at  the  wharvee ;  that  they  are  not 
worth  half  their  cost ;  that  a  large  portion  of  the 
nuBchanta  are  already  benkrapls ;  and  that  others 
are  almost  daily  added  to  the  list.  Ifihisbe  true, 
(and  no  one  who  has  recently  visited  our  seaports 
will  be  ioclined  to  doubt  it)— if  this  be  true,  1  say, 
is  it  wise,  or  is  it  just,  further  to  depress  this  ialer- 
ett  at  this  time  1 

The  bill  under  consideration  proposes  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  present  system  of  credits  on  revenue 
bonds,  and  (ne  adoption  of  an  entire  new  system. 
The  present  system  has  been  in  operation,  with 
some  alterations,  from  the  commencement  of  the 
present  Government.  By  the  act  of  the  4th  of 
August,  1790,  the  credits  for  dutiea  on  imports 
were  fixed  as  follows ,  On  goods  from  the  Wett 
Indies,  at  four  months ;  on  teas  from  China,  at 
twelvemonths;  onMadeira  wine,  at  twelvemonuis; 
on  all  other  goods,  at  six  months.    At  this  time 


sales  of  goods  were  generally  made  for  cash,  or  at 
very  short  credits;  but,  as  the  business  of  the  cooik- 
try  incteased,  longer  credits  to  purchasers  became 
usual ;  and  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  it  was  the 
encouragement  of  this  increase  of  trade  which  in- 
duced the  Goverameni  to  extend  these  credits,  as 
they  have  done  at  different  periods  since  1790. 

By  the  act  of  May,  1793,  the  credit  f<»  dulits 
on  salt  was  fixed  at  nine  mouths ;  on  other  West 
India  goods,  at  four  months ;  on  all  other  goods, 
(except  wiocE  and  teas,)  half  in  sis,  a  quarter  in 
nine,  and  a  quarter  in  twelve,  months.  By  the 
act  of  January  29th,  1795,  the  credit  on  importa- 
tions from  the  West  Indies  was  ezt«ided  to  three 
andsixmonths;  endonimportationsfromEuiDpe, 
the  credit  was  fixed  at  eight,  ten,  and  twdre 
months ;  one-third  cash.  By  the  ace  of  tbe  3d  of 
March,  1799,  the  credits  were  fixed  asfoUows:  ob 
West  lodia  {roduois.  (except  nit,)  half  in  three, 
and  half  in  six  mwuiis ;  on  salt,  in  nine  nianths ; 
on  wines,  in  twelve  months;  on  teas  &om  China 
or  Europe,  the  same  as  other  gtmds  from  those 
countries,  unless  d^osited  in  Glovemaient  storca, 
in  which  case  the  credit  not  to  exceed  two  yean ; 
on  articles  from  Europe,  one-third  in  eigh^  ooe- 
third  in  teD,and  one-third  in  twelvemonths;  on  all 
goods  from  anv  other  place  than  Europe  and  tbe 
West  Indies,  (other  than  salt,  teas,  and  wines^) 
half  in  six,  a  quarter  in  nine,  and  a  quarter  in 
twdve  months.  These  credits  hare  not  been 
changed  since  March,  1799,  except  that,  by  the 
act  of  April  20,  181&  tbe  credit  on  West  India 
products  was  extEuded  from  three  and  six,  to  fite 
and  nine  months ;  and  on  articles  from  the  £aM 
Indies,  South  America,  &c.,  from  half  in  sixiquar- 
ter  in  nine,  and  a  quarter  in  twelve  mottths,  to 
one-third  in  eight,  one-tfaird  in  ten,  and  one-third 
in  eighteen  months. 

These  credits  ate  given  on  bonds,  with  one  or 
more  sureties,  to  the  satisfaotion  of  the  collector, 
in  double  the  amount  of  dulien ;  or,  in  lieu  of  the 
sureties,  the  coljector  may  accept  a  deposite  of  so 
much  of  the  goods  as  shall,  in  hu  opinion,  be  a  siuF- 
Gcient  security  for  the  amount  of  the  dutus,  (jut 
the  whole  goods,  as  is  required  by  the  bill  now 
under  consideention,)  whicn  d^Msite  ^  to  be  hdd 
till  the  bands  become  due,  ai  which  time,  if  tke 
bosda  are  not  pteTiously  paid,  the  goods  are  to  be 
stdd,  and  the  surjdns,  utet  paying  tbe  bonds  and 
chnraes,  to  be  paid  over  to  Me  inqiorin'  of  the 
gootb.  Tbtsiithemibetanceof  ovrpmcstayBMn 
of  credits,  which  to  this  time  has  been  fowkl  as 
satisfaotoiy  and  sufficiotl  as  it  is  sim^de. 

The  system  proposed  by  the  bill  under  comider- 
ation,  if  I  uadentand  it,  it  ip  this ;  On  the  arrival 
of  goods  liable  to  the  payment  of  duty,  the  importer 
may  elect  whether  to  enter  them  for  exportation 
or  for  consumption  ;  if  be  enters  them  for  exporta- 
tion, he  is  to  give  bond,  with  sufficient  suretiea,  to 
the  whole  amount  of  the  goods,  that  they  shall  be 
exported,  and  not  relanded  in  the  United  State*. 
It  is,  however,  provided  that  the  importer  may, 
subse<juetttly,  ta-enin  his  goods  for  consumptioD  ; 
but  this  indu%ttice  is  extended  only  to  three  months 
from  the  date  of  importation,  and  on  condition 
that  the  duties  are  all  paid  before  tbe  expiration  of 
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tbn  tima  If  the  goods  ate,  at  the  time  of  impor- 
tMion,  entered  for  consamptiou,  and  are  such  lu 
named,  as  excepted,  in  the  first  sectioD  of  the  bill, 
tke^  are  to  be  entitled  to  a  credit  on  one-half  the 
amount  for  three  monthe,  and  oo  the  other  half 
for  aix  moDthE,  except  tea*,  on  which  the  credit  is 
to  be  thrc^  *li,  &ud  nine  months  j  one^ird  eash. 
On  all  other  ^(oods,  of  erery  deccriotioii,  the  duty 
ii  to  be  paid  in  cash ;  or,  in  dabult  of  such  pay- 
ment,  tlw  {Kvods  (not  merely  enough  to  secure  the 
payment  of  the  duty,  a*  under  tke  present  sybtem, 
tiut  the  whole  goods)  ore  to  be  deposited  in  stoiee 
selected  by  the  coUecter,  and  retained  in  his  cus- 
tody for  BU  months,  wheit,  if  the  duly  is  not  pre- 
Tiously  paid,  so  much  of  the  goods  an  to  be  sold 
ai  will  pap  the  duty  and  chajrgas.  Mow,  sir,  if  the 
QavonaieBt  had  lai^  and  ooavenient  wataiowen 
established  in  all  our  se«portB,  ai  is  the  ease  in 
inest  pvts  of  EsBope,  to  which  acocBs  could  readily 
be  had  daring  the  usual  hours  of  business,  this 
nughtaoi  be  considered  so  great  uiineouvetiiaice; 
hot  this  is  not  the  case — and,  shotrid  importsrs 
gewrally  store  their  goods  insleftd  at  paying  the 
duties,  almost  erery  store  in  oar  conoMMial  towns 
weuld  be  conrerted  into  a  goTerament  store,  and 
tmless  the  GorernineDt  shoaTd  forthwith  appoint  a 
host  of  storekeepers,  it  wilt  be  found  extiemelv 
di^Bci^t,  if  not  impwcticable,  to  get  alone  witn 
this  part  of  this  new  system,  ll  will  at  least  be 
foand  M  incoBTeoient  and  perplexing  that  few,  if 
any,  who  can  pay  the  duties  on  importation,  will 
submit  to  it.  I  must,  therefore,  consider  the  duties 
on  all  the  noa-ezcepled  articles  as  liable  to  cub 
payment. 

Tlie  revenue  from  tbecust«mB,ialS13,  (the  last 
year  for  which  returns  bare  been  utade,)  was  ^1,- 
a3a,4Sl ;  of  which  $5,410,320  accrued  on  articles 
which  are  to  be  entitled  toacredit,  according  to  the 
provision  of  this  bill;  and  $16,631,652  were  de- 
rived from  articles  which  are  to  be  liable  to  cash 
payment  of  duties.  So  that  less  than  one-fourth 
port  of  Ike  amount  of  duties  are  to  have  the  bene- 
fit of  a  credit  of  ihree  and  six  numths,  and  more 
tbwt  tluee^uarters  of  tke  duties  are  to  be  paid  in 
caah. 

8»,  the  merehants  of  the  United  States  are  at 
this  tune,  and  at  all  timea,  under  bonds  to  the 
Qoreinment  for  the  payntent  of  about  twenty 
millions  <^  dollars  within  a  year.  Should  this 
bin  paai,  and  not  lessen  the  amount  of  duties  that 
would  otherwise  accrue,  it  will  require  from  the 
meicbaats  a  further  payment  of  ten  or  filXeen 
millions  more,  making  thirty  to  thirty-five  mil- 
Uoni  within  a  year  from  the  time  this  bill  takes 
efiecU 

Now,  can  the  commercial  interest  bear  an  addi- 
tietml  asMBsment  of  fifty  to  seventy-five  per  cent., 
at  a  time  when  they  find  it  all  but  impossible  to 
comply  with  their  present  engagements?  And  if 
sBch  requisition  could  be  complied  with,  would 
any  interest  of  the  country,  eitho' public  or  private, 
be  benefited  by  withdrawing  from  cirenlation 
such  an  additional  sum,  when  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  it,  at  least,  would  lay  dormant  in  the 
Treasury,  oi  in  the  oaok,  far  the  greater  part  of  a 
yen?    It  would,  to  be  sure,  give  us  an  ornflow- 


ing  Treasury  for  the  first  year,  but  a  very  impov- 
erished one  for  several  succeeding  years. 

I  have  heard  it  said,  on  this  floor,  that  credits 


for  duties  are  not  allowed  by  any  of  the  a 

cial  nUions  of  Europe.  This,  if  apparently,  is 
not  really,  the  case.  Entrepots,  or  public  ware- 
houses, are  established,  I  believe,  by  every  oom- 
merciai  natitm  in  Europe;  certainly  by  most  of 
them,  and  most  aooia  may  remain  in  eatr^M 
until  they  are  sold  for  conramptioii,  before  the 

EAyment  of  duties  is  required;  even  goods  pio- 
ibited  for  consumption  may  remain  in  depot 
until  some  foreign  market  ofiers  a  demand  for 
tbem. 

The  Engli^,  French,  and  Dutch,  may  be  con- 
aideted  the  principal  commercial  natiuis  of  Ku- 

la  England,  1  believe,  all  goods  may  remain 
some  months,  and  most  of  them  may  remain  frcmi 
two  to  five  yean,  in  the  puUic  warehottia,  with- 
out bond,  except  such  as  are  liable  to  excise,  which 
must  be  booded  when  put  into  the  warehouses, 
and  OB  prohibited  goods,  bonds  must  be  given  to 
export  uem;  the  payment  of  duties  may  be  de- 
layed unlit  the  goods  are  taken  out  (^  the  ware- 
houses for  consumption.  In  Fiance,  goods  may 
remain  in  entrepot  twdve  months,  witn  the  {mv- 
ilege  of  fiuther  time,  by  special  permission;  on 
taking  them  out  for  consumption,  the  diities  must 
be  paid,  either  in  cash  or  by  bond  with  sureties  at 
four  months;  but  goods  sre  generally  sold,  in 
France,  in  entrepot,  and  the  duty  paid  by  the  pur- 
cbasn,  OS  he  takes  them  out  for  consumption. 

In  Holland,  goods  may  remain  twelve  months 
in  mtrepot,  on  bond,  after  which  prohibited  gooda 
must  be  exported,  but  other  goods  must  remain 
longer,  by  permission  of  the  hoktd  of  licenses. 

In  Spain,  the  payment  of  duties  is  required 
wb«i  goods  are  taken  from  the  ciutoin>house,  bnt 
I  don't  know  how  long  they  are  permitted  to  re- 
main there. 

In  tke  ports  of  Italy,  all  goods  are  sold  in  entre- 
pot; the  duties  are  paid  by  the  purchaser  when 
taken  out  for  consumption. 

In  Denmark,  the  duties  are  not  paid  until  the 
gooda  are  sold  to  the  consumer. 

It  will  therefore  be  seen,  that,  although  the 
Eurtqieao  systems  differ  from  ours,  yet^  that  thuse 

SstoaB  afford,  really,  even  longer  credits  than  ore 
lowed  by  onr  Government ;  with  this  difi^rence^ 
however,  that  there,  in  most  cases,  the  goods  them- 
selves afford  the  security  for  the  payment  of  the 
duties,  and  if  the  goods,  by  sny  casualty,  are  lost 
to  the  owner,  the  duty  is  lost  to  the  Governmoit. 
With  us,  instead  of  holding  the  goods,  bonds  with 
sureties  are  taken,  and,  although  goods  are  lost  by 
any  casualty  whatever,  (whicli  not  unfrMuenlly 
happens)  yet  the  duties  are  paid  to  the  Govern- 
ment. And  I  am  confident  that,  to  this  time,  the 
Qovernment  have  been  great  eainers  by  the  adoi>~ 
tion  of  our  own  system  in  preference  to  any  of  the 
European  ones.  Under  our  present  system  the 
laeKihaDts  know  when  their  payments  to  Oorem- 
ment  become  due,  and  prepare  to  toake  them ;  but, 
under  the  system  contemplated  by  this  Inll,  they 
cannot  be  so  prepared  ;  tbeir  ships  may  arrive  two 
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Qt  three  months  earlier  than  expected,  at  a  mo- 
ment when  ihey  have  just  used  so  nmch  of  their 
meaos  and  so  much  of  their  credit,  upon  Eome 
new  adventure  as  to  be  unable  lo  raise  twenty, 
thirty,  or  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  at  short 
notice ;  but  if  their  shins  should  not  arrive  so  sooa, 
by  two  OT  three  months,  as  may  be  expected,  the 
funds  which  they  may  bare  provided  for  the  pay- 
ment of  duties  will,  in  such  ease,  remain  unpro- 
ductive. A  large  portion  of  our  imports  are  made 
in  the  Spring  months  of  March  and  April,  conse- 
quently the  cash  payments  required  at  this  time 
will  he  id  large  as  to  cause  a  pressure  in  the  mo- 
ney markeU  at  that  time,  and,  as  the  banks  will 
be  apprized  of  this,  they  will  rather  lessen  than 
increase  their  accommodations,  at  a  time  when 
they  will  be  most  wanted.  There  is  already  much 
complaint  of  the  scarcity  of  money ;  the  passage 
of  this  bill  will  not  lessen  (his  complaint. 

This  bill  discourages  importations  generally; 
this  policy  is  the  reverse  of  every  thing  seen  in  Eu- 
rope. It  is  the  policy  of  other  nations  to  encourage 
the  importation  of  almost  every  article,  even  if 
prohibited  for  consumption  ;  this  is  done,  not  solely 
with  a  view  lo  benefit  the  revenue,  and  to  keep 
down  prices,  hut  also  for  the  Airther  purpose  of 
sustaining  the  carryins  trade  ;  and  we  ought  to  do 
the  same,  at  least  so  far  as  respects  artides  with 
which  we  cannot  supply  ourselves. 

It  has  also  been  said  on  this  floor  that  (he  cre- 
dits now  given  operate  as  a  loan  to  the  merchants. 
It  will  not  be  denied  hut  this  may  be  the  case  in 
some  instances,  but  equally  true  that  in  many, 
and  I  believe  I  may  say  in  most  cases,  the  duty  is 
paid  to  the  Qovernment  before  it  is  received  ftom 
the  consumer ;  and  I  think  it  may  be  said,  without 
fear  of  contradiction,  that,  on  an  average,  the  du- 
ties are  paid  before  triey  are  realized  from  the  sales 
of  goods.  80  far  as  my  own  experience  has  ena- 
bled me  to  judge,  this  has  cerlaioly  been  tbe  caw. 
I  have  some  goods  now  on  hand,  the  duties  oq 
which  have  been  paid  more  than  three  years.  If 
merchants  are  coinpetled  lo  pay  the  duties  before 
they  can  realize  them  from  tbe  proceeds  of  the 
goods,  it  must  be  seen  that  the  effect  will  be  to 
lessen  their  business,  and,  consequently,  to  lessen 
the  revenue. 

It  has  also  been  said,  that  great  losses  must  1 
been  sustained  by  the  Qovernment,  in  consequence 
of  these  credits  on  revenue  bonds.  Have  we  evei 
heard  any  such  complaints,  even  from  the  Trea- 
sury Department  or  elsewhere  1  No,  sir,  we  hav( 
not  heard  any  such  coinpiaint,  because  no  sucl 
losses  have  happened.  The  revenue  which  has 
accrued  from  (he  customs,  from  the  4th  of  March, 
1799,  (the  commencement  of  the  present  revenue 
system)  to  theendof  theyear  1819,  is 8351,329,799, 
upon  which  there  has  been  a  loss  of  $1,037,355, 
and  a  further  sum  of  ^540,969  which  may  be  lost, 
in  whole  or  in  part ;  but,  supposing  the  whole  (o 
be  lost,  (he  amount  of  losses  will  be  81,576,334 — 
a  little  short  of  45-lOOths  of  one  per  cent.  In  the 
district  in  which  I  live, although  the  trade  from  (hat 
district  is  such  as  is  entilled  to  the  longest  credits 
given  by  our  laws,  (he  losses  have,  I  believe,  been 
less  than  1-lOOth  part  of  a  per  cent, ;  and  ir 


district  of  Boston,  in  which  immense  sums  have 
been  bonded,  the  losses  have  not,  I  think,  exceeded 
1-lOthof  a  per  cent.  The  official  report  from  the 
Treasury  Department  shows  that  the  whole  losses 
throughout  the  United  States  have  been  less  than 
half  a  per  cent.  Now,  I  ask,  if  another  instance 
can  probably  be  found  in  the  world  of  a  Govern- 
ment, or  even  an  individual,  having  sustained  so 
small  a  loss  upon  its,  or  upon  his  credits,  or  upon 
any  class  of  credits,  for  a  space  of  thirty  years,  in 
the  course  of  which,  it  should  also  be  noticed, 
that  a  foreign  war,  embareoes,  and  other  reslric- 
tive  measure  have  taken  pmce,  which  have  essen- 
tially affected  the  interest  of  those  people  who 
have  bad  these  payments  to  make?  There  is,  I 
think,  no  hazard,  in  saying,  that  in  no  country  on 
earth  has  the  revenue  from  customs  been  so 
promptly  paid  as  in  this. 

Under  tlie  present  system,  tbe  officer  at  the  head 
of  the  Treasury  Department  is^  at  all  times,  en- 
abled to  make  bis  calculations  with  greet  accuracy, 
and  without  fear  of  disappointment,  of  the  amount 
to  be  received  into  the  Treasury  for  any  ensuing 
year,  by  estimating  the  amount  of  bonds  on  band ; 
and  we  are  thereby  enabled  to  limit  our  eipendi- 
tnres  accordingly ;  but  how  can  he,  or  how  can 
any  man,  under  a  system  of  cash  paymenls,  form 
any  correct  estimate  as  to  future  receipts?  He 
cannot  do  il~it  is  impossible.  And  in  the  event 
of  a  war  with  a  powerful  maritime  nation,  the 
revenue  from  commerce  would  almost  instantly 
stop,  under  the  system  contemplated  by  this  bill; 
whereas,  under  the  existing  system,  the  Qovern- 
ment will  always  have  bonds  in  hand  for  tbe 
amount  of  about  82(^000,000  to  be  paid  within  a 
year  after  such  an  event  should  take  place. 

It  is  said  that  some  mercantile  people  are  advo- 
cates for  cash  payments  of  duties,  and  that  memo- 
rials to  this  effect  have  been  presented  to  us.  This 
is  true,  sir,  and  it  isalso  true  that  our  own  capital- 
ists, as  well  as  the  a^nts  of  foreign  capitalists, 
would  be  benefited  by  such  a  measure ;  but  the  less 
wealthy  merchant  will  be  injured  by  it,  and  all 
the  young  and  enterprising  ones,  of  small  property 
and  iimiud  means,  will  be  driven  from  their  misi- 
ness,  or  their  business  will  be  driven  from  them 
into  the  monopoiiziog  bands  of  the  capitalists; 
and  if  we  are  disposed  (o  gratify  them,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  great  bulk  of  the  mercantile  people, 
and  at  (he  expense  also  of  the  consumers,  we  shall 
pass  this  bill,  but  if  we  look  to  the  good  of  the 
many,  in  preference  lo  ibat  of  the  few,  we  shall 

Amongst  the  signatures  to  the  memorials  against 
discontinuing  credits,  we  6nd  (he  names  of  many 
capitalists,  who  would  be  benefited  by  such  dis- 
continuance as  is  contemplated ;  but,  to  their  great 
credit,  they  are  witling  to  yield  such  advantages 
to  the  public  good. 

If  these  credits  had  been  productive  of  heaTy 
losses  to  the  GoTernment,  this  would  be  a  strong 
and  sufficient  reason  for  discontinuing  them ;  but 
this  has  not  been  the  case. 

If  the  object  of  this  bill  is  to  aid  the  manufac- 
turing interest,  I  must  say  that,  in  my  bumble 
opinion,  that  aid  ought  to  be  sought  in  some  other 
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way  than  by  coercing  pe<^le  to  abandon  com- 
imrce  {by  making  it  more  nnprofilable  to  them) 
for  the  puipwe  of  inducing  them  to  devote  a  por- 
tion of  their  capital  to  manufsctoriDg  purposes ; 
and  really  it  ia  only  in  this  -way  that  I  can  per- 
ceive any  benefit  will  bn  afforded  to  the  manufae- 
turing  interest  by  this  bill.  It  will  not  have  much 
if  any  effect  upon  the  importatioQ  of  European 
maniuaetares,  because,  if  the  greater  part  of  ttiose 
importations  are  made  by  the  agents  of  foreign  es- 
tanishmentf,  as  we  hare  been  repeatedly  assored 
is  the  case,  those  agents,  on  the  arrival  of  their 
goods^  hare  only  to  sell  a  bill  of  eschange  on  their 
principal  in  Etiropefor  as  much  money  as  is  need- 
ed to  pay  their  duties ;  and  these  bills  of  eichanse  ' 
KTC  always  a  cash  article  in  the  market.  This  oe'  i 
acription  of  importations  will  therefore  be  less  i 
affected  by  the  provisions  of  thia  bill  than  any  I 

If  I  know  iDfsetf  I  am  a  friend  to  manuiacturing 
establishments,  and  am  disposed  to  afford  to  that 
interest  every  aid  and  encouragement  that  can  be 
given,  consistently  with  dne  regard  to  the  other 
great  interests  of  the  country.  The  other  day  1 
gmre  my  vote  freely  and  satisfactorily  in  favor  of 
clothing  the  army  with  our  own  manufactures, 
without  restriction  as  to  price ;  but,  at  a  time  of  gen- 
eral depression,  I  cannot  consent  to  bnild  up  any 
one  interest  of  the  country  upon  the  rums  of 
anothea'. 

If  higher  duties  are  necessary  fot  the  protection 
of  our  domestic  manufactures,  I  have  no  objection 
to  a  reasonable  increase  of  such  duties,  but  I  have 
always  considered  the  imposition  of  duties  upOD 
a  minlntDm  price,  lo  be  an  incorrect  way  of^as- 


dopted     , 

therefore  indaced  the  other  day  to  move  that  the 
proviso,  in  the  contemfdaled  tariff,  relative  to 
coarse  cotton  goods,  be  stricken  out;  not  however 
with  a  view  oT  lessening  rhe  duty  on  snch  goods, 
bat  for  the  purpose,  as  1  then  stated,  of  chan^ns 
the  manner  of  assessing  that  duly  from  s  nominal 
lo  an  actual  per  centagc ;  and  whether  this  bad 
been  fixed  at  5o  or  150  per  cent.  I  should  not  have 
objected  to  it. 

1  am  unwilling  to  believe  that  the  framers  of 
this  bill  are  so  unfriendly  to  commerce  as  its  pro- 
visions seem  to  indicate ;  and  if,  under  an  impre^ 
aion  that  we  yet  have  too  much  commerce  ana  too 
much  navigation,  they  think  ihal  a  further  reduc- 
tion would  be  beneficial,  I  ask  them  lo  look  at  the 
Treasury  report  of  the  diitrici  tonnage  for  the  last 
year,  and  see  if  the  reduction  there  exhibited  is  not 
sufficiently  rapid,  either  for  public  or  private  good. 
Thai  report  will  show  a  reduction  of  over  ODe- 
fovrth  part  of  the  tonnage  of  the  United  States, 
emjdoyed  in  foreign  trade,  within  a  year ;  and  the 
report  of  next  year  will,  1  apprehend,  show  a  still 
farther  reduction ;  if  it  does  not,  it  will  be  because 
we  can  neither  sal  nor  give  away  oor  ships.  In 
consequence  of  this  reduced  and  depressed  state  of 
oar  foreign  trade,  the  wages  of  our  seamen  have 
declined  to  one  hsilf  what  they  wne  a  vear  or  two 
since;  and  should  this  and  the  tariffbiil  pass,  they 
must  decline  still  further;  andshall  we,  Mr.  Chair- 


man, deprive  of  their  daily  bread,  shall  we  drive  to 
ofir  poor-houses  those  brave  men  whose  recent  and 
I  may  add  renowned  achievements  have  givea 
such  imperishable  fame  to  our  country^    I  hope 

Sir,  we  are  now  called  upon  to  decide  whether 
we  will,  at  Ibis  moment  of  general  depression  and 
distress,  abandon  a  system  which  has  oeen  in  suc- 
cessful operaiioD  for  more  than  thirty  years ;  a  sys- 
tem which  has  been  productive  of  immense  wealth 
to  the  nation,  and  been  universally  acquiesced  in 
until  this  time,  and  adopt  a  new  one  of  untried  ope- 
ration and  effect,  one  which  imposes  such  condi- 
tions as  are  not  imposed  by  any  other  commercial 
nation,  and  such  as  ought  not  to  be  imposed,  by 
this,  unless  we  are  disposed  to  aid  the  nations  of 
Europe  to  build  up  their  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion, upon  the  downfall  of  out  own. 

The  passage  of  this  bill  will  make  the  foreign 
trade  of  the  country  a  monopoly  in  the  hands  of 
the  capitalists  and  foreign  agents,  will  injure  if  not 
ruin  all  the  young  and  enterprising  merchants  at 
moderate  proper^,  wilt  enhance  the  price  of  for- 
eign articfes  to  the  consumer,  not  only  by  lessen- 


ing the  importations,  but  by  placing  them  in  the 
hands  of  capitalists  who  can  and  who  will  hold 
them  for  high  prices,  will  have  a  tendency  to  lessen 
the  price  of  our  own  products  by  lessening  the 
numner  of  purchasers  for  exportation,  will  lessen 
the  revenue  at  least  for  several  years  to  come ;  and 
what  is  worse  than  this,  it  would  be  productive  of 
smu^ling  and  other  fraudulent  practices,  the  temp- 
tations towhicboughl  tobe  more  cautiously  avoid- 
ed in  this  country  than  in  any  other,  because  our 
extensive  seacoast  and  innumerable  rivers,  bays, 
and  creeks,  afford  sreater  facilities  for  these  prac- 
tices than  are  found  in  any  other  country. 

Engaged  as  I  am  in  commercial  pursuits,  it 
may,  and  probatiy  will,  be  supposed  that  I  am 
induced  by  motives  of  self-interest  to  oppose  the 
passage  of  this  bill ;  for  the  purpose,  therefore,  of 
preventing  the  effect  of  such  a  supposition,  I  as- 
sore  the  Committee  that,  as  an  individual,  I  feel 
rather  indifferent  than  hostile  to  the  provisions  of 
the  bill.    My  own  private  interest  would,  I  think, 


productive  of  mucn  public  as  well  as  jn-ivate  inju- 
ry, and  that  the  present  stateof  commerce  will  not 
bear  it,  I  feel  it  to  be  my  dutv  to  oppose  it. 

Mr.  Chairman,  we  have  neard  much  about  the 
"  balance  of  trade,"  which  is  said  to  have  been 
very  much  against  this  country  for  a  number  of 
years  past ;  and  gentlemen  seem  to  have  made  up 
their  opinions  on  this  sabject  from  the  custom- 
bonse  returns  of  imports  and  exports,  and  to  have 
concluded  that  the  excess  of  tne  latter  over  the 
former,  jHoves  a  balance  to  this  amount  against 
us.  In  the  first  place,  these  returns  are  very  im- 
perfect, and,  if  they  were  otherwise,  would  -not 
(as  they  are  now  made)  afford  a  correct  means 
whereby  to  ascertain  the  balance  of  trade  of  this 
country;  these  returns  might  guide  us  lo  a  tolera- 
bly correct  conclusion.if  our  exports  were  sold  and 
our  imports  purchased  on  our  own  shores.  But 
these  alone,  however  correctly  made,  are  not  suffi- 
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ctent  for  b  commercial  nation.    We  Bfe  the  cu- '  qiuunled  with  it.    They 
riere  of  the  gre&ter  part  of  our  own  exports  utd 
inuoits ;  theiefore,  aU  the  advantage  of  freight 
and  profit  (wiien  tlieie  is  any)  is  to  be  brovfht 
into  the  ciuculation.    Until  the  late  embariMs- 


D  thin^  that  the 


ntento  of  commeice  we  had  tmwuds  of  eigtu  hun- 
dred tool  of  sluM>in2  flmiiloyed  in  the  foreign 
tradej  thefreifhtoiwnichtonna^alone,attwen- 


ty-fiye  dollars  pa  anaum,  ^which  is  toe  lowest 
price  at  which,  in  (Hdinaiy  luoea,  the  tmmIs  «an 
be  mppoited,)  wouldaiaouni  to  twenty  millioas  of 
doUan,  and  would  pay  that  appueai  balance  of 
trade  against  tu ;  and  I  will  cnaeaTtw  to  show  that 
the  imports  ma/  exceed  the  expnle,  even  mudi 
beyond  this,  without  creating  a  balance  agiiintt 
us.  To  illustmte  this,  let  us  siqtpoee  the  aioouit 
of  (xpDits  for  the  pieseoi  year  to  be  one  hundred 
millions  of  dollars,  whiob,  in  eoneeqaence  of  bad 
mubts  abroad,  produoes  only  eighty  milliont,  and 
that  this  eighty  millions,  inTeMeoabioad  in  foreign 
utides,  produces,  on  tetun  to  the  United  States, 
in  coniequence  of  other  bad  markets,  oaly  aiaty 
siilliona.  This,  according  to  the  theory  of  Rane 
gentlemen,  would  be  a  very  jmifitahle  trader  he- 
oauic  the  imports,  accMiUng  to  the  cwtom^oNae 
tetiinis,  woold  be  len  than  the  e»oitt.  B«t,  I 
aok,  how  long  oould  we  Mstau  even  a  pvfilable 
tradeaaihi«r  Why,  ■    ■   -■     -^    -  — 

I  and  a  half  we  si 

IT  annual  exports. 
Now,  lei  us  further  st^poae  the  tatoe  amonot  «f 
one  hundred  coilliona  of  dollaia  to  be  HtpOBted  the 
next  year,  whiob,  owing  to  bettn  forein  inarksti. 
produces  one  hundred  and  twaity  aultona,  ana 
that  one  huodred  miUioas  of  this  are  inreated  in 
merchandise  and  twenty  miUiaas  in  ^Kcie ;  and 
that  this  one  hundred  miUions,  on  return  to  this 
country,  in  conaaquence  «f  more  iaroraUe  mar- 
kets, is  worth  one  hundred  and  twenty  millions, 
which,  with  the  twenty  millions  in  specie,  wwild 

S'  ve  ot  one  hundred  and  forty  miUioBs  for  ttte  one 
mdred  millions  exBorted.  This,  aeeordiog  to  the 
mme  theory,  would  be  a  vtty  dettraetire  htrlniitifi 
became,  according  (o  the  custom-houae  retont*, 
^a*  these  returns  are  now  made,}  it  would  leare  a 
''  balance  of  trade"  of  twenty  millbns  aoJnst  ua ; 
and  if  those  returns  were  made  (o  tadu&tbe  spe- 
cie, the  balance  woold  ajqwar  to  be  forty  millions 
against  us.  But  who,  I  ask,  do  we  owe  for  this  1 
Is  it  not  so  mucbpioed  by  domestic  indosiry  and 
enterprise?  Most  assuredly  it  is.  And  this  is  such 
a  balance  of  trade  as  1  should  always  be  wilUn^ 
to  be  ctwceroed  in  i  and  I  am  inclined  to  thirS 
that  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Bau>- 
wu()  would  hare  no  oligection  to  a  share  of  it, 
the  custom-house  reports  to  the  contrary  aodnlh- 
standing. 

The  accouus  of  the  Tmsury  Dqwrtueat  Aow 
that  the  exchanga  has  been,  almost  univertidly,  in 
iavor  of  this  co«iiitry  for  the  last  twenty  years,  and 
that  a  large  gain  has  been  realised  on  the  public 
remittances  to  Euk^  nridun  tlMt  time ;  and  this 
alone  is  sufficient  to  refute  the  doctrine  which  has 
been  advanced  by  some  gentlemen  on  fliis  subject 

The  East  India  trade  has  also  been  -'—  " 
and  by  some  gentlemen  who  aie 


Ikctured  articles,  whiob  is  not  the  ci 
that  large  importations  of  coarae  eoltons  wera  fat- 
merly  mde;  but  Ike  present  duty  has  opetattd  as 
a  ptobibitwy  one  upon  that  aitidc  for  hotna  ooa- 
aumption,  and  the  very  emallparods  that  ate  now 
brought  are  for  aqpoiiation.  Tkeie  hare  been  large 
importations  of  «&  goods  from  China,  and  aome 
nankeQu  are  yei  brought  fiem  ihoiee;  asd  these 
stay  be  said  to  be  almost  the  only  maon&ctBMd 
articles  now  imported  from  beyond  the  Oape  of 
Good  H^e.  Our  cargoes  from  thence  are  imui- 
pally  of  sugar,  cofiee,  tea,  pepper,  and  other  sfiioCB. 
A  year  ot  two  put,  nw  cotton  was  biougkt  from 
thence  for  the  ^xopean  markou ;  bnt  I  prwaamp. 
there  was  not  a  single  bale  imputed  tkeiast  ytai. 
Theae  arlioles  are  paid  for  okicfly,  ihoiigh  ant 
entirely,  with  specie.  Some  investments  made  is 
fieagal,  Java,  and  China,  are  paid  &k  in  skins, 
copper,  sandal  wood,  and  oihec  article*  Irom  dM 
Pacific  oeean  i  in  wines  and  other  liqaoni  qokk- 
silver,  opium,  and  other  aitides  fiim  this  and 
other  cowtnes  j  and  by  drafts  oa  Europe  and  the 
United  Stales;.  And  of  Ihe  opecie  tnnoally  sent 
to  India  and  China,  it  nmy  be  estimaled  tikat  aaa- 
third  to  two>fifths  of  it  is  procined  in  and  dipped 
from  EiBOpe.  And  bo  iuMSsidenkUe  portian  of 
this  specie  is  mioed  fiom  the  (mtceeds  of  onr  «Kn 
products  which  are  shipped  to  Europe  fee  that 
ptttpoee-  And  it  may  be  added  Ibat  a  pact^and 
a  Tery  consider^e  part,  too~of  Ibe  smme  Alp- 
ped  from  the  United  Biaks,  n  imporiea  ^ocaauy 
tor  that  parrxMc 

I  belieTc  that  the  animal  sales  of  India  and  Ckina 
goods  in  Europe  uswUly  exceed  the  amovai  of 
specie  taken  from  this  country,  and  sotactimes  ex- 
ceed the  whole  amoaat  taken  by  o«r  vesatb  feon 


lume  to  this  conntry.    A  port  of  the* 
hion  are  sold  in  Entope  are  taken  direetl] 
Aom  lodia  and  China,  but  the  larger  part  are  first 


bm^t  to  this  eotm  try,  and  mch  as  arc  not  wanted 
in  our  markets  ate  sobseqiMnlly  flipped  to  Bu- 
t«|>e.  Bo  that  this  trade  is  neiiner  ao  dcatractim 
or  injunoas  as  some  genltaien  seem  to  imnaine ; 
if  it  were,  it  must  and  woald  have  teiminatedlDng 

But  for  this  trade,  we  shoold  have  had  lo  pay 
much  higfaiET  prices  ur  sugar,  t  "      ' 
ny  other  artides  of  eoinmon  c 
conn  try. 

This  trade  pradueea  a  large  i«vaine  to  tli*  Qos- 
ecnmoit ;  it  emphiyn  from  three  to  four  thsnsand 
seamen ;  is  the  beet  nnnery  for  that  class  of  mea, 
Mid  the  very  best  one  for  officers  of  any  branch  of 
ont  fimign  trade,  and  has  laded  mero  than  any 
odiet  bmo^  to  impMTe  the  structure  of  our  ships 
and  the  dcill  ot  oar  navigators. 

AltbMigh  Ihii  trade,  like  every  other,  it  depicsaed 
at  this  time,  vet  it  is  moro  aaie  tlian  anr  odasr 
now  pursued  man  the  United  Stales.  Ana  if  it  is 
wiilied  to  paralyze  the  caamerce  and  eoaamsdal 
entetprise  of  the  couttry,  it  cannot  so  eSaotualty 
be  d<me  in  any  other  miy  as  by  restiamts  upon  the 
InAa  trade. 

It  was  iny  intenlitm  to  have  explained  more  fully 
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H.  OP  R. 


2r  views  in  relfttion  to  this  trade,  bnl  I  find  my- 
f  too  unwell  to  proceed.    Before  I  restime  my 

seat,  howeTer,  I  more  you,  sir,  to  strite  out  the 

first  BeclioQ  of  the  Inll. 
Hr.  LowMiwB  kIm  aesisned  the  ivtaasa  wW  he 

also  was  opposed  to  the  Dill,  and  partictdariy  fo 

tbe  provinons  which  eontemi^te  restrictions  on 

the  Bast  India  trade. 
Mr.  Clat  spoke  in  mp(v  to  Mr.  Silsbeb  and 

Mr.  LownvsB,  uid  u^ea  the  adoption  of  tb«  pro- 

TinoDS  of  this  bill. 
Mr.  LowNDBS  again  spoke;  and  Mr.  Clay  re- 
Mr.  Baldwin  was  speaking  earnestly  in  supjMrt 

of  the  bill ;  when  an  alarm  of  fire,  m  tke  city, 

indnced  the  Ccmmittee  to  rise  (at  fonr  o'cloefcj 

and  the  House  adjoiuoed. 


Tdbsoay,  April  S5. 

Ml.  ANVBRSoir,  trom  the  Conunittee  on  the 
PuMic  Lands,  to  which  w«s  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  additional 
lead  offices  in  the  Stale  of  Alabama,"  reported 
^  same  with  amendments;  which  were  read, 
and  concurred  in  by  the  House,  and  the  antend- 
meats  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

On  motioe  of  Mr-  WmrMAM,  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations  were  imttrueted  to  inqniie 
into  the  expediency  of  imposing  a  dulT  on  plaster 
of  Paris  imporlnl  from  certain  parts  of  the  proTinee 
of  Flew  Brunnrielc,  to  eonnierrsil  a  duty  lately 
impoKd  by  the  legislatare  of  thaljtrorince  on  that 
atti^  when  exported  from  certam  otber  parts  of 
the  seme  yrovince. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tvled,  tbe  Committee  of 
Gommeree  were  instrueted  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  so  amendinff  the  law  estaUishing  a 
collection  district  at  Riehmondj  in  the  State  of 
Virginia,  as  to  cause  laid  district  to  inclnde  all 
the  waters,  Ac.,  from  the  month  of  Chtcahomony 
riTcr  up  to  tiie  month  of  Apomattox  riTer,  or  its 
jtinction  with  James  river. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  to 
wit:  1.  "An  act  granting  certain  privilegesto  the 
<^eai)  Stfsm^p  Company,  of  New  York;"  and 
2.  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Smyth;" 
were  severatly  read  twice  and  refeired,  the  former 
to  the  Committee  of  Commerce,  and  the  latter  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entided  "An  act  to 

rride  for  the  building  an  addition  to  the  cnstom- 

It  erecting  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 


Ci* 
e' 


The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
Mil,  entided  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Steele," 
was  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Otdertd,  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions be  dischai^d  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  bfll  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  au- 
thorizing the  settlement  of  the  accounts  between 
the  United  Slates  and  Richard  CBrien,  late  Ame- 
rican CoBsnl  at  Algiers,"  and  that  it  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 


HBVI8I0N  OF  THE  TARIFF. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  & 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bills  concerning 
the  duties  on  imports  and  the  mode  of  Aeir  collec- 
tion. 

The  bill  now  under  consideration,  is  the  bill  re- 
flating the  payment  of  duties  on  merchandise 
unported,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  question  immediatdy  before  the  House  be- 
ing on  Mr.  Silsbee's  motion  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Baldwim  resumed  and  concluded  the  speech 

hich  he  yesterday  began,  in  support  of  tbe  prin- 
ctples  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  JonnaoN,  of  Virginia,  Ibilowed  in  decided 
isition  to  the  bill. 

mt.  WarrMAit,  of  Massachusetts,  said,  he  was 
opposed  to  chb  bill.  I  am  opposed,  said  he,  to  the 
wDole  of  this  grand  scheme  of  the  Committee 
on  Manufactures,  constituting,  as  their  chairman 
(Mr.  Balditin)  has  declared,  a  great  system  fur 
Ute  encouragement  of  national  industry.  That 
gentleman  has  distinctly  announced  that  Ais,  to- 
gether with  the  tariff  bill,  now  laid  aside  for  Ae 
lent,  and  a  bill  laying  duties  on  sales  st  aue- 
,  constitute  this  grand  syslera.  And,  sir,  they 
are  all  from  the  same  standmg  committee,  and  are 
all  referred  to  the  same  Comrailtee  of  the  wbcde 
House,  and  all  tend  manifestly  to  one  object,  as 
has  been  distinctly  avowed  by  tne  gt^eman  fr^um 
Pransylvania.  It  is,  indeed,  impossible  not  to  see 
that  tbe  ailments  which  will  apply  to  the  prin- 
ciple, that  IS,  to  the  main  scope  and  design  of  one 
bill,  will  apply  eoually  to  that  of  the  other  two.  I 
sball  thereibro  follow  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylrania,  and  consider  the  subject  at  large. 

It  is  not  a  little  singular  that  we  should,  at  this 
period  of  our  Government,  iat  the  first  time  have 
a  Etandinf  Committee  on  Manufactures.  What 
originated  the  Qovemment  of  the  United  BtatesI 
Was  it  coDStirated  with  a  view  to  mano&ctnTesi 
Is  thew  any  specific  delegation  of  power  in  onr 
Constitution  for  this  object?  Have  we  even  any 
direct  control  over  manufacturing  establishments 7 
Can  we  Iwslate  directly  in  regard  to  tbemi  Have 
not  the  individual  States  eidusive  and  absolute 
control  over  every  establishment  of  thfa  kind  witfaiii 
its  own  limits?  Hitherto  we  coadncted  iheafitites 
of  this  nation  with  some  view  to  the  original  de- 
sign of  this  Goverament  We  have  been  content 
generally  to  do  that  which  we  were  distinctly  and 
explicitly  authorized  to  do,  viz.,  to  regulate  com- 
merce— external  commcrceandcormncTce  between 
the  Stales.  This  was  the  ptiiawn  mcbil*  which 
pushed  the  Constitution  into  existence;  and,  while 
we  have  been  content  to  pursue  this  abject,  the 
effects  have  been  sbgularly  foitonete. 

If  we  look  back  to  the  period  anterior  to  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  and  contrast  it  with 
that  which  has  succeeded  i^  shall  we  find  that 
thMc  ever  was  an  instance  of  any  thing  like  this 
contrast  m  any  period  or  in  any  nation  in  tke 
world  besides?  From  the  most  abject  national 
poverty  and  distress ;  from  a  total  inability  to  pay 
any  portion  of  a  Revolutionary  debt — the  price  of 
our  independence— of  one  hundred  and  thirty  or 
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one  hundred  and  forty  millions  of  dollars ;  with  a 
acarcitf  of  circulating  medium,  which  rendered  it 
impossible  for  the  citizens  io  our  States  to  pay 
even  the  paltry  taxes  levied  upon  them  for  the 
support  of  the  Stale  governmeats,  and,  in  some 
iikstances,  insurrections  exisliog  on  account  of  it ; 
from  this  mbcrable  and  degraded  condition  we 
Ikave,  by  the  mere  force  of  commercial  regulations,  [ 
ftutborized  by  the  Constitution,  become  wealthy, 
powerful,  and  happy. 

From  commerce  we  have  derived  nearly  all  the 
levenue  fi^  our  great  national  purposes.  In  the 
short  period  of  thirty  years,  we  nave  derived  from 
it  9318,731,161,  which  has  preserved  our  credit, 
and  enabled  us  to  pay  the  pnocipal  and  interest  of 
our  oational  debt,  to  the  amount  oT $260,450 ,022  75. 
And  all  this  almost  without  being  perceptible  to 
thepeople. 

The  individuals  of  the  community  have,  at  the 
same  time,  kept  pace  with  the  Government  in  the 
acquisition  of  wealthy  in  the  increase  of  agricul- 
ture, in  the  eitension  of  our  seitlemenLs,  in  the  en- 
largement of  our  cities,  and  in  the  embellishment 
of  our  country. 

And  now  we  are  about  to  contemn  commerce, 
to  cripple  and  oppress  it,  and,  if  possible,  destroy 
it — ana  for  what?  It  is  for  the  purpose  of  aiding 
a  premature  and  unnatural  growth  of  certain  large 
manufacturing  establishments. 

I,  sir,  am  in  favor  of  manufactures  to  a  reasoa- 
able  extent,  and  would  go  any  legitimate  lengths 
for  their  encouragemenL  But  I  would  not  sacri- 
fice other  great  and  leading  interests,  and  those 
especially  which  arc,  by  the  Consiituticin,  conGded 
to  our  guardianship  and  protection,  to  that  of  any 
other  interest  whatever.  "Live  and  let  liv^"  it 
has  been  well  remarked,  is  the  maxim  of  our  Qov- 
emment.  All  the  great  interests  are  to  be  equally 
protected  and  encouraged. 

Manufactures  must  and  will  flourish  in  New 
Ensland,  when  they^  will  flourish  any  where  in 
the  Union.  Our  habits  of  industry,  theruggedness 
of  oui  soil,  the  severity  of  oui  climate,  and  the 
compactness  of  our  population,  peculiarly  fit  us  for 
becoming  a  manufacturing  peoole. 

If  there  be  any  portion  of  industry  deserving  of 
encouragement,  it  is  that  employed  in  agriculture. 
It  is  that  which,  with  the  mechanic  arts  attached 
to  it,  and  growing  with  it,  insures  us  a  plenty  of 
the  necessaries  of  life,  and  without  which  we  can- 
not even  subsist.  It  wilt  secure  us  against  famine, 
and  prepare  us  to  encounter  the  severest  rerersei 
of  fortune,  It  is  that  in  which  nine-tenths  of  the 
people  of  this  country  are  solely  interested.  What- 
ever, then,  will  subserve  the  purposes  of  this  great 
leadmg  interest,  must  not  be  neglected.  In  fact, 
eveiv  other  interest  should  lean  towards  the  support 
of  this,  and  should  have  no  encouragement  whal- 
evei  wbenitbas,iu  anydegree,a  contrary  tendency. 

For  the  promotion  of  agriculture  and  the  ordi- 
nary mechanic  arts,  there  is  nothing  to  be  com- 
pared to  commerce.  The  life  of  these  depend  on 
finding  a  market  for  their  surplus  products.  Com- 
merce furnishes  this  market.  The  great  manufac- 
turing scheme  can  never  do  it  to  an  extent  in  any 
degree  comparable. 


country  is  not  less  depeDdent 
on  seaports  to  furnish  a.  ready  market.  Toe  mer- 
chant contributes  most  efiectually  to  general  in- 
dustry, and  the  activity  of  the  circulating  me- 
dium, and  to  the  life  and  spirit  of  business.  He 
sets  to  wotk  more  mechanics  than  the  largest 
manufacturer  ever  can.  He  has  in  his  train  those 
who  raise,  cut,  and  procure  the  wooden  materials 
for  building  his  ships;  his  ship  carpeoters,  his 
blacksmiths,  his  rojiemakers,  his  riggers,  his  caulk- 
ers and  gravers,  his  sailors  and  laborers — a  train 
oftentimes  amounting  to  from  one  hundred  to  one 
thousand  men,  constantly  employed  at  very  ad- 
vantageous rates.  All  tnese  are  fmnisbed  with, 
and  consume  the  agricultural  products.  Besides 
all  this,  the  exports  to  foreign  countries,  annually, 
of  agricultural  products,  is  very  large.  For  the 
last  year,  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  December  last, 
the  authentic  documents  from  the  Treasury  show 
the  amount  to  have  been  over  846,000,000.  These 
exports  cannot  be  made  unless  we  can  import  at 
the  same  time,  and  we  cannot  import  if  duties  are 
so  high  that  we  cannot  sell  but  at  a  loss.  No  na- 
tion will  take  our  products  without  we  will  take 

If  this  anti-commercial  project  should  succeed, 
the  agriculturist  is  to  have,  here  and  there,  a  large 
manufacturing  establishment,  which,  at  its  own 
price,  will  lake  from  him,  possibly,  a  quarter  part 
as  much  as  those  depending  on  a  single  merchant, 
and  without  any  chance  for  the  exportation  of  the 
residue,  or  of  that  which  would  otherwise  be  ex- 
ported. Thus  it  is  that  this  scheme  is  entirely  to 
ruin  one  class  of  men  and  impoverish  another  of 
infinitely  more  importance  than  alt  others  to  the 
nation. 

Who  are  these  manufacturers  that  are  so  clam- 
orous for  protection  ?  Not  those  now  established 
and  doing  well;  they  are  silent.  Nor  the  me- 
chanics, VIZ.,  the  blacksmiths,  the  shoemakers,  the 
tailors,  the  shipwrights,  the  joiners,  the  masons, 
the  tanners,  &c.,  dx.,  that  have  grown  with  the 
growth  of  commerce  and  agriculture.  The  in- 
terests of  these  are  to  be  sacrificed. 

The  number  that  calls  for  this  sacrifice  of  com- 
merce is  comparatively  small ;  they  are  but  the 
dust  in  the  balance.  And  what  do  they  requireof 
usi  It  is,  thai  we  should  consent  to  pay  from 
one-fifth  to  one-third  more  for  many  of  the  great 
necessaries  of  life  than  we  otherwise  should,  and. 
at  the  same  time,  to  depress  the  price  of  labor  ami 
of  the  native  products  of  our  country,  exclusively, 
for  their  benefit.  Do  not  our  people  understand  that 
this  is  to  render  one  portion,  and  a  thousand  times 
the  largest  portion  of  our  people,  tributary  to  the 
other 1 

I  had  believed  that  every  country,  understand- 
ing its  true  iotnests,  had  considered  it  most  for 
the  interest  of  the  citizens  generally,  that  labor 
should  have  a  destination  to  that  species  of  em- 
ployment which  is  naturally  the  most  productive. 
If  any  one  species  of  industry  needs  a  contribu- 
tion, and,  in  that  way,  a  subduction  from  that  of 
another,  or  of  all  others,  it  is  very  clear  that  it  is, 
excepting  in  a  few  instances,  unworthy  of  «9- 
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conngement ;  and  that  ibose  engaged  in  il  should 
be  left  to  change  theii  occupations. 

It  is  certainly  not  for  the  interest  of  this  natioa 
to  make  any  one  class  of  taen  a  privileged  order, 
and  allow  them  to  live  by  exiiacting  a^istajice 
from  the  hard  earnings  of  others.  There  may  be 
a  deacriplton  of  manufactures,  which  it  may  be 
necessary  we  should,  at  all  eTenIs,  manufacture. 
They  are  those  which  cannot  be  procured  in  a 
time  of  peace,  preparatory  to  a  lime  of  war,  if  any 
such  there  be.  Fire-arms  and  implements  of  war 
have  been  considered  as  of  this  description.  We, 
therefore,  manufacture  our  small  arms  al  an  ex- 
pense, perhaps,  double  of  that  at  which  we  could 
import  them.  There  may  be  other  descriptionB  of 
manufactures  which  it  may  be  wise  and  politic  to 
encourage  by  bounties,  or,  which  is  the  same  thing, 
by  laying  high  duties  on  the  impoited  article. 
Tbey  are  such  as  we  cannot,  at  once,  carry  on  for 
want  of  competent  skill,  and  which,  with  a  little 
encouragement,  we  would,  in  a  short  time,  ac- 
quire. A  temporary  encouragement  in  such  cases 
would  be  wise.  But  it  can  never  be  wise  to  force 
the  growth  of  manufactures  that  will  always  re- 
quire extraordinary  aid  to  keep  them  in  operation, 
and  which  are  not  essential  to  our  defence  in  time 
of  war.  The  labor  employed  in  such  manufacto- 
ries wotUd  be  more  productive  if  employed  else- 
where; and  we  have  no  interest  in  diverting  the 
nauual  and  most  productive  course  of  industry  to 
that  which  is  less  so. 

Whatever  is  reasonable  aod  politic  I  am  willing 
to  do  in  aid  of  manufactures.  Yet,  1  have  no  de- 
sire to  see  the  energies  of  this  Qovemment  wielded 
solely  in  aid  of  great  manufacturing  establish- 
ments. I  have  no  desire  to  see  that  kind  of  en- 
couragement given  here,  at  present,  which  is  given 
in  Europe.  There  is  no  reason  for  it.  The  dif- 
ferent situations  of  two  countries  demand  a  dif- 
ferent course  of  policy.  England,  which  we  are 
so  triumphantly  called  upon  to  imitate,  furnishes 
no  similitude  in  this  particular ;  she  has  a  papula- 
tion which  is  her  strength,  and  with  which  she 
cannot  part  hut  with  her  existence,  and  which 
cV>nol  be  there  employed  in  agriculture.  Hence 
she  is  under  the  necessity  of  giving  extraordinary 
encouragement  to  manufactures,  in  order  to  retain 
bei  people,  constituting  her  physical  strength,  at 
home.  Had  she  uncultivated  lands  without  limit, 
and  of  the  most  extraordinary  fertility,  can  we 
believe  that  she  would,  or  that  it  would  be  wise 
for  her,  to  afibrd  these  extraordinary  encourage- 
ments to  large  manufacturing  establishments  1 

Great  manufacturing  establishments  are  not  de- 
sirable in  our  country.  They  would  have  an  in- 
fluence over  the  people  that  is  to  be  dreaded,  espe- 
cially in  a  country  like  ours.  Ours  is  a  Gtovem- 
ment  of  sentiment.  Whatever  the  people  viU,  at 
any  particular  moment,  must  be  done.  These 
great  manufacmriog  establishments  have  but  one 
uteres!.  It  is  an  mtereal  adverse  to  commerce, 
and  oppressive  to  agriculture.  The  owners  of 
these  establisbmenta  can  instantly  unite,  and  will 
unite,  from  one  extreme  of  the  country  to  the 
other  to  accomi^ish  any  favorite  purpose;  and 
even  in  mouurcnies,  in  strong  Governments,  we 


have  seen  that  they  are  with  difficulty  kept  from 
ao  undue  influence. 

Id  this  country  we  have  a  specimen,  even  now, 
in  their  infancy,  of  what  they  can  do  here.  An 
association  in  Philaddphia,  callina;  itself  a  Soci- 
ety for  the  Promotion  of  National  Industry,  has 
its  branches  in  every  part  of  the  Union,  with 
which  it  corresponds,  and  which  it  directs,  and 
instigates,  and  sets  in  motion,  by  the  means  of 
pamphlets  and  newspaper  essays.  Its  inflamma' 
tory  and  imfounded  statements  have  pervaded 
every  part  of  the  Union.  £apb  member  of  the 
present  Congress  has  been  favored  with  enough  to 
make  two  Targe  volumes  at  least  And  these 
have,  for  a  moment,  deluded  the  people,  and  made 
tbem  believe  it  is  wise  to  annihilate  commerce,  in 
order  to  build  up  great  manufactories.  "If  they 
can  do  this  in  the  gristle,  what  will  they  do  in  the 
bone?"  The  more  you  grant,  the  more  tbey  will 
require.  Avarice  is  never  satisfied.  If  you  yield 
to  them  now,  it  wilt  but  furnish  i-"'""" 


agam. 

At^er  destroying  commerce,  you  must  resort  to 
direct  taxation.  But  you  must  not  tax  the  great 
manufacturer.  This  would  be  against  the  en- 
couragement of  national  industry.  The  farmer 
and  the  common  mechanic  must  defray  all  charges. 
Your  twenty  millions  of  dollars  annually  must  be 
levied  on  agriculture  or  agricultural  products.  If 
we  should  yield  any  thing  like  what  is  so  much 
desired;  if  we  should  plant  large  manufacturing 
establishments  all  over  our  country,  and  assimilate 
our  policy  to  that  of  England,  we  shall  find  out, 
when  it  is  too  late,  that  we  have  reared,  in  a  hot- 
bed, an  engine  that  can  and  will  be  brought  to 
bear  upon  us,  and  will  be  wielded  in  a  way  that 
we  do  not  dream  of.  This  wide-spread  combina- 
tion, guided  by  the  dictates  of  a  common  interest, 
will  do  as  they  have  done — they  will  move  heaven 
and  earth  to  accomplish  their  designs.  I  beg 
leave  to  quote  a  book  which  bas  been  written  by 
one  of  the  most  ingenious  and  critical  observers 
of  men  and  tbiogH  in  bis  own,  or,  perhaps,  in  any 
other  country.  Speaking  of  the  manufacturers  in 
England,  he  says :  "  They  are  aware  of  their  own 
'  numbers.  The  moral  feeling  which,  in  the  peas- 
'  ant,  is  only  blunted,  is,  in  these  men,  debauched. 
'  A  manufacturing  population  is  always  ripe  for 
'  rioting.  The  direction  which  il  may  take  is  ac- 
'  cidental.  In  1780  it  was  against  the  Catholics; 
'  in  1790,  against  the  Dissenters.  Governments 
'  who  found  their  prosperity  upon~manulactures 
'  sleep  upon  gunpowder." 

Ithas  Deen  remarked  by  the  honorable  Speaker, 
that  "merchants  have  been  the  pet  of  this  coun- 
try." It  is  true  that  we  have  done  much  in  rela- 
tion to  them  J  but,  sir,  we  hare  only  done  what 
the  Constitntion  required.  But  have  we  not  de- 
rived from  this  pet  ample  remuneration  for  all  our 
care  and  pains?  From  what  other  class  of  citi- 
zens could  we  have  derived  three  hundred  and 
eighteen  millions  of  revenue  in  the  short  space  of 
thutyyearal  Would  the  manufacturers  have  eon- 
sentM  to  have  been  thus  exclusively  taxed  ?  Could 
we  even  have  derived  such  a  revenue  from  the 
agriculturists,  numerous  as  that  bodyisi    But  it 
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will  be  nid  that  the  eoatamtt  pkvs  this  tax.  That 
is  true,  and  the  same  would  be  the  case  if  it  iv«re 
anwied  upon  manufaetucers.  Tbef  must  (sell 
propoTtionably  higher,  according  lo  the  tai  levied ; 
and  the  fonaer  must,  in  order  to  derive  the  nga- 
lar  pvofit  from  hit  land  and  labor,  in  ease  he  is 
tajed,  add  lo  hi*  [MkIucib  in  proporlion  to  the  tax. 
Id  relatioa  to  ^tbcr  of  the»e  three  classai,  in  pre- 
poitioB  at  yov  tax  them,  you  deprive  them  of 
aUlity  to  make  a  profit.    If  yon  tax  ihe  proAieti  of 


._.dalK;'beoaiuethe  articlea  axed  mn»t 

hecoBie  dMier,  and  deamcM  dininiihea  coouunp- 
tioD.  The  same  is  the  oaae  with  all  other  dasMs. 
If  yon  nquite  high  taxea  of  the  fanner,  hii  pro- 
docts  matt  bcoome  proportiooablv  dear,  and  ao 
mote  will  be  conMimad  than  is  aosolately  necei- 
tary  for  MWtenance,  and  none  will  be  eiported. 
The  farmer,  indeed,  liai  the  advaiitag«  of  the  other 
olatses.  What  he  raises  coosisu  almost  wholly 
of  the  aetitmuiea  of  life,  and  most  be  had  lo  a 
certain  extent,  be  the  prices  what  they  may.  It 
ia  othcrwiae  with  the  prodaeis  of  the  merchant.  1 
They  are  akooic  wholly  of  articles  which  people 
can  sntnist  without.  High  taxes  upoa  him,  ihm- 
foea,  are  more  certain  to  work  his  niin.  Yet  al- 
most all  our  revenoc  has  been  deriTed  from  the 
produois  of  the  mcrchaiit ;  and  it  has  been  derived 
in  a  manner  that  nobody  complained  of,  in  a  form 
in  nowise  oppressive  or  Micdensome ;  and,  indeed, 
almon  withMit  knowing  that  we  paid  any  tax 
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chants,  and  some  of  them,  I  am  (orry  to  My  i^ 
with  seeming  delisht  We  should  have  expected 
rather  that  MNDeloing  would  have  been  done  for 
their  relief;  that  tbeir  sufferings  would  have  been 
commiserated ;  and  le«st  of  all  should  we  expect 
that  the  maaufaeturerE  would  poaace  upon  them 
at  this  moment,  and  endeavor  to  complete  tk^ 
roio.  It  savors  too  much  of  what  we  loo  fre- 
quently meet  with  in  coramwi  life.  It  is  an  cM 
saving  that,  "w^ien  a  man  gets  to  ^iag  down 
bill,  every  one  stands  ready  to  hit  him  a  kick." 
We  have,  surely,  something  lihe  it  here. 

If  the  merchanta  have  been  the  pet  of  ihis 
country,  it  is  in  a  way  that  no  other  class  of  the 
communilT  would  like  to  be  its  peL  Whescver 
we  have  bad  oocanon  to  eolleet  revenue,  it  has 
bMn  from  the  nwrchtnt,  to  the  utmoM  that  be 
could  bear.  Whenever  w«  have  had  occasion  to 
make  sacrifices,  it  has  been  of  the  interest  of  the 
mercbant.  Look  at  the  restrictive  BVEtcm,  een- 
linued  from  1807  to  1818,  with  ooeauonal  inicr- 
missions.  Look  at  the  cMiditioa  of  themetcbant 
daring  the  war.  Tha  merchant  is  brought  «p  in 
laeh  a  manner  at  to  be  unfit  for  any  other  caltinff. 
He  lays  himietf  out  to  the  extent  of  his  means  m 
wharves,  storcE,  ibi^,  iAd  their  cai^oei. 


'e  systei 
1  the  E 


itaU. 
In  levying  our  tax  uoon  the  merchant,  1 


.  f  deriving  from  him  the  most  we  could 

get  We  have  asked  ourxlves  bai  this  question, 
"  How  mitch  would  the  article  beat  without 
nmwaniing  to  a  prohibition,  and  without  furnish- 
ing snch  anindQCODentlosmngglingaswould  de- 
feat Ihe  c<dlection  of  the  taxi"  And  by  this  role, 
mitil  lately,  have  we  been  goveroed.  We  have 
had  experience  enotiKh  of  i&  inconveniences  of 
any  other  mode  of  c<3lectiBg  a  rerenoe.  We  iiave 
ooUeetcd,  since  the  foimation  of  the  Gk>yemm«it, 
912,560,130  from  land  taxes,  and  but  821,715,967 
from  excise.  Yet  the  difficultitt  of  coUeetiog 
thaee  sums  have  heat  extremely  embariOGSEag  and 
perplexing.  The  ooUeelion  of  the  whole  8316,- 
731  161,  derived  fn»n  importe,  has  been  attended 
witn  tio  diffieulties  or  perplexities  whatever  to  the 
|MUic,  however  it  may  have  bem  to  the  importer, 
la  oompariaon  with  what  has  been  expeneneed 
from  the  land  tax  alone.  Yet,  this  wild  scheme 
of  hi^h  daties.  for  the  purpose  of  excluding  im- 
portations, will  inevitably  drive  us  to  land  taxes 
and  to  excises. 

Trade  is  extremely  dqiretsed,  as  wdl  as  every 
tyng  else.  The  merchants  have  been  losing  con- 
tiaoally  for  tereral  years.  The  changes  in  for- 
eign atbirs  has  afiiwted  them  exttendy;  and, 
tlwot^h  them,  tU  the  other  closNi  of  the  eom- 
mnnity.  It  certainly  does  not  beeome  us  now  to 
add  to  their  iepttmion.  All  the  genttemen  advo- 
cating this  mann&ctoring  scheme  have  tfoken  of 
this  extreme  depressed  state  of  trade — of  Ihe  nn- 
■wrous  faittu«s  and   distresaes  among  the  mcr- 


TbM 


the  utmost  rigor ;  and  the  merchant  was  out  ap 
root  and  bnmoh ;  and  not  only  his  persoital  ezer- 
tions  were  at  a  stand,  but  his  prop^ty,  rf  Ihe 
most  perishing  nature,  was  1^  everywhoe,  to  rat 
upon  his  hands.  After  a  penevHOnce  m  this 
course  of  policy  for  almost  five  years,  a  war  was 
declared,  the  disasters  of  which  fell  tumoat  exdu- 
sively  upon  the  merchant  But  mofe  yet;  the 
Oovemment  has  not  only  in  this  way  made  ibe 
merchants  a  pet,  as  the  honorable  Speaker  would 
have  it,  but,  after  tpoliations  bad  been  committed 
by  the  Ppcaeh,  to  toe  amount  of  many  millions, 
the  Govenunent  relinquished  the  whdej  in  part 
payment  for  Loutti^M;  not  a  dollar  of  which, 
notwithsttutdiftg  the  ntimerons  petitions  that  have 


been  presented,  has  ever  been  paid  to  tite  i 
chant    Aitd,  *gain,  the  spoliations  wliich  i 
csmmitied  by  ^afnj  omoualinr,  as  is 
to  at  least  fifteen  mittions,  has  been  oi 
r^nquished  for  the  Floridas ; 


And  BOW,  after  saSsriDg  every  disaster,  vai 
bearioe  every  burden,  and  after  such  a  ehai^  in 
the  t^irs  of  the  world,  as  be«  subverted  the  for- 
mer calculations  of  merchants,  and  overwhelmed 
them  in  a  wide-qtread  ruin,  yoo  will  now,  I  sup- 
pose, by  way  of  coBtinning  Aem  to  be  yonr  pet, 
supoadd  insnfieraUe  duties,  and  instMit  cosh  pay- 
ments. 

The  credit  heretofore  extended  to  them  for  du- 
ties, is  complained  of  as  a  favor.  Yon  first  re- 
qoiied  of  them,  almost  exclusively,  to  sabmil  to 
be  taxed  for  the  enture  support  of  Oovemment— « 
tax  as  heavy  as  it  was  in  any  degree  pnctioaUe 
to  cc^lect  of  them,  and  now  com^ain  that  they 
were  allowed  any  time  to  ))By  it ;  and  now  will 
exact  ca^  payments,  excepting  on  a  few  articles, 
on  which  yon  graciously  condeso^td  to  give  a  Yvey 
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sbort  oredit.    Yon  will  now  ftnsail  the  caercliBDt 
JDst  M  •  time  when  b«  cau  scarcely  keep  bit  hcRd 


■MH'e,  aut  the  amount  leried  was  proportionably 


credit.  This  is  a  misMke  Tbe  Kierchaiits,  Imt- 
iB^  a  oivdit  from  Gttvenimait  for  the  dutiea,  lure, 
not  only  tot  tbe  duties,  Iwt  for  tbe  whole  amoont 
of  tiie  artiolaa,  g^en  an  equaUjr  extended  credit 
to  nte  retail^  bmI  the  recalltt,  in  hb  turn,  to  tlie 
eonatuoer.  AH  duMs,  tberefore,  have  reaped  tbe 
advantage,  and  equally,  too,  with  the  merehant 
I  know  this  to  have  been  the  case  in  the  town  in 
wbieh  tbe  bonontUe  Speaher  lirea.  I  once  ^pent 
aonoe  time  theN ;  and  l^  traders  there  purchased 
lairge  quantities  of  goods,  and  brought  tnem  there 
frcmi  Phiiadelpbia,  wbt^r  on  credit. 

It  ia  rf  no  moeniidetsole  importaitce  for  ns  to 
maistain  tome  degree  of  flteadmess  in  our  cost' 
mercial  regoUttons.  An  old  regoktion  to  which 
W«  ate  eeeastomed,  ie,  ol^ttmes,  Ktvch  better 
Ann  a  novel  regntatton,  however  good  it  may  be, 
to  which  we  have  not  been  acoostoioed.  Tbe 
prowat  Byslem  i^  giving  credit  has  been  practised 
apoB  fi)i  tfafr^y«ars:  it  is  wdl  undentoodj  all 
the  a.TnHigeiiKatB  of  the  aterehanta  are  adapted  to 
it.  The  pK^Kwed  regulation,  in  this  point  of  view, 
if  it  were  a  good  one,  whieb  it  is  far  ftom  being, 
ia  extraawlv  odioos. 

But  geBttemen  have  undtrtaJken  to  assert  that 
OoaiiBeree  is  wholly  cut  ap ;  and  allege  that  we 
must  not  look  to  it  any  kmger  as  a  source  of  eai- 
ployment  and  as  affordii^  a  system  of  reveoue. 
One  geollerBan  (Mr.  Stodim)  has  called  it  a  rot- 
ten system.  We  have  here  a  prediction.  I  snp- 
pose,  the  fulfilment  of  which  tbe  proposed  course 
of  measures  is  intended  to  secore.  Some  men  will 
predict  evil,  and  are  so  anxious  to  jnsti^  their  pre- 
tensioDs  to  tbe  gift  of  prc^hecy  that  they  use  taek 
mdeavors  to  vnify  the  pKdiotion.  But  I  tpost  the 
pMiplewitietNDuder,  whatever  gentlemen  here  may 
da,  that  what  has  lakai  place  wiU  aSbrd  so  war- 
raat  for  tbeir  predietifms. 

Tbe  Secretary  of  ti>e  Treaenry  has  ealcnlated  on 
sixteen  millions  of  revenue  &om  eommerce  alone 
for  the  year  to  come ;  and  his  eroeotatioBS  will  be 
realized  if  gentlemen  bere^  by  tbeir  mad  projects, 
in  order  to  secure  the  fulfilment  of  their  predic- 
tions, shotdd  notnicceedintbeir  schemes.  Acom- 
merce  which  will  secure  sixteen  Bullions  of  reve- 
nue, is  not  to  be  despised  by  the  Oovcrament  of 
this  or  any  other  conDtry. 

Gentletnen  have  indulged  thenuelres  in  tnany 
philippies  against  the  India  trade.  Ignorance  le 
often  full  of  evil  surmises.  It  ia  said  it  drains  tbe 
conatry  of  specie.  True  it  is,  that  mnch  specie  ia 
employed  in  this  trade;  hut  we  do  not  so  £stinct- 
ly  see  now  much  specie  this  trade  ultimately  re- 
stores to  ns.  One  thinir  we  know;  and  that  is,  that 
the  Ib^  machanta  have  accumnlated  immense 
capitals,  and  have  iddom  or  nerer  failed  in  busi- 
itess ;  and  whenever  they  choose  to  retire  from  bo- , 


siness,  have  the  largest  cMonond  of  specie  of  any 
demription  of  mercnaDts.  If  we  understood  tbe 
nature  of  tbe  India  trade,  we  ritould  not,  except  in 
hostility  to  merchants  and  commerce  generallv, 
cry  out  agaiuEt  it.  There  is  no  branch  of  traae 
that  ever  has  enriched  the  country  like  tbe  iaflnx 
of  this  wealth  of  tbe  Indies ;  and,  at  the  same  time, 
no  branch  of  trade  that  has  ever  paid  a  hij^ 
revenue  to  Qovernment  T^iese  are  oertaialy  vny 
desirable  objects. 

Tbe  eourse  of  tbe  India  trade  is  raiseoneemd. 
Geademen  merely  know  that  immediately  after 
tbe  war  five  or  six  miUtons  of  specie  were  exported, 
to  be  employed  in  tbe  India  trade,  and  tbey  do  not 
seeinwbatwaythfeisevwlo return.  Thwdonot 
coasider  that  tniswastbe  capital  of  the  India  mer- 
chants, which  they  had  Wore  employed  in  this 
very  trade,  and  which  had,  in  consequence  of  Ae 
restrictive  system  and  war,  been  aecumi^hng  on 
their  hands  tu  this  conatry  fo^seven  or  eigbtyeaia; 
and  ihat,  as  socm  as  the  war  was  over,  and  the 
freedwn  of  trade  restored,  ifaey  re-employed  their 
capital  as  before,  if  Ibeir  basinesE  were  again  to 
meet  with  a  similar  check,  their  specie  would  again 
resume  its  ioaetivity,  and  be  found  to  have  aug- 
mentcd  very  considerably  during  the  time  it  had 
been  employed.  While  inactive,  it  would  be  in 
the  cotmtry,  and  would  gratify  the  eye  of  a  «aiser, 
but  it  would  be  making  no  augmaitatioas.  Like 
every  other  species  of  capital,  it  most  be  em^oyed, 
ia  order  to  be  pioduetive. 

The  lodia  trade  b  carried  on  in  various  wa^. 
No  inconsiderable  portion  of  onr  larga  ships,  wi^i 
eomporatively  no  specie,  and  with  an  equiHaent 
eofuuting  of  mwgaws  aad  trinkets,  visit  the  North- 
west coast  of  Ameiiea,  and  there  traffic  with  tbe 
natives,  and  furnish  themselves  with  peltries  and 
things  valuable  in  China,  to  which  they  proceed, 
and  ultimately  bring  home  large  cargoes  of  teas, 
spices,  stigars,  coffee,  &c.  Others  carry  out  cargoes 
to  Butope,  and  there  lade  vrttb  European  products, 
and  proceed  from  ifaenee  to  India.  Bat  somecarry 
OKI  specie  almost  entirely,  direct  (o  India,  and 
return  with  cargoes.  But  gentlemen  do  not  un- 
derstand that  the  greater  part  of  these  India  car- 
goes are  not  sold  m  (he  United  States  but  they 
areretbipped  to  various  quartersof  the  globe.  Not 
probablymore  than  one-lhird  of  all  that  is  import- 
ed from  India  has  been  consumed  in  the  United 
State*,  and  that  third  at  least  has  been  the  eatn- 
ings  of  the  riupe  and  c»»lal  employed.  Tbe 
amount  of  capital  in  the  United  States  b  tberebf 
nUimately  increased. 

A  trade  that  enriches  all  concerned  can  nem 
be  a  bad  trade.  The  ship-builder,  tbe  iron  mann- 
focturer,  the  cordage-maker,  and  hemp^ro'^ver,  the 
frodueer  of  the  ^ip-timbes',  the  sailraaker.  the 
mariner,  and  the  merchant,  are  all  enriched  by  it. 
And  who  b  injured  7  Certainly  no  one.  The 
consumer  is  not  injured,  because  be  would  otba>- 
wise  have  to  par  dearer  for  the  same  articles.  If 
a  trade,  then,  wnich  injures  nobody,  and  beasts 
soch  vast  numbers,  and  produces  sueh  a  vast  pot^ 
tionof  revenue  to  Government,  be  not  a  good  trade, 
I  know  not  witat  is. 

I  take  it  for  granted  that  no  man  b  wild  OMUgb 
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to  deny  thai  iadivldual  wealth  is  public  wealth 
AOd  a  public  blessing '.  that,  lo  have  large  capitals 
in  ibe  oands  ofiadiTiduah  is  to  make  the  country 
powerful ;  and  (bat  it  iacreases  its  lesouices  in 
time  of  danger. 

The  merchaats  aie  depended  upon  hy  the  GtoT- 
erameat,  almost  exclusively,  in  time  of  distress,  for 
loans ;  and  none  have  loftned  more  than  have  tbe 
India  merchants.  The  town  io  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  (Mr,  Sii,8bee)  resides, 
afibrds  the  most  plenary  proof  of  the  advantages 
of  the  India  trade,  of  the  resources  it  produces,  and 
of  ibe  value  of  these  resources  to  Gorernment, 
That  town  has  been  more  engaged  than  any  other 
of  its  size  in  this  trade.  The  consequence  is,  that 
it  has  the  most  wealth,  according  to  its  population, 
of  any  in  tbe  United  States;  and  in  the  same  pro- 
portion has  it  afforded  its  aid  to  Government. 

There  is  one  part  ofthe  scheme  of  ihe  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  that  I  would  assent  to.  If  tbe 
auction  sales  can  be  regulated  by  an  excise,  so  as 
to  prevent  frauds  and  impositions  upon  the  revenue, 
1  should  cheerfully  vote  for  it.  But  as  to  his  mad 
schemes  for  depressing  commerce,  and  ruining  the 
merchants,  and  burdening  agriculture,  I  can  but 
abhor  ibem.  He  says  these  schemes  have  not  come 
from  Pittsburg.  I  care  not  where  they  come  from. 
He  says,  too,  that  his  proposed  cash  payments  for 
duties  have  teen  recommended  by  the  merchants. 
A  few  capitalists — men  desirous  of  engrossing  tbe 
whole  of  the  mercantile  business,  to  the  exclusion 
of  all  tbe  young,  the  active,  and  the  enterprising, 
who  depend  on  their  personal  resources  for  tbetr 
success — men  who  are  base  enough  to  regard  noth- 
ing but  their  own  mercenary  views,  1  grant  him, 
have  re4:ommended  bis  scheme.  But  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Silsbee.)  who  is 
o  derive  as  much  benefit  from  cash 


honestly  disclosed  what  will  be  the  effects  of  such 
a  system ;  and  every  honorable  merchant  will  teU 
you  Che  same.  No  man'  can  fail  to  see  the  eS'ects 
of  this  scheme  who  will,  for  a  moment,  look  at  tbe 
subject.  1  bad  supposed  it  to  be  the  policy  of 
every  Government,  and  especially  of  ours,  to  cher- 
ish enterprise,  to  encourage  the  active,  to  enable 
the  poor  to  became  rich,  and  not  guard  tbe  rich  so 
that  the  means  of  acquiring  wealth  should  be  ex- 
clusively with  them.  Have  we  not,  in  this  country, 
.    __■ -,      .     .    _.   -^  -.iaiobe 

t  of  all 


I  deprecate  this  monstrous  stride  in  favor  of 
manufactures  on  another  account.  If  I  know  my 
own  heart,  I  am  a  friend  to  the  reasonable  ana 
healthful  growth  of  manufactures  in  our  country, 
but  not  that  bloated  growth  which  tends  to  apop- 
lexy. It  is  in  the  nature  of  all  extremes  to  vibrate. 
If  we  now  give  manufactures  a  premature  growth, 
the  wind  w3l  change  and  they  will  beoverwnelmed 
in  utter  ruin.  We  are  now  running  into  one  ex- 
treme. Tbepeopleof  the  country  wul nnderstand, 
ere  long,  that  they  are  taxed,  and  taxed,  too,  not 
for  their  own  benefit^  hut  for  tbe  benefit  of  a  priv- 
ileged class ;  that  their  earnings  are  taken  from  them 
and  given  to  the  manufacturer.    The  people  now, 


some  of  them  at  least,  are  deluded  with  the  notioB, 
that  it  is  a  fine  thing  to  have  our  uanufactMies 
among  ourselves.  But  they  will  awake  from  this 
dream,  when  they  not  only  find  that  they  have  to 
pay,  but  to  pay  dearly,  for  this  whistle.  The  con- 
sequence will  be,  that  we  shall  be  set  to  work  to 
retrace  our  steps,  and,  when  set  to  going,  we  shall 
go  lo  the  other  extreme,  and  undo  aU  thai  has  benr 
done  for  manufactures.  We  are  very  apt,  in  this 
country,  to  be  running  mad  after  some^M/UUMf 
or  other.  We  are  now  running  mad  aner  mann- 
facluresj  we  shall  next  be  running  mad  against 
them.  Let  there  be  an  excise  laid  on  whiskey  for 
the  support  of  manufactures,  and  then  see  what 
tbe  constituents  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania will  say. 

In  setting  ourselves  lo  work  for  tbe  encourage- 
ment  of  manufacturers,  we  should  carefully  leel 
our  way.     We  should  go  no  farther  than  we  can 

SI  with  a  prospect  of  being  steady  in  our  suppuL 
eliance  upon  tbe  permanency  of  oni  encourage- 
ment will  he  more  valuable  than  any  increase  of 
our  favor  without  such  reliance.  A  versatile  pol' 
icy  is  always  destructive.  We  bad  better  be  con- 
tent as  we  are,  than  seek  for  that  which  we  cannot 
retain.  It  is  an  old  saying,  that  "  Better  is  the 
enemy  of  Well."  We  are  always  uneasy;  always 
thinkins  we  can  do  better ;  and  always  lelling  go 
ourholdupon  "  Well,"  and  looking  for  "Better;" 
and  in  this  way  working  otir  own  ruin.  Theman- 
ufactories  of  New  England  now  have  a  moderate, 
but  a  reasonable,  encouragement.  Weare,  never- 
theless, as  is  natural,  uneasy,  and  want  something 
belter.  We  may  obtain  what  we  presently  wish. 
But  I  b^  lo  be  permitted  to  warn  mv  friends 
against  their  delusive  hopes.  It  will  subserve  the 
pui^iases  of  tbeir  rivals,  and  bring  them  prematurely 
mto  competition,  and  finally  overwhelm  both  lu 
and  them  In  one  irretrievable  ruin. 

Mr.  Trinble  then  delivered  his  sentiments  in 
favor  of  the  bill. 

There  was  then  some  conversation  on  the  pro- 
priety of  reporting  the  bill  for  increasing  the  du- 
ties on  imports  forthwith,  that  it  might  be  finally 
acted  on,  and,  if  it  passed  this  House^  that  it  might 
be  before  the  Senate  whilst  the  discussion  was 
going  on  here  on  the  hill  now  under  consideration, 
for  requiring  cash  payments  on  certain  duties,  and 
on  the  other  bill  before  the  same  committee,  for 
imposing  a  duty  of  ten  pex  cent,  on  tbe  amount  of 
sales  at  auction.  Nothing,  however,  was  finally 
settled  on  this  head. 


petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Pbiladelphia, 
praying  that,  for  tbe  present,  real  estate  may  be 
exempted  from  taxation,  and  that  an  excise  may 
be  levied  on  domestic  distilled  spirits,  both  as  ■ 
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tion  to  public  morality ;  which  was  refen 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Shitb,  of  Maryland,  from  tbe  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief 
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of  Richard  Smyth,"  reported  the  same,  without 
ameDdment;  and  the  Dilt  was  eommilted  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-moirow. 

Mr.  SonTH&RD,  from  the  Committee  oo  Indian 
Affiiirs,  who  were  instructed  to  ioquire  into  the 
expediency  of  repealing  the  act  entitled  "An  act 
making  provision  for  the  ciTilizatioo  of  the  Indian 
tribes  ndjoininff  the  frontier  settlements,"  passed 
the  3d  of  Uarch,  1819,  reported  that  it  would  be 
inexpedient  to  repeal  the  said  act.  Laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  McCoT,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Spoate  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Piatt," 
reported  the  same,  witbont  amendment;  and  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  tnJl  for  the  relief  of  Jonhna  Newsom, 
Peter  Crook,  and  James  Rabb;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Maolut,  from  the  Committee  on  Peasions 
and  Revolationary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Thomas  Leiper,"  reported  the  same,  with- 
out amendment ;  and  it  was  committed  to  a  Com- 
tnitiee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  SiLSBGE,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Afikirs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  entitled  "  An  act  authorizing  the  building 
of  a  certain  number  of  small  vessels  of  war,"  re- 
ported the  same,  with  so  amendment;  which  was 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  en- 
titled "An  act  to  authorize  the  employment  of  an 
additional  naval  force." 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "An  act  to 

Srovide  for  building  an  addition  to  the  custom- 
ouse  now  erecting  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 
for  the  use  of  the  district  court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  State  of  Louisiana,"  was  read  the 
second  lime,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Mr.  Ahderbon,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  entitled  "An  act  confirming  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  inhabitants  of  the  village  of  Caho- 
kia,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  in  laying  out  a  town 
on  the  commons  of  said  village,"  reported  the 
same,  without  amendment ;  and  it  was  ordered  ' 
be  read  a  third  time 


OHIO  AND  MICHIGAN  BOUNDARY. 

Mr.  AitneneoN,  from  the  Land  Committee,  re- 
ported, witbont  amendment,  the  joint  resolution, 
referred  to  them,  for  establishing  the  boundary 
line  betwen  the  State  of  Ohio  and  the  Territory 
of  Michigan.  The  <|uestion  being  slated  on  or- 
dering the  resolve  to  be  engrossed — 

Mr.  BaoaH  moved  to  lay  the  resolve  on  the 
table,  desiring  time  to  examine  it,  not  having 
been,  from  accident,  present  when  the  resolve  was 
first  moved. 

This  motion  gave  rise  10  a  short  debate,  ii 
which  it  was  opposed  hy  Mr.  Anderson,  Mr. 
WooDBRiDoe,  and  Mr.  Sloan,  on  the  ground  of 


the  lateness  of  the  session,  and  the  improbability 
that,  if  laid  on  the  table,  it  woold  be  again  taken 
up  at  the  present  session.  It  was  supported  by 
Mr.  R0B8  and  Mr.  Brobb  on  the  ground  that  the 
line  proposed  by  the  resolve  was  not  the  proper 
line,  but  would  be  injurious  to  the  interests  of  the 
State  of  Ohio,  without  being  at  all  beneficial  to 
Michigan.  It  was  important,  it  was  admitted, 
that  tne  line  should  now  be  established :  but  it 
was  equally  important,  that,  when  it  is  established, 
it  should  be  the  proper  line. 

The  resolve  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  by 

vote  of  60  to  44. 

REVISION  OF  THE  TARIFF. 

The  House  then  again  resumed  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  regulating  the  mode  of  collecting 
the  duties  on  imports,  Ac.  Mr.  Silhbeb'b  motion 
to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill  being  yet 
under  consideration. 

Mr.  Alexandgr  said,  he  hoped  he  should  claim 
the  indulgence  of  the  Committee  for  a  short  time, 
while  he  expressed  the  reasons  that  would  infln- 
ence  his  mind  in  the  decision  of  the  subject  then 
before  it.  He  was  aware  of  the  disadvantages 
under  which  be  labored,  and  trusted  that  he  might 
be  pardoned  in  assuming  to  himself  any  part  of 
the  discussion  on  so  important  a  question.  Him 
apology,  however,  in  throwing  himself  upon  the 
patience  of  the  Committee  would  be  found  in  the 
very  brief  remarks  that  he  should  submit  to  its 
consideration. 

I  cannot  permit  myself,  said  Mr.  A.,  to  remain 
satisfied  that  the  present  is  merely  "a  bill  to  r^:u- 
late  the  duties  on  imports,"  which  would  have  jus- 
tified my  silence  on  the  occasion,  but  that  it  is 
something  more,  as  dearly  appears  from  the  latter 
part  of  its  title,  and  it  would  more  properly  be  en- 
titled, "a  bill  ibr  the  encouragement  of  domestic 
manufactures,"  the  avowed  object  of  its  advocates. 
Nor  can  I  persuade  myself,  continued  he,  notwith- 
standing the  ingenious  and  imposing  manner  in 
which  the  subject  bas  been  placed  by  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Balowih,) 
who  opened  the  debate,  that  the  other  great  inter- 
ests 01  the  country  have  been  associated  and  iden- 
tified with  it  in  principle,  while  all  doe  regard  has 
likewise  been  paid  to  the  revenue  of  the  Govern- 
ment, no  less  important.  Here  we  find  ourselves 
unfortunately  at  issue,  and  it  becomes  us  calmly  to 
deliberate  and  weigh  well  the  effects,  before  we 
yield  our  assent  to  the  truth  of  a  position,  which, 
to  say  the  least  of  it,  is  extremely  problematical. 
The  gentleman  who  was  fint  in  the  debate  (Mr. 
B.)  has  openly  denotmced  the  present  system  of 
revenue,  (denvable,  by  mnch  tbe  greatest  part, 
from  duties,)  as  unsound  and  inadequate  for  the 
pnrposes  of  Qovemment ;  and  he  declares  his  read- 
mess  to  adopt  H  more  permanent  one,  operating 
directly  as  a  tax  upon  the  people.  In  this  opinion, 
he  fortifies  himself  under  the  Message  of  the  Pre- 
sident upon  the  opening  of  tbe  session  of  Congress, 
and  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on 
the  state  of  the  finances.  80  far  as  these  can  add 
strength  to  his  argument,  (and  no  one^  I  am  per- 
suaded, ' ' ■'  —  -' 


e  disposed  to  give  weignt  to  tneir 
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chftracur  thaa  niTselfj)  be  is  fully  entitled  to  their 
beiMfit.    But,  if  a  Degative  do  any  wise  grow  o~* 
ot  an  affinnktive  expression,  I  think  it  msy  be  fai 
ly  inferred  in  boEb  cases. 

In  the  one,  the  President  informs  us  that  "it 
■  deenoed  of  great  ioiportance  to  encoonwe  domeB- 
'  tic  manufactures ;  but  how  far  it  mayDe  practi- 
'  eaUe,  pvyittg  due  regard  to  the  other  great  inter- 
'  ests  of  the  nation,  is  Eubntitted  to  the  wisdooi  of 
'  Congnss."  In  the  other,  the  Stcretary  observei: 
"It  is  believed  that  the  present  ia  a  farorabJe  mo- 
'  ment  for  affording  efficient  protection  to  that  ' 
'  creasing  and  important  interest,  (meaning  m> 
'  ufactures,)  if  it  can  be  done  consistently  with  the 
'  general  interest  of  the  nation."  Now,  as  far  as 
my  "  wiidaiu"  ia  concerned  in  the  consideration,  I 
SB  for  affording  them  no  fairer  eneouragemeDt, 
"paying  due  regard  to  the  other  great  interests  oi 
the  natioii;"  Hot  do  I  think  "it  can  be  done  ccm- 
sistently  with  the  general  intereiis  of  the  nation." 
^oA  as  ihey  use  terms  corresponding  so  precisriy 
to  eKprean  their  opinionB  upon  the  subject,  it  is  but 
taa  to  iH«MHne  they  must  entertain  correspondiog 
ideas  as  to  the  efiacts  of  the  systeni. 

Now,  the  Secretary  of  tlte  Treasury  further  re- 
imarka;  "It  is  not  probable  thai  any  modification 
'  of  tb«  eaiating  tariff  can  supo-sede  the  Decessitjr 
<  of  resorting  to  internal  taxation,  if  the  eip«idi' 
'  tare  is  not  diminished."  This,  1  beliere,  has  not 
been  done  in  any  ease,  saving  the  Yellow  Stone  ex- 
pedition, and  the  little  item  that  seems  to  have  been 
considered  as  the  ^raphemalia  of  the  Attorney 
General.  "ShouldCongress,"conlinueshe,  "deem 
'  it  expedient  to  modify  the  present  rate  of  duties, 
'  with  a  view  to  afford  thai  protection  to  out  cotton, 
'  woollen,  aitd  iron  manufactures,  which  is  neceo- 
'  waiy  to  seeure  to  them  the  domestic  market,  the 
'  necewity  of  resorting  to  a  system  of  internal  lax- 
'  alion  will  be  au^ented." 

Snreiy  the  President  did  not  intend  to  recom- 
mend a  meassre  that  would  result  in  a  system  of 
internal  taxatioti,  without  recommending  it  tike- 
mi^  who,  npoR  its  repeal,  professed  bis  readiaesa 
to  propose  its  adoption  again,  whenever  a  propO 
oooasion  should  occur.  The  opinion  of  the  sec- 
retary, then,  may  be  regarded  as  opposed  (o  the 
arannent  employed  by  the  gentleman  from  Pcdo- 
ayrraniB,  f  Mr.  B/xdwin,)  to  show  that  the  reve- 
nae  woiila  suffer  no  ditvinution  in  consequmce  of 
a  modification  of  the  existing  duties,  so  as  to  give 
additional  aid  to  the  domestic  industry  of  the 
coyniry. 

But,  said  Mr.  A.,  it  has  lately  been  discovered 
that  the  present  mode  of  snpi^ying  a  reveaue  for 
the  Government,  is  unwise,  impolitic,  and  was 
never  a  favorite,  although  it  has  existed  ever  since 
its  commencement.  If  any  thinrwere  wanting  to 
disprove  an  argument  so  entirely  fallacious  in  it- 
self, it  is  furnisaed  by  the  eery  circumstance  of  the 
long  duration  of  Che  system,  which  is  the  best  evi- 
dence of  its  popnlariiy,  and  least  objectionable 
character.  That  system  which  can  carry'on  the 
operations  of  Government  with  the  least  expense 
ta  thciJiation,  while  it  promotes  its  industry,  must 
be  prefeiable  to  one  where  all  its  efforts  are  para- 
lysed, by  being  attended  with  excessive  burdens. 


The  situation  of  Holland  may  be  adduced  in  sop- 
port  of  the  fact,  that,  while  the  capital  of  thecooB-- 
try  has  been  employed  in  the  profits  of  stock,  in- 
stead  of  increasiM;  the  productive  Labor  of  the 
nation,  she  hassufiei-ed  her  trade  to  decay,  and  her 
manufactures  to  become  annihilated,  by  a  rainous 
and  oppre^ive  taxation,  even  upon  the  necesearies 
of  liie.  The  same  cause  may  be  traced  to  the  Al- 
cavala  in  Spain,  whose  attention  being  more  di- 
rected to  the  protection  of  her  colonies,  and  the 
working  of  her  mioes,  than  to  the  improved  con- 
dition of  the  wealth  other  society,  by  a  total  ne- 
glect of  agriculture,  she  presents  st  this  timea  poor, 
slavish,  and  degraded  people,  without  contmepcf, 
without  manufoctures,  without  industry. 

It  will  be  perceived,  then,  said  Mr.  A.,  that  I  aa- 
snme,  as  the  basisof  my  argument^that  thcbianch 
of  industry  whieh  is  capable  of^  suMorting  tlia 
greatest  quantity  of  capital,  is  most  advantageous 
to  the  community,  and  conseqsently  to  the  natim, 
and  should  remain  onfeiiered,  v — *— ™~*  --  — 


elusion  of  the  claim  ofany  other  totrarda  mcoimge- 
menl:  or,  in  other  words,  that  iwtiolis,  likeinSt- 
viduals,  mi^  be  pertnitted  to  pursue  tbeir  own 
inlerais  in  their  own  way.  Leaving  the  channd 
of  trade  perfectly  free  and  natural,  th Me  can  remain 
but  little  doubt  but  that,  like  the  fluid  which  rarta 
health  to  the  system,  it  will  seek  its  proper  level, 
and  coDtri bute  to  the  mutual  benefitof  each  braack-; 
and  wherever  the  wealth  of  individuals  has  be«n 
promoted,  that  of  the  society  will  be  aufnoented 
in  an  equal  d^jree.  But  depress  it  by  foice  oS 
□auses,  and  it  immediately  brcomes  like  the  stag- 
nation of  blood  in  the  body,  and  there  is  danger  of 
an  apoplexy. 

Statesmen,  Mr.  A.  said,  were  qever  more  use- 
lessly employed  than  in  attempting  to  direct  the 
avenues  of  trade,  by  producing  an  equal  divisim 
of  labor  among  them.  These  depend  upon  cir- 
cumstances as  variable  and  undefinaltle  as  the 
causes  that  operate  upon  the  circulating  median 
of  a  country,  which,  since  no  human  logenuity, 
law,  ot  punishment,  has  ever  yet  been  able  to  i^f- 
ulate,  so  neither  are  they  within  the  conitot  of  any 


has  been  said,  that  national  pride  should  in- 
duce us  to  adopt  a  policy  GDUntervailing  that  of 
foreign  Powers,  by  which  we  throw  off  a  state  of 
depettdeacy  altogether  in  favor  of  the  citizen^  to 
become  subjecled  to  a  greater  and  more  intolenble 
degree  of  servitude. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  A.,  I  should  be  extremely  sorry  to 
see  our  pride  so  far  gel  the  better  of  our  judgments, 
as  to  lead  to  a  course  ruinous  to  the  beat  interests  of 
the  country ;  little  else,  iu  fact,  I  hnmbly  conceive, 
than  an  act  of  political  infanticide,  and  for  the  en- 
couragement of  manufactures,  which,  like  false 
;rtde,  always  i^cestruebeauty  in  the  back  ground. 
'hat  cases  may  arise  where  it  becomes  neceaciuy 
to  resort  to  retaliatory  measures  I  shall  not  pretend 
to  deny,  but  mean  only  to  say,  that  this  is  not  one 
of  that  character ;  and  even  thai  they  should  not 
be  adopted  without  proper  caution  and  deliberation, 
and  where  there  was  a  probability  of  removing  the 
evil  comidained  of,  because  their  efforts  are  fdl  in 
greater  or  less  degree  at  home. 
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Even  Eaglaud  herself,  whose  policy  U  always 
made  the  fat&l  example  of  reasouing,  (and,  unless 
we  depart  somewhat  from  the  track  she  hosmaik- 
ed  out,  X  fear  we  diall  find  otuselres  at  last  in  the 
same  wretched  condition  of  poverty  and  distress 
which  she  at  present  exhibits,  grroaning  under  a 
bm:deo  of  excessive  taxation,  which  is  but  oppres- 
sion  under  the  best  of  governments,)  has  not  found 
it  to  her  advantaee  to  exclude  entirely  foreign  ar- 
ticles, many  of  which  she  is  capable  of  producing 
to  a  high  degree  of  perfection.  Although  high 
duties  ace  imposed,  both  by  England  and  France, 
upon  the  respective  manufactures  of  each,  dictated, 
not  so  much  from  a  spirit  of  national  aggrandize- 
ment as  national  animosity,^  ^aded  on  by  the 
clamors  and  insatiable  avarice  of  monopolizing 
merchants  and  manulheturers,  yet,  trade  is  stiU 
carried  on  between  them,  under  ibe  most  odious 
end  demoralizing  of  all  traSles.  And  whoi  we 
call  the  worst  passions  of  men  intoaction,  it  is  rea- 
sonable lOBBprehend  like  consequences  in  oar  Oo»- 
ernment,  whose  basis  rests  on  tae  morel  character 
of  its  citizeBB.  It  mBv  be  said  that  the  same  efl^t 
will  not  be  produced  here,  because  they  are  not  in- 
toided  to  be  ptohibitcory.  I  shall,  howerer,  con- 
sider tbem  presently  in  this  point  of  view,  and 
endeavor  to  show,  unless  they  are  so  to  a  certain 
degree,  no  adTiiitage  can  be  derived  from  the  in- 
crease, but  it  must  operate  entirely  as  a  tax  npon 
the  eonsumptioa  of  the  coimtry.  The  wiites  of 
Prance  ate  permitted  to  be  imported  into  England, 
although  it  is  well  known  that  certain  parts  of  her 
kingdom  might  be  made  favorable  to  the  growth 
of  the  grape ;  and  with  eqaal  propriety,  under  the 
idea  of  encourBging  domestic  industry,  ought  yon 
to  extend  this  bnieSt  to  the  inhabitants  of  Vevay, 
or  any  other  portion  of  our  Seuthem  country, 
whose  soil  and  climate  are  peculiarly  suited  to  the 
cultivation  of  the  vine,  because  you  nave  it  in  your 
power  to  supply  the  whole  United  States.  China, 
(who  treats  ine  oomtaetce  of  the  rest  of  the  world 
as  beg^rly.  and  where  tbe  laborer  extdts  his  situ- 
ation little  less  than  that  of  the  Mandarin  himself, 
iactaimiasaportioBof  ifacBoilAihiaawn,)  isnot 
skat  oat  fntm  the  maAets  of  Sngland  with  her 
rich  fhbriea,  aldiooBh  many  of-  them  are  succees- 
fttUy  promoted  wiuin  hw  om  dominions.  Yet, 
even  tltew  people,  for  ibe  want  of  a  more  liberal 
fnetgn  inteMoona,  present  tiia  moai  abject  stale  of 
poverty.  igBoianee,  and  Imrbaruun ;  am,  in  truth, 


poverty,  n 
It  may  ha 


It  may  faa  said,  that  tba  laboMr  here  is  not  always 
"  worthy  of  bis  hire." 

The  poliey  cannot  be  otherwise  than  fotuidad  in 
tka  bnt  of  all  posuble  reasons :  that  Hiien  can  be 
no  justice  in  caunog  fifty  or  an  hundred  times  as 
ranch  capital  and  labor  to  be  employed  at  home, 
in  the  pHidnetion  of  an  article,  that  would  be  re- 
quired to  purchase  the  same  of  foreign  manufae- 
tute.  There  are  advaatagas  possessed  by  some 
countries  in  a  greater  degree  than  othersj  so  much 
so,  that  it  would  be  dangerous  to  come  in  compe- 
tition with  them,  and  foUy  in  the  extreme  to  pro- 
secute a  policy,  where  would  be  seen  failure  in  the 
vety  attempt,  and  total  annihilation  in  the  end. 

This  brings  me  to  consider  the  sitaation  of  our 
country  wim  regard  to  England  in  such  a  contest, 


where  she  would  occupy  entirely  the  "  vantaae 
ground."  I  take  it  to  be  a  correct  principle  for  the 
interest  of  a  nation,  to  augment  as  much  as  possi- 
sible  its  rude  products,  and  to  exchange  them  for 
foreign  commodities  j  and  that  which  is  goodeooa- 
omy  among  private  families,  can  harSy  be  bad 

. ._  i..,y  pf  others  what  we  casoot 

elves.    For,  if  a  Government 


among  nations,  to  buy  of  others  what  we  casoot 
ply  ourselves.  For,  if  a  Government 
the  quantity  of  its  annual  exports. 


make  so  cheaply  < 


whatever  is  gained  in  the  way  of  excbaage  is  so 
much  added  lo  the  capital  of  the  society,  and,  of 
course,  to  its  own  wealth ;  and  it  is  not  correct  to 
say,  that,  whatever  m  purchased  abroad  when  it 
can  be  madeai  home,  is  one  man's  loss  uid  ano- 
ther's gain ;  the  difleience  of  price  in  bringing  tbe 
artioles  to  market  forming  the  difference  in  valu^ 
which  may  relatively  be  in  favor  of  each. 

Such  is  the  very  purpose  for  which  societ|r  was 
established^  and  what  would  be  the  use  of  trade 
among  individuals,  were  they  to  manufacture  with- 
in themselves  all  toat  their  wants  might  require? 
The  mechanic  of  one  description  fintk  it  to  hisad- 
vanti^  to  buy  of  that  of  another,  and  chua,  by  the 
combined  uxationa  of  each,  society  beoonet,  aa  it 
wer^  a  machine  to  carry  on  all  the  various  opera- 
tions of  labor,  too  great  for  the  power  of  any  one 
iadividual  to  aocomfdish;  aad  if  nations  were 
governed  by  the  aame  selfish  and  contracted  views, 
the  trade  and  comm^ce  of  tbe  world  would  soon 
be  at  an  end,  and  all  the  advantages  arising  from 
them  be  entirely  destroyed. 

But  it  is  as  essential  to  tbe  ptos^eriiy  of  a  nation 
to  encourage  foreign  trade,  as  it  is  for  individaala 
the  industry  of  each  otha,  by  a  proper  division  of 
labor.  CoDuderingtherest  of  tbe  worldasaman- 
ufftcturing  peofde,  it  is  more  imoortant  lo  us  that 
our  capiUtl  should  be  employed  in  tbe  cbanitel 
through  which  it  at  presuit  flows,  in  the  improve- 
roent  of  agriculture,  than  that  of  any  other.  Nor 
do  I  conceive  the  argument  of  my  honorable  col- 
league (Mr.  Tylbs,)  to  prove  ttat  we  stood)  in 
relation  to  the  rest  of  the  world,  as  agruary, 
which  Egypt  onoe  was  to  Europe,  and  Sieilv  to 
It^y,  at  all  shaken  by  that  employed  by  the  noa- 
wnble  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Stobbb,) 
to  show  that,  if  it  were  a  granary,  it  was  that  oart 
of  granary  whtob  permitted  all  our  grain  to  remain 
upon  ou  hands.  For,  let  m^  ask  the  hoaorahle 
geotleBMo,  if  we  were  c—  -     "         ' 


It  oS  from  the 


naarkel  that  is  now  opened  for  the  reception  of  our 
pn>duce,  and  confined  to  the  limits  oTthe  United 
States,  would  we  not  be  more  pfoperly  a  granary  - 
in  tbe  sense  in  which  he  used  it?  Emglaad,  pos- 
sessing advantages  peculiar  to  berself  in  this  re- 
spect, where  her  population  is  dense,  and  wages  of 
tabor  are  comparatively  small.  Sod  it  to  her  inter- 
est lo  manufacture  for  the  greater  part  of  the  woiU ; 
whereas,  on  the  other  hand,  we,  whose  popi^atM»i 
is  ^rse,  and  price  of  labor  is  hi^,  find  that  great- 
er profits  are  derived  from  agriculture.  Such  is 
the  fair  and  honest  course  of  trade  that  should  ex- 
ist among  nations,  that,  while  one  should  be  man- 
ufacturers, the  other  should  become  the  growers  (rf 
the  raw  material ;  and  thus,  the  competition  of  the 
whtde  world  being  brought  to  a  particular  market 
for  the  rude  products  of  the  soil,  a  monopoly  to  a 
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certain  extent  is  obtained  in  the  one  case,  while 
it  is  diminished  in  the  other.  The  trade  which  is 
carried  on  in  this  way,  consists  in  an  exchange  of 
the  rude  for  the  manuractured  article,  and  the 
smaller  the  quantii^r  of  one  which  is  required  to 
purchase  a  f^reater  quantity  of  the  other,  will  be 
the  proportionate  value  of  the  two.  Whatever 
tends  to  diminish  the  value  of  the  former,  by  high 
duties  or  prohibitions,  operates  injuriously  in  two 
ways:  firstly,  by  enhancing  the  value  of  the  for- 
ewn  commodity,  the  price  of  the  surplus  produce 
oAhe  land  is  diminished,  and  a  monopoly  is  given 
to  the  home  manufacturer  and  artificer,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  landed  interest,  by  diverting  a  portion 
of  its  eaniial  to  another  employment.  And  it  would 
be  an  absurdity  to  say^  the  market  of  the  world 
is  open  to  you,  when  it  must  be  manifest,  unless 
you  export  something,  you  can  bring  nothing  in 
return. 

ThiS;  then,  I  take  to  be  the  case,  said  Mr.  A., 
which  IS  intended  to  be  produced  hy  the  present 
measure ;  and,  let  me  ask  if  it  is  just,  if  it  is  de- 
sirable, that  the  most  valuable  branch  of  industry 
should  sufier,  or  be  made  to  contribute  to  the  pro- 
tection of  any  other,  than  in  the  natural  way? 
For  one,  I  am  prepared  to  say  that  it  is  not,  goi- 
erally  speaking  J  and  as  agricalture  was  the  first 
among  the  Greeks  and  Romans  in  their  best  days, 
who  regarded  all  others  as  menial,  from  being  un- 
favoraUe  to  the  Mercisea  of  the  Gymnasium  and 
Campus  Martius,  so  should  it  be  the  last  to  be  for- 
sakeo  by  us.  For,  if  such  be  not  the  effect  of  the 
system,  1  take  it  for  Kranted  the  expected  result 
-will  not  take  place.  If  the  duty  be  not  so  high  as 
to  diminish  tne  revenue  of  the  country,  the  en- 
hanced value  of  the  foreign  will  only  give  ao  equal 
advance  to  the  home  manufacture;  and,  standing 
precisely  in  the  same  relation  to  each  other,  the 
superior  quality  of  the  former  will  give  it  a  pre- 
ference over  the  latter,  and  it  can  operate  only  as 
a  lax  upon  the  industry,  without  a  corresptxiding 
ben^t.  I  take  the  fact  to  be.  said  Mr.  A.,  that 
the  manufacturing  interests  of  tnis  country  require 
a  greater  quantity  of  capital,  in  order  to  larry  on 
their  operations,  than  it  is  within  their  power  to 
command. 

It  then  follows,  that  all  the  capita)  of  the  nation 
is  employed  in  the  most  natural  and  advantageous 
way  m  which  it  can  be  used.  The  deficiency  can 
be  supplied  in  only  one  of  two  ways — either  by 
diverting  a  portion  of  it  from  one  branch  of  trade 
to  another,  or  suSi>ring  all  the  sources  to  remain 
uninterrupted  and  free,  until  they  are  filled,  and 
then  the  surplus  will  turn  itself  to  that  employ- 
ment which  brings  in  the  next  greatest  revenue, 
and  will  afford  the  proper  encouragement  to  in- 
dustry. 1  am  disposed  to  adopt  the  lattn  expe- 
dient, because  it  is  not  forced,  and  no  unnatural 
convulsions  are  likely  to  arise  out  of  it  to  the  com- 
mercial world,  and  to  avoid  the  former  as  alto- 
gether in  favor  of  the  producer  and  against  the 
consumer.  And  1  must  confess,  that  I  do  not  un- 
derstand this  way  of  taxing  the  right  hand  to  sup- 
port the  left.  Let  nature  have  her  course,  and  she 
will  work  out  her  own  safety.  For,l  lay  it  down 
ai  an  incontrovertiUe  position,  said  Mr.  A.,  that 


the  general  industry  of  a  society  can  never  exceed 
the  capital  which  it  employs,  and  increases  in  pro- 
portion to  the  increase  of  its  capital.  ^Whenever 
this  takes  place,  it  immediately  seeks  and  finds  ont 
new  and  difierent  objects,  to  which  it  is  directed, 
and  adds  to  the  productive  labor  of  the  country. 

If  the  fixed  capital  of  the  existing  manufactures 
be  sufficient  to  sustain  them,  1  contend  that  they 
require  no  further  support,  as  they  possess  superior 
advantages  over  any  foreign,  ana  much  greater 
than  can  be  expected  to  be  enjoyed  by  new  ones 
coming  in  competition  with  tnem ;  and  if  it  be 
intended  to  raise  up  new  manufactures,  not  by  the 
creation  of  new,  but  by  the  diversion  of  old  capi- 
ital,  it  must  operate  as  a  tax  upon  the  consumption 
of  the  country,  amounting  to  a  prohibition  of  all 
foreign  productions. 

It  is  in  vain  for  the  friends  of  the  system  to  say 
that  such  is  not  their  design;  when  we  reason 
iSect,  and  view  the  intaests,  pas- 


sions, and  prejudice^  thai  lead  men  to  action,  we 
cannot  but  distrust  the  consequences,  and  loox  to 
the  ultimatum  of  which  it  is  capable.  Suppose, 
for  a  moment,  that  it  should  succeed,  to  the  admi- 
ration of  its  advocates.  Can  it  be  expected  to 
bring  the  manufactures  of  our  country  fwhicb 
of  all  other  trades  requires  the  most  extensive  cir- 
culation) in  competition  with  those  of  foreign 
Powers,  where  labor  is  cheap,  and  who  are  many 
centuries  before  u^or  is  itintended  to  confine  their 
circulation  to  the  nome  market?  If  the  former  be 
the  intent,  it  cannot  be  executed;  and  the  latter 
must  equally  fail,  since,  for  all  valuable  purposes, 
the  agricultural  part  of  the  community  are  a  man- 
ufacturing class,  and  want  only  those  richer  and 
finer  fabrics,  which  it  is  impossible  for  us,  within 
any  short  time,  if  ever,  to  bring  to  any  sort  of  per- 
fection. And  then  will  the  American  tar,  the 
honest  defender  of  "  free  trade  and  sailors'  rights," 
become,  like  ihe  Chinese  boatman,  without  a  novel 
to  breast  him  from  the  storms  of  the  ocean,  lying 
upon  hijs  oars,  in  the  bed  of  his  own  waters. 

But,  sir,  said  Mr.  A.^  there  is  a  point  of  view  in 
which  this  subject  excites  more  than  ordinary  con- 
cern ;  and  1  tell  you,  and  I  tell  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Gross,)  there  is  a  state  of  de- 
pendency more  intolerable,  "more  unprincipled," 
apfiroachioff  very  nearly  to  that  colonial  bondage 
which  our  fathers,  in  the  majesty  of  their  strength, 
resolved  to  put  oS.  It  is  that  interest  which  will 
be  created  in  society  as  powerful  and  ungovern- 
able as  the  waves  of  the  sea,  whose  very  scowl, 
we  are  told,  tike  the  rude  tenipestj  carries' terror  to 
the  heart,  and  holds  a  British  Parliament  in  duress. 
And  whenever  that  interest  shall  predominate,  the 


little  liberty  that  we  now  breathe  becomes 
taper  of  li/e — "  out.  out,  brief  candle  ~ 


)  the 


,  You  tax 

them;  they  make  tne  people  pay  it 

[Here  Mr.  A.  read  a  passage  from  1st  vol.,  p. 
182,  of  Smith's  Wealth  of  nations,  to  show  its 
influence  on  Governments.] 

I  speak  not  of  those,  either  here  or  elsewherfc 
who  advocate  the  system,  but  of  the  system  itself. 
I  will  pursue  the  subject  no  further;  but,  it  is  my 
last  hope,  never  to  see  that  interest  reared  up,  a 
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the  expense  of  the  rest,  which  is  likely  to  rale  the 
destinies  of  my  country. 

Mr.  Archer,  of  Virginia,  said,  that  the  whole 
merits  of  the  bill  btiag  preseoted  bv  tbe  motion 
uuder  consideration,  he  wooiil  offer  himBetf,  for  a 
short  period,  to  the  notice  of  the  Committee.  He 
had  no  design  of  abulias  the  patience  be  solicited, 
hy  going  at  large  into  the  diitcussioD  of  the  qaes- 
Uon,  which  was  one  of  the  most  exiensife  in  the 
science  of  political  economy,  His  pnrpose  was 
limited  to  the  narrow  object  of  a  brief  exposition 
of  some  of  the  more  considerable  of  those  views  of 
the  question,  and  topics  connected  with  it,  which 
appeared  to  him  to  be  tbe  best  entitled  to  claim 
attention,  or  the  most  calculated  to  attract  it. 

The  first  objection  to  the  bill  related  lo  its  ap- 
parent inefficacf  in  reference  to  its  avowed  object. 
The  augmentation  of  tbe  duties  on  imports  which 
had  been  made  when  the  sobiect  had  been  last 
nnder  the  consideration  of  Congress,  in  1816, 
amounted,  Mr.  A.  believed,  to  an  average  of  about 
twenty-five  per  cent.  The  additional  augmenta- 
tion  cODiempiated  by  the  present  bill  wootd  amount, 
he  had  been  informed — he  had  not  himself  made 
the  estimate — to  an  average  of  not  more  than  seven 
or  eight  per  cent.  Had  tbe  former  augmentation 
produced,  in  any  degree,  the  effect  whicti  was  now 
designed  of  protection  to  domestic  manufactures  1 
No.  We  were  told  by  the  IViends  of  tbe  protect- 
ing system  that  out  manufacturing  establishments 
'  have  gone  to  absolute  ruin,  under  the  protection 
which  had  been  heretofore  afforded  them.    If  tbis 


>uld  t 


representation  were  corn 
duties  now  proposed  be  considered 
the  retrieval  froin  luin,  and  efficient  protection  of, 
these  establishments?  If  it  could,  the  imposition 
which  itcrealed  must  be  regarded  as  anreasonably 
high  and  oppressive,  in  reTalioa  to  all  classes  of 
the  community' other  than  that  which  was  in- 
tended to  be  protected.  But  it  this  increase  could 
□ot  be  considered  adequate  to  the  eflecL  which  bad 
been  stated,  then  tbe  imposition  was  nugatory  to 
its  alleged  object.  Take  it  either  way,  and  this 
itnposition  would  either  be  excessive.  Or  else  ioad' 
equate.  In  either' character  it  was  equally  inde- 
fensible. Mr.  A.  was  aware  that  an  object  lar^r 
than  the  alleged  object  of  the  hill,  had  been  im- 
puted to  tbe  fremers  and  supporters  of  it.  It  had, 
he  knew,  been  supposed,  that  their  design  extended 
to  the  inception  of  a  system,  which  was  to  be  ren- 
dered gradually  progressive  to  posilife  prohibition 
oa  the  admission  oftbreign  ittanufactnred  articles, 
or  to  a  rate  of  duties  so  high  as  to  be  tantamount 
to  prohibition  in  its  effects.  It  was  alleged,  -- 
evidence  of  the  entertainment  and  possible  succ 
of  snch  a  design,  that  the  same  topics  of  argument 
derived  from  the  supposed  advantage  end  pro- 
priety of  the  protective  policy,  wIiicK  Were  em- 
ployed in  recommendation  of  the  augmentation  of 
duties  now  proposed,  would  be  of  equal,  and 
*  greater,  efficacy  in  the  recommendation  of  further 
augmentations  which  might  hereafter  be  demand- 
ed, from  the  force  of  the  obvious  connected  consid- 
eration (which  would  not  fail  to  be  relied  on)  of 
die  necessity  of  these  further  impositions  to  pre- 
Teat  the  cost  and  effect  of  the  former  from  being 
Iftth  Com.  1st  Sebb.— 64 


away.  Mr.  A.  was  himself  far  from  im- 
puting any  such  view  as  had  been  stated;  nor,  if 
such  a  system  of  policy  ever  should  be  proposed, 
could  he  have  any  fear  of  its  success,  founded,  as 
^e  conceived  it  to  be,  in  an  obvious  principle  of 
injustice  and  inequality,  as  respected  its  operation 
:>n  the  different  interests  of  the  community,  and 
condemned,  as  it  uaquestionabiy  was,  by  an  uni- 
form experience  of  froits  of  mischief  and  suffering 
in  every  county  in  which  an  experiment  had  been 
made  of  it.  Without  connectms  the  bill  nndel 
iderattoTt  with  any  odious  policy  of  this  st 


it  stood  sufficiently  divested  of  title  to  support,  by 
proper  operations. 


refereoce  t 


I  teal  objects  a 


While  upon  this  topic,  the  objects  of  the  bill, 
frankness  required  Mr.  A.  to  state,  that  he  did  not 
consider  it  as  directed  to  the  attainment  of  any 
object  of  public  policy  at  all.  He  considered  it 
as  one  of  the  instances  of  that  practice  of  appeal 
lo  public  authority  for  the  relief  of  private  distress, 
the  remarkable  prevateuce  of  which  was  the  un- 
happy characteristic  of  the  period  in  which  we 
were  called  upon  to  deliberate.  A  general  depres- 
sion and  distress  affected  all  classes  of  the  commu- 
nity, the  result,  as  was  conceived,  of  commercial 
over-action,  and  the  operation  of  that  system  of 
paper  currency,  of  which  some  species  of  necro- 
mancy must  have  dragged  us  into  the  adoption. 

The  manufacturing  class  was  supposed  to  par- 
take, to  a  peculiar  d^^ree,  of  this  distress,  and  the 
present  bill  was  a  project  for  the  relief  of  their 


te<tlSed  in  re^rding  the  subject  in  this  view, 
th  from  the  inadequacy  of  toe  bill  to  any  ptir- 
pose  of  public  policy,  (which  had  already  been 
adverted  to,)  and  the  nature  of  tbe  representations 
employed  in  its  support.  What  were  these  repre- 
eentationsT  Did  they  relate  to  any  inherent  dis- 
advAntage,  or  incapacity,  affecting  domestic  fab- 
rics, in  maintaining  competition  with  the  imported 
for  the  domestic  market?    Not  at  all.    The  de- 

[iression  affecting  donlestic  manufacturiug  estab- 
tshrnents^  which  was  made  the  foundation  of  th,e 
demand  for  relief,  was  referred  to  caoses  acciden- 
tal entirely  in  their  access,  or  temporary  in  their 
operation.  Excessive impottationsof  foreign  man- 
ufactured  articles,  the  unusual  reduction  of  their 
price,  and  of  that  of  the  labor  employed  in  pre- 
paring them;  the  undue  extension  of  domestic 
business,  disproportionate  investments  of  capita! 
in  a  fixed  form,  (buildings,  machiilery,  &e.,j  the 
eSects  of  a  general  restoration  of  peace,  ann  the 
operation  of  tbe  paper  system  on  markets  and  in- 
dustry ;  these  were  the  causes  assigned  as  the 
of  manufacturiug  distress,  and  the  grounds 


of  legislative  interposition  for  its  remedy,  But 
did  lliese  grounds  disclose  any  object  of  general 
permanent  policy,  requiring  nie  adoption  of  the 


lyobj 

. „  ttie  a_., 

which  was  pressed  for  adoption?    Mr. 

A.  could  not  perceive  that  they  did.  He  consid- 
ered the  present  bill  as  belonging  to  the  same  cthss 
of  character  with  the  bankrupt  bill.  The  distinc- 
tion, indeed,  was  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  pres- 
ent Dill,  in  the  comparison.    A  bankrapt  act  oper- 
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ated  only  a  particular  iojustice.  The  sacrifice  of 
interest  wbich  it  involved  affected  only  a  peculiar 
clas«j  (the  creditors  of  baDlcrapts.)  It  might  be 
consideied  too,  as  acoaliDg«al,aaa  was  not  acoD- 
tinuiog  sacrifice-  But  the  imposition  which  the 
present  bill,  if  it  passed,  would  create,  would  not 
ooljr  be  a  general  burden  on  the  community,  for 
the  benefit  of  a  peculiar  class  of  it,  but  would  be  a 
certain,  and  was  designed  to  be  a  permanent,  im- 
position. 

The  impairraeal  of  manufacturing  capital,  fur- 
nished no  sufficient  reason  for  the  adoption  of  the 
bill-  The  preservation  of  manufacturins;,  could 
not  be  more  important  thanof  commereiarcapiiBl. 
The  fund  which  supplied  consumption  could  not 
be  considered  of  greater  consequence  than  that 


sure  of  the  character  of  that  now  proposed  for  the 
relief  of  commercial  distress.  If  the  commercial 
capital  of  the  country  were  entirely  annihilated, 
DO  factitious  incitemeui  or  aid  to  the  operation  of 
capital,  in  this  direction,  would  be  triattght  of. 
Aud  whyl  Because  occasions  for  the  employ- 
ment of  capital  were  known  always  lo  attract 
capital,  or  create  it,  in  pretty  nearly  the  exact  pro- 
portion of  the  exigency  of  these  occasions.  An 
occasion  so  essential  ax  the  disposal  of  the  produc- 
tions of  H  country  wbich  were  elsewhere  in  demand, 
could  not  fail  of  finding  means  for  its  discbargre. 
Even  could  a  state  of  circumstances  be  imagined, 
in  which  there  was  no  subsisting  accumulation  of 
capital,  and  no  description  of  public  currency,  yet 
credit,  or  an  artificial  substitute  of  some  kind,  would 
be  fouad  to  supply  tbeir  place,  in  miuiatering  to 
the  operations  of  commerce.  The  remark  was  not 
less  inevitably  trtke  in  relation  to  the  occasu 
a  country  for  manufacturea.  No  fear  was  ._  ._ 
entertained  of  any  serioos  or  lasting  defect  of  the 
essential  facilities  for  their  supply.  The  capital 
for  this  purpose  might  not  indeed  be  derived  'rom 
domestic  sources  i  out  this  circumstance  did  not 
present  a  consideration  with  wbich  thecommunily 
were  in  any  material  d^ee  concerned.  It  was 
the  certainty,^  not  the  source  of  supply,  which 
formed  the  principal  subject  of  their  interest,  and 
was  entitled  to  cuum  the  chief  ezer 
•olicitude. 

We  had  come  to  realize,  in  our  public  conduct, 
the  justice  of  an  expression  used  in  reference  to 
another  and  more  important  subject  of  human  in- 
terest. We  confessed  truth  with  our  lips,  but  in 
practice  we  denied  it.  There  was  scarce  any  per- 
son, perhaps,  who  did  not  admit  ihe  abstract  prop- 
osition, that  capital,  in  the  pursuit  of  the  modea  of 
employment  most  prcductive  of  profits  to  its  pro- 
prietors, fell,  uoassisted,  into  those  which  were 
calculated  to  produce  the  moat  beneficial  results  to 
the  community.  This  was  one  of  the  iffinciples 
tbe^  least  liable  to  controversy  or  qualiGcation, 
which  were  presented  by  the  theory  of  a  just  polit- 
ical economy.  Yet,  it  was  in  the  direct  contra- 
Tention  and  overthrow  of  this  indisputable  princi- 
ple, that  the  foundations  of  the  policy,  which  was 
St  present  recommended  to  us.  were  laid. 

The  reason,  too,  which  explained  this  principle, 


chief  exercise  of  their 


it  was  material  to  understand,  both  on  account  of 
its  own  illustration,  and  tbe  importance  of  the  de- 
ductions to  which  it  led  in  the  discussion.  Tbe 
reason  was  to  be  found  in  the  tendency  of  capital, 
uninfluenced  by  public  authority,  to  be  determined, 
as  respected  the  modes  of  its  emplovioent,  by  de- 
mand, which  furnished  tbe  standard  at  the  same 
time  of  the  utility  of  its  employment  The  expen- 
diture of  capital  was  directed  oy  obvious  consider- 
ations (relative  to  the  interest  of  its  proprietors)  to 
subjects  of  the  greatest  and  most  general  request; 
and  these  were  the  subjects  and  the  employmenta 
of  labor  and  capital  which  procured  them  tne  em- 
ployments which  had,  in  s  general  view,  tbe 
strongest  presumptions  of  utility  in  their  favor. 
Demand  was  the  index  of  the  beneficial,  as  it  was 
of  the  unbiassed,  direction  of  capital 

The  inference  from  this  proposition  was  of  sin- 
gular importance.  It  was,  that  no  direction  of 
capital,  relatively  useful,  could  require  adventitious 
encouragement.  Why  7  Because  Ibis  charactet 
of  utility  was  the  infallible  source  of  adequate  de- 
maud  for  the  productions  of  capital  employed  in 
this  direction,  and  adequate  demand  for  the  [ao. 
ductions  of  any  employment,  dispensed  from  the 
necessity  of  its  adventitious  encouragement.  The 
converse  of  the  last  proposition  was  equally  true, 
that  noemploymeni^requiriiw  factitious  encourage- 
ment could  berelativelyuseiul.  Whyf  Because 
this  occasion  for  encouragement  demonstrated  a 
defect  of  adequate  demand  for  its  productions ; 
and  tbe  defect  of  adequate  demand  for  its  produc- 
tions was  evidence  of  Its  want  of  relative  utility, 
The  force  of  these  conclusioDs, in  thtir  application 
to  domestic  manufacturing  establishments,  was  in 
QD  degree  obviated  by  the  suggestion,  that  tne  exist- 
ence of  adequate  demand  for  their  productions 
was  prevented  by  the  interchaage  of  Ibreigu  com- 
petition j  because  this  sugg^tion  only  proved  that, 
although  in  a  different  condition  of  circumstances, 
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lishments  in  question  would  be  useful;  yel.  under 
existiog  circumstances,  in  which  no  such  deficiency 
was  experienced,  they  could  assert  no  pretension 
to  this  character  of  utility. 

The  proposition  which  bad  been  stated,  of  the 
voluntary  tendency  of  capital  in  a  coarse  of  un- 
biassed aistrihution,  to  conform  to  the  order  of 
employment  which  public  utility  would  prescribe, 
was,  in  its  general  acceptation,  perhaps  the  most 
familiar  trash  in  the  science  of  political  economr. 
Wewere  told,  in  every  book  of  elements  on  the  sub- 
ject, that  the  natural  and  most  advantageous  course 
of  the  distribution  of  capital  was,  in  a  progressive 
succession,  from  agriculture  to  internal  trade,  and 
thence  to  a  foreign  trade  of  exportation  g  lo  manu- 
factures, or  to  indirect  foreign  trade,  as  peculiar 
circumstances  might  determme.  Could  any  ade- 
quate reason  be  assigned  for  the  contravention,  - 
with  a  view  to  the  peculiar  encouragemeat  of 
manufaciuresj  of  the  general  laws  of  the  distribu- 
tion of  capital  7  Theground  of  such  a  proceeding 
was  to  be  found,  not  ui  sound  policy,  but  prepoe- 

It  was  an  evident  proposition,  that  an  employ- 
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ment  which  required  factitious  encouragement 
must,  in  &  pecuniary  view,  be  a  losing  one.  If, 
therefore,  encouragemeot  was  dae  to  domestic 
manufoctures,  it  could  not  be  in  an  economical 
view,  but  from  their  supposed  subaetriency  lo  so> 
collateral  object,  regarded  as  iioportaat — as  i 
tional  iadependence,  for  example.  The  question, 
ID  this  aspect,  would  present  itself  for  ezaminatioD 
in  a  succeeding  part  of  the  discussion. 

The  freedom  which  had  been  used,  in  speaking 
of  the  reasonings  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  author- 
ized Mr.  A,  in  indulging  the  frankness  of  saying, 
that  the  argument  employed  in  its  support  appeared 
to  hira  to  be  founded  in  a  series  ot  fallacies.  It 
was  irreleFanl,  as  respected  several  of  the  princi- 
pal propositions  sought  to  be  established.  It  was 
■  mbcoDCeivedj  as  respected  the  time  and  cireum- 
stances  to  which  it  was  applied.  It  was  erroneous, 
as  respected  the  topics  of  reasoniop  it  employed. 
A  person  would  be  led  to  suppose,  from  the  course 
of  observation  adopted  on  the  other  side,  thai  the 
question  related  to  the  importance  and  necessity 
of  adequate  supplies  of  manufactured  articles,  or 
to  the  abstract  advantage  attending  the  possession 
of  domestic  establish  men  ts  for  the  atiamment  of 
these  supplies.  But  these  were  propositions  not 
liable  to  coDtrorersy.  The  question  related  not  io 
the  necessity  or  ralue  of  supplies  of  manufactured 
articles,  but  to  the  relative  advantages  of  different 
methods  of  procoriag  them — to  the  choice  to  be 
exerted  between  obtaining  them  at  a  cheaper  rate 
from  forei"n,  or  at  a  higher  price  from  domestic 
sources.  Neither  did  the  controversy  refer  to  any 
abstract  supriorilTof  domestic  over  foreign  sources 
of  supply,  but  to  tne  mode  and  time  of  their  estab- 
lishment— lo  the  choice  between  an  artificial  in- 
troduction of  domestic  eslabtishments  at  an  earlier 
period,  attended  with  the  charge  of  a  burdensome 
system  of  protective  duties  for  their  support,  and  a 
natural  spontaneous  growth  of  these  establishments, 
at  a  more  advanced  period,  unattended  with  any 
systemaf  regulation,  or  charge  for  their  eucouraga- 
menL 

But  there  was  no  part  of  the  argument  employed 
in  recommendation  of  the  proposed  system,  which 
appeared  so  CCTCgiously  exposed  to  criticism,  as  that 
in  which  the  favorable  character  of  the  present  pe- 
riod for  its  introduction  was  asserted.  The  con- 
dition of  general  distress  which  characterized  the 
existing  period  was  admitted,  and  yet  it  was  con- 
ceived to  present  a  favorable  occasion  for  the  ex- 
periments of  a  policy  involving  an  addition  to 
the  ordinary  and  necessary  sources  of  expense,  by 
which  all  claaaes  of  the  community  would  be 
affected.  The  peculiar  characteristic  of  the  dis- 
tress complained  of,  related  to  the  depression  in 
the  price  of  whatever  there  was  to  sell.  One 
strong  eircumsiance  of  relief,  however,  had  been 
found,  in  the  corresponding  depression  in  the  price 
of  the  most  material  articles  we  had  to  buy.  In 
such  a  condition  of  things,  what  was  the  policy 
recommended  1  An  operation,  by  which  the  only 
circumstance  of  relief  which  the  situation  of  the 
country  presented,  was  to  be  cut  off— by  which 
the  prices  of  all  the  most  essential  articles  of  pur- 
chase would  be  enhaticed,  whilst  those  of  our 


vendible  commodities  (to  slate  the  case  in  the 
most  favorable  view)  were  to  remain  unaltered. 
Beneath  the  pictare  of  a  policy  of  this  sort,  it  could 
not  be  necessary  to  write  the  name.  Mr.  A.  had 
been  describing  the  operatjon  of  the  bill,  as  tend- 
ing lo  a  mere  purpose  of  private  relief.  But  this 
description  din  not  express  the  full  character  <^ 
its  demerit.    It  was  a  bill  againsl  public  relief. 

The  principal  advantages  anticipated  from  the 
success  of  the  proposed  system  were  referable  to  two 
general  heads,  the  establishment  of  domestic  sources 
of  supply  of  manufactured  articles,  and  the  estab- 
lishment or  extension  of  a  domestic  market  for 
the  surplus  of  agricultural  productions.  The  first 
of  these  advantages  was,  in  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  our  situation,  rather  nominal  than  real; 
or,  in  the  most  favorable  statement  of  the  case, 
far  tsB  imporlanl  than  had  been  represented.  Th« 
point  in  which  the  public  were  interested  in  this 
respect,  related  principally  to  the  character,  not 
ifae  source,  of  the  supply  of  manufactured  articles. 
Their  inierest  required  that  this  supply  should  be 

Sood,  cheap,  abundant,  regular.  But  the  supply' 
om  domestic  would  not  be  of  better  quality  than 
from  foreign  sources.  It  would  not  beof  cheaper, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  of  dearer  price,  by  the  emonnt 
of  the  difference  which  would  be  created  by  the 
proposed  increase  of  duties.  It  would  not  be  more 
abundant  or  regular.  In  both  these  respects  the 
supply  from  foreign  sources,  except  in  the  contin- 
gency of  a  disturbed  state  of  the  foreign  lelationa 
of  the  country,  could  be  the  subject  of  no  com- 
plaint. The  only  real  advantage,  then,  attending 
the  possession  of  doraetitic  estabhsbments  for  the 
supply  of  manufactured  articles,  related  to  perioda 
of  war,  which  might  be  expected  very  rarely  to 
occur.  By  the  policy  recommended,  we  were  to 
be  subjected  to  a  constant,  permanent  monopoly- 

Srtceof  the  most  essential  articles  of  consumption, 
)r  the  purpose  of  being  gtiarded  against  a  price 
somewhat  higher,  in  a  contingent,  remote^  unfre- 
queni  event.  Acoosiderableenhancement  of  price 
was,  in  this  respect,  the  sum  of  the  evil  which 
could  be  involved  in  the  event  of  war ;  for  the 
supply  of  no  essential  article  was  liable,  in  such  * 
contingency,  to  be  absolutely  cut  off  Nor  was 
the  evil  consequence  to  be  apprehended  from  war, 
liable  to  be  incurred  in  any  other  than  the  single 
instance  of  a  war  with  Greet  Britain.  The  con- 
curring interests  of  the  supplying  countries,  and 
the  superiority  of  our  public  and  commercial  ma- 
rine, would  be  a  safeguard  against  the  material 
obstruction  of  *upply,  from  the  effect  of  war  with 
any  other  Power.  Toe  feeling  of  resentment  pre- 
vailing against  Great  Britain,  the  result  of  the  per- 
severing and  malignant  character  of  her  hostility, 
was  strong  and  general  in  this  country,  but  this 
feeling  was  not,  it  was  to  be  hoped,  of  a  nature  to 
be  susceptible  of  misdirection,  to  an  unrequited 
and  essential  sacrifice  of  public  interests.  The 
abundance  of  the  materials  of  manufacture,  and 
the  facility  of  conversion  to  a  manufactured  form, 
which  the  most  important  of  tbem  admitted,  would 
preclude,  even  in  a  war  with  Great  Britain,  injury 
from  the  obstruction  or  enhanced  price  of  sup|dy. 
in  any  dt^iiee  commeasorate  wuh  the  Goet  tn 
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Ihe  meaos,  which  vere  recororoeaded  ai  security 
ageintt  the  chances  of  il.  More  injury,  is  disturb- 
ing the  regularity  of  supply,  was  to  be  apprehended 
from  ibe  effect  of  the  proposed  policy,  m  impair- 
ing the  regularity  of  our  demand  Tor  that  supply. 

Arguments  were  reotlered  palpable  by  example. 
Tbere  were  few  Biticles  of  more  eu^olial  aeces»ity 
than  salt.  From  this  cbaracleristie  of  it,  and  our 
babit  of  reliance  on  external  sources  for  supply, 
there  was,  perhaps,  do  article  liable,  in  a  higher 
degree,  to  eahancement  in  price  in  lime  of  war. 
But  aatt  was  BUEceptLble  of  supply  from  domestic 

■ouTceo,  to  an  indetmlte  amount.   Would  any 

ke  found  to  recommend  the  protection  of  dom 
otablishmentn  for  the  preparation  of  xalt,  by  such 
S  syotem  of  duties  as  would  insure  tbeir  operatioo 
in  time  of  peace?  Yet  the  supply  of  bo  articli 
wa*  more  impottaat  Why  should  the  policy  sur 
tendered  in  relstion  to  this  article,  be  proper  in  re- 
lation to  others  1  If  the  material,  in  the  instance 
of  any  other  article,  were  of  indigenous  growth,  the 
Mme  reliance  migbt  be  had  on  the  resource  of  ' 
jDesttc  fabrication  in  time  of  war,  wiib  which 
wereconteJitincaseof  salL  Or,ifthematerial  were 
not  indigenous,  then  the  supply  of  it  would  not  be 
fees  liable  to  obstruction,  in  a  season  of  war,  than 
that  of  the  wrought  article.  Id  either  event,  the 
tesort  to  high  protective  duties  for  the  encourage- 
ment or  preservation  of  the  domestic  manufacture, 
appeared  to  be  equally  unadvisable.  The  argu- 
nent  derived  fnuH  the  difierent  preparations  ol 
machinery  or  skill,  required  in  different  depart- 
ments of  manufacture,  was  not  of  sufficient  lorce 
to  obviate  or  impair  the  conectness  of  the  con- 
«luBioD. 

The  principal  reliance,  however,  of  the  argu- 
nent  in  favor  of  the  protective  system,  rested  on 
its  teitdeney  to  the  formation  of  a  domestic  market 
for  agricultural  productions.  The  ereai  and  en- 
larging amount  of  our  agricultural  Tabor  and  nni- 
ductions,  might  be  expected  in  the  lapse  of  a  short 
period.  It  was  said,  to  render  these  productions 
redundant,  in  relation  to  tbeir  present  markets, 
•ad  an  obvious  policy,  therefore,  required  the  im- 
siediaie  substitution,  through  the  medium  of  man- 
tifactwiDg  establishments,  of  a  domestic  market ; 
which,  by  its  pro^essive  extension,  might  have 
the  «fieci  uf  obviating,  or  providing  a  remedy  for, 
■uch  a  condition  of  affairs.  The  answer  to  this 
representation  was  attended  wiib  no  difficulty.  It 
WW,  that  the  remedy  sought  to  be  provided,  in  the 
mode  proposed,  would  be  found  available  without 
any  occasion  for  legislative  regulation,  by  the  ne- 
cessary ultimate  operation  or  the  very  circum- 
■taacei  which  were  thought  to  call  for  this  rrfcu- 
lation. 

The  population  of  the  country  bfiag  progressive 
intb  ia  means  of  suhsigitenee,  would  continue  to 
observe  the  proportion  which  it  now  did,  to  pro- 
duction. Production,  therefore,  could  be  exf>eci- 
ed  to  exhibit,  retaiively  to  domestic  demand,  no 
greater  ledundxncy  than  it  did  at  present  The 
ledundancy  anticipated,  must  refer  to  foreign  de- 
mand entirely. 

But  the  labor  and  capital  whieb  it  would  be  Ihe 
eficct  of  this  supposed  redundant  state  of  agricul- 


tural productions  to  disengage  from  agricultural 
employment,  must  find  some  other  mode  of  occu- 
pation. They  could  not  remain  unemployed ;  and 
in  what  direction  could  employment  be  found  for 
IbemT  Not  incommercCj/orlnecapacity  of  com- 
merce to  furnish  occupation  to  labor  and  capital 
was  determinable  by  toe  operation  of  foreign  de- 
mand for  tbeir  productions,  and  this  demand,  im- 
der  the  circumsbtnces  supposed,  must  be  excluded. 
There  was  left  but  one  resort  for  the  em[dovment 
of  this  disengaged  labor  and  capital,  ano  that 
was  in  manufactures.  Not  only  without  aid  or 
direction,  but  by  an  impulse  which  could  not 
be  controlled,  they  must  flow  to  fulfil  this  des- 
tination. The  manufactures  thus  established,  (it 
was  to  be  further  observed,^  from  the  contiguity 
and  abundance  of  materials,  and  the  depressed 
price  of  these  materials,  which  the  hypothesis 
supposed,  must  of  necessity  be  enabled  to  main- 
tain, unassisted  by  positive  encouragement,  a  suc- 
ceraful  competition  with  fabrics  of  foreign  origin. 
Here,  then,  was  tiie  effect  desired,  realized,  inde- 
pendently of  any  occasion  for  r^utation.  The 
object  proposed  was,  through  the  medium  of  acoro- 
plicated  and  burdensome  system  of  duties,  to  pro- 
vide a  remedy  for  an  anticipated  contingency,  and 
this  contingency  was  found,  upon  inquiry,  to  in- 
troduce in  lis  occurrence,  the  verv  remedy  pro- 
posed, without  necessity  for  any  duty  whatever. 
This  effect  was  in  consistency  with  the  order  of 
nature,  in  which  evils,  whether  of  physical  oi 
social  character,  resulting  from  her  unforced  o^ 
erations,  were  invariably  found  to  generate  Iheu 
proper  remedies.  It  was  the  eternal  effort  of  poli- 
ticians to  supersede  this  salutary  order,  wnicb 
formed  tbe  source  of  half  the  mischiefs  by  which 
mankind  were  afflicted. 

The  attempt  bad  been  made  to  show,  that  the 
arlificialintroduction  of  a  domestic  marked  ibrougb, 
the  medium  of  manufactures,  was  superfluous^  as 
this  market  would,  at  tbe  proper  season,  be  intro- 
duced, without  exertion  or  expense,  by  a  spon- 
taneous operation.  But  suppose  tbe  contrary  to 
be  the  fact,  still  the  advantage  of  tbe  proposed 
policy  was,  to  say  tbe  least  of  it,  equivocal.  Then 
was  no  accewion  contemplated  as  the  result  of  this 
policy,  to  tbe  amount  of  capital  or  labor  The  eT- 
i'ect  contemplated  in  this  respect,  was  confined  to 
a  mere  change  of  destination,  ax  related  to  a  por- 
tion of  this  amount.  Nor  was  the  diversion  ex- 
pected to  be  made  to  a  mote  productive,  but  only 
(as  was  supposed,)  to  a  more  convenient,  employ- 
ment. This,  however,  was  the  slightest  form  of 
thcobjection.  If  it  appertained  to  the  schemeof  oui 
foreign  policy  to  prosecute  commercial  intercourse 
at  Bllwilh  other  nations,  our  account  must  be  laid 
in  tlie  calculation  of  a  general  equality  in  tbe  re- 
soeciive  amounts  of  our  foreign  sales  and  pur- 

We  had  been  accustomed  to  hear  a  great  deal 
said  on  the  subject  of  the  importance  of  the  pres- 
ervation of  a  favorable,  or  at  least  of  a  just,  bal- 
ance of  foreign  trade.  There  was  no  topic  con- 
nected with  the  knowlrdgeof  national  economy  so 
Utile  perplexed  and  difficult  in  its  nature,  which 
appeared  l«  be  so  iqadequalely  understood  as  this. 
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of  the  degree  of  interftrencE  which  was  required,  by 
good  policy,  to  be  exerted  in  adjintiog  the  results  of 
Foreign  commerce.  The  truth  was,  that  the  botance 
of  trade,  foreign  or  domestic,  cot  only  required  no 
exertion  of  care  for  its  preservation,  but  was  not 
the  subject  of  possible  permanent  derangement. 
Any  temporary  inclination  which  might  6e  occa- 
sionally communicated  (o  this  balance,  was  linhle 
to  immediate  and  ineTitable  self-eortection.  The 
continnance,  for  any  considerable  period,  of  an 
unequal  state  of  the  foreign  balance,  (if  such  a 
condiiioli  of  things  were  orpos5ibli>  cooitcQance,) 
would  operate  as  a  mischielf  instead  of  a  benefit, 
to  the  nation  in  whose  faror  it  prevailed,  inas- 
much as  the  ability  of  the  countries  against  whom 
the  balance  was  found,  to  discharge  the  debts 
created  by  their  purchases,  must,  in  such  circum- 
stances, become  exhausted. 

The  supposed  adTsntageous  balance  would  be 
speedily  ascertained  to  constitute  a  source  of  loss, 
and  would  ineTitably  derive  its  corrections  not 
from  the  party  to  whose  injury  it  promised  to  re- 
dound, but  the  party  to  whom  it  had  beeci  ap- 
parently franghl  with  advantage  in  the  outset.  A 
general  unfavorable  balance  of  trade  could  hare  a 
permanent  existence  against  no  other  country  than 
one  placed  in  the  condition  of  a  colony ;  and  the 
reason  of  its  possible  existence  In  the  case  of  a  col- 
ony was,  that  in  this  situation,  the  cain  *nd  loss 
of  the  operation  were  equalized  ana  invalidated 
by  the  circumstance  of  tlieir  falling  both  on  the 
saWe  parly,  namely,  the  country  which  was  the 
proprietor  of  the  colony.  Bo  that  this  ease  of  er- 
cefition  (as  was  the  foci  nnitersaily  6f  exceptions 
to  just  rules,)  tended  not  to  the  impeachment,  but 
confirmation  of  the  principle  relied  on.  Although, 
however,  the  preservation  of  an  enduring  ftvor- 
aihle  balance  of  foreign  trade  was  tieither  practi- 
cable nor  desirable,  there  was  nothing  more  easily 
practicable  than  tbereduciion,  to  any  extent,  of  the 
amount  of  foreign  commerce,  or  its  total  annihila- 
tipn,  as  respected  particular  countries,  provided 
regulattoos  fraught  with  this  result  could  be  found 
susceptible  of  etfectoaJ  execution.  The  first  of 
these  ejects  it  was  the  tendency  of  the  proposed 
policy  to  produce,  nor  did  there  appear  anv  cir- 
cumstance to  forbid  its  being  attended  with  the 
last  of  them.  The  redaction  of  demand  for  for- 
eign fabrics,  which  it  would  be  the  effect  of  the 
introduction  of  domestic  sources  of  supply  to  pro- 
dace,  must  be  attended  With  a  correspondent  dim- 
ination  in  the  foreign  demand  for  our  productions, 
from  the  operation  of  the  considerations  which 
had  been  adverted  to.  So  that,  whatever  might 
be  the  amount  of  the  advantage  expected  (d  be  re- 
alized from  the  operation  of  the  contemplated  sys- 
tem, in  the  establishment  or  extension  of  a  domes- 
tic market,  an  equal  amount  of  advant^^  must 
be  estimated  to  be  tost  in  the  reduction  of  the  ex- 
tent of  foreign  markets  consequent  on  the  opera- 
tion of  the  system. 

Let  the  susceptibilities  of  developnienl,  attrib- 
utable to  our  resources  of  production,  be  rated  at 
wliat  they  might,  the  foreign  market  could  not  be 
retained  in  the  same  extent  at  the  same  time  with 
the  proposed  establish  meut  or  extension  of  a  do- 


mestic market,  because  the  esffintial  ebaracteri*- 
tie  of  (he  source  of  iniroduction  or  extension  of 
the  domestic  market,  was  its  effect  to  produce  « 
propoiiionatc  iinpaitiQeni  of  the  demand  for  for- 
eign articles,  the  unreduced  o^ration  of  which 
demand  formed  the  condition  ot  an  unreduced  el- 
ten^ion  of  the  foreign  market.  The  sole  advan- 
tage would  consist  in  (he  introdnction  of  a  partial 
change  as  respected  its  location.  In  a  considera- 
tion of  acquisition,  the  relative  Bmonnts  of  gain 
and  loss  would  be  ralanced.  But  bb  eitension  of 
the  same  view  of  the  subject  would  materially 
vary  this  conclnsion.  When  ooce  we  had  em- 
barKed  in  this  policy  of  driving  the  countries  with 
which  we  enjoyed  relations  of  commercial  inter- 
conrae,  by  reauction  of  our  demand  for  their  ex- 
ports, to  a  system  of  dependence  on  other  Ronrces 
than  ourselves,  for  the  supply  of  their  occasions  of 
importation,  what  was  the  security  thai  it  would 
not  be  eventually  extended  beyond  the  amoont 
rendered  necessary  by  our  withdrawal  of  demantf, 
so  as  to  comprehend  the  whole  msas  of  their  occa- 
sions of  importation? 

A  resort,  in  particular,  to  the  ciiltivation  of  do- 
-meslie  resources  of  supply,  was  almost  invarisUy 
found  to  ^-MDt  irresistible  temptations  to  its  ex- 


lustbiner^  was  a  motive  of  obvious  occurrence  in 
:0-operalion  with  Inducements  of  this  descriptioB. 
The  result,  then,  of  the  policy  recommended  to  lis 
in  relation  to  the  introduction  of  a  domestic  mar- 
ket, through  the  Diedinm  of  the  ecoonragement  of 
manufactureis,  besides  involving  the  certainty  of  a 
loss  in  the  extent  of  the  foreign  tnarket,  equivalent 
to  the  acquisition  of  domestic  market,  led  to  en  ex- 
posure to  the  loss  of  a  mneh  larger  proportion,  or 
the  whole,  of  the  foreign  market.  In  the  best  re- 
sult of  the  policy,  there  could  be  no  gain  in  the 
extent  of  market.  In  a  diB^rent  result,  a  great 
deal,  of  every  thing,  in  this  respect,  might  be  lost 
A  course  of  policT  of  this  characta:  could  set  up 
no  pretensions  to  the  awud  of  an  imparti^  judg- 
ment in  its  fevor. 

Let,  then,  a  fair  account  be  staled  of  the  relatire 
amount  of  advantage  or  disadvantage  to  be  antici- 
pated from  the  proposed  system,  and  how  would 
the  balance  stand  ?  In  reference  to  the  supposed 
importance  of  the  introduction  of  domotic  soures 
of  supply  of  manufactured  articles,  the  whole  ad- 
vanti^ge  had  been  shown  to  be  contingent  on  a 
particular,  and  not  probable  or  frequent  event.  In 
reference  to  the  supposed  importance  of  the  intro- 
duction or  eitension  of  a  domestic  market,  through 
the  medium  of  manufacturing  establishments,  the 
advantage  had  been  shown,  in  the  most  favoraUe 
view  of  It  to  be  equivocal. 

What  were  the  items  of  o^t  to  be  stated?  A 
considerable  and  permanent  imposition  on  many 
of  the  articles  of  most  essentiar  consumption,  in 
the  amount  of  the  proposed  increase  of  duties; 
snbduclioo  from  agricultural  production  to  the 
amount  of  the  accession  to  manufactures;  dedtie- 
tion  from  the  foreign,  equivalent  to  the  ecquisttion 
of  domestic  market ;  exposure  to  the  haitarel  of 
greater  and  indefinite  deduction  from  the  ettetit 
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of  the  ume  market;  and,  fioally,  the  amount  of 
the  direct  or  other  taxation,  which  would  be  ren- 
dered neceioarv,  by  the  deficit  in  the  rereDue, 
wbir.h  it  would  be  the  effect  (as  was  admitted)  ol 
the  adoption  of  the  proposed  fyKtem  to  occasion. 
Bow  xtriking  was  the  diiiproportiou  of  objection 
o  the  itystemnbich  this  statement  exhibited  I   Nor 


exclusive  charges  upoo  the  aj^ricutiutal,  that  is  to 
My,  upon  the  predotrunating  interest  of  the  com- 
munity. The  justice  of  the  position  would  not 
be  dented  in  relation  to  any  other  than  the  last  of 
these  charges — the  addition  which  would  be  re- 
qoiied  to  taxation;  nor  wasit less  incontroTertible 
in  reUtion  to  this  one.  That  do  part  of  this  addi- 
tion could  be  derived  from  excise  on  the  manufac- 
tures designed  to  be  protected,  was  obvious,  from 
the  coDsideratian  that  the  effect  of  such  an  impo- 
attinn  would  be  to  countervail,  in  the  proportion 
of  its  amount,  the  operation  of  the  protection.  A 
resort  to  it,  therefore,  contemporaueously  with  the 
letention  of  the  protecting  duties,  would  be  mani- 
festly an  exercise  of  preposterous  legislation. 
Taxes  of  excise  were  not  to  be  anticipated  either 
from  the  genius  of  our  legislation,  which  was  ei^ 
tirely  averse  to  them,  nor,  if  resorted  to,  from  the 
mode  and  place  of  imposition,  which  the  same 
consideration  would  prescribe,  could  thej  fall  else- 
where than  on  the  class  of  consumers  of  the  arti- 
des  which  were  made  the  subjects  of  them.  The 
taxation  in  question,  theieforej  would  be  found  in 
no  degree  to  adect  the  manufacturing  interests  of 
the  country,  but  would  operate  as  an  exclusive 
burden  on  its  other  interests,  for  the  benefit  of  this 
peculiar  one.  The  most  influential  recommenda- 
tion of  a  resort  to  protective  duties,  in  any  instance, 
had  been  invariably  found^  in  its  alleged  tendencj^, 
to  an  ultimate  reduction  lu  the  price  of  the  arti' 
clee  in  whose  favor  it  was  proposed.  No  indem- 
nification of  this  kind,  however,  could  be  antici- 
pated in  the  circumstances  now  under  consident- 
tioa.    Reduction  of  price  had  but 


IS  subject  to  the  demand  far  il.  In  the 
articles  for  which  protection  was  proposed,  the 
total  amount  of  supply  could  experience  no  in- 
crease, but,  on  the  contrary,  must  sustain  diminu- 
tion, if  left  to  exclusive  dependence  and  domestic 
resources.  And  in  the  fall,  or  in  a  greater  propor- 
tion than  the  augmentation  from  domestic,  the 
supply  from  foreign  aources  must  be  reduced.  On 
this  [4rt  of  the  subject,  there  was  the  argument  of 
a  fact  which  was  conclusive.  There  were  various 
articles  comiH'ehended  in  one  subsisting  tari£  on 
which,  at  a  very  early  period  in  the  history  of^our 
GovemmeDt,  duties  soneavy  had  been  charged  as 
to  have  the  effect  of  prohibition  on  their  importa- 
tion, as  respected  any  purpose  of  a  general  supply. 
The  articles  alluded  to  were  those  which  consti- 
tuted the  first  class  in  the  distribution  of  the  farmer 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Mr.  Dallas,  in  his  report 
vpon  the  subject  laid  before  Caueress  in  the  year 
181.6,  when  'the  subsisting  tariff  nad  been  under 
conuderation.    Had  iheie  articles  (manufactures 


af  which  the  principal  material  was  leather  or 
wood,  for  eiamplej)  undergone  reduction  of  price 
at  any  time  posterior  to  the  imposition  of  the  ex- 
traorainary  duties  for  their  protection?  On  the 
contra^,  had  they  not  maintained  the  dispropor- 
tionately high  price  which  they  derived  from  the 
imposition  of  inose  duties,  in  a  state  continually 
progressive  with  their  operation  1  These  weie 
articles,  too,  in  relation  to  which  it  was  to  be  ol>- 
served  that  the  materials  were  neither  attended 
with  any  uncommon  difficulty  in  the  procurement 
nor  the  preparatory  acquisitions  of  skill,  or  imple- 
ments, required  for  their  manufacture,  of  any  con- 
stdtrable  importance.  The  argument  of  a  fact 
like  this,  admitting  no  dispute,  had  no  occasion 
for  reinforcement,  and  left  no  room  for  the  con- 


There  was  a  peculiar  consideration  affecting 
the  condition  of  toe  larger  portion  of  foreign  man- 
ufactures, which  rendered  the  error  of  attempting 
to  substitute  the  supplv  of  them  from  domestic 
sources,  susceptible  of  ceing  placed  in  a  striking 
point  of  view.  This  consideration  related  to  the 
necessary  adrantaf^e  which  these  manufacture* 
enjoyed  m  comparison  with  the  domestic,  as  re- 
spected the  important  characteristic  of  cheapness. 
The  principal  element  in  the  price  of  any  article 
was  derived  from  the  value  of  the  labor  employed 
in  producing  iL  The  principal  circumstance  d«- 
termining  the  value  of  labor,  was  the  value  of  the 
subsistence  required  for  its  supporL  Thelast  value 
was  determined,  in  its  turn,  bv  a  consideration  not 
merely  of  the  liind  and  style  of  subsistence  to 
which  the  classes  employed  in  labor  were  accus- 

But  in  these  respects  the  operation  of  artificial 
social  arrangements,  and  of  their  own  dispropor- 
tionate multiplication,  in  reference  to  the  regu- 
lar occasions  of  employment,  had  sunk  the  condi- 
tion of  the  laboring  classes,  in  the  countries  with 
which  we  enjoyed  tae  largest  share  of  commercial 
intercourse,  to  a  very  low  point  of  depression. 
From  the  causes  stated,  and  perhaps  some  others, 
their  modes  of  subsUtence,  as  respected  both  the 
quantity  and  description  of  its  supply,  had  became, 
to  the  last  degree,  penurious.  The  amount  of  tbeir 
pecuniary  compensation  had  been  of  course  pro- 
portionately  noected.  A  laborer  in  those  coim- 
Iries  was  in  the  practice  of  receiving  scarcely  a 
greater  number  of  pence  than  one  engaged  in  B 
similar  mode  of  occupation  in  ours  required  shil- 
'■        "     remuneration  of  his  labor.     The  neces- 


bad  been  the  depression  of  the  real  value,  as  well 
as  pecuniary  price,  of  the  productions  of  labor  ia 
such  countries,  below  the  just  standard  of  the  value 
and  price  of  productions  of  the  same  denomination 
and  quality  in  our  country.  Here  was  a  peculiar- 
ity, creatioK  a  source  of  recommendation  of  for- 
eign  manufactures,  of  which  sound  policy  would 
teach  us  rather  to  endeavor  to  avail  ourselves  of 
the  advautage,  than  obstinately  to  contend  against 
it.  A  further  source  of  similar  advantage  wa» 
found  in  the  peculiar  character  and  latitude  of  the 
commercial  regulations,  entirely  inconsistent  with 
the  genius  of  our  institutions,  of  which  the  forma 
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of  goveinmeat  aod  polity  prevailing  in  other 
eoDDtries,  admitted  the  adoption  and  enforcement ; 
K^lalioasj  of  which  the  policy  was  to  keep  down 
the  priceof  the  raw  material  of  manufacture,  (like 
that  by  which  the  price  of  .wool  was  reduced  fifty 
per  cent,  in  Great  Britain,)  or  of  which  tbedesizn 
Waa  to  force  an  extraordmaiy  production  of  tLe 
raw  material,  like  many  of  the  regulstioQa  of 
France,  were  ezempli&cations  of  the  remark.  If 
the  question  related  to  the  propriety  of  arailing 
ourselves  of  the  physical  advantages  of  other  conn- 
tries  in  giving  direction  to  our  commercial  policy, 
instead  of  engaging  in  an  injutious  competition 
with  these  advantage?,  there  would  be  no  diversity 
of  opinion  as  to  the  course  to  be  pursued.  It  coold 
not  be  made  a  question,  for  example,  whether  there 
would  be{>olicy  in  availing  oursetveaof,  or  in  con-' 
lending  with^  the  advantages  of  France  for  the 
growth  of  wines  and  olives  (supposing  that  our 
■oil  and  climate  admitted  of  being  forced  to  the 

rwth  of  such  products,)  or  of  the  West  Indies, 
the  supply  of  tropical  productions.  What 
greater  reason  conid  there  be  for  refusing  to  avail 
ourselves  of  the  benefit  of  political  or  social  pecu' 
liarilies,  presented  by  the  circumstances  of  other 
countries,  or  for  insisting  on  contending  with 
theml  It  might  be  affirmed  without  difficuKv  that 
no  adequate  reasons  for  such  a  policy  could  be 
BMigned. 

The  East  India  trade  had  been  supposed  to  fur- 
nish conclusions  opposed  to  those  which  had  been 
stated.  But,  admitting  the  injurious  character  of 
this  trade,  it  whs  indebted  for  (his  character  to 
circumstances  ef  peculiar  operation  in  no  desree 
affecting  the  general  results  of  the  reasoning  which 
had  been  rePied  on.  The  India  trade  was  inju- 
rious, because,  from  not  taking  our  own  immedi- 
ate productions,  it  was  in  fact  an  indirect  trade, 
and  because  it  was  unusually  remote  in  its  returns, 
and  not  in  consequence  of  its  supposed  tendency 
to  deprive  us  of  specie,  or  because  it  was  a  losing 
trade,  from  creating  an  unfavoraUe  balance. 

The  situation  of  this  country,  as  respected  its 
commercial  relations,  was  peculiar,  and  extremely 
favorable.  Our  surplus  resources  of  agricultural 
productions  were  extraordinary,  and  we  emoyed, 
in  a  large  admission  of  our  productions  into  fDreirn 

Sorts,  tlie  most  advantageous  facilities  for  the 
evelopement  of  these  resources.  Were  we  pos- 
sessed of  any  indefeasible  security  for  the  preser- 
vation of  Ibis  advantageous  situation  from  the 
peculiar  chsmcteF  of  our  productions,  rendering 
them  thesubiects  of  indispensable  supply  to  foreign 
nations  ?  This  was  so  far  from  bemg  the  fact, 
that  there  was  perhaps  scarcely  oneof  our  products 
of  exportation  which  the  countries  we  were  hc- 
customed  to  furnish  did  not  enjoy  capacities  of 
producing  for  themselves,  to  the  full  extent  of  their 
respective  occasions  of  consumption.  For  the  lib- 
eral opportunities  allowed  as  of  supplying  them, 
we  were  indebted  principally  to  a  circumstance 
foreign  altogether  lo  any  peculiar  character,  or  in- 
dispensable occasion  for  tne  supply  of  our  prodDc- 
tions,  namely,  habits  of  commercial  intercourse 
generated  from  the  original  colonial  relation  of  all 
Americati  settlements  to  European  countries.    No 


eventual  disseverance  of  connexion  having  been 
apprehended,  the  industry  of  the  nations  of  Europe 
had  taken  its  directions  from  a  policy  of  precaution 
against  interference  with  the  productions  of  the 
colonies.  It  was  the  continuance  of  these  direc- 
tions of  industry  in  European  countries,  produced 
chiefly  by  the  characteristic  reluctance  otinduslry 
tochange,asrespectedthe  modes  of  its  employment, 
which  formed  the  tenure  by  which  we  held  otir 
singular  advantages  in  the  commercial  intercotirBe 
witn  Europe.  This  tenure  was  readily  liable  to 
rupture,  and  the  tendency  of  the  policy  at  present 
recommended  to  us  was  calculated  to  try  its 
strength.  And  what  was  the  character  of  the  con- 
sideration for  which  the  experiment  of  Ibis  perilous 
pcJicy  was  required  to  be  nazarded  1  The  unat- 
tainable object  of  placing  ourselves  in  a  situation 
in  which  we  should  be  enabled  to  supply  our  pro- 
ducts to  foreign  nations,  without  proportionate 
purchases  of  their  productions  in  return.  Had  an 
mstance  ever  occurred  in  which  advantages  so 
considerable  had  been  put  to  hazard  on  an  issue  so 
extravagant  1 

There  was  a  single  consideration  which  merited 
to  be  regarded  as  conclusive  against  the  policy  of 
contributing  the  proposed  encouragement  to  man- 
ufactures, and  that  was  derived  Irom  the  fact  of 
their  inability  to  maintain  themselves,  indepen- 
dently of  artificial  support,  in  the  neighborhood  of 
the  moat  abundant  supply  of  their  most  essential 
materials.  If  they  required  further  advantage  in 
the  competition  with  foreign  febrics,  than  was  sup- 
plied by  exemption  from  tne  multifarious  expenses 
mcideni  to  the  transport  of  the  material,  and  re- 
transport  of  the  WTougUl  article  between  Europe 
and  this  country,  the  inference  was  irresistiUe 
against  the  claims  which  were  set  up,  in  dieir 
behalf,  to  extraordinary  encouragement. 

One  of  the  most  persuasive  topics  of  argument 
employed  in  support  of  the  svstem  of  encourage- 
ment, was  derived  from  the  alleged  efficacy  of  th^ 
policy,  in  forwarding  a  condition  of  independence 
of  other  nations  as  respected  all  purposes  of  supply 
of  essential  commodity.  This  argument  (as  was 
the  case  of  many  others  of  influence  in  the  world) 
derived  its  efficacy  entirely  from  its  vagueness. 
It  had  already  been  shown,  that,  if  commetciaj 
intercourse  were  to  be  prosecuted  at  all  with  foreign 
nations,  it  could  not  oe  exempt  from  a  condition 
of  our  receiving  the  productions  of  their  soil  or 
indnstrv  to  an  equal  amount  in  value  with  those 
with  which  wc  supplied  them.  Absolute  indepen- 
dence, therefore,  of  other  nations,  for  purposes 
either  of  the  vent  of  our  productions,  or  of  the  sup- 
ply of  our  wants,  was  an  object  unattainable,  except 
ty  the  annihilation  of  foreign  commerce.  There 
was  no  person,  however,  who  designed  a  sacrifice 
of  this  extent,  to  the  phantom  vmich  had  bem 
conjured  up  with  tbe  name  of  national  indepen- 
dence. The  peculiarities  of  physical  and  moral 
character  and  condition,  whicn  distinguished  dif- 
ferent countries  and  nations,  bound  tnem  in  an 
indissoluble  chain  of  commercial  intercourse,  af- 
fording, at  the  same  time,  value  to  their  vanoua 
productions,  and  supply  to  their  reciprocal  wants, 
and  exercise  to  their  diverFGed  capacities.    Any 
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considerable  and  designed  otelruclion  of  this  id- 
le  would  involve  the  grossest  contravention 


the  United  Slates  presented  the 
ample  in  human  history.  It  was  to  the  singular 
freedom  of  circulation  wbich  had  been  permilted 
to  the  productions  of  tbeit  industry  and  iKtil,  that 
their  unparalleled  prosperity  was  to  be  principally 
ascribed.  HowegTegiously,lbitn,did  those  persons 
appear  to  be  misled  who  were  disposed  to  convert 
to  a  Chinese  staguatiotf  the  current  of  Ibis  liberal 
and  beneficial  policy.  The  fact  was,  however, 
that  the  policy  in  question  was  endued  with  no 
tendency  of  the  character  of  that  imputed  to  it.  Its 
ftal  tendency  was  the  reverse.  An  extended  man- 
ufacturing system  led  directly  to  the  most  injurious 
cgndicion  of  commeiciat  dependence.  The  modes 
of  the  production  of  this  effect  were  sereral.  The 
most  obvious  was,  the  influence  of  the  system  in 
the  atetr&ction  of  capital  and  labor  from  agricul- 
tural employment.  A  further  medium  of  the  same 
result  was  found  in  the  influence  of  an  eilended 
■nqoufacturing  population,  by  the  extraordinary 
demand  it  created  for  less  essential  articles  of  con- 
Gumptioik,  (meats,  &c.,)  to  octrasion  an  undue  di- 
Te(sion  of  land  from  (be  production  of  corn,  the 
principal  element  of  subsistence,  as  well  as  many 
of  the  most  important  materials  of  manufactures, 
Capital  labor,  and  land,  the  sources  of  supply, 
were  all  diverted,  in  undue  and  iojuriou^ropor- 
tions,  from  the  production  of  the  most  Kaential 
subjects  of  supply,  by  the  operation  of  an  extended 
wstem  of  manutacturing.  Such  a  system  was, 
therefore,  in  the  highest  degree,  unfavorable  to  a 
condition  of  national  independence,  as  respected 
Occasions  of  importation,  it  was  no  less  so  as 
tespecled  those  of  exportation.  The  natural  ad- 
vance of  countries  engaged  in  supplying  others 
with  agricultural  productions,  by  the  correspondent 

SDWtE  of  population  and  domestic  demand  for 
eseprodactions,  which  accompanied  thaladvance, 
1^  to  a  progressive  diminution  in  the  amount  of 
the  supply  Tor  external  purposes.    The  occasion 
and  demand  of  these  countries,  too,  for  foreign 
products,  must  undergo  reduction  in  proportion  as 
the  domestic  was  found  available,  and  came  to  be 
relied  on.    Both  the  supply,  then,  of  the  subsistence 
and  materials  of  industry,  from  such  countries  ' 
the  manufacturing  countries  depending  on  the 
and  their  consumption  of  the  maDufaciuies  of  thi 
last  countries,  must  be  liable  lo  a  declension  p 
Betually  progressive,  as  reiipected  their  amoui 
The  operation  of  this  state  of  things  on  the  mi 
ufBCturin|r  countries  required  no  explanation.   I 
the  occasional  influence  of  unfavorable  seasons 
political  vicissitudes,  in  affecting  the  r^ularity  of 
coinmercial  supply  and  demand,  be  resarded,  in 
addition,  and  the  true  character  of  the  policy  under 
discussion,  in  the  relation  in  which  it  was  now 
examined,  would  be  presented  in  a  just  point  of 
view.     The  effects  of  this  policjr  were  not,  indeed, 
eusceptible  of  complete  realization,  as  rei^pected  a 
CounlryoftheimmenseandalmostboundtessextepI 
and  capacity  of  production  of  the  United  Slates. 
Thedevelopement  of  its  operation  would,  however, 
be  complete  as  respected  the  different  sections  of 


the  country,  oonsidered  in  their  relations  to  eack 
other.  The  sections  in  which  the  manufacturing 
system  should  come  lo  prevail  extensively,  (the 
northern,  dec.,)  must  be  subjected  to  a  dependence, 
such  as  bad  been  described,  on  the  quarter  which 
would  remain  exclusively  engaged  in  agriculture, 
(the  bouthern  section.)  If  the  parts  were  destined 
to  a  disseverance  of  their  present  political  confed- 
eracy, the  diMdvantage  of  such  a  stale  of  things  as 
had  tKen  described,  to  ibc  northern  section,  would 
be  aggravated  beyond  its  effect  in  the  case  of  an 
ordinary  foreign  nation,  by  the  influence  of  inevi- 
table political  jealou.sies,  and  the  feelings  generated 
by  the  rivalry  of  neighborhood.  If  the  confede- 
racy were  lo  continue,  on  the  other  band,  a  pre- 
domiomling  influence  would  be  acquired  to  the 
southern  section  in  the  Greneral  Council  and  Ad- 
straiion.  Such  an  inclination  of  the  balance 
of  influence  would,  (in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Abcheh,) 
be  attended  with  far  less  hazard,  of  an  abusive  or 
injurious  employment  of  the  power  it  would  con- 
vey, than  an  inclination  in  the  contrary  direction. 
iQctination  in  any  direction,  however,  produced 
by  artificial  means,  was  no  subject  for  approhation. 
But  the  objection  of  greatest  force  to  an  ex- 
tended man  ufaciu ring  system  related  to  the  char- 
acter of  the  population  it  had  e  tendency  to  form. 
What  kind  of  population  was  it?  A  population 
distorted  and  decrepid,  as  respects  both  nodily  and 
mental  endowments,  equally  marlied  by  imbecility 
and  abasement.  How  unlike  our  ancestors  achiev- 
ing the  Revolution,  or  meriting  the  splendid  eu- 
logy which  described  ibem  as  pursuing  the  objects 
01  commercial  enterprise,  wiin  equal  intrepidity, 
saMcity,  and  perseverance,  under  every  variety  of 
difficulty  and  climate,  beneath  the  equinoctial 
heats,  or  amid  the  tumbling  mountains  of  ice, 
under  the  Rrozeni  serpent  or  the  polel  In  larse 
manufacturing  establishments,  ihe  worst  evils, 
physical  and  morel,  found  their  source  or  refuge. 
It  was  in  such  nurseries  that  pestilence  was  most 
accustomed  to  lake  its  birth  and  collect  its  venorD. 
It  was  in  these  armories  that  death  best  delighted 
to  forge  his  arrows,  and  made  the  first  and  moat 
effectual  essay  of  their  virtue.  The  moral  evils 
derived  from  (he  same  sources  were  of  a  character 
no  less  conspicuous.  It  was  not  less  true  of  moral 
than  it  was  of  material  subjec[s,  that,  when  col- 


prone  to  undergo  a  lermentive  proce&s,  i 
sume  a  putrefactive  condition.  AmoDg  civilized 
nations,  accordingly,  the  heated  and  surcharged 
Bimospnere  of  extensive  tnanulacturing  establish- 
ments was  found  to  present  the  situation  most  im- 
avorable  (o  moral  sanity. 

It  was  in  a  political  view,  however,  that  tike 
evil  of  an  extended  mBnufac(uring  population  was 
the  most  striking.  This  portion  of  population  was 
not  to  be  excluded  from  political  rights.  And  what 
was  their  qualification  likely  to  prove  for  the  ex- 
ercise of  such  rights'?  In  the  most  favorable  gene- 
ral estimate,  depending  for  the  means  of  occupa- 
tion and  subsistence  on  the  class  of  employers,  thejr 
were  to  be  regarded  as  liable  to  become  (be  mere 
instruments  of  that  class,  in  the  discharge  of  pQliti- 
cal  functions.    This  was  no  ordinary  evil.    But, 
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ivete  gcDDral  distress,  oi  political 
excitem«al,  be  taken  into  view,  and  in  Avhat  light 
was  this  population  then  to  be  r^rded?  As  an 
element  of  civil  distempei:,  distributed  through  the 
State,  liable,  with  the  slightest  tuciteineDt  fiom 
accident  or  misiQanagemeot^  to  be  awakened  into 
paroxysm.  Nor  were  the  disorders  to  which  this 
aesciipIioQ  of  population  was  prone  by  any  means 
the  most  injurious  of  the  evils  attendant  on  it.  A 
br  worse  characteristic  was  it£  tendency,  through 
the  medium  of  this  liability  to  disorder,  to  give  oc- 
casion to  an  arbitrary  admiaislration  of  Govern- 
ment, and,  fioally,  to  injurious  modifications  of 
die  form  of  it.  By  the  frequent  recurrence  of  civil 
disorders,  or  maoifestalion  of  disposition  to  them, 
Qovemment  became  supplied  with  incitements 
and  opportunity  for  the  exercise  and  permanent 
assumption  of  dangerous  powers,  and  theii  sub- 
jects with  inducements  for  submission  to  them, 
as  a  refuge  against  more  ititolerable  calamities. 
These  views  were  neither  visionary  nor  question- 
able. They  derived  abundant  confirmation  from 
the  suggestions  both  of  reason  and  enerience. 
Other  nations,  indeed,  had  not  always  had  it  in 
their  power  to  avoid  the  admission  of  a  manufac- 
turing policy  lo  a  considerable  eilent.  There 
were  circumstances  distinguishing  the  physical  or 
political  condition  of  some  countries,  and  a  stage 
in  the  progress  of  society,  of  which  an  extensive 
preraleoce  of  the  manufacturing  sy^em  was  to  be 
considered  the  natural  result  or  attendant.  The 
peculiarity  of  the  error  of  which  we  evinced  a  dis- 
position to  be  guilty,  would  consist  in  the  volun- 
tary, artificial,  and  premature  introduction  of  this 
splem,which  other  nations  had  wBQled,and  we  our- 
selves might  eventually  want,  the  power  to  escape 
from.  V/  ith  those,  however,  who  entertained  a  dif- 
ferent opinion  as  respected  ttie  value  of  the  system, 
the  objection  to  premature  introduction  ought  to 

have  an  undiminished  wei"*"'  ""  '■"" '-    '  '" 

troduction  could  not  fail 

imEairment,  both  of  its  stability  and  advantages. 

The  true  operation  of  this  manufacturing  policy 
was  so  clearly  evinced,  in  the  greater  liability  of 
the  manufactoring  classes  to  suffering  in  seasons 
of  distress,  that,  if  the  question  could  be  entirely 
disconnected  from  sympathy  for  subsisting  or  re- 
cent distress,  the  expectation  was  no  unfair  one, 
that  the  room  for  diversity  of  opinion  would  be 
materially  diminished.  In  relation  to  this  part  of 
the  subject,  however,  it  was  to  he  recollected,  that 
tlie  occasion  furnished  iio  proper  scope  for  the  ia- 
dolgence  of  sympathy ;  and,  in  a  juster  view  of 
the  qtiestion,;  it  could  not  be  good  policy  to  main- 
Iain,  by  the  ibrce  of  legislation^  a  system  which  it 
would  not  be  good  policy  to  originate. 

On  the  view  of  the  proposed  policy  which  re- 
lated to  its  probable  operation  on  the  revenue, 
(which,  in  its  general  results,  was  perhaps  suffi- 
ciently obvious.)  Mr.  A-  would  only  make  the 
sinele  remark,  ihai  when  the  interests  of  revenue 
■an  manutactiires  were  both  admitted  to  be  saf- 
fering  under  severe  depression,  the  policy  must,  to 
uy  the  least  of  it,  be  questionable,  which  proposed 
the  sacrifice  of  one,  and  that  not  the  least  impor- 
tant, of  these  interests,  for  thepromotion  of  the  ouier. 


Upon  the  whole,  Mr.  A.  regarded  the  bill  as  in- 
volving an  imposition  considerable  in  amount,  and 
which  was  neither  just  in  its  principle  uoi  equal 
in  its  operation.  The  beneficial  reiiults  antici- 
pated from  its  adoption  he  considered  as  illusory, 
and  conceived,  on  tile  contrary,  that  its  operation 
would  be  found  fraught  with  no  ordinary  detri- 
ment to  the  most  essential  interests  of  the  com- 
munity. He  could  not  but  hope,  therefore,  that 
it  would  obtain  the  singular  testimony  lo  its  merit 
which  the  cbairmaa  of  the  committee  (Mr.  Bald- 
wtn)  had  spoken  of  as  the  most  conclusive  and 
unquestionable,  viz:  that  of  giving  dissatisfaction 
to  every  part  of  the  House.  This  praise  it  had 
already  earned,  as  respecteil  one  quarter  of  the 
House;  ai|d  it  vrns  attended  by  the  hearty  good 
wishes  of  Mr.  A.  for  similar  success  in  every  other 
quarter.  To  the  general  principle  of  this  meas- 
ure, he  could  not  express  hts  objection  more  aptly 
than  in  the  reason  as.figned  by  an  ancient  Engjisn 
patriot,  when  called  to  expiate  his  altacbment  tu 
liberty  on  the  scaffold,  for  resistance  to  an  arbi- 
trary Government.  He  said  be  had  never  been 
able  lo  discover  that  "some  men  came  into  the 
world  with  saddles  on  their  hacks,  and  others 
booted  and  spurred  to  ride  them."  Neither  could 
Mr.  A.  admit  that  parties  came  into  the  Federal 
Union  in  any  such  relative  conditions.  And  he 
would  take  occasion  lo  warn  gentlemen  who 
thought,  by  means  of  the  present  or  any  other  in- 
justice, to  mount  upon  the  backs  of  the  Suuthera 
people,  that  they  would  find  their  seats  neilhor 
pleasant,  nor  so  entirely  secure  but  that  tbcy  might 
chance  to  encounter  a  fail,  from  the  effects  of 
which  it  might  not  be  easy  to  recover. 

Mr.  Clav,  of  Kentucky,  addressed  the  Chair  as 
follows : 

Mr.  Chairman,  whatever  may  he  the  value  of 
my  opinions  upon  the  interesting  subject  now  be- 
fore us,  they  have  not  been  hastily  formed.  It 
may  possibly  be  recollected  by  some  gentlemen 
that  I  expressed  them  when  the  existing  tariff  was 
adopted;  and  that  I  then  urged  that  the  period  of 
the  termination  of  a  war,  during  which  the  man- 
ufacturing industry  of  the  country  bad  received  B 
powerful  spring,  was  precisely  that  period  when 
Government  was  alike  impelled,  by  duty  and  in- 
terest, to  protect  it  against  the  free  admission  of 
foreign  faorics.  consequent  upon  a  state  of  peace. 
I  insisted,  on  that  occasion,  that  a  less  measure  of 
protection  would  prove  more  efficacious,  at  that 
time  than  one  of  greater  extent  at  a  future  day. 
My  wishes  prevailed  only  in  part;  and  we  are. 
now  called  upon  to  decide  whether  we  will  cor- 
rect the  error  which,  I  think,  we  then  committed. 

In  considering  the  subject,  the  fini  important 
inquiry  that  we  should  make  is,  whether  it  be  de- 
sirable that  such  a  portion  of  the  capital  and  labor 
of  the  country  shotud  be  employed,  in  the  business 
of  manufacturing,  as  would  furnish  a  supply  of  our 
necessary  wants?  Since  the  first  colonization  of 
America,  the  principal  direction  of  the  labor  and 
capital  of  the  tohabiiaots  has  been  to  produce  raw 
materials  for  the  consumption  or  fabrication  of 
foreign  nations.  We  have  always  had,  in  great 
abuodance,  the  means  of  subsistence,  hut  we  nave 
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derired  chiefl;  from  other  coantrtes  our  cloihes 
and  the  instruments  of  defence.  Szcept  during 
diose  intemiptions  of  commerce  arising  from  s 
■tate  of  war,  or  from  measures  adopted  lor  Tindi- 
cating  our  commercial  rigbts,  we  have  experienced 
no  very  great  iuconTenience  heretofore  from  this 
mode  of  supply.  The  limited  amount  of  our  sur- 
jdus  produce,  resulting  from  the  smallness  of  our 
numbers,  and  the  long  and  arduous  conTulxions  of 
Europe,  secured  us  good  markets  for  thai  surplus 
in  her  ports  or  those  of  hrr  colonies.  But  those 
convulsions  have  now  ceased,  and  our  population 
has  reached  nearly  ten  millions.  A  new  epoch 
has  arisen,  and  it  becomes  us  to  deliberately  con- 
template our  own  actual  condition,  and  the  reia- 
tioas  which  are  likely  to  exist  between  us  and  the 
c^er  parts  of  the  world.  The  actual  state  of  our 
population,  and  the  ratio  of  its  prcwressive  increase 
when  compared  with  the  ratio  of  the  increase  of 
the  populaiioa  of  the  countrien  which  have  hith- 
erto consumed  our  raw  produce,  seem  to  me  alone 
to  demonstrate  the  necessity  of  oirerting  some  por- 
tion of  our  industry  from  its  accustomed  employ- 
ment. We  duplicate  our  population  in  about  the 
term  of  twenty-five  years.  If  there  be  no  change 
in  the  mode  ot  exerting  our  industry,  we  shall  du- 
j^cate.  in  the  same  term,  the  amount  of  our  ex- 
portable  produce.  Europe,  including  such  of  her 
colonies  as  we  hare  free  access  to,  taken  alto- 
gether, does  not  duplicate  her  population  in  a 
shorter  term  probably  than  one  hundred  years. 
The  ratio  of  the  increase  of  her  capacity  of  con- 
sumption,  therefore,  is  to  that  of  our  capacity  of 
production  as  one  is  to  four.  And  it  is  manifest, 
from  this  simple  exhibition  of  the  powers  of  the 
consuming  countries,  compared  with  those  of  the 
supplying  country,  that  the  former  are  inadequate 
to  the  latter.  It  is  certainly  true,  that  a  portion  of 
the  mass  of  our  raw  produce,  which  we  transmit 
to  her,  revert  sto  ns  in  a  fabricated  form,  and  that 
this  return  augments  with  our  increasing  popula- 
tion. This  is,  however,  a  very  inconsiderable  ad- 
dition to  her  actual  ability  to  afibrd  a  market  for 
the  produce  of  our  industry. 

I  believe  that  we  are  already^  b^inning  to  ex- 
perience this  want  of  capacity  in  Europe  to  coa- 
sume  our  snrplus  produce.  Take  the  great  arti- 
cles of  cotton,  tobacco,  and  breadsIuSs.  For  the 
latter  we  have  scarcely  any  foreign  demand.  And 
is  there  not  reason  to  believe  that  we  have  reached, 
if  we  have  not  passed,  the  maximum  of  the  for- 
eign demand  for  the  other  two  articles?  Consid- 
erations connected  with  the  cheapness  of  cotton, 
as  a  raw  material,  and  the  facility  with  which  it 
can  be  fabricated,  will  probably  make  it  be  more 
and  more  used  as  a  substitute  for  other  materials. 
But  after  you  allow  to  the  demand  for  it  the  ut- 
most extension  of  which  it  is  susceptible,  it  is  yet 
limited — limited  by  the  number  of  persons  who 
use  it,  their  wants,  and'their  ability  to  supply  them. 
If  we  have  not  reached,  therefore,  the  maximum 
of  the  foreign  demand — as  I  believe  we  have — we 
must  soon  fully  satisfy  it  With  respect  to  to- 
bacco, that  article  afforded  an  enjoyment  not  ne- 
cessary, as  food  and  clothes  are,  to  human  exist- 
ence, th«  ftffeign  demand  for  it  is  still  more  preca- 


rious, and  I  apprehend  thatwe  have  already  passed 
the  limits  of  it.  It  appears  to  me,  then,  that  if 
we  consult  our  interest  merely,  we  ought  to  en- 
eoarage  home  manufactures.  But  there  were  other 
motives  recommending  it,  of  not  less  importance. 

The  wants  of  man  may  be  classed  under  three 
great  heads — food,  raiment,  and  defence.  They 
are  felt  alike  in  the  state  of  barbarity  and  in  that  of 
civilization.  He  must  be  defended  against  the 
ferocious  beasts  of  prey  in  the  one  coodilion,  and 
against  the  ambition,  violence,  and  injustice,  inci- 
dent to  the  other.  If  he  seeks  to  obtain  a  supply 
of  those  wants,  without  giving  an  equivalent,  he 


if  by  a  commerce,  in  which  there  is  perfect  free- 
dom on  his  side,  whilst  he  meets  with  nothing  but 
restrictions  on  the  other,  he  submits  to  an  unjutt 
and  degrading  inequality.  What  is  true  of  indi- 
viduals is  eqoally  so  of  nations.  The  country, 
then,  which  relies  upon  foreign  nations  for  either 
of  those  great  essentials,  is  not  in  fact,  independent 
Nor  is  it  any  compensation  for  our  dependence 
upon  other  nations,  that  they  also  are  dependent 
upon  us,  if  it  wfre  true.  Every  nation  should  anx- 
iously endeavor  to  establish  its  absolute  independ- 
ence, and,  consequently,  to  feed  and  clothe  and 
defend  itself.  It  it  rely  upon  a  foreign  supply, 
that  may  be  cut  off  by  the  caprice  of  the  nation 
making  it,  by  war  with  it,  or  by  war  even  with 
other  nations.  But  it  is  not  true  that  any  other 
nations  depend  upon  us  in  a  degree  any  ihiog  like 
equal  to  that  of  our  dependence  upon  them,  for  the 
great  necessaries  to  which  I  have  referred.  Every 
other  nation  seeks  to  supply  itself  with  them  from 
its  own  resources ;  and  sostrong  is  the  desire  which 
they  feel  to  accomplish  this  purpose^  that  they  ex- 
clude the  cheaper  foreign  article  for  the  dearer 
home  production.  Witness  the  English  policy  in 
T^ard  to  corn.  So  selfish,  in  this  respect,  is  the 
conduct  of  the  other  Powers,  that,  in  some  in- 
stances, they  even  prohibit  the  produce  of  the  in- 
dustry of  their  own  colonies,  when  it  cumes  into 
competition  with  the  produce  of  the  parent  coun- 
trj.  All  other  countries  but  our  own  exclude,  by 
high  duties,  or  absolute  prohibitions,  whatever 
they  can.  respectively,  produce  within  tfaemselvea. 
The  trutn  is,  and  it  was  in  vain  to  disguise  it,  that 
we  are  a  sort  of  independent  colonies  of  England — 
politicaUy  free,  commercially  slaves.  Gentlemen 
tell  us  the  advantages  of  a  free  exchange  of  the 
produce  of  the  world.  But  tbey  tell  us  of  what 
never  has  existed,  does  not  exist,  and  perhaps 
never  will  exist.  They  invoke  us  to  give  perfect 
freedom  on  our  side,  whilst,  in  the  ports  at  every 
other  nation,  we  are  met  with  a  code  of  odious 
restrictions,  shutting  out  entirely  a  great  part  of 
our  produce^  and  letting  in  only  so  much  as  ihey 
cannot  possibly  do  without  1  wilt  hereafter  exa- 
mine their  favorite  maxim,  of  leaving  things  to 
themselves,  more  particularly.  At  present  I  will 
only  say,  that  1  am^  too,  a  friend  to  free  trade,  but  it 
roast  beiree  trade  of  perfect  reciprocity.  Ifthe  gov- 
erning consideration  were  cheapness ;  if  national 
independence  were  to  weigh  nothing ;  if  honor 
_..i___    _.  .    ..     .  ■•uefofgign  Powers  to  de- 
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fend  OS?  Why  not  hire  Swiss  or  Hessian  armies 
to  protect  as  1  Why  not  Kel  our  arms  of  all  kinds, 
ax  we  do,  in  part,  the  blanlcetR  and  clothing  of  our 
soldiers,  froin  abroad  7  We  should  probably  con- 
sntt  economy  by  these  dangerous  expedients. 

But,  say  gentlemen,  there  are  to  the  manufac- 
turing system  some  inherent  objectioni  which 
should  induce  ua  to  avoid  its  introduction  into  this 
country:  and  we  are  warned  by  the  example  of 
England,  by  her  pauperism,  hy  the  vicra  of  her 
population,  her  wars^  &c.  It  would  be  a  strange 
order  of  Providence,  if  it  were  true,  that  he  should 
create  necessary  and  indispensable  wants,  and  yet 
should  render  us  unable  to  supply  theio,  without 
the  degradation  or  contamination  of  our  species. 

Pauperism  is,  in  the  general,  the  effect  of  an 
OTerBowing  population.  Manufactures  may,  un- 
doubtedly, produce  a  redundant  population ;  but 
to  may  commerce,  and  to  may  aericuliure.  In 
this  respect  they  are  alike;  and,  from  whatever 
cause  the  diapioportion  of  a  population  to  the  sub- 
siiting  faculty  of  a  country  may  proceed,  its  effect 
of  pauperism  is  the  same.  Many  parts  of  Asia 
would  exhibit,  perhaps,  as  afflicting  effects  of  an 
extreme  prosecution  of  the  agricultural  system,  as 
Sugland  can  possibly  furnish  respecting  the  man- 
nCiciuiiiig.  It  was  not,  however,  fair  to  argue 
from  these  extreme  cases,  against  either  the  one 
system  or  the  other.  There  are  abuses  incident 
to  every  branch  of  industry,  to  every  profession. 
It  would  not  be  thought  very  just  or  wise  to  ar- 
raign the  honorable  professions  of  law  and  phvsic, 
because  the  one  produces  the  pettifogger,  and  the 
other  the  quack.  Even  in  England,  it  nad  been 
established  by  the  diligent  search  of  Colquhoun, 
from  the  most  authentic  evidence,  the  judicial  re- 
cords of  the  country,  that  the  instances  of  crime 
were  much  more  numerous  in  the  Dgricultural, 
than  in  the  manufacturing  districts ;  thus  proving 
that  the  cause  of  wretchedness  and  vice,  in  that 
country,  was  to  be  sought  for,  not  in  this  or  that 
system,  so  much  as  in  the  fact  of  the  density  of 
its  population.  Prance  resembles  thb  country 
more  than  England,  in  respect  to  the  employmenti 
of  her  population;  and  we  do  not  find  that  there 
isany  thing  in  the  condition  of  the  manufacturing 
portion  of  It  which  aught  to  dissuade  us  from  the 
introductioD  of  it  into  our  own  country.  But  even 
France  has  not  that  great  security  against  the 
abuses  of  the  manufacturing  system,  against  the 
effects  of  too  great  a  density  of  population,  which 
we  possess  in  our  waste  lands.  Whilst  this  re- 
source exists  we  have  nothing  to  apprehend.  Do 
capitalists  give  too  low  wages;  are  the  laborers 
too  crowded,  and  in  danger  of  starvingl  The 
unseated  lands  will  draw  off  the  redundancy,  and 
leave  the  others  better  provided  for.  If  an  unset- 
tled province,  such  as  Texas,  for  example  could, 
by  some  convulsion  of  nature,  be  wafted  along 
ndeof,  and  attached  to,  the  island  of  Qreat  Britain, 
the  instantaneous  effect  would  be,  to  draw  off  the 
redundant  portion  of  its  population,  and  to  render 
more  comfortable  both  the  emigrants  and  those 
whom  they  would  Leave  behind.  I  am  aware  that, 
whilst  the  public  domain  is  an  acknowledged 
security  agaiiut  the  abuses  of  the  manufacturing, 


or  any  other  system,  it  constitutes,  at  the  same 
time,  an  impedimeut,  in  the  opinion  of  some,  to 
the  success  of  manulacturing  industry,  hy  its  ten- 
dency to  prevent  the  reduction  of  tne  wages  of 
labor.  Tnose  who  ur^e  this  objection  have  theii 
eyes  too  much  Sied  on  the  ancient  system  of  man- 
ufacturing, when  manual  labor  was  the  principal 
instrument  which  it  employed.  During  the  last 
half  century,  since  the  inventions  of  Arkwright, 
and  the  long  train  of  improvements  which  fol- 
lowed, the  labor  of  machinery  is  principally  used. 
I  have  understood,  from  sources  of  information 
which  1  believe  to  be  accurate,  that  the  combined 
force  of  all  the  machinery  employed  by  Great 
Britain,  in  manufacturing,  is  equal  to  the  tabor  of 
one  hundred  millions  of  able-bodied  men.  If  we 
suppose  the  aggregate  of  the  labor  of  all  the  indi- 
viduals which  she  employs  in  that  branch  of  in- 
dustry to  be  equal  to  the  united  labor  of  two  mil- 
lions of  able-bodied  men,  (and  I  should  think  it 
does  not  exceed  iL)  machine  labor  will  stand  to 
manual  labor,  in  the  proportion  of  one  hundred  to 
two.  There  cannot  be  a  doubt  that  we  have  akiU 
and  enterprise  enough  to  command  the  requisite 
amount  of  machine  power. 

There  are,  too,  some  checks  to  emigration  from 
the  settled  parts  of  our  country  to  the  wastelands 
of  the  West.  Distance  is  one,  and  it  is  every  day 
hecomioe  greater  and  greater.  There  exists,  also, 
a  natural  repugnance  (felt  les^  it  is  true,  in  the 
United  States  than  elsewhere,  but  felt  even  here) 
to  abandoning  the  place  of  our  nativity.  Women 
and  children,  who  could  not  migrate,  and  who 
would  be  comparatively  idle  if  manufactures  did 
not  exist,  may  be  profitably  employed  in  them. 
This  is  a  very  great  benefit.  1  witnessed  the  ad- 
vantage resulting  from  the  employment  of  this 
description  of  our  population,  in  a  visit  which  I 
lately  made  to  the  Waltham  manufactory,  near 
Boston.  There  some  hundreds  of  girls  am)  hoys 
were  occupied  in  separate  apartments.  The  great- 
est order,  neatness,  and  apparent  comfort,  reigned 
throughout  the  whole  establishment.  Thedaugh- 
ters  of  respectable  farmers — in  one  instance  1  re- 
member the  daughter  of  a  Senator  in  the  Slate 
Legislature — were  usefully  occupied.  They  would 
come  down  to  the  manufactory,  remain  perhaps 
some  months,  and  return,  with  their  earnings,  to 
assist  them  throughout  the  year.  But  one  in- 
stance had  occurred,  1  was  informed  by  the  intel- 
ligent roanazer,  of  doubtful  conduct  on  the  part 
of  any  of  the  females,  and  afYer  she  was  dis- 
missed, there  was  reason  to  believe  that  injustice 
had  been, done  her.  Suppose  that  establishment 
to  be  destroyed,  what  would  become  of  all  the 
persons  who  are  thus  engaged  so  beneficially  to 
themselves,  and  so  usefully  to  the  State?  Can  it 
be  doubted  that,  if  the  crowds  of  little  boys  and 
girls  who  infest  this  Capitol,  and  assail  us  every 
day,  at  its  very  doors,  as  we  come  in  and  go  out, 
begging  for  a  cent,  were  employed  in  some  manu- 
facturing establishment,  it  would  be  better  for 
them  and  the  cityT  Those  who  object  to  the 
manufacturing  system,  should  recollect^  that  con- 
stattt  occupation  is  the  best  security  for  innocence 
and  virtue,  and  that  idleness  is  the  parent  of  vice 
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and  Clime.     They  should  contemplate  ibe  labor- 


are  instances  of  hard  taskmasters  among  the  mau- 
ufiicturers,  so  there  are  in  agriculture.  Thecause 
is  to  be  aougbi  for,  not  in  the  nature  of  this  or 
thai  system,  liul  in  ihe  nature  of  man.  If  there 
are  particular  species  of  unhealthy  employment  in 
manufacturing,  so  there  are  in  agriculture  also. 
There  has  been  an  idle  attempt  to  ridicule  the 
manufacturing  system,  and  we  have  heard  the 
expressions  "spinning  jennv  tenure."  It  is  one 
of  Ihe  Doble&t  inventions  of  human  skill.  It  has 
diffused  comforts  among  thousands  who  would 
have  never  enjoyed  them  but  for  it ;  and  unborn 
millions  wiU  bless  the  man  who  invented  it. 
Three  inventions  have  distinguished  the  last  half 
century,  each  of  which,  if  ii  bad  happened  at 
long  intervals  of  time  from  the  other,  would  have 
been  sufficient  lo  constitute  an  epoch  in  the  pro- 
gress of  ihe  useful  arts.  The  nrst  was  that  of 
Arkwright:  and  our  own  country  was  entitled  to 
the  merit  of  the  other  two.  The  world  is  indebted 
to  Whitney  for  the  one,  and  to  Pulton  for  the 
other.  Nothing  is  secure  against  the  shafts  of 
ridicule,  What  would  be  thought  of  a  man  who 
should  speak  of  a  cotton  gin  tenure,  or  a  steam- 
boat lenurel  In  one  respect  there  is  a  great  dif- 
ference in  favor  of  manufactures,  when  compared 
with  agriculture.  It  is  the  rapidity  with  which 
the  whole  manufacturing  community  avail  them- 
selres  of  an  improvement.  It  is  instantly  com- 
municated and  put  iu  operation.  There  is  an 
avidity  for  imj>rovement  in  the  one  system,  an 
aversion  from  it  in  the  other.  The  habits  of  gen- 
eration a^er  generation  pass  down  the  long  tract 
of  time,  in  perpetual  succession,  without  the  slight- 
est change  in  agriculture.  The  ploughman  who 
faslens  his  plough  to  the  tails  of  his  cattle,  will 
not  own  that  there  is  any  other  mode  efiual  to 
his.  An  agricultural  people  will  be  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  other  communities  who  have  made  ihe 
greatest  progress  in  hushandry,  without  advancing 
in  the  slightest  degree.  Many  parts  of  our  coun- 
try are  one  hundred  years  in  advance  of  Sweden 
ID  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  the  soil. 

Il  is  objected,  that  the  effect  of  ihe  encourage- 
ment of  home  manufactures,  by  the  proposed 
tariff,  will  be,  to  diminish  the  revenue  from  the 
customs.  The  amount  of  the  revenue  from  that 
source  will  depend  upon  the  amount  of  importa- 
tions, and  the  measure  of  these  wilt  be  the  value 
of  the  exporLi  from  this  country.  The  quantity 
of  the  exportable  produce  will  depend  upon  the 
foreign  demand  ;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that, 
under  any  distribution  of  the  labor  and  capital  of 
this  country,  from  the  greater  allurementB  which 
agriculture  presents  than  any  other  species  of  in- 
dustry, there  will  be  always  a  quantity  of  its  pro- 
duce sufficient  to  satisfy  that  demand.  If  there 
be  a  diminution  in  the  ability  of  foreign  nations 
to  consume  our  raw  produce,  in  the  proportion  of 
our  diminished  consumption  of  theirs,  under  the 
Operation  of  this  system,  that  will  be  compensated 
by  the  substitution  of  a  home  to  a  foreign  mar- 
ket, in  the  same  proportion.    It  is  true,  that  we 


cannot  remain  in  the  relation  of  seller  onlj  to 
foreign  Powers,  for  any  length  of  time ;  but  if,as 
T  have  no  doubt,  our  agriculture  will  continue  to 
supply,  as  far  as  it  can  profitably,  lo  the  extent  of 
the  limit  of  the  foreign  demand,  we  shall  receive 
not  only  in  return  many  of  the  articles  on  which 
the  tariff  operates,  for  our  own  consumption,  but 
Ihey  may  also  form  ihe  objects  of  trade  with 
South  America  and  other  Powers,  and  our  comr 
forts  ma^  be  multiplied  by  the  importation  of 
other  arLcles.  Diminished  consumption,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  augmentation  of  duties,  does  not 
necessarily  imply  diminished  revenue.  The  in- 
crease of  the  duty  may  compensate  the  decrease 
in  the  consumption,  and  give  you  as  large  a  reve- 
nue as  you  beiore  derived. 

Can  any  one  doubt  the  impolicy  of  Govern- 
ment resting  solely  upon  the  precarious  resource  of 
such  a  revenue?  It  is  constantly  Buctuating.  Il 
tempts  us,  by  its  enormous  amonni,  at  one  time, 
into  extravagant  expenditure;  and  we  are  then 
driven,  by  its  sudden  and  unexpected  depression, 
into  the  opposite  extreme.  We  arc  seduced  by  its 
flattering  promises  into  expenses  which  we  might 
avoid ;  and  we  are  afterwards  constrained,  by  its 
treachery,  to  avoid  expenses  which  we  ought  to 
make.  It  is  a  system  under  which  there  is  a  sort 
of  perpetual  war  between  the  interest  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  interest  of  the  people.  Large 
importations  Gil  the  coffers  of  Government,  and 
empty  the  pockets  of  the  people.  Small  importa- 
tions imply  prudence  on  the  part  of  the  people, 
and  leave  the  Treasury  empty.  In  war  the  reve- 
nue disappears;  in  peace  it  is  unsteady.  On  such 
a  system  ihe  Goverimient  will  not  be  able  much 
longer  exclusively  to  rely.  We  all  anticipate  that 
we  shall  have  shortly  to  resort  to  some  additional 
supply  of  revenue  within  ourselves.    I  was  op- 

Ked  to  the  total  repeal  of  the  internal  revenue. 
'ould  hare  preserved  certain  parts  of  it  at  least, 
to  be  ready  foe  emergencies,  such  as  now  exists. 
And  I  am.  for  one,  ready  lo  exclude  foreign  spir- 
its altogether,  and  substitute  to  the  revenue  levied 
on  them  a  tax  upon  the  spirits  made  within  the 
country.  No  other  nation  lets  in  so  much  of  for- 
eign spirits  as  we  do.  By  the  encouragemeiat  of 
home  Lnduslry  you  will  lay  a  basis  oT  internal 
taxation,  when  it  gets  strong,  that  will  be  steady 
and  uniform,  yieldmg  alike  in  peace  arid  in  war. 
We  do  not  derive  our  ability  from  abroad  to  pay 
taxes.  That  depends  upon  our  wealth  and  our 
industry ;  and  it  is  the  same,  whatever  may  be  the 
form  01  levying  the  public  contribulions. 

But  it  is  urged,  that  you  tax  other  interests  of 
the  State  to  susuin  manufacturers.  The  busmess 
of  manufacturing,  if  encouraged,  will  be  open  lo 
all.  It  is  not  for  the  sake  of  the  particular  indi- 
viduals who  may  happen  to  be  engaged  in  it  that 
we  propose  lo  foster  it,  but  it  is  for  the  general  in- 
terest. We  think  that  it  is  necessary  to  the  com- 
fort and  well  being  of  society,  that  fabrication^  as 
well  as  the  business  of  production  ond  distribution, 
should  be  supported  and  taken  care  of.  Now,  if 
it  be  even  true  that  the  price  of  the  home  fabric 
will  be  somewhat  higher,  in  the  first  instance,  than 
the  rival  foreign  article,  that  considetatioD  ought 
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Dience  may  be  well  submitted  to,  lor  ibe  take  of 
future  permanent  benefit.  If  the  experieoce  of  alt 
other  countries  be  not  utterly  fallacious;  if  the 
promises  of  the  manufacturing  system  be  not  ab- 
cotutelv  illusory,  by  the  competition  which  will  be 
cliciteil  in  consequence  of  your  parental  care,  prices 
will  be  ultimately  brought  down  to  a  level  wixh 
the  foreieo  commodity.  Now,  in  a  scheme  of 
policy  woic^ti  is  devised  for  a  nation,  we  should 
not  limit  our  views  to  its  operatioa  during  a  single 
vear,  or  for  even  a  short  term  of  years.  We  should 
uwk  at  its  operation  for  a  considerable  time,  and 
in  war  as  well  as  peace.  Can  there  be  a  doubt, 
thus  coDtemplaiiog  it,  that  we  shall  be  compen- 
sated 1^  the  certaioiv  and  steadiness  of  the  supply, 
ad  the  ultimate  reduction  of  the 


nalls< 


Take  the  example  of  salt,  which  the  insL. 

Sentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Ahchbr)  has  ad- 
uced.  He  says  durmg  the  war  the  price  of  that 
article  rose  to  ten  dollars  per  bushel,  and  he  asks 
if  you  would  lay  a  duty,  permanent  in  its  duration, 
of  thiea  dollars  per  biishel,  to  secure  a  supply  in 
war.  I  answer  no,  I  would  not  lay  bo  high  a  duly. 
That  which  is  now  prop«sed^  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  domestic  production,  is  oaly  five  cents 
per  bushel.  la  forty  years  the  duty  would  amount 
only  to  two  dollars.  If  the  recurrence  of  war  shall 
be  only  after  intervals  of  forty  years  peace,  (and 
we  may  expect  it  probably  oftener,)  and  if,  when 
it  does  come,  the  same  price  should  again  beglven, 
there  will  be  a  clear  saviog  of  eigne  dollars,  by 
promoting  the  domestic  fabrication.  All  society 
13  an  affair  of  mutual  concession.  If  we  expect  to 
derive  the  benefits  which  are  incident  to  it,  we 
must  sustain  our  reasonable  share  of  its  burdens. 
The  great  interests  which  it  is  inteoded  to  guaid 
and  cherish,  must  be  supported  by  their  reciprocal 
action  and  reaction.  The  harmony  of  its  parts  is 
distuibed-T'lhe  discipline  which  is  necessary  to  its 
order  is  incomplete,  when  one  of  the  three  great 
and  essenital  Naoches  of  its  industry  is  abandoned 
and  unprotected.  If  you  want  to  find  an  example 
of  order,  of  freedom  from  debt,  of  economy,  of  ex- 
penditure falling  short  of  rattier  than  eiceedioE 
mcome,  you  wifl  go  to  a  w^il  leaulated  family  oT 
f.  farmer.  You  will  go  to  the  liouse  of  such  a 
man  as  Isaac  Shelby.  You  will  not  find  him  re- 
sorting to  taverns,  engaged  in  broils,  prosecuting 
angry  law  suits.  You  will  Iwhold  every  member 
of  nis  family  clad  with  the  produce  of  their  own 
hands,  and  usefully  employed — the  spinning  wheel 
and  tne  loom  in  motion  by  day^ireak.  With 
what  pleasure  will  his  wife  carry  you  into  her  neat 
dairy,  lead  you  into  her  store-house,  and  point  to 
tbe  tablecloths,  the  sheets,  the  counterpanes,  which 
lie  on  this  shelf  for  her  daughter  Sally,  or  that  for 
Nancy,  all  prepared  in  advance,  by  her  provident 
care,  for  the  day  of  their  respective  marriages.  If 
you  want  to  see  an  opposite  example,  go  to  the 
nonse  of  a  man  who  makes  nothing  at  home,  whose 
famiW  resorts  to  the  store  for  every  thing.  You 
will  find  him,  perhaps,  in  the  tavern  or  the  store 
U  th«  oron  roada.    He  is  engaged,  with  the  nun 


grog  on  the  table,  taking  deposiiioos  to  make  out 
some  case  of  usury  or  fraud;  or  perhaps  he  is  fur- 
nishing to  his  lawyer  ibe  materials  to  prepare  a 
long  bill  of  injunction  in  some  intricate  case.  The 
sheriff  is  hovering  about  his  farm  to  serve  some 
new  writ.  On  court  days  (he  never  misses  at- 
tending them)  you  will  find  bim  eagerly  collecting 
bis  witnesses  to  defend  himsell'  against  the  mer- 
chants' and  doctors'  bills.  Go  to  his  house,  and. 
afler  the  short  and  giddy  period  that  his  wife  ana 
daughters  have  flirted  aoout  the  country  In  llieir 
calico  and  muslin  gowns,  what  a  scene  of  discom- 
fort and  distress  is  presented  you  there  I  What 
the  individual  family  of  Isaac  Shelby  is,  I  wish  to 
see  the  nation  in  the  aggregate.  But  I  fear  we 
shall  shortly  have  to  contemplate  its  resemblance 
in  the  opposite  picture.  If  stattsmen  would  care- 
fully observe  the  conduct  of  private  individuals  in 
the  maoagement  of  their  own  afihirs,  they  would 
have  mucn  surer  guides,  in  promoting  the  interest 
of  the  State,  than  the  visionary  speculations  of 
theoretical  writers. 

The  manufacturing  system  is  not  only  injurioua 
to  agriculture,  but,  say  its  opponents,  it  is  injurious 
also  to  foreign  commerce.  We  ought  not  to  con- 
ceal from  ourselves  our  present  actual  position,  in 
relation  to  the  other  Powers.  During  the  long 
war  which  has  so  much  convulsed  Europe,  and 
which  will  probably  be  succeeded  by  a  long  peac^ 
we  transacted  the  commercial  buajness  of  other 
nations,  and  largely  shared,  with  England,  the 
carryinff  trade  of  the  world.  Now,  every  other 
nation  is  anxiously  endeavoring  to  transact  it* 
own  business,  to  reouild  its  marine,  and  to  fo^r 
its  navigation.  The  consequence  of  the  former 
state  of  things  was  that  our  roercaDtile  marine 
and  our  commercial  employment  were  enormously 
dlsproi>ortionate  to  the  exchangeable  domestic  pro- 
duce of  our  country.  And  the  result  of  the  latter 
will  be,  that,  as  the  exchanges  between  this  coun- 
try and  other  nations  will  hereafter  consist  princi- 
pally, on  our  part,  of  our  domestic  produce,  tlut  ma- 
rine and  that  employmea  twill  be  brought  down  to 
whatisnecessary  to  efieci  those  exchanges.  Ir^ret 
exceedingly  this  reduction.  I  wish  that  the  mer- 
cantile class  could  eojoy  the  same  extensive  com- 
merce that  thev  did  formerly.  But,  if  they  cannot, 
it  would  he  a  folly  to  repine  at  what  is  irrecover- 
ably lost,  and  WD  should  rather  seek  to  adapt  our- 
selves to  the  new  circumstances  in  which  we 
find  ourselves.  If,  as  I  think,  we  have  reached  the 
maximum  of  the  foreign  demand  for  our  three 
great  staples,  cottop,  tobacco,  and  flour,  no  man 
will  contend  that  we  should  go  on  to  produce  more 
and  more,  to  be  sent  to  the  glutted  foreign  market 
and  consumed  by  devouring  expenses,  merely  to 
give  employment  to  our  tonnage  and  our  foreign 
commerce.  It  would  be  extremely  UDwise  to  ac- 
commodate our  industry  to  produce,  not  what  was 
wanted  abroad,  but  cargoes  for  our  unemployed 
ships.  I  would  give  to  our  foreign  trade  every 
legitimate  encouragement,  and  extend  it  wherever 
it  can  be  extended  profitably.  Hitherto  it  bad 
been  stimulated  too  highly,by  the  condition  of  the 
world,  and  our  own  policy  acting  on  that  condi- 
tion.   And  we  are  reluctant  to  believe  4hat  we 
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mtut  stibmil  to  its  necessary  abridgment.  The 
habits  of  trade;  the  templing  insranees  of  enor- 
mous farluDes  which  had  beeo  made  by  tbe  sue- 
eessful  prosecution  of  it,  were  such  that  we  turn 
with  regret  ftom  ihe  pursuit  of  it ;  we  still  cherish 
ft  lingeriag  hope;  we  persuade  ourselvei  that 
lomelbiug  will  occur,  how  or  what  it  may  be  we 
know  not,  to  revive  its  former  activity ;  and  we 
would  push  into  every  uotried  channel,  grope 
through  the  Dardanelles  into  the  Black  Sea,  to 
restore  its  former  prohts.  I  repeat  it,  let  us  pro- 
claim to  the  people  of  the  United  States  Ihe  in- 
contestable truth,  ibst  our  foreign  trade  must  be 
circumscribed  by  the  altered  state  of  the  world  ; 
and,  leaving  it  in  possession  of  all  the  gains  which 
it  can  now  posj^ibly  make,  let  us  present  motives 
to  the  capital  and  labor  of  our  country  to  employ 
themselves  in  fabrication  at  home.  There  was 
no  danger  that,  by  a  withdrawal  of  that  portion 
which  IS  unprofitably  employed  on  other  objects, 
and  an  application  of  it  to  febrication,  our  agri- 
culture would  be  too  much  cramped.  The  pro- 
doee  of  it  would  always  come  up  to  the  foreign 
demand.  Sucb  were  the  stiperior  allurements  be- 
longing to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  to  all  other 
bcaocbes  of  industry,  that  it  would  always  be  pre- 
ferred when  it  can  be  profitably  followed.  The 
foreign  demand  would,  in  any  conceivable  state  of 
things,  limit  the  amount  of  the  exportable  produce 
of  agriculture.  The  amount  of  our  exportations 
would  form  the  measure  of  our  importations,  and, 
whatever  these  may  be,  they  wilt  constitute  the 
basis  of  the  revenue  derivable  from  customs, 
The  manufacturing  system  is  favorable 
maintenance  of  peace.    Foreien 

great  soureeof  foreign  wars.     Tb    ..^ _ 

which  we  contend  for  every  branch  of  it;  the  temp- 
tations which  it  offers,  operating  alike  upon  us  and 
on  foreign  competitors,  produce  constant  collisions. 
No  country  on  earth,  bv  the  extent  of  its  superficies, 
the  richness  of  its  soil  the  variety  of  its  climate,  con- 
tains within  its  own  limits  more  abundant  facili- 
ties for  supplying  all  our  rational  wants  than  ours 
does.  It  IS  not  necessary  or  desirable,  however,  to 
cut  off  all  intercourse  wit b  foreign  Powers.  But, 
after  securing  a  supply,  within  ourselves,  of  all  the 
great  essentials  offtfe,  there  will  be  ample  scope 
still  left  for  preserving  sucb  an  intercourse.  If  we 
had  no  intercourse  with  foreign  States,  if  we 
adopted  the  policy  of  China,  we  should  nave  no 
external  wars.  And  in  proportion  as  we  diminish 
ovr  dependence  upon  them,  shall  we  lessen  the 
danger  of  the  recurrence  of  war.  Our  late  war 
would  not  have  existed  if  the  councils  of  the  man- 
ufactorersin  Bn^land  had  been  listened  to.  They 
finally  did  prevail,  in  their  steady  and  persevering 
eSorl  to  produce  a  repealof  the  Orders  in  Council; 
bnt  it  was  too  late  to  prevent  the  war.  Those 
who  attribute  to  the  manufacturing  system  tbe 
burdens  and  misfortunes  of  that  country,  commit 
ajfreat  error.  These  were  probsbly  a  jomt  result 
oftbe  operation  of  tbe  whole  of  her  systems,  and 
a  larger  share  of  it  was  to  be  ascribed  to  her  foreign 
commerce,  and  to  the  ambition  of  her  rulers,  than 
to  aav  other  cause.  The  war  of  our  Revolution, 
iit  wttich  that  ambition  di^layed  its  monitrans 


groans. 

Tbe  tendency  of  reasonable  encoumgement  to 
our  home  industry  is  favorable  to  the  preserratjon 
and  strength  of  our  Confederacy.  Now  our  con- 
nexion is  merely  political.  For  the  sale  of  the 
surplus  of  Ihe  produce  of  our  agricultural  labor,Bll 
eyes  are  constantly  upon  the  markets  of  Liverpool. 
There  isscarcely  any  of  that  beneficial  intercourse, 
the  best  basis  of  political  connexion,  which  con-^ista 
of  the  exchange  of  the  produce  of  our  labor.  On 
our  maritime  frontier  there  had  been  too  much 
stimulus,  an  unnatural  activity ;  in  the  great  inte- 
rior oftbe  country,  there  exists  a  perfect  paralysis. 
Encourage  fabrication  at  home,  and  there  would 
invtanlly  arise  animation  and  a  healthful  circula- 
tion throughout  all  Ihe  parts  of  the  Republic.  Tbe 
cheapness,  and  fertility,  and  quality,  of  our  waste 
lands,  offer  such  powerful  inducements  to  culti- 
vation, that  our  countrymen  are  constantly  engag- 
ing in  it.  1  would  not  check  this  disposition  by 
hard  terms  in  the  sale  of  it.  Let  it  be  easily  ac- 
cessible to  all  who  wish  toacquire  it.  But  1  would 
countervail  this  predilection  by  presenting  to  cap- 
ital and  labor  motives  for  employment  in  othet 
branches  of  industry.  Nothing  is  more  uncertain 
than  tbe  pursuit  of  agriculture,  when  we  mainly 
rely  upon  foreien  markets  for  the  sale  of  its  surplus 
produce.  In  the  first  place,  it  iMpipossible  to  de- 
termine, a  priori,  the  amount  of  thhlfurplus ;  and, 
m  the  second, it  is  equally  i mpossiblelpan tic i pate 
the  extent  of  the  foreign  demand.  Bdlb  Lhe  one 
and  the  other  depend  upon  the  seaso^lki  From 
the  6uctuations  incident  to  these,  and  from  other 
causes,  it  may  happen  thai  the  supplying  co^trf 
will,  for  a  long  series  of  years,  have  employed  a 
larger  share  of  its  capital  and  labor  than  is  n%^i 
in  production  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  consurf" 
ing  countries,  withoui  becoming  sensible  of  its  dt* 
feet  of  policy.  The  failure  of  a  crop,  or  the  failurt 
of  a  market,  does  not  discourage  ine  cultivator* 
He  renews  bis  labora  another  year,  and  he  renev  ' 
his  hopes.  It  is  otherwise  wit ti  manufacturing  ii 
dustry,  The  precise  quantum  of  its  produce, 
least,  can  with  some  accuracy  be  previously  e; 
mated.  And  the  wants  of  foreign  countries  e&S 
be  with  some  probabililv  anticipated.  I 

I  am  sensiUe,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  I  have  evef 
had  a  success,  which  I  dare  not  presume,  in  IhV 
endeavor  I  have  been  making  to  show  that  soui  * 
policy  requires  a  diversion  of  so  much  of  ti 
capital  and  labor  of  this  country  from  other  ei 
ploymenis  as  may  be  necessary,  by  a  different  ^ 
plication  of  tbenfi,  to  secure,  within  ourselve 
steady  and  adequate  supply  of  the  great  necessa 
of  life,  I  shall  have  only  established  one-balf\ 
what  it  is  incumbent  upon  me  to  prove.  It  wi.. 
be  still  required,  by  (he  other  side,  that  a  seeonld 
proposition  be  supported,  and  that  is,  thai  Qoveria- 
ment  oueht  to  present  motives  for  a  diversion  a;  J 
new  application  of  labor  and  capital,  by  that  s,^  r 
cies  of  protection  which  the  tariff  holds  out.  <^^ 
tlemen  say,  we  agree  with  yooi  _you  ore  ritfl  jj,  n 
yoot  first  proposition,  but  "  let  things  alone,''  'id 
all  will  come  right  in  the  end.    Now,  1  agree '  fik 
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them  (bat  thiiiga  would  ultimaiely  get  right;  but 
net  uQtil  after  a  loog  period  of  disorder  and  dis- 
tress, terminaiiDg  in  tbe  impoTetisbmeat,  and  per- 
haps ruin  of  the  country.  Utssolve  Goreranienl, 
reduce  ii  to  its  primiiiTe  elements,  and,  without 
any  general  effort  to  reconstruct  it,  there  would 
arise,  out  of  the  anarchy  which  would  ensue,  par- 
tial coabinat ions  for  the  purpose  of  individuiil  pro- 
tection, which  would  SnaUy  lead  to  a  social  foriD, 
competent  to  the  conservationof  peace  within, and 
tbe  repubion  of  force  from  without.  Yet  no  one 
-would  say,  in  such  a  state  of  anarchy,  let  things 
alone  1  If  aentlemenj  by  their  favoiiie  maxim, 
mean  only  ib&l,  within  tbe  bosom  of  the  Slate, 
things  are  to  be  left  atone,  and  each  individual 
and  each  branch  of  industry,  allowed  to  pursue 
their  respeclire  interests,  without  giving  a  prefer- 
ence  to  either,  I  subscribe  to  it.  But  if  they  give 
it  a  more  comprehensive  import;  if  they  require 
that  things  are  to  be  left  alone,  in  respect  not  only 
to  interior  action,  but  a*  to  exterior  action  also; 
not  only  as  regards  the  operation  of  ouiown  Gov- 
ernment upon  the  mass  of  the  interesbi  of  the  8  tate, 
bnt  as  it  relates  to  iheoperattoa  of  foreign  Govem- 
ments  likewise  operating  upon  that  mass,  I  dissent 

Tbe  maxim  in  this  enlarged  sense  is  indeed 
everywhere  proclaimed,  but.  nowhere  practised. 
It  is  truth  in  the  books  of  European  political  econ- 
omists. It  is  error  in  the  practical  code  of  every 
European  State.  It  is  not  applied  where  it  is  most 
applicable^  it  is  attempted  to  be  introduced  here, 
wBere  it  is  least  applicable  ;  and  even  here  its 
friends  propose  to  limit  it  to  the  single  branch  of 
maDufactunng  industry,  whilst  every  other  inter- 
est is  encouraged  and  protected,  according  to  the 
policy  of  Europe.  The  maxim  would  Mst  suit 
Europe,  where  each  interest  is  adjusted  and  ar- 
ranged to  every  other,  by  causes  operating  during 
many  centuries.  Every  thing  there  has  taken  and 
preserved  its  ancient  position.  Tbe  house  that  was 
built  centuries  ago  is  occupied  by  the  descendants 
of  its  original  constructor.  If  one  could  rise  up, 
after  the  lapse  of  ages,  and  enter  a  European  shop, 
he  would  see  the  same  hammer  at  work  on  the 
same  anvil  or  last,  and  almost  by  the  same  hand. 
Thtre  every  thing  has  found  its  place  and  its  level, 
and  every  thing,  one  would  tbinR,  might  there  be 
safely  let  alone.  But  tbe  policy  of  the  American 
Stales  is  otherwise.  Here  every  thing  is  new  and 
unfixed-  Neither  the  Stale  nor  tbe  individuals 
who  compose  it  have  yet  settled  down  in  their  firm 
and  permaDeDt  positions.  There  is  a  constant 
tendency^  in  consequence  of  the  extent  of  our  pub- 
lic domain,  towards  production  for  foreign  mar- 
kets. The  maxim,  in  the  comprehensive  sense  in 
which  I  am  considering  it,  requires,  to  entitle  it  to 
observation,  two  conditions — neither  of  which  ex- 
ists—first, that  there  would  be  perpetual  peace; 
and,  secondly,  that  the  maxim  should  be  every- 
where respected.  When  war  breaks  out,  that  free 
and  general  circulation  of  tbe  produce  of  industry 
amona  tbe  nations  which  it  recommends  is  inter- 
ruptea,  and  the  nation  that  depends  u^n  a  foreign 
supply  of  its  necessaries  must  be  subjected  to  the 
greatest  inconrenience.    If  it  be  not  everywhere 


observed,  there  will  be,  between  the  nations  that 
do  not  and  the  nation  that  does  conform  to  it,  an 
inequality  alike  condemtied  by  honor  and  by  inter- 
est. If  tnere  be  no  reciprocity — if  on  the  one  side 
theie  is  perfect  freedom  of  trade,  and  on  the  other 
a  code  of  odious  restrictions — will  gentlemen  still 
contend  that  we  are  to  submit  to  such  an  unprof- 
itable and  degrading  intercourse'?  Will  they  re- 
quire that  we  shall  act  upon  the  social  system, 
whilst  every  other  Power  acts  upon  the  selfish? 
Will  they  demand  of  us  to  throw  widely  open  our 
ports  to  every  nation,  whilst  all  other  nations  en- 
tirely or  partly  occlude  theirs  against  our  produc- 
tions? It  is  indeed  possible  that  some  pecuniary 
advantage  might  be  enjoyed  by  our  country  in 
prosecuting  the  remnant  of  trace  which  the  con- 
tracted pohcy  of  other  Powers  leaves  to  us.  But 
what  security  is  there  for  our  continiung  to  eiijoy 
even  that?  And  is  national  honor,  is  national 
independence,  to  count  for  nothing?  I  will  not 
enter  into  a  detail  of  the  restrictions  with  which 
we  are  everywhere  presented  in  foreign  countries. 
1  will  content  myself  with  asserting  that  they  take 
nothing  from  us  which  they  can  produce  them- 
selves, even  upon  worse  terms  than  we  could  sup- 
ply them.  Take  a^ain  as  an  example  the  English 
corn  laws.  America  presents  the  image  of  a  fine 
generous-hearted  youn^  fellow,  who  has  just  come 
to  the  posses.<iion  of  a  rich  estate — an  estate  which, 
however,  requires  careful  management.  He  makes 
nothing ;  he  buys  every  thing.  He  is  surrounded 
by  a  parcel  of  Jews,  each  holding  out  his  hand 
with  a  packet  of  buttons  or  pins,  or  some  other 
commodity,  for  sale.    If  he  ask  these  Jews  to  buy 


Take  this  new  book,  says  one  of  them,  on  political 
economy,  and  you  will  there  perceive  it  is  for  your 
interest  to  buy  from  us,  and  to  let  things  alone  in 
your  own  coonlry.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
to  whom  I  have  already  referred,  has  surrendered 
the  whole  argument  in  the  example  of  the  East 
India  trade.  He  thinks  that,  because  India  takes 
nothing  but  specie  from  us;  because  there  is  not  a, 
reciprocal  exchange  between  us  and  India,  of  our 
respective  productions;  that  the  trade  ouent  to  be 
discontinued.  Now,  1  do  not  agree  with  aim  thai 
it  otight  to  be  abandoned,  though  I  would  put  it 
under  considerable  restrictions^  when  it  comes  in 
competition  with  tbe  fabrics  of  our  own  country. 
If  the  want  of  entire  reciprocity  be  a  sufficient 

f  round  for  the  total  abandonment  of  a  ^articaUr 
ranch  of  trade,  tbe  same  principle  requires  that, 
where  there  are  some  restrictions  on  the  one  side, 
they  should  be  countervailed  by  equal  restrictions 
on  tbe  other. 

But  this  maxim,  accordlns  to  which  gentlemen 
would  have  us  abandon  the  home  industry  of  the 
country  to  the  influence  of  the  restrictive  system 
of  other  countries,  without  an  effort  to  protect  and 
preserve  it,  is  not  itself  observed  by  the  same  gen- 
tlemen, in  regard  to  the  mat  interests  of  the  na- 
tion. We  protect  our  fisheries  by  bounties  and 
drawbacks.  We  crotect  our  tonnage,  by  exclud- 
ing or  restricting  foreign  tonnage,  exacUy  as  our 
tonoage  is  excluded  or  restricted  oy  foreign  States. 
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We  passed,  a  year  or  two  ago,  ihe  bill  to  prohibit 
Britiih  navigaiioQ  from  ibe  West  India  cotooies  of 
tbat  Power  to  [he  United  States,  because  ours  is 
shut  out  from  them.  The  session  prior  lo  the  pas- 
sage of  tliat  law,  the  gcntlemaa  from  South  Caro- 
iiaa.  and  I,  almost  alone,  urged  tbe  House  to  pass 
it.  But  the  subject  was  postponed  until  the  next 
session,  when  it  was  passed  oy  nearly  an  uoani- 
mousvote;  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
and  the  two  gentlemen  from  Virgioia,  (Messrs. 
Barboor  and  Ttler,)  Toting  with  the  majority. 
We  have  now  upon  our  table  other  bills  connected 
wiib  that  object,  and  proposing  restrictions  upon 
the  French  tonnage,  to  countervail  theirs  upon 
ours.  I  shall,  with  pleasure,  vote  for  these  meas- 
ures. We  protect  our  foreign  trade,  by  consuls, 
1>y  foreign  Minster^  by  embargoes,  by  non-intei- 
couise,  by  a  nary,  oy  fottiGcatioos,  by  squadrons 
coastantljT  acting  abroad,  by  war,  and  by  a  variety 
of  commercial  regulations  in  our  statute  books. 
The  whole  system  of  the  General  Government, 
ftoia  its  first  formation  to  the  present  time,  con- 
sists almost  exclusively  in  one  unremitting  en- 
deavor to  nourish,  and  protect,  and  defend  the  for- 
eign trade.  Why  have  not  all  these  great  interests 
been  left  to  the  operation  of  the  eentlemen's  favor- 
ite tnaxim?  Sir,  it  is  perfecfly  right  tbat  we 
should  hare  afforded  this  protection.  And  it  is 
perfectly  right,  in  my  humble  opinion,  that  we 
should  extend  the  principle  of  it  to  home  industry. 
I  am  a  friend  to  foreign  trade,  but  I  protest  against 
its  being  the  monopolist  of  all  the  favor  and  care 
of  this  Government. 

But,  sir,  friendly  as  I  4m  to  the  existence  of  do- 
me:itic  manufactures,  I  would  not  give  to  them 
UQreasonable  encouragement  by  protecting  duties. 
Their  growth  ought  to  he  gradual,  but  sure.  I  be- 
lieve all  the  circumstances  of  the  present  period 
highly  favorable  to  their  success.  But  they  are  the 
youogest  and  the  weakest  interest  of  the  State. 
Agriculture  wants  but  little  or  no  protection  against 
the  regulations  of  foreign  Powers.  The  advantages 
of  our  positioii^  and  the  cheapnes?,  and  abundance, 
and  fertility  of  our  land,  aSbrd  to  that  greatest  in- 
terest of  the  State  almost  all  the  protection  it  wants. 
As  it  should  Ik^  it  is  strong  and  flourishing ;  or.  if 
it  be  not,  at  this  moment,  prosperous,  it  is  not  be- 
cause its  produce  is  not  ample,  but  because,  de- 
e ending  as  we  do  altogether  upon  a  foreign  tubt- 
et  for  the  sale  of  the  surplus  oT  tbat  produce,  the 
foreign  market  is  (glutted.  Our  foreign  trade  bar- 
ing almost  exclusively  engrpssed  the  protecting 
care  of  Government,  wants  no  further  legislative 
aid.  And  whatever  depression  it  may  now  expe- 
rience, is  attributable  to  causes  beyond  the  control 
of  this  Government  The  abundance  of  capital,  in- 
dicated by  the  avidity  with  which  loans  are  sought, 
at  the  reduced  rate  of  five  per  cent.:  the  reduction 
in  the  wages  of  tabor ;  and  the  decline  in  the  price 
of  properly  of  every  kind,  as  well  as  that  of  agri- 
cultural produce,  all  concur  faTOrably  for  domestic 
ttmnu  fact  ores.  Now,  as  when  we  arranged  the 
existing  tari^  u  the  vispicious  moment  lor  Gov- 
ernment to  step  in  and  cheer  ^nd  countenance 
them.  We  did  too  little  then,  and  I  endeavored 
to  warn  this  House  of  the  diecU  of  inadequate 


protection.  We  were  called  upon,  at  that  lime, 
by  the  previous  pledges  which  we  had  given,  by 
the  inundation  of  foreign  fabrics  which  was  to  be 
anticipated  from  their  free  admission  after  the  ter- 
mioation  of  the  war,  aod  by  the  lasting  interests  of 
this  country;  to  give  them  efficient  support.  We 
did  not  do  it ;  let  us  not  now  repeat  the  error.  Our 
great  mistake  has  been  in  the  irregularity  of  the  ac- 
?.._  -r  .V.  „ „  of  this  Givernmei 


of  the  measuures  of  this  Government  upon 
maoufacturinz  industry.  At  one  period  it  is  stim- 
ulated too  higQ,  and  then,  by  an  opposite  course  of 
policy,  it  is  precipitated  into  a  condition  of  de- 
pression too  low.  First,  there  came  the  embargo ; 
non-intercourse  and  other  restrictive  measures  fol- 
lowed, and  then,  that  grentest  of  all  stimulus  to  do- 
mestic fabrication,  war.  Duringall  that  long  time, 
we  were  adding  to  the  positive  effect  of  tbe  meas- 
ures of  Oovernment,  all  the  moral  encouragement 
which  results  from  popular  resolves,  legislative  re- 
solves, and  other  manilestations  of  the  public  will, 
and  the  public  wish  to  foster  our  home  manufac- 
turers, and  to  render  our  Confederacy  independent 
of  foreign  Powers.  The  peace  ensued,  and  the 
country  was  flooded  with  Ihe  fabrics  of  other  coun- 
tries J  and  we,  forgetting  all  our  promises,  coolly 
and  philosophically  talk  of  leaving  things  to  them- 
selves ;  making  up  for  our  deficiency  of  practical 
f;ood  sense,  by  the  stores  of  leamingwhicn  we  col- 
let from  theoretical  writers.  I,  too,  sometimes 
amuse  myself  with  the  visions  of  these  writers,  (as 
i  do  with  those  of  metaphysicians  and  novelists,) 
and,  if  I  do  not  forget,  one  of  the  best  among  them 
enjoins  it  upon  a  country  to  protect  its  industry 
against  the  injurious  influence  operating  u^on 
it  of  the'  prohibitions  and  restrictions  of  foreign 


Monuments  of  the  sad  effects,  upon  our  manu- 
factures, of  the  fluctuating  policy  of  the  councils 
of  the  Union  in  regard  to  them,  abound  in  all 

Erts  of  the  country.  Villages,  and  parts  of  vil- 
jes,  which  sprung  up  but  yesterday  in  the  West- 
ern country,  underllhe  excitement  to  which  I  bare 
referred,  are  perisiiing  and  abandoned.  In  New 
England,  io  passing  along  the  highway,  one  fre- 
quently sees  large  spacious  boildiogi,  with  the 
glass  broken  out  of  the  windows,  the  shutters 
hanging  in  ruinous  disorder,  cheerless,  without 
any  appearance  of  activity,  and  surrounded  by  a 
solitary  gloom.  Upon  inquiring  what  they  are, 
you  are  almost  always  injormed  thai  they  were 
some  cotton  or  other  factor]^,  which  their  proprie- 
tors could  no  longer  keep  in  motion  against  the 
overwhelming  pressure  of  foreign  cotnpetitiOR. 
Gentlemen  ask  for  facts  to  show  the  propriety  of 
protection  to  our  manufactures.  Do  they  want 
stronger  evidenced  They  ask  why  the  manufac- 
turing industry  is  not  resumed  under  the' encour- 
aging auspices  of  the  present  time'!  Sic,  there  is 
general  dismay;  there  is  want  of  heart;  there  is 
[he  greatest  moral  discouragement.  A  man  who 
enga^  in  manufacturing  business  is  thought  by 
bis  friends  to  be  deranged.  Who  will  go  to  the 
site  on  which  lie  the  ruins  of  Carthage  or  Balbec 
to  rebuild  there  a  city  ?  I^  Government  com- 
mence a  systematic,  but  moderate,  support  of  this 
important  uranch  of  our  industry.    Let  it  announce 
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the  Sxtd  porptwe,  ihat  the  proCectioD  of  ii,  against 
the  inflaeuce  of  the  measures  of  foreign  Qovem- 
meoCs  eaters  into  Ibe  scope  of  our  national  policy. 
Let  us  sabstitute  to  the  irregular  action  of  our 
measaies  one,  Ihat  shall  be  steady  and  onifonn  j 
and  bope  ana  animation  and  activity 'will  again 
rerife.  Theeentleioan  from  South  CaiolioB  (Mr. 
LowNDBs)  ottered  a  resolution,  which  the  House 
rejected,  haTing  for  its  object  to  ascertain  the 
profits  now  made  upon  capital  employed  ia  man- 
ufacturing. It  is  not,  I  r^ieat  it,  the  individuals, 
btit  the  interest  we  with  protected.  FtDm  the  iD' 
finite  variety  of  circumstances  under  wliich  differ- 
ent munuftctariDg  establixbrnents  ere  situated,  it 
is  impossible  thai  any  infontiHtion,  such  as  the 
gentleman  desires,  conld  be  obtained,  that  ought 
to  gtiide  the  judgment  of  this  House.  It  may 
happen,  that,  of  two  est^lishmeuts  engaged  in  the 
same  specie*  of  &brication,  one  will  be  protqwring 
aod  the  other  laboring.  Take  the  example  of  the 
Waltham  manufactory  near  Boston, and  the  Bruns- 
wick in  Abine.  The  ftHmet  has  the  advantages 
of  a  Qne  waKr  situation,  a  manager  of  excellent 
informatim,  enthttsiaetically  devoted  to  its  success, 
a  mechanist  of  a  most  inventive  gfliius,  who  is 
constantly  making  some  new  improvement,  and 
who  haa  carried  the  water  loom  to  a  degree  of  per- 
fection which  it  has  not  attained  in  Bngtand,  and 
such  as  to  reduce  the  cost  ol  weaving  a  yard  of 
cloth,  adapted  to  shirting,  to  less  than  one  cent  per 
vard;  and  it  is  abundantly  supplied  with  capital 
Ely  several  rich  capitalists  in  Boston.  These  gen- 
tlemen have  the  most  extensive  correspondence ' 
with  all  parts  of  the  United  States.  C>wing  to 
this  extraordinary  combination  of  favorable  cir^ 
cumslances,  the  Waliham  establishment  is  doing 
pretty  well.  Whilst  that  of  Brunswick,  not  pos- 
sessing all  of  them,  but  perhaps  as  many  as  would 
enatJe  it,  under  adequate  protection^  to  Sourish,  is 
laboring  hard.  Would  gentlemen  infer,  from  the 
success  of  a  few  institntions  having  peculiar  ad- 
vantages, which  form  exceptions  to  the  languish- 
ing conoition  of  manufaeturing  industry,  that 
there  exists  no  necessity  for  protection  1  In  the 
most  discouraging  state  of  trade  and  navigation, 
time  were,  no  doubt,  always  some  few  individuals 
who  were  soccessful  in  prosecuting  them.  Would 
it  be  fair  to  argue,  from  thtre  rare  instances, 
againat  anj  measure  brought  forward  to  revive 
their  activity  1 

The  geuueman  from  Massaehnsetts  (Mr.  Whit- 
man^ has  manifested  peculiar  hostility  to  the  tariff) 
and  nae  allowed  himself  to  denominate  it  a  mad, 
qaixotic,  ruinous  scheme.  The  gentleman  is  dis- 
satisfied with  the  quarter  (the  West)  from  which 
it  comes.  To  give  higher  tone  and  more  effect  to 
the  gentleman's  declamation,  which  is  vagne  and 
ind^ite,  he  has  even  assumed  a  new  place  in 
this  House.  Sir,  I  would  advise  the  gentlrakan  to 
return  to  his  ancient  position,  moral  and  physical. 
It  was  respectable  and  useful.  The  honorable  gen- 
tleman professes  to  .be  a  friend  to  manufacturers ! 
Aod  yet  he  has  found  an  insurmountable  Consli- 
'  lulional  impediment  to  their  encouragement,  of 
which,  as  no  other  gen^man  has  relied  upon  it.  I 
sliallleave  himintheundisturbed  possession.  Tne 
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honorable  gentleman  a  friend  to  manufacturers! 
And  yet  he  has  delivered  a  speech,  marked  by  pe- 
culiar emphasis,  the  whole  of  which  is  a^nit 
their  protection.  The  honorable  gentleman  a 
friend  to  manufactnres  !  And  yet  he  requires  (if 
\  his  Constitutional  difficulty  could  be  gotten  over) 
such  an  arrangement  of  tne  tariff  as  shall  please 
him,  although  every  one  elseshoQld  be  dissatisfied. 
The  intimation  is  not  new  of  the  presumptuotis- 
ness  of  Western  politicians  in  endeavoring  to  con- 
tribute to  give  to  the  policy  of  this  country  such  a 
direction  as  will  assert  its  honor  and  sustain  its 
interests.  Itwashrstmadewhilst  themeasurespre- 
parstory  to  the  Late  war  were  under  consideration, 
and  it  now  probably  emanates  from  the  same  quar- 
ter. The  predilection  of  the  school  of  the  Essex 
Junto  for  foreign  trade  and  for  Brittib  fabrics  (I 
am  far  from  insinitatiiig  that  other  gmtlemen  who 
are  oppc^ed  to  the  tariff  are  actuated  by  any  aiich 
spirit)  is  nnconqoerable.  We  disregarded  the  in* 
timation  when  it  was  first  made:  we  shall  be  im- 
inflneooed  by  it  now.  If,  indeed,  there  were  the 
least  color  for  the  anerlion  that  the  foreign  trade 
is  to  be  crushed  by  the  tariff,  is  it  not  Etraage  that 
the  whole  of  the  representation  from  all  of  our 
great  commeteial  metropoltSEa  should  uitite  to  de- 
stroy it  1  The  member  ,fTom  Boston,  (to  whose 
national  and  disinterested  course  1  am  happy  on  ' 
this  as  on  many  other  occasions  to  be  able  to  tesd- 
fyi)  the  representatives  from  thecityof  New  York, 
from  Philadelphia,  and  from  Baltimtwe,  all  entered 
into  this  confederacy  to  destroy  it,  by  supporting 
this  mad  and  ruinous  tariff.  Some  gentlemen  as- 
sert that  it  is  too  comprehensive.  That  it  leaves 
□o  important  interest  unprovided  for  recommends 

The  same  gentlemen,  or  others,  if  it  had  been 
mote  limited,  would  have  objected  to  its  partial 
operation.  The  general  measure  of  the  protectioit 
which  it  coiomunicates,  is  pronounced  to  be  im- 
moderate and  enormous.  Yet  no  one  ventures  to 
enter  into  a  specification  of  the  particular  articles 
of  which  it  is  composed,  to  show  that  it  deserves 
thus  to  be  characterized.  The  article  of  molasses 
has,  indeed,  been  selected  out,  and  held  up,  as  aa 
inattnce  of  the  alleged  eitnvagairce.  The  exist- 
ing tariff  imposes  a  duty  of  five  cems ;  the  pro- 
pcHed  tariff  ten  cents,  pier  galloa.  Wb  tax  very 
high  foreign  ^lirita,  um  yet  we  let  in,  with  a  very ' 
low  doty,  foreign  mcdanes,  whi<A  ought  to  be  ca»^ 
sidered  as  mm  in  diagniae,  filling  the  space  of  so- 
mueh  domestic  spirits.  If  (wliich  1  do  not  believe - 
will  be  immediai^  the  case,  to  any  conaidetable 
extent)  the  mannfacture  of  spirits  from  molaues 
sbonld  somewhat  decline,  under  the  new  tarifi)  the  - 
manufacture  of  spirits  from  the  raw  material  [ko- 
duced  at  home  will  be  extended  in  the  same  de- 
gree. Besides  the  ineidentaladvantageofincrens- 
ing  our  security  against  the  effects  of  seasons  of 
sc&rcity,  by  increasing  the  distillation  of  spirits 
from  grain,  there  was  hardly  any  item  in  the  tariff 
which  combined  so  many  interests  in  supporting 
the  proposed  rate  of  du^.  The  grain^Towing 
country,  the  fruit  country,  and  the  cnltnie  of  cane, 
wonld  be  all  benefited  bjr  the  duty.  Its  opeattw 
is  said,  however,  to  be  injurious  on  a  certain  quar- 
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tei  of  the  UaioD.  It  was  not  la  be  denied  that 
each  parlioular  section  of  the  country  would  feel 
someoneormoreaiticleaof  tlie  tariff  to  bear  bard 
upon  it,  during  a  short  period ;  but  the  compeou- 
tion  was  to  be  found  in  the  more  favorable  opera- 
tion of  others.  Now,  I  am  fully  persuaded  that, 
in  the  first  instance,  no  rart  of  the  Union  would 
more  largel]'  share  than  New  England,  in  the  ag- 
ffregaie,  of  the  benefits  resulting  from  the  tariff. 
The  habits  of  economy  of  her  people,  their  indus- 
try, their  skill,  theii  noble  enterprise,  the  stimula- 
ting efiects  of  their  more  rigorous  climate,  all  tend 
to  insure  to  her  the  first  and  the  richest  fruits  of 
the  tariff.  The  Middle  and  the  Western  States 
would  come  in  afterwards  for  their  portion,  and 
all  would  share  in  the  advantage  of  internal  ex- 
changes and  circulation.  No  quarter  of  the  Union 
could  urge,  with  an  iller  grace  than  New  England, 
objections  to  a  measure  Having  for  its  object  the 
advancement  of  the  interests  of  the  whole ;  for  no 
quarter  of  the  Union  participated  more  extensively 
in  the  benefits  flowing  from  the  (Deneral  Gkivem- 
ment  Her  tonnage,  her  fisheries,  her  foreign 
tiade,  have  been  constaatly  objects  of  federal  care. 
There  was  expended  the  ^eatest  portion  of  the 
public  revenue.  The  building  of  the  public  ships ; 
their  equipment ;  the  expenses  incident  to  theii 
remaining  in  port,  chiefiy  took  place  there.  That 
great  drain  upon  the  revenue,  the  Revolutionarv 
pension  law,  tended  principally  to  New  Englana. 
I  do  not  complain  of  these  advanta^s  which  she 
enjoys.  She  is,  probably,  fairly  entitled  to  them. 
But  gentlemen  from  that  quarter  may  at  least  be 
justly  reminded  of  them  when  they  complain  of 
the  onerous  effect  of  one  or  two  items  of  the  tariff. 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  frankly  own  that  I  feel  great 
solicitude  for  the  success  of  this  bill.  The  inde- 
pendence of  my  country  on  all  foreign  States, 
as  it  respects  a  supply  of  our  essential  wants, 
has  ever  been  with  me  a  favorite  object.  The 
war  of  our  Revolution  effected  our  emancipa- 
tion. The  last  war  contributed  greatly  towards 
achieving  our  commercial  freedom.  But  our  en- 
tire independence  will  only  be  consammated  after 
the  policy  of  this  bill  snail  be  recognised  and 
adopted.  We  have  great  difficulties  to  contend 
with;  old  habits — colonial  usages — the  obduracy 
of  the  colonial  spirit — the  enormous  profits  of  a 
forugn  trade,  prosecuted  nndei  favorable  circum- 
stances, which  no  longer  continue.  I  will  not 
despair ;  the  cause,  I  verily  believe,  is  the  cause  of 
the  conntry.  It  may  be  postponed ;  it  may  be  frus- 
trated for  the  moment,  but  it  must  finally  prevail. 
Let  us  endeavor  to  ac<^uire  for  the  present  Congress 
(be  merit  of  laying  this  solid  foundation  of  the  na- 
tional prosperity.  If.  as  I  think,  fatally  for  the 
Eblic  interest,  tne  bill  shall  be  defeated,  what  will 
the  chajacter  of  the  accoimt  which  we  shall 
have  to  render  our  constituents  upon  our  return 
among  them?  We  shall  be  asked,  what  hare 
ypu  done  to  remedy  the  disorders  of  the  currency  ? 
Why,  Mr.  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  made  us  a 
long  report  on  the  matter,  containing  much  valu- 
able information,  and  some  very  good  reasoning, 
but,  upon  the  whole,  we  found  that  subject  rather 
ftbove  our  comprehenBion,  and  we  concluded  that 


it  was  wisetit  to  let  it  regulate  itself.  What  have 
you  done  to  supply  the  deficit  in  the  Treastuy  ? 
We  thought  that,  although  you  are  all  endeavor- 
ing to  get  out  of  banks,  it  was  a  very  good  time 
for  us  to  go  into  them,  and  we  have  authorized  a 
loan  1  You  have  done  something,  then,  certainly, 
on  the  subject  of  retrenchment.  Here,  at  home, 
we  are  practising  (he  greatest  economy,  and  our 
daughters,  no  longer  able  to  wear  calico  gowns, 
are  obliged  to  put  on  homespun.  Why,  we  have 
saved^y  the  indefatigable  eierlions  ot  a  member 
from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Cooke,)  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars, which  were  wanted  for  the  Yellow  Stone 
ex)iedition.  No,  not  quite  so  much ;  for  thirty 
thousand  dollars  of  that  sum  were  stUt  wanted, 
although  westopped  the  expedition  at  the  Council 
Blufis.  And  we  have  saved  another  sum,  which 
we  hope  will  give  you  great  satisfaction.  After 
near  two  days'  debate,  and  a  division  between  the 
two  Houses,  we  struck  off  two  hundred  dollars 
from  the  salary  of  the  clerk  of  Mr.  Attorney  Gen- 
eral. What  have  yon  done  to  protect  the  home 
industry  from  the  effects  of  the  contracted  policy 
ot  foreign  Powers?  We  thought  it  best,  after 
much  deliberation,  to  leave  things  aione  at  ham^ 
and  to  continue  our  encouragement  to  foreign  in- 
dustry. Well,  surely,  you  have  passed  some  law 
to  reanimate  and  revive  the  hopes  of  the  numerous 
bankrupts  that  have  been  made  by  the  extraordi- 
nary circumstances  of  the  world,  and  the  ruinous 
tendency  of  our  own  policy  1  No;  the  Senate 
could  not  agree  on  that  subject,  and  the  bankrupt 
bill  failed  !  Can  we  plead,  sir,  ignorance  of  the 
general  distress,  and  of  the  ardent  wishes  of  the 
community  for  that  protection  of  its  industry, 
which  this  bill  proposes  T  No,  sir,  daily  almost 
throughout  the  session,  have  we  been  receiving 
petitions,  with  which  our  table  b  now  loaded,  im- 
ploring us  to  extend  this  protection.  Unanimous 
resolutions  from  important  State  Legislatures  have 
called  upon  us  to  give  it,  and  the  people  of  whole 
States,  almost  in  a  mass — of  New  York,  New  Jer- 
sey, Pennsylvania,  and  Ohio — have  transmitted  to 
us  their  earnest  and  humble  petitions  to  encourage 
the  home  industry.  Let  us  not  turn  a  dmf  ear  to 
them.  Let  us  not  disappoint  Iheirjust  expectations. 
Let  us  manifest,  by  (be  pafisage  of  this  bill,  that 
Congress  does  not  deserve  the  reproaches  which 
have  been  cast  on  it,  of  insensibility  to  the  wants 
and  sufferings  of  the  people. 

When  Mr.  C.  had  concluded — after  explanatory 
observatioDs  between  Mr.  CuY  and  Mr.  Smith, 
of  Maryland,  the  Coomiittee  rose,  and  the  House 
adjourned. 


Thorsdat,  April !». 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  reli^ 
of  Qrame  Keith  Spenee ;  which  was  twice  read. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  McCoy  that  it  lie 
on  the  table;  which,  being  rejected,  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  SMITH)  from  the  same  committee,  also  re- 
ported a  bill  madting  appropriations  for  carrying 
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into  effect  the  treaty  lately  concluded  with  the 
Cbippcwa  nation  of  Indians;  which  was  read 
twice,  end  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  better  reflation 
of  the  trade  with  the  Indian  tribes." 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
.act  to  continue  in  force  'An  act  to  protect  the 
C(»nmerce  of  the  United  Stales,  and  to  punish  the 
crime  of  piracy,'  and  also  to  mate  further  provision 
for  punishing  the  crime  of  piracy ;"  in  which  they 
.ast  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Storrs  submitted  the  following  resolution ; 

Ruolvtd,  hy  the  Senate  and  Hoaie  of  Repruenta- 
livet  of  the  United  Statu  of  America  in  Congrett 
auemlled,  Thil  the  Preaident  of  tbe  aenits  taS  the 
B[HBker  of  ths  HoiiM  of  RRprraeDltli*ei,  for  the  time 
baiof,  bfl  *ad  Ihs;  are  hereby  sathDriied  to  grant  the 
DM  of  the  booki  in  the  Library  of  Congren,  during 
the  receu  of  iti  aaniaiu,  to  the  BecreUry  of  the  Banate 
and  Clerk  of  the  Hodm  of  RcpTe*eiil«ti*ai  of  the  Uni- 
ted State*,  on  tbe  termi,  and  DDttar  the  rule*,  regula- 
tion*, mirietiooa,  and  penaltiei,  that  mc 
giiM*  «!•  allowed  K>  lue  the  aaiil  booki. 

The  resolution  was  read  t 
lie  on  tbe  table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  to  continue  in  force 
'an  act  to  protect  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  and  punish  the  crime  of  piracy,'  and  also 
to  make  farther  provision  for  punishine  the  crime 
of  piracy,"  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole, 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  establish  certain 
land  offices  in  the  Slate  of  Alabama,  (so  amended 
in  this  House  as  to  include  also  Indiana  and  Illi- 
nois,) was  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  returned 
to  the  Senate  for  concurrence  in  the  amendments. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  confirm  certain  pro- 
ceedings of  the  iobabiiants  of  Cahokia,  in  the 
State  of  Illinois,  in  laying  out  a  town  on  the 
commons  of  said  village,  was  read  a  third  time, 
pas-ied,  and  returned  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  LiTTLB  introduced  a  proposition,  the  object 
of  which  was,  that  tbe  House  sbonld,  for  the  re- 
mainder of  this  session,  meet  at  11  o'cloctc  instead 
of  10,  the  present  appointed  hour.  In  snpporl  of  this 
motion,  he  said  that  ei'ery  day  for  a  week  past  there 
had  not  been  more  than  thirty  members  present 
at  the  hour  of  meeting,  and  the  chairmen  of  com- 
mittees were  not  present  to  make  their  reports,  but 
subsequently  came  into  the  House,  and  obtamed 
leave  to  report.  He  therefore  thought  it  would  be 
a  saving  of  time  to  meet  at  tbe  hour  of  11,  apd 
afford  time  to  the  committees  to  sit  in  the  morning, 
and  transact  business. 

This  motion  produced  some  little  discussion  be- 
tween Messrs.  Sihkins,  Foot,  Campbell,  Tat- 
LOH,  and  McCoy.  Among  other  things,  it  was 
said  by  Mr.  McCoT  that^  though  there  was  a  large 
maioTity  of  the  House  in  favor  of  meeting  at  an 
early  hour,  there  never  was  a  majority  present  at 
tbe  hour  of  meeting.  He  was,  however,  opposed 
to  changing  the  hour  of  meeting,  which  had  al- 
ready been  changed  more  than  once  in  the  session. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Little  was  negatived. 


Mr.  SiMEiNB  then  moved  this  resolution ; 

Saahed,  Tbal  the  House  nil!  not  adjourn  on  an; 
dsj  before  the  honi  of  Sts  o'clock  in  the  afteinoon, 
vhilat  anj  qntation  before  it  ii  in  diicusilon,  and  re- 
mains undecided. 


HEVISIOK  OF  THE  TAHIFP. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  regulating  the 
duties  on  imports. 

The  question  being  on  the  Committee's  rising 
and  reporting  the  tariff  bill  to  the  House,  the  de- 
bate thereon  was  resumed. 

Mr.  BjtRBOtta,  of  Virginia,  addressed  the  Com- 
mittee as  follows ; 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  feel  much  indebted  to  the 
Committee  for  their  goodness  in  rising  on  yester- 
day, to  afford  me  an  opportunity  of  expressing  my 
views  upon  this  subject. 

1  am  about  to  attempt  an  answer  to  the  member 
from  Pennsylvania  who  reported  this  bill,  and 
other  gentlemen  who  followed  him  in  its  support. 
Considering  the  arduousness  of  the  undertaking,  it 
miebt  perhaps  be  the  part  of  prudence  in  me  to 
decline  It:  for  one  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr. 
Thimble)  informed  us  that  he  had  demonstrated 
many  of  bin  propositions,  and  thus  placed  them 
beyond  the  possibility  of  question,  although  moral 
and  political  questions  are,  in  their  nature,  inca- 
pable of  demonstration,  and  it  cannot  be  affirmed 
of  any  thing  short  of  demonstration  that  there  b 
no  possible  doubt;  whilst  another  member  from 
Kentucky  (the  Speaker)  has  invited  the  opponents 
of  the  bill  to  attempt  an  answer  to  the  membej 
from  Pennsylvania ;  from  which  it  may  be  infer- 
red, that  the  advocates  of  tbe  bill  feel  something 
like  the  confidence  of  anticipated  triumph.  Ardu- 
ous however  as  the  undertaking  may  be,,  fearful 
as  the  odds  may  be  against  me,  I  am  emboldened 
to  proceed,  from  the  consideration  that,  in  such  a 
conflict  as  I  find  myself  engaged  in,  success  on  my 
part  would  be  cause  of  self-gratulation,  whilst  de- 
feat would  not  be  attended  with  disgrace. 

The  Speaker,  in  the  close  of  his  remarks,  called 
upon  us  to  say  what  account  we  could  render  of 
our  itewardsbip  when  we  returned  to  our  consti- 
tuents 7  He  presented  to  us  the  following  train  of 
inquiry  in  detail :  What,  said  he,  have  you  done 
upon  the  subject  of  retrenchment '?  I  shall  be 
ready  to  answer,  in  relation  to  that  subject,  that  I 
exerted  my  utmost  efforts  to  effect  a  considerable 
retrenchment ;  and  that,  if  I  did  not  succeed,  it 
was  because  1  was  overruled  bj  a  majority  of  this 
House,  who  differed  from  me  in  opinion  as  to  the 
policy  of  continuing  to  its  full  amount  one  very 
large  item  of  public  expenditure.  What  have  vou 
done  as  to  the  currency  of  the  country?  I  shsU 
answer,  nothing,  because  nothing  was  necessary  to 
be  done.  The  channel  of  circulation  had  become 
too  full,  it  had  overflowed  its  banks.  The  flood  of 
circulating  medium  has  subsided  j  it  has  already 
sought,  or  is  tending  to  seek,  its  level,  almost  as 
the  water*  of  the  Potomac  seek  theirs.  As  physi- 
cal laws  govern  the  one,  so  the  laws  of  political 
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econoDD^  govern  the  olber.  Self-regulation,  then, 
is  a  safer  and  better  leliaoce  than  anj  act  ot  legis- 
latioD.  Wbat  have  you  done  to  relieve  the  thou- 
sands of  unfortunate  oankrupls  in  the  country  ?  I 
shall  be  ready  to  answer  that,  whilst  I  sincerely 

rpathize  with  my  suffering  fellow-citizens  in 
situation,  I  could  not  vote  for  a  bankropt  bill 
consistently  with  my  idea  of  the  immutable  prin- 
ciples of  justice.  I  do  not  speak  now  of  the  re- 
lease of  theix  penons  from  eoDfiaonent.  To  such 
a  proposition  my  objections  do  not  apply ;  but  I 
never  can  consent  to  cancel  the  obligation  of  con- 
trati^  and  to  exempt  aHer-acquired  property  from 
liability  to  the  paymeaiof  debts;  because  the  rela- 
tion of  debtor  and  creditor  cannot  exist,  until  the 
debtor  shall  havereceived  something  of  Telue  from 
the  creditor,  and  then  to  cancel  the  obligation  of 
the  contract,  is  to  say  to  the  creditor,  wiio  has 
DOrted  with  value  we  cannot  restore  to  him,  that 
ne  shall  not  receive  the  equivalent  which  the  debt- 
or promised,  and  without  the  entectation  of  which 
he  never  would  have  parted  with  what  constituted 
the  consideration  of  tbat  promise.  This,  sir,  is  a 
Tery  brief  account  of  my  stewardship  in  relation 
to  theiie  subjects,  with  which  1  shall  expect  that 
my  constituents  will  be  so  satisfied  as  to  say  that, 
as  it  respects  them,  1  have  been  a  faithful  servant. 
1  shall  not  ask  them  for  the  further  reward  of 
"making  me  steward  over  many  things,  because  1 
have  been  faithful  over  a  few."  But,  sir,  what 
connexion  have  Iheee  subjects  with  the  bill  now 
nnder  discussion  1  Suppose  that  the  House  had 
decided  improperly  upon  all  these,  can  they  by  any 
possibility  affect  ue  decision  upon  this  question, 
which  must  rest  upon  the  basis  of  its  own  intrin- 
sic merits'?  But  what  have  you  done  in  favor  of 
domestic  manufactures  7  Here  again,  sir.  I  am 
ready  to  answer,  nothing;  and,  as  this  inquiry 
Inings  us  directly  to  the  very  subject  before  the 
Committee.  I  will  now  proceed  to  state  to  you, 
and  tbrougn  you  to  my  constituents,  the  reasons 
which  have  produced  a  conviction  upon  my  mind 
that,  in  doing  nothing,  we  shall  act  wisely. 

Tdc  avowed  object  of  this  bill  is,  by  meaas  of 
increased  duties  upon  imported  goods,  to  affwd  en- 
couragement to  that  part  of  the  indiEtry  of  the 
country  which  is  engaged  in  domestic  manufac- 
tures ;  and  the  question  is,  whether  such  a  meas- 
ure is  compatible  with  the  principles  of  justice,  or 
of  sound  policy)  It  will  be  my  endeavor  to  prove 
•*"**  ■•  ■"  — "     Before,  however,  I  go  particularly 


that  it 


1  these  views,  I  beg  leave  to  answer  the  re- 
nurks  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr. 
Baldwin,)  and  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
(Mr.  STDRHf,}  of  a  general  nature,  in  relation 
to  our  system  of  revenue  from  imposts.  They  have 
characterized  it  with  epithets  of  the  severest  repro- 
bation. It  has  been  called  an  uneound,  a  rotten 
system.  So  far  from  thinking  that  these  epithets 
are  merited,  I  have,  for  my  part,  a  decided  prefer- 
ence for  the  impost  system,  and  I  will  proceed  to 
slate  to  the  Committee  the  reasons  of  that  prefer- 
ence. The  whole  practice  of  the  Government, 
from  its  commencement  to  the  present  moment, 
with  but  few  exceptions,  and  those  principally  in 
time  of  war,  has  been  to  rely  upon  imposts  for  the 


purpose  of  defraying  its  expenditures.  Of  this 
fact  I  make  the  aouUe  use,  that  those  who  hare 
administered  the  Government  have-  considered 
this  mode  of  raising  revenue  most  consistent  with 
the  feelings  of  the  people,  and  that  the  people  them- 
selves, having  been  accustomed  to  it  for  thirty 
years,  would  find  it  more  agreeable  and  convouent 


change-  So  far  from  this,  the  reasons  are,  in  my 
opinion,  strong  in  favor  of  its  continuance.  Let  us 
examine  them  somewhat  at  large.  This  mode  of 
raising  revenue  by  impost  is  ihe  least  expensive  in 
its  collection,  and  of  course,  of  any  given  mm 
raised  by  taxation,  the  less  there  may  be  expeudod 
in  collection,  the  more  there  will  be  applicable  to 
the  purposes  of  the  Government.  Genuemen  hare 
said  that  the  excise  in  England  was  collected  at 
less  expense  than  any  other  tax.  Whatever  laajf 
be  the  case  in  England,  such  would  not  be  the  &ir 
calculation  in  thiscountry.  In  England  the  popula- 
' '  n  is  dense,  and  the  manufacturers  are  collected 

large  cities  and  towns,  which  would  maka  the 
collection  much  less  expensive  than  in  the  United 
Slates,  where  the  popolation  is  comparatively  very 
sparse,  and  the  manufacturers  scattered  over  a 
much  larger  surface.  But,  instead  of  detaining  the  . 
Committee  withprobabilities,  I  will  refer  them  to 
matter  of  fact.  The  report  from  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, of  December,  1801,  states  that  whilst  the 
expenses  of  collection  on  merchandise  and  tonnage 
dia  not  exceed  four  per  cent.  thoBeon  the  permanent 
internal  duties  amounted  to  almost  twenty  per  cent. 
This  he  ascribed  to  the  dispersed  situation  of  the 
persons  paying  the  duties,  and  the  total  amounted 
revenue  being  inconsiderable.  But,  sir,  let  us  come 
nearer  the  present  time.  It  appears,  from  official 
documents,  that  the  total  amount  of  duties  on  im- 
ports, for  the  years  1815, 1816, 1817,  and  1818,  wis 
(not  r^:arding  fractions)  $118,383,000,  and  the 
whole  expense  of  collection(in  like  manner  dis- 
carding fractions)  was  $2,771,000,  not  equal  to 
two  and  a  half  per  cent  upon  the  whole  amount. 
From  the  same  source  I  derive  the  fact  that  die 
expense  of  the  collectioQ  of  internal  duties,  in 
1816,  was  four  ptr  cent  and  eight-tenths,  and  that 
of  the  collection  of  the  direct  tax  of  the  same  year 
was  five  per  cent,  and  three-tenths. 

A  second  advaiitage  in  favor  of  the  inq)oet  ays-  ■ 
tem  is,  that  there  is  much  less  loss  to  the  Govon- 
ment  by  insolvency,  dec. ;  it  appears  that  the 
wholeloss  upon  customs,  from  the  commencement 
of  the  system,  amounting  to  the  enormous  sum  of 
S351,329,79di  is  not  quite  on^half  of  onepercent. 
Without  referring  theCommittee  to  thenunutinof 
official  reports,  1  am  justified  in  saying,  generally, 
that  the  loss  in  the  collection  of  internal  taxes  has 
been  much  greater,  and  for  this  obvious  reason, 
that  the  customs  are  collected  from  a  very  few 
persons  in  comparison  with  those  from  whom  the 
other  taxes  are  collected.  A  third  advantage  is, 
that  the  payment  of  this  kind  of  tax  is  an  act  of 
volition ;  the  duty  becomes  a  part  of  the  price,  and 
we  either  buy  or  not  as  we  choose ;  whereas,  as  far 
as  internal  taxes  should  consist  of  direct  taxee,the 
I  payment  would  be  matter  of  compulsion.  A  foiffth 
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^adrantage  is,  that  this  system  is  oalculated  to  op- 
erate more  cqaally.  Tae  great  desideratwn  m 
ercry  sjEtem  of  taxation  should  be  to  make  every 
citizen  contribate,  as  far  as  prmcticabie,  in  propor- 
tion to  bis  abilitr.  As  tbere  is  no  mode  of  ascer- 
taining that  alslity  Triih  precision,  -mlbonl  too 
inqoisitonal  a  semtiny,  the  best  approximation 
which  we  can  make  to  it  is  to  act  upon  the  prin- 
ciple that  BTcry  man's  expense  is  propcationed  to 
his  ability;  the  few  examples  which  we  obserre 
of  a  departore  fiom  this  principle,  in  prodigality 
at  extravagance,  do  not  disturb  the  general  truth ; 
the  present  system  has  this  principle  for  its  basis, 
as  t&e  buyer  of  goods  pays  a  tax  according  to  wli at 
hepuiehases.  Although  the  same  reasoningwould 
apply  to  excises,  yet  it  cleaily^  would  not  to  direct 
taxes  ]  they,  by  the  Constitution^  most  be  laid,  not 
according  to  weakb,  but  according  to  pi^tilati«i ; 
thus,  in  easeof  a  direct  tax,  a  maau^etiinng  State, 
with  millioDs  of  capital  fvoStaUy  employed  in  that 
way,  would  pay  not  one  cent  more  than  another 
State  of  eqnal  population,  wkose  wealth  was  even 
fifty  per  cent,  less  than  that  of  the  other ;  but  it  is 
not  only  tbns  unequal  in  its  operation  between  dif- 
ferent States,  it  IS  ^also  sutnect  to  aiormous  in- 
eqnalities  between  citizens  of  the  same  State. 

The  dim:!  tax  is  imposed  upon  land  with  its 
improvements  and  slaves.  Now,  sir,  it  might  ha^ 
pen  that  a  man  woith  ten  thousand  dollars,  if  it 
consitted  in  lands  and  slaves,  might  pay  more  di- 
'  rect  tax  than  one  worth  hall*  a  million,  if  it  con- 
sisted of  certain  descriptions  of  property,  sack  as 
bank  stock,  funded  debt,  dec.,  forthis  kind  of  prop- 
-evty  ^ya  no  put  of  the  dmet  tax.  A  fifth  advan- 
tage in  adhoing  to  this  system  is,  that  now  we 
'  teve  oam  set  of  officers ;  whereas,  if  w«  introduce 
a  pevmaMst  system  of  int^nal  taxation,  tbe  pres- 
ent sTstcBi  must  atill  be  also  continued,  and  thus 
we  soalt  create  another  set  of  officers,  whose  sala- 
ries and  paquisiles  of  office  will  be  an  entire  loss, 
in  a  peouBiary  point  of  view,  besides  the  vexation 
produced  by  boBg  liable  to  the  demands  of  a  double 
aet  of  tax-gatherets.  The  last,  but  not  the  least 
advantage  whieb  I  will  mention,  is,  thatthe  power 
of  laying  imposts  is  taken  from  the  States  and 
gives  exclusively  to  Congress.  One  of  the  strong- 
est objeotiona  to  the  Constitution  was,  the  coHi- 
sion  which  might  arise  beTween  the  State  and 
Federal  Qovemments,  in  the  exercise  of  their  re- 
^eetive  Mwers  of  taxation,  where  tber  were  eon- 
eaneul;  bat  in  this  particoiar  mode  of  laying  du- 
ties on  imports,  and  in  this  only,  the  Federal 
GoremBMBt  having  the  power  exclttsively,  there 
is  a  eomi^Me  obnation  of  all  difficulties  which 
might  arise  from  collidins  jurisdiction. 

The  advocates  of  this  Ml  bare  Kdd  us  that  we 
'  oannot  much  l<»ger  get  on  without  the  aid  of  in- 
ternal taxation;  that toonttorlaterweimwt come 
to  that  pcunt;  and  that,  dieiefore,  we  had  better 
do  it  at  onee.  My  first  remark  in  r^y  to  this  is, 
that  if,  as  I  have  attempted  to  show,  the  syston 
of  impost  be  a  better  and  more  equal  one  than  tiiat 
of  intonal  taxation,  then  the  argument  which 
wonld  perraade  na  to  adopt  the  latter,  by  antici- 
'pation^  because  we  might  hereafter  be  obliged  to 
■do  it,  IS  predsdy  like  pamadiBg  a  man  that,  be- 


cause he  must,  in  the  course  of  nature,  iDevitaUr 
die,  it  would  become  him  to  anticipate  tt  by  his 
own  act,  in  the  commission  of  suicide.  But,  say 
eendemen,  the  revenue  from  imposts  is  nnequal  to 
tne  exigencies  of  the  Government ;  and  how  do 
yon  propose  to  remedy  it  ?  Wby,  it  would  seem, 
by  tbe  passage  of  a  bul,  the  efiect  of  which  must 
be,  as  I  sbair  presently  attempt  to  show,  to  dimin- 
ish that  very  revenue  which  gentlemen  say,  even 
now,  is  insufficient.  The  onfywaybywhicn  this 
apparent  inconsistency  can  be  explomed  is,  that 
this  subject  is  discnssed  as  if  a  system  of  iAtemal 
taxation  were  now  in  being ;  but  I  call  upon  gen- 
tlemen to  remember,  that  whatever  their  wishes  or 
opinions  as  to  the  relative  merits  of  the  two  sys- 
tems may  be,  the  impost  system  exists  now  in 
point  of  fact,  whilst  the  other  does  not ;  and  I  will 
add  my  wish,  that  it  never  may,  tmtil  it  shall  be- 
come indispensably  necessary,  not  by  our  forced 
Ic^n^tion,  btit  by  the  natural  coarse  of  events. 
I  have  just  said  that  I  would  attempt  to  show 
that  the  passase  of  this  bill  wonid  diminish  our 
rerenne;  I  vriU  now  redeem  my  pledge,  or  en- 
deavor to  do  so. 

Tbe  fint  pio]wsition  whieb  I  shall  lay  down  is 
this — that  It  will  lessen  tbe  amount  of  importa- 
tions, upon  this  obvious  principle,  that  any  siven 
quantity  of  tbe  exportable  produce  of  tbe  land  and 
labor  of  tbe  coimtry  will  purchase  fewer  commodi- 
ties at  a  higher,  than  it  would  at  a  lower  price. 
That  the  imposition  of  the  proposed  duties  will 
raise  the  priee  of  the  commodities  imported  no 

Sentinnan  has  mestioned.  Our  exportaUe  mi- 
uce  remaining  Uie  same,  then,  will  purchase  leas 
than  if  the  duty  were  not  raised ;  and,  coiua- 
qnentty,  tbe  quantity  of  articles  must  be  dimin- 
ished. If  it  be  said  that  the  increased  duties  will 
oompenaate  for  the  diminished  consumption,  I  an- 
swer, that,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  mete  luxu- 
ries, tbe  great  hoik  of  imported  commodities  is 
eonsumeuby  that  portion  of  our  people,  who,  con- 
stituting the  middle  class  of  society  between  pov- 
erty and  wealth,  are,  with  various  de^ees  of  prop- 
erty, only  independent  or  modemteiy  rich.  Though 
tbe  ve^  wealthy  man  might  still  continue  to  pur- 
chase his  luxuries  as  before,  without  regaro  to 
price,  yet,  ammigst  the  great  class  which  I  have 
mentioned,  (^tbevery  bone  and  sinew  of  the  commu- 
nity,)there  is  a  spirit  of  prudence  and  calculation 
which  makes  them  value  their  comforts  and  plea- 
sures at  a  cCTtain  price  only,  beyond  f^ich  they 
wilt  not  go.  What  that  is  it  is  nnpo^ble  to  say, 
with  any  thing  like  precision,  it  being  a  men 
question  of  quantity,  of  more  or  Itsa ;  I  ventore, 
however,  to  say,  that  the  duties  now  proposed 
would  {MSI  this  limit,  and  consequently  catise  a 
mat  diminntion  of  consumption,  and  with  it  a 
aiminntion  of  comfort  to  oor  citizens,  and  of  rev- 
enue to  the  Government 

1  pass  on  to  oAer  views.  Tbe  ^creased  rate  of 
duty  will  Amiah  a  strong  additional  temptation 
to  smuggling,  already  in  some  iegtis  practised 
with  the  existing  dnties,  and  thus,  as  far  as  that 
practice  shall  ntend,  demand  the  Cfovemmeat  al- 
together. But  the  advocates  of  tbe  bill  themselves 
a£iiit  that  there  will  be  a  diminntion  of  revenue 
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u  to  many  of  the  moit  importaat  aiiicles,  and 
hare  attempted  (o  wpply  it  by  an  increase  of  duty 
twon  iron,  salt,  sugar,  and  coffee — articles  either 
M  absolute  aeeeuity,  or,  at  least,  of  ordinary  com' 
fort.  Upon  this  I  must  take  leave  to  remark,  that 
if  these  articles  will  bear  an  increase,  we  ought, 
according  to  the  dedaralioDS  of  gentlemen  them- 
selres,  to  hare  the  benefit  of  it;  for  ihey  tell  ua 
'  that  our  rcTenue  is  deficient,  and  any  addition 
which  these  articles  will  beat  will  not  be  more 
than  the  QoTemmeat  can  conveniently  dispose  of. 
At  a  time,  then,  when  all  the  revenue  which  we 
can  derive  from  imports  will  not  more  than  meet 
the  exigencies  of  the  Treasury,  it  surely  cannot  be 
right  to  adopt  any  policy  which  would  diminish 
ibal  amount,  even  if  the  policy  jKoposed  to  be 
established  might,  under  other  circumstances,  be 
thoueht  a  correct  one. 

I  EQall  now  endeavor  to  prove  that  it  is  in  viola- 
tion of  the  general  principles  of  political  economy 
to  build  up  a  manufacturing  system  by  the  forced 
means  of  legiElative  inlerference,  and  that  there  is 
nothing  peculiar  in  the  situation  of  this  country, 
whether  considered  in  relation  to  its  political  char- 
acter or  otherwise,  which  makes  our  ease  an  ex- 
ception to  the  general  rule.  It  would  seem,  how- 
ever, from  what  has  been  said  by  the  Speaker  of 
the  writers  on  political  economy,  that  he  reposes 
little  or  DO  conndenee  in  them.  He  has  said,  that 
we  derive  our  visionary  theories  from  European 
writers,  whom  their  own  Governments  do  not  ac- 
knowledse  as  guides  in  legislation ;  thus,  that  oen- 
tlemao,  instead  of  meeting  and  refuting  the  doC' 
trines  of  Stuart,  Smith,  and  others,  has  at  once 
put  Ihem  under  the  ban  of  his  denunciation  by  a 
sinele  contemptuous  remark.  Indeed,  it  might  be 
said  of  him,  as  was  said  of  another  distinguished 
man  upon  another  occasion,  "that  he  pat  to  flight 
a  host  of  syllogisms  by  a  sneer."  After  all  his 
disparagement  of  European  writers  on  thescience 
of  political  economy,  I  must  be  permitted  to  say. 
that,  if  their  manufactures  of  cotton  and  wool 
exceed  ours  as  fat  as  their  works  upon  this  inter- 
estini  subject  surpass  ours,  then  indeed  we  cannot 
sustam  the  competition  to  which  we  aspire  bv 
any  encouragement  which  we  con  aSbrdj  and 
though  their  Qovernments  do  not  follow  their 
counsel^  that  surely  is  no  reason  why  we  should 
not,  if  tney  be  in  themselves  correct,  and  calcU' 
lated  to  enhance  the  prosperity  of  the  country. 
As  well  might  it  be  said,  that  we  ought  not  to  re- 
spect any  of  their  principles  of  ethics  or  morality, 
auch,  for  example,  as  the  doctrines  of  Paley  oi 
Rutherford,  because  they  do  not  pursue  ihem. 
There  is,  it  is  true,  no  demonstration  in  the  sciences 
of  morals  and  politics,  as  there  is  in  the  mathe- 
matics j  but  there  are,  in  each  of  those  sciej 
certain  truths  so  obvious  in  themselves  and  so 
versally  assented  to  by  mankind,  that  they  almost 
rank  in  the  class  of  azioms,  and  constitute  the 
basis  of  reasoning  in  questions  of  this  kind ;  such, 
for  example,  is  the  principle,  that  the  market  price 
of  commodities  is  regulated  by  the  proportion  be- 
tween  the  actual  demand  and  supply.  It  i' 
principles  as  well  settled  as  this  that  1  shall  r 
la  the  course  of  this  argument,  though  they  may 


even  be  drawn  from  European  writer*.  Witboot 
further  remark^  I  will  proceed  directly  to  the  gen- 
eral reasoning  against  l^islative  interference  to 
create  and  sustain  a  maDuTacIuring  system. 

The  strength  of  every  country  consists  in  the 
number,  the  character,  and  the  wealth  of  its  popo- 
lation.  First,  then,  let  us  compare  two  countries, 
the  one  agricultural,  and  the  other  manufacturing, 
in  relatioo  to  numbers.  The  very  otijeet  of  agri- 
culture b  to  procure  the  means  of^subsistence;  bat 
it  is  agreed  on  all  hands  that  the  quantity  of  sub- 
sistence is  precisely  tbe  measure  of  the  extent  of 
population,  since  without  it  they  cannot  eiist;  of 
consequence,  other  things  being  equal,  the  connjiy, 
which  is  Hgriculiuial,  and  which  not  only  makea 
its  own  suMistence^  l»it  a  siurplus  for  exportation; 
which,  upon  occasion,  may  be  applied  to  supfdy 
the  deficiency  of  any  year,  will  be  mote  populous 
than  one,  a  great  part  of  whose  labor  is  applied  to 
manufactures,  and  which,  therefore,  in  ordinary 
years,  scarcely  makes  a  sufficiency,  and,  in  any 
case  of  deficiency,  depends  entirely  upon  a  foreign 
supply,  for  the  very  means  by  whioi  to  support 
life.  If  it  be  said  that  this  reasoning  does  not 
apply  to  the  present  situation  of  the  Umted  States, 
I  answer,  that  it  is  the  province  of  the  statesman, 
not  to  legislate  merely  for  the  present  moment, 
hut  to  loox  forward  to  that  state  of  things,  which, 
according  to  the  course  of  human  aflatrs,  may 
fairly  be  considered  as  inevitable;  and,  according 
to  all  experience,  the  time  will  come  when  it  wiU 
apply  to  us  with  full  force  as  well  as  to  other  na- 
tions. When,  for  example,  the  manufacturer!,  to- 
gether frith  their  families,  shall  bear  a  large  pro- 
portion to  the  remainiog  population ;  for  ut  it  be 
remembered,  that  while  fooa  only  increases  arith- 
metically, population  increases  geometrically;  an 
idea  which  1  shall  have  occasion  to  dwell  upon 
more  at  large  hereafter. 

Let  us  now  compare  tbe  same  two  nations  in 
relation  to  the  character  of  their  population,  whe- 
ther affected  by  moral  or  political  causes.  Tbe 
agriculturist,  in  this  country,  cultivates  his  own 
farm;  he  looks  only  to  the  bcn^ence  of  the  De- 
ity, and  the  sweat  of  his  own  brow,  for  the  main- 
tenance of  himself  and  family;  by  his  own  will 
he  regulates  bis  conduct ;  he  knows  no  supffior 
except  those  who  are  clothed  with  tbe  authority  of 
the  law;  he  thus  acquires  tbe  proud  spirit  of  an 
independent  freeman ;  he  has  the  port,  the  stature, 
the  dignity,  of  a  man.  On  the  contrary,  the  man- 
ufacturer has  no  source  of  revenue  hut  his  labor, 
which  he  must  constantly  sell  to  a  master ;  not  his 
own,  but  that  master's  will,  is  the  rule  of  his  con- 
duct. While  independence,  then,  is  the  charac- 
teristic of  the  agriculturist,  mere  servility  is  that 
of  the  manufacturer.  This  is  the  difference  in  the 
moral  effects ;  that  in  the  physical  is  just  as  strik- 
ing ;  the  agriculturist,  from  tbe  very  nature  of  bis 
pursuits,  enjoys  the  light  and  air  of  Heaven,  iu  aD 
Its  purity ;  he  has  his  tegular  periods  of  labor  and 
rest;  he  luis  that  strong  and  healthy  constitution 
which  results  from  these.  The  maaufaciurer,  on 
the  contrary,  tmder  the  orders  of  an  avariciona 
task-master,  scarcely  knows  the  distinction  of  day 
and  night    The  hammers  of  Birmingham  aie 
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ncrer  at  rest;  the  wheels  of  Hanchester  nerer 
(tuid  still.  They  &re  pent  up  in  loak-honMs  dur- 
ing  the  day,  smid  aozious  effluvia,  and  crowded 
in  hntB  at  night — that  is,  roeh  of  them  as  are 
allowed  to  aleep ;  for  a  part,  in  alternate  succes- 
sioD,  pamie  their  toils  during  the  ni^ht.  Such  is 
the  coitdition  of  the  adulla  eogaged  id  these  estab- 
lishments. That  of  the  cbildreD  is,  if  poB*iU& 
still  more  deplorable;  taken  at  an  early  period 
from  their  parents,  they  are  cut  off  from  the  eaered 
morality  of  the  hurth,  and  lose  all  benefit  of  p«- 
rental  instmctlon,  which  instils  the  lessons  of  wis- 
dom into  the  mind,  and  morality  into  the  heart ; 
diroWD  together  into  a  crowd,  where  there  is  a 
pronuEouoas  intercourse  between  diflerent  ages 
and  sexes,  &tigned  with  a  degree  of  labor  which 
they  can  scarcely  bear ;  without  the  aid  of  moral 
or  religious  instructioo.  tbey  grow  up  unfit  to  be 
membws  of  society,  ana  qaali&ed  only  to  obey  the 
will  of  a  master  themselTes,  and  to  transmit  that 
wretched  inheritance  to  their  posterity.  How  dif- 
ferent the  condition  of  the  eliUdren  of  the  agrieul- 
torist  I  The  virtue  and  independence  of  the  pa- 
rent  are  learned  and  practised  by  them,  and  they 
become  qualified  lo  act  with  propriety  in  all  the 
various  relations  in  which  they  stand  bound  to 
society.  Bat,  sir,  I  will  not  pursue  this  subject 
liirther.  1  refer  the  Committee  to  the  feeling  de- 
scription of  those  who  have  written  npon  it,  and 
particularly  to  that  of  the  celebrated  Aikin. 

The  advocates  of  this  bill  contend,  that  it  will 
tend  to  increase  the  national  wealth.  I  thinlc  I 
shall  be  able  to  show  that  they  are  entirely  deceived 
in  this  calculation.  Wealth,  either  public  or  pri- 
vate, consists  in  the  excess  of  production  beyond 
consumption  ;  wheierer  appropriation  of  capital, 
then,  will  create  the  largest  mass  of  production, 
(tbe  consumption  remaining  the  same,)  will  create 
the  most  wealth  ;  if  an  appropriation  to  mannfiic- 
tnres  were  the  most  profitable,  we  may  be  assured 
that  individual  interest  will  give  it  that  direction. 
This  principle  of  interest  is  one  of  the  strongest 
of  our  nature ;  "  not  written  on  the  heart  bv  pre- 
cept, but  engraven  by  destiny ;  not  iostilted  by  ed- 
ucation, but  infused  atournativity;"  it  bums  with 
an  inextinguishable  light,  like  the  fire  of  tbe  vestal 
vi^na.  The  unceasing  desire,  which  we  thus 
have,  to  belter  our  condition,  is  best  guided,  ■ — 


questions;  but,  let  it  be  remembered,  that  the  in- 
quiry here  is,  whether  it  will  add  to  the  totality 
of  the  wealth  of  the  nationi  I  have  already  shown 
that  it  will  produce  a  contrary  effect ;  and  that, 
too,  by  a  direct  injury  to  the  whole  mass  of  con- 
sumers ;  for,  precisely  as  you  enhance  the  price  of 
the  commodities  which  they  purchase^  you  dimin- 
ish the  value  of  the  products  of  their  labor,  the 
valne  of  which  consists  in  ihepower  of  command- 
ing the  products  of  tbe  labor  of  others.  Another 
great  advantage  which  an  agricultural  country 
poBsesaes  over  a  manufacturing  one,  is  the  greater 
stability  of  its  wealth  ;  the  wealth  of  the  first  con- 
sists in  ils  lands,  with  its  permanent  improvonenls, 
buildings,  melioration  of  soil,  &c.  which,  amidst 
all  the  vicissitudes  of  events,  and  even  the  shocks 
of  war,  still  remain ;  that  of  tbe  other,  with  the 
exception  of  the  fixed  part  of  the  capital,  consista 
in  wnat  claims  no  country  for  its  home,  but  that 
in  which  the  greatest  profit  can  be  made ;  it  may 
rather  besaid  to  sojotim  for  a  while  in  any  country, 
than  to  be  domiciliated  there;  one combmation  of 
circumstances  located  it  in  a  particular  place;  a 
different  combination  will  cause  its  removal.  The 
history  of  all  Europe  is  a  practical  commentary 
on  tbesereroarks;  manufactures  have  there  repeat- 
edly changed  their  abade;  and  no  man  can  tell 
how  soon  England  may  cease  to  be  the  work-«h^ 
and  toy-shop  of  Europe  and  America. 

Another  decided  recommendation  of  the  agrknl- 
tural  system  over  the  manufacturing,  is  this :  the 
interest  of  the  agricultnriat  is  nrecisely  identified 
with  that  of  the  community ;  that  of  the  manufac- 
turer is  not  only  not  identified,  but  is,  in  tome  de- 
gree, opposed  to  it.  Tbeinterestofthemanafactiner 
IS,  to  narrow,  as  much  as  possiUe,  the  competititHt 
in  the  sale  of  his  commodities ;  the  interest  of  the 
community  is,  obviously,  to  widen  that  competition. 
"  Profit,  loo,  is  naturaUy  low  in  rich,  and  hi|^  in 
poor  countries;  and  it  is  always  highest  in  eonn- 
4ries  which  are  going  fastest  to  ruin."  In  a  polit- 
ical point  of  view,  then,  it  is  well  worthy  of  con- 
sideration how  far  it  is  good  policy  to  create  and 
sustain,  by  artificial  means,  a  class  in  society  whose 
intnests  are  thus,  in  some  degree,  necessarily  op- 
posed to  those  of  the  rest  of  the  society.  I  do  not 
mean  to  say,  that  manufactures  are  not  useful,  and 


Why,  then,  is  the  capital  o: 


ZC 


by  individual  sa^city,  which  always  points. 

^,  .  ._,  _  .,  country  not  ap- 
propriated to  manufactures  1  Merely  for  the  reason, 


that  other  appropriations  of  it  are  more  profitabli  , 
this  is  proven,  incontestably,  by  the  very  circum- 
stance of  the  manoJacturers  asking  for  aid ;  for, 
sordy,  if  their  profit  were  equal  to  that  of  the  other 
pursuits  in  society,  they  would  not  need  it,  and  to 

Ee  it  would  be  the  extreme  of  injustice.  Bot,  if 
appropriation  of  capital  to  manufactures  be 
thus  clearly  shown  to  be  less  profitable  than  iu 
some  other  way,  then  it  follows  that  a  less  mass  of 
prodaction  is  created ;  and.  as  national  wealth  has 
Men  shown  to  consist  in  Ine  excess  of  production 
beyond  consumption, consequently,  national  wealth 
is  diminished,  not  increased.  That  it  will  increase 
the  wealth  of  the  great  manufocturers,  no  one 


contend,  t 

for  us,  as  long  as  we  can  appropriate  our  capital 
in  a  way  which  will  be  more  profitaUe ;  and  I  do 
mean  to  contend,  that,  if  Government  attempt  to 
judgeof  this,  it  will  be  perpelaaily  subject  to  error, 
and  may,  by  the  aid  whicli  it  affords,  force  a  com- 
paratively aoprofitable  appropriation  of  the  capital 
of  the  country:  whereas,  if  it  be  left  to  individml 
sagacity,  the  thermometer  will  scarcely  mark  the 
variations  in  the  temperature  of  the  weather  with 
more  accuracy  than  inis  will  the  variations  in  the 
rate  of  profit ;  and,  consequently,  we  have  the  ut- 
most security  that  capital  will  be  applied  to  manu- 
factures, whenever  it  ought  to  be  so  applied ;  that 
is,  whenever,  by  such  an  application,  it  will  be 
more  profitable  than  by  any  other.  And  what 
eqniTalent  are  we  promised  for  snlxnitting  to  a 
measure  subject  to  so  many  and  such  strong  ob- 
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jeotions  T  Why,  il  is  said,  that,  if  we  will  protect 
matnifactiues,  as  soon  aa  they  shall  be  firmly  es- 
labliBbed,  they  will  afford  us  s  leveoue  from  ex- 
ax.  In  the  first  place,  I  answer,  that,  if  that 
promise  sliould  be  realized,  the  period  would  be 
altogetker  uncertain,  and,  )d  the  mean  time,  there 
wpiud  be  aa  acknowledged  deficiency  of  revenue 
aiisiog  from  impost ;  and  further,  if  I  have  shown 
that  an  appropriaiioni  of  capital  in  that  way  would 
be  less  profitable,  there  would  be  aa  aciuu  anni- 
hilation of  natiooal  wealth,  to  an  amount  equal  to 
the  difference  betweui  the  profit  arising  from  that 
and  a  difiereuc  appropriation.  It  is  said,  however, 
Uiat  maiuifactures  will  become  cheaper  than  they 
now  are:  tbisisadowDrighiincoDsiatency ;  for,ai 
their  present  price,  we  are  loudly  called  upon  to 
■are  them  from  ainlcing,  and  yet.  at  the  same  mo- 
ment, we  are  told,  that  they  will  actually  be  sold 
at  a  price,  hereafter,  loss  than  that  for  which  they 
now  sell,  and  a  sale  at  which,  it  is  said,  will  pto- 
duce  ruin.  There  is  no  inducement,  then,  in  this 
promised  equivalent.  I  have  already  shown  that 
the  proposed  measure  is  wrong,  upon  general  prin- 
cqiles,  and  I  will  now  attempt  to  show,  not  only 
ttut  there  is  nothing  peculiar  in  the  dtuation  of 
this  cooDtiy  which  would  require  us  to  depart  from 
these  gmeral  principles ;  but  that^  on  the  contrary, 
.witalerer  distrnguianing  peculiarity  there  is,  either 
in  our  Goveminrait,  people,  or  country,  it  contrib- 
utes rather  to  fortify  than  to  weaken  their  force, 
and  to  lendec  them  emphatically  applicable  to  ua. 
Oiur  Qovemment  is  Republican  ;  next  to  the  virtue 
of  its  citizens,  equality  is  one  of  the  surest  founda- 
tions upon,  which  such  a  Government  can  stand. 
Equality  of  rights  is  actually  attainable,  and  is 
jvictic&U^  enforced ;  butequality  ofpro[«rly.  also, 
«3  (ar.as  it  can  be  e&cted  by  Gonstituiional  and 
legal  means,  is  also  greatly  deaiiaUe ;  it  is  with  a 
view  to  this  result^  that  the  {vineiple  of  primogen- 
iture has  been  abolished  in  the  aevoal  gtates,  which 
.gave  to  one  member  of  a  family  the  whole  rdkl 
estate;  it  is  with  the  same  view  that  the  principle 
of  entails  has  been  aboli^ed,  which  perpetuated 
the  estate,  so  given,  in  the  particular  person,  and 
his  heirs  in  a  partictilar  line.  These  prucifdesare 
two  of  the  strongest  pillars  upon  which  a  monarchy 
Kest^,  because  thev  concentrate  the  property  of  the 
country,  and  wiin  it  the  power  and  influence  of  a 
.few  ;  but  the  very  reverse  of  this  is  the  proper  pol- 
icy in  our  Qovetnment ;  with  us  not  concentration, 
but  the  most  exteosire  and  imiversal  diffusion  is 
the  great  desideratum  j  the  rery  same  property 
.whicn,  when  broken  into  small  parts,  apreitds 
plenty,  comfort,  and  independence,  over  a  whole 
cotmtry,  when  accumulated  in  the  hands  of  a  few, 
begets  the  extremes  of  great  wealth  and  great  pov- 
erty ;  bv  th£,  one  portion  of  the  society  is  too  much 
devatea,  the  other  is  too  much  depressed  ;  the  one 
feels  arroMACe,  the  other  submission.  In  such  a 
■late  of  fEingS;  the  force  of  political  institutions 
would  be  coDtmually  impair^  by  the  aristocracy 
of  wealth.  loaamuch,  then,  as  I  believe  that  the 
effect  of  this  hill  would  be  to  produce  this  concen- 
tration of  wealth,  so  much  to  be  reprobated,  and 
tjuis  ^ace  the  Genoal  Government  in  the  attitude 
of  counteracting  the  policy  of  the  States,  which, 


as  1  hare  said,  consists  in  promoting  a  diffusion  of 
property — in  this  point  of  view,  i  think  there  is  a 
strong  political  reason^  derived  from  the  nature  of 
our  mstitutions,  in  aid  of  the  geoeral  principles 
which  I  have  been  discussing. 

in  relation  to  our  people  tney  have,  from  a  com- 
bination of  circumstances,  the  most  important  of 
which  is  tbe  immense  quantity  of  new  and  fertile 
land,  been  always  accustomed  to  the  pursuits  of 
agricultural  life.  The  force  of  habil,  theii,  co- 
operates with  other  causes  to  give  them  a  prefer- 
ence to  that  kind  of  labor ;  but  1  have  alieady  en- 
deavored to  prove  that  it  is  moro  contribntire  to 
the  health  oi  the  body  and  the  independence  of  the 
mind.  If  these  positions  be  conect,  and  eqccially 
the  last,  agriculture  is  a  pursuit  which,  more  than 
manufactures,  fits  the  people  for  the  GoTemmoit 
under  which  they  live.  Surely  it  cannot  be  the 
part  of  a  statesman,  by  legislation,  to  hold  out  an 
inducement  to  the  people  to  abandon  that  pursuit 
which  qualifies  them  for  tbe  station  in  whicn  tbey 
are  placed  by  the  social  compact  under  which  they 
live ;  not  to  pofocm  the  pert  of  mere  servile  obe- 
dience, but  to  fill  the  station  of  mdependent  free- 
men, who,  by  their  representatives,  therosdres 
make  the  laws  by  which  themselves  are  governed. 
In  relatiiHi  to  our  country,  let  it  be  rememberad 
that  Europ^  particularly  the  manufacturing  part 
of  it,  is  well  peopled,  wnilst  our  poptilation  is  ex- 
tremely sparse.  Tbe  population  of  England,  in- 
cluding Wales,  in  1S03,  was  169  to  the  squaie 
mile ;  in  Fiance  it  was  174  to  the  square  mile.  Iti 
1810,  the  population  of  ConnBClicui,tb«most  pop- 
ulous State  in  the  Union,  was  56.04  to  the  square 
mile ;  that  of  Vi^oia  only  13  and  a  fracti<Hi ;  and, 
admitting  tbe  superficies  of  the  United  Statea  to 
be  two  millions  of  square  miles,  the  whole  popn- 
latiouia  only  threeand  eight  v-threehimdndtlu  m  a 
square  mile.  See  SeyMrl's  Statixtiea]  Annals. 
The  whole  land  of  England  and  Wales  is  esti- 
mated by  Bristed  at  38,MO^0O0  acres.  I  hare  al- 
ready said,  that  Seybert  estimstes  the  Unitad  States 
t  3^000,000  square  miles;  this,  reduced  to  acrce, 


to  state  the  relative  population  and  territory  of  the 
two  countries,  to  convince  any  matiibatwliatmay 
be  a  correct  policy  in  relation  to  England,  would 
be  highly  improp^  for  ua  to  pursue. 

The  population  of  Englaodand  Wales,  in  1803, 
exceeded  that  of  the  United  States  in  1810,  and 
yet  the  territory  of  tbe  United  States  is  more  than 
thirty  times  that  of  England  and  Wales;  whilst 
the  population  of  the  United  States,  to  the  square 
mile.  IS  more  than  forty  times  less,  including  oui 
whole  superficies.  Manufactures  suit  a  rednndanl 
population,  with  a  confined  lenitory;  such  is  the 
case  of  England :  they  do  not  suit  a  sparse  popu- 
lation and  a  redundant  territory ;  such  ia  the  aitu- 
ation  of  the  United  States.  Manufaetnres,  if  not 
forced  into  existence  by  artificial  means,  are  the 
natural  result  of  an  overaowing  coital ;  it  never 
can  be  said  that  the  capital  of  any  conntrv  can  be 
of  that  kind,  whilst  there  aro  millions  and  teat  ol 
millions  of  acres  of  the  most  fertile  land  yet  un- 
cultivated ;  such  is  the  situation  of  the .  United 
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StMw.  Whiltt  there  is  Und  of  this  sort  to  etilti- 
Tate,  its  coltinttoD  is  the  most  profitable  appropri- 
Btion  of  capital.  Take,  for  euunple,  a  quarter 
seciioa  of  laad  at  its  present  price,  amounting  to 
two  hundred  dollars;  let  but  one  half  of  this  he 
well  cultirated,  aod  I  know  of  no  application  i 
the  same  capital,  uneiuinecied  with  mere  Bpeculb- 
tion,  which  WDold  yield  an  equal  result ;  the  mere 
mainlenBDceof  the  famUy,  which  would  be  deriTed 
from  it,  eiolusire  of  the  produce  which  might  be 
sold,  under  ordinary  circnmstanceB,  to  an  amount 
equal  to  the  capital  invested,  would  be  more  than 
the  profit  of  any  other  appropriation  with  which  1 
am  acquainted.  What  is  true  of  one  quarter  sec- 
tiori,  is  equally  trne  of  every  one  in  the  United 
States,  as  long  as  one  of  sood  quality  remains  in 
an  uncultivaied  state.  TKere  is  an  argum^t  de- 
rived from  tha  in&ietice  of  machinery  upon  man- 
ufaclnres,  which  I  beg  leave  to  present  to  the 
Committee,  because  it  seems  to  me  to  he  entitled 
to  very  great  weight.  To  siabe  the  application,  I 
will  fifst  present  a  few  facts.  In  a  note  to  Lau- 
derdale, on  Public  Wealth,  pa^  S94,  it  is  said, 
thai  a  machine  at  Derby  contained  26,586  wheels, 
and  97,746  morements,  that  work  73,726  yards  of 
silk  at  erery  turn  of  the  wheel ;  that  is  to  say, 
318,604,960  yards  in  twenty-four  hours.  In  the 
same  book,  page  301,  it  ia  said  that,  in  Scotland, 
it  was  estimated  that  a  still  could  be  discharged 
about  once  a  day.  In  thirteen  years  anerwaras, 
they  had  arrived  at  such  perfection  as  to  discharge 
it  almost  twenty-two  times  in  an  hour — that  is, 
upwards  of  five  huBdi«d  times  an  often.  These 
stalementB  appsat  to  be  such  as  almoet  to  startle 
.    Let  us  take  some  much  mote  moder- 


oradibilicy. 

ale,  and  which  will  answer  all  the  porpoHs  of  mjr 
argnnient.  In  Qanilh's  Political  Economy,  it  is 
said  that  Bir  Riobard  Arkwright's  iavration  of  the 
cotton-opinninff  machine  ahoitaned  that  kind  of 
labor  by  two-thirds,  and  rendered  it  twenty  times 
more  productive  than  it  had  been  before.  In  a 
supplement  to  the  Philadelphia  address,  of  ISIS,  it 
is  said  that  a  British  apiimer  can,  by  the  interven- 
tion of  labor-saving  machinery,  ^in  as  awch  b^ 
one  peiBOn  as  requires  in  India  sixty  persons.  Fi- 
nally, in  the  same  book,  it  is  said,  upon  the  au- 
thority of  a  British  writer,  that  the  whole  laboring 
population  of  Oreat  Britain,  has  its  powers  multi- 
plied fourteen  times  by  machinery.  The  author 
makes  an  eatimation  which  would  nduce  it  to 
about  tw«lvef<dd.  The  g«nenl  mupoM  for  which 
I  hare  made  these  quoutions  is  tnis  to  present  to 
the  adrocaMe  of  this  bill  a  diliBima  from  which  it 
seems  to  me  they  cannot  eitrieate  tfaemsetves.  The 
first  pan  of  it  is,that,if  wehavenottheadraniage 
of  IftboT'SBTing  machinKy,  it  is  uttstly  impossthle 
to  •nttain  a  oompetitioa  against  the  ibrdgnmanu- 
^ctorer ;  the  ot^  is,  that,  if  we  hav^  that  ma- 
chiom',  ourother  advantages  are  such  that  our 
manolactuTeis  do  not  need  any  further  protection 
{torn  the  Ooveramsnt.  The  first  proposition  is, 
that  it  is  impossible  to  sustain  a  com)]etitioh,  tu- 
less  W8  have  the  advauu^e  of  maehtnery.  If  I 
were  to  take  the  oase  of  the  still  which  I  have 
stated,  and  nHy  upon  that,  it  would  be  so  striking 
-I  -  -  -<■         ^  statement  of  the  fact  would  roper- 
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sede  the  necessity  of  argument  ( 
all  will  agree  at  once  that  distillation,  carried  on 
by  a  still  discharged  once  a  day,  could  not  main- 
tain a  competition  against  that  carried  on  by  a 
still  discharged  five  hundred  times  a  day ;  that  is 
to  say,  could  not  maintain  a  competition  where 
the  odds  were  fire  hundred  to  one. 

Bnt,  sir,  I  will  not  call  this  extreme  case  to  my 
aid ;  I  will  not  even  use  the  much  more  moderate 
statement  of  the  British  machinery  making  one 
British  spinner  equal  to  forty  India  spinners,  be- 
sides an  allowance  for  the  expense  of  the  ma- 
chinery; I  wiU  take  the  minimum  estimates-  1 
will  suppose  that  the  physical  labor  is  multiplied 
twelve  times  by  machinery ;  and  I  will  ask  whe- 
ther, even  under  these  cuou instances,  we  could 
possibly  sustain  a  competition  without  ourselves 
having  the  aid  of  machinery'?  I  will  venture  to 
answer  the  question  for  the  Committee,  and  say, 
it  would  not  be  possible ;  for  the  obvious  reasons, 
first,  that  the  odds  are  twelve  to  one  against  us, 
with  the  exception  of  the  cost  and  expense  of  the 
machinery ;  and,  secondly,  that  if  we  attempted 
to  balance  it  by  eleven  additional  workmen,  we 
should  besnbiect  to  the  enormous  comparaiivedis- 
advantage  of  paying  the  wages,  and  furnishing 
the  clothing,  food,  and  maintenance  of  eleven  per- 
sons, whereas  the  machines  require  no  food  or 
clothing,  the  only  accruing  cost  being  the  interest 
of  the  orginal  price,  and  the  wear  and  tear  of  the 
machine.  If  it  be  said  that  we  have  not  the  ma- 
chinery, then  I  answer  in  the  alternative,  that,  if 
our  manu&ctui«rs  have  the  capital,  and  will  not 
upnHffiate  it  in  that  way,  it  is  their  own  fault ;  if 
they  nave  not  the  capital  which  would  enable 
them  to  boy  the  machinery,  then  the  Government 
cannot  furnish  it,  and  without  it  they  are  not  ready 
for  manufactures. 

The  second  proposition  is,  that  if  our  manufac- 
tures have  the  mBdunny,  to«r  other  advantages 
are  such  that  they  need  no  further  protection  from 
the  Government.  Take,  for  example,  the  two 
credt  articles  of  cotton  and  woollen  goods ;  upon 
these  the  existing  duties  are  twenty-five  per  cent ; 
when,  in  addition  to  this,  it  is  rectulected  that  the 
raw  material  is  raised  here,  whereas  the  foreign 
manu&ctur«r  has  to  purchase  it  at  a  consideraUy 
enhanced  price,  and  that  he  also  is  subject  to  the 
charges  and  risk  of  transportation  to  this  country, 
the  whole  advantage  of  thed(«aesticmanu]botnrer 
may  be  estimated  moderately  at  thirty-five  pet  cent, 
or  more.  As  to  the  coarse  cotton  goods  beyond 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  it  is  greatly  more,  because 
the  duty  is  estimated  upon  them  as  if  their  mini- 
mum cost  were  twenty-<ve  cents  per  yard,  where- 
as, in  nomt  of  fact,  it  is  not  more  than  ten  cents. 
If  with  ^is  advantage  we  cannot  sustain  the  com- 
petition, it  argues  such  a  want  of  skill  or  economy, 
or  something  else,  as  to  show  thai  we  are  not  ready 
yet  for  mann&ctmes. 

But  I  will  not  detain  the  Committee  longer  with 
hypotbetioal  reasoniagj  but  will  come  to  some  facts, 
which  will  show  that  it  is  the  want  of  perfect  ma- 
chinery, which  makes  the  great  difference  agEunst 
us.  It  IS  said,  in  the  supplement  to  the  address  of 
the  Pbiladelpnia  Society,  which  1  have  before  re- 
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ferred  to,  thai  we  have  beaten  Baglaod  oat  of 
oar  market,  in  bats,  shops,  boots,  and  all  inaDufac- 
tnres  of  leathery  that  we  are  her  superiors  in  ship 
boilding ;  aad  the  reason  aseigued  Id  that  work  is, 
that  these  are  all  works  of  the  hands,  where  labor- 
saving  machinery  gives  no  aid-  But  again,  sir, 
in  the  same  address  we  are  presented  with  the  re- 
sults of  a  cotton  manufactory  near  Boston,  from 
which  it  appears  that  three  hundred  persons,  coa- 
sisting  of  fourteen  men  and  two  tiundreo  and 
eighty-six  women  and  children,  with  the  aid  of 
power-looms  and  other  machinery,  produce  at  the 
rate  per  annum  of  1,600,000  square  yards  of  cloth, 
amounting,  at  twenty-five  cents  per  yard,  to  S312,- 
fiOO ;  which,  after  deducting  the  price  of  the  raw 
material,  leaves  $240,000;  equal  to  eight  hundred 
dollars  to  each  hand.  This,  surely^  is  a  result 
which  any  capitalist  ou^ht  to  be  content  with; 
and,  accordingly,  we  are  mformed  that  the  owners 
of  this  establishment  are  satisfied,  and  ask  no  pro- 
tection from  the  Government.    In  the  sameaddress 
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1616,  that  in  the  year  1815,  there  were  engaged  in 
the  cotton  manufacture  about  100,000  persons,  con- 
sisting of  10,000  men,  66,000  women  and  female 
children,  and  24,000  boys,  who  madeonly  81,000,000 
yards  of  cloth. 

Naw,sir,  it  will  be  seen,  by  a  comparison  of  these 
two  statements,  that,  if  the  100,000  persons,  in  the 
year  1815,  had  maae  a  quantity  of  cloth  in  the 
same  proportion  to  theii  numbers,  as  the  manu- 
facturers near  Boston  did,  instead  of  81,000,000 
yards,  which  they  did  make,  they  would  have 
made  500,000,000  yards.  It  will  be  seen,  also,  that, 
taking  the  quantity  of  cloth  which  they  actually 
did  make,  to  wit,  61,000  000  yards,  and  allowing 
the  same  proportion  to  the  persons  ensaeed,  as  in 
the  manuCactorv  near  Boston,  (called,  I  believe, 
the  Waltham)  instead  of  100,000  persons,  there 
ought  only  to  have  been  16,£HX)  engaged  in  ' 
manufacture.  And  what,  let  me  ask,  is  the  c 
of  the  enormous  difference  between  these  two  re- 
sults 7  Sir.  the  book  itself  assigns  the  reason, 
which  1  will  give  you  in  its  own  words :  speaking 
of  the  product  of  ibe  Waltham  Factory,  it  : 

"  the  reason  why  the  result  of  this  calculation  s 

'  exceeds  the  proceeds  of  the  labor  of  the  100,000 
'  manufacturers  in  1815,  as  stated  in  page  201,  is, 
'  that  the  machineiy  of  the  establishment  near 
'  Boston  has  been  brought  to  the  last  degree  of 
'  perfection  ;  and  the  power  looms,  which  afford 
'  immense  facilities  to  the  operations,  were  very 
'  rare  in  1815."  Here,  then,  is  the  very  principle 
for  wiiich  I  am  contending,  namely,  that  when 
we  have  the  best  kind  ul  machinery,  we  do,  in 
point  of  fact,  a  prosperous  business.  If  that  be  the 
case,  1  contend  that  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that 
we  can  furnish  the  capital  to  purchase  this  ma- 
chinery, when  it  is  not  owned ;  and  if  the  manti- 
facturer  hare  this  capital,  he  wants  not  govern- 
mental aid,  but  only  the  appropriation  of  his  own 
money,  together  with  ordinary  care  and  prudence 
in  the  management  of  the  estatilishment.  I  forgol, 
sir,  to  mention  another  decided  advantage  in  favor 
of  the  American  manufacture,  which  is  the  greater 


cheapness  of  provisions,  a  coDsideraiiun  entitled  to 
considerable  weight  in  the  account  If  it  be  said, 
Ibe  wages  of  labor  are  higher  in  the  United  Slate* 
than  in  Europe,  I  answer,  first,  that  the  same  sup- 
ilemeat  to  the  Philadelphia  addras,  to  which  I 
lave  GO  often  referred,  seems  to  consider  the  rate 
of  wages  as  not  being  any  considerable  objection. 
"  ''  indifferent  to  mewbetberthewagesof  labor 
idered  too  high  or  not  Gentlonai  may 
have  this  point  either  way.  If  they  be  considered 
not  too  high,  then  there  is  no  reason,  upon  this  ac- 
count, to  ask  for  protection ;  if,  on  the  cimti 
they  be  considered  bo  high  as  to  mske  it  diS 
for  the  American  manufacturer  to  susUun  a  <: 
petition  against  the  Kuropeao,  then,  there  results, 
from  that  fact,  an  inference  almost  irresistible 
against  our  manufacturing  at  present.  To  make 
myself  understood  upon  this  point,  I  must  ask  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  nature  of  the 
WB^  of  labor,  and  the  circumstances  which  make 
it  high.  Capital  wilt  never  long  be  appropiiated 
to  any  business  which  does  not  yield  the  ordinary 
pto&t.  The  wages  of  the  laboring  men  em^yed 
must  always  be  subducted  before  that  profit  can 
be  calculated.  If,  then,  those  wages  be  nigh,  and 
the  business  yet  carried  on,i[  appears  satisfactorily 
that,  after  the  payment  of  such  wages,  it  is  capable 
of  yielding  the  usual  profit.  Any  description  of 
busmees  ^ich,  whiUl  it  yields  the  usual  profit  to 
the  capitalist,  afibrds  higher  wages  to  all  the  labor- 
ing men  employed,  ttmn  any  other  business,  is 
more  promotive  of  the  puMic  and  private  {notper- 
ity  of  the  country  than  that  other.  But,  furtner, 
the  rate  of  wuea  depends  upon  the  demand  for 
labor ;  as  thatdeinana  is  increased  by  Ihe  increas- 
ing wealth  of  the  country,  and  cannot  otherwise 
be  increased,  so  the  greatest  degree  of  demand  will 
be  for  that  description  of  labor  which  is  most  pro- 
ductive. When,  therefore,  I  am  told  that  the  pres- 
~  pursuits  of  toe  country  afibrd  high  wages  to 


profitable  than  those  pursuits,  and,  consequently, 
they  ought  not  to  be  sustained  at  the  expense  of 
pursuits  yielding  more  profit  than  they  do.  But, 
sir,  whydo  1  pursue  this  investigation  further  1  We 
have  been  told,  by  the  Sptnker,  that  there  are  mil- 
lions of  capital  now  waiting  for  and  seeking  an 
employment.  I  will  add,  that  I  have  understood 
a  lai^  sum  could  be  bonawed  by  the  Govatiment, 
at  five  per  cent  We  have  been  told,  too,  and  the 
declaration  has  been  iterated  and  reiterated,  that 
there  are  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  in  the 
United  Stales,  who,  for  want  of  employment,  are 
unable  to  maintain  themselves  and  families.  If 
all  these  ideas  be  correct,  then,  I  appeal  to  the  can- 
dor of  the  Committee,  whether  manufactures  ought 
to  receive  any  legislative  protection.  Prom  repre- 
sentation, it  would  seem  (hat  capital  is  dormant 
laborers  out  of  employment,  of  course  that  a  small 

Crofit  would  be  satisfactory,  and  that  wages  of 
ibor  would  be  small ;  and  we  know  the  &ct 
which  I  have  stated  to  be  correct,  that  oar  provi- 
sions are  cheap,  our  materials  raised  at  home,  and, 
in  short,  if  we  have  the  machinery  suited  to  the 
purpose,  that  we  have  every  advant^  in  our  favor 
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«xc«pt  that  of  expetience,  «ad  eren  that  we  can 
AOmmaDd  from  abroad. 

Yet  we  hare  beard  the  most  doleful  Jeremiads 
in  relation  to  the  condition  of  ihe  manuiacturea  of 
the  coaDtnr;  we  hare  been  told  diey  were  lying 

Ctraie  for  want  of  encouragement:  we  nave 
.  told,  by  the  Speaker,  Ibat,  lo  tmTeUing  to  (be 
North,  he  inquired,  whatminout  building  is  that? 
inil  waa  answered,  it  is  a  cotton  factory.  And 
what  is  that  7  Another  cotton  factory.  Indeed, 
■ir,  the  deaolatimt  of  the  manufacturing  ettablish- 
menl*  has  been  described,  by  that  gentleman,  in  a 
manner  almost  as  impressive  as  are  l&e  balk  of 
Baldntha,  where,  we  are  told,  that  tlie  rank  ^xs 
grows  upon  the  wall,  and  the  fox  peeps  out  of  the 
window.  But,  sir,  if  manufactures  be  prostrate, 
BO  abo  are  commerce  and  agriculture  lying  equally 
low  tbemselTes,  needing  some  reanimation,  and  in 
this  pcostnitemnd  almost  inanimate  condition,  in- 
stead of  bmthing  new  life  into  them,  they  ate  to 
be  still  more  opened,  by  heaping  upon  them  ad- 
ditional burdens  in  favor  of  manufactures — I  had 
like  to  have  said,  by  inflicting  upon  them,  in  part, 
the  pnnishroent  of  jmwm  piU  et  dun — that  is,  put- 
ting upon  them  as  much  as  they  lEnbear,  and 
more  than  ibey  can  bear.  In  ordei  lo  understand 
and  duly  to  appreciate  the  comi^ii  U  of  the  man- 
ufocturm,  it  behooves  us  to  take  a  bhort  retrospect 
.  of  the  history  of  the  country ;  that  retrospect  will 
ahow  n.t,  first,  that  the  apparently  nnprosperous 
condition  of  manufactures,  compared  with  what 
it  was  a  few  years  ago,  is  ihe  result  of  adventi- 
tious ciicuDutances,  and  that,  therefore,  it  is  not 
to  be  remedied  by  any  permanent  system  of  legis- 
lation; and,secondiy,(hat  ihesamecircumstances 
have  also  greatly,  if  not  equally,  afiected  the  other 
great  interests  of  society,  and  that,  therefore:,  the 
remedy  for  the  sufferings  of  the  one  is  not  to  l>e 
found  m  a  system,  the  eflect  of  which  will  be  to 
increase  the  sulferings  of  the  others.  Without  de- 
taining the  C(»nimltee,  to  inquire  minutely  into 
the  causes  that  led  to  it,  the  fact  is  of  universal 
notoriety  tbai,  duriikg  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain,  and  for  some  time  af\er,  the  channel  of 
circulation  in  the  United  States  was  filled  to  over- 
flowing with  a  paper  currency,  the  prevailing  one 
of  the  country.  One  of  the  immeaiate  causes  of 
this,  vras  the  countenance  afforded  by  public  opin- 
ion to  the  banks,  (the  paper  minis,)  in  suniending 
specie  pajments,  and  thus  ranoving  the  only 
efieclual  restraint  upon  the  cupidity  of  stock- 
holders. This  led,  not  only  to  the  multiplication 
'      V  banks,  but  to  the  excessive  issue  of  [taper 


the  causes,  and  I  will,  therefore,  proceed  with  the 
assumption  of  the  fact,  that  the  conntiy  was  de- 
luged with  an  inimdation  of  paper  currency;  for 
the  amount,  I  refer  you,  sir,  to  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  from  which  it  will  be 
seen  that,  from  (be  year  ISIS  to  the  close  of  the 
year  1819,  the  currukcy  of  this  country  had  been 
reduced  from  about  $110,000,000  to  about  46,- 
000,000. 

The  profits  of  manufacturing  had  been  such 
during  the  war,  that  many  were  allured  to  embark 


in  it,  and  a  great  portion  of  them  without  an  ade- 

2uate  capital  of  their  own,  but  deriving  resources 
rom  the  facility  of  bank  accommodations.  The 
great  dei^eciation  of  the  currency,  on  account  of 
Its  excessive  quantity,  caused  every  description  of 

Goperly  to  sell  extravagantly  high.  This  would 
,Te  been  nominal  only,  if  Ine  currency  had  con- 
tinued of  its  then  value ;  but  its  subeequent  great 
and  actual  appreciation  has  fatally  proven  that, 
what  WHS  only  a  nominal  high  price  in  the  com- 
mencement, has  (umed  out  to  be  actually  so,  to  the 
ruin,  or  at  least  embarrassment  of  thousands. 
Thus,  a  considerable  portion  of  the  investments 
in  manufacturing  establishments  was  made  whilst 
every  thing  was  at  or  near  the  acme  of  exlrava- 

EDt  price,  and  in  many  instances,  too,  upon  a 
rrowed  capital.  This  was  not  confined  (o  man- 
ufacturers ;  every  interest  in  (he  country,  and 
amongst  others,  uie  agricultural,  has  been  deeply 
afiect^  by  this  state  of  things.  Whenever,  from 
any  cause,  the  circulating  medium  of  a  country 
b^ius  to  undergo  a  rapid  depreciation,  the  imme- 
diate aad  necessary  effect  is,  that  every  kind  of 
property  begins  to  be  represented  by  more  dollars, 
the  number  of  which  increases  as  the  depreciation 
increases.  This  Is  almost  imiversally  considered 
a  rise  in  the  actual  value  of  property,  and  hence  a 
spirit  of  speculation  is  awakened  amongst  all 
classes  of  the  community;  purchaser  are  made, 
contracts  are  entered  into,  as  if  the  present  prices 
were  not  only  to  continue,  but  to  increase.  Soon, 
however,  dem^clation  reaches  its  height,  and,  ac- 
cotdine  to  tae  course  of  human  aflairs,  the  cur- 
rency begins  to  move  in  a  contrary  progress ;  ap- 
preciation now  marches  with  as  gigantic  strides 
as  depreciation  had  done  before;  and  the  conse- 
quences are  seen  in  the  ruin  of  thousands,  who, 
but  yesterday,  as  it  were,  seemed  to  be  in  a  tide  of 
prosperity.  The  condition  of  the  United  Stales 
IB  a  practical  commentary  upon  this  reasoning. 
Within  three  or  four  years  past,  the  farmer  got 
two  dollars  per  bushel  for  his  wheat ;  the  cotton 
planter  thirty  cents  for  his  cotton;  the  tobacco 

Slanter  from  twenty  to  thirty  dollars  per  hundred 
>t  his  tobacco ;  contracts  and  purcnases  were 
made,  predicated  upon  this  stale  of  things;  lands 
which,  a  few  years,  before,  bad  sold  at  ten  and  fif- 
teen dollars  per  acre,  now  sold  for  twenty  and 
thirty ;  slaves,  who  had  sold  at  four  or  five  hun- 
dred, now  sold  for  eight  hundred  or  a  thousand; 
and  GO  of  all  the  other  transactions  in  society. 
The  great  bulk  of  society  cannot  distinguish  be- 
tween a  rise  in  price,  which  is  the  result  of  depre- 
ciation in  the  currency,  and  that  which  proceeds 
from  actual  appreciation  in  the  value  of  property. 
Now,  sir,  the  more  clearlv  to  illustrate  my  idea, 
let  me  take  some  individual  contract  for  the  pav- 
ment  of  one  thousand  dollars;  five  hundred  bush- 
els of  wheat,  at  two  dollars  per  bushel,  would  dis- 
charge it.  But  let  us  suppose  that,  though  wheat 
sold  at  this  price  wheu  the  contract  was  made,  it 
fell,  before  it  was  discharged,  to  oue  dollar.  Here 
it  is  obvious  that  half  the  amount  remains  unpaid, 
though  the  resources  are  the  same.  Now  waat  is 
true  aa  to  this  single  transaction,  is  equally  true  oa 
to  all  the  contracts  m  society ;  and  consequently. 
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upon  the  lifpothesiBEtated,  half  of  all  those  cOQtracta 
would  remaia  unsatisfieil,  though  the  remurees  in 
kind  were  aa  great  at  the  period  for  completing  the 
contractB  as  when  they  were  made.  The  report  of 
the  Treasury  furnishes  a  pretty  good  standard  of 
the  actual  degree  of  embarrasament  in  complying 
with  the  contracta  of  Bociety.  There  are  $45^ 
000,000,  out  of  which  to  comply  with  engagements 
entered  mto  when  the  circulating  medium  amounted 
to  8110,000,000.  Let  ev^y  gentleman  bring  home 
to  himself  the  difficulty  which  he  would  feel  in  per- 
forming his  contracts,  if  his  cash  were  reducea  in 
the  proportion  of  from  $110  to  S^S,  and  he  will 
atoace  realize  the  whole  embarrasEment  of  all  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  whose  currency  is  re- 
duced, it  appears,  in  that  proportion.  In  this  em- 
barrassment themanufaoturers  participate,  in  com- 
mon with  their  fellow-citizens  of  every  other  oUss ; 
and  this  view  of  the  subject  will  enow  that  the 
mannfacturers  mistake  greatly  in  the  mode  in 
which  they  estimate  their  profits.  That  estimetion 
should  be  made,  not  upon  the  nominal  amount  of 
their  capital  inTesteo,  but  upon  what  it  is  now 
worth.  Sir,  I  know  that  this  change  has  operated 
severely  upon  them;  but  I  have  shown  that  it 
operates  equally  upon  the  agricultural  and  all  other 
interests  in  society.  Take  the  case  of  the  turner. 
If,  sir,  we  were  to  estimate  the  profits  of  a  Vir- 
f^iaia  farmer  upon  the  nominal  amount  of  his  cap- 
ital in  lands,  slaves,  iu:.,  three  years  ago,  with  a 
sale  of  his  prodnce  at  the  present  prices,  none 
scarcely  would  make  two  per  cent.,  few  would 
make  one,  and  thousands  not  half  an  one. 

But,  NT,  1  wish  to  present  another  view  of  this 
sul^ct,  which  will  meet  many  of  the  com^aists 
which  have  been  urged.  This  view,  I  acknow- 
ledge, does  not  apply  to  the  manufkctorer,  who 
commenced  upon  a  borrowed  or  fictitious  capital, 
and  who  is  now  indebted  for  the  original  inveet- 
meot;  butsurely  it  is  not  the  purpose  of  any  gen- 
tleman to  fumisn  such  persons  the  means  of  reim- 
bursement  of  the  capital  which  they  have  bonew- 
ed,  and  injudiciously  invested:  that  would  be  to 
make  us  the  insurers  against  tne  losses  of  all  the 
improvident  speculators  in  the  country,  and  would 
be  as  unreasonable  as  to  relieve  the  formers  of  the 
country  who  had  made  injudicious  purahaies  of 
land.  Then,  sir,  let  us  take  the  ease  of  a  manu- 
Cacturer,  who  owes  nothins  for  his  manuiacnmiig 
eslabliument,  which  I  will  suppose  to  be  paid  for 
with  his  own  fimds,  and  I  wilf  show  that  a  much 
less  apwrent  pn^t  will  be,  to  him,  intrinsically  as 
Taluable  as  a  greater  apparent  profit  would  have 
been  a  few  years  ago.  In  1816  cotton  sold  at  SO 
cents  ^  pound,  now  at  not  more  than  fifteen ; 
provisions,  and  every  thing  necessary  for  the  main- 
tenance of  labor,  are  now  much  cheaper  than  they 
then  were.  Bee  the  operation  of  these  thii^s; 
suppo  "  '  '"■"  -  *  '  '  "  '  ■  >■-"-*" 
ftnd  t 

cotton  cloth  sold  at  30  & ,„      ._, „ 

sells  at  20  cents,  it  is  nibstantiaUy  just  as  good  a 
sale ;  for,  though  there  is  a  nominal  fall  of  fitty  per 
cent  in  the  money  {H'ice,  yet  the  true  value  of  any 
thing  is  the  quantity  of  the  produce  of  other's  la- 
bor which  it  wUlcommand;  and  now  twenty  cents 


s  thirty 


will  command  as  much  of  that  prodot 
did  a  few  years  ago. 

I  could  multiply  illustrations  of  this  kind,  but 
these  will  be  sufficient  to  show  that  a  part  of  the 
complaints  of  manufacturers  is  founded  upon  a 
mistaken  mode  of  estimating  their  profits,  and  an.- 
other  part,  upon  estimating  the  nominal  or  mtmey 
[H'ice  of  tneir  fabrics,  for  the  actual  or  inthnsie 
value,  or  the  power  which  they  give  in  command- 
in^the  labor  of  others.  Anothergreat  error,  in 
estimating  the  profits  of  manufactures,  is  this :  1 
have  already  ihown  to  the  Committee,  that  th« 
Committee  of  Commnce  eatimated  the  nuaaber  of 
persons  engaged  in  the  ootton  manufactory  in  1815 
at  100,000.  I  have  also  shown  you  that,  with  the 
aid  of  machineiT,  such  as  thereisat  WalttMm,Biid 
taking  the  number  of  hands  theteas  tbestaadard, 
10,300  pffisons  would  have  been  suffieienL  Now, 
sir,  auj^xMing  that,  whilst  the  price  of  every  tl^g 
else  has  fallen,  the  wages  of  labor  should  ranain 
the  same,  and  supposing,  too,  what  I  think  extra- 
vagant, that  S150  each  ought  to  be  estimated  as 
the  wages,  ihoagh  nine-tenths  of  Uwm  are  women, 
boys,  and  female  children^  yet,  in  this  item  alone, 
there  i.t  an  over-estimate  in  the  expenses  of  S13,- 
670,000. 

We  have  been  lold,  however,  that  Eaglaod  has 
derived  her  immense  wealth  from  manufaotures, 
and  we  have  been,  therefore,  much  pressed  with 
the  weight  of  her  exam^e.  1  bare  already  endea- 
vtwed  to  show  that  in  this  eonntry  a  diflemnt  ap- 
propriation of  capital  is  more  profitable,  aai  that, 
therefore,  it  is  impossible  to  increase  the  natinui 
wealth  by  diverting  it  to  a  last  profitaUe  one.  IT 
I  have  MMoeeded  in  tfab,  whatever  may  be  tk«  case 
in  relation  to  Bosland,  ber  example  is  not  for  oar 
imitatioii.  I  bur  leave,  however,  to  tell  gentlflaien 
that,  althougfa  England  has  -duivcd  much  of  her 
boasted  wealth  from  manufactm^s,  yet  she  has 
derived  a  large  portion  of  it  from  various  o^ei 
loutces;  she  bas  bad,  for  a  long  series  of  years, 
with  the  unavoidable  intenaptions  of  war  mlv, 
the  most  extensive  foreign  conmeroe  in  the  woild ; 
she  Sat  a  loag  time  had  the  monopoly  of  ih»oom- 
raerce  of  the  United  States,  then  her  colonies ;  she 
now  has  it  of  ber  American  and  West  India  eolo- 
nies:  but,  above  all,  she  has  derived  immense 
weahh  fiom  het  East  India  potBCEsiaiiB.  What- 
ever may  have  been  the  fate  of  her  East  India 
Company,  the  nation  itself,  per  fiu  a*t  iu^  by 
monopoly  and  apprsssion,  have  been  much  enrich- 
ed iNMD  that  exMtded  empR'e,  embracing  a  aatire 
population  of  forty  millions  of  people.  Let  us  for 
a  moment  inquire  into  this  somewhat  in  detail: 
CokptboDn,  a  modem  British  writer,  iafonns  us, 
tha  t  the  gross  reveone  of  the  Bast  India  CoMa- 
ny's  possessions  amounts  touptraids  of  £18,001),- 
000 ;  the  same  writer  states  tliat  ibere  ate  6,000 
British  people,  who,  as  civil  and  miliary  offiecn, 
reeeivesalariesQffrom£300to£10,000.  Bendes 
the  East  India  Company,  there  are  in  their  leni- 
tovial  pOBMstions  4,600  frae  British  mevcknts; 
from  salui«a,  and  from  the  profits  of  the  ft«e  liade, 
larse  sums  are  accumulated  by  individuals,  wbkh 
find  their  way  to  the  motho:  country.  It  is  ttiie, 
that  almost  all  the  gross  rereoue  is  expended  in 
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the  company's  possessions;  but  I  refer  the  Cora- 
mittee  to  the  history  of  thai  suffering  eonntrv,  to 
conjecture  of  how  much  they  fasTe  been  plnitaered 
by  the  natiTes  of  England,  who  return  to  their  ntr 
tiye  land  to  riot  upon  the  spoils  which  their  rapine 
has  produced.  I  speak  upon  the  autbority  of  Col- 
qufaoun,  when  I  say  that  England  has  been  much 
enriched  from  that  source.  But  after  all,  what  is 
this  boasted  wealth  of  £kigUnd  7  Is  it  distributed 
anHMigst  the  people  at  large,  so  as  "to  scatter 
pleoly  oTCr  a  smiling  brnd?"  No,  sir,  it  is  cotlecl- 
ed  into  the  hands  of  compsntireiy  a  few;  in  the 
language  of  aootha,"  it  sptouU  into  wens  and  tu- 
mcwa,  and  collects  in  aneurisms  which  starve  and 
palsy  the  extremities." 

Sir,  the  emU«m  of  Eti^land  is  a  painted  sepul' 
chre— lair  witboat,  bvi  canons  within.  View  thw 
coantry  at  a  distance,  and  you  see  a  powerful  nary, 
an  exKntive  commerce,  and  a  great  system  of 
manii&etares,  ptontiinc  almost  boundless  wealth ; 
but  lift  the  curtain — tale  a  nearer  vivw — and  you 
bahold  maefa  more  to  rtgict  than  to  admiie.  Stich 
avieirwill  pzcMnt  to  you  the  followmr  picture;  the 
country  mort^wed  as  it  were  by  a  debt,  the  mere 
iniereatof  vhiciiis  greatly  men  than  the  pine ipal 
of  our  national  debt ;  this  uterat  paid  to  the  pablic 
creditors,  who  are  leas  than  one  million  in  number, 
whilst  the  whole  population  of  Oreat  Britain  and 
Ireland  is  between  sixteen  and  seventeen  millions. 
To  pay  this  interest  and  the  current  expenses  of 
GoTeromoitareren'DewBsraiBed  for  the  Tear  1819, 
{which  for  that  single  year  was  £64,000,000  slei- 
ungi)  equal  in  our  cnrreacy  <o  considerably  more 
than  double  the  whole  capital  of  onr  national  debt, 
and  then  tearin^a  deficiency  of  £14,000,000.  The 
taxes  10  meet  this  enormons  expenditure,  supposed 
to  be  at  least  four  pounds  sterling  to  every  roan, 
woman,  and  child  ;  the  poor  rates  for  1815,  esti- 
mated at  X7,600,000,  equal  to  C»,632,000-a  sum 
conaiderably  lac^  than  the  whole  annual  expea- 
diture  of  the  United  States'  Government,  inelod- 
in;  the  Sinku^  Fund  of  $10,000,000— the  paupers 
estionted  as  being  between  a  fifln  and  a  sixth  part 
ofthewhclepopulBtionofEB^nd.  Sacharesome 
of  the  outliiHi  of  the  picture  which  England  pre' 
senM.  There  is  indeed  nmeh  wealth  in  the  country, 
but  so  distributed  as  to  make  exoreme  riches  and  ex- 
trcTM  poverty^-a  state  of  thinn  which  I  ardently 
hope  never  to  sea  existing  in  the  land  which  gave 
me  birth. 

Before  I  quit  this  part  of  the  subject,  I  ca 
forbear  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Comrainee  to 
an  estimate  made  of  the  immeiue  productiTenen 
of  maDuiactures,  in  the  Address  of  the  PJriladdnhia 
Society,  first  number  of  the  new  series.  It  is  tnere 
stated,  and  attempted  to  be  shown  by  calcnlation, 
that  the  cotton  mannbcturers  of  Manchester,  with 
a  bale  and  a  half  of  cotton,  costing  only  seventy- 
five  dollars,  by  working  it  np  into  cotton  cloths, 
investing  the  proceeds  in  cotton,  manuiacturing 
this  cotton  in  tne  same  manner,  and  thus  carrying 
on  the  business  in  successive  operations,  can  in 
20  months  create  a  product  equal  to  $63,438,000. 
Astonishing,  indeed  '.  If  this  calculation  be  cor- 
rect, what  pursuit  iu  the  United  States  can  be  so 
profitable  as  msDufaclnres?    None  can  approach 


it ;  and  therefore,  in  this  view,  the  aid  of  Qovern- 

:  would  not  only  not  be  necessary,  but  the 
extreme  of  injnstioe. 

But,  say  gentlemen,  it  is  necessary  to  adopt  this 
policy,  with  a  view  to  render  us  indi^ndenl  of 
foreign  nations.  Sir,  if  by  this  he  meant  that  we 
'it  ID  have  within  onrklves  the  means  of  fur- 

ing  the  uecesaarv  ships,  munitions  of  war,  &«., 

then  we  are  independenL    But,  if  gentlemen  mean 

say  that  we  ought  to  be  independent  of  all  other 

nations  in  all  those  various  articles  which  minis- 

)  our  convenience  or  loxnry,  then  it  is  equiv- 
alent to  a  declaraliDn  that  we  ought  to  have  no 
commerce.  For,  what  is  commerce  but  an  ex- 
change  of  equivalents — an  exchange  of  those  things 
between  nations  of  which  they  are  mutually  and 
reciprocally  in  need ;  and  as  to  whioh,  tbemfan, 
there  is  a  mutual  and  reoiprt>cnl  depc&denee  1  The 
true  principle  of  political  economy  is  this:  make 
yourselves  entirely  independent  of  the  wmld,  as  it 
renpects  what  is  indiqMBsable  to  yonc  safety  and 
deienee.  As  to  evoy  thmg  else,  the  single  inquiry 
should  be,  of  whom  can  itbepBrehased,soasthat. 
with  the  same  smn,  the  gientest  qouttity  of  equ^ 

ity  can  begotten;  that  is,  in otbetwords,  where 
.  _  tbegoicheapest?  Por,ifwepaymDrewhere 
we  could  get  it  for  less,  one  part  of  this  dilesnma 
is  inevitable — cither  the  purchaser  is  injured  to  the 
amount  of  the  dtftrence  which  the  maavbctorer 

ves  as  a  profit,  or  if  that  be  necessary  to  sus- 
tain the  manufacturer,  then  the  community  is 
'njnred,  by  this  forced  and  unprofitable  appropria- 
ion  of  the  capital  of  the  coantry. 

We  have  been  told,  however,  that  all  the  Qov 
emmeais  in  Europe  which  have  not  encouraged 
manu&ctnres  have  fallen  into  a  state  of  poverty ; 
and  we  have  had  the  examples  of  Spain  and 
Poland  presented  to  us  as  completely  illustrative 
of  the  proposition.  Gentlemen  might  have  found 
a  much  stronger  reason  for  the  poverty  of  these 
eoantrio,  in  their  history  and  political  inatimtions, 
Poland  is  now  blotted  from  the  map  of  Europe ; 
but  even  daring  its  eviateiiceasa  State,  we  know 
that  the  fendal  system  was  in  fitil  operation  ;  that 
there  wae  on  the  part  of  the  noUee,  the  most  aris- 
locraitic  oppresehMi  and  tyranny,  and,'  on  the  part 
of  the  great  mas*  of  the  people,  the  most  abject 
depoideace  and  slavery.  TIm  peasaaffy  of  the 
eotin^  labored  not  for  themsdves,  but  for  otbcis  j 
they  labored,  tbatSen,  withoW  the  only  great 
stinalns  to  axettion }  and,  eouequently,  tMewaa 
neither  the  industry  nor  skill  which  we  find  in  a 
country  where  the  people  are  free,  and  where  they 
are  protected  in  their  ri|^  of  person  and  prop- 
erty. The  feudal  system  once  prevailed  in  Spain 
also ;  but  even  sinee  its  abdition,  the  Qovemment 
of  that  country  has  been  of  the  most  wreiahed 
kind ;  their  tax  upon  the  enotcation  of  specie 
made  it  less  valuable  than  in  the  other  countries  of 
Europe,  except  Portngsl;  they  greatly  impeded 
the  intercourse  smong  the  dinereni  'parts  of  the 
Empire  by  a  tax  upon  transportation ;  but,  shove 
all,  the  administretion  of  justice  was  so  imperfect 
as  to  protect  the  debtor  against  the  demands  of  the 
creditor,  and  thus  "  malu  the  induetrions  part  of 
■  the  nation  afraid  to  prepare  goods  for  those 
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'  haughty  and  great  men  to  whom  they  dare  not 
'  refuse  to  sell  on  credit,  and  from  whom  they  are 
'  Bliogelher  uncertain  of  payment." 

These  are  the  reEiaons  why  these  conntries  are 
poor,  and  why  no  kind  uf  pursuit,  and  particularly 
that  of  manufactures,  is  carried  on  there  with  the 
same  industry  and  perseverance  as  elsewhere. 
Look  Bt  ihe  htslory  ot  England  herself,  while  the 
feudal  system  galled  that  people  with  all  its  fel- 
lers, ana  you  lind  that  manufactures,  as  well  as 
ererf  other  pursuit,  made  bat  slow  progreM  in 
that  country  also.  What  viltein  will  labor  like  a 
freeman  1  None;  until  human  aature  is  so  formed 
as  that  we  will  labor  with  as  much  ardor  for  the 
benefit  of  others  as  we  do  when  we  ourselves  are 
to  reap  its  fruits.  But  when  England  had  eman- 
cipated herself  from  feudal  thraldom ;  when,  hy 
means  of  commerce,  and  otherwise,  she  had  accu- 
mulated an  immense  capitel ;  when,  above  all,  she 
had,  by  ber  ingenuity  and  capital,  first  invented, 
and  then  pot  into  active  operation,  the  finest  ma- 
chinery in  the  world ;  then  she  took  the  lead  of 
the  rest  of  the  world  in  manufacttircs.  Hare  you 
any  doubt  as  to  the  extent  of  the  influence  of  ner 
capital  and  machinery  1  As  late  as  1788,  the  cot- 
ton manufacture  was  among  the  humblest  of  the 
domCBtic  arts,  and  did  not  exceed  £2,000,000  ster- 
ling. We  team  from  Colquhoun  that,  in  1813, 
the  product,  including  the  materia),  was  £29,- 
000,000. 

Gentlemen  have  conceded,  that  the  proposed 
system  would  be  improper,  if  it  was  not  that  the 
nations  of  Europe,  and  especialtr  England,  have 

Sursued  the  plan  of  positive  prooibition,  or  high 
nties  almost  amounting  to  prohibition,  towards 
us.  and  they  call  upon  us  to  imitate  their  example. 
The  first  answer  to  this  is,  what,  1  believe,  has 
been  already  urged,  that  it  would  be  strange  con- 
duct, because  foreign  nations  have  injured  us  by 
prohibition  or  high  duties,  we  should,  therefore, 
mjare  ourselves  still  more  by  creating  a  monopoly 
in  favor  of  a  part  of  our  own  citizens,  at  the  ei 
pense  of  the  rest.  Bnt  let  us  now  trace  the  course 
of  the  English  policy,  and  Ihe  reasons  which  led 
to  it,  togeuer  with  tne  point  at  which  it  has  now 
arrived,  and  I  think  I  stnill  be  able  to  show  that  it 
ought  to  be  avoided,  not  pursued.  Governments 
as  well  ELS  individuals  seem,  at  times,  to  have  their 
bobbies ;  i>ertiaps  there  are  few  subjects  in  rela- 
tion to  which  the  hobby  has  been  oftener  changed 
than  that  of  political  economy,  or  the  art  of  mak- 
ing a  nation  rich ;  at  one  time,  the  commercial  or 
mercantile  system  is  the  fashion  of  the  day ;  at 
another  time,  the  doctrine  of  the  French  econo- 
mists [H'evails,  that  agriculture  b  the  only  source 
of  w^th  ;  now  it  seems  that  manuhctures  alone 
can  save  us  from  ruin  and  bankruptcy.  But  I  re- 
turn to  the  English  policy,  and  the  reasons  which 
led  to  it.  Dunng  the  prevalence  of  the  mercan- 
tile system,  the  general  idea  was,  that  wealth  con- 
sisted in  gold  and  silver,  and  that  a  nation  baying 
no  mines  could  only  get  them  by  exporting  more 
than  it  imported.  By  the  use  of  this  kind  of  rea- 
soning, persons  interested  in  the  monopoly  of  the 
home  market  induced  the  Parliament  either  to  pro- 
hibit or  lay  heavy  duties  on  importation ;  and 


those  concerned  in  the  foreign  market  also  pre- 
vailed, so  as.  in  some  instances,  to  get  bounties 
upon  exportation.  For  some  time  this  was  sub- 
mitted to,  but,  at  last,  the  countrv  senllemen  b^n 
to  perceive  these  operations,  while  Ihey  benefited 
certain  classes,  were  directly  at  their  expense. 
With  a  view,  tnen,  to  counteract  their  effects,  they 
have,  after  strugeliog  at  different  times,  procured, 
as  offsets,  the  foflowing  provisions:  the  total  pro- 
hibition, except  from  Ireland,  of  cattle  and  salted 
provision,  an  exclusion  of  all  foreign  com,  unless 
when  the  scarcity  is  sach  as  to  raise  the  price  to 
eighty  shillings  per  quarter,  a  monopoly  ;)rice, and 
a  Doaniy  upon  the  exportation  of  their  own  com. 
Now,  sir,  I  ask  the  Committee  whether  a  system 
of  policy  can  be  worthy  of  onr  imitation,  which, 
setting  out  upon  entirely  false  principles,  creates  a 
monopoly  in  &vor  of  one  part  of  the  community 
''    expense  of  the  other,  and  then  seeks  to  re- 


favor  of  the  injured  V^Vf'i    Equality 

is  the  desideratum;  you  may,  arler  having  made 
one  scale  much  heavier,  restore  the  equilibrium  by 
putting  an  equal  weight  in  the  other ;  but  if  you 

Eui  a  weight  into  neither  scale,  Ihe  equilibrium 
as  never  been  destroyed.  Thus  it  appears  that 
all  which  can  be  hoped  for,  afW  piles  of  r^ula- 
tions  as  high  as  Atlas,  would  be,  by  legislation  to 
restore  an  equality,  which,  by  l^tlation,  we  had 
destroyed.  My  course,  therefore,  is,  to  remain 
where  we  are,  and  not  disturb  the  balance  because 
we  may  afterwards  restore  it;  if,  however,  we 
must  imitate  the  English  system  in  part,  1  hope 

Eenllemen  will  give  it  aU;  apart  oiwhichisa 
junty  upon  the  exportation  of  their  corn.  If  gen- 
tleroen  will  give  us  a  sufficient  bounty  on  the  ex- 
portation of  our  breadstuff,  that  would  restore  us 
to  our  original  equality.  But,  it  is  said  that  Eng- 
land imposes  a  duty  upon  our  wool.  Do  not  gen- 
tlemen see  that,  unless  that  duty  is  drawn  back, 
upon  exportation,  to  the  United  Btates,  it  operates 
to  the  advantage  of  the  domestic  manufacturer, 
br  increasing  the  cost  of  the  British  article?  And, 
if  it  be  drawn  back,  then  it  is  entirdv  neutralized. 
England,  also,  soy  gentlemen  gives  her  manufac- 
turers a  arewback  upon  exportation ;  and.  in  some 
instances,  a  bounty.  It  requires  only  to  define  the 
terms  drawback  and  bounty,  to  see  that  there  is 
nothing  is  this  complaint.  The  drawback  upon 
the  English  manufacture  is,  where  an  excise  dutv 
is  impwed  by  the  British  Government,  whicD 
raises  the  price  at  home ;  but,  as  they  cannot  regu- 
late the  foreign  market,  therefore,  upon  the  ex- 
portation, they  draw  back  this  excise,  in  order 
that  their  people  may  come  into  foreign  competi- 
tion, not  encumbered  with  this  increase  of  cost. 
The  case  of  the  bounty  is,  if  possible,  still  plainer ; 
it  is  given  only  where,  without  this  aid,  the  arti- 
cles could  not,  upon  exportation,  withstand  a  for- 
eign competition.  Any  article  thus  situated,  it  is 
obvious,  cannot  injure  the  American  manufac- 
turer ;  that  is^if  the  bounty  be  not  too  large ;  and, 
if  it  be^  the  British  Government  has  injured  its 
people  in  favor  of  a  particular  class,  and  then  the 
a^ument  is,  that  we  must  inflict  a  tike  injury 
upon  the  American  citizen,  in  favor  of  the  nine 
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dasa ;  an  argument,  the  weight  of  which  it  is 
■nbniiiled  to  the  Committee  to  appreciate. 

We  are  warned  bjr  gentlemea  that,  unless  we 
establish  domestic  manufactures,  to  the  eicltuion 
of  foreign,  we  shall  import  more  than  we  export, 
and  thus  produce  national  bankruptcy.  That  may, 
and  actuEilly  has,  happened  with  one  or  more  par- 
ticular cDUntriea.  Thus,  for  a  series  of  years,  irom 
1805  to  1811,  the  balance  of  trade  with  England 
was  against  us,  to  the  amount  of  upwards  of  $26,- 
000,01X1  per  annum.  Whibt,  however,  this  may 
be  the  case  as  to  one  or  more  countries,  it  is 
obvious  thai  it  cannot,  for  aor  length  of  time,  be 
the  case  in  relation  to  the  whole  circle  of  oar  com- 
merce. If  the  whole  of  our  exports  for  any  con- 
siderable time  should  fall  short  of  the  whole  of 
onr  imports,  a  debt  to  the  amount  of  the  difference 
would  De  created  against  us,  which  wotild  injure 
lis  by  affecting  the  exchange  disadTantageouslv  to 
us.  It  would  injure  our  credit,  too ;  and,  finally, 
eren  if  we  would  go  on,  it  mutt  stop,  for  want 
of  credit ;  for,  as  individuals  will  not,  so  neither 
will  nations,  part  with  their  property  without  an 
equivalent.    But,  sir,  another  effectual  check  to 


prodigals,  who  will  run  into  wild  and 
expenditure ;  but  the  great  mass  of  erery  com- 
mimily  are  governed  by  prudential  considerations, 
and  will  confine  their  expenditure  within  their  in- 
come; and  if,  from  any  miscBlculation,  they  should 
outstep  the  proper  limits,  (hey  have  a  perpetual 
tendency  to  fall  a^in  within  them;  accordingly, 
sir,  you  will  find  this  hypothesis  confirmed  by  loox- 
ing  at  the  report  of  the  Treasury  Department ; 
from  that  you  will  find  that  the  customs  in  1815, 
amouQied  to  upwards  of  836,000,000;  in  1816,  to 
somewhat  more  than  927,000.000 ;  and,  in  1817, 
only  to  about  017,000,000  and  a  half;  thus  prov- 
ing, inconlestably,  Irom  official  documents,  that 
OUT  imports  were  diminished  more  thau  one-half 
between  the  years  1815  oad  1817.  Let  not  gen- 
tlemen, then,  alarm  themselves  with  the  illusory 
apprehension  that,  without  this  system,  we  shall 
tning  on  national  ruin  by  excessive  importation ; 
the  corrective  to  that  evil  may  be  safely  trusted  to 
thepeople. 

The  advocatesof  this  bill,  after  having  exhausted 
all  their  stores  of  argument  in  its  favor,  as  apply- 
ing to  the  general  principles  upon  which  they  at- 
tempt to  support  it,  have  addressed  themselves  di- 
rectly to  the  agricultural  interest,  and  endeavored 
to  show  that  the  encouragement  of  manufactures, 
by  legislative  aid,  is  indispensable  to  the  prosperity 
of  agriculture.  Whilst  I  feel  obliged  to  ihem  for 
the  unddispositionsthey  have  mamfested  towards 
that  interest,  I  must  beg  leave,  for  myself  and  for 
my  constituents,  to  say,  that  we  choose  to  judge 
for  ourselves  as  to  the  means  of  promoting  our 
individual  prosperity;  and  that,  as  we  think  they 
wouldj  in  this  instance,  (no  matter  how  good  the 
intention)  do  us  an  injury^  instead  of  a  benefit,  we 
must  be  excused  for  declinmg  their  proffered  kind- 
ness. But  permit  me  to  examine  their  arguments 
npon  this  point.  They  remind  as  of  the  present 
very  low  price  of  agricultural  produce,  and  then 


tell  us  that  the  effect  of  the  encouragement  of  do- 
mestic manufactures  will  be,  to  give  us  a  sure, 
steady,  and  better  market.  In  the  first  place,  I 
would  remark,  that,  if  upon  this  point  we  are  con- 
lent,  I  do  not  see  why  gentlemen  should  feel  so 
much  uneasiness  in  relation  to  our  interest ;  even 
than  we  should  feel  ourselves.  It  at  least  does 
not  belong  to  them  to  complain  of  the  tow  price 
of  agricultural  produce,  which  I  have  already  had 
lecasion,  in  the  progress  of  this  ai^nment,  to  show, 
iperalesdirectlyasabountyonmanufactures.  But, 
ir,  the  promise  of  a  better  market  at  home  than 
abroad,  is  perfectly  delusive,  as  I  will  now  attempt 
to  prove.  It  is  agreed  on  all  hands  that,  if  this  biU 
pam,  we  shall  pay  a  higher  price  for  inann&ctured 
articles.  Now,  air,  let  me  call  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  the  relative  price  of  wheat  and  do- 
mestic cloth,  (which  I  some  time  since  noticed  for 
a  different  purpose,)  in  order  to  illustrate  my  ^n- 
-"'  view.  Suppose  that  I  should  even  receive 
dollar  twenty-five cenlaforlhebushelof  wheat, 
for  which  I  now  get  only  a  dollar;  if,  in  coaee- 
[uence  of  this  bill,  the  cloth,  which  I  formerly  rot 
■or  twenty  cents  per  yard,  be  raised  to  thirty,  ue 
effect  will  be,  that,  whilst  the  ninninal  price  of  my  . 
wheal  will  be  raised,  its  actual  value  will  be  di- 
minished ;  that  is  lo  say,  the  same  quantity  will 
command  less  of  the  prodace  of  others'  labor, 
which  is  the  true  test  ofvalue. 

The  Speaker  has  holden  out  to  us  a  discount' 
ing  prospect  indeed,  io  relation  to  our  market  for 
agricultural  produce.  Me  has  told  us  that,  as  we 
ircely  have  any  market  abroad,  our  situa- 
thia  respect,  will  be  contintially  becoming 
that  out  surplus  will  increase  in  the  ratio 
with  our  increasing  population,  so  as  that  it  wilt 
be  impossible  for  us  to  command  a  foreign  market 
for  it.  Sir,  the  very  foundation  of  the  Speaker's 
argument  fails  in  this,  that  our  surplus  produce 
will  not  increase  in  proportion  to  our  increasing 
population.  The  {^ciples  of  Malthus  upon  this 
sQbject,  I  hold  to  be  undeniaUy  tme,  that  popula- 
tion has  a  perpetual  tendency  lo  increase  oeyond 
the  means  of  salKislence ;  and  that,  whilst  food 
increases  arithmetically,  it  ia  of  the  nature  of  pop- 
ulation to  increase  geometrically ;  that  is,  withm 
given  period^  to  double  whatevet  was  the  cajntal 
stock  at  the  last  preceding  period.  It  makes  no 
difference  that,  in  this  country,  onr  popnUtion  is 
sparse,  and  our  territory  immense.  These  eiictim- 
stances  only  prove,  that  the  time  will  be  mote  dis- 
tant when  population  will  reach  the  limits  of 
food,  and  thereby  be  impeded;  but  they  do  not  at 
all  afiect  the  truth  of  the  genial  principles ;  and, 
in  our  legislation  upon  this  great  question,  this  at 
the  next  year  should  not  constitute  eat  horizon, 


1 
but  we  should  look  along  the  line  of  time,  and 
le^slate  for  futurity. 

Xet  OS,  theoj  bring  these  principles  to  a  practical 
test,  by  applying  them  to  the  United  States.  It 
has  been  computed,  upon  the  best  statistical  data 
that  we  have,  that  onr  population  is  duplicated  in 
every  jieriod  of  twenty-three  years  and  a  fraction 
of  a  year.  S^nains,  then,  the  capital  in  the 
present  year,  Iw),  to  be  tes  millions^  the  next  pe- 
riod of  twenty-three  years  would  give  us  twenty 
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tnillioiu,  and  the  next,  that  is,  in  the  year  1866 
would  give  us  forty  mitlions.  Now,  it  is  pilpablt 
that  our  sabsisteoce  will  not  increase  in  the  same 
pro^tion.  1  speak  not  now  of  the  rich  lands  of 
the  West,  whose  pioductiTe  powen  are  such  that, 
as  far  as  they  exttnd,  they  would  lend  considera- 
bly to  supply  ifae  deficiency  of  the  old  States.  Let 
itbe  lememboed  that  the  attachment  which  we 
feel  to  the  «alak  tobtn  is  so  strong,  that  but  few  of 
us  emigiate  to  the  wildetuess  wiio  nave  a  toteraUe 
prospect  of  fltwxnt  in  our  native  place.  Under 
the  iDflaence  ot  Ibis  principle,  I  think  it  would  be 
a  Isfge  calcnlatim  to  suppose  that  one  pei  cent, 
of  our  populatioii  emigrate  aanuaUy ;  which,  sup- 
posing the  ca]atal  to  m  ten  millioni,  would  be  one 
fuudred  thonnnd.  The  Temaiuiiu:  nine  miltious 
nine  honied  thousand,  then,  would  TBmain  npan 
the  soil  which  they  fonnerly  occupied ;  aad 


know  by  ezpcnence  that,  wnhtiut  great  indoitiy 
and  ajnilication,  and  wlthonta  melioratin^f  system 
of  hustandrr,  the  soil  not  only  does  not  improTe 
so  as  to  doable  its  ptoductire  powers  in  abont  twen- 
ty-three  yeais^  but  that  it  does  not  improve  at  all ; 
nay,  that  it  will  be  in  a  continual  state  of  deterior- 
ation; the  direct  consequence  of  which  is,  that 
there  will  be  a  cootinii^ly  increasmg  neoesttty  for 
more  labor  to  taise  thesame<iunntity  of  agticulm- 
ral  produce;  aod  if,  even  with  the  best  system  of 
husbandry,  the  produce  of  the  soil  could  be  dou- 
bled once  or  twice,  no  one  will  say  that  it  eouid 
go  on  iocreaang  indefioitdy,  like  the  population 
to  be  fed  from  it,  in  a  geomeirieal  progresston. 
This,  which  is  thus  far  nypotheticaT  reasoning, 
may  be  shown  to  be  a  fact  in  the  history  of  our 
cotmtry,  by  refiaenee  to  the  Statistical  Annals  of 
Dr.  Beybert  From  them  it  will  aj^ieai  that  the 
mazimnm  quanlUy  of  flour  ever  exported  from  the 
United  Sutea,  was  in  the  year  1817,  being  one 
million  four  hundred  and  seventy-nine  thounnd 
one  hundred  and  ninety-ei^t  barrels;  that  as 
early  as  180S,  there  were  exported  oae  millkm 
three  htmdred  and  eleven  thoosand  eight  hundred 
and  fifty  three  barrels,  having  inoeased  in  fouKem 
years  only  ime  hundred  and  sizty-eevco  tboasand 
three  hundicd  and  forty-five;  whereas,  to  have 
kept  w«y  with  tlKsuMKMed  increase  of  popolation, 
it  should  have  been  UMtesultof  adiversioaof  the 
labor  of  the  country  to  some  other  emjdovmant, 
then  1  answer,  that  itt{^)osition  equally  wol  snits 
the  purposes  of  my  aigtuaent ;  for  it  proves  that 
tbejwople  of  thecountry  know  their  own  intetsK 
sufficiently  well,  without  govenunenial  inteifl^ 
rence,  to  change  the  empU^ment  of  then  labor 
and  capital  whenever  their  interest  requires  it. 
Let  it  be  left  with  them,  and  the  moment  which  is 
proper  for  the  change  will  be  indicated  by  their 
interest.  As  Ion?  as  agriculture  affords  them  the 
same,  or  nearly  the  tame,  profit  as  other  appropri- 
ations of  capital  and  labor  do,  they  will  potsue  it ; 
whenever  it  begins  to  fail  to  do  ibis,  at  that  pre- 
cise point  of  time,  without  the  Qovernment  Iteep- 
iog  watch  and  ward,  it  will  flow  over  into  some 
other  channd.  Look  at  the  clear  proof  that  the 
people  know  how  to  change,  and  that  they  will 
change,  the  application  of  tiieir  capital  and  labor, 
in  the  Treasury  report  of  the  exports  of  1819.    It 


750,660  barrels  of  flour ;  whereas,  as  1  have  just 
said,  bat  two  years  sooner,  to  -wit  in  1817,  we  ex- 
potted  1,479,198  baiTcls.  The  Committee  may 
rest  assured  thai  the  capital  and  labor  of  the  coun- 
try were  not  idle,  but  were  employed  in  someother 
way.  And,  indeed,  sir,  if  genllemm  could  even 
imagine  a  state  of  things  in  which  we  could  not 
find  a  market  abroad  for  one  barrel,  we  could  yet, 
even  in  a  mere  change  of  taste,  flnd  an  obvious 
resource.  From  the  same  Tieasuiy  report  ii  ap- 
pears tbat  there  were  imported  into  the  United 
States,  in  the  year  1318,  6,052,463  gallons  of  for- 
eign spirits.  We  should  only  have,  in  the  last  te- 
sort,  to  convert  onr  grain  into  spirit,  and  thus  we 
should  at  once  dispose  of  nearly  fouf-fifths  of  all 
the  wheat,  the  flour  from  which  was  exported  last 
year.  And  whenever  the  time  arrives  that  we 
have  no  foreign  maik^  or  from  other  canses,  it 
shall  beeoniB  our  interest  to  do  so,  I  tell  gentlemen 
we  shall  neither  need  the  advice  nor  the  co^cion 
of  Omernioent  to  induce  us  to  do  it. 

It  has  been  said,  however,  and  insisted  on,  with 
much  eamestnss,  tbat  agriculture  has  been  aided 
by  Goveramenl,  and  that  the  very  bill  now  under 
diB^isaion  guards  it  by  prMectmg  duties.  We 
ares  therefore,  called  upon,  in  the  Bacae  of  justice, 
to  afibrd  a  reciprocal  pcoteetion  to  manufactorea. 
One  sin^  fact,  and  the  ctmseqjiiences  palpably 
deducible  from  it,  Aimish  a  conuosiva  answer  to 
this  argumm;  it  is  this,  that  our  agricoltatal  pro- 
ducts, partieuhirly  the  thiae  great  stai^  of  the 
conntry,  cotton,  floor,  and  tobacco,  successftilly 
sustain  the  competition  in  foreign  markets.  Now 
tbe  only  benefit  which  they  could,  by  possibility, 
derive  from  protecting  duties,  would  be  in  the 
home  market;  but  to  say  that  articles  which,  when 
exported,  and  when,  thersfore,  they  can  derive  no 
aid  from  this  Qovernment,  can  maintain  them- 
selves in  foreign  markets  against  the  competition 
of  like  foreign  articles,  require  that  aid,  in  order  to 
maintain  themselves  against  the  same  articles, 
coming  into  competition  with  them  in  the  home 
market,  is,  to  advance  a  proposition  in  such  pal- 
pable hostility  with  every  principle  of  politieal 
economy,  that  it  needs  but  be  stated  in  order  to  be 
refuted.  It  cannot  be  necessary  to  undertake,  by 
serious  argument,  to  prove  that,  if  eith«f  the  price 
at  which  we  can  aSbtd  to  kU,  or  the  qmlily,  give 
us  the  prefetense  abtoaj,  thai  preference  cannot 
be  tost  at  hotoe,  when,  in  addition  to  these  advan- 
tages, we  have  the  faither  advantage  of  being  ex- 
empt from  the  cost  of  exportation,  and  tbe  forngn 
articles  arc  encumbered  with  the  disadvantage  of 
being  subject  to  the  cost  of  importation. 

Sir,  I  will  not  trouUe  the  Conmiittee  longer.  I 
have  attempted  to  prove  that  the  proposed  system 
is  incompatible  with  sound  policy,  because  it  will 
diminish  the  wealth  of  the  nation ;  that  it  is  in- 
compatible with  justice,  because  it  will  promote 
the  interest  of  one  class,  at  the  expense  of  another 
class  of  the  community.  If  I  have  succeeded  in 
this,  it  follows  that  the  bill  ought  not  to  pass,  and 
such,  1  trust,  will  be  its  fate. 

Mr.  HoLUCs,  of  Massachusetts,  addressed  ttte 
Chair  as  follows: 


^yCoC-^lc 


fflSTORT  OP  0OKGRB8B. 


April,  182a 


Revuion  of  the  Tbri/. 


H.  or  R. 


Mr.  Chairmaa:  To  com[dain  is  the  strongest 
propensity  of  the  human  nuDd,  and  eviaces  the 
neatcEt  ingratitude.  We  look  at  history  and  view 
the  bright  side  only  of  the  past;  with'  confident 
hope  we  contemplate  the  future;  but  we  endure 
the  pieseni  vith  anxiety  and  n^ret.  This  pre~ 
disposition  is  encouraged  by  others,  who  would 
convince  us  that  their  aid  is  necessary  to  relieve 
us  from  our  embairassments.  The  doctoi  must 
magnify  the  danger  of  his  patient,  that  be  may 
acqnire  the  reputation  and  profit  of  the  cure. 
This,  and  a  confidence  in  ourselvee  lo  improve 
upon  the  wisdom  or  delect  tbe  follies  of  others, 
hare  produced  all  the  projects,  schemes,  and  inno- 
vations, which  have  aintated,  embarrassed,  and 
distressed  the  world.  Whence  those  rank  speou- 
lations  which  have  ended  in  distress  and  ruin'! 
Whence  the  Mississippi  and  South  Sea  projects, 
Mr.  Law's  bubble,  and  the  Earl  of  Oxford's  folly, 
and  theother  wild  and  extravagant  schemes  which 
threatened  at  once  to  inundate  Europe  and  lo  iu' 
volve  the  people  in  one  universal  ruin?  Prom  an 
excess  of  legislalioa,  which  tempted  and  provoked 
the  inquietude  of  tbe  people.  Nine  tentns  of  the 
erils  which  have  been  inflicted  upon  mankind, 
originated  in  governing  too  much. 

Look  at  the  people  of  the  United  States;  cast 
your  eye  over  ten  millions  of  freemen,  spread  over 
an  immense  territory,  possessing  every  facility  of 
soil,  water,  and  climate.  Inquire  into  their  ne- 
cenitiei  and  inclinations,  and  ask,  what  is  the  re- 
lief which  they  moot  need?  and  they  will  tell  you, 
to  be  let  alone. 

Sir,  there  is  not  a  country  in  the  world  where 
the  three  great  branches  of^  industry,  agriculture, 
manufactures,  and  commerce,  can  engage 


_,_. .  a  in  the  United  State*.  This 

doctrine  of  letting  the  branches  of  iadnstrf  aloni 


equal  a  compel 

doctrine  of  letting  the  brandies  of  iadnstrf  alone, 

has,  by  the  Speaker  and  others,  been  assailed  and 


ridiculed.  But  it  is  soond,  legitimate  doctrine. 
An  officious  intermeddling  in  the  afbirs  of  indi- 
viduals ;  an  attempt  to  regulate  their  ordinary  em- 
ployments, or  divert  their  habitual  industry  from 
its  usual  channel,  is  equally  impolitic  and  anjust 
Every  man  understands  his  own  interest  and  will 
puisne  it  Regulate^  therefore,  the  different  bran- 
ches of  industry  as  lillle  as  possible — I  say  as  lit- 
tle as  possible,  because  I  agree  that  the  maxim, 
*<  let  the  people  alone,"  admits  of  the  following 
exceptions;  1st.  Aid  a  necessary  branch  of  indus- 
try in  lis  infancy  according  to  your  means.  Sd. 
Support  that  which  is  essential  to  national  safety. 
3d.  Countervail  foreign  restrictions  where  you  can 
do  it  with  a  prospect  of  success.  4th.  Impose  bur- 
dens for  the  support  of  Government.  The  three 
first  are  discretionary;  the  last  is  indispensable. 

But  as  the  Legislature  of  a  nation  cannot  create 
wealth,  and  as  every  aid  to  one  branch  equally 
subducts  from  the  others,  it  becomes  us  to  inquire 
into  the  relative  conditions  of  the  difierent  employ- 
menta  in  the  United  States,  and  see  what  are  the 
necessities  of  our  manufactories,  and  what  relief 
we  can' afford  to  bestow. 

The  pretensions  of  this  class  of  people  is  urged 
in  the  most  piteous  straiiks.  To  read  theii  peti- 
timM  and  hear  the  arguments  of  thai  advocates, 
10th  Com.  Itt  Sbbb^-W     . 


we  should  presume  that  manufactures  had  been 
excluded  from  all  favor,  and  cast  off  as  an  ill^ti- 
mate.  While  you  are  fostering  commerce  and 
agriculture,  say  gentlemen,  the  poor  depressed 
manufacturer  it  left  to  take  care  of  himself.  Is 
commerce,  then,  so  very  fiouiishing'?  Is  agiicnl- 
lure  the  favorite  child?  No,  sir.  Agriculiure gets 
no  favors  here.  You  have  your  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  your  Committee  of  Msnufactnies, 
who  ably  and  indefatiffably  support  those  respect- 
ive interests.  But  where  is  your  committee  of 
agriculture?  Merchants  and  manufacturers  were 
never  over-modest  in  complaining  or  asking  foi 
favors,  nor  very  delicate  in  urging  their  meritori- 
ous services  upon  the  consideration  of  Govern- 
ment. But  the  faimeis,  scattered  and  separated 
from  each  other,  doomed  to  a  life  of  constant  la- 
bar,  have  DO  time  to  complain.  Nor  are  they  re- 
membered here,  except  when  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  seeks  the  avenue  that  leads  to 
their  pockets,  and  seizes  upon  the  products  of  their 
industry,  to  pacify  the  importtmities  of  mannlao- 

8ir,  the  manufacturers  of  the  United  States  are 
more  favored  and  better  protected  than  those  of 
any  other  country.  Thb  will  be  deemed  a  bold 
assertion.  But  1  invite  gentlemen  to  examine  for 
themaelves.  Let  them  look  at  tbe  British  protect* 
ing  duties,  and  deduct  from  these  enconiagemenia 
tl» 


poor  rates,  the  excise,  and  other  burdens, 
ish  manufacturer  has  to  endure,  and  then 


the  ^ 

British  manufacturer  has  to  endure,  a 

swer  the  question,  has  not  the  American  maao- 

faclurer,  on  the  whole,  the  advantage  ? 

The  Speaker  has  given  us  a  melancholy  descrip- 
tion of  a  cotton  factory  which  he  saw  unoccupied 
and  with  tbe  windows  broken  out.  Indeed !  And 
I,  loo,  have  passed  by  several  dwell! ne-houses  of 
very  industrious  farmers  that  never  had  any  win- 
dows in  Ihem ;  and  the  reason  was,  that  the  Boe-^ 
Ion  and  Pittsburg  foctories  had  been  so  well  pro- 
tected that  these  farmers  could  not  afibrd  to  poi- 
chase  the  glass. 

The  truth  is,  tbe  whole  country  is  distressed. 
The  manufacturers,  from  the  encouragement  given 
by  the  war,  and  your  protection  had  been  extrav- 
agant and  prodig^.  Rash,  unskilful,  and  impru- 
dent men,  with  nominal  capital,  had  commenced 
on  a  larse  scale,  and  had  failed,  as  a  matter  of 
course.  Many  such  instances  can,  no  douU,  be 
cited;  and  these  are  the  cases  of  distress  which 
have  been  so  feelingly  dencribed.  But  when  were 
the  bcilities  to  manufacturers  greater  than  at 
present?  One  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr. 
Stobbs)  has  told  you  that  your  produce  is  roidnv 
on  your  hands  that  vour  commerce  is  at  an  en^ 
and  you  can  sell  nothing  abroad.  Another  gen- 
tleman from  the  same  Slate  (Mr.  Obosb)  liai 
given  you  to  understand  that  manu&ctures  will 
nourish  when  you  cannot  sell  your  surplus  pro- 
duce to  advantage  abroad,  if  these  premises  are 
true,  the  conclusion  seems  to  be  irresistible,  that 
tbe  present  is  a  most  favorable  time  for  your  man- 
ufactures. 

In  perfect  accordance  with  these  sentiments,  the 
Speaker  has  contended,  that  want  of  capital  jna 
ihe  tDot  of  the  evil,  and  has  given  us  an  inituiM 
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where  great  capiulub  can  succeed  now  witb  pro- 
fit and  advastage.  In  the  course  of  his  observa- 
tk>Bs  he  admitted  that  there  was  s  redandancT  of 
«*pital  in  the  United  Stales,  inactire  and  lifelen, 
«cid  that  the  capitalists  of  Philadelphia  had  offered 
tbe  QoTamment  a  loan  of  twenty  millions  at  fire 
percent;  and  jet  the  maQufacturen  cannot  sao- 
Med  for  want  of  capital !  Sir,  I  don't  know  how 
tboe  contTSdictions  are  to  be  reconciled.    Ade- 

rate  capital  and  a  prudent  management  will,  no 
ubt,  insure  success.  Monejr  can  be  had  on  most 
fiiTorable  terms,  and  to  any  amount.  It  is,  more- 
OTer,  a  fact,  that  the  manufacturers  hare  now 
protMtions  and  facilities  that  are  not  realized  in 
aay  other  country ;  yet  they  are  not  tjatisfied.  The 
MMtchant  whose  ihipi  are  rotting  at  hie  whatrea, 
and  the  farmer  whose  jtroduce  is  perishing  for 
want  of  a  maiket,  mast  meur  new  burdens  to  sat- 
mtj  th«  cupidity  of  these  manufactnTers.  And,u 
dtougli  nothins  had  been  done,  they  ask  for  a  lit- 
de  Klief.  A  little  relief!  Then  yon  have  doas 
Botbiog  yet.  Is  your  last  tariff  nothinji?  Is  tlM 
modification  made  two  years  ago,  to  their  fall  nt- 
iabetion,  nothing?  Pass  this,  and  in  two  yean 
more  this  will  be  nothing. 

Tbe  object  of  a  protecting  duty  is  to  exclude 
forngn  faorics,  and  to  give  a  monopoly  to  your 
«wn  mana&ctums,  or  gire  them  the  adrannge 
in  tke  matbe^  by  raising  <^e  price  and  dimiBi^- 
iag  the  quantity  of  the  foreign  article. 

Aa  entire  exclusion  is  a  tax  on  the  consmuer, 
■■d  leares  him  to  tbe  meicy  of  the  manufacturer. 
A  partial  excluaoD,  or  a  rise  in  the  price,  has  the 
Hme  operation  in  a  different  degree.  It  is  idle. 
indeed,  to  pretend  that  a  competition  at  home  will 
•apply  the  want  of  forei^  competition,  and 
prHttee  a  deprecsion  of  price.  That  can  n 
taha  place  until  your  marKet  is  amply  supplied  by 
yoat  own  artists — an  erent  not  speedily  to  be  ex- 
neeled.  In  the  meantime  commerceis  to  be  shack- 
led, and  the  farmer  to  be  sabject  to  a  mooopoly 
which  he  can  neither  resist  nor  counteract.  He 
k«*a  surplus  for  which  there  is  no  brisk  demand. 
He  is  coBsequenlly  uabjecled  to  a  home  competi- 
tion, which  puts  his  own  produce  in  the  powar  of 
the  mennfiictiirer.  Br  these  high  jnvtectinig  dtH 
li«k  therefore,  yeu  enable  the  manufacturer  to  buy 
Md  *eU  upon  bis  own  terms.  To  buy,  because 
tbe  ftrmer  has  competilorB ;  to  sell,  because  the 
ttanvfaoturer  has  aaae. 

I  aaa  aware  that  it  has  been  couteoded,  ttmt  the 
Carmer  and  planter  who  produces  tbe  raw  mate* 
rill,  will,  by  tlus  protection,  find  a  belter  market 
athnma;  and  Che  Speaker  has  told  us  thatlhit 
WiU  be  the  case,  particularly  in  regard  to  cotton. 
Bat  tbe  cotton  plantera  wJl  scarcely  swallow  this 
Wft.  TbA  the  increase  of  your  cotton  factories 
firres  an  additional  demand  for  the  raw  raatorial 
IB  the  home  market  is  readily  admitted.  Bnt, 
what  is  to  be  the  eSbct  of  a  tax  oa  foreign  fabrics, 
Iha  Taw  material  of  which  yon  fotmshl  Your 
cotton  fabrics  from  abtoad  cmie  charged  with  an 
additional  duty;  if  the  increase  of  the  price  is 
a^al  to  that  <^thed«ty,  itaUowsofacorrenMBd- 
iBg  increase  of  the  home  fabric,  and  thia  wia  con< 
MittMn  a  tax,  wUeh  will  fiil  on  tba  ooMmner. 


Should  this  be  the  case,  the  raw  coltos  will  expe- 
rience no  diminution,  but  probacy  a  small  aog- 
menlation,  of  |iriee.  This,  however,  camiot  Iw. 
By  bringing  the  home  and  foreign  falu^Cs  together 
into  the  market,  tbe  price  wilt  not  be  increased 
equal  to  the  impost,  and  the  foreign  manufacturer 
will  find  his  [wofits  diminish  to  nearly  tbe  amount 
of  tbe  increase  of  the  imposL  Hemust,theiefote, 
if  he  CBS,  remunerate  himsdf  for  this  loss  by  a  de- 
pression of  the  raw  material ;  as  his  capital  and 
the  nature  of  his  fabrics  will  enable  him  to  keep 
them  for  a  good  muket,  and  the  jdanterwill  be 
driven  to  tbe  necessity  of  a  speedy  sale,  a  de[ve»- 
sion  of  the  price  of  raw  cotton  will  be  experienced, 
which  the  home  demand  will  not,  for  years,  corn- 
psDsate.  Tbe  result  will  probably  be,  that  the 
price  of  the  foreign  fabric  will  be  augmented,  and 
that  of  the  raw  cotton  diminished,  and  that  the 
impost  will  be  divided  between  tbe  cotton  planto 
and  the  American  consnner  of  ike  manufactured 

^it,  exclmle  entirely  or  partially  ^e  foreign 
fiitoie,  by  exeewve  duties,  uid  yon  tnevitsUy  en- 
oonrage  smsg^ing.  Make  yov  laws  as  yon  will, 
they  will  be  violated  in  propcviion  to  the  tempta- 
tion. The  severity  of  punishment  diminishes  the 
probability  of  conviction,  and  men  will  be  lef^  to 
calculate  between  probabilities  of  deteetion  and 
gain.  Although  it  woidd  be  paying  a  pom'  com- 
pliment to  the  morality  of  the  people  to  extend 
this  observation  to  crimes  of  a  malignant  oast,  yet, 
as  it  reoards  evading  revenue  laws,  expmence 
proves  tnat  the  remark  is  jusL  It  is  not  from  a 
relaxation  of  morals  in  merchants  that  this  is  the 
case.  Meichants  are  like  other  men,  and  subject 
to  like  temptations.  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania (Mr.  BiLcnriN)  and  the  Speaker  might 
tuve  dispensed  with  their  sarcasms  on  this  c&lss 
of  men.  Was  it  libaal  to  throw  tbe  odium  of  the 
proceedings  of  Castine,  the  Eeaex  Junto,  and  Hart- 
lord  Convention,  upou  the  whole  body  of  tke  mer- 
chants 1  Sir,  it  is  with  mortificatiGai  that  I  am 
con^>elled  to  admit  soaaa  disgraoefal  transaetisBS 
in  my  section  of  tbe  conniry;  but  I  Inst  that  such 
traaaactions  ace  by  no  means  limited  by  geognivhi* 
cal  lines.  And  it  is  scaredy  prndent  for  mentlen 
ci  the  sama  Guoily  to  engage  in  speakina  of  each 
other  dishoacnble  tmths.  It  may  aflbrd  aiiniB6> 
mem  to  their  nei^bora,  who  iroidd  bar  tlie  tnu- 
tnal  charges  with  a  inuignant  satisfaction,  bat  it 
will  depredate  the  icpntation,  and  impcir  the  har- 
mony of  tbe  Guily.  I  miglit  pMsiUy  indulge  in 
a  few  reOtta  to  put  geailanen  on  tbor  cuard. 
No  portion  of  the  cotmtry  is  without  its  faults. 
8vea  Pennsylvania,  th«  land  of  Penn,  of  Frank- 
lin, and  thechainnan  of  die  Mannfbcturiog  Cam- 
miltee.  Pamsylrania,  proverbial  fbr  bei  simpli- 
city and  unvarnished  morality,  has  some  stann 
upcn  her  mantle.  If  I  do  not  very  much  nisi*- 
coUeot,  someAii^  of  an  insurgent  spirit  wasonee 
exhilHted,  tiot  far  from  the  dittrici  represeBied  by 
the  chairman.  Whether  whiskey,  or  the  want  o! 
it,  was  the  cause,  I  doo't  raneinher,  bat  it  has 
twoally  been  termed  the  Whiskejr  Insarreeiion. 
Anatlwt  caae,  much  later,  of  a  spirit  of  appoBiia- 
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NtD^ber  the  partkulan,  but  it  4«lated  to  a  UBited 
Staiea  jud^eut,  and  a  certajn  Gener^  Brigiit 
had  somelning  to  do  with  ii.  It,  howcTeT,  Tras 
■St  coiuidered  at  a  very  briffkt  afikir.  And  even 
tb*  Speaker,  had  he  looked,  at  home,  might  have 
fiwnd  instances  of  a  likecbar&cler,  without  caaling 
B.  anew  ti  the  norlheael.    I  tniEt  he  lias  not  &a- 

idttioii.  and  the  ii 

stake 


ik  tu  piosccutioD.  Our 
freahea  on  thsaubjecE  at  thii  very  Mssiim.  I  wiU 
■ot  proceed  fiftther.  Theae  aie  facaily  faults, 
Irkkn  should  not  be  mentioued  ahroMl.  They 
an  only  hinted  at  here  to  renund  MBllemai  o£ 
the  old  i»overb— "Lrt  those  who  lire  in  gjua 
houses  take  care  how  Ihey  cast  stones  at  their 
MUhbon'  windows." 

But  I  aa  little  agree  wilh  mv  coUcapie  (Ur. 
WBiman)  in  his  eulogy,  as  with  the  cHfier  gtn- 
tkmaa  in  their  eenaure  oi  the  mcf  ohants.  I  was 
Dot  a  Utile  soipriMd  to  har  his  aseristioB  of  ihfl 
pkysent  of  three  or  four  hundred  Billioiis  to  iha 

There  is  no  ptinciple  better  aettled  tm  undentood 
than  that,  with  few  exceptions,  the  impost  tails  on 
the  coDMmtt.  The  mnchaotB  pay  it  Bometiatcs 
in  adranee;  bat,  generally,  after  collection  Stem 
ibeiT  oDstomera ;  uev  hare  no  more  mecit  for  the 
Bayment  than  the  CDUector  who  tcanamits  it  to  the 
Treuarv.  The  fbrmei,  like  the  latter,  becomes 
responsible  for  the  lax,  and  it  is  mnch  to  their 
cndit  that  they  bare  roponded  with  great  pnno- 
tualily,  and  that  the  Qovemment  has  hitherto  lost 
b«t  forty-fire  cents  in  the  hnndred  doUan  by  their 
fiulnres.  I  wish  I  could  say,  that,  after  the  money 
reaches  the  Treasury,  ii  is  converted  to  its  proper 
pupotes  with  no  greaiei  dilapidatioiis.  MercoBniB, 
■s  well  as  others,  will  crade  the  laws,  whui 
pmmpMd  by  strong  temptations.  Such  is  man. 
"Lead  as  not  into  temptation,"  is  an  invocation 
prescribed  by  one  who  well  knew  the  &ailty  and 
aepmvi:y  of  the  human  heart.  It  is  even  doubtful 
whether  our  best  and  firmest  men  wonld  wish  a 
trial  of  their  virtue  against  some  temptations. 
There  are  amailable  points  in  erery  human  fortress. 

The  dcfrarity  and  misery  which  follow  a  hahit 
Iff  smomling,  tura  better  perceived  than  described. 
U'  the  Coogtees  of  the  United  Sutes  hare  no 
pown,  hut  Inr  indiridDal  example,  to  inculcate 
littat,  they  shotdd  at  least  take  care  how  ihey  in- 
dnlge  ia  I^idation  which  shall  nuoiuage  vice. 
Bmct  laws  which  public  aeniimeDt  shall  resist,  oi 
citpidily  evade ;  let  sndi  evaaioD  become  familiar, 
aad  deleetion  and  punishment  rare ;  let  habit 
eaaSnn  what  interest  and  inclinatioii  su^rK^sted, 
and  it  becomes  at  once  an  example  and  a  signal  to 
despise  all  legal  restraints,  and  hold  in  contempt 
the  antboritjr  from  whence  they  emanated. 

But  this  is  not  all }  soragfrnog,  to  a  degree  af- 
fecting the  market,  destroys  alt  benefit  inlraodedfoi 
tlie  manufactuier,  and  throwi  the  impost  off  the 
enuaoKr  upon  the  machant  The  smuggler  can 
tuadersell  hun,  and  deprire  him  of  the  power  to 
enhance  his  goods  to  the  amount  of  the  impost 
^be  foieign  goods  being  low  in  (he  market,  die 
■amiiactunr  nas  &ilad  ofhiaobjeoL 


When  the  ptoteeting  duty  is  sDcceaafbUy  taid* 
it  falls  on  the  conaumer.  Lt  ought,  therefore,  la  be 
owrde  Id  bear  as  eqtttUy  as  possible;  to  icauk 
lightly  on  the  necessariee  of  life ;  and  by  no  maavB 
to  impair  the  national  defence.  What,  then,  is  tfaa 
character  of  your  increase  upon  coSee,  iron,  sogan, 
molasaes,  and  salt  1  These,  sir,  are  become  neces- 
saries of  life,  uid  for  the  last  year  the  rerenucfron 
them  amounted  to  four  millioDs.  You  propose  ta 
iocieaae  than  on  sufrai,  coffee,  and  sheet-iren,  ea*- 
fifth ;  salt,  one-fourth  ;  rolled  iroo,  one-thtrd  ;  W 
and  bcAt,  two-thirds ;  and  molasses  and  casliimr 
dooUe.  Is  this  equal  1  Iron  is  a  necessary  ot 
life,  and  in  a  decree  a  raw  maiefial.  A  tax  oB 
this  is  borne  by  every  farmer  in  the  Atiaatiie  Ektrtea. 
Not  a  nail  driven  into  the  shoe  of  his  hors^  but  ia 
cBoambered  with  the  impost  It  is  also  a  tax  U 
manabctmers  of  hardware  genenlly.  Why  is  it 
neeessary  ?  The  eiqaeooe  of  mnnufaeturing  a  toK 
of  hai  iron,  including  a  &ir  mannftctnrioff  pt^ 
and  excluding  the  stock  of  which  it  is  made,  la  not 
fifty  doUan.  Add  the  stock,  and  yon  would  not 
bri^  it  above  ninety.  Yet  these  mannfacturan 
ask  a  duty  of  twenty-five,  equal  to  one-half  tha 
making  and  profits,  and  to  more  thaa  otte-fbnttfa 
of  the  value.  When  the  tariff  was  modified,  two 
years  aso,  the  manutacturers  were  satisfied  with 
fifteen  dollar^  and  ther  now  ask  an  addition  cf 
two-thirds  of  that.  When  will  they  be  satisted  1 
They  will  never  cease  to  ask  so  long  as  yon  wiU 


granL 

Sugar  and  molasses  are  mana&ctiired  in  btt 
small  quantities  in  the  United  States,  in  proportioK 
to  the  consumption ;  the  land  is  cheap,  and  the 
planters  need  not  the  existing  duties  to  insure  them 
profits,  and  even  fonuoes.  The  peopleof  the  East 
have  a  large  trade  with  the  West  Indies.  Out 
provisions  and  Inrabet  are  exchanged  there,  fmuT 
eipally  for  these  articles.  ThemcuassesisdistiUed 
into  rum;  and  this  business,  hitherto  carried  on  to 
considerable  extent,  can  scarcely  survive  du  Or 
■sting  duty.  Thb  must  be  abandoned — and  yoa 
destroy  the  West  India  trade,  and  drive  ua  itaai 
the  PloridaCapes  andnp  the  Mississippi,  avoyagt 
equal  to  one  across  the  Atlantic,  to  purchase  dtM) 
articles,  without  the  means  of  paymc  for  dloo. 
And  for  what  purpose?  Todimmishuie  qnantilf 
of  spirits  distilled  from  molases,  and  Uieseby^givs 
a  bounty  on  the  whiskey  of  the  WesL 

But  the  most  oittiHgeooB  tax  is  that  on  salt~a 
necessary  of  life,  whioh  the  poor  man  nmat  xme, 
even  more  than  the  rich.  The  existing  impost  is 
forty  per  cent,  unon  the  valve,  and  this  mnat  ha 
incrt^sed  one-fifth  more. 

But  this  b  not  all.    Your  fisheries  aie  im 


to  theprosperity  and  safety  of  the  natioii-  Why 
does  Greal  Britain  gire  sneliaD  enonnoustimnage 
bounty  on  her  fishing  vessels  1  It  is  the  aunaw 
of  her  stamen,  whence  iut  nav^  is  sopftUad.  Suoh 
has  been  the  effect  of  this  bouatyinTtars  of  aeareitr, 
Aat  it  has  cost  the  nation  one  wndi«d  pounaa  ■ 
steeliag  for  every  barrel  of  flsb.  Thebonnty  whU 
yaa  have  given,  is  only  intended  as  a  tewbaokof 
the  duty  on  salt.  II  has  n<rt,  hitherto,  proaed  aa 
equivalent,  and  the  balance  is  tistnUy  against  ihe 
fliliiif  Mil     This  adilition  &lls  upon  them  wttftoat 
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anequivBtentj  and  this  tax  falls  almostezclusirelf 
on  the  Atlantic  Stntes,  and  two-thirds  at  least  <m 
New  England.  New  York  derives  a  revenne 
ftom  her  salt  works,  and  they  are  rented  upon  a 
conditJon  that  the  manufacturers  shall  lell  at  a 
stipulated  price.  The  Weat  will  never  feel  thb 
tax.  The  Speaker  may  tell  me,  if  he  pleases,  of 
foreign  tolt  at  LouisTille,  Very  well.  Coata  also 
hare  been  sent  to  Newcastle,  and  British  manu- 
ftctures  exported  from  (he  United  States  to  Eng- 
land, and  sold  at  a  profit  But  the»e  are  extra- 
ordinary cases,  and  prove  nothine.  I  ask  the 
S[>eaker,or  any  gen tlemac  from  the  West,  whether 
it  is  not  a  settled  and  unirersal  opinion  tuere,thal 
they  shall  make  their  own  salt?  These .foor  mil- 
lions, ^id  upon  these  necessary  articles  of  con- 
atmiption,  bll  almost  entirely  on  the  Atlantic 
States,  and  yet  they  most  be  increased.    Sir,  let 

rtlemen  smile  at  onr  molasses  and  codfish,  but 
them  not  smile  at  our  e]^teDse.  There  is  an 
ineqaalily  and  bjustice  in  this,  that  is  intolerable. 
Molaascsdoubled,  and  playing  cards  increased  one- 
HXth  only  I  Sir,  I  do^not  luiow  but  these  are  a 
Decestary  of  life.  They  are  probably  an  article  of 
considerable  consumption  in  the  West,  for  whose 
benefit  the  tariff  seems  well  calculated.  Tax  the 
bar  iron  :  they  will  make  enongh  of  their  own ;  tax 
molasses,  and,  consequently,  the  spirits  distilled 
from  it :  they  prefer  wnidcey ;  tax  the  salt,  and,  of 
coarse,  the  codfish:  they  prefer  catfish.  Tnus,you 
perceive,  the  gentlemen  neyond  the  mountains  are 
very  willing  to  impose  burdens,  from  which  they 
and  their  constituents  are  wholly  exempt. 

Bat  this  is  defended  as  a  countervailing  system. 
Whathas  hitherto  been  the  success  of  your  coercion 
on  other  nations  7  Your  bill  regulating  the  West 
India  trade— what  has  been  its  effect?  I  do  not 
i^oice,  nay,  1  regret,  that  my  predictions  of  its 
■ticcea  have  all  been  verified.  I  would  not  have 
bwnu — bntlwould  now  go  on.  Itwould  bemor- 
ti^ing,  indeed,  la  retract  a  system  of  coercion 
which,  but  two  years  since,  was  adopted  with  so 
much  deliberation  and  unanimity.  When  the 
Speaker  cites  this  case  as  an  instance  of  the  pro- 
pneW  of  r^olaiions,  and  of  the  inconsistency  of 
gentlemen  who  oppose  the  tariff,  he  neither  has 
me,  not  proves  his  case.  I  opposed  the  measure, 
and  the  hopes  of  its  advocates  have  been  hitherto 
disappointed. 

But  what  part  of  your  tariff  is  to  operate  as  a 
coimtervailiiw  system  %  Ten  per  cent  on  articles 
imported  in  ioreign  vessels  is  a  distinct  afiair,  and 
kas  no  connexion  with  the  princiFdes  of  your  tariff. 
It  resembles  a  tonnage  duty,  which  the  Speaker 
consideis  so  brorable  to  commerce.  It  is  the  first 
lime,  I  confess,  I  ever  beard  that  a  discriminating 
tonnage  duty  facilitated  commerce.  This  is  a  tax 
on  carrying,  which  inevitably  diminishes  the  value 
of  the  article  carried.  It  hdps  the  carrier,  unless 
it  is  met  by  o^er  nations  with  a  similar  discrimi- 
■  nation ;  in  which  ease,  the  carrier  loses  one  way 
what  begains  the  other.  The  whole  export  and 
import  trule  is  burdened,  and  the  tax  falls  on  the 
Bannfacturer,  grower,  consumer,  or  merchant, 
«lher  or  all,  according  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
narkMs.    It  may  be  m  &Tor  of  the  shipping  in- 


terest, but  erery  facility  of  transportation  must  be 
beneficial  Vd  commerce,  which  consists  wholly  in 
a  system  of  exchange. 

But  how  is  this  to  affect  your  rerenue  1  Upon 
the  articles  of  first  necessity,  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred, there  will  probably  t>e  an  increase,  after 
deducting  for  the  diminution  of  the  consumption. 
This  Q4,000,000  might  probably  be  increased  to 
94,650,000.  Upon  teas,  spirits,  wines,  and  duc)^ 
which  produced  95,000,000  last  year,  there  is  no 
material  addition.  Your  first  class,  which  yoo 
propose  to  raise  from  7^  to  12^  per  cent.,  and  which 
yielded  917di076  97,  consisting  of  jewelry  and 
other  a'rtieles  of  Urge  value,  in  proportion  to  their 
bulk,  will  be  easily  smuggled,  and  will  fnroish  no 
addition. 

The  same  remarks  will  apply  to  your  second 
class,  inclnding  silks  and  other  valuable  articles, 
which  you  propose  to  raise  from  15  to  30  per  cent, 
which  afforded  $2,916,828  75 ;  and  the  third  class, 
including  hardware,  wliich  produced  $1,916,900 
20,  and  which  you  propose  (o  raie  from  20  to  SS 
per  cent.  The  quantity  regularly  imported  will 
oe  much  diminished  by  a  diminution  of  consump- 
tion and  illicit  Importations,  and,  instead  of  a  ma- 
terial increase  of  revalue  on  these,  1  should  not  be 
disappointed  if  there  should  be  a  falliag  off.  Cer- 
tain specified  ajiiclea,  such  as  ale,  raisins,  and  red 
and  white  lead,  had  increased  one-tbird.  and  cocoa 
one-half,  and  all  of  which  last  yea.r  yielded  8220,- 
129  77,  might  aflbrd  you  an  increase  of  950,000. 
The  other  specified  articles  yield  but  a  trifle,  and 
at  best  would  produce  a  petty  sum.  Doubling  the 
daty  on  raw  cotton  will  opraale,  as  was  prom.Uy 
intended,  as  a  total  prohibition,  which  diminishea 
your  revenue  8126,562  26.  The  fourth  class,  in- 
cluding woollens,  eottonis  and  linens,  and  which 
you  propose  to  increase  from  25  to  33  per  cent, 
with  the  regulations  in  regard  to  the  minimum 
price^  will  create  a  serious  depression.  The  arti- 
cles mcluded  in  this  class  yielded  you,  (he  last 
year,  $6,201,049.  The  immense  duty  on  all,  espe- 
cially the  coarse  cottons  and  linens,  by  fixing  the 
minimum  price  so  high,  will,  1  am  pretty  sure,  di- 
minish your  revenue  to  the  tune  of  more  than  two 
millions  annually.  Your  tariff,  then,  as  it  is,  takes 
annually  from  your  Treasary  two  millions.  A 
considerable  diminution  seems  to  be  expected  by 
the  chairman  of  the  Manufacturing  (JommitCee 
and  the  Speaker )  and  we  are  told  that  the  impost 
must  be  abandoned  as  a  tfttoi  system !  A  system 
that  has  carried  the  nation  through  prosnericy  and 
adversity,  through  peace  and  waT,andundemlueb, 
for  thirty  years,  our  {Mpulation  and  wealth  have 
increased  beyond  example,  must  be  abandoned  as 
rotten,  and  we  are  to  be  set  afloat  on  the  sea  of  ex- 
periment and  speculation. 

But,  sir,  who  nave  nude  the  impost  insufficient? 
Why  dues  it  fail  this  year  to  satisfy  the  public  ex- 
igencies'? Because  it  is  regulated  more  with  a 
view  to  the  protection  of  manufactures  than  to  the 
protection  of^  revenue.  With  reasonable  and  ^^- 
tual  protection  to  manufactures,  iheievenne  would 
even  now  be  ample.  But  yon  embarrass  com- 
merce, and  discourage  aniculture,  to  pacify  the 
manufactnreia ;  you  mutilate  and  break  dowa  the 


^yCoOi-^IC 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


2090 


APRfL,  leao. 


Snirion  of  On  Tarif. 


H.  opR. 


■TBteni,  and  then  condann  it  aa  lotten.  Yon  tan- 
talize and  Dpbrttid  it  for  wounds  which  you  your- 
jelves  have  laflicted.  You  put  the  poisonous  cup 
to  its  lips ;  yea  eompd  tbe  draught ;  its  deleterious 
influFiice  panlyza  and  proitniies  its  cooEtitntion, 
and  theu,  with  a  malignant  sneer,  you  deleit  the 
object  for  imperfect  LOUS  aod  im^^itiea  which  you 
hare  aommnnicated. 

Bui  upon  what  hypothesis  is  your  impost  to  de- 
|)reciH.te  1  HaTe  gentlemen  faAen  into  the  opin- 
ion, 80  fondly  enteitained,  that  Europe  is  settled 
down  in  per)Mtual  peace  1  And  what  is  tiie  foun- 
dation of  tbis  opinion?  Whatever  may  be  our 
wishes,  howeTerstrongonr  hopes,  surely  experience 
is  opposed  to  the  prospectof  lasting  tranquillity.  If 
war  IS  not  the  aatutal  state  of  men^  most  certainly 
it  is  the  usual  condition  of  the  nations  of  Europe. 
Look  back  upon  them  two  ceninries,  and,  dnrtng 
the  whole  period  vou  will  not  find  forty  years  of 
general  peace.  Tneir  relatiTC  positions  and  polit- 
ical condition  are  sourcee  of  almost  perpetual  wars. 
The  balance  of  power,  which  they  are  always 
fighting  for  and  never  obtain,  was  never  in  greater 
ieoparoy  than  at  present.  Uneasy,  restless,  ferer- 
lab  symptORUi  are  makiog  their  appearance.  The 
legitimates  ate  trembling,  and  the  people  begin- 
ning  to  think  of  their  rignts.  Europe  appears  on 
the  eve  of  it  convulsion,  terrible,  1  fear,  in  its  ope- 
rations, but  ti^ppj,  I  trust,  in  its  result.    If  it  were 

r  duty  to  wisn  that  the  present  condition  of 


erils  of  a  revolution,  still  we  ask,  what  is  the  jaoo' 
pect  1  Look  at  Spain,  look  at  the  events  in 
France,  and  tbe  symptoms  in  Germany,  amd  then 
calculate  on  proubuities.  The  scenes  we  are  to 
witness,  however  distressing^  will  give  an  activity 
to  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and,  like 
those  which  are  past,  increase  our  strength,  and 
improve  our  prosperity.  Those  who  calculate 
therefore  on  commerce  and  revenue  from  a  long 
and  general  peace,  are  contradicted  bv  evidence 
and  experience.  Pursue,  then,  your  old  system ; 
look  at  the  future  through  the  medium  of  the  past ; 
be  guided  by  the  compass  of  experience,  and  you 

But,  should  we  embark  in  this  new  speculatioii, 
Tenture  upon  this  untried  experiment,  and,  calcu- 
lating that  each  nation,  in  perfect  peace,  is  to  re- 
pose upon  its  own  resources,  adopt  this  Chinese 
policy,  what  are  to  be  yoni  ulterior  measures? 
Create  a  motive,  force  a  necessity,  and  sailors,  and 
merchants,  and  farmers,  must  become  manofac- 
nners,  or  quit  their  country.  Pass  this  bill,  and  it 
is  tlie  vModing-sheet  of  your  navy.  The  flas  of 
Tour  country,  the  star-spangled  banner,  which 
nat  so  often  waved  in  briumpn  over  your 
and  secured  to  your  nation  such  tasting 
must  be  furled,  stowed  away  in  some  ^rret,  with 
worms  and  cobwebs,  and  your  glory  is  to  be  con- 
■ianed  to  forgetfiilness. 

I  ask  again,  what  are  your  ulterior  measures'? 
Abandon  your  rotten  system,  and  what  is  your 
nhstituteJ  Follow  up  your  measures,  and,  while 
providing  to  drain  the  Treasury,  give  us,  at  tbe 
Jame  time,  your  means  to  replenish  it, 


Will  y 


E  the  manufacturers  to  aid  n 


facturesl,  They  ^11  scarcely  thank  you  for  the 
aid.  To  take  from  a  man  as  much  as  yon  bestow, 
confers  on  him  no  favor.  If  the  manufactucfirs 
cannot  exist  without  protection,  they  surely  can- 
not endure  a  tax  equivalent  to  tbe  protection  re- 
quited. But  postpone  this  tax.  say  tney,  until  we 
have  commenced,  and  are  in  tne  full  tide  of  suc- 
cessful experiment,  and  we  shall  then  be  able,  and 
as  soon  as  we  are  able,  we  shall  be  willing  to  re- 
(fuite  the  favor.  Wait,  borrow  some  twenty  mil- 
lions to  replace  the  bounties  which  yon  f&f  to 
manufacturers ;  do  this  in  a  time,  too,  when  they 
have  great  facilities  in  the  cheapness  of  labor,  pro- 
visions, and  slock:  and,  when  the  price  of  these 
articles  shall  double,  as  they  probably  will,  what 
then  will  be  their  language  aDoutlaiesI  Npt  onlj 
forbear  your  tax,  but  give  us  more  aid.  We  ex- 
pect that  that  which  yon  have  furnished  will  be 
augmented  to  keep  pace  with  the  au^entatioo  in 
theprice  of  oui  articles  of  consumption. 

Tne  result  Is,  that  the  deficiency  must  be  sup- 
plied by  a  direct  tax.  It  is  inevitable.  Whoevn 
votes  for  this  bill  creates  a  necessity  for  a  land 
tax.  I  sdemnly  declare  that  I  never  will  agree  to 
tax  the  land  to  support  manufactures.  We  have 
heard  much  of  the  equivalent  given  us  in  the 
Constitution  for  slave  representation.  Otu  zealoua 
advocates  of  restriction  from  the  North  insisted 
that  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  expected  that 
~ ''  be  compensated  in  direct  taxes  for 


stave  representation,  apportioned 
ciple.    I  '■' 


a  the  I 


tneu  expect  the  equivalent  waa 
For  myself,  and  the  people  I 
represent,  I  do  not  feel  much  gratitude  for  the 
favor.  No,  sir,  I  repeat  it,  so  long  as  I  have  the 
power  I  wiLi  continue  to  protest  against  a  land  tax 
to  support  manufactures. 
Bu^  air,  are  yon  sure  the  forcing  system  will  not 

?ove  injurious  to  the  manufacturers  themselves? 
on  attempt  too  much ;  expectation  fails,  end  a 
reaction  is  produced.  Beginwhen  they  leastneed 
it,  and  witJihotd  your  hand  when  the  necessitT 
presses,  and  the  expectations  which  ^ou  haveraised 
will  end  in  disappointment  and  rum. 

For  twenty  years  past  your  manufacturing  in- 
dustry has  flouriahed  and  improved  more  than  tbe 
other  branches.  I  might  again  recur  to  the  de- 
pression of  commerce  and  agriculture,  and  u^e^ 
m  detail,  their  wants  and  dbtressesj  but  the  pres- 
sure is  known  and  felt.  The  burdens  on  these  are 
already  intolerable.  Manufacturing  establishments 
are  making  a  progress  sufficiently  rapid.  Within 
twenty  years  at  least  one  hundred  manufacturing 
companies  have  been  incorporated  vrithin  the  sin- 
gle State  of  Massachusetts ;  many  of  these  witk 
large  capitals  j  and  those  which  have  been  man- 
aged prudently  have  succeeded.  I  hope  never  to 
witness  the  period  yrbea  our  manufacturers  ^all 
hold  the  pre-eminence.  Let  the  industry  of  the 
people  follow  its  own  channel,  and  all  will  be 
well.  To  transfer  the  people  from  one  emplof- 
ment  to  another  is  an  unnatural  process  ^  its  suc- 
cess in  this  country  very  doubtful,  and  its  tcautt 
will  be  unfortunate,  if  not  ruinous.  Would  joa 
,  perpetuate  your  liberties,  then  encourage  and  in- 
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Snitiott  cf  At  TM/. 


__  e  Att  eduestun  and  industry  which  wilt 
MC«ainiliali  tke  otgecL  What  is  the  effect  of  l>rge 
amndboturmg  eatabUslMiunts  7  Iptotaace,  £te~ 
lion,  *ai  d^rsTity.  The  Speaker  has  ^Tcn  lu 
1  of  ihe  diMinliae  and  e<laauan  is  a 


Ram  bia  enlag:y,  I  tlioald  vxpeti  that 
ha  willing  to  lead  m  davgliMr  there  for  a  pcAilK 
'  «tioo.  If  owes  coBtiftnr  (o  ihii  do  octmr,  lie 
IB  4hat  k  ia  «n  abue  of  tte  s^tlen.  Bit,  tkme 
ittftOM  afe  creatoiea  of  &  vivid  inBginaeiai. 

j  I  that  geotleBUi')  magic  tongue,  I  woold 

■ire  fOB  a  pioiure  of  the  mentity  ofgmt  nana- 
fictunog  catsbltdnnCBtB.  "To  rear  the  ten^R 
thongtn,  to  teadi  the  yanng  idea  how  to  iboot," 
tQ  inslu  into  Ae  mmdt  of  our  ^mth  tke  princi- 
riet  affte^nand  theyteeepti  of  Tittue«nd  ib~ 
%ion,  in  a  cotton  fiKtotj,  a  fatBace,  or  a  gtaw 
voka !  hi  that  religicn  which  is  inculcated  fay 
■uftrtBg  leftor  yon  mi^t  iscceed,  for  yow  pnpu 
would  alway*  have  a  pictim  of  the  infeEUBl  tb- 
gioBS  before  ntm. 

Tbis  is  to  be  tbe  fatute  policy  of  the  Weal— 
the  Weit,  whioh  fccKnti  ttiilimiled  dennnd*  for 
•gittadnitvl  indwtiy,  noM  be  oonFerted  into  a 
raat  workshop  I  IiniiienM  Iractc  of  unenUrtUed 
knd  eall  for  tbe  kbor  of  the  tanner.  FloEidr  '- 
to  be  out,  if  we  obdjM  it;  BBdTeut,«e 
told,  ia  one  Already.  TbelutiadeBribedbrAe 
SpeafctTM  «o  deligbdol,  tbat,  in  onn|Mtison,  HI- 
Wh't  desciiption  of  Pandiae  ii  &iDt,  wedi,  and 


■pli^ly,  TigoTOiu,  and  elegant,  and  minds  free 
akd  daXic  a*  tibe  «ir  they  breathe,  are  to  be  caged 
tad  cooped  up  in  a  dimnal  dui^esn.  Our  eons 
and  daughters,  who  are  to  become  the  fathers  and 
mothns  of  a  free  and  sorereign  people, 


ami  perfect  Bchool.  Von  take  Ae  cbiU,  snathe 
•■d  bandage  tfae  mind  to  direct  all  its  entcgieB  to 
A«  important  olijeat  of  a  pin's  point  or  a  needle's 
oye;  yaa  beat  and  distort  the  body,  and  ctoib 
down  its  energies^  yon  *Bl>iect  it  to  me  disdptine 
and  mecbanim  dureetion  ctf  a  mercenary  master : 
Md  tUs  is  to  be  the  drfenda  of  your  country  ua 
itt  ItberticB,  and  tbe  pamnt  of  a  ntoe  of  freemen. 
Look  at  the  ramnftcturing  eKidiUBbmeQts  of  &n- 
n^;  aae  tfae  .poor  wretcbct  tbne,  doomed  t»pa- 
pirtttal  fBiprisonmoit,  intuling  a  fmlid  atmoipltere, 


With  a  body  pal^  ha{|gaid,  and  ^hacdy,  cootain- 
iig  a.  mind  eqaally  onppted  and  depraTed.    '"' 


Wit- 


B«H  tbe  dittreu  and  miMty  whicb  6ua  system 
mails,  asd  the  bctim  md  Baasons  it  engenders, 
and  aiy,  is  it  very  coDsiBteat  with  onr  &ee  Gor- 
Auncnlto  copy  it? 

TbatmiHis  iocliBcd  to  evil  as  tfae  spniks  are 
to  weend,  ^ai  bis  bean  is  deceilfid  above  aH 
lUnn,  and  despemtdy  wicked,  it  annreBt,  with- 
o>t  tte  aaiiumty  of  revdaiioD.  Rnry  day's  ei- 
paricBce  proves  the  melBiKbDly  tnnh.  Some  Ib- 
vorite  pateiott,  aome  lore  of  pcnrar,  at  wealth,  of 
ntendoi^  of  bate,  or  tome  otfaer  love,  operate  u 
•ehiiions,  and  act  as  mcBt  to  hire  as  upon  die 
Soylla  or  Oharybdis,  while  we  are  narvigating  the 


dangerous  channel  of  bnnmn  life.  Shall  we  idlraet 
thepciqileintotbepa^Trf Tiee7  LetmanbepDar, 
■gBorant,  and  cailaved,  he  ha*  yvt  ««e  cmsebtian 
while  be  is  ioBoeeat.  Letthe  ttotBiaofadrtniiy 
amaSbim.  toan^froving  eoBaDirsDeebeEm'ie- 
■be,  as  B  BBield  fnmt  tbe  etonn,  and  «  eoeot  fam 
tbe  tempest  An  awful  re^onaihttity,  HiscAm, 
rests  upon  a  Iiegislalnre  whieb  direelt  a  ttaliaB's 
indnttiy  to  thoK  pnranitt  wbidi  tnd  to  vice. 

Sir,  foUow  BBtore,  smi  ytnv  way  it  clear.  Bat 
tkB  deaen  of  the  Oreator  teams  to  be  ttw^c^ 
perrcrted.  When  he  was^oceedbgai  htiwath, 
Bad  bad  proBoancod  it  Toy  gewd,  £e  Memtd  te 
regret  that  tooMlbinc  was  wanting.  Net  tbot 
.fhem  were  no  ■uBamotnring  'etmbti^bmenla  to 
fetter  and  cfaaia  tbemiad;  not  that  ibere  were  ao 
ntmhaatB  to  cscfaaoge  luzwim  and  diffiue  pOBD*; 
not  that  (here  was  ao  waitinr  to  ^riave  aim  mu- 
-der  Ins  fdiow'man;  but  that  there  "was  a<it  a 
ms  to  till  tbe  ground."  And  he  took  bim  fmm 
the  dast,  that  liiii  iiiii^iii  iiiij^hl  jiiaiit  In  bin  lanflnp 
meBt,  aad  put  him  ia  tbe  garden  to  "Amis  iu" 
But  man  soca  levnhed;  and  it  iswmtby  of  t«- 
maik,  thfltt  the  Srti  systematic  rBbcUion  Mgiimt 

tktt  !.».  nFOt^mrm.  liy  .  ...MtJnMif^  ^f  MnWlftn 

Mkts  at  Babel,  and  that  hepBoisbed  tbev  folly  if 
eontending  tniir  lanmage.  Tbis  aetap  cf  Ua- 
tnry  tmcbe*  mueb.  nmn  that  poiod  to  the  d«e 
of  7<nr  tariff,  as  soon  as  they  utc  ac^oiied  dm 
power,  the  abiH^  to  eombioe,  die  mantdaMuiBR 
hare  Men  hiUdmg  toweet  to  orerloek  all  olhar 
bnncbtB  ot  indiuiry,  and  ovoxwe  every  gf/Ztm- 
Basnttbat didi>otB(diBeribetO'theiTdemBB£.  The 
mBBD&ekirmi  <jt  tbe  United  fitotei  axe  ynung,  and 
y«  imiacent,  and  it  is  iaqnetant  to  keep  Ib^  e*. 
GKve  tbem  the  sBme  powa  aad  tfae  tame  Mnq^ 
tioBB,  and  tbey  will  probably  pmeoe  th«  same 
coarse.  The  evil  amy  be  eatiet  peevBated  than 
corrected;  keep  the  three  great  branehBs  of  oatim- 
al  induitry  bdanced,  each  will  be  a  check  on  the 
oAcT,  and  all  will  be  safe  and  p 


sbieilv  domeattc,  wbiidk  your  laige  ei 
are  calailBted  to  injure  and  sBbverL  I  mean  that 
which  is  earned  com  every  ftnaer^  family.  Moot 
of  the  families  of  our  farmers  make  their  <nra 
dotbea  and  cloth  Aimilare.  This  is  seUom  done 
m  the  vicinities  of  Urge  fBctorie&.  The  antiee- 
ments  are  so  stnmg  to  eoogregate  there,  Aat  the 
&mily  is  deseited,  and  domestic  induvtiy  iibao- 
doned.  The  Speako's  roiy  buxom  c«mtry  giii, 
whom  he  so  (eelin^y  deMrifaed,  going  to  manut 
with  her  roll  of  liiMn  nnder  her  arm,  (although  be 
seemed  to  think  more  of  tbe  ffirl  than  -her  linen,) 
is  transferred  from  Iter  fathcr'snotHe  to  tbe  factory, 
in  wiicb  achool  abe  wodd  probably  soon  learn  'to 
ditpom  bcAb  of  her  bloom  and  bo  virtDe.  Al- 
dtiragh  I  am  friendly  lo  a  due  eBooutamtent  of 
laaauftcnBeB.  I  oanaot  bentale  to  Maeve  that 
these  estaUi^unenlB  have  a  teneible  eflect  to  in- 
patr  tbe  species  of  industry  of  which  I  have  bami 
speaking.  I  intended  to  have  given  a«faer  views 
(aibesubjeetiliBt  timeis  pceeiouB,  ■  '  "'*  ~ 
thicken  as  we  piooeed.  Weteemt«  . 
a  f  aat  ami  pBstitratial  desert.  No  gmtie  hrene, 
refreshing  shade,  or  ending  etreai,  to  cheer,  aot 
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MBp  maon,  or  du,  to  pn^  u  m  mu  way.  Bni 
■U  M  dukj  dmiy,  ud  dnnul,  m  the  valler  of  the 
tikaAaw  at  itMh.  1  iiope  and  tniu  we  aluU  patue 
laton  we  ltawr4  »m  eapnuneit  ao  fiangbt  wilh 
dittoidliw  and  duwen. 

Wbtn  Hr.  H.  fiad  concladcd,  the  Commiltee 
tOB^ABd  TopetteA  Ae  bill  to  te  Hotiae. 

mt.  HAMBm  moved  to  pottpoBe  the  bill  i»defi- 
autclr,  Bad  the  Hoiue  •4ianmed. 

Fkioat,  April  23. 

Hr.  tiKwnm,  itaai  ike  CananitUeotCoiamtnt, 

to  which  was  n&ned  the  lull  fiom  the  Senate, 

cntilled  "An  mi  graotiag  oactain  ptivilMpaB  lo  the 

""        "'    mnhip  Con^woy  of  new  To^fc," 


&  mcMBge  &Qm  the  Seaate  inlbimed  li»  Hoaae 
iC  the  Senate  hare  paated  Utk  of  tUt  Hoiue  of 
Ibe  faUowug  titleB,  to  wti:  "An  act  for  the  hm- 
tAt  of  Chbilopker  UiUer ;"  and  "An  act  coaoczn- 
iar  the  banka  of  the  Dictiict  of  Ckdumhia,  and  for 
Olhar  patiwaci ;"  with  aa  ' 


r.  Aaoata,  of  Afaxflaadiaabnitted  the  foUov- 
Mg  aroaajmant  ^to  the  Tula  of  the  Hooae,  which 
Ikaon  theH^eoBeday  ofooone: 

"Bvetf  diicBMOB  an  uj  bdl,  mttiaa,  «r  Maolo- 
ti«B,<li*ll  l«f»jiiite  in  fl««  i»y  after  il  tlb»ll  hav*  wn- 

"  So  mairtu  >b»ll  ipaak  upon  an;  qncation  losftr 
than  an  boor  nt  one  tiua." 

Mr.  Bbtler,  of  New  Hampthite,  anbaoiited  the 
feUowing  resoliKion  for  eonBifleration : 

Saahed,  Thtl  the  ComniittM  of  MmnlaclBTM  bs 


in  the  negatiTe — ayes  66,  noes  66. 

The  en^ossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  QtaanK  Seilh 
SpcDce,  late  a  purser  in  the  Nary,  (allowing-  him 
cettam  discount,  paid  by  him  during  the  late  war, 
in  pasaine  off  Treamry  notes  received  from  Oot- 
enunent,)  was  read  the  third  time ;  and,  after  some 
debate  on  the  merits  of  the  bill,  in  which  Hr. 
HcCoT  opposed  and  Mr.  Litbhmore  adroeated 
its  passage.  The  bill  was  ^ssed — ayes  ST,  noes  S6 
~4nd  sent  to  the  Senate  lor  concurrence. 
REVISION  OF  THE  TARIFF. 

The  Eonae  then  took  np  the  hill  to  reg&late  the 
duliea  on  impcwb,  and  the  amcBdments  repotted 
tlwreto  by  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Houae. 

Mr.  HARDiN^a  motioa  to  poctpone  the  bill  iodef- 


Mr.  H.  roae  aad  ddiToed,  in  a  speedi  of  nearly 
two  hoars  in  length,  his  aratuneats  in  onpoaition 
to  the  bill. 

Mr.  UfdiUiE,  of  Delaware,  addressed  the  Chair 
aafcUom: 

Ur.' Speaker:  I  ani  too  aeaaible  of  ibeTalneof 
tine,  at  tki*  probracted  period  of  the  session,  to 
tiNk  the  patimce  of  the  Hoase  longer  than  may 


be  abaolutely  necessary  to  snbnut  the  viewa  I 
entertain  of  this  subject.  When  efforts  so  itA- 
ous,  urged  as  Ihey  are  both  by  the  force  of  indi- 
vidual character  and  best  laknls  of  the  House,  aie 
made  to  defeat  the  principal  object  of  this  tuU,  I 
owe  it  to  that  quarter  of  toe  eouatiy  whi^  I  m- 
tceent,  and  whioh  is  deeply  interested  in  the  rwH 
of  thia  question,  to  eontriJNtte  my  aid  in  behjUf  sf 
a  mmsure  which  I  believe  b  calculated  U>  miti- 
gale  the  national  distreas,  and  promote  the  natianl 
prospority. 

Besides  the  geaeral  principles  which  are  ia- 
Tolred  in  this  subject,  there  are  other  eonsidcM- 
tions,  to  which  I  will  beg  leave  first  lo  refer,  why 
this  motion  should  not  prevail. 


many  subjects,  and  pcesenls  a  combination  of 
olyects  which,  I  fear,  will  counteract,  in  the  ex- 
tent of  its  tange,  mmoc  of  the  benefits  desinied  t« 
be  afforded  to  that  pntion  of  the  uatjowJ  labor 
which  moat  imperiously  requires  to  be  cheriataed. 
But,  though  it  nay  be  m  some  toeasure  tcae,  tbtt 
the  tail  proposca  mora  than  the  state  of  the  eoua- 
iry  afaMot^y  requtDes,  the  preseat  motion  does 
not  propose  enough,  u  the  bill  is  too  krge,  aad 
calls  upon  us  to  do  too  mn^,  it  is  no  reason  why 
we  should  do  nothing.  It  is  our  duly  to  modi^ 
it,  and  adapt  il  to  the  waats  and  eendKtan  of  ite 

And,  though  it  be  true,  as  has  been  urged,  that 
.reareuownear  thecloseof  BMOtntctedsestMib 
we  should  remraober  that  it  has  been  characteriaed 
by  few  of  those  measures  to  which  the  anaioua 
eyes  of  the  nation  iiave  been  constantly  dtreeiei^ 
and  that  the  subject  now  before  us  is  one  neclher 
of  the  first  imsMesion,  nor  hastily  got  up.  It  has 
been  befbie  the  people  and  the  cotmoils  of  the 
country  for  many  yean,  and  fraeed  v^on  the  w- 
fleotion  of  the  least  conudente,  by  theprewuwof 
tbe  private  and  puUic  distress  which  this  bill  pto- 
poaes  to  reliere.  The  sutiject  underwent  a  £d 
iBTealigation  wh»  die  ezistiog  tariff  was  eatah- 
lished;  and  the  great  <nor  at  tnat  time  was,  that 
there  was  not  afiorded  a  degree  of  proteotipn  eoia- 
moMutate  with  the  evils.  The  inadequacy  of  the 
existing  tariff  has  been  fully  tested  by  past  apa- 
dence,  and  dirooghout  the  present  sessitm  our 
pMTen  have  been  invoked  to  stqmly  its  driaeH 
We  Jtave  already  expended  a  wcei  m  investiga'- 
the  details  of  this  bill,  which  will  be  wone 
loss  of  time  if  we  separate  without  coming 4« 
If  the  protectiiffi  arm  of  the  Govara- 
mcnt  is  to  be  extended  to  the  national  ld)or,  the 
pdioy  ahoold  be  aononneed  wiihoat  delay;  oihw- 
wiae  it  may  pvve  ineffectual  for  the  object.  Co»- 
aidctable  camtal  is  already  embarked  it 
Bg  eatabliBhiaienls,  amd  if  it  be  our 
cave  it  there,  and  to  ehettsh  its  emjriayment, 
indispensaUy  nccessarv  that  we  should  inspire 
the  capitaliats  with  oonfidencc  in  our  poli^,  to 
nevent  them  from  withdrawing  il,  or  lo  save  it 
boax  actoal  loss.  If  we  fail  to  do  so  now,  tbe 
temedy  may  be  adniinisiered  when  the  disease  has 
sank  below  its  ^caey.  A  d^ermination  to  foster 
this  pardcutar  employment  of  the  national  capital. 
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mayproTe  efiecia&l  n 

tariff,  when,  without  au>.i>  <.  ucu^uiui 

ht  impossible  hereaf^et  to  repair  the 


even  vith  an  iaadequate  ! 

determinatioD,  it  mar  ' 

■    -•         ■     which; 


misht  have  been  prevented  by  seasonable  aid. 

fam  willine  to  unite  with  gentlemen  in  paring 
down  this  bin  to  reasonable  limits,  provided  it 
diall  be  allowed  to  give  abandant  eocouragement 
to  the  principal  articles  of  public  necessity,  and 
wSbrd  ample  relief  to  iheezi|rencies  of  the  national 
tibot ;  but  I  will  take  it  as  it  is,  rather  than  get 
nothing.  It  is  our  duly  to  relieve  the  distress 
which  pervKdcs  the  conntry,  and  there  is  mQch 

Kter  danger,  in  m^  opinion,  that  we  shall  do 
than  more,  than 


1  bes  leave,  also,  to  divest  this  subject  of  the 
particiuar  character  with  which  it  has  been  in- 
geniously attempted  to  stamp  it.  To  associate  it 
with  sectional  inlereits  and  particular  classes,  is 
tteating  it  unfairly,  and  resembles  much  more  the 
indulgence  of  narrow  prejudices  than  the  pnrsuit 
of  aliberal  policy  for  national  pnrposes.  It  is  cal- 
«ulated  more  to  increase  a  commoti  evil  than  to 
promote  a  general  good,  or  to  conduct  us  to  an 
enlightened  decision.  The  object  is  pnrely  na- 
tional, embracing  the  best  interests  of  all  parts  of 
the  community.  It  is  to  promote  a  common  end. 
for  a  common  benefit;  to  cherish  the  national 
labor  and  capital  wherevei  tbey  may  he  found, 
sod  to  conduct  them  to  profitable  and  nationable 
results.  If  the  encouragement  of  that  portion  of 
oar  labor  which  can  be  employed  in  the  manu- 
ftetures  of  the  country,  will  not  do  this,  it  ought 
not  to  be  afforded.  I  claim  for  them  no  pariiculai 
kid  beyond  what  may  contribute  to  the  good  of 
the  whole  mass  of  our  national  industry. 

But  the  tariff"  has  been  assailed  also  with  great 
confidence,  and  particularly  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  who  spoke  a  few  days  two, 
■with  so  much  abiOty,  (Mr.  BABBoca,)  because  of  its 
revenue  character,  It  is  said  it  increases  the  rate 
of  duty^  on  foreign  merchandise  generally,  includ' 
ing  articles  of  necessitv,  because  of  the  nigb  pro- 
hibitory duties  upon  those  which  are  designed  to 
be  more  particularly  encouraged,  and  that  it  will 


eiie.  '  I  confess  I  hsTe  not  much  reliance  upon  this 
MU  for  purposes  of  revenue.  I  do  not  advocate  it 
upon  this  ground.  I  value  it  only  for  the  protection 
it  would  afford  to  the  labor  of  the  country ;  and'  I 
ii^eat  my  wish  that  it  had  been  confined  to  this 
object,  leaving  the  subject  of  revenue  to  its  appro- 
pnate  jurisdiction.  I  am  willing  to  look  to  asys- 
teni  of  impost  as  the  chief  source  of  revenue, 
vbileit  isadequateto  the  purpose;  but  gentlemen 
must  know  t  ha  t  this  cannot  be  the  case  for  any  great 
length  of  time.  However  anxious  we  may  be  to 
kvert  it,  the  day  will  soon  come  when  this  nation 
will  be  compelled  to  rely  upon  its  internal  re- 
Mmrees  for  its  fiscal  exigencies,  and  it,  therefore,, 
becomes  oar  duty,  by  a  prudent  foresight,  to 
Btrengthen  those  internal  resources,  that  we  may 
be  prepared  for  it  when  it  shall  come.  How  can 
we  expect  to  rely  upon  n  system,  whose  means 
BK  diminishing  in  toe  same  proportion  that  oar 
demands  upon  It  are  augmenting?  The  first  fruits 
of  the  impost  ayitem  woe  poured  into  our  Treas- 


ury by  a  commerce  the  most  exteosive  and  pros- 
perous, and  our  wants  were  those  of  a  yoong  nn- 
tion,  with  a  thin  population,  and  cheap  and  limited 
institutions.  But  the  growth  of  the  nation  has 
been  rapid  beyond  example ;  our  territory  has  been 
much  more  than  doubled,  and  our  institutions 
have  become  extended  in  proportion  to  the  limits 
of  oar  territory  and  population.  We  have  laised 
armies,  erected  fortifications,  and  Ranted  work* 
of  defence  around  our  whole  frontier.  We  have 
built  and  equipped  fleets  which  are  indispensable 
guards  of.  the  rights,  and  indissolubly  associated 
with  the  pride  and  glory  of  the  nation.  In  short, 
we  have  taken  a  high  rank  among  the  nations  of 
the  earth,  and  our  expenses  are  necessarily  more 
than  quadrupled,  and,  in  the  nature  of  tlkiogi^ 
must  continue  to  increase.  But,  in  all  this  tioMv 
while  our  national  progress  has  been  upon  this 
gigantic  scale,  out  foreign  commerce  has  borne  tio 

Croportionable  augmentation;  on  the  contrary,  it 
Bs  been  rather  wasting  away,  untii  that  which 
could  formerly  overflow  your  Treasury,  cannot  be 
awoln  to  half  its  demands.  The  tarifi",  however, 
■o  far  from  abandoning  the  imposts,  proposes  to 
extract  from  it  larger  means ;  nut  ii  does  not  do 
this  altogether  on  account  of  the  encouragement 
afforded  to  manufacturer,  but  in  pursuance  of  the 
express  recommendation  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  who.  with  the  enlightened  independence 
which  so  highly  distinguishes  his  public  conduct, 
has  candidly  exposed  the  extent  of  out  wants,  ana 
the  inadequacy  of  the  supply.  I  request  permis- 
sion to  refer  to  bis  report  at  the  present  session, 
as  codclusive  upon  this  subject  The  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  after  particularly  exhibiting  the 
ordinary  estimates  of  stfch  a  report,  obse^es : 
"Under  all  the  circumstances,  it  is  respectfully 
'  submitted  that  the  public  interest  requires  that 
'  the  revenue  be  augmotted,  or  that  the  expendi- 
'  ture  be  diminished.  Should  an  increase  of  rere- 
'  nue  be  deemed  expedient,  a  portion  of  the  deficit 
'  may  be  supplied  by  an  addition  of  the  duties  now 
'  imposed  upon  various  articles  of  foreign  mei- 
'  chandise,  and  by  a  reasonable  duty  upon  sales 
'  at  auction ;  but  it  is  not  probable  that  any  modi- 
'  fication  of  the  existing  tariff  can  supersede  the 
'  necessity  of  resorting  to  internal  taxation,  if  the 
'  expenditure  is  not  diminished."  The  report  then 
proceeds  to  recommend  the  present  as  a  laToreble 
moment  to  afford  efficient  protection  to  our  cotton, 
woollen,  and  iron  interests,  if  it  can  be  done  con- 
sistently with  the  general  interests  of  the  nation. 
Our  session  is  now  about  to  close,  and  we  have 
not  diminished  out  expenditure,  nor  do  I  bdiere 
it  would  be  practicable  or  advisable  to  do  so.  I 
would  be  unwilling  to  reduce  the  Army  or  the 
Navy,  and  I  know  of  no  object  of  retrenchment 
which  would  not  weaken  our  strength  at  home, 
and  our  respectability  abroad.  A  resort  to  otiieT 
means  of  supi^y  is,  thnefore,  unavoidable.  If  we 
should  be  obliged  to  draw  that  sunpiy  from  out 
home  labor,  it  might  be  drawn  salely  and  effi- 
ciently, if  we  now,  by  a  wise  policy,  render  that 
labor  nourishing,  and  save  it  from  the  deadly  influ- 
ence of  foreign  competition.  The  tariff  does  not 
create  the  necessity  of  thjs  resort,  but  is  auxilitty 
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to  the  snppljr ;  it  draws  as  tnncb  as  possible  from 
the  impost,  that  it  mny  be  compelled  to  extract 
leee  from  internal  meaii!!,  and,  at  Ibe  Eame  time, 
it  wisely  augments  (he  internal  means,  bf  inrig- 
omting  the  arm  of  our  own  indtutry,  and  keep- 
ing at  home  thai  large  amount  of  national  wealth 
ir£ich  is  now  perpetually  going  out  of  the  cotintry, 
to  enrich  the  foreign,  and  impoverish  onr  own 
labor.  Who  does  not  see  that  any  measure  which 
tends  to  augment  the  slock  of  the  national  wealth, 
mtist,  at  the  same  time,  increase  the  individual 
resources,  and  swell  the  national  supply  1 

The  honorable  (jenileman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Barbovb)  has  particularly  deprecated  a  system  of 
intental  taxation  or  ezrise,  and  principally  because 
of  the  ezpensireness  of  its  cdleciion.  J  have  no 
such  hostility.  I  believe  the  people  have  less  to 
apprehend  from  a  system  of  direct,  than  one  of  in- 
direct taxation.  In  the  former  they  see  and  feel 
the  weight  of  their  burden ;  in  the  latter  it  may  be 
multiplied  to  an  alarming  degree,  before  its  enor- 
mity can  be  detected.  A  moderate  system  of  in- 
ternal taxes  is  the  safest  and  most  cerlein  source 
of  eupjidy,  and  in  its  nature  wilt  always  be  less  op- 
pKssiYe  than  any  other.  Nor  is  it  by  any  means 
clear  that  it  is  more  expensive  than  the  impost 
The  revenue,  in  both  cases,  is  paid  by  the  consa- 
mer,  wbo  also  ^yt  the  expenses  of  the  system.  In 
the  case  of  the  impost,  he  pays  the  merchant's  pro- 
fits in  addition  to  the  duty ;  and  are  not  these 
equivalent  to  the  expenses  of  a  system  of  internal 
taxesT    But,  sir,  unfortunately  for  the 


and  thus  subtracts  from  the  fund  of  public 
that  which  should  be  kept  in  circulation  at  home' 
I  cannot  entertain  a  doubt  that  it  would  be  the  in- 
terest of  this  nation  to  foster  its  manufacturing 
labor  and  capital,  even  at  the  risk  of  a  temporary 
diminution  in  its  revenue.  The  labor  which  would 
thus  receive  encouragement  would  soon  attain  the 
capacity  to  bear  an  equivalent  proportion  of  the 
DBtional  bmdens,  and,  by  increasing  all  the  streams 
of  sopply,  ultimately  enrich  the  public  treasury. 
If  it  be  necessary  now  for  the  Government  to  stretch 
forth  its  arm  to  shield  this  infant  branch  of  the 
national  labor  from  foreign  rivalship,  the  day  is 
not  dbtant  when,  in  its  rarn,  it  wilt  give  vigorand 
strength  to  the  national  sinews. 

Having  said  thus  much,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  regard 
to  the  objections  against  the  tarifi'  as  a  whole,  I 
will  proceed  now  to  consider  the  general  princi- 
ples upon  which,  1  think,  its  great  objects  may  be 
maintained  and  recommended  to  onr  adoption. 

I  was  fully  aware  of  the  principles  of  the  writers 
upon  political  economy,  wnich  nave  been  so  ear- 
neathr  and  ably  relied  npon  by  the  opponents  of  the 
tariff;  and  thcnigh  I  am  by  no  means  disposed  to 
iarotve  in  a  common  censure  these  principles  and 
their  authors,  they  appear  to  me  to  be  unsafe  giiides 
in  this  discussion,  wnere  they  are  not  sanctioned 
by  experience,  and  tested  by  the  practical  opera- 
tion of  national  policr-  Mnch  of  the  numeroos 
treatises  upon  political  economy  consists  in  {dansi' 
Ue  thenriea,  founded  upon  a  state  of  things  which, 
ia  fact,  hare  no  ezistenoe^  and,  with  regard  to  the 


most  of  these  theories,  the  greatest  difference  of 
opinion  prevails  among  the  authors  themselves. 
Among  inefle  numerous  theorists  each  is  the  stoat 
advocate  of  his  own  system,  and  the  world  has  not 
yet  finally  decided  between  them.  One  contends 
that  agricultural  labor  is  the  onlj  profitable  source 
of  weSth,  and  that  manufacturing  capital  is  un- 
productive; this  is  denied  by  another,  who  advo- 
cates some  other  favorite  branch  of  industry.  A 
third  is  the  advocate  of  commercial  capital;  ano- 
ther prefers  the  home  trade^  and  the  fifth  contends 
for  the  superiority  of  a  foreign,commerce;  so  that 
scarcely  any  two  of  them  agree,  when  they  come 
to  carry  their  respective  systems  throuehout  the 
details,  and  are  yet  litigating  many  of  the  princi- 
ples which  have  been  so  confidently  rdied  upon  ia 
this  debate.  Sir,  it  is  the  course  of  trae  wisdom 
in  us  to  leave  them  to  their  employment,  aod  adopt 
those  principles  only  which  we  find  in  piactical 
aod  suecesalUl  use.  With  these  as  our  data,  we 
must  adapt  our  measures  to  our  own  wants,  and 
the  actual  condition  of  the  world. 

Now,  sir,  whatever  contrariety  of  opinion  may 
prevail,  in  regard  to  the  mass  of  the  theories  upon 
this  subject,  there  is  a  common  foundation  for 
them  all;  and  that  is,  thai  the  source  of  individual 
and  national  wealth  is  labor,  and  that  the  degree 
of  the  former  will  be  in  proportion  to  the  activity 
of  the  latter.  We  may  also  disagree  as  to  the  par- 
ticubr  mode  of  employment  in  which  this  labor 
will  be  moat  productive,  but  all  will  agree  that  it 
must  be  employed  in  some  way.  It  must  be  made 
active;  and,  if  necessary,  must  be  stimulated  to 
activity.  The  evils  of  an  unemployed,  inactive 
labor,  are  always  in  proportion  to  its  capacity,  and 
all  the  vices  which  follow  in  the  train  of  an  idle 
population  will  soon  chastise  a  nation  whose 
councils  are  inattentive  to  the  enoployment  of  its 
labor.  I  am  not  the  advocate  oi  any  particular 
branch  of  labor.  I  believe  it  is  best,  in  general, 
that  it  should  be  diversified.  I  can  have  no  idea 
of  a  nation  purely  agricnitural,  commercial,  or  man- 
ufacturing. Their  interests  are  mutual,  and  the 
advantage  of  each  is  always  promoted  by  eneon- 
raring,  to  a  certain  extent,  the  prosperity  of  the 
othns.  1  am  free  to  say,  however,  that,  in  the 
United  States,  the  preference  shotild  be  given  10 
die  agriculture  of  the  country.  This  should  be 
the  basis  of  our  strength,  the  great  fountain  of  out 
resources,  and  in  the  nature  of  things  it  always 
must  be  so.  There  is,  therefore,  no  design  to 
change  the  agricultural  character  of  the  nation 
into  a  manufacturing  one,  as  has  been  so  seriously 
deprecated  in  this  debate.  Such  fears  are  alto- 
gether ima^ary.  At  least  nine-tenths  of  the 
power  and  influence  of  this  country  are  agricultu- 
ral, and  it  is  utt^ly  impossible  that  a  coarse  of 
policy  can  be  pursued,  for  any  length  of  time, 
whicn  shall,  in  any  degree,  subvert  that  interest. 
The  agriculturist  understands  his  interests,  and 
will  not  be  slow  in  resisting  any  serious  encroach- 
mmt  upon  them.  In  a  popular  government  like 
oars,  his  resistance  will  always  be  prompt  and 
cA^tual.  Even  in  England,  extended  as  are  her 
manufkctntea,  the  acrieultnral  toterest  is  alwan 
predominant ;  and  there  is  no  itutanee,  in  all  lae 
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■trufgks  with  t^;ard  to  the  grain  laws,  and  other 
■MaBtti«B  ia  nhicQ  theoe  two  gmu  intnestH  bare 
been  oppoaed,  that  the  agricoUuristt  have  not  pre- 

It  u  elearl;  among  the  Stst  dutits  of  a  sation  to 
make  the  labor  of  it«  cuizeos  active,  and  direct  it 
to  tbe  most  profitable  reMilta.  Not  bf  undue  meana 
(o  aUiaiiUte  any  particular  bnncb  of  labor,  to  the 
lain  and  injury  ^  anjr  other ;  bat  to  stimulate  tbe 
■ggragate  of  its  own  againat  the  agKMeite  of 
EsKign  labor,  mitd  lo  protect  any  patttcuar  otanch 
of  its  own  labor  egainst  the  nvalnhip  of  fbieign 
policy.  If  a  oation  expecti  to  become  weallhf 
and  powerful,  it  mutt  exett  itKlf  to  supidy  its 
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_  .,e  pfiitci^e  is  not  only  sound  in  ibeoiy,  but 
is  that  whioh  is  in  [tactical  o{>erauon  in  eveiy 
'nation  wUcb.  usdenuiida  its  own  intoest,  Tbcy 
adl  all,  and  bnjr  nothing  with  which  their  own 
labor  can  supply  them.  Let  ub  look  lo  the  exam- 
ple of  BngUad.  She  ie  agiicullmal,  eopuaaetcial, 
ftnd  mamuaclariog.  The  state  of  ber  agTiaaliure 
ia«qual  to  tbat  of  any  p«rt  of  Uieglobej  hermaa- 
nboturiw  interests  more  extensive  than  in  any 
other.  Her  policy  oniformly  has  been  lo  cheiiso 
her  manufaoturing  labor,  as  aoxiliary  to  ber  na- 
tional weelch,  and  to  reaiit  all  foreign  oompetitioD. 
It  is  maaifested  in  the  earliest  dawninp  of  her 
Ikistery.  She  began  with  Hiooorafing  the  manti- 
liuture  of  the  covse  artielea  which  constituted 
her  prime  wants,  and  al^wanb  followed  up  ha 
policy  with  an  unoeasing  aseiduitv,  luitil  she  not 
only  shielded  her  own  labor  from  the  competition 
of  otber  nations,  but  in  a  great  measure  orijppled 
their  labor  at  home,  and  became  the  source  of  sup- 
ply for  all  the  world.  Have  we  not  seen  tbe 
esecis  of  this  policy  diffusing  themselves  ttuvugh- 
out  eieiy  branch  of  her  industry,  and  over  every 
part  of  bet  empire,  until  by  this  meuis  there  has 
Men  reared  npa  massof  wealth  and  power  almost 
iitesistiblel  It  is  irae.  we  have  been  lefcrred  lo 
Bogland  for  an  examfue  of  the  evils  of  what  has 
bc«t  termed  the  msoufacturing  system  and  her 
oMioBal  d^t ;  her  insuirectional  tamper  and  mas« 
of  pauperism,  have  been  ingeaiowly  urged  in 
the  delMte.  But  theee  are  act  the  eoeota  of  her 
manufaeiuting  system.  They  are  the  rwult  of 
the  expensive  wars  ia  which  she  has  been  perpecii' 
ally  involved,and  theinsnpportable  weight  of  tax- 
«ioo  consequent  upon  them ;  of  «  policy  which 
has  kept  her  continually  emtwoiled,  by  intetmed- 
dlmg  u  ^  diniutes  of  others,  when  she  had  none 
of  ak  own  on  hMid  ;  a  policy  to  which  she  would 
long  rince  have  faUan  a  victim,  but  for  those 
abiradaot  stieams  of  wealth  whiah  her  active  labw 
coatiaually  poored  into  her  lap,  and  which  she  so 
laTishly  drained  in  the  cause  of  her  unhallowed 
ambition.  It  does  not  follow  that  we  are  to  imi- 
tate her  in  these  respects,  because,  like  her,  we 
afibrd  proteetioa  to  our  htme  labor;  and  I  oannot 
betieve  that  we  shall  be  likely  to  beget  treaisonable 
isiurreotions  by  rewarding  lae  oocupalioa  of  the 
citizen  with  ease  and  cbeczfiilness.  InsurreelioBS 
ate  ibe  fniits  of  an  idle,  discontented  popidUioa ; 
they  may  be  produced  by  the  neglect,  but  not  by 


the  watchttil  protection  of  the  GhiTemmenL  The 
same  policy  was  early  adopted,  and  baa  been  ercc 
linoe  pursued,  by  France,  Holland,  Prassia,  Italy, 
and  many  other  Powers  of  Eoit^;  and  all  WMi 
are  at  all  conversant  with  tbeir  hwtory  know  that 
■imilar  efiects  proved  the  wisdom  of  "^^^^ag  cw-  ' 
tiooal  encouragement  to  national  labor.     The 


that  he  early  disoaraed  this  real  soutee  of  ni 
wealthand  power.  When  meditating  thedeatm^ 
tion  of  the  British  empire,  he  knew  very  weU  tbe 
source  of  her  siren{[th,  and  he  wisely  can«eind 
thepolicy  of  dryingitup.  Had  his  ambition  been 
tempered  with  some  portion  of  patMnoe,nMihe 
had  coiweDted  to  wait  a  few  yearsfinthesniwU 
success  of  his  policy,  it  would  have  been  mon  om- 
nipotent  than  his  arms,  His  example,  b«w«Hr, 
h^  not  been  lost  upon  the  other  nations  of  Snrope; 
and  though  they  did  not  yield  to  bis  inhratra, 
Russia,  andaknost  every  other  nation,  eaGeeptwg 
Spain  and  Portugal,  have  voluntarily  adopted  iL 
The  princi[de  of  the  Russian  tariff  is  to  ceeeiTe 
nothiog  from  abroad  that  she  poaseasaa  ^ill  and 
labor  to  make  at  home.  Spain  and  PortUfal  aM 
the  victims  of  a  different  policy.  They  adopt  the 
principles  which  ate  everywhere  written  and  no- 
where practised.  Spain  stands  a  solitary  beaeoo 
to  warn  us  of  her  fatal  exatnple,  whioh  buned  the 
hiffhest  spirit  and  best  o^iacity  in  the  miseries  af 
idleness  and  luxury,  and  drove  her  popuiatuiD  to 
seek  a  remedy  thro^h  the  dangttotis  paths  ttf  ■*• 

If.  sir,  1  may  be  permitted  to  rater,  for  a  hiatori- 
oalfact,to  the  book  from  Philadelphia,  as  it  has 
been  called,  in  which  the  seal  and  ability  of  it* 
author  have  imbodied  a  mass  of  the  moot  luefal 
and  important  information,  the  case  of  PorMfal 
affords  the  moat  striking  instance  of  the  effeeu  of 
both  theories.  Porcugal  did  adopt  the  policy. of 
encouraginK  her  manufacturing,  as  auxiliary  to 
her  national  labor,  and  those  who  are  acquainted 
with  her  early  history,  will  remember  the  suocoee 
which  crowned  her  exertions;  but,  in  the  midst  of 
her  system,  she  was  persuaded  to  consent  to  the 
admission  of  British  merchandise,  as  the  price  of 
vending  her  port  wines  in  England.  Her  owtk 
labor  immediately  fell  a  victim  to  forttgn  eampe- 
tiiion,  and  her  situation  afterwards  is  the  bat 
iessOD  we  can  draw  upon  the  subject.  The  efforts 
of  England  to  prostrate  the  labor  of  other  aeon' 
tries  ace  not  confined  to  Portugal— die  cairiea 
them  into  every  cauntry,  and  she  practiaee  even 
expedient  calculated  to  subsecre  her  purpose.  W* 
know  that  ha  agaits  are  scattered  erttywheee 
throughout  tJie  United  States,  and  that  twy  are 
unwearied  in  their  exertions.  In  all  their  pubUe 
speeches,  the  members  of  her  Parliaveat  faettaf 
their  jealousy  of  our  manufactuiing  iHOspenty; 
and,  at  the  same  moment  that  her  hired  wiiMi 
and  journalists*  are  employed  to  assail  pnhtic  sen- 
timent here,  by  denoiUMiBg  the  evilsand  imneral 
tettdeoey  of  manufacttiring  establistwients,  the 
Government  heaps  bounties  upon  tbeao,  jud  ehai- 

■  See  the  works  of  Soaabej  ud  alheia,  sepeoiaHf 
Ihs  IcttBia  of  fi^nietk,  sseribed  to  Mr.  8. 
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iibca  fbeii  growth  at  home,  ivUle  thcf  Are  sead- 
iig  their  aWks  iato  all  eounttMs  as  Rnxiliaries 
to  their  writora. 

i  do  Bot  rcftr  to  the  pnteiiee  of  ottm-  uatioiiK, 
bmrever,  merdy  for  proof  of  (he  toundiien  of  the 
priaciple  of  ■Sordiag  natioDaJ  eBooangemetit  to 
■atioul  lahor;  bu,  u  erinciBg  the  Beeeiailf  of 
oar  kdoptmg  limilu  r«enlatiaia  to  connteniGt 
Ihnr^BotKr-  If  tbe  priociide,  that  "  tbiaf»  thould 
be  Mi  to  Ngolate  them«clTes,"  be  trae,  it  n  KxBtf 
lifaeii  all  mtiaH  t^Mtrve  it;  it  cettea  to  be  pnic- 
lieaUe  -with  ibe  ret^  when  uiy  one  dia>^an]s  il. 
Ifwewvretatitdv  ambted  mm  tfaereMef  the 
world,  aad  carried  on  lil  oar  trauiMtiaDs  within 
ov  (n«n  eoontrjr,  it  might  be  «^ed  npon  tii  with 
eotuMacbie  planHlnK^.  But  w«  are  a  part  of 
the  ttmmuaitf  of  ostiona ;  throoghoat  which  our 
iaMraonne  is  to  be  o«od«eted,  and  all  our  ex- 
cfaangM  made,  and  we  are,  therefore,  seoaible  to 
Ae  ngnlMioai  in  erery  {wrt  of  it.  If  the  same 
nde  weie  nivernl  anong  all  nations,  we  night 
calailate  vpon  an  cqofil  pariieipatian  in  all  eom- 
nnn  sdnuttages,  ami  that  oar  mterrwiie  would 
pwh  its  own  reward.  Bat,  if  ^  reg<da«iMs  tit 
athet  natioiui  interfere  wiA  the  nattiral  c«tir«e  of 
'tiingi,  if  tbcFf  obatnict  the  ordimny  obannala  of 
fauMBen,  and  teak  to  eonftr  advantages  on  then: 
own  labor  which  it  would  not  otheiwiK  poness, 
we  mnsi  eMnr  adopt  coaotvratltiig  mearans,  or 
become  the  Ticlim  of  ibeiT  poliojr.  We  have  al- 
ttmdf  aeen  die  extent  of  thm  regulations,  pumed. 
too,  with  Ae  expfcaavivw  of  orampingtheinniral 
nmng  of  our  enurprise.  If  they  receive  the  pto- 
&ets  o£  out  agrtcdlture,  it  in  noi  to  teciprocale 
the  eiebange,  bit,  froiD  neoasity,  lo  sapplv  their 
own  mnts ;  not  are  (hey  driven  even  to  this  ei- 
oedient,  until  the  scarcity  awoDg  ibemselves  makes 
It  iadispeasable,  while  the  products  of  all  our  ether 
labor  are  aabjeoted  toa  perpetoBl  eichiHan.  The 
efiect  of  this  policy,  on  the  patt  of  foreign  aations, 
is  to  reader  oar  own  raw  pi«ducts,  in  a  great  mea- 
■ore,  nsalets,  and  to  confer  on  the  foreign  labor  a 
mmapaij  in  oar  own  market.  These  are  UDnata- 
lal  adranlaga*,  wbioh  mmt  be  counteracted  hj 
simflar  eneoorMwrnents  to  the  home  indnstry.  If 
foreigneia  stimMBte  Iheir  industry,  we  must  stioiB- 
late  oms  also;  if  they  prtserre  a  preference  in 
dieir  market,  we  must  give  to  our  labor  a  prefer- 
once  in  ours ;  at  they  contract  their  want  of  us, 
we  matt  contract  ours  of  titem ;  if  they  pursue 
mdne  means  to  labor  for  us,  we  must  take  care  to 
labor  for  onrtdvcs;  acontrarypolioy  would  render 
us  dependent  upon  foreigners  for  every  thing, 
aineei  dt  their  system  of  encouragement,  they  can 
undersell  us  in  any  thing. 

The  sysMm  is  not  a  new  one  in  the  United 
Slates.  We  have  always  deemed  it  our  duty  to 
IMtcct  the  hoBte  Wbor  against  foreign  eompeti- 
lion.  Our  duties  apon  toe  i^cultonl  products 
of  foreign  countries  were  not  imposed  for  pntpoees 
ofTeveBBe,bitt  for  thenTOtectiouofoarown  agri- 
cnhotal  ndanry.  And  aHhongh  gentieoten  may 
be  disposed  toragardlheaeiegulationsli^tlyDow, 
beeause  of  the  pecnUar  condition  of  foreign  eenn- 
kim  heretofore,  they  ate,  ueverlheleM,  indieative 
of  the  sense  we  entertain  of  our  true  policy ;  nor 


should  it  be  forgotten  that  East  India  cotton  is  tt(- 
ready  imported  into  the  United  States  cheaper 
than  il  can  be  prooured  from  the  Southern  States; 
and  that  the  day  may  not  be  distant,  when  the 
oompetittcm  in  this  ariide  will  be  niuen  more  fbr- 
audatde. 

We  have  adopted  the  same  system  for  the-pro- 
lectitm  of  the  commercial  enterprise  of  Ihe  country. 
The  heavy  foieini  tofluage,  the  hi^  rate  of  dotia 
upon  mochandise  intporled  in  Mreign  vessels; 
boanlies  allowed  on  the  exportation  of  fish ;  ton- 
uageand  drewbadt  granted  to  fishing  vessris;  die 
fliciusicm  of  foreifin  vessels  from  the  coasting 
trade,  and  the  entire  system  of  navigation  lavn, 
are  evidently  designed  to  give  a  iweference  to 
American  ships  and  enterprise,  over  diosc  of  for- 
eigners. I  do  not  refer  to  these  in  Ibe  spirit  of 
oomplaint ;  far  ftom  it ;  the  wisdom  of  the  poliey 
is  apparent  in  its  effects.  Nor  do  I  refer  to  them 
to  show  that,  because  we  have  done  much  for 
commerce,  we  should,  therefore,  do  something  tm 
manufaiAures ;  but  I  refer  to  them,  as  d«DonBtnt- 
inglbe  utility  of  the  dueirttte,  of  teavtBg^ingsto 
regulate  themselves ;  as  «viDciag  the  ULcusili  of 
national  promtton  for  national  labor,  and  of 
ooontevaetTDg  ore  Hnct  of'  loretgu  compeboon 
upon  our  home  enterprise,  in  whatever  channel  4t 
may  be  employed. 

But,  if  dM  encoiirageiReitt  we  have  already  given 
be  insuffieioit  for  the  purpose  ;  if  against  these  die 
foreign  pdiiey  is  aUe  to  raise  its  arm  end  paralyze 
OIK  energiee ;  if,  in  short,  the  labor  of  the  eouirtry 
is  now  iSe  and  anemployed,  and  an  extension  of 
the  system  of  encouragement  be  necessary  to  rai- 
der it  setive,  shall  we  stop  short  of  (he  object,  «r 
shall  -we  not  rather  afford  it  the  utmost  stimuhB? 
What,  then,  rive  me  leave  to  ask,  sir,  is  the  jireeent 
condition  of  this  country?  Do  we  reqiurewit' 
nesses  to  be  examhted  here,  or  before  our  commit- 
tees, to  inform  us  of  the  want  of  employment,  knd 
the  Bcene«  of  individual  distress  and  puuic  etnbar- 
rassment  which  ererywbere  prevail,  or  are  vre  to 
sit  down  and  calculate  in  figures  their  wdght  and 
extent?  We  are  assemtdedliere  from  alt  ^natters 
of  this  extensive  empire,  and  every  gentleman 
Mogs  with  him  a  knowledge  of  privBle  and  pub- 
lie  suffering  beyond  example !  The  honoraUe 
Speaker,  in  the  eloquent  speech  he  delivered  a  few 
days  ago,  described  to  us  tlieconditionof  theman- 
ufacturing  establishments  in  the  East,  where  all 
admit  the  closest  economy  is  practised.  But  the 
East  is  not  singnlaT  in  its  scenes  of  deoayine 
houses,  deserted  estaUiftfaments,  end  indiTtduKi 
ruin ;  they  are  presented  wherever  manuTacturing 


citizens,  who  formerly  ebtamed  dietr  living  io  this 
species  of  labor.  But,  sir,  I  do  not  conBne  my 
observalion  lo  this  class  only ;  I  invite  gentlemen 
lodi  at  the  condition  of  the  conntry  at  large,  of 


Bile 


)  this 


sickening  mass  of  general  suffering  that  the  remedy 
is  to  be  administered.  Consider  the  low  price  of 
property,  as  well  real  estate  as  every  dercription  of 
our  products ;  look  at  the  decaying  towns  and  vil- 
lages which  are  every  where  presented;  at  the 
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Aousanda  of  the  Isboring  cloases  of  the  communily 
deprired  of  employment ;  at  the  numerous  bank- 
ruptcies, which  seem  lo  blacken  your  cities,  and 
filT  them  with  dismELy,  and  almost  despair;  at  the 
mass  of  enterprise,  and  skill,  and  science,  now  en- 
feebled and  borne  down  by  cares,  and  weepingorer 
a  stale  of  deplorable  inactivity !  Consider  the  ani- 
versal  stagnation  in  every  branch  of  industry,  agii- 
cuUural,  commercial,  and  manufacturing!  How 
is  the  face  of  this  great  country  changedT  Where 
late  reigned  plenty,  and  was  beard  theactire  hum 
of  business,  now  meagre  scarcity  prevails,  and  idle- 
ness palsies  the  human  energies;  the  poor  are 
wietcned,  the  man  of  large  real  estate  lives  only 
by  the  most  risid  economy  I 

And  what,  sir.  is  the  cause  of  all  this?  The 
answer  is  not  aifficult.  The  artificial  slate  of 
things  which  succeeded  our  Revolutionary  strug- 

Ete,  and  which,  with  ibe  stimulus  given  by  our 
ite  war,  has  biiheito  sustained  us.  has  suddenly 
changed  j  the  channels  of  our  wealth  are  dried  up ; 
oiu-  labor  is  thrown  out  of  employment  hy  foreign 
oompetitioD.  Give  me  leave,  sir,  to  trace  these 
causes  more  particularly. 

Before  the  eslablidmeni  of  our  independence, 
we  relied  for  our  supplies  principally  upon  the  labor 
of  England,  whose  policy  it  was  to  preserve  that 
state  of  dependence,  and  discourage  all  efforts  in 
her  coloniets  to  manufacture  for  tbemsetves.  Bat 
the  successful  termination  of  that  memorable  con- 


our  enterprise,  and  the  same  spirit  by  which  it 
was  achieved  dictated  a  resort  lo  our  own  re- 
sources to  give  it  perpetuity.  The  subject  was 
almost  the  first  that  occupied  our  Daiionaldeliba- 
ations ;  and  the  report  of  the  illustrious  man  who 
then  presided  over  the  Treasury,  Mr.  Hamilton, 
portrayed  with  a  prophetic  hand  the  true  course 
of  national  policy.  It  would  have  been  pursued 
long  ago,  but  for  those  desolating  wars  whicb  soon 
afWwarde  broke  out  in  Europe,  and  which  have 
continued  ever  since,  until  v<ay  recently,  with 
scarcely  any  intermission,  and  cramped  both  the 
agricultural  and  commercial  enterprise  of  those 
nations.  Their  population  was  drawn  from  these 
employments  to  man  their  fleets  and  filj  the  ranks 
of  theu  armies;  they  had  little  time  for  the  culti- 
vation of  the  peaceful  arts,  and  we  became  their 
growers  and  carriers.  In  such  a  state  of  things, 
the  population  of  the  country,  at  that  time,  found 
full  employment  in  the  agricultural  and  commer- 
cial pursuits,  and  in  the  multiplicitv  of  handi- 
craft and  otiUi  employment^  to  wbicn  a  flourish- 
ing state  of  those  two  great  branches  of  industry 


always  giv< 
Tbedem 


The  demand  abroad  exceeded  our  means  of  sup- 
[>ly ;  we  received  high  prices  for  all  our  produce ; 
OUT  commerce  penetrated  all  parts  of  the  world ; 
evay  man  found  constant  demand  for  his  labor  | 
and  the  capital  of  the  country  had  a  brisk  circula- 
tion; we  exchanged  all  our  products  for  thefabrics 
of  foreign  countries,  under  great  advantages,  and 
increased  in  wealth  and  power  with  an  unexam- 
pled rapidity.  But  a  newalate  of  things  has  taken 
place.  Thosewarshaveterminaied,  and  the  world 
IS  at  peace.    The  population  which  fllledthefleets 


and  armies  of  Europe  is  withdrawn,  and  is  now 
turned  to  agricultural  and  commercial  pumiiU. 
We  no  longer  possess  the  exclusive  advantages  in 
these  respects;  ihey  neither  require  our  ships  nor 
our  agricultural  products.  Their  demand  lor  ow 
surplus  M'oduce  will  diminish  annnally ;  for  tbey 
are  rapidly  carrying  into  practical  operation  th.at 
policy  of  crealiiig  their  own  supply.  We  all  know, 
too,  that  the  India  trade  never  did,  and  never  will, 
reauire  any  part  of  our  [Vodncis;  it  deals  prtn4»- 
pally  in  money,  and  operates  as  a  perpeioal  drain 
of  our  specie.  If,  in  connexion  with  these  caDses, 
we  consider  our  increasing  population,  the  result 
is,  that  our  wants  of  Europe  are  augmenting  and 
theirs  of  us  are  diminishing.  As  we  can  eipon 
less,  we  must  rai:«  less;  we  cannot  emidoy  the 
same  quantity  of  labor,  and  alt  those  industrions 
people  who  are  occupied  in  feeding  the  demands 
of  a  prosperous  slate  of  agriculture  and  commerce 
are  cast  upon  society  without  the  meansof  subsist- 
ence. The  result  is,  also,  that,  as  forei^  nations 
will  not  take  our  surplus  produce  in  exchange  fof 
the  articles  for  which  we  rely  upon  them,  we  must 
go  in  debt  for  the  amount,  and  without  any  means 
uiai  I  can  discover  of  making  payment.  The  bal- 
ance of  trade  against  us  last  year  was  twenty-eight 
millions  of  dollars;  and  every  one  must  see  that,  as 
the  wants  of  foreign  nations  are  annuallv  dimiit- 
ishing,  this  balance  must  increase  with  tne  same 
proportion.  What,  though  it  may  be  true,  as  has 
oeen  contended,  that  the  present  embairusmenb 
may  be  occasioned  in  some  d^ree  by  the  inordi- 
nale  extension  of  the  bank  capital,  and  the  impni- 
dent  speculations  of  individuals,  it  neither  makes 
the  evils  less,  nor  varies  the  remedy,  if  the  dis- 
tress he  at  all  ascribable  to  this  source,  it  is  more 
because  of  the  capital  having  been  suddenly  with- 
drawn from  circulation,  than  because  it  was  ever 
thrown  into  use.  No  doubt  much  of  the  individual 
barrassment  which  now  prevails  would  have 


of  the  business  and  transactions  of  the  country, 
and,  if  it  had  been  permitted  to  continue,  the  labor 
of  the  country  would  in  time  have  redeemed  it 
It  has  been,  however,  suddoily  taken  up — a  stag- 
nation of  business,  scarcity  of  a  circnuting  me- 
dium, sacrifice  of  property,  and  want  of  emj^oy- 
ment  ensue.  The  necessity  for  the  interposition 
of  Congress  is  only  increased,  therefore ;  and,  as 
we  refuse  to  create  a  national  currency,  the  duty 
becomes  more  imperious  to  provide  anotha  reme- 
dy. The  remedy  i^  to  foster  ibe  national  indus- 
try, to  create  a  market  at  home  for  our  surplus, 
and  to  make  for  ourselves  what  we  sbould  be 
obliged  otherwise  to  import  from  abroad. 

We  are  here  met  by  the  objectitm  that,  if  this 
necessity  exist,  labor  will  itself  take  the  direction 
without  our  interference. 

That  the  necessity  does  exist  no  one  can  donbt: 
il  is  palpable;  it  has  existed  for  some  years,  and 
yet  the  labor  has  not  taken  the  direction.  On  the 
contrary,  a  great  portion  of  the  capital  heretofore 
embarked  in  almost  evoy  branch  of  industry,  is 
now  idle ;  the  distress  is  pro^rcMve,  and  the  man- 
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o&ctariii;  labor  is  retrograding.  The  memorikla 
from  aU  quarters  of  the  coantrr  prove  this.  I  can 
tpeakfrommv  own  kDowledse  of  that  part  of  the 
conntry  which  i  represent — the  manufacturing  in- 
ta«Gt,  which  i»  hy  no  meaos  the  least  importsal. 
Of  the  suts  of  manufactures  there  I  could  draw  a 
picture,  without  the  aid  of  imagination,  of  the 
most  gloomy  nature ;  suffice  it  to  say,  however, 
thai  more  than  a  moietyof  the  labor  formerly  em- 
ployed in  these  establishments,  is  now  withooi 
butmess;  that  many  of  the  establishments  are  ac- 
tnatty  suspended  and  that  others  will  eood  follow, 
without  the  encouragemeut  now  contemplated.  I 
shall  not  deny  that  this  state  of  things  may  heow- 
in^,  in  some  degree,  to  the  immense  qaantities  of 
British  goods  with  which  this  country  has  been 
inundated  by  the  foreign  merchant  and  manufac- 
turer; but  this  only  augments  the  evil;  it  is  a 
striking  illustration  of  the  efiects  of  foreign  compe- 
tition, in  the  continuance  of  which  the  British 
maniilhclurer,  as  well  as  his  Oovemment,  has  an 
immediate  inla«st.  The  honoraUe  gentleman 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Bahbodr)  is  mistalen,  how- 
ever, in  supposing  that  the  American  manufacturer 
calculates  his  profits  upon  his  war  capital,  though, 
if  he  did^  as  he  was  encouraged  by  his  Govern- 
ment loinvestit,itwonld  afford  no  reason  why  he 
should  now  be  abandoned  in  the  day  of  his  adver- 
sity. Buch  establishments,  no  doubt,  feel  the 
prassnre  more  than  others ;  but  none  are  free  from 
It,  and  even  those  which  have  been  sacrificed  at 
public  sale,  and  passed  into  the  hands  of  new  own- 
ers, at  reduced  prices,  are  unable  to  resist  foreign 
competition. 

Tne  truth  is,  sir,  that  labor  and  capital  will  not 
of  themselves  become  immediately  or  exlenrivety 
employed  in  manufactures,  without  the  fostering 
aid  01  Oovemment,  especially  in  seasons  of  great 
distress.  They  are  not  so  immediately  productive 
in  these  occupations,  aad  in  times  of  pressure  and 
embarrassment,  men  look,  and  are  obliged  to  look, 
more  to  an  immediate  profit  and  relief,  than  to  nl- 
timate  and  permanent  advantage.  In  times  of 
extreme  neeo  our  daily  wants  must  be  satisfied ; 
we  dread  the  slow  prt^ss  of  permanent  succen. 
Besides  this,  the  changing  from  one  btuineas  to 
'  another  is  always  an  amir  of  time,  and  has  to  en- 
counter the  force  of  old  habits,  and  many  other 
impediments  extremely  difficult  to  stirmoimt.  We 
ice  the  force  of  habit  constantly  exemplified  in  the 
stubborn  preference  which  is  given  to  foreign  fab- 
rics, wbicD  we  have  long  been  accustomed  to  use, 
over  domestic  productions  of  an  equal  or  even  su- 
perior quality.  The  Imowledge  of  such  a  preju- 
dice, too,  cannot  fail  to  deter  the  eanitalist  from 
encountetiog  it.  The  first  impulse  oi  such  neces- 
sity would  be  discerned  in  the  manufacturing  in 
families  for  their  home  consnmption,  and  even 
this  is  slow.  But  manufacturing  establishments, 
which  are  to  afford  employment  to  the  labor  of  the 
country  upon  a  scale  commensurate  with  our  con- 
dition, require  both  capital  and  skill.  Property  of 
a  considerable  value  must  be  purchased,  improve- 
ments made,  and  costly  machinery  constructed, 
which  are  not  adapted  to  other  pursuits ;  and  in 
the  acqnisilion  of  skiil  capital  also,  a*  well  as  time. 


must  be  ctmsuiued.  Agriculture  may  be  pnnued 
without  much  capital,  and  there  ate  few  who  do 
not  possess  sufficient  knowled^  to  cultivate  the 
land,  in  which  but  little  risk  is  reijuired;  but  a 
failure  in  the  manufacturing  enterprise  is  frequent- 
ly attended  with  entire  ruin.  The  apprehension 
of  (heir  risks,  in  competition  with  the  foreigner^ 
whose  sltill  has  been  matured  by  a  century,  ana 
whose  capital  has  grown  up  under  the  invigorat- 
ing hand  of  national  encouragement  is,  of  itself, 
sufficient  to  forbid  the  experiment.  It  is,  more- 
over, the  result  of  the  experience  of  all  timei  and 
ages  that  the  success  of  manufactures  has  depended 
upon  governmental  aid ;  tbey  have  never  flooi^ 
isaed  any  where  without  it.  And  if  encourage- 
ment has  been  found  necessary  in  other  nationL 
and  in  early  periods,  how  much  more  ii  it  reqnivea 
in  this  country,  where,  in  addition  to  the  general 
considerations  and  intrinsic  difficulties  already 
referred  to,  we  have  to  contend  with  the  bounties 
and  premiums  of  other  nations,  conferred  with  the 
express  view  of  stifling  our  infant  enta'prise,  and 
presaving  tbeir,matun!  ascendency.  Such  a  livat- 
ship  is  loo  unequal  to  be  encountered.  Without 
public  aid  the  contest  would  be  hopeless. 

The  case  is  fairly  presented,  then,  sir,  in  which, 
from  various  csiises,  our  home  productions  cannot 
stand  a  competition  with  those  of  foreign  nations 
in  OQT  market ;  and  in  which  our  national  in- 
dustry is  incapable  of  being  stimulated  by  the 
rivalship  of  foreign  industry.  In  such  a  case,  the 
best  writers  upon  political  economy  pionounee 
tbe  interposition  of  the  Government  necessary.  In 
such  a  case  the  most  liberal  aid  cannot  possibly  do 
harm,  since  it  only  accelerates  a  state  of  thmgs 
which  it  is  necessary  for  the  interests  of  the  coun- 
try should  take  place.  Sir,  it  would  be  unwise  to 
await  the  slow  and  miserable  progtess  of  our  un- 
assisted labor  in  such  a  -confiieC,  marked,  as  it 
would  be,  by  the  evils  of  individual  want  and  pu1>- 
lie  imbecility.  Nor,  sir,  can  we  forget  otu  obliga- 
tion to  those  who  have  already  embarked  thett 
fortunes  in  manufacluring  eetablishnKntL  in  the 
full  confidence  that  their  efforts  would  be  cherished 
and  sustained  by  the  national  protection. 

The  degree  in  which  the  encouragement  shall 
be  afibrded  is,  then,  sir,  the  only  remaining  qiiea- 
tion.  I  am  willing  that  this  should  be  measured 
by  the  capacity  of  (4ir  labor,  and  the  obstacles  with 
which  it  has  to  contend.  But  it  should  be  suffi- 
cient to  produce  a  successful  rivalshiii,  and  secure 
the  preference  in  the  home  market.  Ido  not  advo- 
cate the  policy  of  prematurely  drawing  the  laW 
from  one  branch  oi  industry  to  another ;  by  extra- 
ordinary encoaragement,  or  by  high  duties,  to  create 
a  capacity  which  is  to  be  ttselul  some  twenty  years 
hence.  But,  where  we  possess  the  capacity,  wMch. 
by  a  doe  preference  in  our  own  market,  would 
supply  our  consumption  with  those  articles,  with 
the  raw  material  of  which  onr  own  conntry 
abounds ;  there,  I  contend,  the  duty  becomes  im- 
perious to  cherish  the  cajncily,  and  stimulate  it  to 
the  highest  activity.  It  is  in  this  point  of  view, 
among  olheis,  that  tbe  policy  of  the  friends  of  the 
tariff  avoid  the  narrow  consttaction  nowput  nprai 
the  viaionary  thcorits  of  political  economuts ;  it  is 
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not  VBtirely  pring  k  new  direclion  to  tfa«  Ufaer  of 
Ike  eoaatry,  or  creuiiig  new  habit*  or  ein|dov- 
mcau  at  a  great  expanse  Qpoa  other  claucs.  Ii 
fiuda  the  capacity  exiitiiig;  il  feoks  to  Uie  direc- 
tion which  men's  own  diBpoxitiona  and  the  course 
of  erents  have  given  to  tne  labor,  and  finding  it 
stmg^iDgwidi  a  foreign  competition,  it  step*  in  lo 
it*  «d,  eherishn  its  renoorces,  and  secures  them 
tka  icope  of  the  home  market.  Bat  the  relief 
should  be  prompt  and  efleclual.  If  the  flnt  tariff 
had  goD<  to  the  extesl  now  proposed,  maoyof  the 
evils  of  which  we  oow  complain  would  bare  bero 
KToided.  Itia  no  answer  to  say,  that  the  tariff  was 
then  deemed  sufficient ;  and  if  the  manu&ctnren 
then  beliered  it  would  be,  it  onljr  prorce  thai  tbef 
dtaiiwd  DO  extravagBiit  aid.  One  thine,  bowerer, 
ia  oataiii,  that  Congrcsi  did  not  fix  the  duties  at 
a*  Ugh  a  rat*  as  was  recommended  bjr  the  Secn- 
tar;  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  result  baa  eleariy 
prwred  its  entire  inadeqvacf . 

Do  acDll«nea  doubt  the  capacitj^  of  our  labor 
■•  euppty  oar  boine  ooniumption  with,  all  the  az- 
iMlcf  of  pime  neecsuly — ihe  gnat  object  of  e*ery 
prorideat  goTeromant  7  I  rcSer  them  to  the  pro- 
gress whien  has  been  already  made,  under  all  di»- 


and  w^wtcH.  iron,  ^a^s,  paper,  leather,  and  oord- 
a^  In  qaality,  ilMy  are,  in  all  respects,  equal, 
and  in  manf  instances  superior,  lo  the  foreign  ar- 
ticle. Grained  as  we  haTe  been,  we  have  manu- 
&ctutcd  one-third  of  our  cotton  crop,  and  with 
the  few  baitds  which  the  owners  of  these  establish- 
ments have  been  aUe  to  employ,  they  have  vap- 
plied  etobiog  for  the  Army  and  Navy,  and  grad- 
ttnlly  intvodaeed  their  fabrics  into  most  partsiS' the 
iMetioroftbeeoanlry.  Ofeachof  these  bfanches 
ol  manafaeuire*,  oor  own  country  afliuds  tbe  raw 
auerials  in  abundance,  and  for  the  raw  matariai 
of  in>a,  gkss,  leather,  and  cordage,  we  hare  no 
detnand  abroad.  The  raw  material  of  iron  and 
gbut  is  entirely  worthless,  unless  used  in  the  con- 
sttuotion  of  tse  ^vios  of  thiu  manufacture,  and 
Mvby  tbat  neaas  oonstinted  a  new  and  exbuut- 
Itss  KHiiee  of  wealth  to  the  nation.  If,  tbaefote, 
we  depend  u^OD  the  foreign  supplyfbr  these  BTtidea, 
besides  leaTing  our  labor  i<de,  we  abandon  tiii- 
f  wnTth 


aiftir«iBnnalioB,lcroanTeTtingi    , 
risb  into  artiolea  of  great  proftc  and  adi 


id  pay  a  premii 

— inproniable  i 
.   and  adTwUage  to 
And  yet  it  haslaeen 


said,  in-^  dftet^  ibat  oor  awi 
bote  nothing  to  (he  national  wealth!  Sir,  let  _. 
oo6sidertha«ncnitioiiofiiniuiboturiBglaboni|KH] 
Ike  wealth  of  the  nation.  It  would  appear  to  my 
ntind  to  he  a  proposition  too  clear  iai  argtnnent, 
ihM  a  natlOB  who  Ubon  to  snpply  iu  own  wants, 
instead  of  Urine  forogoera  to  do  it,  as  certainly 
growa  rich  by  tu  operation,  as  does  an  indiTidual 
wko  porsues  th«  same  process,  li,  instead  of  send- 
ing ahroad  twenty  millions  tA  dolkrt  annaally,  to 
pay  the  British  manufaelura  for  his  fdjrics,  we 
ihoaU  make  then  at  bmne,  by  labor  which  would 
be  otherwise  uaemployed,  thai  if  we  should  not 
save  to  the  oonntry  toat  twen^  millions  of  dollan, 
■here  can  be  no  eoKfidence  in  mathematical  cer- 
taimy.    I  invite  die 


few  caleoktions  as  to  the  eSeet  of  es^Joying  the 
btnae  labor  in  this  way. 

England  draws  the  raw  material  of  ha  eocim, 
woolkn.  and  lealbra  inanufaetnies,  prtocipall)', 
from  01061  others,  and  yet  Colquhoun  eitiinates 
her  clear  gain  per  annum,  upon  these  three  arti- 
cle* alone,  deducting  the  cost  of  the  raw  mntenal, 
at  Sfty-three  million  pounds  sterling.  This  is  the 
result  of  a  ayston  wttieb  buys  the  raw  material 
and  s^E  the  mannfecinred  article;  but  in  (bin 
country,  where  we  should  work  up  our  own  raw 
material,  which  we  cannot  easily  dispose  of  in 
any  other  way,  the  efiect  would  be  sdU  more 
stnki^.  We  haTe  already  made  anffieient  pro- 
gress m  this  country,  not  only  to  derdope  tbs 
capacity  of  our  labor,  bat  to  ilnisCrate  its  eondu- 
civeneos  to  indlTidnal  and  national  vcallh.  Tha 
ahle  report  of  the  Committee  oi  ConmeBce  and 
Monufteturea  of  1816,  states  that,  at  thai  tkne^ 
100,000  peisaiM  were  emdoyed  iatiiecotton  eetab- 
ibhments  alone,  in  the  United  Stales,  and  that  of 
these,  10,000  were  males  orer  serenteen  yeota, 
66,000  women  and  female  children,  and  34,000 
boys  under  Herenteen  years  of  age.  They  em- 
^ed  a  cuical  of  940,000,000.  They  need,  of 
cotton,  37,000,000  pounds,  which,  at  thirty  cents, 
amounted  to  88^,000,  and  ilicy  produced,  of 
yards,  81,000,000,  which,  at  thirty  cents,  would 
amount  to  93)4,000,000,  and  yieU  a  net  gain  to 
the  country  of  sixteen  million  two  himrfred  thoit- 
sand  dollars.  It  ouahl  to  be  lenrmbend  that,  of 
this  Eom,  at  least  fiheen  millions  of  dollars  went 
into  the  pockets  of  these  100^000  poor  people  em- 
ployed in  the  e3tablisbiDents,>nd  blessed  them  w^ 
competence  and  honest  independenea :  it  thus 
passed  into  geoerel  eirculstion,  and  filled  np  the 
reina  thioaghoul  the  body  of  the  nation.  What, 
pre  me  leave  to  aak,  would  have  been  the  coodi- 
cion  of  these  100,000  people  had  tbey  not  been  so 
enployed  1  It  is  too  plau  that  they  woald  bare 
boMi  in  idleaets  and  want— rather  the  objeeu  of 
public  charity  than  the  active  eontrthulors  to  pub- 
lie  wealth;  while,  at  the  same  time,  the  euteon 
miUicm  two  hundred  thonsand  dollars  would  kavo 
passed  out  of  the  country,  and  gone  mio  the  pocktt 
of  the  Ibreis*  laborer  and  c^HtoUsi.  Let  ns  cx- 
tend  the  alenlatioi]  to  our  actual  eopacity,  ojrf 
contrast  it  with  the  efEbets  of  a  feraign  supply. 

Our  exports  of  ootton,  in  one  year,  have  bean 
estimated  at  90,000,000  pounds,  whieh,  ol  lixtem 
cents,  would  be  worth  913,400,000;  onr  lahoi  b 
capable  of  ■Dono&Gturing  this  at  hoiaet  butifwa 
prociue  our  awply  from  a  fbtdni  couatry,  we 
should  take  ZTOflOaflOO  yards,  wbiek,  at  sixteen 
cenu,  would  amount  ia«43,O0Q,O0O,aadweiAon]d 
pa/  to  the  fonim  laborer  9S9jSOO,000,  which  we 
might  have  poio  to  oar  own. 

The  nme  report  of  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Maimfaotures  slates  that  in  the  year 
1816,  there  was  inveased  in  the  estaUishmeata  lor 
the  manufacture  of  wool,  including  bnildings  sod 
machinny,  a  capital  of  9l8,O0CU)0O;  and  esti- 
mated the  raw  material  consumed  at  87,000,000; 
and  the  increased  value  of  manu&clariiw  at 
913,000^000.  By  these  establishments,  ibetdbre, 
even  i^on  this  oontracted  scale,  we  made  alhoaaa 
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819,000,000  worth  of  wooUen  goods,  wtiioh,  if  wb 
bad  bniugbt  fiom  Europe,  would  aave  cost  the 
turn  of  812,000,000,  the  Talue  of  manafBcturiiur- 
Noi  was  the  pioQta  of  these  opa^tioni  eoB&ntd  to 
the  mami&ctuTiDg  labor  immediatdjr  prnplpyed ; 
the  capital  which  erected  the  eatablishments  and 
coDstrucled  the  machiaery  enriched  the  mechanic, 
and  that  which  piucbased  the  raw  material  went 
into  the  hands  of  tbu  agneultuiirt,  which  is  a» 
addiiioMil  illulration  of  the  uoivrml  diSiuioii  of 
these  benefits  ibrooghout  all  cIbsmb  of  the  coow- 
munitT. 

Nothing  can  be  plainet,  ai,  than  that,  by  this 
c^nratioa  of  lafaoriog  at  home,  wb  add  a  clear 
gain  to  the  national  stock;  and  the  force  of  the 
arguBienI  ia  not  weakened  by  the  remark  whiob 
has  been  madet  that  it  pots  nothing  more  into  the 
nodcet  of  tke  cotton  grower  than  if  the  aruejes 
had  been  pcoeured  from  abroad.  It  lakes  Dotfaisff 
ftom  him,  but,  while  it  ^ves  greater  acofie  aal 
oertaioty  to  his  market,  it  rewards  the  labor  of 
otber  part*  of  the  country  which  otborwiae  wouM 
be  iiopavembod.  And  can  ithedtnied  tkaterary 
addition  to  Ae  general  stock  redounds  to  the  eom- 
mon  benf£t  ?  Sir,  the  wealth  thus  aoctunidaM  by 
the  individuals,  of  whose  immediate  czenJoaa  it  is 
the  reward,  does  not  lie  idle  in  their  hands;  it  goes 
Erectly  into  the  general  oirculatioo.  It  beOMes 
the  interest  of  every  class  lo  render  the  eamingB 
of  their  labor  inuoediately  and  eztenniTcly  profita- 
ble; they  are  laid  out  in  proeuriii^  an  inireaied 
BU{^ly  <H  articles  for  consumption ;  m  the  purchase 
aiM  improTemenl  of  land ;  in  the  erection  of  build- 
iags,-botb  of  laite  and  ntility;  in  projecling  roads 
aad  oanals,  and  in  all  iboK  liberal  objeets  of  pob- 
Ite  improvemcBl  which  accompany  t6e  possessiom 
of  ease  and  rtcheo.  These  again  open  and  pro- 
ntole  new  sources  ef  labor  aao  ezpenditnre.  The 
agrieaJtarist  feels   the  impulse         -'      ' 


the  merchant  and  all  othas,  in 
capital  aod  facility  of  iDtereoursq  the  laborer  and 
mechanic  find  full  eraploymeot  and  liberal  pricts; 
spreie  abounds  in  all  paita  of  the  ooantry,  and 
(Me  aod  plesly  crowa  the  eznlieaB  of  every 
bn»ck  of  indus^-  This  stole  of  things  has  ever 
been  4h«  resalt  of  a  flourishing  stale  of  mannftn- 
turiag  labor  in  all  countries  aul  timm  in  whiob  it 
hat  beea  aherisihed.  I  can  atsore  goitkmen  that 
I  tmere  witnessed  the  practical  iUastiadon  of  ibis 
sysitOT  npon  that  part  of  the  country  in  which  £ 
"  ,  when  the  stintulas  of  the  h«e  war  bad 


bibber,  bat  to  sdl  at  ^ ;  they  do  not  wish  yau  to 
raise  the  price  of  their  articles,  but  to  enable  them 
to  sell  in  ouf  own  maitets,  now  monopolized  by 
foreign  bounty.  The  profits  of  the  manufacturer 
depend  no  less  upon  the  ,<juantily  sold  than  Ae 
price  obtained  for  it ;  and  give  the  Ametican  man- 
ufacturer his  own  market,  and  be  desires  no  in- 
of  his  price.  Nor  could  he  calculate  upon 
such  an  iocreesc,  when  the  effect  of  the  policy 
irould  be  ultimately'  to  reduce  the  [vioe  in  a  con- 
Nderable  degree.  The  price  of  any  article,  whe- 
ther of  foreign  or  domestic  produc^  tnust,  in  the 
nature  of  ihiB|n,  be  regulated  bv  the  jaropoition  of 
the  supply  to  toe  demand.  If  tne  supply  be  abun- 
dant, the  price  will  be  low ;  and  if  lugh,  it  will  be 

The  ibieignef  will  olware  get  for  bis  aitiale  the 
«heet  price  he  can.  The  qodk  manu&Blurer 
wUl  do  no  more.  It  is  this  proportion  which  iBeepa 
down  the  price,  where  thesui^y  is  a  foreign  one; 
ani  why  will  it  not  prodoce  the  saiiie  efiect  when 
it  it  domestia  7  If  we  ponces  the  capacity  to  so^ 
|4f  Ibe  deiMnd,  as  I  have  aboWB  we  doy  the  some 
ptHie^e  will  opetatt,  and  the  eompetitiaa  atbeoM 
wifi  ]Sodnce  tbe  same  effect  as  tbal  among  foreian- 
•ra,  bat  it  will  produce  erea  •  greater  od&  Ow 
oppcntents  are  obliged  lo  admit,  as  especially  the 
...  -'anan  from  Virgiiia,  (Mr.  Bi»- 

_ . . ..,,    .  ingdionsly  attempted  to  render  it 

■iriisaTtcot  to  bis  argunent,  that  oar  use  of  im- 


n  life  and 


ealablisbB 


activity  to  its  industry,  and  put  the 
upon  the  banks  of  the  Biwaywine 


And,  1 


,  if  1  did  not  fed  I 


in  full  opetal 

kwnty  for  those  of  my  fellow-altizene  who  bars 
felt  its  efiecls,  and  for  the  condition  of  a  country, 
for  KMwy  reasons  dear  to  me,  I  could  delineate  the 
melancbt^y  reverse  which  now  eafMbk*  the  bond 
of  labor  and  paralyzes  every  species  of  enterprise. 
Nor.  Mr.  Speaker,  ia  the  policy  proposed  by  the 
tariff  liaUe  te  the  objection  wbkb  has  been  vgai 
of  increasing  ibe  price  of  the  anidfs,  and  thus 
operaliag  an  a  tax  upon  the  consumer  for  the  en- 
ODUtagemect  of  a  few  manafacturers.  The  man- 
ufaoiwren  do  net  ask  you  lo  enaUe  them  to  sell 


proved  Bacbinery  plues  us  upon  as  equoUtr  with 
foreisn  naUons  oa  the  bcoto  iS  labor,  and  that  ia 
ouer  lespect)  we  baTe  the  advantage.  I^  ll 


die  foreign  okonopoly  were  done  away,  we  couU 
bring  the  article  mto  the  market  cheaper,  because 
we  save  die  expense  of  distant  tranqwrtation. 
We  place  the  manvlacturer  aad  ooDsamer  by  the 
side  of  each  other,  by  which  means  the  arliclea  are 
broi^fat  into  maikel  lutaltended  by  the  costs  of 
transperlaiioB,  fraght,  insurance,  and  the  raofita 
of  tbe  iMfdiant.  But  if  1  weie  to  concede,  tor  the 
soIr  of  aigiUDBil  merely,  that  the  price  would  be 
higher  for  a  short  time,  il  would  be  Ml  tempocary, 
awl  the  inereeae  of  Uie  price  immediately  tmpt- 
ing  the  furthcf  ami^oymeBt  of  labor,  the  "BPP^ 
would  at  once  beeoKieinoportitaiahly  greater.  Tnis 
tempurary  enbaneemeot  of  price  would  not  only 
be  compensated  by  an  ultimate  reduction,  boi  qr 
an  itauaediate  addttirai  to  Ibe  national  weateh,  as 
I  bare  already  dmwn.  These  are  the  consideia- 
tioas  which  render  the  af^rdMnsiooe  on  the  soore 
of  bish  nice  worthkes  in  ihe  eye  of  the  ntatesBan 
wliD  loots  to  the  lastiag  and  subatantial  iotetests 
of  his  coiratiy,  wtao  lays  the  foundation  of  her 
i^ory  and  independence  upon  a  firm  and  lastiag 
basis,  and  compares  the  incoaTenioice  of  a  lam- 
poiary  privatioo  with  the  strength  and  dmabiUty 
of  her  future  ptogreaa.  I  am  willii^  lo  submit  M 
this  Hmaorary  enbaneemcnt  of  price,  if  it  is  to  be 
so,  aad  I  am  willlBg  to  compel  my  consttMests  to 
do  so. 

But  it  is  said,  and  with  a  serioomess  whiob 
wradd  indicate  it  as  the  chief  somoe  of  rqipufam- 
sion  with  oar  opfXAcnt^  that  this  emjdoymait  of 
enr  bbcw  will  be  prejudicial  toouragrionlmieand 
ccHUaenie  1    From  the  ooDHdcratians  I  havs  al- 
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ready  eDdearored  to  pieHiit,  in  the  cooite  of 
gumeat  I  have  adopted,  these  objections  would 
appear  to  me  to  be  grouadless,  and  in  a  great  de- 
gree answered.  But  there  are  too  raany  sound 
reflections  establishing  a  mutuality  of  JDiereat  ' 
the  three  branches  of  industry,  to  be  slightly  pa 
edby. 

1  have  already  adverted  to  the  condition  of  t 
commercial  enterprise.  We  have  already  ic 
how  Terr  much  it  has  been  circumiiCTibed,  and 
that,  without  the  tecorrence  of  events  which 
cannot  reasooably  anLcipate,  it  can  never  expand 
to  its  former  dimensions,  in  contracting  our  wants 
of  foreign  labor,  therefore,  in  the  extent  to  which 
I  havr  limited  my  views,  and  in  cherishing,  of  oar 
own  manufacture,  articlesof  the  first  necessity,  we 
do  not  abridge  the  cotamerciel  enterprise — wesim- 
plf  employ  the  labor,  which  it  cannot  do,  without 
iigury  to  the  nation,  and  we  leave  it  an  ample 
range  for  all  its  means,  in  that  portion  of  the  for- 
eign trade  with  which  we  cannot  now,  and  pej- 
hap«  never  can  dispense.  Bir,  this  abridgment  in 
the  commercial  trade  will  take  place  wiUiout  the 
Iari£  We  cannot  long  endure  the  destructive 
balance  of  trade  we  have  already  seen  accumulat- 
ing. We  shidi  be  driven  to  contract  our  wants 
by  lessening  our  consumption  ;  our  inabilitjr  to  pay 
for  them  will  oblige  us  to  curtail  our  foreign  un- 


!  labor  at  home,  as 
means  we  shall  increase  our  ability  to  use  those 
articles  of  luxury,  for  which  we  rely  upon  the  for- 
ewn  trade,  and  thus  continuatlf  enlarge  the  sphere 
oTcommercial  capital,  and  give  a  new  spring  to 
.  its  activity. 

The  commercial  labor  and  capital  will  also  find 
additional  employment  in  an  enlarged  coastinff 
trade,  to  which  an  improved  home  market  would 

K've  rise,  and  we  cannot  be  unmindful  that,  in  our 
ture  pnwress,  it  may  become  our  privilege  to  sell 
to  others  the  articles  which  we  are  now  compelled 
to  buy  from  them.  The  day  is  not  distant  when 
the  South  American  market  will  open  to  us  a  vent 
for  all  our  surplus,  in  which,  with  ttie  fostering  aid 
of  our  Government,  we  may  sustain  a  rivabhip 
with  every  other  nation.  In  such  an  event,  our 
commercial  activity  would  have  the  most  ample 
scope. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  interest  of  the  agricultu- 
rist in  the  success  of  the  manotacturing  labor,  ap; 
pean  to  me  so  manifest  that  I  cannot  suppress  my 
snrpilt^  that  ingenuity  itself  has  been  able  to  &ame 
IB  objection  upon  this  part  of  the  subject.  The 
ben^ls  conferred  upon  the  a^cnltornl  interest 
have  served,  mote  than  any  thing  else,  to  fix  my 
conviction  in  favor  of  this  tans'. 

I  hare  already  advo'ted  to  the  present  d^ressed 
and  embarrassed  state  of  our  agriculture,  and  have 
endeavored  to  show  the  genial  Epiril  of  energy 
and  exertion  which  the  accumulation  of  wealth, 
by  the  employment  of  the  home  labw  must  pro- 
duce, and  the  manner  in  which  its  first  spring 
would  be  felt  by  the  agricultural  interest.    As  the 


agticuiiural  labor  is  at  the  end  of  the  foundation 
of  every  other,  it  is  the  first  to  share  in  their  nros- 
pccity ;  the  success  of  maanfaototies  cannot  snndne 


it  fran  the  labor  enjoyed  in  ngriooltnre,  as  hat 
been  argued,  and  most,  therefore  only  impart  new 
vigor  to  its  energies.  The  national  encourage- 
ment, confined  to  the  objects  which  I  have  speci- 
fied, would  do  no  more  inan  employ  that  portion 
of  labor  which  the  weakness  uf  the  demand  renders 
useless  in  agricultuial  pursuits,  and  the  mano&c- 
tures  allud^  to  would  be  conducted  principally  by 
new  labor,  or  labor  that  could  not  be  otnerwise 
employed,  but  would  be  idle  and  unproductive. 
We  have  seen  that  labor  in  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments consists,  for  the  most  part,  in  macninery, 
and  women  and  children,  and,  in  addition  to  the 
remarks  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Babbour,)  demonstrating  the  wonderful  e(- 


powerfuT  auxilia^,  breaks  up  all  the  fonndations 
upon  which  the  ml  objection  rests,  that,  in  new 
countries  and  a  thin  population,  manuhctures  are 
injurious.  The  em{Joyment  of  women  and  chil- 
dren open  to  the  farmer  new  sources  of  profit,  by 
ofiering  new  occupations  to  his  family,  and  eon- 
tributing  to  their  subsistence.  I  do  not  admit  (he 
dangerous  infiucDce  of  such  occupation  upon  the 
morals  of  tbe  children.  There  is  no  sound  theory 
which  authorizes  as  to  infer  that  constant  employ- 
ment, rather  than  idleness  and  poverty,  injures  toe 
moral  character;  and  my  own  observation  dtred- 
ly  contradicts  the  assertion.  I  do  not  believe  there 
is  any  district  of  country  in  which  there  is  less  vice 
and  criminality,  than  in  the  manufacturing  eslab- 
lishments  in  the  vicinity  of  my  residence,  and  pai- 
ticularly  those  located  upon  the  Brondywine.  In 
these  estahlishmenta  (here  are  hundreds  of  poor 
children  employed,  and  I  am  sure  that  the  utnuM 
attention  is  paid  to  their  moral  halnts,  and  a  sys- 
tem of  schools  and  education  have  been  founded, 
through  the  liberality  of  their  employers,  which 
yield  them  a  fund  of  mstmction  which  they  could 
never  hope  to  dbquire  from  the  poverty  of  rheir 

But  even  if  a  few  bonds  shonld  be  taken  from 
the  agricultnral  pursuits,  no  injury  could  reanlt 
frc»n  It.  We  already  raise  more  than  we  can  send 
abroad,  and  the  effect  would  only  be  to  improve 
the  soil,  and  raise  mote  from  fewer  acres,  and  with 
less  labor,  and  of  c<mseqnence  with  ereater  prtdt; 
a  system  of  cultivation  which,  1  beaeve,  it  is  the 
interest  of  everv  agricoliarist  to  pursue.  We  cul- 
tivate too  mucn  poor  land,  and  waste  our  labor 
upon  an  impovo'ished  soil. 

The  great  interest,  however,  which  the  ogrienl- 

rist  Iwi  in  the  success  of  manofactores,  is  the 
home  market  which  they  afford  for  his  snnilaB 
products;  a  consideration  in  which  is  involved 
every  motive  which  it  calculated  to  invigorate 
agricultural  labor,  and  secure  the  national  inde- 
pendence. 

The  home  market  is  both  of  greater  scope  and 
of  much  more  certainty  than  the  foreign  market; 
it  increases  with  the  growd>*f  the  coimtry,  and 
enlargeawith  the  sphere  of  onr  wont*.  If  we  drew 
our  supplies  from  onr  own  manubctnring  labor, 
the  demand  fw  the  raw  material  and  the  agricol- 
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tnral  pftwhict,  wonld  pteserre  the  propw  phi^- 
lion,  and  insure  their  connmiption  withont  ft  de- 
pendence QDon  foiei^  demand.  The  slBte  of  a 
ibreign  manet  depend?  apon  the  wants  and  pClicy 
of  foreign  intereats^  n^ter  faroralile  to  ours,  and 
often  conflicting  with  thnn.  It  is  completely  at 
the  mercy  not  only  of  the  dispntes  of  forewn  na- 
tions iritn  ns,  but  also  of  their  particnlar  relations 
among  tfaemselres,  which  we  cannot  eithn  averl 
or  control.  If  our  market  ia  abroad,  Ae  Brriral  of 
erery  ship  trill  prodaee  a  finctuaticn,  and  either 
reduce  our  prices,  or  raise  ihem,  to  be  again  mir 
denly  depressed,  baffling  the  most  prndent  calcu- 
lations of  the  farmer.  If  it  ia  at  home,  the  vary- 
ing couree  of  fomgn  policy  cannot  aflfect  it ;  thines 
Sow  on  in  an  even  channd,  and  the  labors  of  tne 
agricultnriat  and  manufactum'  mutoally  cheer 
each  other,  and  impart  new  vigor  to  the  bottie 
labor. 

I  do  not  attach  any  wdght  to  the  argument 
which  urges  the  inadequacy  of  the  home  mi»kei. 
Jf  the  branehes  of  manufactures,  to  which  I  have 
principally  advCTted,  were  in  full  operafioB,  their 
labor  would  rely  entirely  for  their  supply  upon  the 
agrictiltnral  class,  instead  of  raising  for  them- 
selves, aa  they  are  now  competed  to  do  from  ne- 
cessity j  and  they  would  certainly  consume  and 
require  as  much  as  the  foreign  labor.  The  con- 
sideration applies  with  peculiar  force  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  where  the  agricultural  labor,  from  the 
great  diversity  of  soil  and  climate,  ftia  the  best 
profit  in  the  production  of  articles  peeoHBrty 
adapted  to  the  manufactniing  demand.  The  de- 
raand  of  the  agricaltnrist  for  the  prodoets  of  the 
woollen,  cotton,  iron,  and  glass  raanuiiaeturer,  c«f 
the  maker  of  paper  and  leather,  of  the  hatters,  ml- 
lers,  and  dyers,  and  the  numerous  otber  trades  con- 
nected wiin  llrese,  is  extensive  and  constant,  and 
it  is  impossible  to  suppose  that  all  these,  when  in 
full  opoation,  will  not  furaisb  a  complete  market 
for  the  agrieulturel  produce  which  wiH,  of  neces- 
sity, be  adapted  to  tbe  demand,  b^  which  means  a 
market  womd  be  afforded  for  many  of  the  agricul- 
tural products  in  a  much  greater  extent  than  could 
be  otherwise  expected,  such  as  the  ores  of  iron  and 
glass,  coal,  fuel  of  all  kinds,  vegetables,  tb-e-stofi, 
and  grain  itself,  where  it  is  used  in  some  branches 
of  manufacture  for  other  than  the  pnrp<Ae  of  fbod. 
There  would  also  be  an  increased  and  ittereasing 
demand,  bj;  multiplying  fte  amnber  of  consumers 
by  emigration  from  foreign  countries,  and  by  in- 
creasing the  capacity  to  consume.  Men  lire  in 
proportion  to  their  means— abundance  flows  in 
tbe  train  of  riches,  and  the  conAimption  is  always 
in  pri^rtion  (o  theweahb  of  tbe  consumers. 

But  the  home  market  ■will  also  be  more  perma- 
nent, since  it  will  always  depend  uiwn  our  own 
wants  and  condition.  Foreign  nations  poasess 
both  the  disposition  and  abifiiy  to  deprwa  onr 
Bgricuhural  labor;  and  though  gentlemen  now 
aflect  to  attach  more  importance  to  the  apprehen- 
sion of  their  capacity  to  undersell  us  in  our  owb 
market,  they  should  not  overlook  a  danger  much 
more  imminent  and  equally  fatal^-die^  capacity 
to  dispense  with  out  productions  in  th^  maiWt. 
When  such  an  event,  to  which  die  whole  sctqM 
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of  foreign  pt^cy  is  tending,  shall  happra,  (be  i»- 
portance  of  tbe  home  maraet  will  be  taogbt  by  a 
necessity  which  a  wise  foresight  should  now  pro- 
vide against. 

I  have  already  adverted  to  the  redundant  popo^ 
lalion  which  the  present  stale  of  Europe  will  ne- 
cessarily employ  in  agrictiltnral  pnrsmts,  whldi 
are  [He^nted  in  the  wide  scope  of  territory  whitih 


each  of  those  Powers  poi 

has  much  land  which  she  may  yet  reduce 


England  heradf 
_  ,  et  reduce  to  cnl- 
tivation,  90  that  every  year  they  will  diminish 
their  wants  of  our  sup^y,  I  entreat  gentlemen 
from  the  South  to  consider  the  argument,  in  re- 
gard to  die  single  article  of  cotton,  as  illustnting 
Its  fullest  force.  Foreign  nations  are  amtDaUy 
taking  less  of  this  article  from  the  United  States, 
and  using  every  means  in  tbetr  power  to  dispense 
with  our  sui^y  altogether.  B>ven  England,  from 
whom  we  must  procure  our  fatnics,  unless  we  de- 
lermine  to  work  for  <nirselres,  is  anottally  inctcas- 
ing  her  supply  from  India  and  Brazil,  and  les- 
sening it  from  us;  and  it  will  be  obsoved,  byft 
reference  to  Seybert's  Statistics,  that,  while  her 
importatioTFs  from  the  United  Statee  are  neatly 
stationary,  those  from  India  and  Brazil  ate  quH^  ' 
rapled,  and  yet  we  hesitate  to  provide  a  market  Bt 
home,  and  counteract  a  foreign  policy  which  retM 
its  industry  upon  the  ruins  of  onr  prosperity! 
Foreigners  rival  us  in  the  raw  material  of  cotton, 
wool,  iron,  glass,  and  paper ;  they  render  oOrs 
Usriess  at  home  \tf  refusing  to  receive  them  ftwo 
us,  and  yet  compel  us  to  pay  ^em  for  working  vp 
their  own  for  our  use ! 

The  home  market  woirfd  reconcile  the  intereAB 
of  every  section  of  the  Union,  and  convert  the  enty 
divet^itiee  which  onght  eirer  to  exist  in  this  eonn- 
try~those  of  soil  and  climate — into  commoa  Ue^ 
sings  and  sourcesof  national  prosperity.  Byitthe 
three  great  fn-anehes  of  inwstry  would  eqaaUf 
redonnd  to  tbe  getieral  eood ;  Aey  would  be  uaitHl 
by  the  same  bcrad  and  Ubor  for  the  same  puipoae; 
their  profits  Itoold  flow  in  a  common  ehaBnri,Bnd 
fructify  a  common  coutrtry. 

Suppose  it  should  be  conceded,  as  baa  been  con- 
tended, that  the  manufacturing  establishmentB 
iTfinld  be  principally  located  in  die  BtuMtn  and 
Middle,  and  aome  of  the  WeMem  States)  tbtfr 
dependence  upon  the  Soudi  for  ifae  m^j  Of  tbe 
raw  material  would  necessarily  ftfodiice  a  eomiBDB 
ioteresi  throughout  tbe  wh<de.  The  cotton,  MTttAf 
indigo,  hemp,  rice,  and  sugar,  of  the  South  ma 
West,  would  be  exelHU^;ed  for  the  maiRlhimucd 
productions  of  the  otber  puis  of  tbe  Union,  ftod 
thus  produce  a  course  of  tisde  equity  beunclal 
to  all  pat«  of  the  community,  and  not  len  proSt- 
able  then  any  foreign  comnMree  upon  which  we 
can  calculate. 

If  I  had  not  already  consumed  more  thaa  my 
share  of  the  timeof  the  HoTise,I  could  easily  gbtfW 
tbe  superior  advantages  of  the  employment  of  tmp- 
iul  in  the  home  trade,  to  the  extent  now  eontttt- 
plated,  referring  to  both  England  and  [>Va»ce  for 
an  illustration.  It  will  be  oafficimt,  howevw, 
metcly  to  glance  at  the  e<xirse  of  such  a  trade  in 
tbe  united  States.  Tbe  metchut  at  Chtrieaftn, 
f«r  vsKBt^,  *fmli  lay  oat  a  c^Htsl  of  Tmsty 
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Ikouaand  dollora  in  produce  purchased  of  the  West- 
ern fumet,  which  he  would  sell  to  the  plnniers  of 
the  South  for  cotton  worth  twenty-four  thousand 
dollars.  This  he  would  ship  to  the  Eastern  or 
Bliddle  SUtes,  snd  exchange  it  for  twenty-eirht 
tliouBand  dollars  worth  of  manufactured  arlicTee, 
with  which  the  demands  of  the  South  would  be 
■applied.  It  must  be  perceived  at  once  that,  in 
every  step  of  this  progress,  the  home  labor  is  stim- 
ulated ;  the  industry  of  our  own  citizens  in  the 
North.  South,  and  West,  is  equally  benefited  to 
the  full  amount  of  the  capild  employed,  which  is 
kept  rapidly  ftud  constantly  circulating.  But  if  the 
merchant  of  Charleston  should  exchaogehis  West- 
ern produce  or  Soulhein  cotton  in  Kurope.  for 
'  goods,  the  labor  of  this  country  would  be 

doolv  to  the  extent  of  his  profits,  and  his 
capital  would  be  emfdoyed  as  much  foe  the  benefit 
of  foreigners  as  that  of  our  citizens,  of  which  we 
are  every  day  feeling  the  eril  effects.  We  are 
■ensible  of  the  erii,  and  we  cannot  mistake  the 
noiedy. 

We  possess  a  country  highly  favwed  by  Provi- 
denee,  filled  with  resources  ample  for  all  ooi  wants. 
It  is  for  us  to  adopt  a  svstem  of  policywbich  shall 
dnw  them  forth,  and  make  them  active,  and 
which  shall  protect  the  home  labor  against  foreign 
competition,  and  which  bIiaII  provide  the  home 
maiul  accessible  by  roads  aad  canals. 

I  owe  the  House  an  apology  for  having  con- 
■umed  so  much  time,  and  will  only  repml  my  hope 
that  the  motion  ma^  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Lowndes  said,  that,  after  the  view  which 
had  been  taken  of  the  question  before  the  House 
by  hia  friends  who  had  already  spoken,  he  should 
Dot  attempt  a  systematic  exposition  of  tJie  grounds 
of  his  vote;  because,  ia  doins  so,  he  would  be 
obliged  to  employ  arguments  wnich  they  hadslaled 
more  dearly  and  strong^ly  than  he  could  do.  On 
this  account  his  observations  must  be  v^  desnl- 
tory. 

The  question  was  not  whether  manufactures 
were  useful;  a  great  deal  of  trouble  bad  been 
tsken  to  prove  what  iiobody  denied.  Nor  was 
it  eroi  the  queation,  whether  it  was  the  policy  of 
the  Ooventment  to  eDcouraae  them  by  duties  upon 
fi>nigii  importations.  His  (Hends  had  shown,  by 
arguments  which  bad  not  been  answered,  that  that 
ODjc^oymeiit  of  industry  which  affordeo  the  most 
{VOBI  to  the  individual,  would  ordinarily  conduce 
moat  (0  the  wealth  of  the  State,  and  that  the  du- 
ties or  ptohibitioQs  which  should  direct  any  portion 
of  the  laboi  of  the  country  to  a  business  which  it 
could  not  otherwise  engage  in,  would  usually  be 
fi>aDd  to  substitute  a  less  profitable  employment 
tat  one  which  was  more  so.  If  they  are  rigol,  the 
nreaeqt  bill,  which  proposed  a  laree  additional  en- 
Stent  to  particular  brsaciies  of  industry, 
entirely  indefensible;  but,  if  there  were 
40BDI  AH  to  the  correctness  of  opinions,  (which 
they  iield  in  common  with  every  political  econo- 
miat,  (o  whose  work  time  had  given  its  sanction,) 
this  donbl  was  enough  to  dissuade  the  House  from 
forthev  interference  on  a  subject  on  which  they 
ba4(  perhaps,  already  gone  too  far.  While  his 
ytiBcifMl  olyecl  wowd  be  to  show  that  the  eu- 
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couragement  already  afforded  was  as  gre^  as 
could  reasonably  be  granted,  he  wished,  wfore  he 
engaged  in  an  inquiry  into  the  degree  of  encou- 
ragement, to  advert  to  some  general  principles 
which  he  nii^Kwed  to  be  involved  in  the  discussion. 

The  gentleman  from  Delaware,  (Mr.  McLine,) 
whose  argument  he  had  heard  with  as  much  atten- 
tion and  pleasure  as  any  of  those  who  most  fuUv 
concurrea  in  his  opinions,  had  proposed  no  paitiu 
or  sectional  objects.  He  wished  to  encoura^  the 
industry  of  the  nation^  to  raise  the  value  ol  lab^r 
and  capital  employed  m  every  pursuit  This  was 
very  patriotic,  But  very  impracticable.  We  can- 
not create  capital.  Wearenotmagiciansoratchy- 
mists.  We  can  do  no  more  than  to  produce  a 
change  in  ihe  distribution  of  labor  among  the  dif- 
ferent employments  of  life;  and,  if  we  increase  the 
profits  of  any  branch  of  industry  by  our  l^islation, 
It  must  be  by  taking  from  one  class  what  we  give 
to  the  other.  Perhaps  the  general  good  might  be 
promoted  by  such  an  act,  (^ne  was  not  now^uta- 
iDg  into  this  question ;)  peniapa  the  class  at  whoae 
expense  the  interests  of  another  class  were  to  be 
promoted,  might  ultimately  be  indemnified  for  a 
temporary  sacrifice;  but  the  expectation  must  be 
utterly  iUusory,  that  a  bounty  could  be  given  to 
any  iKauch  of  industry  without,  at  least,  a  tcropo- 
tary  sacrifice  by  some  others. 

It  was  plain  that  the  defence  of  the  bill  before 
the  House  implied  that  the  industry  employed  in 
manufactures  at  home,  should  be  more  encouraged 
by  the  Qoveroment  than  that  which  was  engaged 
in  procoriog  foe  us  the  produce  of  foreign  coun- 
tries, in  exchange  for  the  labor  oi  produce  of  our 
OWD.  The  first  was  called  the  home  industry,  and 
the  phrase  had  no  small  influence  in  the  discus- 
sion. In  purchasing  commodities  imported  from 
abroad,  we  are  supposed  to  encourage  principally 
the  industry  of  a  foreign  State.  Plausible  as  this 
view  might  appear,  he  thought  that  eveo  a  slight 
esamioation  of  the  subject  would  show  that  man- 
ufactares  and  commerce  might  be  equally  produc> 
tive,  aad  might  equally  encourage  "home  indus- 
try." 

Between  the  results  of  commercial  and  manu- 
facturing industry,  the  difference  is  not  a«  great  as 
it  has  been  reprwented.  In  manufactures  a  ma- 
terial of  inferior  value  receives  a  change  in  its 
form  which  adds  greatly  to  its  utility.  The  fabri- 
cation which  is  completed  in  our  country  affords 
a  profit,  which  is  equal  to  the  difference  m  value 
betiMen  the  raw  material  and  the  manufactured 


ried  abroad,  and  converted  into  an  article  (or  ex- 
changed for  one)  which  to  us  is  much  more  vain- 
able.  The  conversion  affords  us,  as  in  the  fint 
case,  a  profit,  which  is  equal  to  the  difference  in 
value  between  the  original  article  and  the  ex- 
changed product,  after  deducting  the  expense  of 
the  exchange.  If  a  thousand  people,  in  a  corna 
of  our  country,  make  among  them  all  the  provi- 
sions which  they  consume,  and  in  addition  to 
these  furnish,  by  their  industry,  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollaiB  worth  of  broad  doth,  it  does  not  ap- 
pear thatthey  add  more  to  the  wraith  of  the  State 
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tban  the  came  numbei  of  people  would  do  distrib- 
uted among  theeraploymenis  of  merchauts,  sailors, 
and  farmers,  who,  after  supporting  tbemselres, 
ahould  eichange  the  surplua  productioos  of  a  paxt 
of  them  (enhanced  in  value  by  the  other  part  which 
transports  and  exchanges  tnem)  for  the  same 
amount  of  one  hundred  thousand  dolUra  in  broad 
clotb,  the  same  value  of  the  same  article.  If.  bf 
high  duties  or  by  positive  laws  we  could  f6rce  IheEe 
merchants  and  seamen  to  stay  at  borne,  and  their 
capital  and  industry  should  produce,  as  before,  the 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars  worth  of  broad 
cloth,  the  article,  aliboush  fabricated  In  the  coun- 
try, would  not  more  be  me  result  of  American  in- 
dustry (for  the  purpose  of  this  argument)  than  if 
it  had  been  obtained  by  the  other  process  of  mari- 
time adveocure.  It  is  quite  natural  to  consider  the 
foreign  manufacture  as  entirely  the  product,  and 
its  purchase  as  the  encouragement  of  foreign  in- 
dustry. But  bow  did  we  set  itl  Whatever  may 
be  the  amount  of  foreign  ubrics  which  are  spread 
oyer  our  country,  if  it  be  the  industry  of  Europe 
which  produces,  it  is  the  ioduslry  of  America 
which  acquires  them. 

The  industry  employed  in  commerce,  then,  is 
American  industry,  and  the  acquisition  even  of 
foreign  fabrics  i^  ine  result  of  American  industry 
and  Its  encouragement.  He  should  have  an  op- 
portunity of  illustrating  this  view  when  he  came 
to  treat  of  a  branch  of  trade  which  the  biU  before 
the  House  proscribed — be  meant  the  East  India 
trade.  He  could,  for  the  presenU  observe  only  that 
the  importation  of  foreign  fabrics  acquired  by 
American  industry,  if  they  were  furnished  at  a 
lower  price  than  our  manufacturers  could  afford 
to  sell  at,  produced  the  same  loss  and  the  ame 
benefit  as  the  introduction  of  any  new  machinery, 
or  of  any  simpler  process  which  would  lessen  the 
expense  of  fabrication.  In  employing  the  saw 
mill  or  the  spinning  jenny,  we  acted  upon  the 
same  principleof  getting  what  we  wanted  as  cheap 
as  we  could,  and  we  produced  the  same  distress  in 
throwing  out  of  employment  the  persons  whose 
ruder  industry  could  not  stand  this  new  competi- 
tion. There  was  one  admission,  however,  which 
he  frankly  made;  the  effect  opon  home  industry 
■was  the  same  of  improved  machinery  or  of  foreign 
trade — but  the  trade  which  benefited  ourselves 
benefited  also  the  country,  whose  wants  we  sup- 
plied, or  whose  products  we  consumed.  Let  this 
objection  have  whatever  weight  it  was  entitled  to. 
Ita  principle  was  not  >o  much  anti-commercial  h4 
anti-social. 

In  encouraging,  then,  the  manufactures  of  the 
country  by  duties  upon  importation,  his  friend  from 
Delaware  would  do  the  very  thing  which  he  meant 
to  avoid — he  would  promote  one  branch  of  Amer- 
ican industry  at  the  expense  of  another.  But  whe- 
ther this  control  of  individual  industry  was  right, 
he  meant  to  leave  to  the  arguments  or  bis  friends 
from  Virginia.  It  bad  been  said  that  the  plan  of 
encouragme  particular  branches  of  industry  had 
been  applira  to  commerce  as  well  as  manufactures. 
This  was  no  decbive  recommendation  of  it.  If 
the  nation  had  been  taxed  to  encourage  commerce, 
it  was  a  poor  indemnity,  (it  was  not  exactly  a 


of  errors.)  that  it  should  be  taxed  for 
the  support  of  manufactures.  There  was,  too, 
somelittle  difference  between  the  two  cases.  Taxes 
for  ihesupportof  Government  were  laid  upon  com- 
merce; these  were  paid  by  the  consumers  of  for* 
eign  merchandise,  and  whatever  the  expenses  on 
account  of  commerce  may  have  been,  they  were 
expenses  which  commerce  herself  was  made  to 
pay.  The  merchant,  or  the  purchaser  of  foreign 
articles,  received,  if  you  please,  some  relief  from 
the  credit  which  was  allowed  upon  the  payment  of 
duties;  but  he  certainly  received  nothing  irom  coo- 
tributions  which  were  paid  by  any  Other  class  in 
the  community. 

Exclusive  advantages,  indeed,  have  been  given 
to  the  navigating  interest.  The  principal  interest 
of  it  was  the  monopoly  of  the  coasting  trade.,  This 
was  connected  wiln  considerations  of  defence,  not 
of  profit — to  support  not  our  merchants,  but  out 
navv.  But  what  was  the  extent  of  the  bounty^ 
In  the  direct  trade  with  the  first  navigating  coun- 
try in  the  world  (England)  our  ships  obtained, 
without  any  discrimination  in  the  duties,  the  larger 
part  of  the  navigation.  Could  the  ships  of  foreign 
nations,  unable  successfully  to  compete  with  ours 
in  foreign  trade,  have  carried  on  the  coasting  trade 
on  lower  terms  than  our  own?  No  other  interest 
has  contributed  a  bounty  to  commerce^  and  the 
discrimination  in  favor  of  American  navigation,  in, 
the  only  inslanoes  in  which  it  could  be  expected 
to  o[»erate,  (if  it  ever  operated  at  all,)  was  a  disr. 
crimination  of  ten  per  cent. 

The  encouragement  of  manufactures  in  the  mode 
proposed,  whemer  the  thing  were  right  ot  wroiu;, 
must  produce  two  effects — the  one,  that  of  with- 
drawing labor  and  capital  from  commerce  or  ag- 
riculture, and  thus  enlarging  the  whole  amount 
employed  in  manufactmes — the  other,  that  of 
effecting  the  distribution  of  labor  and  capital  among 
the  different  branches  of  manufactures  themselves. 
He  would  say  nothing  of  the  first  effect,  but  the 
second  most  be  allowed  to  be  one  of  unmixed 
injury.  Admit  that  it  is  our  interest  to  manufac- 
ture articles  which  we  could  procure  at  cheaper 
rates  from  abroad,  itmust  bestulmore  our  interest 
to  manufacture  such  as  prove  themselves  adapted 
to  our  circumstances  by  oeing  able  to  bear  foreign 
competition.  Our  capital  and  labor  are  limilM, 
and,  in  directing  the  largest  amount  of  these  into 
branches  which  require  most  encouragement,  we 
really  di  vert  them  from  those  into  which  they  would 
Sow  with  most  advantage.  Thus,  every  branch 
of  industry  which  is  entirfly  safe  from  foreign  com- 
petition, and  in  respect  to  which  protecting  duties 
may  be  considered  as  nominal,  must  be  injured  by 
the  encouragement  of  those  which  draw  from  them 
their  resources  of  capital  and  labor.  We  have 
many  branches  of  industry  among  those  which 
may  be  expected  to  be  first  established  in  every 
country,  which  seem  not  to  be  more  prosperous  now 
than  they  were  thirty  years  ago,oor  are  the  articles 
which  they  furnish  by  any  means  at  so  low  a  price. 
What  are  called  the  mechanic  arts  are  genendty 
in  this  class.  Why  is  this  so?  Because  Govern- 
ment, in  fact,  bids  against  them ;  because  the  op- 
eration of  this  system  of  duties  must  be  relativs^ 
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and,  in  encoafagiDg  one  branch  of  industry,  we 
set^essarily  discourage  another.  Look  at  the  iron 
msBOfactory  bs  a  proof  oflhis.    It  is  said  to  want 

Set  further  enconragement,  recently  as  the  duties 
B'^e  been  raised,  and,  it  is  true,  (he  had  the  proof 
of  it  upon  his  table,)  that  the  profits  of  the  irim- 
master  were  greater  before  the  Revolution'  than 
they  had  been  for  sorae  past  years ;  erealer  when 
our  capittd  and  population  were  smaU,  and  foreign 
competition  unrestricted,  than  when  all  these  cir- 
enmstances  were  changed  in  our  favor.  To  all 
that  industry,  whether  agricultural  or  manufactu- 
ring, which  IS  safe  from  foreign  competition,  the 
S]rstem  of  "  encouraging  domestic  industrv"  can 
jpye  no  advantage,  but  it  mtist  share  in  the  burden 
without  participatm^  in  the  profits.  We  exported 
the  last  year,  he  believed,  manufactured  ^oods  to 
the  amount  of  three  millions.  The  establishments 
which  fiunished  these  could  not  gain  by  duties 
npon  importation ;  but  their  expenses  would  be 
increased,  though  their  profits  could  not. 

Mr.  L.  enlarged  for  some  time  upon  this  subji 
and  attempted  to  show  that  the  system  of  laymg  a 
high  duty  upon  every  process  of  manufacture  must 
firequeotly  produce  this  effect ;  that,  to  encourage 
a  iDBnnfactut«  which  employs  but  a  small  number 
of  hands,  and  is  comparatively  unimportant,  we 
may  raise  so  high  the  price  of  an  article  which 
Amports  the  Industry  and  subserves  Che  comfort  of 
a  fcrge  class  of  the  community,  as^  produce  gen- 
eral Inconvenience.  He  appealed  not  to  theory  but 
to  fact.  We  were  anxious  in  1816  to  encourage 
the  rolling  of  copper.  We  did  so,  atd  laid  a  duty 
tipon  co^r  in  sheets.    Our  plan  has,  in  part,  auc- 


i  sheets.    Our  plan  hi 

ceeded.  Twoestablishmentshavebeeri 

which  are  said  to  employ  fifty-four  workmen ;  and 
it  is  computed  that  four  thousand  industrious  men, 
the  braziers  who  work  up  this  copper,  (whose  in- 
(hlstiT'  even  he^an  to  furnish  articles  for  exporta- 
tion,) have  suffered  heavy  and  general  injury, 
which  has  extended  to  all  their  customers — to  a 
large  portion  of  the  community. 

The  view  on  which  peculiar  reliance  appeared 
Co  be  placed  for  the  defence  of  this  bill  was  that 
Vhich  was  connected  with  the  alleged  failure  of 
our  policy  hitherto  in  respect  both  to  the  industry 
aaS  revenue  of  the  country.  He  had  heard  these 
arguments  with  surprise.  He  should  hcreaHer 
ihakesomeobseryationsupona  comparison  between 
Ottr  Import  dutiesaudthos^  of  thenationsofEurope. 
Btit,  was  it  enough  to  condemn  our  policy  that  it 
icns  not  European  1  It  is  yet  more  true  of  internal 
taxes  than  of  impost,  that  the  nations  of  Europe 
lire  very  far  in  advance  of  us.  Their  establish- 
ments of  other  kinds  differ  more  than  their  tariSa 
from  thoseof  the  United  Sutes.  We  had  ventured, 
however  rash  it  might  be  thought,  "  lo  adopt  prin- 
ciples which  had  not  been  tested"  by  their  experi- 
Soce.  And,  had  we  suffered  for  our  temerity  ? 
Had  our  experiment  really  failed  ?  What  nation 
in  Efirope  had  advanced  more  rapidly  to  prosperity 
and  wealth  by  the  most  successful  wars,  than  had 
the  United  States  without  a  conquest,  by  the  mere 
development  and  natural  growth  of  their  resources? 
L«t  their  policy  be  chan^  if  it  must  be  so,  but  let 
hem  Dot  be  ungratefhl  to  the  wisdom  which  bad 


directed,  to  the  Providence  which  had  favored 
tbem.  The  nominal  value  of  property  might 
change ;  the  currency  might  rise  or  drpreciate ; 
but  a  population  quadrupled  in  less  than  fifty  years, 
and  a  production  increased  in  a  yet  larger  pnipor- 
tion,  furnished  no  evidence  to  condemn  the  scheme 
under  which  security  had  resulted.  Independently 
of  the  protection  of  property,  which  our  Jaws  af- 
forded, the  principal  cause  or  a  growth  so  extra- 
ordinary must  be  found  in  the  high  rewards  of 
labor.  In  new  countries,  where  land  is  yet  not 
fully  appropriated,  labor  always  obtains  a  hi^ 
price  in  the  raw  produce  of  the  earth,  and  generaOy 
hnt  a  small  one  in  manufactured  articles.  It  has 
been  the  happy  peculiarity  of  our  sitnation  and  of 
our  policy  that  the  laborer  has  obtained  as  lai^ 
an  amount  as  any  where  else  of  the  necessaries 
which  agriculturefumishes,  and  a  much  larger  one 
of  the  comforts  which  manufactures  provide.  The 
statesmen  may  mar  his  condition,  but  cannot  mend 
it.  He  cannot  raise  his  wages  estimated  in  the 
prodnce  of  the  earth,  and  by  a  large  foreign  import 
he  must  lower  his  wages  if  you  estimate  them  in 
the  manufactures  which  he  must  consume. 

But  our  scheme  of  revenue  has  failed.  The 
House  would  have  hereafter  a  belter  opportunity 
of  examining  this  subject  than  they  now  have. 
He  would  not  represent  the  state  of  the  revenue 
as  prosperous — but  perhaps  it  was  a  proof  that  the 
prosperity  of  a  few  years  had  rendered  our  expec- 
tations unreasonable,  that  We  looked  almost  with 
dismay  upon  the  finances  of  a  year,  in  which,  if 
we  deductwhat  we  propose  to  borrow,  from  What 
wepayofputdic  debt,  there  will  still  be  an  amount 
of  debt  extinguished,  of  upwards  of  two  millions 
and  a  half  (about  half  of  which  will  be  Mississippi 
stock. 1  After  paying  every  current  expense,  and 
applying  large  sums  m  increasing  the  Navy  and 
fortifications  of  the  country,  we  should  owe  Itss 
by  upwards  of  two  millions  and  a  half,  on  the  1st 
of  January,  1831,  than  we  did  on  the  1st  of  last 
January.'  He  did  not  think,  that  the  prospects  of 
sue ceeaing'y  ears,  (looking  to  the  average  of  severml 
years)  were  as  bad  as  they  had  been  represented, 
unless  they  were  made  so  by  this  bill.  IT  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  proposed  to  open  new 
sources  of  revenue,  his  scheme  would  deserve  the 
examination  of  the  House.  But,  if  Mr.  h.  under- 
stood hb  plan,  it  was  founded  on  a  notion  Which 
was  erroneous  in  its  principle,  and  must  be  oppres- 
sive in  its  application. 

The  revenuewhich  the  impost  furnishes,  is  paid 
by  the  consumer,  and  not  by  the  merchant.  It  is 
raid  in  the  enhanced  price  of  the  article  which  he 
buys.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  seems 
to  think,  that,  if,  by  excluding  this  article,  he  is 
forced  to  consume  only  the  domestic  fabric,  the 
Government,  which  has  not  received  its  accustomed 
duty  upon  the  importation  of  foreign,  may  collect 
the  same  amount  Dy  an  excise  upon  domestic  ar- 


iUion  and  «  half  would  bs  borrowed.  If  tha 
loan,  u  ■ppeui  non  to  be  probtble,  ahould  be  of  Ihre* 
miUiona,  Ui«  •dual  reduction  of  debt  in  the  jear  1830 
Will  be  only  one  million. 
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tidw  "  The  maney  haa  not  been  earned  out  of 
the  oodntiy."  I^  iadeed,  by  ceasing  to  impoit  the 
£ueig»  fabric,  the  domcatic  aitide  is  furniahed  to 
.the  cooaumer  at  a  lower  price,  he  Buy  pay  a  tax 
upon  it — but  the  tax  which  was  paid  u  toe  jiuce 
ot  the  article  i«  not  reduced  by  ite  exeluaion ;  it  is, 
indeed,  so  £u  as  the  fiumeruconcenied,  increased — 
be  pays  nore  Sot  the  artidea  which  he  bnya  ;  his 
«[wi»e*  Bie  grcftter ;  hia  clear  revenae  lew.  le 
mse  any  leMcdcnutiu  by  which,  unilei  these  ciz- 
cnniBiaiicei,  uis  al>ility  to  pay  Uxei  cui  be  io- 
creMed?  You  tell  him  thai  he  paid  before  a  cef- 
taiii  (ax  to  the  Gorernment,  and  that  he  does  not 
payitnow;  he  atuwersym,  that  he  pays  a  higher 
tax,  because  he  pays  a.  luf^hei  pace  sow  than  be 
did  fmmerly,  and  that  it  is  not  his  fault  that  thj^ 
tax  ipWE  into  the  pocket  of  the  manuiacturer,  and 
not  uto  the  public  Treasury.  If,  in  addition  to 
the  exolosion  of  4he  foreign  article,  you  lay  an  ex- 
.oise  (qun  the  domestic  prodvet,  it  is  eridknt  that 
the  country  must  pay  a  double  tax,  although  the 
'GoTemment  will  not  reeeiTs  it.  It  is  hardly  pos- 
aUe,  bowever,  to  mfon  upon  this  subject.  The 
ability  to  pay  taxes  nuut  be  diminished  by  eyay 
diiag  which  adds  to  the  expenses  (as  the  exclusion 
of  foreign  goods  must  do)  of  those  who  are  to  pay 
them. 

8twiething  had  been  said  of  the  expenses  of  col- 
lecting a  duty  upon  domeattc  goods,  and  Ibe  highar 
expense  of  ^^^f!llll^^llg  foreign  gooia  seemed  to  he 
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t  gentlemen  admit  that  the  jmiposition  of 
hia  tkiends  firom  Virginia,  thai  indiridnals  wooU 
purane  Aat  coarse  of  iitdusCry  which  would  be 
inoet  woAtable  to  ihauselTea  and  the  coiuMit, 
VKKild  DC  trae,  if  odtar  nBtions,as  wdl  as  we,  wookl 
" learc  trade  toitself."  Theu  concession  was  in- 
judicious. If  all  nations  admitted  a  free  trade,  the 
argomenta  for  nttricticui  tax  our  part  would  be^ 
just  the  sBHic  as  they  ue  no^r.  What  would  be 
the  induoemencs  to  as  to  admit  this  trade  7  That 
It  furnished  us  io  exchange  for  prodacu  which  to 
ns  ware  worth  a  lumdred  millions,  peodueta  which 
were  worth  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions ;  that 
what  ira  bought  was  wacih  mate  to  w  than  what 
we  kAA  ;  and  if  those  nations  could  not  or  would 
not  buy  the  hundred  mfllions,  if  they  conM  not  or 
wmld  nut  boy  more  than  fifty  or  twenty  loillions, 
the  argument  would  still  be  unchanged  eren  in  ks 
fiirm.  However  reduced  might  be  the  amount  of 
trade,  it  must  still  consist  in  an  exchange  of  what 
we  wanted  leas,  for  what  we  wanted  mcce.  in 
this  Tiew  of  the  qaestion,  which  appeai«d  to  him 
a  vary  snuple  one,  it  was  not  necessary  to  remark 
I^KHl  the  argument,  thatour  sn|^y  of  agticnltival 
prodaoe  would  grow  in  a  mod)  htgtt  ptopoition 
than  the  demand  of  Ban^  or  its  po|>ula(icHi.  It 
mi^  be  bcMr  fa  ns  tint  theii  demand  should 
giDw  more  ra^dly,  but  if  it  would  be  to  our  ad- 
TUitage  to  supply  a  great  demand,  it  was  to  our 
adrantage,  too,  toougn  in'  a  smaUra  degree,  to  siq»- 
jily  CTen  a  less  demand.  This  diSarence  howerer 
111  the  agrieultnial  produce  which  we  should 
azport,  and  the  foreign  donand  for  it,  might  he 
aiBceled  to  have  been  illustmled  by  expenenoc,B£ 
arell  as  dereloped  t^  theory.  What  waa  the  fiu;t  7 


All  ateiit  that  the  prt^oitiDn  of  out  industry,  ok- 
ployed  to  produce  breadstufia  for  foreign  connuui^ 
tion,  oacht  to  bear  a  continually  lessening  propw- 
tion  Io  Uie  general  industry  of  the  counlry.  But 
is  it  necessary  that  the  QoTemment  ahcnild  intco- 
fere  to  prereot  the  inordiaate  increase  in  the  qiian- 
ttly  of  piorisions  which  we  export,  m  can  the  peo- 
pfe  manage  that  matter  without  our  interfereacel 
Whoerer  will  uke  the  trouble  to  examine  the  ao- 
coont  of  our  exports  for  twenty  years  past  will  find 
that,  while  the  products  of  oui  industry  at  Ikmm 
have  i^c^hly  quadn^ded,  our  exportation  of  ma- 
visions  has  not  increased  at  all.  It  is  not,  then, 
ueceBsary  tltat  we  ahould  force,  by  legislation,  the 
industry  of  the  country  into  any  new  direottun,  in 
order  to  pteYcnl  it  from  glutting  the  com  manat 
of  Europe. 
Mr.  L  said  that  he  would  return  for  a  moment 
the  consideration  of  ^e  question,  how  &H  (he 
pi»priety  "of  leaving  things  to  themaelves,"  was 
afiected  by  (he  oj^kmHc  system  which  was  pnnued 
by  foteign  Powers.  If  Gbina  should  by  law  a^nit 
all  our  produce,  manufactoced  or  agri<ndtqn^  it  is 
plain  t3u»gh  that  we  could  not  advantageous 
send  there  any  which  we  do  not  now  send.  la- 
deed,  he  did  not  know  that  she  prohibited  any  of 
our  jKoduce,  but  if  sbe  did  the  prohiUtion  was 
nominal,  and  it  was  evident  that  its  removal  eotM 
not  change  the  policy  which  it  was  our  intncM  Io 
pnraie.  But  perhape  China  bdonged  to  a  s{toe 
of  industry  too  difiosnt  from  ours,  for  the  ai^Uca- 
tion  of  these  princiides.  Would  tha  admiaeion  of 
the  ptodactt  of  our  mduatty  by  the  nalionaof  S«- 
rope  justify,  in  the  estimation  of  the  friends  of  this 
biU,  Ue  reciprocal  aikniesion  of  theifs  ?  (X  what 
avail  would  it  be  to  us  that  Engbud  should  ow- 
soit  10  t^e  our  manuiactures  1  An  eogagemwt 
to  do  so  would  "  keep  its  promise  to  the  ear,  bvt 
break  i(  to  the  sense."  Our  breadstuff  nhe  (akca 
no  w  only  what  wheat  is  above  (en  ahiUiuga,  y^ta, 
by  the  by,  it  is  most  our  interest  to  sell  it.  Sup- 
pose her  laws  pecmiued  its  importation  whw  the 
price  was  low;  would  any  friAd  of  the  bill  avvw 
that  this  policy,  which  woidd  mal«  the  e«tabUah- 
ment  of  manmnctares  hoe  a  niatter  of  aontewhat 
more  difficulty,  would  incline  him  to  dispnaewiih 

Kotectiug  duties  in  iavor  of  our  manufactaces? 
e  put  it  to  the  candor  of  his  fidaidBon  theothiv 
side,  to  say  whether  they  would  consent  to  a  treaty 
by  which  the  raw  produce  of  America  and  die 
manufactures  of  England  should  be  exchannd 
without  duiyl  They  would  not  Their  objec- 
tions to  an  intercourse  unburdened  by  dudes, 
would  be  still  stronger  than  they  now  are,  if  Bn- 
rope,  in  affiirding  abetter  market  for  our  ag^icnl- 
viae,  should  oppose  MiU  stronger  difflcuKies  to  the 
ealabUahment  of  maQufaeturee. 

Yet  it  was  titie  th^  those  who  wiahed  to 
itapoae  heavier  dutiea  or  prohibitions  upon  fooeifn 
manuftftKes,  allegad  tuit,  by  doing  ao,  the  pnce 
ot  aniculnual  produce  would  be  raised.  It  was 
equ^ly  tnw,  and  more  strong  that  a  gnat  taaay 
good  pecqile,  intereeted  in  agncnlture,  had  hdiered 
the  allegation.  The  o'ror  was  suacqitible  of  fiwy 
re&tation.  If,  indeed,  the  allegation  wtte  jurt, 
the  manufoctuier  would    gain  nothing    by  die 
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ehkoge.  If  the  prices  of  what  he  boTi  uid  kUb 
rise  ID  the  same  proportioo,  he  mij ht  u  well  leave  . 
everything  as  il  is.  But  the  ootioa  that  the  en-  I 
cottragement  of  manufactures  will  gi*e  a  ^ood ' 
flrice  to  the  prodactiona  of  agricolture  is  entirely  ' 
KUacioDs.    Wl  ^     -•     .  —  --■-   .- 


iVhateTer  may  oe  the  domeatic  de- 
mand lOT  our  srain^  the  :<upplir  wilt  exceed  it. 

Aa  loDK  as  there  u  good  land  occapietj,  the  price 
of  iu  produoe,  if  there  be  no  foreign  demand,  will 
exceed  by  itij  little  the  Talne  ot  the  labor  em- 
'^yed  in  obtaming  it.  Such  must  be  the  cue  of 
a  permanent  embaigo.    Bat  when  there  is  an  ex- 

Grt  trade,  although  the  quantity  exported  may 
at  a  sumII  proportion  to  that  which  u  consnmed 
in  the  conntrjr,  the  price  of  that  small  proportioti 
mnit  determine  that  of  the  whole.  He  did  not 
«y  thai  this  was  a  reasonable  theory,  but  a  noto- 
Tiou  fact  It  waa  a  ;dain  deduction  from  these 
ininciples  that,  in  an  extensive  and  thinly  peopled 
country,  rettrictions  npon  trade  would  raise  the 
price  of  manufactures,  but  not  of  grain.  In  a  pop- 
ulous and  fully  cultivated  country  they  would  raise 
the  ^riee  of  grain,  and  not  of  manufactures.  The 
last  IS  the  situation  of  England ;  the  first  that  of 
the  United  States. 

Bat  the  opinion  that  the  establishment  of  man- 
ttfactores  would  secure  a  good  price  for  our  agri- 
eolturmt  produce,  had  made  so  many  converts, 
tiiat  it  would  be  interesting  to  inquire  into  the 
causes  which  had  producM  it.  He  could  not 
dwell  npon  the  subject.  Bot,whenmannfactories 
and  banks  were  esublished  contempoianeaudy, 
(and  this  association  he  believed  not  to  be  uncom- 
mon;) when  manufactories  were  established  by  the 
aid  of  borrowed  capital,  and  a  promise  expenditure 
produced  a  local  depreciation,  the  same  effect  was 
producad  upon  prices  as  an  emission  of  paper 
money  would  have  done.  Everybody  was  wiUine 
to  spend ;  everybody  began  to  improve  and  build,' 
and  industry  was  stimulated  to  extraordinary  ac- 
tivity, as  it  always  is.  by  a  depreciating  currency. 
The  remarks  which  ne  had  made  a  few  moments 
BiDce,  were  enough  to  show  how  perfectly  illusory 
all  duties  upon  importation  must  prove  for  the  pro- 
tection of  onr  agricnitural  industry.  Tbe  price 
of  our  agricultural  productsmutt  be  determined  by 
that  part  of  them  which  is  exported,  and  must  in 
consequence  be  absolutely  impacted  by  duties,  or 
even  prohibitions.  Qentlemea  might,  therefore, 
lay  duties,  or  withdraw  them  from  cotton,  wheat, 
or  tobacco,  and  they  would  change  nothing  bnl 
the  words  of  their  statute  book. 

If  it  were  ever  right  that  Gkivemment  should 
impose  its  duties,  with  a  view  to  the  encourage- 
ment  of  particular  branches  of  industry,  Mr.  L. 
■aid  he  had  always  believed  that  the  two  most 
reasonable  modes  of  doing  it  were  these:  either 
to  lay  a  very  small  and  equal  duty  upon  all 
manufacUtes,  which  would  leave  ine  relative 
indncement  to  engage  in  each  imchanged^  or  to 
determine  upon  a  very  few  branches,  which  the 
Qoverament  supposed  to  be  best  adapted  to  the 
aituatioa  of  the  country,  or  most  necessary  to  its 
mterest,  and  leaving  others  untaxed,  /if  revenue 
permitted  it,)  to  direct  the  capital  and  labor  of  the 
WKintry  to  these  objects,  whm  they  might  form  a 


sufficient  security  against  an  exoenive  rin  of 
prices.  The  last  was  the  more  vigorous  plan; 
perhaps  it  was  the  wiser  one.  Yet  it  was  best 
adapted  to  a  condition  very  different  from  that  of 
the  United  States ;  he  meant  that  of  an  enlight- 
ened government  and  an  ignorant  people. 

Whatever  were  the  enooaragemeats  whieh 
should  he  afforded  to  manofoctores,  it  had  always 
hitherto  been  nii^osed  that  these  were  r««ruircd  to 
be  greatest  at  their  firat  establishment.  The  na- 
sonug  of  his  friend  from  Delaware  snpported  this 
eonclnsion.  Hr.  Hamilton  had  Miid  distinctly, 
that,  where  any  branch  of  industry  continued  long 
to  require  a  bounty,  it  afforded  proof  that  tfa«n 
were  obstacles  to  its  establishment  which  would 
make  it  unwise  to  persevere  in  it.  Yet  our  system 
was  not  to  continue  bounties,  but  to  increase 


importations  above  eiportationsj  in  order  to  diow 
that  it  was  necessary  to  interfere,  and  prevent 
the  people  from  buying  more  than  they  could 
payfor.  He  had  hoped  that  this  subject  had  been 
put  to  rest  by  his  friends. from  Virginia.  An  ex- 
cesnre  importation  may,  indeed,  take  place  for  a 
vear,  although  the  price  will  usually  be  so  much 
lowered  by  it  that  tne  amount  of  sates  of  a  large 
may  not  be  greater  than  would  have  been  thoseof 
a  small  importation.  This  disproportion,  how- 
ever, between  the  supply  and  demand,  between 
the  sales  and  the  means  of  payment,  can  continue 
but  a  short  time.  The  price  of  American  stocks 
here  and  in  England,  the  presetat  rate  of  exchange 
sufficiently  prove  that  onr  intoference  is  anneces- 


le)  to  adjust  the  balance  oi  pafments  between 


So  much  had  been  raid  of  this  balance  of  im- 
portation above  exports,  that  he  might  be  excused 
for  another  remark.  Gentlemen  knew  the  cor- 
rections (and  among  them,  those  required  l^  a 
consideration  of  the  profits  of  freight,  commiasion, 
and  trade)  which  ought  to  beapplwd  to  our  cnstom- 
honse  accounts.  These  corrections  would  vary  the 
balance  very  much,  but  they  would  leave  a  residt 
in  which  he  should  feel  little  confidence.  Thoe 
is,  indeed,  a  view  veir  different  from  that  whieh 
the  friends  of  the  bill  have  taken.  The  balance  of 
importations  above  exports,  for  a  series  of  years, 
may  not  only  be  considered  astheproof  of  a  profit- 
able trade^  Mit  the  measure  of  its  profit.  Our  trade 
with  foreign  natitms  is  one  in  which  we  olMin 
their  produce  in  return  for  onr  produce  or  our 
labor,  and  the  more  valuable  their  produce  is,  the 
better  bargain  we  have  made.  We  should  not,  as 
individuals,  think  it  the  evidence  of  unsuccessful 
businesB  that  we  obtained  in  exchange  ftn  an 
article  worth  hut  81,000,  one  which  was  worth 
2,000.  Yet  this  is  exactly  the  thing  which  is 
called  by  politicians  an  un&vorable  balance  of 
trade.  In  such  a  system,  if  the  vesseb  whidk 
carry  out  your  pronuctions,  and  ate  owned  by 
your  merchants,  are  sunk  in  the  sea.  or  carried  to 
a  market  where  their  sales  pay  only  their  expenses, 
no  returns  can  be  made,  the  balaneo  becomes  voy 
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ftTorable,  BDd  die  politician  a  mtisfied.  If  the 
csrgoes  reach  a  maikei  which  raaUes  the  mer- 
chuit  to  bring  back  Urge  returas,  the  balance  of 
trade  becomes  nnfarorane.  A  permanent  balance 
of  importatioQ,  (in  a  nation  that  has  no  mines,) 
most  always  be  rdOTed  to  the  profits  of  ita  biui- 
Mss.  It  was  diflfcrent  with  the  excess  of  a  single 
year.  This,  however,  when  it  required  correction, 
would,  as  hia  friends  obsetTed,  always  be  corrected 
br  the  intererts  of  trada  without  the  interposition 
at  the  GoTeroment.  Coald  it  be  necessarr  that 
we  should  interfere  by  law  to  diminish  importa- 
tions, at  the  moment  when  we  see  that  an  unpar~ 
alleled  reduction  is  effecting  without  our  inter- 
ference? The  importation  of  the  last  quarter  of 
die  year  1819,  was  not  more  than  two-thirds  of 
diat  of  the  corresponding  quarter  of  'IS. 

Mr.  L.  said  that,  in  tlie  detached  observations 
which  he  had  offered,  he  had  endeavored  to  re- 
move the  impression  which  some  of  the  general 
argaments  ot  the  friends  of  the  bill  had  made. 
The  propositions  which,  to  his  mind,  it  appeared 
necessary  that  they  shonld  establish,  they  aid  not 
prove— Uiey  scarcely  noticed.  Grant  tnat  it  is 
right  that  the  Government  should  encourage  all 
the  manufactures  of  the  country,  that  considerable 
duties  shoold  be  laid  upon  the  importation  of  every 
article  which  «an  compete  with  our  own  fabrics. 
This  we  have  done  already.  He  believed  that 
there  was  now  no  nation  in  the  world  which,  in 
proportion  to  its  income,  paid  so  great  a  bounty  to 
Its  manufacturers,  as  the  United  States.  Had  it 
ever  been  contended,  not  merely  that  manufac- 
tures should  be  encourased,  but  that  the  bounty  to 
be  given  should  not  be  limited  by  any  determined 
relation  to  the  necessity  of  the  manufacture,  or  the 
fair  profits  of  the  mannfacturer?  This  mode  of 
defending  the  bill  was,  perhaps,  judicious;  it  was 
certainly  embarra»<ing  to  its  opponents.  Ifou  say 
that  it  is  important  to  encourage  ifae  manufacture 
of  cotton.  Be  it  so.  We  know  that,  however  it 
be  disguised,  this  can  be  done  only  at  the  expense 
of  the  other  classes  of  society.  Is  it  not  proper  to 
inquire  what  expense  is  nGces.sBry;  what  would 
be  adequate?  l^e  operation  of  a  protecting  duty 
was  simple,  but  he  mast  detain  the  House  for  a 
few  moments  upon  the  subject,  trite  and  familiar 
OS  it  was.    Where  duties  are  laid  upon  the  im- 

Sirtation  of  articles  of  a  kind  which  is  not  pro- 
uced  within  the  country,  the  additional  price 
which  is  paid  by  the  community  is  received  into 
the  public  treasury,  with  a  deduction  only  for  the 
costs  of  collection.  Where  a  duty  is  laid  upon  the 
importation  of  an  article  which  is  produced  within 
the  country,  it  will  cause  the  same  rise  in  its  price 
as  in  the  former  case;  but,  of  the  additional  sum 
which  is  paid  by  the  community,  a  part  will  be  re- 
ceived by  the  Government  and  a  part  by  the  manu- 
facturer or  producer  of  the  domestic  article.  If, 
for  instance,  one  hundred  million  of  pounds  of 
sugar  were  consumed  annually  in  the  United 
States,  and  three-fourths  of  this  amount  were  fur- 
nished by  domestic  industry,  an  additional  duty  of 
one  cent  the  pound  would  cause  die  consumers  of 
iogar  throughont  the  country  to  pay  one  million 
of  doUtn  more  in  the  price  of  me  article,  dian 


they  would  otherwise  do — would  impose  upon  the 
people  a  new  tax  of  one  million ;  bu^  of  this  sum, 
less  than  $250,000  would  be  received  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  ST50.000  by  the  sugar  planter. 

The  difference  Wlween  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  and  himself,  in  respect  to  the  in- 
formation on  which  a  tariff  should  be  founded, 
was  explained  by  this  case.  He  thought,  if  Con- 
gress determined  to  encourage  the  production  of 
sugar  hy  an  additional  bonnty,  that  it  was  bound 
carefully  to  inquire  what  sum  was  necessary  for 
this  object.  To  justify  the  tax,  it  was  necessary 
to  determine  that  the  nation  had  such  an  interest 
in  the  establishment  of  the  additional  sugar  plan- 
tations to  which  the  bill  was  expected  to  give  rise^ 
that  it  was  worth  its  while  to  contribute  aunaally 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  their 
support,  and  that  a  contribution  of  less  than  seven 
hundred  and  fitly  thousand  dollars  would  not  caiue 
their  establishment.  If  the  bounty  in  question 
were  greater  than  the  valueof  the  object  justified, 
in  any  rational  view  of  public  policy,  we  appli^ 
the  money  of  the  country  injudiciously  ;  but  if  a 
less  bounty  would  produce  the  effect  which  we 
desired,  we  gave  it  away  without  object  and  with- 
out excuse.  It  was  in  this  view  that  be  had  asked 
the  Committee  of  Manufactures  information  to 
show  what  were  the  duties  upon  foreign  importa- 
tion which  would  give  to  our  manufacturers  a 
reasonable  profit  on  Ukeir  capital  and  labor.  Every 
thing  beyond  this  was  not  a  liberal  encouragement 
of  roanufecCures,  but  a  profuse  and  capricious  do- 
nation of  the  public  money.  Suppose  that  the 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  which, 
on  the  supposition  which  be  had  made,  were  given 
to  the  sngor  planters,  instead  of  being  paid  to  them 
by  the  consumers,  were  raised  by  a  direct  tax,  and 
then  paid  as  a  bounty  out  of  Ihe  public  Treasury. 
This  would  form  no  distinction  in  the  principle  of 
the  donation.  Mr.  Hamilton  had  said,  with  pet^ 
feet  correctness,  that  "  as  often  as  a  duty  upon  a 
'  foreign  article  makes  an  addition  to  its  price,  it 
'  causes  an  extra  expense  to  the  community  for  the 
'  benefit  of  the  domestic  manufacture.  A  bounty 
'  does  no  more."  The  information  which  he  had 
wished  was,  whether  this  bounty  was  to  be  given 
to  men  whose  profits  and  wages  were  now  len 
than  those  of  the  rest  of  the  community ;  and  what 
were  the  profits  which  it  was  estimated  that  thia 
bounty  would  procure  them ;  in  a  word,  how  much 
more  public  money  we  should  eive,and  what  was 
the  necessity  of  giving  it.  The  House,  in  rejecting 
his  resolatioD,  had  determined  that  the  mquiry 
was  useless  or  impracticable.  They  had  refused 
all  evidence  as  to  the  proper  degree  of  encourage- 
ment, and  left  the  defence  of  tlie  bill  to  the  same 
vague  considerations  which  would  support  a  duty 
of  one  hundred  per  cent,  as  well  as  one  of  forty. 
They  took  they  knew  not  how  much  from  the 
people  i  they  gave  they  knew  not  how  much  to 
Ihe  manufacturer. 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Manuftc- 
tures  had  intimated  that  information  such  as  he 
had  a^ked  had  never  been  eiven.  He  might  an* 
swer  that  it  ought  to  have  been.  But  the  chair- 
man was  mistaken.    It  bad  been.    Mr.  L.  lead 
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the  fbllawinz  seacukces  from  Mr.  Dallas's  report 
of  IB  16,  on  the  revision  of  the  tariff;  "  The  amount 
'  of  the  duties  should  be  nich.  as  will  enable  the 
'  manufacturer  to  meet  the  importer  in  the  Ameri' 
*  can  maket  upon  equal  terms  of  pto&t  and  Iobs," 
"There  still,  however,  remains  a  diversitf  of 
'  DpiitioD  as  to  the  amount  which  will  be  coiu^ 
'  teat,  and  the  aim  of  this  report  will  be  to  strike 
'  the  medium  which  appears  to  be  best  e:itab1ished 
'  liom  all  the  information  which  has  been  collect' 
'  ad."  Thissentence  proved  that  iheratcsof  duty 
proposed  in  the  report  of  1816  were  founded  on 
evidence  of  the  degree  of  encouragement  which 
would  enable  ''  the  manufaciurer  to  meet  the  im- 
porter." That  evidence  was  laid  before  the  House. 
It  coatained,  substantially,  and  indeed  much  more 
Mly  than  he  should  require  it,  all  the  infarmatioa 
in  respect  to  the  state  of  our  manufactories  ia 
1816,  which  it  was  the  olnect  of  his  resolution  to 
oUsLin  in  1620.  He  should  have  occasion  to  ad- 
Tert  to  this  information  hereafter.  It  proved  at 
least  that  the  object  of  his  resolution  was  practi- 
cable, and  had  hitherto  been  supposed  Important 
and  necessary. 

The  practical»lity  of  its  object,  too,  although 
the  Speaker  had  appeared  to  doubt  it,  had  been 
proved  by  the  statements  which  he  had  made  in 
respect  to  two  Northern  manufactories.  If  the 
House  were  determined  to  give  adequate  protec- 
tioa  to  any  braochof  manufactures,  the  aamekiud 
of  information  possessed  by  the  Speaker,  as  to  the 
inanu&ctories  of  which  he  had  spoken,  if  extended 
to  fifteen  or  twenty  others  in  diSerent  parts  of  the 
country,  would  enable  us  to  know  wliai  bounty 
Waa  necessary  and  adequate  to  their  »UM«ri.  That 
boiuity  ought  not  to  be  increased  to  maintain  the 
unskilful  and  the  improvident,  and  he  admitted 
that  (if  granted  at  all)  it  ought  not  to  be  contract- 
t4  so  as  to  afford  support  only  to  an  establishment 
which  had  peculiar  advantages  beyond  the  reach 
of  imitatioa.  He  did  not  know,  however,  of  any 
^ch  in  the  United  States.  In  examining  the  d^ 
ma  of  encouragement  which  it  is  proposed  in  this 
Gil  to  give  to  American  manuiactures,  we  were 
]iatunil&  reminded  of  the  view  which  had  baen 
takeoi  of  the  subject  by  Mr.  Hamilton,  whose  prin- 
ciples are  cooaiaered  as  soimd,  even  by  the  friends 
of^this  tariC  He,  at  least,  was  able  to  elevate  his 
view  to  the  just  importance  of  manufacturing  in- 
diutrr.  Let  us  see  theprice  which  he  piojposed  to 
piy  lor  its  support.  The  general  tenor  of  his  ar- 
gument, and  indeed  the  particular  quotation  which 
nad  been  made,  sufficiently  prove  Mr.  Hamilton's 
opinion  to  have  been,  that,  whatever  bounties  were 
given  to  doniestic  manufactures  should  be  highest 
at  first.  The  duties,  therefore,  which  he  proposed 
in  his  celebrated  report  on  tnanufactuies,  weresucfa 
as  he  thought  sufficient  then,  and  soch  as,  accord- 
ii^  to  his  principles,  ought  to  be  sufficient  now. 
In  fonning  his  opinion^  he  did  not  overlook  the 
advantages  which  the  risk  and  expeose  of  impor- 
tation from  abroad  give,  to  th^  American  manu- 
facturer. This  protection  of  distance  he  estimates 
from  fifteen  to  thirty  i^r  cent.  Mr.  L.  said  he 
would  state,  without  a  Tormal  comparison,  a  few 
of  the  duties  which  Mr.  Hamilton  proposed  for  the 


encouragement  of  manulactures.  On  taauufac- 
tures  ofleather  he  proposed  a  duty  of  71  per  cent. 
He  was  willing  thatcoitongoodsshould  be  "raised 
to  7k  pet  cent.  On  glass,  be  considered  the  duty 
of  I2i  per  cent,  as  a  considerable  encouragement, 
and  thought  th»t,  if  any  thing  further  were  given, 
it  ougt|t  to  be  by  a  direct  bounty  out  of  the  publie 
treaaury.  Ten  per  cent,  on  paper  and  gunpowder 
he  thought  a  competent  piotectionj  and  he  pro- 
posed the  same  duty  on  manufactures  of  iron  and 
crass.  His  principles  were  best  explained  bv  the 
application  which  he  had  himself  made  of  them; 
ana  the  enormiiy  of  the  bounty  which  it  was  now 
proposed  to  give  to  the  manufacturers  could  not  be 
mora  strongly  exhibited  than  by  comparing  it  with 
that  which  was  considered  as  adequate  by  so  zeal- 
ous and  able  an  advocate  of  maniuacturii^  indus- 
try as  Mr.  Qamillon.  Duties  four  times  as  great 
as  he  reconuuended  wete  now  levied  upon  many 
of  the  most  important  articles,  and  were  diacovered 
to  be  insufficient  and  nugatory. 

What  he  resetted,  Mr.  L.  said,  most,  in  the 
couree  pursued  by  the  Committee  of  Manuutcttires, 
waf^  that  they  sugge^ed  no  standard  by  which  the 
sufficiency  of  the  encouiagement  which  they  pro- 
posed could  be  tested,  and  promised,  therefore,  no 
limitation  to  the  burden  which  might  be  imposed 
upon  the  country.  The  chairman  of  tJiat  conunil- 
tee  had,  indeed,  more  than  once  directed  our  atten- 
tion to  the  duties  imposed  by  the  laws  of  Russia, 
France,  and  England — models  which  we  had  not 
yet  learned  to  imilate.  It  was  not  extraordinary 
that  governments  which  were  obliged  to  drain 
every  resource  of  revenue,  should  lay  heavier  du- 
ties upon  importation  than  we  had  done.  There 
was  no  part,  however,  of  their  system  of  eiaclioa 
in  which  we  aj^roached  so  near  them  at  in  our 
duties  upon  commerce.  In  attempting  any  cnm- 
parisoit  between  their  duties  and  those  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  it  was  obviously  necessary  to  consider 
the  di£eraice  of  our  circumstances. 

In  estimating  the  protection  aflbrded  to  national 
manuiactutes  by  duties  upon  importation,  it  waa 
not  the  absolute  amoimt  id  duty  that  constituted  a 
protection  to  the  home  manufacturer,  in  the  case 
m  which  there  was  an  internal  duty  upon  the  ai- 
licle,  but  only  the  excess  of  the  foreign  over  the 
internal  duly.  Thus  if,  in  1786,  (before  the  com- 
mercial treaty  between  France  and  England,)  the 
duty  payaUe  upon  the  importation  of  English 
hardware  into  France  had  be«i  fifiy  per  cent.,  as 
the  internal  tax  upon  French  hardware,  if  his 
memory  did  not  greatly  deceive  him,  was  about 
thirty  per  cent  on  its  value — the  true  aznmmt  of 
the  protectinK  duty  would  have  been  but  twenty 
per  cent.  The  inquirer,  &cn,  who  should  wiahto 
know  the  real  encourasement  afibrded  by  foreign 
duties,  must  autly  to  all  of  theta  the  correoUon 
deduced,  from  this  principle;  and  it  would  proba- 
bly reduce  many  of  them,  which  appeared  greatly 
to  esoeed  our  own,  to  an  amount  less  tbtm  wa« 
exacted  even  under  the  present  law  in  the  United 
States,    ^ 

The  high  duties  of  European  nalioBs,  wiien  iJmv 
wete  not  counteracted  in  the  manner  in  whien 
he  had  mentioned,  wots  miligBted  by  another  ci^ 
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enmituoe^  which  Bhoiild  not  be  Degtected  ti 
MtiK»te  or  lh«ir  burdens.  En  naiions  of  tberame 
Bge,  not  ver^  unequal  in  the  density  of  popal&tion, 
and  in  their  impTorem^nl  in  the  arts,  iftndewete 
perfectly  free,  a  large  proportion  of  ibe  necessaries 
of  life,  including  nearly  all  the  coarser  manufac- 
tures, would  be  cheapest  at  home.  A  duty  upon 
these  would,  in  such  countries,  be  nearly  nominal. 
Among  the  European  nations,  too^  if  trade  were 
free,  the  whole  amount  of  importations  would  bear 
a  much  less  proportion  lo  the  whole  income  of  the 
country  than  in  the  United  State*.  He  supposed 
it  certain  that  the  impottatioos  of  Bnglana,  com- 
nwtcial  as  ah«  was,  were  not  half  as  great,  in  ^irO' 

g)f  tion  to  her  income,  as  wece  thoK  of  the  Uuted 
tatea  at  present ;  not  wen  our  impoitaiioni  now 
by  any  means  as  la^^  in  j»oporlion  to  our  wealth, 
as  in  an  earlia  panod  of  our  exiitence.  The  dn- 
ties  which  we  pay  now  would  hara  been  inU^era- 
bl«  forty  yean  ago,  and  Enropean  duties,  howerer 
high,  upon  the  articles  imported,  do  not  fall  hearily 
upon  the  subject,  because  those  articles  form  but  a 
small  part  of  his  expenses. 

If  he  did  not  exaggerate  the  deductiotis,  which 
the  considerations  miich  he  had  mentioned  re- 
quired us  to  make  firom  the  daties  of  foreign  na- 
tions, in  comparing  them  with  our  own,  oe  be- 
lieved that  no  people  on  earth  would  be  found  to 
pay,  in  proportioD  to  their  income,  so  large  a 
bounty  for  tae  SMmaiX  of  manufacturing  iodustry 
as  those  of  the  United  States.  Ha  had  not.  how- 
ever, had  time  to  examine  the  details  of  the  sub- 
ject with  any  minuteness. 

Unfair  as  the  comparison  between  the  duties  of 
foreign  nations  and  our  own  must  be,  unless  the 
collections  which  he  had  adverted  to  were  made, 
it  might  wdl  astonish  ilw  Hous«  lo  Sad  thai  ibeie 
were  many  artickas,  Uid  impomnt  one*  too,  onr 
diities-oa  which;  as  propond^  the  hill  bdbre  the 
Hoiue,  might  vw  with  those  of  France  and  Eng- 
land,  without  recarring  to  any  of  th«  coniidem- 
tions  of  which  he  had  spoken.  He  wontd  notiee 
a  few  of  them. 

In  France,  machines  of  all  Jdnds,  includiiw 
l^oughs.  pay  fiHeen  pet  cent.;  by  (he  imposed  biU 
they  will  pay  here  twenty  per  cent.  Wrought  an- 
chors pay  in  France  ten  francs  the  hundred  kilo- 
grammes; by  the  proposed  bill  they  will  pay  here 
|3  33  the  cwt.— more  than  three  times  the  French 
duty.  Hosiery  is  in  France  two  francs  the  kilo- 
gramme ;  by  the  proposed  bill  it  will  be  here  thir- 
ty-three per  cent. 

Whatever  may  be  the  disposition  of  England  to 
sustain  her  manufactures  by  protecting  duties,  she 
has  been  obliged  iu  her  late  war  with  France,  by 
necessity,  ana  not  judgment,  for  the  support  oi  her 
revenue,  and  not  her  industry,  to  make  tnese  duties 
still  higtker  than  they  were  befme.  But  our  nuui- 
u&ctorers  Blight  be  gratified  by  discovering  that 
some  of  the  duties  now  proposed  were  hwhei  even 
thaa  those  of  Bnglaiui,  TKe  sanenor  uberality, 
at  teast,  of  Ihi*  country  can  hanly  be  denied  by 
Ihaa.  EDgkitd,  assisted  by  a  most  rigorous  sys- 
tem of  collection,  has  raised  her  duties,  Inm  the 
aaeeanty  of  incfeasiag  ha  reventie,  by  all  poaaiUe 
nean^    T^  UBtiwl  Btatea  ^itQifQUt  lo  laiac  tbein 


widi  the  just  conviction  that  tb«y  will  impair  their 

In  Englaad  the  duty  i^n  cast  iron  is  X26  13  4, 
tiie  hundred  pounds  value;  1^  the  proposed  bill  it 
will  be  01  50  the  cwt.;  (he  supposed  about  forty  or 
fifty  pet  cent  ad  valorem.)  nankeen,  lot  home 
eoanunptioD,  is,  in  England,  32}  per  c^t.  ad  va- 
lorem. Sy  the  proposed  bill  it  will  here  be  forty. 
Muslins  are  in  England  33},  and  cotton*,  not  enu- 
merated, sixty- two  per  cent.  Bythepropoecdbillour 
duties  on  these  articles  will  be  from  40  to  130  per 

Much  as  such  a  enune  of  obsavation  had  been 
diaoounteuanced,  he  must  now  adval  to  another 
ttqiic.  What  were  the  duties  which  would  afibtd 
to  the  manufactuiers  reasonable  wages  and  prof- 
its? If,  at  a  time  when  eveninterest  in  the  State 
was  d^ressed,  it  was  right  that  all  the  rest  should 
coniribate  to  the  support  of  one,  at  least  it  should 
be  only  to  its  necessary  and  reasonable  suoport. 
He  had  before  spoken  of  the  evidence  laid  Defcrae 
tiie  Hooae  iu  1816.    That  evidence  had  led  Con- 


prodently  invested,  and  the  manufactory coadtic tad 
with  common  skill,  a  duty  of  26  pet  cent,  on  cot- 
ton and  woollen  manofac lures  would  sufficiently 
proleet  those  of  our  own  coontry.  But  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  times  now  make  the  duty  of 
26  per  cent  much  more  c&ctual  than  it  has  tiith- 
erto  been.  The  appreciation  of  our  money  is,  in 
this  view,  all  important  .  In  the  specific  duties 
this  is  obvious,  1^  iat  instance,  the  dqty  of  three 
cents  upon  the  pound  of  sugar  were  a  competent 
protection  four  years  ago,  the  advanced  vduenf 
money,  of  which  the  same  nominal  amount  would 
produce  much  more  of  every  article  of  consump- 
tion, must  make  it  now  much  higher  than  is  ne- 
cevaty.  But  even  inrelation  to  theartioleswhich 
pay  a  dnty  on  their  value,  if  the  fall  in  the  value 
of  our  |>odace  be  greater  (as  it  certainly  is]  than 
in  the  articles  wluch  we  import  from  foreign  coun- 
tries ;  altfaoi^h  the  nominal  duty  be  uoenanged. 
the  real  tax  u  much  larger  than  it  was.  We  still 
pay  six  and  a  quarter  cents  upon  a  yard  of  the 
ooareest  cotton ;  but  the  same  amoant  will  pur- 
chase much  more  of  provisions  at  labor  than  it 
would  do  fonnerly.  The  dnty,  then,  is  substan- 
tially increased  ;  and  if  it  has  hitherto,  with  ex- 
aggenled  prices  and  an  unsound  cutreney,  proved 
inadequate,  wotdd  it  not  be  prudent,  now  that  a 
change  in  these  circumstances  ^vei  to  the  presqit 
tariff  its  fair  operation,  to  watt  the  result  of  that 
operation? 

The  depression  in  the  price  of  oroperty  and, 
labor  was  conSned  to  no  section  of  the  country, 
and  to  no  branch  of  business.  The  manufacturer, 
like  the  farmer,  should  estimate  his  prc^ts,  not  on 
the  supposed  value  of  his  capital  four  years  ago, 
not  on  what  it  then  cost,  or  would  have  then  have 
sold  far,  but  at  the  price  which  it  would  now  cost, 
or  would  now  sell  for.  Against  this  general  de- 
pression we  could  not  indemnify  him;  but  tbere 
was  a  loss  peculiar  to  manufacturers,  from  wiudi 
no  Qovernment  could  insure  them,  and  whii^ 
many  of  them  felt  very  aevcrdy  at  tku  lime. 
While  an  improvement  in  machinery  is  uaeM  to 
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the  coontiy  id  which  it  ia  made,  its  immediBte 
effect  is  often  greatlv  to  impaii  the  capital  of  mao- 
nfactnrera.  The  old.  machinery  must  be  sban- 
doned.  What  relief  would  hiffher  duties  give  to 
the  ownen  of  manufactories  which  bad  not  adopt- 
ed the  improved  machinery  1  It  might  encourage 
thetn  to  struggle  a  little  longer  wiu  inferior  ma- 
chinery, but  without  permanent  benefit,  even  to 
themwlves ;  it  moit  produce  a  leal  waste  of  the 
capital  and  labor  of  the  nation. 

Among  the  causes  which  at  this  moment  de- 
press  the  manufacturing  icduatry  of  the  country, 
one  of  the  moit  considerable  is  to  be  found  in 
that  oeneral  diminution  of  income  which  afiects 
the  demand  both  for  foreisn  and  domestic  pro- 
ductions. The  carriage  maKers,  for  ioEtance,  snf- 
fer  probably  as  much  from  want  of  emidayment 
oa  any  omer  class  of  mannfaetiuers.  There  is 
here  no  foreign  competition.  It  is  a  distress  from 
which  our  tariff  can  gire  no  rdief.  On  the  con- 
trary, its  effect  must  be  by  increasing  the  expenses, 
and  diminishing,  thoefore,  the  clear  income  of 
the  community,  greatly  to  increase  the  difficulties 
of  those  classes  of  manufacturers  who  suffer  from 
a  diminished  demand. 

His  friends  who  had  preceded  him  bad  referred 
to  instances  of  mannfaclories  which  were  pros- 
perons  even  now,  when  erery  other  industry  was 
depressed,  and  pwticularly  to  that  of  an  establish- 
ment fat  WaUbam)  iriiich  was  understood  to 
have  divided  12  per  cent  and  reserved  a  consid- 
erable surplus.  The  Committee  of  Manufactures, 
in  declining  to  give  anv  detailed  statements  upon 
the  subject,  badoblisea  him  to  resort  to  the  sources 
of  information  which  were  withio  bis  reach.  He 
should  state  to  the  House  the  opinion  which  his 
inquiries  had  enabled  him  to  form,  and  he  should 
state  it  in  the  words  of  a  letter  written  by  a  man 
who  was  as  well  acquainted  with  the  subject  as 
any  other  in  the  United  Stales.  [Mr.  Baluwin 
asked  the  name  of  the  writer,  which  Mr.  L.  de- 
clined to  give;] 

"  Many  insuDlketami  have  been  mined,  «nd  n»D7 
others  lost  monev;  but  very  little  reflection  tntl  ia- 
fOiry  will  make  lbs  cause  Evident.  Perhaps  tha  bnsi- 
nass  bis  been  eonduclad  to  tbe  best  advanlsge,  when, 
in  addition  to  tha  want  of  cipitsl  and  eipsHence,  is 
added  that  of  incorporatad  rompaniea,  where  lb*  prin- 
eipal  mesping  of  Iba  charier  is  to  esaoerala  each 
holder  of  Iba  stock,  as  well  as  tha  president,  director, 
and  iganta,  fiom  individual  responsibility  Ibr  aoy 
debts  due  from  Ihs  company.  Oaasequently,  in  all 
pnicbase*  for  the  aslabliabment,  tba  agent  would  be 
oblised  to  give  at  least  ten  per  cant,  more  tban  tbe 
individuals  could  puichase  it  on  tbeii  own  respon- 
libilit^. 

"Bat perbsps  a  grealei  cause  of  Ion  maybe  in  tbe 
general  ull  in  prieeof  every  article  used  by  manulac- 
tnrera,  and  in  all  kinda  of  manulactuied  goods,  whC' 
ther  foreign  oi  bomsraade,  «ad  also  in  the  price  of 
labor  and  improvaoeal  in  machinsry,  compeJIing  those 
that  did  not  sell  immediatetj  on  the  goods  being  fln- 
Ished,  to  make  heavy  loaaes,  for  we  suppose  it  is  sd- 
mitted  tiist  (he  cost  of  making  any  goods  of  which 
eottoa  or  wool  ia  the  article  of  chief  value,  is  not 
■Bote  than  half  the  cost  of  nskias  the  same  soods  in 
1816." 


"  In  order  more  clearly  la  ahow  tbe  cooaequsneea  tt 
not  imnicdiately  aelUng,  we  give  the  Mlowmg  exam- 
ple arising  in  oar  own  bnsioaas :  Wa  supply  a  maker 
of  candlewick  with  eoUon,  and  sell  all  Iba  wick  he 
makes;  and,  duriDg  the  year  I8IS,  the  busioeaa  hav- 
ing been  good  foi  many  yean,  he,  with  olhen  en- 
gaged  in  Iba  same  business,  bas  accnmnlated  a  con- 
siderable qaantilj  on  hand,  wbicb,  during  Ibe  yea? 
1618,  had  been  worth  from  fi*e  to  Etly-five  centi  par 
pound,  wban  tbe  raw  material  of  cotton  was  worth 
from  thirty  to  thirty-three  cents,  psying  the  spinner 
sn  average  of  twenty  eeota  tbe  peund  for  hb  labor 
•nd  espenaes ;  hn^  on  the  lit  of  August  lait,  the 
aama  kind  of  cotton  eould  be  purchased  in  this  maikal 
at  fifteen  oenta  tbe  pound,  and  the  price  of  the  wick 
had  fallen  so  low  as  ihitty-ona  eenls,  but  yet  payisf 
sixteen  eenta  for  the  labor  and  expenses,  which,  we 
are  convinced,  ia  a  profitable  bnstneas.  Hence,  oa 
the  1st  of  August  last  year,  be  could  afibrd  to  sail  bis 
wick  at  what  the  cotton  of  bia  1818  wick  coat  him,  and 
at  the  time  wa  wata  selling  bis  new  made  wick  at  a 
profit,  Ibat  made  the  year  before  was  selling  st  a  loss 
of  tbe  whole  cost  of  making ;  and  many  other  kinds  of 
Americaa  goods  have  lallen  in  nearly  lbs  same  pro- 
portion (rom  the  aama  causa,  and  some  still  graatar 
from  other  eauiea ;  far  iuitanee,  we  suppoae  tbe  price 
of  weaving  is  not  >t  Ibis  lima  more  thiu  half  ai  high 
as  it  was  in  1B16,  owing  lo  the  introdnction  of  power- 
looms  and  iha  general  low  price  of  living. 

"  Next,  let  us  examine  the  eoit  of  four  yards  of 
American  brown  shirtings,  tbreeniuarlera  of  a  yard 
wide,  (which  may  be  considered  Ibe  staple  of  Aneri- 
csD  cotton  gooda,)  say  the  present  price  of  cotton  is 
" thit  will  msKe  four  yards  of  ahirting: 


Twelve  eenls  fo 


g  the  m 


eight  c. 


weaving  four  yards,  at  two  centi  per  yard  ;  four  cents 
for  all  othei  eipenaei,  say  eommisnona,  freights,  cart- 
sges,  packages,  Ac.  Added,  Is  forty  cents  tor  making 
bur  ysrda,  equal  to  ten  cents  tbe  ysrd,  and  whan  tha 
same  goods  are  now  worth  from  twelve  lo  twelve  end 
a  half  cents  the  yard  cssh,  at  anction,  leaving  a  profit 
to  the  mano&eluiar  of  at  least  twenty  per  cmitau; 
and  when  wa  reflect  that  the  ooaraest  piece  of  eottoa 
gooda  of  the  aama  wia  cannot  be  imported  witbont 
psying  duty  at  the  rats  of  six  snd  s  quarter  cenia  par 
yard,  equal  to  9*  OSJ  eenls,  or  within  about  one  and 
a  half  cents  of  the  whole  cost  of  making  the  aame 
piece  of  goods  ;  bence  we  must  be  satisfied  that  foreign 
competition  is  very  much  out  of  tha  question,  for  tho 
lowest  rata  of  duty  on  any  kind  of  cotton  or  woollen 
goods  (made  to  any  extent  in  this  eonntry)  is  twenty- 
seven  and  a  half  per  centum  on  the  value  at  the  place 
of  manufseloiy. 

"  We  do  believe  that  manufacturing  establiiihmeuls 
well  conducted,  and  the  gooda  immediately  sold  at 
anction,  bave  averaged  a  profit  of  st  least  ten  per 
centum  during  the  lest  two  yesrs,  when,  at  tbe  same 
time,  imported  cotton  and  woollen  gooda  have  everaged 
a  loss  of  at  least  fifteen  per  centum." 

Mr.  LowitnEs  said,  that  he  would  say  no  more 
as  to  Ihe  degree  of  additional  encouragement  which 
was  required  by  our  mano&ctories. 

But  be  had  a  few  ohserntions  to  make  as  to 
the  principles  which  anieared  to  have  been  adopted 
in  the  tanff  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Manu- 

Among  the  moat  objectionable  of  theae  wm 
what  he  considered  as  the  proeoription  of  the  Baat 


^yCoOi-^lc 


213S 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2184 


April,  1B20. 


Revittm  </  (A«  TaHf. 


India  trade,  the  principal  artidei  aSbrded  by  which 
were  subjected  to  a  duty  of  forty  per  cent. 

The  ground  of  this  proacription  was,  tbat  the 
East  Indies  took  from  us  scarcely  any  article  of 

He  had  occasion  on  a  former  day  to  advert  to 
one  of  the  mostintereaiingbianchesof  this  trade — 
to  that  in  which  neither  speeie  nor  prodace  was 
exported,  but  in  which  the  enierpiiae  and  industry 
of  our  seamui  formed  the  etpttkl  which  a  harsh, 
and,  he  thoQghta mistaken  policy  would  condemn 
to  inaetirity.  They  took  nothing  from  your  coun- 
try ;  but  they  ezitlored  the  most  distant  seas — they 
etimbed  almost  inaccessible  rocks — they  pursued 
their  hardy  and  dangerous  employment  between 
the  ports  of  savage  nations,  and  earned  by  their 
freights  a  capital  which  fortune  had  not  given 
them.  You  would  encourage  manufacturing  in- 
dustry because  it  was  productive ;  but  the  industry 
of  the  brave  men  of  whom  he  spoke  created  the  capi- 
tal which  they  brought  back  (o  our  country.  They 
did  not  twirl  the  spmdle,  or  fling  the  shuttle ;  but 
Tvhen  they  brought  home  a  cargo  of  India  fabrics, 
(peculiaTl)[  suited  to  the  wants  of  the  poorest  class 
of  our  society,)  was  their  industry  less  worthy  of 
enconragement,  because  they  had  made  these  fab- 
rics on  tempestnoui  seas,  or  because,  in  pursuing 
their  own  intensts,  they  acquired  and  perfected 
the  naval  excellence  which  made  them  our  pride 
and  our  defence?  We  gave  them  the  hosj^tality 
of  our  porto ;  they  might  lake  in  wood  and  water, 
and  sail  in  search  of  some  strange  land,  from 
Trhieh  these  products  of  American  industry  are 
not  yet  excluded  !  The  policy  appeared  to  him 
nniuft  and  crnel. 

Bat  the  other  branches  of  the  Bast  Indian  trade 
merited  encouragement  rather  than  prohibition. 
He  had  already  spoken  of  the  fallacy  which  rep- 
resented a  trade  to  be  injurious,  in  which  the  im- 
ports exceeded  the  exports ;  and  the  East  Indian 
trade  furnished  a  good  illustration  of  the  fallacy. 
It  takes,  if  yon  please,  nothing  of  domestic  pro- 
duce from  us;  it  gave  to  the  consumption  of  the 
country,  in  the  year  when  he  had  last  examined 
the  tuDJect,  an  amount  of  goods  to  the  value  of 
five  millions.  How  were  these  goods  paid  for? 
Specie  had  undoubtedly  been  shipped  both  from 
America  and  Europe  for  their  purchase.  Bot  our 
■ales  of  East  India  articles  in  foreign  countries 
had  exceeded  the  amount  of  our  purchases  in  India. 
Five  millioQ  of  goods  then  consumed  in  the  Uni- 
ted States  were  paid  for  by  the  mere  profits  of  the 
trade.  Three  thousand  seamen,  supported  by  the 
requisite  capital,  added  in  one  year  five  millions 
to  the  clear  amoiut  of  national  income.  There 
was  no  exportation  of  our  produce  to  pay  for  these 
fabrics,  because  they  were  paid  for  already ;  they 
were  tne  acquisitions  of  American  industrv. 

He  would  not  detain  the  House  by  talking  of 
the  injury  which  the  Indian  trade  was  supposed 
to  do  us  by  draining  our  specie.  How  the  pur- 
chase of  merchandise,  either  in  India  or  anywhere 
else,  of  which  we  kept  the  part  that  we  wanted, 
and  sold  the  remainaer  for  more  than  we  gave 
for  dte  whole,  conld  lessen  the  specie  which  we 
retained,  it  wontd  be  a  Ihtle  difficult  to  expla:' 


Another  characteristic  of  the  proposed  tarilE 
is  its  raisiuK  the  duty  on  articles  which  had 
been  lowered  iu  the  act  of  1816,  because  from 
their  small  bulk^  in  proportion  to  their  value,  it 
had  been  found  inprncticable  to  prevent  their  be- 
ing smuzsled  into  the  country.  Watches,  iew- 
eln',  ano  laces,  had,  among  other  aiticles,  been 
reduced  to  seven  and  a  half  per  cent.  The  redac- 
tion had  been  proposed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  adopted  by  the  House  on  this  ground. 
Had  any  examination  inlo  the  fact  been  made  by 
theCommittee  of  Manufactures?  They  had  raised 
other  articles  also  which  were  known  even  at  the 
present  duties  to  have  been  introduced  clandes- 
tinely— for  instance,  coffee  from  five  to  six  centa, 
segars,  from  $2  50  to  $5.  A  large  class  of  arti- 
cles, of  which  the  supply  is  almost  exclusively 
afibrded  by  the  industry  of  the  country,  and  on 
which  an  increased  duty  if  it  have  any  efieet  at 
all  can  only  have  that  of  unnecessarily  increasing 
the  price,  is  taxed  in  the  proposed  tariff  consider- 
ably higher  than  now.  Thus,  carriM[es  and  fur- 
niture ere  raised  from  thirty  to  thirty-five  per  cent. ; 
boots  from  SI  ^  to  9^;  candles  from  three  to 
five  cents ;  molasses  from  five  to  ten  cents ;  nails 
from  four  to  five;  soap  from  three  to  four ;  brown 
sugar  from  three  to  four.  He  mightmake  the  list 
much  longer. 

It  might  have  been  expected  that  articles  essen- 
tial to  the  equipment  of  ships  would  have  been 
protected  from  an  increase  ol  duties  by  a  double 
motive.  As  materials  of  our  most  important  man- 
ufacture, they  were  entitled  to  the  favor  of  the 
eommittee;  but  there  was  in  regard  to  some  of 
them  another  reason  for  light  duties — that  it  was 
neeesrary  to  prevent  the  practice  of  ships  bein^ 
sent  out  imperfectly  equipped  and  completing  their 
equipment  m  foreign  ports.  Even  under  the  pre- 
sent duties  this  was  sometimes  done.  The  com- 
mittee, however,  had  disregarded  boththeseconsid- 
eiations.  As  instances  of  this,  iron  in  bers  was 
raised  from  seventy-five  cents,  to  Ql  25;  iron 
spikes  from  three  to  four;  hemp  from  01  50  to 
S2  50 ;  tarred  caUes  and  cordage  from  three  to 
tour.  The  tendency  of  the  whole  system  to  dis- 
courage our  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and 
by  makiug  returns  more  difficult  to  sink  yet  lower 
the  price  of  every  article  of  our  produce,  eonld 


consideration  on  which  the  House  could  not  reflect 
too  seriously. 

The  best  security  for  the  fair  collection  of  the 
revenue  was  to  be  found  in  Ihe  force  of  public 
opinion.  The  activity  of  our  little  Navy,  if  it 
were  to  be  employed  in  such  a  service,  would  fur- 
nish but  a  poor  substitute  for  it.  In  the  fair  col- 
lection of  the  public  revenue  the  interests  as  well 
as  the  principles  of  our  citizens  co-operated  with 
the  efiorts  of  the  General  Government.  They 
knew  that  they  must  contribute  to  the  support  of 
that  Government,  and  the  impost  was  the  eanest 
mode  of  contribution  ;  to  evade  it  was  to  defnnd 
the  Qoverament  of  its  duee,  and  to  expose  them- 
selves to  the  necessity  of  a  much  more  inconve- 
nient contribution,    But  could  it  be  expected  yibea 
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ciety,  ihat  Ute  same  scruples  would  prevail  uuivei- 
aally'7  In  purchasing  an  article  intended  lo  be 
prooibited,  ine  loss  would  fall  upon  tbe  manufac- 
turer, who  might  be  coasid«rea  as  the  object  of 
uajast  and  iDor<Unate  favor,  rather  than  upon  the 
revenue.  The  law  ought  to  be  obeyed  because 
it  was  the  law.  Bui  for  himself  he  had  no  hesi- 
tation in  expressing  the  opinion  that  the  present 
duties,  enforced  as  they  were  by  a  general  apiHX>- 
bation  of  their  objects,  furnished  a  much  better 
encoaragetaent  to  tbe  manufacturer  than  higher 
duties  wnich  should  be  believed  by  half  the  natioo 
lo  be  partial  and  unjust 

Mr.  L.  said  that  he  knew  he  bad  trespassed 
quite  unreasonably  upon  the  time  of  the  House, 
but  he  believed  the  biU  under  consideration  to  be 
injuxious  to  the  Government,  oppressive  to  the 
peopl^  and  dangerous  to  the  stability  of  Bianu- 
factuiing  industry. 

Mr.  Baldwin  replied  to  Mr.  Lowndes  andolhets. 

Mr.  Foot  observed,  having  spent  [he  whole  of 
his  life  in  commercial  and  agricultural  pursuits, 
and  being  a  practical  friend  to  domestic  manufac- 
tiues,  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duly  to  state  the  reaaiHis 
wbicii  induced  him  to  move  the  postponeEtumt  of 
this  bill  to  the  Grst  day  of  next  session. 

Sir,  thia  subjject  is  not  only  very  important,  but 
rerf  intricate,  involving  the  mterest  of  evny  por- 
tion of  the  community.  A  radical  or  very  male- 
rial  alteration  of  a  commercial  tariff  must  oi  neces- 
sity produce  a  seosible  shock  in  erery  conunuoitv. 
It  ought  never  to  be  adopted  without  much  delib- 
etstioQ,  and  a  carefid  attention  to  its  efiects  upon 
the  several  interests  which  must  of  necessity  be 
affected  by  any  change  in  the  system- 

If  the  Committee  of  Manufactures  had  conl. 
their  attentian  to  the  several  articles  of  forfigo 
BiaBufaclare  which  interfere  with  our  domestic 
manufactures  alone,  the  bill  would  hare  received 
taj  vote  without  any  hesitation.  But,  sir,  when 
it  u  pFOpoMd  to  alter  (he  whole  sjrsteiU)  oeteosiUy 
for  tbs  aacounigeiaent  of  Amencan  manuikctn- 
len,  and  pnqxMea,  among  the  first  articles,  to  im- 
BOM  an  MlditioBaJ  duty  of  6^  p«  centum  on  the 
oyin^  maleprials  essentia  to  our  own  tnanofaeture, 
and  increases  the  duty  on  the  most  necessary  arti- 
cles, while  it  reduces  the  duty  on  wines  and  luxu' 
ties ;  and  when  we  are  told  by  the  Chairman  that 
our  system  of  revenue  from  imports  is  rotten,  and 
that  our  dependence  on  commerce  as  a  soiurce  of 
revenue  mutf  be  abandoned, — sir,  I  chink  we  should 
pause  befwe  we  rashly  adopt  a  measure  calculated 
—yes,  sir,  and  even  avowed  as  a  measure — to  i»o- 
hibit  the  importation  of  many  articles  from  wMch 
most  of  ow  revenue  has  always  been  obtained,  to 
the  amount  of  more  ibmt  three  hundred  millions 
of  doUara;  and  when  we  have  been  afao  sarcasti- 
cally threatened,  that  if  we  complained  of  a  duty 
often  cents  on  a  jailon  of  molasses,  because  of  its 
twequal  and  partial  operation  upon  the  iniereetsof 
oitf  wnM^wnts,  that  fifteen  cent*  ^ould  be  im- 
posed. Sir,  I  ihiok  the  eyston.  as  well  as  the  views 
<N  those  who  advocate  it,  demand  our  serious 


Sir,  gentlemen  declare  this  meaaure  has  bees 
requested  by  the  merchants  of  our  coimtry,  and 
thai  tbe  agricultural  interest  does  not  object  to  it. 
If,  sir,  the  commercial  and  agricultural  interests  of 
this  country  bad  as  many  Representatives  on  this 
Qoot  as  there  are  gentlemen  of  otu  pro/emon  in 
Congress,  you  woukl  hear  their  voice  in  "  tones  of 
thunder"  against  tbe  passage  of  this  bill.  Would 
they  consent  to  pay  direct  taxea  to  the  amount  of 
twenty  millions  of  dollars  aimually  7  Who  must 
pay  your  additional  duties  1  The  coosumera,  all 
will  acknowledge :  and  it  has  be«n  truly  said,  that 
the  agricultural  iatarast  composes  nina-teoilu  of 
the  whole  population-  if  gentlemen  who  so  atten- 
uously  advocate  this  bill  would  encourage  domes- 
tic maiuifactures,  by  using  them  in  their  dress, 
rather  than  those  very  articles  of  foreign  nuuui&e- 
ture  which  have  driven  the  American  manulM- 
turer  to  ruin.  sir.  you  would  afford  ibem  moie 
efficient  aid  tnan  ny  any  legislative  provisions. 

Sir,  it  is  with  a  view  of  affording  to  those  wtu> 
are  interested  in  this  subject  an  opportunity  to  be 
heard,  and  for  a  fair  investigation  of  the  merits  of 
this  bill,  (which  has  been  oefore  the  puUic  but 
about  one  week;)  and  ss  at  this  late  period  of  the 
session  there  is  aot  sufficient  time  to  digest  and 
mature  a  proper  system ;  and  with  a  full  convic- 
tion that  this  bill  will  not  aid  the  masufactarer, 
but  will  materiallv  injure  the  two  great  interests 
of  agriculture  aaa  commeme,  and  most  sensibly 
affect  the  terenue  of  the  country, — that  this  mo- 
tion is  made.  And  I  do  hope  gentlemien  will  con- 
sent to  its  postponement  unlil  the  next  seesion. 

I  presume  a  large  m^ority  of  this  Bouse  will 
support  the  bill  for  laying  duties  on  sales  at  auc- 
tion, which,  in  my  opinion,  will  aSord  essential 
encouragement  to  the  manuikcuuing  inteteat  and 
the  tiymar  merchant,  without  any  matttial  injury 
to  any  portion  of  the  oouniry. 

But,  sir,  I  am  not  prepared  to  give  my  rote  in 
faror  of  this  Ull,  which  will,  in  my  opinion,  ma- 
terially affect  the  interests  of  the  agricolbaiu  and 
commercial  portion  of  the  £astem  section  of  the 
Union,. bv  its  unequal  operation  upon  the  East 
India  trauet  with  but  a  doubtful  prospect  of  benefit 
to  the  manufacturer. 

It  is  acknowledged  ttmt  a  general  embarnuK- 
ment  pervades  every  class  of  our  citizens.  Be- 
pestea  calls  have  been  made  upon  this  Committee 
for  information  respecting  the  real  situation  of  the 
manufacturers,  and  what  encouragement  it  would 
bepcapertogivethem.  Tbesecallshave  been  met 
with  the  assurance  that  this  bill  is  d^gned  foi 
the  benefit  of  the  community  at  Urge,  as  well  as 
the  manufaoturer.  Sir.  as  1  hare  bu|  little  faith 
in  the  efficacy  of  this  bill  to  affi>Td  aid  to  any  pai- 
ticular  class,  cs  the  whole,  and  as  particular  returns 
of  the  state  of  manufactures  are  required  to  be 
made  by  the  census  bill,  it  would  seem  at  least  I)*" 
an  act  of  ordinary  prudence  to  postpone  (hia  B^b- 
jeci  until  those  returns  are  received. 

Mr.  SiLsaiH,  of  MassachuMtts,  m>de  a  few  le- 
marks  in  reptf  to  Mr.  Baldwin  ;  whm — 

Mr.  BiHKiNa  moved  ijuit  the  bill  and  amond- 
meats  be  po^oned  lutil  the  first  dny  of  the  ne^t 
session.     In  larot  of  which  motigB,  Mr-   H*»- 
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mir  wilhdrtfw  bis  motion  for  indefinite  postpone- 

Mt.  PiRilEB,  of  Virginia,  ihen  demsDded  the 
previons  question,  but  the  call  was  not  sustained 
bf  a  majority  of  tne  House. 

The  question  was  tltea,  about  six  o'clocL  taken 
on  the  motion  to  postpone  the  bill  until  the  first 
day  of  the  next  cession,  utd  was  decided  in  the 
negative,  by  the  following  vote: 

T«A« — MsHM.  Abbot,  AleiandoT,  Allen  of  TtoDM- 
■M,AndnMB,Aickari>fMu;ltBd,  ArcbM«f  TirKinie, 
BbU,  Bnbonr,  Bmjiy,  Brarsid,  Bryu,  UvB^m,  Bar- 
ton, Bwi*«H,  ffntin  of  New  Huapehtre,  Bntler  df 
LoniiuBB,  Curooo,  Ol^att,  Oobb,  Co^  CnAa, 
Onmioti,  Crowdl,  Cnlp^ar,  Gnihiamii,  Cedibeit, 
DavidMn,  Earle,  Edwud*  of  Noith  <)wolina,  Fluhor, 
Vi»ji,  Foot,  Follra,  Qaniett,  Htll  of  North  Cuolin*, 
HudiD,  RiU,  Bolnn,  Hooki^  JidiiiMn,  Jobs*  of  Vir- 


ginia, JoDM  of  TeDoeneOiKuit,  LiTermore,  LonndM, 
MeCaj,  McCieu^,  HtUuj,  Uereer,  Nrale,  Netaon  of 
Minachiintti,  Nelion  of  Virginia,  OTentraet,  Faiktr 


Slocnmb,  B.  8mitb  of  Virgioii,  Smith  of  North  Caro- 
UoB,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Snearingea,  Teiretl,  Tnekei 
of  Vrrginia,  Tucker  of  Souib  Carolina,  Tyler,  Dpham, 
Walker,  Wbhmia,  'WltlUmB  of  Tir^nit,  and  WU- 
Hami  of  North  Oaroiina— 79, 

NiT*— MetRt.  Adama,  AHen  of  N.  Y.,  Baker,  Bald- 
win. Bateman,  Beecher,  Bloomfletd,  Bod«n,  Brawn, 
Brwfa,  Camiibell,  CaM,  Clark,  Cook,  Cetbreth,  Dar- 
UntrSMi,  Dannlaon,  Demtt,  Dowae,  Eddy,  £dnaida  of 
OMLMcticDt,  Edward*  of  Peanrrlranta,  Errin,  Fo^, 
Ford,  Forraat,  FDllarton,  Draaa  of  New  York,  Gran 
of  FasMjlraida,  Oayon,  Hackle;,  Hall  of  New  York, 
Hallof  Ddaware,  Haaard,  Hemphill,  Hendricka,  Har- 
riek,  Uibabman,  Heiatar,  Hoatalter,  Kendall,  Kiiui?, 
EinaloT,  Little,  Ijna,  Lyiaan,  Madaj,  McLana  of 
Delewaie,  McLean  of  Kantnckj,  Marchand,  Maaoa, 
Meiga,  HetcalC  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Monall,  Mottmi, 
Hoaeley,  Hmra;,  Nenton,  Parker  of  Maaaachuaetta, 
Pattenen,  Phelpa,  Fhilaon,  Pitcher,  Ricb,  Ricbmood, 
Rogers,  Roaa,  Roaa,  Sampeon,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Shaw, 
Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jertey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  SoQtb- 
ard,  Sleiena,  Storra,  Street,  Sircmg  of  New  York,  Tarr, 
Taylor,  Tomlinaon,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Van 
ReilBMlaar,  WeHace,  Wendov er,  and  Wood— 9S. 

The  amendments  reported  from  the  Committee 
of  die  Whole  to  the  said  bill,  were  then  copcuned 
in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  NelboNj  of  Massachusetts,  moved  further 
to  amend  the  btU,  by  adding  to  the  end  of  the  first 
section  the  following  proviso : 

"Provided,  That  no  gooda,  irarea,  or  merehandiM, 
whiah  ahall  be  imparted  into  the  United  Stataa,  on 


Slat  day  of  October  next,  if  from  plaOM  not  ailnated 
beyond  Ifaa  Cape  of  Oood  Hope,  in  Teaaata  that  Bailed 
ihim  die  United  Btalaa  before  tba  pasage  of  Ihia  aet, 
ahell  be  aabjected  to  any  higher  duty  than  ia  required 
]lj  lawa  notr  in  fince." 

And.  on  the  question  to  agree  to  amend  by  ad- 
ding the  said  proviso,  it  was  determined  in  the 


"n 


.„!.  SiLSBXB  moved  fliHber  to  amend  the  said 
tnB,  fay  str^ing  out  the  word  "  Jane,"  in  the  third 


line  of  the  printed  bill,  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  to  in- 
sert "  September,"  so  as  that  the  said  bill  com- 
mence and  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  30th  day 
of  September,  18S0,  instead  of  the  30th  of  Jmi& 
1820. 

This  motion  was  rejected  fay  the  House. 

Mr.  Edwahub,  of  North  Carolina,  then  moved 
further  to  amend  the  bill,  by  reducing  the  duty  on 
nJt  imparted,  from  twenty-five  cents  per  buriiel  to 
twenty  cents  per  bushel. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  ordered  on  this  ques- 
tion, Mr.  Metcalp  moved  the  previous  question, 
(the  effect  of  which  wonld  he  to  decide  forthwith 
the  main  question,  viz.  the  engrossment  of  the 
bill  for  a  third  reading;)  but  the  call  was  nega- 
tived—71  to  60. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  reducing  the 
salt  duty,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeat 
and  nays — For  the  amendment  93,  against  it  71, 
as  follows : 

Till — Meaare.  Adama,  ATasander,  Allen  of  Ten- 
neaaee.  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Viiginia,  Ball, 
Barbonr,  Bayly,  BnffbDi,  Borwell,  Bntler  of  New 
Hampahrre,  Ouinon,  Clagett,  Oobb,  Orefta,  Crawford, 
Crowell,  Cotbretb,  Culpeper,  Cnahman,  Cuthbert, 
Davidaon,  Earle,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticiit,Ed- 
waidi  of  PennaylTama,  EMwards  of  North  Carolitia, 
Ftaher,  Floyd,  Fool,  Forrest,  Fnller,  FnllarloD,  Gar- 
nett.  Hall  of  Ddanare;  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hai- 
ard,  Hempbill,  Hibafaman,  Hatater,  Hill,  HoUnei, 
Hooka,  Jobnaon,  Jonea  of  Virginia,  Kendal],  Kent, 
Kinaley,  Linn,  Lireroiore,  Mdboy,  McOreary,  Hal- 
lary.  Mason,  Mercer,  Morton,  Moaelej,  Neah,  Nelaoo 
of  Maasachusetta,  Nslaon  of  Virginia,  Oventicet,  Par- 
ker of  Maaaachuaetta,  Pbelpa,  Plomer,  Rankin,  Read, 
Rhea,  Rich.  Richardi,  Rogers,  Roaa,  Sampaon,  Ser- 
geant, Settle,  Silsbee,  Simkina,  Slocnmb,  B.  emith  of 
VirginiB,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Southard,  Strong 
of  Vermont,  Bwearingen,  Terrell,  Tomlinaon,  Tomp- 
kins, Tecker  of  Virginia,  Tnt^er  of  Sooth  Carolina, 
Tyler,  U^am,  Whitman,  William*  of  Virginia,  Wil- 
liami  of  North  Carolina,  and  Wood. 

NiTi- Means.  Allen  of  New  York,  Auderaon,  Ba- 
ker, Baldwin,  Bateman,  Baecber,  Bloomfield,  Boden, 
Bierwn,  Brtiab,  Biran,  Bntlerof  Lovhiana,  Campbell, 
Caae,  Clark,  Cocke,  Cook,  Darlingtoti,  Deoniaon, 
Dewitt,  Dowae,  Fo%er,  Feed,  Oraaa  of  New  Ymk, 
Groaa  of  PennayWmia,  Gavon,  Uacklay,  Hall  of 
New  YoA,  Hardin,  Hendncka,  Herriek,  Hoatatter, 
Jones  of  Tenn.,  Kinaay,  Little,  Lonndea,  Lynian, 
Maclay,  McLaue  of  Delaware,  McLaan  ofKentneky, 
Marchand,  Meiga,  Helcalf,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moora,  Mo- 
Qell,  Morrey,  Newton,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Fatteraon, 
Fhilaon,  Pitcher,  KebmoDd,  Robertaon,  Roaa,  8aw> 
yrr,  Sbaw,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jeraey,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  BleTeDs,8loTTa,  Street,  StroDgof  New  York, 
Tarr,  Taylor,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Van  Reniaelaer,  Wal- 
lace, and  Wendover, 

Mr.  Hill,  of  Maasaehnsetts,  moved  to  amend 
the  biU  by  reducing  the  duty  on  imported  raolas- 
ses  fyma  "  ten"  cents  to  "  five"  cents  a  gallon ; 
on  which  motion  the  yeas  and  navs  wereOTdcred. 

Mr.  Parker,  perceiving  that  all  the  amend- 
ments which  bad  been  discussed  and  rejected  in 
Committee  of  the  Whdewoold  probably  "be  again 
oflbred,  and  the  time  of  the  Hotise  occii{>ied  in 
the  tedious  process  of  deciding  them  again,  by 
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yeas  ani]  nays,  moved  again  for  the  prerious 
queslioD. 

The  call  for  the  preTious  queaiion  wai  su^ 
lained  by  a  vote  of  86  to  63 ;  and  the  previous 
question,  "  Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put  7" 
was  staled  sccordiogly,  and  was  decided,  by  yeas 
and  nays,  in  the  affirmative — ayes  92,  noei  71,  as 
follows; 

Yxxt—Meatn.  Abliol,  Alexauder,  Allni  of  New 
York,  Allen  of,  Tconeiice,  Archar  of  Marjlind,  Ar- 
cher of  Viriinii,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Batbonr, 
Beecber,  Bloonfield,  fioden,  BrowD,  Bruih,  Bryan, 
Burton,  Butler  of  Loukiuia,  Campbell,  Cannon, 
Clark,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Cook,  Crawford,  Crowell.  Btr- 
llngion,  BaviJioD,  Dewiti,  Dowae,  Earle,  GrTin,  Fiah- 
«r,  FJojd,  Foteer,  Ford.  GamaU,  Groca  of  Kew  York, 
OroM  of  Pennijliania,  OuTon,  Hacklej,  Hall  of  New 
York,  Hall  of  Del.,  Handricka,  Hibabman,  Hooka, 
Hoatetter,  Kent,  Kinaej,  Little,  Lowndaa,  Lyman, 
McCoy,  McLean  of  Kentackj^  Marcband,  Maaon, 
Hetcalf,  R.  Moore,  Honell,  Murray,  Parker  of  Vir- 
ginia, Paltenon,  Phelps,  Philaon,  Pitcher,  Rankin, 
Rhea,  Rich,  Bichmond,  Rogers,  Rose,  SeUle,  Sloan, 
bmilb  of  New  Jersey,  B.  Etmith  of  Virginia,  Smiih  of 
North  Carolina,  SleTena,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont, 
Tair,  Taylor,  Terrell,  Tompkini,  TrinbiB,  Tucker  of 
Soalh  Carolina,  Tyler,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace, 
WendoTsr,  and  Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

N*ia — Meaan.  Adama,  Anderson,  Baleman,  Biy- 
Ir,  BnSiim,  Banvell,  BnlJer  of  New  Hampahiie, 
Case,  Clagelt,  CreAa,  Culbreth,  Oulpeper,  Cuebman, 
Culbbert,  Dennleon,  Eddj,  Edwards  of  (Jonneclicut, 
Edwards  of  FenniylTania,  Edwards  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Foot,  Forrest,  Fuller,  FullBitoo,  Hall  of  North 
Carolina.  Hardin,  Haurd,  Hemphill,  Heutsr,  Hill, 
Holmca,  Johnaon,  Joneaof  Teuneiaee,  KenJall,  Linn, 
LiTermore,  Maclsy,  McCrsary,  AIcLane  of  Dela- 
ware, Majlarj,  Ueigs,  Mercer,  8.  Moore,  Morton, 
Moaeiey,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Massachuietia,  Newton, 
Oieratrcet,  Parker  of  Maasschusetle,  Flumer,  Reed, 
Robertson,  Ruaa,  Sampson,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Shaw, 
Silsbee,  Simkins,  Smith  of  Maijl and,  Soathard,  Stores, 
Strong  of  New  York,  Sweaiingen,  Tomlinaon,  Ttacj, 
Tocker  of  Virginia,  Uphamj  Whitman,  Willianu  of 
Virginia,  and  Wood. 

The  said  main  question  was  then  put,  to  wit: 
Shall  the  bill  beengrosaed,  and  n«d  a  thirdtime? 
and  passed  in  the  affirmatire — yeas  90,  nays  69, 
as  follows : 

YiAt—Messn.  Adams,  AUen  of  New  York,  Baker, 
Bald  win, Baleman,  Beecher.BIoomfielJ.Boden,  Brown, 
Brnsb,  Campbell,  Ciae,  Clark,  Cook,  Darlington, 
Denniaon,  Dewitt,  Dowse,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Con- 
nacljcut,  Edwards  of  PennsylTsnia,  Errin,  Fay,  Fol- 
ger.  Ford,  Forrest,  Gross  of  New  York,  Groaa  of 
PennsjNanis,  Gnyon,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York, 
Hall  of  Delaware,  Haiard,  Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Her- 
rick,  HiUhman,  Heiater,  Hosteller.  Kendall,  Kinaey, 
Kinsley,  Little,  Linn,  Lyman,  Maclay,  McLane  of 
Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentachy,  Marcband,  Mason, 
Ueiga,  Meiealf,  R.  Moore,  B.  Moore,  Monell,  Morion, 
Moeeley,  Murray,  Newton,  Parker  of  UaaaaohuieUa, 
Patleiaon,  Phelps  Fhilson,  Pitcher,  Rich,  Richmond, 
£ogere,  Riiaa,  Rusa,  Simpaon,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Shaw, 
Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  SoulbtrJ,  Slerens,  Storra, 
Street,  Strong  of  New  York,  Tan,  Taylor,  Tomlin- 
eon,  Tompkina,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Van  Rensselaer, 
Wallace,  WendoTer,  and  Wood. 


Niia — Measrs.  Alexander,  AUen  of  Tenne— «, 
Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia, 
Bail,  Barbour,  Bayly,  Bryan,  Baffum,  Burton,  Bur- 
well,  Butler  of  New  Hampabira.  Butler  of  Louiwana, 
Cannon,  Clagett,  Cobb,  Cocke,  CralU,  Crawford, 
Crowell,  Culbreth,  Culpeper,  Cuahman,  Cuthbert, 
Davidaon,  Earle,  Edwards  of  N.  C,  Fisher,  Floyd. 
Foot,  Fuiterton,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hardin, 
Hill,  Holmee.  Hooka,  Johnson,  Jonee  of  Tennessee, 
Kent,  Livermore,  Lowndee.  McCoy,  HcCresry,  M«l- 
lary,  Mercer,  Neale.  Nelaon  of  MaMachuastla,  Ofsr- 
slreet,  Psrker  of  Virginia,  Plumar,  Rankin,  Reedl, 
Rhea,  Robertaoa,  Setile,  Siiabce,  Simkine,  Blocuubi 
B.  Smith  of  Virginia.  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Sffeai- 
ingen,  Terrell,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  Bonlh 
Carolina.  Tyler,  Whitman,  Williaoia  of  Virginia, 
end  Williama  of  North  Carolina. 

The  House  then  (having  rejected  ten  or  twdre 
previous  motions  to  adjourn,  at  varions  stagee  of 
ibe  evening  proceediogi)  aitjoumed  between  7 
and  8  o'clock,  after  a  sitting  of  more  than  nine 
honta. 


SaTURDAT,  April  29. 

Mr.  Shitb,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  lot  the  relief 
of  the  legal  representatives  of  Conrad  Laab,  de- 
ceased; which  was  read  twice,  and  coaunitted  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  McCoT  moved  that  the  House  do  now  pro- 
ceed 10  consider  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  PiMt;"  wiach 
motion  was  rejected  by  the  House. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  benefit  of  Cbristoi^n 
Miller,"  was  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  House  looK  up  the  amendment  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  bill  concerning  the  banks  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Mercer  moved  that  tbe  House  disagree  to 
the  amendment;  which  motion  was  nesatired: 
and  then  the  House  agreed  to  tbe  amendment  of 
the  Senate  without  a  division. 

Tbe  bill  from  tbe  Senate  gating  certaia  nriv- 
ileges  to  tbe  Ocean  Steam^p  Company,  of  New 
York,  was  read  a  third  lime. 

The  bill  was  opposed  by  Mr.  McLean,  of  Ken- 
tucky^ who  moved  to  recommit  the  bill,  and  by 
Mr.  Foot,  and  was  supported  by  Messrs.  OrOss, 
of  New  York,  and  Newton  ;  and  after  some  re- 
marks from  Mr.  Bhitk,  of  Marjrland,  who  wished 
further  lime  to  examine  the  bill;  it  was  recom- 
mitted. 


THE  NAVY. 
Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Caiolina,  roae,  and 
said  he  should  take  the  liberty  to  sabmii  to  the 
House  several  propositions  {Rowing  out  of  tlte 
vote  last  evening  on  the  tariff  bill.  If  that  bill 
passed  into  a  law,  of  which  he  thought  there  was 
little  doubt,  since  the  vote  had  been  taken,  a  rad- 
ical, a  total  change  would  be  effected  in  the  sys- 
tem of  policy  heretofore  pursued.  It  appesis  to 
me,  sir,  that  we  have  been  happy,  that  we  have 
flourished,  in  a  pre-eminent  degree,  under  the  op- 
enuions  of  the  system  so  much  reprobated  by  t&e 
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p  re-estabUsti  a  ayslem  of 


friends  of  the  new  tariff.    In  lieu  of  a  tax  on 
consumptions,  we  must,  it  seems,  now  resort  to  a 

Kstem  of  internal  taxation.  The  gentleman  from 
siDsylrenia.  (Mr.  Baldwin,)  under  whose  aus- 
pices this  bill  was  ushered  into  the  House,  and 
carried  through  with  a  Iriumphaol  majority,  had 
always  been  favorable,  if  he  was  not  mistaken,  to 
a  system  of  internal  taxation.  That  gentleman 
voted  against  the  repeal  of  the  intern^  duties, 
when  a  longer  conlmuance  of  them  was  maoi- 
festly  unnecessary^  and  when  the  President  had 
recommeaded  tbeir  abolition.  But  without  the 
former  votes  of  the  gentleman,  the  whole  of  his 
present  project  is  evidence  unequiTocal  *"  — 
mind  that  he  wishes  ■     ■ 

internal  taxation. 

The  gentleman  had  distinctly  said  that  the 
system  of  revenue  which  was  now  in  operation 
had  been  tried  j  that  it  had  failed;  and  that  we 
must  change  it.    Mr.  W.  said  he  was  not  dis- 

Ksed  to  think  or  to  act  with  the  gentleman  from 
nnsylvania ;  that  he  denied  to  the  gentleman 
the  fon^  of  his  argument,  founded  upon  the  inad- 
equacy of  our  present  system.  But  admitting  it 
to  be  madequate,  Mr.  W.  denied  the  propriety  or 
policv  of  such  a  remedy  as  that  gentleman  pro- 
posed. Sir,  said  he,  what  is  the  tmI  cause  or  the 
deficit  in  the  revenue  ?  Is  the  deficiency  owing 
to  any  fault  in  the  system  itself,  or  does  it  proceeo 
from  the  enonoous  expendituies  of  money?  I 
say  it  boldly,  and  without  fear  of  contradiction, 
that  the  beggared  condition  of  the  Treasury  arises 
fiom  the  impropec  eipenditnies  of  money,  and 
not  from  any  fault  in  the  revenue  system.  The 
friends  of  tne  present  revenue  system  have  not 
been  disappointed.  It  has  produced  all  the  good 
ihey  expected  would  result  from  it  at  the  time  it 
was  adopted.  But,  sir,  many  heavv  expenditures 
have  since  been  authorized,  and  wnich  were  not 
contemplated  at  the  period  the  system  was  adopt- 
ed. This  is  the  real  cause  of  the  insufficiency  of 
funds  in  the  Treasury. 

No  doubt  a  portion,  and  perhaps  a 
tion,  too.  of  the  failure  arises  from  the  present 
derangea  state  of  the  circulating  medium ;  but 
this  is  no  fault  of  the  system ;  and  notwithstand- 
ing all  these  embarrassments,  it  would  have  an- 
swered every  purpose,  provided  the  expenditures 
had  not  been  unreasonable  and  imi«oper.  The 
sentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  hower^  bad  uni- 
lormly  opposed,  Mr.  W.  said,  every  effort  to  re- 
trench, to  economise,and  to  save  the  public  money. 
So  far,  then,  as  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
was  concerned,  the  deficiency  of  revenue  had 
been  owing  more  to  the  course  of  policv  pursued 
by  him  in  this  House  than  to  any  defect  in  the 
system.  The  system,  Mr.  W.  repeated,  had  not 
failed;  it  had  answered  every  purpose  contempir 
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if  there  was  Tailure  anywhere.  They  had  author- 
ized excessive  expenditures,  not  contemplated. 
Had  the  Army  been  reduced,  as  often  proposed  in 
thb  House,  there  would  not  now  be  a  d^ciency 
of  money  m  the  Treasury.  But  the  gentleman 
Itom  Peniuylvania  had  opposed,  at  all  times,  any 


reduction  of  the  Military  Establishment.  Not 
only  so,  but  the  gentleman  had  opposed  every  at- 
tempt to  reduce  the  expenditures  appertaiuing  to 
the  Army.  Even  the  Yellow  Stone  Expedition, 
condemned  by  the  deliberate  judgment  of  this 
House,  as  not  only  useless  and  expensive,  but  dan- 
gerous, the  gentleman  supported  by  his  vote. 

Mr.  W.  said  it  was  a  source  of  some  little  con- 
solation at  least,  that,  if  the  tariff  bill  went  into 
operation,  Ibe  Army  would  be  reduced  as  a  matter 
of  course.  It  would,  in  that  state  of  tbitigs,  be 
less  necessary  than  it  had  been,  and  its  most  de- 
termined advocates  in  this  House  would  not  any 
longer  be  able  to  sustain  it.  In  any  difficulties 
we  might  calculate  on  with  Spain,  there  appeared 
to  be  no  occasioD  for  the  Army  in  its  present  size. 
But  thinking  the  reductioo  of  the  Army  would 
ensue,  as  a  matter  of  course,  upon  the  passage  of 
the  tariff  bill,  he  should  not  say  any  thing  more  on 
the  subject ;  nor  had  he  provided  any  resolulion 
specifically  for  that  object.  The  next  branch  of 
public  expenditure  rendered  wholly  unnecessary, 
if  the  bill  should  pass,  was  the  appropriation  for 
the  gradual  increase  of  the  Navy. 

Sir,  it  is  proposed  that  we  adopt  a  Chinese  pol- 
icy ;  that  we  shall  always  stay  at  home,  and  never 
¥  I  abroad.  Of  what  use,  then,  can  be  your  Navy? 
he  Navy  was  created  to  defend  yoni  maritime 
and  commercial  rights.  If  yon  have  no  com- 
merce of  what  use  can  be  your  Navy  to  defend  the 
very  rights  which  you  have  declared  you  will  not 
exercise?  Mr.  W.  said  he  would  never  agree  to 
lis  constituenis,  in  the  Grtt  plac^  to  support 
manufacturing  establishments,  and  then  to  sup- 
port an  army  and  a  navy,  rendared  wholly  useless 
and  unnecessary  by  the  policy  propped  to  be 
pursued.  ^ 

Mr.  W.  said,  further,  that,  when  the  commer- 
cial interest  suffers;  when  their  rights  are  inva- 
ded, petitions  flow  in  upon  us ;  are  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  and  by  that  committee 
are  duly  considered.  If  any  law  is  necessary  to 
provide  for  the  commercial  interests,  the  commit- 
tee reporta  bill,  and  it  is  passed  intoalaw.  Thus, 
the  commercial  interest  is  guarded  and  defended. 
At  this  session  we  have,  also,  a  distinct  Commit- 
tee on  Manufactures.  The  mass  of  petitions  and 
docimients  laid  on  our  tables,  and,  above  all,  the 
bills  reported  by  the  gentleman  from  PeonsylTm- 
nia,  tend  to  show  the  great  vigilance  with  which 
the  manufacturing  interest  is  guarded,  Oentle- 
men  say  that  there  are,  in  this  country,  three  in- 
terests, the  agricultural,  commercial,  and  mEmu- 
facturiog.  And  how  happens  it,  sir,  that  the 
agricultural,  the  great  leading  tnd  substaolial 
interest  in  this  country,  has  no  committee — no 
organized  tribunal  in  this  House  to  hear  and  de- 
termine on  their  grievances  ?  If  the  commercial 
or  manufacluting  interests  are  afiected,  the  cry 
resounds  throughout  the  country  i  remonstrances 
flow  in  upon  us ;  they  are  referred  to  conmulIeCE 
appoinlea  for  the  purpose  of  guarding  them,  aud 
adequate  remedies  are  provided.    But,  sir,  when 

X culture  is  oppressed,  and  makes  complaint, 
X  tribunal  is  in  this  House  to  hear  and  detn> 
mine  on  the  grieronce? 
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The  policy  parsaed  liv  the  genilemati  from  Penn- 
svtvania,  who  ia  at  ttie  head  of  that  committee, 
Aows  yon  that  agiiculture  can  get  nothing  from 
mamilactiites.  Let  us,  then,  have  a  distinct  and 
separate  committee  on  agriculture,  to  henr  &nd 
determine  on  the  grievances  of  which  that  inter- 
est may  complain.  Sir,  I  wish  to  hear  the  agri- 
cnltar&l  voice  of  the  country ;  let  the  farmers  and 
planters  speak.  They  constitote  an  interest  which 
to  all  other  interests  is  as  ten  to  one,  tweetjr  to 
one,  or  one  hmidred  to  one.  They  are  patient 
and  long  suffering,  they  will  bear  a  great  deal 
without  murmur  or  complaint.  But  there  is  a 
point  beyond  which  they  cannot  bear.  Beyond 
that  point  I  fear  we  are  about  to  so.  For  the 
purpose,  therefore,  of  having  some  tru>uiiB]  before 
whom  the  agricultural  interest  may  appear,  I  shall 
submit  a  resolution  to  Krfablish  a  committee  on 
that  subject.  They  are  the  majority,  they  have  « 
right  not  only  to  be  heard,  but  to  control.  Op- 
press them  only  a  little  longer,  and  they  will  rise 
m  the  majesty  of  their  strength ;  they  must  and 
will  demand  suitable  relief.  Mr.  W.  concluded 
bj  offering  the  foUoiring  resolutions  j  which  were 
read: 

RtMolvtd,  That  thaCoiDinittceQf  Wajiuid  Hsani 
ba  instruettd  to  report  k  bill  repailiDB  any  Uw  oi 
laws  makinf  apprapriationi  foi  ths  increua  of  tba 
Nav;  or  the  UniUd  SUtw. 

Sitohtd,  That  the  Committee  of  Way*  and  Mean* 
be  InitTDcted  to  report  a  bill  calling  home  the  iqna- 
dron  hi  (he  Mediteranean  hb. 

Mr.  Williams  submitted,  also,  the  following 
resolution  to  amend  the  tales,  which  Ues  on  the 
tkble  one  day  of  courae : 

Jtowbed,  That  an  ■dcUtiooal  (tanding  camuitUe 
ba  appointed,  to  ba  deniuninalad  "  Tba  Conmutlee  on 
Agnenltore." 

THE  ARMY. 

Mr.  Floyd,  of  Virginia,  rose  and  said,  he  was 

gad  to  see  the  course  taken  by  bis  friend  from  North 
arolina.  Mis  intention  Was  lo  offer  another  res- 
olution, pressing  the  same  object  still  farther.  Mr. 
P.  had  BO  hesitation  in  saying,  that  if  the  pt«sent 
tariff  passed,  from  the  effects  lie  believed  it  would 
produce  upoh  the  country,  that  it  would  cause  a 
radical  change  in  all  his  opinions,  as  it  regarded 
the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States.  He 
fdt  it  due  to  himself  to  say,  that  heretofore  he  had 
been  friendly  to  the  Army  and  HaTy ;  but  would 
rather  dispense  with  both  than  oppress  the  cormtry 
with  a  system  of  escise  and  taxes.    He  knew  there 


and  best,  of  supporting  the  Government,  which 
looked  to  direct  taxes;  iiut  he  was  not  one  of  that 
number;  his  antipathy  to  that  system  was  stilt  the 
same.  The  motion,  therefore,  which  he  was  about 
to  sobmii,  proceeded  from  a  strong  conviction, 
that,  unless  we  reduced  our  expenditures  in  this 
way,  this  oppressive  and  ruinoas  system,  which 
we  are  threatened  with,  must  rery  shortlr  be 
brought  into  operation,  which  wHl  require  at  least 


eight  or  ten  millions  annnaSy  of  direct  tax — a  smn 
which  the  community,  in  times  of  greater  pros- 
perity, could  not  bear,  and,  in  these  times  of  diffi- 
culty and  distress  cannot  be  paid  unless  by  a  sacri- 
fice of  property,  perhaps  af  less  than  a  fifth  of  its 
Tatue. 

Mr.  F.  believed  the  revenues  of  the  country 
woold,  for  several  yean,  be  less  and  less;  that 
each  year  would  show  a  still  greater  deceit,  until 
the  trade  of  the  world  settled  down  to  the  proper 
point,  which  the  wants  and  situation  of  all  would 
ultimately  determine.  Whilst  a  navy  could  be  of 
no  use  to  us,  haying  no  commerce  to  protect,  as 
we  were  about  to  become  a  nation  of  w»rers,  he 
could  not  think  it  necessary  to  retain  that  wbich 
formed  so  large  a  part  of  our  expenditut^.  A  few 
small  vessels,  to  protect  our  coasting  ti«de,  whilst 
they  took  their  manufactures  lo  the  South,  and 
returned  with  cargoes  of  cotton,  might  be  u;iful ; 
more  was  unnecessary  and  burdensome,  and  must 
in  a  short  time  decay,  and,  with  the  tonnage  of 
the  country,  disappear. 

The  Army,  Mr.  F.  said,  which  likewise^ormed 
so  large  a  portion  of  our  expenses,  could  with 
much  jffoprieiy  be  dispensed  with.  A  few,  very 
few,  were  necfssary  to  take  care  of  the  fortificft- 
tions  which  might  be  now  finished,  or  which,  by 
existing  contracts  or  appropriations,  may  soon  M 
so.  The  defence  of  every  country,  Mr.  F.  said, 
depended  u^n  the  security  of  a  few  important 
points,  leaving  the  intermediate  ports  to  be  pro- 
tected by  movements  fitom  these  points  ;  Thotigh 
now,  he  believed,  there  wonld  be  still  less  cause 
to  apprehend  any  thing  from  contact  with  other 
nations,  as  We  were  about  to  become  manufac- 

Mr.  P.  said,  he  did  not  see  the  necessity  of  an 
excise  and  direct  taxes  at  the  present  time,  par- 
ticularly as  the  friends  of  the  present  measure 
seemed  disposed  to  adopt  the  Chinese  policy ;  an 
army  and  navy,  under  snch  circumstances,  could 
only  serve  to  remind  us  of  what  We  once  were. 
If  there  was  war,  or  any  necessity  of  the  country, 
not  resulting  from  a  measure  of  onr  ofrn,  at  this 
time,  knowing  it  to  lead  directiy  to  a  system  of 
internal  taxation,  he  would  vole  for  a  tax  as  high 
as  any  gentJeraan  would  desire ;  but,  when  no  ne- 
cessitv,  in  his  opinion,  did  exist,  he  tna  averse  to 
any  toiog  of  the  sort.  The  pwttcular  distie^ses 
of  the  country,  instead  of  prompting  to  impositions 
upon  the  people,  required,  in  his  opinion,  grtaX 
care  and  economy  in  the  management  of  a&irs, 
to  avoid  necessity  for  any  new  demands.  He 
could  not  see  die  wonderful  benefits  which  were 
to  restdt  to  Ais  people,  from  this  Qovemment, 
when  they  were  made  to  feel  heavy  burdens  to 
support  an  army  and  navy,  which  could  have  no 
other  employment  than  protectinz  the  weavers. 
This  country,  said  Mr.  P.,  is  unlixe  any  other;  ' 

Ae  Oeneiat  Oovemment  cim  have  no  subject  of 
expense,  but  such  as  is  tmly  national :  an  army,  . 

a  navy,  the  civil  list;  the  commeKe  of  the  coon-  I 

try  in  time  of  peace,  ought,  if  possible,  'to  pay  that 
expense,  and  not  harass  the  citizen  with  two  sys-  | 

terns  of  taxation.  If  things  were  permitted  to  re- 
main, the  revome  of  the  country,  with  ptctpet 
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ecODomjr,  would  be,  as  it  ought  to  be,  equal  to  all 
the  demandsupon  the  Treasury.  Mi.  F.  repeated, 
that  in  oSeiioe  this  resolutioD,  he  bad  no  feeling 
hostile  to  the  Army  or  Nary,  but  was  actuated  by 
a  desire  alone  to  reduce  toe  expenditures  of  the 
nation,  that  if  possible,  the  heavy  taxes  with  which 
we  were  threatened,  Ijy  the  friends  of  the  tariff, 
might  be  avoided.  He  said  he  had  still  a  hope 
that  this  bill,  fraught  with  evil,  which  he  conceived 
it  to  be,  which  he  saw  would  inevitably  pass  this 
House,  would  be  arrested  elsewhere.    Ur.  F.  then 


Jiaobed,  That  tbe  ComioiUM  on  MUiUry  Aflkin 
ba  imtroctcd  to  rapoit «  bill,  reductof  du  Aim;  ot 
tho  United  SutM  to  nz  thouuDd  msD,  10  eoniUt  of 
a  dae  proportion  of  iafantry,  •rtUleiy,  and  rifleman. 

BEVIsrON  OF  THK  TABIFP. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  regulate  the  duties  on  ink' 
ports  and  tonnage  was  read  the  third  time. 

Mi.  Baldwin  remarked,  that  it  would  be  recol- 
lected the  bounty  on  pickled  fish  exported  had 
been  increased  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  in 
conseqnence  of  an  increase  of  the  duty  on  im- 
psrled  sale — the  duty  on  salt  had  suteequenlly 
been  reduced,  but  it  had  been  omitted  at  the  same 
time  to  make  a  corresponding  change  in  tbe  bounty 
on  pickled  fish.  He  presumed  there  could  be  no 
objection  now  to  make  this  amendment,  and 
moved  that  the  House  agree  thereto  by  general 
consent,  (b}^  which  only  an  amendment  can  be 
made  to  a  bill  in  the  House  on  the  third  reading.) 

The  motion  was  objected  to,  and  of  course 
failed. 

Mr.  Rhea  then  rose  and  spoke  about  an  hour 
against  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  SLocnMB.  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to  re- 
commit the  bill,  with  instrncliona  to  reduce  tbe 
doty  on  imported  iron  in  bars,  &c.,  from  $1  35  to 
75  cents  per  hundred  weight. 

This  motion  produced  a  debate  of  considerable 
duration,  touching  occasionally  on  the  general 
merits  of  the  bill,  as  well  as  on  the  expediency  of 
committing  the  biU  for  the  purpose  proposed. 

The  motion  to  recommit  the  bill  was  advocated 
by  Messrs.  Slocohb,  PiNCK.t ev,  Silbbee,  Mer- 
CKR,  Nelson,  of  Massachusetts,  Mobtow,  SwrTB, 
of  north  Carolina,  Livbrmorb,  Floyd,  Holmes, 
and  Foot,  and  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Kinbbv, 
Smith,  at  Maryland,  Baldwin,  Storks,  Skb- 
OEAMT,  and  Oaoaa,  of  New  York.  The  debate 
continued  until  about  four  o'clock. 

Mr.  KiKecv,of  New  Jersey,  addressed  tbe  House 
aa  follows — 

Mr.  Speaker :  Did  I  believe  this  item  of  the  bill 
was  either  partial  in  its  operation,  or  local  in  its 
eflects,  I  should  not,  at  present,  oppose  the  motion  ; 
bat,  believing,  as  1  do.  that  the  merease  of  duty,  as 
contemplated  by  the  bill,  is  not  more  than  neces- 
sary for  the  protection  of^one  of  the  most  valuable 
of  oui  manu&ctures,  I  am  necessarily  compelled 
to  oppose  every  attempt  to  withdraw  from  them 
that  fostering  protection  they,  at  this  tima  so  much 
require,  to  preserve  those  that  are  partially  in  ope- 
ration,  and  resuscitate  those  that  have  gone  lo  ae- 
lOth  Con.  1st  Ssii.— 68 


cay.  Tbe  question,  whether  we  shall  give  efficient 
protection  to  our  manufactures  of  iron,  is  not  con- 
fined to  local  or  sectional  districts,  but  spreads  itself 
over  the  whole  continent.  Nature  has  extended 
the  iron  region  through  every  Stale  in  greater 
quantity  and  Buperior  quality  than  to  any  other 

Sortion  of  tbe  globe ;  and  it  Delongs  to  ns,  as  tbe 
epository  of  the  nation's  highest  interests,  to  seize 
the  present  opportonitj^  to  call  into  operation  the 
dormant  resources  which  a  mistaken  policy  has 
discouraged  in  some  instances,  and  in  others  ne~ 
glected,  to  give  energetic  efficiency  to  this  branch 
of  national  industry,  so  essential  to  our  strength, 
wealth,  and  independence.  "  To  be  independent 
for  the  comforts  of  life,  we  must  fabricate  them 
ourselves,"  isamaximof  one  of  out  greatest  states- 
men ;  it  is  a  principle  of  national  economy,  self- 
evident,  and  admits  not  of  a  doubt  j  and  yet,  whilst 
the  quantity  made  in  the  country  is  lessening,  and 
our  importations  have  very  considerably  incrnsed. 
we  are  told  nofurther  protection  is  necessary;  and 
several  gentlemen  from  Massachusetts,  with  great 
plausibiTity  of  reasoning  and  apparent  accuracy  of 
calculation,  have  given  you  the  cost  of  making  a 
ton  of  bar  iron,  and,  with  the  ore  brought  from 
New  Jersey,  have  stated  the  cost  at  less  than  fifty 
dollars  a  ton ;  whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  gentle- 
men of  unimpeachable  veracity,  knowledge,  and 
integrity,  and,  on  a  former  occasion,  under  the 
sanctity  of  an  oath,  declared,  that,  in  New  Jersey, 
it  cannot  be  produced  under  one  hundred  dollar* 
per  ton.  Another  gentleman  from  M^assachuselts, 
denying  all  local  prejudices  undertakes  to  show 
tbe  impolicy  of  increasing  the  duty  on  iron,  as  it 
must  operate  agaiost  the  interests  of  his  constitu- 
ents, In  nanufacturing  nails,  sprigs,  and  brads, 
forgetting  that,  on  a  former  occasion,  the  duty  was 
raised  on  sprigs  and  brads,  on  his  own  motion, 
from  three  cents  per  pound  to  fire  cents  per  thoo- 
sand,  equal,  on  sprigs  of  one  thousand  to  tbe  ounce, 
to  eighty  cents  per  pound,  being  an  increase  of 
seventy-seven  cents  per  pound.  This  was  asain 
introduced  into  the  present  bill,  and  carried  by  a 
large  majority.  In  answer  to  those  gentlemen 
who  contend  that  themanufaclureof  iron  is  a  pro- 
ductive one,  and,  as  some  have  attempted  to  proT^ 
the  most  profitable  of  any  other,  I  would  call  their 
attention  to  tbe  quantity  annually  imported,  and 
the  decayed  and  dilapidated  state  of  the  works 
which,  to  tbe  capitalist  or  adventurer,  are  like 
beacons  to  warn  all  from  embarking  in  undertak- 
ings wherein  so  many  have  been  shipwrecked,  and 
where  the  mouldering  monuments  of  political  er- 
rors deter  the  industrious  adventurer  from  a  pur- 
suit which  has  involved  in  loss  and  bankruptcy 
three-foarths  of  tbe  individuals  engaged  in  those 
useful  and  necessary  establishments.  Those  dis- 
tricts which  may  be  properly  called  the  iron  dis- 
tricts, and  which  for  many  years  have  supported 
a  hardy,  industrious,  and  enterprising  race,  have 
in  a  manner  become  depopulated^  and  where  the 
busy  bum  of  industry  spread  happiness  and  [Jennr, 
now  meagre  misery  and  want  have  usurped  the 
place. 

To  those  who  contend  that  the  protection  con- 
templated by  tbe  present  bill  will  eventually  amount' 
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to  a  wohibiiion,  and,  by  a  __ 

fwtuca  1  confesi  myulf  incapable  of  understBDO- 
ng)  undertake  to  prore  the  pieseot  protection  is 
too  higb,I  have  onif  to  answer,  we  have  imported 
tbft  hat  je^r  twenty  thoiuaad  tons,  and  the  present 
dutf,  though  iocrtased  from  forty-five  to  seventy- 
five  cents  per  hundred  weight,  has  had  do  effect  in 
iocreating  the  price  to  the  consumer,  decreasing 
the  reveoue,  or  lessening  the  quantity  imported, 
irhich  has  continued  to  increase  as  our  own  has 
diminished.  Thus,  it  is  evident,  contrary  to  the 
mwniog  and  cases  stated  by  gentlemen,  we  are 
annually  becoming  more  and  more  dependent 
Burope  for  an  article  the  most  essential  to  < 
comfort,  safety,  and  independence. 

In  travelUnff  through  tnose  districts  where  once 
K  brave,  rugg^,  enterprising  population  thronged 
tioag  those  streams  and  rivers  ttiat  propelled  the 
worb,  and,  by  their  productive  labor,  added  to  th£ 
lUtioiul  strength  and  wettlih,  a  vigorous  activity 
was  manifest  on  every  side,  whilst  iucfeasing 
pTOKperily  stamped  cheerfiilneH  on  every,  counte- 
naoce.  At  present,  the  witherins  blight  of  forei 
canpeiition  has  destroyed  estaUisbments  whii  . 
fw  half  a  centuiy,  have  been  progressive,  but,  at 
fnoent,  are  wholly  abandoned,  and  we  have  be- 
COna  dependent  on  the  industry  of  Europe  for  two 
millioa  dollars  of  an  article  which  could  have 
bean  produced  from  our  own  mines  and  mountains 
by  that  labor  which  has  been  lost 
and'  thousaads  of  individuals,  in  place  of  being 
nofiubly  employed,  are,  at  present,  tnirdensome  to 
Uke  community,  and  an  industrious  race  of  men 
bave  been  forced  from  the  place  of  their  nativity, 
DMT  and  praniless.  to  seek  a  subsistence  in  other 
districts,  and  bjr  other  avocations.  Their  knowl- 
edM  in  that  art  m  which  alone  tbey  were  acquaint- 
ed ha*  become  useless  to  themselves,  and  lost  to  the 
naltoo.  Capitals  to  the  amount  of  millions  have 
nnk  from  society,  which  can  never  be  restored. 
Thu*  has  one  of  our  most  useful  branches  of  ' 


J  been  saicrificed  at  ihe  shrine  of  commercial 
ty,  whose  advocate 
tlagl  which  continue  to  paralyze  the  industry 


iviih  those 


of  the  country,  slill  insatiate,  cry,  give !  give 
t^  you,  l^  increasing  duty  on  iron  you  ioc 
tbfl  expense  of  ship  buildios,  on  which  they  are 
dciiroas  to  make  proSt.  Why  will  not  gentlemen 
mply  the  same  principles  and  doetrines  in  this  a* 
is  other  branches  of  labor,  and  buy  their  ships 
irikenthey  can  procure  them  the  cheapeit  1  Must 
tfas  whole  interest  of  the  nation  continue  to  be 
luted  tg  si^port  this  commercial  mania?  It  is 
time  for  this  Oovermnent  to  turn  its  attention  to 
thosa  inestimable  establishments  resting  on  terra 
Stto^  which  will  lay. the  permanent  buis  of  our 
fptnre  ^rmtness  and  power  on  the  solid  foundation 
of  nabonal  industry.  Too  long  has  this  unsub- 
Hantial  vision  of  coounercial  advancement  mL-Jed 
the  nation.  She  deserted,  after  leading  us  into  a 
war ;  she  will  d  isappoint  oui  expectations  now  we 
are  at  peace:  yet,  by  her  meretricious  arts,  she 
iMks' to  engross  the  whole  of  Governmental  pac- 
lonage,  whilst  the  National  Legislature,  with 
maternal  solicitude,  seeks  to  shield  Qer  alone  from 
all  foiaign  CM^tetidoii.    I  feai  the  attempt  will  be 


a  vain  one,  for,  tike  the  unstable  dement  on  which 
she  rests,  she  will  always  continue  to  cast  up  mire 
and  diit.  Is  Government  petitioned  to  aid  the 
manufactures  of  the  country — the  friends  of  com- 
merce exhibit  to  our  view  the  wretched  situation 
of  the  manufactures  of  England,  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  has,  with  a  glowing  Ge- 
nre, represented  them  by  the  type  of  hell  itseB". 
When  commerce  is  spoken  of,  we  are  again  [se- 
sented  with  the  picture  of  the  fast-anchored  isle  as 
aU-powerful  ana  prosperous,  and  as  the  anchor  of 
the  world's  last  hope. 

From  whence  originates  this  national  sensibility 
to  rights  maritime,  and  this  astonishing  apathy  to 

Questions  of  the  highest  interest?  Let  the  least 
bre  of  our  commercial  interests  be  bnt  approached, 
and  the  whole  seaboard  is  roused  as  by  touch  elec- 
tric ;  but  when  a  policy  is  silently  pursued,  by 
which  millions  of  capital  are  lest  to  the  nation, 
and  thousands  of  in^viduals  reduced  to  bankruptey 
and  want,  and  whilst  ruin  is  advancina  with  ac- 
cderated  pace,,  the  most  stoical  indino'ence  is 
mani&sted,  and  many  geiitlemen  have  manifesied 
more  ingenuity  in  defining  and  describing  the 
causes  of  the  failures  of  mannfactories,  thaB  th^ 
have  discovered  solicitude  in  seekiitg  a  ronedy  for 
the  evil.  The  want  of  capital,  the  derangement 
of  business  on  the  withdrawal  of  the  circulating 
medium — those  causes  had  an  effect;  but  the  red 
cause  was  the  want  of  support  against  foreign  com- 
petition. The  want  of  capital  is  disproved  by  the 
solicitude  for  loans  and  the  low  rate  of  interest: 
it  arises  not  from  the  want  of  capital,  but  the  un- 
certainty of  returns  of  capitals  employed.  Wa-s 
confidence  restored  to  those  branches  of  indttstry, 
capital  would  again  revert  to  those  channels  which 
formerly  presented  a  certain  and  most  profitable 
return.  What,  then,  is  our  present  situati(n,  and 
what  can  be  done  to  call  in  looperatioB  (he  dormant 
resources  of  the  country?  Capital  cannot,  with 
any  prospect  of  success,  be  employed  in  commerce, 
from  the  universal  loss  that  has  followed  erery 
^teciesof  foreign  adve&ture;itcaDiu>t  be  employed 
in  agricullure  with  any  prospect  of  success,  from 
the  uncerlaiaty  of  foreign  demaad ;  and  lh«  pros- 
pect of  hope  is  barred  in  the  cbaonel  of  manufac- 
tures, from  the  threatened  ruin  awuting  them  front 
foreign  comnetition.  We  caimot,  by  any  act,  in- 
crease (he  demand  for  oui  suiplDs  agiiicullntal 
productions,  as  that  must  depend  on  the  necessitiea 
of  foreign  nations.  We  canixot  extend  foreign 
commerce,as  that  depends  on  thecaprieeandcoB- 
tinsencies  of  foreign  Governments.  But  we  can, 
ana  it  is  a  duty  incumbent  on  us,  to  call  into  ope- 
ration millions  of  dormant,  sunken,  unproductive 
capital,  already  vested  in  the  decayed  and  dilapi- 
dated manofactories  of  our  country.  Confidence 
restored  to  those  oikce  profitable  establishments,  the 
cBpitalsretiredfromcommerceand  [he  unproductive 
labors  of  agriculture  will  findasure  and  profitable 
employment}  will,  through  this  channel,  return 
and  give  activity  to  national  industry. 

Notwithstanding  the  improved  state  of  manu- 
factures in  England,  Adam  Smith  has  proven 
agriculture  to  be  the  most  sure  and  profitable  re- 
turn of  capital,  as  it  is  the  only  branch  of  labor 
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onrwliicti  she  has  control;  not  producbg  mffi- 
CMnt  foi  her  own  nibsistence,  she  is  eakbl^  to  fix 
ftistandud  Tslue  to  the  prodaotions  of  tbis  specks 
of  iDdeatry  by  her  corn  lavn.  Tiie  ezamide  of 
Bnttio,  as  it  regftrdaagricultiure,u  preeoitBa  toua 
in  maDufactnrcs;  it  is  witb  ih  the  onl^  launch  of 
iodustrjr  to  which  we  can  give  enogf  and  effi- 
CMaiof,  and  over  which  we  can,  for  manjr  jf»is, 
poMws  a  powerfnl  control  At  the  same  time  we 
gire  to  the  home  trade  inueawd  aetintr  and 
pawcr,  wbicfc  ia  at  all  timcB  themostlncntiTeand 
c«1aiDpanioDofoi]rcommefc&  Asia  the  inde 
wilh  foKignnatioas,  founded  on  lecipracity,  th« 
pndta  must  be  dinded ;  tberefoie,  one  half  the 
profiti  oa  the  labor  necessary  to  prodooetbeuticte 
ofezebaiiBeyoeetotbefbreifDmerehanl.  Where- 
as, in  e>cMni«s  hctwMtt  one  Stale  and  another, 
tMwbote  pmt  is  saved  to  the  conn  try.  Further; 
tjieic^lital  leqiired  to  carry  on  a  foreigpi  trade 
BUM  aLwap  lieiKtealH  than  that  onesaary  for  the 
hMas  trad^  a*  vit  retniBa  mitH  be  much  slower, 
Taqiiitiag  in  soim  inMancei  one  or  two  years; 
wteE(a«y.th«  home- trade  ^res  six  or  twdre  retoms 
iKttesaDMtimeL  Thiisi  iftbe  capitals  are  equal, 
the  home  trade  will  give  twdre  or  btcu  iwenty- 
fbot  tiBM  more  eacoaiagBment  to  the  industry  of 
the  oDimtry  than  the  foreigB  trade ;  or,  the  one- 
ttath  of  the  capital  employed  in  the  home  trade 
Willi  bt  mow  pntdnetire  tban  ten  timea  the  same 
atBOODt  in'  foreign  ttade.  This  reaaoning  is  proven 
to-be  cwreet  byihesitualionof  our  country  during 
the  period  of  embargo,  non-intercourse,  and  war. 
Danng  the  year  1814.  when  the  exports,  foreign 
and  domeetic,  were  sbort  of  seven  millions,  the 
pciee  of  all  agricultural  produetioDs  was  more  thin 
~  c  the  pnce  Ibe  last  year,  when  our  e^tporta 
'  doerenty  millions.  During  the  period  first 
alloded  to,  au  iacreaaed  activity  was  given  to  in- 
ternal industry ;  labor  of  all  kinds  was  in  demand 
ani  amply  companaattd ;  Mid,  though  forcimi  eom- 
mttcewaa  [WDMiatei  the  price  of  land  and  all  kinds 
of  lagriculnual  prodoetions  was  fifty  pw  cent,  above 
tkeyeat  1810,  when  an  univenal  torpor  seems  to 
I»NYade  ereiT  section  of  Uiacount^,  and  a  paraly- 
B»-ha*  aeized  on  all  kiads  of  bosineaa  and  indnatry. 
The  sympathy  extgesatd  Iff  the  advocates  of  eom- 
ibtnt,  for  the  iateiesls  of  agriculture,  is  wholly 
iwnaeesMry;  The-  gnat  agricnlwiml  States  of 
NaW'York  asd  Pentisylvasla,  ever  attenitve  to 
thrir  Inie  iatereala,  and  well  acqaaiDted  with  the 
aJMreesof  their WMlth,h«ve  instructed  their  repT«< 
BoMuivai  to  protect  manufactures.  The  Btates  of 
Ohio  and  New  Jersey  have  nnanimoualy  done  the 
sams.  Let  us  not  be  told  that  the  agricultwisi  is 
of^XMod  to  manufacturea ;  it  is  a  libeTon  thai  noble 
and  patriotic  portion  of  the  community.  When 
did  the  farmer  shrink  from  any  deprivation  ca 
danger  when  the  independence  of  his  country  was 
the  stake  to  be  contended  foil  Are  the  important 
ewnts  in  oar  history  so  soon  forgottml  In  the 
laal  contest  for  our  rishts,  maritime  war,  with  all 
il»  evils,  sacrificea,  and  d^ivatiras,  was  submitted 
to,  aDd  met  with  a  cbeerfalness  and  dignity  chai- 
aolwistic  of  the  nation.  The  pride  of  Inde^n- 
dtfii)^  the  hope  of  future  prosperity,  in  imagma- 
tW,  in*n'Td  some  future  good  beyond  ihehorinn 


of  present  ill ;  he  was  willing  to  sacrifice  the  u^ 
pei:^  of  petBonal  enjoyment  for  the  gratifying 
triumph  ol  national  superiority,  oonniiaus  he  wrMm 
sink  more  sweetly  to  tne  grave  by  leaving,  to  his 
children  the  inheritance  of  liberty. 

Sir,  we  ere  legislating  for  the  same  proud,  cal> 
cuktittg,  brave  yeomanry  now,  who  are  fully  com- 
petent to  estimate  every  act  that  increases  the  na- 
tional strength  or  advances  their  futnre  proapectib 
The  friends  of  maau&ctures  ask  no  sacrificea;  they 
ere  aloae  solicitotu  to  recall  into  operatibn  million 
(^  dormant  sunken  capital,  which,  whilst  it  reoalk 
into  active  operation  the  paralyzed  indnstry  of  the 
eounoy,  calls  for  the  developement  of  the  som^es 
of  national  wealth.  The  object  of  the  present 
tariff  is  to  make  this  country  independent  of  the 
world,  to  lay  the  foundations  of  its  fotnre  greatnen 
on  the  solid  basis  of  its  owniDternals[rcngth,and, 
from  the  profitable  emidoymest  of  the  labor  of  the 
country,  create  durable  riches.  Keep  firmly  to 
your  purposes  and  the  voice  of  the  Republic  will 
sMiction  the  act.  By  such  a  connc!  of  policy  we 
disooBacct  ounelves  from  the  cDtaBgUnc  aUianoaa 
of  Europe  and  become  what  we  ooghl  to  be,  a 
nation  tntly  Amierican.  These  observations  wen 
neoessary,  m  answer  to  the  several  genllanen  who 
have  enaeavored  to  prove  the  interest  of  mannfaa- 
tores  adverse  to  agricultarb  But,  with  respect  to 
the  qaeation  immediately  bdbre  the  House,  the  in- 
crease of  the  duty  cm  iron,  it  may  be'  necessaiy  to 
advMt  to  the  mogress  of  the  manufacture  of  that 
precious  metal  in  other  countries. 

In  Russia,  from  whenee  we  derive  our  largest 
supply,  when  Peter  the  Great  came  to  the  empire, 
be  found  the  iron  manuiactoriea  in  the  possession 
of  British  agents,  and  the  trade  almost  wholly  mo- 
nopolized by  Enfflish  merchants.  Indignant  at 
an  usurpation  so  detrimenial  to  the  interestsof  his 
empire,  he  descended  into  the  mines;  he  explor«l 
ana  estimated  the  advantagee  of  those  inexnaiMi- 
ble  sources  of  wetdih ;  he  became  a  pnctical  work- 
man at  the  foree-hunmer :  be  appropriated  to  the 
nation  the  wealth  previously  usu^ed  by  foreigners} 
and,  in  the  short  space  of  twenty-five  years,  was 
enabled,  after  supofying  the  wants  of  the  naticM^ 
to  export  to  England  alone,  and  on  account  ot 
Russian  merchants,  forty  thousand  tons  of  bar  iron. 
About  this  period,  Oreat  Britain  had  ceased,  in  a 
meamire^  to  make  bar  iron,  and,  from  the  appi^ 
hension  of  the  destractioo  of  the  timber  in  the  ri- 
cinity  of  the  iron  works,  by  various  acts  of  Pailia* 
meat,  prohibited  the  makiuK  of  iron  within  twenty 
miles  of  London,  thirty  miles  of  the  Thames,  and 
in  a  number  of  the  coimties  throug^ioul  the  ktiQ- 
dom ;  so  that,  thirty  year*  ago,  England  maoube- 
tured  not  more  than  eighteen  thousand  tims  of  bar 
iron.  Butwhenilwasdiscovered  that,  by  a  chem- 
ical preparation,  the  coal  of  her  mines  could  be 
appropriated  to  the  making  of  iron,  her  wo^  in- 
crnsed  to  that  extent,  that  she  now  is  canaUe  of 
manufacturing  300,000  tons  annually.  The  his- 
torr  of  this  impMtant  manufacture,  as  now  cited, 
ana  the  progress  it  has  made  in  those  countries, 
oittht  10  be  the  policy  of  this  Oovemmeot.  Tba 
vaToe  and  importance  of  the  article  is  too  well  na- 
daniood  to  nsdcrtajke  to  prore  it ;  snffice  it  tfr  say, 
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that,  in  a  national  point  of  view,  it  is  essential  to 
our  independence  and  safety;  individaally,  it  is 
indispensable  to  the  existence  of  cirilized  society. 
It  now  becomes  necessary  to  show  the  former  and 
present  situation  of  those  manufactories  whose  Ian- 
guiEhing  condition  tbTetttens  their  total  overthrow; 
atso,  that,  with  a  proper  encouragement,  the  works 
already  erected  are  capable  of  furnishing  a  supply 
for  the  consumption  of  the  country. 

In  1810,  according  to  Cox's  tables,  there  were 
one  hundred  and  forty  fntnaces  in  the  United 
States;  producing  fifty-three  tfaoniand  fire  hun- 
dred and  forty  tons  per  annum;  equal  in  value 

to ^457,87& 

The  number  of  forges,  in  the  same  year, 
was  459, making  27,091  tons  bar  iron, 
equal  in  Talne  to    -       -       -       -    3,104 


MaUng  a  total  product  of  - 


-  86,562,573 


From  the  statement  of  1610  and  the  present 
year,  in  New  Jersey,  it  appears  that  the  quantity 
made  last  year  is  less  than  the  former  by  upwards 
of  two  thousand  tons,  whilst,  at  the  same  time, 
the  increased  capacity,  if  sufficiently  protected 
against  foreini  competition,  is  capable  of  produc- 
ing nearly  three  times  the  quantity  produced  in 
1810,  and  it  is  fair  to  premune  the  same  will  be 
the  result  throughout  the  Union.  Prom  the  most 
accurate  calculation  made  in  1816,  the  quantity  of 
bar  iron  required  for  the  consumption  of  the 


try,  was  little  rising  forty-eiebt  thousand  to 
the  capacity  of  the  country,  if  worked  to  the  I 
advantage,  was  equal  to  forty-Sve  thousand  ti 


From  the  depresston  of  commerce,  but  little 
quired  for  ship-building ;  and,  from  the  depressed 
(tale  of  maauiactures,  and  all  other  kinds  of  busi- 
nesi,  it  is  presumable  the  quantity  required  for 
C(»isumption,  at  present,  is  short  of  forty  thousand 
tons.  Tbe  quantity  imported  in  1816  was  twenty- 
one  thousand  five  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  in  the 
last  year  nearly  the  same  amount;  it  is  evident, 
therefore,  the  quantity  imported  is  greater  than  the 
ooaatity  produced  in  the  coontry.  Such,  then,  is 
OM.situation  of  those  imporlant  establishments  at 
present.  Bncb  are  xbe  gloomy  prospects  of  those 
who  are  compelled  to  putsue  a  business,  the  profits 
of  which  are  not  commenGurate  with  the  toil  and 


Bat  ail  the  property  they  possess  consists  in  their 
works,  mountams,  and  minerals,  They  have, 
thereforei  been  imder  the  necessity  of  keeping  so 
much  in  operation  as  to  keep  h^eUier  a  few  work- 
men ;  conscious  that  the  inestimable  value  of  those 
estabiisbments,  in  a  national  point  of  view,  woutd 
eventually  receive  that  support,  from  an  eulight- 
tsted  Legislature,  as  would  render  them  condu- 
cive to  individual  advantage.  Had  those  useful 
establiBhmenii  received  the  early  patronage  of 
Government,  and  not  have  been  suffered  to  go  to 
decay^  it  is  true,  a  protecting  duty,  Gomething  less 
than  IS  now  comtemplated,  mi^ht  probably  have 
been  sufficient ;  but  the  duty  laid  by  the  first  tariff 
not  only  failed  in  protecting,  but  hastened  to  ruin 
a  great  portion  of  those  useful  works.  It  beccnnes 
necessary,  therefore,  at  tbe  present,  togivestimnlns 


and  excitement  sufficient  to  recall  into  opeiation 
every  establishment  where  iron  can  be  made.  The 
protecting  the  making  of  iron  u  as  necessary  for 
our  national  safety,  as  the  erection  of  the  fortifica- 
tions along  the  seaboard,  or  the  increase  of  that 
proud  Navy  to  which  we  look  up  with  so  much 
confidence  and  pride. 

And  as  the  labor  necessary  to  produce  the  article 
must  eventually  fix  its  relative  value,  a  home  com- 
petition vrill,  in  a  short  time,  bring  the  article  to 
the  consnmer  at  its  lowest  rate  poasible ;  ami,  in 
place  of  being  dependent  on  foreign  nations  for 
one  of  the  first  necessaries  of  civiliz^  life,  we  will, 
in  a  short  time,  be  able  to  make  it  a  valuable 
article  of  expcMt. 

Of  furnaces  we  have  sufficient  to  supply  all  the 
pigs  and  castings  required  for  our  wants,  in  some 
mstuicei,  of  a  quality  superior  in  tenacity  and 
excellence  to  any  in  the  world.  It  becwnes  us, 
then,  as  the  guardians  of  the  nation's  interests 
and  saf«y,  to  proceed  with  an  unhllering  hand, 
and  to  let  the  embarrasaing  speculation  of  no  theo- 
rist afiect  the  energy  of  our  purposes;  and,  t^ 
possinc  the  present  tariff  entire,  assnre  the  despond- 
ing halting  manufacturer  the  Etmng  arm  <k  the 
Government  will  protect  him,  and  that  he  may 
advance  forward  with  a  confidence  of  success. 


misled  the  policy  of  our  Legislanires,  and  torn) 
their  attention  from  the  solid  strength  and  r 


sources  of  the  country;  and,  instead  of  exhibiting 
those  expanding  views  becoming  to  the  legislators 
of  a  great  empire,  they  have,  in  too  many  instances, 
drivelled  into  all  the  narrowness  of  counting-house 
calcidaton.  How  comet  it  that  commerce  or  far~ 
eign  trade  should  be  erected  into  a  kind  of  neces- 
sary &bric,  that  we  must  not  touch  it,  or,  at  least, 
with  cautious,  trembliog  ddicacy? 

The  advocates  of  commerce  have  imjustly  rep- 
resented manufactures  as  unfavorable  to  agriciu- 
ture  and  foreign  trade.  This  is  not  the  case.  Man- 
ufactures are  the  surest  support  of  agriculture; 
aad  our  commerce  in  future  must  depend  on  the 
antecedent  ability  of  the  consumer,  and  not  on  the 
misery  and  convulsed  state  of  European  nations- 
The  profits  of  our  foreign  trade  must  resolve  itself 
into  tlte  previous  wealth  and  ability  of  the  coim- 
try.  The  merchant  must  be  paid  by  the  iuUnd 
consumer;  his  profits  must  be  derived  from  an 
antecedent  wealth,  that  exists  independently  of 
himself,  which  weidth  must  depend  on  the  vahie 
of  the  labor  of  the  country ;  which  again  rcKtlves 
itself  into  the  absolute  value  of  the  sunilus  product 
of  the  whole  labor  of  the  nation.  If,  therefore, 
the  value  of  the  exportable  surplns  be  reduced  to 
one  half  itsfoimer  value,  the  amount  of  the  whole 
profit  of  the  foreign  trade  must  be  reduced  propor- 
tions biy,  as  you  then  direct  the  labor  of  the  countiy 
to  a  more  profitable  and  extended  emfrfoyment. 
By  the  extension  and  protection  of  manufitcturec, 
you  increase  the  ability  and  capacity  of  the  coim- 
try  for  commercial  enterprise.  Tne  wealth  of 
the  country  consists  in  the  absolute  value  of  the 
amount,  and  not  in  tbe  quantity,  of  its  (wodtictB. 
If  we  increase  the  amount  ot  our  agriailturtl 
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^oduetioiu  to  an  excess  otm  vbtt  we  can  dis]x»e 
of  Of  sonsnme,  it  vould  h&Te  been  better  they  had 
not  been  produced.  The  amount  of  our  imports, 
consequently,  depends  on  the  value  of  our  exports, 
and  the  extension  of  oui  commerce  must  be  regu- 
lated by  the  capacity  and  wealth  of  the  consumer ; 
for  it  must  be  recollected  that  the  jHice  of  the  im- 
ported article  embraces  in  it  not  only  the  wofit  of 
the  merchant  importer,  bat  that  oi  the  difiereni 
cspitalisti  engaged  in  manu&cturing  the  article  in 
foreign  countries:  the  profit  of  the  foreign  capi- 
talist eventually  resolves  itself  into  the  wealth  of 
the  consumer  in  this  country.  And  should  forei^ 
trade  be  annihilated,  this  wealth  would  remain  in 
the  country,  and  be  transferred  to  another  purpose. 

The  loss  of  our  foreign  trade,  to  which  some 
look  with  fearful  apprehensions,  whilst  it  snnihil- 
ate*  the  exportation  of  our  surj^us  produce,  anui- 
bilalet,  at  the  same  time,  the  foreign  article  of 
luxurious  accommodation.  If  the  want  of  a  profit 
on  our  export  tnde  is  to  be  accounted  loss  to  the 
country,  tae  reserving  that  profit  which  we  paid 
urey  to  foreign  capilaiists  and  manufacturers 
must  be  calculated  a  great  gain  to  the  country ; 
the  one  balances  the  other,  and  there  is  no  loss. 
The  pndts  on  one  article  of  exporla,  which  bere- 
lolbre  went  to  sni^ri  tho  menuuui^  roana&ctii' 
nr,andfi>reign capitalist, in  thosecouncries,  (^&om 
wuoh  OUI  exports  aie  at  present  excluded,)  are 
iMerved  at  home,  and  we  have  but  to  renure  the 
maaufactarer  to  our  own  country,  and  the  whole 
pofit  is  divided  between  the  manufacturer,  agri- 
cnltucitt,  and  inland  consumer;  it  exists  ia  the 
oouatry  ;  it  gives  to  national  industry  an  increas- 
ed effioieney,  and  is  a  gmtei  source  of  wealth 
and  affloeoea  than  before.  Does  a  nation  become 
pooreiby  the  loss  of  its  fiireign  trade  1  It  depends 
on  the  cause  to  which  that  Ims  is  to  be  attribited. 
If  it  is  (i«8ln>Ted  by  a  voluntary  obaoge  io  the  de- 
mand of  our  nome  consnmptioiij  &om  articles  of 
ibiaign  to  aitides  of  home  manufacture,  the  nation 
has  not  beoome  poorer. 

We  lose  the  foreign  luxury  for  articles  more 
adapted  to  our  wants  and  interests;  thenationhas 
become  richer ;  it  has  ioeieased  its  resources  and 
enjoyments :  it  has  directad  the  labor  of  the  ooim' 
try  to  articles  of  "■*<"'"■*,  and  embraces  the 
pows  of  maintaining  a  giMler  portion  of  labor 
than  before :  and  it  is  from  labor  issoes  imperisha- 
Ue  riches,  pore  enjoyments,  good  morals,  social 
prosperity,  and  individual  happiness.  Too  lone 
nave  we  »tended  our  views  beyond  the  horizon  oT 
our  own  country  for  oar  future  prosperity  and 
greatness.  For  national  wealth,  we  must  call 
mto  operation  the  dormant  resources  of  the  fossil, 
mineral,  and  vegetable  kingdoms.  For  defence 
and  safety  we  must  depend  on  the  hard-fisted  yeo- 
manry, mechanics,  aua  manttfacturers  of  the  coun- 
try. For  our  weapons  of  war,  to  the  rich  iron 
mmes  universally  extended  over  this  wide-spread 
continent.  Is  the  proud  etnoyment  of  safety  and 
independence  to  be  Dalancedf by  dollars  and  cents? 
I  cannot  listen  with  patience  for  a  moment  to  this 
mercantile  per  cent,  calculation.  We  have  the 
power,  and  it  becomes  the  policy  and  duty  of  this 
House  to  save  from  the  cruel  ignominy  of  disgrace 


and  porert*  thousands  of  meritorious  indiridnals. 
How  cold-nlooded  the  heart  that  can  behold  un* 
moved  the  distressing  scenes  that  every  moment. 
and  from  every  direction,  press  npon  the  view,  and 
can,  with  unfeeling  hardihood,  reject  the  suppli- 
cations, and  refuse  to  listen  to  |^  the  leasoning,  of 
those  Dumerous  petitioners  that  call  for  protection 
and  support!  Away  with  this  merciless  ^tirit; 
let  it  be  oanished  to  the  cheerles^  grovelling  bo- 
som of  the  commercial  foreign  calculator.  It  be- 
comes us  to  elevate  our  views  in  proportion  to  the 
vastness  of  our  territory ;  to  calculate  the  sum  of 
our  eojoyiaents  from  the  variety  of  our  climates, 
and  the  grandeur  of  our  future  destiuy  from  the 
majestic  eoaformatioD  of  our  empire,  to  the  justice 
and  wisdom  of  our  institutions  for  the  tn^servalion 
of  our  freedom,  and  to  the  Ood  of  Heaveo  for  a 
continuance  of  our  union  and  happiness.  I  wilt 
not  be  led  further  into  debate,  but  vote  decidedlv 
against  striking  out  this  important  item  of  the  bill. 

The  motion  to  recommit  was  oqpttved  by  yeas 
and  nays — For  the  recommitment  70,  against  it 
90,  as  follows : 

Tsis^MMsr*.  Abbot,  Aleiandar,  AndwMn,  Ball, 
BtrbODi,  Biyly,  Bravud,  Birsn,  Bnn*el],  Batlerof 
New  HaiBpshire,  CannMi,  Clagett,  Cobb,  Cocke, 
Crafts,  Crawfod,  Oulpsper,  Culusan,  Cathbort,  Ed- 


BSU  Boliiss,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virgiiiia,  Jonas  of 
Tennesses,  Ksnt,  Kindsy,  Lowndei^  HcCor,  Hc- 
Cteaiy,  Hercsr,  Morion,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Maasadm- 
•atls,  Kabon  of  Virginis,  Ormtrest,  Psrksr  of  Tir- 
gtnia,  Pincknsj,  Plamar,  Rankin,  Bsad,  Rhei,  Ridl- 
■ids,  Sinnold,  Bobertaon,  Bampioiit  Silsbea,  Bimkiai^ 
Bloeamb,  B.  anilh  of  VirBinis,  Bmilb  of  North  Cam- 
li&a,  SwBBnDgsn,  TerrsU,  Tnekat  of  Virfinia,  Toeksi 
of  South  CaroliDs,  Tjlsr,  Upham,  Wdkar,  Wstflald, 
WhiUniD,  WiUiuDs  of  Virginia,  WiUiuna  of  North 
Carolina. 

Niva— Hmsts.  Adams,  AUrn  of  Now  York,  Archer 
of  Msryland,  Areber  of  Vij^is,  Bsker,  Baldwin, 
BstemsD,  Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Bodcn,  Brown,  Brush, 
Burton,  Campbell,  Case,  Clark,  Cook,  Dsrlingtoa, 
Daiidsoo,  I>eDDiM>n,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  £dwaid> 
of  Coancclicut,  Er»in,  Fay,  Fiihei,  Folger,  Ford,  For- 
rsat,  Gron  of  New  Ymi,  Om»  of  PtonaytTaiiia, 
Gnyon,  Hacklay,  Hall  of  Hew  YoA,  Ball  of  Dela- 
wue,  Hardin,  Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Heniek,  Hibsb- 
nan,  Hsister,  Hoaletter,  Kendall,  Kinsey,  Liltls, 
Linn,  Lyman,  Madaj,  HcLane  of  Delaware,  McLean 
of  Kentucky,  Hardund,  Uaaon,  Meig*,  Metcalf,  B. 
Moore,  S.  MoOTO,  HoneU,  Moealoy,  Hurray,  Newton, 
Parker  of  Maaaachuaetts,  Fattanon,  Philaon,  Pitcher, 
Rich,  Richmond,  Bogers,  Boas,  Suae,  Bergeant,  BvXIle, 
Shaw,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jeiaay,  Smith  of  Mazy- 
land,  Sonthaid,  Steveaa,  Stom,  Btieet,  Strong  of 
New  York,  Tarr,  Taylor,  ToiolJtieaD,  Tomokin^ 
Tracy,  Trimble,  Vin  Renaaelaer,  Wallace,  Wendo- 
ver,  and  Wood. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  then  moved  that  the 
bill  be  postponed  until  the  first  day  of  the  next 
session,  and  followed  his  motion  by  some  general 
remarb  against  the  bill. 

The  question  on  postponing  the  bill  was  decided 
in  the  negative,  bjr  yeas  and  nays — For  the  post- 
ponement 78,  against  it  90,  as  follows : 
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.Tm»— Mmti.  Abbot,  AluiadM,  AniwMa,  Arohtr 
^liujIiDil,  ArebM-  «f  VirgttiU,  B*II,  Buboor,  Bsj- 
.b,  BnTud,  Bryu),  Bntlon,  Botwell,  Batlai  of  New 
Hunptliits,  Butler  of  Li^  Cannon,  ClagoU,  Cobb, 
Cocke,  Craili,  Onwran),  Cnlbielfa,  Culpeper,  Uath- 
,  BMD,  Cuthbert,  DctUmd,  Gdwenli  of  Norlli  Caralina, 
Fkt,  Fbher,  Flo;d,  Foot,  Fuller,  Oarnett,  U*1I  of  N. 
Cuolint,  Hirdtn,  ilill,  Holmet,  Hooka,  lobaion, 
Jimei  of  Virginit,  Jonei  of  Tenneme,  Soit,  Ltrer- 
note,  Lowndea,  McCoy,  MeCtcur,  Ha]U^,'Mero«r, 
Neala,  Nehon  «f  MHaackntetta,  Nelaon  of  Tirfinia, 
OfaratiMt,  Fukai  of  Virtinia,  PiookBey,  ^mcr, 
Aaakio,  RmJ,  Uim,  Riduvdi,  Binffold,  Robertaoa. 
^SMts,  eUatwa,  SinUna,  ttxaimb,  B.  anUt  «f  Vk- 
,liwa,'Sinitb  of  NmUi  Cai^ina,  BtHog  sf  VenMBt, 
•BwMiatwi.  ToRtti,  Tnokm  sf  Virfima.  TaNkar  of 
.«a^  CwoUm,  Tylar,  Di^ain,  Walkor,  WslMd, 
«....         ™....  _^^f  Viiiiiu^wd  Waiiwaof  N. 


IUti— K««ata.  A4wh,  AIIbd  of  Ktm  Yoik, 
;Bak«t,  BaUwin,  Balaman,  BMcber,  BloonfiaU, 
Boden,  Brown,  Bniib,  CampbeU,  Caaa,  Clark,  Cook, 
DarliBgtoa,  Danniion,  Dswitt,  Didinaon,  Eddy, 
Edwa^a  li  Conaecticnt,  Eihnrda  of  PannaylTania, 
Enin,  Falger,  Ford,  Forreit,  Fnllerton,  Oraaa  of 
:N«T  YoA,  Groaa  of  FanDiylTanU,  Gnyon,  Hack- 
lfr|r,  .Hull  of  Delawan,  Hazard,  Bempbill,  Hen- 
dHeki,  Heirick,  Hibrfmum,  HaiaCer,  "    -  - 


-diaad,  Maaon,  Mofs,  Meualf,  B.>H««n,  S.  Moom, 
-Moadl,  JbntM,  M«aeUy,  Monay,  Newton,  Parkar'of 
'  -a,PattanDn,Ptilaoi>,Piteher,Biek,Bidt- 
~     I,  -Sanpaon,  flawyar.  Bar- 


nant,  «ltaw,  atoan,  Smitbof  Naw  Jataay.^nilh  of 
Harytand,  Sonthaid,  Bunina,  fitana,  StnM,  Staong 
oflJswYMfc,  TaiT,  tMjlai,  TotalinaoB,  Tomnkma, 
rTMKj,  Tdnble,  Van  JtaiiMaUer,  Wallaca,  Wmdaw, 


widWoid. 

^he  question  was  then  takeo,  Shall  the  bill 
pass  7  and  decided  in  the  affiratati*e— yeas  91, 
nays  76,  as  follows : 

Tj»»— Meat™.  Adama,  Alien  of  New  York,  Baker, 
Baldnin,  BaUman,  Beecher,  BloomGald,  Boden, 
Brown,  Brutb,  Campbell,  Ciaa,  CUrk,  Cook,  Dai- 
linfton,  Deoniion,  Dewltt,  DickinuiD,  Dowae,  Eddy, 
Edwuda  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  PenneylTanii, 
ErWn,  Fay,  Fotger,  Ford,  Forreat,  Grois  of  New 
York,  Groia  of  PenuaylvKDit,  Quyon,  Hackley,  Hall 
of  Hew  York,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hazard,  Hempfaill, 
Bcndricki,  Herrick,  Uibahman,  Htiater,  Hoaletler, 
KandaJl,  Kinuy,  Kiniley,  LitUe,  Lion,  Maclay,  Mc- 
tiane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentncky,  Mirchand, 
Maaon,  Meigi,  Metcalf,  B.  MooiP,  S.  Moore,  Monalt, 
Uorlon,  Hoaeley,  Mnrray,  Newton,  Parker  of  Maaia- 
chuiettj,  Patterion,  PhiUon,  Fitcber,  Ricb,  Ricbmond, 
Kogeia,  Bon,  Rdu,  Sainpion,  Sawyer,  Sergeant, 
Bhaw,  8ban,  emilh  of  New  Jeraey,  Hmith  of  Mary- 
land, Southard,  BteTena,  Stom.Stieet,  BtrDtigofNew 
Tork,  Tarr,  Taylor,  TomUnaon,  Tompkini,  Tracy, 
Trimble^  Van  Renaielaer,  Wallace,  Wendaver,  and 
Wood. 

Nats — Mfti.  Abbot,  Alazaiidar,  Andenon,  Ar- 
oher  of  Maryland,  Ambot  sf  Virgtoia,  Ball,  Barbanr, 
Bayly,  Bravard,  Bryan,  Boiton,  Bnrwell,  Bntlar  of 
New  Hampihire,  Botler  of  Looiaaaa,  Caonon,  Clag* 
'  Ml,  Uobb,  Cocke,  CraAa,  Cnwibrd,  Culbntb,  Cd1< 

eper,  Cubman,    Cotbbert,  Daiidion,   Edwarda  of 
DTtb  Caralina,  Fiabei,  Floyd,  Foot,  Fuller,  Foller- 


bw,  Oaraatt,  Hall  af  Norlli  Candioa,  HwdiA,  HUl, 
Holoea,  Beoka,  Johnaon,  Jonia  of  Vufiaia,  Joaca 
of  Tenneaaee,  Kent,  LLraiaore,  l-owadea,  McCoy, 
McCreaiy,  Mallaiy,  Msrear,  Ncale,  Nslaon  of  Uaaaa- 
choaetta,  Nelaon  of  Virginia,  OnntrMt,PatkMofTjr- 
ginia,  Finekney,  PlBmcr,  Bankio,  Reed,Slwa,Rich- 
arda,  Bioggold,  Robcrtaon,  Settle,  -Silabee,  Knkiw, 
Slocnmb,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Bmith  of  Norlh  Cat»- 
lina.  Strong  of  Vermont,  Sweiriagen,  Terrall,  ToAec 
ofTii^nia,Tacke[ofeaiHhCarodna,  Tyler,  Upham, 
Walker,  Waifiekl,  WhilDan,  WiUam  of  Vi«iaia, 
«m1  Williama  of  North  Caiohaa. 

So  the  bill  wss  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Semte 
for  «oncan«Dee. 

Mr.  HiCB  made  a  tnotioa  to  recoDsldcr  the  rote 

g'  which  the  amendmenl  of  the  Senate  to  the 
btrict  BaQk  bill  was  this  moniiiig;  agreed  to; 
but  before  the  ijoestion  was  takeo,  a  motioa  was 
made  to  adj<»irn ;  and,  about  5  o'clock,  the  HoDse 
adjourtted. 

MoMBAF,  U^y  1. 

Hr.  DnxiNaoK  netatt^d  a  petition  •f  anodrf 
mnelMnts  and  tiMen  reaiding  ia'vaTioas  claMs 
in  the  inietior  of  the  State  of  New 'YoH.  aifd 
other  States,  anemUed  in  the  olty  of  'N«ir  Y«A, 
piapag  thatadoty,  notezeaeding  ten  fwr caotam, 
may  be  iropoaed  oo  all  aatca  at  auction,- which 
was  reftrred  to  the  GommitUe  of  the  Whole^to 
which  is  coBunkted  the  bill  laying  dntiea  «i 
of  merehaBdiaeat  auction  in  cerr 
ferred. 

Mr.  STREBTj'from  the  Coraniltee  on  'Ptttumu 
and  :EerolBtionary  Claims,  to  which -was.  referred 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "Afi-aot  for  the 
relief  of  Ebnezer  Stevensand  Austin  L.i8a«fc, 
legal  TepreseBtatires  of  Hiehanlaoa  San^  de- 
ceased, and  others,"  reported  the  'Same  without 
amendment,  and  it  u»a  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  SiLaHGE,  fnwi  the  Commitlte  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  prevent  the  oommanders 
and  other  officers  in  the  naral  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted Btatea  from  accepting  of  any  preaeot  or  tnwl- 
ameot,  of  any  kind  wbaiaver,  trom  any  'King, 
Prince,  or  foreign  Stale,  and  for  other  parpoMs; 
which  WB3  read  twice,  amended  at  the  Clerk's 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  rend  a 
third  time  bMQorrow. 

BOARD  OF  NAVY  00UMI8SI0NER8. 

Mr.  SiLBBEE,  from  the  Comnuttee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  who  were  instructed  to  iikqtiire  into  the 
expediency  of  so  modifying  the  act  establishing  a 
board  of  Commissioners  of  the  Na.vy,  as  to  miuce 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  for  the  time  being,  the 
presLdiogoffieer  of  that  board;  and  also  of  so  limiting 
the  tenor  of  the  commissions  of  the  members  there- 
of, as  to  secare  the  accumulating  experience  and 
talents  of  our  naval  aonuaanders  in  that  deport- 
ment, by  a  periodical  rotatiou  in  office,  made  a 
report  thereon,  stating  that  it  is  inexpedient  at  this 
time  to  make  any  modification  of  the  act  under 
which  the  said  board  of  Commissioners  is  eslah- 
lished ;  which  report  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  (able. — The  report  is  as  follows : 
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AdjounoMiii  of  ConsTtn. 


Th«  Conmittee  on  Ntvd  Afbiiv  biie,  iccordiag 
order,  bad  nnder  conMderalian  ■  rcMriation  directiag 
■n  inqiiirj  "  into  tha  tifu^atj  of  -n  awdt^iog  Iha 
•Ct  MttUufainr  m  bawd  of  Oommioioiicn  of  tba 
NsTj,  fli  to  mike  Ika  Setwfiy  of  tb«  Hvj,  tat 
Um  tiOM  bciDg,  dia  praaidiag  offiear  of  4hat  baaid 
and  alao  or  m  liBltiag  tha  Unor  of  tha  coatBit 
'  "  '   ra  Ihnw 

»  ua  Uiairia  of 
t,by  . 
."  and  nAmt  tha  fiaUawiag  rapM:  lleaet, 
NitiUMl  "An  att  t»  alter  and  amand  tha  iiTaral  aota 
fa  wtabUabing  a  N«.vj  D^Mrtment,  b;  idiling  tbanto 
a.  Board  af  CtHOiauiioiian,"  prDvide*  that  the  board 
■o  ooaititulad '  ^al)  be  attached  U  the  office  of 
Secretary  of  the  Nafy,  and,  under  hiiiaperinUDdei 
ahall  diachirge  all  the  dutiai  tbeiein  ipaeified;  and 
that  the  record  of  their  procMding*  ahiU  at  all  time* 
be  mbject  to  hi*  inapeclion. 

Ai  it  iroold  be  oAen 
in  practicable,  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  meet 
the  Board  of  Commiauonere,  aetheir  preiiding  officer, 
nithout  neglecting  other  and  more  impotunt  datiea, 
and  as  theBecretary  h,  by  the  afitreaaid  act,  abvady 
Teatad  with  a  iapernting  and  ooatmHing  power  of  the 
acta  and  procaedinga  of  Ibe  Board  of  Comwiniaaera, 
the  cMuniMee  do  not  parari«o  tha  naaeaaily  of  mch  a 
mediScMioD  of  the  eaU  act  a«  it  MOtaoiplated  by  the 
fint  inqaiiy  dicactod  l»y  die  raaaMton,  «r  that  the 
pnUioMntM  would  be  banrftad  thereby. 

Tbt  cemMittaa  are  Ike  more  diapoaed  to  Aii  opin- 
ion fiom  tha  eoiaidenlion  (hat  lite  Itmita  of  jurioiic- 
tiMi  batwMn  the  Baaetary  and  the  Board 
perfectly  nndanloed  by  each,  and  that  no 
china  axiat  between  ttem  on  thii  aubjoct 

The  committee  are  not  adttaed  whether  the  teaola- 
tbn  coDtemplata*  ^le  -Seeretary  to  be  a  conetitoent 
part  of  the  board,  and  at  the  aame  time  poaacaaed  of 
the  control  and  laperiDteadcDce  of  itc  proceedinEa,  or 
merely  the  preiidiog  officer,  with  a  caatilig  vote.  * 
the  latter  caae,  the  benefit  to  be  derived  from  the 
periDtendeace  of  one  officer  over  othert,  under  diatinct 
raaponaibiiitiea,  u  well  aa  the  circnmipeetlon  naturally 
reanlting  irom  audi  reipnnul>ility,  wonld  be  entirely 
hiat.  In  tlw  farmer  eaie  tho  Commioiionen  wonld  be 
litila  more  than  adtiaory,  (ltd,  in  that  propottfain,  be> 
raft  of  reepoBMbSity. 

In  relation  to  the  aecond  iaqniry  directed  by  the 
iMolatiOD,  vii :  >■  ofao  limitiog  the  tenor  of  tbe  commia- 
aionaof  tbe  nenben  of  the  Board  of  ConmlMionan,  aa 
toaecnrc  IheaccamalatinKai  pemnoe-and  ttteata  of  ear 
mval  eommandera  in  that  depanaont,  by  a  perkidieal 
ntatiDn  in  office,"  the  committee  beg  leave  In  remark, 
that  the  datiea  of  ^  Uomniaaionan  oftha  Navy  Board 
neDot  merely  each  oa  appertain  to  amera  naval  officer, 
but  extend  to  other  and  important  aabjeota,  with  which 
MUh  officers  cannot  be  enppoeed  to  be  familiarly  ac- 
^taioted ;  they  lelate  not  only  to  the  contracting  jbr, 
and  proeuiement  of,  all  articles  ueceaiiiy  ibr  the  ar- 
mament, equipment,  and  pruviiiaoiDg  of  the  public 
ahipa,  but  alio  to  the  coDsUucting  and  tepairing  of 
thoae  ihipa,  to  eSectuite  which  objects,  in  the  cheap- 
eat  and  beat  manner,  require*  a  full  knowledge,  not 
only  of  the  place*  at  which  material!  and  every  ^ing 
needftal  for  theie  purpoeea  can  moat  advanttgeoualy 
be  pTocnred,  but  alio  with  peraona  in  different  aectiona 
of  the  countnr  with  whom  they  can,  with  the  greiteit 
reHatkce,  make  their  contraota.  The  inveitJgation  of 
the  cenniltee  haa  lad  them  to  the  cenclaaioD,  that  too 


mnch  time  haa  not  yet  been  aUowad  to  the  JP«Mt 
CommiaaioQera,  to  obtain  that  inlalllgaioe  an«l«lB^ 
rionce  which  i>  daatinble  la  the  moat  advantageeiit  di^ 
charge  of  theaedutiea,aBd  to  perfiKt  aaeli a >i7(t«n  In 
their  depaitmenl,  ae  will  nnfeld  to  their  raooeaMiai^l 
the  idvanlagea  of  their  labon  which,  in  the  eatimatim 
of  the  committee,  hive  been  luch  aa  are  hoDoiabls  t» 
themaelvea,  and  high^  beaafinal  to  ihs  public  in- 
tareat. 

The  committee  wonld  only  add,  that  a  periodical 
rotation  in  office,  from  a  given  number,  wonld  pr^ 
elude  ehaiee.  Such  a  rotation,  initead  of  "aecnriny 
the  accumnlatiDf  experience  and  talenla  of  our  naiti 
commanderi,"  might  posaibly  endanger  the  bocrdwIUi 
quatlficationa  oppoaite  fnia  those  intended. 

Under  theae  impreaaiona,  the  committee  are  of  ofdo- 
ion  that,  altiiongh  occaiional  change*  inlfae  Beud-af 
Gommimionere  may,  and  probably  wouM,  b«pn>dtle> 
tive  of  public  beneBt,  yet  that  theoe  ehangoa  may  wlft 
arfaty  be  left  to  the  dncralion  of  the  BMeotlve  j  .Md 
Oerafora  that  it  i*  iampediMit  at  this  tbto  tauMke 
any  modiicatioDof  the  act  under  wUditlieMidfbMd 
of  CamniaHMOM  i*  eatubliAed. 

ADJOURNMENT  OF  CONGBBSfi. 


Senate,  fixing  n  pariod  fen-  the  tSRUM- 
tioD  of  the  preaent  sonon  of  Congvau/beiiik- 
charged  irom  the  Anrtbcr  oonaUantion  itltmof; 
and,  tbe  qncaiioa  bcntg  taken  dtereoOjit  Waa  de- 
cided in  tte  affinnative. 

Tbe  Houm  tbn  proeeeded  to  c(HuiideT  tts'Mid 
laaolation,  -iriisn  Hr.RoBBMTBoii  mored  toauwud 
the  «Be,by-alribagimt  "^Mi  day df  April  nMtt" 
and  inteniBg  "8th  of  Hay,  inatant" 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  insni  "Mlh 
of  May,  tBitaBt,"  instead  of  the  tisK  propMed  to 
be  strickoi  oui. 

Mr.  Tatlob  then  moved  that  titeiesolofioB  ke 
ondietaUe;  whi«h  motion  "ma  ncgariwd. 

Mr.  Ltrrut  Uien  moved  to  postpone  the  tcsofai- 
tioa  tuitil  Monday  next;  vAm 

Mr.  TBtMSLE  mored  that  it 'lie  on  the  table; 
Whidh  motion  was  nwatived  by  yens  and  Barn— 
IIS  votes  to  75.  ' 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Little,  that  the  resolution  be  postooned  until 
Monday  next,  and  decided  in  the  negattre  by  v«w 
-  '  nays— »8  voles  to  60. 

T.  Baldwin  then  mored  that' the  Tesolnti<ai  be 
lecommilled  to  the  select  committee,  who  hate 
been  this  day  dischaiged  from  its  foithtr  consider- 

Upon  this  motion,  and  those  which  preceded  It, 
there  was  a  great  deal  of  debate  en  the  points; 
6rst,  whether  the  busmess  necessary  to  be  done 
eonid  belma«acted  by  Moniiay  next;  and,8eccntd- 
\y,  whether  the  fixing  a  day  for  the  adjournmetit 
of  Congress  would  have  a  tendHicy  lo  accdente 
the  progress  of  public  bnriness.  The  latter  poiiit 
was  generally  conceded,  but  the  discussion  eoded 
in  the  motion  being  postponed  to  Wednraday,  on 
motitm  of  Mr.  Holmbb,  on  the  ground  that,  in  tbe 
■Man  lime,  snch  information  might  be  in  posses- 
sion of  members  as  would  enaUe  diem  to  decide 
mMeundeisteadinglyonthedayatwhich  itwonid 
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be  pncticable,  with  a  due  legaid  to  the  public  in- 
terest, to  adjourn. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  John 
H.  Piatt  wBs  called  up :  but  on  the  question  the 
House  refused,  by  a  small  majority,  now  to  proceed 
to  the  coQsideratioD  of  the  bill. 

DISTRICT  BANKa 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  unfinisbed 
business.  The  first  subject  in  order  was  a  motion, 
made  on  Saturday  last,  to  reconsider  the  vote 
whereby  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  Dis- 
trict bank  bill  was  agreed  (o. 

Mr.  Mercer  supported,  at  considerable  length, 
the  moiioQ  for  recoosideralion.  In  the  course  of 
his  speech,  though  he  admitted  there  was  some 
difEerence  of  opinion  among  those  interested  on 
the  subject  of  (ne  bill  which  passed  this  House,  it 
waa,  he  contended,  euch  a  difference  of  opinion  as 
would  exist  in  regwd  to  any  leeitlation  which 
might  be  proposed  in  regard  to  these  banks,  and 
was  not  such  as  to  outweigh  the  considerations  in 
&TOT  of  the  bill,  &c.  He  examined,  in  detail,  tbe 
state  of  the  banxs,  and  showed  it  lo  be  such  as, 
oompued  with  that  of  banks  in  other  parts  of  the 
Union,  was  highlj  favorable  to  them  He  waa  of 
(muion,  cm  the  whole,  (hat  the  question  respecting 
tow  banks  btid  better  be  decided  now  than  post- 
poned to  tbe  next  session,  which  would  be  the  ef- 
fect of  finally  accepting  the  amendment  of  tbe 
Senate. 

The  motion  for  reconsideration  was  opposed  by 
Messrs.  McCot  and  SouTBAsn,  on  the  giwind  that 
the  t^  as  amettded  fay  tbe  Senate,  afibrded,    ~ 


the  one  hand,  erery  indulsence  the  banks  baJd 
light  to  expect,  and  on  ue  other  wouldj  if  tl 


bimks  wete  to  be  further  renewed,  allow  of  time  to 
devise  a  system  for  that  purpose,  which  should  be 
goierally  satisfactory  to  the  stockholders. 

Tbe  question  for  reconsideration  was  decided  in 
tbe  negative— £3  to  54.  The  question  is,  there- 
fore, settied  in  both  Houses  of  Congress :  and  the 
bill,  as  it  has  passed,  and  requires  only  the  signa- 
ture of  the  President  to  become  a  law,  is  in  the 
shape  in  which  it  was  put  by  tbe  Senate. 
CASH  DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  regulat- 
ing the  mode  of  collecting  duties  on  imports,  and 
ibr  other  purposes. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  tbe  first  section  of  the 
bill  being  under  consideration,  the  undernamed 
gentlemen  delivered  their  sentiments  for  and 
against  the  principle  of  the  bill,  viz : 

fbr  the  friS— Messrs.  McLean,  of  Kentucky, 
Baldwin,  and  Ci.a;.  Jyaintt  chi  bUi^-iieasis. 
Shitb,  of  Maryland,  Settle,  Bcbton,  Simkimb, 
Rhea,  and  Haroin. 

Mr.  Bcbton,  of  North  Carolina,  spoke  as  fd- 
lows: 

Mr.  Chairman,  as  this  may  be  viewed  as  a  part 
of  that  general  system  of  measures  on  which  there 
hat  been  so  much  discussion,  perhaps  an  attempt 
to  address  yon  may  be  eonaidered  an  unnecessaiy 
consnm^on  of  yotir  time;  for  I  freely  confess 


that  neither  my  habits  or  pursuits  in  life,  or  the 
local  situation  of  that  part  of  the  Union  which  1 
have  the  honor  to  represent,  have  ever  led  me  to  a 
critical  examination  of  commercial  sobjecU.  We 
are  mostly  an  agricultural  people,  content  to  lire 
upon  ^e  product  of  the  soil.  But,  sir,  I  most  con- 
scientiously believe  thai  we  have  arrived  at  that 
eventful  period  of  our  history  when  the  destiny  of 
this  great  nation  is  to  be  fixed ;  and  this  Republic, 
whi^  has  hitherto  been  the  pide  of  the  Ammcan, 
and  the  admiration  of  the  cirilized  world,  is  to  be 
shaken  to  its  centre.  Whether  it  will  surrive  the 
shock,  time  alone  can  determine.  Could  1,  by  any 
feeble  effort  on  my  part,  throw  but  a  dust  in  the 
scale  to  save  my  country,  it  is  all  to  which  my 
humble  lalenCs  aspire. 

What  is  tbe  momeAlous  question  now  presented 
to  the  nation?  It  is  nothing  mote  nor  less  than 
that  we  should  change  that  order  of  things  imda 
which  the  most  of  us  have  been  raised,  and  lor 
which  we  feel  a  parental  attachment;  and,  like 
other  redoubtable  Icnights,  famed  in  story,  go  in 
quest  of  new  adventures.    And  I  beg  gentlemen 


material  changes,  in  any  system  of  government, 
we  have  continually  to  contend  with  the  preju- 
dices of  the  peo[de ;  for  such  is  the  human  mind, 
what  at  first  may  be  viewed  almost  with  indiffer- 
ence, in  process  of  time  becomes  a  beaten  track, 
from  which  we  are  driven  with  tbe  greatest  diffi- 
cultr.  I  will  ask,  what  has  been  the  character  of 
the  leading  measures  of  tbe  present  session  t  Have 
thevnot  been  calculated  to ronse  local  feelingsand 
jealousies?  Are  gentlemen  determined  to  persist 
m  this  course  at  the  risk  of  all  consequencesl  Are 
they  apprized,  that,  at  every  step  of  this  mode  of 
legislation,  we  are  weakening  the  bonds  by  which 
we  are  united?  For,  lei  tbe  Government  once 
lose  the  affections  of  tbe  people,  and  there  is  an 
end  of  its  existence.  Has  not  this  rock,  so  well 
calculated  to  destroy  out  political  ark,  been  dis- 
tinctly pointed  out  by  that  able  pilot,  the  Father 
of  his  Country?  Ana  if  his  warning  voice  cannot 
change  your  course,  could  I  speak  with  the  sound 
of  an  angel's  trumpet  it  would  be  in  vain.  I  am 
afraid,  sir,  we  have  too  much  of  that  restless  spirit 
inherent  in  man,  the  common  lot  of  frail  humani- 
tjj  and,  like  tbe  ancient  Jews,  that  favored  nation 
of  Heaven,  not  content  even  with  a  theocracy,  but 
led  astray  by  the  example  of  the  idolatrous  nations 
by  which  they  were  surrounded,  they,  loo,  most 
have  a  King—we,  who  have  hitherto  spomed, 
with  disdain,  tbe  OoTemm»b  and  policy  of  the 
Old  World,  as  imfit  for  the  freebom  sons  of  Amer- 
ica, are  now  about  to  adopt  that  part  of  their  sys- 
tem which,  in  my  poor  judgment,  will  sap  the 
foundation  of  our  present  nappy  institutions. 

We  are  told  that  France  and  England  protect 
and  encourage  manufactories,  and  Uial  we  must 
become  manufacturers  as  the  road  to  wealth  and 
independence.  Have  gentlemen  been  sufficiently 
attentive  to  passing  events,  to  be  serious  in  giving 
this  advice  ?  The  honorable  gentleman  from  Del- 
aware has  told  us  that  tbe  causes  of  the  i»csent 
distressed  situation  of  England  had  originated  in 
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the  aiimeious  wsts  in  Europe,  in  which  she  had 
Ulten  such  a  coospicuous  port.  With  great  cheer- 
ihlness  I  bestow  my  pittance  of  ap^Qse  on  the 
leEuni&g  BDd  ingenuity  of  that  honorable  senile- 
man;  but,  knowing  the  fallibility  o[  the  human 
understanding,  and  that  the  most  learned  men 
have  erred,  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  this  is  one 
of  those  few  cases  in  which  that  gentleman's  judg- 
ment haa  failed  him. 

It  was  only  necessary  for  him  to  have  gone  a 
step  further  to  have  discovered  that  these  wars 
had  grown  out  of  a  system  of  measures  pursued 
by  the  iodividual  who  then  ruled  the  destinies  of 
France,  to  exclude  from  the  continent  of  Europe 
the  manufactures  of  Great  Britain.  So  that,  turn 
the  subject  as  you  will,  we  still  have  presented  to 
our  view  this  ail-devotiring  monster,  which,  like 
Aaron's  rod,  is  about  to  swallow  up  efeiy  other 
interest  in  the  commnnity. 

What,  then,  is  the  situation  of  Eneluid,  with 
alt  her  prot«ciing  duties,  premiums,  &c.7  It  is 
true  there  are  individuals  wno  have  amassed  great 
wealth;  but  it  is  equally  true  that  the  larger  pro- 
portion of  the  people  who,  it  is  contended,  are  to 
De  benefited  by  manufactories,  aie  ground  in  the 
dust.  Are  not  our  newspapers  filled  with  assassi- 
nations and  conspiracies  to  destroy  those  Gotem- 
meuts  which  are  giving  their  subjects  all  the  bles- 
sings of  inunense  manufacturing  establishments? 

It  has  been  stated  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Baldwin,)  who  has  cer- 
tainly sivea  us  an  excellent  specimen  of  that 
talent,  the  making  the  most  of  a  bad  cause,  and 
to  which,  I  have  no  doubt,  he  is  in  scHne  small  de- 
gree indebted  for  that  professional  reputation  to 
which  I  believe  him  justly  entitled,  that  commerce, 

Srictiltoie,  and  maoufactures  were  at  their  lowest 
b,  and  that  this  was  an  evidence  of  the  rotten- 
ness of  our  present  system;  and  from  which  it 
would  seem  that  he  ioimed  that  the  only  way  to 
retrieve  our  situation  is  by  the  esiablisiunent  of 
manufactories.  To  say  nothing  of  the  injustice 
of  that  system  which  should  sacrifice  the  interest 
of  the  residue  of  the  community  for  the  benefit  of 
any  particular  class,  I  will  ask,  what  is  the  situa- 
tion of  those  nations  who  have  turned  their  atten- 
tion to  those  mines  of  wealth— manufacturing  es- 
tablishments? Are  they  in  a  better  sitaation  than 
we  are?  Are_noi  their  subjects  goaded  and  driven 
to  desperation  1  Are  they  not  ready  to  turn  upon 
those  who,  gentlemen  would  induce  us  to  believe, 
had  been  their  greatest  benefactors,  by  bestowing 
upon  them  these  great  blessings,  this  source  of 
wealth  and  happiness  to  a  nation — manufactories? 
Can  we  not,  then,  find  some  other  cause  for  our 
embarrassment,  independent  of  the  system  of  rev- 
enue which  has  been  adopted  by  the  Oovermuent? 
May  it  not  be  fairly  ascribable  to  that  ereat  revolu- 
tion which  had  convulsed  the  nationsofEurope,  and 
more  or  less  had  its  effect  on  every  nation  through- 
out Christendom,  which  had  thrown  from  their 
channel  all  the  ordinary  pursuits  of  life ;  and  since 
the  happening  of  which  event,  ihey  have  not  again 
had  time  to  seek  their  proper  level  J  For  this  un- 
natural state  of  thingSj  (if  it  may  be  so  called,)  we 
have  had  many  remedies  prescribed — the  most  con- 


spicuous of  which  was  the  banking  system,  which, 
like  a  fairy  dream,  was  to  bulla  splendid  cities, 
without  capital,  and  we  were  to  live  in  the  most 
sumptuous  manner,  without  labor  and  without  ex- 
ertion. What  has  been  the  result?  Need  I  state 
to  this  honorable  body,  when  we  have  been  as- 
sailed with  a  general  cry  for  a  bankrupt  law,  from 
Boston  to  New  Orleans,  and  there  is  a  imiveisal 
comfdaint  of  the  greatest  distress  from  Maine  to 
Louisiana? 

And  what  security  have  we  that  thisnew  scheme 
of  wealth  and  independence  may  not  proveequally 
fallaciotis?  Is  this  the  time  for  trying  expeti- 
menis  ?  I  hare  always  understood  that  when  an 
individual  was  hard  pressed  in  his  circumstances, 
that  nothing  buteconomyandindustry  would  save 
him  1  and  will  not  the  same  rules  which  are  appli- 
cable to  the  proper  management  of  the  afiairs  of 
an  individual  apply  with  equal  justice  to  the  af- 
fairs of  a  Qovemmeot  ? 

If,  like  many  new  beginners,  we  have  lived  be- 
yond our  income,  shotild  we  not  curtail  our  eipen- 
dilure,  and  live  within  our  means?  No  prudent 
man  would  think  of  trying  experiments  until  he 
had  spare  capital ;  and  1  hope  this  nation  will  not 
depart  from  a  rule  founded  in  so  much  good  sense. 
It  Whs  my  intention  to  have  gone  more  at  length 
■-..    __    :__-■       (jf  tiijs  BQbiect;  but,  sir,  as 


obscure  those  luminous  views  of  the  subject  a 
ready  taken  by  the  honorable  gentlemen  from  Vir- 
ginia and  South  Carolina,  I  forbear  to  make  any 
additional  remark,  except  10  answer  an  argumeat 
used  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  which  has  not 
been  noticed  by  any  other  person :  that  is,  that 
this  protection  to  manufactures  misht  be  consid- 


ntben 


«  of  a  voluntary  tax,  at  the  optit. 
j  pay  Or  not.     To  which  Iwill 


reply,  that,  during  tne  French  Revolution,  it  was 
recommended  to  that  nation  to  have  but  one  tax, 
and  that,  too,  should  be  entirely  voluntary — that 
is,  a  tax  upon  breathing.  Now,  sir,  although  a 
number  of  these  articles  might  have  been  luxuries 
in  the  first  instance,  to  wit:  tea,  sugar,  coSse, 
molasses,  &,c.,  yet,  from  long  habit,  (i?  !  may  be 
pardoned  the  expression,)  they  may  now  be  con- 
sidered a  part  of  our  constitution^  and  we  should 
almost  as  soon  think  of  Itvioig  without  the  use  of 

Mr.  SETTI.E  rose,  and  said,  the  bill  before  the 
Committee  proposes  aradical  changein  thesyslem 
for  collecting  the  revenue,  by  discontinuing  the 
credit,  hitherto  allowed  by  law,  on  bonds  for  duties, 
in  most  cases ;  in  othen,  greatly  shortening  the 
lime  of  credit  He  said,  before  he  proceeded  to 
consider  the  histoiy  of  the  present  system,  and  some 
of  the  principal  bearings  and  consequences  of  the 
proposed  change,  he  would  take  the  liberty  to  deny 
any  analogy  which  the  advocates  of  the  bill  had 
attempted  to  establish  between  the  case  of  credit 
for  public  lands  and  that  for  duties.  He  said,  in 
the  former,  the  debt  of  the  Government  was  con- 
stantly increasing  with  great  rapidity,  and  annual 
applications  have  been  made,  and  will  continue  to 
be  made,  to  Congress,  for  a  further  extension  of 
credit.    This  extension  of  credit  we  have  hitherto 
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.maled.  Id  the  UlHr,  if  the  debt  has,  b  «  traatl 
d«gree,  increased,  no  applicaticMs  hare  been  made 
toexiendttw  credit,  except  in  some  few  extnordi- 
iiary  cases,  awh  as  the  aaTamab  sv&erers,  wiwii, 
be  mid,  ve  shaald  not  have  done  iajuitice  by 
irhoilf  raouiting  tbe  duties.  In  tbe  former,  by 
djvi<tiaa  lit»  qDaiter  section  of  land,  the  poor  man 
■■  eiiabkd  to  procore  eighty  acres,  if  he  oan  raise 
an  iHiiidred  doUara;  he  has,  tltoefore,  increased 
advantages  in  coming  into  the  market,  in  eompe- 
titianmth  theadventdrouaMieculator.  Uaderthe 
pnooed obange,  «U  the  uvantagee  which  laree 
will  gtTBorer  muU  oapilals,  wdl  he  enjoyed  by  tbe 
lane  capitalist  over  ibe  yoong,  enterprinng,  and 
tBMMrioas  mercbanls  of  out  eauntry,  with  small 
capitals,  who  depend  asmaoh,  or  more^  on  dieir 
«kui  «nd  perseTerana&  as  on  their  eapit«ls ;  and 
these «4 vantages  will  be  given  to  die  foreign  cap- 
italist overall  the  merchants  of  oarcountiy.  Bat, 
be  said,  the  principal  and  dtaraeteristic  difference 
between  die  two  eases  was  thist  in  the  former, 
'Wban  t^ 'people  in  those  States  and  Territories, 
in  which  the  uovenment  Md  bade,  became  gen- 
ae^y  indebted  to  it,  and  when  a  wish,  prodaoed 
by-toe  prineipleB  of  Mlf^edence  and  selFint 
pnmtilM  amonnt  those  peojde  10  obtain  a 'fiutber 
^Mnsien  oCoredit,  thui,  under  sneb  eircnmstanoee, 

' "  '     omedte        '  '" ~ 

Sovenra 

posing  «f  the  lands  of  the  Cbremment,  have  en- 
dMvorod  to  prevent  the  poadUe  oecorrence  of  snefa 
a  state  af  Ihmgs,  wtthoat  inflicting  injury  or  in- 
eonvenienee  on  any  pottien  of  our  citizens ;  none 
«f  those  pinciples  which  argued  ttrongly  in  favor 
of  the  alKfation,  in  that  law,  have  any  ap{dication 
to  the  present  biU.  He  laia,  he  therefore  denied 
that  the  decision  of  the  House,  in  that  case,  v 
entitled  to  any  influence  on  oor  deliberations 
the  present  qaestion ;  and  he  would  feel  mnck 
gratified  to  hear,  on  this  occasion,  from  the  lame 

Suarter,tbe  eloquenldesoriptionof  agrieulture,  and 
lesuperiorcontenuneit,  happiness,  and  patriotism, 
of  agTicalnirists,wbich  we  are  favored  with  on  the 

He  said,  tbe  Chuiman  of  the  Committee  of 
Hanofactiues,  (Mr.  Balkwiit,)  in  the  coarse  of 
bis  remarks  on  this  bill,  some  days  since,  referred 
to  several  petitions,  of  nmdry  merchants,  and  asked 
the  eomnultee  if  the  mercnants,  whose  interests 
was  so  wamdy  defended  mieht  be  permittfd  to 
decide  this  quaiton.  Mr.  3.  said,  he  believed 
those  who  opposed  the  bill  might  eafely  answer, 
and  tell  the  honorable  member,  tlie  merchants  may 
deeiil&  but,  btfore  it  is  determined  that  the  decision 
is  biitding,  it  should  he  Etseertained  that  a  majority 
of  the  movhants  have  expressed  an  opinion  favor- 
aUe  to  tbe  proposed  change,  not  the  merchants  of 
one  or  two  cities  alone. 

Mr.  S.  said,  he  presmned  that  the  memberwoold 
not  pretend  to  say,  a  majority  of  the  merdants 
had  petitioned  for  tbe  change  proposed  by  this  bill. 
Then,  for  what  putpose  is  it  asked,  whether  the 
merchants  may  decide  this  question  7  He  said, 
the  long  petition  which  had  been  presented  during 
this  disaussion,  and  which  was  extended  from  o"~ 


side  of  die  ball  to  tbe  other,  contains  no  prayer  or 
wish  for  the  contemplated  change,  but  onlya  prayer 
for  the  imposidon  of  a  tax  on  sales  at  auction. 
Why,  then,  he  asked,  ihis  great  display  of  petitions, 
having  no  application  to  the  present  qaestion  7  He 
said  he  would  suppose,  for  a  moment,  a  fact,  which 
did  not  exist,  that  the  majority  of  merchants  had 
expressed  an  opinion  ftvorable  to  the  provisions 
of  the  present  bill ;  he  then  would  ask,  if  the  bar- 
gain was  to  be  conclnded  on  by  and  betvreen  the 
mann&cturers  and  merchants,  withont  eonsultioj^ 
the  great  agiicoliural  interest  of  the  Unioni  This 
interest  wQI  be  materially  afleeted  by  the  ojmft- 
lions  of  the  proposed  change,  which,  he  said,  he 
hoped  wotdd  not  take  place  until  that  interest  W 
an  opportunity  to  sprak  and  be  heard.  Mr.  B. 
said  tne  system  which  is  now  ofiered  to  be  changed 
was  one  of  acknowledged  excellence,  and  whose 
utility  had  been  saacuoned  by  the  experience  of 
mauyyears;  under itsoperations,8grtculture,com- 
merce,  and,  be  said,  he  would  add  manuf&ctars, 
had  increased  and  prospered  to«n  nnexamtried  la- 
tent. But  it  has  been  said,  by  the  i^vocates  of 
this  bill,  the  Congress  have  at  various  times  inter- 
fered, and  changed  Uiis  system.  Mr.  B.  said,  'it 
was  true,  «s  our  agriculture  and  commerce  in 
creased  and  as  the  latter  bad  found  and  cut  various 
and  diversfied  cfaannda,  Congress  have  in  (ei  posed 
and  gradually  extended  tbe  credit  for  duties.  How, 
he  asked,  do  the  advocates  of  this  bill  wish  to  im- 
prove tbesystem?  'Heaaid,brRvening  tbe  policy 
by  which  the  Qovemment  has  hitherto  been  in- 
flueneed. 

Mr.  S.  said  hewoold  call  die  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  tbe  amount  of  tbe  revenue  collected 
under  the  present  system  from  customs.  He  said 
the  Committee  had  been  referred  to  it  before,  in  the 
courseof  this  discussion,  and  he  made  tbe  call  only 
for  the  reason  diat  be  buieved  it  became  necessaiy, 
in  passing  on  to  the  point  he  had  in  view.  He 
said,  from  the  4th  of  March,  17S9,  to  30th  June, 
1S19,  frtKH  customs  alone  has  been  collected  the 
sum  of  9316,738,161  02.  This  enormous  amount 
of  revenue  has  been  collected  from  the  people,  and, 
owing  to  its  equalitvand  ju."tice,  they  have  scarcely 
felt  it ;  and  he  said  it  might  be  aKserted,  withont 
the  tear  of  contradiction,  tnai  it  has  been  collected 
with  less  loss  and  expense  under  the  present  system 
than  it  could  have  been  under  any  other.  He  said 
the  sum  collected,  within  the  same  period,  from 
internal  revenue,  direct  taxes,  postage  or  letters, 
sales  of  puUic  lands,  and  miscellaneous,  but  litde 
exceeds  fifty-flve  millions  of  dollars ;  and^  he  said, 
the  people  of  this  Union  had  evinced  infinltdy 
more  diseootent  under  the  collection  of  the  latter 
than  under  that  of  the  flrst  mendoned  ram.  Mr. 
8.  said,  he  would  here  ask  what  this  Government 
had  beai  raiaUed  to  do  with  the  revenue  collected 
principally  from  customs?    He  raid,  he  would  say 

tirincipelly  from  customs,  because  the  amount  eol- 
ected  from  every  other  source  is  little,  indeed, 
when  compared  to  that  collected  from  customs. 
He  said  it  must  be  answered,  widi  it  die  Qovem- 
ment has  been  enabled  to  redeem  oar  national  debt, 
which  vre  owed  at  the  close  of  the  Revolntton, 
with  unexam^ed  rapidity;  with  it  the  Qovem- 
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tamt  baa  bailt  and  eqnij^cd  ■  oary,  which,  in  its 
infancy,  has  become  the  pride  and  boast  of  obi 
caanby,«ad  secured  for  U!<  the  ropect  and  admi- 
mtion  of  the.wioid ;  with  it  the  QovenimeDt  has 
bMn  eaaUed  to  adopt  the  policy  of  Fnnee,  in  great 
and  s^oaive  naiitime  fortificatioDs ;  and,  with 
it,  pcovtaiaB  has  beai  aade  ftit  th«  (DTViving  <rfB- 
oera  and  aoldien  of  the  RsTotntioiMTy  war,  who 
■re  fQOc,%t»a  enrnwe  little  thoft  of  ^,000,000. 
He  said,  he  would  «ay  nolhioraf  our  Muidbg 
ann/,  the  ipleadid  and  coatly  public  ediicea  whieh 
have  :bMn  tatttd,  and  aor  ability  to  rdiere  the 
people  iJrem  the  bunkn  of  taxation  at  the  clow  of 
theJiUenar;  bat  wonld  oonMBt  binueir in «avkig 
theGoraraBWnt  had  been  enabled  to  do  every  thia^ 
which  eoDttthnted  to  BSlional  defenoe,  the  happi- 
neas  and  proqwiity  of  the  PMVle.  Mr.  8.  Hud, 
hflhadootMiiaed  this  ineutod  in  his  remarks  to 
MOiire:AT'tbeMeeent*yieintheT<n«TatiMi,oreTen 


the  Kspect,  of  these  geatlcmcn  who  look 
uaaaaad  and  rottoi,  and  who  would  place  their 
'  handn  on  it  lo  couign  it  to  deslnxtioD ;  bat  soldv 
lior  the  purpoK  of  airiviag  at  the  point  on  wbicn 
lbe«npOMrs  of  thk  bill  ««a  iMind  raeot,  aDd  aay  to 
its  mpportcn,  hMtds  off,  toaoh  aot  the  pHaaat 
lyEteoi,  unless -you  can  ahow  ooanderaUe  erib 
araaiBig  ont  of  it,  or  adraKag^to  be  derived  from 
the  pMpoaed  obange;  ^id,  if  yon  canBOt,atyou 
have  net,  pointed  out  any  arili  ariiiag  from  the 
pccBBnt  ayslem,  befcre  yoa  ask  us  for  l£e  changre, 
^▼e  Bs  Bol  gveHCs^  give  uiiMt  oalcalaiionB,  meray 
eonjectnial,  bat  give  tu  certainty,  or  somethiiw 
'    ■    ■  B»,oT 


awtroiimating  c«tainty,.in  your  oaleolatioiu,  oi 
advantages  to  be  derived  from  this  etiange. 

Mr.  S.taid  he  hoped  the  Coowsailtce  would  bear 
in  nuBtl  how  the  capportcrt  of  this  bill  appreaoh 
the  imsent  systmi}  they  besin  by  giviag  ua  fiwl- 
iag  descriptions  of  the  peconiary  embarfassmlbnti 
under  whteh  oar  citizens  ate  laiMring.  He  said 
ike  would  not  say,«s  be  ecstataly  did  not  bdieve, 
BCBlleBMn.  exaggerated  in  their  reprsacntalioas  of 
uedittKsaesM  the  people;  bathewoald  say,they 
bad  been  slated  hoe,  and  by  tboae  who  have  writ- 
ten on  meaauiea  with  which  this  lull  has  connexion, 
to  the  fall  extent  to  which  they  exist.  He  said,  it 
had  been  slated,  by  one  of  diese  writers,  that  num- 
bers of  our  citizens,  possessed  of  TalnaUe  talents, 
and  dispoaed  to  be  usc&l,  bnt  unable  to  find  era- 
pkiyment,  are  migrating  to  Cuba,  whrae,  wider  a. 
despotic  coremment,  among  a  population  princi- 
palljr  of  daves,  and  subject  to  the  honors  of  the 
inquinlion,  they  seek  an  aaylam  from  the  distreas 
they  suffer  here.  Mr.  S.  said  he  did  not  advert  to 
this  statement  to  question  ib  ceirectneHs,  but  to 
allow  the  anuice  and  cupidity  with  which  these 
.nianu&ctiiren  have  bean  goreracd.  He  asked 
what  encwuagemeBljWhat  mdnoemenls,  must  the 
Coogrera  hold  out  to  these  men,  to  retain  them 
here;  men  who,  eagerly  in  pursuit  of  gaiDjWill 
leave  this  country,  where  civil  liberty  is  enjoyed 
to  the  full  extent  to  which  human  wisdom  can 
iatprove  it^  where  little  or  no  taxes  are  paid, 
where  pioviaions  and  raw  materials  are  selling  for 
nothing,'  when  oompared  with  former  prices ;  and 
where  labor  is  high,  and  go  to  Cuba  1  Mnst  we, 
(ud  he,  in  order  to  retain  them,  pass  the  tariff  bill. 


the  bill  now  before  Ba,and  the  bill  to  impose  a  tax 
on  sales  at  auction?  Are  we  to  pay  them  this 
price,  at  die  expense  of  the  other  great  interest  of 
society  1  And  can  it  be  said,  we  shall  not,  at  no 
distant  period,  be  called  on  by  them  to  go  to  the 
allimalum  mentioned  by  the  gentleman  irom  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  Ttler,)  and  pay  them  premiums  and 
bouqties  on  eiportation  1  He  said  he  hoped  (he 
supportersof  the  bill  wonld  give  those  who  differed 
from  them  in  opinion  time  to  reflect  five  or  six 
months,  within  which  we  can  deliberate  and  de- 
termine how  far  we  must  go  in  the  encouragement 
of  domestic  manufactures,  and  within  which  the 
great  agricdlutal  and  commercial  intoests  of  the 
country  can  speak  and  be  heard. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  would  here  tell  the  supporters  of 
the  bill,  they  had  made  no  progress  in  proving  the 
necessity  or  propriety  of  the  proposed  change  by  - 
their  representations  of  the  pecuniary  embanass- 
ments  of  the  people ;  for,  with  this  weapon,  they 
may,  with  eqoal  propriety  and  expectation  of  suc- 
cess, attack  any,  the  most  fixed  principles  of  our 
Ckivemment;  under  these,  as  well  as  under  the 
]rstemyou  ate  about  to  cbanee,  have  out  pecn- 
Liary  distresses  taken  place.  ^He  said,  however 
great,  in  general,  our  inclinatioo  may  be  to  urno- 
vation,  and  however  fixed  may  be  the  opinion  of 
some,  that  no  change  can  be  for  the  worse,  be 
would  not  touch  toe  present  system,  unless  the 
friends  of  the  change  can  ^ow  our  present  em- 
barrassments arise  out  of  this  system.  He  said, 
iriicn  the  friends  of  the  bill  bad  been  called  on  to 
point  out  the  source  from  which  our  pecuni^ 
distresses  arise,  they  say  from  the  want  of  suffi- 
cient protection  todomestic  industry ;  which  words, 
he  said,  according  to  their  late  signification,  (since 
the  rejection  of  all  the  principles  and  maxims  of 


the  most  approved  writers  on  political  economy^ 
mean  nothing  more  or  less,  in  the  sense  in  whion 
they  are  pieued  on  us,  than  domestic  manufac- 
tures.  He  said  the  friends  of  the  present  bill  argve 
that  the  repeal  of  the  present  system  will  contri- 
bute to  the  protection  of  domestic,  by  lessening  the 
importations  of  foreign  manufactures,  from  the 
great  importations  of  which,  our  embiurassments 
have  principally  arisen.  The  friends  of  this  bill 
further  say,  that  fore^  manufactures  have  been 
imported  into  (his  country,  and  sold  at  prices  far 
below  (hose  at  which  they  are  purchased  at  the 
place  of  manufacture.  Mr.  8.  said  it  appeared 
more  probable  that  such  a  trade  would  ruin  the 
sellers  than  injure  the  buyers,  and  that  i(  could 
long  without  ruin  to  (he  foreign  im- 


porter, and  to  his  QoTemment,  if  supported  by  it. 
He  said  it  appeared,  from  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  TreasuiT,  (hat  the  amount  of  importa- 
tions had  greatly  decreased.  This  fact,  taken  in 
connexion  with  the  general  assertion  that  our 
country  is  inundated  with  foreign  goods,  proves 
that  the  people  have  recommenced  habits  of  econr 
omy  without  legislative  coercion.  He  said  he 
would  ask,  whether  the  importation  of  foreign 
goods  had  any  agency  in  raising  the  price  of  lands 
from  fifty  to  an  hundred  per  cent.,  and  that  of  all 
property  in  the  same,  or  a  greater  proportion  1  He 
said  it  was  well  known  that  thb  great  and  rapid 
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increase  of  price  had  taken  place  in  most  parts  of 
the  Union.  He  could  speak  more  particulHrly  of 
North  Carolina ;  there,  on  the  rivers,  land  had 
tisen,  within  the  last  five  or  six  years,  from  one 
hundred  to  an  hundred  and  fifty  per  centum,  and 
continued  so  until  about  twelve  months  since,  and 
then,unimproTed,  half  our  lots  in  new  towns  estab- 
lished on  the  rivers,  sold  at  six  and  eight  thousand 
dollars  each.  No  one,  he  said,  would  pretend  to 
say  that  importations  of  foreign  ^oods  had  pro- 
duced this  rapid  increase  ofprice  in  property. 
Mr.  3.  said  our  embarrassments  arose,  not  from 
importations  of  foreign  goods^  but  from  other  and 
distinct  causes.  They  arose  from  the  great  num- 
ber of  banks  which  have  inundated  our  country 
with  their  paper,  at  one  period,  and  ibe  necessity 
they  were  under,  at  anotner,  to  withdraw  large 
quantities  of  that  japer  from  circulation,  to  gir~ 
currency  to  the  residue;  from  that  insatiable  tnir 
most  men  have  for  speculation  and  profit,  which 
makes  them  measure  their  wants  and  necessities 
by  the  degrees  of  facility  with  which  they  can  ob- 
tain money ;  and  from  the  pecuniary  embarrass- 
ments of  tnose  countries  with  which  we  have  car- 
ried on  our  principal  commerce.  He  said,  on  this 
poinU  he  would  refer  to  the  petition  of  the  citizens 
of  Pike  county,  Pennsylvania,  lately  addressed  to 
their  legislature,  in  which  they  slate,  at  no  period 
since  the  Revolution  has  greater  distress  been  felt 
than  at  the  present  moment.  We  consider  the 
banking  system  to  have  been  the  principal  cause. 
Instead  of  becoming,  as  was  predicted,  blessings  to 
the  people,  banks  have  become,  like  the  scorpions 
amongst  the  children  of  Israel,  a  curse  to  the  peo- 

Sile,  and  perfect  beasts  of  prey.  He  said  he  re- 
erred  to  this,  as  expressive  of  his  own  opinion, 
and  he  believed  that  of  the  people  generally,  in 
relation  to  the  injuries  which  have  arisen  from  the 
banking  system,  in  the  extent  to  which  it  has  ex- 
isted. He  said  he  would  repeat,^  that  our  pecuni- 
ary embarrassments  have  not  arisen  from  tne  sys- 
tem for  collecting  duties,  the  repeal  of  which  is 
now  considered  necessary  in  affording  due  protec- 
tion to  domestic  manufactures ;  but  from  other 
and  distinct  causes,  which  he  had  endeavored  to 
assign.  He  said  it  was  not  to  be  expected,  when 
the  friends  and  opposers  of  the  bill  difieied  bo 
widely  in  relation  to  the  causes  of  our  embarrass- 
mentSj  that  there  should  be  an  agreement  between 
them  in  relation  to  the  remedy. 

Mr.  S.  said  the  friends  of  the  hill  have  said, 
during  this  debate,  that  commerce  had  been  stim- 
ulated above  health  point ;  and  they  tell  us  com- 
merce and  agriculture  are  now  prostrate,  nearly 
bloodless  and  lifeless ;  and,  he  asked,  what  was 
the  remedy  proposed  1  Sir,  it  is  copious  bleeding, 
severe  blistering,  and  cupping.  Yes,  sir.  with  the 
tariff  bill  they  wish  to  bleedi  witb  the  bill  before 
OS  blister;  and,  be  supposed,  with  the  auction  bill, 
as  it  is  called,  cup  agriculture  and  commerce,  to 
restore  them  to  health  and  vigor.  He  said  it  was 
annecessarjr  to  dispute  about  Ue  skill  of  the  advo- 
cates for  this  change — of  that  he  would  say  noth- 
ing ;  but  the  remedy  proposed  in  such  a  case,  was 
M  unnaltual,  so  opposed  to  every  principle  of  rea- 
son, and  he  had  come  near  saying  common  sense, 


he  hoped  the  Committee  would  prevent  its  appli- 

Mr.  S.  said,  should  the  bill  pan,  ii  will,  in  Us 
operation,  draw  from  circulation  into  the  Treas- 
ury, in  one  year,  about  double  the  sum  which 
would  be  drawn  in  under  the  present  system,  if 
the  amount  of  iiaportatiiHis  should  not  tie  mate- 
rially lessened.  The  prospective  payments  into  the 
Treasury  from  bonds,  for  twelve  months,  would 
amount  to  about  twenty  millions  of  dollars.  The 
amount  of  duties  accruiDg  dming  the  same  period, 
and  payable  in  cash,  under  a  supposituw  that  im- 
portations were  not  lessened,  may  be  stated  at 
twenty  millions  of  dollars  mwe.  He  said  the 
country  was  not  at  this  time  able  to  bear  such  a 
contribution  ;  it  would  greatly  injure,  if  not  de- 
stroy, every  branch  of  national  mdustiy.  Our 
manufacturing  industry  wonld  be  as  much  injured 
by  it  as  any  oihtf  interest  He  said,  it  was  a  cor- 
rect principle  in  (^venunent  to  leave  in  the  pockets 
of  the  people  their  money,  until  it  became  neces- 
sary, to  attain  the  legitimate  objects  of  the  Got- 
emmenl,  to  call  it  out  The  people  are  better 
qualified,  until  the  necessity  for  thb  call  exists,  to 
employ  meir  money  most  to  their  own  advantage, 
and  that  of  the  Government  itself. 

He  said,  if  the  bill  was  intended  as  a  measme  to 
increase  the  revenue,  and  supfdy  the  defect  in  the 
Treasury,  he  would  tell  its  supporters  it  would  do 
no  such  thinf,  it  will  greatly  leown  importatioiu, 
by  withdrawing  a  large  capital  faxn  conmm>ce, 
and  consequenUy  lessen  the  revenue.  He  said,  by 
giving  up  the  present  svstem,  we  shall  lose  one  on 
which  there  is  infinitely  more  certainty  of  calcu- 
lation than  on  that  for  which  it  is  offered  to  be 
:hanged-  He  said,  we  should  not  sacrifice  our  pa- 
trimony in  expectancy,  for  a  little  ready  cash,  not 

'  after  the  golden  ^g  premaluidy. 
le  said,  if  the  bill  was  intended  as  a  measure 
to  encourage  domestic  manu&ctores,  then,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  objection  that  it  will  draw  such  lar^ 
sums  of  capital  from  circulation,  he  would  say  it 
operated  unequally  ;  for  it  is  as  efficacious  in  nre- 
venting  the  importation  of  those  articles  to  which 
we  have  no  objection,  as  it  is  in  raeventing  the 
importation  of  those  which  ii  may  oe  our  interest 
to  exclude 

Mr.  S.  said,  he  viewed  this  bill  as  forming  a  part 
of  a  great  system  for  the  encouragement  ofdomes- 
tic  manufactures,  and  expressed  a  hope  that  the 
Committee  would  indulge  him  while  he  noticed, 
and  attempted  a  rnily  to  some  of  the  |mneipal  ar- 
aumenli  mged  in  favor  of  its  passage.  He  said  it 
had  been  argued  that  it  was  the  duty  of  all  govern- 
ments to  employ  their  idle  population  in  tiseful 
labor,  and  it  was  the  duty  of  this  so  to  «icourage 
domestic  manufactures,  as  to  call  into  their  em- 
ployment that  portion  of  our  population  which  is 
now  idle.  He  said  it  was  true,  that  it  is  to  the  in- 
terest of  all  Governments  that  their  population 
should  be  usefully  employed,  and  that  it  is  desira- 
ble we  should  have  no  idle  and  useless  citixens; 
to  effect  this,  he  said,  it  was  the  duty  of  QoYmnr 
meni  to  secure  to  each  individual  the  free  and  un- 
interrupted enjoymmt  of  his  life^  libeitjr,  and  wop- 
etty,  and  to  leave  bun  free  to  engage  m  the  labor 
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of  his  choice;  and,  be  said,  there  ia  no  doubt  he 
will  enga^re  ia  thai  employment  in  which  he  he- 
lieves  he  can  most  benefit  his  own  interest,  and, 
consequeQtly,  that  of  his  countcy.  But  suppose, 
sir,  said  he,  we  attempt  to  invite  to  labor  that  por- 
tion of  our  citizens  wtio  wish  to  engage  in  manu- 
factures, by  encouragement  to  domestic  manufac- 
toie^  at  the  expense  of  s^culiure  and  commerce, 
we  Ehall  then  employ  actirely  one  man  in  twenty, 
and  lessen,  if  not  destroy,  the  industry  and  enter- 

Sise  of  the  other  nineteen  of  all  oui  population. 
e  said  it  certainly  could  not  be  believed  we  should 
add  to  the  sum  total  of  national  industry,  by  giv- 
iDg  this  extraordinary  encouragement  to  domestic 
monnfactuies.  We  should  have  all  the  branches 
of  national  industry  on  an  equal  footing,  and  not 
giTe  one  a  preference  over  the  others.  He  said,  no 
Government  which  will  interfere  with  national 
industry,  and  give  one  branch  of  it  a  preference 
over  the  other,  to  draw  private  capital  from  one 
channel  to  another,  can  justify  that  interference  on 
any  other  principle  than  that  the  people  cannot, 
or  wiU  not  pome  iheit  own  interest,  and  that  the^ 
are  incompetent  in  the  management  of  their  pri- 
vate iadividiml  aflairs.  These  principles,  he  said, 
however  tme  they  might  be  in  other  countries, 
were  not  tme  in  relation  to  the  people  of  this 
conn  try. 

Mr.  8.  said,  it  had  been  stated  in  this  debate  that 
manufactures  flouriahed  daring  the  war,  but  peace 
destroyed  them.  He  said  if  this  statement  proved 
any  thing,  it  was  the  want  of  congeniality  of  in- 
terest between  domestic  manufactures  and  tne  other 


branches  of  national  industry;  that  the  blasts  which 
bronght  pestilence  and  deatn  to  all  other  branches 
of  indnstry,  were  pleasant  zephyrs  to  manufactures. 


Henidhe  r^retted  to  hear  this  statement ;  he  bad 
always  believed,  and  still  believed,  the  three  great 
bnnches  of  national  industry  could  live  and  flou- 
liab  leather;  and  they  will,  unless  the  avarice 
and  cnpidity  of  those  engaged  in  the  one  require 
and  obtain  too  great  sacrifices  from  those  pursuing 
the  others. 

Mr.  S.  said  onr  independence  had  been  appealed 
to  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  and  we  have  been 
told  of  onr  d^Tadation  in  depending  upon  foreign 
nations  for  manufactured  articles.  He  said  it  vras 
in  the  nature  of  our  Ckivernment  and  civil  insti- 
tutions^  to  inculcate  on,  and  foster  in  the  midst  of 
onr  citizens,  an  ardent  attachment  to  independence 
and  the  prmciplee  of  civil  liberty ;  and,  he  said, 
this  will  continue  to  be  the  case  nntii  we  become 
so  mneh  more  wise  than  our  fathers  that  we  must 
amend  and  interpolate  their  works. 

He  said  examples  had  been  drawn  from  indi- 
Tidnai  life  in  this  debate;  be,  therefore,  felt  justi- 
fied in  foUowing  the  example,  and  would  ask,  if 
any  mim  would  feel  d^aded,  or  less  independent, 
in  sending  his  work  to  the  shop  of  his  neighbor,  if 
his  newhDor  took  part  of  his  surplus  prMuce  in 
pay?  He  said  the  understanding  of  the  man  could 
nbt  be  much  admired,  who,  to  oecome  independ- 
ent, would  leaveaprofitableprofestion,  or  the  call- 
ing of  a  respectable  fanner,  and  torn  cobler.  He 
sud  he  had  a  respect  for  all  honest  men,  be  their 
trade  whatever  it  may;  bnt  there  is  a  social  de- 


pendence mutually  existing  between  men  of  the 
same  country,  and  between  difierent  nations;  and 
he  believed  its  destruction  would  materially  lessen 
the  sum  total  of  human  happiness. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  would  not  mdul^  himself  in  ie- 
tailing  melancholy  forebodings  of  the  deleterious 
effects  of  this  measure,  and  the  others  with  which 
it  is  connected,  on  our  navy,  on  our  revenue,  and 
on  the  habits,  morals,  and  condition  of  our  citir 
zens.  He  said  he  haii  them — he  felt  them — but 
he  would  leave  them  to  time  and  experience  lo 
develope — the  best  crucible  for  the  trial  of  meaa- 

Mr.  Rbea  said:  The  first  section  of  the  bill 
under  cansidemtion  contains  four  principles  r^- 
tiveto  the  disposition  of  merchandise  imparted  into 
the  United  States.  The  first  principle  is,  that  the 
duties  laid  on  all  «K>ds,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
imported  into  the  United  States  from  and  after  the 
day  of ,  except  certain  articles  enumera- 
ted in  the  first  section,  shall  be  paid  before  a  per- 
mit shall  be  eranted  for  landing  the  same,  except- 
ing such  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  as  may 
be  entered  for  exportatioUj  or  deposited  in  store- 
houses. The  second  principle  includes  the  several 
articles  enumerated  in  the  first  section,  and  ex- 
cepted from  the  general  operation  of  the  bilL  in 
respect  to  cash  iwymenl  of^  duties  thereon.  The 
third  principle  includes  merchandise  entered  for 
exportation ;  and  the  fourth  principle  includes  mer- 
chandise intended  to  be  deposited  in  storehouses. 

The  second  section  provides  that,  where  the 
amount  of  dnties  on  the  articles  enumerated  and 
excepted  in  the  first  section,  and  included  within 
the  second  principle  or  class  of  mercbandisej  im- 
ported in  any  ship  or  vessel  on  account  of^  one 
person  only,  or  of  sevAal  persons  jointly  interest- 
ed, shall  not  exceed  one  hundred  dollars,  the  same 
shall  be  immediately  paid;  and  if  exceeding  that 
sum,  shall  be  paid  or  secured  to  be  paid.  If  on 
teas,  one-third  in  three,  one-third  in  sii,  and  one- 
third  in  nine  calendar  months.  If  on  the  other  ar- 
ticles excepted  and  enumerated  in  the  first  section 
of  the  bill,  one-half  shall  be  paid  in  three,  and  the 
other  half  in  six  months,  from  the  date  of  the  re- 
spective importations. 

Theother  sectionaof  the  bill  contain  regulations 
relative  to  merchandise  entered  for  exportation, 
and  to  merchandise  deposited  in  storehouses. 

In  the  first  section  of  the  bill  is  an  enumeration 
of  articles  excepted  from  cash  payments.  The  ex- 
cepted articles  are,  "dying  dni^,  and  materials 
'  for  composing  dyes,  gum  arable,  gum  senega], 
'  and  all  articles  used  solely  for  medicmal  purposes, 
'  cassia,  cinnamon,  cloves,  chocolate,  cocoa,  cofie^ 
<  indigo,  mace,  molasses,  nutmeg^  pepper,  pimen- 
'  to,  salt,  ochre,  suear,  tea."  Ofthese,  as  nas  been 
already  observed,  Uie  second  section  provides,  that 
duties  shall  be  paid  in  three,  six,  ana  nine  mouths, 
and  that  the  duties  on  all  theother  enumerated  ar- 
ticles shall  be  paid  in  three  and  six  months. 
What,  then,  are  the  articles  of  merchandiae  im- 
ported into  the  United  States  on  which,  by  the 
provisions  of  the  bill,  the  duties  shall  be  paid  be- 
fore a  permit  be  granted  for  landing  the  same? 
They  are  all  manufactures  of  woo),  of  cotton,  of 
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liiwD,  of  hemp,  of  iron,  &U  wiott,  aod  spirits  of 
every  kind,  and  other  articles  not  euamerftied  or 
proTided  for  in  tbe  said  first  section.  These  are 
the  principles  of  this  bill,  the  enactniait  of  which 
into  a  law  is  so  earneatly  urged. 

What  will  be  the  operation  of  this  bill  if  it  be- 
comes a  lawl  or  on  whom  will  it  chieQjr  operate? 
The  answers  to  these  (jueetlons  are  important,  and 
onght  to  be  duly  conaidered.  A  seailemaa  from 
Maryland  haa  informed  us  that,  if  the  merchanu 
are  to  pay  cash  for  duties  on  merchandise,  as  pro- 
vided lor  by  tbiii  bill,  they  will,  in  his  opinion,  be 
compelled  to  lay  ebont  ten  per  Cent,  in  addition  to 
(be  price  of  the  article  of  mercbiDdise.  The  du- 
ties cluugKl  bv  the  existing  tariff  on  all  arliclea  of 
foreign  growth  and  ntercbaadise  imported  into  the 
United  S  tatci^  and  ohargeatde  with  oaties,  are  now 
reiv  hi^;  in  soma  oases  anKHintin^  nearly  to  a 
ptoaibitioD,  if  not  alK^ether.  ' 

This  bill,  if  it  beeomei  a  law,  will,  it  is  beUered, 
operate  iaioriogaly  to  the  agrkalturt^  to  the  com- 
merce, and  to  ibe  rercfMM  of  the  Uiiited  Stales, 
and  will  au^tnant  the-ncMssily  of  asjrslem  of  in- 
tarool  taxation  of  a  geaeral  or  particular  kind. 
The  eSecU  which  will  be  prodtioed  by  this  bill,  if 
it  beeontes  a  law,  may  be  apparent.  These  effects 
will  operate  on  the  ooniuraers  of  crery  description 
of  nerchandise  of  foreign  ^owth  or  maDufecture, 
paying  dtitiea.  or  of  domeetie  maaufactures  not  sub- 
ject to  any  auiiea.  The  agrictdtatftl  part  of  the 
comnuBMly  is  the  gieat  mass  of  the  people  of  these 
United  Stales,  and  does  oonsome  the  largest  qnan- 
titiea  of  merchandise  j  and  bong  the  chief  con- 
sumer of  merchandise,  do  pay  the  greatest  portion 
of  revenue  arising  frran  duties  oa  merchandise. 
The  principles  of  the  Government  of  these  United 
States  aie  not  similar  to  the  principles  of  the  Qov- 
emment  of  any  other  nation.  In  the  United  States 
the  peoplft  are  the  sovere^,  and  hold  in  tbdr 
hands  the  power  of  the  QoTernneat  I  will  vote, 
said  Mr.  R.,  to  strike'  out  tbe  first  section,  and  1 
hope  it  will  be  stricken  ouL 

The  qua*tion:was  taken  on  Mr.  SiLaan'a  mo- 
tion to  strike  out  the  first  seetioa— 4hat  is,  to  r^eci 
thabill,  and' canted— ayes  86,  noes  60. 

The  question  was  then  uncaxliately  taken  to 
otHtcni'with  the  Committee  in  striking  oat  tbe 
first  cectioB  of  the  UU,  and  daeided~f  or  coaeur- 
reace,  91 ;  against  it,  66^  as  Mows: 

TBu»-H*«ra.  Abbot,  AlauxUr,  AUwi  of  Tsn- 
nessui  Arebsr  of  Mainland,  Aiohsi  of  Virfinis,  Ball, 
Batbonr,  BayJj,  Brawn,  Bryan,  Bortoa,  BnrwoU, 
Bntlsr  of  New  Hatnpihin,  BuUar  of  Lonimna,  Can- 
no»,  Clagelt,  Uofab,  Crafts,  Culptper,  Csibmsn,  Cnth- 
bert,  DenDiM>D,  Bidj.  Edwsrd*  of  Connecticut,  Ed- 
wards of  Panwlvuiia,  EdwaiJi  of  North  Carolina, 
Fisher,  Pkjd,  Foot,  Porrast,  FaUerton,  Gamett,  Har- 
din, HIH,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Johnson,  Jone*  of  VtrBinis, 
Jonas  of  TennesiM,  Xtnt,  Kinsley,  Lion,  Litsrmore, 
Lowadss,  Lyman,  Hsday,  MeCor,  MeCregry,  Hal- 
lai7.  Marehind,  Mercer,  Hondl,  Morton,  Neale,  Nel- 
s^  of  MasSBchnsstU,  Nation  of  Virginis,  Newton, 
Onrsboel,  Parksi  of  Virginta.  I^ackney,  Plamer, 
Sbss,  Biidt,  Knnidd,  Ross,  Samnon,  Sawysr,  Ser- 
Bssnt,  acttts,  Sikbec,   Binikins,  Sloenmb,  Smith  of 


T«ytoi,  Tarrell,  Tomlinson.  Tracy,  Tucker  of  YiT- 
ginia,  Tneksr  ofSoath  CsroUns,  Tjlar,  Walker,  WiU- 
msD,  WilliaiDs  of  Viigicia.  Williams  of  North  Car- 
olina, and  Wood. 

N^TB— Messrs.  Adams,  AUen  of  Na>  roik,  An- 
derson, Baldwin,  Batemsu,  Beecher,  BloomGeld, 
Bodcn,  Bruab.  Campbell,  Case,  Cocke,  Co<A.  Cul- 
bretb,  Darlington,  Dewiit,  DickinaoD,  Dowae,  Folger, 
Ford,  Gross  of  Naw  York,  Groai  of  FennsjUinia, 
Gnyon,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  Belt- 
ware,  Hendricks,  Hibsbman,  Heiitur,  Hosistler,  Kia- 
sej.  Little,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  or  Ken- 
tucfcy.  Mason,  Meiga,  Melcalf,  R  Moore,  8.  Moore, 
Murrsy,  Patkat  of  MaMachasetts,  FattsnoB,  niUaon, 
Ricbnood,  Rogers,  Ross,  Sbsw,  Sloan,  dmiib  of  New 
Jersey,  Slercna,  atons,  Trimble,  Vaa  Rsnaaalaet, 
WsllsDs,  and  Wendom. 

And  so  the  bill  was  rv jeoted. 

TcEODas,  Uay  2. 

A  ntesttge  from  the  SoiaW  in&naed  tbaHaae 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  .of  this  Hoim 
entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  ofi  Jaeob  Eoakopo^ 
and  others,  of  the  natioB  of  Hloekfaiidge  Indiani, 
residing  in  the  State  of  New  Yoi4^  with  an  aBaead>- 
ment.  They  have  also  passed  bills  of  the  followv 
ing  titles,  to  wit:  An  act  to  regulate-  the  feea  of 
the  clerk  and  marshal  of  the  district  court  of  Use 
United  Btatee  for  the  State  of  Louisiana;  and  an 
act  further  to  re|pilMe  tbe  Medical  DnaiinMDt  of 
the  Army;  in  which  amendment  and  bilb  they 
ask  the  concnnence  of  this  Honse. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Enwanne,  of  Connecticut, 
Ifae  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  vnxe  directed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  aath<nizing  the 
marshal  of  the  district  of  Ccmncclieut  to  make  ttia 
of  Newgale  prison,  in  the  Slate  of  Connecticot 
for  the  purpose  of  ooofining  to  hard  labor  smh 
msoners  as  shall,  by  the  courts  of  the  Uniied 
Slates  in  that  district,  be  sentenced  to  innctsoik' 
ment  at  hard  labor  for  offences  under  the  laws  of 
the  United  Slates  ^  provided  such  Slate  shall  nrnkm 
it  the  duty  of  the  keeper  of  said  prison  to  keep 
safely  all  ptisoaei*  couBitted  thereto,  asafaie- 

The  House  took  up  and  proeaoded  to  ooniiikr 
the  bill  frwi  the  Senate  euiitted  "  An  act  for  lb* 
rdiaf  of  John  H.  Piatt;"  wbcrenpon  tbe  bQl  was 
ordered  to  be  read  n  third  time'  to-morrow. 

The  bill  from  tbe  Senile  entitled  "An  act  to 
regulate  the  fees  of  the  clerk  and  matabal  of  ihit 
district  court  of  the  United  States  for  tbe  State  of 
Louisiana,"  was  read  iwica^  and  refenvd  to  tbe 
Committee  on  the  JtkKeiary. 

The  bill  fnHn  the  Seaal*  entitled  "  An  eel  fln^ 
ther  to  regutaie  the  Medieal  Department  of  ibe 
Army,"  was  read  twice,  and  ordned  to baread  a 
third  time  to-moirow. 

The  amendnkent  proposed  by  tbe  Senate  to  tbe 
bill  entitled  "  Ad  act  for  the  relief  of  Jaeob  Koa- 
kopot,  and  othen,  of  tbe  naliaD  of  Stoekbridga 
Indians,  in  tbe  State  at  New  York,"  was  veaiT, 
and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

■grossed  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  prevent 

juandcra  and  other  offiens  in  thenavnl 

senioe  of  the  United  SMIes  fma  acceptinB  of  Uty 
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preaenl  or  emolument,  of  any  kind  whatevei,  from 
any  Kinst  PriDce,  or  forei^D  StaU,  and  for  othnr 
pivpoMs?'  wai  read  the  tliitd  time  end  paMed. 

The  House  took  up  uid  proceeded  lo  oonsider 
tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sunnnah  Stewart ;  where- 
UFK>n  it  was  ordered  !□  be  eDgroved  and  read  a 
third  time  ' 


DUTIB8  ON  SALES  AT  AUCTION. 

The  House  having  resolred  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Taylor  in  the  chair, 
on  the  bill  for  laying  duties  on  sales  at  auction, 
the  bill  was  read  through. 

The  following  Is  the  first  section,  and  contains 
the  substance  of  the  bill: 

Be  it  madtd,  4c.,  Tbst,  from  uid  sflai  Iha  — — 
day  of  ~~-  nnt,  ihare  shall  ba  I*Tied  sod  paid,  fbt 
tfaa  we  of  tbe  United  Statn,  uimd  all  ssIm  by  way  of 
anctioB,  as  har^after  deMribeJ,  wbich  shall  be  made 
within  the  United  Statsa,  the  mpeclira  rsKa  and 
dntiaa  for  aTeTT  bun Jred  ilollarsof  tlie|inrchueinonay 
arising  on  tba  sale,  by  anclion,  of  goods,  wares,  and 
nerefaandiss^  t*  wit :  on  all  ardcla  taami&cltired  Id 
the  United  Stales,  one  dollar;  on  all  artidn  of  ftreign 
growth  or  aiaiHiftclaT»  not  beiainafler  eoanieTBted, 


led  ftoM  iwn.  steel,  anppar, 


tases  of  all  descti^MoiM,  or  of  lAiA  weot,  flaii  and 
c«H«B,  or  eilhe*,  a  tba  materiel  of  cUef  Trioe,  glass, 
ofkll  kMe,in»,  stad, 
tmwd,  twisaa,  niki 
a-nielssiMMfcel 
pewlar,  lead  or  lis,  at  of 
of  LImb,  is  lbs  UBteriBl  of  cbisf  Tslae,  ohina  ware, 
earthen  wsre,  stone  ware,  roosical  instruments,  hals, 
cap«,ai)dbmnsts,of  all  kinds,  nmbrdlu  and  parasols, 
dreased  oi  taDQ«]  skini,  cabinet  nues,  Isalher,  and  all 
maitafaetares  of  wood  or  leather,  or  of  which  leather  is 
the  article  of  chief  value,  paper,  of  everr  description, 
and  sll  arlicles  of  the  aboTs  description  in  part  menu- 
ftctqred,  printed  booki,  ceiks,  gold  leaf,  ten  dollars; 
and  at  the  same  rate  for  any  greater  or  leraer  saio, 
except  as  hsreiDaftar  excepted.  The  said  respeetira 
rtteeend  duties  to  be  paid  by  (be  aactioneer,  or  person 
HMhfaig  aneh  sales  at  auction,  out  of  the  tnonrys 
ariaiof  Jrook  eeeh  and  ereiT  anch  nie.  And  if  any 
goada,  waree,  andneeebandlsa,  ibM  besnld  at  soiv 


Hut  noiUng  in  ibis  sci  contained,  shall  extend 
any  tala  or  ailee.  by  auctiong  of  goods,  waiea,  and 
merchandise,  mads  pursaant  to,  or  in  aiecation  ot, 
any  rnte,  order,  decree,  lenteBce,  or  jadgment,  of  any 
eonrt,  or  jiididal  officer  of  tba  United  States,  or  either 
of  them,  or  made  in  vinoc^  or  bj  force,  of  any  dlitrsai  , 
fbr  rent,  or  other  oense  for  which  a  distrMa  is  aUowed 
bylaw;  or  made  in  conseqaence  of  any  bankraptcy  or 
it  to  any  law  coDceruing  baDknipt< 
I-;  or  nmde  in  cnnseqnance  of  any 
mt  of  preaerty  and  ejbcts,  fbr  ihs 
ra;  M  made  by,  or  oo  behalf  of,  ex- 


direetloaa  of  any  law  of  tba  OnUed  Sutaa,  or  eilhar  of 
Ihsm,  lonehing  the  collection  of  any  tax  or  doty,  nr 
dispoeaL  bj  auction,  of  pablic  proper^  of  the  Unltsd 
States,  or  of  any  Slate;  itor  toany  snchaalaor  sabn, 


by  anotion,  of  ships,  their  taokls,  sf^rel,  and  fenii- 
tare,  or  la  the  cargoes  of  sny  ^pe  or  Teasels  whiah 
shall  be  wrecked  or  tirandsd  within  the  United  Slates, 
and  sold  lor  the  benefit  of  the  insurers  oi  proprietors 
thereof. 

This  section  being  under  conaidention-^ 

Mr.  Baldwin,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  ManufacUree,  delivered  so  expoaition  of  the 
rietes  of  the  Committee  in  reporting  the  hill,  and 
the  reasons  by  which  be  was  induced  to  urge  iu 
passage.  The  system  of  auoiions  he  described  a* 
a  monopcdy  in  the  hands  of  a  few  penons  in  the 
large  towns,  and  a  iur  suhject  for  tazatiim.  The 
presoU  operation  of  the  sales  at  auction  of  ford^ 
merchandise,  he  argued,  was  to  dis^aee  the  &ir 
trader,  by  inundating,  the  country  with  wvrthltes 
goods  at  reduced  prices;  and  its  t&cl  had  been, 
conneeted  with  other  causey  to  throw  our  com- 
m^ce  into  the  hands  of  foreigan*,  and  bankrupt 
the  fair  American  merchant,  at  the  eame  tune 
that  it  aUe  deeuioyed  tlie  occupation  of  the  help- 
loa  but  indnstrious  retailer.  In  aimioit  of  hu 
nrgumtat,  he  advanced  vaiiutt  foets  tbonmg  th» 
gnai  tsXmt  to  which  this  auction  baMiaat  ia«M>- 
licd  (» in  the  counUy,  Ac 

Mr.  Sroias,  in  the  C4Mirse  of  same  remiib 
which  he  made  on  ihia  snl^ec^  avowed  hit  wil- 
liagaeeeto  throw  Boa»  further  inuNdimeMs  in  the 
wnyiof  forngn  merchants  engaged  in  tiade-in  tUe 
conntry,  not  beUeviagi  it  to  n  the  iUcRst  of  the 
conDtryihal  our  retail  trade  should  becanied.on 
by  foreign  cajutal.  From  considerations  which 
he  enlarged  upon,  Mr.  3.  said  he  should  supnwt 
this  bill,  provided  the  duties  proposed  to  be  laid 
were  not  so  high  as  to  prohiul  sales  at  auction 
aliogEtber.  Such,  he  apprehended,  would  be  the 
effect  of  tbe  duty  of  ten  per  cent  propoeed  in  the 
above  section.  Mi.  S.  assigned  several  reasons  why 
he  tbot^ht  auction  salee  ought  not  to  be  whoUy 
interdicted,  Bt  the  saBW  time  inai  be  thought  then 
B  fit  <^;^ect  for  taxation.  He  therefore  mnved  to 
strike  out  of  the  above  tm  per  ccnL,  aad  in  hm 
thereof  insert  fwe  and  a  hUf  per  cent 

Mr.  Shitm,  of  Marylaiu^  whilst  heopposed  this 
amendment,  gave  his  general  viewtoi  the  bill. 
The  committee  he  said  had  in  his  opinion  iraely 
discriminated,  retaining  a  snaU  dolf  only  on  nuh 
goede— groceries,  for  example— aa  had  always  tMVe- 
tai&re  been  uld  at  uctjon.  That  dtity  however 
bethought  onght  to  be  bat  one  instcMl  of  two  per 
cent.  The  otqcetof  the  ten  per  cent,  dotvon  Mlea. 
of  anolbei  description  was  to  prohiUt  tnen  alto- 
gether. To  show  die  adruHa^eaut  eSeets  of  sack 
ai  prohibtllui,  Mr.  8.  entered  mto  a  gcoertl  view 
of  the  pern  icions  opnatioit  of  sneh  sales.  Tbe 
eiErct  of  the  datv  of  ten  per  cenL  woald  be  to  throw 
back  the  trade  mto  the  hands  of  the  fair  American 
mochant  The  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  daty 
would  not  hare  this  operation :  it  woiJd  be  cheer 
fuUv  paid,  and  would  give  a  revenue  of  eight  hnn- 
drno  thousand  dt^ars.  Bevenne,  bowere^  wm 
not  the  object,  but  prohibition  or  exdosJonoi  theM 
sales  i  and  the  proposed  amendment,  thncfoee, 
ongbt  not  to  be  adopted 

ib.  SuaiAKT  gave  to  the  Howe  hie  vivwu  «f 
this  Mit|)ect,  end  pattioulaiiy  of  the  miiiBiit 
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With  r^ard  to  trade  in  geaerel,  he  was  opposed 
to  subjectiiig  it  to  too  much  regalation;  but  sales 
at  suction  were  a  fair  subject  of  r^ulatioD,  be- 
cause the  system  itself  was  the  creature  of  regula- 
tion, being  subject  lo  particular  restraints,  and 
E'ving  particular  benefits  to  those  who  cany  it  on, 
c.  He  objected  to  the  auction  system,  that  it 
was  inconsistent  with  sober  and  moderate  habits, 
and  induced  ^mblin^  and  speculating  habits. 
Me  spoke  of  it  in  a  limited  as  well  as  in  a  eeneial 
sense.  He  had  therefore  no  objection  to  tne  pro- 
posed  prohibitory  dut^ ;  but  to  tne  imposition  of  a 
an^  on  sales  at  auction  as  a  means  of  revenue  he 
hod  manf  ol^tiinis,  the  most  forcible  of  which 
was,  that  Its  operationwouldbe  too  partial.  Such 
a  dnty  would  well  form  a  part  of  a  general  sys- 
tem, tiut  certainly  ought  not  to  be  selected  from  all 
odier  equally  proper  objects  of  internal  taxation, 
ftc    kewmsof  course  opposed  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  JoBNBOH,  of  Virgmia,  then  took  the  floor. 
He  regarded  this  bill  as  only  a  continuance  of  the 
system  of  measures  commenced  in  one  bill  which 
MS  already  passed  thb  Hous^  and  proposed  to  be 
continued  in  the  other,  which  was  yesterday  re- 
jected— a  system  which  he  pronounced  to  be  cal- 
culated to  visit  with  ruin  and  distress  one  portion 
of  the  community,  to  the  benefit  of  two  other  classes. 
He  replied  to  some  of  the  arguments  advanced  on 
this  dav,  and  on  preceding  days,  in  favor  of  fos- 
tering the  manufacturing  system,  and  particularly 
deniM  that  the  independence  of  the  country  was 
in  any  manner  essentiallv  connected  with  that 
policy.  With  regard  to  the  alleged  effect  of  this 
bill  to  promote  the  public  interest^  by  preventing 
people  from  baying  goods  at  auction,  he  consif 
ered  the  old-&shioned  way  the  best,  which  left  to 
the  good  peojde  of  the  United  States  to  jndge  for 
thensdveaofwhatwoold  best  promote  their  inter- 
ests. This  bill,  he  argued,  would  promote  the 
interest  of  but  two  classes — the  merchants  and  the 
mannbctarers — by  excluding  the  competition  of 
foreign  capital,  and  further  burdening  the  sales  of 
imported  goods,  &c.  With  respect  to  the  moral- 
ity of  auction-sales,  he  said  that  it  was  not  the 
province  of  Oongress,  but  of  the  Stale  govetn- 
meuta,  to  legislate  for  the  preservation  of  the  mor- 
als of  the  community,  A^. 

Mr.  Tract  delivered  bis  views  in  opposition  to 
the  bill.  With  regard  to  the  monopoly  of  '"-  - 
auction  business,  he  said  it  was  the  first  tin; 
had  heard  a  serious  atl^ation  against  a  monop- 
oly, the  object  of  which  was  to  sdl  goods  cheaper 
tMiD,  without  these  auction  sales,  they  would  be 
sold.  Onthecontrary,tbeeffect  of  this  bill  would 
be,  he  argued,  to  create,  instead  of  destroying,  a 
monopoly.  He  examined  the  operation  of  sales  at 
anotion,  and  replied  to  the  arguments  which  had 
beoi  employed  to  show  their  injurious  and  im- 
moral tendency.  People  might  buy  as  immorally 
and  as  foolishly^  he  said,  from  the  regular  mer- 
chant as  at  auction ;  and  more  so,  because  ii 
one  case  they  mast  j«y  cash  fw  their  purchases, 
and  in  the  other  might  obtain  extensive  credits, 
which  wtxe  always  prejudicial.  He  denied  the 
force  of  the  argument  that  the  businew  of  ««jling 
goods  would  be  thrown  into  more  hands  by  abol- 


ishing sales  at  auction.    He  sawno  reason  in  Con- 
gress l^islating  for  the  purpose  of  prodi 


[Ch 


effect,  &e.  In  concluding  his  speech,  Mr.  T. 
moved  to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill ; 
but,  pending  the  other  motion,  this  motion  was  not 

Mr.  SaasEE  made  some  remarks,  the  ol^ect  of 
which  was  to  show  that  the  proposM  duties  were 
too  h^h,  and  would  ceriainly  be  evaded,  and 
evaded  without  fraud,  by  a  change  in  the  custom- 
ary mode  of  doing  business.  A  single  package  of 
rds,  for  example,  would  be  sold  at  public  sale  to 
the  price,  and  ute  rest  would  be  sold  off  at  pri- 
vate sale  at  the  same  price,  and  thus  the  duty 
saved,  dec.  He  was  of^  course  in  favor  of  the 
amendment  now  under  consideration. 

Mr.  WAHHELn  next  spoke  at  considerable  length 
against  the  principle  of  the  bill,  and  in  reply  to 
the  arguments  used  in  its  support.  He  denied  that 
the  system  of  auction  sales  could  properly  be  con- 
sidered as  a  monopoly,or  that  it  produced  tne  delete- 
rious effects  ascribed  to  it.  He  was  disposed  to  let 
commerceTeguiateitself^as  much  as  we  could,  with 
a  due  regard  to  the  public  interest.  He  was  there- 
fore opposed  to  passing  any  law  on  this  snliject ; 
but,  ii  any  law  respecting  it  were  to  pass,  he  was 
in  favor  of  its  being  amended  as  now  proposed  by 
the  gendeman  from  New  York.  He  bdmed  the 
operation  of  this  bill  would  be  to  encroach  in  a 
certain  degree,  for  the  benedl  of  another  inlvest, 
on  the  agricnlraral  interest  of  the  country ;  and  he 
was  therefore  entirely  opposed  to  its  passage  in 
any  shape. 

Mr.  KiHSEY  spoke  in  support  of  the  bill.  He 
adverted  to  the  numerous  petitions  which  had 
been  presented  in  favor  of  this  bill,  from  various 
classes  of  society,  as  affording  the  strongest  evi- 
dence this  House  could  have  in  favor  of  the  measure 
now  before  the  House.  He  recounted  the  details 
of  the  operation  of  these  auction  sales  as  convert- 
ing the  whole  business  of  trade  into  a  system  of 
hiuard  and  of  chance,  having  a  most  demoralizing 
effect;  and.  whatever  gaioemen  might  say,  ha 
contended  this  was  a  conaideiatioB  oUitled  to  Uie 
respect  of  this  Uouie— oar  QoTenuncnt  ittdf  being 
founded  on  public  morals.  He  added  many  other 
arguments,  and  invoked  the  parental  care  of  Con- 
gress to  the  sinking  American  manofactum  and 
merchant  &om  the  effect  of  these  sales  at  auction 
for  the  benefit  of  foreign  competitofa,  &c. 

Mr.  Baldwin  again  spoke  in  support  of  the  bUL 
He  did  not  consider  the  duty  of  ten  pe^  cent,  as  a 
prohibitory  duty:  it  was  noU  he  said,  intended  to 
M  such,  nor  did  he  believe,  from  alt  the  informa- 
tion he  Dad  received,  that  it  would  liave  tbat  ope- 
ration. He  examined  more  fully  the  deleterious 
operation  of  the  present  system  of  trade,  dec,  and 
argued  that  anticipations  of  punctuality  in  the  fa- 
ture  payment  of  duties  ought  not  to  be  formed  on 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Tceuury  on 
that  sutigect ;  and  that  it  would  not  be  surnisins 
if  the  loss  this  year,  by  failuiea,  A«.,  should  equal 
.!._ , r.L. ...- 1: onemit- 

Mr.  JoBNBOHj  of  Virginia,  again  addiened  the 
House,  and  rephed  to  Mr.  Baldwin's  ai^urpenta ; 
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mainta  ining  the  importance  to  this  nation  of  com- 
merce and  navigation,  bath  which  the  system  of 
which  thia  bill  was  a  psclj  went  to  destroy;  and 
this,  ai^eT  a  bloody  but  victorious  war  had  been 
commenced  and  maintained  for  free  trade  and  sail- 
ors' rights.  Having  achieved  at  such  a  sacrifice 
these  great  objects,  ne  deprecated  their  Gurrendei. 
by  the  policy  proposed  by  the  system  of  which  this 
bill  was  a  part,  &e. 

Mr.  Mbiob,  of  New  York,  entered  into  a  seiie! 
of  Bigumenis,  end  referred  to  a  niimber  of  facts,  to 
show  the  beneficial  operation  which  this  bill  would, 
to  a  certain  degree,  have  on  the  domealic  iodiiBlry 
of  the  nation  generally' ;  to  which  great  object  he 
was  friendly.  Thouffh.  therefore,  the  bill  might 
afibrd,  perhaps,  bnt  little  aid  to  manubctures,  he 
waa  in  favor  ot  it 

The  queatioa  wai  then  taken  on  leducins  the 
duty,  in  the  above  section,  from  ten  per  cent  to 
two  and  a  half  per  cent. ;  and  was  negatived  with- 

Sdr.  Stboiio,  of  New  York,  then,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  destroying  the  bill,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  fint  section  thereof,  ana  foUowed  his  motion 
by  a  speech  of  some  length  against  the  bill,  con- 
tending that  the  sales  proposed  to  be  so  h^hly 
taxed,  were  not  injurioua  to  the  interest  of  the 
conunuait^;  that,  whether  the  tax  was  intended 
for  prohibition  or  for  revenue,  it  would  be  partial, 
and  would  be  defeated  by  the  sales  of  goods  in 
comiaiBsion  stwes,  &c. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section  was 
nwatived — ayes  51,  noes  75. 

Mr.  Bdtleb,  of  New  Hampshire,  then  moved  to 
strike  out  ten,  and  insert  five  per  cent 

Hr.  Wendover  moved  to  strike  out  ten,  and  in- 
sert eighL 

The  lancr  motion,  being  firat  tried,  was  neg- 
atived. 

The  motion  to  substitute  five  per  cent,  for  ten 
was  alao  negatived — ayes  64,  noes  TO. 

Mr.  CoLBRBTH  moved  to  strike  out  Ua,  and  in- 
sesrt  six  per  cent ;  which  motion  he  made  becaiue 
h«  was  friendly  to  the  object  of  the  bdl,  and  be- 
cause he  feared  that,  unless  the  duty  were  reduced, 
the  bill  would  be  lost 

This  motion  was  also  negatived. 

Mr.  SuiTH,  of  Matyland,  moved  to  strikeout 
the  doty  of  two  pw  cent  on  sales  of  groceries,  &e. ; 
and  in  lien  thereof  to  iiuert  one  per  cent.  The 
motion  was  agreed 


were  accepted,  and  many  rejected ;  in  the  propo- 
sition or  discussion  of  which,  Messrs.  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Baldwin,  Culbreth,  Wenboveb, 
"Whitman,  Silsbbe,  Foot,  Hill,  McLean  of 
Kentucky,  Bebcreb,  and  Nslson  of  Virginia, 
were  most  active. 

The  bill  was  so  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Baldwin,  as  to  take  efiect  firom  and  after  the  30lh 
of  June  next. 

The  bill  having  been  sone  through,  and  the 
blanks  therein  all  filled,  the  Committee  rose  and 
reported  the  bill  and  amendments  to  the  House, 
16th  Cox.  1st  Sgss.— 69 


and  the  amendments  were  all  concurred  in ;  and, 
after  receiving  some  further  modification, 

Mr.  Tbact,  of  New  York,  moved  that  the  bill 
be  indefinitely  postponed  j  wnich  motion  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative  by  yeas  and  nays — for  in- 
definite postponement  66,  against  it  83,  as  fol- 

YiAi — Mesari.  Abbot,  Aleiuidar,  Anderson,  Archer 
of  Virginia,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bajlj,  Bijaa.  Bafibm, 
Burwell,  Butler  o(  Louuiana,  Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocke, 
Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Dennisun,  Earle,  Eddy,  Edwaida 
or  Connecticut,  Edward*  of  North  Carolina,  Fiaher, 
Flojd,  Fuller,  Follcrlon,  Gnraeit,  Grow  of  P«nnsjt- 
vania.  Hall  of  New  Yoik,  Hall  of  North  Caralius, 
Hitdin,  Hcifter,  Holmea,  Hooks,  Johnaon,  Jonea  of 
Tenneraee,  Kent,  Liiermore,  Lowndn,  Macliy,  Hc> 
Coy,  Mercer.  Monetl,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Maaaachawtft^ 
Nelson  of  Virginia,  DTeralreet,  Parker  of  Virginia, 
Pinckne;,  Pindsll,  Reed,  Rhea,  Ringgold,  Settle,  8ih- 
bee,  Blocumb,8miih  of  North  Carolina,  Strong  ofNew 
York,  Snearingen,  Tur,  Terrell,  Tracj,  Tneher  of 
Virguiia,  Tucker  of  Bonth  Caioliaa,  Walker,  War- 
field,  and  Williams  of  North  Carolins. 

Nais — Meain.  Adana.  Allen  of  Tenueisee,  Archer 
of  Maryland,   Baker,   Baldwin,  T 


■hire,  Campbell,  Caae,  Clagett,  Clarit,  Cook,  i 
Crawford,  Culbreth,  CnahmaD,  DtttinglOD.  Dowaa, 
Edwarda  of  Penasyjiama,  Errin,  Folger.  Foot,  F<ir- 
Teat,  Groes  of  North  Carolina,  Gnjroa,  Haeklay,  Hail 
of  Delaware,  Hendricka,  Hibahman,  Hill,  Hosletter, 
Jonei  of  Virginia,  Kioaej,  Kinilej,  Little,  Linn,  Ho- 
Creaiy,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLmh  of  Kentncky, 
Mallary,  Maaon,  Meiga,  Metcal^  R.  Moote,  8.  Moors, 
Morton,  Morraj,  Newton,  Parker  uf  Maasachoaetta, 
Fatteraon,  Philcon,  Pitcher,  Flumer,  Rankiu,  Rich, 
Robertuin,  Kogeri,  Roaa,  Run,  Sampaoo,  Sawjer, 
Sergeant,  Shaw,  Bloan,  Smith  of  New  Jeiroj,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  Sonthard,  Stavena,  Btorrs,  Street,  Taylor, 
Toapkini,  Trimble,  Van  Renaaelaer,  Wallaee,  Wen- 
dovn-,  ^Vhiliaan,  Williama  of  Virginia,  and  Wood. 

Mr.  BuTLEB,  of  New  Hampshire,  renewed  the 
motion  to  strike  out  ten  and  inseit^^w  per  cent,  aa 
the  duly ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called,  but 
refused.    The  motion  was  lost 

Mr.  Stobbs  moved  to  strike  out  tm  and  insert 
three  per  cent.j  which  was  also  negatived. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  thirteenth  section,  which  provides  that  if  any 
goods  imported  shall  sell  for  mote  than  the  prime. 

cost  an  additional  duly  of per  cent,  shall  be 

laid  on  such  sale. 

The  motion  waa  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Culbreth  renewed  his  motion  to  strike  out 
ten,  and  insert  Hx  per  cent.;  which  waa  negatived.. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  tl>» 
bill  ,to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time,  and. 
decided  in  the  negative—yeas  72,  nays  77,  as  fol- 

YsAa — Meaarb  Adama,  Allan  of  Tannaaate,  Baker, 
Baldwin,  Batomao,  Beechar,  BlooMfield,  BodMi, 
Brown,  Campbell,  (Jaae,  Olaifc,  Cook,  Orawfaid,  Cut 
breth,  Guahman,  Uariinglon,  Dowaa,  Edwarda  of  Ponibi 
aylTania,  Ervin,  Fotger,  Foot,  Forrest,  Qioaa  of  New 
York,  GayoD,  Hackley,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Uwdricks, 
Hib^man,  Hill,  Hoatatler,  Kinaaj,  Kiwlay,  Uttio, 
Lino,  McCreary,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of 
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KmtDckj,  Kt.lh.tr,  Mi«n,  Meip.  R.  Moore,  8. 
Moore,  Morton,  NentOD,  Pirker  of  Misucbnwtti, 
hittenon,  Fhibon,  Rich,  Rob«rt«on,  Rogcn,  Rou, 
Row,  SkmiMOti,  Stiwjer,  Serg«uit,  Sbin,  Btoan, 
Smilk  of  New  Joimj,  Smith  of  MbtjUdJ,  Sontbard, 
aufenh  SttMt,  etnms  of  Veimoiit,  TstIoi,  Tompkine, 
TiimUe,  V«n  ReimaUar,  W»1Uee,  WenaoTer,  Wbit 
■ui,  ond  Wood. 

Hah — Mawrf.  AleModer,  Andenon,  Accbei  or 
Uuilud,  Archar  of  Viiginit,  Btll,  Birbonr,  Bijly, 
Bnui  Boflnni,  Burton,  Borwell,  Butler  of  New 
Hampdilre,  Bailer  of  Louinuia,  CanooD,  CligeU, 
Oobb,  Cocke,  Crafta,  Cubepei,  Cnlhbert,  Danniaon, 
Earla,  Eddr,  EdnanU  of  Connecticat,  EdwanJ*  of 
North  Uarolina,  Fiahar,  Floyd,  Foliar,  FoUarton, 
Ounett,  Grou  of  PcDBayWania,  Halt  of  Now  York, 
HaU  of  North  Caiolina,  Hardin,  HoUtar,  Holme*, 
Hooka,  JobnMQ,  Jon*"  of  Virginia,  Jonea  of  TeDnea- 
aM,  Kent,Li»otmoro,  LowBdei,  Macla;,  McCoj,  Mer- 
MV,  Matsatf,  Monell,  Murray,  Neale,  Melion  of  Masaa- 
dinaMla,  NaUon  of  Virginia,  Oreralreet,  Parker  of 
Tirauikt  Pinckne;,  Pindall,  Plumor,  Rankin,  Bhoa, 
Singfold,  8ellle,  Silsbee,  Simkina,  Slocnmb,  Smith  of 
North  Catolinn,  Slorra,  Strong  of  New  York,  Swaai- 
Ingaa,  Tarr,  Terrell,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  Virginia^ 
Tock«  of  South  Camlina,  Walker,  Warfield,  WU- 
liau*  of  Virginia,  and  WiUiama  of  North  Carolina. 
And  so  the  aid  bill  was  rejected. 
Mr.  BoTLEK,  of  New  Hunpsbire,  then  moTod 
thai  the  House  do  reeonaidet  the  Tole  just  taken 
OB  (he  qneaticm  to  engross  the  said  bill ;  when  the 
House  mdjonrned. 

Wedmbsvut,  Majr  3. 

The  Spbaeeb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
fiom  the  Secretaiy  of  War,  transmitting  a  copy 
of  the  proceedinos  of  the  court  martial  in  the  Uial 
of  Colonel  William  King,  of  the  4th  regiment  of 
infaaUyt  and  a  oopv  of  the  wdeia  and  documents 
connected  iherewiin.  communicated  in  obedience 
to  die  resolution  of  the  18th  of  April  lastj  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Militarf  A&irs. 

The  Speakeb  also  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  iransmil- 
ting  sundry  documents  and  statenients  m  relation 
to  the  receipt*  and  expenditures  of  the  Depart- 
ment for  Indian  Affairs,  communicated  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  resolution  of  the  10th  ultimo  ;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Aflkirs. 

i/b.  Shitb,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whora  was  referred  the 
Iftter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  the  23d  of 
repotted  a  bill  to  iner«»e  "^ 


letter 
Dec  en 


ber  of  clerks  in  the  Department  of  War;  which 
ml  read  twica,  and  ctxiBnitted  to  a  Committee  of 
tfca  Whole  to-morrow. 

Oa  motioD  of  Mr.  Williahb,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, the  House  took  up  and  proceeded  to  contider 
the  teaolatioB  sulnutted  by  him  on  the  20tfa  uUi- 
mtv  fin  the  i^^oiatmeat  of  a  standing  committee 
to  b(  desoMinatetl  "The  Committee  on  Aericol- 
t«wi"  and  the  rwolutioB  was  agreed  to  by  the 
Home;  and  ordei«d  that  the  committee  conaist  of 
sarcQ  memboa. 

Mr.  MnoBK  mored  that  the  House  do  now  <prtf 
ceed  lo  wnsidet  the  biU  ta  provide  for  clothing 


the  militia  wh«k  called  into  the  wrriee  of  the 
United  States ;  which  motitm  was  rejected  by  the 

The  House  took  up  and  proceeded  lo  consider 
the  joint  resolntion  to  eiteod  the  use  of  the  Li- 
brary of  Confess  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
iind  to  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Represenlatives, 
during  the  recess  of  Congress ;  and  the  said  reso- 
lution being  amended  at  the  Clerk's  table, 

Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  mo?ed  further 
to  amend  the  same,  by  including  therein  the  Su- 
perintendent of  the  Patent  Office;  which  moticn 
was  rejected. 

The  resolution  was  (hen  ordered  to  be  engroesed 
and  read  a  thund  time  to-monow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hotue 

at  the  Senate  have  pased  a  bill  of  this  Houae, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Abijah  Hnnt  and 
William  Oordoo  Foituaa,"  with  an  amendment, 
in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
for  (he  relief  (^  the  heirs  of  Abijah  Hnnt  were 

The  biU  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  John 
H.  Piatt  was  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  which  authorize  a  settlemeitt  of  Wm. 
Pisa's  accounts  on  equit^e  principles,  gaie  rise 
to  a  debnte  of  consideraUe  length,  in  which  ma»7 
gentlonen  engaged. 

At  leiwth  the  qnestion  was  taken  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  hill,  and  decided  in  the  affinnaiive. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  further  to  regulate 
(he  Medical  Departm«st  of  the  Army,"  was  letd 
a  third  time,  and  passed, 

The  bill  from  the  Senale  for  the  relief  of  Susan- 
nah Stewart  was  also  read  a  thin)  time,  and 

CHARTER  OF  WABHIHOTON. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  biH 
from  the  Senate  for  renewing  and  amending  the 
Charter  of  the  City  of  Washineton,  with  the 
amendments  thetetD  reported  t^  the  committee  of 
this  House.  These  amendments  prqjwse,  printi- 
pdly,  that  the  Section  of  Mayor  shall  be  by  Eko- 
tors,  instead  of  by  the  people,  as  the  bill  presoribsB; 
and  that  the  city  shall  be  divided  into  Jtfe  instead 
of  fix  wards.  These  amendment*  were  not  agreed 
to,  though  some  others  of  less  importance  wefe< 

Mr.  STaarr  then  moved  to  antend  the  Utt  by 
sttihing  out  the  claose  empoWeriiig  the  eoi<pjia- 
tion  of  the  city  to  authorize  lotteries  for  the  pbt^ 
poses  of  public  improvement ;  which  motion,  after 
some  tittle  debate,  was  agreed  to.  And,  Ihns 
amraded,  the  bill  was  ord«ed  to  be  read  a  thM 


ADJOURNMENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  Senate's  resolution,  proposing  to  fix  a  day 
for  the  adjoununent  of  Conar^ 

The  question  being  on  wnal  day  to  fix  for  the 

Mr.  LowHnEB,  on  the  ground  of  a  doubt  whe- 
ther the  House  could  now  decide  by  what  day  it 
could  get  through  the  business  necessair  to  be 
done,  moved  to  lay  die  resolve  again  on  tne  table. 


Digni2 
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On  diis  motion  aiose  a  desultory  debate,  in 
which  Messrs.  Lowhde^  Rogehts on.  Holmes, 
Foot,  Floyd,  Rhea,  Walker,  and  Seboeant, 
took  pBit. 

In  the  course  of  this  debate,  Mr.  Holmes  sug- 
gested that  it  was  more  than  probable  that  a  com- 
munication would  shortly  be  made  to  Congress  by 
the  Executive,  lespecling  our  foreisn  a&irs,  which 
would  require  two  or  three  days'  deliberation. 

On  this  suggestion,  Mr.  Floyd  remarked,  is 
advocating  an  early  adjournment,  that  he  should 
yet  not  be  unwilling  to  sh  longer,  if  there  vras  any 
occasion  for  legLsIacion  in  respect  to  our  relations 
with  Spain ;  but  on  that  subject  the  House  had  had 
message,  and  report,  and  re-report,  until  he  was 
reminded  of  the  faole  of  the  shepherd  and  the 
wolf.  dtc. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table 
was  netrattved  by  a  small  majority. 

Mr.  Newton  then  moved  to  postpone  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  resolution  to  Saturday 
next,  on  which  day,  he  said,  it  was  expected  that 
a  messa^  would  be  transmiited  by  the  Executive, 
contaitung  informatioQ  respecting  our  relations 
with  Spam,  without  which  it  would  be  highly  im- 
politic to  aajoom. 

This  motion  was  n^tired. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  fixing  on  the 
eighth  day  of  this  month  (next  Monday)  for  ad- 
journment, and  negatived  by  a  considerable  ma- 
Mr.  Tbihble  then  moved  to  fix  on  the  13tb 
instant,  as  the  day  of  adjouTDment;  which  motion 
was  also  negatived. 

Mr.  HoLHia  then  moved  to  fix  on  the  10th  for 

adjournment;  which  was  agreed  to;  and,  thus 

,    amended,  the  resolntion  was  passed,  and  returned 

to  the  Senate  for  concurreitce  in  the  smeudmeot. 


DUTIES  ON  SALES  AT  AUCTION. 

The  House  thea  look  up  the  motion,  depending 
on  yesterday's  adjounmient,  to  reconsider  the  vote 
lejecting  the  ImII  for  laying  duties  on  sales  at  auc- 
tion.   Whetenpon, 

Mr.  BimAR,  of  New  Hampshire,  withdrew  hb 
■aid  motion,  and  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Boohed,  That  the  Beciituy  at  the  Treatdry  b« 
directad  to  eommanieate  to  thu  House,  at  th<  com- 
mviiMnMat  of  th<  nait  teuion  of  Congnat,  an  estj- 
inata  of  Iha  d«fidt  io  th»  rsTcnuv,  <rbi«h  may  nlti- 
uataly  ariae  fnm  the  adoptioD  of  ibe  pcapowd  tariff, 
and  also  what  atnonat  of  rcvaane  laiy  ha  dshved 
from  a  doty  on  ailes  at  auctioa  aaJ  on  ■piritnoni 
Uqnon  distilled  from  grain  and  otbar  donieatic  ma- 

And  the  quesiion  being  taken,  that  the  House 
do  now  proceed  to  connder  the  said  resolution,  it 
was  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Stdbbb  then  renewed  the  motion  to  recon- 
aider  the  vote  rejecting  the  bill  laying  duties  on 
certain  sales  at  auction. 

And  after  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  Mbtcalp 
and  Mr.  Wood  id  ftvor  of  reconsideration,  and 
from  Mr.  Wabfield  in  favor  of  a  postponement 
dtl  to-morrow,  which  was  negatived ;  diequestion 


was  taken  by  yeas  and  oa^onMr.  St onas's  mo- 
tion, and  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  84,  nays 
63,  as  follows; 

Taia— M«Mn  Adima,  Allen  of  Nan  York,  Bakw, 
Baldwin,  Bateman,  Beecber,  Bloomfield,  Bronn, 
Bmeh,  Butler  of  New  Banipsbire,  Campbell,  Ciuw, 
Clack,  Cocke,  Cook,  Crewford,  Culbieth,  Caihmai), 
Darlington,  DennisoD,  Dewitt,  Dickbaon,  Doitm, 
Edwards  of  Pa.,  Fotgei,  Foot,  Ford,  Forrest,  GroM 
of  Haw  York,  GujoD,  Hscklej,  Hall  of  New  York, 
Ball  of  Delaware,  Hendrieka,  Berrick,  Hill,  Hoetettar, 
Kendall,  Kiniey,  Kinaley,  Little,  Linn,  Lyman,  Mc> 
CreaTy,  MtLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentscky, 
Mallary,  Mason,  Meiga,  Metcalf)  R.  Moore,  8.  Hoore, 
Morton,  Mnmj,  Newlon,  Parker  of  Misuchusetta, 
Patterson,  Pbilaon,  Kicb,  Biehmond,  Bogen,  Rosa^ 
Rdis,  Sampion,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Shaw,  Sloani 
Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maiylsnd,  Southard, 
Steiana,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  Vennont,  Tair,  Tay- 
lor, Tomlinion,  Tompkins,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Vic. 
ginia,  Wallace,  AVendoiei,  and  Wood. 

Nil! — Meon-i.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Anderaon,  Ar- 
cher of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Ball.  Barbonr, 
Bsjiy,  Brersrd,  BrvBD,  SartOD,  Butler  of  Louisiana, 
Cannon,  Clagetl,  CraltB,  CrDwelt,  Cuthbert,  Earle, 
Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  NortU 
Carolina,  Fiaher,  Fuller,  Futlerton,  Gsmett,  GroM  of 
Pennsykania,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  Heia- 
ter.  Holmei,  Hooka,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Kent, 
Liiennore,  Lowndea,  Macliy,  McCoy,  Marchand,  Mer- 
cer, Neale,  Neiaon  of  MaKachnietts,  Nelson  of  Virgi- 
nia, Oventreel,  Parker  ofVirgima,  Pinckney,  Putdall, 
Ptumer,  Bankin,  Rhea,  Ringgold,  Settle,  Bibbei^ 
SmithofNorthCarolina,  Strong  of  New  York,  Swear- 
ingen,  Terrell,  Traqy,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  War- 
field,   Williama  of  Viisinia,  and  Williama  of  Nortli 

The  bill  then  received  sundry  amendmenta. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Baldwin,  the  dnty  of  ten  pa 
cent,  on  sales  of  certain  enumented  articlee  (dry 
goods,  dbc.,)  was  stricken  out,  ao  as  to  leav«  diat 
Item  blank. 


Mr.  Btorhs  proposed  fimr  per  cent. 

Mr.  Seroeart  proposed  seven  and  a  haif. 

Mr.  DsNNisoN  proposed  three. 

Mr.  Cabe  proposed  eix. 

Mr.  Tracv  proposed  two. 

Mr.  Taylor  proposed  tight. 

The  question  was  first  taken  on  the  hijghest  nte 
proposed,  (ri?A(  per  cent..)  and  negatired;  Ihn 
question  on  the  two  next  highest  rates  proposed, 
as  above,  were  also  decided  in  the  negative;  but, 

On  the  question  to  fill  the  blank  with  Jive  per 
cent.,  it  was  decided  in  (he  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  th^ 
hill  was  amended  by  striking  out  the  words  "  on 
articles  manufactured  in  the  United  States,  one 
dollar." 

Mr.  Denniboh  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  strik- 
ing out  the  following  clause : 

"And  if  any  goods,  ware*,  and  marchandiae,  abtll  ba 
sold  at  auction  in  any  other  manner,  or  in  any  leaa 
quantities,  dlmenabn*,  or  weight,  than  those  contained 
in  the  original  bale*  ot  packages  in  whidi  they  diaQ 
have  been  imported,  then  shall  be  levied  and  paid  an 
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■dditioDil  iDin  of  five  dolUn  foi  ever;  hnndrtd  doU 
lui  or  the  parehue  mouoy  triiing  ftom  inch  uIm." 

And  the  question  on  this  motion  was  decided 
in  the  negative. 

Mr.  CuLBRETB  then  moved  to  amend  the  above 
daiue  by  striking  out  the  wotd  five,  and  insert- 
ing in  lieu  thereof^  tvo  and  a  htdf.  And  the  mo- 
tion was  negatived. 

The  question  was  at  length  taken  on  oiderine 
the  tnll  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  93,  nays  58,  as 
follows: 

7si>— Mam*.  Adam*,  Alien  of  New  York,  Bt- 
kCT,  Baldwin,  Bateman,  Beechsr,  Bloomfield,  Browa, 
Bniih,  Batlarof  New  Hunpahire,  Catapbelt,  Caia, 
Clagett,  Clark,  Cockt,  Cook,  Ccinford,  Cnlbitth, 
CuibmiD,  Darlinglon,  Denniton,  DewiK,  Dickin- 
Mn,  Dotrie,  Earle,  Edwirda  of  PtiiDijWaDia,  Ervin, 
Folger,  Foot,  Ford,  Forteit,  Fuller,  Groaa  of  New 
York,  Gujon,  Hackley.  H»ll  of  New  York,  Hall  of 
Delaware,  Hendricki,  Etnick,  Hill,  Hottetter,  Jane* 
of  TaQDeiaae,  Kendall,  Kinsej,  Kinale;,  Liltle,  Lidd, 
Lyman,  McCicaiy,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of 
Kenluck;,  Miliary,  Marchand,  Maion,  Hcigt,  Metcal^ 
R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Monell,  Morton,  Murray,  New- 
ton, Parker  of  Mnaachaaetli.  Patteraoii,  Philton, 
Plumer,  Rankin,  Rich, Richmond,  Rogrn,  Rou,Bu*i, 
Samptoa,  Sttryer,  Sergeant,  fihaw,  Hloan.  Bmith  uf 
New  Jeraej,  Smith  of  Mainland,  Southard,  Steveni, 
Btorn,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Taylor,  Tomlinaon, 
Tompkioa,  Trimble,  Van  Rtnaaelaer,  Wallace,  Wend- 
orer,  WUJiiffl*  of  Virginia,  and  Wood. 

Niii — Merara.  Abbot,  Aleiander,  Andanon,  Ar- 
d>er  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Ball,  Bayly, 
Breiird,  Bryan,  Buffum,  Burton,  Bulier  of  Louiaiana, 
Cannon,  Cobb,  Craft*,  CronelJ,  Cnlpeper,  Cutbbart, 
Eddy,  Edward*  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  North 
Carolina,  Fisher,  Fnllsrton,  Garoett,  tiioaa  of  Penn- 

Slvania,  Ball  of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  Heiater, 
olmn,  Hooki,  JohnioD,  Jonea  of  Virginia,  Kent, 
Livermore,  Lowndea,  Uaclaj,  McCoy,  Mercer,  Neate, 
Nelaoft  of  MiaawchButla,  Nelaoo  of  Virginia,  Over- 
Btreet,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Pinckney,  Pindall.  Rhea, 
KnggoJd,  Settle,  Smith  vf  North  CaroliDa,  Strong 
of  New  York  Swsaiingan,  Tarr,  Terrell,  Tracy, 
Tnckei  of  Virginia,  Tncker  of  Soath  Carolina,  War- 
Aald  and  WilJiama  of  NoitEi  Carolina. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-monow. 

Tbdrsdat,  May  4. 

On  motion  of  Mi.  Woodbhidqe,  the  Secretary  of 
die  Treasury  was  direeted  to  prepare  and  report  to 
this  House,  at  the  next  session  of  Congress,  such 
modification  of  the  ezistins  system  regulating  the 
commAce,  navigation,  ana  revenue  of  the  United 
States,  at  he  may  consider  necessary,  and  pecu- 
liarly applicable  to  the  Doithern  and  norihweslein 
frontier  thereof. 

A  messase  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  they  have  passed  tbe  bill  of  this  House,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  represen- 
tatives of  Henry  Willis,  deceased,"  with  an  amend- 
BOent  And  they  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  lo  revive  the  powers  of  the  Commissioners  for 
ascertain) ns  and  decidi 
diatrict  of  Uet 


land  at  Green  Bar  and  Prairie  des  Chiens,  in  the 
Territory  of  Michigan ;"  in  which  amendment 

id  bill  they  ask  tbe  concurrence  of  this  Houses 

A  resolution  on  its  third  reading,  for  extendi^ 
the  use  of  the  Library  of  Congress  to  cotain  offi- 
of  the  QoTemment,  in  addition  to  those  fibo 
now  allowed  the  use  of  it,  gave  rise  to  tome 
objections  from  Mr.  Livermohb  and  Mr.  Tailor, 
the  latter  of  whom  moved  to  postpone  the  same 
idefinilely.  The  abjections  were,  that  the  exten- 
..□n  of  the  permission  to  take  the  books  out  of  the 
Library  would  tend  to  impair  and  deface  what  wb9 
intended  for  the  ornament  as  well  as  for  the  ex- 
clusive use  of  Congress;  that,  if  the  use  of  the 
Library  was  extended  as  proposed,  it  ouj|ht  also  to 
be  further  extended  on  the  same  principles — but 
altogether  needless  to  pass  the  resolve, 
inasmuch  as  the  Library  was  open  three  times  a 
week  during  the  recess,  and  daily  during  the  ses- 
sion, and  might  be  consisted  at  [deasure  by  the 
officers  in  question. 

,  The  motion  for  indefinite  postponement  was 
agreed  to. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  revive  tbe  powers 
of  the  Commissioners,  for  deciding  on  land  claims 
in  thedistrict  of  Detroit,  &c^was  twice  read  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  oo  Private  Land  Claima, 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  entitled,  "An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  Henry  Willis,  deceafed,"  was 
read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

DUTIES  ON  SALES  AT  AUCTION. 

The  engrossed  bill  laying  duties  on  certain  aalei 
at  auction  was  read  the  third  time. 

[This  bill  proposes  to  lay  a  duty  on  all  sales  of 
foreign  goods  at  auction,  (except  aales  under  judi- 
cial process,  dbc.,) — of  one  per  cent,  on  the  amonnt  . 
of  sales  of  groceries,  and  that  class  of  articles,  and 
of  five  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  sales  of  wooUena, 
cottons,  and  certain  other  manufactured  articles.] 

Mr.  Rbea  delivered  at  length  his  views  in  de- 
cided oppoBition  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Wekdoves  made  dome  remarks  in  reply  to 
Mr.  Rhea,  and  stated  a  number  of  facts  illustraljve 
of  the  extent  and  nature  of  the  auction  business, 
audits  iojurioos  operation  oa  the  retailinjg  busiaesa. 

Mr.  Rbea  made  a  few  observations  m  reply  to 
Mr.  WEBBOvaa. 
r.  MACLAYasi 
against  the  b 

The  question  oi 
then  taken  by  yei  ,  , 

affirmative:    For  the  passageof  the  bill  8: 
it  61,  as  followa: 

Yiia — Htaarr.  Adamt,  Allen  of  Tenneasee,  Baker, 
Baldwin,  Bateman,  Beerher,  Boden,  Brown,  Bmah, 
Butter  of  New  Hampehire,  CampbeU,  Caee,  Clagett, 
Clark,  Cocke,  Cook,  Crawford,  Colbrelh,  Ca^mas, 
Darlington,  Denniaon,  Dewttt,  Dickinson,  Doara^ 
Edwaida  of  Pannajlvania,  Enin,  Folger,  Foot,  Ford, 
Forreat,  Fuller,  Oroaa  of  New  York,  Goyon,  Hecklay, 
Hall  of  New  York,  Hendricks,  Harriok,  Hill,  KendaL; 


Marchand,   Maaoo,    Meiga,   Metcalf,    R.    Moore,   B. 
Moore,   MonelJ,  Murray,  Newton,  Parker  of  Maiaa- 


le  passage  of  tbe  said  bill  was 
yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the 
"*      '  '-'    '■"  "9,  against 
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chnaett*,  Ptttenoa,  Pbibon,  Plamcr,  Raukia,  Bich, 
Bichmond,  BoberUDD,  Bo«an,  Rou,  Rum,  SunpMn, 
Smwjer,  Sergeant,  Shtw,  moto,  Bmilh  of  Nei*  ienty, 
Smith  of  HaT7 land,  Southard,  Stentis,  Slam,  Street, 
Strang  of  V«rniODt,  Tajlor,  Tomlinion,  Tompkini, 
Trimble,  Van  BenMalaer,  Wallace,  Wendorer,  Wil- 
Ikma  oT  Virginia,  and  Wood. 

N^Tl — Muan.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher  of  Mstylaud,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Ball,  Barbonr, 
Bajlj,  Brjtan,  Bnffum,  Barton,  Barwcll.  Batlar  of 
LouiiiaDa,  Cannon,  Cobb.  CralU,  Cnlpe]Mr,  Cnlbbert, 
£dd;,  Etlwarda  of  Connaeticui,  EdwanU  of  North 
Carolina,  Fiaher,  Flojd,  FaUcrliio,  Ganalt,  GitM*  of 
Pennijlvania,  Hardin,  Hazard,  Helatar,  Holmei, 
Hook*,  Jobnion,  Jonea  of  Virginia,  Kant,  Lowodea, 
Macta;,  McCoy,  Meicer,  If  sale,  Nelaon  of  Maaaachu- 
Mtta,  NeUon  of  Virginia,  Oveiatreet,  Parker  of  Vir- 
ginia, Pinckne;,  Pindall,  Pitcher,  Reed,  Rhea,  Ring- 
fold,  Settle,  Smith  ofnorth  CaroUaa,  Strong  of  Heir 
ork,  Sweariagen,  Tarr,  Torrell,  Tracy,  Tucker  of 
Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  CsroUna,  Walker,  Waifield, 
•Dd  Williama  of  North  Carolina. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  aent  to  the  Senate 
for  concurrence. 
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Whole,  on  the  bill  toauthorizetbePresident  of  the 
United  States  to  borrow  two  millions  of  dollars, 
and  foe  other  purposes. 

A  debate  arose  oa  the  provisions  of  this  bill, 
vhich  occupied  the  remainder  of  the  day's  sitting. 
What  follows  will  serre  to  show  the  course  of  the 
debate. 

Mr.  SuiTB,  of  Maryland,  briefly  explained  the 
several  prorisions  of  the  bill,  and  announced  his 
inieniioD  to  propose,  in  consequence  of  the  proposed 
extent  of  the  loan,  (for  twelve  years,)  that  the  in- 
terest to  be  paid  thereon  should  be  limited  to  fire 
|ier  cent-  [If  it  cannot  be  borrowed  at  this  rate, 
It  may  be  raised  by  a  temporary  loan,  at  six  per 
cent.,  which  the  Bank  of  the  Umted  States  is  to  be 
authorized  to  lendJ 

Mi.  TRIHB1.E  of  Kentucky,  tnoTed  to  strike  out 
"  two,"  and  insert  "  five"  in  the  first  section,  so  as 
lo  create  a  loan  for  five  millions,  instead  of  two. 

Mr.  T.  began  by  saying,  that  the  first  section  of 
the  bill  proposes  a  loan  of  two  millions,  and  the 
last  section  enacts  that  the  balance  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  (which  is  $2,378,398)  shall  be  applied,  in 
aid  of  the  loan,  lo  make  good  the  deficit  of  1620. 
It  would,  therefore  be  proper  to  keep  the  whole 
t^  in  view  upon  the  motion.  If  it  was  the  plea- 
sure of  the  House  that  the  balance  of  the  Siiuing 
Fund  should  be  so  applied,  then  a  loan  of  three 
miltions  would  be  necessary:  perbapi  more,  cer- 
tainly not  less.  If  it  was  mtended  to  leave  the 
'Sinking  Fund  to  act  upon  its  legitimate  objects, 
then  a  loan  of  five  millions  must  be  made.  He 
was  decidedlj  hostile  to  the  proposed  application, 
or  rather  misapplication,  of  the  balance  of  the 
Sinking  Fund.  It  was  his  settled  opinion  that 
the  ten  millions  of  dollars  appropriated  for  the 
tedemption  of  the  public  debt  wasjJedged  invio- 
labty  for  that  purpose,  and  that  it  would  be  a 
Ineach  of  national  faith  to  divert  it  to  other  ob- 


jects, except  in  time  of  war,  agreeably  to  the  1A 
section  of  the  law  of  March,  1817,  b^  which  the 
fund  was  enlarged  to  ten  millions.  He  read  sev- 
eral paragraphs,  from  acts  of  Congress,  in  sup- 
port of  his  opinion,  and  commented  at  somelengui 
upon  the  operation  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  andMte 
impropriety  of  changing  the  system,  for  the  sake 
of  saving  appearances.    This  proposition,  he  said, 


IsL  Is  the  fund  pledged  to  redeem  the  national 
debt?    And,  if  not, 

2d.  Would  it  be  sound  policy  to  appropriate  it 
to  other  objects  7 

He  had  expressed  his  decided  opinion,  that  it 
was  pledged  i  and,  if  it  was  not,  he  was  against 
the  policy  of  the  measure.  It  would  form  a  pre- 
cedent which  he  could  not  tolerate.  He  could 
recollect  of  no  instance  in  which  a  sinking  fund, 
either  here  or  in  £urope,  had  been  withdrawn,  in 
lime  of  peace,  from  its  proper  purposes.  Ought 
we  at  this  session  to  set  an  example  so  pernicious? 
If,  said  he,  there  is  any  one  event  which  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  desire  above  ^  otheis.it 
IS  the  total  extinguishment  of  the  public  dent- 
They  at  least  have  a  right  to  consider  the  fund  aa 
pledged. '  They  ask  you,  what  progress  you  are 
mating  in  the  redemption  of  the  debt?  Andwbat 
is  your  answerl  Why,  sir,  a  bill  containing  two 
of  the  most  odious  fiscal  propositions  which  coald 
be  ofiered  to  the  nation — a  loan,  and  a  diversioit 
of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  the  current  expenses  of 
the  year.  He  ur^ed  other  reasons  against  the 
I>roposition,  and  said  that  he  would  leave  it  with 
\  turn  his  attention  to  the  first 


A  loan,  said  he,  is  wanted  this  year,  and  ano- 
ther next ;  we  are  fairly  afloat  upon  the  jdank  of 
loans,  and,  whether  we  shall  push  the  debt  o^  or 
it  push  us,  is  a  problem  which  he  wotdd  leave  for 
time  and  tide  to  solve. 

He  was  dissatisfied  with  the  report  of  the  con* 
mittee.  He  was  so  understood  by  the  chairman; 
and  he  bad  given  notice  that  be  should  make  the 
motion  which  he  bad  submitted.  He  coramended 
BO  much  of  the  report  as  recommends  retreodk- 
ment,  and  gave  it  his  warmest  approbation.  Bat 
he  objected  to  some  of  the  fiscal  facts,  the  ar- 
rangement which  had  been  made  of  them,  and 
the  conclusions  drawn  from  them.  He  had  al- 
readjr  shown  that  the  }Hxiposed  application  of  the 
Sinking  Fund  isa  breach  of  public  iaith;  tuidhe 
intend^  to  show — 

1st.  That  the  report  is  delusive,  and  calculated, 

I  some  respects,  to  mislead  the  country. 

2d.  That  the  policy  and  interest  of  the  nation 

decidedly  against  the  system  of  finance  pro- 
posed by  the  committee. 

To  have  himself  clearly  understood,  he  would 
take  the  liberty  of  statins  some  facts  which,  upon 
'''*'  Dccasioo,  ought  to  be  remembered;  and  this 
a  proper  time  to  say,  that  he  would  state  no 
facts  except  such  as  bad  been  reported  tiom  th« 
proper  offices,  and  that  he  had  taken  some  trouUe 
to  avoid  mistakes.  He  would  remark  that,  in 
making  calculations,  he  had  cast  off  all  bdoir 
fifly  cents,  and  all  abore  was  carried  to  a  nnit 
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Iq  Jaouaiy,  1791,  the  public  debt  was  $75,169,- 
074.  In  1793  tie  began  Ihe  loan  svBtem,  ana  con- 
tjniied  it  for  twelre  Tcan,  at  which  time  the  debt 
stood  at  eiffhty  millions,  vibrating  during  the 
^hole  time  oetween  KTentj-five  and  ei^ty-fire 
millions.  He  niTe  those  twelve  years  to  geotle- 
inen  who  prem  loan*  to  rtducfioa.  It  was  a  sec- 
tion of  the  "  road  to  ruin"  that  he  wonld  not 
trayel  io  himself,  nor  would  he  advise  others  to  go 
&i  along  it.  PTom  1805,  when  the  loans  ceawd, 
fte  debt  diminished  rapidly  until  1812,  when  it 
stood  at  forty-five  millions.  This  result  is  an 
argument  for  thow  who  recommend  reirenchment 
and  reduction.  Experience  proves  Chat,  so  long 
u  deficits  are  made  good  by  loans,  there  is  no 
mlaction  of  public  debt  or  current  expenses. 
The  war  debt,  added  to  the  last  sum,  made  an 

aggregate,  in  1816,  of  123  millions ;  which  has 


n  the  1st  /an 


becD  nncc  reduced,  and  o 
stood  at      -----   1 
Put  of  this  sum  is  redeemable  at  the 

Sleasure  of  the  Government,  vi2. 
per  cent,  stock,  $13,225,915,  and 
5  per  cent,  stock,  (subscribed  to  U. 
S.  Bank,)  97,000,000  - 

LesTiug  a  balance  of  funded  debt, 
"at  8  and  7  per  cent     -        -        ■   '■ 


This  balance  is  redeemable  at  the  foUowin 
periods,  and  in  the  following  sums;  to  each  c 
which  is  added  the  annual  interest  accruing  o 
the  whole  amount  of  the  public  debt,  and  the  at 
gm^ate  sam  carried  out  so  as  to  show  at  a  single 
nance  what  sums  are  annually  reimbursed  until 
the  year  182S: 
ld20,  Jan.  1.  Suodryitems, 

'  as  pet  Treasury  report  -  (2,799,659 
Interest  on  public  d<^t  this 
year      -       -       -       -    4,911,M3 

57,711,502 

1821.  Deferred  6  per  cenL 

■stock     -        -        -        -       534,033 
Interest  this  year       -        -    4,773,737 

5,307,770 

1SS2.  Deferred  6  per  cents.       566,588 
Interest  liiis  year       -        -    4,741,182 

5,307,770 

1823.  Deferred  6  per  cents.       602,836 
Interest  dtis  year       -        -    4,704,934 

5,307,770 

1824.  Balance  deferred  6 


1825.  War  stock,  at  6  per 

cent.      -        -       -       - 18,870,405 
Interest  this  year  -    3,440,411 


1836.  War  stock,  as  above  22,357,368 
bitetest  this  year       •        -    2,098,969 


1827.  War  loan,  at  6  and 
•7  per  cent.      ■        -       -13,011,437 
Interest  this  year  ■    1,318,283 


.  War  loan,  as  before    9,400,09 
Interest  this  year       -        -       748,877 


-  10,238,976 


Still  leaving  the  3  and  5  per  cents.  redeemaUe 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  Treasury. 

He  said  he  would  have  to  refer  to  thoe  items 
hereafter,  and  would,  therefore,  waive  them  fee 
the  present,  and  take  up  th«  report  of  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  WafB  and  Means,  and 

1st.  Take  the  ehainoan's  faets  as  the  basis  ot 
his  calculation,  and.  by  pottinf^  items  in  their 
proper  places,  show  tne  true  defSeil  for  ISSO. 

Sm.  Upon  tne  same  basi^he  ironld  show  a  d^ 
ficit  for  IflSl,  of  certainly  94,000,000,  and  proW 
bly  li6,000,000. 

The  report  begins  this  subject  by  enumerating 
the  Htm  of  revenue  for  1820,  to  some  of  whic^ 
he  said,  he  had  the  most  decided  objections,  and 
others  would  be  unavailing  this  year.  The  third 
bank  bonus,  or  instalment,  as  the  law  calls  it, 
does  not  fall  due  until  the  first  day  of  JanuuT, 
1821,  and  ^et  it  is  set  down  as  available  fiinds  in 
1820.  This  is  taking  a  loan  from  next  year  to 
supply  the  deficit  of  COie.  I(  is  enough  if  we  per- 
mit each  year  to  swallow  itself.  But,  by  this  re- 
port, 1820  after  devouring  itself,  and  all  the 
crumbs  and  fragments  of  last  year,  begins  to  gor- 
mandize upon- 1821,  at  the  rate  of  a  bank  bonus 
per  meal.  The  second  bonus,  due  in  January  last, 
IE  carried  to  the  balance  in  the  Treasury  this  year  i 
and  the  third  bonus  belongs  to  next  year ;  and,  if 
he  was  not  greatly  mistaken,  it  vonld  be  wanted 
to  make  good  deficits  in  that  year.  To  use  it  this 
year  is  only  covering  the  deficit  with  cobwebs. 

Again  :  A  bank  dividend  is  stated  for  July  nex% 
at  four  per  cent.,  making  $280,000;  and,  to  be 
coosisteoL  the  dividend  in  January.  1621,  ought 
to  have  been  carried  back  with  the  bonus,  as 
funds  for  1820.  But  there  is  no  reason  to  believe 
that  any  dividend  will  be  made  in  July ;  if  one  is 
made,  it  will  be  for  the  sake  of  demonstration ;  it 
will  be  to  keep  up  appearances. 

Again :  The  revenue  from  public  lands  is  stated 
at  two  millions.  These  funds  will  be  deposited  in 
banks  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  Missouri.  Mis^ss I ppi,  Ala- 
bama, and  other  places.  The  wholedisbursement 
of  public  money  west  of  the  mountains  is  only 
about  61,250,000  per  annum,  and  the  balance 
mnst  be  remitted  to  Pbiladelpbia,  and  places  east 
of  that,  before  it  is  available  funds  for  the  Treas- 
ury. It  is  found  that  eight  or  nine  months  are 
required  to  transmit  money  from  the  Western 
country  to  the  Treasury. 

The  operation  is  usually  performed  by  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  Bank,  but  four  months'  notice  is  de- 
manded, and  it  IS  about  four  months  after  pay- 
ments are  made  before  they  are  deposited,  so  that 
a  notice  can  be  given  to  the  bank,  and  requisition 
made  upon  it  to  effect  the  transmission.  These 
moneys  are  paid  in  specie  or  bank  notes.  If  in 
specie,  it  would  take  Tour  months,  and  cost  two 
and  a  half  per  cent,  to  transfer  tt  to  the  Treasury. 
If  in  paper,  the  remittance  cannot  be  made  by  the 
bank  at  an  earlier  day  than  that  stated,  without 
loss  to  the  institution ;  and  if  the  local  bank  notea 
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were  liaMmincd,  tlie  km  to  the  Twunij  waoU 
be  &»  fire  to  tweoEv  per  cent  In  &ct,  the  toas 
(ODD  pid^  funds  paid  m  tke  Wettem  countrr  is 
aootU  three  per  cent.,  if  the  money  Ifing  ' " 
wden  may  be  cbUm  a  km.  Now  it  U  i 
thtt  KoBtocky  and  Oluo  hen^  ii  worth  two  ud 
a  half  mote  than  Rmsia  beoip,  and  upon  theie 
Act*  be  would  aik  if  it  woold  not  be  viae  for  the 
QWPWBnunt  to  parobwe  Western  hemp  tor  the 
MTy  at  five  per  cant  above  the  price  of  Roaaia 
hemp,  and  aUo  procure  clothing  for  the  aimy,  and 
odui  rapplicB,  ii  to  he  had,  in  Uie  Weatem  coun- 
try, at  an  adrance  of  froiD  time  to  five  per  cent. 
oB  the  current  priee  of  impaia  1  The  bill  which 
waapaaed  afew  d^ra  ainoe,oa  thia  ■object,  oqght 
to  be  carried  into  efiecl  by  the  deparlmcnta  wilboat 
May.  The  peotde  of  the  West  woold  begin  to 
look  ikto  tin*  matter.  Ton  make  oa  pay  ourdvea 
iB-caah.   We  have  Dcilber  loana  nor  credits.    The 


Baitctn  people  gel  all  ike  moaey,  all  the  endita. 
awl  all  the  loan*.  Snrely  enr  agiiaaltare  ane 
BttDobctiues  may  for  the  niiae  expect  to  receive 


that  eneoatagemeai  wfaieh  can  be  given  to  ibam 
withoot  loss  to  the  public.  If  he  shodd  live  to 
take  his  seat  hcRneitaenian,  he  woold  Sod  it  hii 
dUy  to  inqtuie  pretty  cloady  into  the  prices  which 
nay  be  grven  l^paliuc  agents  dnrtng  thit  sammer 
for  clothing  and  heap,  and  one  or  two  other  arti- 
cles of  Westent' growth  er  maaufaetore. 

He  would  prcKKed  with  the  report  The  items 
he  had  named  ought  to  be  deducted  from  the  nti- 
maie  of  the  avaiutble  fonds  for  the  currant  year. 
The  total  receipts  of  the  year  are  ata- 

ttd  at   - (28,523,085 

Dednet  tiierefVom  the  bank  bo- 
nus      -        -        -        -        600,000 
Deduct  therefrom  the  bank  di- 
vidends        .        -        -        880,000 
Deduct   therefrom   money   in 
transit  -        -        -        760,000 

1,530,000 


Leaving  available  funds  for  ISSO,  30,996,665 


The  current  appropriations  for  the 
same  year  amount  to        -        '        '    S6,290,l&4 
Deduct  the  above  sum 


Leaves  a  deficit  for  1830,  of      -  5,303,499 

Which  aoeotds  with  the  aniraai  report  irom  tfa« 
Treasury  D^wrtment.  A  siagle  slance  at  the 
ataie  of  ooi  foreign  relatioits  wotdd  indicate  the 
aeeesaity  of  a  loan  fiv  five  miUions.  The  Secie- 
ta>y,of  couia^  wonld  only  borrow  so  mtwh  of  that 
sum  aa  k  wanted.  A  loan  of  leas  than  thieo  m^- 
lioM  would,  in  hia  opinion,  lead  to  a  laicacb  of 
pntdie  faith,  or  a  call  of  Congress  before  December. 
So  much  for  1880.  The  report  of  exoenditores 
tm  iS2l  is,  he  said,  catitely  delusive.  The  currcait 
expenses  o£  the  OovenuBcnt  for  the  last  five  yeara 
has  been  ujpwaids  of  foniteoi  millicmB  of  dollata : 
iMt  year  u  amou^ed,  indndiiu;  Revdulionary 
peaaions.  to  S16)<22,946 ;  and  this  year  about  the 
same.  Add  tbe  sinking  fund,  and  the  total  amoimt 
is,  at  lowt,  926,000,900  per  anono. 


In  1819  the  total  enenditnre  was    «!H,8ia,41d 

This  year  it  is,  (including  Revcdtt- 
tionary  pensions^)     ■        ■        -        -    36;e99,lfl4 

The  unexpended  balance  of  sinking  fundmakea 
the  <nlT  material  difioence  between  1819  asd 
1820.  How  ib6  chairman  expats  to  reduee  it 
for  1831,  to  about  eighteen  and  one  half  milUoni^ 
was  more  than  he  could  conjecture.  There  is  a 
list  of  items  which  the  report  says  may  be  deduct 
ed  next  year.  But  there  are  items  of  this  sort 
every  year,  which  go  off  the  eUimales,  and  othm 
eome  on,  to  an  equal  amount,  and  aometiiMB 
greater.  There  ue  two  nodes  of  inonasiag  e^ 
pcfiditnres  wliich  are  always  in  operation :  lit  Bg 
passing  laws  creating  new  heads  of  service,  and 
voting  foads  to  cany  them  into  effect.  Fenuoa 
laws  and  Indian  treaties  are  of  this  class.  3d.  Bt 
incidental  and  mtseeUaneous  demands^  whici 
come  up  every  year,  and  have  to  be  provided  tx, 
(private  claims  and  the  like;)  and  the  expouBce 
of  twenty  yean  has  proven  that  these  new  d^ 
mands  which  come  upon  the  estimates,  exceed 
theaggregateof  old  onetwhichaieomitted.  Thia 
v^  year  we  have  about  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  in  new  items.  BniiJne.  the  army 
is  put  npon  stint  and  thrift  for  this  year,  and,  my 
word  for  it,  we  shall  next  ysar  be  compelled  to 
inoiease  the  army  apprepnatioa,  and  I  date  say 
we  shall  have  some  deficits  to  make  good. 

The  Comnittee  erf*  Ways  aad  Means,  he  sai4 
made  a  reduction  in  the  estimates  of  this  year  of 
two  millions  of  dollars ;  which,  if  it  had  been  al- 
lowed, wouU  have  made  the  expenditure  upwarda 
oftweat]^eightmiUioiu,leaviagadefioit of  laara 


If  the  nvcBue  amoonts  to  only  twenty  ■"■lli^yi 
for  the  next  (cm  years,  we  may  expeot  a  deficit  of 
abotU  fournulUons  perannum  until  the  year  IfiS^ 
when  thepermanentap^f^iatiDnfortheincreaaa 
of  the  navy  e:q)irea ;  after  which  the  deficit  wiU 
be  three  rmlUooB,  and  the  Sgaree  stSBd  thus,  by 
estimate : 

Current  expenses  and  ""^'"g  fund 
for  1886 933,000,000 

Deduct  tlte  total  of  revenue,  amount 
■  ""  '  30j000,000 


Defieit  for  that  year       .        -        -      3,000,000 
Add  the  public  debt  and  interest, 
payable  that  year      ...        -    22,310,817 


Total  d^cil  for  1B25  -  -  -  25,310,817 
The  report  of  the  hononble  chairman  is  defec- 
tive in  not  shewing  the  amoimt  of  inlereat  aeoro- 
iagasdpayaUeeachyearBfler  1824.  Tbeamount 
for  1826  is  93,440,411,  and  must  be  added  to  tha 
Brincipal,  to  show  the  aggregate  paiyaUe  that  )w. 
It  is  useless  to  deceive  ounelves  on  this  sabject. 
The  chairmaB's  plan  of  finance  will  lea  ve  us  with- 
out a  ddlar  to  bmn  the  heavy  leimbarsementa  of 
the  year  1825.  He  exhausts  the  sinking  fimd 
every  year,  and  leaves  the  public  faith  to  rest  upon 
ohance,  and  the  revival  of  trade  and  comnwroe. 

The  kiws  of  Congres^  Hr.  T.  again  said,  had 
given  a  sol«no  idedge  that  ten  miUiona  shall  be 
ananally  appUea  in  redemption  of  the  national 
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debt;  and  he,  for  one,  wai  rcMtlved  to  hcJd  it 
sacred.  In  the  year  1824,  Ihe  commisiioiiers  of 
thai  fand  could,  by  law,  call  upon  tbe  Treasury 
for  the  balances  unexpected  for  Ilie  two  pTeceding 
Tears:  which  balancts  would  be  89,384,460;  and 
these  balances,  if  called  for,  woald  make  the  de- 
ceit of  1B25  amount  to  $34,695,277.  It  would 
kave  given  him  great  pleasure  to  accord  with  the 
report  in  all  respects,  ii  he  could  have  done  so  j 
more  especially  as  it  gives  a  view  of  our  finances 
quite  as  favorable  as  the  fact*  would  warrant. 
What  he  had  said  gave  a  darker  shade  to  the  sub- 
ject, but  still  he  saw  no  reason  lo  despond;  for, 
notwithstanding  the  derangements  of  commerce 
and  Ihe  pressure  of  the  limes,  our  condition  is  far 
MipeTior  to  that  of  any  other  nation.  A  contrast, 
for  instance,  between  our  fiscal  coneenit  and  those 
of  Great  Britain,  would  make  the  subject  suffi- 
ciently clear  to  be  understood. 

In  the  year  1818,  her  national  deb^  flinded  and 
unfunded,  amounted  to         -        -  93,555,5&6,555 

Our  dem  is  only       -        -        - 

The  annual  expense  of  her  Gov- 
ernment  is 301,199,473 

The  maximum  of  ours  is  only  -         S6,000,000 

Her  deficit  in  1818  was  sixty-one  millii 


dollars,  which  she  supplied  by  a  loan.    Ours,  thi« 

vMr  i(  only  five  miirions.    The  whole  amount  of 

9  of  our  Government,  from  the  4th  of 


exgene 


M«ch,  1789,  to  June  30ih,  1819,  a  period  of  thirty 

J  ears,  was  only  five  hundred  and  thirteen  million 
re  hundred  and  siity-seYen  thousand  one  hundred 
and  eight  dollars;  of  which  sum  more  than  two 
hundred  and  fifty-three  millions  was  paid  in  dis- 
charge of  principal  and  interest  of  public  debt, 
and  about  two  hundred  and  sixty  millions  for  the 
aggregate  expenses  of  Oovemment;  from  which 
it  appears  that  the  people  of  England  peyas  much 
in  one  year  and  nine  months,  as  we  do  in  thirtv 
years.  To  this  we  must  add  their  poor  tax,  which 
IS  an  anregmte  sum  of  from  twenty-seven  to  thirty- 
six  millions  per  annum. 

The  report  of  the  committee,  said  Mr.  T,,  gives 
the  probable  amotint  of  revenue  for  next  year,  and 
various  opinions  have  been  expressed  on  that  snb- 
ject.  As  to  the  revenue  from  customs,  he  had 
BatisHed  himself  that  it  would  be  at  its  minimum 
for  thb  and  the  next  year ;  and  that  it  would  after- 
wards gradually  increase.  He  had  a  statistical 
table  belbre  him,  showing  the  aggrf^te  amount 
and  value  of  imports  for  consumption  for  several 
periods,  of  seven  years  each,  together  with  tbe 
average  consumption  of  each  year,  and  also  the 
annUM  amount  of  customs  accruing  on  the  con- 
sumption of  each  year.  He  had  selected  the  period 
from  the  first  of  January,  1794,  to  December,  1800, 
as  the  basis  of  an  inference,  and  upon  the  supposi- 
tion that  each  individual  wilt  consume  as  much 
of  imports  for  the  next  seven  jreare,  as  was  con- 
anmea  by  each  during  that  penod,  tne  amount  of 
revenue,  from  the  next  seven  years,  will  amount 
to  at  least  twenty-three  millions  of  dollars.  This 
TCsull  is  founded  upon  the  tariff  as  it  stood  from 
1794  to  IBOO,  and  he  thought  it  probable  that  the 
increase  of  duties  since  that  time  would  equal  the 
decrease  of  consumption.    He  knew  it  was  inqtoa- 


sible  to  be  exact  on  such  subjects,  beeanse  all  the 
facts  are  not  tangible;  but  it  is  ignite  reasonable  to 
suppose  that  the  ratio  of  population  and  consnmp' 
tion  is  about  the  same  now  as  then.  The  amount 
of  imports  would  be  determined  by  the  demand  for 
consumption,  and  the  ability  of  the  nation  to  pay 
for  them :  or  take  another  principle,  and  say  uat 
the  amount  of  imports  will  equal  tne  amount  of 
exporcs;  and  upon  either  principle,  or  any  statis- 
tical principle,  it  will  be  fonnd  that  oor  revenue 
from  customs  will  be  about  twenty-two  milliona, 
and  a  probable  increase.  Great  allowancea,  how- 
ever,  must  be  made  for  the  pressure  of  the  tiroes, 
and  the  results  of  past  yean  may  aflbrd  no  crite- 
rion upon  which  estimates  can  ne  made  for  the 
future. 

Recurring  again  to  the  rmorl,  he  said  that  thoae 
who  chose  to  take  the  Irouue  of  examining  thii 
subject,  wilt  find,  that,  in  the  year  1816,  the  armual 
income  of  the  Treasury  was  stated  at  twenty-two 
miltioiks,  and  the  disbursementa  at  the  same  sum ; 
but  the  actual  receipts  have  greatly  exceeded  the 
estimates,  and  it  appears  that  upwards  of  thirty- 
two  millions  of  funded  debt  have  been  paid  during 
the  last  three  years;  and  thatabout  thirty  miliioni 
have,  in  the  same  period,  been  expended  in  dia- 
charge  of  Treasury  notes,  Mississitq)i  stock,  arrean 
of  War  debtunfunded,and  Tarioua  other  demands, 
exclusive  of  the  current  expenses  of  each  year, 
which  have  also  been  paid.  From  all  which  it 
appears  that  the  deficit  of  this  year  is  not  owing 
to  any  mistake  in  the  estimates  of  the  Treasury 
Department,  or  any  failure  of  revenue  heretofore, 
but  is  chargeable  mainly  to  the  liberal  manner  in 
which  Congress  has  authorized  disbursements. 

We  had  been  flattered  with  a  hope  that  tbe  Sec- 
retarjr  had  rnade  a  mistake  as  to  Iheamoontof  the 
d^cit  in  the  Treasury;  but,  after  makii^g  the 
reduction  of  more  than  two  millions  from  the  etti- 
mates,  there  still  remains  a  deficit  to  the  omount 
stated  by  him  in  his  annual  report  It  is  now  be- 
yond question,  that  the  disbursements  of  this  and 
succeeding  years  will  surpass  the  receipts  at  the 
Treasury,  and  any  system  of  expedients  will  only 
react  upon  us,  at  the  next  session,  with  additional 
force.  The  best  way  would  be  to  take  the  advice 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  reduce  the 
expenditures.  We  must  do  so  at  the  next  session, 
or  revive  the  late  system  of  internal  taxation. 
This,  he  was  sure,  would  not  be  submitted  to  by 
the  nation,  until  reductions  are  first  made,  and  tbe 
sooner  we  begin  the  work  the  better.  He  said  he 
had  stated  such  of  bis  objections  to  tbe  report  of 
the  conunittee  as  are  materially  connected  with 
the  loan  bill ;  in  doing  which,  his  only  object  was 
to  have  the  facts  distinctly  understood  before  a 
vote  is  taken.  If  the  House  should  conclude  to 
use  the  Sinking  Fund  in  aid  of  Ihe  revenue  for  this 
year^  he  hopeothey  would  raise  the  loan  to  three 
millions,  without  which,  he  was  sure,  the  Treasury 
would  be  aground  before  the  next  senion. 

Mr.  Storbb  fallowed,  on  tbe  same  side  of  the 
question  as  Mr.  Tkihble.  He  too  doubted  the 
correctness  of  the  estimates  of  revenue  for  the  pres- 
ent year,  and  therefore  urged  that  the  proposed 
amount  of  tiie  loan  was  too  smalL    He  was  also 
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-of  opioioD  Ibat  a  due  regard  u>  the  public  faith 
required  tbat  the  surplus  of  the  Binkinr  Fund 
should  not  be  applied  to  the  expenKS  of  Uie  ear- 
rent  year,  dbc.  la  the  course  of  d is  speech,  Mr.  9. 
Kve  notice  that  he  should  call  up  his  motion 
>k!og  to  a  system  of  internal  revenue,  with  a 
Tiew  of  amending  it  so  as  to  make  it  a  resolution 
calhng  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  report 
to  CoDgiMs,  at  the  next  session,  a  system  of  inter- 
nal taxation  adapted  to  any  deficiency  in  the  rer- 
cMUe  ariiing  from  the  excess  of  the  expenditures  of 
the  QovemmenI  over  its  receipts. 

Mr.  B.  Smith  replied  to  Mr.  TatmBLG  Bnd  Mr. 
Stoehb.  He  denied  that  there  was  any  invasion 
of  the  Aith  of  the  Oovemment  as  pledged  in  regard 
to  the  Sinking  Fund.  He  defended  the  report  of 
dieCommitteeof  Ways  and  Means,  point  to  point, 
and  argued  that  it  wonld  be  absurd  to  borrow 
money  and  pay  intereet  on  it,  that  it  might  lie  idle  in 
the  Treasury,  as  this  money  mml  do,  if  borrowed, 
since  it  could  not  be  employed  in  the  redemption 
of  the  public  debt,  unless  (of  which  there  was  no 
probability)  it  should  be  in  the  market  at  or  below 
pM. 

Mf.  Lownnia  made  a  feiw  remarks  in  favor  of 
tbe  bill,  but  also  in  favor  of  a  somewhat  larger 
amoani  of  loftn  than  two  millions,  thinkiiLg  that 
a  loan  of  that  amount  left  too  little  suiplus  for 
eontingencies.  On  the  subject  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  he  took  the  same  ground  as  Mr.  Shitb,  and 
OBtirely  denied  that  the  application  of  the  idle 
surplus  of  that  fiind  to  the  current  expenses  of  the 
Qoremment  was  at  all  inconsistent  with  the  laws 
creatinrand  regulating  thai  fund. 

Mr.  BiLDwiB  spoke  in  favor  of  a  loan  of  fire 
millions,  and  of  course  against  that  part  of  the  bill 
which  relates  to  the  sur)3us  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
which  fund,  according  to  his  construction  of  the 
laWj  was  sacredly  piMged  to  the  sole  purpoBe  of 
paying  the  public  debt,  and  inapplicable  to  any 
other  unless  during  war — a  case  specially  provided 
fo^  and  therefore  excluding  any  other  contingency. 

Mr.  Babbour  controverted  Mr.  Baldwin's  con- 
airuction  of  the  law.  He  contended  that  any  sur- 
plus of  the  Sinking  Fnnd,  which  could  not  be 
applied  to  the  purchase  of  the  public  debt  at  or 
under  par,  might  be  applied  to  the  ordinary  pur- 
poses of  the  Government — being  idle  and  tuelese 
ID  thehanikof  the  Commissitmers  of  the  Sinking 
Ftind  mitil  at  the  end  of  two  yesrs  it  reverts  to  the 
Treasury. 

Mr.  B4i.Dwm  and  Mr.  Tiiihbu  both  spoke  in 
r^ly,  the  latter  much  at  large }  when,  after  a  ses- 
uon  of  about  six  hours,  the  Committee  rose  and 
the  House  adjoomed. 

pBinAY,  May  5. 
DUTIES  ON  BALES  AT  AUCTION. 
Immediately  after  the  meeting  of  the  House,  the 
following  proceedings  look  f^ee : 

Hr.  PoBD,  of  New  York,  wu  speaking  when 
dM  Rqwrter  entered  the  Chamber.  He  was  stat- 
ing the  general  reasons  which  had  indnced  him  to 
vote  for  the  tariff  bill,  Twhicfa  was  yerterdar  re- 
j«etad  in  the  Senate,)  ana  which  also  mduced  liim, 


in  eonnexioQ  with  that  bill,  and.  as  a  part  of  a 
general  system,  to  vote  on  the  bill  for  laying  du- 
ties on  sales  at  auction,  which  yesterday  passed 
this  House.  The  tariff  oiU,  had  it  passed,  he  said, 
would  not  in  his  opinion  have  operated  to  enhance 
to  the  consumer  the  price  of  imported  gooda — be- 
lieving tbat  the  whole  difference  between  the  pres- 
ent and  the  proposed  duty  would  have  accrued  to 
the  Government,  without  its  operating  as  a  tax  on 
the  people,  dee.  He  ap)woved  of  that  bill,  and  of 
the  auction  duly  as  connected  with  it ;  but,  as  there 
was  now  no  prospect  of  the  passage  of  the  tariff 
bill,  and  as  be  considered  the  auction-duty  bill  aa 
necessarily  connected  with  it,  he  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  of  yesterday,  wherebf  the  auction- 
duty  bill  was  passed.  His  object  wan,  on  its  being 
reconsidered,  to  move  to  postpone  the  bill  to  the 


Mr.  Cooke,  of  Tennessee,  said  he  bad  supposed 
this  bill,  which  passed  yesterday,  had  taken  the 
course  of  other  bills,  and  had  been  yesterday  trans- 
mitted to  the  Senate  for  its  conctinence,  untU 
information  to  the  contrary  had  been  given  to  the 
House.  Had  the  same  expedition  been  pursued 
in  regard  to  this  bill  as  had  been  pursued  in  ro- 
gard  to  CCTlain  other  bills,  the  motion  for  recon- 
sideration could  not  have  been  made.  Under  the 
circumstances,  he  consideied  this  motion  as  not  a 
little  extraordinary.  The  bill  had  been  once  de- 
baled  and  rejected ;  then  reconsidered  and  amend- 
ed; then  debated  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading: 
and  on  a  subsequent  day  read  a  third  time  ana 
passed ;  and  now,  on  the  next  day,  it  was  agaiK 

E reposed  to  be  reconsidered  1  For  his  part,  he  said, 
ewae  not -made  of  such  pliable  materials  as  to 
be  persuaded  to  go  into  a  measure  on  one  day,  and  . 

out  of  it  the  nexL    For  a  conrse  so  inconsistent,  | 

he  could  not  possibly  give  hb  vote.  If  it  was  right 
to  pass  this  bill  yesterday,  it  was  certainly  right 
to  pass  it  to-day ;  for  the  same  state  of  things  ex- 
ists now  as  did  thai.  He  therefore  requested  that, 
when  the  vote  on  the  question  of  reconsideration 
was  taken,  it  should  be  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  that 
there  should  be  a  call  of  the  House  on  the  occa- 

[Mr.  Sp£aeeb  stated,  for  the  information  of  the 
House,  and  in  justlftcation  of  the  Clerk  of  the 
House,  that  he  had  known  of  no  intention  to  move 
a  recoasideralion  of  the  bill  until  this  morning; 
that  yeeteiday  indisposition  had  prevented  his  car- 
rying the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  this  morning  the 
Senate  had  not  yet  met.  The  general  import  of 
the  Speaker's  observations  was,  that  no  blame  was 
imputable  to  the  Clerk  on  the  occasion.] 

Mr.  Baldwin  assigned  the  reasonswhy  he  should 
vote  in  favor  of  the  reconsideration.  On  the  ques- 
tion to  reconsider  this  bill  the  other  day,  with  a 
view  to  revive  it  after  iia  rejection,  he  had  voted 
in  the  n^ative.  The  Housewould  recoUecl  that, 
when  he  moved  to  strike  out  ten  per  cent.,  the 
amount  of  duty  jvoposed  to  be  laid  on  soles  of  dry 
goods,  he  had  done  so  against  his  own  opioion, 
believing  that  in  that  shape  the  bill  would  not  «■- 
ayra  the  object  he  had  in  view.    He  was  oppoaed 
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to  the  rectfuidentiou  of  tiie  bill  at  this  tune,  be- 
oause  he  wu  of  opioioa  th&t  it  vaa  bettei  to  do 
nothing,  or  do  wh&t  ougbc  to  be  dooe. 

The  tall  had  now  awuned  ui  aspect  totally  dif- 
ferent from  that  in  which  it  was  reported  by  the 
committee ;  it  was  now  a  mere  revenua  bill,  or,  if 
it  would  have  any  other  operation,  it  would  be  a 
pAttial  one,  confined  to  otke  clasa  of  the  commu- 
■ity.  As  a  revenue  bill,  he  «aid,  it  had  been  well 
remarked  by  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Bebobamt,)  that 
its  operatioD  would  be  partial,  and  therefore  ua> 
jiut.  It  was  aow  distinctly  avowed  by  the  Ctaor 
nittee  of  Ways  and  Meaas,  that  it  was  not  their 
intention  to  introduce  a  new  reveuoe  bilL  Let 
the  House  remark,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  the  system 
reported  by  the  Conui>i(tee  of  Manufactures  would 
have  had  the  effect  (o  su^ly  the  deficiency  in  the 
revenue,  let  what  alarm  may  have  been  raised  on 
the  score  of  the  effect  of  the  tariff  bill  on  the  rev- 
enue. But,  the  other  part  of  the  system  being  de- 
■ttoyed.  he  was  not  disposed  to  reUtia  this  dis- 
joined branch  of  it.  Wilh  reepect  to  the  auction 
duty,  he  had  another  objection  to  it  Whilst  it 
w«8  connecied  with  a  general  system,  for  impor- 
tant general  parposeK,  the  States  whtdi  derived  a 


nyenue  from  the  same  object  would  be  ^ 

give  it  up.    Now.  no  such  purpose  woul. 

swered  by  the  bill ;  and,  as  a  nepresenative  of  i 


State  whose  revenue  would  be  impaired  by  it,  he 
did  not  see  why  the  interests  of  two  Stttes  de- 
riving levenne  from  this  object  should  alone  be 
sacrifieed,  not  to  general  but  to  partial  view*. 
The  Military  object  of  this  hill,  beaides  putting  a 
little  money  into  the  Treasury,  was  to  aid  the 
saerchants  of  this  country  in  oootpetition  with 
those  of  another  country  m  our  rikarkels.  As  a 
measure,  he  said,  if  the  old  system  of  revenue  was 
good— <if  it  had  carried  ua  so  triumphantly  through 
peace  and  through  war^  there  was  no  occasion  ur 
Ukis  little  accession  to  it ;  and,  if  it  was  unsound, 
and  not  to  be  relied  on.  this  partial  aid  was  not 
what  It  required.  He  shoald,  therefore,  in  every 
view,  vote  for  the  reconsideration  of  the  bill,  and 
then  for  its  postponement 

Mr.  LivEBHOKS  wished,  before  he  voted  tor  the 
reconsideraUon,  to  have  a  distinct  pledge,  that  the 
object  of  the  reconsideration  was  to  postpone  the 
bifl,  and  not  to  amend  and  repass  it.  There  was 
something  about  this  bill,  he  said,  which  he  could 
not  understand.  One  day  it  is  a  revenue  bill ;  the 
next  day,  a  bill  for  the  encouragement  of  tuanu- 
&ctuies ;  and  the  next  itey  something  else.  He 
expressed  some  sorprise  at  the  quarter  in  which 
hoatiiity  to  the  hilt  was  now  manifested.  Who, 
he  asked,  were  the  fathers  of  the  UUI  The  Com- 
mittee of  Manufactures ;  and  yet  to-day  the  chair- 
man of  that  committee  wishes  to  destroy  the  bill. 
This  reminded  him  of  Abraham,  ofieriag  up  his 
ion  Isaac  as  a  sacrifice  on  ike  altar.  With  regard 
lo  this  bill  as  a  measore  of  revenue,  Mr.  L.  thoi^t 
there  was  no  occasion  for  it.  He  was  of  opinion 
that  the  revenue  was  large  enoo^  for  the  ptu- 
poset  of  the  GoTernment:  and,  if  then  was  a 
proper  retrenchmeut  of  the  public  expenditure 
that  there  would  at  the  iKeseat  day  be  no  com- 
plaint of  a  deficiency  of  revenue  ander  our  present 


system  of  inqwats,  which^  he  said,  had  beea  a  &icb- 
ful  friend,  and  was  entitled  to  continued  emi&- 
dence.  Mr.  L.  made  some  other  i«Barka,  wlueli 
were  not  distinctly  heard  by  the  reporter. 

Mr.  Stormb  was  o^osed  to  the  rccossidcralioii 
of  the  bill.  By  soffenng  it  to  pass,  he  said,  Con- 
gress would  be  able  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  tbe 
evil  to  which  it  was  neceaniy  to  apply  a  remtdy. 
It  was  important,  with  a  view  to  devising  htieaf- 
ter  a  sysitm  for  Ine  protection  ot  domestic  indR»- 
try,  to  undOTstand  with  precision  tbe  extant  of  the 
evil  under  which  it  labors  from  the  sales  of  foeei|ni 
goods,  d.G.  Congress  would  then  be  aUe  to  amy 
a  remedy  with  some  degree  of  certaintjr.  Thie 
bill  was  of  same  importance,  too,  he  adn^ted,  as 
a  measure  of  revenoe.  Mr.  S-  said  he  was  uM 
one  of  those  who,  because  they  could  not  have  a 
perfect  system,  would  not  have  any  addition  whal> 
ever  to  the  revenue.  If  the  pasnge  of  this  bill 
would  do  no  ptejudice  to  any  class  of  tbe  commn* 
nity,  what  harm  could  it  do  to  raise  four  or  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars  of  revenue,  without  an/ 
expense  whatever  to  the  Oovetnmenti  On  this 
subject  of  internal  revenue,  Mr.  8.  said  hewialwd 
to  be  understood-  Gentlemttn  talked  of  iatanal 
taxation,  as  if  it  implied  direct  taxation.  No  saefa 
thing,  he  said.  It  would  be  long  before  he  can> 
tented  to  enter  a  man's  doors  to  tax  his  property, 
or  lay  a  tax  directly  on  his  land.  But  liwe  was  a 
bill  which  would  jwoduce  a  revenue  of  half  a 
million;  and  he  saw  no  reason  for  rejecting  it. 
Besides,  he  said,  the  manufacturers  ought  to  sap- 
pori  this  bill.  Because  they  could  sot  obtain  a 
duty  of  ten  per  cent  on  sales  of  foreign  manufa«> 
UirM,  would  they  therefore  refuse  a  duty  of  five 
pa:  cent  7  h  could  not  be  deaied,  he  said,  that  a 
duty  of  five  per  cent,  on  sales  at  auction  would  be 
a  serious  impediment  in  the  way  of  salea  of  foreign 
goods  at  auelicm.  Mr.  S.  contended  that  this  waa 
a  very  important  bill,  if  tiiere  never  passed  a»- 
otber,  in  iavor  of  the  maaulactarers  of^the  cosa- 
try ;  and  he  would  not  consent  to  destroy  it  bo- 
every  thing  which  they  wanted  could  not  be 


mplishe 
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Hr.McLn&n,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  could  not 
give  a  vote  cm  this  <]uestion  without  expEosniig 
his  hope  that  the  motion  for  reconsideration  would 
not  prevail.  He  did  not  consider  the  three  billa 
which  had  been  befitre  the  House  depettdent  on 
each  other,  but  considered  each  of  them  good  in- 
dependently of  the  other;  and  he  could  see  do 
reason  why  the  bill  now  under  considerarion  shonld 
be  prevented  from  going  to  the  Seante.  He  be- 
lieved it  would  have  the  efiect  to  prevent  the  vast 
circulation  of  foreign  manu&ctures  thnxigh  the 
country,  and  therefore  would  aid  our  manufac- 
tares;  that  it  would  be  beneficial  to  the  revenue; 
and  that  it  would  also  favor  the  real  American 
mercluat  AJdiou^  in  iavor  of  manufantures, 
he  was  not  opposed  to  the  mmDantile  iaWeet; 
and  it  appeared  that  a  gieat  portion  of  tha  buwwaa 
of  the  country  was  now  done  by  foreign  memhaats. 
BeUering  that  this  bill  wooU  be  bene&oial  to  the 
manubotDxing  as  wdl  as  to  the  nMKantile  iii- 
lerett,  at  the  same  time  that  it  would  aid  tbe  kt- 
oaue,  he  could  not  but  be  in  bvor  of  ita  p 
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DutUt  on  Salt*  at  AveUo*. 
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Mr.  Cajifbell  agreed  with  the  Mnileinaii  who 
last  spoke,  that  each  of  the  tbcee  bub  reported  by 
the  Conunittee  of  Manufactures  was  good,  inde- 
poidentljr  of  each  other.  Though  the  Senate  hod 
Tdected  one  of  those  bills  which  had  passed  this 
House,  he  yet  ihoug[ht  this  House  should  do  its 
duly  without  reference  to  what  the  Seuate  had 
done.  If  the  Senate  nevented  the  adoption  of 
(he  aysfem,  on  them,  where  it  belongs,  let  the  re- 
sponsibility be.  It  would  not  tell  well,  be  said, 
to  the  nation,  that  the  House  had  twice  recon- 
sidered and  twice  reversed  its  decision  on  the 
same  bill. 

Mr.RBEA  made  a  few  obserrationB  on  the  ques- 
tion. He  was  in  favor  of  reconsideration  now, 
because  from  the  b^niiing  he  bad  been  opposed 
to  the  bill.  He  remarked  on  the  arguments  in 
faror  of  this  bill :  at  one  time  the  bill  was  to  create 
a  revenue  from  sales  of  foreign  goods — at  another 
it  was  to  exclude  them  from  the  market.  These 
arguments,  he  contended,  were  incompatible  with 
each  other.  He  was  content,  he  said,  with  the  old 
revenue  system,  and  with  the  old  regulalionE  of 
commerce,  dtc.,  notwithstandiiig  the  spleudor  and 
magnificence  which  gentlemen  saw  in  this  new 
one.  Mr.  R.  made  other  observations,  which  the 
repsrter  was  not  able  to  hear :  but  the  conclusion 
oi  them  was,  his  being  in  favor  of  the  reconsider- 
ation and  postponement  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Foot  made  a  few  remarks  in  opposition  to 
the  reconsideration  of  the  bill.  He  adverted  to 
the  difficulty  which  attended  the  sale  of  domestic 
mannlkctures,  from  the  immense  proportion  of 
foreign  goods  thrown  intotbe  market,  ana  exprcswd 
bis  conviction  thai  ibe  passage  of  this  bill  would 
have  an  important  effect,  favorable  to  national  in- 
dustry, &c. 

Mr.  Fuller  was  opposed  to  a  reconsideration 
of  the  bill.  Although  he  had  not  spoken  on  either 
of  the  three  bills  which  had  been  before  this  House, 
he  had  always  avowed  a  strong  iaclination  to  do 
something  that  would  promote  the  interest  of  the 
manufacturers  of  the  country.  Such,  he  was  of 
opinion,  would  be  the  effect  of  this  bill,  creating  a 
discrimmation  in  their  favor,  in  the  competition 
with  foreign  goods,  the  sale  of  which  at  auction 
now  fills  &e  market,  so  as  to  leave  no  room  for 
the  domestic  fabrics.  This  bill  proposed  to  give 
to  our  manufactures,  in  addition  to  the  advantage 
already  enjoyed,  a  bounty  of  five  per  cent,  in  com- 
petition with  the  foreign  fabrics  of  the  same  ma- 
terial and  quality — an  advantage  of  which  the 
friends  of  manufactures  ought  to  avail  themselves. 
There  would,  he  thought,  be  an  indiscretion  on 
the  part  of  their  friends  in  a  reconsideration  of  this 
bill,  and  refusing  to  take  what  it  offered,  because 
they  conld  not  get  all  th^  wished.  If  this  bill 
did  not  diminish  the  sales  of  foreign  goods,  it  would 
serve  to  add,  in  no  inconsiderable  degree,  to  our 
revenue.  He  thought  it  would  be  wise  to  begin  a 
system  for  the  protection  of  manufacture&  with  a 
single  experiment  first.  The  passage  and  opera- 
tion of  this  bill  would  prepare  Ibe  different  classCR 
interested,  for  other  measures  of  the  same  character, 
altould  others  be  deemed  expedient,  and  the  coun- 
try wonld  not  be  taken  tinprepaied,  by  having  the 


whole  mass  thrown  on  them  at  once.  He  was,  in 
every  view,  very  much  averse  to  the  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland  said,  that,  as  a  friend 
alike  to  the  three  great  interests  of  the  country,  he 
should  vole  against  the  reconsideration  of  ibis  bill. 
He  should,  be  said,  have  preferred  that  the  duty 
had  been  fixed  at  ten  per  cent,  on  sales  of  dry 
goods ;  but  at  five  per  cent,  much  good  would  be 
e^cted  by  it.  Besides,  he  said,  it  is  not  the  wbole- 
saJe  sales  of  foreign  goods  that  so  much  affect  our 
domestic  manufactures  i  and  on  sales  of  open  goods 
the  duty  \s  ten  per  cent.  Domestic  manufacturea 
could,  under  such  a  provision,  be  sent  to  auction 
without  charge,  whilst  foreign  goods  would  have 
to  pay  ten  per  cent.  Wou^  not  that  be  an  im- 
portant advantage  to  the  American  manufacturer? 
It  was  the  sales  at  vendue,  he  said,  that  distressed 
our  manufacturers,  by  obstrucling  the  regular  sales 
of  their  goods.  If  the  foreign  goods  imported  were, 
as  heretofore,  opened  in  the  dry  goods  stores,  and 
sold  out  there  to  customers,  our  manufactores  might 
come  into  competition  with  them j  but  it  is  the 
recent  change  of  the  usual  habits  of  trade  that  op- 
presses our  manufactures  and  recommends  the 
parage  of  this  bill.  To  the  commerceof  the  coun- 
try, this  bill  would  also  be  beneffcial.  As  a  rev- 
enue bill,  its  passage  would  be  important :  the  pro- 
duct of  it  could  not  be  less  to  the  Treasury  than 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars  annnaUv.  In  everv 
point  of  view,  he  considered  this  bill  one  which 
It  was  important  to  pass.  A  little  experience  had 
taught  him  to  believe  that  this  bill  would  be  eves 
more  important  as  an  encouragement  to  our  man- 
ufactures than  the  tariff  bill. 

Mr.  JouNBON  said,  thai,  in  his  vole  on  this  bill, 
be  should  endeavor  lo  preserve  a  consistency  Dl 
character.  He  had  voted  against  the  famous  nav- 
igation act  of  1818  ;  he  lud  voted  against  the 
change  in  Ibe  mode  of  disposing  of  the  public  lands, 
he  had  had  an  opportunity  of  voting  two  ways 
already  on  the  present  question,  and  he  should  vote 
the  third  time  precisefy  in  coincidence  with  the 
votes  he  had  already  given.  He  inclined  to  think, 
he  said,  that  a  stranger  who  had  attended  the  dis- 
cussion this  morning  would  believe  that  there  were 
but  two  interests  in  the  country.  One  gentleman 
said  the  bill  would  benefit  the  merchant ;  another 
that  it  would  benefit  the  manufacturer.  This  waa 
the  best  practical  comment  he  had  ever  witqessed 
on  the  old  doctrine  of  kt  Ihingt  alme.  Let  people 
manage  their  own  a&irs,  said  Mr.  J.— give  no  en- 
couragement to  this,  that,  or  the  other  class.  The 
people  of  this  country  understand  their  own  inter- 
ests, and  will  pursue  them  to  advantage ;  but, 
whenever  you  attempt  by  legislation  to  make  a 
favorite  class  by  taxing  other  classes,  you  interfere 
to  the  prejudice  of  those  classes,  dtc.  Besides,  Mr. 
J.  was  opposed  to  the  passage  of  this  bill,  from  re- 
garding It  as  the  first  effort  to  introduce  a  system 
of  internal  taxation.  In  time  of  war.  he  said,  he 
had  already  shown^  by  his  vote,  that  ne  was  will- 
ing to  tax  every  thing ;  but,  in  time  of  peace,  be 
was  disposed  to  let  every  man  tax  himself  miat 
he  pleased  by  his  consumption  of  articles  of  foreign 
growth  or  manulacture. 
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Mr.  Little,  as  friendly  to  mnnufactures  as  bis 
friend  from  PennsylTSQia.  (Mr.  Baldwin)  could 
be,  yet  differed  from  hLm  in  opioion  on  this  subject, 
being  decidedly  opposed  to  a  reconsideratioa  of 
the  Diil.  Mr.  L,  in  answer  lo  a  remark  of  Mr. 
Rhea,  and  to  show  what  were  the  sencimenls  of 
the  merchanta  of  Baltimore  on  this  subject,  reqd 
an  extract  from  their  memorial  to  Congress,  ex- 
planatory of  the  operation  of  the  sales  at  auction 
of  foreign  goods,  as  destroying  the  business  of  the 
regular  merchant,  and  beins  the  cause  of  a  great 
part  of  the  failures,  which  for  the  last  two  years 
nave  occurred  in  our  prinvipal  towns,  and  as  serv- 
ing as  a  corer  for  ibe  Tending  of  smuggled  goods, 
&Z.  If  the  interest  of  the  city  of  Baltimore  alone 
were  consulted  by  him  on  the  occasioQ,  he  said  he 
should  probably  vote  against  the  bill,  oecause  she 
derives  from  sales  at  auction  a  revenue  of  forty 
thousand  dollars  annually ;  but,  believing  the  bill 
would  have  an  operation  advantageous  to  the  na- 
tion generally,  he  was  obliged  to  forego  the  con- 
sideration of  the  immediate  advantages  of  that 
duty  to  the  city  of  Baltimore. 

Mr.  R.  MooBB  made  some  obaervaiions  in  favor 
of  the  reconsideration.  He  said  he  had  been  in 
favor  of  the  system  reported  bv  the  Committee 
of  Manufactures,  consisting  of  tnree  parts.  Two 
out  of  the  three  having  been  lost,  one  in  this  House, 
and  the  other  in  the  Senate,  he  was  opposed  to  re- 
taining the  third.  In  this  course,  he  was  governed 
by  the  law  of  circumstances.  He  could  not  con- 
sent that  two  or  three  States  in  tbe  Confederation 
should  be  deprived  of  an  important  branch  of  their 
revenue,  derived  from  sales  at  auction,  when  no 
importaat  national  object  was  to  be  accomplished 
by  It.  As  to  our  manufactures,  he  did  not  consider 
the  bill  of  any  essential  importance.  As  a  measure 
of  revenue,  its  operation  would  be  partial,  and 
would  be  in  fact  lo  divert  Che  revenue  from  the 
treasuries  of  two  or  three  only  of  the  whole  num- 
ber of  States,  to  the  Treasurv  of  the  United  Scales. 
Mr.  M.  extended  his  remarks  to  a  greater  length 
than  they  are  reported,  but  to  the  effect  above 
■tated. 

Mr.  Baldwin  repeated,  what  he  said  he  had 
before  stated,  that  the  bill,  as  it  originally  stood, 
had  not  been  supported  by  him  as  proposing  a  pro- 
hibitory duty  on  auction  sales;  but  because  he  did 
not  believe  that  less  than  ten  per  cent,  would  place 
the  American  and  foreign  merchants  on  an  equal 
footing  in  the  markeL  With  regard  to  this  bill, 
it  was  now  one  thing,  and,  when  it  proposed  a 
duty  of  ten  per  cent.,  it  was  a  different  thing.  He 
b^ged  the  House  to  consider  that  the  bill  was  now 
no  longer  the  work  of  the  Committee  of  Manu- 
factures. In  the  minds  of  some  gentlemen,  how- 
ever, it  was,  in  its  present  shape,  to  protect  manu- 
factures as  well  as  to  aid  the  revenue.  Gentle- 
men who  had  uniformly  voted  against  the  tariff, 
and  some  of  whom  had  voted  against  this  bill  as 
it  was  reported  by  the  committee,  could  now  dis- 
cover great  beauty  in  it.  It  would  nelp  the  revenue, 
thCT  knew :  it  would  help  commerce,  they  knew ; 
and  it  would  help  mauufaciures,  too,  if  the  House 
could  but  be  persuaded  by  them  to  believe  it.  Gen- 
tlemen who  had  voted  against  the  whole  system 


reported  by  the  committee;  who  said  that  no  far- 
ther protection  was  wonted  for  manufaciurw,  now 
that  the  bill  was  fo  changed  as  to  be  inefficient 
for  its  intended  purpose,  and  partial  in  every  other 
view— now  that  it  was  suited  to  tide-water  only, 
were  warmly  in  favor  of  it,  as  being  more  import- 
ant than  all  the  test  of  the  system  reported,  and 
now  rejected.  He  wondered  eentlemen  had  not 
thought  of  this  when  the  cash  duty  bill  was  under 
coDsideralion  ;  but  gentlemen  were  unwilling  to 
touch  that  sysleni— -not  the  old  system  of  1799, 
but  the  venerable  system  of  1818 — it  was  too  holy 
to  be  touched,  lhoup;b  affording,  in  its  operation,  a 
bounty  to  the  foreign  merchant  of  six  per  cent, 
&c.  Even  were  this  bill  to  pass,  it  had  been  con- 
tended by  a  gentleman  of  eaperience,  (Mr.  SiLa- 
BEE,)  that  it  would  be  coustanlly  evaded ;  and  yet 
this  was  the  bill  which  every  one  was  to  be  satis- 
fied with  as  a  protection  to  manufactures.  Tbia 
bill,  he  Kaid,  as  it  now  stood,  if  executed,  would 
serve  two  purposes,  but  not  the  third  and  ostensi- 
ble purpose.  For  that  object,  to  pass  it  would  be 
giving  nothing ;  it  would  be  givmg  worse  than 
nothing,  pretending  to  givesomethinginform,  bat 
giving  nothing  in  substance. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  said  this  subject  had 
been  some  time  before  the  House,  and  discussed  at 
larKc ;  aud  be  hoped  that  the  decision  then  made 
in  favor  of  the  bill  would  not  be  hastily  reversed. 
He  had  been  in  favor  of  the  duty  often  per  cenL. 
but  the  House  did  not  think  proper  to  adopt  it,  and 
the  friends  of  the  bill,  to  insure  its  passage,  had 
agreed  to  a  less  rale.  The  object  of  the  Dili,  as 
it  now  stood,  was,  (o  bring  revenue  into  the  Treas- 
ury and  lo  aid  domestic  industry.  Its  object,  then, 
was  precisely  that  of  the  tariff,  and  these  two  bills 
were  correspondent  and  not  dependent  on  each 
other.  The  rejection  of  ihe  tariff  bill  by  the 
Senate,  was  no  reason  why  Ihe  friends  of  manu- 
factures in  this  House  should  reject  this  bill.  It 
is  no  reason  to  say,  because  you  cannot  get  the 
whole,  you  will  have  nothing.  The  Senate,  it  is 
said,  have  inflicted  a  blow  on  the  manufacturing 
interest  of  the  country.  Be  it  so.  But  it  is  a  strong 
reason  for  refusiog  to  reconsider  this  bill  that  the 
other  bill  has  been  rejected  by  the  Senate.  If  this 
bill  bad  passed  with  the  duty  of  ten  per  cent.,  he 
believed  it  would  have  been  more  valuable  to  the 
manufacturing  interest  than  the  tariff  bill,  and  at 
five  per  cent,  ne  considered  it  as  of  great  import- 
ance to  that  interest.  It  was  now  said,  that  this 
bill  would  be  partial  in  its  operation.  So  far  as 
that  argument  would  apply,  it  would  he  (o  the 
operation  of  the  bill  on  our  commercial  cities.  If 
the  duties  had  remained  at  ten  per  cent.,  it  would 
certainly  have  affected  them  more  than  it  would 
as  it  now  stood,  at  five  per  cent.  But,  he  said,  in 
the  Tery  States  in  which  the  bill  would  operate 
most,  the  manufacturing  interest  is  a  powerful 
one,  end  there  is  a  strong  bias  in  its  favor.  Mr. 
McLane  concluded,  by  repeating,  that  the  obliga- 
tion to  pass  this  bill  was  now  greater  than  ii  was 
before  Ihe  other  was  rejected ^  and  by  expressing 
his  earnest  wish  that  the  motion  for  reconsidera- 
tion might  not  prevail. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  reconsidets- 
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tion  of  ihe  rote  by  which  the  bill  ^J>ttg  duties  on 
aales  at  auction  was  passed,  aod  decided  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  86,  oays  65,  as  follows : 

7bai — Ueuri.  Abbot,  Aleiiniler,  Allen  of  New 
Tork,  AoiJenoD,  Archer  a(  M>rj]*uil,  Arcbar  of  Vii- 
ginia,  Bnker,  Baldwin,  Ball.  Barbour,  Bajlj,  fioilcn, 
Brevard.  ButtoD,  Barwell,  Butler  of  Louliiaaa,  Clark, 
Cook,  Culpeper,  Darlington,  Denniton,  Devitt,  Dirk- 
imon,  Down,  Eddy,  Edwarda  of  Uonoecticut,  Ed- 
warda  of  North  Carolina,  Fiaber,  Floyd,  Ford,  Fallet- 
ton,  GroH  of  New  York,  Qrou  of  PenniyWania, 
Baekley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Halt  of  North  Carolina, 
Hardin,  Kaiard,  Hendrirka,  Herrick,  Hibdiman,  Heia- 
ler,  Holmca,  Hooka,  Hoatetter,  Johnaon,  Janpa  of  Vii- 

Bnia,  Kendall,  Liveimore,  Lowndes,  Lyman,  Hactay, 
eCoy,  Marchand.  UorMf,  R.  Mooie,  8.  Moore, 
Neale,  Netaon  of  Muaaehuaetta,  Nelaon  of  Virginia, 
Oieratteel,  Pattenon,  Philaon,  Pincknay,  Pindall, 
Pitcher,  Rhea,  Bichmond,  Ringgold,  Rogera,  Selili^ 
Shaw,  Sitibee,  Sloau,  Smilh  of  North  Carolina, 
Stevena,  Strong  of  New  York,  Swcaringen,  Tatr, 
Taylor,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  Sooth 
Caralioa,  WalUce,  Warfleld,  and  Wlllianu  of  North 
Carolina. 

Nj,ti — Heaan,  Adama,  Allen  of  Tesoeaaea,  Bate- 
man,  Bceeher,  Bloomfield,  Brown,  Bruih,  Buffum, 
Bnllar  of  New  Hampehire,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Caa«, 
Clagelt,  Cobb)  Cocke,  Cralla,  Crawford,  Culbrelh, 
Cnahman,  Earle,  Edwarda  of  Fenn^lTiuia,  Folger, 
Foot,  Farrnl,  Fallcr,  Ouyon,  Hit],  Jonea  of  Teonea- 
ace,  Kent,  Kioilay,  Little,  Llnii,  HcCreary,  McLane 
of  Delanare,  McLeen  of  Kentucky,  Mallary,  Meiga, 
Matcall^  Morton,  Murray,  Newton,  Parker  of  Ma«a- 
chuaetta,  Parker  of  Virginia.  Plumer,  Rankin,  Rich, 
RoberlaOD,  Roaa,  Rosa,  Sampaon,  Sawyer,  Smith  ol 
New  Jeiaey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Sontbard,  Slorn, 
Stieet,  Strang  of  Vermonl,  Terrell,  Tomljnaoo,  Tomp- 
kina,  Trimble,  Vl'endoer,  Whitman,  Williama  of  Vii^ 
giaia,  and  Wood. 

Mr.  Baldwin  then  moved  (hat  the  bill  be  poat- 
poned  uotU  the  next  tenioo  of  Congress.  And 
the  queslioa  was  taken  without  further  debate,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative — yota  88,  nays  ^  u 
follows: 

Tiia— Ueaara.  Alexander,  Alton  of  New  York, 
AnderaMi,  Areliar  of  Virginia,  Baker,  Baldnin,  Bal^ 
Baibonr,  Bayly,  Boden,  Brarard,  Bryan,  Baflbm, 
Baton,  Burweil,  Butler  of  Lou  iaiana.  Cannon,  Clark, 
Coak,  Cnlpeper,  Dailinglou,  Dcnniaon,  Uewiit,  Dick- 
inaon,  Dowae,  Eddy,  Edward*  of  Connecticut,  Bd- 
warda  of  North  Carolina,  Fiaber,  Floyd,  Ford,  Fuller- 
ton,  Garaett.  Oroaa  of  New  York,  Oroa  of  Pennayl- 
nnia,  Hackley,  Halt  of  New  Tork,  Halt  of  North 
Carolina,  Hardin,  Haiard,  Hendrioki,  Herrick,  Hibab- 
Man,  HeiMer,  Hobnea,  Hooka,  Hovtetter,  Johaaon, 
Jonee  of  Virginia,  Kendall,  Kent,  Liiermore,  Lowndea, 
Lynaa,  Haelay,  McCoy,  Marcbaad,  Mason,  Hercer, 
R.  Moore,  8.  Mowa,  Neale,  Nabon  of  MaaHtehnaetla, 
Nelnon  erf  Virginia,  Oventraet,  Parker  of  Virginia, 
Patteraon,  Philaon,  Pinckney,  Pindalt,  Pitcher,  Rich- 
nuind,  Roger*,  Battle,  Shaw,  Silabee,  Sloan,  Smith  of 
North  Carolina,  Starena,  Strongof  New  York,  Sweir- 
ingen,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  South  Carolma, 
Walkar,  Warfield,  and  Williama  of  North  Caroliua. 

Niia— Mcaara.  Adams,  Allen  ofTenoeaace,  Arcber 
of  Maryland,  Bateman,  Bloomfield,  Broun,  Bruah, 
Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Campbelt,  Case,  Clagett, 
Cocke,  Crafts,  Crawford,  Colbreib,  Caahman,  Earte, 


Edwarda  of  PennatlTania,  Folger,  Foot,  Forrest,  Pul- 
ler, Guyou,  Hill,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kinilsy,  Little, 
Linn,  McCreary,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  ot 
Kentucky,  Mallary,  Meigs,  Metcalf,  Morton,  Murray, 
Newton,  Parker  of  Maaiachuaetts,  Rankin,  Rhea, 
Rich,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Roas,  Ruaa,  Bam  peon, 
Sawyer,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Bonlhard,  Storra,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Terrell, 
Tomlinaon,  Tompkina,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia, 
Wendoier,  Wbitman,  William*  of  Virginu,  and 
Wood. 
So  Ihe  bill  was  postpooed  to  the  next  session  of 


SENATE  BILLS,  &e. 

Mr.  JoHEs,  of  Tennessee,  moved  that  tbeHouae 
do  now  proc^  to  conaider  the  bill  from  the  Sea- 
ate,  entiUed  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  officers 
and  volunteers  enffased  in  ihe  late  campaign 
against  the  Seminole  {ndiaQs;"  which  motion  was 
rejected  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Pinckney  moved  the  following  amendnient 
to  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  House,  to  wit : 

JUtolvtd,  That,  in  future,  a  bill  that  has  paasad  and 
become  a  taw  ihatl  not  be  carried  to  the  Senate  fei 
two  houra  aftar  the  reading  of  tbe  Journal  the  next 
day,  except  in  tbe  two  laat  days  of  the  session, 

The  amendnient  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
until  to-morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  in- 
corporate the  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton, audio  repeal  all  actsberetororepassed  for  that 
purpose,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  as 
amended. 

A  message  ftom  the  Senate  infonned  the  House 
that  the  Senate  disagree  to  the  first  amendment, 
and  agree  to  the  second  and  third  amendment! 
proposed  hj  tliis  House  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  (o  provide  for  clothing  the  Army  of  the  United 
States  in  domestic  manufactures,  and  for  other 
purposes."  They  have  passed  bills  of  this  House 
of  the  following  titles,  to  wit:  An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Thomas  C.  Withers;  and  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Daniel  Bickley,  and  Catharine  Clark, 
admioisiratriz  of  John  Clark,  deceased,  with  an 
amendment  to  each< 

They  have  also  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit:  An  act  to  authorize  tbe  appointment 
of  commissioners  to  lay  out  the  toad  therein  men- 
tioned ;  and  An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Lean- 
der  Cathcart;  in  which  amendments,  and  the  two 
last  mentioned  bills,  they  ask  the  conctirrence  of 
this  House. 

THE  LOAN  BILL. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Wbole,  (Mr.  Smith,  of  North 
Carolina,  in  the  chair,)  on  the  Loan  bill.  Mr. 
Thimble's  proposition  to  strike  out  the  words  two 
I  miUions,  being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  STORBa  rose  in  support  of  the  amendment, 
and  entered  into  an  argument  to  show  that  the 
Sinking  Fnnd  was  solemnly  pledged  to  the  re- 
demption of  the  public  debt,  and  that  this  fund 
could  not  be  touched  or  diverted  from  its  original 
purpose  without  violating  tbe  public  faith;  he 
spoke,  also,  in  favor  of  filling  the  blank  with  fire 
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foreseen  coaiiogency        .    ... 

Mr.  Barbour  made  some  additional  remarks  \o 
fortify  the  opinion  which  he  had  yesterday  ad- 
vanced, thai  il  was  entirely  within  the  just  power 
of  Congress,  without  impingioir  at  all  on  the  pub- 
lic faitb,  to  apply  the  surplus  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
to  ibe  public  current  exigencies,  and  that  it  was 
expedient  to  make  such  an  application  of  the  sur- 
plus  to  supply  the  existing  deficit  in  the  Treasury 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Speaker  Clay  took  the  converse  of  Mr. 
Babbodh's  position,  and  maintained  the  propriety 
'of  adhering  inviolably  to  the  system  adopted  in 
1816  fi)r  rraeeming  the  public  debt;  and,  conse- 
quently, the  inexpediency  of  (onchinf  the  surplus 
of  the  Sinking  Pnnd — a  fund  which  he  consid- 
ered at  forming  one  of  the  most  essential  features 
in  the  permanent  systems  of  the  Govemmentj  and 
irhieh  should  not  De  made  subservient  to  tempo- 
rary causes  or  incidental  pressure  on  the  Treasury. 
He  remarked  at  some  length  on  the  present  exigen- 
cies, and  the  probable  condition  oi  the  Treasury 
for  the  future;  believing  that  the  deficit  would 
greatly  exceed  the  amount  estimated  by  the  Com- 
miitee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  that  the  revenue 
from  the  public  lands  wu  mnch  overrated,  he  re- 
gretted that  some  permanent  practical  synem  had 
not  been  proposed  by  the  committee  instead  of 
the  inefficient  system  of  loans  to  which  he  was 
(mosed. 

Mr.  Barbohb  made  some  remarks  in  reply,  and 
Mr.  Clay  rejoined. 

Mr.  Fuller  made  some  remarks  on  the  nature 
of  pledges,  from  which,  and  from  a  reference  to 
the  laws  providing  the  Sinking  Fond,  be  deduced 
the  opinion  that  the  only  point  to  which  the  faith 
of  the  nation  was  pledgal  was  to  provide  sufficient 
funds  for  the  payment  of  the  public  debt  as  it  should 
become  due,  and  that  it  was  no  violation  of  that 
&ith  to  use,  in  the  meantime,  for  another  purpose, 
the  money  set  apart  for  that  object  so  that  the  debt 
was  faitbmtly  m«t  when  the  d»y  of  payment  should 

Mr.  Lowhdbb  concurred  entirely  in  all  that  had 
been  said  concerning  the  necessity  of  observing  the 
public  faithj  in  paying  either  the  interest  or  the 
prineipal  of  a  diebt  when  it  becomes  due.  The 
only  pledge  other  than  this  was,  that  ten  millions 
of  doUars  should  be  provided  annually,  above  the 
expendttare ;  but,  if  the  unemployed  portion  of  this 
fund  be  allowed  to  lie  in  the  bands  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Binkinfi  Fund,  to  borrow  for  the 
public  exigencies  would  oe  adding  to  the  eipeodi- 
lure  without  increasing  the  income,  Ac.  He  was 
averse  to  horowing  money  merely  to  purchase  up 
stock,  and  argued  at  some  length  to  show  that  the 
blic  faith  was  merely  pledged  that  there  should 
so  much  of  the  public  debt  annually  paid,  if  to 
be  bought — not  that  the  machinery  of  the  Sink- 
tug  Fund  should  be  kept  up ;  that  there  was  no 
impropriety,  and  that  it  would  be  expedient,  to 
maJieuseof  the  surplus  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  now 
lying  inactive.  He  thought  it  would  be  improper 
to  adopt  any  permanent  system  of  revenue  otner 
than  the  existing  one,  in  the  present  exigency : 


t 


because  no  one  could  foresee  what  would  be  the 
amount  of  income  from  the  ordinary  sources  next 

Sar.  It  was  proper  to  see  what  would  probatdy 
the  permanent  condition  of  the  pecuniary  re- 
sources of  the  nation  before  a  permanent  system 
should  be -adopted  to  meet  it,  dec. 

Mr.  Glat  again  spoke  in  support  of  a  steady 
and  inviolable  adherence  to  the  system  provided 
in  1816  for  the  gradual  redemption  of  the  public 
debt — arguing  that  it  was  this  course  of  policy 
which  had  given  such  advantage  to  En^nd  as  to 
enable  her  to  contend  with  and  almost  conquer 
Europe ;  and  that  a  strict  observance  of  it  by  this 
Government  was  necessary  to  weserve  the  puUic 
credit  nnimpaired,  and  give  confidence  in  the  good 
faith  of  the  Qovernment,  dtc. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  entered  into  an  elab- 
orate defence  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  and  the  course  recommended 
by  them. 

The  question  wis  theA  tak^n  on  striking  out  the 
word  two,  and  carried. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland  moved  to  fill  the  blank 
with  three  millions. 

Mr.  Trimble  moved  jIm  millions. 

Mr.  WilliaUb,  of  lYorth  Carolina,  moved  Cw6 
miUion  five  AuaJrea  thojaand  doUari, 

The  motion  {oxive  millions  being  first  tried,  was 
n^[atived;  and  tne  motion  to  fill  the  blank  with 
thru  millions  was  agreed  to — ayes  65,  noes  50. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the  blank 
left  to  fix  the  rate  of  interest  to  lie  given  for  the 
loan  was  filled  up  with  five  per  cent. 

Mr.  LowwDEB  moved  an  amendment,  having  f«t 
its  object  to  tDBke  the  loan  reimbiir»ble  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  Oovemfuent,  instead  of  after  the 
l3t  of  January  1832,  and  paying  an  interest  in  the 
meantime  of  six  per  cent. ;  conceiving  it  improper 
that,  because  at  a  moment  of  pressure  the  Oovem- 
menl  was  obliged  to  contract  a  debt,  it  should,  in 
ease  of  more  prosperous  circumstances,  not  hare 
the  faculty  of  paying  it  off. 

Considerable  debate  look  [dace  on  this  motion, 
chieflv  on  the  profaaUe  revenue  in  yexrs  to  come, 
and  the  afaili^  of  the  Qovernment  to  pay  this  loan 
— in  wfaich  Messrs.  Lowxdbb,  Clay,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  and  FtaLen,  took  sides.  The  motioft 
to  amend  the  bill  was  negatived — ayes  30. 

Mr.  Baldh-in  moved  to  insert  a  clause  to  auttux^ 
ize  the  sale  from  time  to  lime  of  so  much  of  the 
stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  owned  by 
the  United  States,  as  may  be  neeewary  to  meet  the 
expenses  at  Oovoamait  for  the  comingjear. 

The  motion  wu  supported  by  Ur.  Balbwin, 
and  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Clat,  and  Smith 
of  Maryland.  The  amendment  was  negatived — 
ayes  10. 

The  Committee  then  proceeded  to  the  consider- 
ation of  the  resolution  which  was  referred  to  it, 
calling  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pre- 
pare and  lay  before  Congress,  at  its  next  session,  a 
system  of  internal  revenue. 

Mr.  Clay  hoped  the  Committee  would  reject 
this  resolution.  The  Executive,  be  said,  had  the 
power  of  the  veto,  and  he  thought  it  would  be 
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going  too  far  to  give  to  it  also  the  power  of  origi- 

The  reflation  waa  rejected  by  the  Committee 
without  a  division.  And  the  Committee  then  loae, 
and  reported  their  proceedings  to  the  Houm  ;  and 
the  Houae  adjourned. 


SATUROAr,  May  6. 

Mr.  Camp^ill,  fronthe  Committee  on  PrinM 
Land  Claims,  to  wbiclt  wat  rdenrad  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  rerire  the  ptmers 
of  the  commissioners  for  ascertainiiirand  deciding 
on  claims  to  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  and  for 
sMtliag  the  claims  to  lands  at  OreniBav  and  Prai- 
rie des  Chiens,  in  the  Territory  of  MieAigan,"  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment ;  and  it  yfaa 
ordered  to  be  read  «  third  time. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  made  an  nnfaTorable  report 
on  the^iition  of  William  Bayard,  and  others,  of 
New  Yorlf,  owners  of  United  Stales  three  per 
cent,  stocks,  by  David  Ogden.  their  attorney; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  lo  tie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Eemt,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  repeal  certain  parts 
of  "An  act  to  authorize  the  President  and  Mana- 
geta  of  the  Washington  Turnpike  Road  Company, 
of  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  extendand  make  their 
lumpike  road  to  or  Irom  Geo^etownj  in  the  Di»- 
trict  of  Columbia,  throogh  the  said  District,  to  the 
line  thereof;"  which  was  read  twioe,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  James  Leander  Cathcart,"  was  reed 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  ofChuros. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
anthoiize  the  appointment  ofcommissioneis  to  lay 
ottt  the  road  therein  mentioned,"  wa*  read  twic^ 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals. 


The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill^  eniided  "An  act  for  the  rdief  of  Thomas  C. 
I  Withers,"  was  also  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  House  took  up  for  conatderation  the  mes- 
sMce  of  the  Senate,  disagreeing  to  the  ameddmeat 
ofthis  Home  to  the  bill  proridiBg  lor  clothing  the 
Ansy  of  the  United  Statea  in  domestic  manu&c- 
tiirea.  [This  amandment  prondes  that  the  difier- 
eace  ia  j^oe  between  the  doneatie  matoial  and 
tlw  ftragn  niKMrial  of  the  Mme  quality,  contract- 
ed fiw  or  potchaeed  for  Army  clothing,  sh^  not 
exweed  five  percetttiua.]  , 

Mr.  McLKAif  mored  that  the  House  do  insist  on 
itH  amendment;  and  this  motion  was  detenoined 
in  the  affirmative— 64  votes  to  47. 

The  House  then  resolved  itadf  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  annnal  bill  for  altering 
and  establishing  certain  post  offices  and  post  roads; 
and  considerable  diw:ussion  took  place  on  the 
'  amendments  proposed,  some  of  which  were  agreed 

to,  and  some  rejected - 


The  bill  was  at  length  gone  throogh:  and  hav- 
ing been  reported  to  the  House,  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 
LOAN  BILL. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  Loan  Bill  was  first  in  the  orders  of  the  day; 
and,  being  taken  np, 

Mr.  CocKB  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table; 
and  assigned,  as  a  reason  therefor,  the  present  un- 
settled state  of  certain  matters  which  might  or 
might  not  affect  the  expenditures  of  the  OoYOu- 
ment,  and  render  necessary  a  loan  of  a  different 
amount  from  that  proposed.  He  added,  that  there 
was  no  occasion  for  Iwste  in  passing  the  bill,  there 
being  time  enough  remaining  to  act  on  it  after 
this  day. 

This  motion  was  carried  by  a  very  small  major- 
ity, and  the  bill  lies  on  the  table. 

MoNDAT,  May  8. 

Mr.  AndbHbom,  frcnn  the  Commhtee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  made  an  tmfavorable  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  IheLegislatnreof  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
praying  for  a  mnt  of  a  small  tract  of  land,  fta-  the 
use  of  the  inhabitants  of  Point  Coupee ;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  8iLB«GE.  from  the  Committee  on  Naral  Af- 
fairs, made  unrevorable  reports  on  the  petitioDS  of 
Thomas  C.  Robertson  and  Thomas  Shields,  for 
stores  lost  in  gunboats ;  of  sundry  inhabitants  of 
Portland,  in  the  District  of  Maine,  and  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Savannah,  in  the  State 
of  Georgia,  on  the  subject  of  marine  hospitals  ; 
which  reports  were  severally  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letta 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  enclosing  a 
letter  from  the  collector  of  the  customs  for  the  port 
of  New  Oileani,  containing  the  information  that 
the  agent  of  tbe  contractor  for  building  the  light- 
house on  Frank's  island,  at  the  mouth  of  the  rfv^r 
Mississippi,  has  abandoned  the  undertaking,  ac- 
companied with  a  report  on  the  state  of  tbe  ooild- 
ing,  and  an  estimate  of  certain  extra  work  done  by 
the  contractor,  Sec.;  which  letter  and  accompany- 
ing doctmients  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

OderMt,  That  the  committee,  a|ipointed  on  the 
S4di  of  February  last,  to  inquire  into  tbe  circum- 
stances imdrt  which  powder  and  lead  have  been 
loaned  by  the  War  Department,  or  by  any  of 
tbe  crfficers  of  the  United  States  Arttf ,  to  certain 
individnals,  be  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  tbe  subject;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  PoR- 
AE8T,  the  following  preamble  and  resolution  were 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  viz : 

Wberau  it  appears,  by  a  report  of  thi  SMreUry  of 
War,  datad  the  13th  of  Febniai;,  1830,  made  in  pv 
BOanM  of  a  reaolattoa  of  the  Houh  of  Bei>TesentatiTa% 
that  liTfa  losna  of  powder  and  load,  muDitioas  of  the 
Unitad  States,  ware  made  to  privata  citii«na  bj  the 
Ordnance  deurtmanti  Theratee, 

Buoktd,  That  a  leleet  eontnuttoe  be  appointed  to 
inqnire,  and  report  to  thi*  Honsa,  bj  whom  die  said 
Uhuu  were  mads,  and  1^  what   anUiority ;  why  the 
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uniB  wu  not  recUiicad  it  tha  cipiralion  of  the  Imd  . 
wbit  time  the  Mid  loana  were  repoTtcd  to  the  head  of: 
depirtmeiit;  maA,  \f  a  lou  ibonld  be  tniUined,  how 
far,  and  to  whom  ii  the  rciponiibilitf  ittiehed  Tor  inch 
louT  iDd  Airlher,  to  lepoit  the  proper  mode  of  pro- 
ceediaf  lotthwilh  agiintt  luch  dcIiDqacnt  or  deliD- 
<|aeDti,  for  the  rscoTety  oflbe  wme. 

Messrs.  Forrebt,  CockEj  aad  McLahb,  of 
Delaware,  were  sppoinied  ibe  said  countiltee. 

The  en^ossed  lull  to  alter  and  establish  certain 
poet  Toads,  WH3  read  «  third  time,  passed,  and  sent 
to  Ibe  Senate  for  coDcurreocc. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  foi  levivtog  the  pow- 
en  of  the  Land  CommiBsioDers  for  the  Diatnct  of 
Detroit,  &c.,  was  read  a  third  lime,  passed,  and 
returned  to  the  Senate. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Pindall,  for  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  to  report  a  bill  for 
nispending  the  operation  of  the  act,_ which  has 
'    t  [be  present  session,  amending  the  Rero- 
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lutknarypetuioaUw,  until  the  Istday  of  January 
next. 

Mr,  P.  assigned  as  a  reason  for  this  motion, 
that,  when  the  neit  Bemi-annaal  payment  became 
due^  Congress  would  not  be  in  session,  and  that, 
in  consequence  of  the  new  provisions  annexed  to 
the  reception  of  the  pension,  and  the  want  of 
friends  or  agents  at  the  Seat  of  QoTemment  in 
the  recess,  many  of  the  meritorious  pensioners 
would  be  obliged  to  relinquish  their  pensions,  itm. 
The  suspension  of  the  operation  of  the  act  would 
besides  allow  an  opporlonity  for  eiamining  whe- 
ther it  might  not  be  adrantageously  modined  or 
•mended,  Before  it  went  into  execution. 

On  the  question  now  to  proceed  to  the  consid- 
eration of  Mr.  P.'b  proposition,  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative. 

COLONIZATION— SLAVE  TRADE. 

Mr.  Mercer,  from  the  committee  on  the  subject 
at  the  slave  trad^  to  whom  was  referred  the  me- 
morial of  the  President  and  Managirs  of  the  Amer- 
ican Society  for  colonizing  the  free  people  of  color 
of  the  United  Statei^  made  arepoit  thereon;  which 
Was  committed  to  tne  Committee  oflbe  Whole  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  continue  in  force  'An  act  to  pro- 
tect the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  pun- 
ish the  crime  of  piracy;  and  also  to  make  further 
prorision  for  punishins  the  crime  of  piracy." 
.  The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  ConuuUM  on  the  Ski«  Trade,  to  whom  waa 
rafarred  the  memorial  of  the  President  and  Board  of 
Uansgers  of  th«  AmeriesD  Society  for  coIooiuDg  the 
Ine  people  of  color  of  the  Uoited  StalM  liaTe,  accord- 
log  to  Older,  had  under  coniideration  the  several  %nb- 
jecls  therein  embraced,  and  report: 

That  the  American  Society  wii  InitilDted  in  the 
City  of  Waebiogton,  on  (he  SSth  of  December,  1816, 
fcr  the  beorrotent  purpose  of  aSbrdins  la  (he  free  peo- 
ple of  color  of  the  United  Statea  the  mean*  of  eitab- 


!  CoDgresi  of  the  United  Statea  a  cbBrtai  of  incorpora- 
tion, and  lacb  other  legislstiie  aid  as  their  enterprise 
msT  be  tbongbt  to  merit  aod  require. 

The  memorialiala  anticipate  from  ita  succen  conaa- 
qaencn  the  mort  beneficiii  to  the  free  people  of  color 
themntvea ;  to  the  seTeral  8t«tea  in  which  they  at 
present  re  aide  ;  and  to  that  contioeot  which  is  to  ba 
the  seat  of  their  future  eatabliahment.  Paaaiag  by  tha 
fbondation  of  these  ■□licipatioaa,  which  will  be  aeen 
in  the  annDal  reporli  of  the  aoeiety  and  their  ioimcr 
manioriala,  die  attantion  of  the  eumniittee  baa  been 
particularly  drawn  to  the  connexion  which  tha  mamo- 
rialiata  have  traced  between  their  purpose  aad  tha  pol- 
icy of  the  recent  act  of  CoDgreaa  ibr  the  more  efiectnal 
abolition  of  iba  Airieaa  aUve  trade. 

Elperience  has  demonalrated  that  ihia  deteatabk 
traffic  can  be  no  where  ao  (BcceaifBlly  assailed  aa  on 
the  coast  npon  which  it  origiaatea.  Not  only  doaa 
tha  collection  and  embarcation  of  its  aunatntal  car- 
guet  conaume  mure  time  than  their  labaequent  diatri- 
bntjon  and  sale  in  the  market  for  which  they  are  deB> 
tined,  bat  Ibe  African  coaat,  frequented  by  the  slaTe 
ahip*,  i*  indented  with  lo  fen  commodiona  or  accean- 
bis  hsrborf  that,  DO  I  with  standing  its  great  eitant,  it 
could  be  guarded  by  the  vigilance  of  a  few  active  cmia- 
«ra.  If  to  these  be  added  colonie*  of  civiliied  blacka, 
planted  in  commandiag  silustions  along  that  cosat,  no 
slave  ship  could  posaibly  escape  detection  ;  and  tbna 
the  aecurily,  a*  well  aa  the  enhanced  profit  which  now 
eheriab  thia  illicit  tnide,  would  be  eflectuall;  cooater- 
acled.  Sneh  coionies,  by  diflnaing  a  taata  for  legiti- 
maie  commerce  among  tha  native  tribe*  of  that  frnitflil 
continent,  would  gradually  daatroy  among  them  alaa 
the  only  incentive  of  a  IniEe  which  has  hitherto  ren- 
dered alt  African  labor  inaecnie,  and  spread  deaola- 
tion  over  one  of  the  moat  besatiful  regions  of  the 
globe.  The  colonica,  and  the  armed  veaiala  employed 
in  watching  the  African  coaat,  while  they  co-oparalad 
alike  in  the  cause  of  bumanity,  would  aSbrd  t«  each 
other  mntnal  succor. 

There  is  a  single  coikiiderslion,  however,  added  (a 
the  pracediog  view  of  this  anbject,  which  appean  I* 
yoar  committee,  of  itself,  conclaaive  of  the  tendency 
of  the  viawa  of  the  memoriaUsta  to  further  the  opera- 
tion of  the  set  of  the  M  of  March,  1818.  That  act  not 
only  revokes  the  authority  antecedently  given  to  tha 
several  8ute  and  Territorial  governnienta  tu  dispose, 
■a  (hey  pleased,  of  those  African  captivea  who  might 
be  liberated  by  the  tribansli  of  the  United  States,  but 
authoriiea  snd  requires  the  President  to  restore  them 
lo  (heir  native  country.  The  nnaioidable  eon«eqQen«a 
of  thie  just  and  humane  proviiioa  ia,  to  require  some 
preparation  to  be  maJe  fin  their  temporary  aocoor,  an 
being  rdanded  upon  the  African  abore.  And  no  pra- 
paraticm  can  prove  so  coagenial  to  itaown  abjeit,  or  aa 
economical,  aa  regarda  (be  GavaranaDt  charged  with 
Ihia  charitable  duty,  aa  thai  whMt  would  be  txind  in 
a  colony  of  the  free  people  tfoofcw  of  Iba  Uaiiad  Sutaa. 
Suatained  by  the  recommeodationa  erf  atuneroaa  aoei- 
eliea  in  every  part  of  the  United  Slates,  and  the  ap- 
proving voice  of  the  Legislative  Aaaemblias  of  aevenl 
Statea,  without  inquiiiog  into  any  other  tendency  of 
the  object  of  the  memorialiata,  your  committee  do  not 
bedtite  to  pronounce  it  deserving  of  the  countenance 
and  support  of  Ihe  General  Government.  The  eiteat 
to  which  these  shall  be  carried  is  a  question  not  so  ea- 
sily determined. 

The  memorialists  do  not  aak  tha  Oovemment  lo  ••• 
anme  Ihe  juriadiction  of  the  territoij,  or  to  become,  in 
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■117  dcfnse  wh>te*eT,  ira^nuble  for  the  Aitur«  nfctjr 
or  trmnqiiitlitjorilu  cDDieiaplBt*doi>tt>oy.  They  bi*« 
prodantij  thoagbt  Uut  id  citarnal  peace  and  iBCDritjr 
would  b«  noM  efbcliuU^  gnirded  hy  an  ap{>6al  in  iti 
bohair,  to  Ih*  phiJBDthnipj  afttaa  civiliiad  wortd,  and 
t»  tbkt  aeatiinent  of  ntribntin  jottiea  witlt  whkfc 
•11  chiiiteiidain  i«  at  preient  laiaiatad  toiraria  a  mnch 
injure  d  continent. 

Of  the  CoDRlllutianal  power  of  tbe  Gsneial  GoTern- 
jnent  to  grant  the  limited  aid  contampUted  t^  (ha  ac- 
compiDjiag  bill  and  raroluttont,  jonr  committee  pie- 
Bume  there  can  eiiat  no  ihadow  of  doubt;  and  the; 
leave  it  to  a  peiiod  of  greater  national  pioepeiily  to 
<[eterniine  hotr  for  the  aathorit;  of  Congteai,  the  »- 
■otlTMi  of  the  National  OoTOmment,  and  the  vetfaie 
and  happtnew  of  the  Cnitod  Slstei,  will  warrant,  or 
reqnire  it>  eitetiiion. 

Tour  committee  are  loleanilf  enjoined  hj  the  pe- 
euliar  oMeet  «f  their  mat,  anil  invited  by  the  anggea- 
titHMof  tMiBe>nsriBliatt,to  Inquire  into  the  defect*  of 
lk«  aiiatitig  lawl  igalnat  the  Afriean  *la*e  trade.  S* 
loDB  aa  it  ia  in  the  powtr  of  the  Unltad  tttatea  to  pro- 
vida  additional  realtainti  upon  Ihla  odiom  ti«Sc  ttej 
cannot  be  withheld,  cnnabtenfly  with  joatie*  and  tha 
honor  of  ^e  luliob. 

Congreaa  have  heretofore  mMfaed,  with  decided  rep- 
robation, the  authoi*  and  abettori  of  thi*  iniqiutoaa 
eommercB,  in  every  torm  which  it  aaanmei ;  from  lbs 
inception  of  ita  unrighteaOB  purpoie  in  America, 
through  an  (he  gubiequentitogeaof  iti  progreu,  to  iu 
final  coniummation ;  (he  outward  voyage,  the  cruel 
aeizure  and  forcible  abduction  of  the  antbr(iin»[e  Afri- 

n  from  hie  native  home,  and  the  fraudulent  trantfer 


of  the  property  tbui  acquired.    It  may,  howefei 
quBBlioned,  if  a  proper  dia 
gnilt  bu  entered  into  the 


iroper  diacriminalion  of  their  relative 
into  the  tnetiaDre  of  pnniabnienl  an- 
nexed to  theae  criminal  acta. 

ITour  committee  cannot  perceive  wherein  (he  oflence 
of  kidnapping  an  nnoflendiog  inhabitant  of  a  fbreign 
ooantry;  of  chaining  him  down  for  a  aeriea  of  day*, 
weeki,  and  month*,  alnidat  the  dyin;  and  the  dead,  to 
tlifl  putil«iitl«lfaoldofa«la*eihip;  of  ooufgiunghim, 
if  ha  chance  to  lire  ont  the  vt^age,  to  perpetna] 
■lavery,  in  a  remote  and  anknown  kod,  differ*  in  ma> 
hgnity  fhim  piraoy,  orwhy  anUdarpottkhmenlehoold 
fbUow  the  one,  than  the  other  eruDa. 

On  the  other  hand,  tte  porohaaa  of  (he  nnfbrtanbta 
Afiicaii,  alter  hi*  aBlargemeat  from  the  floatitig  dnn- 
gpon  which  waft*  Un  to  the  l<>rei|ii  market,  however 
enmiaal  in  itaci^  and  jA  mote  !■  ita  (andeiMy  to  en- 
coortge  thi*  abominable  trafk,  yield*  in  atrocity  to  tbe 
Tioleot  leiaare  of  hi*  peraoo,  bia  mdden  and  unpr*' 
pared  aeparation  from  hi*  ftmily,  hi*  kindred,  hi* 
Aiendi,  and  hi*  couDtty,  followed  by  all  the  boiroia  of 
die  middle  paaaage.  Are  diere  not  united  in  thi* 
offence  all  that  ia  moat  iniqaitoiu  in  theft,  mo*t  daring 
)n  robbery,  and  crnel  ia  murder  1  It*  coniequence  (o 
die  victim,  if'  ha  lurviveti ;  to  the  country  which 
ceivea  hira  ;  and  to  that  from  which  he  i*  torn, 
■like  diaaatroua.  If  tbe  internal  war*  of  Aftiea,  and 
Ihrir  deaotatjng  effect,  may  be  impnttd  to  the  ilai 
trade,  and  that  the  greater  part  of  then)  moat,  canni 
now  be  qoeitioned,  thi*  crime,  conaidered  in  Hi  re- 
motes *«  well  ai  io  proximate  conaequeace*,  is  the 
veiy  darkeat  in  th«  wbole  eatalogve  of  hnman  iniqai- 
tie* ;  and  ita  anibor*  ahould  be  ragardcd  aa  Aeitfi  W- 

fa  piopadDg  to  the  Hbtiaa  of  Bepwaamtivwt  to 
adu  anGh  patt  of  (hi*  o&Ma  ■*  ecnan  npen  A» 
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.  piracy,  your  eomml(tee  are  anlmited,  not  ^ 
the  deaire  of  minifeating  to  the  world  the  horror  with 
which  it  ii  viewed  by  the  American  people ;  but,  by 
the  confident  expectation  of  promiiing,  by  thi*  exam- 
ple, it*  more  ceriiu'n  pnniahment  by  all  nation*;  anff 
Ita  abiotute  and  final  extinction. 

May  it  not  be  belreved.tfaatwhenthen'lioleciviHzsd 
world  ahall  hivii  denounced  (he  ilava  trade  a*  piracy, 
it  will  beco(ne  a*  unfrequent  as  any  other  apede*  of 
(hat  otfenee  agaiuit  tbe  lew  of  nation*!  Is  it  unrea- 
■obrUo  (o  auppose,  that  negotiation  will,  widi  greater 
fitcdiity,  introdace  into  that  law  inch  a  proviiioi]  •ril 
here  propo«ed,  when  it  ehall  have  been  already  Incor- 
porated  in  (he  aepante  code  of  each  Btate! 

Tbe  marfiima  Power*  of  the  Cfarialiao  world  havV, 
at  length,  concurred  In  pronouncing  aentenee  of  con- 
demmetion  agsiflrf  thi*  traffic  The  United!  8(at«B 
having  ted  the  way  in  fertoiof  Ah  decree,  owe  It  to 
themaelve*  not  to  follow  the  reit  of  mankind  in  pRM 
moling  it*  vigOTOQB  execution. 

Ifit  abould  be  objected  th«t  (be  legialKtion  ofCoU;- 
greM  wootd  be  parUat,  and  i(a  benefit*,  fbr  a  tifae  *t 
leoit,  local  it  may  be  replied,  that  the  Coni(((tit!onat 
power  of  the  OovemmeBt  b«j  aheadybeen  exercbed' 
•"defining  the  crime  of  piracy,  in  necordance wtft 

nitar  aHalogiec,  to  that  which  the  commi(tee  have 
fought  to  trBC«  between  thi*  general  ofienee  q[<nut 
the  peace  of  nation*  and  the  ilava  trade. 

In  many  of  tbe  foreign  treatie*,  ai  weH  *a  in  thr 
law*  of  tbe  United  Stalea,  aiamptei  *i*  to  be  found, 
of  pirade*,  which  aie  not  coguiiabla,  a*  »ueh,  by  the 
tribunal*  of  all  nationa.  Such  i*  the  nnavoidabh  cott- 
■equeuce  of  any  eierciie  of  the  authority  of  Congreaa, 
to  define  and  puni*b  Ibii  crime.  The  deCoilion  and 
the  puniibmeot  can  bind  the  United  State*  alone. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate,  making  farther  provisioi)  for 
(be  eierciae  of  ihia  Conititution*]  power,  being  now 
beftire  the  House  of  Repreaentativea,  yonr  committee 
hef  leave  to  offer  aoch  an  amendment  of  it*  proviaiona,' 
1*  ahall  attain  tfao  taat  oiijOot  which  (bey  have  pre- 


Mr.  Mbscbr,  from  tbe  commiitee  on  thii  EHb- 
ject  of  the  s1biy  trade,  also  reported  amendments 
-  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  eotltted  "An  act  W 

itinae  in  force  'An  act  to  protect  the  commerce 
of  the  United  States,  and  punish  the  crime  of  pi- 
racy ;  and  also  to  make  further  pioTision  for  ^n- 
ishing  the  ciLme  of  piracy:"  which  were  commit* 
led  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which  the 
said  bill  is  commuted.  The  amendments  are  aa 
follows : 
After  the  third  section  of  the  bill,  iB*eit  tbe  Mowing 


ny  of  any  foreign  ahip  or  veaael  engaged  in  the  ilan' 
trade,  or  any  penon  whatever,  being  of  the  a«w  m 
■hip'i  company  of  any  ship  or  VBictl  owned  In  wh(te 
or  m  part,  or  navigated  for  or  in  behalf  of  any  dlizen 
or  citiMaa  of  the  United  State*,  ihaH  land,  from  any 
tuch  ship  or  veciel,  abd,  on  any  foreign  ihore,  (aize 
any  negro  or  mnlaUo,  not  held  to  lervice  or  latMr  by 
the  law*  of  either  of  (be  State*  or  Torritoriea  of  the 
United  Btatea,  with  intent  (o  make  aacb  negro  or  mD< 
latta  a  alave,  01  ahall  decoy,  or  fordbly  bring  or  cany, 
or  ahall  reeoive  raeh  negro  or  mnlatto  on  board  any 
woA  Mp  or  vaaael,  wi(h  infant  a*  afcmajd,  sack  CM* 
MB  or  p«tan  *h«U  be  adjndfBd  a  phata,  and,  M  <**• 


yCoOi-^lc 


mi 


HISTORY  07  CQKORBSa 


H.OPR. 


Wattm  Land  TiOet. 


Mat.  1890. 


tietian  thercor,  befiin  th*  circuit  court  of  tho  Unitad 
SUtei  for  Ow  diitriet  wlicTun  ba  maj  be  bionfht  or 
faDDil,  iball  Hitter  dttlh. 

Ank  be  it  further  enaeUd,  Tb«t  if  *vj  citiMH  of 
the  United  Builei,  boing  of  tbe  crew  or  ibip'i  eompmj 
of  in;  fareign  ■bip  ot  tbmcI  ecgagad  in  tha  ilaia  trade, 
•I  any  penoD  wh>ta*ar,  baiog  of  Ibe  craw  or  ahip'a 
company  of  any  abip  or  *uaal  owned  wbotl;  or  in 
piit,  or  Darigited  far  and  in  behalf  of  my  diiian  or 
ciUwna  of  tba  Unilud  Slilet,  tbill  forcibly  coafioe  or 
detain,  or  siii  or  abet  in  forcibly  confining  or  delain- 
iag,  on  board  aach  ibip  oi  >c»a],  any  nagro  or  mu- 
latto not  held  (0  aanice  by  the  law*  of  eitber  of  Ibe 
Bute*  or  Territoriea  of  tha  United  SUtea,  with  intent 
to  make  aacb  nef  ro  or  mulatto  a  alaie,  or  iball,  on 
Iwaid  any  lucb  abip  or  vaaael,  offei  or  attempt  to  ioll, 
•a  a  alave,  any  negro  or  mnlatto  not  held  to  aarrice  aa 
•fbreaaid,  or  ihall,  on  Ibe  high  aeaa,  or  anywhere  on 
tide  water,  traoifsr,  or  delirei  oin,  to  any  ibip  or  *ea- 
Mi,  any  nagro  or  mulatto  not  held  to  aeriica  aa  afare' 
•aid,  with  intent  to  make  lach  oegro  or  mulatto  a 
daTe,  or  ahall  land,  or  dcli<rer  on  ahore.  from  on  board 
any  auch  ibip  or  Te*Ml,  any  aueb  negro  or  molatio, 
vith  intent  to  make  lale  o^  oi  having  preiriouily  eold 
mch  negro  or  mulatto  ai  a  alave,  anch  citiien  <u  per- 
son ahall  be  adjudged  a  [drale,  and,  on  ooavietjan 
thereof,  bclbrs  the  circuit  court  of  tbe  United  Slalei  for 
the  diatrict  wherein  ha  aball  be  brought  or  foDad,ahaU 
•afler  death. 

WB6TERN  LAND  TITLBB. 

The  House  iben  resolved  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  OQ  the  bills  for  the  adjustment  of  cer- 
tain bod  titles  in  Louisiana,  Missouri,  and  Ar- 

A  Kreat  deal  of  debate  took  place  on  these  bills, 
which  occupied  tbe  remainder  of  tbe  d^.  Among 
the  various  motions  made,  and  amendmeDta  of 
fered,  on  tbeae  bills,  the  following  ameudmeut  wu 
ofiered  by  Mr.  SiUKiHS  of  South  Carolina,  rtz ; 

"  And  be  il  furlAer  enaeltd.  That  the  elaima,whe- 
thar  Britiah  or  French,  ibuaded  on  complete  Brttiib 
or  French  granla,  iu  the  State  of  Louiaiana,  reported 

by Coaliy  for  confirmation,  and  racvived  at  the 

land  office  on  or  about  tbe  ISth  July,  iSi5,  be,  and 
the  aame  are  hereby,  confirmed  against  any  claim  on 
Ihepart  of  the  United  Statea." 

This  amendment  Mr.  S.  supported  at  some 
length,  and  with  much  zeal,  on  the  grounds  that 
there  was  no  reason  whjr  an  act  Kbould  baTe  been 
passed  at  the  latest  period  of  tbe  session,  making 
tbe  same  relinquishment  in  &vor  of  Spanish 
claims,  even  bottomed  on  inferior  eridence.  All 
be  wished  was,  to  deal  out  justice,  with  an  even 
band,  to  all  the  olaimuits  under  ttte  diflerent  na- 
ttona  who  had  respectively  held  this  countrjr. 
That  be  well  knew  there  were  various  objec- 
tions urged  to  British  grants — that  thev  contained 
man;  conditions  to  be  performed  by  tne  erantees, 
which  were  contained  m  nearly  all  BritiMi  grants 
to  lands  throughout  the  Southern  Slates  i  which 
condillonx  are  eilher  obsolete  or  void,  as  being 
Impossible,  or  utterly  unfitted  to  the  situation  of 
tbe  country.  That,  at  all  events,  the  conditions 
Were  subsequent  to  the  investiture  of  the  Stales, 
ftod  could  never  be  divested  without  some  regular 
pioceeding,  requiring  due  notice  to  all  the  graji- 
tMa,aad«  tiiai  of  their  tights.    Ihey  could  never 


be  otherwise  forfeited  by  tbe  law*  of  any  civilized 
country.  But,  he  said,  it  is  urged  most  warmly 
that,  by  a  condition  contained  in  the  Treaty  of 
17S3,  by  which  Great  Britain  yielded  this  coun* 
try  to  Spain,  all  British  aubjecla  owning  land 
were  compelled  to  settle  or  sell  their  claims  within 
eighteen  montbs.  This  is  ime ;  but  it  is  equally 
true  that,  if  from  the  value  of  tbe  possessions,  the 
proprietots  should  not  be  able  to  dispose  of  their 
tana,  ^-i  ttien  it  is  expressly  stipulated  by  the 
Spanish  Oovemment  that  it  would  grant  a  pro- 
longation of  tbe  time  proportioned  to  the  end. 
Now,  sir,  will  the  Committee  consider  the  state 
of  the  country  at  that  time;  scarcely  settled  at  all, 
or  at  any  rate  at  but  very  few  points,  and  the  des- 

Eotism  and  caprice  of  the  Spanish  Gioveniment  for- 
tdding,  rather  than  inviting,  seltlementsi  Could 
they  have  sold  then  7  Can  any  eentleman,  in 
his  sober  senses,  dream  of  a  posaibiBiy  of  selling? 
Well,  sir,  as  soon  as  the  country  be^n  to  be  set- 
tled, so  as  to  enhance  the  value  of  lands,  the  Span- 
ish Governor,  without  anyregnrd  to  British  elumi, 
OS  expressly  secured  by  the  treaty,  b^n  to  re- 
graoi  tbe  land,  and  to  enable  all  sorts  of  peo^ 
to  obtain  orders  of  survey,  coDcessims,  permissions 
to  settle,  dtc.,  of  this  very  land ;  and  thus  have 
these  unfortunate  claimants  been  first  tantalized 
with  the  hope  of  selling,  but  acloally  prevented 
from  so  -doing ;  and  very  many  just  claimants, 
some  of  whom  I  have  the  pleasure  to  know  in 
South  Carolina,  have  been  continually  defeated 
in  their  continual  efforts,  either  to  sell  or  to  pos- 
sess these  valuable  lands.  It  has,  1  know,  said 
Mr.  S.,  been  asseiled  that  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment did  give  a  further  time — some  say  three 
years,somefive,someone  time,  and  some  another; 
for  all  British  claimants  to  come  in  and  .settle  or 
sell,  ica.  But  where  is  the  evidence  of  tbisl  Are 
hundreds  of  claimants  to  be  divested  of  their  sa- 
cred rights  upon  mere  reports,  without  any  rea- 
sonable or  legal  DOtice,  or  any  notice  at  all,  of  the 
progress  of  anv  proceeding,  if  any  such  ever  did 
eiist  t  But  what  has  operated  with  the  most  in- 
justice, and  is  most  complained  of  by  British  claim- 
ants, is,  that  yoa  have,  by  your  laws,  appointed 
commissioner*  to  receive  evidence  of  all  claims, 
and  to  report  auch  as  appeared  just  to  Con^res* 
fOT  confirmation.  Under  this  legislation,  British 
claimants  have  filed  their  evidence,  which  has 
been  rendered,  and  whilst  you  have  confirmed 
Spanish  claims,  bottomed  on  evidence  quite  infe- 
rior, and  liable  to  fraud,  you  have  utterly  neslected 
complete  British  grants^  although  regularly  filed 
and  all  the  legal  requisites  complied  with.  Sir, 
said  he,  this  subject  was,  two  years  ago,  thought 
to  be  of  such  importance,  that,  by  a  resolution  of 
this  House,  you  required  the  Secretary  of  tbe 
Treasury  to  report,  at  the  next  succeeding  session. 
B  plan  for  the  proper  adjusii&ent  of  claims  of  all 
kinds.  (Here  Mr.  S.  required  the  Clerk  to  rend 
tbe  report.]  This  report,  sir.  is  submitted  to  tha 
Committee  to  show,  that,  after  tbe  most  mature 
investigation,  a  bill  wa*  reported,  adjusting  all 
British  claims  as  well  as  Spanish  and  Froich. 
This  was  just  and  right,  but  you  find  ihis  bill 
■oduIkiw  or  othw  gol  rid  of,  and  a  bill  rqwrted 
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in  fitTor  of  Spanish  clajm!',  which  tbs  passed. 
Mr.  S.  concluded,  by  sayiag,  that  his  amendmenl 
only  went  to  Telinquish  Che  claim  of  the  United 
States  to  lands  covered  by  British  grants,  and  then 
to  leave  the  parties  to  their  legal  remedies,  in  the 
courts  where  there  were  conflicting  claims.  It 
was  a  reasonable  amendment,  and  tte  hoped  it 
would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  S.  was  ansvrered  by  Mr.  Clay,  (Speaker,) 
Mr.  BcTLXR,  Mr.  Holmes,  and  Mr.  Camfbbul, 
to  whom  be  replied. 

The  Broendmenl  was  however,  rejected.  The 
bills  were  reported  to  the  House,  but  not  finally 


TuNDAT,  May  9. 

Mr.  WiLt-iAMB,  of  North  CaroHoa,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing 
the  settlement  of  the  accounts  between  the  United 
States  and  Richard  O'Brien,  lale  American  CoO' 
snl  at  Algiers,"  reported  the  same,  with  an  amend- 
ment ;  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a  CotnnutiM 
of  the  Whole  to-monow. 

Mr.  Stobrs,  froin  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  appoint- 
ment orcMnmiMioncrs  to  lay  onithe  road  thnein 
mentioned,"  reported  the  same,  without  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  provi- 
ding for  the  preservation  and  repair  of  the  Cum- 
berland road. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  concur  in  the  fourth,  fifth,  sixth. 
and  seventh,  and  disagree  to  the  flrst,  second,  ana. 
third  amendmeats  of  this  House  to  the  bill  from" 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  additiooal 
land  offices  in  the  Slateof  Alabama."  They  also 
concur  in  the  second,  third,  fourth,  and  fiAh  of  the 
smendments  of  this  House  to  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  inhab- 
itaticsof  the  City  of  Washington,  and  to  repeal  all 
acts  heretofore  passed  for  that  purpose,"  and  dis- 
agree to  the  first  of  the  amendments  to  the  said 
hnl,  and  ask  a  conference  upon  the  subject  of  the 
disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  said 
it%t  amendment,  to  which  conference  they  have 
appointed  managers  on  their  part.  They  have 
passed  Ulls  of  this  House  of  the  following  titles, 
to  wit :  An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  settlers  in 
the  State  of  Illinois,  who  re«ide  within  the  Vin- 
eennes  land  district ;  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Angus 
O.  Fnuter,  and  others;  and  An  act  to  amend 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  pub- 
licaAn  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  with  amendments  to  each.  They 
have  also  passed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit : 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  Lewis  H.  Querlain ;  and 
An  act  Co  limit  the  term  of  office  of  certain  o&- 
cers  therein  named,  and  for  other  purposes;  in 
which  amendments,  and  cwo  bills,  they  ask  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consido'  the  message 
from  the  Senate  announcing  their  diaagnement  to 


the  first  amendment  of  this  House  to  the  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  incorporate  the  iu habitants  of  the 
City  of  WashiogtoD,  and  Co  repeal  all  acts  hereto- 
fore passed  for  that  purpose,"  and  asking  a  confer- 
ence on  the  said  amendmeoC ,  whereupon  it  was 
resolved,  that  this  House  do  agree  to  the  confer* 
ence  asked  by  the  Senate  on  the  amendment  afore- 
said, and  that  managers  be  appointed  to  attend  the 
same  on  their  part.  Messrs.  Kent,  Cobb,  and 
McLane,  of  Delaware,  were  appointed  the  said 
managers. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
bills  of  this  House  of  the  following  titles  to  wit: 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  settlers  in  the  State 
of  Illinois,  who  reside  within  the  Vincennes  land 
district;  and  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Angus  O. 
Frazer,  and  others,  were  severally  concurred  in 
by  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  of  thia  House 
entitled  an  act  to  alter  the  times  of  the  session  of 
the  circuit  and  district  courts  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  with  an  amendment.  They  have  also 
passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  village  of  Peoria,  in  the  State 
of  Illinois;"  in  which  amendment  and  bill  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Bills  Irom  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles^  to 
wit;  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Lewis  H.  Gueriam ; 
an  act  to  limit  the  term  of  office  of  certain  offlcera 
therein  named,  and  for  other  purposes;  and  an  act 
for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  village  of 
Peoria,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  weresevetally  read 
twice,  aod  referred;  the  first  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  the  second  to  the  Committee  on  the>Judi- 


The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the  times  of  the  ses- 
sion of  the  circuit  and  district  courts  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,"  was  read,  and  concurred  in  by 
the  House. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  for  the  ad- 
justment of  land  claims  in  the  Slate  of  Lonisiaaa, 
and  Teiritorr  of  Missouri,  and  the  question  which 
was  dependmg  yesterday  at  the  time  of  adjourn- 
ment, again  recurred,  to  wit:  That  tbe  said  bill 
be  poetponed  until  the  first  day  of  the  next  session 
of  Congrese;  and  being  put,  it  passed  in  theaffirm- 
Btive :  whereupon, 

Mr.  Cobb  moved  that  the  House  do  reconsidet 
the  said  vote ;  which  motion  was  rejected. 

(h-dered,  That  the  bill  fVom  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  for  the 
adjustment  of  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Louis- 
iana," be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Parker,  of  Virginia,  submitted  the  follow-' 
iog  resolution: 

Jtaotftd,  by  the  Senate  and  Houte  of  Sepneenia- 
Hut  of  the  United  Staiei  of  America  in  Congrttt  «• 
ttntbled.  That  the  Prasidaot  of  the  Scnstc,  for  the 
time  baing,  and  the  Speikar  of  the  Houu  of  Repre- 
iiBlativM  be,  and  thay  are  hereby,  aDlhoriwd  sad 
ampowered  to  ailjodrn  Ibeir  lespeetiva  Hotuci,  ajne 
die,  on  Friday,  iha  IStb  day  of  the  pfceent  nkoMh ; 
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•nd  that  I^b  TMoiation  bentofbre  puMd,  ■ntboibing 
■a  *JjoDrnm«iit  oD  tbe  I61I1  initiDt  ba,  uid  tbe  ««liM 
it  hereby,  moiniled  and  mtde  >oid. 

The  resolulion  being  read,  the  question  wu 
lakEO,  Will  the  House  now  proceed  to  considec 
the  same?  and  deienmoed  in  the  neptiTe. 

COL0N12AT10W  SOCIETY. 

Mr.  Mebceb,  from  the  oammtltee  on  the  subject 
of  the  slave  trade,  reported  a  bill  to  incorporate  the 
American  Society  for  colonizing  the  free  people 
of  color  of  the  United  States ;  vhich  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  The  bill  iE  as  follows  : 
A  Bill  la  JDcorponle  tha  AmericaD  Society  for  a>loai- 

ling  the  toe  paople  of  color  of  ths  United  State*. 

Bi  itmachdyJcc.,  ThatBuihrod  Wiiblngton,  Wit> 
Uam  H.  Cranroid,  Henrj  Clay,  John  Manm,  Henrj 
Foxall,  SU^en  B.  Balch,  Jamei  Laurie,  ObadUh  B. 
Brown,  WiUiam  Wilmer,  William  Hiwley,  Walttr 
Jane*,  Thoma*  Dougherty,  Jacob  Hoffman,  Frsnda  8. 
K«T,  Henry  Aibton,  William  Thornton,  Eliaa  B. 
CMdwell,  Richard  Smith,  and  John  Underwaod,  and 
otlnn,  componngtheiodety  in  Lhe  DiMrietof  Colnm- 
Ma  jeiiominaled  the  American  Societf  for  colonizing 
tbft  frea  people  of  cotor  of  the  United  State*,  and  their 
tleetieow,  daly  elecUil  in  the  manner  hereinafter 
Btentioned,  be,  and  the;  are  herebj,  con*liUited  and 
dtckied.  to  be  a  bodj  poKtic  and  eoTpmal*,  bj  the 
BUM  and  title  of  the  American  Soeiely  far  cukuibing 
tbafiM  people  of  color  of  the  United  Slatti. 

Sao.  3.  And  be  it  fvriiur  eaaeltd.  That  aatd  eor* 
poiation  be  anthoriied  and  empawered  to  take  and 
TCcaiie  any  lun  01  luma  of  money,  or  other  property, 
real  and  persenal,  of  any  kind  or  natora  nhicb  ihaU 
or  aiy  bereallei  be  giien,  granted,  or  btqaeathed  t« 
the  aaid  corporation,  by  any  penon  or  peinna,  bodiea 
politic  01  oorporale,  capable  of  making  auch  gift  or 
bMDB)t :  Prandtd,  That  money  or  olber  property  be 
laid  om  ar  diapoaed  of  for  the  nac  and  benefit  of  taid 
corporatian,  aeeerding  to  the  intention  of  the  donora. 

Sic.  3.  And  bt  it  further  tnacttd.  That  the  aald 
Mnwration,  hereby  created,  ahail  bare  Italt  power  and 
anuioHty  to  fill  all  Ticiaciea  which  may  happen  in 
their  nnuber;  to  make,  ordiJn,  end  eetririiah,  and 
(■tcsW,  BDch  by-lawa  and  erdinancee  aanny  b«  drcm- 
ai'OMftlllodleeedety,  and  thaeame  to  riter,  ameod, 
•■d  itMOcMa  at  pleaaue;  to  make,  have,  and  uae  a 
wnmao  leal,  and  the  aame  Id  break,  altar,  aad  renew 
M  (teaaon  1  to  appoint  aach  odSeera  and  agents  aa 
■ay  b*  reqnif  ad  tot  the  management  of  the  eonMini 
of  the  a^aociety,  and  to  aaaign  them  tbeir  dutka; 
and,  generally,  to  provide  for  tha  liaoaaetion  of  all 
bwa(n«»i  appertaining  to  »id  aodety :  ProeuM,  That 
BO  by-law,  inle,  or  ordinance,  of  the  aaid  co^ralion 
■ball  be  made  rqtagnant  to  the  law*  of  the  Diatiid  of 
Odnmlni. 

Bio.  4.  And  be  it  furthtr  eaaeltd.  That  there  iball 
be  an  annual  meeting  of  the  mamben  of  aaid  corpora, 
tiaa,  at  such  time  and  place  a*  the  proper  officcra  of 
■aid  corporation  may  appoint,  of  which  due  notice  shall 
be  giien  in  one  or  more  of  the  nenapaper*  pnbliihed 
1b  the  Diatriet  of  Colunbia ;  at  wbieb  time  and  place 
lb«  UMBber*  preaent  ahall  ^ect  or  ehooae  the  oneera 
of  the  Soetaty,  to  aerve  far  one  year  cnaning 
riectian,  and  antil  ailwra  ahall  ba  alected,  and  coi 
lo >ene  in  ttaar  plaoe* )  bat  tlw  prMsntoffieenoftba 
xaaty  maj  aerre  till  tlia  next  ani  ''' 

olhan  be  appeiptod  or  cboaan. 


Sic.  G.  And  be  it  fiirtitr  enaded.  That  the  raid 
corporation  alull  not  engage  in  any  banking  openH 
tiona  i  and  that  the  charter  hereby  granted  ifaall  ha 
liable  to  ba  amended,  altered,  or  repealed,  at  all  thnea 
hereafter,  by  the  CongreH  of  the  United  State*. 
SLAVE  TRADE. 

Mr.  Mercer,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
resolutions  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  negotiate  with  foreign  Oorernments  on 
the  means  01  effecting  an  entire  abolition  of  the 
African  slave  trade,  and  for  other  purposra ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  (o  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  last  mentioned.  The  resolntions  are 
as  follows : 

Beiohed,  by  the  Senmit  and  Houee  of  Repraetil»- 
tiva  of  the  Imiied  Statu  q/*  ^InienEa  in  Congnu  ot- 
lembled.  That  the  Preaiilent  be  requested  ta  coaanlt 
and  negotiate  with  all  the  Government*,  where  Min- 
iater*  of  the  United  Sute*  are,  or  ihall  be  accretlilad, 
on  the  mesne  of  effecting  an  entire  and  immediate 
■bolitioQ  of  the  African  elate  trade. 

Retohtd,  ire.  That  the  PrMident  be  requcated  to 
aaler  into  a  atipulation  or  {i>rBnl  declatation,  with  the 
■everaluarhime  Power*,  recogniiitigthaindepeBdeaee 
and  perminent  neutrality  of  any  coloay  of  the  &«• 
paople  of  color  of  the  Unhed  SlaUe,  wbkA  ahall  be 
a*liJ>li*had  on  tha  wcatem  ooa*t  of  Airiea. 

Metohtdt  4c.  That  the  Preaidant  be  reqaestad,  itt 
auch  u*e  a*  he  nay  dseia  it  aipadient  to  make  of  tha 
pnblic  ahipa  of  the  United  Blateei  to  adbrd  evtij  aid, 
not  Inconaident  with  tha  public  wel&re,  to  the  efiorta 
of  the  American  Society  for  coloaiiing  the  frea  peoplo 
of  color  of  the  United  Statca,  upon  the  wealcrn  coaat 
of  Africa. 

PUBLICATION  OF  THE  LAWS. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  from 
the  House  for  regulating  the  publication  of  Ac 
laws,  were  taken  up. 

On  this  subject  there  was  some  debate.  Measrs. 
PiHDALL  and  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  opposed 
the  amendments,  (which  go  to  enlarge  the  bill, 
and  extend  the  sphere  of  publication)  and  Messra. 
Foot  and  Holmes  supported  the  amendments. 

Mr.  ANDEHBONwaEin  favor  of  the  smeodments, 
but  he  was  opposed  to  the  whole  bill,  and  deau- 
ous  to  leave  tne  law  as  it  now  stands.  He,  ther^ 
fore,  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely. 

A  good  deal  of  debate  took  idace  on  this  motJon, 
in  whif^h  Messrs.  Pindall,  RoaeitTSair,  Rbka,    ' 
Batehan,  Floyd,  and  Tayloh,  tool  pwt. 

The  question  on  indeGnite  postponement  waa 
decided  in  the  negative — ayes  44;  and  then  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  tvere  concurred  in. 
SPANISH  TREATT. 


To  Iht  Hook  of  Eeprttenlalipet  of  the  Otihd  Slate*  > 
I  communicate  to  Congreaa  a  carrenpondence  whidk 
ha*  taken  place  between  the  Secretary  of  State  and 
d)e  Envoy  Etttaordinary  and  Miniater  Plenjpotail* 
tisiy  of  Hii  Cathi^ic  Majeaty,  since  the  Hesaagn  of 
the  37th  March  laal,  reepeetlng  the  treaty  which  «■■ 
concluded  between  the  United  Statea  and  Spain,  •« 
the  )3d  February,  1810. 

After  the  Culon  of  Hia  Catholie  Haittj,  iat  aa 


^yCoOi-^lc 


HMTOET  OP  OOBTGRESB. 


ilSlS 


May,! 


RevotvUoiurf  Pmaknt. 


H.( 


tone  a  time,  la  ntify  tha  tiMty,  It  nw  eipecUd  ihM 
this  Minwtar  atonld  hne  Irought  witli  him  tba  nt& 
.caliMi ;  or  that  ba  would  have  ba«n  *atlu)ria«d  to  give 
•n  ordai  tat  Ifae  dalirwy  of  liia  tenitecj  csded  ly  it 
to  tha  United  Statea.  It  sppeara,  honavsi,  that  Utg 
tiaw^  ia  ilill  QmtiSed,  and  that  tlia  If  uuatai  haa  no 
anthorit];  to  aoneuder  the  UttiUtrj.  Tbo  objsct  ot 
his  miHlaQ  haa  baen  to  make  complamti,  and  to  d»- 
tnand  oiplanationa  ntptt\.\n%  an  imputed  sjttam  of 
hoatilit;,  on  tha  part  orcitizena  of  the  Unitad  6(alea, 
•giind  ths  eubjecli  and  dominioni  of  Spain,  and  in 
unfriendly  policy  in  their  Government,  and  to  obtain 
new  atipolitiona  anrost  theu  alleged  injuries,  as  the 
eondhioD  on  whteh  tbe  treaty  ahonld  bo  rstified. 

Unexpected  u  aach  compliinta  and  aucb  a  demand 
wera,  under  existing  circumilinces,  It  naa  thought 
fiayi,  withoqt  compromitting  the  GoTernment,  as  (o 
the  coDrse  to  be  pnraoed,  to  meet  them  promptly,  and 
to  giro  die  exptanatioDi  dial  were  desired,  on  erery 
•nbjacl,  with  the  DtmMt  candor.  The  reaitlt  haa 
proved,  what  waa  aoffideotly  well  known  before,  that 
the  charge  of  a  systematic  hostility  being  adopted  and 
IS  of  the  United  Statea,  against  the 


ealieiM,  te  rati^  the  treaty ;  but  itiU  he  leavea  hint 
firae  either  to  adopt  that  meaantc  or  to  decIiM  it.  H« 
admit!  thai  the  other  obfeotioQs  an  aaseaM^  i^ 
moved,  and  wilt  not,  in  tliems«li«a,  pmeDt  the  nM> 
Mlion,  provided  the  ditBenhy  od  the  thin]  aoint  ft 
■irKennted.  The  tesnlt  (benlbie  ia,  A*t  the  tMalr 
is  declared  to  have  no  obligMiaa  «dMtaT«r;  ifaat  id 
ratification  is  made  to  depend,  ^oc  on  the  oeBaids^ 
tian«  which  lad  to  its  adoptiui,  and  the  condiHona 
_l:.i.  :.  coDiain^  bnt  on  a  new  article,  ubcouccImI 


t,  reipeoliog 


w  negotiattok  n 


Sarsned  by  ciliieas  of  the  United  States,  against  the 
Dminion*  and  snbJMta  Of  ^e&i,  is  utterly  dastitnte 
of  ibundatton;  and  thai  thaii  QevernNcM,  m  ajt  its 
ie-«iiobes,  hn  iqaialafiud  with  the  utmost  rigor  that 
joantrality,  in  the  civil  war  betwem  Spain  and  the 
cdoaies,  which  they  were  the  first  to  declare.  No 
fi»ce  has  been  colkcted,  nor  incBraions  made  from 
within  the  United  Statei,  against  the  dominions  of 
Spain;  nor  have  any  naval  ei^uipmenti  been  pfrnit- 
tad,  in  favor  of  eilhar  party,  egatnit  the  other.  Their 
citlzene  have  bean  warned  of  the  obligation!  incident 
to  the  neutral  condition  of  their  coumry;  the  public 
«lGeen  have  been  initnicted  to  see  that  the  Jaws  were 
ftlthfhlly  executed ;  and  aevere  examples  have  been 
made  of  some  who  violated  them. 

In  regard  to  the  sUpalation  proposed,  as  the  condi- 
tion of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  (hat  the  United 
Statea  shall  abandon  the  tight  to  recognise  the  revo- 
lutiooaiy  colooirs  in  South  America,  or  Id  form  otber 
lelstions  with  them,  when,  in  their  judgment,  it  mn 
he  just  and  expedient  «o  to  da,  it  is  manifeslly  so  re- 
pogaanl  to  Uie  haoer,  and  even  to  the  iod^raDdence 
of  the  United  Stales,  that  it  has  becu  imposaUe  le 
dlacass  it.  In  »>»fc-i>^  this  proposal,  it  is  petoeiTad, 
that  His  Catholic  Majesty  has  anlitielj  misconecivsd 
the  prine)[dee  on  which  this  Government  hss  acted, 
in  being  a  pulf  lo  a  nacoliatien,  so  loqg  prplraelaii, 
ia*  clainu  ao  well  ibuaded  and  naionabla,  as  h»  liha- 
iiiae  bu  the  saoiflses  wluoh  the  United  Stales  ha<C 
made,  eomptraliiely,  with  Spain,  in  tlu  UmSj,  to 
which  it  ia  proposed  to  annex  so  extraordinsiy  and 
improper  ■  condition.  Had  the  Minister  of  Spsin 
ofiered  la  unqualified  pledge  that  the  treaty  should 
be   ratified    by   his   Sovereign,  on  being  msde   ac- 

Jnainted  with  the  eipluatiom  which  had  been  given 
y  this  GoveratneDt,  there  would  have  been  a  strong 
motive  for  accepting  and  submitting  it  to  the  Senate, 
Ar  their  advice  and  consent,  rather  Uian  to  resort  to 
.odier  measures  for  redrwi,  however  juitifiable  and 
proper;  bnt  he  gives  no  such  pledge;  on  tbe  con- 
trary be  dedsras,  explicitly,  thsl  the  leAisat  of  this 
Oovemmenttorriinquiib  the  rigfal  of  judging  and  act- 
ing for  itarif,  hereafter,  according  to  drcumatances,  in 
legard  lo  the  Spanirtk  colonies,  a  right  common  to  all 
nations,  hu  rendeeed  it  inpostible  for  him,  auder  hli 
iastinttians,  to  make  eaeh  eagagemant.  He  thinks 
that  t)i«  SovvKgn  will  ba  inauoad,  by  hia  coBMinni- 


opened,  of  indefiuite  duration  and  doublfiil  it 

Under  Ihia  view  of  the  subject,  the  course  to  be 
pursued  would  appear  to  be  direel  and  obvious,  if  the 
afTairs  of  Spain  had  remained  in  Ihe  state  in  which 
they  vrere  when  the  Minister  asiled.  But  it  is  known 
that  an  inporlant  change  has  lincs  token  place  in  tha 
Government  of  that  country,  which  cannot  fail  to  b« 
aensiMy  Alt  is  its  inlsrcoarse  with  other  netimis. 
Tbe  Minister  of  Spain  has  eaaenlially  deetaed  lua  Vt. 
ahilky  to  ect  in  coDae-yienoe  of  tUl  diange.  With 
hm,  howerver,  under  hie  praeent  powers,  nething  csvU 
he  done.  Tha  altiliide  of  the  Unitad  StaMa  must  aaw 
he  assDOMd  on  Ml  ooMiiianiion  of  what  laJoatA 
«beir  lights,  their  interest,  and  hmicr,  wilbont  riuid 
to  the  powera  or  iadjeate  af  the  Itfa  mimhu.  We 
may,  at  plawurs,  ocenpy  the  twritory  which  was  ia< 
tended  and  provided,  by  ths  late  tie«^,  as  an  iadam> 
nity  for  tosses  so  long  since  sustaiasd  by  our  citixeMi 
bal  still  nothing  could  be  settled  definitively  nitbont 
a  treaty  between  tbe  two  nations.  Is  thia  the  lima  lo 
make  the  preBBursT  If  Ibe  United  States  were  gor- 
emod  by  views  of  ambition  and  aggrandiiameni,  many 
strong  reasons  might  be  given  in  it.  ftvor.  Bnt  they 
have  no  objects  of  that  kind  lo  accompliah!  none 
which  are  not  founded  in  justice,  and  which  can  be  in- 
jared  by  finbearance.  Great  hope  is  entertained  that 
this  change  wiU  pramote  the  bappineae  of  the  Spanhh 
nadon.  Tha  goad  order,  moderation,  and  hnnanitr, 
wbi«h  have  eharaetenaad  tbe  nevemant,  an  die  beit 
goannlMe  ctf  ita  anecaas.  Tha  (tailed  Slataa  wonld 
not  ba  jBMfisd,  m  their  own  etiimalion,  abonld  thar 
take  any  atep  lo  diitub  ii«  hamony.  Whan  Hia 
SpaniA  GovammeBt  is  oomfHtitAt  organiBed,  an  tha 
principles  of  this  change,  as  it  is  axpeotad  it  aoan  wii 
be,  there  is  >uat  groand  te  pseaans  that  oar  diflar- 
encea  with  Spain  wilt  be  speedily  a^d  aatuAotmly 

With  these  remarks  I  submit  it  to  the  wiadomtf 
Congress  whether  it  wilt  not  stiil  be  adriaabla  tapes^ 
pone  any  decision  on  this  subject  until  the  next  iissioj 
JAMES  MONH0B. 

WASHireroa,  Maj/  9,  1890. 

The  Message  and  documeats  were  t(«d,  and 
ordered  to  lie  oti  the  table. 

REVOLUTIOKARr  PBHSIOVa. 

Hi.  Pindall  then  introdaced,  with  some  obser- 
ratioDs,  showing  thegroanda  on  which  he  deemed 
it  neeosaary,  a  jwnt  resobition,  the  object  of  Trhich 
was,  to  declare  that  the  ittstetmcnts  of  Rerolo- 
tionaTy  pensitmB  which  irai  become  due  on  oc 
before  tbe  4lb  dar  of  S^tember,  shonU  be  paid  in 
like  maaaer  as  if  the  act  to  anend  that  actgpaaed 
at  the  present  aesaion,  had  not  become  a  lair. 

The  qneation  to  consider  t]|k  resobtion  vu 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  IhesAr- 
matire — yeas  66,.ney8  67. 

The  letolntion  iraa  then  read  a  second  time. 


Digni2 


^yCoC-^IC 


2219 


HISTOBT  OV  COXOREI^. 


H.  OF  R. 


Oat,  iSStO. 


Ml.  HcLbah,  of  Kentuckv,  mored  to  refei  it 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  make  it  the 
order  of  the  daf  foi  (o-morrov.  Oo  this  motioo 
tbcK  look  place  BOine  debate :  at  length,  th«  veai 
and  nay«  being  ordered,  on  the  luggmtion  of  "Mr. 
TAVLoa,  Hr.  McLiah  witfadrnr  hit  motion  to 
ttve  time.  Hr.  Riio  renewed  the  motion,  and 
Hr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  nipported  it. 

The  yeas  and  naya  were  then  again  ordered  on 
the  qoeation^  on  suggotioD  of  Mr.  Tatlob.  It 
ma  decided  in  Ibe  negative — yeat  79,  naya  62. 

Whereupon,  a  detste  arose,  whico  consumed 
much  time,  on  the  principle  of  the  resolve,  in 
which  debate  the  following  gentlemen  engaged  : 
fbr  1A<  re«oZtitt(M — Messrs.  Tavlob,  Fimdall, 
Mercer,  Suith,  of  Maryland,  Wbitham,  ana 
Wood.  Affamit  it — Messrs.  McLeah,  of  Ken- 
tucky, BoBTON,  Bloohfield,  Simuks,  Bbowh, 
ud  BAaaoDB. 

Those  who  opposed  the  principtea  of  this  reso- 
lution objected,  firs^  to  its  form,  and  the  invasion 
proposed  io  the  ordinary  mode  of  legislation,  in 
suspeading  by  resolution  the  opetation  of  a  law. 
Next,  tbx  resolntion  was  ^ken  of  as  being  in 
cfitet  a  repeal  of  tbe  law  until  the  next  meeting  of 
Congress;  that  the  cause  which  had  just  made  the 
amendatory  law  necessary,  namely,  the  evasions 
and  frauds  under  the  original  law,  required  a  cor- 
rective now  as  much  as  when,  under  that  convic- 
tion, the  amendatory  law  had  passed ;  that  the 
House  was  now  thin,  and  the  attempt  to  suspend 
the  law  was  taking  advantage  of  the  absence  of  to 
considerable  a  portion  of  the  House. 

To  these  objections  it  was  replied,  that  a  joint 
lesolutioQ,  approved  by  the  President,  was  as  much 
a  law  as  in  any  other  form,  and  was  justified  by 
mao)^  precedents  on  the  Statute  book.  The  pro- 
position, it  was  urged,  was  not  to  repeal  a  law,  hut 
to  prevent  the  su^ieasion  of  the  operation  of  the 
peDfioD  law,  by  the  want  of  time  to  re-examine 
all  tiie  eases  before  the  next  semi-annual  payment 
becomes  fue.  As  to  the  frauds  under  the  old  Uw, 
th^  were  very  limited,  it  was  generally  believed, 
and  an  amendment  of  the  resolution  would  obviate 
Uiat  objection.  It  was  further  said,  that  there  was 
every  reason  to  believe  it  would  take  two  years  to 
examine  anew  and  adjudicate  the  pension  cases 
nnder  the  amendatory  taw.  As  to  the  House  being 
thin,  leave  of  absence  had  been  granted  to  the  ab- 
sentees i  and  there  yet  remained  as  appeared  by 
the  last  vote,  one  hundred  and  forty  members, 
which  could  not  be  called  a  small  portion  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  Pabkeb.  of  Virginia,  moved  to  lay  the  res- 
olution upon  the  table ;  which 


lived — yeas  70,  nays  & 


nega- 


.oiMr.  Foot,  the  resolve  was  amended 
ly  anoeiiDK  a  proviso,  that  the  Secretary  of  War 
be  and  hereby  ts  directed  to  suspend  the  payment 
of  the  pension  to  any  person  who,  in  his  opinion, 
is  not  entitled  to  a  pension  under  the  original  act. 

The  question  was  at  length  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nayL  on  ordering  the  resolve  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  and  agreed  to — yeas  85,  nays  67. 

The  House  proceeded  to  coAsider  the  message 
Jtom  the  Senate,  leqiecting  the  ameadments  of 


this  House  to  tbe  bill  for  the  a    _. 

Iain  land  offices.  The  Senate  agrees  to  the 
amendments  of  this  House,  except  that  one  wbick 
proposes  to  establish  an  additional  land  office  ia 
Indiana. 

Mr.  Abdebson  moved  that  this  House  do  recede 
ft-om  this  amendment.  No  hardship  could  resuh 
from  so  doing ;  there  being,  without  this,  already 
three  land  offices  in  Indiana. 

Mr.  HENDBicxa  proposed  that  the  House  do  in- 
sist on  its  amendment,  and  assigned  the  reason  why 
he  thought  it  ought  to  be  insisted  on.  As  to  the 
number  of  land  offices,  he  said  there  were  not  as 
many  as  the  extent  and  population  of  the  StaU 
required ;  and  tbe  Legislature  of  the  State  had, 
by  the  memorial  adojited,  he  believed,  unanimously, 
requested  the  establishment  of  this  office. 

On  the  qnestion  to  recede  from  thisamendment, 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative—yeas  57, 
nays  S3. 


Wepnewat,  May  10. 

Mr.  Shitb,  of  MoTtrland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  in  addiiioB  to 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriationa 
for  the  support  of  Government  for  the  rear  1620 ;" 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committea  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Cdlbbetb,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Leander 
Cathcart,"  reported  the  same  without  amendment, 
and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a  Cotmnittee  ofthe 
Whole. 

The  Sfeakeb  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
his  proceedings  and  expenditure.',  under  the  act 
entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for  tbe 
public  buildings,  and  for  furnisniog  the  Capitol 
and  President's  House;"  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  CoiDinittee  of  Accounts. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tatlob,  a  commitlee  was 
appointed,  iointly  with  such  committee  as  may  be 
appointed  by  tbe  Senate,  to  inquire  and  report 
what  subjects  before  the  two  Houses  are  [Moper  to 
be  acted  on  durinz_the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress: and  Messrs.  TATLOH,  Williams  of  Nonb 
Carolina,  Smitb  of  Maryland,  SeROEAUT,  and 
Lowndes,  were  appointed  of  the  said  committee 
on  the  mrt  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Stbono,  of  New  York,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Raolttd,  That  a  cdmmiltee  bs  appointed  to  asear- 
taia,  and  report  to  the  nait  saaiifo  of  Congieaa,  the 
amount  of  claiou  upon  Ibe  Uailed  States,  in  favor  of 
American  cilisens,  groiriDg  oat  of  tho  lait  war  with 
Great  Briuin,  the  Creak  war,  and  th*  Seminole  wax, 
deaignaliog  ihe  names  of  ibe  claimaDts,  and  tha  asm 
or  luma  which,  in  their  opinion,  ihall  be  equitably  and 
&ir!y  Ju<  to  each:  and,  aa  to  iha  aipedienrj  of  pro- 
lidiDgfor  the  pajmaatof  the  same  by  sn  iiaueof  atock, 

bearing  an  intereal  of per  cenlnm,  per  sanom, 

redeemable  at  the  pleaauie  of  Ihe  United  titatea,  oat 
of  the  proceeda  of  the  aalea  of  the  public  landa. 

The  resolntion  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

OnmotionofMr.N«.aO)t  ofVirginia,  theCom- 
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mlttee  of  Aocoanti  were  aathorized  and  diteeted 
Id  make  the  saaie  allowance  foi  extra  services  to 
each  penon  serTing  this  Hoiue,  as  ms  ^rented  st 
the  end  of  the  last  wssion. 

The  bill  from  ihe  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  snp- 
pJementarv  to  the  sereral  acts  for  the  adjustment 
of  land  enims  in  the  State  of  Looisiana,"  was 
Nad  the  third  time  and  passed. 

A  mesaage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Seiute  intitt  on  their  disaereeinent  to  the 
firat  amendment  proposed  by  this  House  to  the  hill, 
Atitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  clothiagof  (he 
Army  of  the  United  Stalea  in  domestic  manufac- 
tores,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  they  have 
paased  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit:  "An 
act  ID  authorize  the  legal  representatives  of  Eliaha 
Winter  and  William  Winter,  and  the  Attorney 
General,  on  the  p«rt  of  the  United  States,  to  Uke 
the  examination  of  witnesses  by  commission ;" 
and  "An  act  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  com- 
missiouen  tolayoutacanalin  the  State  of  Ohio;" 
in  which  bills  they  ask  the  coneorrence  of  this 

NEXT  UEETINO  OF  CONGRESS. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  on  the  sub- 
ject, introdoced  a  bill  to  fix  the  time  for  the  next 
meeting  of  Congress,  tiz.,  the  second  Monday  in 
NoTeml»er  next,  instead  of  the  first  Monday  in 
December. 

In  assigning  the  reasons  of  the  committee  for 
reporting  lliis  bill,  Mr.  T.  stated  the  number  of 
bills  now  pending  m  this  House,  the  consideration 
of  neatly  tne  whole  of  which  would  be  necessarily 
deferred  to  the  next  session  of  Congress.  Of  bills 
originating  in  the  House,  there  are  now  pending, 
of  a  nublte  nature^  38;  of  a  private  nature,  l6. 
Of  bills  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  there  are, 
of  a  public  nature,  21 ;  of  a  private  nature,  31 — 
making  a  total  number  of  bills  pending,  106. 

The  bill  was  twice  read ;  and,  after  some  little 
debate,  the  question  was  taken  on  ordering  the  bill 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and  decided  in 
the  affitmative  by  the  following  vote: 

Till— Measn.  Adims,  Baker,  DaUwin,  Beeclur, 
BIoomGeld,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Bullet  of 
Loninans,  Cannon,  Caie,  Clagctt,  Clark,  Cocke, 
Cook,  (Jnlbreth,  Cnlpeper,  Cnshoian,  Darlington, 
DewitI,  Edd;,  Ednanli  of  Connecticut,  Ectwarda  of 
P«nnijl*anii,  PoJger,  Foot,  Forrest,  Pollsrton,  OroM 
of  New  York,  Oayoo,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York, 
Hardin,  Hibshman,  Hill,  Holmes.  Haalsttnr,  Jonas  of 
TenneaMe,  Kendmll,  Kinaey,  Kinalsy,  Little,  Lirer- 
Mote,   LfiBSD,   Hallarj,    Marchand,   R.   Mo«re,   " 


Tompkina,  Tracy,  Wallace.  Whitman, and  Wood— 69. 
Nii«— Mutn.  Alexander,  Allen  ofNew  York,  Al- 
len of  Teaneiaee,  Anderaon,  Archer  at  Marylanil, 
Aicher  of  Virginia,  Barbour,  Bateman,  Boden,  Bre- 
vard, Bryan,  Burwetl,  Cobb,  Crafla,  CrawforJ,  Crow- 
ell,  Cntbbert,  Denniaon,  Diekinion,  Earle,  Edwards 
of  North  Carolina,  Fiifaer,  Flojd,  Gross  of  Pean- 
sjlvania.  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Heiitrr,  Johnson, 
Jones  of  VirKiaia,  Linn,  McUuy,  HcCrearjr,  McLane, 
o(  Dalawara,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Meigs,  Metealf, 


Mamv.  Ncale,  Nelson  o{  Masaschnselta,  Nelson  ef 
Virginia,  Parker  of  Virginia,  PsttataoD,  Pindall,  Reed, 
Rich,  Richmond,  Robertson,  Rosi,  Sergeant,  Silabce, 
Simkins,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Tarr,  TerrelC 
Trimble,  Tnekar  of  Virgtata,  Tucker  of  South  Caro- 
tin*, Walkar,  Willtama  of  Virginia,  and  Willianw  af 
North  Carolina— 69. 

The  bill  was  s:absequently  read  a  third  time^ 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 
REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 

The  engrossed  resolution  to  suspend  for  a  limited 
time  the  act  in  addition  to  the  act  "  to  provide  for 
certain  persons  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval  aer- 
vice  of  the  United  States,  in  the  Revulutionarf 
war,"  was  read  the  third  time. 

A  short  debate  took  place  on  the  qtMstion  of  its 
paasage,  in  which  Messrs.  Sihkihb,  Williahi 
of  North  Carolina,  CuLPEPBB,  Albxandsd,  Was- 
FiELD,  and  Pindall,  took  part 

Mr.  Bdtlbb,  of  New  Hampshire,  said,  he  was 
in  favor  of  the  passage  of  Ihe  resolution,  althongh 
he  voted  for  the  law  which  it  is  designed  to  sus- 
pend. Though  he  was  in  favor  of  the  object  ol 
the  law,  he  was  not  satisSed  with  its  form  ;  buL 
inasmuch  as  the  House  had  been  occupied  several 
dajs  on  the  subject,  and  had  rejected  various  prop- 
ositions to  amend  the  law,  he  believed  it  belter  to 
pass  the  bill,  than  to  do  nothing.  It  had  been  rep- 
resented in  the  Hous^  he  said,  that  many  men  of 
influence  were  receiving  a  pension  under  the  law 
of  Marcli,  1618,  and  he  could  not  consent  to  loan 
money  not  lay  a  tax  upon  the  people,  while  sock 
men  were  enjoying  thelwanty  of  the  Govenuneo^ 
contrary  to  the  true  intent  of  the  law  under  which 
they  received  it, 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  voted  for  every  propoai lion 
to  diminish  the  eipenditnres  of  the  QovemmeD^ 
so  as  to  bring  them  within  the  limits  of  the  receipta. 
Taxes  were  odious,  he  said,  to  the  people,  and  he 
would  not  resort  to  them  imless  there  was  an  ab- 
solute necesMty. 

Mr.  B.  said,  he  was  aware  the  law,  which  the 
resolution  proposed  to  suspend,  would  impose  a 
burden  upon  many  honest  and  indigent  soldiers  of 
the  Revolution,  and  delay  them  in  obtaining  the 
just  reward  of  tneir  country,  and  he  was,  therefor^ 
disposed  to  suspend  the  law,  that  they  might  haTe 
lime  to  comply  with  its  requisites.  He  said,  he 
had  expected  the  law  would  have  been  modified 
by  the  Senate,  but  bewas  disappointed,  and  could 
not,  tbeiefore,  vole  against  the  resolution,  as  it 
would  render  tbe  act  lesfi  exceptionable.  He  did 
not  heliere,  with  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
that  there  was  any  impropriety  in  varying  or  aua- 
pending  an  act  bv  a  resolution  naiaed  at  the  same 
session  ;  nor  could  he  perceive  inat  there  was  any 
Constitutional  objection  to  such  a  mode  of  legisla- 


which  had  been  passed,  though  he  voted  for  it, 
and  be  was  willing,  at  the  present  session,  lo  make 
it  mote  acceptable  by  the  passage  of  the  resolution. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Holme^  the  previous  ques- 
tion was  required  and  taken — neiug  decided  in  th« 
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The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  resolre  was . 
decided  affiimaliyely,  by  yeas  and  nays,  78  lo  GQ,  I 
as  ftJlonrs : 

Vsti— Uvars.  Xduai,  AUcn  of  Neir  Yock,  AIIm  ! 
«f  TtniiMiwe,  S»Lw,  Baldwin,  Bateman,  Bijlj,  B»-  ' 
AbDi  Bniib,  UutTiun,  Botjer  of  Nsw  Hampdiire,  Caae, 
CliKsIt,  Clark,  Cook,  Culbretb,  Cmhiau),  DtnDMvn, 
Dickinaon,  EJnaidi  of CoDosclicat,  Edwards  of  paon-  ^ 
Bjl»»Qiu.  Folger,  FpHer,  Foot,  GroB»  of  New  York, ' 
Grouof  Pennsylnnta.  Guyon,  Hackley,  Hardin,  Ben- ' 
diicka,  HiUhBMn,  Hevtec,  Hill,  UaUin,  Kendall,  i 
KiDt,  Kinsle;,  LiTermare,  L^man,  McCreaty,  McLano  < 
«fl>alaware,  Malbryi  Mardsad,  Meiga,  R.  Mom*,  8. 
Moon),  Honell,  UohI^,  Mamy,  N«l«,  ndion  of 
UaMaokaaatta,  Nekoa  of  VirgiDia,  Pattaiaon,  Fhelpa, 
fMui^t  PiadaU,  Fiuticr,  Plomar,  Rich,  Rogara, 
Bnaa,  Sunnon,  Serfca&t,  Shaw,  Siubce,  Smith  of 
MaiWaad,  Staraaa,  Suria,  Street,  Stxotic  of  Naar  York, 
VtjUa,  Tomlintaa,  Trac;,  Van  RcDPielaei,  Wallaca, 
y/oi^oiar,  Whitman,  and  Wood. 

Nati — MniTB.  AUwt,  AIskihIbii  Andenoa,  ifr 
^r  of  Marfland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Ball,  Bvbour, 
H^ecbei,  BlaoEofield,  Qievaid,  Brown,  Bryan,  Burton, 
Bnrwell,  Butler  ofLouisUna,  CampbelJ,  Cannon,  Cobli, 
Cocke,  Crafta,  Crawford,  Urowell,  Cuipeper,  Cothbert, 
Darlington,  Dewilt,  Earle,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  North 
Carolina,  Gnin,  Fllber,  Flojd,  Forrest,  Fulterlon, 
Oametl,  Hall  of  Nortb  Carolina,  Berrick,  Hosteller, 
Jahnaon,  Jonei  of  Virginia,  Jonea  ofTenneuee,  KtQ- 
»ej,  Linn,  Lowndes,  Rois,  Macliy,  McCoy,  McLean 
of  KeDtncky,  Metcalf,  Newton,  OTsrstreat,  Paiier  of 
ViMinla,  PUUoB,  Ihaa,  Ridimond,  RinggoM,  Roberl- 
•aa,  Rom,  8aR;ar,  Kmkias,  Bloan,  Smith  of  North 
ClMaliaa,  T«T,  Tou^ina,  Tritnhla,  Tuekar  of  South 
dMaliBB,  .W«fter,  WaiflaU,  WiUiams  of  Virgjoii, 
Md  WilUam  af  Neith  CaraUna. 

BOOTH  AMERICAN  INDEPENDENCE. 

ftfe  fh»v  then  resolycd  itoelf  into  a  Commit- 

K9f  the  Whole,  on  the  atale  of  the  Union  ;  and 
iotiovMg  leaolrea  wcw  t»]tpn  into  ooaaideta' 

JUmUtd,  Thai  it  ia  eipadiMit  to  praiida  by  laar  a 
anilaUeoolflt  and  saiarjfor  sneh  Miniataror  Minislara 
•f  flw  Pnaidaot,  by  and  with  the  advioe  and  canaanl 
flf  ll|e  Strata,  nay  send  to  any  of  the  Goiemoianta 
ff  South  America,  which  haia  eatablished,  and  aia 
B^intiiniiM,  their  independiDce  on  Bpain. 

Meiotvvi  ^^at  prOTiaion  ought  to  be  roada  liir  re- 

S lasting  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause 
be  presentad  lo  the  General  lb.e  moat  worthy  and 
dUtingniehed,  in  his  opinion,  in  the  aarrice  of  any  of 
ffae  independent  GoTernmenls  of  South  America,  the 
p,ward  which  was  given  bj  the  Viceroy  of  Lima  to 
Captain  Biddle,  of  the  Ontario,  daring  her  late  cruise 
in  the  Pacific,  and  which  is  now  in  the  office  of  the 
Department  of  State,  witi>  the  eipreaaion  of  As  wish 
ofthaCoBpeaat^UieUBitedStatealhat  it  may  beem- 
plmd  in  ike  anppoil  and  preaertatioii  of  the  Ubertiea 
^ai  iadepandanca  of  hla  ooaqtry. 

When  Mr.  Ci^Y  rose  and  said:  It  is  my  tntea- 

£011,  Mr.  Chainqsn,  to  witlidraw  the  latter  leso- 
(ion.  Siace  I  oSered  it,  this  House,  by  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  to  prevent,  under  suitable  penalties, 
ID  future,  the  acceptaace  of  presents,  forBidden  by 
me  Constitmion,  lo  prohibit  the  carrying  of  ibr- 
¥^tters  in  the  public  vessels,  and  to  limit  to  the 
case  of  OUT  own  citizens,  and  to  filiate,  in  that 


case,  the  ttanspoilatiaii  of  nutney  in  them,  hao, 
perhaps,  sufficiently  animadrfrieil  on  (he  viola- 
tion of  the  Constitution  wbich  piodue«d  that  [«»- 
olutioQ.  I  confess  that  when  I  heard  of  Captain 
Biddie  receiving  from  the  deputy  of  a  Sing  the 
svord  in  question,  I  felt  greatly  toocttfied.  Icoadd 
not  help  caniraatiac  his  conduct  with  that  of  the 
surgeon  on  board  of  an  Ameiicau  man'of-wat,)a 
the  Bay  of  Naplsi,  (1  regret  tjiAt  I  do  not  r«jqem- 
ber  his  nam^  as  I  sliould  like  to  record  it  with  the 
testimony  which  I  with  pleasure  bear  to  hia  bigb- 
minded  coadvcL)  who,  bAving  performed  an  ope- 
ration on  one  of  the  suite  of  &e  jBnperor  of  Aoi- 
tria,  and  bein^  offered  fifteen  huncked  pistoka  or 
dollars  for  his  skilful  avrvice,  retnmed  the  putae 
and  said  that  what  he  had  done  was  in  die  cajiae 
of  bun»nilr,  and  that  the  Cmutitution  of  his 
country  forlMtde  his  acceptance  of  the  proffered 
boon.  There  was  not  an  American  heart  that  did 
notswell  witji  j»ide  on  hearing  of  his  noble  dBin.- 
leresledness.  It  did  appear  to  me,  also,  that  the 
time  of  Captain  Biddk  s  interposition  vras  lufor- 
tunate  to  produce  an  agreement  between  the  Viqa- 
roy  of  Lima  and  Chili,  to  exchange  (heir  respect- 
ive prisoners,  however  desirable  tie  accomjdish- 
meotof  such  a  humane  object  might  be.  The 
Viceroy  had  constantly  tefused  to  consent  to  any 
snch  nchange.  And  it  is  an  incontestable  fact, 
that  the  barrarities  which  have  characterized  the 
civil  war  in  Spanish  America  have  uniformly 
originated  with  the  Royalists.  After  the  memor- 
able battle  of  Maipu,  decisive  of  the  independence 
of  Chili,  and  fatal  to  the  arms  of  the  Viceroy, 
this  interposition,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  took  place. 
The  transportation  of  money,  upon  freight,  from 
the  port  of  Callao  to  that  of  Rio  Janeiro,  for 
Royalists,  appeared  to  me  also  highly  improper. 
If  we  wish  to  preserve,  unsullied,  tbe  illustnous 
character  which  our  Navy  justly  sustains,  we 
should  repress  the  very  first  mstances  of  irregu- 
laris'. But  I  am  willing  to  believe  that  Captain 
Bidale's  conduct  has  been  inadvertent.  He  is  a 
gallant  officer,  and  belongs  to  a  re^wctable  and 
patriotic  family.  His  errors,  I  am  persuaded,  will 
not  be  repeated  by  him  or  imitated  by  othew. 
And  I  trust  that  there  is  no  man  more  unwiUiiiR 
than  I  am  unnecessarily  to  press  reprehension,  u 
is  thought,  moreover,  by  some,  that  the  Pr«eideat 
might  fed  an  embarraaament  in  eieculing  the 
duty  required  of  him  by  the  resolution,  whwh  it 
was  far  from  my  puipoic  to  cause  him.  1  with- 
draw it. 

There  is  no  contkexion  intended,  or,  in  iael, 
between  that  resolution  and  the  one  I  now  ptopoae 
Iwiefly  to  discus*.  The  [woposititm  to  reeagniae 
the  independent  GoveriHnents  of  3oath  America 
offers  a  subject  of  as  great  importance  aa  sny 
which  could  claim  the  ddifaetate  consideration  of 
this  House. 

Mr.  C.  th^  went  on  to  say,  that  it  appeared  to 
him  tbe  object  of  this  Government,  heretofore, 
had  been,  so  to  manage  its  affairs,  in  regard  to 
South  Amerii^,  as  lo  produce  an  effect  on  its  ex- 
isting negotiations  with  the  parent  country.  The 
House  were  now  apprized,  by  tha  Mmaage  torn 
the  Ffcsidenl,  that  this  pcjicy  htHi  totaUir  ImM  i 
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it  had  failed,  because  our  cgunlrf  wowU  not  di*- 
Jionoi  itaetf  b;  sufFenderiiig  oee  of  the  most  im- 
liojrtaBt  rights  in cidenlal  to  soTeieigntf .  AJtkougli 
we  had  oMared  a  coune  towaids  the  Palriota,  as 
Ui-  GaUatin  said  in  bis  comuuBication  read  ye»- 
terdfty,  greatly  exceeding  in  rmx  the  course  pur- 
sued towBida  them  eitha  by  France  or  Eaglaod ; 
althdugh,  aiao,  u  vas  remarKed  by  the  Secretarv  of 
State,  we  had  ohBorad  a  neutrality  ao  strict  that 
bloiod  bad  been  spilt  in  eoforeing  it — still  Bpanish 
honor  was  not  ntitfied,  and  lirwh  sacrifices  were 
domnded  of  ni.  If  lliay  were  resisted  in  form, 
Ihey  were  sutwlaotially  yielded  by  our  course  as 
lo  South  Aiaerica.  We  will  not  stipulate  with 
Spain  not  to  re«ogaiee  the  indefvendeBoe  of  ibe 
South;  but  we  nevertheless  grant  to  bee  aU  sbe 
demands. 

Mr.  C.  said  it  bad  been  his  intenboa  to  have 
gone  into  a  general  view  of  the  conne  of  policy 
which  has  chancterizsd  the  Qenenil  Gorenunent ; 
but,  om  account  of  the  lateoeea  of  the  session,  and 
the  desire  for  an  eariy  adjovmoKnt,  he  should 
waire  that  purpose,  aadi  in  the  otwecTatioui  be 
had  to  make,  coa£Ae  hinosdf  prettjr  much  to 
events  uibsequent  to  the  period  at  which  he  bad 
mbmitled  to  ihe  House  a  proposiiien  having  near- 
ly the  same  objects  as  this. 

After  the  return  of  our  Commissioners  from 
South  America ;  after  tbey  had  all  9^reed  in  at- 
testirif  the  fact  «f  ind^Mudent  sovereignty  beaog 
evarcwed  by  the  Oovemmeni  of  Boenoe  Ayres, 
Uie  w^le  nation  looked  fnwud  to  the  recogni- 
tion of  the  iaiiepeadeaoe  (^  that  covotry  as  the 
policy  wbieb  the  Govemioeiu  oogbt  to  pursue, 
lie. appealed  to  every  member  to  say,  whether 
there  Tas  not  a  general  oplniMi,  In  ease  the  rqmrt 
of  tbAt  raisaion  should  turn  out  as  it  did,  thai  the 
tecognition  of  the  iudepmdeBce  of  that  Ckxrem- 
meat  wowld  ft^w  as  a  matter  of  coune.  The 
surprise  at  a  diSercnt  course  being  punued  by  the 
Ezecuiire  at  the  last  se»ioo,  was  proportionably 
great.  On  this  sutyect,  ao  strung  was  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  at  the  eommencement  of 
the  [wasent  session,  that  some  of  the  pessee  took 
it  f(«  grafted  that  the  recofpition  would  follow 
of  course,  and  a  paper  in  this  neighborhood  had 
said  there  was  >&  tegard  to  that  qoeslioD,  a  laee 
of  pMulitrity  between  the  Presidmt  of  the  Uui- 
ted  8(%taa  and  the  bamUe  individual  who  now 
addiesaed  the  House.  Yet,  bitblesa  Fexdinand 
refuses  to  ratify  his  own  treaty,  on  the  pretext  of 
violatioas  of  our  ttcutrelilv,  but,  in  filet,  becftose 
we  will  not  basely  surreaoer  an  important  attri- 
bute of  sovereignty.  Two  years  ago,  Mr.  C. 
said,  wwljd,  in  Us  onition,  have  be»  thejpioper 
time  for  reeognlsiBg  the  independesceof  theSouth. 
Then  the  strpfgrie  was  MHnewhat  doobdiil,  and  a 
kind  office  on  the  part  of  this  Govenunent  would 
have  had  a  salutarr  effect.  Sisee  that  period, 
what  had  occurred  i  Any  thing  to  preveot  a  re- 
et^ltiofl  of  ihair  indcpendcnee,  or  to  make  it 
less  expedimtl  No;  every  occurrence  tended  to 
|«ovc  the  capHqity  of  that  coontry  (o  maintain 
^  iiulepe»d«Boe.  Mr.  C.  (ken  suocesiiTely  ad- 
Tarled  to  tW  batiles  of  Uaipu  and  Bojaea,  their 
«TVt  b»ttiMwr>  nod  theii ' 


Adrei^g  to  the  union  of  VenocuelA  and  New 
Gnmada  in  tme  Republic,  he  said  one  of  their 
first  acts  was  to  appomt  one  of  their  most  distin- 
guished citixens,  the  Vice  President  Zea,  a  Min- 
ister to  this  coontry.  There  was  a  time,  he  said, 
when  im|iressions  are  made  on  individuals  and 
nations  by  kindness  towards  them,  which  last 
foiever — when  they  are  surrounded  with  esemies, 
and  emberrasfiments  preaeot  ibemselTes. 

Ages  and  ages  may  pass  away,  said  Mr.  C,  be- 
fore we  forget  the  help  we  received,  in  our  day  of 
peril,  from  the  hands  of  Fianoe.  Ho  injastic^— 
the  t^anny  of  a  despot — may  alienaW  us  for  a 
time ;  b«t  tu  moment  it  ceases  we  itlapae  into  a 

riedtnglowHdsher.  DojoameantawaitgSail 
C,  until  these  Republies  are  recognised  by 
the  whole  world,  and  then  step  in  and  extend  yottr 
hand  to  them,  when  it  canno^onga  be  withheld? 
If  we  are  to  beJUere  Cleneral  Vives,  we  have  gone 
about  among  foreign  Powers,  and  consulted  with 
Lord  Castlereagh  and  Count  Nessdrode,  to  seek 
some  aid  in  recwnising  the  independence  of  these 
powers.  What!  after  the  President  has  told  as 
that  Ihe  recognition  of  the  independence  of  nations 
is  an  incontestable  right  of  sovereignty,  shall  we 
lag  behind  till  the  Emc^xan  Powers  think  proper 
to  advance?  The  President  had  assigned,  as  a 
reason  for  abstaining  from  the  recognition,  that 
the  Conf(tess  of  Aix-Ja-Chapelie  might  take  a£- 
feieealit.  So  far  from  such  an  usurped  intarlei^ 
ence  being  a  leasoo  fw  stopping,  Mr.C.  said,  he 
would  have  easted  the  right  sooner  for  it.  BiU 
tbe  CoDgre»  of  Aiz-la-Cliapelle  had  refused  to 
inlecfere,  and  on  that  point  the  Pcccsdent  was  mis- 
taken. Spain,  it  was  true,  had  gwae  about  b(g- 
atbe  nations  of  Enrape  not  to  interfere  in  b»- 
of  the  Boulh  Amencsns;  but  the  wishes  of 
tbe  whole  nnbiasaed  worid  must  be  in  their  favor. 
And  while  we  had  gone  on,  passing  neairality  bill 
after  neatrality  bill,  and  bills  to  pnnish  piracy-^ 
with  respect  to  nn^ncatioBed  piracy,  no  one,  Mr, 
C.  said,  was  more  in  &vor  of  punubing  it  than 
he !  but  he  had  no  idea  of  imputing  piracy  to  men 
fighting  under  the  flag  of  a  people  at  war  for  in- 
depandcnoei  whilst  we  bad  pmxued  this  course, 
even  in  advance  of  the  Intimates  of  Europe 
wbat.  be  asked,  bad  beea  the  course  of  En^and 
benelf  on  this  headi  Hne  Mr.  C.  quoted  a  few 
passages  from  the  work  of  the  Abbe  de  Pradt,  re- 
cently ttaiudftted  by  one  of  our  cilizeas,  which,  he 
sajtd,  tho)^  the  author  was  not  very  popular 
amoBf  downed  heads,  no  man  could  read  with- 
out bttng  adigluened  and  instructed.  These  pas- 
sages dwelt  on  the  importance  of  Ihe  ccHnmeree  of 
&0ttfh  Amenca,  when  freed  from  its  present  le- 
atnaiBls.  Ac.  What  would  1  give,  exclaimed  Ur. 
C,  «oiud  we  apprcciais  (be  advantages  which  may 
be  leaUzed  bj  our  pursuing  the  course  which  I 
propoeel  it  is  in  our  power  to  create  a  system  of 
which  we  shall  be  the  cesire,  and  in  iraich  all 
South  America  will  act  with  ns.  In  lei^MCt  to 
ocmmcKe,  we  should  be  most  benefited;  tbta  coon- 
try would  become  the  ^ace  of  deposite  of  tfae«om- 
mvoeof  the  world.  Our  citizens  engaged  ia  for- 
eign trade  were  at  preseot  disheaittncd  by  the 
condition  of  that  trade  J  they  must  seek  new  ehan- 
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Bdi  for  it,  and  none  so  adTsntageous  eoold  be 
{band  as  thow  nbioli  the  irade  with  South  Amtr~ 
ica  woald  afford.  Mi.  C.  took  a  procpcctiTe  view 
of  the  growth  of  wealth,  and  increase  of  the  pop- 
nlaiioa  of  this  connir;  and  of  Soath  America. 
That  country  had  now  a  population  of  upwards  of 
eighteea  millions.  The  same  activity  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  population  would  exist  in  thai  countr}^  as 
here.  Twenty-five  veart  hence  its  popnlaiioa  might 
be  estimated  at  thirty-six  millions;  fifty  years 
hence,  at  seventy-two  milLons.  We  dow  have  a 
population  of  ten  millions.  Prom  (he  chBracter  of 
oui  papalation  we  must  always  lake  the  lead  in 
the  proseentioD  of  commerce  and  manu&ctures. 
Imagine  the  vast  power  of  the  two  countries,  aod 
the  value  of  the  mtercontse  between  them,  when 
we  shall  have  a  populatioD  of  forty  millions  Bud 
they  of  seventy  mulioiiE !  la  relntiou  to  South 
America  the  people  of  the  United  States  will  oc- 
cupy the  same  position  as  the  people  of  New  Eng- 
land do  to  the  rest  of  the  United  States.  Onr 
enterprise,  industry,  and  habits  of  economy,  will 
give  ua  the  advantage  in  any  competition  which 
Sonlh  America  may  sustain  with  xa,  Ac. 

But  however  important  our  early  recognition  of 
the  independence  of  the  South  roighl  be  to  as,  ai 
lespects  our  commercial  and  manufacturing  inter- 
eMa,  was  there  not  another  view  of  the  subject, 
infinitely  more  gratifying?  We  should  become 
the  centre  of  a  system  which  would  constitute  the 
lallyiog  poiat  of  human  wisdom  agninit  all  ifae 
despotism  of  the  Old  World.  Did  any  man  doubt 
tbe  feelings  of  the  South  towards  usi  Id  spite  of 
our  coldness  towardsthem,of  tbe  rigor  of  onrlawiL 
and  the  condact  of  our  officers,  their  hearts  still 
turned  towards  us,  as  to  their  brethren ;  and  he 
had  DO  earthly  doubt,  if  our  OovernmeDt  would 
take  the  lead  and  recc^niiie  them,  that  they  would 
become  yet  more  anxious  to  imitate  our  iustitu- 
lions,  and  tu  secure  to  themselTee  and  to  their  pos- 
terity tbe  same  freedom  which  we  enjov. 

On  a  subject  of  this  sort,  Mr.  C.  esae 
possible  we  could  be  cootent  to  remaiu,  ai 
were,  looking  anxionsty  to  Europe,  watching  the 
eyes  of  Lonl  Castlereaghj  and  gettittg  scraps  of 
letters  doubtfully  indicative  of  Dis  wishes ;  and 
sending  to  the  Czarof  Russia,  and  getting  another 
scrap  from  Count  Nesselrodel  Why  not  proceed 
to  act  on  our  own  responsibility,  and  reccvnisc 
these  governments  as  independent,  instead  of  tak- 
ing the  lead  of  the  Holy  Alliance  in  a  coum 
which  jeopardizes  the  luiMiiDess  of  unborn  mil- 
UoDsl  Mr.  C.  deprecated  this  deference  for  for- 
eign Powers.  If  uord  Castlereagh  says  we  may 
recognise,  we  do ;  if  not,  we  do  not.  A  single 
expressioD  of  the  British  Minister  to  the  present 
Secretary  of  State,  then  our  Minister  abroad,  he 
was  ashamed  to  say,  had  monlded  the  policy  of 
our  Qoveroment  towards  South  America — an  ex- 
pression which,  like  Mr.  Adams's  definition  of 
lepublicanism,  had  been  construed  to  mean  any 
thing  or  nothing.  We  look  too  much  abroad  Mr. 
C.  said.  YoQ  may  find  our  Ministers  in  England 
at  one  time  at  the  door  of  the  Horae  Guards,  and 
the  next  moment  in  Paternoster-Row,  porchosiag 
Itteiaiure  for  this  country.    Our  institutioQi,  said 


Hr.  C,  now  make  tis  free;  but,  how  long  shall 
we  continue  so,  if  we  mould  our  opinions  on  those 
of  Enropel  Let  us  break  these  commercial  and 
political  fetters ;  let  us  no  longer  watch  the  nod 
of  any  European  politician;  let  us  become  real 
and  true  Americans,  and  place  ourselves  at  the 
head  of  the  American  system. 

Qeotlemen  all  said  they  wne  ell  anxious  to  sec 
the  independence  of  the  South  estahlished.  If 
sympathy  for  them  was  enong^b.  the  patriots  wotiM 
have  reason  to  be  satisfied  witn  the  abundant  ex- 
preuioDs  of  it.  But  something  more  was  want- 
ing. Some  gentlemen  had  intimated  that  the 
people  of  the  South  were  unfit  for  freedom.  Will 
gentlemen  contend,  said  Mr.  O.j  became  those 
people  are  not  like  us  in  all  particulars,  tiiej  arc 
therefore  unfit  for  freedom  1  In  some  particniars, 
he  ventured  to  say,  that  the  people  of  South  Ame- 
rica were  in  advance  of  us.  On  the  point  which 
had  been  so  much  discussed  on  this  floor  during 
the  present  session,  they  were  greatly  in  advance 
of  us.  Grenada,  Venezuela,  and  Buenos  Ayrea 
had  all  emancipated  their  slaves.  He  did  not  say 
that  we  ou^t  lo  do  so,  or  that  they  ought  to  have 
done  so,  nnder  different  circumstances ;  but  he  re- 
joiced that  circumstanceif  were  such  as  to  pennit 
them  to  do  it. 

Two  qaestions  only,  Mr.  Clay  argued,  were 
necessarily  preliminary  to  the  recognition  of  the 
independence  of  the  people  of  Che  South  ;  first,  as 
to  the  fact  of  their  independence ;  and,  secoadlr, 
as  to  their  Capacity  for  self-^vmiment.  On  the 
fiisi  point,  not  a  doubt  existed.  On  the  second, 
there  was  every  evidence  in  their  &vor.  They 
had  fostered  schools  with  ^reat  care ;  there  wore 
more  newspapos  in  the  single  town  of  Buenos 
Avres  (at  the  time  he  was  speaking)  than  in  tbe 
wnole  kingdom  of  Spain.  He  never  saw  a  question 
discussed  with  more  ability  than  that  in  a  ne' 
per  of  Buenos  Ayres,  whether  a  federative  oi 
solidated  form  of  government  was  beat. 

But,  though  every  argument  in  favor  of  the  re- 
cognition should  be  admitted  to  be  just,  it  would 
be  said  that  another  revolution  had  occurred  in 
Spain,  and  we  ought  therefore  to  delay.  On  the 
contrary,  Mr.  C.  said,  every  consideration  recom- 
mended ns  now  to  act.  If  Spaia  succeeded  ia 
establishing  her  freedom,  the  colonies  must  also 
be  free.  The  first  desire  of  a  government,  itself 
free,  must  be  to  give  liberty  to  its  dependencies^ 
On  tbe  other  band,  if  Spain  should  not  soeceed 
ingainitigfreedom,  no  man  could  doubt  that  Spain, 
in  her  reduced  state,  would  no  longer  hare  power 
to  carry  on  the  contest.  So  many  millions  of 
men  could  not  be  subjugated  by  the  enervated  arm 
and  exhausted  means  of  aged  Spain.  In  ten  years 
of  war,  the  most  unimportant  province  of  South 
America  had  not  been  subdoed  by  all  the  wealth 
and  all  the  resources  of  Spain.  The  certainty  rf 
tbe  snccessful  resistance  of  the  attempts  of  Spain 
to  reduce  them  would  be  found  in  tbe  greet  extent 
of  the  provinces  of  South  America— of  larger  ex- 
tent than  all  the  Empire  of  Russia.  Tbe  retation 
of  the  colonies  and  mother  country  could  not  nisi, 
from  the  nature  of  things,  under  whatever  t^ect 
the  Oovenmant  of  Spain  might  atmme.     The 
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onditioD  of  Spain  wu  no  reuon  for  neglectiag 
now  to  do  what  we  ought  to  bare  done  long  aso. 
Brair  thiog,  on  the  contrary,  tended  to  prove  that 
tlua,  this  wai  the  accepted  time. 

With  rtsud  to  the  fonn  of  his  propotilion,  Mr. 
C.  nid,  all  be  wnnted  was  to  oMain  en  ezprn- 
aion  of  the  opinion  of  tha  Honae  on  thu  mbject ; 
•Dfi  whether  a  Minister  thould  be  anthorized  to 
one  or  the  other  of  these  goTernments,  or  whether 
he  should  be  of  one  grade  or  of  another,  he  cared 
not.  This  Republic,  with  the  exception  of  the 
people  of  Soutn  America,  constitutea  the  sole  de- 

. — J  ^f  political  and  relisious  freedom;  and 

:  possible,  >aid  be,  that  we  can  remain 


potilorv  of 
can  it  De  p 


The  opinion  of  the  friends  of  freedom  in  Butope 
IB,  Uiat  OQr  policy  has  beM  cold,  beulleM,  aiM 
ukdifiefent  towAtds  the  greateit  cause  which  coold 
.11 ^  ^ju^  afiMtions  and  enlist  our  fed- 


engweoi 

Sm  its  behalf. 
r.G.  concluded  by  nytng  that,  whatever  might 


be  the  decision  of  this  House  on  tiiis  question,  pro- 
posing shortlv  to  go  into  retirement  from  public 
life,  heshonld  there  hive  the  consolation  of  ei: 


ing  that  he  had  used  his  best  exertion:;  in  favor  of 
a  people  inhabiting  a  territory  calculated  to  coa- 
tain  as  many  sonls  as  the  whole  of  Christendom 
besidesj  whose  happiness  was  at  stake,  and  which 
it  was  in  the  power  of  this  Government  to  do  so 
jnnch  towards  securing. 

The  resolve  was  reported  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Cook  moved  to  amend  the  resolve,  by  ad- 
ding :  "  and  that  it  is  eipedient  to  provide  for  die 
occupation  of  East  and  West  Florida."  Where- 
tipon, 

Mr.  Cooke  reqoired  the  previous  question  (which 
precludes  all  debate  and  ameadment&J 

Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to  lay 
diesubject  on  the  table;  and  the  motion  was  neg- 
atived—113  to  42. 

The  previous  question  having  been  determined 
in  the  affirmative — 

The  main  question,  on  agreeing  to  the  said  first 
resolve,  as  above  stated,  was  decided  as  follows  ; 

Till — Messrs.  Allen  of  Ntw  York,  ATIcd  of  Tbd- 
nessM,  Anderson,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Bsker,  Bill, 
BalonsD,  BMchsr,  Bloomfield.  Boden,  Brown,  Bnt- 
lei  of  Louifians,  CsmplMll,  Cannon,  Gate,  Clark, 
Code,  Crawfiird,  Crowall,  CnlbreUi,  Cnlpappar, 
Cnlhbart,  Darlington,  Dnrht,  Dowse,  Earie,  Fisher, 
Floyd,  Ford.  Fnllerton,  Gross  of  Naw  York,  Ooron, 
Hacklej.  Hall  of  Noilh  Carolina,  Hendricks,  Her- 
rick,  HiUhman,  Holmes,  HiMlstler,  Jobiuon,  Jones 
of  Vitginis,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kinsey,  Kinsley, 
Linn,  Ljman,  HcCreary,  McLean  of  Kantneky, 
Msllan,  Marchand,  Heiealf,  B.  Moore,  8.  Moore, 
Monell,  Murray,  OTcntreat,  Parker  of  MsuacEia- 
setts,  Pattersan,  Pbelps,  Philion,  Pitcher,  Plnmer, 
Richtnond,  Robertson,  Bogars.  Boet^  Bhaw,  Bloan, 
Sontbard,  Btovens,  Slons,  Tarr,  Tomlinson,  Tomp- 
kins, Tracy,  Tiimble,  Wslker,  Wallace,  War&eld, 
and  Williuns  of  Virginia— 60. 

Nai B — Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alaiandar,  Archer 
•flfsrylaQd,  Baldwin,  Barbonr,  Bayly,  Brush,  Bnan, 
Barton.  Borwall,  Bntier  of  Now  Hampshire,  Ulag- 
stt,  Cobb,  Cook,  Crafts,  CoahmaD,  Denniaon,  Eddy, 


Edwards  of  Connectical,  Sdirsrds  of  Pennsylvania, 
Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Enio,  Folger,  Foot, 
FoRcst,  Fuller,  OsrnctI,  Grots  of  Pennsjhania,  HiU 
of  New  York,  HarUin,  Beister.  Hill,  Kendall,  Kent, 


MauicbuKlts,  Nelson  of  Tirginis,  Newton,  Parker 
of  Virginia,  Pinckney,  Picdall,  Reed,  Rfaee,  Rich, 
Ringgold,  Rn«,  Ssmpson,  Bawyer,  Sergcsnt,  SiJsbM, 
Simkioe,  Bmilh  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
8a)ilb  of  North  Csrotins,  Bireet,  Bcrong  of  Vermont, 
Strong  of  New  York,  Bwesringen,  Taylor,  Terrell, 
Tucker  of  Soath  Carolina,  Van  RenMslaar,  Wen- 
dover,  Whitman,  Williama  of  North  Carolina,  and 
Wood— 76. 

[After  Mr.  Clit  sat  down,  there  was  eonsid- 
eraUe  debate  on  the  first  resolve,  the  second  being 
withdrawn.  Mr.  SBRflEAirr,  in  partientar,  spoke 
at  some  length  in  reply  to  parts  of  Mr.  Clat'i 
speeofa.  Besides,  Messrs.  Stbpbbns,  LowNuna, 
Nai^ON,  Williams,  Ployh,  8ii.«beb,  Tumble, 
Bkdbm,  Cook,  Bbowm,  Mbbobr,  OvBaarurr, 
and  Smith,  oi  NortU  Carolina,  took  part  ia  the 
debate.  The  sketch**  which  we  have  preserved 
were  not  pvfect  enough  to  justify  onr  attempting 
a  repoK  of  them,  at  this  distant  day,  the  first  we 
have  been  able  to  devote  even  to  a  hasty  sketch  of 
Mr.  Clay's  remarks,  which  it  was  just  to  him,  a* 
the  mover  of  (he  resolution,  to  publish.  The  re- 
sult was,  theadoptioD  of  the  first  proposition  above 
stated,  by  a  majority  of  five  voles,  in  the  House  of 
Representatives.  Nonlteriorproceedings,  however, 
look  place  in  regard  to  the  aubject^-rfiDl*.  NaL  isj 

TBoaaDAT,  May  11. 

Mr.  Sbroeaht,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
ciary,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  entitled  "  An  act  to  limit  the  term  of  office 
of  certain  officers  therein  named,  and  for  other 
purposes."  reported  the  same,  without  amendment, 
ana  the  bill  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  S.,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
also  referred  the  hill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "An 
act  to  regulate  the  fees  of  the  clerk  and  marshal 
of  the  district  court  of  the  United  Stales  for  the 
State  of  Louisiana,"  reported  the  same,  without 
amendment:  and  it  was  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  ihe  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  S.  also  reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate . 
entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the  building  an  ' 
addition  to  the  custom-house  now  erecting  in  the 
city  of  New  Orleans,  for  the  tiee  of  the  districl 
court  of  the  United  States  for  the  State  of  Lon- 
biana,"  without  amendment ;  and  it  was  laid  on 
the  Uble. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  managers  appointed  on  the 
part  of  this  House^  to  attend  the  conference  with 
the  mauagers  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate, 
on  th«  dingreein^  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  an 
amendment  of  this  House  to  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  mtitled  "  An  act  to  incorporate  the  inhabi- 
lants  of  the  city  of  Washington,  and  to  repeal  the 
acts  heretofore  passed  for  that  purpose,"  made  a 
report:  wherenpon  the  House  agreed  to  recede 
from  their  first  amendment  to  the  said  bill,  and 
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Army  of  (Af  Uvlttd  Statu. 


agreed  to  the  amendment  recommended  in  tbe 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Conference. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "Ad  net  to 
authorize  the  legal  representatives  of  Blisha  Win- 
ter and  William  Winter,  and  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  to  take  the 
examination  of  witnesses  by  commission,"  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  oa  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "An  act  to 
wiiborize  the  appointment  of  commisaionen  to  lay 
out  a  c^nal  in  the  Slftte  of  Ohio,"  wa*  read  twice, 
tukd  K&ned  to  the  Committee  an  Roads  and  Ca- 

An  engrossed  bill  entitled  an  act  in  addition  to 
the  act  eatitled  "  An  act  making  apptipriatioiie 
for  the  sof^ort  of  GoTernmest  for  the  yeu  1830," 
vt*  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

idt.  Sim  Kine  submitted  (he  following  resolwios : 
.  IttKihtd,  Thai  Chs  Sscretiry  of  Iba  Navy  U  le- 
qoMtad  to  l«aort  to  this  Hsnae,  at  an  early  pariod  of 


The  said  resolution  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  inftmned  the  Rouse 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  of  this  House 
entitled  "An  act  to  alt«r  and  establish  certain 
post  ToMsjWith  amendments;"  in  which  they  ask 
ihe  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  then  resolvad  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  for 
thp  fortber  prereniion  of  the  critne  of  piracy. 

The  Committee  were  occupied  some  time  in 
discussing  the  details  of  this  bill  and  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  select  committee  of  this 
House. 

The  amendments  of  the  select  committee  were 
finally  all  agreed  to  io  Comiaiitee  of  the  Whole, 
concuired  in  by  the  House,  and,  with  the  bill, 
ordsred  to  be  read  a  third  time, 

Mr-  Foot  submitted  the  foHowinc  amendment 
to  the  stantUng  rules  and  orders  of  this  House,  to 
wit: 

•■  It  ahall  b*  tba  doty  of  the  Cooiinillce  on  GiuoUed 
Bilti  to  correct  any  ecror  in  date  in  any  eoRiDSted 
or  anTolJed  bills,  and  report  audi  corraclioD  to  the 
Houaa." 

The  ameodment  was  oitocd  to  li«  oo  tbe  UUe 
foi  aae  day. 

The  House  proceeded  to  coosidier  the  mes«ge 
of  the  S«ti>te,  infoming  that  they  insut  on  thw 
disagreement  to  the  Srst  amendment  propcaed  by 
this  Uouae.  to  the  bill "  to  proTide  for  «letbliig  the 
Army  of  the  United  States  u  dtwwetic  rouufao- 
twes,  and  &r  otfaer  purposes."  Whueupon,  Ur. 
CoB«  moved  that  the  taid  IhU  be  poaiBoiited  mde- 
fiaitidy;  which  motion  wm  ncf^atiTea ;  «ad,  on 
motioo  of  Ur.  Msscea,  Uw  subject  was  tboi  or- 
derad  to  lie  on  the  lahle. 

The  bill,  in  addition  to  tfce  gencnl  vfftQ^ia.- 
6an  law,  Bahing  pfo«if  ion  for  a  wall  addituwftl 
^tpropriaiion  te  the  pay  tf  msiaber*  of  Copgrast, 


paaaed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  aad 
—as  ordered  to  be  angroned  for  a  third  reading^. 

ARMY  OF  THE  UNITED  STATE8. 

The  Houae  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cooki,  re- 
solved itself  intoaCommittae  of  Ae  Whole  on  ibe 
bill  "rcspectingtheBdiliMTyElataWishmentofthe 
United  States." 

(The  provisions  of  this  bill  are  as  follows,  viz : 

Sac.  1.  That,  ao  soon  as  Tacancies  shall  happen, 
the  Army  of  the  United  Stalea  ibaU  be  cavmsinded 
by  one  mtjot  general  and  two  brigadier  ganertia  anlr ; 
and  thai,  tEter  a  vieaney  ahall  bare  happened  in  Ou 
office  of  major  general,  no  more  than  oneadJatiDt  gen- - 
eral,  one  Inapecloi  general,  and  one  deputy  quartei- 
master  general,  shall  be  reteiBed  in  aerviee. 

Sac.  3.  That  (he  aaaiatont  adjutant  gMieral,  the  oa- 
aiatant  inapeotoi  geeeiat,  Iha  4ipiity  MnuiaslBDeTB  ^ 
panhaaaa,  tha  rogioMaUd  qoartwaMMn^  asd  tta 
eieA*  in  the  affica  of  ibe  a^i*''***  *^  iatpetUir  gan- 
eral,  ahall  ba  diimiaaed  from  aerviee. 

Sac.  3.  That  Iha  coupany  aSt^n  of  the  oatbance 
dtparlment  ahall  be  ttBoabioMl  to  the  OM^  of  aitilaiy, 
and  ahall  heraaftar  Tooaura  Iha  pav  aad  MnoluoMalaof 
officen  of  that  coipa ;  and  it  ahall  ba  tba  dnij  of  the 
officer!  of  Ihe  corps  crutilteiy,  when.detailed  In  that 
purpoae,  to  perfaim  such  Jntiea  a*  ahall  be  aaagned  to 
tbsia  in  providing,  distribBliog,  and  pteaerving  ord- 
nance mil  ordnance  ■tores. 

Bic.  4.  That  the  field  officera  of  the  corps  of  artil- 
lery shall  eoniiit  of  two  coloneli,  two  lieutenant  colo- 
nela,  and  four  najoii. 

Sic.  ft.  That  one  half  of  the  monthly  pay  of  each 
nan>oommiaaiaD«d  officer,  meaieiBn,  and  priTete  of 
the  army,  ehall  he  retainad  natil  the  soMier  entitled 
tbarato  iball  bare  beeu  honorably  diaidiargsd  Aoei  aar- 
viee,  or  abiU  die  therein. 

Boc.B.  ThatoSoenafthaoraqpriiall.wbileoafiu- 
loagh,  becotilled  tohatfpayoDty.asHlDoetbareMol- 
SKc.  7.  That  offieeM,  of  whalevor  grodf,  ordoMd  tt 
attend  conrta  martial,  or  to  travel  on  any  other  ecea- 
■ioa,  ael  requiring  a  change  of  reoidaDca^  ahall  (w  oj- 

loned cents  pet  mile  for  traTelling,  ioMtad  otan 

aUewance  lor  Iha  transportation  oHmH*^.'] 

The  first  section  of  this  bill  being  read— 

Ur.  Cooke  moved  to  amend  the  lull,  by  striking 
out  theirat  section,  and  inserliiw  in  lieu  thereof  a 
provision  that,  Ernn  end  aAec  the  postage  of  this 
act,  tbe  aimy  shall  be  ooamiuded  by  one  briga- 
dier geaeral,  aad  there  ahall  be  EMained  in  the  ser- 
vice  DO  more  than  one  a^uiant  getkenl,  one  in- 
speelor  general,  and  one  quartecmaster  generaj- 

In  connexion  with  thia  motion,  should  it  be 
agreed  to,  Mr.  C.  proposed  to  add  another  new 
section  to  the  biU,  the  purpose  of  whieh  was  to 
abtdisfa  the  office  of  adjalant  and  inniector  gen- 
eral, and  that  the  duties  of  the  office  shall  hmal- 
ter  be  performed  by  an  officer  of  no  higher  grade 
than  captain ;  and  that  the  assistant  adjutants 
and  inspectors  general  shall  be  ^missed  from  the 
aerviee. 

The  question  being  stated  on  the  first  of  these 
amesdmenla.— 

Meaan.  Bneaa,  SiHuits,  and  Bhoninsut, 
opposed  the  anoMmmt,  mi  Ur.  Cocis  aup- 
pwtedit 
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H.orB. 


Mr.  Tbimblb  moTcd  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  ta- 
ble, with  &  view  to  enable  bun  to  cdTer  for  c<m- 
MderatioQ  Hindry  propositi oiia,  to  the  following 
efiectr 

1.  That  a  TelnnchmeDt  of  th*  •zp*D(Moriha  Gd*- 
•romant  onsbt  to  ba  mada  in  all  inataticaB,  share  tha 
pnblic  aerdce  will  permit. 

S.  That  it  b  axpediant  to  craala  a  NajaJ  Pa«c« 
EttabtiahmasL 

3.  That  the  Uilitarj  Peace  EMabliihment  ongbt  to 
berednced  to  aix  thounnd  men,  raak  lod  Sle. 

4.  That  the  Pieddent  of  the  United  Btatc*  cante 

ElaoB  of  redaction,  on  the  plin  of  thew  reaotntiona,  to 
B  laid  before  Congresi  at  the  next  lea^on. 

Mr.  Tremble  elucidated  and  explained  his  riews 
at  considerable'lengfh. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on.  the  table  was  op- 
posed by  Mr.  Williamb,  of  North  Carolina,  and 
was  negatived. 

The  question  reconing  on  Mr.  CocKc'e  pro- 
posed amendment — 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Noitb  Catolitia,  Epoke  at 
considerable  length  in  support  of  it. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  and  Mr.  Brush,  spoke 
against  the  amendment,  but  Kcneially  in  favor  of 
the  original  bill ;  and  Mr.  Williams,  of  North 
Carolina,  and  Mr.  Ployd,  in  support  of  it. 

On  the  question,  Mr.  Cocke's  ameadment  was 
negatived  by  a  rote  of  65  to  43. 

Mr.  WiLLiAMa,  of  North  Carolina,  then  moved 
'to  amend  the  first  section  of  the  bill  so  as  to  make 
it  effective  from  the  time  of  its  passage,  and  exclu- 
sive of  the  contingency  of  resignations. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Sehkins 
and  JoBHsoN,  and  et^ported  by  Mr.  Cobb. 

Mr.  Clat  then  moved  to  la^  the  hill  on  the  ta- 
ble, to  give  him  an  opportunity  to  move  the  re- 
solve, which  will  be  foimd  below. 

The  laying  the  bill  on  the  taUe  was  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Wahficld  CANN0S,andFLoVD;  bntwas 
i^reed  to— 63  to  59. 

Mr.  Clat  then  submitted  a  resolution,  which, 
mediately  amended,  stood  in  the  foUow- 


beingit 
infffom 


Sat^vtd,  That  iha  Secreury  of  Wat  be  directed  to 
report  to  tbia  House,  at  the  coinin«ncaiiient  of  the  next 
Marion  of  Oongreaa,  •  phm  ibr  ^e  radnetioti  of  the 
Vtaj  to  ail  Ukovaaiid'  offiesiw,  Don-Mmflilialaiiad  oflk 
een,  muiciana,  and  privatM^  and  preseninK  neb 
part*  of  tha  corps  of  SBKlBseni  ai^  in  hit  o[dalon, 
wilboat  regard  to  that  numbei,  it  auy  be  fcr  we  pab- 
lie  inlareat  t«  ralaia;  and,  ^ao,  what  •anngof'tlie 
pnblio  ravenaa  will  ba  prodoeed  by  and)  an  amng*- 
mcM  of  the  amy  aa  bo  ma;  propoaa  in  oonfbrnuty  to 
tbia  roaolatioD. 

After  some  few  remaika  from  diffoeut  gentle- 
men, this  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SiMXiKs  then  oSued  the  following  rcso- 
"  Qt  thereof  being  in  a  manner 
!  bad  observed,  with  that  joat 
igreeaio: 

Sttobtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  re- 
'  o  report  to  this  Haass,  at  an  early  petiod  of 
'  m,  sndt  pfam  or  plana  Ibi  a  Navy  Peace 

;   as  h«  aiy  daem   aipsdieat,  with  a 

view  to  a  redastian  of  tha  sipaaditvres  of  that  «stal» 


onested  to  report  to  tbia 
Ae  nast  sosrion,  sndt  pi 


On  the  qaesiion  to  agree  to  this  resolve,  it  was 
decided  in  the  n^r*^^^—-^  ^  ^^■ 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 

nion  then  rose,  and  reported  to  the  House  tfae 
resolution,  which  had  been  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  amend  the 
resolve,  by  Klriking  out  the  word  "  officers,"  so  as 
to  leave  the  number  six  thousand,  exclusive  of 
officers.    This  motion  was  agreed  tO'^SS  to  52. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  CaroltBa,  moved  fur- 
ther to  amend  this  resolve,  by  inserting  after  the 
word  "  men,"  the  words  "  including  such  reduc- 
tion of  the  general  staff  required  by  the  state  of  the 
amy  as  herein  proposed )"  and  the  motion  wss 
agr^lo. 

The  resolution,  as  amended,  was  then  agreed  to: 

Mr.  SiMKiMs  then  rcateired  the  motion  which 
he  had  made  when  in  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
and,  on  motioa  of  Mr.  Flotd,  it  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Frioay,  May  12. 
Mt.  Ahdebbon,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Ptdilic  Lands,  lo  which  was  refencd  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  granting  to  the  State 
of  Ohio  the  ri^t  of  pre-eidption  to  certain  attar- 
ter  seetiMiB  of  land,"  reported  the  same  wilhovt 
amendment,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 


Ordtnd,  That  the  Covinuttee  on  Pensiona  and 
Revolutionary  Claims  bedjseha^ied  from  die  fur- 
ther consideration  of  all  such  matters  and  things 
to  them  referred  during  the  present  session,  and 
upon  which  they  have  not  reported,  and  that  diey 
lie  on  the  table. 

(Mertd,  That  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claiass,  to  which  vras  refarai  the  bill  bom  the 
Senate, entitled  "An  act authomiosthe  1^1  rep- 
resentatives  of  Blisha  Winter  and  WUliam  Win- 
ter, and  the  Attomoy  Qeneml,  on  the  jHUt  of  the 
United  Stately  to  take  the  examination  of  wit- 
nesses by  eommisaioa,"  be  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideratian  thereof,  and  that  it  lie  on  the 
table. 

Ordersii,  That  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  also  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  eatided 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representativeB 
of  Gabriel  Berzat,  deceased,"  be  discharged  from 
the  further  coBsidentioa  thereof,  and  thai  it  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  CAwraELL,  ftom  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  leferted  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  rillage  of  Peoria,  in  the  State 
of  lUinoia,"  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 


Mr.  Cocke,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Aflhirs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  containiiig  the  proceedi^  of 
the  court  martial  on  the  trial  of  WtUiam  King, 
colonel  of  the  fourth  r^ment  of  infantry,  mdde  a 
report,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
tabe. 

Ordered,  ThattheCommittwonladin  Afflrirs, 
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[.  OP  R. 


Tht  Slavt  Thidt. 


to  whom  waa  referred  the  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  transmit liog  an  account  of 
the  annoal  receipts  aod  eipenditurei  of  the  De- 

Sirlment  for  Indian  Affairs  within  the  District  of 
olumbia,  from  iti  commencement  to  the  present 
time,  be  discharged  from  the  further  eonsideiaiion 
thereof,  and  that  it  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordertd,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affain 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
several  matters  and  things  to  them  referred  during 
the  present  session,  and  upon  which  they  have  not 
reported  ;  and  that  they  severally  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WoODBBtDOE,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed to  inquire  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what,  for- 
ther  provision  may  be  necessary  to  give  eSect  to 
the  provisiona  of  tde  treaty  made  at  Brownstown, 
in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  made  a  report,  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speakkh  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
transmitting  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  Land 
Commissioners  at  St.  Helena,  and  a  copy  of  their 
list  of  actual  settlers,  dated  34th  December,  1319, 
and  17th  March,  1830;  which  letter,  and  its  ac- 
companying docaments,  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foot,  the  Honse  proceeded 
to  consider  the  following  proportion,  submitted 


The  Message    and  accompa: 
rere  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


accompanying  documents 


yesterday  by  him,  Tiz : 
"  Rfoktd,  That  the  folli 


le  fallowing  be  addail  to  the  iltnd* 
inc  rules  and  orJcn  of  titia  Houm  :  It  shall  be  the  doty 
of  the  CanmiltM  oq  Snrollad  BiJI*  to  mrrsct  an;  error 
in  dale  in  any  engroiMd  oi  enrolled  bill*,  and  reporl 
■uch  GOrrectJoa  to  the  Home." 

And  the  said  proposition  was  agreed  to. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  and  establish  certain 
post  roads,"  were  re«d  and  ordered  to  lie  oi 
Uble. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  pitssed  a  bill,  entitled  "Ad  ad 
for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Babbitt;"  in  which  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Two  Messages  were  received  from  the  Pbbbi 
DBifT  or  TBE  UffiTED  States  : 

The  first  of  said  Messages  was  read,  and  is  as 

Ta  tht  StiuUi  and  Houte  of  Repraentativti  .- 

I  comnnnieal*  to  Congnwi  translations  of  letterB 
from  the  ifiniiter  of  Spain  to  tbt  Svcretary  of  State, 
iccaived  since  my  menagi  of  the  Bth  instant. 

JAMES  MOflROfi. 

Wi*ai>aTo«,  Mas  !'•  l**^- 

The  Message  and  accompanying  documents 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 

The  other  Message  was  then  read,  and  Is  as  fol- 

To  the  Speuktr  of  tht  Hautt  of  S^ruentatirt*  ; 

I  trinimit  to  the  Home  or  KeprfMntati<ci  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  Stils,  with  the  document  pre- 
pared in  pnnuancn  of  *  molittion  of  the  Bouie  of 
the  Hlhullino.  on  iheaubject  of  dsimi  ofciliMoa  or 
the  United  States  for  Spanish  •polialions  apoa  their 
property  and  commerce. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Wasbibbtot,  ilfay  IS,  1890. 


The  House  again  proceeded  to  consider  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 


by  the  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Jacob  Babbitt,"  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend 
the  act,  entitled  'An  act  authorizing  the  employ- 
ment of  additional  naval  force,"  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  "resolution  authorizing  the  Prea- 
ideat  of  the  United  States  to  negotiate  with  for- 
eign QoTemments  on  the  means  of  effecting  an 
entire  abolition  of  the  slave  trade,"  was  resa  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stobrb,  the  bill  to  incorpo- 
rate the  President  and  Managers  of  the  Americaa 
Colonization  Society  was  postponed  until  thefint 
day  of  the  next  ses-iion  of  Congress, 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  to  continue  in  force 
an  act  to  protect  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  punish  the  crime  of  piracy,  and  also 
to  make  furlher  provision  for  punishing  the  crime 
of  piracy,"  was  read  the  third  time,  as  yesterday 
amended  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Mebcbb,  and  was 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Senate  for  coocurrence 
ID  the  amendment,  after  refusing  to  agree  to  a 
motion  of  Mr.  Ricn  to  recommit  the  same. 

THE  SLAVE  TRADE. 

Mr.  Edwards,  of  North  Caiolioa.  moved  that 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  wnich  is  com- 
mitted the  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  protect  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  ftod  to  puolsh  the  crime  of  piracy  ;"  the 
bill  to  incorporate  the  President  and  Managers  of 
the  American  Colonization  Society,  and  the  reso- 
lutions authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  negotiate  with  foreign  Ooremment*  on 
the  means  o?  effecting  an  enttre  abolition  of  the 
African  slave  trade,  be  discharged  from  the  fttrthee 
consid«ation  thereof;  and,  the  questioni  beiiig  taltoi 
thneoii,  it  passed  in  the  amrmative. 

Mr.  Edwaxds  then  moved  that  the  said  rewlit- 
tions  lie  on  the  table. 

A  dirisioD  of  the  question  on  that  motion  was 
called  for;  and,  on  the  question  Shall  the  Srat  of 
the  Mid  resolutions,  which  is  in  the  foUoiring 
words,  lie  on  the  tablel  to  wit : 

Remtlntd,  That  the  Pmident  of  the  United  Sules 
be  requcited  to  negotlitu  with  all  the  Ooveramenla 
vrbcre  Hiniiters  of  the  United  Sutes  ara  or  shall  be 
aecreditcd,  on  the  means  of  eflecting  an  entire  and 
immediate  sholilion  of  ihe  clave  tiads. 

And  determined  in  the  negative,  yens  35,  nay* 
78,  as  follows: 

YiAs — Meun  Adama,  Alexander,  Anderson,  Ar> 
chei  of  Matylanil,  Ball,  Bnden,  Bievard,  Buffuoi.  Bur- 
well,  Butler  of  fieiv  Himpehiie,  Butlerof  LiKiiuana, 
Cobb,  Crsfte,  Calbreth,  UenniKin,  Eddy,  Edwards  of 
North  Carolina,    Folger,    Hill,    Hoataiter,  JohnMB, 
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Jones  of  TirBiiiia,Kant,Li*ani](iTe,Lowi>dM,  McCoy, 
Newton,  Firker  of  Virgisi*,  Pbelpa,  Pbilwo,  RhM, 
Mot*,  B'lmkum,  Smithof  MaijUnd,  and  Steieni. 

XTai* — Me*n«.  Archer  of  Virginia,  BiMwin,  Bilc- 
mkD,  BicchcT,  Bloomfield,  Bra«b,  CunptMll,  Cue, 
Clagelt,  Clkrk.  Cocke,  Cook,  Criwfbnl,  Calpcpar, 
GaahmiD,  Cathbert,  DirtJDgtoD,  Dickinson,  BdmrJa 
of  Conoeeticat,  Edwtrda  of  •PonnsjlTuiiB,  Floyd, 
Foot,  Policrton,  GroMOf  PennajlTtnii,  HillofNaw 
York,  Hendricka,  Harrick,  Bibabman,  Heiatar,  Jonca 
oTTetinaawa,  Kendall,  Kinarj,  Kinllsj,  Litila,  Lino, 
Maclay,  McCiaaij,  SIrLaae  of  Delawars,  Maiga, 
Mareer,  R.  Moon  8.  Mooie,  Honall,  Muirky,  OTar- 
alreet,  Parker  of  MaaaachnaeUa,  Pallanon,  PindaU, 
Pilcbrr,  Plamar,  Rich,  Rofoia,  Sua*,  fiampaan,  Saw- 
yer, Sergeanl,  Silibee,  Sloan,  Smitb  of  New  Jeraey, 
Smith  of  North  Carolina,  SoatharJ,  Stoira,  Street, 
Strong  ofNew  York,  8wearing«n,  Tajlor,  Tamliaaan, 
Tom^ina,  Tracy,  Tnckar  of  South  Oaioiina,  Van 
Rpnaadaer,  Waltacw,  Warfleld,  Wendoier,  Wbitmas, 
Williama  of  VirgiDia,  WilUaiiw  ot  North  Caraliaa, 
and  Wood. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  Shall  the  aecond 
reM^tion  (which  isin  the  following  words)  lieon 
theublelviic: 

Bfohrd,  Thai  the  Prtaident  of  the  UDiled  Sutea 
be  reqoeated  to  enter  into  a  atipnlalion  or  formal  de- 
daratioD  with  Uie  aeveral  maiitiiBo  Poarera,  reaognia> 
Jng  the  independence  and  permanent  nentralii;  of  an; 
colony  of  ibe  free  people  of  color  of  the  United  8tat*a 
which  shall  be  ealabliahad  on  the  waatarn  coaat  of 
Africa: 

And  determined  in  (he  nentive. 

The  question  was  then  also  Ink™,  Shall  the 
third  resolution  (which  is  in  the  foUowiDg-  words) 
lie  on  the  (able  7  Tiz : 

Bttolvcd,  That  the  Pieaidrnt  of  (be  Unhcd  Sutcs 
be  requested,  in  such  nee  ae  he  may  deem  it  aipadieot 
to  make  of  tbe  puUic  ihipa  of  the  United  Statea,  to 
afibiJ  eieij  aid,  not  inconaialent  with  the  public  wel> 
fare,  hi  (be  rfforta  of  the  American  Boeiet^  for  colo- 
niziog  the  free  people  of  color  of  tbe  United  Statea 
vpon  the  western  coaat  of  Africa : 

And  passed  in  Uie  affinnatiTe. 

Mr.  Bbvsb  ihcA  oxived  that  the  first  resolntioQ 
be  ipoaiponcd  to  the  next  sesrion  of  Congrean ; 
vhich  motian  was  unlived. 

The  first  resolution  was  that  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bnnss  the  second  roolution 
was  postponed  to  the  next  session. 
THE  LOAN  BILL. 


States  la  borrow  a  sum  of  money  for  the  use  of 
the  Government. 

Mr.  Lowndes  mored  to  amend  the  bill,  bf 
striking  out  that  part  of  it  which  auihorizes  the 
loan  to  be  taken  for  ao  extended  time,  al  an  inter' 
est  of  five  per  cent,  so  as  to  leare  the  loan  to  be 
taken  at  a  tale  not  exceeding  six  per  cent.,  and  re- 
deemable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  GoTernmenL 

Mr.  L.  was  of  opinion  that  there  was  occasion, 
in  tbe  present  circum!>tance3  of  the  conntrf,  to  tie 
up  the  GoTemment  from  redeeming  this  loan  what 


they  should  choose:  and  that  it  would  be  setting 
a  bad  example  to  begin  now,  in  a  time  of  p^ce, 
to  borrow  moaey,  and  ntake  the  loan  so  long  irre- 
deemabJe. 

Mr.  ShitSj  of  Maryland,  opposed  (he  motion. 
He  was  well  mformed,  he  said,  that,  on  the  terms 
proposed  by  the  bill,  the  loan  could  be  obtained  ' 
at  nve  pet  cent;  and  he  thought  it  desimble  to  ob- 
tain a  loan  at  five  per  cent,  to  pay  off  a<debt  on 
which  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  was  now  paid.  ' 
The  owners  of  the  Mississippi  stock,  so  far  as 
they  had  claims  on  the  OoTemment,  would,  p«- 
bapa,  invest  the  whole  in  this  loan.  He  was  not 
moved  by  the  pride  of  opinion,  in  opposing  this 
motion,  but  he  oetieved  that  the  substantial  uter- 
eit  of  the  country  required  the  commenennent  of 
a  system  of  loans  at  the  interest  of  five  per  cent., 
and  be  was  told  that  this  was  a  favorable  lime  for 

Mr.  LowNOEB  said,  he  was  not  willing  that  the 
Goremment  should  be  debarred,  by  its  own  act, 
from  making  use  of  its  unappropriated  lands,  at 
any  time,  in  tbe  redemption  of  temporary  loans 
like  this.  If  the  Go  vemmeut  should  nave  money 
thus  lying  idle,  the  gentleman  would  see  that  they 
would  lose  by  it  in  one  month  what  the^  wotdd 
gain  in  twelve  months  by  the  diflerei>ce  of  tbe  rate 
of  interest  We  ought  not  to  set  the  example  of 
creatiog,  in  time  of  peace,  a  debt  which  it  would 
be  out  of  the  power  of  the  Government  to  extin- 
guish at  its  pleasure. 

Mr.  Shitu  said  that,  if  he  could  believe  that  in 
one  or  two  years  the  Treasury  would  be  in  the 
condition  the  gentleman  supposed,  he  should  not, 
perhaps,  object  to  the  proposed  amendment.  But 
ne  had  no  expectation  that  such  would  be  the 

Mr.  WiLLiAHB,  of  North  Carolina,  then  moved 
to  strike  out  three  millions,  (the  proposed  amount 
of  the  loan,)  and  in  lieu  thereof  insert  two  mil- 
lions. [This  motion  was  declared  not  to  be  in  or- 
der, tbe  House  having  already  chanced  the  amount 
from  two  to  three  millioos.]  Mr.  W.  then  moved 
to  strike  out  three  millions,  and  insert,  in  lieu  there- 
of, two  and  a  half  millions. 

Mr.  W.  said,  he  had  maft  this  motion  on  the 
ground  that  he  had  no  idea  that  we  shonldbe  able 
to  keep  in  the  Treasury  a  million  of  dollars  for 
contingencies.  He  had  no  wish,  he  said,  that  Gov- 
ernment should  ever  have  a  dollar  in  tbe  Treas- 
ury more  than  was  necessary  for  the  authorized 
expendituie;  believing  that  the  expenditure  would 
keep  pace  with  the  money  in  the  Treasury.  If 
more  money  should  be  necessary,  the  President 
had  it  always  in  his  power  (o  convene  Congress 
for  the  purpose  of  providing  it 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said  be  should  oppose 
the  motion,  though  he  believed  it  not  very  mate- 
rial. If  the  money  was  not  wanted,  it  wonld  not 
be  borrowed.  The  bill  contained  no  abivlute  in- 
junction to  borrow,  but  an  authority  I( 


loan  should  be  borrowed,  it  would  not  increase  the 
debt  of  Uie  country,  inasmuch  as,  besides  the  out- 
standing Mississippi  stock,  there  was  ^,800,000  of 
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the  prineip«d  or  ihe  paUic  debt  to  tie  paid  off  (his 

Mr.  LiTTLH  mggeated,  that  calling:  Congress 
would  not  be  a  very  economical  process  for  effect- 
ing what  could  so  easily  be  eflecied  now,  by  lear- 
ine  the  bill  as  it  atands. 

Mr,  Plovd  made  a  few  remarks  in  faTOr  of  the 
motion,  and  then  the  motion  was  Aegatived. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  eo{n:ossed  fo*  a 
-  third  reading>~tbe  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
by  Mr.  Cocsx,  but  not  sustained  by  a  safficieDt 
ntimba-. 

Tbebiti  respeeting  the  enlivtraent  of  seamen  for 
the  Navy  of  the  United  Slates,  was  then  taken  up, 
and  ordered  to  be  endued  for  a  third  reading, 

Tba  bill  ftmrt  the  Senate,  providing  for  the  re- 
lief of  sick  and  disabled  seamen,  passed  ihrongh  a 
Comttitte^  of  th«  Whole. 

Several  amendments  were  recommended  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  amonz' which 

i«  the  Btrfting  OQE  two  sections  of  the  bill  pro^ 


tiding  for  erecting  an  hcnpital  at  Ifew  Orleans, 
and  appropriatiig'  money  for  purchai'  '  "* 
ing' for  the  same  purpose  at  Savannah.   Thisqnes- 


r  purchasing  a  build- 
lavionah.  Thisqaes- 
tion  gave  rise  to  consldnable  debate,  being  warmly 
opposed  by  Mr.  Bctler,  of  Louisiana,  and  Mr. 
CtFTHBSaT,  hot  was  decided  in  the  affiraiBtive. 
A  new  section  was  also  added,  aothorizing  and 
repairing  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  cause  to 
be  Jaiucted,  at  the  rate  of  twenty-five  cents  pef 
month,  from  (he  pay  of  the  officers  and  seamen  of 
the  Navy  of  the  United  Stales,  for  the  purposes  of 
this  bill. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time. 

SMALL  VESSELS  OF  WAH. 

The  bill  from  the  Benatev  authtxizing  tfee  btild- 
ioff  of.certwD  nnall  resseU  of  war,  paswd  through 
a  Coiniaitt^  of  th«  Wbola,  afUt  being  uneadM, 
H  as  to  nducQ  die  mimbei  from  aeveii  to  five. 

{Th«  object  c^  these  vessels  is  to  pioteet  the 
raTeni)«h  and.  pptsae  pintes;  &«.,  in  the  waten  of 
our  Southeni  ooasl,  which  are  too  shallow  to  be 
navisaled  by  the  vessels  now  ia  service.} 

Toe  bill  WM  omoaed  by  Mr.  Cakkoh,  *  wine- 
eeasary,  and  alw  MWBse  the  oott  of  the'  veMel 
(•60,(>W)  was  sot  to  be  taken  from  the  moneya 
aimdy  afpfoprivted  for  t«paiie.  It  was  supported 
by  Mmu*.  Silsbeb,  Johmsoii,  and  Ncwton,  on 
the  groHAd  of  its  being  requited  for  (he  seoutity  oS 
the  rev^ne,  aad  the  deiectioa  i^  mugglen  and 
jtratea. 

The  ^eelion  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  eogroited 
for  a  thud  readiqg,  was  decided  by  yeas  and  naya 
— 76  votes  to  37,  as  follows ; 

Tus^Memi.  Abbot.  AUea  of  N.  Ymk,  Andsnon, 
Atcharof  Md.,  Archw  of  Virginia,  Biker,  Bsldirin,  Ball, 
Bstamu),  Bloomfield,  Braib^  Burton,  BuUetofLomai- 
uia.  Cms,  Cobb,  Crawford,  Culbrsth,  Cul^per,  Cash- 
man,  Cuthbert,  Darlington, DeDni)Dn,Bickiiuan,Eir[e, 
Eddy,  Edwirdi  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  North  Car- 
olina, Pishsr,  Floyd,  Folder,  Polleiton,  Rill,  Hostettcr, 
Johnson,  Jone*  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Kiniley,  Little, 
LtTennoTa,  Lowodet,  Lynran,  McCoy,  McLane  of  Del- 
Kw»e,  Meiga,  hleicer,  S.  Moore,  NeaTe,  NeUon  of 
MaanchQactta,  Nawton,  Parkar  of  Mttaseh'ti^  Hirip^ 


Pincknc;,  PKchet,  Plamer,  Bankiif,  Ridt,  Sofer^ 
Sampson,  SergesQli  Silabee,  Saiiffa  of  N.  Jnasy,  Smiih 
if  Maryland,  SmMk  ef  Natlh  Car^Uoa,  Sllmmt,  Stmra^ 


Ni—    

BrysB,  Bnffiml,Cwnpb^  Cdman,  Cocks,  C:nAa,Poot, 
FonWd  Ohh  at  PeHwylvauia,  Handiieki;  Henick, 
BibshoMa.  BeiaMi,  Kendall,  KiMay,  Lika,  Meday. 
IfaCteny,  Kstaalf,  B.  Uoert,  Mttmy,Overamal,  Fau 
toMMS,  PhilMn,  PindiU,  KeddaS,  Bba^  Eia*,  Sawder, 
Slaan.  Sentbaid,  Straoc  of  Vetttoat,  Tiukat  efS,  CsM- 
Uaa,  Walker,  and  WiUiama  of  Ndrth  Cndiaa. 

The  bill  was  subseqiwntty  mda  ihM  timi^uad 

NAVIGATION  LAW. 

The  bill  irtm  the  Senate,  supptonebtvy  to  the 
bin  coonnonty  called  lis  NmimMvn  hm,  passed 
thtoogha  Commit(«eof  the  Wlnles  when  it  was 
decidedly  supported  by  Mr.  Newtox,  Hr.  Clat, 
aad  Mr.  Voat. 

The-TOte  on  orderibg  the  bill  td  be  eoraoaied  foi 
a  third  reading  was  decided  affirmatively  b^  yeas 
and  nays — 91  to  25,  as  fcjlows ; 

YttM^Vlmn.  AUMt,  Al««aaAg»s  Alleit  oTN.  Terfc, 
Allan  ef  TeaaeiHa^  AndsMOa,  Aiebte  af  MantaDd, 
Areberaf  VitfMa,  Biker,  BbtMMi«  Bfaoialel^  Bi*< 
vaid,  Biariv  BWlir  of  Hew  HmraWn,  BuUer  of 
Lanwana,  Caapb^  Caauea,  CMeM,'  Cobb,  Oiaftii, 
Uratironl,  Calbreth,  Culpeper,  Ceahman,  Cuthben; 
DickJQidn,  Earte,  Eddy,  EdwardsefCoeaedicat,  Ed- 
ward* of  North  CarDJiot,  Fiaher,  Plojd,  Fojnr,  Foot, 
FuUeiton,  Groaa  of  Fennsylonia,  Hall  of  New  York, 
EibahDiaJn,  Heialer,  Hill,  Jooei  of  Virginia,  Kent, 
Kinaley,  Little,  Linn,  Lifeiaore,  Lonndei,  Lyman, 
Maday,  McOreiiy,  McLaDc  of  Delswane,  Meigs,  Mer- 
cer, Metcsif,  8.  Maore,  Mnrray,  Neale,  Nehno  of  Maa- 
aacfantetts,  NewCon,  Overstreet,  Parlter  of  MaSiacha- 
satis,  PladaR,  Fflcber,  Plamer,  Rankin,  Rbea,  ffieh, 
Kofcra,  Rina,  StmpaOD,  Baigaaat,  Silibm,  Simkin^ 


Vermont,  Strong  of  NawYork,  SWaariagea,  TaTkr, 
Tarrell,  Totaidkina.  Triable,  Tucker  Of  BaeA  Ctfo- 
lins,  Van .  RanM^MT,  Walker,  Wallan,  Waiield, 
WendoTcr,  Whitman,  WUltaua  of  NaiDi  Cwolina, 
and  Wood. 

Nira—MMirs.  Adams,  BaUmn,  Ball,  Bodan.  Bai- 
well,  Clark,  Cocke,  Qulington,  Denntsan,  forrcat, 
Qarnctt,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  BoaleUar,  Johnaon,Kin> 
aey,  McCoy,  R.  Hoore,  Pstlenon,  Pbilaon,  Pinckney, 
Sawyer,  Sloan,  Buoat,  and  WUUaaia  of  Virginia. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  tiioe,  aod^uerd. 
Sam  iPdoei.  P.  M. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  the  reserrtlion  of 
timber  lands  for  naval  purposes ;  the  bill  to  con- 
tinue in  force  the  act  to  provide  for  persms  disa- 
bled by  known  wounds  in  ri»e  Revolntiottaty  war: 
and  the  UU  to  provide  far  rqiairins'  the  CfetieTal 
Post  Office  builditig, — passed  tbrougli  Contmittees 
of  the  Whole,  ana  were  ordered  to  be  engroswd 
for  a  third  readinS. 

The  Ml)  for  the  relief  of  Margaret  HaH,  (bte 
Hai^ret  HcKenziej)  passed  through  a  ComnnttM 
of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  He  on  the  table. 
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Tlie  bill  desigoatiiig  the  ports  within  wliioli  oolj 
forei^a-aniied  T«sseU  Ehatl  be  penmttett  to  enter ; 
the  bill  to  iacraase  ibe  ntuob^  of  clerks  in  the 
War  Department ;  tnd  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Riehwd  S.  HnijkW,~seTenUr  pOMed  throagh 
Committees  of  the  Wholej  tmi  ware  ordered  lobe 
engrooed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  making  appropriatioaB  for  curyii^^  into 
efiect  the  treaty  lately  concluded  with  the  Chipfte' 
wa  nation  of  Indiani,  puMd  throngfa  ■  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordei«d  lo  be  engro  ved 
for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  extend  tiie  jnnsdiction  of  justices  of 
the  peace  in  (he  recovering  of  debts  in  the  Diatriet 
of  C(dumbia,  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the 
WIm^  and  wu  ordered  to  lie  on  the  mbje. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ebenezei  Blerene  and 
Anstui  L.  Sands,  legal  representative*  of  Rich- 
ardson Sandfl,  paved  throoirfa  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Rhea  moved  that  the  snid  bill  be  pofitponed 
indefinitely ;  btit,  before  Au  qtiestion  wss  decided, 
about  10  o'clock  the  House  adjourned. 

Satdkimy,  May  13. 

Mr.  Suits,  of  North  Carotina,  from  the  Gont- 
mittee  of  Acconnts,  to  whom  was  referred  the  re- 
port of  the  Speaker,  and  his  account,  with  the 
voucher  in  support  thereof,  respecting  the  expen- 
ditures for  fumtsbiog  the  Wl  and  offices  of  the 
House  of  RepreseotatiTes,  made  a  report;  which 
was  read,  and  the  resolution  and  order  therein 
contained  were  concnrred  in  by  the  House  as  fed- 
lows,,  viz : 

SaoUtd,  That  the  Usasa  dotb  appntra  of  the  and 
eipMiditBTB,  ■moDnliDg  to  the  Mm  of  tw^ty-fbsi 
tbonund  nine  handrad  and  mtm)  dollars  tbirtj-aevon 
and  a  half  cent*,  and  that  it  be  caitiS*d  to  tbo  Tnaa- 
017  aMordingly. 

Ordertd,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  the  Committee  on  Piivate  Land  Claims, 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals, 
and  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  sever- 
ally, be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  ul  such  matters  and  iblDgs  to  them  rcspectivdy 
leftsrred  during  tbe  present  session,  and  upon 
Trhich  Aey  have  not  reported. 

Mt.  Stobsb,  from  the  ConanHttee  on  Honda 
and  Canals,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  &e  aiqmintment 
of  Commissioners  to  lay  out  a  canal  in  the  State 
of  Ohio,"  reported  the  same  without  amendment; 
and  it  vras  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
to  which  is  committed  the  bill  providing  for  the 
preservation  and  repair  of  the  Cumberland  Road. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mbtcalp, 

SaolDed,  That  the  SecreUry  of  ihe  Treasury 
b^  and  he  b  hereby,  directed  to  obtain  all  the  in- 
formation he  can,  and  to  lay  before  this  House,  as 
aooa  as  may  be  pcacticaUe,  after  the  eomnience- 
mest  of  the  next  seaeion  of  Congress,  the  quantity 
of  land  sold  under  the  provisions  of  tke  law  pasMd 
cm  the  37lh  day  of  April,  1820,  entitled  "An  aei 
making  further  provision  for  the  sale  of  the  p«b- 
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lie  lands."  And,  also,  the  name  of  each  psp- 
chaaer ;  the  nmnber  of  acres  sold  to  eaofa  indi- 
vidual, or  company,  or  body  corporate;  the  sum, 
pet  acre,  for  which  the  same  was  sold ;  and  to  iia- 
(inguish  that  which  shall  be  sold  at  private  fltnn 
that  which  b  sold  at  public  sale; 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  to 
wit:  An  act  graniiag  to  the  State  01  Ohio  the 
right  of  pre-emption  to  oertaio  ijnarter  Mctiom  of 
lands ;  and  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  inh&fc- 
itants  of  the  village  of  Peoria,  in  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois; were  severally  read  the  Ibitd  time,  an< 
passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  reUcf  for 
sick  and  disabled  seamen  was  read  a  third  time, 
as  amended,  and  passed.  [The  bill,  M  it  (taad^ 
contains  provisions  (they  hatine  been  reiiutatedj 
for  the  erection  ofeaoapital  at  New  Orleans,  ami 
of  another  at  Savannah.} 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit: 
An  act  lo  amend  the  act  aukiof  ttttmtim  of 
certain  public  lands  to  si^idy  timber  for  aaval 
parpoaes;  An  act  deaignating  the  ports  within 
which  only  foreign  arntMd  vewl*  shall  be  pcnoit- 
ted  to  enter ;  An  act  to  revive  and  cctttmne  ia 
force  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  ptr- 
sons  who  were  disaUed  by  known  wounda  leoened 
in  the  Revolutic»ary  war,  and  for  othe*  pnnioses  iV 
An  act  ^viding  for  repairing  the  roof  of  the 
Qenetal  Poal  Omet,  and  to  pocure  an  engina  for 
the  protection  of  the  said  buuding;  An  net  &«  the 
relief  of  Richard  8.  Haekkf;  and  an  actloia- 
crease  the  number  of  clerks  m  the  War  Depart- 
ment; were  severally  read  the  third  time,  asd 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  ftvm 
tiie  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  rdief  of  Ebf 
nezer  Stevena  and  Auatin  L.  Sands,  leg^  npn- 
aeotatiTes  of  Riohardson  Sands,  deoaaaed,  aM 
others:"  whereupon,  it  waa  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Coomittae  o£ 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entilled 
"An  act  for  the  reU^  cf  the  legal  rapresentaiiMB 
ol  Teneh  Fianeia,  deceased."  Th«  biU  was  to- 
ported  without  aiDendment,and  ordered  to  be  read 
a  third  time  to-^y.  It  wa*  aCoordingly  rftd  a 
third  tinM^  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  rdief  of  Ma^aret  Hall,  laie 
McKenzie,  waa  takoi  np,  orderod  to  a  thiid  nail- 
ing, and  sabseqnently  read  thp  third  tiOM^  and 
pused. 

The  bill  for  the  rdief  of  Joahaa  Newwno,  Paler 
CrookiL  and  James  Rabb;  the  t»ll  for  the  relief  «f 
Conrad  Laub;  the  bill  to  authorize  the  Qorenar 
of  the  State  of  Illinois  to  obtatn  certain  abstracts 
of  land  from  certain  public  offices;  ^e  bill  pn- 


throngb  Committees  of  the  WhtJe,  were  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and  were  eab- 
seauently  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  continue  in  force 
the  act  "to  provide  for  reports  of  decision*  of  the 
Supreme  Conrt,"  passed  Inrongb  the  nnial  fonns, 
and  was  read  a  third  time,  ana  finally  lasaad;  as 
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sbo  did  the  lull  from  the  Senate  for  ■Iteriiiff  the 
timei  of  boMiDK  the  court  of  the  United  Slates 
fctt  the  Western  District  of  PenDsyWuiia. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Hunter  poued 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was.  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bills  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Rich- 
wti  Smrth,  and  for  the  r^ief  of  Ambrow  Vuse, 
paned  through  the  usual  forms,  and  were  read  a 
third  time,  and  fioBUy  paued. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  reli^  of  Thos, 
Leiper  passed  through  the  usual  forms,  being  op- 
posed by  Mr.  Rhea,  and  supported  by  Messrs. 
BiROEiKT  and  Maclat,  and  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  finally  passed. 

The  bills  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Rich- 
ard O'Brien  and  James  L.  Cathcari,  passed 
throu^  Committees  of  the  Whole,  and  were  read 
athirdtime,and  passed — the  latter  with  an  amend- 
mm  I. 

The  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  President,  Directors, 
and  Companr,  of  the  Merchants'  Bank  of  New- 
port, in  Rhode  Island ;  the  bill  was  repotted  with- 
out amendment,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  bto  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  confirming  certain  claims 
to  land  in  the  State  of  Illinois ;  which  was  re- 
ported without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  eu- 
gniesed  and  read  a  third  time  to-day,  which  was 
nbMqoently  done  and  the  bill  passed. 

The  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  to  authorize  the  erection  of  a  lighthouse 
on  one  of  the  Isles  of  Shoals,  near  Portsmouth,  in 
New  Hampshire."  The  bill  was  reported  with 
ameodments;  which  were  concurred  in  by  the 
House,  and  the  amendments  ordered  to  be  en- 
trrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  to-day. 
The  bill  was  accordiogly  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed  as  amended. 

Ordem^  That  the  title  be  amended,  by  adding 
tiiereto,  "and  for  other  purposes;"  and  that  the 
Clerk  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith,  and  request 
their  concurrence  in  the  said  amendments. 

The  Sfbakeb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
Oborob  F.  Stbotbeb,  resigning  hia  seat  as  one 
of  the  Representatives  for  ihe  State  of  Vi^inii 
which  was  ordered  to  tie  on  the  table. 

The  House  [woceeded  to  consider  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  therelief  of  Tho- 
mas Hanterj"  wherenpon,  the  bill  was  ordered 
be  read  a  third  time  to-day.     It  was  accordingly 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nbwton,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  directed  to  report  to  the  House 
of  Representatires,  hi  the  commencement  of  the 
next  session  of  Congress,  what  alterations  or  mod- 
ifications, if  aay,  are  required  in  the  several  acts 
of  Congress,  fixing  the  fees  and  emoluments  of 
the  collectore  of  the  customs,  naval  officers,  and 
lUrreyors  of  the  customs ;  and,  also,  a  plan  foi 
eompeotalin^:  anch  officers  according  to  the  ser- 
Tieea  reapectirely  performed  by  them. 
The  ImU  making  appn^riations  for  carrying  into 


effect  the  treaty  lately  concluded  with  the  Chip- 
pewa nation  of  Indians,  passed  throuch  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading  on  Monday  next 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
:o  authorize  the  appointment  of  commi»- 
sioners  to  lay  out  the  road  therein  mentioned." 
The  bill  was  n^ied  with  amendments,  which 
wei«  concnrred  in  by  the  House. 

The  question  was  then  taken.  Shall  the  ameod- 
ments be  en^ossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  7 
and  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  74,  nays  35, 
as  follows : 

Yiis — MsM».  Allon  of  Hew  York,  Andenmi, 
Bikei,  Baldwin,  Balcmsn,  BMcbar,  Bloomfisld, 
Badea,  Bmsb,  Bntlei  of  New  Hsmpsbirc,  BuUcr  of 
Loninana,  Can^sU,  CotA,  Crafts,  Crowell,  C'mh- 
man,  GBtbbart,  Darlington,  DenniaOD,  Dowss,  Eirle, 
Eddy,  Edwards  af  PeDnijIvsnia,  Fulletton,  Hen* 
dricka,  Herriek,  HibthmaB,  Hyi,  HostetUr,  Kuim?, 
Little.  Linn.  Livarmora,  Lawode*.  Ljman,  Macjs;, 
Metcair,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Mam II,  Mowlej,  Murray, 
Neale,  Nenton,  Parker  of  Man.,  Patterton,  PhibOD, 
PiDcknev,  Pitcher,  Plainer,  Kankin,  Rich,  Ringgold, 
Rogers,  itoaf,  Sergeant,  Biltbce,  Sloan,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land,  SoQthard,  StM^  Street,  Strong  of  New  Yirak, 
BweahDgcD,  Tajlor,  Tamlioaon,  Trmcj,  Trimble,  Tan 
Ransislaer,  Wallace,  Waifield,  WandoTor,  Whitman, 
and  Wood. 

NtTs — Meesr*.  Adams,  Alexander,  ArcberofMaij- 
land,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Ball,  BufTum,  Burton,  Uaie, 
Clagell,  Clark,  Cobb,  Crawford,  Culpeper,  Edwards 
of  Conneclicul,  BdwinJi  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd 
Folger,  Foot,  Forrest,  Qsmstt,  Grou  of  PennajNania, 
Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Heiater, 
Jobnion,  Kiniley,  McCraary,  Meigs,  Nelson  of  Vir- 
ginia, Rhea,  Rosa,  Sawyer,  Tompkiiia,  Williaua  of 
Virginia,  and  WiUiama  of  North  Carolina. 

Ordtnd,  That  the  said  bill  be  read  a  third  lime 
to-day.  It  was  accordingly  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

LOAN  BILL. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  lo  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  Slates  to  borrow  three 
millions  of  dollars,  and  for  other  purpoaes,"  was 
read  the  third  time;  and  the  question  was  taken, 
Shall  the  bill  pass?  and  it  passed  in  the  affirma- 
tive— yeas  75,  nays  30,  as  follows: 

Yxia— MeaBB.  Aleiander,  Allen  of  Naw  York, 
Allen  of  Teoneasa,  Andenoo,  Archer  of  Maryland, 
Ball,  BaUman,  BaMher,  Brevard,  Bruah,  Bijan,  Buf- 
fum,  Bullai  of  New  Hampshire,  Builei  of  Louiaiana, 
Case,  Clagelt,  Cook,  Culbreth,  Gaahman,  Cuthbart, 
Denniaon,  Dowaa,  Eddy,  Ednards  of  Coonecticat, 
Floyd,  Folger,  Fool,  Forrosl,  Fnllcrlon,  Orosa  of 
PenniylTBDia,  Heiater,  Hill,  Jobnaoo,  Jones  of  Tan- 
neaaee,  Kiasley,  Little,  Lowndes,  Haclay,  McCreary, 
Meigs,  B.  Hoore,  Hurray,  Neale,  Nelaon  of  Maaaa- 
chnselts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Parker  ofMa*- 
aachuaetts,  Faltarson,  Pheipe,  Philsoii,  Pinckney,  Pit- 
cher, Rankin,  Rhea,  Bich,  Etogera,  Sampion,  Sergeant, 
Silsbee,  Smith  of  New  Jeraey,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Smith  of  Notth  Caroliaa,  Binet,  Strong  of  New 
YoA,  Tarr,  TajloT,  Tomlinaon,  Tompkins,  TMmbIa, 
Van  RenaaaUer,  Wallace,  Wendorer,  WHliami  of 
Virpnia,  and  Wood. 
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Nat*— Hewn.  Ad*mi,  Baldwin,  Bodan,  Ssitan, 
BuiweU,  Campbell,  Canaan,  Cobb,  Cocks,  Crafta, 
Culpeper,  Gdwaidi  or  PennajWaoia,  Gdnard*  of 
North  Carolio*,  Hendricki,  Hoitetlar,  Keiidalt,  Kin- 
iej.  Lion,  Livermora,  McCoj,  Mstcal^  Flamer,  Rati, 
Sloan,  Southard,  Slorn,  Strong  of  Vermoat,  Tuckei 
of  South  Uaiolini,  Walker,  and  Willianii  of  North 
Carolina. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 
TONNAGE  DUTY  ON  FRENCH  SHIPa 

The  HouM  then  resolred  itself  into  r  Commit- 
tee of  the  Wbole  on  the  bill  to  impose  a  new  Cou- 
Bage  duty  on  French  ships  and  vessels. 

[Tlig  £nl  aeetion  of  Iba  bill  proTiJei  that,  in  lieu  of 
the  tonnage  dulj  now  paid  on  rrencb  ahipi  or  Teaw[a, 
tbers  ahatl  be  paid  a  dalj  of  eigtiteen  dollan  per  ton, 
on  all  Prancb  shipa  or  veueti  which  ahall  be  enteied 
IQ  the  Uoitrd  State*,  any  act  to  the  contrary  notnith- 
Kttnding:  Prvvided,  hmcteer.  That  nothing  contained 
in  thin  act  shall  be  so  conttmed  as  to  preTeal  the  ei- 
tensioD  of  the  proriaions  of  the  act,  entitled'  "An  act 
U  repeat  to  mach  of  the  leTerBl  acts  imporing  datie* 
OD  the  tannage  of  ihipc  and  TcaaeU,  and  on  gooda, 
waraa,  and  marchandue,  imported  into  the  United 
Slalee,  ae  impoeee  a  diaciimioating  dniy  on  tonnage 
between  foreign  TseaeU  and  voteele  of  the  United 
Stales,  and  between  the  goedt  imported  into  the  Uni- 
ted 8ule«  in  fonign  veaael*.  and  Toaeels  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sutaa,"  to  French  ehipe  aod  Temla,  and  Ibe 
good*  imported  therein,  nhenaver  the  Governmeni  ef 
France  shalt  accede  la  the  proTiiians  of  Ibe  act  aboTii 

8>c.  3.  That  the  tonnage  duty  laid,  and  directed  to 
be  paid  by  tbii  act,  ihall  be  collected  aoJ  paid  eccord. 
ing  to  the  proTiiions  of  the  act,  entilleil  "An  act  to 
regalnte  the  coMeclion  of  duliet  on  imports  and  ton- 
nage," pasMd  the  second  day  of  March,  one  thonund 
leTen  hundred  and  oiaetj-nine. 

8kc.  3.  That  this  act  aball  commence,  and  be  in 
fbree,  from  end  after  the  flnl  dny  of  July,  one  thona- 
and  eight  handted  and  twenty.] 

Mi.  Newtoh,  the  cbairmaa  of  the  Committee 
of  Commerce,  gsTe  a  brief  exposition  of  the  causes 
wbicii  renderea  expedient  the  passage  of  this  bill. 
TIm  documents  Uid  before  Congress. on  the  sub- 
ject, be  said,  showed  that  all  attempts  at  n»otia- 
tion  on  it  had  failed.  The  policy  of  the  United 
States  had  been  just  and  liberal.  We  had  offered 
tToj  thing  that  could  be  oflered,  on  terms  of  reci- 
procity, to  induce  Prance  to  abandon  bei  policy,  so 
utjurious  to  our  commerci&l  and  navigating  intei- 
Mt.  We  had  ofieied  her  the  same  terms  as  had 
been  accepted  by  Runsia,  by  the  Netherlands,  and 
by  the  Hanseauc  cities ;  b<f t  we  liad  offered  it  in 

Mr.  N.  said  hewas  very  sorry  that  it  became  his 
duty  now  to  advocBle  a  policy  which  was  abhor- 
rent to  his  mind — that  of  resiric lions  on  commerce. 
He  was  happy  that  our  Qorernment  had  shown 
to  the  nations  of  the  world  the  example  of  placing 
commerce  on  the  most  liberal  footing ;  out,  as 
Fiance  had  refused  to  reciprocate  that  liberality, 
it  has  now  become  onr  impeiioiis  duty  to  come 
back,  in  regard  to  France,  to  the  policy  which  she 
herself  pursues.  In  consequence  of  her  illiberality, 
in  this  respect,  we  are  compelled  tu  reaort  to  the 


now  undo'  conkideralion.  Sbe  is  sow  is 
possession  of  a  positive  advantage  over  us,  by  her 
regulations.  Will  she  voluntarily  give  it  up7  It 
has  been  already  shown  thai  she  will  not ;  and 
she  will  continue  to  refuse  to  give  it  up,  until  she 
finds  (bat,  by  persisting  in  it,  she  has  auDJeeied  her 
own  comiaerueio  inconvenience.  In  order,  there- 
fore, to  enable  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
between  this  time  and  the  nest  session  ofOon- 
grees,  to  n^oiiale  with  the  French  Goveriunent 
to  some  effect,  it  was  necessary  to  pass  this  bill. 
There  is  in  the  bill  a  provision  that,  if  the  Freoch 
Qovernment  fe^  disposed  to  enlarge  its  policy  in 
regard  to  us.  all  restriclions  on  ber  commerce  in 
our  ports  will  be  done  away,  and  her  vessels  will 
be  placed  on  the  same  footmg  in  the  ports  of  the 
United  States  as  tho$e  of  Great  Britain  ttow  are. 
If  we  do  not  resort  to  this  measure,  the  door  of  ue- 
Kotiation  will  remain, as  it  DowisjEhut  inouriace. 
These  considerations  being  taken  into  view,  hft 
hoped  the  Committee  would  see  the  necessity  of 
passinz  Ibis  bill. 

Without  further  debate,  the  Committee  roeeand 
r»>orted  the  bill,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engiiM»-. 
ea  for  a  third  reading ;  and  was  subsequenlly  read 
a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for 
concurrence. 

.And  the  House  adjourned  to  meet  amine  o'clock 

I  Monday. 

Mono  AT,  May  15. 

(Mend,  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
petitions,  bills,  and  other  matters  and  things,  10 
them  referred  at  the  present  session,  and  upon 
which  they  have  finally  acted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TiYLoa, 

ReitiBtd,  That  the  Clerk  ol  this  Hou.<e  cause  to 
be  prepared  and  printed,  for  the  use  of  the  mem- 
bers, a  list  of  business  remaining  undetermined, 
which,  by  the  eziAtbg  rule,  is  tow  resumed  and 
acted  upon  at  the  next  session  of  Congress ;  de- 
signating bills,  reports,  and  resolutions  committed, 
from  those  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sawtek,  the  Secrettuy  of 
the  Treasury  was  directed  to  report  to  the  House, 
at  the  next  session  of  Congress,  such  office*  of 
the  customs  as  may  be  properly  suppressed  on  ac- 
count of  their  inutility  or  Irom  any  other  cause. 

An  engrossed  hill  making  appropriations  for 
carrying  into  effect  the  treaty  lately  concluded 
with  the  Chippewa  nation  of  Indians,  was  read 
the  third  time  and  passed. 

Ordertd,  That  the  the  title  be  "An  act  making 
approjffiations  for  cartving  into  effect  the  treaties 
concluded  with  the  Cnippewa  and  Kickapoo  na* 
tions  of  Indians;"  and  that  the  Clerk  carry  the 
said  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  ask  their  ci 


A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House  , 
that  the  Senate  concur  in  the  first,  third,  fourth,  and 
fifth,  and  disagree  to  the  second  and  sixth  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  relief  for  sink 
anddisabledseamen."  Theybavepasaedthebillof 
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Aia  Howe,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  th«  Pies- 
itait  of  the  United  States  to  borrow  three  milliotu 
flf  dollkn  and  for  other  purposes,"  with  amend' 
meaU,  ki  which  they  ask  the  coneurreDce  of  this 
House. 

Hr.  Trim BLB  moved  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  which  is  cotniqitted  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  nanting  eoiain  piiTi- 
JMca  to  the  Oman  Steamship  Company  of  New 
York,"  be  disehai^d  from  the  farther  eooiideni' 
(ion  thereof.  This  motioD  was  rejected  by  the 
House. 

The  Loan  UU,  retnmed  from  the  Senate  with 
■mendmentB,  the  object  of  which  was  to  foerease 
Ae  anthority  to  borrow  five  millions,  instead  of 
thiee,  and  to  strike  out  what  relates  to  the  sun4us 
of  the  Sinking  Pond,  and  to  the  funding  or  the 
Mississippi  stock,  was  taken  op. 

Mr.  BHiTH,  of  Maryland,  who  resanled  Uie 
naendment  as  goine  to  do  corertly  what  the  bill 
proposed  to  do  openly,  moved  that  the  House  dis- 
a(^ee  to  the  amendments,  and  ask  a  conference 
wtlh  the  Senate  on  the  disagreement.  This  was 
agreed  to. 

The  HoBse  proceeded  to  consider  the  message 
from  the  Senate,  stating  their  disagreement  to  ^e 
second  and  sixth  of  the  amendments  proposed  by 
Ais  House  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
nlief  for  sick  and  disabled  seamen  i"  whereupon, 

SMobitd,  That  this  House  doth  insist  on  their 
said  second  am^dment,  and  recede  from  their 
aixlh  amendment  to  the  bill  aforesaid. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to 
extend  the  jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the  peace  in 
the  recovery  of  debts  in  the  District  of  Columbia : 
Whereupon,  the  bill  was  again  ordered  to  tie  on 
the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
diat  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  of  this  House, 
entitled  "An  act  designating  the  ports  within 
which,  only,  foreign  armed  ships  shall  be  pomit- 
ted  to  enter ;"  wim  an  amendment,  in  which  they 
ask  the  concnrrence  of  this  House. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  designating  the  ports,  within 
which,  only,  foreign  arraed  veraels  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  enter,"  was  concarred  in  by  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Man'tand, 

Sfolwd,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
leaentatives  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
pay,  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  House, 
fluch  sum  as  he  may  deem  just,  not  exceeding  the 
ctnnpensation  of  die  regular  clerks  of  his  depart- 
ment, for  the  same  period,  to  an  assistant  clerk, 
during  the  present  session. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  from 
die  Spnate,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  build- 
ing aa  addition  to  the  custom-house  now  erecting 
in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  for  the  use  of  the  dis- 
trict court  of  the  United  States  for  the  State  of 
*  Louisiana;"  when  it  was  ordered  that  the  said 
bill  be  read  a  third  time  to-day.  It  was  accord- 
ingly read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Hemdbicks  moved  that  the  House  do  now 
proceed  to  consider  the  biU  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tkd  "An  act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the 


ienfliate 
botmdaries ;"  which  was  rejected  by  the  Honae. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Stbeet,  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  granting  certain  privi- 
leges to  the  Ocean  SteaiDship  Company  of  New 
York,"  were  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
bill ;  when  it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wiiaumb, 
of  North  Carolina,  ordered  to  Ue  on  the  laUe. 

Mr.  ARCB£B,of  Maryland,  laid  in  at  the  Clerk's 
table  sundry  statements,  marked  A  B  C  E  and  F, 
in  relation  to  the  expenditures  of  public  moneys 
in  the  Navy  Department ;  which  were  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  PuUie 
Buildings,  and  the  Committee  on  the  Expendi- 
tures in  the  War  Department,  respectively,  be 
discharged  from  the  fnritiei  consideration  of  the 
several  matters  and  things  to  them  referred  during 
the  present  session,  ana  upon  which  they  hava 
not  tiDaUy  acted. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  iBftxmedtheHouaa 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  biUa  (tf  this  Hopi^ 
of  the  following  titles,  to  wit :  "An  act  to  ievn« 
and  continue  in  force  an  act,  mtitM  "Aa  aat  to 
provide  for  persons  who  were  disabled  by  knows 
wounds  received  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and 
for  other  purposes ;"  and  an  act  in  addition  to  die 
act,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Governmeot  for  Uie  year  1820 ;" 
with  amendments  to  each,  in  which  they  ask  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  Senate  insist  on  their  amendments  disa- 
greed to  by  this  Hotise  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  borrow  three  millions  of  dollars,  and  for  other 

Euiposes;  and  have  agreed  to  the  ctwference  asked 
y  this  House  thereon,  to  which  they  have  ap- 
pointed managers  on  their  part. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  die  act,  enti- 
tled 'An  act  makmg  appropriations  for  the  mp- 
port  of  Government  for  the  year  IftSO-^y  waa 
read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  tbe  Whole  on  the  amendment;  the  Committee 
rose,  and  reported  their  agreement  thereto ;  and 
the  amendment  was  concumd  in  by  the  Hotts& 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  tbe 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  revive  and  continue  in 
force  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  for  per- 
sons who  were  disabled  by  known  wounds  re- 
ceived in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  for  odier 
purposes,"  was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Shitb,  of  Maryland,  from  the  managers 
on  the  part  of  this  House  at  the  conference  on  tbe 
disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Honses  on  the  amend- 
ments depepdine  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  au- 
thorizing the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
borrow  three  millions  of  dollars,  and  for  oihtx 


greementto  thejirri  and/mrtkof  theamendmenlB 
proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  said  tail,  and  re- 
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TREASDRy  DEPARTMENT. 

The  House,  on  motioB  of  Mr.  Sbboeaut,  i^ 
Mlved  itielf  into  a.  Committee  of  the  Wbolei  oa 
tke  bill  trcuD.  tke  Sen^e,  in  addition  to  the  acts 
proridiag  for  the  better  orguiizatioa  of  tha  Trea- 
suTT  Depaftment. 

[This  bill  provide*  a  sommaiy  process  for  the 
lecorervof  mooep  belong^gtotheUiiiledStatw, 
in  the  kands  of  indiriduals,  coLectois,  and  other 
public  a^ts,  &c.] 

The  bi&  nre  riM  to  a  debate,  be^n  bf  Mt. 
BdwabdS,  <S  Nordi  Careluaa,  in  opposition  (o  the 
bill,  which  was  supported  by  Mr.  SaBaEAitT  and 
otben. 

The  objection  set  np  to  the  bill  was.  tlut  it  jwo- 
posed  to  vi<date  the  right,  secured  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, of  a  trial  bf  nij.  dtc,  and  also  the  other 
right,  that  no  man  uioiud  be  deprived  of  his  prop- 
erty without  due  j>roceaB  of  law. 

in  reply  to  thu  objection,  it  was  argued,  that 
there  waa  nothing  proposed  but  what  was  sanc- 
tioned by  numerous  jncedent^  such  as  sales  for 
Don^^yment  of  taxes,  dbc  The  moment  a  man 
reeeires  the  pnUic  money,  he  is  the  agent  or  in- 
stramenl  of  the  Treasnry,  and  ongbt  to  be  subject 
to  its  power,  so  iar  as  to  ctHnpefhini  to  account 
tor  the  money  which  he  baa  received,  and  rcAues 
or  aetata  to  account  for. 

The  bill  having  been  reported  to  the  House,  a 
motkn  was  made  by  Mr.  Cbowbll  to  postpone 
the  further  considention  thereof  to  the  first  day 
of  die  next  session ;  which  was  negatived. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  i  and  was  subaequently  read  a  third  time,  and 
pua^ — by  yeas  and  nays— S9  to  14,  as  follows: 

Y*A»—M»mn.  Abbot,  Adams^  AlMaadtt,  Aniat- 
aoB,  Archer  of  Hanhnd,  Ardtsr  of  Virginia,  Bikw, 
Baldwin,  BtoemSeli  Brevard,  BoAim,  Barton,  Bnr- 
weU,  Butler  of  New  HanptUra,  Campb^  Osae, 
Cobb,  Cook,  Crafts,  Crawfcid,  Cnlpepor,  Ciuhinaii, 
Cnthbort,  Dariington,  DonnisoD,  Dickmson,  Dowse, 
Eddy,  Edward*  (rf  Connoeticnt,  Ervin,  Fishsr,  Folger, 
FotTMt,  Grow  of  Fennsylvinia,  Hibahman,  Heirter, 
Hill,  Hoatetter,  JohnMn,  Jones  of  TonnMsea,  Kant, 
Kinsay,  I.ittlo,  Linn,  Lowndsi,  HscUy,  HeCnary, 
Hoiga,  MotMK  B.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Mooell,  Monay, 
Neale,  Newton,  Ovantreet,  Parker  of  MaaudiDsetts, 
Pallenon,  FhUson,  Bankin,  Bhea,  Bich,  Binggrid, 
Bogen,  Sum,  SamMon,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Sibbee, 
Slou,  Smith  of  flaw  Jeney,  Bnith  of  Maryland, 
Slon*,   Stmt,  Strong  of  Tannant,   Strong  of  New 


flald,  Wendovar,  Whitman,  WilUuns  of  Virginia, 
WiUiama  of  North  Carolina,  and  Wood. 

Nats— Hesara.  Allen  of  New  Toik,  BaU,  Bateman, 
Braah,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Crowall,  Edwards  of 
North  Caroline,  Fool,  Oamett,  Hendri^  Heniek, 
Nelaon  of  Virginia,  Boaa,  and  Bweerinfan. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Sraate  have  passed  the  bill  of  this  House 
entitled  "An  act  fta  the  rdief  of  the  legal  rqne- 


and  fourth  amendments  to  the  bili,  entitled  "Aa 

act  authorizing  the  Preeidant«f  theUnitedSlatei 

borrow  three  millions  <^  dollars,  ftftd  &h  other 


purposes." 
The  am 


Jhe  amendmait  pitqweed  by  the  BeteM  to  dK 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  ibf  the  r^kf  of  tke  legal  f^ 
reaentalivcs  of  Ceniad  Lank,  deceased)"  waa  fewl, 
and  oonenrrad  id  by  tha  Hoiue. 

THANKS  TO  THE  aPEAKEB. 

The  House  having  gat  through  iha  bannese 
befoneit— 

Hr.  WanriBLB,  of  ItoykH  '^b*  *■><  Dht&rei, 
tbsrt  altbflQgh  it  hail  been  eustoDmry.  vtheneTer 
thete  Oisted  a  disporitioti  on  the  part  or  the  Hanse 
by  BB  unanimous  vote  to  express  their  nuonalified 
approbation  of  the  conrse  pursued  by  the  Spcaka, 
to  delay  the  expression  of  that  opinion  until  the 
termination  of  the  period  for  which  he  was  elected, 
yet  be  was  induced,  on  this  occasion,  to  depajt 
&om  that  course,  having  distinctly  undeniood  that 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  Speaker  to  decline  the 
duties  of  the  Chair  at  the  close  of  die  present  ses- 
sitm.  Any  observations,  said  Mr.  W.,  to  enforce 
the  justice  and  proprietv  of  unanimously  adopting 
the  resolution  would  be  altc^ether  superfluous. 
Every  member  of  the  House,  in  common  with 
himself,  had  witnessed,  during  the  present  labo- 
rious and  protracted  session,  the  dignity,  ability, 
and  impartiality^  with  which  the  Speaker  had  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  his  station ;  and  he  was  per- 
suaded there  was  not  a  member  of  that  body  to 
whom  it  would  not  afTord  the  truest  gratification 
to  offer  the  small  tribute  of  respect  and  approba- 
tion  intended  to  be  expressed  in  the  resolution 
then  before  them.  Mr.  W.  then  submitted  the 
following  resolution,  the  queation  on  which  being 
put  by  ine  Clerk,  it  was  adopted  unanimously : 

Bttohtd,  wumimoutlo,  by  Ot  Houte  o/H^re- 
ttniaiUtM  of  the  United  aXaitt  of  Antriea,  That  the 
thanks  of  this  Honsa  be  given  to  the  honorable  Hanar 
Ckit,  Speaker  thereof,  fin  the  dignity,  ability,  and 
impartiality  widi  which  he  ha*  discharged  the  datieB 
of  that  atalion. 

Upon  which  Mr.  Clat  rose,  and  addressed  the 
House  as  follows : 

GBrTi.nsn:  Tha  House  of  Rspresentali>es  has, 
OD  ibrmer  oecaekuii,  honored  me  by  a  vote  of  its 
thanka.  I  than  folt  that  the  aide  claim  which  I  had 
to  a  teatimony  of  the  imblio  approbatioD,  so  disiiii- 
gniabed,  waa  the  seal  Wtlh  which  I  have  ever  sought 
to  disebmige  the  high^  reaponaiUe  dntlca  of  the  Chair: 
and  I  am  now  sensible  that  I  am  indebted  to  your  be- 
lief of  the  continued  esertion  of  that  leal  for  the  ftedi 
proof  of  your  bvoraUe  sentiments  toward*  ma,  in  the 
rasolntioB  which  yon  have  joat  adopted. 

If,  gentlsnen,  the  traveller  part*  wiih  regret  6am 
those  agreeable  aequaintanceB  which  ha  casoallf  makaa, 
as  he  journey*  «i  his  w^r,  bow  much  mora  painAd 
most  be  the  aeparation  of  Ihoae  who  have  co^opaialed 
many  months  in  the  anxious  endeavor  to  advance  the 
"  '  of  a  common  coontiy ;  wbo  have  besn  >ni- 
mntnal  sympathiea ;  and  who  have  become 
to  eadi  other  by  an  interchange  of  all  the 
incident  (o  the  fieaat  aodal  intarcoursa  \ 
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Mat,  1820. 


irkEch  I  un  nlt«r1j  nniUe  ta  exprea.  I  ■haU  cmnj 
frith  OM  into  that  ratiramgnt  which  ii  nacMiaiy  to  thi 
parfomance  of  inditpaliiibla  prifita  datiM,a  gntafnl 
MOoUactiiM  of  all  yaar  kindaeaaea;  of  the  raapMctliil 
and  aAoliMala  c«iud«r«tioii  of  ma  which  jon  ha*a 
ibnjt  aiinaad ;  of  Iha  gaaarona  and  almoat  wdimiled 
MaUanc*  which  jm  hare  orar  lapoard  in  na  |  and 
of  Iha  Isndomcn  with  which  ;«m  ba*a  treatad  avail 
mj  anon.  But,  intoreating  as  b«*a  bean  lbs  ralalioiu 
In  which  I  han  atood,  for  maaj  jaara,  to  thii  Hooaa, 
I  hava  TBt  hiffaar  motiTaa  lor  contiiiDinB  to  bahold  it 
wiUi  the  daapaat  aolidtada.  I  ahall  racacd  it  a«  tba 
giaat  dopoailary  of  tha  moat  important  poarata  of  our 
•xcallcBt  Conatilnliiia  i  •■  the  watchful  and  bitUbl 
aeotinel  of  tha  freedom  of  tlia  paoplc;  u  tha  fUraat 
and  tiDcat  image  of  their  dalibarata  will  and  wiahaa; 


and  ai  that  branch  of  tha  Gortmment  iriiare,  if  om 
bahiTod  eanntry  diall  nohappilj  be  dcatinad  to  add 
another  to  the  long  liit  of  melancholj  f lanpUi  of  Ui» 
loaa  of  pablie  libcrtj,  we  ihall  witnen  ita  iMt  atrag* 
flea  and  ita  expiring  tbroae. 

OoDtloincn,  I  beg  jon  to  cart7  with  jon  m;  «in- 
ceratt  withaa  fiir  ;oar  individnal  htppinoaa,  and  the- 
proapaiitj  of  joar  reapeetlTa  funiliaa. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  ind  Mr.  Tam  Ruis- 
sBLAsn  haTiDg  been  appointed  (o  wait  on  the 
Pretident,  reported  to  the  House  that  (he  President 
had  no  farther  communication  to  nt&ke;  and 
.  The  Hoiue  adjourned  to  the  aecond  Mondw  ia 
November  next,  being  the  thirteenth  dajr  c»  tfe 


^yGoo^^lc 


APPENDIX 

TO  THE  HISTORY  OP  THE  SIXTEENTH  CONGRESS. 

[FIRST    SESSION.] 

OOMPRIsmO  THB  MOST  IMPOBTANT  DOODHBNTS  ORIQINATINO  DtTUNG  THAT  OON- 
OKESS,  AND  TBB  POBLIO  ACTS  PASSED  BY  IT. 


DANISH  BRIG  HBNRIOK. 


Coiire«<  DoMabw  28,  1819.] 
fouMo/ 
aof&ttMudSlatu: 


ted  to  both  Honm  of  CoogTM  together  with  the 
leport  of  the  then  Sccietaiy  of  Slile,  Mr.  Madi- 
son, upon  the  cue  of  the  iMnith  fatigwitine  Hen- 
rick  aod  her  cargo,  bdouging  to  cilizeat  of  Ham- 
hargh,  recommeDding  the  t&aa  to  tlte  farorable 
eonuderatioB  of  Coonen.  In  Pdmarr,  1B06^  it 
iru  agKin  preaented,  Sf  a  Henage^hMn  the  Preai- 
dent,  to  the  conaderation  of  Co^reat,  bat  hai  not 


linoe  been  definitiveir  acted  upon.  ■ 
TheBliniMer  rendenl*  from  Da 


.        _         Denmark  and  the 

Consul  Qenerat  from  Hamborgh  haTiag  recently 
renewed  ajndications  in  belulT  of  the  respectiTe 
ownen  of  the  revel  and  cargo,  I  transmit,  hei«- 
witli,  copie*  of  their  communication*  for  the  fbr- 
ther  connderation  of  the  Le^slalive,  upon  whose 
files  all  the  docamenta  rdatug  to  the  claim  are 
mil  esisiimg. 

JAMEB  MONROE. 

WABHINOTOlf,  Bk.  24, 1819. 

Rom  On  Omni  Qmund  of  Hamburs^  to  tkt  SKnlary 
o/aalt. 
Hambdbob  CoNsnLATE  Gbkeral, 

PkUatUpliia,  Nov.  9,  1819. 

Sir:  On  behalf  of  «eTeral  of  the  citizens  of 
Hamburgh,  I  bare  the  honor  to  solicit  your  atten- 
tion to  the  subject  of  their  interests  in  the  cargo 
of  the  Danish  brigantine  Henrick,  Peter  Schedt. 
master,  which  was  captured  by  a  public  armea 
vessel  of  the  United  Slates  in  the  year  1799,  with 
a  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  lay  the  case 
before  the  President  of  the  United  States,  that,  if 
he  shall  see  proper,  he  may  submit  it  to  the  con- 
sidenitionorCo  ngress. 

This  vessel  and  cargo  have  been  heretofore 

*TtM  ■pplieatioD  of  the  Minister  was  verbal. 


within  the  view  of  the  Executive  of  the  United 
States,  and  hare  been  the  suhject  of  a  very  favora- 
ble representation  from  the  Department  of  State. 
It  will  not,  therefore,  be  necessary  that  I  should 
enter  into  a  minute  detail  of  the  circumstances 
attending  il^  as  the  public  records  of  the  Qovem- 
ment  contau  a  AiD  and  faidtfol  statemott  of 
them. 

I  deem  it  proper  at  this  time,  sir,  to  wesent  the 
case  before  you  m  this  ■ummary  way.  The  vend 
in  question  was  Danish  property  j  the  caiso  on 
board  belonged  ezclusirely  to  citizens  of  Ham- 
burgh; and,  of  course,  the  whole  was  neutral  in 
the  then  existing  war.  She  sailed  from  Ham- 
burgh, bound  to  Cape  Francois,  on  the  3d  of  Octo- 
ber, 1799.  She  was  taken  hy  a  French  privateer, 
and  on  the  8th  of  the  same  month  was  recaptured 
by  the  American  public  vessel  called  the  Picker- 
ing, and  carried  mto  St.  Christopher's.  At  thia 
British  island  the  vessel  and  cargo  were  libelled 
for  salvage :  one-half  of  the  gross  amount  of  sales 
was  decreed  to  the  recaptors,  and  the  other  half, 
after  deducting  costs  and  expenses,  to  the  owners. 
Of  the  value  of  the  cargo,  amounting  to  upwards 
of  thirty'four  thousand  dollars,  nearly  the  whole 
was  lost,  as  appears  by  the  documents  heretofore 
exhibited  on  this  subject  to  the  Department  of 
State. 

In  the  past  consideration  of  this  affair,  it  seems 
to  have  been  plainly  conceded  that  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  American  commander  to  have  brought  the 

eoperty  recaptured  under  the  authority  of  the 
oited  States  within  their  jurisdiction,  and  that 
if  this  duty  had  been  performed  the  vessel  and 
cargo  would  have  been  released  either  altogether, 
or  upon  payment  of  the  most  moderate  rate  of 
salraffe.  By  a  different  tine  of  conduct  frotn  that 
which  should  have  been  pursued,  the  properWwaa 
involved  in  a  sentence  proceeding  from  a  palpable 
misconception  and  misapplication  of  a  law  of  the 
United  States,  and  its  almost  total  loss  was  the 
consequence.  The  owners,  thus  heavily  suffering 
from  the  conduct  of  the  American  commander  a 
a  jtublic  vessel,  had  no  remedy  for  the  injury  ihey 
bad  sustained  but  an  appeal  to  the  justice  of  the 
American  Qovemment.     This  appeal  was  made 
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on  behalf  of  the  whole  ioterest,  and  its  justice  was 
in  farious  departraents  of  the  Ooveriuneut  dis- 
tinctly recc^iused ;  but  the  redress  suited  to  the 
cue  nas  nerer  vet  been  a&bided. 

It  is  aapposed  that  the  conduct  of  the  Danes 
midt  American  property  may  have  had  its  eSect 
-'     *        '    nOtMre 


upon  th«  AiB 


ost^ning  its 


_, jipoat, „ 

ioit  porpoMs  towards  th«  owners  ot  the  property 
m  qnertioD.  But  it  is  respectfully  submitted  that 
Ihia  consideration,  if  it  has  any  existence,  ousht 
not  to  affect  the  interests  of  the  owners  of  tne 
cargo,  who  are  citizens  of  Hamburgh^  and  who 
now  separately  make  their  claim  to  retnbution. 

Host  t«^)ectfidly  invitisg  your  allention,  sir, 
the  docnments  in  the  Department  of  State,  in  rt- 
ladon  to  the  brigantine  Henrick  and  cai^,  and  to 
aereral  reports  of  committees  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
teaentatiTes  in  Congress  on  the  sulyecl  of  this 
daim,  I  do  earnestly  submit  the  claim  of  ihe  ov 
em  of  the  cargo  to  your  consideration,  and  requ 
that  it  may  be  laid  before  the  President  of  theUi 
ted  States,  in  order  that  a  just  recompense  may  be 
had  for  the  heavy  iiuories  which  hare  been  thus 
sustained. 

Permit  me,  sir^  to  assure  you  of  my  particular 

l^srd  and  consideration,  wherewith  I  hare  the 

honor  to  remain,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

C.  N.  BUCK, 

Cmtul  Gtn.  of  Hambargh  ta  the  U.S. 

Hon.  John  Q,  Adamo, 

Sientofy  qf  Sta4». 

\n»  IbUowiDf  rnwrt  on  the  Mine  mlgect  was  Hide 
Pebmsry  9,  IBSft.] 

The  CoKiiniUee  on  Foreign  Relations,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
S4lh  of  Deconber  last.  recommendiDgto  CoDsress 
ttw  considaratton  of  the  case  of  t}ie  Danish  hiig- 
uttioe  Henrick  and  her  eatigo,  respectfully  report, 
thftt  ihev  have  thought  it  right  to  present  to  the 
House  that  view  of  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
which  is  contained  in  the  report  made  by  Mr. 
Uadison  on  the  23d  of  February,  1803 : 

"  The  Secretary  of  State  has  the  honor  to  report 
to  the  President  of  the  United  Stales^  upon  the 
note  of  the  Minister  of  His  Danish  Majesty,  dated 
on  the  9lh  instant,  as  follows: 

"  That  it  appears  that  the  Danish  brigantine 
Henrick,  Captain  Peter  Scheelt,  sailing  from  Ham- 
bursh,  loaded  with  an  assorted  cargo,  and  bound 
to  Cape  Fraa^ois,  was  captured  on  the  3d  of  Octo- 
ber, 1799,  by  a  French  privateer,  and,  on  the  8th 
of  the  same  month,  she  was  recaptured  by  an 
Anurican  public  armed  vessel  called  the  Picker- 
ing] and  carried  to  the  British  island  of  St.  Chris- 
topnet,  where  she  arrived  on  the  10th. 

"Thai, from  an  authenticated  transcript  of  the 
proceedings  in  the  cose  of  the  said  vessel,  had  be- 
iQce  the  court  of  vice-admiralty  at  the  said  island, 
it  appears  that  the  said  court  took  cogtuzance  tit 
the  cose,  and  awarded  one-half  of  the  gross  amount 
of  the  sales  of  the  brig  and  her  cargo  to  be  paid 
to  the  recaptois,  and  ue  other  half,  after  deduct- 
rag  costs  and  expense^  to  be  restored  to  the  owners. 
Tbat  this  rate  of  salvage  appears  to  have  been  | 


adopted  from  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  u 
then  applicable  to  recapturers  of  American  prop- 
erty^ ana  of  such  as  belonged  to  belligerent  Pow- 
ers in  amity  with  the  United  States ;  but  it  is  be- 
lieved that  these  laws  had,  according  to  decisitnu 
of  oor  own  courts,  no  reference  to  recaptures  of 
neitrat  property.  That  admitting,  what  has  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  some  recent  authorities,  that. 
in  certain '  pecnliar  cases  of  danger  of  a  neutni 
being  condemned  by  a  belligerent,  the  recapton 
are  entitled  to  a  proportionate  satvase,  there  is 
much  reason  to  believe  this  is  not  such  a  case^  as 
the  vessel  was  bound  from  a  neutral  to  a  French 
port,  the  whole  of  the^operty  baiog  neutral,  and, 
aecordiaglotbeaaaannceof  Mr-Lmdemann,  the 
Oovemor  of  the  Danish  West  India  islands,  moat 
of  the  Danish  vessels  carried  into  Quadalonpe,  for 
a  year  before  this  capture^  were  released,  and  some 
of  them  with  damages.  That  the  courts  of  the 
United  States  have,  m  cases  much  more  strongly 
marked  b)^  ciroamKaacea  iniiealuig  a  danger  ofa 
neutial  being  condemned,  allowed  much  smaller 

"That  thelaws  of  the  United  Slates  requited 
vessels  captured  under  their  anthoritylofeebrouhl 
within  their  JBriadietion  i  and  it  is  eoaodved  that 
it  was  the  mitv  of  Ibe  Ataoican  oOsen,  ia  this 
eata,  to  re^  Ae  attempt  of  the  foeicn  jiidiea<- 
tory  to  take  eqpixawK,  mooh  kw  on^l  they  to 
hftvta  directly  submitted  thai  lecafikve  to  its  daoi- 
sion,  whiek,  aa  it  oanU  Mil  be  mned  or  leetificd, 
in  case  of  error,  by  die  tiflNmala  of  their  own 
onwtry,  might  tead  to  wvdxe  it  ■■  ckins  on  iu 
lenicaisihility  fattLothoa. 

"  That,  aeoerding  to  the  r^rosentatioa  <tf  the 
at  for  lh«  6wta»  of  the  Dauah  ve«^  of  the 
sum  of  844,500,  th*  vahM  of  the  tosb**,  freight, 
and  cmifst,  there  ccHainod,  aAer  MMia^ag  the 
daorea  for  ttkngt  mhA  ospenscs,  no  ntre  than 
«S,374  il. 

"  That,  aa  the  potiiey  and  inteRst  of  the  Uwted 
&«tM  lead  thea,  in  a  spatial  manaet,  to  respeot 
and  promote  tbe  ri^ta  and  fanilitia  of  aeoaral 
ccmroaree;  as  the  oattenca  in  thn  ease  was  per- 
mitted, if  not  procured,  by  officers  of  the  UmMd 
Stales,  to  ha  inade  in  a  foreign,  and  therefore  im- 
proper tribunal;  aa  there  remains  no  dooht  but 
that  a  court  of  the  United  States,  pronotmcing 
thereon,  would  either  have  rejected  the  claim  for 
salvage  altogether,  or  reduced  it  to  the  most  mo^ 
erale  scale,  as  the  declared  basis  of  the  sentence; 
!  the  law  of  the  United  States  was  inapplicable 
I  the  caae  g  tmd  as  it  is  understood  that  a  remedy 

nowunattaioable,  in  the  oidinary  judicial. coarse, 

is  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  Stalo  that, 
under  all  the  circumstances,  the  cose  onght  to  be 
referred  to  the  just  piovisions  of  Congress  thereon. 

"AH  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

"JAMES  MADISON. 

"Dbpahtmemt  of  Statb,  fi*.  S2,  Iffl)3." 

The  examination  of  the  subject  by  the  commit- 
tee has  led  them  to  an  entirely  different  conclusion, 
the  oUigations  of  the  United  States,  from 
rhich  seems  to  be  intimated  in  the  foregomg 
report.    The  lav^  of  the  United  States  reqyirea 
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tlwt  Ac  Fnoch  roMia  of  which  it  knthomed  tbe 
amptmt  should  be  brought  ioto  the  poiU  of  the 
UniMd  Blatm  for  coademuBtioD.  Thef  prorided 
for  the  rMtfBstioB  of  AKterieut  popenf  which 
might  be  fw»iiau«d  ham  s  French  captor,  upon 
ft  HUTAge  to  be  determined  eithca  upon  the  mutu&l 
sffrecaaent  of  ,the  paitiei.  or.hy  •  decree  oft  eooct 
of  the  United  Suies,  ud  thev  do  not  seem  to  have 
tnonded  at  all  for  the  case  of  the  capture  from  the 
French  of  piopertf  belonging  to  a  thinl  nation. 
The  proeaedin^  in  the  court  of  rice  athniraltr  in 
8L  Cltristopher^^  )if  which  so  large  an  aUowaaee 
of  salvage  and  cost*  was  made  as  to  absocb  a  very 
gtemt  Mopoitioa  of  ibc  aawunt  for  which  the  rce- 
aet  uut  caigo  WSR  sold,  INTO 


l,inl8D0,to 


i  tSs  iDOst  dietinniished  lawyers  of  (bis 
r,  who  coodadsd,  RKtm  the  papcm  laid  be- 


oft^  owBe(a<tf  ike  vewel  uid  cargo,  and  not  on 
the  pan  of  the  rec^itMs.  la  tUs  ofiiiuon,  (which 
th«  committee  hare  subjoined  to  their  report,)  it  is 
suggested  to  be  usadTiaable  for  the  Danish  Consul 
to  apply  either  to  the  QorerBntent  of  the  United 
States  for  indemnity,  or  tomstitnte  any  suit  in  the 
courts  of  iustice  here  against  the  captors. 

This  claim  of  indemnity  against  the  Go7em- 
meal  it.  indeed,  of  an  nntniial  character.  It  is  al- 
leged rbst  a  foreign  court,  in  a  case  to  which  an 
American  officer  was  a  party,  awarded  an  nnjuEt 
■CBtenee,  and  that  the  costs  <a  this  legal  proceedinc 
wvre  exoesslre.  The  daimants  have  abatained 
firom  (he  Batural  remedy  for  conectiD^  the  e 
of  an  inftrior  court,  w4tieh  the  justice  of  ciTitized 
Batbnsjpnvide^byeanstitMin^trih«DB)sofa[HKal. 
They  abstain,  too,  in  conformity  with  sotind  legal 
sAvice,  ttom  pHwecniiiV  any  l«gal  remedy  ii 

own  ooncta  agaiiwt  the  officers  of  whoea  mil 

dnot  (hey  comftein,  and  they  choose  to  pi«fer  their 
ehuBBloiDdemnityagainsl  the  GuTernment  which, 
na  they  mjr,  did  not  suthorise,  and  whose  laws, 
iadead,  aecMdiog  to  thtir  oonNiMelion ,  fijrt«Ae  the 
pHMweding. 

This  claim  has  sevceal  tinea  been  reeomnieBded 
to  the  attention  of  Gongren  by  the  Bxeeutiie. 
Committees  have  made  reports  in  its  favor,  and  a 
bill  to  provide  for  it  passed  the  HoBse  of  RqneMnt- 
anves,  January,  18M,  ^  a  m^jori^  of  one  ^ui- 
died  and  eight  to  Meen  tnemboa. 

The  nommitlor  reeoeuuend  to  the  Home  the 
foUowingreMlntion : 

Retehtd,  That  it  is  not  expedient  to  make  pro- 
riaioD  to  indemnify  the  ewnerairf  the  Dnnish  bcig- 
antioeHeDnek  andher  cai^ofbr  thein}aryalle^ 
to  have  resulted  from  the  sentence  of  a  British 
court  of  viee-adflunlly  in  the  island  of  St.  Chris- 
topher. 

A. 

inff  to  be  a  copy  of  aa  ofiaioii  givra  by  EAsafd 

Ti^kmaH,  WSliam  Lewi*,  and  POer  S.  VupcmoeoH. 

On  the  case  of  the  Dftnish  brig  Ueorick,  takm 

byn  French  privateer  from  Qoadatoupe,  on  Its 

voyage  fram  Hamburgh  to  Cape  Fntn^ou,  t«taken 

by  the  United  States  brig  Piokeriof,  afbv  being 


taoK  than  ninety-six  how*  in  the  power  of  the 
Frokcb,  earned  into  St.  Christoj^er^  and  there 
libelled  by  Peter  Schedt^  master  of  the  said  Dan- 
ish brig,  on  behalf  of  the  owners,  underwriters, 
and  others  concerned,  in  the  court  of  vicfrndmi- 
ralty,  who  iwdered  the  said  brig  Henrick  and  her 
cargo  to  be  sold,  and  s4judged  one  moiety  of  the 
gross  proceeds  to  the  lecapiors,  ibr  salvage;  asiar 
as  w«  are  aUc  to  judge  from  the  papers  laid  ht&nx 
us,  which  do  not  contain  the  whole  of  the  record, 
it  appears  to  us  that  the  sentence  of  the  judge  of 
adiountty  was  in  ctmsetioefice  o£  proceedings  ex- 
hibited on  the  part  of  ute  owners  of.  and  otbns 
''    the  vcsmI  and  cargo,  ami  not  on  the 


IhMe  eircwnstaDces,  we  do  not  ti^nk  it  advisnUe 
for  the  Danish  Consul  cither  to  apply  to  the  Gior- 
ws  lor  ind 


of  Ae  United  States  f         _    _. 
reeatnpenae  for  dte  ([teat  loss  sustained,  ot  U 
stitute  any  process  in   the  courts  of  justice  hoe 
•gainst  the  ctqitain  of  the  Fickerine- 

It  must,  we  think,  be  left  to  the  &cretion  of  the 
ovners,  underwriters,  and  others  who  may  happen 
to  beintueeled.whetner  they  will  or  will  not  pros- 
ecute an  appeal  to  the  courts  in  England. 

EDWARD  TILQBMAN, 
WILLIAM  LEWIS, 
PETBa  S.  DUPONCBAU. 

FiiaaoAHY,  21, 180a 

B. 
Cai^  ^  a  Itlter  from  Ccmmodort  Tiitgty,thea»imaiid- 

ero/tht  UniUd  SbOa  tgrmtrm  m  tlu  Wat  bidla 

ai  Ae  tiitie  the  Daaitk  Mff  wu  recaptwd. 
Navt  Yabd,  WAsaiNeTON, 

Jaawtry  19,  1820. 

Sis:  Id  pursaaae*  to  your  directions,  I  have 
mdeavored  to  call  to  my  remeahraBce  as  many  of 
the  fiuMs  as  came  to  ny  knowledge  relative  to  the 
iwofitww  oi  the  Danish  hriMniine  Henrick  from 
the  Frmch,  by  Uie  United  States  Mg  Fickedng, 
Captain  HiUer,  in  the  moath  ai  October,  1709, 
during  the  period  of  my  haviag  tibe  command  of 
our  West  India  Mitiadrtm.  C^tsin  Hiller,  in  the 
brig  Piokenng,  ptnetmnt  to  orders  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  having  joined  my  command, 
received  my  orders  rdative  to  what  part  of  the  sta- 
tion he  should  cruise  in,  so  as  to  have  die  squadron 
distributed  in  such  a  maimer  as  should  be  most  ef- 
fectual in  protecting  oar  defenceless  commerce, 
and  annoying  the  enemy ;  when,  some  time  in  the 
month  of  October  above  mentioned,  Captain  Hiller 
'dl  in  with  the  above-mentioned  brig  Henrick,  in 
ossessioB  of  a  prize-tnaster  and  crew  from  a 
rencfa  privateer,  by  which  she  had  been  captured 
.  jnte  short  time  Mfore :  he.  of  coarse,  recaptared 
the  Heniek,  as  it  was  his  duty  to  do,  and  carried 
her  to  the  port  of  Basseterre,  u  the  iAxai  of  St 
Christopher,  wkdeh  was  the  gweral  readesvoos  of 
the  sqnadraa.  At  this  time  I  was,  as  my  duty 
aiiiatly  enjoaied,  cruising  in  the  United  Statesship 
Ganges,  for  the  purposes  before  mentioned.  On 
my  next  meeting  with  the  Pickering,  soma  few 
days  afWrwarda,  Cantaio  HiUa  repnned  tUa  re- 
capture to  me,  merely  as  a  part  oi  hM  ttaasacliant, 
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in  hit  general  report  j  bat,  in  ku  inteiTiew  with 
him  on  board  mv  ship,  (the  Ganges,)  I  leained 
that  an  ■diudication  for  the  rahage  (aKreeabty  to 
the  act  of  Congress)  had  been  giten  at  bt  Chris- 
topher's, at  the  ioataDce  of  the  captain  or  agent  of 
the  Henrick,  or  of  a  compromiseirithiaid  captain 
or  agent — tnjr  memory,  at  this  distant  period,  does 
not  enable  me  to  say  which.  Thns,  the  whole 
trannctian  bad  commenced  and  terminated  with' 
ont  my  having  any  view  or  knowledge  thereof 
nntil  it  had  paned. 

From  the  celerity  with  whieh  the  business  was 
eondncted  at  St.  Chriatopher's,  I  cannol  enteitain 
a  doubt  that  the  adjadication  or  compiomise  was 
effected  with  the  assent,  or,  as  more  probable,  at 
the  instigation  of  the  captain  or  agent  for  the  Hen- 
rick ;  for  Captain  Hiller  was  too  correct  an  officer 
(tcrapalonsly  to  in  regard  to  his  dnty)  to  hsTe 
of  himielf  commenced  on  any  decisive  mcaimies 
•gainat  the  lecKptured  ressel,  until  I  should  have 
trriTed,  (at  eommander-Jn-chief  of  the  squadron,) 
to  have  aeeided  on  the  most  proper  mode  of  prO' 
cednre,  in  conformity  with  tny  instructions  from 
onr  Govemm»iL 

Had  the  captain  or  agent  of  the  brig  Henrick 
awaited  my  arrival  at  St.  Christopher's,  he  could 
readily,  on  a  proper  representation  of  his  case,  have 
been  convoyed  lo  either  of  the  Danish  islaods  to 
leeward,  as  the  time  allotted  for  the  cruise  of  the 
Qanoes  in  those  seas  had  expired;  Commodore 
Morns,  with  the  United  States  ship  Adams,  had 
alroidy  arrived  to  relieve  me,  and  had  brought  my 
instruciioDS  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  re- 
turn home;  and  it  being  my  duly  to  touch  at  all 
the  neutral  potts  in  my  way,  to  collect  all  our 
homeward-bound  merchantmen,  and  take  them 
under  convoy,  which  duly  I  did  perform;  and, 
consequently,  the  Hmrick  could  have  been  pro- 
tected to  either  of  the  Danish  islands.  St.  Croix  or 
Bl  Thomaa;  from  the  latter  of  which  I  sailed 
with  a  la^e  convoy  a  very  few  days  afterwards ; 
for.  on  the  10th  of  November,  I  was  in  the  river 
IMawve,  conformably  with  my  insiiuetions  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfally,  &c- 
THOMAS  TINQKY. 

The  Hon.  S.  Tbompbon, 

Seerttary  of  (A«  JVavj'. 


forth  in  these  petitions,  Septimus  Tyler  was  «p- 

Kinted  an  agent  to  proceed  to  the  bland  of  at. 
>mingD,  for  the  purpose  of  claiming  the  indem- 
nity which  appeara  to  be  Justly  due  to  the  peti- 
tioners for  property  so  unjustly  taken  from  them, 
led  thither,  bat  was  denied 


OOVEHNMENT  OF  8T.  DOMINGO. 

[Commnnicstcd  from  Iha  Scentar;  of  Suia  to  Ibe 
HouM  of  RepieaintatiTe*,  Much  37,  1820.] 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom,  bv  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives  otthe  7th  of 
February  last,  the  petitions  of  SamuU  Q.  Perkins 
and  others,  merchants  of  Massachusetts,  and  of 
William  Pailerson  and  others,  merchants  of  Bal- 
timore, were  referred,  has  the  honor  of  submitting 
to  the  House  the  following  report ; 

In  the  month  of  January,  1817,  in  conaeqnence 
of  a  memorial  to  the  Pre*id«it  of  the  United  States 
from  aondry  persons  interested  in  the  claims  set 


alleged  ground  of  informality  i 
pow^s.  Mr.  Tyler  did  not  livi 
United  States. 

In  the  Spring  of  the  year  181S,  a  second  attempt 
ms  made  to  send  an  agent  to  make  the  demand, 
and  authority  was  given  to  present  himseir  in  a 
manner  which  Utere  was  reason  to  e^cct  would 
have  discarded  every  question  of  form.  The  re- 
sult, however,  was  a  refusal  again  to  receive  him. 
A  formal  recognition  of  the  kingdom  of  Hayti  oot 
being  deemed  expedient,  no  furUier  measures  have 
been  found  practicable  on  the  part  of  the  Bzecn- 
live  in  the  case;  those  suggested  by  the  memo- 
rialists being  within  the  exclosiTe  authority  of  the 
Lesislamrc. 

JOHN  «.  ADAMS. 

DEPaamRHT  or  Statb, 

WoMmglmt,  JfertA  20,  ISSO. 

To  tht  honeraHc  tlu  Senate  and  Hoatt  of  Smatnl- 

ativa  of  the  Vmted  State*  of  Amaiea  in  CoagrtM 

attembUd: 

The  petition  of  Samuel  Q.  Perkins,  Ezra  Davit, 
Ebenezer  Francis,  Jonathan  Low,  Benj.  Smith, 
and  others,  whose  names  are  underMgned,  mei- 
chants  dwelling  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Wawa- 
chusetts,  and  citizens  of  tike  United  Slates,  re^tect- 
fuUy  represents : 

That  they  and  those  whom  they  r^reseot,  and 
others,  were,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  eighteen  hm- 
dred  and  ten,  engaged  in  a  lawftd  commerce  with 
the  ports  and  places  in  the  Island  of  Si.  Domingo 
under  the  dominion  of  Henry  Chrislophe;  (ha^ 
during  that  year,  they  shipped  a  large  amonntof 
property  to  Cape  Henry  and  Gonaives,  in  the  ex- 
pectation of  procuring  return  cargoes  of  the  pro- 
duce of  the  island,  but,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of 
crops  that  season,  it  was  impracticable  to  procure 
return  cargoes  immediately ;  and,  by  the  tnen  ex- 
isting laws  of  thai  Qovernment,  they  were  pro- 
hibited from  reshippioK  ihe  cargoes  they  bad  land* 
ed  there,  or  from  bringing  away  specie;  that  some 
of  (he  persons  bating  the  charge  of  the  cargoea 
thus  situated  told  the  same  on  a  credit,  (o  be  paid 
for  in  produce  at  the  opaiiog  of  the  ensuing  sea- 
son, and  directly  returned  home  with  their  ves- 
sels in  ballast,  while  other  persons  thus  siinated 
preferred  to  wait  for  their  cargoes;  that,  during 
this  period  of  dela^,Christophe,  perceivinj;  ala^ 
amount  of  American  properly  within  his  grasp, 
and  tempted  by  the  prospect  of  great  plunder,  un- 
der pretence  oi  having  an  unsatisfied  claim  against 
certain  merchants  in  Baltimore  in  the  month  of 
October  of  the  same  year,  forcibly  detained  all  the 
American  vessels  then  in  his  ports,  some  of  which 
had  been  brought  in  by  his  cntisen,  and  arrested 
their  officers  and  crews,  and  held  them  thus  undec 
detention  until  the  month  of  January  foUowinc} 
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and  on  the  third  day  oT  the  laid  month  of  Janu- 
ary, po^ed  a  decree,  j[acop]^  whereof  accompanies 
this  petition,  and  ivhich  he  immediately  caused  to 
be  executed,)  by  which  he  seized  and  confiscated 
to  bis  own  use  projwrly  belonging  to  your  peti- 
tioners and  other  citizens  of  the  l^ited  States,  of 
the  value,  by  his  estimate,  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty-two  thousand  dollars  and  upwards — a  de- 
cree so  manifestly  wicked  and  uojuat.  that  even 
Christophe,  while  be  endeavors  to  shelter  himself 
andei  hia  supposed  necessity,  acknowledges  it  to 
be  as  much  a^inst  sound  policy  and  good  faith 
in  him  as  it  is  arbitrary  and  contrary  to  the  laws 
of  all  civilized  natioos.  And  your  petitioners  fui- 
th«r  state  that,  after  unavailing  attempts  to  pro- 
rare  a  restitution  of  their  property,  or  of  some  part 
thereof,  from  Christophe,  they  applied  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  for  redress  setting  forth  the 
'  injuries  they  had  sustained,  and  tne  outrage  com- 
mitted upon  the  Qoveiament  of  the  United  Slates 
itself.  That,  during  the  late  war,  the  application 
of  your  petitioners  was  but  partly  acted  npon, 
amidst  the  multiplicity  of  great  and  important 
buMDess  which  then  occupied  the  attention  of  that 
high  officer  of  the  Government;  but  thai,  on  the 
retnm  of  pnice,  the  PreaideotoflheUnited  States, 
afler  investigation  of  the  facts,  and  having  satis- 
,fied  bimselfof  the  justice  of  the  clainu  of  yonr 
petitioners,  sent  out  to  Cape  Henry  an  agent,  in 
the  Dame  of  the  United  Siateti  of  America,  and 
in  one  of  the  vessels  of  war  (the  Congress  frigate) 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  to  demand  resti- 
tution in  behalf  of  your  petitioners,  and  other  suf- 
ferers by  the  same  outragej  which  said  agent 
failed  to  accomplish  the  object  of  his  mission. 
That  the  President  of  the  United  States,  not  un- 
mindful  of  the  Treat  injnries  sustained  by  your  pe- 
titionen,  and  of  the  outrage  committed  against  the 
Oovemment  of  the  United  States,  but  neverthe- 
ksa  desirous  of  preserving  peaceable  dispositions 
towards  Christophe,  sent  out  to  Cape  Henry  ano- 
ther agent  of  the  United  States,  once  more  to  de- 
nundof  Christophe  to  make  com|Knsatioa  to  the 
an&ieTen  under  his  decree  afiiresaid.  That  said 
agent  was  unable  to  procure  any  satisfaction  from 
tne  said  Christophe,  and  returned  conclusively  to 
establish  the  fact  that  all  demands  upon  Chrisio- 
^te  to  do  justice  to  your  injured  petitioners  will 
CMitinne  to  prove  unavailing,  unless  such  demands 
are  enforced  by  the  strong  arm  of  the  Government. 
And  your  oetitioners  would  further  respectfully 
Mate  that  they  have  been  credibly  informed  that 
the  commanders  of  the  ships  of  war  of  the  United 
State*,  since  their  visits  to  Cape  Henry,  are  dearly 
of  opinion  that  a  blockade  of  that  port  by  a  single 
frigate  even,  or  a  demand  of  restitution  aecom- 
iKDJed  br  a  power  to  enforce  auch  demand^  would 
be  attended  with  the  success  so  much  desired  by 
yoDr  petitioners,  and  so  much  an  object  heretofore 
with  the  head  of  our  Government.  In  considering 
this  eaae,  your  petitioners  would  respectfully  sug- 

Sst  that  no  questions  of  doubtful  rights  present 
emaelves  for  discussion  or  compromise,  nor  do 
tfiey  jierceivB  such  points  of  policy  or  expediency 
to  anie  as  will  su^  the  Oovemment  to  aequiesee 
Mdantaiit  loto  great  injuries  committed  npon 


its  faithful  citizens.  Reljring  on  the  energy  <^ 
our  Government  and  the  wisdom  of  its  councils,  it 
cannot  be  necessary  to  urge  the  importance  of  pro- 
tecting the  rights  and  interests  of  every  class  of 
men  tn  the  community,  and  especially  in  times 
like  the  present,  against  every  outrage  committed 
by  any  Power,  civilized,  piratical,  or  barbarous ; 
and  yonr  petitioners,  submitting  the  remedy  for 
their  wrongs,  and  the  mode  in  which  it  is  to  be 
pursued, to  yourwisdom,  humbly  request  your  aid, 
and,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray. 

SAM'L  O.  PBREIIVS,  and  athen. 
By  their  attorney,  HENRY  RICE. 


CLAIU8  AUAlNST  RUSSIA. 

[CammnDi««leil  to  the  Sansla,  April  18,  ISSO.J 
Dbpabthbnt  of  Btatb,  ^nil  17,  t^. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whoip,  by  a  rest^ 
lion  oftfaeSenaCe  of  the  13th  instant,  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Bliphalet  Loud,  and  others,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon,  has  the  honor  of  reporting: 

That  the  facts  relative  to  the  representations 
made  on  the  part  of  this  Government  to  that  of 
Russia,  by  the  petitioners,  are  correctly  stated  by 
them ;  and  that,  since  the  7th  day  of  July,  1818, 
the  latest  date  mentioned  by  them,  another  memo- 
rial has  been  addressed  bv  the  Minister  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  at  St.  Petersburg  to  the  Minister  of 
Foreign  Affairs,  a  copy  of  vniich  is  herewith  sub- 
mitted. It  does  not  appear,  by  any  of  the  des- 
patches from  Mr.  Campbell  since  received,  that 
any  answer  to  this  memorial  has  been  returned. 
JOHN  Q.  ADAMS. 

Afr.  CotspMI,  Envoi/  Egtraardiaary  and  MMdtr 
Fltnipiuntiary  fimn  tht  Dtiittd  Statu  to  RvMia,  to 
Cmni/  Iftetdrodt,  Mimtitr  i/  Fortign  Afaw*  at 
St,  Foerawrff. 

St.  PBTKiBBDBa,  Jww  a,  ]819. 
The  undersigned.  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of^the  United  States  of 
America,  has  the  honor  to  inform  his  excellency 
Count  de  Nesaelrode,  Secretary  of  State,  that  he 
has  it  in  special  charge  from  his  Government  to 
invite  the  attention  of  the  Oovemment  of  His  Im> 
perial  Majesty  to  two  cases  of  individual  claims 
thereon  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  of  long 
standing. 

Of  these,  one  is  that  of  the  brigan tine  Heetor, 
belonging  to  Israel  Thomdike,  of  Boston,  com- 
manded by  Captain  Luke  Thomdike,  which  was 
captured  by  His  Imperial  Majesty's  frigate  Yenus, 
carried  to  the  island  of  Tenedos,  and  there  con- 
demned with  her  cargo  as  lawful  prize,  in  June, 
1807,  by  sentence  of  a  committee  of^  prizes  assem- 
bled on  board  His  Imperial  Majesty's  ship  of  war 
the  Iverday  ;  the  other,  that  of  the  ship  Commerce, 
belonging  to  the  Weymouth  Imputing  Company, 
in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  commanded  by 
Captain  Joseph  Penel,  which  was  taken  by  a  pn- 
vateei  under  the  flag  of  this  Empire,  carried  mto 
Corfu,  and  there  ixindemned,  with  ner  cargo,  a* 
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lawful  prize,  in  ,  1B07,  b^  a  dMtee  of  ike 

rizes  of  that  iuand. 

I,  with  their  caraoes,  beloBgiDi 


«c»iuBitl«a  of  prizes  of  that  iuand. 

Theie  vesaels,  with  their  caraoes,  beloBgiDs 
citizens  of  the  United  Statei  of  high  leipectabiU- 


ty,  who  were  not  only  caaieious  of  the  purity  of 
their  own  motives  ia  the  iiuliuetioD*  given  reipect- 
ii^  their  voyages,  but  also  coDTinCM,  from  the 
moat  sattafactorv  evidenoe,  that  in  conduoiing  iboK 
voyages  do  violation  whatever  of  the  laws  and 
oneee  of  nationa  bad  been  committed,  they  ap- 
pliM  to  their  Oovernmeni,  solieitiBC  its  aid  m 
meUng  thair  caaes  knowD  to  thnl  of  His  Imperial 
llajcitj;  feeling  entire  confid«ioe,  that  to  procure 
the  reversal  of  those  condemnatory  decrees,  and 
obtain  that  restitution  to  which  they  conceive  man- 
selves  entitled,  it  was  only  necessary  to  have  the 
circumstances  under  which  those  captures  and 
condemnations  took  place,  so  laid  before  the  view 
of  His  Imperial  Majesty  that  the  merit*  and  jus- 
tice of  their  chums  might  fairly  appear.  For  this 
Mrpoee.  full  siattments  of  those  cases  were  laid 
Wore  ue  Imperial  Oovemment  in  October,  1S08, 
hf  Mr.  Levett  Hairis,  then  Coiual  Geaeral  of  the 
United  Statea  at  St.  Petenbursi  with  ample  tesli- 
maief  to  prove,  it  is  conceived,  the  injustice  and 
UTCgalarit)r  of  the  ca|«iires^  as  well  as  of  the  oo&- 
detmiationa  cottaeqaeM  tbereoai  and,  ai  the  aaiiK 
time,  a  dme  claim  for  indenuuty  was  made  io  bo- 
Italf  of  Che  respective  olaimaalB  fbc  the  heavy  losses 
ther  had  auataiBed. 

On  reviewing  these  statements,  and  the  evidenae 
acMUB^ayiig  the  suae,  they  a^ie«T  so  ampU, 
aad  to  Gnfiiiart  so  conektstvehr  the  jostioe  of  those 
cUimn,  th«t  the  undersized  forbears  enteriiig  into 
new  details  on  the  sabiec^  and  satisfies  himself, 
for  Ike  pi«seat,  by  Mferrmg  his  excellency  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  those  documents  already  in 
possession  of  the  Imperial  Government. 
•  HewoDJd  nol,hovreTcr,fulfllhisdutyconA)nnB- 
bly  to  (he  iftslroctions  of  his  Government,  if  he 
did  not  brin^  to  the  lecolleclion  of  his  excellency 
on  this  occasion  the  length  of  time  that  has  elapsed 
since  the  appeals  in  those  easea  were  brought  be- 
fne  the  InqiedBl  Oovemnent,  beiog  nearly  ten 
reus,  daiug  wiuoli  the  repeated  a^Ucationt  in 
mor  of  the  claims,  in  the  name  of  their  Qovera- 
nenty  hare  been  allowed  to  remain  imaiiswared, 
aatd  without  Moenriog  fot  them  either  that  indcm- 
jutf  to  whiea  tbev  emceiva  thtBuelvea  oo  j'utl)' 
entidcd,  ec  a  knowledge  of  thegrovnds  upon  which 
it  baa  hitherto  been  considered  proper  to  withhold 
It;  and  he  is  satisfied  his  excellency  will  duly  bb- 
imeiaie  the  motives  by  which  he  is  actuated  m  i 
wrpng  the  reriaion  and  final  detenntnatioa  of 
(base  cates  with  that  zeal  and  eamflBtness  whieh 
iheir  ubviovc  justice,  as  well  as  ihc  huikhipe  ne- 
■Measarily  resulting  from  priyafions  so  long  otM- 
liwKd,  appear'to  bim  imperiowlv  to  devaanX 

Wkh  the  czpreasion  of  the  nigh  aad  peifect 


paalHijesly  in  the  last  fesorl  shall  proitowe^tte 
nndersi^ed  hks  dte  hoitor  to  renew  to  his  excel- 
lency the  Secretary  of  Sate  the  Hsarance  of  his 
k^h  tmA  very  diatmguiiAcd  consideratkHt. 

G.  W.  CAMPBELL. 


BWEDlPT—ffiDBimm'. 

[Commouicsted  to  the  Senite,  April  21,  1890.] 
r«  the  Senate  oflhe  United  Slatet  i 

I  lay  before  the  Senate,  in  pursiunce  of  thetr 
resolution  of  the  Slst  of  last  month,  theaccom- 
penyins  report  and  documents  from  the  Dqart- 
meot  01  Slate. 

JAUES  MONROE. 

Waahiimtok,  April  28, 1820. 

Department  of  State,  April  17, 16S0. 
The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  a  resolution  sf 
the  Senate  of  (he  2Sth  of  March  has  been  nfaned, 
requesting  the  President  to  lay  before  that  IlniMt 
cc^eaof  thecorre^ndencebelweeD  thr  Miiiishiii 
or  other  u^ents  of  the  United  Statea,  and  the  Min- 
isters or  Government  of  Sweden,  relative  to  the 
seizures,  sequestration^  oi  confiscation  of  the  sb^ 
or  other  property  of  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
under  the  authority  of  Sweden,  has  the  boBcs'  re- 
spectfully to  submit  to  the  President  the  copies  of 
the  papers  desired  by  that  reseluiioa. 

JOHN  Q.  ADAMS. 

Mr.  RhmM  to  CovsU  ffEi^/ettrom,  JftiMsr  of  Fbreiffii 
Affain  at  StodtMolM. 

Stockhoui,  StpL  3, 1816. 

The  undeisigned,  Misistn  PlwipoteBtiwr  o^ 
the  United  States  of  America,  has  the  hoiKa  to 
acquaint  his  excellency  the  Count  d'EngeatrMS, 
Minister  of  State  and  of  Foreign  Afikirs,  that  the 
iosbuctions  which  be  has  receired  moke  it  his  in- 
dispensable duty  to  call  the  serious  atteation  tA  his 
excellency  to  the  claims  of  Amcricmi  eitisene  for 
iiulemnity  for  their  property  aequeatered,  coUE*- 
cated,  and  sold  ni  StralsUBd,  a  few  yean  since^  Hf 
the  order,  and  for  tkeaccoontof  theSwediabCtov- 
ernment. 

It  is  bdieved  (hat  to  present,  witboat  mmmmt, 
a  dmple  statement  of  the  facts  belcmging  to  this 
transaction,  such  as  they  anew  to  have  Wn&em 
the  docnmeata  left  by  Mr.  Spey«  witk  the  Atatr- 
ioan  legation,  will  be  qnite  sufficient  to  mUtifeU 
the  indubitable  justice  of  these  daims,  and  to  pn- 
vail  cm  His  Swedish  Majesty's  QvvemBWDt  to 
provide  for  their  intmediate  liquidation. 

The  Swedish  Oovemment  reptesested  kstlf  to 
have  been  compelled  by  the  Fiench  GovanrnMBt 
to  se^iester,  in  the  month  of  Jane,  1810,  the  Amer- 
ican property  al  Stnlsuod ;  and  aAerwards  rqMM- 
edly  expressed  its  sotieiWde  to  obtain  the  termina- 
tion of  thai  se^ieBtntion,  for  thearowed  pnifoae 
of  resloriag  the  [weperty  whkb  tl  affecMd  to  the 
r^htful  owners.  , 

The  seQuattatioD  was,  ia  faet,  rained  with  the 
conseat  oi  the  French  Goveroment^  abeM  the  be- 
ginning ot  August,  ISll,  and  the  pr^^ty  to  whitA 
U  attached  jpnieed  at  the  sole  diapoeilioB  of  His 
SwetUsh  Mansly. 

Immediately  nfler  it  thns  catoe  wilbia  His  Us- 
jeaiy's  abusive  eoure^  it  wm 
«11  the  aMorances  pMnausly  given,  m 


Digni2 
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of  the  A'Kierieui  cwncn,  coafituted  and  soM  br 
the  order,  and  for  the  aole  sceocat  of  tfae  Swedisn 
OoreromMit. 

Bincp  thit  time  aolil  Che  pmeat  day  no  ioderQ' 
nity  wbEtterer,  BllfaooEfa  fr^uentty  promised,  his 
CTer  b«ien  made  by  Ihe  Swedish  Oorenimeiit  to 
the  injured  citizens  of  the  United  States 

Such,  according  to  the  archives  of  the  Ameiv 
can  legation,  appear  to  be  the  simple  facts  beloog- 
ing  to  this  transaction,  and  'witn  regard  to  the 
Datnre  and  consequences  of  vhich  it  is  believed 
there  cod  exist  no  diverNty  of  opinion.  The«e 
&cts  atone  would  have  been  amply  sufficient  to 
have  secured  the  success  of  the  American  claims, 
had  not  the  justice  of  these  claims  been  already 
repeatedly  acEnowledged  by  the  Swedish  Govern- 
ment itself. 

During  the  original  sequestration  by  the  Swed- 
ish Government,  at  the  instancy  as  is  stated,  of 
that  of  Fiance,  the  Baron  de  Wetterstedt,  who 
was  then  charged  with  the  al&irs  of  Pomerania, 
assured  Mr.  Speyer  that  the  participation  of  Swe- 
den in  that  proceeding  was  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
tection, and  not  of  conHscation ;  llat  more  than 
thirty  dewatches  bad  been  transmitted  to  Paris  in 
order  to  obtain  the  release  of  the  sequestered  prop- 
erty, or  the  perioissiou  to  sell  that  property,  eitbei 
on  Swedish  account,  or  the  joint  account  of  Swe- 
den and  France  i  assuring  Mr.  Speyer,  at  the  same 
tUoe,  that,  in  case  such  release  or  permissiou  were 
obtained,  a  just  proportion  of  the  property,  or  its 
proceedii,  should  be  restored  to  the  tigotful  Amer- 
ican owners. 

Even  after  the  conhscaiion  and  sale  of  the  |ffop- 
ecty,  the  Swedish  Qovemment,  on  its  part,  never 
urged  any  right  in  justification  of  the  proceeding, 
not  even  the  pretext  of  foreign  coercion  for  its  pal- 
liation. The  only  question  which  appears  to  have 
been  agitated  at  that  time  related  not  to  the  jus- 
tice, but  to  the  practicability  of  the  in  demniG  cation. 
There  was  no  controversy  as  to  the  principle ;  and 
even  a  proposition  to  give  it  effect,  by  the  delivery 
of  iron  cannon,  was  tu^ested  by  the  Baron  de 
Welterstedt. 

The  dootrine  that  the  jmiperty  of  the  citizen*  of 
s  biudly  State,  lawfully  ia^Mted  into  ao  ultra- 
naiiBe  province  of  Sweden,  was  not  entitled  to 
the  same  protection  from  the  Swedish  Oorem- 
mmt  aa  when  imported  into  Sweden  itself,  (which, 
it  ascBU,  hi*  exoelle&cy  the  Count  d'Bngeatrom 
onee  {Krauited  himaeu  to  iattmatc,)  it  u  not  ne- 


nur  hoe  to  examine.  The  qu 
MOiea  is  not  whether  the  Swediah  OovctnineDt 
wa*  bound,  in  good  faitb,  to  protect  the  Atnerican 
property  at  Stjalinnd  against  the  vicdence  and 
iDJories  of  fofeign  nations,  bat  whether  it  was  not 
bound  to  lefitaio,  itself,  from  voluntarily  confiscat- 
ing that  property,  and  converting  it  to  its  own  us& 
without  the  form  of  a  trial,  or  even  the  pretext  of 
foreign  compulsion. 

The  note  which  his  exceUmcy  the  Count 
d'Engestram  addressed  m  Mr.  Speyer,  oa  the  S3d 
of  May,  1813,  and  which  appears  to  be  the  last 
eonuaunication  made  on  Ae  subject,  states  that 
tba  sequeaUatioD  took  place  upon  the  demand  of 


the  French  Government,  and  in  cmiformily  to  the 
Treaty  of  Paris ;  hot  his  excellency  does  not  pre- 
traid  that  the  final  confiscation  of  this  propoty, 
and  die  appropriation  of  its  proceeds,  were  at  the 
dictation  or  for  the  benefit  of  that  Government. 
Such  a  pretext,  indeed,  would  have  been  inconsia- 
tCTi  with  the  previous  declaration  of  his  excel- 
lency himself;  for,  on  the  13th  of  August,  1811, 
he  informed  Mr.  Speyer,  as  appears  from  Hr. 
Speyer's  note  M  his  excellency  of  the  !4th  of  that 
month,  that  "  the  sequestered  property  at  Btral- 
Bund  was  then  at  the  sole  disposal  of  His  Swediih 
Majesty."  It  is  not  of  the  original  act  of  sc|ine>- 
tration,  whatever  mi^t  have  been  its  origin,  or 
however  nnjnsi  and  mjorious  its  opetatira,  that 
the  underrigned  now  qteeially  o<«apUiBs ;  but  it 
is  for  the  fiul  and  vtrfintary  confiscation  and  sale 
of  the  propvty  by  the  Oovemment  of  Sweden,  for 
its  own  acoonnt,  that  be  is  inettvcted  to  demand 
an  indemnity.  In  the  note  above  lefored  to,  hie 
excellency  does  not  even  loslnvate  a  doobl  of  the 

toatice  of  such  a  demand;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
le  implicitly  admits  it  when  he  states  that  his 
Swediah  Majesty  had  hoped  to  have  been  able  to 
indemnify  the  American  citizens  from  the  revo- 
nues  of  his  German  moyinees.  In  thus  speaking 
of  indemnity,  die  relative  injnry  is  certainly  ac- 
knowledged; why  the  funds  for  this  indemnity 
should  have  been  exetnsively  sought  for  in  the 
rennaea  of  tiie  German  provinces,  it  is  difflddt 
to  dettnnine.  The  American  citizens,  who  tnsted 
their  property  in  a  port  of  Swedish  Pomeraoia, 
had  a  full  reliance  not  on  the  loeal  antberitiesana 
rcBourcea  only,  but  on  the  universal  good  faith  and 
entire  power  of  the  Swedish  Government  for  ju»- 
"  e  and  protection.    The  tmpostilHlity,  tiimnfyni 


to  accord  any  indemnity  whatever,  appean  to  have 
been  founded  on  a  snppoHtion  cTToncons  and  in- 
admiesible.  It  still  proveo,  however,  that.  ev«n  at 
that  time,  it  was  tfae  ability  and  not  the  Mli^tion 


What  infetenee  his  exodleney  wished  Airald  be 
drawn  from  the  fact  which  he  stated,  that  even 
Swedish  subjects  had  suflered,  without  indemnity, 
a  participation  in  the  evila  of  the  act  t^  seqnsstifr 
tion,  has  not  been  discovered.  It  is  net  believed 
tiwt  hi*  exeeUescy  intended  to  say  that  the  sovet- 
eicn  of  a  eoiutry  has  the  right  to  treat  alietl 
fhends,  who  are  transitorily  wtttin  hk  juledie- 
lion,  for  the  purpose  of  trade,  in  the  same  mamer 
be  might  tUnk  proper  to  treat  his  own  sa^eets— 
to  levy  on  than  the  same  taxes,  and  to  nlneet 
them  to  the  same  requisitions.  Were  soch  a  doe- 
trine  to  prevail,  there  would  be  an  end  to  all  inler- 
natiiKial  commerce.  Whatever  the  soverof^  of 
a  State  may  deem  fit  to  do,  wilhin  his  own  juris- 
diction, in  relation  to  those  who  aro  within  U* 
allegiance,  cannot,  indeed,  be  found  to  be  wnmf 
by  any  other  Government ;  but  there  certainly 
cannot  be  deduced  from  this  prinoijde  a  tiglht  to 
extend  oppreenve  mearares  to  the  cituens  oTothw 
independent  States,  nm  can  these  citizns  be  sup- 
posed to  find  any  allevialion  of  their  soflerings  in 
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the  mere  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  they  do  not 
liufler  alone. 

If,  coDtraiy  to  all  reason  and  utage,  it  coold  be 
admitted  that  the  revenim  and  resources  of  Po- 
merania  were  atone  to  be  rwaided  as  responsible 
to  the  Americaa  claimants  &r  the  property  there 
coo&cated  by  Sweden,  and  the  inyasion  by  the 
French  destroyed,  at  that  time,  those  means  of 
making  indemnity,  yet  that  inraiioo  was  of  brief 
duration,  and  that  province  has  since  become 
ample  source  of  wealth  and  empire  to  the  Swedish 
Government,  in  having  not  only  furnished  an 
equiraleet  at  the  Treaty  of  Kiel  for  the  acqniu- 
lion  of  Norway,  but,  subsequently,  a  sufficient 
consideration  for  three  millioas  and  a  half  of  dol' 
UiB  receive  from  Prussia.  It  it,  indeed,  to  be 
r^retled  that,  while  the  Qovernroent  of  Sweden 
•I^Ued  much  of  these  funds  to  objects  in  no  way 
connected  with  Pomcrania,  it  should  have  totally 
neglected  all  satisfaction  of  the  Atneiican  claiino, 
which  it  had  before  affected  to  consider  as  ' 
(pecial  debt  of  that  province. 

The  drcunutance  that  the  duties  had  been  paid 
OB  the  merchandise  previons  to  its  confiscation, 
cod  never  returned,  not  only  proves  the  lawful- 
ness of  the  importation,  but  singularly  aggravates 
the  injury  inflicted  on  the  American  proprietors. 

From  this  view  of  the  subject,  it  is  believed  that 
His  Swedish  Majesty's  Govern ment  will  no  longer 
hesitate  to  afford  that  indemnity  which  the  admit- 
ted justice  of  the  case  demands,  and  which  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  confidently  ex- 
pects from  the  known  int^tity  and  good  faith 
of  His  Majesty.  The  inabiliiy  of  the  Swedish 
Government,  at  any  moment,  to  provide  this  in- 
demnity, cannot  be  admitted ;  and,  after  its  recent 
success  and  aggraodiiement,  it  would  be  offensive 
to  suggest  the  {KMsibilily  of  such  a  pretext  being 
again  urged  on  its  part. 

The  nuue  of  the  properly,  at  the  current  price, 
when  it  was  firtt  sequestered,  and  which  would 
Ainiiah  the  just  rule  to  measure  the  indemnity,  is 
not  precisdy  knowu  to  the  undersigned.  It  was, 
however,  considerably  greater  than  that  at  which 
.  Ihisproperty wasafterwardseither estimated oraold. 

Tlii*  property  was  eGtimaied,  when  it  came  to 
the  free  disposal  of  the  Swedish  Governmeot,  at 
one  hundred  and  ninety-two  thousand  riz  dollar*, 
Pomoanian  currency  i  and  was  actnallv  sold  to  a 
■ingle  merchant  for  one  himdred  and  fifty-one 
thousand  dollars  of  the  same  money. 

According  to  an  estimate  communicated  by  Mr, 
Speyer  to  the  Baroa  de  Wetlerstedt  on  the  Sth  of 
Oolober,  1811,  the  first  cost  of  the  property  in  the 
United  States  was  one  hundred  and  ten  thousand 
Spatush  dollars. 

Id  whatever  way,  therefore,  this  property  be 
valued,  the  amount  is  too  small  to  embarrass  the 
Swedish  Government  for  an  instant  in  proriding 
the  requisite  funds  for  the  indemnification  of  the 
American  claimants.  Small,  however,  as  this 
amount  may  be,  and  little  as  it  is  calculated  to 
justify  a  refusal  of  indemnity  under  the  jwetext  of 
inability,  it  has  unfortunately  been  found  sufficient 
seriously  to  injure  the  American  owners,  and  to 
reduce  some  of  them  to  insolrency  and  ruin. 


The  undersigned  believes  it  unneccHarf  to  say 
more;  and  he  confidently  trusts  that  what  he  has 
said  wilt  not  have  l>een  in  vain.  He  trusts  that 
while  the  relations  of  the  two  countries  are  placed 
on  so  liberal  a  basis  with  respect  to  the  future,  the 
prospect  they  open  may  not  be  overshadowed  by 
any  disagreeable  recollection  of  the  past,  whicb 
might  perplex  either  party  with  doubts  of  the  jus- 
tice and  good  faith  ol  the  other. 

The  undersigned  prays  his  excellency  the  Connl 
d'Engestrom  to  accept  the  assurances  of  his  high- 
est consideration. 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 


The  Count  ^EiiffUtrom  to  Mr.  RumU. 

Stoceholm,  Stpt.  6,  1816. 

The  undersigned,  Minister  of  State  and  of  For- 
eign Affairs,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  the  note  addressed  to  him  bjr  Mr.  Rus- 
sell, Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  Btatea, 
claiming  an  indemnity  for  certain  property  seques- 
tered, confiscated,  and  sold  some  years  back  at 
Stralsund,  by  order  and  for  the  account  of  the 
Swedish  Government. 

Before  giving  a  positive  answer  to  that  note,  the 
undersigned  considers  it  indispensably  nccesGary 
to  apply  to  the  former  Department  of  the  Affitirs 
of  Pomerania  for  the  requited  iofonnation  on  the 
subject  in  question.  He  will  not  fail,  on  leceir- 
iog  it,  to  lay  the  affair  before  the  King,  and  to 
communicate  immediately  His  Majesty's  answer 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  Staten,  either 
through  Mr.'  De  Kantzow,  or  by  addressing  it  di- 
rectly to  Mr.  Russell. 

The  undersigned  seizes  this  occasion  to  renew 
to  Mr.  Russell  the  assurances  of  his  most  dis- 
tinguished consideration, 

COUNT  D'ENGESTROM. 

Jfr.  RvtitU  to  the  StcrOary  nf  State. 

Stockholm,  Od.  16, 1818. 

SiH :  Before  making  any  further  communica- 
tion in  relation  to  the  StntUund  claims,  1  believed 
it  to  he  proper  to  prepare  the  Swedish  lUinister  for 
its  reception.  I  availed  myself  accordingly  for 
this  purpose  of  the  interview  which  I  obtained  on 
the  3d  instant 

Count  d'Engestrom,  as  usual,  aj^iroached  the 
subject  with  much  repugnance,  and  was  eTidently 
embarratsed  in  finding  an  apology  for  his  extraor- 
dinary silence  in  relation  to  it  He  did  remind 
me,  indeed,  that  the  business  was  not  originally  of 
his  department,  but  appeared  to  be  aware  thai  this 
circumstance  could  no  longer  account  for  his  pei^ 
severance  in  avoiding  all  discussion.  He  there- 
fore abandoned  this  ground,  confessed  himself  in 
fault,  and  assured  me  of  his  prompt  attention  to 
any  communication  which  I  might  now  think  ex- 
pedient to  make  on  the  subject  With  regard  to 
the  merits  of  the  claims,  he  observed  that  the 
Swedish  Government  had  much  to  say  in  its  de- 
fence, but  he  acknowledged  that  he  found  great 
difficulty  in  getting  over  a  sort  of  promise  that 
had  been  given  to  accord  an  indemnity. 
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Ib  reflceting  on  this  converMtion,  I  ccmceiTed  it 
might  be  us«im  still  to  mtke  one  effort  moit,  be- 
fore I  took  lekre  of  the  subject,  by  communieatiiig 
the  declaration  which  you  had  preseiibed  to  me  in 
yonr  last  instructioiu.  The  exptenioas  of  the 
King,  at  the  time  I  pfesenled  my  credentials,  were, 
as  I  have  already  informed  you,  more  precise 
against  the  juilice  of  the  claims  than  any  1  had 
before  heard  from  him ;  and  1  had  reason  to  believe 
that  Count  d'Engestrom  had  been  instructed  to 
talce,  in  the  conTCTHtioo  which  1  hare  mentioDed 
above,  that  ground.  To  prevent,  if  possible,  such 
ft  course,  I  Mlieved  it  might  be  useful  to  aaticipate 
the  contemplated  movement,  and  to  interpret  the 
silence  in  respect  to  our  claims  into  a  reccignition 
of  their  justice,  and  to  profit  of  the  confeeaion  of 
Count  d'EDgestrom,  "  that  there  had  been  a  sort 
of  promise  of  indemnity."  In  this  view,  a  strong 
and  rather  spirited  note  appeared  to  me  alone  cal- 
oulated  to  hare  the  desired  effect.  I  thtrefore,  on 
the  5th  instant,  presented  to  the  Coimt  d'Engea- 
trom  a  note,  of  which  the  enclosed  (A)  is  a  copy. 

I  did  not  near  any  thing  in  r^ly  from  the  Count 
until  the  1^  instaat,  when  I  received  from  him 
ft  note  inviting  me  to  lepaii  to  the  Foreign  Office 
on  the  day  foUowiog. 

When  I  waited  on  him,  on  the  14th,  agreeably 
to  hia  appointmenL  he  began  the  conversation  by 
obeervin^  that  he  had  not  yet  been  able  to  obtain 
a  drfnilive  decision  on  my  propoaitions  relative  to 
commerce,  although  he  was  in  daily  expectation 
of  being  authorizra  to  commonicate  to  me  such  a 
decision.  He  then  stated  that  he  had  been  com- 
manded to  invite  me  to  dine  with  the  King  the 
next  day,  as  His  Majesty  desired  to  convene  with 
me  concerning  the Sttalsund claims;  butheadded, 
with  evident  emhairaBsmeDl  and  much  hesitation, 
"1  dare  not  present  your  note  to  His  M^eaty,  and 
I  hope  you  do  not  wish  to  quarrel  with  us."  I 
could  not  but  be  surprised  at  hia  alarm,  and  1  aa- 
sured  him  that  if  my  note  had  been  well  trans- 
lated he  could  have  found  nothing  in  it  of  a  hos- 
tile character ;  on  the  contrary,  it  bad  been  dic- 
tated by  the  most  unqualified  confidence  in  the 
justice  and  friendship  of  bis  soyereigii.    He  re- 

iaijDed,that  it  had  caused  him  great  affiictioQ,aud 
le  hoped  that  I  would  not  insist  on  his  communi- 
cating diat  note  to  the  King,  as  it  would  be  the 
most  disagreeable  act  that  he  bad  ever  performed 
during thelOngperiod  that hehadbeenin office.  He 
eatrealed  me  to  allow  him  to  return  it,  and  to  con- 
sent to  address  to  him  auother,  which  should  sim- 
[df  remind  him  of  my  previous  commuoications, 
iniich,  he  remarked,  iM  been  quite  strona  enough, 
and  be  engaged  ttut  such  a  note  should  have  a 
full  and  early  answer.  I  replied  tha^  as  the  note 
already  delivered  appeared  eotitelf  fitted  to  the 
occasion,  I  conld  not  consent  to  withdraw  it  nor 
abandon  the  ground  that  had  been  taken.  If  he 
found,  contrary  to  what  had  been  intended  or  ex- 
pected, euy  thing  harsh  in  that  note,  still  it  might 
be  well  ibr  him  to  retain  it,  as  a  memorial  of  the 
feelings  that  had  been  excited  by  the  conduct  of 
the  Swedish  Government  Willuig,  however,  to 
[dace  him  at  hisease,  I  consented  to  write  another 
note,  in  the  manner  he  had  requested.    He  -  - 


On  my  part  I  addressed  to  him,  ou  the  same  day, 
another  note,  of  which  the  enclosed  f  B)  is  a  copy. 

It  has  anpeared  necessary  to  trouUe  yoo  wiUi 
these  details,  in  order  to  explain  to  you  the  snc- 
censive  delivery  of  two  notes,  so  different  in  char- , 
acter,  in  so  short  an  interval  of  time. 

My  views  in  writing  the  first,  and  the  circum- 
stances under  which  the  second  was  delivered, 
have  been  already  stated ;  but  1  cannot  forbear  to 
acquaint  vou  with  the  real  reasons  for  my  proceed- 

rs  in  ration  to  the  latter. 

It  was  rtot  from  any  deference  to  the  sensibili- 
.__!  of  Count  d'EngesCrom,  or  to  those  of  the 
King,  (however  reluctant  I  might  be  unnecessarily 
to  wound  them.)  that  induced  me  to  acquiesce  in 
the  wishes  whicn  the  Minister  had  expressed  to  be 
saved  from  the  painful  necessity  of  acting  on  my 
note  of  the  5th  instant  Notwithstanding  his  dec- 
larations, I  was  fully  persuaded  that  the  contents 
of  that  note  had  actually  been  communicated  to 
the  King.  This  permiauon  was  induced,  not  only 
by  the  time  which  had  elapsed  (a  period  of  seven 
days)  between  the  receipt  of  that  note  by  Count 
d'Eogeslrom,  and  his  discovery  that  he  dared  not 
deliver  it  to  the  King,  but  by  the  invitation  for  me 
'~  dine  with  the  King  the  next  day,  in  order  to 

nverse  concerning  these  claims ;  for  this  invita- 
tion most  have  resulted  from  a  knowledge  of  that 
note.  From  this  fact  I  was  reluctantly  oUiged  to 
infer  that  my  note  had  failed  in  its  main  object, 
that  of  obtaining  indemnity  without  further  dis- 
cussion. I  was  now  reduced  to  the  alternative  of 
either  delivering  a  new  note,  and  listening  to  a 
tardy  attempt  at  justification,  or  of  running  the 
isk^hy  pressing  that  already  delivered,  of  fur- 
iishin^  a  pretext  for  en  abrupt  termination  of  all 
discussioUj  and  perhaps  for  a  catuorical  rejection 
of  the  claims.  The  mteresi  of  the  claimants  ap> 
peared  to  recommend  the  former  course,  and  I 
accordingly  adopted  it  And  this  I  did  the  more 
willingly  as  the  stimulus  already  given  bad  pro- 
dund  ail  the  excitement  of  a  favorable  tendency 
that  conld  be  expected  from  it,  and  it  seemed  pru- 
dent to  administer  a  palUatiT&  in  co^er  to  prevent 
consequences  nkore  violent  tnan  had  onginally 
been  contemf^ted. 

Agreeably  to  the  inritation  above  mentioned, 
1  dined  yesterday  with  the  King  at  his  country 
palace  of  Rosendala.  Immediately  a^er  dinner, 
he  desired  me  and  Count  d'Engestrom  to  accom- 
pany him  into  his  private  apartments.  He  there 
at  once  introduced  the  subject  of  the  claims,  and 
expnosed  a  regret  that  all  the  dromistsDcea  con- 
nected with  that  ttftDsaction  had  not  hitherto  been 
CMumunieated  to  the  American  Government  He 
observed  that  these  circimutances,  he  beliered, 
would  palliate,  if  not  justify,  the  conduct  of  Swe- 
den in  that  transaction,  and  that  they  should  be 
immediately  addressed  to  me.  He  then  gave  di- 
rections to  Cotut  d'EngMtrom,  in  coiuormity 
with  this  declaration,  and)  in  doing  so,  he  alluded 
to  an  order  of  the  French  Government,  desig- 
patin^  the  olgects  to  which  the  poceeds  of  the 
Amenean  property  were  to  be  applied.    He  added 
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that  be  was  still  dupoted  to  do  bU  he  coald  for  the 
reUef  of  the  Amcfieaii  nifiiNren;  bat  tha^  as  he 
had  DMbiiw  excepting  tnilitarr  stoics  at  hit  dis- 
|io««l  for  that  object,  he  conlo  ftiniiafa  this  telief 
to  artklea  (^  that  description  only,    1  simplf  re- 

filied  Aat  ire  coald  not  hare  ezpKled  that  new 
■cts  would  bare  been  brought  forward  at  this 
[ate  dar,  aftn  the  earnest  manuer  in  which  we 
had  BO  long  urg«d  thew  claims;  and  that  I  fould 
hardly  beliere-— I  might  sar  hope — thai  these  facts 
were  of  a  nature  to  jostiff  the  Si^dish  Govern- 
ment, and  eiempl  it  from  all  r^qMHisibility.  I 
was,  however,  entireiy  disposed  to  give  to  these 
facts,  wheterer  they  mif^t  be,  a  caniUd  connd- 

I  am  now  waiting,  with  mnch  solicitude,  for 
the  commuDieation  which  haa  been  {Komiaed,  and, 
until  it  be  reoeired,  I  must  refmin  from  BiriDg 
an  opinion  in  n-lation  to  the  final  isaoe  of  " 
tmsinesE. 

After  what  I  have  written  above,  I  ought  to 
add,  that  ibe  manner  of  the  King,  always  gra- 
cious, was  peenliarly  so  on  this  occasion ;  and,  so 
tu  from  his  betraying  any  signs  of  dindeasnre  at 
any  thing  I  had  done,  be  was  nnusually  prodigml 
of  his  professions  of  fiiendship  fm  the  American 
Qorernment  and  people,  and  of  his  attentions  to 
their  MiaisKT.  There  were  several  other  lopln 
introdneed  into  this  conversation,  which,  as  Ibey 
have  no  relation  to  the  sutrject  of  this  letter,  I 
shall  reserre  for  anotho'  ccmmunieation. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc., 

JONATHAN  RU88BLL. 


Sir.  JIiMssU  to  Count  d^EtiffulTom. 

Stookboui,  Oti,  5, 1818. 

The  ondnaigned,  Minister  PlenipotsntJarr  of 
the  United  Btates  of  America,  has  the  boBor  to 
acquaint  his  eicelleacy  the  Coimt  d'EngeMiwn, 
MiniaiO'  of  Btat«  and  of  Foivign  A&irs,  that  it 
is  not  witkoat  snuioe  and  pain  that  the  Ameri- 
can Qorernment  has  learned  that  all  the  rqxe- 
■enialiona  which  have  hitherto  been  made  to  the 
Qorernment  of  Sweden  eonceroiog  its  mlnntaTr 
seizBM  and  sale  of  tbe  bona  fide  property  of  citi- 
zens of  the  United  Btate^  at  Stiusund,  in  1611, 
bare  not  only  lemained  without  efieot  in  obtain- 
ing a  just  indemnity,  but  bare  not  even  baan  no- 
tioad  with  the  common  coortesr  of  an  answer. 

Rdnotantlj',  indeed,  wonU  tte  Oaremmettt  of 
the  Uoifed  Smtes  be  pennaded  that  this  tinm- 
eioos  silence  was  intended  to  add  indtgnity  to 
injtvtice.  Tbe  charaeta  of  both  Omwnmtati 
forbids  such  a  construction ;  ibr  it  it  beliered  that 
they  are  both  cqoally  incapalda  of  offering  or  saf- '. 
feriog  an  injury  of  this  dcKripdon. 

It  u  now  mote  than  two  years  since  the  under-  i 
signed  had  the  honor  to  pruent  to  his  aicdfency, 
on  tbe  3d  of  September,  1816,  the  facts  no  wimii 
the  American  claima  are  founded.  If  the  inter- 
ferenoe  of  a  prirate  agent  of  the  American  claim- 
ants furnished  good  canse  {at  suspending  all  oom- 
nmnicadon  between  the  two  Oorenments  oo,  tbe 
subject,  yet,  when  that  interfveace  had  terminated 


withont  eflect,  (and  it  did  so  terminate  taoK  Aan 
a  year  since,  as  amenn  by  a  letter  of  that  agmt 
to  the  B»oa  de  Wettertfedt,  of  the  3d  of  Octo- 
ber, 1817,)  the  fitness  of  aach  coimanBieation  be- 
tween the  two  Goremmenta  was  necessarily  n- 
stored.  It  was  in  this  eaurieiaon  that  the  tmder- 
■igned  addressed  a  note  to  bis  ezcellency  on  the 
l«h  of  Fefamary  lut,  iderring  to  tbat  abore  n 


tioned,  of  the 


n-y  last,  iderring  to  tbat  i 
3d  of  BqKember,  1816, 


and 


«wn 


arging  an  early  attention  to  the  American  chums. 
It  was  not  ontd  the  &7th  of  April  that  the  ander- 
signed  was  &vai«l  rrilh  eren  an  aoknowledgmeat 
of  the  bnre  receipt  of  ifats  note  of  tbe  preceding 
Febraary,aBd  since  that  time  he  has  nocheard  fur- 
ther from  his  excelloiey  in  respect  to  these  clakm. 
The  only  inference  consistent  with  tbe  frieadir 
and  honorable  ftdiags  o(  both  OoTemmeata,  which 
it  is  now  pennitted  to  draw  from  this  persevering 
though  Ueit  refusal  on  tbe  part  of  tbe  Swedin 
Oovfnmeat  to  enter  iiMo  all  diicDasion  of  the 
moits  of  the  qaeMtoo,  is,  that  the  erident  and  fre- 
quCBtly  aoknowMged  jtmiee  of  tbe  daims  has 
not  only  left  little  foom  for  waek  a  diactMion,  bat 
has,  ndded  to  tbe  repented  declantiona  and  orer- 
tares  of  tbe  SwetNfcb  OorenuBent,  prerentad,  with 
that  Govemmeni,  to  recognise  tne  cdjlisation  of 
Mon  Hum  an  int^tied  promise  to  accord  satisftctory 
kdemnity.  It  is,  therefove,  ftom  aeonfideneeiu 
the  good  faith  as  well  «.« in  the  joBtiee  of  His  awe- 
dish  Mnjoty^  GoremiDtnt  thatsncfa  an  iaftrance 
it  drawn,  and  tbat  tbe  ondersigBed  fMs  not  oidy 
authorized,  but  rmiieed  to  be  nbl&  nndcr  tbe  in- 
stmctions  wbfch  he  has  itKt  recelred,  to  ahaiain 
from  enieridg  farther  at  this  time  into  a  din 
able  discusaioD  of  right,  and  to  confine  himi  ..  _ 
desiring  his  exedlencT  to  state,  rrith  ptedaon,  the 
utmost  amount  whicn  His  Majcatr  may,  in  his 
generosity  and  eommuaation  of  tbe  individnab 
j;— -I J II  ^  (^  j^g  rtguA 

.J,  jnd  ntendsfaip  mr 

the  Oovenmenc  of  the  United  States,  be  wiDins 
'    accord  kr  the  relief  and  indemnity  of  the  sof 


tadisaffree- 
chimidf  to 


The  undersigned  takes  leave  to  remind  bis  excd- 
lency  that  to  the  ralae  of  the  merchandise  dionld 
be  added  the  amount  of  the  duties  which  were 
paid  by  the  propnetm^  and  the  accumulated  in- 
terest of  more  than  seren  years,  in  order  to  const!- 

te  an  adequate  indemnity. 

The  pure  and  lofty  princi[des  which  Ae  Ameri- 
can Govemmeni  never  ceases  to  cherish  and  to 
practise  in  its  intercourse  with  all  nations,  and  the 
confldeot  expectation  which  it  entertains  that  the 
monarch  who  has  been  elevated  to  the  throne  by 
his  rirtues  will  be  distinguished  for  the  moral  dig- 
nity of  his  reign,  forbid  all  diatnut  or  appr^en- 
sion  that  the  request  which  the  undersigned  has 
now  stated  to  his  excellency  will  not  be  answered 
by  a  prompt  and  sBtisfactorv  compliance. 

The  undersized  avails  himself  of  this  occasion 
10  renew  to  hia  excellency  the  assurance  of  his 
highest  consideration. 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 

Cohmt  D'fi 
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Mr.  Rvudl  to  Coma  tPEnffotrvM. 

Stookbolh,  Oadber  14,  1818. 

The  undersigned,  Minister  PlenipoteDtiuY  of 
dte  United  Slates  of  Aiuerica,  lus  ibe  honor  to 
acquaint  hia  excellency  ibe  Count  d'Engestnim, 
Minister  of  State  and  of  Foreign  Affairs,  that  the 
msiructionj  which  he  has  received  make  It  his  duty 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Swedish  Government 
once  more  to  the  claims  of  American  citizens  for 
indemnity  for  their  properly  sequestered  at  Stral- 
■UQd,  in  theyear  ISIO,  and  there  sold  the  year  fol- 
lowing, by  the  order  and  for  the  sole  account  of  His 
Swedish  Majesty's  Government. 

From  a  confidence  in  the  justice  and  liberality 
of  his  Majei^ty,  the  undersigned  forbears  at  this 
titne  from  acting  on  his  instructions  in  their  full 
spirit  and  extent,  and  confines  himself  to  requesting 
His  Excellency  to  cause  this  matter  to  be  taken 
into  immediate  conaideratioDj  and  to  obtain  thereon 
BD  early  and  equitable  decision. 

The  andersiffned  trusts  that  tbe  representations 
which  he  has  ttlready  made  on  this  subject,  partic- 
ularly in  his  note  of  the  3d  of  September,  1816, 
hitherto  unanswered,  render  it  now  unnecessary  for 
him  to  enter  into  a  further  discussion. 

The  underaigned  seizes  this  occasion  to  renew 
to  bis  excellency  the  assurance  of  his  highest 
consideration. 

JONA.  RUSSELL. 

Mr.  Rtmdl  to  Mr.  Adam. 

Florence,  FOyruary  22,  1819. 

Bib:  I  have  the  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you, 
enclosed,  a  note  received  at  Berlin,  from  the  Count 
d'Bugestiom,  in  reply  to  that  which  I  had  addr^ied 
to  him,  on  tbe  t4lh  of  October  lut,  in  lelation  to 
the  Stralsund  claims.  This  reply  vas  not  only 
nnsaiisfactoty,  but  it  was  entirely  at  variance  witii 
the  spirit  of  tbe  verbal  assurances  which  had  been 
made  to  me.  To  have  left  it  without  «  comment 
would,  1  believe,  have  given  it  a  weight  to  which 
it  was  not  entitled,  and  might  have  been  coustrned 
into  an  admission,  on  my  part,  that  the  facts  and 
arguments  which  it  contained  were  incontroverti- 
ble and  unanswerable.  To  prevent  such  a  con- 
straclion,aad  to  fulfil  your  laKt  instructions,  whicbl 
hadhither to  deferred  communicating,  in  hopes  that 
Ba  equitable  decision  of  the  Swedish  Government 
might  have  rendered  my  so  doing  unnecessary,  I 
sddrened  to  Count  d'Engestrom,  from  Vienna,  a 
note,  of  which  you  will  also  fiad  a  copy  enclosed. 
I  hope  that  the  reasons  here  stated,  and  the  pecu- 
liarity of  my  situKlioa,  may  reMue  the  course 
which  I  have  pursued  from  censure. 

To  avoid  repetition,  I  referred  the  Swedish  Min- 
ister generally  to  my  note  of  the  6lh  of  September, 
1816.  la  that  note  he  will  find  that  he  himself 
informed  Mr.  Speyer  that  the  American  merchan- 
dise was,  on  the  18th  of  August,  1811,  at  the  sole 
disposition  of  the  Swedish  d)vernmenl. 

This  is  the  first  opportunity  that  I  have  bad  of 
communicating  with  the  United  States  since]  led 
Vienna,  which,  I  trust,  will  utisfaetorily  account 
leih  Com.  1st  8us^72 


for  my  not  having  sooner  transmitted  to  you  tbe 
enclosed  papers.    1  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  dtc. 
JONA.  aUSSELL. 

Count  ^Et^atTOtn  to  Mr.  RttMtO. 

Stockholm,  Odober  27, 1818. 

The  undersigned.  Minister  of  Stateand  of  For-  , 
eign  A&irs.  has  laid  before  the  King  his  august 
sovereign,  tne  note  which  Mr.  Russell,  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
did  him  tbe  honor  to  address  to  bim,  for  the  pur> 
pose  of  renewing  his  claim  in  behalf  of  certain 
citizens  of  tbe  United  Slates,  of  indemnity  for 
losses  sustained  by  them  in  Swedish  Pomerania, 
by  the  confiscation  of  certain  vessels  and  cargoes, 
their  property. 

The  undersigned  thinks  it  unnecessary  to  reca- 
pitulate the  details  of  an  afiair,  all  the  material 
circumstances  of  which  are  already  known  to  Mr.' 
Russell.  It  occurred  at  an  unfortuuate  period, 
when  a  despotic  swav^  embracing  all  parts  of  the 
glob&  exercised  its  disastrous  inQuence  alike  on 
friends  and  foes;  and  when  France,  the  ally  ctf 
America,  was  equally  regardless  of  her  interest  as 
those  of  other  Powers. 

It  is  an  undisputed  fact  that  the  American  res* 
sels  in  question  entered  the  ports  of  Fomeranis 
whilst  that  province  was  still  under  the  dominion 
of  Sweden ;  but  scarcely  was  the  French  Govern- 
ment informed  of  it,  when  it  rave  orders  to  its 
agent  in  Pomeraikia  to  demand  ine  seizure  and  con- 
fiscation of  these  vessels  to  the  benefit  of  France ; 
alleging,  in  justification  of  thisviolentpretension, 
the  system  called  amtinmtal,  under  which  France 
then  cloaked  her  projects  of  progressive  encroach- 
ment, menacing  all  Europe,  but  which  had,iioU 
withstanding,  Eeen  admitted  by  it,  and  was  ac- 
ceded to  bv  sil  the  European  Powers  at  peace  with 
the  Frencn  Empire.  The  imposing  force  at  that 
time  kept  up  by  France  in  those  countries  left  no 
alternative  to  the  Swedish  Goremment,  which 
was  reluctantly  compelled  to  acquiesce  in  her  de- 
mands. The  steps  then  taken  b^  Sweden  witk 
the  French  Government,  to  obtain  a  transfer  to 
her  of  tbe  property  thus  confiscated,  were  prompt- 
ed bv  a  desire  to  restore  it  to  the  lawful  owners : 
but  they  proved  inefiectual,  France  having  agreea . 
to  the  transfer  on  certain  conditions  only,  exprestlr 
stipulating  that  the  proceeds  of  these  cargoes  should 
be  immediately  employed  in  placing  Pomerania  in 
a  stale  of  defence  agamst  the  Bngluh  naval  force, 
which  then  threatened  all  the  shores  of  the  Baltic 

To  this  object,  wholly  foreign  to  the  particular 
interests  of  Sweden,  they  were  applied ;  and  the 
Swedish  Government  was  thereby  usappointed  in 
its  hopes  of  procuring  the  restitution  to  the  Ameri- 
can citizens,  the  origual  owners  of  the  ships  and 
cargoes  now  under  consideration.  But,  as  an  in- 
contestable proof  of  its  sincere  desire  to  alleviate 
then  losses  as  far  as  depended  on  iL  an  inquiry 
was  instituted  in  concert  with  Mr.  Eckie,  agent 
for  the  claimants ;  and  the  proposals  then  made  to 
him  for  the  attainment  of  ue  object  just  alluded 
to,  with  bis  rejection  of  them,  are  well  kooWD  to 
l£.  RnsseU. 
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It  was  CBtise  of  regret  to  the  Svedisti  Qot- 
erament  that  the  course  sugvested  by  it  was  not 
adopted,  as  it  seemed  to  be  ine  only  one  adapted 
to  meet  the  views  of  Mr.  Eckie.  His  Maieily 
ftels  assured,  bowsTer,  of  the  disposition  of  the 
United  States  to  do  justice  to  the  desire  mani- 
fested by  His  Majesty  on  this,  as  on  ever^  other 
-  occaaioB,  of  doingeverythingpossible  to  evince  his 
Ugh  esteem  for  a  Power  with  which  it  is  his  con- 
slant  wish  tomaintain  the  most  amicable  relations. 

In  pursuance  of  these  sentiments,  the  undet- 
■Igittd  has  reedred  the  King's  commands  to  renew 
t«  Mr.  Riissell  the  assurance,  which  His  Majesty 
hu  alreadr  given  to  him  in  person,  of  the  saiis- 
faetion  witn  which  he  would  diieorer  any  practi- 
e*ibl«  mode  of  alleTlating  the  losses  sustained  by 
the  American  citizens  alluded  to,  through  tbe  con- 
flMation  of  their  property  in  Pomerania  in  1811. 
Hb  Majesty  has  a  pBrlienlar  satisfaction  in  recol- 
lettfai;  that,  about  the  same  period,  the  Swedish 
Ooremment  restored  to  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  thirty-three  TCssd^with  valuable  cargoes, 
tlKn  imder  detention  in  Swed^,  in  consequence 
of  a  fbrmal  requisition  of  the  mfasion  of  France  at 
Stockholm.  His  Majesty  availed  himself,  on  that 
occasion^  of  the  force  under  the  control  of  his  Gor- 
emmmtm  Sweden;  but  hesaw,withdeepconccni, 
theimpossibitity  of  taking  corresponding  measures 
ia  his  Pomeranian  territotiesj  they  being,  besides, 
Uwell  in  virtueof  their  particnlar  compacts  with 
France,  as  by  the  presence  of  the  French  armies, 
completely  under  t&e  inSuence  of  the  continental 
system,  to  which  Prussia,  Denmark,  ajid  the  other 
Governments  on  the  shores  of  the  Bailie,  had  de- 
clared their  adherence. 

The  undersigned,  in  conformity  to  these  orders 
of  the  King,  his  augu«t  sovereign,  avails  himself, 
yii&i  pleasure,  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  Mr. 
Rtts^ll  the  assurance  of  his  high  consideration. 
COUNT  D'ENGESTROM. 

Jfr.  RutM  ta  lAt  Count  d'ErtgiHrom. 

Vichiu,  DteaOer  12,  1818: 

T&e  undersigned  .Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
Uilited  States  of  America,  has  the  honor  to  ac- 
knowledge the  receipt  of  the  note  which  his  ei- 
celtencylht  Count  d'Kngestrom,  Minister  of  State 
aad  of  Foreign  Affairs,  addressed  to  him  at  Berlin, 
under  date  oT  the  27th  October  last.  His  excel- 
lency w3l  not  be  surprised  to  leara  that  the  undtr- 
sighed  has  been  able  to  discover  nothing  in  that 
note  caleutaied  to  discharge  the  Swedbh  Qovwn- 
ment  from  its  oUigation  of jpraviding  an  adequate 
indemnity'  to  the  cilizena  of  the  United  States  for 
the  con&catioD  of  their  merchandise,  in  ISII,  at 
Strabund,  then  Tinder  the  dombion  of  Sweden. 

The  undersigned  had  confidently  expected,  from 
the  conversations  with  which  he  had  so  recently 
been  honored  by  His  Majesty  the  King,  and  by  his 
ezedlency  the  Count  d'Engestrum,  that,  whatever 
objections  might  have  been  entertained  to  the  jus- 
tice of  the  American  claims,  they  would,  in  this 
tardy  communication,  have  been  distinctly  and 
definitely  staled,  and  supported  by  documents  of 
tn  authentic  and  UDimpeachable  chancier.    Hts 


Majesty,  at  the  very  last  interview  which  he  ac- 
corded to  tbe  iiftderiiigBed,aiid  at  which  his  excel- 
lencj  was  present,  expressly  called  the  attention 
of  his  excellency  to  a  particular  note  of  the  Freoch 
Minister,  which  he  intimated  to  be  in  point,  and 
which  he  offered  to  furnish  to  his  excellency,  if 
not  already  in  his  department,  for  the  avowed  pur- 
pose of  being  communicated  to  the  undersigned. 
But  even  that  note  has  not  been  so  communicated, 
nor  does  the  desnaicbof  his  excellency  contain  the 
most  remote  allusion  to  it.  From  a  silence  so 
extraordinaty,  the  undersigned  is  compelled  to 
infer  that  the  note  of  the  French  Minister  was 
found,  on  examination,  not  to  be  of  a  nature  to 
justify  01  to  palliate  the  proceedings  ofihe  Swedish 
Government.  It  was  not  without  extreme  disap- 
poiutment  and  regret,  afler  having  thus  been  en- 
couraged to  expect  an  explanation,  at  least  pre- 
cise, if  not  sBlisfhclory,  that  he  finds  btindelf 
refbrred  by ,  his  excellency.  In  a  most  vague  and 
general  manner,  for  a  vindication  of  the  conduct 
of  thai  Government,  exclusively  to  the  coercive 
measures  of  France  under  the  system  cottunoDly 
denominated  continental,  without  the  faintest  in- 
timation of  any  specific  provision  of  that  system 
which  could  apply  to  this  cose,  or  the  sligbiest 
proof  of  its  actual  application.  The  undersigAtd 
feels  not  the  smallest  hesitation  in  declaring  his 
entire  conviction  that  there  was  no  such  provision 
and  no  such  appUcalion.  It  is  in  vain  that  he 
has  sODEbl  in  the  imperial  decree  promulgated  at 
Berlin, Milan,  Rambouillet  or  elsewhere,  on  which 
that  system  was  founded,  lor  the  discovery  of  such 
a  provision  ;  and  it  is  not  permitted  him  to  pre- 
sume that  any  Government,  however  subservient 
at  the  time  to  the  views  of  the  French  monarch, 
cDtdd  have  gratHilously  consented  to  extend  tiie 
evils  of  those  arMlrary  mandates  by  a  constructive 
application;  andstill  less  is  ii  to  be  presumed  that 
a  preieii,  from  interested  motives,  could  have  been 
songht  ia  that  unrighteous  system  to  mask  the 
violenee,  or  to  sanction  the  irgustice,  which  ii  did 
aW  most  explicitly  and  impenou sly  impose.  Th« 
demand  which  his  exceHaacy  states  to  bh*e  beta 
made  by  the  agent  of  the  French  Qoremment  in 
Poraerama  for  the  seizure  and  confiscation,  under 
the  continemal  system,  of  the  American  merebaa^ 
dise  for  the  aecouftl  of  France,  must  have  been 
too  degrading  and  unjust  to  have  obtained  an  utt- 
qualified  comptiattce  on  tbe  part  of  Sweden ;  and 
that'  it  did  not  obtain  such  a  confpliance  is  in- 
cbatrovertiUe,  from  the  notorious  fkct  that' this 
tAerehandise,  although  seited  by  theSwedjsh  bu- 
thorities  on  the  lOih  of  Jane,  1910,  wtsnot  confis- 
cated, but  held  in  a  stale  of  seqnesfratron  otilj, 
until  tbe  French  Minister  at  Stockholm,  by-bis 
note  of  the  12lh  of  July,  1811,  aotionncpd  tke  con- 
sent of  his  sovereign  to  the  tefmination  of  ttat 
sequestration,'  on  the  sole  condilimi  that  the  cdLo- 
uial  produce  which  it  aSected  should  not  be  iif 
trodnced  into  France,  or  into  (ho  States'  of  the 
Confederation  of  the  Rhine.  The  extraordinaiT 
demand  of  the  French  agent  inPomerania,  found- 
ed, as  his  excellency  states,  on  the  continental  sys- 
tem; produced^  therefore^  a  tempotary  seqoeWer 
only,  and  fsnushed  no  pretext  for  the  sabseqasot 
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•Mililhl  eonflacatfbn  of  the  lOerifbftDdi^eto  which 
it  applied]  aad  no  ertenuation  of  its  injnstice. 
T)!»e  andersinied  is  not  disposed  nowto  deaythal 
a  demand  of  this  kiad  w^  made,  aa  the  n ale  of 
thePrenefa  Minister  jost  mentioned  itnpliesthe 
prtirious-  participation  of  France  in  the  act  of 
sa|iiestr«tioD  ;  ^ei,  that  demand  baring  never  heen 
c6miiiiinicaied  to  the  American  QoTernment  in 
the  shape  in  which  it  was  preferred,  as  courte^,  if 
n&t  right,  appeared' ttrreqmre,  it  may  be  permitted 
td  entertain  some  donbt  in  respect  to  its  precise  im- 
ptftt  and  extent,  particolarly  as  it  was  allowed  to 
barfs  but  a  partial  and  transitory  efibct.  It  neces- 
sBtity  fintlows,  from  the  facts  which  the  under- 
sized has  now  hftd  the  honor  to  present,  that  the 
continental  system,  or  any  demand  of  the  French 
■gem  in  PomeraDta,  whatever  in  floence  theymight 
uAtlulyhivehECd  in  causing  the  original  seizure, 
cokild  haT«  had  none  in  producing  the  final  sate 
of  the'  merchandise,  and  the  appropriation  of  its 
proceeds  bt  the  Goremment  of  Sweden. 

TTie-nnderatgned  is  far  from  being  disposed  to 
rtUdieate  the  eonthiental  system,  or  the  act^uies- 
c^by:e  of'-naj  nation  in  its  iniqititoos  leouisitions ; 
hat-  his  erceBeney  appears  to  haTe  formed  an 
erWtieous  estimate  of  the  extent  of  both.  None 
of'ttMfiaiions  whose  dominions  border  on  the  Bal- 
tif  eter  committed,  in  relation  to  the  United 
Siktrs,  nor,  it  is  beli^ed,  in  relarion  to  other 
frlMvdly  nations,  any  act  similar  to  that  for  which 
the'  undersigned  has  been  instructed  to  ask  in- 
demtiiiy  from  Sweden.  Of  the  conduct  of  Russia 
Bfl4' Prussia  dnring  ihe  continental  system,  the 
Onlted  States  have  no  cause  to  complain;  and  if 
Di^mark  imposed  a  sequestration,  towards  the 
cltts«  of'  the  )Wr  1909,  on  American  vessels  and 
their  cargoes  in  her  ports,  that  semiatration  con< 
titiued  for  a  few  months  only,  and  the  American 
pK^rty  subjected  to  it  was  restored,  without  er- 
cnnfbn,  to  the  lawful  owners.  U^  the  United 
Sum  hare  now  claims  on  Denmark,  it  is  for  the 
liM4e3s  flepredatiODs  of  her  privateers,  and  the  tin- 
iiM' decision  of  her  tribunals,  and  not  for  the  con- 
iiscation,  without  the  form  of  a  trial,  of  property 
aritnofriedged  to  be  American,  and  fairly  and  reg- 
nlSrly  entered  at  her  castom-nouscs.  Of  all  the 
nMloas  bordering  on  die  Baltic,  it  was  left  for 
SwaJeQ  alone  to  receive  duties,  and  summarily 
aa*i  peremptttrily  to  confiscate  the  merchandise, 
WfthOut  siug«sting  a  doubt  of  its  origin  or  owner- 
ship; Sndi  arethe  facta  j  and' they  save  the  un- 
d^ni^ed  from  the  necessity  of  protesting  against 
thi^' (K)c trine  that  thevirfence  or  injustice  of  one 
Qm-emment  can  be  drawn  into  precedent,  and 
citM  as  authority  to  sanction  the  wrongs  of 
aMIher.' 

WaiHng  at  this  timtr  dl  further  consideration 
of  the  origmal  act  of  sequestration  at  Stralsnnd  in 
1910,  whatenr  might  have  been  its  source^  or  the 
injuries  which  it  inflicted  on  the  unofftnding  end 
c«iSdittg  citizens  of  the  United  States  the  under- 
sijgned  cannot  refrain  from  repeating  distinctly  to 
his  excellency  the  fkcb  on  which  the  Ametican 
Goremment  founds  its  claims  for  indemnity  for 
tlie  nltimste  sale  and  aroropriation  of  the  seqnes- 
teM  property  by  the  Ottrvrnment  of  Swnlen. 


July,  1611,  left  that  propei^yat  the  free  disposal'  '. 

of  the  Swedish  Government,  on  the  sole  conditioil  ! 

already  stated ;  and  that  GovemmEnt,  instead  of  i 

availing  itself  of  the  liberty  thus  accorded  to  ter- 
minate the  seque^iter,  and  to  restore  the  property  j 
to  the  American  owners,  profiled  by  the  accidental  I 
possession'  acquired  by  tne  sequester  to  sell  that  i 
property  on  its  own  account.  ' 
The  Swedish  Qovemment,  forgetting  its  pre-  ' 
vious  assurances,  and  disregarding  the  incontro- 
vertible rights  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,, 
and  the  friendly  relations  'n^teh  had  not  cea-sed  to 
subbt  between  the  two  conntttet^  advertised  that 
property  fi)r  sate  at  Stralsnnd  on  the  2d  day  of 
August,  1811,  actually  sold  it  on  the  14th  day  of 
the  same  month,  and  caused  the  proceeds  thereof 
to  be  paid  into  toe  Swedish  royal  treasury  in  Pom- 
erania.  These  facts,  it  is  believed,  wilt  obt  be  con- 
tested, for  they  are  supported  by  documents  of  ac- 
knowledged aothenticity.'  Between  the  12th  of 
Joly,  iSll,  the  day  on  which  this  propeitywss 
]^dced  at  the  disposal  of  Ihe  Swedish  Government, 
and  the  2d  day  of  the  following  month,  on  which 
it  was  advertised  for  sale,  there  elapsed  twentv-one 
d&ysotrly — a  period  bardT  sufficient  for  deciding 
on  the  royal  order  at  Stockholm,  and  for  its  iraos- 
misaionto  Stralsnnd,  and  for  the  preparation  and. 
publication  of  the  advertisement  The  undersigned 
IS  ignorant  of  Ihe  date  of  that  order ;  but,  from  the 
constderelion  just  suggested,  it  could  not  well  have  ' 
been  issued  at  a  later  day  than  the  20th  of  the  same 
month  of  July,  and  consequently  not  more  than 
eight  days  after  the  note  of  the  Baron  Alquier  had 
announced  Ihe  complete  liberatrbn,  on  the  part  of ' 
France,  of  the  sequestered  properly.  Whatever 
might  hare  been  the  extravagance  nnd  rersatililv 
of  ihe  predominant  despotiam  of  the  time,  it  Will 
not  be  prestHned  that  Ihe  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  will  volunteer  a  bdief  of  a  lolai  change 
of  policy  in  so  brief  a  period ;  and  that,  instead  of 
consentng  to  raise  the  sequester,  as  so  formally 
aad  recently  announced,  it  had  been  capricioosbf 
resdved  toprooeed toimmedlate conflscailoo.  Hu 
excellency  must  be  aware  that  the  precise  wders 
received  from  Ihe  French  Goremroent  during  that 
period  should  t»e  produced,  and  communicated  to 
lh«  Anterieau  Government,  to  obtain  its  &ith  in 
the  existence  of  an  inconsistency  in  lis  nature  so 
incredible.  But  neither  his  excellency  nor  any 
other  Swediiih  fnnciionaiT,  has  attempted  tosbow 
Ihai  any  such  ordefs  were  so  recaved:  and  the- 
undersigned  Witt  now  dare  to  trouble  his  excel- 
lency with  proof,  not  merely  presumptive,  that 
tbey  were  not.  A  declaniion  of  the  Swedish  m- 
th<»ilie*  in  PtMnetaaia  renders  it  certain  that  they 
at  lebst  'acted  in  complete  ignorance  of  such  orders, 
as  wdl  a*of  all  French  interference  on  the  occa- 
itotr,  and  in  the  full  conviction  that  the  Swedish  ' 
Gov»nioent  at  Stockholm  had  the  exclusive  con- 
trol of  the  transaction.  This  declaration  is  con- 
tained in  the  T^y  of  those  authorities,  on  the  Mi 
of  Angort,  1811,  to  a  memorial  presented  to  them 
oa  the  6th  of  that  month,  by  earbdn  merehaDts  of 
Stralnadi  im  MaU  tit  thaaiint  and  o(  theii 
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American  coDstilueali.  This  reply  clesrlf  mBoi-- 
fests  the  opinioQ  which  the  Swedish  regencjr  in 
Pomerania  enlCTtaiaed  of  the  justice  of  the  object 
of  the  memorial,  and  of  the  eompet«ocy  of  their 
aOTetcif  □  to  decide  deGoiiively  in  rdation  to  it. 
It  is  likewise  erident,  froin  tbeir  eogagemeDt  to 
place  proviaiooally  the  proceeds  of  the  merchAndise 
claimed  in  the  royal  cEiamber,  that  they  acted  in- 
dependently of  all  French  interference,  and  that 
there  was  no  agent  of  France  in  their  vicinity 
whom  they  felt  thetnaelves  obliged  to  consult  or 
to  obey  in  thia  proceeding. 

The  uoderstEned  presents  herewith  to  his  excel- 
lency ft  copjr  of  the  translatiaa,  by  a  sworn  ioter- 
preier,  of  this  reply,  as  well  as  of  the  memorial  il- 
■elf,as  they  are  both  in  perfect  accordance  with 
the  statement  of  facts  now  submitted. 

But  the  evidence  nbicb  irresistibly  carries  with 
itconTiction  that  the rofal  orders  ij4ued  at  Stock- 
holm for  the  sale  of  the  aequesteied  merchandise 
at  StraUund  could  not  have  been  in  consequence 
c^any  lequisition  of  the  French  Government  re- 
ceived subsequently  to  the  note  above  mentioned 
of  ibe  Baron  Alquier,  of  the  12th  of  July,  1811,  ii 
collected  from  anoiber  note  from  thai  Minister, 
addressed  to  His  Royal  Highoess  the  Prince  Royal, 
<m  the  IStb  of  Augaet  of  the  same  year.  In  this 
note,  the  Baron  refers,  with  sufficient  precision, 
to  that  which  he  bad  addressed  to  the  Swedish 
Hiniflei  on  the  12th  of  the  preceding-  month,  and 
dearly  admits,  by  the  manner  in  which  he  refers 
to  it,  that,  since  thai  time,  be  had  aeiiher  received 
from  bis  Glovernment,  nor  communicated  to  that 
of  Sweden,  any  insttuctions  whatever  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  men:handise  which  had  been  aeques- 
teied in  Swedish  Fumerania.  Tbe  Royal  order, 
therefore,  which  was  despatched  from  Slocltholra 
in  KufBcient  season  to  cause  the  advertisement  of 
that  merchandise  at  Stralsund  on  the  2d  day  of 
August,  must  have  been  the  free  and  spontaneous 
act  of  ihe  Swedish  Guvemment,  uninfluenced  by 
any  requisition  of  France. 

The  underaigned  daies  to  present  herein  to  his 
excellency  copies  of  the  two  notes  of  tbe  French 
Minister  already  mentioned,  as  ii  is  possible,  from 
Ihe  apparent  uoacquaintance  of  his  excellency 
with  tneir  contents,  that  they  may  Dot  readily  be 
found  in  ihe  archives  of  bis  DepartmenL 

There  is  one  part  of  the  note  of  the  12th  of 
^i»ly  on  which  it  mar  still  be  proper  to  make  a 
few  observations.  Tne  duties  which  appeared  to 
have  been  sequestered  and  claimed  by  France,  as 
well  as  the  merchandise,  were  here  exprcMly  al- 
lowed to  be  received  for  the  account  of  the  Swe- 
dish Qovertiment,  while,  in  consenting  U)  free  the 
mercbaDdiiie,  there  is  no  intimation  of  its  ulterior 
sf^ropriation.  The  duties  undoubtedly  belonged 
to  Sweden,  and  merchandise,  at  least  that  part  of 
it  of  which  there  is  here  a  question,  to  citizens  of 
the  United  States ;  and  if  the  French  Govern- 
ment had  for  a  time  claimed  both,  it  was  now 
obviously  its  intention  lo  abandon  both  to  their 
lawful  owners  reflectively.  Common  sense  and 
common  usage  can  sanction  no  other  construction ; 
for  the  right  of  Sweden  being  ei^ffcesl^  recog- 
nised to  tbe  duties  only,  ncceMuily  implied  a  de- 


nial of  her  ri^bt  to  the  meichaiidise,  which  wa> 
not  so  recognised.  Exprtttia  tmttw  at  taebuio  al- 
Urias.  On  raising  the  i^ucster,  the  parlies  con- 
cerned were  to  be  reinstated  in  their  respective 
rights ;  the  Swedish  GoveinmenI,  therefore,  in  its 
suhsequent  conduct  relative  to  merchandise,  ap- 
pears to  have  acted  not  onlv  without  the  coer- 
cion of  the  French  Emperor,  out  in  opposition  to 
bis  intentions. 

The  note  of  the  12th  of  July  is  certainly  at 
variance,  both  in  its  lone  and  object,  with  that  of 
the  13th  of  August ;  but  whether  this  variance  is 
to  be  ascribed  to  the  temper  and  error  of  Ihe  French 
Minister,  or  to  a  change  in  the  sentiments  and 
policy  of  his  Government,  ji  is  not  necessary  f<»t 
the  undersigned  to  inquire ;  it  is  sufficient,  for  the 
justification  of  the  views  which  he  has  now  pre- 
sented, that  my  note  of  the  12tb  of  July  was  deal 
and  explicit  in  its  terms,  and  that  it  unequivocally 
placed  the  American  merchandise  at  the  sole  ana 
unrestricted  disposal  of  Sweden.  Nor  does  it  be- 
long to  him  to  reconcile  the  new  proofs  of  the  con- 
stant friendship  given  by  the  French  Monarch  to 
that  of  Sweden  in  consenting,  on  the  ISih  of 
July,  to  raise  the  setjuester  on  the  colonial  pro- 
duce at  Stralsund  with  the  ungracious  demand, 
made  on  tbe  13th  of  the  following  month,  to 
cause  that  produce  to  be  sold  under  the  inqtec- 
tionofthe  French  vice-coiuul,  and  Ihe  ^rotted* 
thereof  to  be  deposited  in  the  French  vice-con- 
sular chest.  The  demand,  made  at  Stockholm  chi 
on  Ihe  13th  of  August,  could  no!  have  had  aor 
inQuence  on  the  sale  of  the  merchandise  whicn 
look  place  at  Stralsund  on  tbe  very  next  day ;  and 
it  is  certainly  unnecessary  to  intimate  the  impoa- 
sibiliiy  of  imputing  to  that  demand  Ihe  prenons 
Older  issued  at  Stockholm,  or  the  advertisemeiLt 
published  at  Stralsund,  in  conformity  to  which 
that  sale  WHS  effected  i  besides,  tbe  fact  is  notoriotw 
as  alreadysiated,  that  the  French  vice-consul wai 
not  allowed  to  interfere,  and  that  the  proceeds  of 
the  merchandise  were  paid,  not  into  the  French 
vice-consular  chest,  but  into  the  Swedish  royal 
chamber  in  Pomerauia. 

Were  any  proofs,  in  addition  lo  that  contained 
in  the  reply  to  the  memorial  above  mentioned,  ne- 
cessary to  establish  the  entire  independence  of  the 
Swedish  regency  at  Stralsund  of  all  French  au- 
thoiily,  and  that  they  acted  solely  on  the  orders  of 
their  own  sovereign,  this  proof  would  be  couclor' 
sively  furnished  by  the  note  of  the  French  Minista 
of  tbe  13th  of  August,  which  expressly  states  that 
they  refused  to  act  in  conjunction  wtlh  the  French 
vice-consul  without  first  consulting  their  Oovenoh 
ment  and  asking  its  instructions.  It  is.  therefor^ 
evident  that  neither  tbe  presence  of  tne  French 
troops  in  Pomerania.  nor  the  treaties  of  Sweden 
with  France,  bad  induced  even  the  Swedish  local 
authorities  to  the  necessity  of  submitting  to  the 
undefined  exactions  of  Ihe  continental  system,  or 
of  obeying  tbe  commands  of  a  French  vice-eonsuL 
These  authorities  still  had  tbe  spirit,  surrounded 
as  they  might  have  been  by  troops  and  by  treaties, 
to  act  in  conformity  to  the  orders  of  their  own 
sovereign  only;  audit  is  inccmceivable  thai  His 
Majuiy,  aloof  from  all  the  danger,  at  Stockholm, 
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Mold  Imtc  been  advind  top 

■ud  mdependeiit  eoume.  Tw 
pqnoe  inicli  a  ooane,  a  aMarent.  not  onljr  from 
the  facts  alreadr  slated,  bat  trom  tne  eircanutance 
which  hie  exeetlencv  has  bets  i^eased  to  commn- 
nicate,  that  Hit  Majeelf,  at  that  time,  caused 
thirtjT'thiee  American  renelii,  richif  ladea,  to  be 
delivered  to  their  tawfol  ownen  ia  the  fftrta  of 
Sweden,  ia  defiance  of  the  formal  reqniiitioa  of 
the  laimoD  of  France.  This  eireomstanee,  iiutead 
of  jnalaffiag  or  exlmiatiw  the  sale  of  the  Amer- 
ican mscluLndisa  at  SUebund,  as  his  ezceUencf 
Appean  to  beliere,  demooatrates  that  nle  to  bare 
been  onneoessary,  either  from  a  mpect  to  existing 
treaties,  or  Irom  a  fear  of  oflending  the  Oorern- 
ment  of  France^  It  is  difficult  to  perceiTe  how 
bis  sxcdlency  eoald  attempt  (o  sanction  an  act  of 
iqjustice  uid  Tiolence,  which  he  affects  to  excuse 
from  a  d^erenee  existing,  and  from  the  necessity 
of  yielding  to  foreign  force,  by  a  simulta neons  act 
of  jastice,  which  he  considers  to  be  the  more  mer- 
itorious beeanse  it  was  performed  in  defiance  of 
both. 

As  to  the  presence  of  French  troops  in  Fome- 
noia,  it  docs  not  appear  to  have  had  any  infinence 
on  tlM  transaction.  There  was  no  military  reqni- 
oitioa  made  with  respect  to  the  American  property 
-al  Stralsand }  bat  all  the  demands  of  France,  in 
lelation  to  that  properly,  as  far  as  they  are  known 
to  the  ondersigned,  emanated  from  the  ciTil  depart- 
ment at  Paris,  and  were  eommnnicated  to  the 
Swedish  Qorernment  through  diplomatic  or  coa- 
■ulac  funclionaiies  oolyj  unawed  by  any  allusion 
to  the  possible  intervention  of  an  armed  force. 

Witn  the  aetnal  employment  of  the  proceeds  of 
Ute  confiscated  American  property,  the  Oovern- 
-  ment  of  the  United  Slates  considers  ibelf  as  hav- 
ing no  concern.  It  is  Ibe  lobs  of  that  property  by 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  through  an  arbitiarr 


aet  of  Sweden,  and  not  any  adrantage  which 
Bwedm  did  or  did  not  derive  from  that  ae^ 
eonslitutesihe  ground  of  the  praaent  claim  fo 


pcaaatioa.  To  whatever  o^ect  thoae  ptoeeedt 
■  were  applied,  the  injury  sustained  bytbeAmeriean 
dlizcna  remains  the  same.  Still  however,  the 
AmeTteanOovemmentm^t  be  inclined  to  regard 
die  TioleDae  with  kas  pamfnl  feelinca^  had  it  been 
nqoiied  for  the  promotion  of  some  object  essential 
to  Swedoi,  and  not  gtatnitooslycoaunitied  for  a 


If,  contrary  to  all  the  evidence  and  atmineBt 
which  the  nndersifced  has  now  jHesented,  there 
aboold,  aa  his  excelLeBey  stales,  bare  been  certain 


of  Sweden.  Bnt  even  these  conditions,  however 
formal  and  categorical  they  migbi  have  ben, 
which  are  relied  on  as  an  apology  for  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Swedii>h  Oovernment,  could  not  be  al- 
lowed to  discbarge  that  Crovemraetit  from  its  oUi- 
gatioDs  to  provide  an  indemnity  to  (he  Ameri- 
eiiizens  whom  these  proceedingx  iajored.  If 
den  had,  :n  fact,  only  a  choice  of  evils,  and 
deeted  the  leas  in  order  to  avoid  the  greater,  she 
was  certainly  bound,  io  coiwequence  of  this  elec- 
tion, to  repair  ifae  wrong  she  inflicted  on  otbns  for 
her  own  safety  or  aecommodaiion.  No  necessity 
can  be  admiiied  of  a  nature  sufficiently  imperious 
0  exonerate  her  from  this  responsiUtity,  exeept- 
ng  tbat  which  resulted  from  the  aciou  exercise 
if^a  foreign  force,  which  she  could  not  resist,  and 
which,  in  fact,  wrested  from  her  the  poesessioa 
and  control  of  the  property  which  bad  been  placed 
under  Ibe  safeguard  of  her  power  and  good  &ith. 
The  incontrovertible  facts  that  the  orders  for  tha 
sale  were  iwoed  at  Stockholm,  and  that  the  Qot- 
ernment  of  Sweden  was  at  least  the  unresisting 
agent,  if  not  the  principal,  in  this  transaciion,  for- 
^ld  a  belief  in  even  the  posstbility  of  such  a  neces- 
itv.  If,  indeed,  those  ordeni  were  not  entirely 
voluntary  on  the  part  of  Sweden,  they  could  only 
have  been  constrained  by  an  attention  to  her  own 
interests,  and  by  th<<  conviction  of  the  expediency 
of  making  a  partial  and  minor  sacrifice  for  the 
preservation  of  an  object  of  more  general  and  vi- 
tal iinportance;  and  Mr  honor  could  never  have 
permitted  her  to  sunpose  that  mch  a  sacrifice  for 
such  an  obicet  conia  be  made  at  the  expense  of 
others,  ana  not  at  her  own.  it  was  her  obvious 
duty  to  mmke  an  adequate  compensation  to  thosa 
who  had  sufiered  by  the  saorifiee  as  soon  aa  sha 
possessed  the  means — and  she  has  long  possessed 

Where  his  excellencr  obtained  his  informatioik 
that  Fiance  was  tlie  ally  of  America  in  1810  and 
ISll,  the  unhappy  epoch  of  the  seizure  and  sale 
of  the  American  merehaadtse  at  Stralsnnd,  ifaa 
nnderaigned  is  ata  loss  to  conjectore.  The  United 
States  never  diaguiae  or  conceal  their  relations 
with  foreign  Powers;  they  have  no  secret  treatiea 
for  the  purpose  of  eluding  a  distmstful  enemy,  or 
of  surprising  a  confiding  friend.  Their  whole 
history  is  open  to  the  worid,  and,  had  bis  excel- 
lency consulted  it,  he  would  have  known  that 
America  never  was  the  ally  of  imperial  France. 
If  the  United  States  were,  unfortaoately,  as  his 
exoellenoy  intimates,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
''  of  the  disastrons  influence  M 


idtlions  imposed  by  France,  in  raising 
ler,  (or  in  making  the  transfer,  as  hu 
«xeeUeBcy  is  pteaaed  to  call  it,)  requiring  that  the 
anms  prodneed  by  the  sale  a£  the  mochandise 
aboold  be  applied  in  placing  Pomerania  in  a  state 
of  dribice,lus  exceUeney  will,  it  is  presumed,  feel 
the  propriety  of  communicating  these  conditions 
to  the  American  Government,  in  the  term*  in 
which  they  were  originally  exprened.  Such  a 
eommmicatiou  might,  at  least,  have  an  efiect  in 
dimint^ing  the  impreenon  which  now  exists,  tbat 
tikasalaof  merehandise  was  tba 


The  andersisned  has  now  had  the  honor  to  pres- 
ent to  his  excefleney,  concisely,  a  transaction,  wiA 
the  essential  circttmatancrB  of  which  bisezcdiencr 
aeknowledgen  him  to  he  aeqaainted.  It  belongs 
to  his  exceUency,  should  the  statement  of  Uiese 
circnmstanees  be  erroaeoos,  to  fbmish  the  facts 
necessary  for  its  correction.  It  is  impossible  for 
the  Oovemment  of  the  United  States,  with  all  the  ' 
information  which  it  now  ponesses,  to  believe  that 
■och  facts  can  be  furnished;  and,  if  they  cannot, 
bis  eioeilaaey  himadf  most  admit  that  the  ptea  of 
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twmmx. 


'SrSsi 


tmaMioa  iFnnwh  Mxipulsiiioj  for  ihf 


lOa  fit*  i2ik;>a  Mr,  1811,  that  awrdbwdiw 


.iM|wi«',:|daMd.«t  1^  VNctwire  .4i^>Mil>on  of 
,  fiyni^  Md  W  mw^fM  .pamr  Ihua  .girm  of 
(.iMioijpg  it.to  idiB,  mt&l  «imi«n.    This  paver 

.  nqumM' UlllUvMW  bjr  MBy.iMW  dMMOd  of 'tk« 

. j^ri)  9ov«MiMBt  ior  aiot«.tbaa.«.jBa«th^-« 

-|l»ie4janiplTma0i«tt.to.lutTeidiMtaltd-tha  ' ' 
vuwof  ihfl  UiutedfitUMJiiLilie'  fidl  pcMBirio 
ibw-ptopntyjiUi'to  kMe«Mhltd  them.  tonMua 
it  Uffta  .tny  futm  :daag«  mbb  iwbitb  it  isiglit 
.,b»'«  M<D.j»ecWMd  fay  itbe  ubitrary.and  cqsi' 
■^itt  ftiAvy  ft  Fiwx.  foJmroaeralyuglcckd, 
Filor.ft  HBgle  day,.Uuia,U  h^TftiKenuatd  tbupowri 

fVnm^cf  Snvdaa  iTCfponnDle  Anall ih&ooue- 
jtnncaj^batiMtiMrelrMtkamjMglMttdiidMiuig 

'Jmt  |o.  bftFB  waployed  that  ftenod  «lid  .ftfauBd  4bBl 
-9KW/a  «MlauTslr  for  ^,«aMt«iian«f  Ikai  ptof 


-JMr.Jto  tl>»«iqi  AfBiieHbibiUA  coune  of . 

,«&  Mw  part  of -that  iQoTMMneiil  Ar.  which  the 


-jWre.iiMDflMrr ,    _ 

•;Bote  piuMiwaUr  to  tboattvie*>nlu«hit.anMand 


<lBf«)Uttan,-to  infer  Us  eacoUoMriOiithe  aote.of 
p^be  Md«ni>0Md,  of  lktt.«tli  DEA^KcMber,  1816, 
!ilMncl>  (tHW.biwcRto  mwiiawi  iwufcaat .an  an- 
ninnvt  VWl'Of  iwUdk^fci*  eMeUooer,  ia  liu  emwmm- 
ijim/aiia  jiM  BMatMOed,  has  not  Xakn  Ike  ali^tl- 
ett  notice. 

'  Xh^iRB^enjgMd^Iwi  felt  it  to  be  hui  dnty  tu  «ute 
:to^ii  cjc«AUM«)r,.the  viejrs  of  the  CtoTonmat  of 
4lt«  UAtt«d'StUe«<iDitbiftni||ject,>witkpenpicuilr 
.WdfnwknwhBnd  uHeMEaineri  by  aojr  rvngaBooe 
to^diffei,  in  ueloi.inbrenoe,  fnnnhueiMtWey; 
,md[tlua  QnBve.be  hu.pvnaed.inihlen  jMsicadaa, 
Wbe  fonfidaHly  boliemd  that  it  -would mt be 
,MerilMd  ,lo  B  iwaat  of  betoraing  deoanqn,  butto 
'ftffigatdlD; truth,:  and  :MpeeMll]r  to  the  ^Kqiicnt 
4^Bratioii«  ofbu  e3uaU«Ky  tkattfaiaitiatMuMian 
f'Waot  origiaally  of  his  o^nizuee,  uad  ibat  he 
.aVM  tharfore.iinBQqBaintBdiwkb  ittdetailt. 

Itiisipdwdto  be^egretKd  that  the. prapantioaa 
mule  by  the  Swedbh  Governneat  lo  the  ipeoial 
tagaot  pi  theeUiaiaati  bad  not.beea  (tf  ao  taiaAc- 
,.lory  a>nntaiaai  to  have  leBdercd  thia  ooueipond- 
ence  UDBeceasarr.  .The  onAaaigiiedJwa  been  «- 
Muruedito  b(iiw,.&om.:the  ooaxenatioas^ivbich 
iha  Jiad  ktejy  had  lite  boww  to  hdd  jvitlt  Hi*  Ha- 
-j«airi.tfaat  weiDOte  of  hn.exedleBey. would  hare 
ogstawwd  lOttesiiiafie  offer,  diclated  either  by  a 
x^rd  to  j«wti«e,  oc.bT.wme.at)u(.boiiMablasnd 
IriMidl^  feeliag,  vhieh  abanld  Jiave  pot  tbia.aBb- 
jact  of  aLteccaUon  at  jraat  -The  GOTeniiBeiit.of 
.the  Vaited  Btaiee  vouldstiU  reganl.with  eomjda- 
:HB«y  any  arranMDMat  with  the  elaimanlB  whioh 
.tlbowd  prercnl  toe  newarity  of  dl  finrther  official 
■iiKBOuUm,  aadJkare  the  ihanH]i^..betweea  the 


diatiubit.  iBotiil 

■faoildithe  OoMonm^t  of  Uie  Vaited.  Btaieif on 

the^ahaeaoe  -of  iMehi  aa- aiiaiigniiiiiil,  iiiiil  iii  ahe 


aakr  tram.' 

■ddiiid  II 


flf  :tbeiB>al  •late'Of  ibeoaaetiao. 
aahaie.preaeirtad,  ^detiM^iem  itsidaaaaad  Cwiia- 
dcmnily,  it  would  ikilin  its4tMy4adiaM.Wko  have 
fiiithlTiillii|Tiiciiiiiin  ThfiBialiirw(|iirilbiibi«iii. 
.thewire.  ■ffoially  linatroeUd  aoane  HuadcBaad, 
awl,  ".while  aHtWiag  .the  Swedidi  QOTiwiaiai 
«f  ilB  aitqaeMioned  .jiwiicc,,— dof  ■f-f-fTf— ' 
ioMgiBifiaasI  tolbeiiUBcait  <d-  B  weiin  f  yet  eo  4iB- 
Oaaaag.ta.theifnfiHMay  Jo^pra  BOtiec  <hM,iin,f(ir- 
.iMsriBg.ta.pfaaa  it  i»  biiiiimi  fiMai>|»>iiiy  man  aw, 
Jtu-^Do.iaeaBaitjKinMiitioaortheGoTfiBnKat 
.of  the  Uait«diatam<to  abandDii  Jt." 
tZbe  wadaraigaed  liaa  pievailad  :oa  UumbU 4o 
ply  from  Viwma  to  a  Bntn  arhirh  hit  iiTnriltpij 
l.ioihimatB«idiu}  bat,aa'tliia'«aunft'u 
so.theip^MW««OBaioB  by-neaiiliarcco)i- 
OS  only,  it  airill  «oi  be  hereafter  p—^iad. 
Hiaica««II«i«yiath«Rfqr««qae(4adtaad(liaR4BB 
future  communications  for  the  GoTemmmt  ofihe 
UattedMSl^tea  tO'Chnstopber  H«be*,:£i9iui^ 
wdioiai^aiiged.wilbilhe«^ir««f  itoJeaatii>a»at 

iSlocUMKn,3niiDf  the  ■!■ ii  iifithiiiMiiiiiaii 

Th(i.uiidtrHgaed.hB*tfae|hMtoi  tef^Httaiai 
^wUaaey  ahaaannanea  of  hi*'highMt.-eaBaid> 

G)pj/  o/_  a  Diencrial  of  fA«  ^mrtMnt*  of  Sirfftja^p 
the  ^ve^iih  Sfii/dl  Jttgtnoy. 
.Tiie.hnnible  jDfnwaal.of  aofiiry  W^tbiarMmed 
BUKhanis  of  Biialfifiul,  Ibi,  tbemieir^.iuid  ttiflir 
cwutififfms,  wii><WT»ipg  ll)exe«fcmtipR.of  ^,«a|»- 
iflialpwrchwaise*  which,  were  pijww^e^ftatiwii 
apd  tl>e  «oppitig,the  public  wle  ibeieoi. 


__J,  paMly  by  pnMio  rapottj.bat:  ««a  o  i  JaMy 

.bf  .thepablMatiaaDf  ^me  caecfltoer^iidueboB- 
osaUaua^ Vlmat^j,  of  the-Sdof  Ati0ii>t,«ar- 
seni  ^r,  that  iM'Oolooial  iaersfaaodiMi<  -wfciqh 
an  lying  IB  the  i^al.aaaalwM:  mdgr  ■a^aaa 
BatioB  ata.  to  ibe  naUiely  aold,  "we:  flad  ov- 
•dxe*  oUifad  moat  ihoHblr  to  lay  before  yoar-ea- 
odleacy  and  the  honocable  Royal  Regency  oar 
naaoBi  .why  ws  hope  that,  yon  wilt  be  plnmid, 
Lwith  re^Mct  to  tbe  eoloBiaL,mMchaadiieBMoBg- 
inctoui  aad  our  coMtitnente,  whioh  hare  t>Ma 
hitherto  under  aequestratioa,  to  let  an  ezo^ptioik 
lahe  place  fitna  jnmit  maanire  aanpBaeed'  in  the 


8  better 'W^  the  prinoii^  nt  a 
.aovad  poljtiaal  economy  tban  Uberty'^td  jeaqnly 
of  aonuacna.  Jaatiee  reqntrea,.  mwendilrionally, 
that  nobodyaball  be  punished  &w  an  aetJaawUeh 
waafaitherto.BOTBitted,  and  the jm^bition  thaaa- 
of  has  nanrMD  published.  CoaidiBg  in  these 
puonidaa,  we- and  oar  eomaieictalofrinids  have 
wdocd  hitba  a  ^naoiicy  of  coloqial  fMacbaa- 
disea,  whieb,  after  their  awiTalfWaie'  fut  .under 
seqneairation.  Hard  as  this  jneaanre  ia  iisalf'  al- 
ready is^  we  could  quietly  look  at  it,BatbaaaaDe 
was  only  prariaionsll,  aad  wa  fidly  eonfidad  aa  the 
jnmueofoaricaase;  bat,BS  itveweeanu  thaac- 


^yCoOi-^lc 
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D  oHich  aJMMd  -thtt  vn  abowld 

■ohMdMer  hftwe  nrivai  fatM'Otber 
■boat  Sweden,  ludsr  dw  :MiUicrimiaD  «S  the 
^BvadiBlt paUic ^aadwntica, or  4neet  fromMsnli 
lAoMfMftj'ft.SwOfnwdlroaaBMladirith'Samda. 
(AlL'tkepuMnwUch  eooMm  tiMm,'U.s>tll  «s 
uibeiiii{K>a*bMh.1mHgfat  Umb  Uibcr, hftve  bnn 
-«omuM<faf  theiDfU  lioe&t  4Mte,aad^uebMn 
finnd  bUmdMiiudyov-autUaienr,  «ad  die 

.•d  the.pvBUMonlo  ntetasdantiMd.  Bm^ 
-»hittg  htnin  hmtMn  iJo^eoB  onr-Mit  jwUie^ 
^UKt'iUgallf.  '9io  {■olnlNikm  Bppw<d  ns  iMran; 
fiw  dielietti 


B  of  ijia  UgbeM  MilMiitr  of  the  cowMrf, 
-■id  we  kave  fsid,  eMn.alnBdy,.pwt  «f  tkedatin 
OB  <liflM  ntawbMdiiM ;  mnd  alMMdd  now  tbeie 
merclHiiduea  ncrerUM^eH  W  eoaifcMid  ondanb- 
.IMr  wU  for  Ike  beMfiioT  ibe  jImu  ? 

ilF  we.wtW'T^tui  tiMl|Hidaofoa'awm]r,«icfa 
lAmutBemald'Ocduai^sat  ■fyef-io.ywY  ex- 
-ttmca^mKf^  U>t»,tot  an  ^wcmy  oiilr otweiyei  Itin 
.  Mm  inlmat,  ud  notnlw  utf  the  ooBoiMMd  cosBt^  I 
-bBt,iBaiMUeAf.pnoe,nrhn  thonreeofannica 
9i?ei|ri«ef  tothe.poinr  oflbelawa  u^g-we 
caaiicrt.iMkeowMlMsJHDiMu.nrilh-lb8)dra;Aat 
Ibe  Sbilo  ^ntf  ekoaU.fitoeeed  in  tUs  iwwner 
abjects,  mod  «niiMtfiica^  whp, 
ionrfdwJ 


■poo  tbe  legal^iHHl  piiUiei^  of  thor  ulief^ 
ttiawfat  Utemadvn  aepuie. 

:TEe:BM«diBlK  On  hi tmi  wfaoae  aapa.4ffesl- 

v>7(  gtuded  by  miUoeM  wd  juitwe,mt  eertiia- 
\j,  Men.  the  Blotter  if  OBM.put  iBopcopnligbt, 
.  lOBoiB  fiulfafal  to  ibcii;  node  of  proeeedinff  hiuei- 
lo  obMcred ;  «Bd  the  just  MMunesta  of  your  es- 
MUenejFOBd  of  Ibfc  itonoBUe  Rt^l  fiegancr  «R 
:  fcwnm  to  «i  by  too  mSBi:  iaMaiMMt  <thM  >w«  ehoald 
■ot^pcu.witb  Ml  confldene^  tel  yon-viU  nske 
nae  of  all  mcMtf  to  »Tato  ■Monimaodtlriawn- 
tal.iotu.Md  ooT  w— tinirati  i  oad.tre  iberefbre 
iwtiire,.iifkh  thefaHaWcopfidenaeof  aiiotyyre- 
anltfto  poqr  yonr  woeHeacy  ood  the  hononUe 
Bofkl  lOs^mefmimt  hnmhlj-  lod  mnrt  mriMrtly 
sotlo  ntffir  (he ate  of^  thecolonial mnekuidaei 
slowAttd  oof .eonMitnmi,  wkieh  bane 


r  own  &iee  di^MsilKW ;  or, 
itMut,  by  yoHT  grkciotis  nMrpaNnQii'-imlb<'the 
highei  instance,  to  procare  theaonw, 
BVBALMMD,  Ah^  6,  IBU. 
I  conform  vitb  the  original. 

J.  A.  IKE, 


.(kfai-iif-a  ngi2y  to  Atfon^oiaf. 
Uaamhe.ptfiiion  of  ihoooiBMW*cial^' 
Mr^mnmi,  Uta  aMmnan  EvaBhwen  ScUntw, 
;«he-BM«>ttii  laeel,  for  bunaelf.  aoa  laKoucr  for 
4lw  tiaerobaBt  laleremoDdvand  the  mer^WBtt  We- 
-imtMo,  widow  Qlaawr  Bewnin,  and  J.  C.  Mog- 
genberg,  for  thanKlTea  and  their  conHitiNDti,  tot 


Ibe  Wiliinition  •!)(  the  caltokt  jnecchaxMllaaa  ,fm 
wdnr  acqaeetntiop,  and  the  pre^ouipn  of.  ike 
public  nlalhaRof,  it  ia  deened : 

W^boMi,  aecoiding  to  the  B(nr<aiMri«t«iian 
from  His  itoyftlHajcBly.tbefe  gbaUbe|iroe«dad 
iaunedistelr  with  tEe  «ale  of  atl  the  eoUnnl  MM- 
obaodiwe  iirhioh  have  faeeo  ae«Bettfaiad .  bm 
Ibair  petttton  oanaol  be^nnlcd,  bat  ihe  ftuu 
Beganey  will  nake  nqiort  to  ibe  Royal  ij)|a- 
jeaty  of  the  rodamation  enteced  hy  tbeneao- 
ai«liats,a»d  the  moMy-rwamd  front  the  saleiof 
ibe  aow  elslmad  merthandiaee  shall  be  ledgad 
«ith  the  (oyal  ohandter  «mtil  hi*  detnsuaation, .  in 
«fldK  that,  in  eaae  the  nme  ahall  be  fatoabla  for 
them,  Jl.nay  immadiately.  be  paid  oTcr  to  .than. 

STMLtwH),  iAtfrw*  e,  1611. 

Dactee  for  dte- above -mentioDad  mcsahaattia 
ooofonartiie  with  the  oiiginal. 

J.  A.  «£, 
Jlogof  Jtttuat,  AmUMrian^fe. 

I,  Charles  ErdmaDO.  sworn  iuterpieteiof  fwdgn 
languages  in  and  for  the  Conunonweidth  of  Pmn- 
^Ivatiia^ by  lawful  authority  daly.^poii)IedAnd 
commissioned,  residing  in  the  city  oif  Phi^dewaiu 
do  certify,  that  the  preceding  is  a  tiue  ^i^  faitb^l 
.trannlatitm  of  a.certaio  original  paper  ^ttcp,^ 
the  Oennan  langut^  annexed  heret9. 

Ja  aritness  whereof,  I  have  har^uUo  sa,f/ff 
hand  and  wal  of  office,  this  3d  day  a^.  S^auur, 
1812. 


[Caataanicaled  to  the  Houh,  Dm^udImi  10,  IUI^J 
TalhekommiUlhe  Stnate  <wrf  ifew  qf  SarmuH' 

The  mamtnial  of  a  eeaiteMiaa  of  ithe.  &itnda,Bf 
national  indoslry,  aatcgiibkd  in  the  city  at  Star 
Yaifc,  to  take  into  eo&aiteation  the  pnafeate  am- 
liooof  onrffannfitctura^and  to  petition  Cvapnt 
for  'Aw  nlipf  and  proteetun,  eonpoaed  ,of  lafe- 


gaiCE  ftom  Massaebuntta,  Rhode  Iwind,  Co^cc- 
tieut,l4ew  Yorh.  New  Jertey,  Paani^xania,  Dal- 
.avnue,Uaiyland„andQhio,MMaeduUyaho!inih: 

That  yowmemoriBUatsuipau^a  yom  hrntyaMn 
ibody,  under  a  finn  and  a  aolaas  ognnction  ihata 
crisis  has  arrived,  in  the  pronesa  e£  oar-qat^, 
whioh  imperiowljr  deaMoas  the  sacMHs  attauion 
and  ptompt  exertion  of  Ae  coUecled  wisdom  of  its 
cafu>>ul%>nd  on  which  its  AiCwe  destinies- joast 
^seentiaUr  depend. 

That  the  United  Scales,  poHaniiig  eTtayadian- 
lape  of  soil,  olijooate,  and  native  prodncwms,  and 
mth  a  :poe«ilBtiQn  indnstiiousT  inuliigent,  and  «»• 
terpurisf;,  (o  a  degree  nara  probijily  ei«eeded'.ky 
any  naKon ;  And  fAer  enjoying  for  twenty  ycais 
the  benefit  of  an  ov«>.prQportk»t  ef  the  tnde«f 
the  .world,— find  themselves  in  a  slate  of  gxeat  cea- 
banaaament  and  diSouUy,  involviag  almost  every 
dfleaription<rf'oQr4utizens.  Qurcanuneroeisgieady 
jKovtraitod ;  our  tihif piaf  has.wak  in  laiue  lo  «■<- 
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halfofiu  original  cMt;  ml  estate  is  depreciated, 
in  most  parts  of  the  couatry,  in  an  equal  degi«« ; 
numbers  of  out  merehuts,  maonractDrert,  and 
farmers,  are  redueod  to  bankruptcy,  and  the  cir- 
cumstances of  many  of  those  who  have  escaped 
this  cBtamiioDs  situation  are  daily  itnpuring ;  a 
giett  portion  of  our  mechanics  and  artists  are  un- 
employed ;  and  all  the  frail*  of  their  labors,  which 
might  have  been  daily  adding  to  the  prosperity  of 
the  nation,  are  wholly  lost  In  fine,  our  great  sta- 
ples are  so  far  reduced  in  {nice  as  most  seriously 
to  afiect  the  interests  of  the  africulturista,  and  to 
diminish  the  means  of  paying  for  our  importations. 

That  we  ate  deeplv  indebted  to  foreign  nations, 
notwithstanding  we  tiare  transmitted  to  them  as 
much  ol'  OUT  surplus  productions  as  they  furnished 
k  market  for,  and  likewise  a  lar^^  amount  of  our 
Ooremment  and  bank  stocky  which  subjects  us  to 
an  oppressive  annual  lai  for  interest,  probably 
equal  to  the  amount  of  the  civil  expenses  of  our 
GJoTemment,  which  adds  to  the  impoverishiiig 
drain  of  our  specie. 

That,  while  so  many  of  our  manufacturers  are 
thus  rumed ;  our  working  people  destitute  of  em- 
ployment, and  of  the  means  to  support  their  fami- 
liee;  our  manufacturing  establishments  falling  to 
Tuins ;  and  our  water  powers,  with  which  we  are 
pre^miaen^  Messed,  unemployed, — our  cities  and 
towns  are  mled  with  the  manufactured  produc- 
tions of  other  nations,  by  which  we  have  been  and 
ue  ruinously  drained  of  our  wealth. 

That  those  complicated  evils  which  oppress  u^ 
and  which  have  taken  place  during  a  season  of 
profound  peace  of  nearly  five  years'  duration,  aftei 
■  war  cltned  with  honor,  ana  which  left  us  in  a 
■tale  of  high  prosperity,  evince  that  there  is  some- 
thing unsound  in  our  policy,  which  requires  a  rad- 
ical remedy,  in  the  power  of  the  National  Legis- 
htare  alone  to  apply. 

That  wifldom  dictates  to  the  United  SItates  to 
profit  by  the  expnieoee  of  other  nations ;  to  shtm 


have  advanced  their  wealth,  power,  and  resonrces. 
Beiiig  the  yotngeal  nation  in  the  world,  they  can- 
DOt,  without  a  sacrifice  of  their  happiness,  pursue 
the  paths  that  have  led  some  to  decay  and  ruin ; 
itor  deviate  from  those  that  have  exalted  others  to 
«  high  degree  of  prosperity.  We  therefore  respect- 
fully submit  to  your  serious  consideration  a  slight 
dcetch  of  the  policy  of  some  of  the  nations  of  En- 
rope,  with  ill  consequences. 

At  the  close  of  the  seventeenth  century,  Portu- 
gal posaessed  a  most  flourishing  and  extensive 
woollen  manufactory,  raised  to  maturity  by  pro- 
hibitions of  all  rival  articles  from  other  nations. 
The  basis  of  this  manufacture  was  her  own  raw 
material,  and  that  of  Spain.  It  employed  a  large 
proportion  of  her  popuhtion  advantageously,  and 
greatly  enriched  the  nation.  She  was  induced  to 
Temove  the  prohibition,  and  trusted  to  a  {wotect- 
ingdatyof  33percent.  In  three  or  four  years  the 
mumfactory  was  deetroyed ;  the  manufacturers 
rained ;  the  workmen  devoted  to  idleness  and  b^- 
^ry  i  tiM  raw  nuterial  sold  at  low  rstee  to  for- 
ognen,  who  employed  their  wotkma  on  it,  and 


relumed  it  at  an  advance  f>f  300  to  400  per  o«nt; 
whereby  she  was  drained  of  herwemlih,aawehar« 
been  by  similar  meaaa.  In  a  word,  grndnally  im- 
poverished and  niined,she  holds  oata  most  imprea- 
sive  lesson  to  the  statesmen  of  all  other  nations. 

The  example  of  Spain  is  equally  striking.  She 
has,  for  cenluries,  with  thooe  boundlete  ttcaniro 
which  are  lavished  on  her  in  vain,  nourished  the 
industry  of  othra  nations,  and  often,  with  those 
treasuree,  squandeied  for  their  manofactuta,  fed 
the  annies  that  have  covered  her  fields  with  dso- 
latiOB,  and  shed  disgrace  on  her  arms. 

The  moss  of  her  subjects,  unprotected  in  their 
industry,are  in  a  stateot  abject  distress  and  misery; 
although,  under  a  wise  Govonment,  some  t»nin- 
ries  since,  Spain  vras  the  mont  manufacturing  and 
proeperoiis  nation  in  the  world.  And  even  at  the 
present  time,  two  or  three  of  her  prov  inces,  imdei 
a  diff«ent  regime  from  the  rest  of  me  nation,  whete 
industry  is  protected,  are  as  praeperoui  and  indna- 
trioua  as  any  part  of  Ewope. 

Russia  and  Austria  protect  the  industry  ofthm 
Bubjects,  and,  in  consequence,  enjoy  a  high  degree 
of  mueperily  and  happiness.  The  fimner  naiian 
prohibits  about  two  nnadred  articles  speeiGcaliy, 
among  which  are  all  the  important  manu&ctitfcs 
ofhcrBlliea,FranceandEngland.  Austria, through- 
out the  wide  cxtMit  of  her  dominions,  prohibiia  all 
cotton,  wooUen,  silk,  and  other  mnnftctureB. 

England  has  protected  the  industry  of  her  ssb- 
jeots  with  more  care,  and  has  accordingly  amaswd 
more  wealth,  and  aitaioed  a  higher  degree  of 
power  and  inRuenee  than  any  other  nation  of  an- 
cient or  modem  times,  in  proportion  to  ba  popn- 
latitHi.  Theuseshe  has  madeof  her  wealth,  what- 
ever it  may  have  been,  is  no  impeachment  of  the 
merit  of  the  system  by  which  it  has  been  acquired. 
The  ease  of  Fiance,  however,  is  more  striking 
and  impressive  than  that  of  any  other  nation.  For 
twenty  years  rite  waged  wars,  bloody  and  destrue- 
tive  almaat  beyond  example,  with  two-thirds  of 
Europe,  and  Md  in  pay,  durins  a  large  port  of 
that  time,  aimies  of  iteariy  a  millioD  of  men.  Af- 
ter those  ware  were  concluded,  she  was  crashed 
by  foreign  nnoies  of  two  or  three  hundred  thou- 
sand men,  and  had  enormous  contributions  and 
reactions  levied  on  her,  to  the  amount  of  probably 
one  hundred  millions  of  dollars.  Yet  she  has,  in 
a  few  years,  recotered  from  all  them  calamities^  by 
protecting  the  industry  of  her  subjects,  and  enjoya 

ted, 

any  former  paiod. 

The  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  the  events 
which  immediately  preceded  it,  produced  in  many 
of  our  reflectiDg  fellow-citizens  a  due  sense  of  their 
best  and  most  lasting  interests. 

With  a  rapidity  unexampled  in  the  history  of 
any  other  people,  H  large  portion  of  their  capita! 
was  transferred  from  commercial  to  manufactur- 
ing pursuits.  The  value  of  goods  manufectnred 
in  the  United  States,  a*  Uken  from  the  mar&bati' 
retiiras,  amounted,  as  early  as  1810,  to  upwardsof 
one  hundred  and  Hcvoity-two  millions  of  doUats, 
which  value  was  very  greatly  increased  durtag 
the  late  WOT. 


present  a  greater  desree  of  arnqwrity,  it  is  utt- 
I,  on  the  highest  authority,  dian  Ac  k*a  doneal 
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The  peace  of  Bnrope  was  atiended  with  ruin- 
ous eoDseqofnces  to  us:  our  infant  mannraenirea 
were  bligbted  in  the  bud ;  the  spirit  of  specula- 
tion spread  through  our  eoantry,  aeduciog  ner  to- 
taries  from  the  paths  of  quiet  and  laborious  indu»- 
>ry,  bj  promises  of  suddeo  wealth.  But  it  was 
soon  found  that  the  commerce  of  1815  and  1816 
was  Dot  the  commerce  of  1806  and  1BD7 :  the 
tions  bj  whose  calamiiim  we  had  flourished,  whose 
impoTerishment  had  been  our  gain,  were  no 
pe»ce  with  each  other,  aad  retumiog  with  eager 
aetirity  to  the  employments  of  soeiallife :  our  ves- 
sels were  no  longer  wanted  to  eooTey  ineir  pro- 
ducts, nor  to  Mipply  them  with  onn.  Cherishing 
and  depending  on  their  own  resources,  ihey  hare 
furnished  us  a  useful  and  honorable  lesson  in  the 
ecoouragemeot,  support,  and  ejtteniion  of  domes- 
tic, and  salatory  ratrictions  on  the  importation  of 
forei^,  manufactures.  An  imitation  of  their  pol- 
icy, in  this  respect,  your  memorialbts  believe  lo  be 
indispensable  to  the  prosperity  and  independence 
of  OUT  countrv. 

With  this  belief,  and  a  confident  reliance  in  the 
diapoHtioD  of  Congress  to  promote  thae  primary  ob- 
jects by  every  necessary  means,  your  memorialists 
would  respectfully  recommend  to  your  considera- 
tion three  measures,  the  adoption  of  which,  we 
feel  persuaded,  would  reraore  the  embarrassments 
of  our  country,  and  restore  life  and  rigor  to  oar 
almost  expiring  manufactures. 

These  measures  are — 

Pint.  To  abolish  credits  on  import  duties. 

Secondly.  To  impose  a  restrietiTe  duty  on  sales 
at  auction. 

Thirdly.  To  alter  and  increase  the  amount  of 
duties  on  imported  goods. 

At  the  time  when  credits  on  duties  were  first 
esiaUnhed,  Uk  slate  of  our  country  was  reir  dif- 
ferent from  what  it  has  since  become.  Slowly 
recovering  from  along  and  desolating  war,  almost 
destitute  of  money  and  commercial  connexions, 
our  situation  retjnired  that  every  aid  and  encou- 
ragement should  be  afforded  to  the  first  efforts  of 
enterprise.  This  measure  was,  ihereforej  wise  and 
salutary,  and  dictated  by  the  necessitin  of  the 
times.  The  weakness  of  our  internal  resources 
produced  a  dep«ideDce  on  imposts  for  the  support 
of  Government. 

But  bow  striking  a  c<mtrast  have  we  since  pre- 
sented !  Howgreatthechange!  From  a  popula- 
tion of  three,  to  ten  millions ;  from  an  annihilated 
eommerce,  lo  one  that  s|iieB^  its  canvass  on  every 
aea ;  from  a  state  of  sgrical  tore  very  little  exceed- 
ing our  own  daily  wants,  to  a  surplu*  production 
exceeding  eighty  millions  per  annum ;  from  an 
almost  total  want  of  manufactures,  to  an  actual 
iuTcsted  mannfadtnrinff  capital  of  cotton  and  wool- 
len goods  alone  exceeding  fifty  millions  of  dollars  1 
Our  commerce  was  at  first  carried  on  by  resident 
merchants,  whose  prudence  and  experience  ro- 
stiained  importatioBs  within  due  bounds;  credits 
on  the  duties  aSorded  them,  according  to  the  in- 
tentioa  of  Congreas,  facilities  which  their  utuation 
required.  But,  for  some  years  post,  and  especially 
since  the  universal  peace  ui  Europe  and  the  con- 
olnsion  of  the  late  war,  those  regular  tradcta  have 


found  themselves  suf^anted  by  foreign  merchants 
and  manu&cturers,  or  desperate  speculator^  whom 
the  credit  on  duties  has  enabled  and  induced  to 
inundate  our  markets  with  foreign  goods,  produc- 
ing the  most  pemicioos  effects  on  our  mercantile 
stability  and  the  nroeperity  of  our  manufactories. 
It  may  also  be  oere  remarked  that  theopetattbn 
of  this  credit  on  imposb  is  to  create  a  capital  for 
new  importations ;  for,  let  ui  suppose  that  four 
importations,  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  each,  be  made  in  one  year,  at  the 
average  of  twenty-five  per  cmt.  dutv,  the  sum 
of  about  one  hundred  (hoosand  dollars  is  iett 
to  trade  with  in  the  hands  of  the  importer,  with 
the  ultimate  risk  to  Qoremn»ait  of  the  loa  of  the 

The  American  roerchant  is  regulated  and  di- 
rected in  his  importations  by  his  experience  of  the 
want  and  consumption  of  the  countrv.  and  the 
prospect,of  fair  and  reasonable  profits.  The  foreign 
merchant  or  manuhcturer,  on  the  other  hand,  is 
often  impelled  by  his  necessities  to  seek  a  marxet 
for  his  goods  without  regard  to  these  ctmsidera- 
tions.  It  is  well  known,  and  we  presume  cannot 
have  escaped  the  knowledge  of  Congress,  that,  at 
all  times,  under  all  circumstances,  and  at  erery 
hazard  of  expense,  the  Qovernment,  merchants, 
and  manufiicturerB  of  Great  Britain  have  their 
views  steadily  directed  to  the  extirpation  of  every 
germ  of  manufactures  among  us.  A'credit  of 
eight,  ten,  and  twelve  months  increases  thdr 
facilities  for  carrying  into  execution  their  hostile 

These  consequences,  injurious  as  they  are,  arc 
occeeded  in  extent  by  those  which  arise  from  the 
tradeto  China  and  the  Bast  Indies;  a  trade,  in  the 
opinion  of  your  memorialists,  (a)cotirag«]  and 
unrestricted  as  it  is  at  present,)  of  the  most  ex- 
hausting and  pernicious  effects  to  the  country. 
The  long  credit  of  from  one  to  two  years  allowed 
by  law  on  duties  in  this  trade,  we  are  sincody 
persuaded  produces  the  rumous  effect  of  draining 
us  of  our  specie  J  and,  in  the  case  of  the  greater 

Ert  of  East  India  goods,  overwhelming  out  mar- 
ts with  inferior  and  worthless  fabrics,  which, 
from  their  apparent  cheapness,  meet  a  ready  sale, 
while  the  much  superior  products  of  our  own 
industry  and  skill  must  be  sacrificed  at  a  miuoDs 
loss,  or  remain  unsold  in  the  hands  of  the  maan- 
facturer. 

When  to  the  foregoing  considcTations,  impor- 
tant as  they  are  to  the  regular  msvhant  and  to  the 
infant  maaofaetures  of  our  country,  is  added  that 
of  the  losses  to  which  Government  is  necessarily 
subjected  by  failure  in  the  payment  of  the  duties, 
memorialists  humbly  apprehend  that  the  abo- 
i  of  all  credits  for  duties  on  imported  goods 
will,  at  the  same  time,  protect  the  manufactures, 
commerce,  and  the  revenue  of  the  United  States. 

Your  memorialisti  would  next  call  the  attention 
of  Conf^ess  to  the  second  evil  complained  o£— 
unrestrained  sales  at  auction. 

Sales  at  auction,  we  believe,  were  originally 
authorized  by  law  for  special  purposes,  such  as  tlw 
disposal  of  damaged  goods,  the  efiecis  of  baak- 
rujMs,  or  property  under  execution,  or  sold  by  the 
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iteaetioa  of  oomf  of  Uiw  B»d  eqvitr.  Wc  beltere 
ifvrill  .bcimiiid,«a  Rpuninalioa,  that  s«di«k« 
,irei«aot,uUilwilhiaft  few  ynra  pwi, coovidoKd 
-bf  nj  eomneveiiU  tamaUy  in  Sorope  ai  fonning 
..*  ^pwt  of.  the  i«gtilar  canrae  of  bade,  bst  rather  at 
Mthociced  for  piiq»CME  jBeeofary,  indeed,  but  not 
..«t  sU  eommeiml. 

In  tkt  gtotest  oarainercJBl  and  maBnfactnriag 
iMtioa  (Gnat  Britain)  ihejr  tat,  even  at  this  day, 
-  cxbeiBdr  Umiied ;  Bonie^ioua  wed  to  IIm)  tbc  pulse 
of  the  market  on  the  nw  matenals  knpocted  for 
'.-their nuwfiictiim,  and  ocoaaioaally  usedfbr  the 
ifltle  of  colonial  ptodnce  and  Ihe  oflects  of  the  Bact 
:'Jndia Compan]'.  Inaoo(har«oiuilryharetbeytE- 
"■amedtheBtmeimportance.aa  among  n>.  InHie 
extent  to  which  they  have  now  arrived  here,  they 
iU9  SKtlly  injurious,  not  oalr  to  the  Sui  and  leg-r 
.Hlar  trader,  hut  to  the  cammuaity  at  large. 

'  laage  «naaBties  of  Eilk,  iTFooUen,  Qotton,  and 
,tHtba  soodB,  are  nanu&ottired  in  fiur^and  the 
ibat  fadius  uprcoily  for.aaJe  at  Buoiion  in  the 
1  UmUti  Stale*.  Thtae  goodt  aro  of  lew  than  the 
HMml  iflogth,.deficioat  in  brntith,  orof  fiinuy  tex' 
<nEe>-4a  ohnrt,  in  «Tery  veapeot  inferior  lo  the 
iMods  they  ate  intended -Jo  reprennt;  yet  so  well 
j«re«Md,  and  in  other  jMnaeta  bo  highly  fiDJobedto 
tiw  eye,  that, they  geMPUlyesoftpedetaQliiHi.  until 
Ttitey  reach  the  eonauMr,  who  too>late:di»coTera 
.their  inferiority.  .For  nicb  haoefiiteics  have  the 
'])eonle  of  these  8  Wes,  for  yean  past,  been  UKwhi- 
.bnuy  taxed,  to  ttte  |p«at  injury  of  our  own  hard- 

To  give  an  example  of  the  enormoua  eaWat  of 
thisbuainoe.'Whiehnffiiirdi  fooh  faciUtiM  to  the 
A>rei^  manufiuittuei  Sat  piaetiaing  inpoaition  oo 
oar  cuJMia,  we  wfll initanoe  the  amountdf  mica 
■  of  fanrign  gooda  atawtioii, in  the  single eity  of 
ISear  Yorir,  in  qne.jrear. 

FmiQ  the  best.evidenoe  ihe^oase  affocda,  (^1 
.is,  the  retnnis«f  the  MKtieB«en  diemadns,)  they 
.amounted,  in  the  year  iSlS,  to  the  nradieioKa  stun 
:.afifoaKteeai)uUioaaflf  doUars.  ^iudgiDgiiomtliis 
-■peeimen,  it.will  not  .be  uDieawnaue  tocoaolode 
that,  in  the  United  States  ooUeolinly,  foreign 
.osecehandiwto  the  amount  of  atleaat  uurtynm-^ 
lions  of  doUaiB  is  annually  Bold  in  this.pemiiiiaan 
mode  i  a  most  alacmiug  woof  (hat  a  very  scdons 
pottion  of  the  Hade  of  the  .natioo  Aowi.in  this 
-chaanel.  And  yotir  memorialists  are  sfttiificd, 
from  past  experience,  that  the  sales  at  anolion  of 
domestic  goods  are  as  deletetions  in  their  oonse- 
-quaeet  as  ihoie  of  foreign .  merchaadJM  j  iau- 
maohaa  the^  tend  to.»couiage  (hemaontaclare 
.of  inferior  Abries,  and  Iheteihy  injure  the  teputa- 
ticnof  AmericaniabricageneiaUy;  and, aleo, thai 
the  sales  of  imitationa,  made  in  fonign.  coonttiee 
-withaniale^  todispooeof  them  at  auction,  [ctH 
-dace  the  same  iojarions  eSeeta.  Your  memooal- 
isU  are  fidly  caavmeedjof  iheneceatily  of  imsoiiiig 
some  lestraiat  on  this  tremeDdona  enj;ine.m^  com- 
macial  mgnopoly.  For  this  porpoae,  thf^  iBspeet-l 
fully  propose  that  a  duty  of  ten  per  cent  be  im- 
poaed  on  all  foreign  and  domortic  goods  aold  at 
anetion,  except  househ^d  fnmitnre,  facmingalock. 
and  ntenails,  the  effects  of  bankrupts,  or  goods  said 
uader  execution,  or  ctherwdse,  ny  direoti<n  of 


courts  of  law  or  eqoily.    Tfc»»^ 

a  gieU  'degree  diminish,  if  sot 

(his  great  and  growing  evil,  hy  ueHrovuc  «r  «( 

iee«t  greatly  iessemng  the  dnnpialiMi  of  pnib. 

Your  mea>ortaJiBtB,Aaal|y,  submit  «>  the  onwd- 
etation  of  Coj^reeathe  aeeeesity  of «  fwtbec  nwd- 
j^lion  and  mcrmee  of  the  prefeoi  duties,  and 
lespeetfuUy  spigaft.die  foUoiwiiigAllLvWions  en 
the  exialioe  .tana: 

That,  in  lieu  of  At  ^leeeM  duiieHadWy  of  MP 
cents  per  square  iifiui  be  laid  on  all  ooUon  i«ad 
linen  goods,. ciIihu or  «n»lamied, haring  baalbNin 
seventy  ihreadsM  the  sware  ineibi  including- wuj 
and  filling;  fourtewceats  per  squaie  jtnrd.aa.Ml 
baviQK  oDove  sereMy  and  under  one  ^undnid 
tbreada  to  the  aquare  in<:^,  incJIiudiiBg  -warp  and 
filling;  of  ejgjhteen  cents  pec  square  yard  on  a^ 
having  above  one  hundred  and  mm  ibu  «ott  hup- 
drad  and  thirty  threads  to  (be  ei         -     ■    -     >   ■ 


npwaidej  etod  that  twenty  percwi.heia]._.„_  .. 
the  above  duties  on  all  prmted,  stained, :dy4d,^c(d- 
ored. or  woAed  coOonand lm«t goods. 

Tiwtadutvof  tbiftyrfire  per  .cent.  adiMjocna, 
be  laid  «n  .all  goads  made  wholly  or  in  p«rt.4>' 
wool. 

That  Ihe  duty;  m  «*ery  ^iB«k  of  eijifc  goads,  i0i«f 
goods  made.wnolly  or  in  partiof  aiik,  (mwi^g  a^ 
asocMed,)  be  raised  to  ififty  parDeat. 

That  all  kinds  of  &bR«|i«o«.oliMnri»e<maae> 
rated,  and  of  less  value  than  jflyeeBtt  per  aqoare 

C',  made  twhaUy  or  in  part  «C  f^  ««itgii,  iwool, 
p,  flax,  or  nay  olher  awtetial,  be  mwMted, 
and  pay  the  same  duty  as  if  of  the  value  of  ^Bsf 

That  an  extra  duty  he  eoUaeled  on  all  nMta 
•adimwckaidisei,  on  wbioh  a  bimaiyhasAKen 
tUoFed  by  any  foreign  na(tion,cquBi  in  anHHello 
the  ralue  of  said  boiuAiy. 

That  fowfn  ««t|oDi:BQd  ev:ery.d£aoiipl*en  of 
goods  jMtde.whoUy.w  in  part  of  foreign  «oitM», 
hejrDhibited. 

thm  a  4aiy  be  laid  ,on  in>o,  in  bars  «r  hoUs. 

iBubc^ated. without  wiling,  of  pneddUar.aad 

eptyrfive  eents  per  <LWt;  oo  iron,  in  bars  a«d 


1  sheets,  'rods,  or  hoops,  &«r 
□  pigs,  seventy-five  cei^ 


in  the  Uu^  requisite  for  the.  proteo^n  t 
btaochea  now  languiahtog,  lire  >eg  leave  k 
mend  to  your  porttcnUr'aWntian,  among 
thefflUowiog: 

Otoffi-osiipens,  oorks,  map,  pBWU,aBd  edm 
l>ui>eriJ|pinpowder,j«nnlrj,  cutlery,  jiMtedi^areoi 
all  luMs,  coaeh  aad  ihamess  futmUuie,  pntadla 
•hoes,  hats,  oape,  bcaneo,  buttons,  fire  and  aide 
urns,  cbina  and  earthenware,  iprioled  hooks,  idil 
<J  vitri*),  blue  vilriol,jaad  ohamioal  pMfAfaliou 
geaenlly,  gill  and  ji^anned  wues,  paper  haof- 
uga  xtf  every  .descripiwa,  .paiatcd  or  oil  cloib^ 


iiima,  and  steeL 

it'«f  «Twy  GOOMiMnuaa  iajaror  of 

the.pabcr.of:.ali«cdiiw.,a4*«aaM.tiro«Kfion<«>  .4o- 
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.ttomjta.prDnMHKiii  of  the  g«unu  weturaAi  tbc 
,COiwU)[,uul  the  pioleclipii  due  to  thsinuiujhc- 
itarm,iii  coaiaioa-wilh  allothercJaMttAf  wMUBtj, 

u  a  return  for  their  allegiaitce  to  thcQoveranieDt, 

ire  are  oqarjoced  that,  ibe  faroieis  «Qd  idaptera 
.jrguld  Iafg4y  participate  in  tb«  beiieSu  «f  the 
..sjrttem  we  advocate.  :Tbe,  planter  would  kave,a 
^leady  market  fcrhia^aw material, notjsubjectfo 
.JhDM4esuuctiyefluctuationB  which  JiaTe.pioduccd 

imflh  extenalTe  tuin.wiihia  .tJie  orewit  wjariwd 
.  the  fatner  nould  have, an  equally  iteadv  and  js- 
,,9CSfWAg.deni«nd  forthe. prodiictioDaof  bis  ium, 
.fmu>j  of  which, paiticitlaVlyiin  theiateriorof  the 
,MUliiry,.&Qd. in  the  Wc^teraSlueB,.wili  not  b(wr 
..(he  expense  of  tocspoiMticD  to  marluL    Tbiiad- 

Va^lfLge.  is  sq  palpable,  that  we  shall  only  refer,  in 
,fltw(rauon  of  it,  to  TaiiciiE  towns  aoa  viUagei 

t^CQjUlKHM  theUuited.fitateSiin  theaeighbcnhood 

X>i  .jrEu^falandSiand-lheir  productions  inae lOae  or 
.  two  JiuQdred  pei  ce^t.  ^  yallie,  in  (wnieqt)eiios  of 

(he  extensive  establUbment  of  nMAufacturet^  ^dj 
,^.Uieir  ,decay,  hare  fallen  bniow  Aeir  anginal 

^  {n.  luppoTi  of  cor  iecoinian4aDeas,:«oMhmil 
,10  your  .eoMiilen^ioDB  i)orn{))ir^re,yi9w  of  tjte 
,A4)W(wn  and,  Bcitish  tariff  in,a&wiailiiclea: 

Am..tmifi    er.Jmff. 
pMontJUtalMMii. 


iEnen 


'.SO 


-      16  1«H 


tiiiM«.MV3,.ud  faaaiMtB       •      BD  «fti 

^motlUa  bats  -  '  -  30  150 
ft4Qki&(ts,eotton^«ad<wocUei  BO  .Ml 
W«lcha,4c.  -  .  -  74  m 
Qooi^ir9ie»,  BttdrEunshan- 

dite,  jurt  eBumeraied  -  16  59} 

Oil  of  Titriol  -  ~  -  fi  laO 
Ale,  beer,  and  porter,  pettgal- 

ton,cent8  -        .        -        -      10  Vi 

Woollen  and  worsted  goods, 

pet  square  yard,  cents        -      86  765 

Yonr  memoriatists  will  only  add,  that  tb^rely 
ivilk  fbll  eonlUenee  on  your  patdotism  and  wis- 
dom for  the  -adep^n  of  such  measnres  as  will 
promote  the  best  mtaes(8«foor  common  conn  try. 
W.  PKW^AmMotf. 

Attes( :    Matbrw  Cabet,  BetrHfiry. 


PROTECTION  TO  MANDFACTDBBS. 


To  Iht  bnoniile  Ue  StnaU  md  Hmue  of  R^ramt- 
.flmt^ike  VmittdSMtt^  America  i»  Cmigrat 

.Thememorialof  the  AmerieanSocMtyof  Ihe 
«ityaf  New  York  for  4ke.«icoarageinent  of  do- 
mestic maBafaetni«Esf«q>MtfeUir'ta(<MBli:  That 
'fn«t  manohaliM  aoBcalm  it  lo  be  a  pMraloil 


«iMioa>atnaK.All  those  jnho..aM«iti«p9edJbr 
Me  pret<nt.BM  fpiwe  nd&ioof  the  naiioniihat 
some  legislative  measures  are  imperiously  naoea- 
gai]r,to,ch«ck  jUe  erils.which  haTe,Bo  deeply  af- 
Ai)M«d  every  jtart  of  the  ooutUry,  deirastatsd  its 


'TJtVt notmlfattavdiag  ihedcpee  of  embamu- 
mnnt.  dervessien.  Md  distoess,. which  is  aoroai- 
xev$Mf  felt,  .aad  the  gloomiuen  >of  the  peesent 
jpnmwot*  .of  every  fona  of  hoMsi  induatry  «Bd  «o- 
MtlffiiBe,  your  QwioiiBliets.aBe  peraaaded  ikatMich 
measures  may  be  adotiled:  by  ^MHiiOiHiiahlolMdy 
«s;wiUH£>r(£a  mwkcial  ud  pecsHneni-relkf. 

lYour  nMOMKnUials  apprehmdlhat  tbcre.is,«> 
Hitle  difference  of  Opinion  in  respect  to  the«aaan 
whieh  ba.ve,  fin  buuij  yeuuj  tneo  opentiog  to 
produce  thepnsrat  e(uis,.>as  iBB«pect  totheaa- 
tuceof  the-enilf,  the  exiMeace  of  .which,  they  .^ 
^(•Kiiand  thattheiiiinaliaaflawiMlMBih— tJif- 


ith(ise:oonoewcdt<vectircly  inuciabirt«f  a__ 
fi«lce^agae«ltHre,.jUd.  naiwfaetiiBe^Me  kit- in 
jthe  appnhtiiaioa«f.tutii  to  thcoiaU-  • 

Ji  uielt  byieroy.oae  tahe^oadlhcpawecof 

...atch^ms  -dMtnued  by  ihe.pBcifioaAioii  jrf  Sn- 
iTQpc^  orlOitante  foreign  maueta far  ihateuipias 
^uee  of  our  ooil,  of  ivchich  a  mpaabandancA  is 
jnbtwd  by  «tuy  Mher  eoUnlrr-  B«t-«*e>y  ntf e 
iis.j(iUB«d.toi^^Rapnme.oo«BciI  of  .the. nation, as 
cwnpaMtttoraMtaia.flke  acesaiTO  influx lofibr- 
«ign  pnidhHl*,ibyarlMBh  we  bxre  bean  made«o 
dUMiadent  upon  tnoaatlairiio  nurtets ;  ihaye  in- 
clined an  aMmPUaJwlaKOc  of  trade  against  Jis; 
hare  bncB  diaiaed  of  our  lyccie,  derawgtd-  in  tmt 
'6QaDMa)«<ba«iad,  and  brought  to  the  near  pea»- 
ppct.<lf  guwral  imporcfishmeu. 

:Theieplonble.edAci>ofthiB«iQnrireimpeata- 
tionofXonignjncrcluAdiseaMJO.Mlpablejudao 
daeply  ftU,  uat  you  laemorialiata  forbear  bkdwell 
.upon  thnurand  proceed  (o,aak  thfl.atl«tti<m«f 
y.<xir  honiuahle  body  to  (boaci  aeAods  cf  itslcai«t 
whioh  thMdeoa  most  etigiUe,. and  wJuch  thoy 
faeliere  KillcoanlerTBil  tke.pnnoipal.iaeentLres 
ud  temptationB  to  tha  «nl  .n  ttvch  comiilai^ 
jOf.  And  ,ib«f  ■n.peianaded  ithat  ihe  cicdtt.At- 
Jwrcd.upoa  bends  at  the  cua(amrhoaN,'.by  faoili- 
tatiiig  tne  ^tqwratians,  and  affctfding  eapital  .(o 
^tecdatora and  alien, tnders  and  manwfcetourew, 
to  the  iw^ary  and  ruin  of  the  regular  Amariran 
men^ant ;  and  the  practice  of  lala.at  •neJion,  by 
enahliog  raeh  qiecnlators,  toukn^.  aaA  mauBfac- 
tasen,  sotx»l«.to  force  their ^pods  upon  itbe  mar- 
ket inimsdialely  afW  theijc  antval  in  the  country, 
h«t  to.  vend  ^oods  manufactured  for  that  puqiCMe, 
and  of  nch  lufiaior  jqoalily  that.no  regiUar  Ljnirate 
.ude  of  them  could  .be«fiected,  are  two  of  Ae  fdn- 
oipal  causes  of  the  exeesnre  influx,  of  foreign 
mannfaoturet.  Nor  is  theierea«on  to  hope  that 
thenviU,  of^wbidh  thBMCMMes.aiesa  pn>linc,irill 
cure  themselves.  Thestale  of  Europe  bedngcueh 
as  to  occasion  a  vast  surplus  of  manufactures,  it  is 
ineNiable  ihat  pealer  luamnsCaccrae  upon  .that 
■nrplui  if  detained  at  home,  than  is  hazarded  by 
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1  of  it  to  our  tnBrkeia.    It  c 


iDt,  with  the  fallow- 


sent  htiher  upon  foMign 
ing  adTantages : 

liL  With  the  ceitaiDiy  of  an  immMliate  ule  by 
auotioD,  upoa  condition  of  immrditte  reroittcDces; 
trbereu  ule  at  home  would  bare  bem  impncti- 
cable,  andihe  want  of  the  proceedB  would  probablf 
have  been  ruinous. 

2d.  The  benpfil  of  the  credit  upon  the  datiea, 
realized  in  the  form  of  intemt,  or  of  actire  capital. 

3d.  The  ver?  trifling  expenses  incorred  bf  the 
transaction  of  business  in  this  manner,  compared 
with  those  which  are  unavoidable  to  a  r^ulat 
mercBnlile  BrtabltsbineQt. 

4tli.  Tbe  animating  prospect  of  mterl]^  anni- 
hilating all  attempts  at  manufactoring  in  this 
country. 

ThcM  eircnmslancei,  ercn  should  every  regular 
American  importer  abandoD  his  business,  are  suf- 
ficient lo  cause  the  countrv,  for  yean  to  come,  to 
be  inoodated  and  orerwhelmed  with  the  products 
of  foreign  industry. 

In  conGmiation  of  this  statement,  your  memo- 
rialists btg  leave  lo  add,  that,  in  tte  year  1818, 
SOodH  to  the  amount  of  fourteen  milUons  of  dol- 
lan  were  sold  by  public  auction  in  this  city ;  and 
they  beliere  that  tne  whole  amount  of  such  nles 
in  the  United  States  was  not  len  than  thirty 
millions  of  dollars ;  and  that  the  amount  due  to 
the  QoTemmeni  upon  bonds,  which  was  hrid  by 
importers  as  capital  for  their  rninous  operations, 
was  not,  and  is  not  at  this  moment,  leas  than 
twentv  miUitHis  of  dollars.  But  for  this  credit 
upon  dutiex,  and  the  facilitjr  of  these  sale*  by  auc- 
tion, it  can  scarcely  be  doubled  hut  that  importa- 
tionswouJd  be  restricted  wit  bin  reasonable  bounds, 
and  would  be  governed  by  the  fair  demands  of 
regular  business.  The  evils  flofring  from  these 
two  causes  are  common  to  thetrade  with  Europe, 
and  that  with  India  and  China.  A  vast  amount 
of  the  surplus  products  of  the  two  latter  countries 
i«  annually  shipped  by  natives  and  others, 
sold  by  puUic  auction  in  our  markets,  and 
proceeds  returned  in  our  precious  metals.  The 
incitements  to  ibis  trad^  so  confessedly  ruinous  to 
this  country,  are  precisely  the  same  as  those  which 
opeiate  upon  th<  tiade  with  Europe.  The  ezisl- 
nnee  ofa  vast  suridas  of  maaufactures,  the  bounty 
sivra  on  importaitons  by  the  credit  upon  imports 
here,  the  certainty  of  immediate  sales  and  retorns, 
are  temptations  which  it  is  vain  to  hope  will  be 
resisted  or  diminished,  until  the  Legislature  shall 
interpose  its  anthorit^. 

And  your  mcnxvialists  are  convinced  that  any 
measures  which  should  go  to  remove  these  causes 
of  evil  would  not  only  preserve  the  nation  from 
further  and  more  hopeless  embanassment,  bat 
would  afibrd  material  relief  to  the  commercial, 
agricultural,  and  manufacturing  interests  of  the 
country ;  nor  can  they  imagine  any  alleviation  of 
the  present  distress,  which  shall  not  extend  to 
thcae  several  branchea  of  industry  and  Niterprise. 
They  therefore  respectfully  pray  your  honorable 
body — 

Isl.  To  abolish  ciedits  on  the  duties  aceroing 
on  impont. 


1  be       2d.  To  impose  a  duty  of  ten  tot  cent,  upon  all 

foreign  and  domestic  ^oods  sdi  t^  auction,  with 

the  exception  of  farming  stock  and  utensils,  ^oods 

sold  under  execution  or  otherwise,  by  direction  of 

inrts  of  law  or  equity. 

And  in  consideration  of  tbe  sreal  importance 
of  protecting  the  cullivBlion  oicotlon,  the  prin- 
cipal staple  of  the  country,  by  securing  to  it  ■ 
pKference  in  foreign  markets,  and  shielding  jt 
from  the  niiitous  fluctuations  incident  to  a  compe- 
tition with  the  overwhelming  quantities  and  infe- 
'  irqualilies  of  Indiaand  otherparts  of  theworld; 

also  in  consideration  of  the  greBtimportanceof 
aflbrdiog  security  and  permanency  to  the  interests 
of  the  manufactories  of  cotton,  and  especially  of 
the  coarser  fabrics,  already  established  in  this 
country,  your  memorialists  further  pray  that  Con- 
gress would  restrict  the  importation  of  cotton 
foods  to  such,  and  such  only,  as  have  been  mano- 
:actured  wholly  from  the  raw  material  grown  iii 
the  United  States,  and  to  increase  the  duties  on 
all  cottons  of  foreign  srowth. 

Your  memorialists  lorbrar  to  enter  into  any  de- 

il,  or  to  advance  any  further  argnments  in  sup- 
port of  what  they  deem  to  be  tbe  only  sound  policy 
of  tbe  QoTemment  of  tbe  Unit^  Statra;  but 
they  respectfully  beg  reference  to  two  important 
docunMnts  emanating  from  the  Government  on 
this  subject,  viz: 

IsL  The  report  of  Alexander  Hamilton,  Secre- 
tary of  the  TreasuTj,  of  Janaary,''1790. 

2d.  The  repottoftheCommitteeon  Commerce 
and  Manufacturee,  of  the  13th  of  January  and 
the  6th  oC  March,  1816 ;  which  they  trust  will 
place  this  subject  in  its  proper  point  of  view. 

And  your  memorialists  further  respectfully  pray 
that  socn  alterations,  ameadmenti,  and  incrtMe  t» 


the  tariff,  may  be  made,  as  Congre: 
dom  may  judge  best  calcnlated  to  encourage  ine 
industry  of  the  peoole,  and  secure  to  the  natjon 
the  advantage  of  tneir  enterprise  and  labor. 

W.  FEW,  PmUml. 


&E''iS,r"i«"'^- 


[Commnnlcatad  to  lb*  Hoiua,  Jinnsij  8,  IBSO.] 
To  tkt  Conffnti  o/tht  Uaittd  Stata: 

The  remonstrance  of  the  Vir^ia  Agricultural 
Society  of  Fredericksburg  against*  the  attempts 
now  making,  by  our  domestic  manufacturera  and 
their  friends,  to  increase  the  duties  upon  foreign 
goods,  wares,  and  mo^handise,  respectfully  r^re- 

Thal  it  is  the  tndispatable  right  of  ever^  free 
people  to  petition  and  remonstrate,  either  individo- 


aetually  inflicted,  bat  asainst  such  aisi 
eitbet  serMxasly  tbreatefted  or  meditated. 
That  hostility,  resulting  Gran  tn>e  repnbbean 
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principles,  to  paitial  taxation,  exclusive  privil^es,   erer  objects  of  pursuit,  each  individual  may  select 

and  monopolies  created  by  law,  was  tbe  primary    -     ■  ■       '■"  ■ .  .      .  

eaiue  of  oui  glorious  and  evei  memonble  Revo- 


That,  althoug-b  most  of  us  are  only  the  descen- 
dants of  those  patriots  wlio  achieved  tbat  Rerolu' 
tioD,  by  the  lavish  expenditure  ot  their  treaniie 
and  theii  blood,  yet  that  we  inbetit  enough  oi 
theii  spirit  to  feel  equal  aversion  to  similar  oppres- 
uons;  at  tbe  same  lime,  ne  confidently  trust  that 
neiiber  we,  nor  our  sons  after  us,  will  ever  be  found 
backward  or  reluctant  ia  oSering  n^  at  the  shrine 
of  natioual  good  and  national  happmess  any  sacri- 
fices, however  great,  which  their  promotioD  and 
preservation  ni&y  obviously  and  necessarily  re- 
quire. But  we  have  been  taught  to  believe  ibat 
a  parental  Government — a  GovernmeDt  founded 
npon  the  immutable  and  sacred  princjplesof  truth, 
justice,  and  liberty — if  ahe  requu-ed  sacrificesat  ell 
from  tnose  whom  she  is  so  solemnly  bound  to  pro- 
tect, would  make  them  such  as  should  optn.it 
equally  upon  every  member  of  the  community. 

That  we  view  with  great  concern,  both  na- 
tionally and  individually,  certaia  late  aiiempis, 
on  the  part  of  various  descriptions  of  domestic 
manufacturers,  to  induce  your  honorable  body  to 
increase  the  duties  upon  imports,  already  so  high 
as  to  amount,  upon  many  articles,  nearly  to  a 
prohibition.  The  increased  cost  upon  some  of 
these  may  truly  be  designated  a  Ux  upon  know- 
ledge, if  not  a  bounty  to  ignorance:  such,  for 
ezauaple,  as  tbe  duty  upon  books  in  foreign  lan- 
guages, and  upon  philosophical,  mathematical, 
surgical,  and  chemical  instruments. 

ThaL  although,  these  attempts  are  sustained 
under  the  plausible  pretext  of  "promoting  national 
industry,"  they  are  calculated  (we  will  not  say  in 
imign,  but  certainly  in  tffteC)  to  jiroduce  a  tax 
highly  impolitic  in  its  nature,  partial  in  its  opera- 
tion, and  oppressive  in  its  effect;  a  tax,  '    ''  "  " 


I  people,  ana  who  are  the  chief 
rs  of  all  foreign  imports. 

That  such  a  lax  would  be  a  flagrant  violation 
of  tbe  soundest  and  most  important  principles  of 
polilicat  economy,  amongst  which  we  deem  the 
following  to  be  incontrovertiUy  true ;  iha^  as  the 
ialerests  of  dealers  and  consumers  neoessarily  con- 
flict with  each  other,  the  first  always  aioung  to 
aoTToa,  whilst  the  latter,  who  form  tbe  majority 
of  every  nation,  as  constantly  endeavor  to  tviargt 
competition  ;  bv  which  enlargement  alone  extrava- 
gant prices  ana  exorbitant  profits  are  prevented,  it 
u  the  duty  of  every  wise  and  just  aovemment  to  te- 
GUre  the  consumers  against  Doth  exorbitant  (irofits 
and  extravagant  prices,  by  leaving  competition  as 
free  and  open  as  possible. 

That  in  this  way  alone  can  the  ben^is  of  good 
government  beeqiulizL'd  among  thevariousordera 
and  classes  of  society,  the  prosperity  and  happi- 
ness of  which  depend  not  upon  iiomunities,  privj- 
|[q;es,  and  monopolies  granted  to  one  class  or  order 
at  tbe  expense  oi  another,  but  upon  the  unfettned 
exercise  of  talent,  skiU,  and  industry,  directed  and 
employed  in  whatever  manner,  and  upoii  wbaiso- 


incoropalible  with  tbe  public  good  ; 
your  own  rights  as  not  to  injure  the  rights 
of  others',  is  not  less  tbe  dictate  of  common  sense 
and  common  honesty  than  it  is  a  cardinal  maxim 
of  all  It^  ti  mate  govern  men  L 

That  uational  industry  is  best  promoted  by 
leaving  ever;/  member  of  society  ft^e  to  apply  his 
labor  and  his  knowledge  according  to  his  own 
:hoice,  exempt  from  all  restraints  but  such  as  the 
lubiic  Kood  requires,  and  burdened  with  no  tax 
lut  such  aa  shall  be  both  impartial,  and  as  mod- 
erate OS  the  exi^ncies  of  the  Stale  will  permit. 

That,  according  to  the  natural  progress  of  so- 
ciety in  every  country  favorably  situated  for  agri- 
culture, the  class  of  manufacturers  is  the  last  to 
spring  up;  but  that  it  will  necenarlly  do  so,  as 
soon  as  either  the  natural  or  artificial  wants  of  the 
people  create  a  demand  for  their  labors. 

That  any  legislative  interference  to  force  either 
this  or  any  other  class  into  existence  by  the  strong 
arm  of  power,  exercised  in  levying  taxes  to  support 
the  forced  class,  contrary  to  ihe  wishes  and  inter- 
ests of  the  oibei  members  of  the  community,  is 
not  only  bed  policv,  but  oppression ;  because  taxes 
of  any  kind,  to  be  rightlully  levied,  should  be 
equal,  sod  should  be  imposed,  not  for  the  emolu- 
ment of  any  one  portion  of  society  at  the  expense 
of  the  rest,  but  for  the  support  of  Government 

Tbat  either  (o  exclude  foreign  nuDufaoturea,  or 
to  tax  them  very  heavily,  under  a  notion  of  im- 
proving those  of  domestic  fabric,  lessens  the  profits 
of  agriculture;  diminishes  the  public  revenue, 
either  by  augmenting  the  nnmber  of  smugglns, 
or  by  enabling  tbe  domesiic  manufacturer  to  pocket 
that  sum  which  otherwise  would  go  into  the  pub- 
lic treasury,  under  ihe  form  of  an  import  doty: 
and  at  the  same  time  secure*  to  him  tbe  power  of 
practising  upon  the  community  the  double  impo- 
siiion  of  deteriorating  his  goods,  and  selling  them 
at  a  higher  price ;  because  that  competition  which 
coDiititutes  the  only  security  for  skill,  industry,  aud 
moderate  prices,  is  either  entirely  removed,  or  so 
limited  as  not  to  be  felt. 

"  That  all  free  trade,  of  whatever  description, 
must  be  a  mutual  benefit  to  tbe  paities  engaged  in 
it,"  notwithstanding  the  profits  arising  therefrom 
may  be  nomewhat  unequally  divided ;  because  by 
free  trade  alone  can  supply  and  demand  (the  two 
circumstances  upon  which  trade  of  every  kind 
depends  )  be  kept  nearly  equal  to  each  other- 

"  That,  instead  of  struggling  aaainst  the  dictates 
of  reason  and  nature,  and  madly  attempting  to 
produce  every  Ihiog  at  home,  countries  should 
study  to  direct  their  labors  to  those  departments 
of  industry  for  which  their  situation  and  circom- 
siances  are  best  adapted." 

"  That  the  uw  of  capi  tal  should  be  lef^  as  much 
as  possible,  to  the  care  of  those  to  whom  it  be- 
longs ;  because  they  will  be  most  li  kely  to  discover 
in  what  line  it  can  be  employed  to  the  greatest 
advantage." 

And  that  the  best  regulated  and  happiest  con- 
ihose  tritmln  all  the  various  trades, 
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AlVfiimiX; 


Pa^mtnt  of  DuHa  ia  Cath. 


pMftttioBS,  and  ciffinga,  enjoy  eqnal  rij^b,  aod 
cMl»il»t«  eqoatly  (o  the  occeMarymppoH  of  their 
ctmtnou  OoTernmeDt ;  but  that  if  stijr  one  shotrid 
be'tboo^ht  to-hDTemperiorclaiiiu  to  ibe  fosteriag 
ctreof  the  Nstion&l  LunlKtdre.  it  should  be  "the 
tUeni^iheMtth — thetoUniflin-lieadof  all  wraith, 
of  all  power,  and  of  all  prmperiiy." 

The  saneioaa  and  patriotic  Franklin  has  said 
{and  we  believe  he  never  uttered  a  better  or  wiser 
remark)  "that  most  of  the  statutes  or  acts,  edicts 
arrets,  and  ptaoards,  of  parliametit?,  priDcei,  ana 
Stales,  for  regulating,  direetittg,  or  resiraintng 
tr«^  harv,  we  thinli,  been  either  political  blun- 
ders, or  jobs  obtained  by  artful  men  for  priTste 
adraoaige,  under  pretence  of  public  gooil." 

Your  petitjonere  hare  thus  freely,  but  rfspect- 
tMf,  endeavored  to  represent  to  your  bonorftble 
bB4y  tbeif  vteirs  of  a  policy  which  you  art  so  itn- 
pwfumtbly  ni>^  to  adopt,  but  upon  which  -Wt 
ahould  have  wud  nothiug,  havrng  due  conSdence 
bHft-in  yo«f  irtllfKgacM  and  ability  lik  protect  the 
gPArlAB^eA iiit«rat8  of  our  countrY,  had  we'not 
Mtn:  an>Rl>«>uiTe  thai  silence  Tnigfat  possibly  be 


efeMUottMuly  and  powerfolly  assailed.  To  guard 
uaiaMibepomlhl[ityoftDisapprehen9ioD,weiake 
tEtooecaikm  to  say,  that  we  are  iDcajHibte  of  feel- 
i^  ny  ttaog  like  emnity  towards  either  Dja!ini> 
ftMUMTs  or  any  other  usefil!  description  of  our 
fellow-cicizeos,  but  heartily  wish  them  alt  the  suc- 
c<w(o  which  their  skill  and  induslrymay  entitle 
thAn,  in  whatMCver  way  aptdied)  provided,  al- 
myK,  that' such  application  be  not  made  at  onr 
riat,  and  centioned  at  onr  cost.  We  will  go  fur- 
ttar,  aml^edge  oorsrires  to  prefer  whatever  they 
mif  man  Ufa  More,  at  any  time  that  they  will  make 
Ibe'prtM-aad  the  qmlrtT  the  same  with  thequality 
audi  priM  of  airailBr  articles  of  foreign  fabric.  To 
give  more  for  aVf  article  simply  because  it  is  made 
BtbMmft  mar  soft  the  fedhigs  of  polftieal  entho- 
tlMHi  bm  it  can  Deter  promote  Ibe  interestseither 
of)  indWMsab  or  of  nations.  To  buv  as  cheap  as 
ymt'Can,  nonattet  where;  and  to  sdl  as  dear,  is 
tifii  muim  which  should  regulate  the  commerce 
of  both ;  for  if  competition  be  left  fVee;  neilber  can 
lM!«lorbifaat  in  their  demands.  We  ask  no  tas 
t^MnUBUfltetilKfl  for  our  benefit;  neiftter  dowv 
dMire  awytMiftor  Oonrameat  to  enable  US'  to 
cillNwetlKfeeu  as  prtfRtirtily  as  we  could  wish, 
b«'ttf  leWwuB  fT«e,  so  far  aa  it  depends  on  thtm, 
td^eany  onr  prodUets  to  the  best  market  we  on 
find,  aOdtopttrftlMewtat  we  Want  in  retimi,  on 
tlH'WMterths  wecan,  either  at  home  or  abt-oad. 
Wfe  wffl'  erer  support  the  Government  of  our 
clmcein  eH  just  and  rightfel  un<lertahing:<,  both 
WithOurforiUnesand  ourtives;  butwew^lnever 
Tohntarily  contribtrie  to  maintain  either  mann- 
factnrers,  or  any  other  class  of  citizens,  by  the 
paymmt  of  unequal  and  partial  laxeK,  by  award- 
ing'to  them  exclusive  privilege!,  or  by  suHtaining 
iheil)  in  the  enjoyment  of  oppressive  monopolies, 
whleh  are  ullraiaielyto  grind  both  us  and  onr 
children  after  tia  "into  dust  and  ashes." 
AU'wfalcli  is  ropectfoDr  submitted. 

MBi  M.  OARNRTT,  Frut:- 


PAYMENT  or  DUTIES  IN  CASH. 

[Comnnnieatad  to  tba  Hooia,  January  fi,  18S0.] 

To  the  hemrtiik  Ike  StMU  anH  Hgmi  of  JtcJaM- 

tmUlitm  of  tht  UtUM  atatti  of  AtutHMut  CoH^ 

The  memorial  and  petition  of  the  undersigned, 
memhants  aad  crlizens  of  Baltimore,  respectfully 
sho^eth,  >b*t  they,  with  tbeir  fellow-cititens  g«n> 
erally,  beinff  aeriouily  affected  by,  and  deeply  im- 
pTMaed  with  a  senee  of,  the  pecuniary  embarraae- 
meM  irbleh  prevails  is  every  seeti<Hi  of  tin  coun- 
try, beg  lenve  to  submit  to  the  superior  wisdom  ot 
pongrew  what  apjMurs  to  them  as-  being  among 
the  prominent  exciting  and  sustaining  rausei  M 

ley  ai^ 
would  aiard  very  considerable,  if  nofentire  relief. 


owodMoiia), 


lent  exciting  and  sostammg^  causes  of 
distms.  and  resp^etflilly  to  pe^ion  far 
tio),  witieh  th^  ai^  folly  perawidwi 


ThaverylibenA  policy  which  hailieeD  porsiK^ 
bythe  AmHioanQoremment  in  retation  XXiKom- 
menw,  and  particularly  in  regard  to  the  cdleetfM 
of  the  duties'OQ  imported  merchandEae,  appenaio 
yrar  mtnaotialisis  to  have  earned-  the  aecuttitild- ' 
tiw  of  a  slock  of  foreign  good^  not  only  in  thb  ' 
seaptitt  town*,  but  abo  ihrooghom  evwy  pan  of 
the  interior  of  our  country,  considerably  above  its' 
DecBKavy  conwnption,  oi  the  means  of  insiie- 
diat»  payment. 

The  heavy  stock*  thus  aceomulated,  appeaf,  iii 
some  meaaure,  and  in  several  descriptions  of  mer- 
chandise; to  be  kept  op  by  the  extended  credits  on 
which  tbeM  articles  may  be  obtained  in  Europe, 
but  more  particalaTly  by  the  inviting  convenience 
of  the  liberal  credits  given  by  the  Ouvenimetit 
here  for  the  payment  of  the  duties  on  importatiott, 
which  not  onif  encourages  the  American  mct- 
chanta  to  project  aseale  of  trade  fullyequal  to 
our  meane  of  remitisnee,  in  the  produce  of  onr 
lasd  and  labor,  taken  from  us  by  foreign  cotm tries, 
bat  also  boUIi  out  the  siroeger  induceineni  fcH- foi^ 
eign  houses  to-  press  into  the  conntry  large  addi- 
tional soppHea  on  their  own  account,  which,  if  it 
ever  were  desirable,  in  the  more  infhnt  state  of  the  ' 
ccrmneree  of  this  coantry;  to  eacaoraee  thte  use  bf 
fore^  capital  to  aid  the  import  trade,  vOUr  mc 
mmfaliMa  apprehend  that  the  period  nas  now ' 
arrived  which  renders  such  a  policy  rather  bd 
cvM  thtm  a  benefit.  The  wealtli'ifaus  acquire 
out  of  Affieri«an  industry  bV  transient  merchants,' 
orfurfewignaaeoBnl,  generally,  in  the  end,  leaves 
tbe«Mntry;  while,  in  the  progress  of  tHs  tta*; 
their  dperatioBB  oppress  it  with  debtj  and  create  a 
canstaat  demeaA  upon  it  for  specie.  In  the  mntt 
time  a  considerable  amount  of  American  capital, 
for  want  of  employment,  has  been  drawn  iirto 
rariouR  unnatural  channm;  among  others,  yutir 
memorialists  beg  leave  to  notice  the  fitting  out  of' 
vessels  for  the  purpose  of  prosecuting,  uoaer  for- 
eign cfrfoTs,  illicit  privateering  and  piracy,  and  for 
engaging  in  the  cruet  andi  unnamra)  traffic  to 
A^ca  for  slaves;  to  ihe  great  demoraliiiDg  ten- 
denoy  upon  the  marinmi  rf  onr  conntry,  wfio  are 
tbosemploycd  toexeeutecrimei  which  originate  fir 
ibe  aewet  forebodings  and  projects  of  others  rdM* 
tnf  among  tis>^ 
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A'l*ige  amount  of  AmerieaB  capital,  omiloTed 
brsome  of  tiie  moat  respectable  aoums  hitherto 
effgHMd  in  rtie  impOTt  trade,  baa  atm  been  forced 


in  the  variovs  leflDeniMits  wUeh  take  pltM  be- 
tween owner  and  agent,  in  r^ard  lo  tbe  origtaal 
coat  on  whtob  duties  tin  paid. 

In  addition  to  wfcit  woald  be  the  demand  for 
foreiga  raerahasdise,  under  a  wholesoitte  operation 
of  trade,  your  metnorieliBta  beg  Inre  to  sug^t 
that  importationB  of  goods,  obtamej  on  credit  in  a 
foKivn  market,  tbbs  paying  a  dnty,  on  an  extended 
credU  here,  have  been  effected  to  a  very  considers- 
YAe  extent,  with  the  exclosire  desigD  of  miniig 
foads  for  other  olnects.  Large  eonsignmenU  of 
□Krehandiae  are  also  made  by  foreign  howe*  to 
tbeir  l^enls  and  otbers  residing'  in  this  cotuOy, 
upon  the  iid»nnMlon  tden  fren  AoMricui  ordere 
Ud'CorataafiDn,  after  the  AmericoB  mwebMts 
had  given  these  orders,  to  the  full  extent  thiM  it 
waa  safe  aikd  proper  to  be  d<»ie;  andHMtiy-^Xlie 
goods,  thas  imported,  being  sirid  at  pnUic  atfCtiM 
fit  otsh,  afibid  to  tike  fore^  owner  the  nse  of 
capital  eqsal  to  the  amflant  and  cre£t  on  th* 

Voyages  have  likewise  been  ezeeated  to  and 
from  tbe  West  Indies,  fint  by  pwehturitig  a  «argo 
in  this  country  on  exietided  ct^it,  With  a  view  of 
rMlningtberetomeargo,  ineash,  brfore  the  credit 
on  tfae&stbr  the  credit  on  the  datieBWOtdd  expire. 

A  cargo  of  teas,  arriving  in  this  country,  to  a 
faVevaUe  market,  and  immediately  sold,  will  fm- 
ni^  the  means,  both  as  to  time  and  amoiiBt.  for 
a  new  voyage,  of  equal  valuej  by  the  credit  alone 
which  is  aUowed  for  the  payment  of  the  duties, 
witbont  theaid  of  an^r  other  capital.  A  cargo  of 
Woil  India  spirit,  arriving,  ana  bein^  sold,  under 
the  same  cireoButances,  will  fomisfa,  in. tike  man- 
ner, the  means  of  two  snbeequent  vonun,  the 
seeoBd'dooUe  the  atnoaat  of  tbe  first,  Wore  tbe 
exmration  of  the  credit  on  the  duties. 

Tbe  aoeommodation  of  a  long  credit,  on  the 
v«y  heavy  duties  now  payable  oo  nearly  al!  im- 
iVirted'  merchandise,  but  nure  especially  on  leas, 
fitrejgfl  spirib,  mnes,  sugars;  e«fte,  aHd  fotetgn 
nitniifiictured  goods,  bv  coostimtlng  a  considera- 
ble part  of  tbe  price  for-wMch  ibey  are  sold  in 
tbkr  raarkM,  thus  forms  a  prominebt  eonsideratioB' 
in  the«omnieroidoh}eet  of  some  merchantB^ubder 
pMiMlar  circnrastancA,  vrilhoatanyr^rd  to 
tbH'evll  eonaeqvcDees;  botk  public- Uid  private, 
lAMtalteodtbriropemtionv.  Ifthe  rate  of  duties' 
wC»i«cKased  to  douMe  tt  ' 
aUeon  tbe  ttimtetmof 
palfey  of  giving  a  long  credit  on  besry  dotiet' 
vmold  be- renttertd  stiU  moie'obriienu,  bya^reat 
enlafgeiaenl  of  nnsoond  CMBmereial  o])eTattons, 
wHh  aa  equal  inerene  <rf'«U  Iha  otber  evils  which 
attead  the  present  syalen. 

la  this  state  (}f  commereiol  existence,  yonr  me- 
movialistB  beg  leave  farmer  to  suggest  that  the 
immense  ovenAock  of  foreign  merchandise  thtn, 
in  some  messare,  forced  into  the  cmnbry,  aaoa  btr- 
comes  pressed,  from  the  saperabandano^  into  tbe 
initttot— geaeraHy  on  extended  ctedhs. 


uegkcliaglo 
lie  has  plated 


The  metchaacs  of  theinteite  are  thereby  ua^ 
Ued  to  oSfer  tbor  mercbBiidise  ob  tbe  saoietor' 
laore  alluan^  credits,  aknost  at  tbe  door  of  ervty 
coBsamer;  while  the  conauaieTs  too  oflea,  ii 
tnrn,  relaxing  in  their  industrv,  and  ueg' 
improve  the  advaaiages  which  t 
aroand  them,  coatiaae  to  sappty  tbeaiseWes  o 
of  the  foreiga  slock,  oatil  debt  and  ai^iarra«Bnaat 
bare  anaied  the  procedure;  Yoot  memorialirta 
are  avrars  that  tbe  late  excessive  and  fielittoas 
banking  t^ioratioas  contiibuted  gi^tly  lo  dehfd» 
tbe  Amencan  comtntuity}  and  that  goods  of 
dontertie  fabric,  when  oSered  in  exoMacve  qooati- 
tias,  and  on  imauderata'  credits,  woald  also  have 
a  tendeanr  to  impair  indoMfy  amoagn  tbe  co»> 
sumeta.  Bat  it  miKt  appear  eqaally  obvioaa  that 
a  fiir  demaBd  weuld-  ednlMata  mamdHtUfiag:' 
indoscrjr,  aad  that,  ia  th«'  snaw  oevnaocrweidll^ 
aa  eqaiukima  snui  soaa  take  places  Bat  Ht^ 
widediOemca  bamieaai  the  priicy  whloh  iavhai' 
the  espeiiditnia  of  wcattk,  ewn^  npoa  laanriH^' 
pmdnoM'fitHa  tha-ndasirioaa  Isbof  of  on  oiw 
caantry^  aad  Um< piotiey  wUeh  iariHa  t0'ibe>av-' 
peaditweof  th«sB«H-iTC»ltha|Mni'laxarf<e«ffifl<> 
elgn  origin,  thus  siqipoffli^  foMjotf  iadaBiry>MMl< 
itealeetiBg  dommict  your  wntMnallsis  a^mheirf 
to  w  wertby  of  a  pt«dia»  coiMidaratioa. 

FVena  tbe  praatiee  and  habil  «f  utlag- foNtgtt" 
eoods  in  Mch  atMadaaoe,  your  laeiMrlaUBU  fw^ 
tber  apprebead  titat  an  anwmrraaiable  pvejudioe 
has  been  cnactd  in  fkvor  of  them,  to  the  gt«M- 
moral  injury  of  the  Atnsrloaa  eonummiiy,  triw 
are  now  disposed  to  ooAsider  maay  of  those  arti- 
cles not  ottly  as  matHra  of  CMiTenienM  aad  com- 
fort, but  bIbo  as  tbe  test  of  irapmaoee  aaKiOg  tlMb 
fe^ow-cltizMM.  Tbe  sapensivs  wooUea;  eottoa^ 
and  liaen  fbbrics  of  Cheat  Britaiaioid  fntftod; 
tbe  costly  stts  of  Chtaa,  PHnce,  and  Italy]  tbe 
coSbe,  si^tr,  aad  teas  of  the  IndMS)  tbe  exba-ra- 
gaat  wfaM>  of  AHuMrat  te.  am,  from  an  aeqaired 
tat«^  {ffodosi&g  aTitf>t4<&staBdnd  of  publieo^i^ 
ion,  eeosidered  essential  for  the  taUe,  and  (—■•■■■ 


constitute  a  vay  c 

part  of  thar  coBsmnptioa  and  expenditure.  If  the 
amount  annually  pwd  Att  iheeMsaaiTe  pi^Ok- 
tions  of  these  luxuries  was,  only  for  a  few  yean, 
saved  to  the  country,  yoar-  atemorialists  feel  con- 
Bdent  that  the  United  States  would  be  placed,  on 
the  scale  of  indepeadciil  nrosberity^  A>V»  tM' 
rivalship  of  any  other  people;  Ml  as  ibe  natural 
consequence  of  aa  import  trade  greatly  ovenloae, 
from  the  causes  which  yoor  awmonalists  bate 
had  the  honor  to  suggest,  the  interior  of  tbe  conn- 
trv  noW-stands  lar^y  indebted  to  the  merchaniii* 
of  the  seaport  totras,  while  the  latter  are  scarcely 
less  in  debt  to  foreign  countries;  and  to  meet  tbe 
balance  of  trade  thas  created  against  us,  or,  with 
a  view  lo  new  infportations  af^  the  produce  of 
tbe  coontryis  taken  abroad  to  the  extent  of  the 
present  demand  for  it,  theyare  engaged  ia  edleet- 
mg  and  ex[iorting  a  part  of  the  snull  qaantity  of' 


,ve  been  caitied  ont  to  a  greater 
extent  but  far  the  eztenaive  sales  aad  hypotheca- 
tion of  Aaiericaa  stocks  in  Eiq(land  since  the  Isttf 
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wu,  contrilHitiiig  bitbo'to  to  keep  down  the  pre- 
mium on  exchange,  aai  retaining,  for  the  lime 
being)  the  apecie  in  the  country,  but  still  leaving 
the  nalioD,  to  an  equal  unounl,  in  debt  for  future 
Httlement. 

Your  memorialiib,  therefore,  with  a  view  to 
■ound  national  policy,  by  raiaiog  an  additional  bar- 
rier to  the  excecsiTe  importation  of  foreign  goods 
above  our  mean*  of  payment;  with  a  view  to  a 
more  equal  and  correct  payment  of  the  duties; 
with  a  view  to  check  the  inordinate  prefemce 
given  Eo  foreign  producliona,  by  bringing  those  of 
ourowa  country  m<»e  into  use ;  with  a  view  to  im- 
prove the  ctadition  of  commerce,  by  coercing  trade 
imre  into  operations  for  cash,  or  on  shorter  credits; 
with  a  view  to  Mcure  to  the  resideoE  American  mer- 
chant, and  thus  to  the  country,  the  profits  growing 
outof  American  trade ;  with  a  view  to  turn  the  bal- 
ance of  iradeasmuobas  possibleinour  favor,  and 
thereby  to  bring  back  a  portion  of  the  precious 
metals ;  and,  finally,  but  siill  with  a  view  of  ieav- 
iog  Gommetce  free,  for  the  employment  of  Ameri- 
can capital,  ia  all  articles  which  the  couniiv  may 
require,  and  can  afford  to  consume,  wbetner  as 
matiers  of  necessity,  eouvoaience,  or  objects  of 
taste  and  fauc^ — with  these  views  and  designs, 
your  memofialistt  respectfully  pray  thai  the  duties 
on  all  foreign  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  im- 
poited  into  the  United  States,  may  be  made  paya- 
ble in  caafa  J  or,  if  the  goods  are  put  into  the  pub- 
lic stores,  that  the  duties  may  be  made  to  bear  an 
interest  from  the  date  of  one  month  after  the  entry 
(^  the  vessel  in  which  they  may  be  imported. 

And,  under  the  influence  of  a  sense  of  justice, 
actuated  by  feelings  of  humanity,  and  with  a 
high  regard  for  ibe  rqNitatioa  of  their  country, 
and  particularly  ttx  the  city  in  which  they  reside, 
yoor  memorialists  further  pny  that  e&:lual  mea^ 
sures  may  be  taken  to  arrest  the  pnctiee,  which, 
it  is  i^iprehended,  still  prevails  to  a  considerible 
czUBl)of  onploying  American  vessels  and  Ameri- 
can mariners,  uad»  foreign  oolors,  in  unlawful 
privateering  and  piracy,  as  well  as  in  the  African 
skvetntde. 

WH.  PATTERSON,  owl  oAtn. 

BAi.-nM(MM,D»emhir20, 1819. 


[Commanieatsd  to  the  House,  Jsaesij  t,  ISIO.] 


The  memorial  of  the  Cbambv  of  Commerce  of  | 
the  city  of  New  York  respectfully  sfaoweth,  that 
your  memorialists  have  been  inlormed  that  pe- 
titions aie  about  to  be  laid  before  your  honoraole 
body,  from  this  city_  and  elsewhere,  praying  that  a 
law  be  passed  altering  the  system  oi  collecting  the 
revenue  in  such  manner  as  to  make  the  duties 
payable  in  cash,  in  place  of  allowing,  according 
to  the  establisheu  practice^  a  credit  on  bonds;  the 


nature  and  consequences  of  the  proposed  change, 
so  interesting  to  all  those  concerned  m  tbe  foreign 
commerce  of  the  United  Stales,  your  memorialists 
will  respectfully  attempt  to  point  out  to  the  Legis- 
lature of  their  country. 

The  present  system  of  collecting  duties  formed 
a  part  of  the  first  revenue  laws  of  the  United 
States :  it  was  proposed  thirty  years  ago  by  one  uf 
the  ablest  financiers  of  which  this  country  ca> 
boast,  was  adopted  after  the  matures!  considera- 
tion, and  has  since  been  many  times  attentively 
re-examined;  laws  and  r^ulations  to  enforce  i^ 
and  lo  preserve  the  rights  of  the  Qovernmen^ 
have  been  carefully  devised ;  and  it  may  with 
safety  be  said,  that  in  no  country  whatever  have 
the  imposts  been  collected  with  smaller  losses  or 
at  a  less  expense ;  and,  even  of  the  smaU  losses 
which  hare  accrued,  it  is  well  known  that  a  part 
has  been  owing  to  tne  want  of  vieilance  and  at- 
tention of  the  officers  intrusted  with  the  collectioB 
of  (be  duties. 

From  the  commencement  of  the  present  Gov- 
ernment, the  existing  system  of  collecting  the  du- 
ties has  confessedly  been  in  successful  operation} 
the  commerce  and  agriculture  of  the  country  iiave 
been  fostered  by  it,  and  under  its  influence  the 
United  Slates  have  advanced  to  wealth  with  a 
celerity  beyond  example,  and  have,  in  a  great  de- 
gree, by  the  activity  of  ctnnroercial  and  other  na- 
tioDsl  interests,  stimulated  and  supported  by  this 

{'udicious  system,  risen  from  a  stale  of  infant  fee- 
ileness  to  a  maturity  of  strength  and  power. 
During  this  long  period,  this  system  has  becouN 
interwoven  and  intimaieiy  connected  with  every 
interest  of  the  community ;  it  has  been  imiveisally 
acquiesced  in,  and  has  scarcely  bad  to  encoitnier 
even  a  censure ;  but  now  the  National  L^islatnr* 
are  called  upon  to  change  laws  of  acknowledged 
excellency  whose  utility  has  been  sanctioned  bf 
the  experience  of  thirty  years,  and  to  substitute 
others  altogether  new,  anu  of  uncertain  operation 
and  effect. 

Great  and  sudden  alterations  of  the  commercial 
laws  of  a  country  ought  not  to  be  made,  unless 
evils  of  magnitude  can  clearly  be  pointed  out  in 
the  existing  Taws,  or  great  benefits  can  be  proved 
to  accrue  from  the  proposed  changes.  The  rea- 
sons nt^  against  the  present  sysiem  of  coUecl- 
ing  duties  are,  that  it  tends  to  encourage  over- 
trading, and  to  inundate  ihe  country  with  foreign 
goods.  Theseare,  in  partjtfueifora  credit  on  the 
first  cost,  or  on  the  expenses  of  importing  good% 
will  increase  the  qoautity  imported,  and  of  course 
lessen  the  profits;  ihe  importer  will  sell  lower, 
and  the  consumer  buy  cheaper ;  and  as  it  operates 
by  increasing  a  competition,  the  smallest  possible 
profit  on  the  trade  will  be  charged,  and  in  many 
instances  itwill  even  be  carried  on  at  a  positive  loss. 
Bui  this  canootloQg  endure;  commerce  will  in  this 
branch,  as  in  every  other,  regulate  itself,  and  will  not 


profit  on  the  capital  employed.  Theinflux  of  goods 
mlo  (he  Unit&l  States  is,  however, attributable  to 
other  causes  j  the  great  increase  of  British  manu' 
bctures  and  the  decrease  of  their  markets  (othei 
nations  in  time  of  peace  manufacmring  for  them- 
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for  the  surplus  of  foreign  manufactured  good) 
tk)B  countrf.  But  there  is  anoiher  cause  for  ihe 
MCDmniatioii  of  foreiffa  maauf&ctares  here,  and 
one  which  nuy  fairly  t«  hailed  as  aa  evidmce  of 
remmiiiK  health  in  the  body  politic,  because  it 
proves  that  we  are  recommencing  habits  of  ecOD- 
omy  and  induEtry.  By  the  late  Tmsary  report, 
it  appears  that  the  amount  of  ^oods  imfwrted  is 
much  reduced  ;  taking  this  bet  m  eon nexion  with 
the  assertions  made  to  your  honorable  body  from 
rarious  sources,  that  we  are  deluged  with  foreign 
fabrics,  and  tlie  inference,  not  that  we  hare  im- 
ported more,  but  that  we  have  consumed  less,  is 
irreKistible. 

Another  reason  urged  a^iast  credits  on  duties 
is,  that  it  furnishes  a  capital  for  the  merchant 

?aal  to  the  whole  amount  of  duties  bonded, 
his isalso true, buttoacertainde^ee only:  solar 
■B  the  importer  of  goods  receives  back  from  Ihe 
buyer  or  consamer  the  duties  for  which  he  has 
bonded  before  the  bonds  have  been  paid,  i(  becomes 
to  him  an  additional  capital.  In  the  China  and 
India  trade,  the  capital  thus  raised  out  of  duties  is 
•ometimes  very  large,  but  in  all  theolher  branches 
of  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  United  Stales  the 
reverse  is  true ;  and  it  is  ssserted,  without  fear  of 
contradiction,  that  the  duties  are  paid  to  the  Qov- 
emment,  on  an  average,  before  they  are  received 
from  the  consumer.  Bat  in  those  cases  where  the 
duties  operate  to  increase  the  ca  pital  of  the  import- 
er, what  is  the  consequence  ?  It  may  benefit  him ; 
it  certainly  does  promote  the  interest  of  the  com- 
mnnity ;  as  the  atnonnt  of  capital  is  increased,  the 
profit  on  capital  is  diminished ;  the  merchant  gives 
more  to  the  agriculturist  for  bis  productioas,  and 
tells  him  his  snp^ies  at  a  lower  price. 

if  our  memorialists  respectfully  solicit  the  atten' 
tioa  of  Congress  to  some  of  the  consequences  of 
the  proposed  recommendation,  that  the  payment  of 
(lie  duties  on  goods  should  be  in  cash,  at  the  time 
of  their  anival. 

Snmose  such  a  law  passed  and  rigidly  carried 
into  effect :  at  any  time  when  it  commences,  the 


millions  of  dollars ;  the  amotuit  of  duties  accruing 
during  the  same  period,  and  payable  in  cash,  otay 
be  tinted  at  about  eighteen  millions  ;  the  contri- 
butions of  the  community  would  thus  be  ne«rly 
doubled,  and  the  payments  of  two  years  brought 
into  aae.  Is  any  community,  it  may  fairly  be 
taked)  able  to  bear  an  addition  to  heavy  duties  of 
ninety  per  cent  in  one  year  1  and  if  such  an  addi- 
tion could  be  collected,  the  inquiry  is  of  immense 
importance,  what  would  be  the  consequence  to  the 
oommercial,  agricultural,  and  moouficturiDg  in- 
larestsof  the  country,  of  withdrawing  u>  great  a 
proportion  of  actual  capital  from  those  pursuits, 
nnd  placing  it  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  1  It 
is  no  lets  important  to  inquire  what  would  be  the 
consequence  to  our  numerous  and  respeclaUe  Slate 
banks,  of  disturbing,  and  perhaps  withdrawing 
from  them  so  great  a  proportion  of  their  deposites, 
■ad  placing  them  in  the  vaults  of  another  moneyed 
iiutitutiooT 
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But  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  cannot  suppose, 
for  a  moment,  that  a  law  will  be  enacted  ngidly 
enfoTciog  the  payment  of  duties  in  cash  on  the 
arrival  of  the  goods,  or  that,  if  enacted,  it  conM 
possibly  be  carried  into  effect.  A  new  law  most 
provide  for  a  great  number  of  contingent  cases : 
when  goods  arrive,  some  consignees  may  be  absHil, 
some  may  be  dead,  some  have  become  bankrupt 
some  refuse  to  receive  the  consignment;  some 
parcels  of  goods  may  be  without  invoices,  othos 
damaged;  a  malignantsickness  prevailing  in  a  pent 
may  preventany  eousignee  from  enteringhis^pods. 
These  cases  will  show  the  absolute  necessity  of 
warehouses  being  provided  by  the  collectors,  to 
receive  such  goous  as  are  not  entered,  and  of  ap- 
pointing a  time  by  law  when,  if  not  entered  and 
the  duties  paid,  they  shall  be  sold.  Bo  many  ez- 
^^tions  will  become  necessary  in  the  operations 


of  the  goods,  will  really  be  for  the  collection  of 
datieji  on  goods  after  they  have  been  sttwed ;  thus, 
as  to  a  credit  on  the  duties,  the  old  and  new  sys- 
tems will  approximate — the  security  fiw  duties  on 
the  former,  bonds  with  surety,  and,  on  the  latter, 
the  goods  themselves.  If  there  is  any  adraatage 
to  the  Oovemment  iu  this  change,  it  will  be  gained 
by  the  introduction  of  serious  evils  and  disadvan- 
tages; the  charges  of  collection  wiUbeenormoQsty 
ennanced,  and  the  number  of  officers  greatly  in- 
creased. Individuals  wiU  be  subjected  to  addi- 
tional expenses,  to  new  and  vexatious  regulations 
at  the  custom-houses,  together  with  delays  in  bori- 
neto,  and  injury  to  the  goods  stored.  Althougji 
the  expense  and  inconvenience  of  storing  goods 
be  very  great,  still  the  circumstances  of  many 
merchants  would  make  it  necessary  to  submit  to 
them;  others, more  wealthy,  would  be  ablelo pay 
the  duties  on  arrival,  and  thereby  avoid  those  in- 
conveniences; in  this  class  will  be  found  the  for- 
eign  agent,  who  will  be  furnished  with  funds  by 
drawing  on  his  principal  at  home,  or  his  fooior 
here;  thus  tha  t«idency  of  the  system  will  be  to 
create  and  sustain  a  monopoly  in  the  bands  of 
foreign  and  other  capitalists,  and  to  oppreis  and 
bear  down  that  class  whose  moderate  menus  and 
fp«at  industry  strengthen  and  invigorate  ibe  bat 
interests  of  the  community. 

The  ^ect  of  the  proposed  measure  on  the  rev- 

of  the  country  cannot  fail,  in  the  opinion  of 

memorialists,  to  be  serionsly  erobarraaaang  to 


goods  until  the  duties  are  paid,  will,  it  is  ini^  be 
equal  to  an  additional  duty  of  about  five  per  cent. ; 
but  still,  a  change  from  a  system  well  understood, 
to  one  whose  operations  are  unknown  and  uncer- 
tain, will  alarm  Ihe  timid,  and  increase  the  caution 
of  the  prudent  merchant,  and,  until  all  its  eonse- 
quencesare  developed,  will  havea  tendency  greatly 
to  restrain  and  limit  the  commercial  operations  of 
the  country,  and  proportionahly  lessen  the  duties 
on  importations;  and  the  Treasury^  after  the  Srst 
year,  will  have  parted  with  a  fund  in  bonds  eqoal 
at  all  times  to  about  twenty  milliont  of  doijnr^ 
payable  within  tweire  months,  and  which  wonla 
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'  alwaffl  proTe  a  solid  resotuce  in  case  of  a  wtr 
with  &  maritime  nation. 

Your  mcinorialisU  feel  a  deep  solicitude  oo'thia 
snlgeet,  and  are  earnestly  desirous  that  the  NstioiiAl 
Li^fislature  may  see  that  the  difficulties  to  which 
dke  commace  of  this  counirr  has  been  exposed 
have  arisen  out  of  the  great  changes  which  bare 
taken  (dace  in  the  slate  of  the  world  sone  yearn 
jut,  asd  that  our  sufferings  have  been  in  common 
with  other  nations ;  that  the  erils  complained  of 
waU  naluially  regulate  tbemselresi  and  that  to 
aUempt  to  remove  them  by  changing  the  eslab- 
liahed  system  of  the  country,  and  introducing  new 
laws  f"^fc™g  duties  payable  in  cash,  will  be  equaUy 
uaavailing  and  injurious. 

The  Chamber  otT  Conunerce,  hsTiag  thus  taken 
the  libetty  retpectfnlly  to  express  tbeii  sentiments 
om  oM  gieat  mtioiutl  queatioQ,  hope  it  will  not  be 
nomaif^i  pttsumptaous  if  the^  introduce  another 
iiaitMtaiit  GHlqeet  to  the  atlention  td'  your  hoaor- 
able  boij.  Memoriab  from  this  city  and  elsc- 
wbete  wiU,  it  is  undeistood,  be  laid  before  Ctm- 
gfessj  reeommendini;  that  a  doly  of  ten  per  cenL. 
be  laid  on  aU  sales  at  auction.  This,  in  the  opin- 
iaft  of  your  manorialuts,  ia  eouiTalent  to  recora- 
ii""j™g  a  law  prohibiting  aU  sales  at  auction. 
The  jMUey  of  r«gulating,  and  the  impolicy  of  pro- 
Ubitmg  sales  at  auction,  seem  to  be  equally  clear 
ud  certain. 

A  coosidentbte  portion  of  the  goods  sold  at  auc* 
ties  in  the  United  States  are  on  account  of  for- 
•ifDen,  who  ship  them  direct  to  the  auctioneer,  or 
taacenis  who  place  them  in  his  hands;  (husavoid> 
iac  ^e  Kipetm  of  warehoosea,  stores  and  other 
parts  of  a  mercantile  eitaUisluBent,  to  which  mei- 
olwils  in  a  regular  line  of  business  are  subjected. 
So  many  goott  an  sold  at  auction  as  to  regulate 
theptioei  of  thosestdd  at  ptirate  sale,  the  importer, 
tbnefae^  who  intends  to  sell  at  private  sale,  muel 
■^  about  astowas  the  amotion  prices, and  be snb- 
wctod  to  the  usual  exposes  of  a  mooantiie  esuV 
bahraent  To  i^ace  uiese  daeses  of  merchants  on 
HUty,  a  moderate  duty  on  sales  at  auction 
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oriaiiats,  therefore,  respectfully  ncMt' 


nprevotls  :  That  your  oaemorialiats,  >iewtng  the 
success  of  American  manufactures  as  an  objed  (d 
great  natioaal  importance,  earnestly  hope  that  sticJi 
duty  may  be  imposed  upon  imported  ubric«(more 

Xially  those  of  wool  and  cotton)  as  shall  be 
^lale  to  protect  oar  own  from  a  ruinous  com- 
petition.  AS  wise  nations,  em  those  who  frwn 
selfi^  motives  would  dissuade  us  from  fallowing 
their  example,  have  strenuously  extended '  tkia 
species  of  protection  to  their  maoufactuRS. 

Most  of  yom  meanorialiats  have  no  penooal  im- 
letest  in  manufacturing  MtabUshmeati.  Th«7 
are  iofiuencad  soldy  by  a  wish  to  promote  tin 
cause  of  their  country  against  foreign  natiaos — a 
cause  in  which  are  mrolved  the  prosperity  and 
hattpintBi  of  all  the  diSerenl  sections  of  these 
United  States  in  which  thBcatWo  [dantaTsof  tba 
SoiUh,  and  still  more  obviously  the  iohahitaola  of 
the  Western  States,  6an  iheo*  remote  inlud  lit- 
uation,  and  the  liahUity  of  their  sin^a  oudet  ta 
the  ocean  to  be  abstracted,  t£  not  cloaed,  by 
hostile  aqpia^nns,  have  as  deap  aa  intarest  as  tM 


attsaiw  aod  fonaers  ot  the  Northera  aad  East* 
ern  Slates.  Our  foreign  markets  are,  and  prohaUw 
for  a  long  period  will  be,  so  limited  and  depressed, 
that  die  etportatioo  of  the  auri^iu  produce  al  our 
soil  cannot  furnish  our  fstma:,  nor  indeed  any 
conaidaaUe  resources.      Thus,  while  both  our 


agriculture  and  our  commerce  laogm^  ""^  most, 
ta  neccasitr,  turn  to  domestic  maaufaclurps  tor 
rdief.  If  AJDCrican  maoubdures  were  duly  jko* 
tected,  they  create  for  agrieijture  an  exieatare  a  lul 
penaaneat  boiae  aurkei,  which  would  powerftilly 
aid  in  removii^  the  present  aerere  ivessuie  on  our 
country ;  that  useful  branch  of  industry,  douUy 
more  valuable  than  our  f<aeiga  commerce— the 
coasting  trade— wbidi  geaarates  no  colliaon  with 
other  natioBS,  would  be  prodigiously  iacreased; 
our  seamm  be  preecived,  and  in  readioesK  to  assist 
us  in  the  exigeDcicE  of  defensive  or  iaevitaUewari 
A  deadly  uight  ought  not  to  be  thrown  upon  the 
enterprise  of  our  manufacturers,  by  the  fear  ( 


of  the < 


Their  Am- 


tnead  to  your  lH»onble  body  to  pass  a  law  laying 
a  duty  ef  two  and  a  half  per  cent- on  all  goods  sold 
at  auction  in  original  packages,  and  of  five  per 
cfBt.  en  all  other  goods  sold  at  auciioo,  with  the 
Mocptioa  of  the  prop«rty  of  baokrupla  or  insolvents 
ar-igtarrt  for  the  oenefitt^  their  creditors,  the  prop- 
elty  of  deoeaaed  persons,  goods  sold  by  process  of 
iMr,  and  goods  dtnaged  at  sea  and  told  for  the 
baim  of  the  owneiB  or  insurers.  And  your,  && 
WM.  BAYARD,  PwWmC. 
Jowc  PittTABD,  Storttary. 


PROTECTION  TO  MANUPACTUBES. 


10  the  Senate,  Jaausry  10,  1890.] 
Si  tAe  lunonAk  tilt  Stnale  and  Houtt  of  Rtpruta- 
tetiM*  of  the  VmitdSlalu  ofAmmea  in  CtngrtM 

The  memocial  of  citizens  of  Middlctown  and  ib 
Tleouty,  in  the  State  of  Connactient,  le^tectfuUy 


'oald  not  be  so  formidable  as  is  ftequenlly 
a^ebendcd ;  for  the  higher  ralcof  dntiesimMOBd 
would,  in  a  cottsidcntble  d^rce,  coontadailanoc 
I  dke  reduction  in  theqtiaatityofouraopMts.  Bv^ 
were  Iha  receipts  of  the  cuaioai-hoase  dintniabed 
more  than  we  bdiave,  the  national  debt  wndd 
only  require  a  faw  year*  more  for  ils  extinguUi- 
meat.  Th»  eoBMilerattoa  abould  not  be  aUtnrad 
to  «qMMC  multindes  of  onr  Mlowhcitizena  to  nuB' 
ons  apaeulalioB, «  Inactittily,  or  labor  ftr  a  hare 
peounwia  sobsuMnc^— the  aura  consequences  of 
the  peoelration  of  American  mannbetnies  at  tbi* 
period. 

Natioita,  like  individuals,  most  become  poor  and 
dependent  when  tAey  habitwiUy  purchase  to  an 
tUBOunt  larger  than  the  product  of  their  labor. 
Such  a  state  of  thioga,  unfortunately  exbting  now 
amongua,  will  soon  ^easiujntiouB  to  momlaasto 
property.  If  long  continued,  not  only  moral  bat 
political  virtue  would  be  utincl,  and  patriatina  a 
word  of  derision  er  reproaeit.  Indolence,  Ae  pa- 
rent of  vice,  would  combine  with  artificial  wania 
to  enervate ;  the  luxury  and  domineering  influeaoa 
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«f  a  finr  ricti  men,  acting  npon  the  poverty  of  the 
noHs  of  oar  citizen*,  Tontd  comipi;  and  the  ne- 
glect of  national  iDdostry  by  tne  Gov^ntment 
wouM  elieoate  the  people  from  oar  inestimable  po- 
litical inUitntioDi.  It  diould  never  be  fMgotten 
th>t,iDthehaarof  danger,BmfereIiBDee  eannoi  be 
fdaced  on  the  mere  love  M'oBlire  soil.  The  peter- 
B«l  encoongtmeni  of  ail  the  Tsrioiu  ctaases,  and 
lot  all  the  mefut  occupations  in  the  commuaity,  is 
wqueite  lo  secure  the  lie  which  binds  the  people 
to  iheit  Oorerament.  ETcrywhere,  and  panicn- 
tnly  in  a  confederation  of  Stales  like  ours,  mntnat 
Intraett  it  the  most  indisMilDble  bond  of  union. 
Sfaould  our  artisans  be  treated  with  c^d  neglect, 
wbile  tfiose  nndei  monarobies  are  warmly  chor- 
ished,  Mrong  prajodicee  might  be  excited  agaiiiBt 
oar  Ooraisnnent  and  our  cotmtry. 

Agrieuttare  alone  cannot  fiimish  all  the  n»:e»- 
iariesand  eoBVenieneesof  life.  Asam;  iadepen- 
teoAf  of  those  engaged  in  the  indispensable  tae- 
tkmic  «tt9,  a  large  portion  of  our  people  cannot 
be  omilloyed  bj  cultivators  of  the  soil.  Women, 
childicn,  and  also  maov  of  our  men,  areinoapaUe 
of  tflliog  the  gKitiBd,  ajthough  Ihey  might  be  use- 
ftftty  aapltnta  m  several  departmraM  of  maQa- 
faetures.  And  if  they  were  capable,  where  should 
we  tni  a  market  for  the  irmnense  surt^ua  of  oor 
(^rrteoltnral  woduetsi  We  might  have  a  useless 
soperflniiy  of  provisioDs,  bat  we  should  be  deeply 
in  debt  for  our  clothing  and  other  necessary  arti- 
cles. Il  is  evident  that  a  plan  of  general  hnabaa- 
dry  would,  in  the  present  shuaiion  of  the  United 
States,  if  put  in  execution,  be  so  proGiable  as  to 
produce  a  most  pernicious  relaxation  of  national 
iBdtutry ;  because  the  supply  of  commodities  is  al- 
ways proportionate  to  the  demand  occsuoned  by 
tfaittr  consumpiion,  and  becaase  the  demand  for  our 
sgricvtniral  commodities  abroad  being  only  to  a  i 
smin  aatoiint,  agricultsre  most  look  for  its  princi-  I 
{|41  market  at  home;  and,  consequently,  for  an  ex- 
ttama  at  that  market,  il  most  rely  cniefly  upon 
the  encouragement  of  Amraioan  manufactures. 

Adequate  pnMecting  duties,  at  this  juncture, 
would  soon  create  or  revive  snch  a  number  of 
mmulhetaring  eataUubments  in  this  country,  that 
ae  loM  their  rivalry  wotild  probably  reduce  the 
prioffcn  their  fabriea  below  the  present  standard  of 
thoae  imported.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  if  we  now 
petnlt  OUT  mannAcloTies  to  be  prostrated  by  ne- 
gleet,  we  akall  be  compelled  to  pnrchase  from  Eu- 
ropean workshops  at  an  exorbitaat  advance,  and 
thus  rehnbarse,  with  excessive  urnry,  the  losses 
Aey  had  previously  sustained.  In  vain  we  might 
tbeff  threaten  Europe  with  competition ;  she  would 
jsdge  of  Ibe  fotnre  from  the  past,  and  our  menaces 
Wootd  be  despised.  Indeed,  the  mmilderiog  ruins 
of  our  deserted  manufactories  would  deter  us  from 
the  attempt  to  execute  our  threats.  Wc  should 
dr««d  lest  the  reluctant  patronage  of  onr  Qovem- 
M«it  might  be  suddenly  withdrawn,  and  we  be 
again  exposed  to  those  machinsiions  which  for- 
etgn  merchants  and  manufaeturen  are  now  prac- 
tising with  mccess. 

There  are  several  febrics  which,  possibly,  for  a 
txmsidaable  period,  cannot  be  advantagieously 
mde  in  tbe  United  Sutea.   The  importation  and 


merchants,  imd  would  be  to  an  amount  fullv  eqni- 
to  this  country's  capacity  of  payment.  But  we 
now  pay  vast  sums  to  other  nations  for  vatiotts 
articles,  which,  with  proper  «)Couragement.  m 
might  soon  imrice  nearly,  perfaapc  quite,  as  elieap 
ourselves.  We  are  willmg  tributaries  to  BuroM 
and  to  Asia.  What  is  the  coasequence?  The 
precious  metals  have  nearly  disappeiucd,  and  our 
circolatit^  medium  of  trade  is  a  peearious  paper 
currency.  For  the  discharge  of  the  enonaotD 
vearly  accumulsting  balances  we  owe  abroatl,  m 
have  remitted  largu  quantities  of  our  bank  abxk, 
and  even  of  the  evidence  of  the  debt  coatiaetefl 
by  our  Government  with  its  citizens.  We  are 
thus  placing  not  only  our  -property,  but  even  toe 
credit  of  our  country,  in  the  power  of  foreign  na- 
lioDs.  It  b  to  be  feared  that  We  are  rapidly  ap- 
proaching a  crisis  not  lesB  perilous  than  degrading. 

A  complaint  is  som^imea  heard  that  Amerietttt 
fabrics  were  sold  at  bigb  ^ices  daring  t be  receat 
war  with  Britain.  To  this  we  answer,  thai,  set- 
ting aside  all  the  difllcnttiee  inseperable  fromneW 
establishments,  those  prices  wwc  not  higher  thn 
we  paid  for  imported  fabrics  of  the  same  quali^; 
Md  aUo,  that  the  competition  of  American  fabrics 
^evented  much  <^  tluit  extortion  to  which,  belt 
tor  tbem,  we  must  have  been  luhjected.  Besides, 
why  censure  the  manafacturs'  for  obtaining  the 
market  price  for  hb  commodities,  any  more  tbao 
the  mercbaat,  planter,  and  fiirmer  for  obtaining  it 
(i>r  theirs  1 

In  case  of  war  with  any  great  Power,  ibe  ae- 
cessityof  our  possessing  manufactories,  ;»rticultr- 
ly  those  for  arms  and  clothing,  is  so  oovions  as  to 
render  comment  tiseless.  Bat  these  eataUi^menlS 
Dinst  be  previously  protected  and  mattired  by  Gov- 
ernment in  times  of  peace,  before  the  emei^ncy 
which  demands  them  actually  arrives. 

Had  not  heavy  dutlee  been  imposed  to  eucouiage 
our  fabrics  of  leather,  fur,  woM,  iron,  Ac,  there 
would  have  been  very  few  of  those  numerous  and 
useful  classes  of  artisans  who  are 'at  present  «!• 
gaged  in  manufacturing  these  articles  in  this 
country.  Prodigious  sums  would  have  been  ex- 
pended abroad  which  now  cireulale  at  home,  en- 
ricbiag  large  bodies  of  industrious,  valuable  citi- 
zens, who  contribute  essentially  to  the  support  of 
many  others,  as  well  as  to  the  general  wealdt  and 
happiness  of^  the  community.  Proper  encourage- 
ment would  give  as  powerful  a  stimulus  to  sevtnl 
other  brancbM  of  our  manufactures.  We  might 
then  have  a  respectable  home  market  and  home 
trade,  which,  as  they  would  not  be  endangered  by 
the  frequent  political  and  comnMreial  HuetuationH 
of  other  countries,  would,  from  their  seeurity, 
their  permanence,  and  their  amalgamation  of  the 
interests  of  different  parts  of  the  United  State^ 
be  of  immense  importance  in  a  national  point  of 
view.  This  opinion  is  corroborated  by  our  rapidly 
increasing  population,  which,  in  conjunction  with 
the  progress  of  our  new  settlements,  has  a  tenden- 
cy 10  incalculably  augment  the  products  of  our 
soil,  and,  of  course,  to  render  an  extensive  and 
permanent  home  market  indispensable. 

Habitations,  food,  and  clothing,  are  the  primary 
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Bllaral  wanU  of  numleiDd.  No  nation  can  be 
durably  powerful  that  doei  not  itself  furoUh  them 
all,  without  recourse  to  others.  We  cannot  be 
really  iDdepeodent  until  we  make  our  own  neces- 
■ary  clothing ;  and  the  prosecution  of  this  object 
U  also  closely  connected  with  the  adTancement  of 
national  morality  and  induatry.  In  proof  of  this 
as&ertion.  we  refer  to  Portugal  and  Sjwin.  All 
the  Soutn  American  gold  and  Eilver  mines  of  the 
one,  and  the  Bnuilian  diamoods  of  the  other,  have 
weighed  lightly  in  the  scale  against  the.  ruiu  of 
their  manufactures.  The  effect  produced  on  Por- 
tugal by  the  Methuen  British  Treaty,  that  abro- 
gated the  heavy  duties  ooee  laid  on  Britisli  fabncs. 
J  laces  this  subject  in  the  clearest  light  of  moral 
em  onst  ration. 

An  evil  of  great  moment^^one,  of  whoie  extent 
few  appear  to  be  aware — results  from  the  unpro- 
tected slate  of  American  manuractures,  and  the 
consequent  ioSux  of  foreign  woollen  and  cotton 
^brics.  This  evil  is  the  alarming  diminution  of 
our  bousehoLd  manufactures,  by  which  very  many 
ftmiliei  formerly  supplied  themselves  with  the 
priacinal  articles  of  their  clothing.  These  were 
T«y  aurable;  they  were  chiefly  made  by  women 
and  children  at  leisure  hours,  when  their  lime  would 
have  been  otherwise  unproductive.  Such  occu- 
pations wonderfully  promoted  habits  of  iiodustnr 
and  frugality.  But,  unfortunately,  imported  wool- 
len and  ciittoD  fabricr,  tlimsy  in  their  texture,  but 
handsomely  finished,  are  sold  ostensibly  so  cneap 


beneficial  system  of  household  roanufactuiing,  and 
are  now  becoming  embarrassed  by  contracting 
debts  for  what  they  could  have  made  better  ana 
cheaper  for  themseli 


Your  memorialists  would  here  suggest  theeipe- 
f  imposing  fucfa  a  per  eentnge  upon  sues 

in  of  woolen  and  cotton  gooas,and  of  any 


diency  of  imposing  tacb  a  per  eentnge  upon 
at  auction  of  woolen  and  cotton  gooas,ando( 
other  fabrics  that  in  vour  judgment  ought  also 
be  included,  (with  the  exception  of  properly  of 
this  description  belonging  to  bankrupts'  estates,  to 
deceased  persons,  or  which  is  sold  by  execution,) 
as  may  in  future  prevent  the  severe  injuries  arising 
to  the  regular,  fair  American  dealer,  as  well  as  to 
the  American  manufacturer,  from  the  various  arti- 
fices which  are  successfully  practised  through  the 
medium  of  auctions. 

Yuur  memorialists  conclude  by  respectfully  re- 

Siating  their  earnest  request  that  the  honorable 
oogrcss  of  the  United  States,  who  are  the  guar- 
dians of  the  nation's  welfare,  will  subject  imported 
fabrics — more  especially  those  of  cotton  and  wool 
— to  such  duties  as  shall  secure  to  American  man- 
sJactures  that  protection  which  the  interests  and 
fc«I  independence  of  our  country  seem  imperatively 
to  require. 


PROTECTION  TO  MANUFACTtmBB. 

[Communiestnl  to  tb«  Senate,  January  17,  IS30.] 

To  Iht  Smale  and  H-niu  of  Bepmeatatita  e/  tht 

United  Slala  in  Cutigrtu  auembled.- 

The  memorial  of  the  subscribers,  citizens  of 

PennsylvBoia,reepectrullyEhoweth;  TImi  the  pol- 


icy hitherto  pursued  in  this  country,  which  has 
expcMed  most  of  our  manufacturers,  whose  pro- 
ductions are  excluded  from  oearly  all  the  roarkels 
in  Europe,  to  an  unavailing  struggle  with  Uie 
manulacturers  of  all  that  nuacter  of  the  world, 
and  likewise  of  Hindostao,  has  been  the  prindpal 
cause  of  the  present  calamitous  state  of  afiairs, 
whereby  industry,  the  source  and  parent  of  the 

Kver,  prosperity,  and  happiness  of  nations,  has 
n  paralyzed  ;  the  wealth  of  our  country,  which 
ought  to  invigorate  its  agriculture,  manufactitrea, 
Irule,  and  commerce^  been  drained  to  foster  the 
industry  and  support  the  governments  of  foreign 
nations ;  a  cotisiderabte  portion  of  our  farmers, 
manufacturers,  merchants,  and  traders,  reducea 
to,  and  others  tottering  on  the  verge  of,  bankrupt- 
cy ;  wberebv,  in  a  word,  a  stateof  decrepitude  and 
decay  has  been  produced^  in  the  short  space  of 
three  or  four  years,  of  which  history  affords  few 
examples,  in  the  same  space  of  time,  during  a 
aeasoD  of  peace,  and  without  any  of  those  ^jicat 
natural  calamities  which  interrupt  the  happmest 
of  nUions. 

When  your  memorialists  examine  the  policy 
of  Europe,  (that  portion  of  the  globe  from  wocace 
sound  lessons  of  political  economy  can  be  derived,) 
they  find  that  the  system  pursued  in  this  countiy 
is  in  direct  hostility  with  that  of  every  wise  ikation 
there.  All  of  them  sedulously  guard  the  interests 
of  their  manufacturers,  as  one  of  the  main  sources 
of  their  wealth.  They  restrain  by  prohibitory 
duties,  or  prevent  by  absolute  prohibitions  Uie  im- 
portation of  such  important  articles  as  their  own 
subjects  can  manufacture. 

We  are  persuaded  that  sound  policy  dictates  to 
alt  legislative  bodies,  particularly  those  of  young 
nations,  carefully  to  review  the  systems  puriuea 
in  other  countries ;  to  trace  the  welfare  of  the  peo- 
ple on  whom  they  operate;  and  to  shun  those 
which  destroy  the  industry,  enfeeble  the  strength, 
and  impair  the  resources  of  the  respective  nation*; 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  to  adopt,  as  nearly  as  maf 
be,  such  as  have  fostered  their  industry,  and  in- 
creased their  strength  and  resources. 

The  limits  of  a  memorial  prevent  us  from  ento^ 
inr  into  detail  on  the  tariff  of  different  lutions. 
We  cannot,  however,  in  justice  to  the  public  in- 
terest, omit  to  touch  slightly  on  some  of  the  pro- 
minent  features  of  the  protecting  system  pursued 
in  other  countries,  whose  statesmen  are  certainly 
not  inferior  to  ours  in  intellectual  attainments, 


lightly  reject 
to  four—Gre: 


to  four — Great  Britain,  France,  Austria,  and  Rus- 
sia. Other  nations,  as  Prussia,  Holland.  Denmark, 
&x.,  pursue  a  system  marked  with  similar  chaiao- 
teristic  features. 

Great  Britain  prohibits,  even  from  her  own  de- 
pendencies, calicoes,  manufactures  of  gold,  silver, 
or  metal,  lacea,  ribands,  silk  goods,  &c.;  and  her 

Erotecting  duties  are  so  high  a^  in  most  cases,  to 
e  equivalent  to  prohibitiou.  The  duty  on  hata  is 
about  seven  dollars  and  a  half  each,  and  on  wool- 
len cloths  seven  dollars  and  a  half  per  yard.  There 
are  above  sixty  articles,  includingmannfacturea  of 
brass,  copper,  carriages,  thread  stockings,  doclia, 
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Ac.,  subject  to  fifty-nine  per  cent.;  chtna  and  earth- 
enware, stiawls,  &e.f  pav  seventy-nine ;  cotton 
manufaclores,  cotton  aioclings.  cups,  tfaread,  and 
linen  sails,  ptj  eigbtv-fiire;  glass  TUBnufactUTes, 
generally,  one  nundrea  and  fourteen ;  skina  or  funi, 
tanned,  tawed,  or  curried,  and  articles  made  of 
leather,  or  whereof  leather  is  the  article  of  chief 
value,  one  hundred  and  forty-two  per  cent. 

So  minute  is  her  attention  to  this  grand  paint, 
that  linen,  when  chequered  or  ittriped,  painted  or 
stained,  is  subject  to  one  hundred  and  forty-two 


her  own  sabjects  the  profits  of  the  staining,  print- 
ing, &c. 

Great  Britain  expended  manr  hundred  miltions 
of  pounds  sierlioz'to  replace  the  Bourbon  family 
on  the  thrones  of  Prance  and  Spain,  and  of  course 
bad  high  claims  on  the  gratitude  of  both  monarchs. 
Yet  the  paramount  duty  of  justice  to  his  inbjecls 
gained  the  ascendency  over  gratitude  to  his  friends, 
fn  the  councils  of  Louis  XVIII.  One  of  the  ear- 
liest  measures  of  his  administration  was  the  pro- 
mulgation of  a  tariff,  wherehv  abore  two  hundred 
different  articles,  including  all  the  most  imnortant 
of  the  British  roanDfactures.  and,  among  the  rest, 
muslins,  cambrics,  woollen  cloths,  all  articles  made 
of  leather,  steel,  iron,  brass,  tin,  wood,  bronze,  &c., 
■were  totally  prohibited. 

Let  ns  add  that  Ferdinand  VII.,  as  soon  as  he 
ascended  the  throne  of  Spain,  issued  a  proclama- 
tion, not  only  forbidding  the  importation  of  cot- 
ton goods  altogether,  but  orderioe  those  actually 
in  tie  country  to  be  reshipped  withta  twelve 
months. 

For  the  policy  of  Austria  on  this  important  sub- 
ject, we  respectTully  refer  yon  to  a  recent  British 
publication — Rordanes  on  European  Commerce. 
ft  is  therein  stated  that  "the  importation  of  all 
silk,  cotton,  and  woollen  manufactures,  is  forbid- 
doi  in  the  whole  extent  of  the  Austrian  dominions, 
as  it  has  been  hitherto  in  the  ancient  Austrian 
States  only."  There  are  Tarious  other  prohibi- 
tions, unnecessary  to  be  detailed. 

The  prohibitory  system  of  Russia,  a  country, 
like  onr  own,  with  a  vast  territory  and  a  very  dis- 
proportionate population,  is  earned  to  an  extent 
ftr  beyond  that  of  any  other  in  the  world,  except 
China.  It  embraces  all  the  great  leading  articles 
of  manufaeture,  as  cottun,  linen,  leather,  wool, 

■"      '•     r  plate,  ( '" 
...  ir  importi 

Every  reason  thai  exists  for  prohibitions  in  those 
nations,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  native 
manufacturer,  and  preserving  the  resources  of  the 
country,  exists  here.  And  we  cannot  but  lament 
that  the  arbitrary  Governments  of  Europe  have 
displayed  more  attention  to  the  interests  of  their 
subjects  interested  in  manufactures  than  the  same 
description  of  persons  have  experienced  from  their 
fellow-citizens  in  Congress.  The  former  are  pro- 
tected, by  the  strong  arm  of  law,  against  the  com- 
petition of  every  nation  whatever;  while  the  lat- 
tet  are  exposed  to  the  competition  of  the  whole 
world,  and  consequently  to  ruin.  It  therefore  irre- 
■inibly  follows,  that  so  far  as  regards  the  acquisi- 


tion of  property,  and  the  protection  of  property 
acquired,  a  large  portion  ot  this  class  of  ciiizeni 
are  debarred  from  one  of  the  most  substantial  a^ 
vantages  of  Qovemment.  This  is  a  stain  on  our 
annals  which  cannot  be  regarded  without  deep 
regret — a  stain  which,  we  respectfully  hope,  Tot 
the  honor  of  our  common  country,  you  will  speeds 
ily  obliterate. 

Numerous  objections  have  been  raised  againit 
the  protection  of  manufaeturen  in  this  couniryj 
which  we  shall  freely  but  respeclfnlly  examine: 

Among  the  most  prominent  is  the  extortion  said 
to  have  teen  practised  by  the  mannfacturen  dur- 
ing the  late  war,  which  has  been  by  many  regard- 
ed as  a  complete  justification  of  the  refusal  of  an 
"increase  of  duties. 

We  believe  this  accusation  can  be  fairly  dis- 
proved, to  the  satisfactionof  every  ingenuous  mind; 
and  we  respectfullr  invite  yoor  attention  to  the 
subject.  We  shall  state  tne  ease  of  superfine 
broadcloth,  on  which  (he  chief  reliance  has  been 
placed.  The  reasonioK  thai  applies  to  this  article 
will  apply  equally  tootners.  Foreign  cloths  were 
sold,  in  1911,  before  the  war,  at  eight,  nine,  and 
ten  dollars  per  yard.  Merino  washed  wool  was 
then  about  seventy-five  cents  per  pound.  One 
hundred  and  6f^y  thousand  pounds  of  imported 
wool  were  sold,  in  the  course  of  thai  ^ear, 


by  Messrs.  Warder  and  Son,  of  Philadelphia,  t 
Messra.  Dupont,  of  Wilmington,  and  others,  for 
from  seventy  to  eighty  cents.    On  the  general  es- 


tablishment of  the  woollen  manufactories,  at  the 
close  of  1913,  merino  wool  was  sold  at  two  dollera 
and  a  half  to  three  dollars  per  pound,  as  appear* 
by  the  Philadelphia  price  current ;  which  also 
shows  that  on  the  28th  of  March,  1814,  the  price 
was  from  three  to  four  dollars,  at  which  it  eoo- 
tinoed  stationary  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 
The  highest  price  of  American  superfine  broad- 
cloth, at  that  period,  averaged  from  twelve  to  four- 
teen dollars.  Foreign  clotn  was  generally  sold  at 
a  higher  rate ;  and,  but  for  the  supplies  from  the 
American  manufoctories,  would  probably  have 
been  sold  for  twenty  dollars.  Thus,  while  the 
farmer,  who  advanced  the  raw  material  from  four 
to  five  hundred  per  cent,,  and  the  importer,  who 
raised  bis  prices  from  fifty  to  two  hundred  per  cent 
on  the  various  articles  be  had  for  sale,  accuse  the 
manufacturer  of  extortion,  the  latter  did  not  ad- 
vance his  fabrics  more  than  fifty  per  cent,  on  the 
prices  current  before  the  war,  notwithstanding  the 
extravagant  rise  in  the  price  of  the  raw  material, 
and  likewise  in  wages,  owing  to  the  extraordinary 
demand  for  workmen,  and  notwithstanding  the 
enormous  expense  of  the  manufaciurmK  esiaUisk- 
menls,  and  the  advance  in  the  price  of  aEnost  every 
article  of  food  and  dress. 

We  hopeand  believe  that  thi3accusalion,thongb 
so  often  reiterated,  will  have  no  infinence  on  your 
honorable  Houses. 

We  beg  leave,  very  respectfblly,  to  take  anothtr 
Klance  at  this  subject.  The  cotton  planters  have 
for  many  years  raised  cotton  at  >D  expense  of  aboDt 
eight  or  ten  cents  per  pound,  and  sold  it  from 
twenty  to  thirty-five.  The  farmer  haa  likewise 
taised  wheat  at  an  expense  of  one  dollar  per  buahc^' 


^yCoOi-^lc 
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AVPKHMX. 
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PnUeUaa  ta  4metiixm  UonufBOum. 


Md  fteqaently  eqU  il  from  nro  to  three  igllu*. 
WUlc  t&e;  mJule  nich  exoibiUot  proBtt  wad  inde- 
psodat  forlunea,  nneawed  and  nacesiniied  bf  their 
nwQO&ctiMiiW  leUow-citizens,  it  tannot  be  Tecjr 
(oiceot  &r  uW  to  reproach  the  laOcr  (a  laige 
nopoctioa  of  iritom  have  been  nuQed}  with  extoi' 
IwiL  Ibr  idling  at  tbiHeen  or  Iburleao  dollan  an 
■Ttide  which  actoallf  coit  them  ten  or  ekren. 
lari  it  be  obaerTed,  that  erciy  yatd  of  mpofine  cloth 
it^t^  &ur  poDndi  of  merino  wooT  anwidied, 
m  two  mihel  When  the  hMvy  eapenu  of  the 
nanu&cnm^  aad  the  inleiesi  on  the  capital  in- 
■mtioL  am  tuea  into  cooBidentioa,  it  wttt  appeal 
Aat  the  profiu  were  veif  far  from  nnretsooaUe. 
TW  accBMiiOB,  ihnefore,  cannot  fail  to  recall  to 
r«edlection  the  parable  of  the  beam  aoA  the  mote. 

Out  ewn  adnulting  that  the  mannfactorm  had 
imHij.  been  gnilly,  duinc  the  war,  of  tenfold  the 
eitortian  ihi^  ate  miinttly  cbaoji^  with:  it  bj  no 
maana  follow*  that  t&e  ptotptrUf  of  out  oouMnr 
iluMld  be  racrificad  \y  the  ssppreMion  of  iu  io- 
diiftry,  and  the  protaction  of  that  of  fbreint  nar 
bona;  or  that,  tbeiefore,  manufaataics  ikoud  not 
In  prntteted  Vj  adequate  datiea,  \at  amilai:  extor- 
ticW"  *hnuld  now  be  practUed ;  for,  to  arail  our- 
•alriwa  of  the  comnt  and  irreaiatible  angumenu  of 
AWxandet  BanMton,  the  competition  between  onr 
eitisew  ei^aged  in  tfaoie  branche*  wouU  aecure 
^  aiCielea  to  the  couunoer  at  a  fair  price. 

"  TbooAk  it  wen  troe  lipt  the  immediate  and 
oattin  eoect  of  ne^laltona  oonttcUing  the  Comp»- 
titionoffareigftwith  domettic  fabtici waaan lO' 
(HMw  of  price,  it  is  nniveraally  true  ^1  the  oon- 
ifaijF  ic  the  ultimate  eflect  with  every  lueceaiful 
mtnufactwe.  friunadomeeticmana&cttuahaa 
attained  to  poifeotion,  and  haa  engased  in  the  pros' 
qcwlon  9f  it  a  aomiyinrt  numba  oTpersons,  it  iur 
"  '   I  free  from  the 


vanablf- 


kaavj  chafes  which  attend  the  importai 
fiwoiga  omwnoditie^  it  can  be  afibrded  cheaper, 
•ad  aeeeedinglf  eeUom  or  nerei  ftili  to  be  sold 


cheaaer  in  procesi  of  tim  Aan  wai  the  foreigB 
Wticte  fin  which  il  ia  a  snmitute.  The  internal 
CMnpetilion  iritich  takes  place  aoon  doea  away 
aeary  thioB  like  moa<^]s  and  by  degrew  reduces 
the  prioe  of  the  article  to  the  minimum  of  a  n»- 
Hoahle  j»o£t  on  tha  capital  enjoyed.  This  ac- 
cords with  the  reason  of  the  ihmg,  and  with  ex- 
parienee." 

Another  objeelioo  i^  that  the  labor  is  too  high  in 
the  United  Statca  to  aJSbrd  anychaitce  of  conqieb- 
imwithforugnmanulactaiea-  To  this  we  croly. 
Aaia  are  vaiioiM  mannfaenuea  so  well  estaUianea 
M>to orercmne foreign  competition altoBcther;  and 
it  thctcfiwe  follows  Uiat  ths  objection  mil*  to  the 
ffMund.  We  might  instance  a  great  nnmber,  but 
tire  confine  onrsdyea  to  the  manofactuie  of  uoes 
ud  boots,  «f  which  each  individual  in  the  United 
ftatet  probaUir  averages  a  jiair  and  half  per  an- 
num, amounting  to  about  thirteen  milUoDJs,  whi^ 
at«w  hundred  and  tweUy^five  cenlE  per  pair, 
amount  to  916^000,000  per  annumu  Oftheaaarti- 
olc^  Ae  imputation  in  181&  as  may  be  seen  by 
>^ence  to  the  repom  of  the  Becietary  of  the 
^naaanry,  was  only  forty-two  tbonnod  one  hun- 
ted ana  eif^y-fonr  pairs,  aikd  in  1S17  onJi-  fifty 


tbonaaod  Svc  humdred  and  sixty-fvo.  This  d«h 
cidec,  we  WtA,  the  question  of  high  wages  Jor- 
;  fbti  if  the  abjection  were  valid,  it  would 
_,^.y  to  ine  manufacture  of  shoes  and  aooti  with 
as  much  force  as  to  any  other ;  and  it  ia  mathj 
of  observation,  that  the  duly  on  men's  shoe*  » 
ooly  twenty-five,  and  on  children's  fifteen  eenia 


To  Uiis  we  bag  leave  to  add  another  nfi.j^  of 
t  least  equal  conncy.  There  are  few  numuMO- 
tnm  eithcc  wboUv  <"  chiefly  dependi^  on  man- 
ual nb«,  whkh  nave  not  luecaeded  in  the  Unir 


of  eld  women  and  ehildroi.  .  . 
Bf;et  of  onr  boundless  water  powi 
dmarv  mechanical  skill,  and  ^e  t 


ted  States;  wherew  our  defeat  i*  piiaeuaUfik 
coltont  and  woollens,  produced  almost  wholly  by 
machinery,  aided  by  the  labor  of  an  over  prognnian 

'   "~       '    -'^""- -      Hence  the  ulwii- 

r,  our  extmai^ 
,     niparab«nd«nce 
(in  the  caae  of  cotton,  partieolarly)  of  the  raw 
maMial,  are  injudicionsly  sacrificed. 

The  next  oljeolion  we  Kball  ootica  is  tha  allafiad 
demomliziDg  cffeqts  of  manu&cturing  est^lulb- 
ments.  To  refute  this,  we  invite  you  attention 
to,  and  comparison  between,  two  oeighbeifaaodiL 

anothei  lemate  from  such  establishments.  In  d« 
former,  dure  are,  a*  already  observed,  nnmbata  of 
aged  men  and  of  wemen  and  children,  utefU^ 
employed  for  themselves,  and  adding  lo  the  omb 
of  the  resources  and  hairiness  of  their  ctMniry ; 
while,  in  the  latter,,  a  laige  proportion  of  peaoaa 
of  this  description  are  dcumed  to  idleness,  and  ita 
iaeeparable  attendants,  vice  and  gnilL  Cbildmn 
in  manufacturing  esiabliKbmenti  are  inund  te 
habits  of  industry,  order,  and  regularity,  which 
geneially  adhere  to  tbem  thcngh  life. 

Butwearenotle&to  ihe^idanceof'inenhypck- 
thesis  alone,  which,  however  plaaaible,^  is.  oftsa 
rery  faUaciaus.  We  have  the  stoag  txuus  of  fact 
to  rest  on.  There  is  no  country  in  chiistendom 
where  manufac^res  have  been  carried  la  s-gimter 


extent  than  in  England  WVt  therefgte,  in  att 

_.!. jDtry  conla  the  experiment  be  mom  an- 

made }  and  there  the  question  has  been 


fairly  oecided.    Coh]iihoun,  a  moat  iiukfatig^e 
and  aecnnteatatistica)  writer,  afte  a  fuU  surrey  of 


wpao 
stbat 


mtry,ml 
leduien 


us  that  the  agricaltural  very  far  exceed  v 
fftcturing  counties  in  both  those  stains  upon  huoM* 
nature.    From  this  aatherity  there  can  hardly  be 
anyappcaL 

It  ti  aisoted  that  it  would  be  a  pernicious  pot- 
icy  to  entice  away  capital  and  labor  from  agricul* 
tote  to  workshops.    This  aj^rehaiwion  ia  wholly 

Soundless  Fanneisor  planters  tately  Imasfona 
enuelves  into  mamibcturers.  There  ii  in  this 
country  a  vast  amount  of  capital,  ioj  which  the 
owners  cannot,  in  the  present  dsanged  state  oS 
our  aflaira, find  any  emplayiiunt.  Buiwerethere 
any  assurance  of  adequate  protection  to  mnanfii*- 
(uras,  it  would  be  immediatdy  directed  townrd* 
those olyects.  Tberenielikewwegieatnamboaef 
persons,  skilled  in  the  cotton  and  woollen  bsanchefc 
who  are  destitute  of  employment,  and  who  couU 
abundant^  xVplf  the  demands  of  tha  United 
States,  were  th^  duly  eocoutaged.    We  have  «l- 


Digni2 
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ft^twrtiw  to  Amtrieim  Mam^uiwti. 


n^dfaiMd  IIM  tlisgin 


»  pn^orlioBof  th»  Ift^ 


upcffonned  by  old  nwn,  womea,  tnd  ebildicn . 
M  add,  that  wen  tboaa  biamkes  ia  nioli «  flout^ 
oUog  BtUe  M  to  bold  tmt  induoKMBti  to  emi- 
^Mktof  we  ihtnld  ha¥e  «OMtBBt  qeeenioiw  u  ov 
pmaluiDB  of  pcnona  skilled  in  them,  muT  of 
momwoaU  bniigvillLtlitmlaifec^iitala,«4Ba] 
to  oar  MiBoit  WBDts,  wtthom  diawing  amy  any 
MMioa  of  the  capital  or  labor  ugaitd  in  knt- 

Tbc  danger  of  emxnnaging  noa^ling  i«  re- 
givded,  by  many  of  «n  citiMna,  a«an  iMuimoant- 
aUe  okgeolioii  to  notaotuif  or  pcobibitary  dbtiea, 

Tbia  will  be  uand  to  disameai,  lik«  ibe  km, 
vlua  iiurly  ■sbmiitcd  to  exammatitM.    Port  ■<<!(- 

Cit  wen  naoeaeary  to  raiee  tha  dndae  on  woM- 
aad  higk-pnced  oottone  to  thii^-five.  foity, 
finty-^Te,  0(  even  fifty  PCI  cenL ;  weapnealto  tke 
oandof  of  yonr  bomvable  How^  wb^ei  the  ob- 
jfldioa  Id  any  of  thaM  dnties  on  cambrics,  miuUni, 

'  E  gnNind  of  the  dangea  of 

tted  for  ft  momnt,  when 
end  that  sin  ia  Mibject  toa  doiy  of  one 
handndandtiRn^^oariieicenLj  run,  lo cighty- 
ibi  {  btandy,  to  <iuuty-ux ;  chaese,  i»  acw^i 
■Mchong  ta,  to  irerm  nrenty  to  one  luiodpad  aM 
twenty;  mamibttnrad  tetwoeD,tDfiAy :  and  winaa, 
to  ACfyand  sixty.  We  aball  oiriy add,  that  iti* 
indubiiaUy:  a«  eai^  to  smaggle  a  pipe  of  winei,  a 
ch«M  of  tea,  a  caak  of  mm  or  tabacM,  as  a  tronk 
of  madiaa  or  ounbrioe,  or  a  bale  of  broaddoth. 

Another  objection  is  agtanit  the  injiiutioe  of  Cu- 
ing the  many  for  the  benefit  of  the  few.    Thia  as- 
''  "~  ition,tbatpcinianant 


jOBOiaa  ID  any  an  \aan  qbihe  oi 
and  bcoadclotJu,  on  the  gnNU 
■anggling,  can  be  admitted  f 
it  ia  goBiiflcnd  that  gin  ia  Mibj 


e  woidd  neonearily 


lemianant  pro- 
warilyntoqaee 
lefcted  bytbe 


pennanent  high  price* ;  which  is  leMed  by  the 
InmiMiUB  muim  i^noted  above  from  Alexandn 
Hwnilton.  But  cren  admitting  diis  m^m  to  be 
iHCorrect,  the  objection  may  be  answered  fully  in 
aaotbar  mode.  If  one  put  of  the  eommnnity  is 
not  to  be  taxed  for  the  benefit  of  another,  why,  we 
reqwcifidly  ask,  is  gin  dotied  at  124  pa  cent,  for 
the  proteotion  of  the  paaefa  laandy  and  wfaiikey  of 
the  fiumer,  and  chene  at  70  per  oent.  7  Why  is 
dw  cowtang  trade  seeared  to  oar  merchants,  by 
which  foreign  eompetilion  is  wholly  excluded? 
And  whr,  we  ask,  an  "  the  many  taxed  for  the 
famefit  01  the  few,"  by  dte  enormoaa  oqpensea  of  a 
navy,  foieign  embMtier,  dec,  for  the  protection  of 
oef 


The  pioleetion  of  manafaetnres  is  smwgly  ob- 
jected to  on  aeeoant  of  its  inleFference  with  unn- 
mcree.  Bnt  omitting  dl  orautderationi  arising 
firom  the  general  distren  prodneed  by  the  existing 
ayMcm,  we  adc,  baTe  we  at  present,  or  are  we  likely 
Id  ha.ve,  any  enaunaioe,  to  which  it  is  r^;bt  or 
Mnpar  to  nSet  np  ae  a  aaeriflee  the  welfare  ud 
iMi^Beea  of  the  tiseftl  and  prodnctiTe  body  of 
''  mannfiuitareaf  Such  is  A«  proa- 
IT  ootmnecce,  which  nnfertonatdy, 
sat  mcasare  for  its  soocess  on  Bo- 
npeaa  wan  and  famines,  that  thne  are  few  ar- 
tinVe  that  oan  be  imported,  and  i  '  ~ 
aapoeted,  widmot  Iom. 

Bat  even  admiltiB^  fiwa 
narta  was  not  so  bigbly  disadvantageane 


d  that  thaoieoiHagemeBt  of  mMiii&eluna  woVU' 
mewhat  inteiiieeewith  it,  we  cannot  thenee  infer 
tbm  it  woald  not  be  amply  indeamified-  k  Ihcly 
far  ftom  snfinng,  it  wonld  gain  by  the  aRange- 
ment ;  for  the  diminntion  oTdia  MRnbar  of  mar- 
ohauts,  by  a  portion  of  ttkcm  widtdt«wing  to  mt^- 
nftctaree,  wonld  render  the  profession  proihaUr 
to  dteee  who  remained.  It  is  obrioUa,  evei'  to  a. 
'  obaetver,  that  Ae  mercantile  praflBsieik 


of  the  sDpofluoua  number  of  merchanie  has  been 
to  raiae  the  maitos  of  oor  prodnce  at  home,  md 
deptesa  them  abroad,  not  only  to  the  injury  and 
ft^Bcnt  min  of  the  merchanM,  bnt  to  the  inJBry 
of  thenaiitm.  Henoe  il  is  more  than  jnobaWe 
that  onr  oommeroe,  in  whioh  for  iwMy  years 
more  than  half  of  those  who  pnmied  it  have  been 
mined,  wotdd  hare  inmced  indapeadenc*  and  hap- 
pinaBtotwo-thirfcoftbennmber.had  theTOadiie 
transferred  dkeir  talents,  tbeiV  indcMTf,  and  tbeb 
eapiialto  manufcttwaa 

Aimtim  considnatioH  deeems  atiaitiao.  The 
cneoni^ement  of  mannfactnrt*  woirid  open  near 
ohanneU  of  conuneree,  by  the  in^Ttation  of  mw 
nMaials  Iran  abra^d,  and  by  the  inerease  of  the 
aoasiing  traide,  in  tranapwting  the  mannfiwaBaa 
of  the  Middle  and  finsteni  States  to  the  SotUkem, 
and  the  oetton  aikd  otbn  ■vw  material  ef  the  kl- 
tMtothewoifaheperfiheitfeUoweiliattiB.  &«•& 
of  late  year*,  Ike  tonnage  emrioya^  in  the  trans- 
portation of  raw  materi^  to  the  oort  of  PhSaM- 
phia,  haa  neeeded  that  anfdoyed  m  the  trani^or- 
tation  of  pieee  goods. 

To  foster  and  eberisb  national  indastry,  the 
paiemonnt  dnty  and  tbe  diaraetoriatio  feaMMof 
— '  governmmL  most  of  ''  '  " 


nu^nialain  the  world,  not  ob^  send  it  abnnd  «d 
fstant  nations  wholly  free  of  duty,  but  receive  It 
back  in  a  manu&otured  state^  at  an  adranee  flf 
from  one  hundred  to  two  thousand  pea  eent  It 
would  not  be  more  unreaBoaiU)te  to  export  oin 
wheat  to  have  it  giennd,  and  purchase  it  again  in 
the  form  of  flour,  than  to  sell  raw  cotton  and  M- 
ceiTe  it  back  maanttct»c<d ;  as  the  adranoa  on 
the  floor  wonld  baitHyerer  amovit  toa  third' part 
of  Ae  advaoce  on  cambriea  and  masliiu. 

We  res^ectfidly  atate  to  jwa  honoraUo  Honst^ 
that  sncb  is  the  wonderfbl  inerease  in  the  nine  at 
cambrics  and  nuulias,  b^ond  the  pnee  of  As  itrw 
material,  that  Ae  labor  of  IVifm  cotton  aaann- 
lactuterB,  aided  by  machinery,  wooM  pay  fm  fte 
amotrat  of  Ae  gtealest  export  of  the  prodnotionB 
of  the  United  States,  in  any  one  year  suMetke 
dedaratioa  of  iadgmidenae^  This  fact,  wUeiL 
if  yon  require  it,  shaH  be  piored  at  Ae  ban  « 
yoor  HbBses  by  tbe  moat  sneacqttianaUe  teMi- 
nony,  is  the  mcne  exiaaordinary.  and  \ 


Ae  high  rate  of  wages  bete  faaa  been,  as  m 
hnTB  said,  amo^  Ae  Mjwtions  raised  to  man*- 
feetorca;  whereas  it  utpcais  that  we  az^ang 
prodvoe  of  the  labor  of^ten,  twcnty,or  Ait^of  e« 
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APFENBIX. 


Another  objrctioB  ansa  from  tbe  supposed  dan- 
ger o(  impairiog  the  rerenue.  We  respectfully 
repieMBt  to  you,  that,  in  the  scale  of  reason  and 
jiulice,  this  objection  does  not  appear  entitled  tc 
«a  mucb  importance  aa  is  attached  to  it.  Thi 
ezpcaaea  of  the  GoreniDent  inuit  be  borne;  the 
interest  of  the  debt  must  be  paid,  and  the  debt  it- 
■ariferaduallj  extinguished.  But  these  objecisean 
be  effectually  accointdiBheil  without  any  saciificc 
<rf'  the  nslional  ioduBlry ;  for  if  low  priced  cottons 
•nd  wooUeos,  such  as  we  can  ourselves  abun- 
dantly supply,  were  wholly  prohibited,  and  the 
duties  increasied  on  ihoee  of^  greater  value,  the 
revenue  would  probably  be  indemnified,  by  tbe 
nin  in  the  one  esse  for  tbe  loss  in  the  other. 
The  same  observation  applies  to  most  other  arti- 
cles which  require  protection. 

Bat  we  beg  leave  further  to  represent  to  your 
hontxable  Houses,  that  the  policy  pursued,  so 
highly  injurious  to  Ibe  national  resources  and  in- 
dustry, has  not  been  advantageous  to,  but  may  ul- 
timately injure  the  reveoue;  for  the  general  dis- 
IrCK,  and  t^  deciy  of  trade  and  commerce,  result- 
ing from  the  dram  of  specie,  to  pay  for  tbe  ex- 
travagant and  ruinous  importations  of  foreign 
goods,  have  produced  such  a  disability  of  purchue 
at  presmt,  that  the  importatioi>s  of  the  ensuing 
tWelre  or  eighteen  months,  and  consequently  the 
duties,  will  Tall  very  far  short  of  those  of  former 
years;  and  thus  the  future  deficit  will  probably 
-more  than  conutervail  tbe  put  excess. 

But  should  the  system  of  protection  impair  tbe 
revenue,  it  would  be  only  in  a  slight  deereej  and 
merely  afleol  the  question  of  the  period  of  tbe 
ultimate  redemption  of  the  public  debt,  which 
may  in  consequence  be  somewhat  protracted. 
When  the  alCeroative  is  betfreen  this  efllEct  on  the 
one  hand,  and  a  continuance  of  the  existing  state 
of  things  on  tbe  other,  we  trust  there  can,  in  an 
enlightened  body,  be  no  difficulty  in  the  decision. 
It  waii  be  unsound  policy  in  a  merchant  to  anti- 
cipate the' payment  of  his  debts  so  rapidly  as  to 
dqirive  himself  of  tbe  means  of  carrymg  on  his 


Among  tbe  reasons  that  alienated  the  affections 
of  America,  in  its  colonial  state,  from  the  parent 
country,  a  very  powerful  one  was  tbe  restraints 
imposed  on  its  manufacturing  industry.  These 
were  thesubjects  of  loud  and  tm ceasing  complaints. 
-And  we  respeclfully  ask  you,  whether  the  eonse- 
qtience*  to  the  nation  and  to  IndiTidueh  are  not 
u  fatal,  when  our  industry  is  torn  up  by  the  roots 
dirough  the  means  of  a  tariff  fatally  inadequate  to 
'{Botect  it,  as  by  an  arbitrary  edicf!  Does  it  ad- 
minister any  comfort  to  the  hundreds  of  useful 
eitimu  who  investAd  lane  capitals  in  those  .valu- 
able maoi)faeturiiigetrtal£shmmts  spread  through- 
oat  the  country,  whose  mins  bear  the  sirongcst 
lestimoov  against  the  ptJiey  we  pursue ;  or  to  the 
tens  of  tnousands  of  workmoi  reduced  to  mendi- 


B  puvy  coimciL  bat  froai  the 
their  fdlow-cilizeosf 


palieyaf 

The  policy  of  this  country  has  been  in  a  grekt 
degree  predicated  on  the  specious  idea  of  Adam 
Smith,  "  to  buy  goods  where  they  can  be  had  the 
cheapat."  It  has  had  a  fair  trial,  and  its  pemi- 
ciouittendency  basbeenclearlydemoostrated.  W« 
buy  cotton,  wool,  and  muslins  in  Hindoetan ;  cam- 
brics, muslins,  and  broadcloths,  in  France  and  Eng- 
land, because  we  can  purchase  thtrm  cheaper  then 
than  at  home ;  and  there  is  good  reason  to  beUeve 
that  we  shall  have  large  importations  of  "cheap" 
wheat  from  Odean.  This  lyrtem  has  caused  a 
laige  portion  of  the  existing  distress.  But  of  what 
■vul  isit  that  every  specis  of  goodsand  merehaa- 
dise,  and  even  most  of  the  neoestatieB  of  life,  are 
"cheap,"  when  tkemeansof  purchase  are  far  mora 
reduced  with  almost  every  class,  and  with  some 
have  nearly  disappeared  1  The  owner  of  hotne^ 
who  was  in  the  receipt  of  two  or  three  tbbiwaad 
dollars  per  annum,  and  whose  reals  have  falkn 
oue-ibird  or  one-half ;  the  siorekeefwi,  who  made 
a  comfortable  support  for  his  family,  and  wboK 
business  is  almost  wholly  siupended;  the  great' 
body  of  OUT  Western  farmen,  whose  bicadstiifis 
are  excluded  from  those  European  markets  wheaM 
their  supplies  of  "  cheap  goods"  have  been  diawn, 
and  whoseindustry  has  thus  received  a  vital  stroke; 
(be  workman  who  earned  six,  eight,  or  ten  dollars 
per  week,  and  who  is  now  destitute  of  empiaj- 
ment;  andevery  other  cLa&s  of  tbe  community  now 
enduring  more  or  less  distress,  derire  little  ccHiso- 
lation  in  iheir  difficulties  and  embarrasamenls  from, 
the  considemtioD  thai  they  have  bought,  and  caa 
buy,  foreign  articles  cheaper  than  domestic  We 
are  persuaded,  had  the  latter  been  twice  M4leai 
as  the  former,  (ihe  difference  of  ja-ice,  howevo^ 
has  generally  been  insigniGcant,)  that  recent  eveati 
prove  it  would  have  Men  ai  '  " 
the  preference  to  the  prodnc 

We  begleavetoc(ffrectanerrorof  conaiderahle 
importance.  We  said  that  "every  class  of  the 
comnmnity  was  suSering  more  or  less  distress." 
There  is  one  striking  exception.  Qreat  capitalKta 
find  a  golden  harvest  in  these  times.  Tbey  caa 
add  farm  to  farm,  house  to  house,  ship  to  ship,  and 
stocks  to  stocks,  at  their  pleaMire,  to  the  ruin  of  the 
productive  classes,  who  hare  been  always  r^arded 
as  the  most  valuaUe  portion  of  society,  and  whom 
it  has  been  the  policy  of  all  wise  Ckivernments  to 
foster  and  cherish.  The  prei<eot  state  of  affairs  ii 
wonderfully  calculated  to  enrich  the  wealthy  ex- 
travagantly ;  to  impoverish  and  reduce  to  distress 
those  who  have  heretofore  furiuFhed  employmeat 
and  tbe  meani  of  procuring  a  comfortable  subsist- 
ence to  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of-uaeAil 
citizens,  which  tbey  are  now  unable  to  afford; 
and  not  only  to  deprive  the  latter  of  the  means  of 
supporting  themselves  and  families,  but  perb^a 
to  arive  many  of  them  to  desperate  courses,  as  so 
frequently  occurs  in  all  countries  iu  limes  of  di»- 
' —  and  difficulty.  A  capitalist  with  half  a  mtl- 
if  dollars  could  now  purchase  properly  which 
one  year  since  would  have  sold  (or  oiw  miUion 
and  a  half,  and  which  in  one  or  two  yean  hence^ 
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£t9mma. 


to  Jmwtnm  Mam 


H^CD  tke  ^cMDt  dUmiUws  *tat«  of  a&in,  mik- 
aides,  may  mlize  the  rame  nud.  Thi«  i»  the  poi- 
ac»oui  fmitof  the  upu  tree,  of  "buying  ebrap 
goods  I  broad." 

We  bope  it  will  appear,  on  such  an  enlarged 
and  liberHl  view  of  the  nibject  u  oueht  lo  be  lie- 
stowed  on  it  by  a  legislative  body,  (airly  chosen, 
in  a  free  countrv,  that  the  advantages  held  out  lo 
farmers  and  plaoters  from  purchasing  foreign 
goods  cheap,  however  specions  and  plausible  they 
may  have  appeared,  are  wholly  ulusory.  The 
great  mass  of  those  descriptions  of  citizens  pur- 
chase so  few  foreien  manufactured  ^oods,  which 
alone  are  to  be  laieo  into  view  in  decidmg  this 
question,  that  the  utmost  saving  that  can  be  made 
on  them  is  insignificant  compared  with  the  solid 
advantages  of  secoring  a  permanent  home  market 
for  their  productions.  The  average  consumption 
of  foreign  manufactures  by  the  citizens  of  the 
United  Stales  is  not  four  dollars  per  head.  Let  us 
suppose  every  species  of  foreign  goods  to  be  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  cheeper  than  domestic :  in  this  case, 
the  saving,  by  preferring  the  former,  wonld  be  only 
one  dolldr  per  head  tbroughont  the  Union.  Let 
OS  respectfully  call  your  attention,  on  the  other 
band,  to  the  severe  loss  incurred  by  the  sacrifice  of 
domestic  industry.  This  will  enable  you  to  form 
a  correct  decision  on  this  important  subject.  The 
reduction  in  the  price  of  cotton  from  thirty  lo 
eighteen  cents  per  pound,  is  thirty-six  dollars  on  a 
single  bale ;  and  the  reduction  in  the  value  of  the 


ivheal  produced  by  a  sinde  acre  of  land,  suppose 
twenty  bushels,  by  a  falf  from  two  dollars  and 
gfiy  cents  to  one  dollar  and  a  quBrter  per  bushel, 


_5  twenty-five  dollars.  And  it  will  not  admit  of  _ 
doubt,  that  had  the  protection  of  our  cotton  estab- 
lismeats  provided  a  home  market  for  that  impor- 
tant staple,  the  price,At>m  the  steady  and  increasing 
demand,  would  probably  have  remained  station- 
ary; at  all  events,  it  would  never  have  experi- 
enced so  rapid  and  so  ruinous  a  reduction.  More- 
over, so  far  as  regards  the  farmer,  it  is  highly 
probable  that  a  due  protection  of  manuiactures 
would,  in  a  few  years,  as  already  observed,  attract 
to  this  country  so  many  foreign  anists  and  manu- 
focturers  as  would  consume  nearly  as  much  of  the 
necessaries  of  life  as  are  now  exported  abroad. 

Dearly,  therefore,  have  they  paid  the  forfeit  for 
adopting  the  maxim  of  "purchasing  where  goods 
could  be  had  tbe  cheapest:"  a  maxim  rejected  in 
practice,  as  we  have  staled,  by  every  wise  nation 
in  Europe,  and  acted  upon  only  by  Spain,  Portu- 
gal, and  the  United  States. 

On  a  rev-iew  of  the  proceedings  of  the  fourteenth 
Congress,  your  memorialists  find  that  the  present 
calamitous  state  of  afiairs  was  clearly  exhibited  to 
their  view  as  early  as  February,  1816.  What  was 
then  prophecy,  has,  alas!  fatally  become  history. 

The  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures, in  a  most  excellent  and  eloquent  report  of 
the  above  dale,  ask: 

"Do  not  the  suneationa  of  wisdom  plainly  show 
that  the  aecniity,  the  peace,  and  the  Imppineaa  of 
this  aation  depend  on  openiiu;  and  enlargiag  all 
oat  rasoorcea,  and  drawing  irom  them  whatcrei 


aball  be  itquirad  for  public  (hb  or  private  aocdM- 
modation  ? 

"The  committea  concider  tbe  ailuation  of  tbe 
manufaoturing  eatablishments  to  be  perilous. — 
Some  have  decreaaed,  and  other*  have  suspended 
buainesa.    A  liberal  encouragement  will  put  ihem 

r'n  into  opeiatioii,  with  increased  powers.  BM 
Jd  it  be  withheld,  they  will  be  pnwtiated. 
Thoosands  will  be  reduced  to  want  and  wrelcb- 
ednen.  A  capital  of  oearty  sixty  mitlions  of  dol- 
lara  will  become  inactive,  a  greauc  part  of  whiak 
will  become  a  dead  loss  to  the  manufacturera. 
Our  improvidence  may  lead  to  fatal  consequence*. 
The  Power*  jeakioa  of  our  growth  and  proaperitr 
will  acqniie  the  reaoureea  and  tlrengtb  which  thta 
Oovonment  neglects  to  improve.  II  requires  no 
prophet  to  foretel  what  nse  foreign  Poweta  will 
make  of  them." 

It  cannol  be  sufficiently  lamented  that  theae 
sage  admonitions  were  unavailing.  The  latifi^  on 
the  most  important  manufactured  arttdes,  waa 
fixed  BO  low,  that  it  required  but  little  sagacity  to 
foresee  the  ruin  of  the  mannfactorers,  and  the  eon- 
sequenl  impoverishment  of  tbe  country. 

Your  memorialists  respectfully  state,  that  they 
further  find  that  the  manufacturers,  while  num- 
bers of  them  were  sinking  victims  of,  and  all  of 
them  snfferiBg  by,  tbe  oveiwhdminff  compeiilioo 
of  foreign  rivals,  explicitly  stated  tbeir  sufl^riogs 
and  dangers  lo  their  fellow-citizens  in  Congresa, 
each  succeeding  session,  respectfully  and  earnestly 
soliciting  that  protection  which  they  alone  had  the 

Kver,  and  which  it  was  their  imperious  duty  lo 
tow.  It  in  painful  to  your  memorialists  to 
state,  (but  candor  requites  they  should  state.)  that 
those  api^ications  were  disregarded ;  that  the  ap- 
plicants were  leA  to  fall  victims  in  an  unequal 
straggle;  in  which  long  established  manufacturer 
immense  (»pital,  great  credit,  and  Governmental 
proleeti<«  were  arrayed  on  one  side,  and  on  ihe 
other  infant  catablishmentE,exbaiisledcaiHtal,  slen- 
der credit,  end  a  tariff  utterly  inadequate  for  pro- 
tection. The  memorials  Irom  Rhode  Island,  Pitta- 
burg,  Baltimore,  and  Oneida  county,  are  maaler- 
pieoes  of  eloquence,  admirably  nlculaled  to  excite 
the  sympathy  and  to  command  the  aid  of  tbe 
L^ialature*  to  whiob,  unhappily,  Ihey  were  in 
vain  addrcEsed. 

Althoitgb  this  memorial  has  already  extended  to 
a  great  leD|;tlt,  we  caniiot  close  it  without  placing 
the  aobjeet  in  another  important  point  of  view,  de- 
serving of  your  moat  serious  consideration. 

Tbe  eaiaolisbmeni  of  manufacture*  on  a  respect- 
able scale  in  any  town  or  village  is  of  traaseendeBl 
benefit  lo  the  a^eultural  interett,  as  they  imme< 
diately  enhance  the  valueofthelands  in  tbe  neigh- 
borhood from  one  to  five  hundred  per  cent.  Incte- 
pendenl  of  the  advantage  already  glanced  at,  of  a 
steady  home  maiket  for  his  wheat,  flour,  com,  rye, 
A«.,  the  fanner  has  '■&  certain  demand  for  bis 
cabbages,  pea^  tornips,  and  other  garden  stuSa, 
and  fuel,  wbicn  are  too  perishable  for  foreign  mar- 
kets, or  not  worth  tbe  expense  of  traDsporialiM." 
And  this  is  not  mere  theory.  Tberearelwostrong 
caaes  in  poinL  The  estahlisbment  of  the  maao- 
factories  at  Brandywine  and  Pirtabarg  e  ' 
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Ito  teIw  of  &e  neigUnnDg  landi  ia  Ihs  ratio 
aboTe  (tated,  and  woDderfoU]'  iacreaaed  the  pras- 
wilf  and  Gomfortc  «f  ihe  ciicnmjaccnt  faanera. 
The  nine  e&ct  haa  btcm  prodoaed  in  other  parts 
flf  the  UniiW}  a*d  it  would  be  eveirrhere  pro- 
dnesd,  in  a  gnatar  or  leu  dagrea,  bv  the  nme 
*    ■  "  d  oanghteca  of 


the  fiuDMM  and  catoMf  laborars,  a  large  po*  don 
tf  whose  tisie  is  at  present  entirely  woMcd,  would 
hnre  a  srame  of  pteftlaUe  employment,  to  add  to 


eonforti  and  the  bappiieM  oi  tbeir  \ 
"    '■       *       pray  uiat, 


We 


fiiUr  inia  eontideaation,  70U  will  bt ; 
liae  tltt  tariff  in  such  a  mode  as  to  miie  oar 
itoofiaf  mua&elaiea,  and  afibrd  effectnal  pro- 
tection to  the  national  indDstnr. 

PSTER  8.  DUPONCBAU, 


[CominuDictted  to  the  Hddm,  Jannaiy  17,  1S3(L] 

To  the  Senaie  atid  Hmiu  of  R^nMoUaiiBtt  of  tie 

Vhiltd  Statet  in  Cangrut  atuabUd; 

Th«  memorial  of  the  United  Agrkultwal  So- 
ciety of  Vii^inia  in  geneml  meetiag  of  their  dele- 
galea— 

fhm  Um  AgrievUural  SoeUl^  1/  Prtaot  Gtorgt't— 
Thomas  Coo^  Edmund  Raffin. 

Wron  tin  JgriealtitTal  SoeMy  of  Sunu~  John  Ed- 
mund^ GttHigeBlow,  William F.  Raffia,  William 
I.  Cociw. 

Fron  the  Agrwutaimi  Stcidtf  of  tSany— Nichoki 
Paulcon,  Charles  U.  Grargs,  Richard  Coclu. 

Rxn  At  Jffrieidtuml  Soeitty  of  Petmbarff—Jota 
Petatixa,  Roper  A.  Jonea. 

Jhna  (it  JgritiiltiMal  Sodttf  t/  finMsuiot— Thc- 
ophiliW  Field,  John  Jones,  and  Henry  Lewis. 

Youi  nemorialista  present  themselTes  to  your 
hoBorable  Hoases,  as  a  ^tioa  of  the  independent 
agriculturiaCs  of  Virgiiita.  In  that  ohaneler,  we 
deugn  not  to  harass  our  ReptestatatiTes  with 
high-wiought  pictures  of  disOresi  vhieh  their  wis> 
dom  could  not  have  anitcipated,  said  cannot  r»- 
moTe ;  neither  can  we  bring  ourselyas  to  detail,  in 
the  language  of  ccKspIainl,  much  lest  of  rqwoach, 
those  evils  which  we  endure  in  common,  not  only 
wilh  erery  class  and  demminatioa  of  our  f^aw- 
citizou,  hut  with  almost  erery  rank,  and  descrip- 
tion of  civilized  man.  We  solicit  not  the  fostering 
care  aod  patronage  of  the  L^ialatuie  to  alleviate, 
by  boimtiee,  monopolies,  or  protecting  duties,  oa- 
Umities  in  their  nature  aa  iuevitahle  as  they  are 
iitcnraUe  by  l^ialative  iottrpoetlion,  because  re- 
aolting  flrom  a  comlMaatltHi  of  circumatancee  over 
which  our  L^pslature  can  exercise  no  conirol. 
Wat  is  an  unnatuiBl  and  calamitona  state;  its 
evils  mnat  be  felt  soonet  ot  later,  and  not  teas 
severely  by  being  (teCeiTed.  The  tiansilion  from 
irar  to  peace  was  soddni,  and  found  us,  like  the 
nest  of  the  world,  nnpraaied.  Bat  we  can  bear 
patiently  the  peiuUty  of  our  own  inquovidmce, 
eonvioeed  thatour  distresses  will  be  but  temporary, 


aBdMOoUactiag  that  tlwy  were  pteeaded  by  tiNBt^ 
year*  of  almoat  uninterrupted  proepaity.  In  this 
frame  of  mind,  which  we  lecommcnd  to  the  imi- 
tation of  OUT  more  discontented  1)reihi«a,  we  have 
only  to  solicit,  respectfully  but  earnestly,  bom 
your  wisdom  and  experience,  that  we  be  left  to 
ourselves  to  disembariass  our  own  affitin  by  active 
industry  and  strict  economy,insiead.of  being  ^ced 
at  the  meicy  of  interested  individuals,  who  would 
flatta-us  wjth  relief  by  ahridgiog  oui  o<Hnforts, 
inereaidns  our  expense,  and  diverting  to  their  own 
pockets  thai  portion  of  the  produce  of  our  labor 
which,  differently  applied,  might  serve  to  extricate 
ns  from  out  present  difficulties.  The  undefined 
projects  and  extravagant  claims  of  the  manulactu- 
ring  assooiations,  collecled  from  their  circulars, 
reports  of  committees,  and  other  publications, 
could  alone  lead  m&  to  apprehend  that  we  may  not 
be  lefk  Id  this  repose  which  we  so  earnestly  s^ieit, 
and  which  the  difficulties  of  our  present  situation 


manu&cture  by  bounties,  monopolies,  c_  , 

tcctiog  duties  i  bul^  without  entering  into  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  genraal  question,  we  would  lespecl- 
fullysuggest  that  no  period  more  unfavorable thaa 
th^trcBentconld  be  selected  for  the  commencement 
of  an  experimental  course  of  political  economy, 
beginning  with  the  taxation  of  the  many  for  dis 
emolument  of  the  few.  When  we  consider  the 
taxes  already  imposed  on  fordgn  manu&ctuteL 
(averaging,  perht^M,  twenty-G.Te  pef  cem.,)  and 
estimate  the  amount  of  freigb^  double  commisuont^ 
insurances,  and  various  smaUec  charges  incidnu 
to  shipping  and  tian^rting  to  this  country  the 

Coducis  of  the  foreign  artisao,  a  moderaW  calcur 
lion  will  give  to  the  American  manulkctarer  aa 
advantage  of  ibrty  per  cent  If,  to  this  immense 
advantage  over  the  European  compeiitor,  we  add 
the  cheap  terms  on  which  the  chief  necessaries  of 
lile— ^neal,  brea^  and  fuel — can  be  procured;  the 
abnndance  iu  which  the  raw  materials  are  pro- 
duced I  our  happy  exemption  from  the  whole  of 
that  frightful  oatalogueoi  oppressive  taxes,  which, 
barely  to  read,  maki^  the  American  citizen  shud- 
der, butunder  the  conlinualiy  accumulating  weight 
of  which  the  foreifu  artisan  must  labor  \  aad  still 
further,  on  the  authority  of  the  advocates  of  pro- 
tecting duties,  a  considerable  capital  unemployed, 
and  numerous  laborers  starving  in  idleness,  ana 
you  exhibitaseriesof  advantaeeson  thesideof  the 
American  manu&cturer  which  would  seem  Xa  put 
competition  in  our  own  market  entiiety  out  of  the 

Siestion.  If,  with  such  overwhelming  oddsinhis 
vor,  the  American  declineB  to  compete  with  Ihe 
foreiga  mBQufacttnw,  we  most  conclude  eitbet  4iat 
cajatal  is  waatinr  to  fit  him  out  for  the  bid,  w  he 
scMns  the  cmtidaation  of  such  profits  as  wooM 
satisfy  his  opfKHient.  If  the  former  conclnsion  be 
trn&  It  demonstntlestbeimproprierrofattenytting 
at  this  time  to  force  manu&ctnree  by  law ;  for,  a* 
capital  is  essentially  necessary^  and  cannot  be 
fwced  by  law,  we  bad  better  await  its  alow  growth, 
fijom  the  gradual  opoation  of  the  usual  causea; 
and  whenever  it  anives  at  suffiaient  maKtitv. 
maiM&etureB  will  follow  without  fowe.    But  1^ 
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awi 


OB  the  other  buA,  car  d 


APFINIHiSL 


t  of  S^Mt9  ct^  MipDrtSp 


iwl  a«eiimnlMion  of  moderau  ivdStta,  . 
n^colAUy  to  yon  wisdom  the  mfmiej  of  tob- 
jectiDS  *D  Urge  »  wrtion  of  your  feUow-ohiseBB 
t«  micb  OBKUMaole  cttpiditr>-^  ^i»9  thtm  nt 
tbtncNy  of  nnaMoejaUon  who  {eomwtitioB  be- 
ins  nmoved)  will  soknget  oouida  tne  intnnne 
vdoe  of  am  utiekt  oi  wSai  priee  wonU  tffinl  * 
fair  profit  to  the  maiiufacturer,  but  how  much  tbe 
MccHiiiee  of  the  eoBNoei:  would  «uible  then  to 
cxton-  Of  ihii  iprnt,  weh»d  *  wrf&tiwt  apotknai 
4i>i>r  Of  I^e  WBT  with  Gnat  Britsto. 

In  reply  to  these  acpuiteato,  we  tre  lold  that 
aaay  anauftctariBg  eitelilitlimmts  have  bets 
rained  for  want  of  protecting  dKiea.  We  doubt 
not  iha&clofnuBi  bat  we  men  thaadaidii  the 
oante  awiipwd  fbf  it.  We  MronglT  nupaet  that, 
ea  a  fail  iavestigataon,  moat  of  the  uilmim  auty  he 
uoooMedforrerydiwreMly.  Forinitaaee:  1m. 
By  qaiharkiin  itt  baniaen  oa  fioiitiaui  eai»Mti; 
tke  KnUm  nmll  of  irindt  left  the  adTsinnn,  as 
(hey  originally  were,  withoM  fond*.  2d.  Bngii|p- 
JDg  in  ipeaulatJDaa  VDOonneeted  with  thaiT  fiKXo- 
tiei^  and,  by  the  ftihne  of  thet^  roiaiaK  tbwr 
artabbibmemtk  3d.  FMmlh«iIBIlattaMeofgr(n^' 
iBf  neh^  by  the  gradual  aocanNtlKtioB  of  moonste 
gum,  ■iHtmlatiag  tltaa  to  attcmtpt  eaiabliihiMBti 
"    Mmba- 


and  pr^ecU  berond  their  mean*.    Few,  wa  b»- 
UeTegoTthoM  who  oonmsDcedwidt  teal  ea  " 
and  pmaied  their  hitHBCM  prodoitly,  hare 


J  impfore  theii  fottnae*.  The  gnater  part  of 
tbi»  deacriptifm  of  peraoae  achaowledge,  with  ho&- 
eat  candor,  th&t  ibey  are  nSeieatly  pniecicA 
But,  a*  we  hare  forced  none  of  our  feUow-citixeaa 
to  eMbark  their  caintalt  ia  the  pteaaiiona  tpecnla* 
IMB  oleitabli^i^  m«  »»^mT  ■■  y  <■>■  ^p  befiiM 
thieir  time ;  nay,  »a  they  have  vohmtnily  inrolred 
IhevwlTea  in  ninona  projecti  not  from  patriotia 
iMtires,  bnt  views  pwelj  edfiik,  and  Ibundad  on 
the  Ulacioaa  prospect  of  •  pfolraeted  wav,  we  tec 
no  r«aao«  why  they  sbonld  call  upon  us  to  rein* 
■late  than  by  a  heavy  nenficeiand  thiL  too,  at  a 
time  when  it  is  with  the  utBtoet  difficalty  any  of 
OB  can  fulfil  our  own  penonal  engagcmentij  and 
many  ai«  redoced  to  the  nneniiy  of  laeri  Being 
'^  't  pnqiarty  to  satisfy  their  creditors.  Under 
ehopo"^ '"      " 


raacawlmnee  againK  any  incnaae 

yond  (he  necesMry  ezpeoKB  of  our  QoTemment 

One  brorite  anvmeat  inatitcd  on  by  the  man- 
n&oturera  is  bo  ofinsire  a  libel  oo  the  great  body 
of  the  American  pecqtle,  that  i»n^ign«twM  ^iQ  not 
mfier  n>  (o  pass  it  nnnoticed-,  to  wit,  that  the  ea- 
taUishment  of  home  mann&Maea  is  neeewy  to 
keep  the  people  firm  o  their  dnty  ia  time  of  wu. 
Tlios,  more  than  inainualing  that  the  millions  of 
independent  hi^-raiaded  argrkdtarists  who  peo* 
pie  our  exteonre  territory,  ooastitoting  al  onoe 
the  wide  and  the  strowifa  of  ike  nation,  are  to  be 
Iwifbl  the  Taloe  <tf  inupeitdenoe,  and  the  aeeca. 
■ity  af  sdMefenee,  by  the  apentjou  (tf  an  in- 
coariderable  nondm  of  mannlhcOmrs  scattered 
through  the  counlry. 

In  every  nation,  with  irtioee  internal  aAnrs  we 


e  landed  iaicMA'liaa 


been  peexeihial  f«  libeaauiy,  in  eompaiisaa  wi 

-her  ebas)  and  we  pirndly  bcUeve  thadi 

>twe  uiive  when  the  Amenean  yeoman  « 


any  c 

will! 


deftnee  of  the  indcpsstdenea  or  honor  o  .._. 
eoontn;  irtile,  if  "700  hot  tooeh  a  bristle  oftfie 
nannueloniii-  intarest,  the  whole  sty  ii  ia  an  v^ 
rDnr."  Wewrah  not  tobaplacednaidw  »p^  pro- 
tections,  espeeially  when,  their  prajecta  Ibr  saitoy 

oniedbythecqireHionaFtbaalatBiag 

^t  ihey  ewstder  the  elaoticn  of  a 


and  thus  bnng 


a  RnpresoMMiTC  af  the 

.     .    .  „     eampaxiMQwaAaqaesh 

lion  on  the  Mmsatien  ef  druggete,  ealioo,  and 

paahnivcB. 

The  speeioai 

wnntsbyoorownlidKn^andu  ^     _ 

iaahta  ovadTesAom  the  oditr  members  of  die  h»- 
man  fiunily,  wa  hxA  iqun  asa  mcae  phaolGiB,  co»- 

S'lredi^Mr  the  pvrpoee  ol  huing^as  iBtoapra^ 
ibitory  nrstem.  Covld  sooh  m  tmaa  be  lealBed, 
we  woidit  deprecate  its  influraice  as  ofaally  he»- 
liln  to  the  advanta  of  aeieoce  and  dta  domain  of 
lihsrty.  We  do  not  envy  the  condition  ef  ih* 
Chinese,  the  oaAf  foofke  completely  ahandnaad  W 
ths  ohimm ;  ammgst  nduon  science  Ims  beat  1^ 
tct^tade  fbt  a  thooanod  ymn,  the  whole  aactsiaa 
of  the  faoBBan  miad.  ronned  to  Aa  saprila  twoK 
of  hBitaaion,aiid  man  deg^radcdtoa<stMe«f  a^feet 
jroeclfing^Teiv.  CnanMie  the  timid  davo«t«w> 
mg Ihnntgh  sfaaiiowsin  ns cfaaMy  jnalh, withtta 


luns  Di  icB  Di  IBB  amic  cirele,  pssMtrating  to  the 
antipodes,  and  CMa^ed  ander  the  frozen  serpent  of 
the  Sondi."  "  Yet  we  know  that  he  has  not  been 
squeezed  into  this  hardy  form,  or  inhaled  dm 
daring  spirit  from  the  constraints  of  a  watchful  and 
snsra^us  Qovemment,  but  that,  through  a  wise 
and  salMary  ne^ect,  a  gcnerotu  nalnreluta  been 
suffered  to  take  its  own  war  to  ^rfecdou.  We  are 
firmly  persuaded  that  the  best  mterests  of  men  and 
of  nations  are  promoted  by  free  and  extensive  in- 
tercourse one  with'  another.  The  great  object  of 
nations  oovht  to  b^  to  proeore  the  greaiesi  poniUe 


qaantityofprodacewith  the  least  poseiMeexMndi-' 
twe  of  liJxw  and  of  oapilaL  This  can  be  ofeated 
only  by  pemJtting  IJM  psopia  to  imrcbaaa  ui^  a*. 
tiolea  as  they  oan  buy  ch^pcr  than  thay  ea>  M- 
ricate.  Thos  would  be  prodacad  a  most  unr»- 
stiieMd  state  ef  commerce,  pecatitting  every 
country  to  employ  its  capiial  and  indoaHy  to  the 
greatest  advanla^  in  devoling^  them  to  pannitt 
adapted  to  the  soil  and  climate  of  eaeh^  and  oon- 
sonant  with  the  geniiis  of  their  respective  iababr 

For  these,  and  other  ooasideratioBs  equally  aageo  t, 
yow  manoviidists  [eel  themselves  constiaiMd  U 
renonstrata  against  the  preteasioBs  of  the  manor- 
fietarug  inlescst,  as  of  a  highly  daageiom  ten- 
dency, whMhegt  eoBsidered  with  reject  to  then 
influence  on  onr  Govtmmant,  by  e^hlisbiBg  the 
^eeadant  of  ini«sting  oas  class  with  pcmliar 
privileges  and  immunities  at  the  expense  of  the 
resb— a  meaaore  pregnant  with  the  most  ftufill 
-         — with  theptln- 
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oiples  of  JQstice  as  incompttible  wilh  the  spirit  of 
ooifreeConsiiiDiioD;  tbeirtradencf  to  demoralize 
our  people,  bf  the  iDtrodnction  uf  smDgglitig — ao 
■Til  insqwrabJe  from  high  protecting  dutin,  aod 
one  from  which  the  united  oavjes  of  Europe  and 
America  could  Dot  guard  a  cobbI  h.^  eitraaive  as 
MiTS ;  or  tbcir  efi«cl  on  our  revenue,  already  dimio- 
iafaed  by  proteciing  duties,  wilboul  producing  any 
correspODdiog  energy  od  the  part  of  our  manufac' 
tnrera,  and  which,  if  further  diminiBhed  by  an 
increase  of  tariff,  and  bs  diverting  capital  from  the 
purchase  of  public  lands,  must  necessarily  call  for 
a  syslem  of  mtemal  taxation  ;  in  the  praent  Mate 
of  our  afiain,  productive  of  incatculable  distreaa. 
C<HDmerce  muit  decline  under  »uch  a  system} 
with  its  decline  our  seamen  must  jliminiiih ;  and 
mn  gallant  Nary,  after  achicTing  more  than  our 
fimdent  hopes  could  anticipate,  dwindle  into  iniig- 
nificance.  This  sacrifice,  too,  we  are  called  upon 
to  make,  that  out  manufacturers  may  be  enaued 
to  furnish  us  with  cottons  aad  woollens  fifty  per 
eeni.  higher  than  w«  could  procure  them  in  a  ror- 


anbject,y( 
lection  be 


your  memorialists 


Mgn  markeL 

Wilhthis  viewof  tbei  , 
pray  that  no  further  proieclion  be  granted 
nfactarea,  exc^ing  such  as  in  your  wisdom  you 
deem  essenliil  for  national  defence ;  and  that  the 
eiisting  duties  be  so  reduced,  as  to  produce  the 
greatest  poxsible  revenue.  And  we  revert  to  our 
original  prayer,  to  be  lefk  to  ourselves  to  disemt^r- 
rass  OUT  own  afiairs,  without  being  called  on  to 
repair  the  losses  of  any  other  class,  sliU  less  to  ad- 
TROcs  them  to  wealth  and  ptrwer  at  the  expense  of 
the  best  interests  of  the  American  people. 
JOHN  PEGRAld, 

PnMmtoflhttkltgcMim. 

Edmurd  R&rFiH,  Aentary. 


[Communicatdd  to  tba  Saoate,  Januai;  18,  1820.] 

To  tht  Senate  and  Houae  of  JtepretetHativta  of  the 

United  Slaleg  in  CimgrtM  amtmbltd.- 

The  memorial  of  the  Society  of  Paper  Makers 
of  the  Slates  of  Peonsytrania  and  Delaware,  re- 
spectfully showelh,  that  at  a  time  when  the  econo- 
\oy  of  the  United  Stales,  in  all  its  various  branches 
of  manafBcture,  presses  itself  upon  the  public  at- 
tention b]r  the  extreme  injury  it  sustains,  your 
memorialists  are  impelled,  by  the  deplorable  state 
of  that  which  tbey  particularly  represent,  to  ask 
for  the  patronage  and  assistance  of  the  National 
L^islature. 

Your  memoriatiats  believe  there  are  some  pecu- 
liar features  in  Ibis  mannfaclore  which,  if  bnowu 
will  entitle  it  to  the  attention  of  Congress.  And 
they  hope  to  be  allowed  lo  mention  some  general 
facts  respecting  the  American  manufaetares  which 
•re  needful  to  a  full  view  of  their  own. 

Yonr  memorialists  represent  a  manufacture 
which  arose  in  thexe  States  at  an  early  period  of 


saving  of  a  raw  matmal  which  offered  no  inter- 
fereoce  to  agriculture  or  commerce,  tbey  conceive 
has  always  been  so  much  gained  in  &toi  of  its 
economy  and  indui'tiy.  The  arts  depending  npon 
it  render  it  necessary  to  almost  every  branch  of 
improvement,  as  the  printing  of  books,  mapa, 
charts,  prints,  newspapers,  &c.,  which  materially 
promote  the  extension  of  knowledge,  the  advance- 
ment of  education,  and  the  various  purposes  of  the 
State. 

In  an  object  of  such  extensire  eonsumpiion,  we 
cannot  avoid  bringing  into  view  the  amount  which 
must  have  been  savM  to  the  nation  for  a  period  of 
one  hundred  years  fay  the  use  of  a  domestic  mate- 
rial which  must  otherwise  have  been  lost ;  and  1^ 
the  employment  of  the  youth  of  both  sexes  in  a 
manufacture  which  haa  been  more  productive 
tban  even  agriculture  itself;  the  importation  of 
which  would  bare  required  the  country  to  pay 
large  sums  annually  for  the  refuse  materials  and 
industry  of  foreign  nations  instead  of  its  own. 

The  paper,  in  common  wilh  several  of  our  man- 
ufactures, was  protected  previous  to  the  Revolu- 
tion by  the  general  efiecl  of  the  English  laws  in 
favor  of  its  national  industry;  for,  although  they 
offered  no  encouragement  to  us  to  come  into  com- 

Cition  with  manufactures  abroad,  tbey  secured 
to  general  interference  the  beoefil  of  our  home 
market. 

These  domestic  estaUishments  were  of  great 
importance  during  the  Revolution,  when  the  im- 
portations ceased.  The  security  arising  from  the 
war  contributed  much  to  their  improvement,  uid 
continued  after  the  peace  of  1783,  in  consequence 
of  the  limited  intercourse  with  Europe.  During 
the  long  period  of  the  European  war  many  of  our 
manufacium  were  preserved  by  the  inlerruption 
to  those  of  the  Continent,  and  the  heavy  charges 
of  shipment;  so  that  from  their  first  orisin  until 
the  late  treaty  they  experienced  a  virtoaT  protec- 
tion, and  were  prevented  from  being  exposed  to 
ruin  by  the  effect  of  the  laws  made  by  foreign 
Qovernments  to  promote  their  commerce  and  the 
extension  of  their  trade. 

After  this  time  an  unlimited  intocourse  took 
place  with  distant  nations,  without  regard  to  the 
important  effects  it  would  produce  upon  our  do- 
mestic arraneements  and  economy ;  and  it  was 
not  foreseen  toat  when  the  policy  of  every  natimi 
of  Europe  prevented  a  use  to  us  of  their  markets 
whenever  our  products  come  into  collision  with 
theirs,  we  were  at  all  times  exposed  to  an  intro- 
duction of  their  manufactured  articles,  not  for  our 
re^lar  wants,  but  as  a  vent  for  such  goods  as  they 
might  have  in  excess.  This  had  an  effect  to  para- 
lyze the  internal  industry  of  the  country  in  a  man- 
ner never  before  experienced  since  its  settlement; 
and  it  has  placed  us  in  the  situation  of  several  of 
the  countnes  of  Europe  whose  manutaciures  bad 
become  superseded  by  those  of  a  rival  nation  which 
had  acted  under  Ihe  patronage  and  encouragement 
of  its  own  CiovernmeDt.  This,  without  affordinga 
regular  supj^y,  eventually  creates  dependence  fat 
necessaries  abroad,  by  the  destruction  of  the  pro- 
ductive objects  of  national  wealth. 
Yoor  memorialists  beg  leave  to  represent  that 
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an  effect  of  this  kind  ia  easily  prodaced ;  for  aa 
manufactures  become  orgaaized.tbe  raw  materials 
of  tbe  coantiy  are  always  enhanced  by  competi- 
tion, and  the  prices  of  goods  reduced  so  that  they 
Tield  little  more  (ban  a  tare  liviw ;  the  economy  of 
itusiness  then  aflbrding  ilu  chief  emolomeoL  Of 
course,  an  interference  in  the  borne  market  pro- 
duces ruin  10  the  regular  cstabUibments,  by  taking 
awav  tbe  sale  of  the  goods ;  creatCE  in  theii  place 
similar  ones  abroad,  to  snpply  the  couDtry;  aod 
(ubjects  it  in  future  to  pay  advantageous  if  not 
esorbitant  prices,  withoat  aSbrdtag  a  value  to  the 
law  materials  of  the  country,  or  funkiahing  its 
labor. 

It  appears  from  the  conduct  of  the  nations  sur- 
roondiDg  us  that  this  efiect  has  been  well  uuder- 
•lood,  and  they  hate  found  thai  tbe  employment 
of  the  people  in  mauufoetures,  with  tbe  aid  of  ma- 
chinery, gives  the  means  of  boying  from  neigh- 
boring agricoliural  naiiooB  more  agricullunl  pro- 
ducts than  the  same  number  of  people  could  raise 
oa  their  own  soil  at  home,  and  tnat  tbe  difierence 
is  again  in  favor  of  their  nationai  wealth.  Prom 
this  princijde  they  have  confined  the  people  to  the 
eoiunmption  of  tne  manufactured  products  of  the 
nation,  in  preference  (o  buying  those  of  a.  foreign 
one,  even  at  a  lower  price ;  because  the  payment 
takei  out  of  the  country  the  full  manufactured 
price,  including  both  cost  and  profit;  whereas,  if 
the  articles  ete  madeat  home,  the couniryteceivn 
all  the  profit  of  manufacture,  which  is  so  much 
added  to  its  national  stock;  and  though  the  oon- 
Mjmer  may  pay  something  more  for  the  domestic 
■.rticles  he  bay  use  in  consequence  of  protectiug 
duties,  yet  as  these  will  not  amount  to  the  prou 
on  the  manufacture  of  the  goods,  the  difference 
gained  to  the  country  is  in  lavqr  of  its  improve- 
ment; and  it  is  more  than  made  up  to  the  con- 
sumer in  the  benefit  derived  either  in  raising  the 
materiaU,  tbe  employment  of  the  people^  tbe  in- 
crease of  industry,  the  benefit  to  agriculture,  the 
circulation  of  moaey,  or  in  tbe  full  ue  of  all  the 
natural  advantages  of  the  country. 

While  tbe  introduction  of  manufactures  pre- 
vents this  injurious  exchange,  iheir  ealabJiahment 
at  home  must  increase  a  population  to  consume 
tbeproduci  to  great  advantage. 

The  local  situations  for  mills  and  faetoricB  oo- 


men  and  children.  This  gives  a  product  of  Mar 
one  thoDitand  doUaia  per  head  per  year,  the  mate^ 
rial  in  this  case  being  a  clear  gain.  It  i»,  there- 
fore, a  far  greater  amount  than  could  possibly  be 
obtained  bv  the  employment  of  the  same  prapls 
on  the  lana.    Now,  as  the  nation  would  have  to 

Cy  this  amount  for  paper  from  abroad,  it  would 
ve  to  send  abroad  the  produce  of  at  least  foor 
thousand  people,  employed  upon  the  land  to  ob- 
tain ii,  even  were  the  prices  not  raised  in  oonse* 
quence  of  our  dependence  upon  them. 

The  rising  eaiabtishmenu  of  tbe  conn trv  have 
mffered  from  the  effect  of  ihesysiem  pursoen^  and 
we  believe,  if  they  bad  been  timely  guarded  m  the 
manner  they  havebeenabroad,  sobs  to  lake  the  ad- 
vantage of  their  prosperity,  they  would  have  pre- 
served their  standing,  and  have  been  ni>w  a  great 
support  to  tbe  nation,  to  its  agricoltare,  and  to  the 
Qoveroment. 

A  view  of  the  prooness  of  the  mannfkenire 
abroad  will  give  us  an  Qlnrtration  of  the  princi|de. 

"The  art  of  making  paper  was  brought  from 
China  into  Persia  in  tbe  sevenib  century,  intro- 
daced  inm  Spain,  by  tbe  Arab*,  the  eighth  or 
tenth;  it  passed  into  France  and  into  Qenaanr 
in  1313,  and  last  of  all  into  England,  in  1330 
and  1342."« 

"  Before  the  year  1690,  there  was  scarcely  any 
other  kind  of  paper  made  in  Englaod  hot  the  coarse 
brown  sort ;  oot  the  vrar  with  France  coming  ooi 
occasioning  duties  on  foreign  paper,  the  Prenoh 
Protestant  refugees  settled  in  England  chiefiy,  and 
the  English  artificers  also,  began  to  make  white 
writing  and  printing  papers,  which  were  brongfat 
to  BO  great  a  perfection  for  beauty  and  elegBnce,as 
iperwde  tne  importations  of  tne  continental  pa- 
■■"■''  '  lionE.  These,  it  was 
France  alone  of  <me 
trlin^  Bimnally ;  and 


des  of  the  easiest  and  most  profitable  description, 
which  could  not  bear  the  expense  of  carriage; 
they  give  an  immediate  value  to  his  property,  to 
be  paid  in  barter  for  his  demands  upon  the  manu- 
ftcturer.  The  raw  material,  whether  it  be  wool, 
■ton,  re^  leather,  or  wood,  or  the  many  wants  a 
population  requires,  are  new  objects  free  from  the 
expense  of  the  labor  of  carriage,  which  takes  place 
in  transporting  them  to  animcertain  sale  in  a  dis- 
tant market. 

Your  memorialists  refer  the  application  of  these 
general  remarks  to  their  business.  This  has  yielded 
tram  the  factories  within  forty  miles  of  Philadel- 
l^ia  a  manofaciared  amount  of  eight  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  a  year,  by  which  it  has  employed 
■iiM  hundred  and  fifty  persona,  half  of  than  iro- 


pers  into  (be  British  di 
said,  saved  a  remittance 
hundred  thousand  poundi 


wants,  to  export  large  amounts  ol 
pers  to  foreign  markets,  which  had  previously  been 
supplied  from  the  ContinenL't 

Tbe  protection  which  tbe  manufaclures  have 
since  received  in  England,  added  to  the  seiMtifie 
skill  of  the  people,  bas  carried  it  to  a  hi^er  de- 
gree of  perfection  than  any  other  nation  of  Enrop^ 
so  thai  they  have  had  a  genoal  preference  aM 
afibrd  one  of  her  advantages  of  obtaining  tbe  pro- 
ducts of  other  nations  by  the  employment  of  her 
people. 

The  duty  on  papers  taken  into  England  has 
remained  fctr  a  long  lime,  by  the  tariff  at  nineteen 
pence  sterling  per  pound,  and  a  drawback  of  three 
pence  per  pound  la  allowed  on  the  export  of  bCT 
own  paper,  which  is  equal  to  the  excise  laid  on 
that  consumed  at  home ;  so  that  it  appears  the  ad- 
vantages derived  from  the  employment  of  the  peo- 
ple have  not  been  retarded,  evea  when  in  oompe- 
titlon  with  the  revenue. 

Bat  we  have  bad  lo  contend  alike  against  the 
mauufactures  of  England  and  those  of  Ue  Conti- 
nent ;  for  while  the  improvements  in  this  cotutry 
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US  to  nakeMMC  of  a  Eupetior  qualtty .  to 
with  tbe  fiD^iBli  p^Bi  we  bare  haa  to 
oo  II  undet  a  eompetition  wiUi  the  prices  of  the 
low  qaalitiea  of  ibe  jnpen  from  Fnaoe,  Spain, 
wd  Ilaljr }  which  beiog  exduded  from  Bnglaod, 

e  MM  hoe,  and  (Maioed  a  nle  from  their 

when  ihetrqualitr  woald  not  hare  corn- 


own  laws  MTcrally  protected  ihnn  at  home, 
in  oae  of  which  the  expert  has  been  ereii  promoted 
hy  a  bouaty.  This  woold  bctm  have  taken  efiect 
Mt  ■■u>i^c  otin«tT«s,  sad  it  afibrds  at  once  a  Blrik- 
lag  inttaAce  of  the  mean  oaed  to  export  ihar  aat- 
l^w  products,  and  to  contend  with  each  other  for 
tbe  adravt^  of  a  diataot  market.  Nor  have  the 
Variout  ohjeetc  of  the  couHtry  been  proMoted  by 
this  competition. 

The  rarawie  cAtained  haa  not  beau  cpnattajthle ; 
fnr.allhoagh  iaage  qnaatiliwof  low  iidrad  paper, 
ftom  Ffanoc,  Spam,  and  haly,  hare  tnm  import- 
«i,  M  as  to  ptr*«Dt  the  demsoda  opon  wa  fac* 
torict,  and  to  unieipale  the  conannptioa  of  the 
iMMUf  Tery  gmtly,  ih^  ham  come  m  M  oUeeti 
of  apewlatea,  eharged  low  to  yieU  vny  little  ad 
wdaKih  duty  j  the  collusion  of  duties  beingi  a  \taA- 
ioffOKMiTe  for  inportiDg  tbem. 

Uv  oaBMMict  Du  not  recai«ed  omeh  beM«6t,  for 
MpCM  which  have  been  brangfat  fiom  tlie  south  of 
BiifOfie  ba>e  not  civea  near  so  great  en  enudoy 
ta  our  vesacb  aa  Uie  eame  amount  of  capital  in* 
vested  IB  rasa  from  theneewouidhaTedone,if  oor 
paper  manntaatureis  at  hone  had  been  protected ; 
for  in  IhiE  oase  Ae  import  of  (be  ma  anJke  tared 
paper  woi^  have  been  aoperaeded  by  tbe  rags, 
wiich  wonU  have  beena  great  object  of  oomiHiT- 


Nor  have  our  internal  demands  been  usefntly 
Wfflifd.  Paper  is  not  only  oonramed  for  writing, 
bat  for  books,  mape^  newspaHerB,  prints,  Slo.;  m- 
i^pMiTely  rtqairiu  a  particobr  style  for  tbe  yari- 
ous  orders,  which  these  BnrnpMn  papers  conld  not 
»«ct,  ooT  would  hene  been  ased  excqn  from  an 
mtreBa  tedaetioa  of  price ;  and  ftey  have  ia  a 
ilinnaiii  i  retarded  ihe  adnncetttat  in  our  oriB. 
Whea  WK  place  thoe  ooiuidttaiiom  with  that  of 
thair  CDni^i  in  dirtet  iaterfefeaoewttb  the  whole 
qrsMa  of  otu  domestic  iodaatcy  and  prodnot,  liw 
•aerUca  t^  oat  impnnreneataad  labor  with  that 
of  the  very  great  expenditures  and  investmeats  o( 
Bill,  '■■■Mmls,  and  peojile,  and  rretyspiait  of 
avbitioa  lo  fcriog  das  Ihisukbs  as  an  obiaet  luder 
ihc'Setnuity  of  a  home  watiktt,  we  may  faMy  state 
tW  Ion  RoOahied  not  only  to  have  been  private 
bat  natioaaL 

-  Your  mcaiorialists,  thoetee,  beg  leave  to  eall 
t^e  atttDikm  of  your  honorable  Ix^y  lo  interpose 
for  oor  relief. 

We  possess  fully  the  meaas  lo  soR^y  die  eoo' 
amnpUon  of  the  United  States  wiui  paper,  the 
doBMtttc  saving  of  oar  own  soil,  which  woold 
otherwise  be  loss  to  the  cnamanity,  of  a  quality 
eijual  to  that  of  any  other  country  on  earUi,  en- 
tirely adapted  to  evoy  demand  of  use  or  elqpuce. 
That  in  a  state  of  foir  tiade  we  will  be  aUa Reex- 


port a  considerable  eaoe»  of  mano&ctarid  paper 
Co  Booth  America,  and  many  dthcr  cannttus 
where  the  arts  have  not  advanced  as  far  as  bere. 
That,  therefore,  all  foreign  supjdy  e  not  only  unii&- 
cesMiry,  btic  injutkus.  That  it  has  effertM  not  a 
fair  rivalthip,  oat  to  giveovnwiidmingqnantitiea 
of  paper  opon  os,  ordered  npoa  ^reculatioa,  and 
sold  at  aoetion,  which  has  drawn  off  oar  weaMi, 
aiu]  openued  to  the  diMomwcment  of  the  emola- 
tion  and  induAry  wfaidi  wodd  have  arisen  by  tbe 
entployiiMDt  Of  oor  capilaU  at  home. 

The  eHtabliihmenls  which  have  been  long  in 
operation  faave  dbrded  the  putiic  every  adTtra- 
tage  of  competilioD,  which  has  redaced  the  priee 
o£  paper  to  ihe  ctsiramet  as  low  as  anywhere  in 
the  world ;  amd  yrae  it  even  to  advance,  would 
tend  to  an  improvement  of  tbe  arts,  and  ^ee 
''  foodog  with  Bnglaiul  and  other 


faraDches  of  sownce,  tending  ti    , 

and  ia^ovement,  are  cMects  of  national  e 

agement,  from  which  the  people  deriv«  so  pra- 
enioent  an  advantage. 

Tbe  disbict  wc  nwcEait  o8«ts,  we  thiak,  a 
comparative  view  of  the  sute  of  thb  manufketare 
in  the  coimlry  at  large.  In  this  there  are  erected 
sevcntv  p^er  mills,  which  were  in  fidl  opt 
until  tne  importatbns  after  the  late  a 
there  w  ■     -    '■ 

omploying.  ome  hundred  and  fifty  persons  at  an- 
nual watres  of  two  hundred  and  seventeen  thou- 
sand dotlBrs,  consuming  anaaally  3,600  tons  of 
rags,  valae  (1860,000,  and  prodaoing  about  9800^ 
000  worth  of  papa  a  veai ;  and  mim  the  canes 
we  havementioaedwe  find  now  diat  there  rtraain 
hut  asventaen  vats  at  work,  wkoae  annual  amowtt 
of  wages  is  4145,000,  and  prodnction  il36,000i 
kaving  unemployed  seven  uundred  and  seventy- 
five  pirsaas  to  seiek  other  means  of  living,  with  a 
loss  10  tbe  commanity  of  2,12S  tons  of  rags  mt- 
conanmed,  whicfa  would  hare  produced  a  savins 
of  $212,000  in  raw  materials,  andamauafactored 
amount  of  98&1^000. 

Your  memonalisiB  cannot  Inn  state  that  the 
minooa  efibcta  produced,  as  we  have  vepreaeated, 
would  be  as  severely  feii  by  the  Gtovemtneut  at 
ouraelvesj  shoDld  it  be  foana  aeedfol  to  t4ly  upon 
Datkaal  mdustry  for  soppc^t;  and  we  cannot  tMi 
bring  into  view  the  aid  derived  fVnn  tbe  papet 
eMaalisbments,  and  the  amomi  of  riie  inlemid 
tales  collected  during  tbe  war,  vrhon  they  wen 
an  avaUina  source  of  ineoiDH. 

In  this  distiicc,  the  mills  dien  in  active  cpcta- 
cion  paid,  at  ao  average,  twohuodred  dollars  lo  two 
hundred  and  fifty  annually,  per  vat ;  yieldmg  toge- 
aether  a  revcDue  of  twvnty  to  twen^-five  tbooaand 
dollars,  when  importations  afforded  none ;  and  we 
conceive  the  Gkrvemiaent  mny  form  an  estimate  of 
tbe  loss  to  the  counlry  from  that  which  the  reve- 
nue would  tnffer  between  tbe  income  deriredfrom 
ninety-five  vatiiafoll  employ,  and  the  aid  afforded 
by  tbe  security  of  onr  home  market,  eontrasted 
with  that  which  would  now  accnie  from  seven- 
teen vatB  oistiog  tmder  Ae  dqtresaion  from  tilling 
onr  matkei  with  the  prodiRe  of  foreign  nationa, 
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wfaiek  has  shnt  up  sevaBir-eighi  T«tt,left  oui  em- 
ploffln  uid  woitpeoplembtmued  tnd  dbidrited, 
while  WB  have  givm  out  rwonicei,  A»  mtnn] 
l«w«  of  cnar  own  eupport,  towanl  the  ntaUuh- 
nwBC  of  bouness,  and  the  crMtkw  of  rereoiMs  lo 
the  hBDds  of  natioiis  who  an  tb«  rirali  of  the 
oeuDtry  in  its  domestic  ta  wdl  ts  poUtieal  bd- 
vanlBgea. 

Year  sMiHorialisti  b«li«««  iher  h>T«  glna  a 
candid  «tatement  of  the  ^cts  whidi  they  haTe 
hroiiglit  before  you ;  they  can  only  nly  npon  the 
wisdom  of  the  GomniBeBl  to  guard  its  national 
interetts.  They  believe  then  cauae  to  be  motnafly 
involTod  with  that  of  Aair  oeantry-,  it  nmaiw 
with  its  OovenimHit  to  nrerent   '         -      -        • 


to  advantages  hare  laTt  us^  and  the  ihadaw  of  it 
oidytxiata.  They  trulybdMTesprateotion  grant- 
ed to  them  protects  tho*  fiur  the  piopaity  of  the 
nation;  that  diep^cyadoptedby  theetheiOoT- 
einnieitt  inthiseasewmildeecaRlbe  HaaereevUi 
Id  OB  which  it  has  done  to  dran ;  that  it  would 
rente  tM  independent  at  home,  w<Hild  enpli^  and 
enrieh  the  nation,  and  woirid  gire  u  a  nrptus 
idne  toexpwt  in  barta-  for  the  ^odoeii  of  foieig* 
eonniries,  oscf  ol  and  neeessny  to  o«r  wants. 

Yow  memmidirts  propose  a  dnty  of  twoitf- 
five  oenie  per  ponnd  on  sJl  writing,  printiDg,  and 
o^po-^ate  papas,  and  fifteen  ecots  per  pound 
on  alt  odien. 

Yonr  menu)rialiBU  reniaiD  with  great  respect. 
By  order  of  the  society. 

MARK  WILLCOX,  Pntidtnt. 
Thomas  Oilpik,  Sterttary. 

PaiLADELPRiA,  Jamtan/  15,  I8S0. 


fOHrrBOTION  TO  PRmTEfiS  OF  BOCNCa. 

[[ConunuDicatad  to  the  SeoaU,  Jaousij  36,  1S30.] 
Ta  tU  SmiOe  and  HoMt  ^  Sq^nttnieiivei  af  tbt 
UnitaiStaiao/Aiuerieettt  Coagretiaitembledi 
The  saboctibere,  inbabilanta  of  the  city  of  Phtl- 
^^hia,  beg  leave  lo  slate  ttwt  ihey  are  eaten- 
urdy  engaged  in  the  nisnuihcture  of  panted 
kraks,  a  brakoh  of  business  which  has  increaaed 
wMio  a  few  years  to  such  an  extoit  as  could  not 
havehaeb  sntiaipaied,andiuwhieh  tlisieisai  this 
Bumtent  as  mocb  cafsial  eniMed  as  would  suffioe  (o 
aDfwwtbedeianndiWaeittoDe  inereaaed  to  MUe 
its  i>tess»t  amoonL  As  an  eridoace  of  this,  thqr 
atate  the  fact  that  th(s«  ue  no  lea  than  fivo  FamUy 
Kbte,  and  nnniBtws  snuJler  ^ilca  and  Tesik> 
nnnlt,  kopt  canstantly  alandwg  in  type  in  this 
nnnin ;  that  a  la»c  Latin  Ihctionary  has  been 
itcenuy  stereotyped  in  Philadelphia,  and  an  Eng- 
lish one  in  New  York ;  and  refer  alao  to  the  n»- 
moioos  exlensive  worl^  lately  puUished,  or  now 
in  aeoorse  of  publicBtioii,  amooK  which  are  Rees's, 
Oregoy's.  and  EdinUug^  Encyclopedia*,  the 
EdinbarBh  and  CluarteT^  Reviews,  Hume  and 
SnoUett^  En^tmd,  (three  editiiMis,^  Gibbon's 
Rome,  (two  editions,)   Rritiah  Classics,  British 


Poea,  Hattsey's  Uoirersal  History,  £c.  dco. ;  and 
also  to  the  cucttmitance  that  there  are  five  type 
fottodries  in  the  United  Stales,  oapable  of  ptn- 
dndng  types  to  almost  any  extent. 

ll  1ms  attained  ita  ptceent  height  without  the  aid 
of  hi^  daties  f  the  highest,  enSpt  during  the  war, 
ever  mpMod,  Msn^  IS  per  eeaL,)  and  would  not 
now  reqnire  proteotion  against  tnporiaiions  legn- 
lailymade;  tatthepresentalateota&iisin Great 
Mlain  having  lessened  the  dtsnand  for  books  therfc 
many  pcntate  in  that  coiutry  have  been  indaced 
to  turn  their  attention  to  the  United  States,  to  ob- 
tain a  vent  for  their  publicatioss. 

ta  eoDM^tKnee,  dieie  are  great  qaantitiea,  and 


of  very  inbior  qnalicy,  sent  oM  for  the  puipaae  of 
being  diMoaed  of  in  this  cesmOy  by  Hibsenptiflsk, 
detivanhlB  in  nmnhm,  by  which  method  the  par- 
ehaacEs  are  deluded  into  a  belief  that  Iherve  ob- 
taining them  at  lower  prices  than  tlw  oonld  be 
procured  of  danaestic  manaliietiiTe ;  whereas  tlia 
eontiuy  is  the  fteL  These  books  nre  diifwaod  of 
%  hawken^  (all  of  whom  are  lotaigncra,  and  p«y 
nothiag  whatever  fsr  the  argipoit  of  tba  QmmA 
e>  Stale  Chnemmnts,)  vrko  an  traversiag  the 
whole  oonntrv,and  oktaiitim;  snbscriho*  to*^aM 
extsDt;  thereby  destroying  the  hnsiness  of  the  r^ 
ohv  tmder,  whether  flaannfiKturer  or  impoMi. 
They  ai«  frequently  shaped  U  Ais  ooOMry  in 
w^afmswigloMl  manner  as  to  be  pasaad  at  thn 
caMon-hoases  for  little  more  than  wnaie  paper; 
twepail  oivoliUMof  n  wovk  being  afanped  Oyaae 
pott^awLthereiiisuadeilo  another,  tbermyd^and- 
ii>g  the  revenne  of  «lmo«t  the  ndiole  duly ;  the 
books  faettig  appraised  as  imperfeet,  aad  thenfofe 
oflilileviaue. 

Your  memoriatisis  believe  that  it  can  only  be 
necessary  to  suue  tbe  faet,  that,  from  the  best  in- 
formation they  can  oblain,  there  have  been  recently 
imported  nol  less  than  seven  or  eight  hundred 
thousand  nnmbers  <^  a  Pamibr  BilA,  (while  a* 
the  same  time  then  wttt,  aa  Mhte  stated,  not  tese 
than  fire  Family  Bibles,  one  of  morable  types, 
and  fourofEtereotype  plates,  existing  Id  this  coun- 
try, with  a  capital  sumcient  to  supply  almost  ten 
times  the  present  demand  for  that  book,)  to  coir- 
vince  yoa  of  the  necessity  of  adopting  a  system 
that  will  ^ve  protectioii  to  this  branch  of  mann- 
faelUKa,  without  which  thsie  will  be  a  most  dele- 
Urioas  cflbct  produced  upon  it,  which  wiU  very  so- 
ri»nsly  aAot  the  type  founders,  papermaker*,  prta^ 
en,  mana&eMaeia  of  karther,  bookbindere,  gold- 
faaatets,  cn^vKvers^  dte. ;  in  all  of  which  branchaa 
ifaa  eonily  n,  w«  beliave,  fully  equal  to  the  demand. 

Tour  menorialists  bdiev«  that  when  your  boa- 
onUe  body  take  into  oonsideration  the  pcnrnftd 
effect  fvoduoed  in  flii%btening  the  great  tody  of 
the  cMnmnnity  by  the  qoMUity  and  cbeapuess  of 
boohs,  mannfaetnrad  in  Ax  country,  wnaparoi 
with  what  wontd  have  been  the  effect  had  we  been 
depaodent  upon  Ehunpe  for  oar  suf^diffi,  bardenod 
with  Ihe  eipewee  of  frei^t.  &c.,  and  also  that 
everyarticlemadeoaeof  inthnbnsmess  iaentirely 
of  donuetie  maaobolnre,  and  tbe  great  nnmbn  of 
persons  whose  support  depends  wholly  upon  i^ 
yon  cannot  &il  to  see  the  prtqiriety  of  seonnng  tte 
aoeae  anrket  to  those  citizene  whohavn  embaikad 

Digitized  by  Google 


APPENDIX. 


U9S 


I  henatt  i)f  BiUUt. 


dictr  capital  in  it,  and  who  hsre  displayed  ai  n 
enta'pTlse  as  0117  other  part  of  tbe  commoiiity, 
without  exception. 

Your  memorialists,  aware  that  you  wouLj  feel 
indisposed  to  make  any  allenitioD  that  would  be 
likely  to  be  iojurioasto  the  causeof  liieTatuTe,arid 
belieriaKlhal  their  interests  and  those  of  literature 
ate  perKctly  reconcilable,  b^  leave  to  propose  ■ 
^a  by  which  they  believe  60th  will  be  served, 
It  is,  that  the  prMcnt  duty  of  fifteen  per  cenL 
on  bookB  be  repealed ;  that^  in  lien  thereof  there 
be  levied  on  them  a  specific  duly  of  thiny-three 
and  one-third  cents  per  potmd  weight ;  and  that, 
in  order  to  give  greater  encouragement  to  tbe  bu- 
■inen  of  bookbinding,  as  well  as  to  place  the  per- 
•on  who  imports  books  in  sheets,  with  a  view  ol 
Kaviag  them  bound  in  this  country,  on  an  equal 
footing  with  those  who  import  them  boand,  there 
be  a  duty  of  fifty  per  cent,  upon  the  binding  of 
irttataver  books  are  imported  in  that  state. 

Tbia  alteration  will  have  the  efiiKt  of  exclud- 
ing, almost  entirely,  the  common  articles,  of  whioh 
die  means  of  productioa  in  this  countiy  are  al- 
most unlimited,  and  in  the  mannfacture  of  which 
the  eompetiti(»i  ia  to  great  as  to  instue  an  ample 
supply  at  fair  prices;  and  will,  at  the  same  time, 
admit  at  a  fair  rate  of  duty  those  books  in  the 
higher  departments  of  literature  and  science,  for 
wnich  there  is  not  yet  a  sufficient  demand  to  war- 
rant priDting  them.  It  will  also  have  the  effect, 
which  is  greatly  to  be  desired,  of  preventing  dioae 
frauds  upon  the  revenue  which  have  been  practis- 
ed to  a  very  considerable  extent,  and  will  make 
all  importers  pay  the  same  duty  upon  the  san 

MATHEW  CAREY,  tad  atbtn. 
PHiLAtrELrata,  Jamutrp  10, 1B20. 


[Co  mmu  Dies  ted  to  the  Hans«,  Jinouy  31,  1B30.] 
To  tht  honorablt  the  Senale  and  Iht  Boom  o/Rmv 
Hatatittti  of  tht  Uaittd  Stala  of  America  in  Con- 
grcMM  aitembled  ; 

The  undersigned  niemoriaUiCs,  aMrcbaots  and 
iababitants  of  Salem,  in  the  CtMnmonwealth  of 
Uassachosellfi,  and  of  the  towns  in  its  vicinity, 
beg  leave  moat  resnectfully  to  represent:  That 
they  have  seen,  witn  nnfeigiLed  i^ret  and  aur- 
foitf  some  propositions  recmtly  InoQght  forward 
in  Gonpesa,  aaid  others  advocated  by  respectable 
portiaas  of  the  community,  which,  in  their  humUe 
opinions,  are  calculated  seriously  to  injure,  if  not 
evatoally  to  destroy,  some  of  the  most  important 
branches  of  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the 
United  States.  The  memorialists  have  not  the 
ilightest  intention  of  casling  any  imputation  of  un- 
worthy motives  upon  those, Tram  whom  on  this  oc- 
easioa  th^  feel  themselves  cwapelted  to  differ  in  the 
mostdecided manner.  Theyarereedy toadmittbat 
many  of  those  who  wereinciiuetl  to  revive  commer- 
cial prt^ibitions  and  restrictions,  and  to  chan^ 
taake  of  the  fundamental  rules  of  o —  " ' 


policy,  ate  governed  by  nwtives  solely  suggested 
Dy  their  own  views  of  tne  national  interest.  1'hey 
are  free  also  to  admit  that  the  iBBOufacturing  in- 
terests of  the  counby  deserve  to  receive  the  foster- 
iag  cere  and  patronage  of  the  Government  But 
while  they  make  th^  admissionsj  they  also  beg 
leave  to  suggest  that  the  interests  of  commerce  are 
not  less  viul  to  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the 
Union  than  manufactures;  and  that  it  never  can  be 
a  Botud  or  safe  pdicy  to  build  up  the  one  upon  the 
ruins  of  the  other.  Under  a  wise  and  enlightened 
revenue  system,  the  commerce  of  our  country  has 
hitherto  advanced  with  a  rapidity  and  force  which 
have  exceeded  the  most  satwnine  expectations  of  its 
friends.  This  commerce  has  contributed  largely 
to  theemploymeBtof  the  capital,  the  industry,  and 
the  enterprise  of  our  citizens.  It  has  quickened 
the  marcn  of  agriculture,  and,  by  increasing  the 
value  as  ^mll  as  amount  of  its  products,  has  given 
to  the  planler  and  hudtandoian  a  reward  in  solid 
profit  for  (heir  toils.  It  has  also  materially  sus- 
tained the  credit  and  finances  of  the  nation,  by  in- 
suring a  regular  and  growing  revenue  through  a 
taxation  scarcely  felt,  and  dieerfully  home  by  «U 
classes  of  our  citizens.  It  has  also  given  birth  to 
our  naval  power,  by  fostering  a  hardy  race  of  sea- 
men, and  patronizing  thoM  arts  which  are  essen- 
tia to  the  building,  preservation,  and  equipment 
of  ships.  It  has  gl^lly  enlarged,  and  the  memo- 
rialists hod  almost  sajd  created,  (he  moneyed  cap- 
iial  of  the  country.  And  the  memorialists  beUev& 
that  itcannot  be  too  frequently  or  deeply  inculcated 
as  an  axiom  in  political  economy,  that  productive 
capital,  in  whatever  manner  added  to  the  stock  of 
the  country,  is  equally  beneficial  to  its  best  inter- 
ests. Its  real  value  can  never  be  ascertained  by 
the  sources  from  whence  it  flowsj  but  from  the 
blessings  which  it  dispenses.  A  million  of  dollars 
added  to  the  prodiu:tive  capital  by  commerce  is  at 
least  as  nsefiu  as  the  same  sum  added  by  mnan- 
facttites. 

The  benefits  of  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  which  have  been  enumerated,  are  not  de- 
duced from  theoretical  reasoning;  they  are  ea- 
lablished  by  thirty  yon'  experience,  since  the 
Constitution  was  adopted.  At  that  time  out  cap- 
ital was  small,  and  had  suffered  tor  a  Kries  of  yean 
a  eontinua)  diminution.  Our  ogriculnue  was  de- 
pressed, and  OUT  finances  were  emf»n«ssed.  The 
changes,  which  « thriAy  cnnmeree  during  this  pe- 
riod has  eontriboled  to  produce,  are  so  striking, 
that  they  searceljr  require  to  be  stated.  There  ii 
not  a  sin^e  portion  of  the  country  that  has  not 
fdt  its  boiefieial  iofiuence.  On  the  seaboard  we 
have  everywhere  flourishing  towns  and  citieL  the 
btuy  haunts  of  industry,  where  the  products  of  our 
soil  are  accumulated  on  their  transit  to  foresgn 
countries.  In  theintaiar,hundredBof  lownshave 
aiisen,  which  but  a  few  years  since  were  desolate 
wastes  or  dreary  forests.  The  agricnlcnre  of  the 
old  States  has  grown  up  and  sjsead  itself  into  s 
thousand  new  directions ;  and  our  cotton  and  obi 
wheat,  our  tobacco  and  our  provisions,  are  admin- 
istering to  the  wants  of  millions,  to  whom  even 
otir  very  name  was  but  a  short  time  ago  utterly 
unknown. 
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The  memoriaUits  would  TeepeetfiiUyuk,  ifit  be 
Bot  a  part  of  the  dntf  of  a  wise  natioQ  to  profit  by 
Ctie  lesMDs  of  e^qKiience  1  Is  itjast,isitsalatary, 
u  it  politic,  to  BbandoQ  a  course  which  has  eo  eat' 
ineatly  conduced  to  our  welfare,  for  the  purpose 
of  tryiag  experimeiits,  the  effect  of  which  cannot 
be  fulljr  ascertained,  which  are  founded  upon  men 
theoretical  doctrines,  hi  best  complex  and  qnestioii- 
aUe,  and  it  may  be,  in  practice,  rniooiis  as  well  to 
morals  as  lo  pcoperly  1  Suppose  it  -wtae  pneti- 
eable  to  arrest  the  present  coarse  of  commerce,  to 
narnxw  its  limits,  and  even  reduce  it  to  the  mere 
eoBstiug  trade  of  the  nation;  is  i[  clear  that  the 
capital,  thus  withdrawn  from  tmnmercial  por- 
smts,  could  he  as  UKfnlly  or  as  faofitably  employed 
in  any  other  branch  of  bosineiB'i  It  is  perfectly 
certaiD  that  taich  a  change  must  be  attended  with 
Mvere  Iobms  to  the  merchants,  and  with  ruin  to 
Bvmerom  claases  of  onr  citizois,  to  our  seamen 
and  shipwrights,  and  other  artisans,  whose  bnstnss 
d>paidsoi),ort9cotiiiected with, commerce.  Cases 
may  possibly  arise  in  which  the  intoeots  of  a  re- 
qteotsble  porticn  of  the  cominuiiity  may  be  justly 
noificed;  but  they  are  cases  of  exti^nepnUic  ne- 
oessity,  not  oaees  wlme  the  rivalry  and  the  interest 
of  one  class  of  men  seek  to  sustain  th«anselves  by 
dentnictionloaDollMr.  In  a  free  cotutry  too  it  may 
mltbettsbedifiifaealegitimate  end  of  government 
tovontrolthe  ordinanr  occupatkma  of  men,  an  d  com- 
pel them  to  confine  themselves  to  pursuits  in  which 
their  hsbtts,  their  feelings,  or  their  enterprise,  for- 
Md  them  to  engage.  While  the  manufactoren 
are  left  free  to  engage  in  their  own  peculiar  pur- 
snib,  enjoying  in  common  with  others  a  reasona- 
Me  protection  from  the  Qovernment,  the  memorial- 
ills  tmst  it  is  no  undue  claim  on  their  oWn  part  to 
plead  for  the  freedom  of  commerce  also,  as  the 
■mtnial  ally  of  agricultnre  and  naval  greatness. 
Nothmg,  howerer,  can  be  mta«  obvious  than  that 
many  of  the  maiinfactnme  and  their  iViends  are 
attempting,  by  fkllauons  statements,  founded  on 
an  inioe^ed  ^licy,  or  a  mis^ded  zeal,  or  very 
diort-aighted  riews,  to  uproot  some  of  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  onr  revenue  policy,  and  to 
aocnpel  onr  meicfaaats  to  abandon  KHne  of  the 
aoeat  lueratiTe  branches  of  commerce — branriiea 
irtiieh  ^one  enaUe  ns  to  contaid  with  soccess 
aoainat  the  maaapfAj  and  the  competition  of  fbt- 
e&QnatioDs. 

It  is  not  a  little  remarkable,  too,  that  these  a^ 
lonpts,  to  which  die  memoriausts  aUnde,  are  not 
anljr  repogoant  to  those  maxims  of  free  trade 
vfcieh  the  United  Blatea  have  hitherto  so  forcibly 
and  persneringly  contended  for  as  the  rare  fomt- 
datioo  of  national  imwperity,  bat  they  are  pressed 
■pan  us  at  a  moment  when  the  statesmen  of  die 
Old  World,  in  admiration  of  the 'success  of  our 
policy,  are  relaxing  the  rigor  of  their  own  systems, 
and  yieldbe  thenndres  to  the  latiooal  doctrine, 
tbat  Bfttionu  wealth  is  best  promoted  by  a  free  in- 
terebanpe  ot  eranmodities,  upon  principles  of  per- 
fect leciptocity.  MaythememOTialiMsbepermit- 
j  ted  to  say,  ibai  it  wonld  be  a  stmnge  anomaly  in 

Amaica  to  adopt  ■  system  which  sound  ^diiloso{diy 
ia  tsplodmg  in  Europe;  to  attempt  a  monopelr  o[ 
the  home  market,  and  yet  claim  an  entire  freeaom 
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abroad;  to  stimulate  our  own  ma»- 
ufactures  to  an  unnatural  growth,  by  the  exoltisioa 
of  foreign  manufactures,  and  yet  to  expect  that^no 
retaliatory  measures  would  he  pursued  by  t^ier 
nations  1  If  we  are  unwilling  to  receive  leteipi 
maoufactures,  we  cannot  reasonably  si^pose  that 
foreigD  nations  will  receive  our  raw  materials ; 
we  may  force  other  nations  to  seek  an  infenor 
market  for  their  productions,  but  we  cannot  foice 
them  to  becotoe  buyers  when  tbey  are  not  sellers, 
or  to  consume  our  cottons  when  tbey  cannot  pay 
the  price  in  their  own  fabrics.  We  may  compel 
them  to  use  the  cotton  of  the  West  Indies,  ot  of 
the  BmziU,  or  of  the  East  Indies,  or  the  wheu  of 
the  Meditttranean — on  experiment  in  itself  suffi- 
ciently d  angerousto  some  ofour  most  vital  interests; 
but  we  cannot  expect  them  to  carry  on  with  ns  a 
ruinous  trade,  wlKn  the  pro£t  is  all  on  one  side. 
Nations,  like  individuals,  will  pursue  their  own 
interests,  and  sooner  or  later  abandon  a  trade, 
however  fixed  may  be  jts-habits,  where  there  is  no 
reciprocity  of  benefit 

Tliere  u  another  conaideration  which  the  rae- 
moriaUsts  woidd  respectfully  suggest,  (hat  is  en- 
titled, in  their  opinion,  to  great  weight  on  qnee- 
ticns  of  this  namre;  and  thiu  is,  the  daDgcra  and 
inconveniences  which  fluctuatiiHiB  ia  the  oommsi- 
cial  policy  of  a  nation  unavMdably  produce.  The 
tmde  of  a  nation  is  of  gradual  growth,  and  tonas 
its  channels  by  slow  and  almost  imperceptible  de- 
grees. Time  and  confidence,  and  protection  and 
experience,  are  necessary  lo  give  it  a  settled  course. 
It  msinuaies  itself  into  ibe  gmerel  commerce  of 
the  world  with  difficulty,  and,  when  incorporate 
into  the  mass,  its  ramifications  are  so  numerous  and 
intricate.  Chat  they  cannot  be  suddenly  withdrawn, 
without  immense  losses  and  iniuriea.  Even  the 
temporary  stoppage  of  but  a  sinsle  branch  of  tnAe 
throws  tnoaiands  out  of  anpioyment^  and,  by 
pressing  the  mass  of  capital  and  shipping  whien 
It  h^  engaged  in  its  service  into  other  bt 


produce  emborraasment  and  dtmes 
t  nafreqiteatly  ruin  to  the  shqiholden 
and  the  merchants.  Besides  all  this,  men  ate  slow 


toengagetheiroapitalinnewptirsuts.  TheyhavBa 
nMoial  timidity  in  embarking  m  enterprises  towhieh 
they  are  not  accustomed;  and  if  the  conuuKial 
yobey  of  the  aatiob  is  Baotnatin^.  tbey  feel  somMh 
mseeurityin  ittha  t  they  are  unwillbglo  yield  Ihei^ 
selves  up  even  to  prospects  apparently  invilibg. 
No  nation  ever  prospered  in  commerce  oatil  its 
own  policy  became  setded,  and  the  channels  (tf  its 
trade  were  worn  deep  and  clear.  It  is  to  this 
stale  of  thiags  that  the  capitalist  looks  with  eottr 
fidenee;  because  he  may  coDelnde  that,  if  hia 
pro&ts  are  but  small,  they  are  suliiject  to  a  reaaon- 
aUe  certainty  of  calculation.  Another  state  of 
things  may  suit  the  yonng  and  enter]Riaing  spec- 
ulators ;  but  it  can  never  be  safe  for  a  nation  to 
fonnd  its  revenue  upon  a  trade  thatienotuniftirm 
in  its  operations.  The  memori^sta  most  sineetely 
believe  that  it  is  a  M>nnd  polidcal  maxim,  that  the 
more  free  trade  is,  and  the  more  widely  it  oirco- 
lales,  the  more  sure  will  be  its  prosperity  and  that 
of  the  nation.  Every  restriction,  whmh  is  not 
kdispensBbie  for  po^posn  of  raretttie,  is  a  Ami 
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which  will  impede  ita  progresa,  ind  not  nnfre- 
qositly  jeopard  its  securily. 

HaTing  made  theae  preliminary  obserratioDS, 
which  they  caoDot  deem  unworthy'  of  the  serious 
KBaolioD  of  the  National  Legislature,  the  memo~ 
rikliata  now  beg  leave  more  partjcularlf  to  call 
the  attention  of  Congress  to  tne  measures  which 
ha*«  been  recently  proposed,  and  apparently  ap- 
moTed,  for  the  purpose  of  prohibition  the  intro- 
anetion  of  {aimga  woollen  and  cotton  goods,  and, 
aa  auxiliary  thereto,  the  abolition  of  drawbacks 
and  credits  upon  the  duties  due  upon  goods  im- 
ported into  the  United  Slates;  measures  which, 
if  adopted,  will,  in  the  opinion  of  the  memori- 
alists, Wing  a  premature  decay  and  a  general  dis- 
tresa  upon  ibe  whole  commercial  and  agricaltural 
.iniereMt  of  the  nation. 

It  has  been  su^ested,  both  in  and  out  of  Con- 

Pwhefl  measures  have  been  heretofore  pro- 
baviog  a  direct  bearing  upon  eotamerciai 
imereats,  that  the  silence  or  merchants  ought 
justly  to  be  considered  as  an  acquiescence  in  the 
justice  and  policy  of  nieh  measures.  Tnith  com- 
peb  the  memorialists  to  say  that  the  revene  has 
generally  been  the  case.  The  merchants  of  our 
country  bave  had  a  deep,  and  it  is  hoped  not  an 
iU-fbanded,  confidence,  la  the  firmness,  the  wia- 
dcm,  aad  enli^lened  policy  of  Conrress.  They 
have  not  been  [vepared  to  suppose  that  old,  and 
well-tried,  and  successftil  systems  would  be  aban- 
doned, merely  because  tbey  were  assailed  by  those 
whoM  interest  or  whose  mistaken  zeal  ted  tbetn  to 
tdan  their  overihrow.  They  have  believed  (nor 
IS  it  an  idle  or  vain  credulity)  that  our  statesmen, 
Klected  from  the  whole  community,  would  watch 
with  anxiety  and  diligence  over  the  interests  of 
all ;  and  that  they  wmild  distinguish  the  natural 
Inaasea  of  those  whose  judgments  were  blinded  by 
a  partial  view  of  their  own  ioterents,  from  the 
iost  influences  of  superior  political  foresight,  aided 
oy  the  most  comprenensive  knowled^  On  many 
occasions,  therefore,  in  which  their  interests  have 
been  assailed,  (and,  as  the  memorialists  think, 
injurionsly  assailed,)  the  merchants  have  been 
tilent,  not  from  indifference,  but  from  confidence; 
not  from  a  sense  of  propriety  and  justice,  but 
fhiiiiaprood  belief  thai  their  interests  were  safe, 
wkea  they  were  nndcntood,  and  that  the  Natimal 
LegislatuK  CMild  iwi  he  presumed  to  want  knowl- 
•dga  or  inclinatmi  to  proteet  ihem.  On  the  pres- 
cnl  oecBsion,  however,  so  wide  have  been  the 
eourtiou  of  the  manufacturers,  so  plausible  some 
of  ikeir  statements,  and  m  popular,  though  deln- 
•in,  MMoe  of  their  doctiinee,  that  the  memorialists 
ftd  themselTa*  called  upon  to  resist  them  in  the 
mofi  aerious  manner,  as  injurious  to  the  country. 
and  tu  throw  tbemaeives  upon  ihe  intelligence  atul 
'fintinesa  of  the  tepreeentatiree  of  the  nation  to 
vindicate  their  rights. 

The  sabjects  of  drawbacks  and  of  credit  upon 
datiea  are  iniimatdy  eonnected  in  their  general 
aspects,  but,  at  the  same  time,  admit  of  some  dis- 
tinct views,  wbichmay  well  entitle  them  to  separate 
consideration.  Both  of  them  originated  at  the 
earliest  period  of  our  Oovemment,  and  were  in- 
corponted  into  our  Orst  revenue  lawa.    Both  of 


them  had  the  unequivocal  approbation  of  « 
enlightened  statesmen  of  tliat  day,  and  both  of 
them  have  the  sanction  of  nearly  thirty  years 
of  experience  in  their  fevor.  At  do  periocl  of  our 
political  hisiory,  until  the  present,  has  any  doubt 
been  publicly  breathed,  at  least  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  memorialists,  of  their  practical  advantages ; 
and  during  this  wbt^e  period  oar  commerce  has 
been  progressively  increasing.  Almost  all  com- 
mercial nations,  too,  have  a  system  analogous  to 
ours  ingrafW  into  their  revenue  regulations.  In 
all,  it  is  believed.adiscriminationismadebetweea 

goods  imported  for  hrane  consumption,  and  those 
eaigned  for  exportation ;  and  the  duties  oD  the 
latter  are  very  triflinc ,  especially  when  compared 
with  the  duties  usually  paid  on  the  former.  la 
respect  to  credit  for  duties,  the  known  equivalent 
is  tne  deposiie  of  the  goods  in  entrepot,  and  the 
duties  are  only  paid  after  a  limited  period,  or  upon 
an  eventual  sale  in  the  domestic  market.  In  Cheat 
Britain,  to  whose  srstan  of  levaiue  oars  bears 
the  strongett  resemblance,  imported  goods  arc 
warehoused  tmder  the  joint  direction  and  keys  <^ 
the  Oovemmenl  and  um  owner,  and  the  doties 
are  in  general  paid  when  they  are  disposed  of  in 
the  market.  This  system  of^deposite  is  exceed- 
ingly expensive,  and  onerous,  and  complicated, 
and  requires  large  stores  in  eveij  commercial  city, 
and  numerous  officers,  and  is  attended  with  inju- 
rious delay.  Its  object  is  to  give  the  benefit  of  ' 
credit  to  the  merchant ;  and  it  has  that  efieet,  but 
it  is  at  a  heavy  expense  to  the  Government.  In 
this  country  the  same  object  is  obtained,  at  a 
very  small  expenscLin  a  much  more  simple  way ; 
end,  where  the  officera  of  the  customs  act  with 
modence  and  vigilance,  the  risk  of  loss  to  the 
uovemment,  from  the  non-payment  of  the  bonds, 
given  with  suretiea,  for  the  duties,  is  small — very 
small,  indeed — compared  with  the  expense  of  Ae 
other  system.  In  toe  district  of  Salem  and  Bev- 
erly, the  whole  amount  renaining  unpaid  on  bonds 
for  goods  Imported,  from  the  origin  of  the  Qov- 
eniment  to  the  present  time,  deducting  the  de- 
bentures due  and  unpaid  on  the  same  goods,  ia 
but  91,563  46 ;  yet  that  district  alone  has  inruiahed 
many  millions  to  therevenueof  the  United  States. 
The  &ct,  however,  that  in  all  foreign  o 


goods  imported,  and  a  drawback  is  allowi 
rectly  or  indirectly  upon  exportation,  aeons  lo 
justify,  in  an  eminent  degree,  the  opinion  that  the 
system  is  neefiil  to  the  public,  and  sidutary  to 
commerce.  And  the  cnmienee  of  this  eountry  ii 
entirely  in  its  favor.  It  may,  then,  iridi  smdo 
confidence,  be  asked,  why  should  it  be  changed? 
Why  should  we  leave  fact  for  conjecture,  and 
hazard  new  experiments  in  caaes  where  the  gteat 
objects  of  the  Qovemmenl  have  been  already  a^- 
tamed  1  Why  should  we  involve  the  immease 
tnannfacturing,  agricultural,  and  other  intereati, 
connected  directly  with  commerce,  in  dtsticas  or 
rain,fortbeputposeofspeculitioginnewaebenMa, 
ill  adapted  to  the  stale  of  our  conntryi  and  wtoae 
■uooees  is  yet  to  be  ascertained  ?  It  appears  to  the 
memorialists  that  it  is  incumboit  on  those  who 
would  lead  the  nation  into  such  sehemea,'  to  d». 
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moDatnte  theic  wisdom  and  polier  More  they 
Are  adopted ;  and  not,  bf  arithmetiesl  calculaliotn, 
bottomed  on  visionaij  Dotioua,  to  (»1I  upon  the 
natioD  to  reject  the  ligbta  alreftdy  fuTDish«l  by  its 
own  experience. 

But  it  may,  perhaps,  be  inqiiiied,  what  are  the 
benefits  derived  to  commerce  from  a  credit  opon 
doties?  The  memorialists  are  perfectly  willing 
to  state  some  of  the  leading  benefits,  pnUic  as 
well  as  prirale;  for  in  this,  as  in  almost  all  the 
like  cases,  public  and  jnirate  intereats  go  hand  in 
hand. 

It  will  not  be  denied  that,  the  United  States, 
eren  at  the  present  time,  does  not,  when  com- 
pared with  the  great  nations  in  Europe,  abound  in 
monej'ed  capital.  This  is  in  almost  every  natiou 
a  SDbject  of  slow  accumulation,  even  under  cir- 
cumstances peculiarly  favorable  to  its  growth ;  but 
in  a  youog  nation  the  obstacles  are  gennally 
neat,  from  the  character  and  Tariou»l>aNnits  of 
the  inhabitants,  the  extent  of  their  wants,  and  the 
tiTttlry  and  raperioi  advantagea  for  ita  employ- 
ment  prcMDted  bjr  flomishiiig  natiims.  At  the 
time  when  the  United  Slatea  adopted  its  system  of 
credits  and  drawbacks  on  duties,  ita  moneyed  cap- 
ital was  very  small ;  and  the  great  policy  of  the 
GovernmeDi  was  to  give  every  facility  for  its  full 
emjdovmeni.  It  is  obvioui  that  the  mi^e  capital 
is  employed  in  commerce,  the  more  eitensive  will 
be  its  reach,  and  the  more  revenue  will  be  ac- 
quired by  the  Government  Whatever  of  capital, 
naturally  flowing  ia  this  channel^  is  withdrawn 
from  it  and  remains  unemployed,  is  so  much  lost 
Id  thecommerce  of  the  country.  The  duties  upon 
the  importation  of  goods  are,  on  an  average,  at 
least  twenty-five  per  cent,  of  the  value  of  those 
^oods,  or  of  the  capital  employed.  It  fallows  that, 
if  tbis  b  immediately  withdrawn  from  the  funds 
of  the  merchant,  it  is  so  much  loss  of  his  com- 
mercial capital.  A  little  detail  will  raider  this 
apparent.  Whenever  a  voyage  is  undertaken, 
the  merchant  invests  as  much  capital  as  be  thinks 
necessary  for  the  porchase  of  the  goods  to  be  im- 
ported, and  also  as  much  nvne  as  will  be  neeea- 
aary  to  meet  all  the  disbarBHoentt  atkd  expeaset  of 
tha  Toyage.  All  this  is  paid  in  advance.  When 
the  good*  are  imported,  they  aie  not  immediately 
sold.  Tbemai^t  may  be  depressed,  ot  the  goo& 
be  of  slow  eoasamption,  or  not  be  adapted  to  the 
wmnto  of  tbja  eonntry,  or  be  ultimately  destined 
-foi  a  foeeign  ma^L  In  these  cases,  (and  these 
uc  common  casea,)  it  is  obvious  that  do  immedi- 
ate sale  can  he  made  without  great  sacrifices — 
sacrifices  which. are  wholly  inconaistent  yr'''  — 
profitaUe  commerce.  Even  when  sales  are  < 
they  are  nudr  made  for  cash.  A  credit  is  alaioM 
anirersally  allowed  to  the  purchaser,  varying 
cording  to  the  natura  of  the  commodity  and. 


demand  in  the  market,  from  feme  to  eight,  and 
even  twelve  mcmths.  Under  such  circNmstances, 
if  a  cash  payment  is  required  for  the  duties,  it  is 
obrioos  that  the  merchant  most  eitha,  in  antici- 

Ktion  of  this  demand,  gradually  wididraw  from 
I  other  business  n  portion  of  his  capital  equal  to 
the  duties;  or  he  must  divert  an  equal  portion 
nady  to  be  employed  in  another  voyage ;  or  he 


most  procure  money  upon  credit  from  other  sourcai^ 
loaded  with  the  payment  of  intoest:  or  he  mmt 
consent  to  make  enormous  sacrifices,  by  an  imm^ 
diale  forced  sale.  If  he  he  a  prudent,  caution 
merchant,  this  very  circumstance  will  operate  to 
prevent  him  from  emploving  his  whole  capital  in 
commerce,  lest  he  should  be  compelled  to  mate 
ruinous  sacrifices,  or,  by  a  mere  temmirary  depres- 
sion of  the  market,  be  exposed  to  the  most  pain- 
ts. It  is  with  the  express  view 
of  preventing  this  palsy  upon  commercial  opera- 
tions, that  a  credit  upon  duties  has  been  allowed 
by  the  wise  and  greet  men  who  have  hitherto 
governed  our  country ;  and  this  credit  b  carrfnUy 
idjusted  to  the  different  portions  of  our  trade,  so 
IS  to  form  a  credit  equal,  in  ageneral  view,  to  the 
.ime  consumed  sod  credit  allowed  before  the  mer- 
chant receives  his  money  upon  the  sales  of  the 
goods  upon  which  the  specific  daties  have  accrued. 
In  cooftrmation  of  this  general  slatemeat,  the 
memorialista  would  respectfully  call  the  attention 
of  Congress  to  tbe  Bast  India  trade — a  trade  ia 
which  Salem  has  been  long,  and  deeply,  and  snc- 
cessfnlly  engaged ;  a  trade,  too,  whici^  however, 
decried  by  the  misguided  xeal  of  some,  and  the 
interested  suggestions  of  others,  has  largely  oon- 
iriboted  to  the  revenue  of  the  United  Statw,  and 
yields  not  is  importance  to  any  other  bnneh  of 
commerce.  Voyages  lo  the  EastlndiesarenodM- 
taken  at  very  heavy  expense,  and  with  proporiko-' 
ably  large  capitab.  The  goods  that  are  tnooght 
home  consul  of  articles  either  of  such  high  pricca, 
ih  slow  consumption,  or  of  such  bulk  and  qnan- 
/,  as  require  a  cODsid«able  length  of  lime  be- 
fore they  can  be  sold  at  a  reasonable  profit,  and 
the  money  actually  realized  upon  the  sale.  The 
home  market,  too,  for  many  of  these  ^xids,  is  eo 
limited,  that,  ultimately,  a  re-exportation  to  En- 
rope  becomes  indispensable;  and,  after  a  second 
voyage,  thus  undertaken,  the  proceeds  find  dkeir 
way,  by  a  circtiitous  lemittanee,  to  England ;  and 
then  again,  before  the  mochant  can  realize  hu 
funds,  he  must  have  notice  of  tbe  remittance,  and 
be  aUe  to  sdl  hb  exchange  at  a  reaaooable  rate  in 
the  mnrlut.  It  b  not  imcommon  for  cargoes  d»- 
rigaed  for  home  consumption  to  remain  on  hnnd 
for  six  months,  and  sometimes  a  iwdveoMmtfa; 
arid  when  sales  are  efiected,  the  usual  credit  b 
frcHD  four  to  eight  and  twelve  months.  So  that, 
even  with  the  credit  for  duties  allowed  in  thb 
it  nsnally  happens  that  the  Ant  and  second 
[ments  become  due  before  the  proceeds  <tt  the 
sales  have  been  realized,  and,  not  unfrequenlly, 
before  the  cargoea  have  been  finally  disposed  <n. 
Yet  the  duties  on  these  voyages  are  exoeedii^r 
heavy,  amonnting,  in  some  cases,  to  $100,000;  a 
snm  which  even  our  wnlthiest  mercbanla  oouid 
not  readily  advance,  and  which  would  materiaUj 
check  even  their  commercial  expeditions.  It  is 
not  too  much  to  declare  that,  In  aA  probability,  an 
abolition  of  the  credit  of  duties  would  immedi- 
ately occasion  a  diminution  of  the  East  India 
trade  on&^oarta:  part,  and,  of  course,  occasion  a 
proportionate  dimmntion  of  oar  revenue,  and  of 
emjdovmenl  to  those  whose  bread  is  a*  hardly 
eainea,  and  wfaoae  Uvea  are  ns  dear,  and  whoM 
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ml&re  is  is  importut  to  the  eounlry,  u  tbow  of 
the  matinfocttiKn,  who  teek  to  foand  their  own 
ibrtunes  upon  the  rains  of  this  commerce. 

Some  oF  tbe  ill  efliecls  which  would  result  from 
the  abolition  of  this  credit  will  be  obvious  to  the 
moBt  eM«le>s  obseTver.  There  is  do  pretence  to 
Mjr  that  there  is  a  sapenboodance  of  moneYed 
aapital  in  our  country.  The  unirersal  opinion 
proelaima,  in  a  mannNtooaudibleand  too  distinct 
to  be  mimnderHtood,  that  much  of  the  puUic  dis- 
ttan  ariaes  from  a  deficiency  of  capitaL  The  first 
•Act,  therefore,  of  the  abaction  of  this  credit, 
wowU  be  a  diminntion  of  active  capital  engaged 
in  trade,  and  yielding  a  profit.  Itwouldbehoard- 
«d  ap  to  meet  the  anticipated  demands  of  the  Gov- 
«(BneDt  for  accruing  dnties.  The  revenue  would, 
«  has  been  already  intimated,  immediately  lofier. 
Bat  other  evils,  of  a  still  graver  oast,  would  ensue. 
Jjlcn  of  small  capitals  could  no  longer  engage  in 
tmde,  and  least  of  all  in  a  trade  where  the  voya- 
fta  were  long  and  tbe  returns  slow.  Capitalists, 
■iid  they  alone,  could  successfully  carry  on  the 
neat  branches  of  commerce;  and  in  their  hands 
il  would  become  a  monop>oly,  which  they  mij^C 
wield  and  manage  at  their  own  pleasure.  The 
TonngraadeoleriJnsiiig  merchants  would  be  crashed 
m  their  attempts  at  competition,  and  would  be 
compeUed  to  navigate  only  in  those  narrow  chan- 
aels  w1mi«  tmde  almost  stagnates,  or  vields  a 
Manty  tnlBtiiteoce.  Another  necessary  result  would 
t»  the  enhaneeinient  of  the  prices  of  aU  foreign 
kiticles  of  domestic  cooaumption.  The  merchant 
mnld  charge  an  interest  and  profit  upon  every 
•dvance  m^e  to  the  Qovemment  in  the  shape  of 
4atiea;  and  thns  the  consumer,  upon  whom  all 
■aoh  chones  nllimately  Ml,  wovld  pay  tbeae  ad- 
titioaal  CMises,  together  with  the  enhanced  price, 
which  a  saMjlcr  importation,  with  an  equal  de- 
OMai,  would  neocHarily  produce.  Theseareevils 
of  BO  ordinary  magnitude;  and  it  is  oonfidently 


iKkole  for  tbe  conjectnrai  benefit  of  the  few. 

In  respect  to  drawbacks,  some  additional  con- 
■darnliona  seem  Bcoesnry  to  be  stated,  inasmuch 
as  ikfl  aitlMect  has  been  greatly  misunderstood  by 
aome  of  tooae  who  advocate  their  abolition.  The 
drawback  of  duties  is  allowed  upon  importatioas 
•f  (foods  into  the  cotmtry,  which  are  re-exported 
wubin  a  year  from  the  time  of  theii  entry.  The 
objeet  of  the  system  is  to  increase  the  navigation 
'Wid  ooouBBrce  of  the  country,  by  securing  to  onr 
•itixeBi  a  carrying  trade,  between  distant  and 
iotaign  nations,  in  ecxnmodities  which  are  either 
uauiaUe  to  onr  market,  or  of  which  a  great  buT' 
pins  is  imported.  In  every  such  case,  the  Govern- 
inrat  derives  a  direct  revenue  of  two  and  one-half 
pcreenl.  ou  the  duties  of  the  re-exported  goods; 
ihb  amount  bong  always  retained.  This  is  a 
positive  benefit  to  the  Government  It  is  obvioMs 
that,  if  no  drawback  were  allowed  upon  such  re- 
nnponation,  no  mrphu  faoyood  the  consumption 
woflld  ever  be  impmted ;  for,  nnon  such  re-exixn- 
tatJea,  the  goods  would  be  loaded  wiifa  the  whole 
daty,  and  ue  merchant  could  not  afford  to  s^ 
IkcBsocheap  in  the  forngm  muhet,  by  the  foil 


amount  of  that  iatf,  which  would  muek  exoeed 
tke  irtole  prt^t  reasonably  to  be  expected  Bpcai 
the  goods.  Under  such  circumstances,  the  ship- 
ping and  capital  of  foreign  merchants  would  be 
exclusively  engaged  in  the  carrying  tmd^  and  all 
the  benefits  oran  increased  emj^yment  for  our 
seamen,  our  shipwrights,  and  our  ships,  inclodiujg' 
freight  and  prtffits,  would  be  entirely  lost.  This 
is  stated  upon  the  sui^Nwiiion  that  such  a  tntde 
could  not  be  carried  ou,  except  cinmitously,  and 
after  an  actual  importation  into  the  United  Btates; 
and  this  is  regularly  true  in  respect  to  the  whole 
trade  with  the  Bntish  East  Indies,  with  which 
we  are  not  permitted  to  entry  on  any  trade  direct 
to  Eurc^  but  are  compelled,  by  trea^,  bst  to 
land  the  goods  in  the  United  States. 

In  respect  to  the  other  portions  of  tbe  earryiof; 
trade,  the  abolition  ot  dni^riiaeka  wonld  immedi- 
ately lead  to  a  dknct  trade  between  fbt«gn  ports, 
whenever  fbnsgn  uMionB  woald  permit  our  mer- 
chant to  engage  in  it.  This  would  compel  than 
to  equip,  repair,  and  man  their  ships  in  Eurcme, 
and  thus  m  give  all  tbair  disbunements  in  tto 
great  trade  to  forei^ers.  No  goods  would  be  im- 
ported into  the  United  Stntea,  either  from  Europe 
or  India,  which  were  not  indispenMble  for  our  con- 
sutmitioo  ;  and  this  diminished  sofqtly  of  tbe  home 
marxet  would  increase  epeculatian,  and  tend  to 
produce,ina  voygTeaidegreej  alternating fluctu*- 
tions  from  a  deproced  to  a  high  markrt.  Coair 
mercial  adventnrcs  would  be  thereby  rendered  more 
hnardotis  and  precarious,  since  the  foreign  maitet 
would  be  ordinarily  dut  oflf  after  an  importation 
into  the  United  States;  and  if,  at  any  moment, 
the  foreign  market  should  happen  to  be  so  high  as 
to  justify  an  exportation,  an  arfifioial  scarcity,  for 
beyond  what  now  can  ever  arise,  would  immedi- 
ately ensue  in  the  United  States.  The  abolition 
of  drawbacks  would,  in  this  view,  operate  as  a  di- 
rect tax  npon  the  consumers  in  this  country.  It 
would  diminish  the  productive  revenue,  and  gif« 
a  fbrevn  ohanota  to  onr  seamen  and  commcvc^ 
instead  of  concentrating  both  as  their  honte  in  tbe 
bosom  of  the  eountry.  Nor  should  it  be  forgotien 
how  highly  impoinnt  the  carrying  trade  hat  U^ 
erm  beni,  and  hsw  iB)m4  it  has  increased  out  mo* 
oeyed  capita).  Ehirtng  the  yean  1802, 1803,  and 
1604,  the  drawbaeks  allowed,  on  an  average  of 
these  years,  consnteraUy  CKKoeded  a  quarter  part 
of  the  duties  seeored  to  the  Government;  ta  die 
Bocoeeding  years,  1805,  1806,  and  1807,  they  coo- 
stimted  more  than  a  third  of  ^lewiwle  dntiec  So 
that,  on  an  average  of  these  ux  years,  the  Jaat 
three  of  which  woe  the  most  prncperout  yeara  «f 
ourcommace,  the  carniina;  trade  constttoted  neaity 
one-third  of  our  whole  ^reign  commerce-  And 
allhoagh  this  earryiag  trade  be  im>w.  from  ihe 
general  state  of  tbe  world,  somewhat  diminished, 
yet  it  still  remains  one  of  the  most  luoiative  brnn- 
cbci  of  onr  commNce,  and  yieWe  a  steady  revenoe 
to  the  Ooremmeni.  Under  this  aspect  of  the  ittb- 
ject,  the  OMmoriaUtta  wovld  rewectfnUy  inqoiiv 
whether  die  abolMon  of  drawbacks  would  not  be 
disastrous  to  the  most  important  interests  of 'oar 
country,  read  dry  iq>  some  of  thebcst  sources  of  our 
^UcHMl  glery  as  well  as  national  wealthf    Let  it 
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ba  oonsidared,  aUo^  thfti  the  poliov  of  bU  eotnmer- 
owl  sBiMNts  has  uniformly  dicwtea  tb«  nim«  coiuae, 
■nd  that  drawbacks,  or  thdr  eqairalent,  are  uni' 
fbnaly  keU  out  u  an  eBaottragemeitt  to  importar 
tiou,  and  ikua  the  sapplf  ia  Hlmiirs  kept  cooekltr- 
My  above  the  domestic  conaoimtioD,  and  enter- 
prue  and  iadustry  aie  protected  and  imrBnled. 
Will  Ameuea  be  the  first  to  abandon  a  poUejr  hj 
wUch  sbe  bai  BO  gKatljr  profited?  At  tbe  Tsry 
noment  when  her  commeice  is  gatpJog  for  lii«, 


tiona,2<«] 
the  blows 


the 


aimed  at  iu  eiiiteoe^  aqd  wiuaga  il 


B  mat  mlrieM  to  which  ihe  manoiialitlB 
would  napeotfuny  aak  the  attention  of  Cownen, 
ia  a  Buaiure  very  pettinaoioiuljr  and  xtahatij  ad- 
Tonted  bf  manufaGlaNrs  and  thek  friend»-^her 
nwan  the  entire  prohilvtioa,  either  directly,  or  by 
dstiea  eqaxTalrat  to  a  prohitHtioii,  of  the  importa- 
tion of  cotton  and  weoUsngooA).  ThM  the  tariff 
of  duties  BOW  sxiiti^  i«  Biatailatljr  fttrorable  to 
nano&ctureBitlieiQenuifUUMaDadsumiOHdwo^d 
have  been  freely  adm^ied.  Wbaterer  utkles  an 
tnefiil  for  domestic  maaafaeittres  pay  hit  n  tririal 
dirtyi  wiMterer  Mtides  oan  be  wrought  beie  are 
loaded  with  a  hesTf  duy,  rtrjiag  fran  fifteen  to 
thirlT  per  cent,  ad  vahxem.  The  datjr  i^n  Bast 
•    '■  Land 


«tloBe  u  indeed  enomMNBL  ant 

s  to  a  total  probibitios.    1)he 

rica  of  cotton  iu  the  British  Sast  Iikdin  Met  about 
aix  etnta  a  equwe  yard,  aitd  were  fonmly  in^rt- 
•d  i»  large  vwotiues  into  the  Uatted  States,  asd 
svmdied  the  poont  eluMes  of  eilizsns  with  neces- 
sary thaogb  hiu^e  clo^H^  "The  tariff  directs 
all  sneh  cottons  to  be  estmstad  at  tbe  cost  of 
twen^^ve  eents  pet  square  yud,  and  leries  «pon 
than,  thetefoR^  a  duty  of  one  bandied  per  oent, 
Of  a  suiB  equal  lo  their  Mtginal  coat.    DiHingtbe 

J  ears  1803,  1803,  and  1804,  the  areiage  imporb 
'om  the  British  East  Indies  were  about  three  toil- 
lions  and  a  half  of  dollais;  of  which  a  little  short 
of  three  millions  were  goods  paying  ad  ralorem 
duties,  being  principelly  white  cotton  goods.  In 
WW,  the  gmidspayiagMl  Tvlomi  dwice,  impoicid 
from  lb*  tame  phoes,  had  ineieaeed  t*  upwards  of 
font  millions  of  dollars.  In  the  Bsme  year  fifteen 
ships  were  employed  in  this  trade  from  the  town 
of  Satan  alone.  In  the  past  year  two  only  hare 
beeftsoeiiqiloyed,andifortbefoaryc«n  last  past,  no 
oottta  pieoe  goods  have  been  iniported  into  this 
tMSB  lot  boDU  coasunption ;  the  duty  alone 
''  ^  to  a  pmhibilion.  The  sacrtf  oe  of  this 
r  trade  ahme  has  rery  seriondy  sF- 


wnmonity  swgaged 
haa  Dowim  bean 


IS  openwd,  too,  as  an 

er  Guases  <rf  die  uaawnaitf,  who  have  been 
ODOpeUed  to  Wy  domeatio  lahnes  to  si^y  their 
wants,  at  higber  prices,  which  tbeif  narrow  means 
ooald  ill  a&rd.  It  has  atso  anoiudly  siniek  off 
fion  tbe  rerouie  of  the  OoreiMMBt  the  whole 
dMyupon  aeren-ei^hi  ef  IheimpertatiaMsof  Bnst 
Mm  oottODs;  tint  prtqKwtioB  fearing  bea  «b- 
snM  ht  the  dMoaatie  conwnfTiMi.    The  l«ss-  Is 


our  ship  owners,  and  seamen,  and  ootmncrcial  a^ 
tisans,  has  been  propoctionably  great.  And  the 
memorialists  cannot  refrain  from  e^essdng  thor 
decided  convictions,  that  this  sacrifice  itm  not 
called  for  by  Uie  public  interesti^  bot  was  a  libeeid 
indulgence  gnwted  for  tbe  ezclnsire  benefit  of  Hw 
mantdseturefs,  and  pressed  iqion  the  natioi  W 
their  importunate  solid  laiicms.  However  punfiu 
this  measure  was,  it  was  borne  in  ittenc^  unda 
ikt  hope  that  experience  would  one  day  establi^ 
the  propriety  of  its  repeal,  and  that  the  seat  of  tbe 
nanafaetniert  would  be  satisfied  with  the  deslru^ 
tion  of  <me  branch  of  commoee,  and  the  haavr 
duties  imposed  upon  all  others. 

These  ^leetalions,  however^  hare  not  been 
lealiied:  as^l  die  memorialists  now  leara,  witt 
regret,  tiiat  one  sacrifice  is  to  be  demanded  after 
anotfaci,  and  one  prohibition  beipad  upon  anotber, 
by  tbe  Dieads  of  manubetures,  until  all  (be  sonWH 
ot  foreign  coiniBerca  are  dried  up,  and  deneetiB 
mannfaetures  sustained,  by  enormous  bounces, 
absorb  the  whole  moneyed  capital  of  the  nation. 
The  mowiriaUits  wonld  most  respectfully,  bat 
moat  soUsnnlr,  protest  against  tbe  policy  and  the 
justice  of  socn  measures. 

And  what  are  the  daims,  the  memorialiMs  bes 
leave  lespecllully  to  ask,  of  any  class  of  our  ci^ 
aots,  to  ihcow  such  enormous  burdetis  upon  the 
other  classes  of  the  eoiumunity  1  Is  the  agrieiri- 
tnial  interest  notUng  7  Is  the  commercial  inicRSI 
nothing  1  Are  the  interest  of  the  pnUie  and  it* 
nrenues  nothing?  The  cotton  and  woollen  tmda 
is  alreadif  loadea  with  twenty  and  twenty-4«e  per 
eesit.  duties ;  and  if  there  be  added  the  freight  and 
charges  upon  importation,  the  demestie  manofiw- 
tmes  bare  now  an  cncouragenmt  tf  the  profit  of 
fNOi  thirty  to  Airtr^re  par  oeM.  *MM«  than  tbe  Bn- 
rsfcan  mamifictneefa  poatess,  if  the  same  an 
enn  be  manufae«ured  as  cheap  at  home  m  abr 
In  respect  to  tbe  Bast  India  cotton  tmde,  the  encov- 
mgum»nt  j«  (^  loare  striking;  tbe  duties  imen 
tbe  coarsest  fcbries  in  that  tnde  amounting,  as  Aaa 
been  i^eady  sstn,  to  one  banthed  per  ceuL  men 
tbe  originu  cose  And  if  cotton  and  wocdlcn 
goods  cannot  be  nwnufkeiuKd  here  and  wM  as 
ehet^  with  nil  Asm  difieiencee  of  dn^  in  their 
fkwai,  dots  it  notertabliah  tbecondusien  thatsaA 
manu&eMnes  are  not  the  natmal  grewA  of  o«r 
present  siiaUion,  aitd  ute  not  adapted  to  the  phy- 
Mcal,  and  mosnl,  and  happy  eondtben  of  tfae  pen- 
pie?  Whf  shonid  the  fiumer,  and  the  Ranter,  end 
the  mcrehant,  and  the  mechanics,  uid  me  laborinir 
olamat  of  tbe  eommanity,  be  taxed  for  Ae  uecen- 
saries  of  liih  a  sum  equal  to  m<H<e  dian  one-miartir 
pan  (£  tbcst  iritole  expendiUivs  on  these  obieetl^ 
Au  tbe  mnntrfkctBrers  may  put  this  ram  mMo 
their  own  pockets? 

The  memorialists  an  no  enemia  to  manofb^ 
Mres;  bot  they  most  sineerrfy  esprem  it  a*  tMr 
ddibente  judgment  that  no  nunafheturee  ought 
m  be  puronined  in  dte  oowitir  which  wiH'  B«t 
grow  up  and  stMmrt  themsdres  in  ev«T  eoa^)»> 
tition  in  the  rnnnet,  under  tbe  (Hdinary  proteetuw; 
duty  j  that  the  only  manulaomres  whieb  hub  idf 
mnid*  flonrish  hare  are  those  which  are  (^  slttW 
giowni  tml  mndMWe  peofit^  snek  as  can  be  «inie4 
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«a  by  capttalutB  with  economy  and  Bteatlinen ; 
tod  that  a  cfaange  of  lyitem,  which  should  sud- 
denly introduce  great  profiit,  by  eucouraging  un- 
due upeculation,  and  the  espectaEion  of  inoromate 
gain,  would  end  in  the  dt«peat  injuries  even  to 
maDufactuiioff  eatkbliBbments.  The  history  of  the 
eotton  nuttuucioiiea  in  New  England  completely 
demonilratei  the  truth  of  these  positions.    They 

Ew  up  gradually,  under  the  protection  of  our  or- 
ary  duties,  in  a  time  of  peace,  and  were  profita- 
ble to  those  engaged  in  them.  But  when  the  embar- 
gD  and  non-importation  lystemi  produced  a  defi- 
ciency in  the  foreign  supply,  a  fererish  excitement 
was  produced;  manufactories  were  established 
without  sufficient  capital;  extravagant  eipendi- 
luies  in  buildings  and  machinery  followed ;  for  a 
while  the  demand  Was  vreat,  and  the  profits  high, 
but,  upon  the  return  of  thecvdinary  state  of  things, 
many  of  these  establishments  sunk,  one  aflei  an- 
other, and  involved  their  owners  in  inin.  And 
such,  ia  the  opinion  of  the  memorialists,  would  be 
the  scene  acted  over  again  in  a  iew  years,  if  the 
manu&clurers  conld  now  succeed  in  accomplish- 
ing their  present  objects.  For  a  short  time  thdt 
MtaUishments  would  flourish ;  but  in  a  free  coun- 
try like  ouis,  there  would  beareaction  of  the  other 


nt  interests  of  the  community,  and  the  oatiooal 
ess  and  italional  policy  would  soon  require  a 
repeal  of  the  monopolizing  system.  A  moderate 
protecting  duty  is  the  best  support  of  domestic 
manuiaciures,  for  the  very  reason  that  it  may  be 
wfely  calculated  on  as  permanenL  It  may  not 
encourage  speculation,  but  it  will  enooutage  the 
employment  of  capital,  as  fast  as  lafety  and  a  rea- 
sonable profit  are  coimected  with  it. 


Nor  will  the  high  prieesand  eventual 
to  domestic  maniuactures  be  the  only  «* 
ant  upon  this  pfohibilory  syslaa.    It  will  encou- 


!s  be  the  only  evils  attend 


lage  smuggling  and  frauds  to  an  extent  truly 
formidably  and  never  yet  pnctised  in  our  conn- 
try  ;  and  the  same  efiect  will  arise,  though  in  a 
more  limited  degree,  from  the  abolition  c»  draw- 
backs and  credit  on  duties.  The  utter  impossibil- 
ity of  suppcessing  ftands  and  smuggling,  where 
the  markMa  are  very  high,  and  the  praliibitions 
very  extensive,  has  been  demonstrated  by  the  ex- 
perience of  all  Europe.  During  the  moat  ricoroas 
enfoicement  of  the  ctuitinental  exclusion  of  Brit- 
ish manuikctures,  aided  by  civil  vigilance,  and 
military  bay ooets.  and  despotic  power,  these  man^ 
nfactures  found  tneir  way  into  every  part  of  Eu' 
lope,  from  the  cottage  to  the  throne.  Great  Brit- 
ain herself,  insulated  as  she  is,  and  with  a  naval 
iioice  adequate  to  every  object^  has  not  been  able 


the  vigilance  of  her  custom-botises,  and  the 
wearied  Jealousy  of  hei  manufacturers.  In  the 
United  Stales,  with  a  thousand  miles  of  seacoast, 
indented  wit^  ionumerable  bays  and  harbors,  bow 
ean  it  be  reasonaUv  expected  that  ibe  temptations 
to  illicit  traffic  will  not  soon  outweigh  the  habits 
of  obedimee  to  the  laws,  especially  when  those 
laws  shall  become  odious,  as  the  supposed  instru- 
inenls  pf  one  elass  to  oppress  another?  Hitherto 
«ur  cooniry  bas^exhibited  a  spectacle  not  unwor- 


thy of  a  free  people.  Frands  upon  the  revenue 
have  been  comparatively  few;  and  smu^ling  has 
been  repressed  by  the  general  sense  of  the  meiran- 
tile  community.  What  system  eonid  be  more  dia- 
astrous  than  thatwhich  should  hold  out  permanent 

gptaticmB  to  smuggling,  connected  with  a  sense 
of  uie  impolicy  and  injustice  of  the  lewsl  The 
memorialists  believe  that  one  of  the  fiist  ol^ectsof 
legislation  is  to  become  auxiliary  to  the  prtxerva- 
tion  of  the  morals  of  the  ])eople,  by  interferioff  as 
little  as  ponible  with  pursuits  consonant  with  ueir 
habits  and  feelings,  lawful  in  their  object  and 
adapted  to  their  wants. 

UpoD  the  whole,  the  memorialists  woidd  mpeet- 
fuUy  stale  their  unequivocal  opinion,  that  all  the 
measures  to  which  they  have  alluded  are  calcu- 
lated to  impair  our  naval  strength  and  glory;  to 
injure  our  most  profitable  eommerce;  to  diminidi, 
in  an  alarming  degree,  the  public  revenue;  to  pro- 
mole  UDJostifiable  speenlation ;  to  enhance  the 
prices  of  manufactures;  to  throw  the  grest  bnsi- 
nes9  and  trade  of  the  nation  into  the  hands  of  a 
few  capitalists,  to  the  eictnsion  of  the  industrious 
and  enterprising  of  other  classes;  to  introduce  gen- 
eral distress  among  commncial  artisans  and  agri- 
culturists; to  aggravate  the  present  distress  of  the 
other  classes  of  the  eommnnity;  to  provoke  and 
extend  an  undue  appetite  for  fraud  luid  smngglio^; 
and,  in  fine,  to  destroy  many  of  the  great  objects 
for  which  the  Constitution  of  the  T^ited  States 
was  originally  framed  and  adopted. 

The  memorialists,  therefore,  most  respectfnlly 
ask  the  interposition  of  Congress  to  prevent  these 
great  evils,  and  to  promote  the  general  good,  by  a 
perseverance  in  that  system,  under  the  protection 
of  which  our  commerce,  and  navigation,  and  agri- 
cnltnre  have  flourished;  a  system,  conceives  in 
political  wisdom,  justified  by  experience,  and  ap- 
proved by  the  soundest  maxims  of  national  econ- 
omy. 

1830. 


[Communicsted  to  the  Hoase,  Febrnsry  1,  1630.] 
Treasury  Departmbht,  /or.  27,  ISSO. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  a  rnolntion  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  4th  instant,  directing  the 
Seeretaiy  of  the  Treasury  "  to  inform  the  Hoose 
what  reduction^  in  his  opinion,  it  will  make  in  the 
revenue,  if  the  imfKirtation  of  cotton  and  woollen 
nianuftctiires,and  iron,  be  prohibited ;  and  in  what 
manner  the  deficit  in  the  revenue  may  be  supplied, 
should  the  prohibition  be  made ;"  I  have  the  honor 
to  tulmit  statemoits  of  the  amount  of  revenne 
which  accrued  from  those  articles  from  the  year 
181&  to  1818,  indosive. 

The  verv  great  difference  in  the  amount  of  rev* 
enue  whicn  aocrued  during  those  years  renders  it 
difficnlt  to  determine  what  the  reduction  would  be, 
should  the  prohibition  be  enforced.  It  is  probaUe 
that  the  deficiency,  for  a  number  of  sncccauT* 
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fMn,  woald  amooat  to  the  average  tarn  of  nz 
millioDi  of  dollan. 

If  an  increase  of  the  rate  of  dutjr  WDald  neees- 
nrilv  angmenl  the  revenue  in  the  lame  proportioD, 
the  deficiencr  might  bereadilf  supplied.  But  rea- 
acm  aad  experience  forbid  the  ezpectation  of  such 
a  teault,  the  importation  of  foreign  merchandiie  is 
icgulated  by  the  capacity  of  the  traporliog  coantty 
to  pay  an  equivalent  for  them.  Any  increase  of 
duty  diminiihes  this  capacity.  When  carried  to 
an  extreme,  it  amounta  to  inohjbition.  But  the 
rerenne  will  frequently  be  diminiibed  by  an  in- 
creaoe  of  duty,  when  the  contumption  of  Ibe  article 
is  not  diminUhed.  Whenever  the  duty  is  laiaed 
■o  high  as  to  equal  the  risk  incurred  by  an  attempt 
to  introduce  dutiable  articles  illicitly,  amoggling, 
Mpon  an  extensive  and  systRoaticplan,  commeocea. 
In  that  case,  not  only  their  consumption,  but  the 
capacity  to  pay  for  them^  may  be  increased,  whilst 
the  revenue  may  be  diminished. 

Considering  the  facilities  which  the  extent  of 
OUT  coasts  and  frontier^  and  the  numerous  har- 
bors, bavL  inlets,  and  liver^  by  which  they  are 
indented,  furnish  for  the  illicit  iolroduction  of  for- 
eign merchandise,  the  settled  policy  of  the  Govan- 
ment  has  been  to  diminish,  as  far  as  practicable, 
the  temptation  which  high  duties  wonld  furnish  to 
take  advantage  of  these  facilities.  Should  the  ex- 
isting duties  be  considerably  raised,  there  is  just 
ground  to  apprehend  that  the  revenue  will  be 
reduced  rather  than  augmented  by  the  changK 
Indeed,  there  is  just  reason  to  believe  that,  with  the 
present  rale  of  duty,  the  practice  of  smuggling  is 
gradually  increasiDr.  Any  attempt  to  raise  the 
deficiency  which  wul  be  produced  oy  the  prohibi- 
tion under  consideration,  bv  an  increase  of  duty 
upon  the  articles  which  will  still  be  im))orted,  wiU 
greatly  increase  ibe  expense  of  collectiop,  by  the 
necessity  which  it  would  create  to  employ  a  greater 
number  ofoffieers  of  the  customs  to  guard  against 
imuggliog,  and  eventually  fail  to  augment  the 
revenue  to  the  required  extent  The  principal  reli- 
ance for  supplying  the  deficiency  which  would  be 
produced  by  the  adoption  of  the  measure  contem- 

Elated  by  the  resolution,  must,  it  appears  to  me, 
t  placeo  in  a  system  of  internal  duties  or  direct 
tax. 

Id  aid  of  either  of  these  modes  of  augmenting  the 
revenue,  a  small  addition  might  be  made  upon  the 
nte  of  duty  now  paid  upon  linens,  manufactures 
of  hemp,  stuff  goods,  coffee,  brown  sugar,  teas, 
wines,  molasses,  spices,  and  other  small  articles. 
If  a  system  of  internal  duties  ahoold  be  deemed  at 
this  time  advisable,  an  entire  prohibitioii  of  ardent 
spirits  might  be  adopted  without  material  injury 
to  the  revenue^  and  with  manifest  advantage  to 
the  agricultural  interest.  In  that  even^  the  reve- 
nue which  has  been  heretofore  received  from  the 
dolies  imposed  upon  foreign  spirits  might  be  col- 
lected from  domestic  spirits. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yotir  most  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  CRAWFORD. 
SeertlMji  oflha  TVsomry. 
The  Honorable  Sfeaeir 

Of  tht  Hovte  of  RqM. 


A  $Uii*Mettt  of  lh«  iuiie*  arUirtg  on  imforttd  smt- 
ckandUe  paying  an  ad  vaJartm  duty  of  latnty-fiM 
pa-  cent,  to  the  30(A  June,  1819,  o/wheh  wooOau 
and  eotUm»  farm  aiawtt  the  txeiiuiveartidea.foT  the 
ytart  ISI6,  IBIS,  ISIT,  oni^  I81S,  toi'lA  tAcanuimf 
of  dratebaek  annuatly  paid  on  re-exportation. 


.„„ 

Anoant  of 
dutiss. 

Amonnt  of 
drawback. 

K«t.monut 
ofduUe* 

1S15    . 

isie  -      - 

1817    - 
1816     - 

CI7,8I8,ST7 
1 1,013,  U3 
4,867,60.1 
6,7(3,008 

9189,768 
981,791 
S44,6S3 
634,807 

Si  7, 823.50* 
lD,03I,S0i 
4,3S2,8M 
6,aiB,761 

Vora.— Ttas  l^wir  remcdi  do  not  tflbrd  tnj  em 
laiDlOi  tb«  uwnmiuf  din<M,B*a  10  dMIofalih  wodi 
w1u«  dMcrtpiiani  el  cmubi,  whotiu-  ftua  India  ur 
of  oouoii  juui  fnni  eolbm  plsBtt  fgodi 
Tasiinai  DartaTXMi', 

Stgitltr't  Office,  Jan.  7,  IBSO. 

JOSEPH  N0UR8E,  J 
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BALANCES  IN  THE  TREA8CRV~FUBUC 
DEBT. 

[GommupicaUd  ta  Oh  Hoim,  Februmrjr  3,  1S80.] 
Theasubt  Depabtmzkt,  /an.  34,  1820. 

Sir  ;  Id  obedience  to  sundry  resolutions  of  the 
House  (^  RepreseDtattTes  o[  the  17di  instant,  di- 
lecline  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  report, 
first,  the  actual  balances  in  the  Treasury,  aod  in 
the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  as  agent  of  the  Navy 
and  War  Dcparlments,  and  the  amount  of  any 
salnecl  to  the  control  of  the  Conunissioners  of  the 
SwViog  Fund,  on  the  first  day  of  January,  ir~~ 
second,  the  principles  upon  which  the  receipts 
Ibe  Treuary  from  the  sales  of  the  pnUic  lands  for 
the  year  1820  have  been  eatimated ;  and,  third, 

what  amount  of  the  public  debt  will  be  rede^ 

ble,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  conVact,  it 
years  1820,  llsi,  1822, 1823,  and  4824 ;  and  what 
amount  would  be  kfi  of  the  BinJcing  Fund  in  each 
year  lespectirely  after  payment  ot  the  interest  of 
the  public  debt,  and  the  portion  of 'the  principal 
irtiieh  may  be  redeemable  within  the  year ;  I  bare 
the  honor  to  submit  two  statements,  marked  A. 
MdB. 

If  the  payments  for  public  lauds  are  made  when 
they  fall  due,  the  greatest  accuracy  might  be  at- 
Camed  in  estimating  the  receipts  into  the  Treasury 
fiHim  the  ealee  preriously  made.  So  far  as  the 
raoeipts  would  be  affected  by  sales  made,  during 
the  year  embraced  by  tbeestimate,  it  would  necea- 
aadly  be  conjectural-  But,  as  the  purchasers  are 
s(d)ject  to  no  penalty  for  delay  of  payment  un^ 
the  expiration  of  fire  years  from  the  date  of  the 
■lie,  ematpi  the  paytaent  of  interest,  a  general 
want  of  ^actuality  everywhera  prevails.  The 
sums  whuh  ought  to  be  paid  at  the  end  of  the 
second,  thivd,  asd  feunh  years,  are  more  generally 
paid  in  the  fifih  year. 

If  the  indntgenoe  whioh,  since  the  year  ISOS, 
has  been  anifonnly  extended  to  the  purchasen  of 
the  poblic  land,  had  not  grown  into  a  system,  it 
wonU  be  practicaUe  to  dcttxnune  with  sufficient 
accmaey  the  amoimt  of  the  reeetpts  ioto  the  Trea- 
sury dnnogany  year,  so  far  as  they  depended  upoQ 
sales  previously  made,  after  the  principal  land  of- 
fices had  been  opened  lor  fire  years.  The  debt 
contracted  by  the  purchase  of  lands  in  any  given 
year  woidd  not  matetially  diSer  from  the  sum 


iriiich  would  be  receivable  during  the  fifth  yeu 
after  it  was  contracted.  But  the  frequent  aiul 
geiteral  indulgence  which  has  been  esteitded  to 
the -purchasers  of  the  public  laud  has  rendered  the 
application  of  this  rule  for  estimating  the  seceipla 
into  the  Treasury  from  that  source  of  the  teveaiw 
entirely  nugsdory.  The  paymmt  of  intfteat  is,  ia 
fact,  under  this  system  of  indul^tence,  the  ptincti^ 
inducenieat  to  the  punctual  discharge  of  the  la- 
stalments  as  they  b»:ome  due,  or  at  any  later  pe- 
Etod.  As  the  use  of  moner  is  genetally  worUi 
more  than  legal  interest,  where  the  payments  are 
made,  the  want  of  punctuality  will  probably  be- 
come more  generaL  In  estimabng  iQe  probable 
receipts  into  the  Treasury  during  the  yeur  1820, 
more  reliance  has  been  placed  upon  the  quaoti? 
of  land  which  will  withm  the  year  be  oSer«d  U 
public  sate,  than  upon  the  sums  which  may  be 
payable  durins  that  period  on  account  of  sales 
previously  made. 
I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  &g. 


Stattmait  of  the  actual  halanM  v 
in  the  hanit  <^  the  TViasurer,  at  ofMt  o/Ae  War 
and  Naivy  J)^rtntat»,midAtbaimtxi»AtTrta- 

nay  a^^eetto  die  coatnl  of  the  C  * 

the  SMefng  Fimd,  onthelttii 
Balance  in  the  Treasury       -    (o)  8 
In  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  as 
agent  of  the  War  D«»rtment  - 
In  his  hands  as  agent  of  the  Nary 
Depailment     -        -        -        - 
Bslance  in  flie  Treasury  subject 
Id  the  control  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Sinking  Fund      (ft)2,378,39e  43 
(a)  This  sum  will  probably  be  increased  vhen 
the  returns  from  all  the  receivers  of  public  money, 
and  of  the  banks  in  which  they  make  their  depos- 
ites,  are  received  for  the  month  of  December.    At 
the  date  of  their  last  returns  there  were  in  their 
hands  8334,560  53,  which  sum  would  be  augment- 
ed bv  the  payments  made  during  that  month. 

(6)  or  this  sum  81,646,117  42  are  applicable  to 
the  payment  of  that  amount  of  Louisiaoa  stock 
still  outstanding,  which  was  redeemable  on  the 
21st  October,  1819. 


995,945  IS 
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StattnentoftheaiiiovfaoflheviMic  ddt  rtdtfouiUin  18S0, 18S1,  18SS,  1823,  and  1624,- 
OKvUeral  payabU  in  aad  tie  balanee  of  the  ammU  asppnprtiOto*  0/810,000,000  uhitA  wit 
pUtd  at  the  dote  <^  each  year. 
Balance  of  appropriation  fbt  1819  unapplied  inthat  year    -        -       -    88,378,398  42 
Appiopriation  for  1820 10,000,000  00 

Principal  redeemable  in  1820 :  12,378,308  4e 

Claims  on  account  of  the  instalments  of  Louisiana  stock 
payable  in  1818  and  1819,  unapplied  for  on  the  Slst 

Detember.  1819 81i846,117  42 

Residue  of  Louisiana  stock 2,»6,462  77 

Sa  per  cent,  stock  c£  1796 SOjOOO  00 

BaimbittsaDeat  of  deferred  stock  -       ■       -       -        503,196  94 
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SMi  0/  Oe  ahMtff  Utoi. 

Total  principal ^4,445,777  13 

Interest  payable  in  1830    -.*..-.      4,911,843  00 

.  $9,357^0  13 

Bal&nce  of  appropriation  -which  will  be  ua^tpUed  on  

the  31st  December,  1820 53,020,778  89 

Appropiiation  for  1821 10,000,000  00 

Piiocipal  redeemable  in  1821 : 

Reimbntaement  of  the  defened  stock     -       -        -         534^08 

Interest  parable  in  1931 4,773,777  68 

-.,— ^ _     5,307,777  76 

Balance  of  appropriation  which  will  be  unapdied  on  .-    -i.. 

the  31st  December,  ISSl 4,302,229  24 

Appropriation  for  1822 10,000,000  00 

Priociptl  redeemable  in  1822: 

Reimbuisemeat  of  th«  deferred  stock     -        .        -        566,588  75 

Interest  pa^Bble  in  1822 4,741,182  01 

r-     5,3Q7,nQ  76 

Balance  of  nppnmriatiaB  which,  will  be  unapplied  on  .    .  . 

the  3l8t  Deceailw,  I8S2 4^92,229  24 

Appropriation  for  1823 10,000,000  00 

Principal  redeemable  in  1623: 

Reimbursement  of  deferred  stock    -        .        -        .         602,836  47 

latei«st  pevaUe  in  1823 4,704,934  29 

5,307,770  76 

Balance  of  appronriatloa  which  will  be  unapplied  on  

the  Slat  I>ecen£«9, 18^ 4,692,229  S4 

Appropriation  for  1824 10,000,000  00 

PnDcipol  redeemable  in  1824 : 

Reimbnniement  of  deftnred  stock  -        .        .        -         356,868  93 

lotenst  pavahle  in  1824 466,267  31 

5,023,126  24 

Balance  of  appromiatioB  which  will  be  una^Ued  oa  n  

the  31«»  December,  1834 4^976^3  '6 

Tpt«l  amount  of  the  aunoal  B^raopnatieiis  of  $10,000^000  for  the  ysart  1320  to  1824, 
iadiuii^  which  will,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  contiacls  in  relation  to  the  re. 
dnqitisiL  of  the  pubhc  debt,  remain  unapplied  on  the  31st  Decembo:,  1824    -        -  $22,074,339  77 

Tbbasdbt  Dipartmeht,  REQifiTBR'a  Opncc,  Jamvani  22, 1820. 

JOSEPH  NOUaSS,  A9MW. 


SINKING  FUND. 

[Cammmiicatsd  to  tka  SuiiM,  Pabnwy  0,  IBM] 

WAaaiiKiTOH,  FArvarj/  5,  IflSO. 

Thfi  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fand  rcspectfullf  report  to  Congress : 

That  the  measures  which  hare  been  authorized  by  the  board,  subsequent  to  the  last  report  of  the 

SUh  of  Fetouwy,  1819,  so  fer  as  the  Mme  have  been  oMOsleted,  are  folly  detailed  in  dw  report  of  the 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  thb  board,  dated  the  4th  day  of  the  prtMDt  monA,  and  ia  the  ttate- 

ments  therein  referrod  to,  which  are  hmwith  tiaiuBiitl«d,  and  pn;«d  to  be  reoeind  as  a  pwt  «f  thk 

JOHM  QUIMCY  ADAMS,  S^i^atrf  ^  StaU. 
WM.  H.  CRAWFORD,  Sawtarju/As  ?>»«i»y. 
WU.  WIRT,  Jtfanny  OnMoL 
The  Hod.  PaianwwT  of  the  Sehate. 

Ths  SiraBUBT  DP  THE  Tasasdby  Teapect&illT  lepoita  to  the  ComrgLtMioneta  of  the  Sinking  Fund : 
TJisft  tbaaunu  dubarsed  from  the  Treasury,  miring  ^e  year  1818,  on  account  of  the  principal  an^ 
iMeresI  of  the  public  debt,  as  per  last  annual  report,  was  -  ^1,596,783  66  , 

Emm  whieb  deduct  amotmt  of  repayments  in  that  year     .        .        -         300,477  64 

L__(tia^^(» 
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state  0/  the  flhiWiy  Jbwi 

Wbicb,  with  a  nim  arising  from  damages  and  interest  on  protested  bills  of  exchange 
being  the  difference  between  the  cost  of  said  billa  at  par  and  the  kmount  receivea 
into  the  Treasorr  in  lepayment  ihei^ (a)  33,752  06 

Tog:ether  wi^  a  ftulher  auin,  being  the  difference  between  the  principal  of  stock  pur- 
chased during  the  year  1B18,  and  the  money  paid  for  the  same     -        -       ■        - 4,706  14 

Amounting,  together,  to ,     -  ff81,334,768  at 

H>Te  been  accoonted  for  in  the  following  manner,  viz : 
The  sums  actually  apnlied  during  the  year  1818,  to  tne  payment  of  the  priocipal  and 
interest  of  the  public  debt,  as  ascertained  by  accounts  rendered  to  this  Depart- 
ment, amounted,  as  appears  by  the  annexed  statement  A,  to  the 
sum  of g20,770,003  78 

In  the  reimbnisement  of  the  principal  of  the  old  6  va  coit  and  defer- 
red stocks 1,191,933  51 

In  the  redemption  of  the  domestic  debt      --...'.  277,493  S7 

In  the  redemption  of  the  Louisiana  stock 4,856,700  00 

Id  the  payment  of  the  principsl  of  Treasury  notes      .        -        -        ■  8,426,769  00 

In  the  payoient  of  certain  parts  of  the  domestic  debt        -        -        -  792  36 

14,763,688  74 

Ob  account  of  the  interest 96^011,388  67 

On  account  of  cfaorgea 4,926  31 

6,016,314  98 

20,770,003  72 
But  of  this  sum  there  was  short  provided,  consLsting  of  ondaimed 
ditideoda  on  the  pnUic  debt,  not  applied  for  by  the  proprietors,  as 

per  (he  annexed  statement  B, 128,427  69 

20,641,676  03 

The  funds  in  the  banks,  out  of  which  a  part  of  the  interest  which  accnied  on  the 
funded  debt  for  the  year  1817  was  paid,  and  which  appeared  to  be  short  provided, 

rT  statement  B  of  last  year,  was  covered  by  warrants  m  1818      -        .       -        ~         693/)58  46 
there  was  a  loss  on  exchange  in  remittances  from  America  to  Europe  during  the 
year  1818,  as  appears  by  statements  D  and  Dd,  annexed  to  the  last  report     -        -  131  76 

821.334,766  24 

(a)  Payment  by  Miuturo  and  Champlin,  per  statement 

Eoflastjear 920,506  46 

J  Cost  of  biU  for  je4,000  sterling 17,777  78 


•2,728  68 

Payment  by  A.  Brown  and  Brown  and  Hackman,  per 

statement  E  of  last  year 44,380  38 

Balance  due  by  them  for  the  cost  of  two  hill*,  per  note 
a  to  statement  Q,  accompanying  report  of  Febroary, 
1818 13,357  00 


That,  during  the  year  1819,  the  following  disbartements  were  nude  out  of  the  Treasury,  on  ac- 
eonot  of  the  princijMl  and  inleresl  of  the  puUic  debt : 

On  account  of  the  interest  on  the  funded  domestic  debt  and  reimbnracsueDt  of  the  prin- 
cipal of  the  deferred  stock    -        - 95,508,493  03 

OoMCOimt  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  Treasury  notes 82J220  29 

Onaccountof  the  redemption  of  the  Louisiana  stock 1,419,285  42 

Whereof,  in  payment  of  stock  purchaaed $203,835  69 

In  payment  of  mstalmenU  21st  October,  1618  and  1619     -  -      1,216,449  73 

$1,419,285  42 

On  account  of  the  interest  on  tite  tame,  payaUe  in  Butq^       .....        206,364  48 

On  account  of  the  redemption  of  the  domestic  debt 504,693  43 

Onaccountofcertain  parts  of  the  domestic  debt 6432 

Making  together,  as  will  appear  by  the  annexed  sutemeat  C,  the  turn  of  -       -       -   #7,721,020  96 

Digitized  by  Google 
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Suae  of  tht  SMiittg  Rmd. 

Which  disbursements  were  made  out  of  the  foUowiDg  funds,  riz : 

From  the  annutd   appropriation  of  810,000,000,  for  the  year  1619,  agreeablf  to  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  act  to  provide  for  the  redemntioD  of  the  public  debt,  pasted  the  ihiid  of 
March,  1817 57,621,605  58 

From  repaymcDta  into  the  Treasury  on  account  of  moneys  heretofore  advanced  for 
the  purchase  of  bills  of  exchange,  and  for  the  payment  of  interest  and  reimburse- 
ment of  the  funded  debt 17,199  09 

And  irom  the  appropriation  in  relation  to  Treasury  notes,  being  the  amount  of  pay- 
ments on  account  of  the  principal  and  interest  thereof,  per  statement  C,  above 
recited 82;a30  29 

Making  the  amount  paid  on  warrants,  as  above  staled y7,721,oao  96 

And  have  been  accounted  for,  as  far  as  respects  the  redemption  by  purchase  of  the  public  debt, 
under  the  act  passed  the  3d  of  March,  1817,  and  as  is  exhibited  in  statement  I,  annexed,  and  which  is 
rendered  as  a  pan  of  this  report : 

Stock  purchased  8711,957  55,  cost 8665,988  73 

The  residuary  balanee  of 7,059.038  23 

87,721,080  96 

Will  be  accounted  for  in  the  next  anntial  report,  in  conformity  with  the  accounts  which  shall  then 
hare  been  rendered  to  this  Department 

In  the  mean  time,  (he  manner  in  which  the  said  balance  has  been  applied  is  estimated  as  follows: 
There  is  estimated  to  have  been  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  deficiency  of  the  provision,  at  the  end 

of  the  year  1818,  as  per  statement  B~- 81^>4S7  69 

Also,  in  the  reimbursement  of  the  deferred  0  per  cent  stock  -  -  $K5,33i  58 
Also,  in  the  payment  of  the  principal  of  Treasury  notes  -  -  -  '  80,000  00 
Also,  towards  the  redemption  of  the  Louisiana  6  per  cent  stock,  (a)  1,815,449  73 
Also,  inpayment  of  certain  parts  of  the  domestic  debt       .        .        -  64  38 

1,780,846  63 
And  in  payment  of  interest  on  the  funded  debt  and  Treasury  notes  -      5,18^898  96 

6,967,741  59 

In  Iha  next  annual  statement  the  repayments  in  1619  will  be  exhibit- 
ed as  a  deductioQ  from  the  total  amount  of  warrants  issued  for  the 
public  debt  in  that  year,  and  of  which  this  forms  a  part,  to  the 
ammuit  of -        -  17,199  09 

And  there  is  estimated  as  remaining  unapplied  in  the  hands  of  the 
agents  in  Burop^  and  in  protested  bills,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1820, 
as  per  estimate  O,  the  sum  of-        --        ...-  64,232  18 

7,049,178  60 
Prom  which  deduct  this  sum  short  provided,  on  account  of  tmclaimed 
dividends  payable  but  not  demanded  at  the  Treasury,  (by  es- 

tiaute) 122,568  26 

6,929,610  54 

87,055,038  23 

(a)  The  amount  payable  in  1819,  on  account  of  the  Louisiana  stock  -        -       -    88,861,567  15 

Whereof,  on  application  for  payment,  warrants  were  issued  for         -        -       -        -      1,815,449  73 

Remained  to  be  issued  after  the  1st  of  January,  1820 81.^6,1^7  48 

That,  on  the  81st  of  October,  1820,  the  last  instalment  of  the  Louisiana  stock,  amounting  to  8^,316,- 
462  77,  will  be  payable. 

That  in  compliance  with  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1817,  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  pnblic  debt,  the  eertiScates  which,  by  payment  or  purctiase,  have  become  the  property  of 
the  United  States,  are  re^arly  cancelled. 

A  atatonenl  marked  H  is  annexed,  which  exhibits  the  amount  of  the  debt  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 
try,  1820. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted.  WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

TmuUUKT  DEPAnTKEHT,  Rbruary  4,  1820. 

[The  tibaJaT  itataiBBnls  of  dalails,  which  are  volnminoos,  an  maittad.] 
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Rtmon^iranet  ogaiMt  a  Aamg*  in  Om  Ruenm  Sj/iten. 


[CommBDioted  to  the  Senate,  Fabtuai;  B,  ISSD.] 
Ta  the  honorable  tht  Senate  and  Uouae  of^  Rm^aad- 

aHoet  of  the  United  Statu  of  America  in  Oongreu 

avemaied: 

The  undersized,  merchaats  and  inhabitaota  of 
Baliimoie,  be^  leave  to  present  to  your  honorable 
body  die  seniimenls  which  they  anxiously  enlei- 
tain  on  (he  proposed  measure  of  diacoDtinniDg 
credit  OB  inqtort  duties  and  denying  drawbacks  on 
duties. 

Your  memorialists  contemplate  the  proposed 
diange  with  concern;  and  they  would,  ii^eed. 
view  any  such  projected  innovation  with  alarm  it 
they  did  not  belieTe  that  the  mercantile  interest  is 
under  watchful  and  wise  control  in  youi  bonora- 
Ue  body.  A  lenient  sjrstem  of  imposts  on  foreign 
oomnurce  it,  in  the  opmion  of  your  memorialists, 
not  only  conducive  to  actire  commerce,  but  also 
farorable  to  the  public  revenue:  and  undn  such 
a  system  the  commerce  of  the  United  Slates  has 
flourished,  and  the  national  Treasury  has  been 
enriched.  Fat  a  course  which  hitherto  has  liehly 
and  faitJiTully  answered  erery  abject  of  the  laws, 
and  erery  demand  which  tlie  fiscal  policy  has 
made  upon  comioefce,  it  is  now  proposed  to  sub' 
atitute  a  system  at  oiee  eiperimentai,  harsh,  and 
precarious.  Under  the  existing  terms  of  the  col- 
lection of  duties,  ihe  United  States  have  surdy 
experienced  but  Uule  cause  for  discontent :  and 
your  memorialists  can,  with  the  most  confident 
anticipation,  declare,  tiiat  fewer  evasions  of  law 
and  fewer  defaults  in  payeient  hare  taken  place 
under  the  present  system  than  wbat  will  occur 
under  the  ri^d  and  peremptory  conditions  towhieh 
that  system  is  proposed  to  be  contractad.  The  ex- 
action of  duties  huherto,  on  principles  liberal  and 
pmdent,  and  gradual  and  gentle  in  its  opuation, 
luu  afforded  to  industrious  commercial  euterpme 
the  patronage  whioh  judicious  policy  oweg  to  it. 
Bach  a  patrontfe  is  vitally  due  to  it  in  a  country 
whose  energies  an  exott«d  and  cultivated  by  com- 
netce,  whose  power  is  in  so  great  a  diE^ree  tba 
fruit  of  commercej  whose  rank  amooe  nations 
owes  to  it  so  much  of  its  elevation.  The  poRcy  which 
pamdea  our  present  code  of  duties  contemplates 
and  adopts  meritorioos  enterprise  as  part  of  the 
BMioaal  wealth,  and,  viewing  a  free  and  extended 
OMUMtveat  the  most  bountiful  source  of  revenue, 
and  aiircat  means  of  power,  does  not  consecrate 
Ihe  field  of  oommerce  to  the  capitalist,  and  miake 
it  Ihe  monopoly  of  the  rich. 

Tiie  polioy  which  now  dignifies  our  system  of 
duties  aM«u»es  that  principle  of  sterling  truth,  that 
all  duties  on  imports  are  taxes  on  coDsamption ; 
and  hence,  how  fair  and  important  is  it  that  some 
time  should  be  granted  to  ute  importa  to  convc^y 
to  the  consumw  the  articles  of  importation.  Not 
only  the  custom,  but  the  very  nature  of  commerce 
rcqtiirea,  in  almost  every  instance  of  sale,  that  M 
least  some  term  of  credit  shall  be  afforded  to  the 
purchaaar ;  aod  hcace,  some  period  must  be  al- 
Iow;ed  to  the  importer  to  levy  the  tax  for  the 
United  States,  aod  Borne  estimate  ought  to  be 


made  by  out  system  of  revenue  of  tbe  defaf  of 
tales.  In  few  or  no  cases  does  the  credit  on  the 
duty  exceed  the  period  within  which  the  capital 
can  be  realized,  or  recovered  from  stapeiue. 

In  the  terms  of  those  duties  upon  wnich  a  draw- 
back  is  paid,  the  principle  lo  which  your  memo- 
rialists allude  appears  to  receive  a  more  dialect 
and  marked  respect.  The  duty  originally  charged 
is  there  only  contingent  upon  the  stay  and  con- 
sumption 01  the  articles  in  the  country,  and  the 
term  of  credit  there  extended  by  theUnited  States 
is  the  period  to  the  imjwKet  for  ascettaioiag  wbe- 
ther  they  shall  be  appropriated  for  consumption  or 
exportec  to  a  foreign  quarter.  Duties  in  Aese 
caeeB  being  thus  contingent  in  the  eye  of  our  rev- 
enue policy,  a  credit  is  here  not  so  much  an  iadul- 
eence  to  the  importer  as  a  necessary  sequel  from 
the  nature  of  the  duft.  Must,  then,  all  principle 
be  here  violated,  and  the  intolerable  severity  be 
here  prescribed  by  Government  to  the  importer. 
that  he  shall  enjoy  no  credit,  however  natural  ana 
essential  an  attendant  it  be  on  the  duty  chained 
against  his  importation?  Toar  memorialists  do 
believe  as  a  mailmj  safe  a«  a  guide,  and  propitious 
wherever  it  ia  applied,  that  not  only  by  thedietate 
of  the  law,  but,  in  every  conakvclioa  of  poUcy, 
duties  are  empbatically  a  lien  on  the  articles  mo- 

ff\&&  to  them ;  lltey  attach  to  than,  and  should 
^ih^ed  from  them. 

Where,  in  the  collection  of  duties,  the  UoiIcA 
States  surrender  to  the  importer  the  specific  arti- 
cles, their  claim  against  him  is  not  then  embarked 
upon  the  conscience  or  substance  of  the  individual 
importer;  but  two  additional  pledges  are  involved  I 

in  the  responsibilitv.  Their  means  are  bound,  and 
the  assurance  of  their  char«cler  is  ^ven,  all  tn^ 
utary  to  the  demand  of  the  United  SMes.  Intei- 
wovea  with  ibis  strong  defence,  is  that  pceleTred 
claim  which  the  UniKd  Slates  has  against  the 
property  of  its  debtor,  a  suprems  gterogatire  ben, 
which  thus  furnishes  a  secuutycalcultted  toelerate 
the  United  Stales  aluwat  above  the  danger  of  loss. 
The  necessity  which  binds  every  importer  to  give 
to  the  Government  such  a  security,  while  their  dis- 
uetioQ  in  considering  it  is  unieilnittcd,woaUaeem 
to  be  asuflKient  guard  against  aU  i^portatioaa  des- 
tined for  sacrifice,  or  toaidaoy  wtmlonsehoneaof 
private  finance:  and  yourmemorialistscanscarcelr 
imagine  that,  for  premeditated  sacrifice,  any  %ooi» 
have  been  imported  into  this  countrv.  Your  me- 
morialists cannot  conceive  that,  where  a  three- 


fold security,  in  fortune  and  co««neroi«l  icwi&- 
lioo,  is  Foquired  by  the  United  Statee,  as  prdimi- 
nary  to  the  credit  on  duties,  the  indulgence  of 
(»edit  could  prompt  or  &i»lit*le  any  iinvortuiem 
not  in  the  course  of  honest  industry.  Commeroe 
always  tends  u  exttemca;  oictsaes  oi  tnding 
occur  under  all  systems  aM  in  the  ftecst  paii- 
ndn  nf  f  nmmwTJnl  pmipnity  But  if  inpomlion 
aweltu 


xnetunei  awelt  untit  baanesa  ttifnstes,  corn- 
has  a  power  q£  sel^orreotioB  and  vm  le- 
source  (£  sdwcoovery,  aoA  rcrenes  soon  a^y  the 
intemperate  ambition  of  gain. 

Your  memorialists  tiee4  net,  howevo^  dwell  upon 
the  inherent  ene^es  of  emxMrae,  aad  itt  cbbi 
and  flowsj  nor  show  how  cfftvinly,  by  the  nln- 
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taiy  force  of  experience  and  competition,  it  is  soon 
Ebom  of  aU  iDordiuale  adventure,  builE  upon  des- 
perate or  faaciful  speculation.  Tlie  present  sys- 
tern  of  duties,  allho4^h  its  iuduleeoce,  oi  ratber  iis 
equity,  is  so  necessary  an  auxiliary  to  the  small 
commercial  capital  of  the  United  States,  has  con- 
nived at  and  contributed  to  none  of  the  irregulari- 
ties of  our  commerce.  All  that  bare  oocurr«d 
may  be  explained  by  the  late  history  ofEurope,  or 
traced  to  tae  very  spirit  of  commerce  itself,  since 
fiuctuation  and  irtegutarity  are  inseparable  frmn 
its  life  and  moiion.  Restriction  may  make  com- 
merce of  smooth  and  uniform  surface,  but  it  can- 
not be  so  without  being  sluggish  and  shallow;  and 
nntil  commerce  be  so  tamed  by  restriction  and 
embarrassment,  and  become  the  privilege  of  the 
wealthy,  it  will  be  subject  to  irregularity  and  this 
inequality  of  cbanieter.  Young  as  our  country  is, 
and  far  from  being  endowed  with  abundant  com- 
mercia!  capital,  the  nect^sary  consequence  of  the 
proposed  alteration  in  the  payment  of  the  duties 
wilt  be  to  consign  commerce  to  the  grasp  of  a  few, 
expelling  from  the  franchise  of  commerce,  as  it 
will,  those  who  have  but  moderate  means,  aithoush 
they  be  annexed  to  character  and  enterprise.  This 
revolution  in  our  revenue  system  will  limit  com- 
merce to  the  circle  of  the  capitalists;  and  com- 
merce, the  banis  and  pride  of  our  fame,  will  dwin- 
dle into  the  diminutive  condition,  and  fade  into 
the  pitiful  character  of  a  monopoly!  Witness  the 
&te  of  Spain!  Wkat  if  goods  do  now  occasion- 
ally accumulate  inordinately,  and  if  legular  cal- 
culating industry  sometimes  suffers  by  the  careless 
aacrifices  made  by  wanton  speculators;  will  not 
the  consumer,  the  whole  mass  of  society,  be  sub- 
jected to  severe  and  painful  terms  under  the  new 
systeml  Is  there  not  more  enormity  in  the  danger 
tnat  exorbitant  prices  will  then  be  dictated  by  tne 
select  importers  than  nound  of  rational  regret  that 
prices  have  sunk  while  the  existing  system  has 
prevailed  1  This  is  one  of  the  sure  results  of  the 
proposed  change,  and,  though  there  be  a  fMiuse  in 
tnismess  now,  commerce  wUl  ever  be  partial  and 
inadequate  then. 

There  ia,  indeed,  one  palliative  against  all  re- 
strictions which  press  on  the  very  nerve  of  com- 
merce, and,  though  the  refuge  tie  a  profane  one, 
your  memorialists  appeal  to  numan  natnre,  and 
the  history  of  the  commercial  world,  whether  it 
be  not  certainly  and  invariably  the  rewuroe,  where 
commerce  is  severely  confined.  Your  memorialists 
bereallade  to  the  practice  of  smuggling;  and  they 
make  this  allusion  not  onlv  under  perfect  convic- 
tion, but  with  feelings  of  alarm.  Your  meaiorial- 
iats  call  on  your  honorable  body  to  consider  how 
&r  the  universal  Gdetity  of  this  coimtry  to  the  rev- 
enue law  has  been  commensurate  with  the  interest 
of  the  mercantile  community,  and  with  their  sense 
of  justice}  and^  though  your  memorialists  do  not 
mean  to  identify  mercantile  virtue  with  interest, 
yet,  with  many,  even  the  justice  of  Qovemment  is 
measured  by  calculations  of  interest  I  Your  memo- 
rialists beg  you  to  reflect  whether  the  proposed 
aevetity  will  not  instigate  delinquency;  whether 
the  revenue  laws  will  not,  in  maay  instances,  be 
evaded,  with  all  the  senoai  eonsequenoeaof  ivch 


ciirainalily,  uot  only  to  tbe  national  morals,  but 
also  to  the  natitmal  Treasury. 

Unless  the  United  Slates  can  make  a  discrimi- 
naiion  in  the  amount  of  duties  between  citizens 
and  foreigners,  no  change  in  the  terms  of  payment 
can  ever  exclude  foreigners  from  competing  with 
citizens,  whenever  such  privileges  belong  to  them. 
But  they  enter  into  the  crowd  of  competition,  and 
competition  always  regulates  its  own  wholesome 
eitenL  Your  memorialists  on  this  point  think  it 
indisputable  that  the  introduction  of  foreign  capi- 
tal into  our  country,  by  this  foreign  participation 
in  our  trade,  has  been  of  essential  benefit — an  im- 
portant aid  in  the  present  inadequate  amonnt  of 
our  own  commercial  capital. 

Your  memorialists  Uig  you  to  reflect  earnestly 
and  feelingly  on  the  subject  of  discontinuing  draw- 
backs on  duties,  and  to  remember  (bat  the  advan- 
tage of  drawback  is  emphatically;  our  license  for 
conducting  a  carrying  trade.  It  is  to  the  beneSls 
of  this  branch  of  trade  that  the  United  States 
principally  owes  all  that  rapid  advancement  which 
IS  at  all  attributable  to  commerce,  and  to  this  that 
it  bas  hitherto  been  indebted  for  its  pecuniary 
abilities.  To  extmguisb  drawbacks  is  at  once  a 
sentence  of  banishment  against  American  mer- 
chants from  a  commerciafsphere  of  the  greatest 
national  and  individual  profiL  If  the  United 
States  thus  deprives  us  of  all  that  remains  to  us 
of  our  former  greatness  in  this  branch  of  com- 
merce, but  a  miserable  fragment  of  oommerce 
will  continue  to  the  Ameciean  people  I  To  idxdith 
drawtack  will  have  this  fand  etfeot;  for  what 
shall  we  meet  but  inevitable  loss,  if  we  venture  into 
the  com[>etition  of  a  foreign  market  with  goods 
loaded  with  the  gross  duty,  of  which,  by  the  judi- 
cious policy  of  our  present  system,  we  are  now 
disencumbered  7  The  question  of  drawback  is  in- 
deed a  vital  question,  and  involves  the  vocation 
and  prosperitj;  of  thourands  whose  pursuits,  during 
a  long  and  brilliant  lapse  of  time,  nave  be^  tribn- 
tary  to  the  treasure  and  renown  of  the  Union. 

When  your  memorialists  consider  that  the  pres- 
ent system  of  duties  bas  pressed  leniently  opon 
American  commerce,  and  has  yet  been  richly  and 
faithfully  productive  to  the  United  States;  when 
we  consider  that  the  proposed  change  of  making 
duties  payable  in  cash  will  imprison  commerce 
within  the  limits  of  a  dictatorial  monopoly,  whose 
members  will  by  their  wealth  be  constituied  the 
representatives  of  the  once  universal  American 
commerce ;  when  we  consider  that  tbe  consumers, 
the  great  body  of  society,  vrill  be  subjected  to  ap- 
pressive  terms,  which  give  an  nn&ir  proportion  to 
ibeir  labor  and  their  rdation  to  tbe  Ooverament — 
when  all  this  is,  to  tbe  minds  of  your  memorialists, 
the  certain  offspring  of  this  paralyzing  change, 
your  memorialists  ask  you,  not  only  in  justice  but 
numanity — not  as  the  patrons  of  commerce,  but  as 
friends  of  your  country — to  forbear  from  this  in- 


Your  memorialisiB,  viewng  the  abolition  of 
drawbacks  aa  an  excommunieation  from  a  trade 
which  yielded  so  muob  to  enrich  and  diatjngniah 
us,  and  whioh,  in  many  points,  does  not  in  the 
Irauotest  degree   confiict  with   any  imaginable 
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,  >licv,  c 

(o  the  Uaited  States  of  commercial  beoefil,  and  a  work  of  ruin  to  the  iadifiduats  who  depend  oa 
thai  tnde  which  it  foatered  bv  the  indulgence  of  drawback. 

ISAAC  MoKIM,  and  vikm. 


RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITITREB. 

[CommuDioted  to  the  Houm  of  RopriwDtitiTsi,  Fabraiiy  16,  1B30.] 

Department  or  State,  Rbruorj/  7,  18S0. 
Sir:  Id  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  6th  of  January  last, 
directing  (he  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  lay  before  the  House  "  statements  of  the  receipts  and  expen- 
ditures of  the   United  States,  from  the  commeiicement  of  the  Federal  GoTernmenI  until  the  31st  of 
'December  last,  distinguishing  the  rerenue  derived  from  customs,  internal  taxes,  direct  tax,  postage, 

Eublic  lands,  and  miscellaneous  sources;  and,  also,  classing  the  expendilures  under  the  lollowiog 
eads;  military,  viz.,  pay  and  subsistence  of  tne  arm)^,  fortih cations,  ammunition,  arms,  armine  the 
militia,  detachments  of  militia,  services  of  militia,  services  of  volunteers;  Indian  Department;  Naval 
Department;  foreign  intercourse;  civil  list;  miscellaneous  civil  expenses;  Revolutionary  pensions : 
other  pensions ;  eioibiting  an  aggregate  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  for  each  year  separately^"  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  eDcIosol  tetter  and  statemeuiB  from  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  which 
give  the  information  required. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 
Hon.  Speaker  ofUu  Hoiue  of  R^rttentativet. 

Treabort  Dbpartiumt,  Rbqibtbr's  Orncs,  Abruory  4,  1830. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  a  statement  formed  in  pur^tnnce  of  a  resolution  of 

the  Houae  of  RqiresenCaiives  of  the  United  State*  of  the  6th  nltimo,  with  aecompuiyiitg  document), 

marked  A,  B,  and  C. 

The  receipts  into  the  Treasury,  from  Customs,  have  been 8318,738,161  OS 

Inlernal  revenue  31,715,964  85 

Direct  taxes 12,560,130  45 

Postage  of  letters 1,081,618X5 

Sales  of  public  lands 18,387,828  03 

Miscdlaneous 3,005,331  24 

374,389,033  74 
The  receipts  from  foreign  and  domestic  loans,  as  per  statement  A,  amount  to         -      143,314,753  74 

Toul  receipts  to  the  30th  June,  1819,  the  latest  period  to  which  the  Treasurer** 
account  is  settled  at  the  Treasury $517,703,787  4S 

Hu  tspthdit/u/ftt  an  ttatti,  vit; 
Pay  and  snbaistence  of  the  army        ....  $64,907,056  73 
Pay  of  deranged  officers  and  discharged  soldien  1,200,000  00 

OratuiiiesandiraTdlinzexpensestodiMbargedMldien  70,000  00 

Forage l,108,S9a  78 

Cbthiog 11,464,635  17 

Bounties  and  premiums 4,684,636  48 

Medical  and  hospiul  dei»rtment       ....      1,381,452  39 

Quartermaster'*  departmenl 16,834,434  39 

Contingent  account   -.•..-.      3,790,182  80 

Miscellaneous 489,967  91 

$105,011,158  64 

fbr/oTtiJUatiojit,  vii: 
FwtificatiDDsofporta  and  harbor)     .       .       •       -    $4,374,805  26 
Fortifications,  anenals,  masazines,  and  irmmries       •      3,739,512  76 

FortificatioM 3,678,721  30 

DefeauTa  protection  of  the  frtrntiers  -        -      1,270,029  63 

12,063,069  15 
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AmmDnittoa 8317,485  90 

Arms 9,061,095  53 

Arming  the  militia    ----.-'-.-.      3,080,000  00 

Deuchment  of  militia 170,000  00 

Servicea  of  militia     -----..-..      6,308^377  73 
Semces  of  lolunteeen 1 090,000  00 

$135,931,126  96 

fadian  Dtpartrntnt,  vi* : 

lodiaa  supplies 2,615,439  46 

Treaties 1,562,631  51 

Trading  houses 533,701  79 

4,701,752  76 

Naral  E)epartment 65,932,670  3S 

Fbrtiffii  mitretmm,  eii : 
Expenses  of  foreigii  intercom^  ezclusive  of  Bsrbarf  Powers,  and  including  the  nam 
of  96,389,363  47  paid  under  the  convention  with  Great  Britain  of  the  8th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1302,  and  with  Fiance  of  30th  April,  1803,    ....    12,003,98873 

Barbary  Powers 2,651,545  84 

14,665,534  67 

CiTil  list,  including  the  sum  of  $34,030  19,  the  amount  of  annniliea  and  grants  -    19,381,963  63 

MiaceUaneoasciTiTexpensesiineluding  the  sum  of  $43,493  71,  the  amoimt  of  annuities 

and  gmnis 16,3S3,960  78 

ReTolutionary  pensiona •..         300^000  00 

Other  pensions 3,263;B46  38 


To  which  add  the  espoidilUTes  in  relation  to  the  payment  of  the  intereM  and  charges 
on  the  foreign  loans,  and  principal  of  the  foreign  and  domestic  debt  at  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States,  and  by  the  commissioners  abroad,  as  per  statement  B,   -        -  253,741,675  80 

And  the  expenditures  on  account  of  the  ReTolntionary  QoTernment,  as  per  state- 
ment C, 316,368  70 

Sum  total  of  expenditures  from  the  4th  March.  1789,  to  the  30th  June,  1819,     -        -  513,567,108  09 
Which,  with  the  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  30th  June,  1819,     ....      4,136,679  39 


Make  the  sum  toUl  of  receipts  as  before  stated 517,703,787  48 


Similar  statements  having  heretofore  been  rendered,  under  dates  of  3lst  Hatch,  1810,  24th  Decem- 
ber, 1812,  and  20lfa  January,  1816^  by  orders  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Slates, 
those  now  tbrmed  are  a  continuation  in  the  same  form,  and  only  vary  in  a  distribution  of  expenditttte 
to  objects  which  had,  in  some  instances,  been  incorporated  under  the  general  head  of  military  estab- 
meni,  particularly  in  the  recent  call  of  the  House  t6  distinguish  the  Revolutionary  and  other  pensioDB. 

to  31st  Decembe  .       , 

to  the  31st  December,  1819.    It  was  found  that  we  could  not  render  the  receipts  to  a  later  period  than 

the  30th  June  last. 


purpose  of  exhibiting  the  expenditures  for  the  whole  of  the  year  1819,  those  from  Ist  July 
cemoer  are  added  at  foot,  subject  to  variation  in  the  settlement  of  the  Treasurer's  accounts 
"         '       ■"""     ''  "       '  -'    -  ■ .      .        ,     ^^  receipts  to  a  later  period  thai 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Btfitttm: 


Hon.  Wm.  H.  CaAwroBO,  Stcntarp  tftitt  TnatmTf. 

[Th*  acMupatijiBK  tsUes,  showing  lb*  dslalb,  briny  vdnminoDS,  are  nsfssssrily  oisltlad.] 


BANKS  AND  THE  CURRENCY. 

[CoBunnnicatadtotlM  Honis  of  SeprsssntativM,  FsbratryU,  ISSO.] 

Tbeasobt  DBFAaTMBHT,  iUriMsry  12,  18S0. 

Sib:  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Represeota lives,  passed  on  the  1st  of  March, 

1619,  directing  "the  Secretary  of  the  Treasttry  to  tiaosmit  to  Congress,  at  an  early  period  in  the 

next  session,  a  general  statement  of  the  condiuon  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  its  <AceB, 

similar  to  the  return  made  to  him  by  the  bank ;  and  a  statnnent,  exhibiting,  as  nearly  as  may  be 

CticaUe,  the  amount  of  capital  invested  in  the  different  chartered  banks  in  the  seTeral  States  and 
District  of  Columbia,  the  amount  oS  notes  issued  by  those  banks  and  in  circnlalicw,  the  pub- 
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lie  and  private  deposites  in  them,  the 
loans  and  discouniE  made  b^  them  Bsd  lemaining 
unpaid,  aod  the  total  qoaatiiv  of  specie  the;^  pos- 
sess ;  and,  also,  to  report  sucn  measures  as,  in  hij 
opinion,  ma.y  be  expedient  to  procure  and  retain  h 
■ufficieot  quantitj  of  gold  and  silver  coin  in  the 
United  StBtes,  or  to  supjdv  a  circulating  medium, 
in  place  of  specie,  adapted  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
country,  and  within  the  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment,"! have  the  honor  to  submit  the  subjoined 
report  and  statements. 

Statement  A  exhibits  the  condition  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  and  its  offices  on  the  30th  of 
September,  1819. 

Statement  B  exhibits  the  amount  of  bank  capi- 
tal authorized  by  law  during  the  years  1814, 1815, 
1816,  and  1817.  As  this  statement  is  founded 
upon  the  applications  made  to  the  Treasury  tinder 
the  acts  imposing  Stamp  duties,  it  is  believed  to  be 
substantially  correct.  The  average  dividends  upon 
ivhiob  (he  stamp  duty  vas  paid,  during  those 
years,  amounted  to  about  Kren  and  a  half  per 
cent,  upon  the  nominal  amount  of  eaprtal ;  it  is, 
however,  a  matter  of  general  notoriety  that  the 
dividrads  upon  bank  Capital  actually  paid  ex- 
ceeded that  rate.  If  it  is  assumed  that  the  divi- 
dends declared,  and  upon  which  the  duty  was 
paid,  unounted  during  thoseyears  to  ten  per  cent, 
then  thecapitalBetually  paidin  the  year  1817  in- 
stead of  being  more  than  9135,000,090,  as  it  is 
exhibited  in  statement  B,  w&  befonnd  to  beabont 
894,000,000;  but,  when  it  is  recoUected  that,  after 
the  ftret  payment  required  by  the  charters  of  the 
difierent  banks,  they  have  generally  gone  into 
operation,  it  is  probable  that  a  considerable  nro- 
portion  of  the  remaining  payments  have  added 
nothing  to  their  active  capital.  This  fact  being 
BKmm«l,  and  a  deduction  being  made  of  the 
amount  of  permanent  accommodation  enjoyed  by 
the  Btockholdere,  in  thelt  respectire  tnuiks,  the 
actira  bonk  capital  of  the  TTnited  States  may  be 
ftirljr  estimated  at  a  aom  not  exceeding  8'5;000,- 
000.  That  these  dednetions  ought  to  be  made,  in 
an  attespt  to  ascertain  the  real  amount  of  t»nk 
eapiinl,  eannot,  it  is  presumed,  be  contested.  IT  a 
Btoekjlolder  to  the  amount  of  910,000  has  a  per- 
manent ttocomtnodation  in  the  bank  of  98,000,  he 
has,  in  fact,  but  92,000  of  capital  in  the  bank. 
This  is  equally  true  when  a  portion  of  his  sub- 
scription has  been  paM  with  his  own  note,  how- 
.  ii__i — ,         1.       as  the  note  remains 

e  real  capitid  of  the 

Stich.  it  is  believed,  has  been  the  process  by 
which  the  capital  of  most  of  the  Iwnka  has  been 
formed,  whicn  have  been  incorporated  since  the 
commencement  of  the  late  war.  Since  tliat  pe- 
riod, banks  have  been  inoorporated,  not  because 
there  was  capital  seeking  investment  j  not  because 
the  places  where  they  were  estaUlshed  had  com- 
merce uid  maaafaeraiw  iriiich  re^niivd  their  fet- 
tering aid;  bntbecaawmeiiwitka«t'activ>eoapitaI 
wanted  the  m^ns  of  obtainiiig  l«atn,  which  their 
standing  in  the  cnnmnnity  Wonld  not  command 
from  banks  or  individuals  having  r«al  capitid  and 
ciubluhed  credit    Hence  the  mnlt^city  of  loc*! 


banks,  scattered  over  the  face  of  the  coimtry,  ita 
^rticular  parts  of  the  Union,  which,  by  the  depre- 
ciation of  their  paper,  have  levied  a  tax  t^en  tbe 
communities  within  the  pale  of  titeii  inSnenee 
exceeding  the  public  contributions  paid  by  tkeia. 

Statement  G  presents  the  condidon  of  the  State 
banks  from  wbich  returns  have  been  received,  or 
have  been  transmitted  by  the  Secretaries  of  State 
of  difierent  States,  in  conformity  with  the  request 
of  the  Treaty  Department.  By  comparing  this 
statement  with  statement  B,  it  will  be  perceive 
that  it  is  verv  imperfect.  Independently  of  the 
banks  which  nave  been  created  since  tbe  year 
1817,  it  will  be  discovered  that  bank  capital  to  the 
amount  of  more  than  $18,000,000,  comprehended 
in  statement  B,  is  not  embraced  in  it.  As  the 
amount  of  bank  capital  eshibtted  in  natement  C 
is  973,000,000,  and  Its  specie  99;a28,000,  the  whole 
^)ecie  poaseawd  by  the  9tate  ban^  may  be  esti' 
mated  at  912,250,000;  if  to  this  sum  beadded  the 
specie  in  tbe  possession  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  attd  its  oSices,  fl»e  ^ecie  capital  of  all  the 
banks  in  tbe  Uwted  States  may  b«  estimated  at 
915,500,000.  There  are  no  means  of  ascerteinrn^ 
with  any  degree  of  precision,  the  amotmt  of  specie 
in  circolation ;  it  Is  probable,  however,  that  it  does 
not  exceed  94,500,000.  Assumiag  this  amonnt  to 
be  nearly  correct,  tbe  whole  met^lic  currency  of 
the  Union  may  be  estimated  at  $20,000  000.  Ap- 
plying the  same  rule  for  aseertriniag  tiie  ch«1ria- 
tion  of  the  banks  not  embraced  by  MAemeni  C 
whiiA  baa  been  employed  to  detenmne  ttteir  spe- 
cie, the  whole  amount  of  bank  notes  in  cvodntioQ 
may  be  estimated  at  ^,000,000.  It  is  probable, 
bowever,  that  this  estimate  is  loo  hisli,  as,  accord- 
ing to  the  general  tnactice  of  banks,  all  notes  issued 
are  considered  in  circulation,  which  are  not  in  the 
possession  of  the  bonk  bv  which  th^  Wa«  ism^l. 
A  reasonable  deduction  oeing  made  mim  the  notes 
snpposed  to  be  in  circulation,  but  which  are,  in 
fkot,  in  tbe  pmsMitfn  of  other  hanks,  it  is  probaUe 
that  the  actual  eihnlation,  both  of  paper  and  spe- 
cie, is  less  at  this  time  Aan  945,000,000.  By  the 
same  mode  of  calculation,  the  whde  smomt  of 
discounts  may  be  estimated  at  91S6,MD;000. 

The  destruction  or  loss  of  the  returns  wadiE  to 
Hie  Treasury  before  the  year  1818,  ^  the  banks 
in  which  the  public  money  was  deposited,  pre- 
veots  any  satisfhctory  comparison  being  drawn 
between  their  condition  before  and  since  that  pe- 
riod. GomfBrative  MatemeiHs,  bowCTer,  have 
baeureeeivad  from  sixl««a-bai^  in  diffisent  parts 
of  the  Union,  showing  their  situation  on  the  30tlt 
day  of  September,  in  tbe  years  1813,  1815,  and 
1819.  BystatementD,  it  appears  that  those  banks, 
at  the  first  period,  with  a  capital  of  $6,903,263, 
and  with  93,059,149  of  specie  in  their  vaulu,  cir- 
culated 9^,945,344  of  their  notes,  and  discounted 
to  the  amount  of  912,990,975;  at  the  second  pe- 
riod their  capital  was  98,852,371,  specie  91,^^- 
918,  drculatioD  90,944,757,  nnd  dueoabts  015,- 
727,US;  and  at  the  third  period  tbeii  cadlal  vm 
99,711,960,  specie  81,73CkOft6,  cireulaiton  »4,S69,- 
284,  and  discotmts  912^959,560. 
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capital  in  the  United  States  exceeded  $80,000,000. 
tt  IS  uaderstood  ibst  a  large  addition  wai  made 
to  it  in  that  yeu  ia  several  of  tlie  States.  If  it  be 
admitted  that  Eocti  addition  amouiiied  to  Sl5,000,- 
000,  the  baok  capital  in  operation  in  the  year  1813 
maf  be  stated  at  $651,000,000.  Alloniog  to  this 
capital  the  same  amomit  of  specie,  cireulatiaa, 
and  discounts,  as  was  comparatiTely  possexsed  by 
the  banks  comprehended  in  iiaiemeut  D,  the  esti- 
mate will  be,  specie  828,000,000,  clrculaiian  $62,- 
000,000,  and  discounta  $117,000,000.  In  ISIS  the 
bank  capital  had  increased  to  8^,000,000 ;  whilst, 
upon  the  sanje  principle  of  calculation,  the  specie 
wotild  hare  been  estimated  at  $16,500,000,  circu- 
lation Bl  $99,000,000,  and  diacoanbi  at  $150,000.- 
000.  Appl]riiiK  this  principle  to  the  $125,000,000 
of  bank  captsTin  operation  during  the  year  1819, 
Ute  specie  possessed  by  all  the  banks  would  amount 
to  921,500,000,  ctreulacion  $53,000,000,  and  dis- 
counts $157,000,000. 

These  laat  result^  with  the  exception  of  the  dis- 
counts, very  matenally  differ  from  those  which 
have  been  obtained  bytbe  mode  of  calculation  pre- 
viously adopted ;  they,  nererthdesi,  furnish  mate- 
riab  which  may  be  useful  in  the  firogrew  of  this 
inquiry.  From  them  the  followmg  deductions 
may  be  drawn : 

Isi.  That,  in  the  year  1613,  the  circulation  of 
bank  notes  was  nearly  equal  to  the  bank  capital. 

3d.  That,  in  the  year  1815,  it  exceeded  lite  cap- 
ital by  ooe-ei^blh. 

3d.  That,  m  the  year  1819,  it  was  less  than  the 
capital  nearly  in  the  proportion  of  1  to  2.5. 

4Lh.  That,  whilst  the  amotmt  of  bank  cafHial 
haa  increased  since  1813  from  siiiy-five  to  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  millions,  the  metallic 
basiiLupon  which  tbecirculation  of  notes  ia  founded, 
has  decreaiied  in  the  piopottion  of  15.5  to  28 ;  being 
equal  to  44.6  per  ceuL 

Sih.  That  the  circulation  of  notes  in  the  year 
1819,  in  proportion  to  the  specie  in  the  possession 
of  the  banks,  exceeded  that  of  1813  by  25.9  per 
cent. 

Sth.  That,  in  the  vear  1813,  the  discounts,  in 
proportion  to  the  bank  capital  employed,  exceeded 
those  of  1815  in  the  ratio  of  18  to  17,  and  those  of 
1819  in  the  ratio  of  18  to  12. 

7th.  That  the  increase  of  bank  notes  in  circula- 
tion, between  the  yean  1813  atid  1815, 


the  mcreieeof  discount*  during  the  sane  period  by 
$4,000,000  i  whikt  the  specie  in  the  vanfta  of  the 
tanks  was  diminished  $ll,0DO,0Oa 

8th.  That  whibt,  betweeik  Uia  yettrs  1815  and 
1819,  an  atUition  of  $37,000,000 has  been  madeto 
the  uomtnal  hank  aapital,  but  $6,000,000  have  been 
added  to  the  aggregate  amount  of  discounts. 

It  is  probable  tlwt,  between  the  year  1811  and 
the  year  1813,  a  considerable  addition  was  made  to 
the  paper  circulation  of  the  eonniry.  From  a 
return  of  the  former  Bank  of  the  Uaiied  Slates, 
maUeto  the  Treaauryin  1808,  it  appears  that,  with 
$15,300,000  of  specie,  is  circulated  only  $4,787,000 
of  notes.  Another  return  made  in  1810  snows  its 
condition  was  not  materially  changed.  Shortly 
alter  the  expiration  of  ila  charter,  bank  eafMtal,  to 
a  great  amount,  vas  inc<nporatcd  in  sotoe  of  ihe 
16th  Con.  1st  8Baa^-7S 


States.  The  expenditures  produced  by  the  war 
which  was  declared  in  1812,  without  doubt,  con- 
tributed, in  some  degree,  to  produce  the  difference 
between  the  condition  of  tbe  sixteen  banks  already 
referred  to,  and  that  of  the  former  Bank  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted States.  If  it  be  admitted,  however,  that  the 
circulation  in  1813  was  not  redundant,  i(  must 
have  become  excessive  in  1815.  An  increase  of 
the  currency,  in  the  space  of  two  year?,  in  the  pro- 
portion of  99  to  62,  even  if  it  bad  been  wholly 
metallic,  could  not  have  failed  to  have  produced  a 
very  great  depreciation ;  but,  when  it  is  considered 
that  not  only  the  increase,  but  the  whole  circnla- 
lioD,  consisted  of  paper  not  convertible  into  specii^ 
bome  idea  of  its  depreciation  may  be  formed.  The 
depreciation,  however,  was  not  uniform  io  every 
part  of  the  Union.  The  vaiiation  in  the  degree  of 
depreciation  depended  not  only  upon  the  sreatec 
issues  of  banks  m  one  section  of  the  nation  Uian  in 
others,  but  also  upon  tbe  local  advantages  which 
they  enjoyed  as  to  commerce.  It  ia  impossible  to 
determin^  with  precision,  where  the  most  exces- 
sive issue  of  bank  notes  occurred.  Siaienent  E, 
which  exhibits  the  rate  of  exchange  between  the 

Srincipal  cities  lo  the  east  of  thisptace  and  LoOr.. 
on,  and  tbe  price  of  bills  at  New  York  opoa  Bos- 
ton, Philadelphia,  and  Baltimore,  during  tlie  yeara 
1813,  1814,  1815,  and  1816,  may  be  considered 
presumptive  evidence  of  that  fact.  So  far  as  it 
can  be  relied  upon  for  ibat  purpose,  Baltimore  was 
thepoint  of  greatestdepreciation  among  the  above- 
mentioned  fuacea.  This  la  probably  true ;  as  it  ia 
known  that  the  banks  in  that  place  made  KeeatCI 
advances  to  the  Qoveroment  in  the  loans  which  il 
obtained  during  the  late  war,  in  proportion  to  tbdr 
capital,  than  those  of  Pbiladetpbia,  New  York, 
and  Boston.  But  the  greatest  depreciation  of  the 
currency  existed  in  the  interior  States,  where  the 
issues  were  not  only  excessive,  but  where  their 
relation  to  the  commercial  cities  greatly  aggravated 
the  effects  of  that  excess. 

This  statement  may  also  assist  in  explaining 
the  cause  of  the  necessity  which  existed  in  1814 
for  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the 
banks.  From  the  commeuceioent  of  the  war 
until  that  event,  a  large  amount  of  specie  was 
Mken  out  of  the  United  States  by  the  sale  of 
Bnglish  Government  btila,  at  a  discount  frequent- 
ly oT  from  15  to  20  per  cent.  Immediately  afW 
tne  suspension,  they  commanded  a  prenuom  in 
those  places  where  the  banks  bad  suspended. pay-. 
ment,  which  gradnaliy  roee  to  20  per  cenL :  while 
at  Boston  they  remained  at  a  discount  of  altout 

14  per  cent  until  February,  1815. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  degree  of  depre- 
ciation of  the  carrencv  in  1815,  it  ctmtinaed  to 
augment  throughout  tne  first  ax  tuontbs  of  the. 
year  1816,  if  the  rate  of  exchange  with  London 

15  considered  conclusive  evideitceof  that  &ct.  The 
excessive  importations  of  British  mcrcbandise  du- 
ring that  period,  and  in  the  preceding  year,  might 
indeed  account  for  the  increase  of  premium  paid' 
upon  sterling  bills,  and  was,  probably,  one  ttf  the 
principal  causes  of  it.  The  great  fluctoaliona 
which  occurred  in  the  lattn  part  of  that  period 
furnish  some  reaaon,  however,  for  aKrihing  them, 
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mi.wiae  degree,  to  changes  in  the  ralue  trf  tbe 
caireacf  in  which  their  price  was  calculated  rather 
than  to  the  ordinary  principles  of  exchange.  It 
is,  more  probable  that  Cae  cnrrency,  in  thoie  jdacea 
where  it  was  not  convertible  iobi  specie,  fluetua- 
ted-in  value  accordios'  to  the  efibrts  which  were 
madej  in  particalai  places,  to  prepare  for  the  re- 
saraption  of  specie  payments,  than  that  the  bal- 
ance: of  payments  iKtween  the  two  countries 
■hauld  hare  varied  to  such  an  extent  aa  is  indi- 
cated by  the  sadden  Taristions  which  occurred 
datiog  that  period  in  the  rale  of  exchange^  So 
bias  these  9ueiuatioua  are  ascribable  to  thecor- 
reaey  in  which  the  rate  of  exchange  was  deter- 
mined,  a  considerable  appreciation  of  that  eurrencr 
tqpk.place  in  the  last  oiontlu  of  the  year  1816. 
I^omrthat  period  until  the  present  time,  the  circu- 
UtaoB  hsa  rapidly  diminished;  and  all  the  evils 
ittsideat  lo  a  decreasing  cnrrency  hare  been  felt 
in  enry  part  of  the  Union,  except  in  some  of  the 
B«3tefB  States. 

I^  as  previously  stated,  the  circnlation  of  1813 
be-adnuttAdto  be  the  amount  required  toeflect  the 
cxBhai^es  of  the  conmHmity  with  &ciliiy  aod 
Mhraatage,  and-  that,  in  the  year  1815,  that  cir- 
cvlalioB  wu  extended  to  999,000,000,  f  which  was, 
ir.  mate  degree,  aosmented  in  1816,)  the  extent 
of  the  dimiantion  of  the  currency,  in  the  space  of 
tkraeyeara,  may  be  perceived.  But  it  is  probable 
tkM'tbe  currency  in  ISia  exceeded  899,000,000. 
The  banks,  upon  whose  sitoatioa  that  estimate 
is  .founded,  were  established  at  a  period  when  the 
ptwnice  of  dispensing  with  the  payment  of  those 
pariKiiis  of  their  capital  feUiog  due  after  they 
went  into. operation  had  not  bc^  generally  intro- 
doeed.  Some  of  them  did  not  suspend  specie  pay- 
meats  during  the  general  suHpensjou.  The  rest 
were  among  the  first  to  reaume  them,  and  have 
continued  them  to  the  present  time.  It  cannot  be 
ecftocted  that  banks  which  went  into  operation 
during  the  war,  and  after  the  general  suspension 
hid  oceorred,  were  conducted  with  an  equal  degree 
(tf.  prudence  and  citcumspeclion.  A  reasooaUe 
alwrance  being  made  for  oank  notes  supposed  to 
bc.in  circulation  at  that  period,  bat  which  were^in 
^t,  in  tbq  possesnon  of^other  banks,  and  far  tbe 
excess  (tf  issues  beyond  the  estimate,  thecircolatiao 
nuy,  it  LB  believed,  be  safdy  calculated  et  not. 
loai.thmn-  plO,00D,00a  The  paper  cireulatioo 
iaJUBJiat  been  estimated  at  862,O00,O0&  At 
thU  .period,  jhowever,  gold  and  ciiver  fonned  a 
anbstaFnliaLpBrt  of  the  cmiency.  The  condition. 
oftMc  old;  Bank  of  the  Uniled  States  in  1810,^ 
and  of  the  sixteen  banks  in  181S,  preves  that: 
tbe.  denwnd.  for  specie  from  the  raults  of  the 
banks  .wuincDns«deiabl&  It  is  therefbre  probable 
thai  tba  whole  eirculatian  of  1813  amounted  to 
)fifKflOQfi(16.  In  1815,  it  is  estimated  to  have  rtsen 
to4[lCii^OW,OOC;  and  this  amount  was  probably 
Migmenlod  m  IBlft.  At  the  dose  of  1819,  it  has 
^HK^■  estimated,  upon  data  believed  to  be  suhstan- 
ti^lf  correct,  at  046,000,000.  According  to  theae 
estimates,  die  currency  of  tii»  United  States  has, 
in  the  space  of  three  years,  been  rednced  fcma 
WaaOiAOO/nO.to  845,000,000.  This  reduction  ez- 
cwds  Jfliper  cent.of  the  whole  aiMolation  of  1615. 


The  fact  that  the  cuir»cr  in  1615  andiaie  wh 
depreciated  has  not  seDiibly  diminished  the  id^t 
upon  the  commnnity  of  this  great  and  sodden  re- 
duction. Whatever  was  the  degxee  of  its  depreci- 
ation, it  was  still  the  measure  ta  value.  It  oeter- 
mined  the  price  of  labor,  and  of  all  the  property 
of  the  community.  A  chaogeBO  violentcouldnpt 
fail,  under  the  most  favoraUe  auapioes  in  other 
respects,  lo  produce  much  distress,  to  check  the 
ardor  of  eolerpdae,  and  seriously  to  afieet  the  pto- 
doelive  energies  of  the  nation.  The  reduction 
was,  in  &ct,  commenced  under  favorable  auspices. 
During  ike  year  1817,  and  the  greater  port  of  1818, 
all  the  surplus  praduce  of  the  countrv  commanded 
in  foreign  markets  higher  prices  than  ordinuy. 
The  rate  of  fcneign  exchai^  afforded  no  induce- 
ment, for  the  exportation  of  specie,  for  the  purpose 
of  discharging  debts  previously  contracted.  The 
only  drain  to  which  the  metallic  curreocy  was  sub- 
ject was  the  demand  for  it  for  the  proeecntion  of 
jhe  trade  to  the  Bast  lodies.aod  to  China.  Id  this 
trade,. specie  being  the  principal  eommodity,  and 
indispensable  to  its  fffosecntion,  the  aSKmnt  ex- 
ponu  during  those  years  was  very  great,  and  se- 
riously affeciied  the  amount  of  cir<^iioo,  by  eost- 
pelling  the  banks  to  diminish  their  discounts. 

Notwithstanding  the  drain  for  this  commeree 
during  these  years (vas  tinusually  large.evcpy  other 
circiw>stance  was  faxotahle  to  the  resiorstion  of 
the  currency  to  a  sound  slate,  with  the  least  possi- 
ble distress  to  the  community.  The  csjMcily  of 
the  country  to  discharge  a  large  portion  oi  the  debts 
contracted  with  banks,  and  which  had  occasioned 
their  excessive  issues,  was  greater  than  at  any 
former  period,  and  than  it  piobably  will  be  again 
for  a  lapt^e  of  auceeseive  years.  The  eSiari  to  re- 
duce ihe  amooni  of  currency  during  those  years, 
though  successful  to  a  considerable  degree,  was 
not  pursued  with  sufficient  eamesinen.  In  the 
latter  port  of  1816,  when  the  price  of  the  priiteipal 
articles  of  American  pioduotion  had  falJHi  nearly 
50  per  cent,  inforeign  markets,  when  the  raerchiint 
needed  the  aid  of  additional  loans  to  sustain  him 
againet  the  losses  whioh  he  bad  ineuired  by  the 
snddes  reduction  in  the  price  of  ibecoumeditiei 
he  had  exited,  he  was  called  upon  to  dkeharge 
loans  previously  contracted.  The  e^rieultimst, 
who  saw  iiis  ineoma  reduced  bdow  bis  indispen- 
sable ntcasatias;  the  manu&etqrer,  who  waa  not 
only,  strunitag  against  foftriga  oompetKion,  bat 
whe  saw  Ha  sale  of  hia  manwhCMres  redueedj  far 
the  incapacity  of  his  cashnaevstQ-bvy;  iD^fact,aJl 
classes  bif  tba  connntiiiiw,  uniter  circniusianoes  so 
advetsa  to  die  eonMBand  of  foads,  were  subtected 
la  ewtailtaeiM  wbtfetui  th^.  haid  obtained  dis- 
counts. 

AU  intelligcBt  writers  aponcwreney  agree  that 
yrkete  it  isrdecteasing  to  amount,  poverty  and 
misery  must  prevail.  The  correotnessof  theopiit- 
ion  is  too  manifest  to  require  proof.  The  united 
voice  of  the  nal^  attests  its  acanraGy.  As  thers 
is  no  recorded  example  in  the  hiitoiy  of  naiions 
of  a  reductioU  of  the  currency  so  rapid  and  so  ex- 
tensive, so  but  few  examines  have  occurred  of  dJS' 
tress  so  general  and  so  severe  as  that  which  has 
been  exhibited  in  tba  United  StaMs.    To  thftcvUs 
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floieiit,  it  is  etill  depreciated.  Id  several  of  the  Stales 
Ibegreat  mass  of  tbe  circulation  h  not  even  oa- 
tenaiblf  coDTerliUe  iato  specie  al  itte  will  of  tbe 
bolder.  During  the  greater  part  of  the  time  that 
hw  elapsed  since  tbe  resumption  of  specie  par- 
rorats,  the  eoDTertibilitp  of  bank  notes  into  specie 
has  been  rather  nomioal  than  real  in  the  largest 
portion  of  the  Union.  On  the  part  of  the  banks, 
Bratual  weakness  had  prodnced  mutual  fortiearanee. 
Tfce  ezieneire  Jiffusion  of  hank  stock  among  the 
great  bodf  of  the  citizens,  in  most  of  the  States,  had 
prodnced  the  same  forbearance  among  iadiTiduels. 
To  demand  specie  of  the  banks,  when  It  was  known 
tbey  were  unable  to  pay,  was  to  destroy  their  own 
inWesit,  by  destroying  the  creditof  the  banks  in 
which  the  productive  portion  of  their  property 
WW  invested.  In  favor  of  forbearBQce  was  also 
adtMd  ihe  influence  of  the  great  iuass  of  bank 
debtors.  Everv  dollar  in  specie  drawn  out  of  the 
tmiks,  especially  for  exportation;  induced  the  ne- 
CMsiiy  of  carta ilmenls.  To  this  portion  of  the 
commnDity  all  other  evils  were  light  when  com- 
TOired  with  the  imperious  demands  of  banks. 
Their  exertions  to  prevent  the  drain  of  specie  in 
■  o  of  those  who  controlled  ihi '    ' 


tiny  equalled  the  magnitude  of  tbe  evils  which 
■wwe  to  be  avoided.  In  roost  parts  of  the  Union 
this  forced  elate  of  things  is  pas!>ing  away.  The 
convertibility  of  bank  notes  into  specie  is  becom- 
isg  real  wherever  it  is  ostntsible.  If  public  oran- 
iou  does  not  correct  the  evil  in  those  Stales  where 
this  convFTiibility  is  not  even  ostensible,  it  will  be 
tbe  imperious  duty  of  those  who  ate  invested  with 
tbe  power  of  correction  to  apply  the  appropriate 
remedy, 

As  tbe  currency  is,  at  least  in  some  parts  of  the 
UoMn,  depreciated,  it  must  in  those  parts  suffer  a 
further  reduction  before  it  becomes  eouad.  The 
nation  must  continue  to  suffer  until  this  is  effected. 
After  the  currency  shall  be  reduced  to  the  amount 
which,  when  the  present  quantity  of  the  precious 
metals  is  distributed  among  the  various  nations  of 
the  world,  in  proportion  to  tfaeir  respective  e^- 
cbsbgeBMe  values,  shall  be  HMigned  to  the  United 
States  ;  when  time  shall  have  regulated  the  price 
of 'labor  and  of  coromodilies,  according  to  that 
aiBOUBt;  and  wien  pre-e*isting  engagements  shall 
have  been  adjusted,  the  su^ings  from  a  depreci- 
ated) dCcreasmgi  and  deficient  currency  will  be 
tMminated.  Individual  and  public  prosperity  will 
emdually  revive,  and  the  prodoclive  energies  of 
the  nation  resume  their  accustomed  activity.  But 
ii«w  changes  in  the  currency,  and  cireumslsnces 
adverse  to  tbe  perpetuity  of  the  gaerat  prosperity, 
may  reasonably  be  expected  to  occur.  So  far  as 
these  changes  depend  upon  the  currency,  their  re- 
currence, to  an  eitent  sufficient  to  aistnrb  the 
prosperity  of  the  nation,  would  be  effectually  pre- 
tented,  if  it  could  be  rendered  purely  tnetallic.  In 
that  event,  we  should  always  retam  that  propor-  ■ 
tion  of  the  precioos  metals  which  our  exchangea- ' 
Ue  commodities  bear  to  those  of  oth«'  nations.  I 
"Hk  cnrrcDcy  would  seldom  be  either  redundant 
apdeficienl  to  an  extent  that  would  seriously  aftct  I 


the  interests  of  society.    Bot  when  tbe  cvrraiicy 


is  metallic,  and  paper  convertible  into  Mteei 
changes  to  such  ao  extent,  it  is  believed,  wul  A 


Ae- 


quenuy  o 

The  establishment  of  banks  which  are  t^ 
strained  from  issuing  notes  of  small  denomina- 
tions furnishes  ^real  facilities  for  the  tranifmission 
of  money,  and  increases  the  efficiency  of  the  cap- 
ital subject  to  their  control  to  the  extent  of  the 
credit  employed  by  them.  The  degree  of  facility 
affi>rded  by  them  for  the  transportation  or  trans- 
mission of  money  depends  upon  the  extent  of 
country  within  wnich  their  notes  circulate,  and 
preserve  a  value  equivetent  tospecie.  -  Ordinarily, 
this  extent  is  determined  by  the  interior  trade  m. 
the  country ;  they  will  circulate  through  th«  whole 
extent  of  country,  the  produce  of  which  is  carried 
for  sale  to  the  place  of  their  establishment.  If 
they  are  established  only  in  the  principal  commer* 
cial  city  of  the  nation,  tfaeir  noifes  will  circolate 
throueh  the  whole  extent  of  its  territory,  and' 
affordthe  greatest  pos^ble  facility  for  the  traiu- 
missicm  of  iooney.  If  they  are  established  in 
several  of  the  commercial  cities,  thdr  circula- 
tion wilt  be  circumscribed  by  the  sections  of  coun- 
try the  inhabitants  of  which  trade  to  those  cities. 
The  facility  for  iranimittiag  money  will-  be  di- 
minished by  their  eBtablishmeot.  But  if  banks 
should  be  established  in  all  the  interior  town^ 
this  facility  would  be  impaired  to  a  still  greater 
degree.  In  that  event,  their  notes  would  circu- 
late within  very  narrow  limits ;  but,  within  those 
limits,  the  notes  of  the  banks  in  the  commercial 
cities  wonid  no  longer  form  part  of  the  circula- 
tion. Should  they,  by  accident,  be  carried  within 
it,  the  first  individual  having  remittances  to  make, 
and  into  whose  hands  they  might  come,  would  use  ~ 
them  for  that  purpose. 

The  degree  of  credit  which  a  bank  can  enpkry, 
in  prc^riion  to  its  capital,  depends  upon  a  variety 
of  circumstances.  If  the  community  repose  great 
confidence  in  the  prudence  and  integrity  of  Uiose 
who  direct  its  CDoaerns;  if  thecapitaT employed  be 
small  in  proportion  to  tbe  detnaad  for  tne  trans- 
mission of  money  ;  fftherebeno  other  bankwhow 
local  siiDBtioo  repels  iLi  circulation  from  thote  sec- 
tions of  the  country,  the  prodoce  of  which  ia  ulti- 
mately carried  to  toe  place  where  it  is  establi^ed, 
the  credit  which  it  w3l  be  able  to  employ  wM  be 
very  great;  Whereallthese  facilities  are  wanting^ 
tbe  extent  of  the  credit  which  it  will  etofioj  wm ' 
be  very  inoonsiderable.  The  additional  effieieeoy 
which,  in  the  latter  case,  will  be  imparted  to  cap- 
ital invested  inbanks,willnot,  it  is  betieved,  coun- 
tervail the  evilswhich  necessarily  result  from  their, 
establishment. 

Among  the  advantages  which  have  been  8M; ' 
posed  meat  strongly  to  recommmd  their  establisli- 
ment,  especially  m  a  community  whose  resources 
are  rapidly  expanding,  their  capacity  soddmly  to 
increase  the  currency  to  (be  utmost  demand  for  it 
has  been  considered  the  most  important. 

In  a  country  where  the  currency  is  purely  men 
tallic,  no  considerable  addition  can  be  made  to  it 
vtfitbout  giving,  at  the  time  of  its  acquisitioiiL  ar- 
ticles in  exchange  of  equal  value.    No  adduion 
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cmo  be  made  lo  the  currency  without  afie«tiog,  to 
tbe  extent  of  such  addition,  the  enjoyments  of  tbe 
cottUQUaity.  The  aioount  so  added  will,  to  the 
rame  extent,  diminish  the  quantity  of  articles  which 
would  otherwise  be  imported  into  the  country  for 
domestic  consumption,  or  for  re-ex  par  tali  on. 

.  Ordinarily,  tbe  eurrency  of  one  country  will  not 
be  exported  to  another,  beeauiie  iia  value  in  every 
country  is  nearly  the  same.  It  will  not,  therefore, 
like  olhei  eommoditits,  command  a  commErcial 
profit  upon  exportation.  It  will  be  taken  from 
one  country  to  another  only  when  the  price  of 
commodities  in  tbe  former  is  so  high  as  lo  produce 
B  loss  in  tha  latter  equal  to  the  expenae  ot  trant- 
porting  speoie.  It  is  this  condition,  annexed  to 
eveiy  acquisIiioD  to  the  currency  of  a  Slate,  wben 
it  Is  purely  metallic,  of  diminishing,  to  the  sanse 
extent,  tbe  enjoyments  of  the  community,  which 
aSorda  the  most  efficient  pioteciion  against  its  be- 
coming  redundant.  It  isequally  efficient  in  guaid- 
iog  against  a  deficiency,  to  nn  extent  that  can 
seriously  affect  the  interest  of  the  community. 
But  this  condition  ia  not  annexed  to  the  increase 
of  tlie  currency  b^  the  issue  of  bank  notes,  even 
when  convertible  into  specie.  The  notes  by  which 
the  currency  is  suddenly  augmented  do  not,  in  any 
degree,  dimintBh  the  enjoyments  of  the  community. 
No  equivalent  it^  by  such  i^ue,  transferred  to 
another  community,  as  is  invariably  done  when 
an  acquisition  is  made  to  a  metallic  currency. 
Whenever  the  currency  can  be  augmented,  exempt 
from  Bucb  transfer,  it  muit  be  subject  to  some  de- 
gree of  Quetuation  in  quantity.  Every  addition 
made  to  tbe  currency  by  the  usue  of  bank  notes 
changes  the  relation  which  previoasly  existed  be- 
tween the  amount  of  the  currency  and  the  amount 
of  the  commodities  which  are  to  be  exchanged 
tbrough  its  agency.  Their  issue  depends  not  upon 
receiving  in  exchange  articles  of  equal  value,  but 
upon  a  pledge  of  the  creditof  oneor  more  individ- 
uals to  the  amount  of  such  issue.  No  evil  can  re- 
sult to  tbe  community  from  the  advance  of  the 
capital  of  a  bank  in  exchange  for  the  credit  of  in- 
dividuals. In  that  case,  no  addition  is  made  to 
tbe  amount  of  the  currency  previously  in  circula- 
tion. It  is  perfectly  immaterial  to  society  whether 
^is  capita]  be  lent  by  individuals  or  by  corpora- 
tions. The  relation  between  the  currency  and  the 
exchangeable  commodities  of  the  State  is  not  dis- 
tarbed.  But, when  their  credit  is  greatly  extended, 
tbe  aurrency  is  expanded,  and  (hat  relation  is  de- 
ranged. An  expansion  of  the  currency,  through 
the  agency  of  banks,  will  generally  occur  only  in 
pttiods  of  prosperity.  During  such  periods,  enter- 
prise will  be  fostered,  industry  stimulated,  ami  the 
comfort  and  happinem  of  the  people  advanced, 
Without  the  factitious  aid  of  an  eipansire  ourreney. 
But  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  suddi 


of  the  currency,  during  periods  of  prosperity. 
through  the  agency  of  bank  issues,  gives  additional 
force  and  activity  to  the  national  enterpTine.  Such 
an  increase  will  be  followed  by  a  general  rise  in 
the  value  of  all  articles,  especially  oT  those  which 
cannot  be  exported.    The  price  of  laoda,  houses, 


and  public  stock,  will  be  augmented  in  a  greate 
A .1 —  -r  --^  jqgjj  incraaae  had  taken  [rface. 


le  ilwn  if  ni 


If  these  prices  could  be  maintained, if  tbeyeoutd 
tvvn  be  protected  against  sudden  reduction,  they 
would  be  cause  of  gralulation  rather  than  of  com- 
plaint.   But  the  expansion  of  the  currency,  bv  the 


incy,  by  tl 
e  of  paper,  in  a'  period  of  prosperity,  will  ii 

e  currency 


.  ^  ontractioa  in  periods 

ofaaversity.  The  extent  to  which  the  currency 
may  be  contracted,  through  the  agency  of  banks, 
depends  upon  the  use  which  tbey  may  have  made 
of  their  credit  The  excess  of  their  discounts  be- 
yond their  capital  actually  paid  determines  the 
amount  of  tbe  credit  which  they  have  employed. 
Thus,  in  1613,  the  capital  of  the  banks  in  the 
United  States  has  been  estimated  at  $65,000,000, 
and  their  discounts  at  $117,000,000.  Tbe  extent 
to  which  their  credit  was  then  employed  was 
$&2,000,000.  Their  circulation,  the  same  period, 
has  been  estimated  at  902,000,000.  In  this  esti- 
mate no  allowaoce  was  ;aade  for  notes  stated  to  be 
in  circulation,  but  which  were  probably  in  the  poa- 
session  of  other  banks.  A  reasonable  deduction 
being  made  oik  that  account,  it  is  probable  that 
the  paper  circulation  did  not  much  exceed  $52,- 
000,000.  But  the  liability  of  the  banks  for  specie 
was  equal  to  the  whole  amount  of  notes  repreiient- 
ed  to  be  in  circulation,  besides  tbe  individual  de- 
posites.  To  meet  an  immediate  demand,  tbey  are 
estimated  to  have  had  028,000,000  in  specie.  If 
the  depasites  of  individuals  should  be  esiunated  at 
S1B,000,000,  their  ultimate  means  of  meeting  the 
demand  of  $62,000,000,  without  sacrificing  their 
capital,  would  consist  of  $10,000,000  in  specie, 
aod  952,000,000  secured  by  tbe  notes  of  individu- 
als; thissum  being  the  excess  of  their  discounta 
over  tbeir  capital.  Under  ordinary  circumstances, 
the  basis  upon  which  the  credit  of  Ibis  circulatioa 
rested  mignt  be  considered  sufficient  to  sustain  it. 
A  debt  ofQl  17,000,000  could  not,  under  the  most 
adverse  circumstances,  be  considered  inadequate 
to  meet  one  of  $52,000,000.  But,  in  the  case  of 
currency,  the  capacity  of  ultimate  redemption  is 
not  sufficient.  The  capaeity  to  redeem  it  as  it  is 
presented  is  indispensable.  Whenever  the  puUie 
confidence  in  this  capacity  is  impaired,  an  imme- 
diate demand  for  specie  will  be  created ;  and,  if 
it  is  not  promptly  met,  depreciation  wiU  ensue. 
But  even  in  circumstances  in  some  degree  adverse 
to  the  operations  of  banks,  if  their  discounts  con- 
sisted principally  of  notes  founded  upon  real  liana- 
actions,  in  which  the  idea  of  renevral  was  exclud* 
ed,  and  if  specie  formed  a  considerable  proportion 
of  the  circulation,  the  capacity  of  the  banks  to 
meet  tbe  demands  upon  them  for  specie  might 
have  been  sufficient  to  sustain  the  credit  of  the 
currency.  If,  on  tbe  other  band,  the  debts  due 
to  the  banks  consisted  chiefly  of  fixed  or  perma- 
nent loans,  generally  detuHninated  accominodatioa 
paper;  if  specie  bad  been  banished  from  circula- 
tion, by  the  issue  of  dollar  notes,  tbe  suspension  of 
payment  by  tbe  banks  could  not  fail  to  be  the  re- 
sult of  any  conitiderable  pressure  upon  them  for 
specie.  In  the  former  case,  as  iheir  notes  should 
be  withdrawn  from  circulation,  they  would  gradu' 
ally  he  reduced  to  the  demand  for  them  (or  the 
transmission  of  money.  If  the  effort  to  withdraw 
them  should  be  continued  beyond  that  point,  specie 
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rnmld  be  paid  tDto  the  banks  br  theii  debtors,  in 

CefereDCe  to  bsok  notes;  aikl  tbe  iust  proportion 
iween  thi^  paper  circulation  bdiI  the  specie  in 
Iheir  vaults  would  be  promptly  restored.  Id  ibe 
latter  Case,  as  the  debts  doe  to  tbe  banks  would 
not,  Bccotdiog  to  the  undettitaDding  of  the  parties, 
become  due  at  abort  intervals,  the  only  mode  of 
meeting  the  iacreasing  demands  upon  tbem  for 

Scie  would  be  to  require  of  the  whole  mass  of 
itors  the  payment  of  a  fixed  proportion  of  the 
■urns  due  by  tbenL  As  the  circumstaoces  which 
would  require  this  measure,  on  the  part  of  the 
banks,  would  generally  affect  the  community  in 
the  iiame  degree,  the  capacity  of  their  debtors  to 
meet  this  demand  would  i^neralty  be  found  to  be 
in  an  iurerse  ratio  to  the  demand.  The  demaud 
itself,  being  inconsisteDi  with  the  impression  under 
which  the  debt  was  contracted,  would  be  resisted 
in  every  case  where  ^e  intefest  of  the  debtor 
wonid  be  subaeived  by  delay.  As  specie  farmed 
but  an  inconsiderable  part  of  the  currency,  the 
reduction  of  the  paper  circulation  would  hare  to 
be  carried  to  n  greater  extent  than  in  the  fi>rmer 
case.  A  just  proportion  between  the  paper  circu- 
lation, and  the  specie  necessary  to  support  it,  could 
be  obtained  only  by  the  positire  remiction  of  the 
former,  as  it  would  be  impracticable  to  increase 
the  latter,  while  the  demand  continued.  Under 
such  circumstances,  the  suspension  of  payment 
would  betbe  probableresult. 

Such,  in  fact,  were  the  circumslaneea  under 
which  the  suspension  in  1814  occurred. 

The  injudicious  multiplication  of  banks,  where 
capital  in  that  form,  to  some  extent,  mi ght  have 
been  useful;  theestablishmentof  tbem  where  they 
could  only  be  injurious ;  the  permission  to  issue 
dollar  notes,  by  which  specie  was  banished  from 
circulation  ;  and  the  demand  for  specie  for  export- 
ation, i^hich  existed  during  the  years  1813  and 
1814,  imposed  upon  the  banks  id  the  Middle, 
Southern,  and  Weatem  States  the  necessity  of  sus- 
pending payment.  A  longer  efibrt  to  dbcharge 
their  notes  in  specie  would  not  only  have  been  in- 
vSectnal,  but  would  certainly  hare  postponed,  to  a 
more  remote  period,  the  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments. The  evils  which  have  resulted  to  the 
community  from  that  suspension  haTc  certainly 
been  great;  but  it  may  well  be  doubted  whether 
others  of  equal  magnitude  would  not  bare  been 
mffered,  if  that  event  had  not  occurred.  The  extent 
to  which  the  currency  mnst  have  been  reduced,  in 
order  to  have  avoided  the  suspension,  could  not 
bave  failed,  at  any  period,  to  produce  great  embar- 
lassmeot  and  distress  to  the  community.  But,  in 
a  time  of  wkr,  when  the  conotrv  was  invaded ; 
when  the  public  safety  required  tnat  the  eneijgies 
of  the  nation  should  be  fully  developed,  a  sudden 
and  extensive  reduction  of  the  currencv,  by  any 
cause  whatever,  would  have  been  fatal.  Under 
such  circumstances,  the  demand  for  currency  would 
have  been  too  imperions  to  be  resisted.  It  would, 
from  necessity,  have  been  supplied  by  the  issue  of 
Treasury  notes. 

The  fact  that,  in  a  small  portion  of  the  Union, 
specie  payments  were  continued,  cannot  be  admit- 
ted as  evtdence  that  it  was  practicable  throughout 
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In  that  part  of  the  country,  the  < 


eign  trade,  which,  in  the  other  parts  of  tfae  Union 
was  nearly  anoihilaled,  still  preserved  there  a  lan- 
guid existence,  ibrough  the  permisGiou  or  conoi' 
of  the  enemy.  These  circumstances  could 
lil  to  enable  the  banks  in  the  Eastern  States 
specie  payments  longer  than  those  of 
the  Middle,  Southern,  and  Western  States.  In 
an  effort  to  preserve  their  credit,  ibey  would,  in- 
evitably, be  tfae  last  which  would  fail.  In  such'a 
struggle,  however,  they  must  bave  failed,  had  not  . 
the  circulation  of  the  ^per  of  their  weaker  neigh- 
bors and  the  istnies  of  Treasury  notes  come  to  their 
aid.  But  for  this  adventitious  assistance,  wholly 
unconnected  with  the  wisdom  and  foresight  of 
their  directors,  specie  payments  must  bave  been 
suspended  there,  or  the  best  interests  of  the  com- 
munity bave  been  sacriGced.  From  that  period, 
until  the  resumption  of  specie  payments  in  the 
early  part  of  1817,  Treasury  notes,  and  the  notes 
of  the  oanks  which  had  suspended  payment,  formed 
the  great  mass  of  the  circulation  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  Union.  Specie,  or  the  notes  of  banks 
which  cootiooed  to  pay  specie,  formed  no  part  of 
the  receipts  of  the  Government  in  Boston  and  tfae 
districts  east  of  that  town,  until  about  the  close  of 
the  year  1816. 

In  all  great  exigencies,  which,  in  the  course  of 
human  events,  may  be  expected  to  arise  in  evoy 
nation,  the  suspension  of  payment  by  banks,  where 
the  circulation  cunsl.ots  principally  of  bauK  notes, 
is  one  of  the  evils  which  ought  [o  beconsidered  as 
the  inevitable  eon  HO  uence  of  their  establishment. 
Even  in  countries  wnere  paper  does  not  form  the 
principal  part  of  the  circulation,  such  an  event 
will  someiiines  happen.  In  the  year  1797,  when 
the  restriction  was  imposed  upon  the  Bank  of 
England,  the  average  of  its  circulation  for  several 
boccessive  years  was  about  £10,000,000  sterling, 
whilst  the  metallic  currency  was  estimated  at 
X30,000,000.  Yet,  in  that  country,  whose  trade 
in  time  of  war,  throtigh  the  protection  of  tu 
fleets,  was  rather  expanded  than  contracted,  it  was 
fonnd  necessary  to  authorize  the  bank  to  suspoid 
payment;  which  suspension,  after  a  lapse  of 
twenty-three  years,  still  continues.  When  the 
exittence  of  banks  depends  upon  the  authority 
which  regulates  the  currency,  it  may  be  prac- 
ticable to  impose  salutary  checks  against  excessive 
issues  of  paper  during  suspension,  and,  in  some 
degree,  to  guard  oeainst  an  excessive  depreciation 
of  the  currency.  But^  where  these  institutions  an 
created  by  an  authority  having  no  power  to  regu- 
late the  curreiicy,  an^  especially  where  they  a*e 
createdbyagreat  variety  of  authorities  independent 
of  each  other,  and  practically  incapable  of  acting 
in  concert,  it  is  manifest  that  no  such  checks  or 
restraints  can  be  imposed.  \\  is  impossible  to  im- 
agine a  cnrreucy  more  vicious  than  that  which 
depends  upon  tne  will  of  nearly  four  hundred 
hanks,  entirely  independent  of  each  other,  when 
released  from  all  restraint  a^inst  excessive  issues. 
By  the  term  currency,  the  issue  of  paper  by  Gov- 
ernment, as  a   financial   Tesoiiree,  is  excluded. 
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iBren  sUcb  an  inue,  in  a  State  Vbere  the  reign  of 
law  is  firmly  establtBhed,  uid  puUic  OpJQion  con- 
trols tbe  puUlc  cDQacils,  woolo  be  preferaUe  to  a 
etintnCf  simiJu  to  ibat  which  existed  in  some 
-paria  oftbe  United  Sl&tes  dniing  tbe  general  sus- 
ipcsaion,  and  which  now  exbts  in  some  of  tbe 
BtaKa.  This  irath  haf  been  practically  demon- 
•Irated  by  the  TedCmliticm  Of  the  whole  of  the 
Treaniry  notes  iistied  durtog  tbe  war,  within  the 
ihort  space  of  about  two  years  ader  the  peace; 
whilst  a  lar^e  amount  of  bank  note*  iasued  duriog 
the  cutpentioD  aie  yet  unredeemed,  and  greatly 
demeciated. 

Tberfl  can  be  nodoubt  that  ametaUic  currenQv, 
oonnected  with  a  paper  ciicolation,  conTertible 
into  tpeeie,  and  not  ex:«eeding  the  demand  for  tbe 
facile  transmiBsion  of  money,  is  the  most  oon»e- 
nient  that  oaa  be  deTtsed.  When  tbe  paper  cir- 
eolation  exceeds  tbat  draaand,  tbe  metallic  cur- 
■rtney,  to  the  aiOouot  of  the  excess,  will  be  export- 
ed, and  a  liability  to  sadden  fiuetuations  to  tbe 
aame  extent  will  be  producdd. 

If  banks  were  eatablisbed  only  in  the  principal 
commercial  cities  of  each  9tate ;  if  Ihey  were  re- 
Mraiaed  from  the  issue  of  notes  of  small  denomi- 
nations ;  if  they  should  retain  an  absolute  control 
bvier  one-half  of  their  capital,  and  ibe  wbole  of 
the  credit  which  tbey  employ,  by  dtscoimligig  to 
that  amount  nothing  but  iransaction  paper  peya- 
Ue  at  short  dates,  ue  credit  and  stability  of  the 
'fconks  would  at  least  be  ilnqoeEtionable.  Their 
notes  could  always  be  redeelned  inEpeeie,  on  de- 
mand. The  remaining  part  of  their  capital  might 
be«dvaBced  apoo  long  credits  to  manufaciurtts, 
and  «ven  to  aaiicultuiiBts,  without  tbe  daager  of 
being  under  tne  oecesaily  of  cklltog  upon  such 
debtors  to  conttibnte'to  their  rdief  if  emergmcies 
should  occur.  Such  debtors  are,  in  fact,  unable 
to  meet  sudden  exigencies,  and  ought  never  to  ac- 
cept of  advances  from  banka  but  upon  longetedtts, 
for  which  timely  provisiion  may  be  made.  The 
lattercUss,  of  all  others,  is  tbe  least  qaaliSed  to 
meet  tbe  sudden  dematuJs  which  a  pressure  opon 
ibanks  compels  them  to  make  upon  their  dcbtots. 
Tbe  returns  of  capital  invested  m  agriculture  are 
too  slow  aSd  distant  lo  justify  enfiag«nents  with 
banks,  except  upon  long  credits.  If  tbe  payment 
of  the  priocipal  should  be  demanded  at  other  pe- 
vioda  than  those  at  which  the  husbandman  receives 
'the  annual  reward  of  his  toil,  the  distress  which 
would  result  from  tbe  exaction  would  greatly  out- 
weieh  any  benefit  wbich  Was  anticipated  from 
the^oan.  That  the  establishment  of  banks  in 
agricnltural  districts  has  greatly  improved  the 
:eeaefal  appearance  of  the  cotmtry,  is  not  denied. 
Ctnafortaue  mausious  md  spacious  bams  bave 
faten  erected  ;  lands  have  been  cleared  and  reduc- 
ed to  culliraliou;  farms  hare  been  stocked  and 
itiidered  more  productive,  by  the  aid  of  bank  cred- 
its; but  these  improvementa  will  eventually  be 
fotuid,  in  most  cases,  to  effect  the  niin  of  the  pro- 
pHetor.  The  farm,  with  its  improvements,  will- 
frequ^tly  prove  unequal  to  the  discharge  of  the 
debts  incurred  in  its  embellishment  Such,  in 
-  fiiot,  u  the  actual  or  apprehended  state  of  things 
'  imiaver  banks  Itave  beeb  established  in  the  small 


inland  towns  and  villages.  PovKty  end  Aatreas 
8r«  impending  over  the  beads  of  most  of  tbaee 
who  have  atKmnted  to  improve  theirfaruu  by  tke 
aid  of  bank  credils.  Bo  general  is  this  distress, 
tbat  the  principal  attention  of  the  Stale  liegi^- 
tures,  where  tne  evil  exists,  is,  at  this  momeot, 
directed  to  the  adoption  of  measures  calcnktedlo 
rescue  their  fellOw-cititens  from  the  inevitable  ef- 
fects of  their  own  indiscretion.  If,  in  aK)rdiaig  a 
shield  to  tbe  debtor  against  the  Iwal  deraaad  of 
his  creditor,  the  axe  shall  be  applied  to  the  not  of 
the  evil,  by  the  annihilation  orbanks-wbtte  tbey 
ought  never  to  have  existed,  tke  interference  ha#- 
ever  ^nbtfol  in-  point  of  policy  or  principle,  nay 
eventually  be  productive  of  more  mod  tban  eril. 

The  general  system  of  credit  wnieh  has  been 
introduced  through  (be  agency  of  banks,  bim^ht 
home  to- every  man's  door,  has  produced  a  facti- 
tious state  of  things, extremely  adverse  Cothesober, 
frugal,  and  iodUstrtous  habits  which  ought  to  be 
ebertshcd  in  a  TCfMblic.  fn  the  place  of  these  vir- 
tnea,  txtravagani3e,idlmeas,  and  the  spirit  of  gam- 
bling adventure  have  been  engendered  and  fostoed 
by  oar  inslittttions.  So  far  as  these  evils  have 
been  produced  by  liie  establishment  of  banks  wKcte 
(hey  are  not  required,  bytfae  Omission  lo  impaae 
upon  them  wholesonie  restraints,  and  by  the  igno- 
rance or  misconduct  of  those  who  have  bete  in- 
trusted with  their  directjoo,  tbey  are  beliei^-to 
be  beyond  the  control  of  tbe  Federal  OoreniDteit. 
Since  the  resumption  of  specie  payments,  diealOites 
have  been  adopKd  tn  sone  of  the  Stales  toCufbroe 
their  odntiflUance;  in  Others,  the  evil  has  be^ti!  left 
to  the  correction  of  puUic  opinion.  There  is, 
however,  some  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  au- 
thority of  law  may  be  inte^osed  in  support  of. the 
circulation  of  notes  not  convertible  into  specie. 

But  the  Federal  Government  bas,  by  its  mea- 
sure, in  wme  degree,  ctinirtbuted  (o  the  spirit  of 
speculation  and  of  adventurous  enterpriEc  which, 
at  this  moment,  so  stroOgly  characterizee  the  cbi- 
zeoB  of  this  Republic.  TbesyBtemof  credit,  wtaeh 
in  the  infancy  of  our  commercewas  indispensable 
to  its  proepenty,'if  Dot  to  its  existence,  has  biMi\ 
exteuded  at  a  period  when  the  dictates  of  noitBd 
discretion  seemed  to  require  thatitshoBldbeshoxt- 
eUed.  The  Credit  given  upon  tbe  sale  of  the  na- 
tional domain  hasdifiiued  tbi.^spiritof  specidatita 
and  of  inordinate  enterprise  among  the  greatmass 
of  our  citizens.  The  public  lands  are  pnrchaKd, 
and  splendid  towns  erected  upon  them,  with  bank 
credits.  Every  thing  is  artincial,  Tne  rich  in- 
habitant of  the  commercial  cities  and  the  tenant 
of  the  forest  differ  only  in  the  olgect  of  their  pur- 
suit Whether  commerce,  splendid  mannons,  or 
public  lands  be  the  olgeet  of  desire,  the  means  br 
which  the  gratification  is  to  be  secored  are  bknk 

This  s(ate  of  ihiags  is  no  less  unfriendly  lo  tbe 
duration  of  out  Tepublican  instilations  than  it  is 
adverse  to  the  develOinient  of  our  national  ener- 
gies when  gT^C  emergenoies  shall  arise;  for,  mbia 
such  occasions,  the  attention  of  the  citizen  will-be 
directed  to  the  preaervation  of  his  })tt>perty  from 
tbe  grasp  of  hb  cicditorsi  instead  of  wing  devoted 
to  the  defeiice  of  U»  couBtry ;  instead  Of  beiaf  Mle 


Digni2 


^yCoOi-^IC 


AViVWOZX. 


Baaki  and  tiu  Curmieii- 


'*oftj  vitli  promptitude  the  contTibationB  neoca- 
■aiy  to  the  prmetvation  of  the  State,  he  will  be 
induoed  t<i  mica  the  inio^erence  of  the  Govern- 
meDt  to  protect  him  against  the  efiects  of  bia  folly 
ftikd  extntragance. 

Thit  aagbt  aot  to  be  the  conditioa  of  a  rcpuUic 
rffheit  msDaced  bf  foreign  foree  or  domeBiic  com- 
motion. Sudb,  it  is  apprehended,  will  be  the  con- 
dition of  the  United  Slates,  if  the  course  which 
has  been  pursued  since  the  commeneemenl  of  the 
late  wu  be  not  abanilon«d.  Biace  {but  period,  it 
ia  beliered,  the  number  of  hwks  in  the  United 
States  has  oaea  more  than  doubled.  They  have 
been  <«abliahed  in  the  little  inland  towns  and  vil- 
iBget,  aiul  hare  brought  disiresa  sod  ruin  upon  the 
inhftbitants.  When  the  cause  aad  the  extent  of 
die  evil  are  known,  no  doubt  is  entertained  that 
the  appropriate  remedies  will  be  applied  by  those 
who,  in  our  complex  Cotm  of  eoverntoent,  are  in- 
vested with  the  necessary  autnoh^. 

But  the  resolution  requires  the  SecretaTy  of  tbe 
Treaenry  '*  lo  report  stich  measures  as,  in  his  opiu- 
ion,  may  be  expedient  to  procure  and  retain  a  suf- 
ficient qoantity  of  gold  and  silver  coin  in  the  Uni- 
ted Biatea." 

It  has  already  been  suagested,  that,  if  the  eor- 
rency  were  purely  mettdlic,  or  oonnected  with 
paper  coorertiUe  into  specie,  to  -the  extent  only  of 
ttie  demand  for  the  transmission  of  mcokey,  the 
United  States  would  retain  a  proiwrtion  of  the 
'ptecions  metals  which  the  valae  of  tneir  exchange- 
able commodities  bore  to  those  of  other  Stales. 
But  if  paper  can  be  made  to  eiroutate  independent 
of  its  em^loyinent  in  the  trnnsmituon  of  funds, 
sold  and  stiver  to  the  same  extent  will  beegcponcd. 
If  paper  will  be  received  and  employed  generally 
as  the  medium  of  exchange,  and  especiaUy  if  it  be 
iwued  in  bills  of  small  denominations,  ihe  amount 
of  speeie  which  will  be  expMted  will  be  great  in 
fwoportifHi  tti  the  paper  in  ciroubitioii.  If  this  po- 
aition  be  ctirreot,  the  power  of  Congress  will  be 
anmffieiaBt  to  retain  any  coosidMable  portion  of 
sold  and  silver  in  the  United  Slates.  Sankaotes, 
from  one  dollar  Co  those  of  large  denominalioas, 
have  circulated,  and,  it  ie  presvoied,  will  continue 
to  cireulate,  independent  of  its  authority.  As  long 
«s  faonk  notes  will  be  received  as  a  substitute  for 
tpeoie,  the  qnantitv  of  specie  necessary  for  cur- 
raiey  will  be  small  and  may  be  easily  retaiiMd 
'without  the  aid  of  Oovemment  But  the  demand 
for  specie,  where  the  eiroalation  is  principally  pa- 

Eir.  IS  extreaiely  floctaaling.  When  there  is  but 
tile  or  no  demand  for  it,  the  temptation  lo  increase 
iheii  discounts,  by  the  issue  of  more  paper,  is  too 
•trcng  lo  be  resisted  by  bank*.  When  a  demand 
foc  apene  arises,  the  currency  has  to  be  suddenly 
diminished  by  the  coatraetion  of  their  discounts. 
Fluctnationb  m  the  unount  of  the  currency^  pro- 
duced by  thb  means,  is  the  principal  mischtef  to 
te  rcoMdied;  these  fluctuations  wiU  frequently 
occnr  in  every  Slate,  where  the  currency  is  prin- 
cipally^ psper  eoDverlible  into  coin.  In  the  United 
States,  where  the  specie  exported  as  a  prisMry  arti- 
cle of  ootnnwrce  to  the  East  Indies  and  to  uhina 
•tears  so  lltige  a  proportion  tothe  metallic  currency 
.'tif  the  covntry,  ihay  must  not  only  be  mors  &e- 


:poFtation  of  specie,  in  ibe  prosecution  c. 

tttide,  has,  without  doubt,  caused  their  importation 
to  an  extent  which  otherwise  would  not  have, oc- 
curred. As  this  demand  is  in  some  degree  contin- 
gent, the  supply  will  alfo  be  contingent  Wima 
It  exceeds  the  detnand,  tbe  banks  will  be  tempted 
to  new  issues  of  paper.  Whet)  it  is  deficient,  (he 
deficiency  nUl  be  drawn  from  the  banks,  and  will 
cause  a  sudden  dimtnutuin  of  the  currency.  If 
this  diminution  could  be  limited  to  the  amoimtof 
the  deficiency  thus  drawn  from  the  banks,  the  evil 
would  be  no  greater  than  if  the  currency  wrae 
metallic.  But  this  is  not  the  fact  When  the 
paper  circulation  is  returned  upon  the  banks  for 
specie,  prudence  requires  that  an  effort  should  be 
made  to  preserve  the  same  proportion  belwe«n  the 
specie  in  their  vaults  and  their  notes  in  oirculation 
as  existed  at  the  moment  ihe  pressuic  commeaced. 
If  Ihe  paper  in  circulation  should  be  three  times 
the  amount  of  specie  in  possession  of  the  banks,  a 
demand  npoo  them  for  81,000,000  of  sptcte  would 
produceadiminution  of  93,000,000 in  Ihecurrwcy 
if  the  specie  should  be  exported,  and  of  $2,000,000 
if  it  remaiaed  in  tbe  country.  It  is  even  probable 
that  the  comparative  diminution  would  exceed  tt ' 


correspond  with  the  magnitude  of  the  evil  (< 
avoided,  rather  than  with  the  positive  prassun ; 
this,  it  ia  presumed,  would  be  the eSect  of  suchan 
emergency,  where  bajiks  h^d  not  become  familiar- 
ized with  bankruptcy,  and  were  not  countsniiaaed 
by  society  in  a  course  of  conduct  which,  in  (mvMe 
life,  would  be  considered  dishonest 

U,  by  any  Const!  tut  ion  al  exercise  of  the  power 
of  Congress,  banks  can  be  restrained,  first,  from 
issuing  notes  of  small  denominaiions,  and,  sec- 
ondly, from  oxcessive  issues  when  tbeu'  notes, are 
not  returned  upon  th«a  for  specie,  ftuctuatious.in 
the  currency,  to  an  extent  to  derange  the  interests 
of  society,  may  be  prevented.  But  if  the  imposi- 
tion of  these  restraints  is  not  within  the  Condi- 
tutional  pow»^  of  Congress,  the  evils  which  have 
been  sufiered  for  the  want  of  those  restrain  tsniHsl 
continue  until  the  present  system  of  bonkingshall 
be  abandoned. 

In  an  inquiry  into  the  state  of  the  ourrency,  (he 
consideration  of  thecoinage  is  necessarily  in  volv^. 
The  principles  upon  which  Ihe  coinage  of  the 
United  Stales  has  been  established  are  sntwtan- 
tially  correct.  The  standard  fineness  of  the  gold 
coinage  corresponds  with  the  coinage  of  En^junad 
and  PortugaJ.  The  standard  of  the  silver  cotni^ 
differs  but  little  from  that  of  Spain.  Tbe  Ameri- 
can doUar  is  intrinsically  worth  about  one  per 
cent,  less  than  the  Spanish  milled  dollar.  This 
difference,  if  the  Spanish  dollar  had  not  been  made 
a  legal  tender,  might  have  secured  to  the  nfttitm.  a 
more  permanent  use  of  its  silver  coinage.  Amer- 
ican doUars  would  not  be  exported  as  long  >«s 
Spanish  doUais  could  be  obtained  for  that  purpose 
at  a  leasonaUe premium.    If  this  latter  cou>  w«e 
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BOl  B  Irgnl  teed^r,  the  banks  mi^bt  aSbrd  to  im- 
port it,  BDd  migiil  sell,  at  a  tair  memium,  (he 
amtiuDi  which  might  be  required  of  them  for  the 
Chjaa  and  East  India  trade. 

The  relstive  value  of  gold  and  silver  baa  beeo 
differeDtlf  established  in  different  aalions.  It  baa 
been  different  in  the  same  nation  at  different  pe- 
riods. Iq  England,  an  ounce  of  gold  is  equal  in 
raiue  to  about  15.2  ounces  of  silrer ;  in  Prance,  it 
is  equal  to  15.5;  and  in  Spain  and  Portugal  to  IQ 
onnces.     In  the  United  Stales,  an  ounce  of  gold  is 

Sual  to  15  ounces  of  silver.  But  therriative  value 
these  metals  in  the  markets  frequently  differs 
from  that  assigned  to  them  by  the  laws  of^the  dif- 
ferent civilized  States.  It  is  believed  that  gold, 
when  compered  vith  silver,  has  buen  for  many 
years  appreciating  in  value,  and  now  everywhere 
commands,  in  the  money  markets,  a  higher  value 
than  that  which  has  been  assigned  to  U  in  States 


where  i 


relative  value  is  greatest.    If  this  he 
injustice  will  result  from  a  change  in 


the  rdatire  legal  value  of  gold  and  sil 
make  it  eorrfspDnd  with  their  relative  markeiaMe 
value.  If  gold,  in  relation  to  silver,  should  be 
raised  five  per  cent.,  one  ounce  of  it  would  be 
equal  to  1S.75  or  ]5{  ounces  of  pure  silver.  Thin 
augmentation  in  its  value  would  cause  it  to  be  im- 
ported in  quantities  sufficient  to  perform  all  the 
functions  of  currency.  As  it  is  not  used  tu  any 
Considerable  extent  as  u  primary  article  of  com- 
merce, the  flucmations  to  which  the  silver  cur- 
rencT  is  subject  from  that  cause  would  not  affect 
it.  It  would  be  exported  only  when  the  rale  of 
exchange  against  the  country  should  exceed  the 
cxpmse  of  e.vporlation.  In  ordinary  circunistsnces, 
such  a  state  of  exchange  would  not  be  of  long  con- 
tinuance. If  the  currency  of  the  United  States 
must,  of  necessity,  continue  to  be  paper  convertiUe 
into  specie,  an  increase  of  the  gold  coinage,  upon 
'  principles  which  shall  afford  the  least  inducement 
to  exportation,  is  probably  the  most  wholesome 
corrective  that  can  be  applied,  after  the  rigid  en- 
forcement of  that  coovertibiliiy. 

The  copper  coinage  is  believed  to  be  susceptiUe 
of  improvement.  Copper  itself  is  too  massive  to 
serve  the  purposes  of  change.  One  hundred  cents 
are  too  cumbrous  to  be  carried  and  used  in  the 
numberless  transactions  which  dailv  occur  between 
individuals.  Coin  compounded  of  silver  and  cop- 
per, of  from  one  to  ten  cents,  would  be  much 
more  suitable  for  that  object.  This  kind  of  coin- 
age has  been  adopted  in  other  countries  with  great 
advantage. 

It  ha-t,  however,  been  objected  to  this  coinage — 

I.  That,  as  compounded  metals  are  much  harder 
than  the  component  ingredients,  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult, and,  consequently  expensive  to  work. 

S.  That  the  coin  itself  would  be  of  little  or  no 
intrinsic  value;  copper  or  brass  being  of  superior 
value  in  the  manufactures  to  which  it  might  be 
applied.  And  that  the  public  would  scarcely  sub- 
mit to  the  circulation  Ola  coin  so  worthless. 

3.  That  it  might  be  counterfeited  by  a  composi- 
lion  of  zinc  and  copper. 

After  giving  to  these  objections  their  dueweigbt, 
'it  b  believed  that  a  change  of  this  nature,  in  the 


copper  coina^  would  be  benefioial.  Akb«<]^ 
the  expense  ot  such  a  coinage  should  be  twice  as 
much  as  that  of  an  equal  number  of  silveT  coid, 
still  it  might  be  advantageons.  Small  change, 
both  of  silver  and  copper,  may  be  abundant  in 
Philadelphia,  the  seat  of  the  Mint,  hot  it  is  not 
gwterslly  «i  elMwhere.  If  it  were,  tickets  irf  6^, 
10,  12j,  25,  and  90  cents,  issued  by  mayors  and 
corporation  officers,  and  dollar  bills  torn  in  two 
pieces,  for  the  purposea  of  change,  would  not  be 
employed  for  that  purpose.  This  single  fact  ia  an 
answer  to  the  wcond  objection.  The  fractional 
parts  of  a  dollar  are  so  indispensable  in  the  trans- 
aciioDS  of  individoals,  that  any  thing  which  as- 
sumes that  character  will  be  employed.  If  the 
tickets  which  at  this  moment  form  so  great  a  por-  . 
lion  of  the  change  of  this  city,  and  of  varioos 
other  places,  ere  employed  for  that  purpose  it  is 
inconceivable  that  the  cuumuuiiy  should  refuse  to 
permit  a  compound  coin  of  silver  and  capper  to 
circulate,  containing  the  intrinsic  value  which  it 
represeots,  mnely  because,  for  manufactures,  it 
will  not  be  worth  more  than  brass  or  copper,  and 
that  the  expense  of  refining  will  be  eqnal  to  the 
value  of  the  silver.  Change  (that  is,  the  frac- 
tional parts  of  a, dollar)  is  so  indispensable  to  the 
community],  that  its  inapplicability  to  manufac- 
tures, and  its  exemption  from  liability  to  exporta- 
tion, instead  of  forming  objections,  are  recommen- 
dations in  its  favor. 

The  objection  that  this  coin  may  be  easily  covn- 
lerfeiled  is,  if  it  cannot  be  obviated,  entitled  to  great 
consideration.  As  has  been  before  stated,  tbiscoiD- 
poimd  coinage  has  been  successfully  practised  in 
otherSlates.  If  compound  metah  are  much  harder 
than  their  component  ingredients,  may  not  a  suf- 
ficient security  against  counterfeiting  be  derived 
from  that  circumstance?  The  dimensions  and 
power  of  the  machinery,  which  constitute  one  of 
the  objeciiiws  to  the  coinage,  will  render  it  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  secure  tnal  secrecy  and  con- 
cealment which  are  indispensable  to  tfae  sncceas 
of  the  counterfeiter.  If  this  compound  coinage 
should  not  be  carried  higher  than  ten  cent  or  dime 
pieces,  the  induoement,  compared  with  the  danm 
of  detection,  resulting  from  the  magnitude  of  ue 
machinery,  woold  not.  it  is  bdieved,  be  sufficiest 
to  encourage  conn teifei ting.  If,  however,  it  should 
be  deemed  impracticable  to  guard  against  this  evil, 
in  a  coinage  composed  of  silver  and  copper,  an  at- 
tempt mignt  be  made  to  obtain  a  supply  of  small 
change,  by  a  mixture  of  silver  and  zinc.  The 
danger  of  counterfeiting  woold  then  be  removed. 

As  various  plan*  have  been  suggested,  during 
the  last  twelve  months,  for  alleviating  the  general 
distress  which  has  prevailed,  by  the  emitaion  of  a 
large  amount  of  Treasury  notes,  a  few  obaerva- 
tions  on  that  subject  will  dose  thia  part  of  the  re- 
port. 

If  the  Treasury  notes  are  to  be  iasaed  for  this 
purpose,  they  wilt  be  either  receivable  in  all  pav- 
ments  to  the  Oovemment,  or  they  will  he  mada 
redeemable  at  a  fixed  period. 

1.  If  they  are  made  rccdvable  in  all  nayiuenta 
to  the  Oovemment,  the  revenue  will,  from  the 
time  that  ^000,000  arc  issaed,  be  sabiaBtiaUr 
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Kc«ired  in  (hen.  The  OoTerDmcnt  iriU  be  im- 
mediaiely  uaable  to  pay  the  intereil  aad  minbune- 
m«at  of  tbe  public  debt  to  specie  aa  ii  becomes  due. 
Tbft^e  notes,  when  compared  wilh  ihe  uoten  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  will  be  at  a  discount. 
Tbe  latlernotes,  independently  of  their  being  ereiy 
where  teeeivable  in  all  paymenta  to  Ihe  Govera- 
ment,  are  cooTertible,  at  toe  place  of  tbeir  issue, 
into  specie.  They  are  equal  to  the  Treasttiy  notes 
in  payment  of  the  revenue,  and  luperior  to  them. 
aa  they  can  command,  specie  when  the  holder  shall 
desire  il. 

If  the  fourCemth  Eectioa  of  the  bank  charter 
were  modifiedi  so  that  the  notes  of  the  bank  and 
of  its  offices  should  be  receivable  bv  tbe  Govern- 
ment only  when  tendered  where  they  are  made 
Eyable,  a  small  amount  of  Treasury  notes  might 
issued,  and  circulated,  without  depreciation. 
In  that  case,  they  would  be  used  for  tbe  traosmis- 
aion  of  money,  and  would  be  in  constant  demand 
for  tbat  purpose.  It  is  the  reception  of  the  nates 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  its  offices, 
by  the  Government,  wherever  ihey  are  tendered, 
ibat  causes  them  (o  be  considered  as  a  good  lemil- 
lancetbrougbout  tbe  United  States.  Iftheyabould 
LceoM  to  be  so  received,  a  demand  for  Treasury 
notes  to  a  small  amount,  for  the  transmission  of 
money,  would  be  created,  and  would  preserve  them 
from  depreciation.  If  the  notes  thus  issued  should 
he  made  redeemable  at  the  Treasury,  iu  specie, 
"upon  demand,  the  amount  which  might  be  put 
and  relaioed  in  ctrculalion  would  probably  exceed, 
to  a  considerable  extent,  the  sum  demanded  for 
the  facile  transmission  of  money.  Such  Treasury 
notes  would,  however,  have  no  advantage  over 
the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  as 
lon^  as  they  are  refeivabLe  in  all  payments  to  the 
Uaued  Stales,  without  reference  to  the  place 
where  ibey  are  payable.  It  is  even  probable  that 
tliey  woold  not  be  of  equal  value  and  currency 
with  those  nota,  as  the  taller  would  gena^y  be 
made  payable  in  the  principal  and  commercial 
cities,  where  remiitances  are  conliaually  made, 
whilst  the  Treasury  notes  would  be  payaUe  only 
at  this  place.  If  Treasury  notes,  payable  in  specie. 
OB  demand,  when  presented  at  this  place,  should 
be  preferred  to  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Stales,  it  would  be  ia  consequence  of  tbe  abuses 
which  have  been  practised  bv  bonking  institu- 
tioDS,  which  have,  in  some  degree,  shaken  the 
public  confidence  in  the  integrity  of  tbeir  direction. 

2.  ir  Treasury  notes  were  to  be  issued,  not 
receivable  in  payments  to  the  Government,  but 
redeemable  at  a  fixed  period,  ibey  would  imme- 
diately depreciate,  unlexa  they  bore  nearly  six  per 
cent,  interest.  In  tbe  latter  case,  ihey  would  be 
of  little  more  use,  as  currency,  than  the  funded 
debt  They  would  not  perform  tb«  fuocticms  of 
money. 

3.  In  anycasc  whatever,  whether  they  are  receiv- 
able in  paymatts  to  the  Government,  or  bear  an  in- 
terest, ana  are  redeemable  at  a  fixed  period^  they 
will  afibrd  no  substantial  relief  where  the  distress 
is  greatest,  unless  Ihey  should  be  advanced  as  a 
loan  in  order  to  alleviate  that  distress.  If  they 
ue  to  be  issued  from  ihe  Treasury  in  discharge  of 


the  demands  upon  Govemmetit,  they  would  never 
teach  those  sections  of  the  country  where  relief  is 
moBt  required.  There,  tbe  Government  already 
oollecls  more  than  can  be  ejipended.  One  of  the 
causes  of  this  distress  is  the  necessity  of  tranafer- 
ling  the  public  funds  from  those  sections,  fur  the 
purpose  of  being  expended,  to  those  where  there 
18  no  deficiency  of  currency. 

As  a  financial  resource,  the  iseue  of  Treatury 
notes  is  justifiable  only  where  tbe  deficiency  which 
they  are  intended  to  supply  is  small  in  amounL 
ana  temporary  in  its  nature.  As  a  measure  of 
alleviation,  it  will  be  more  likely  to  do  harm  than 
good.  If  a  sufficient  amount  of  those  notes,  of 
any  description  whatever,  should  be  issued,  and 
put  into  circulation  where  Ihey  ore  most  wanted, 
unless  they  were  given  away,  a  debt  in  thai  part 
of  the  Union  would  be  contracted  to  the  client  of 
tbe  issue.  It  might  enable  the  .borrowers  to  pay 
debts  previously  contracted,  but  their  relative  sita- 
alion  would  be  the  same.  Unless  the  cun'eocy  be- 
came vitiated  by  the  relief  which  was  afforded, 
the  ultimate  payment  of  tbe  debt  would  consum- 
mate the  ruin  which  the  measme  was  intended  to 
prevent.  But  it  is  probable  that  tbe  sums  which 
might  be  advanced,  by  way  of  loan,  would,  in  a 
great  degree,  be  losL  The  Government  is  not, 
uom  its  nature,  qualified  for  operations  of  this 
kind.  The  general  system  of  credit  which  has 
been  introduced  by  the  agency  of  banks,  and  by 
tbe  inevitable  effect  of  tbe  measures  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  has  produced  an  artificial  state 
of  things,  which  requires  repression  rather  than 
extension.  The  issue  of  Treasury  notes  for  the 
purpose  of  alleviating  the  general  distress,  would 
tend  to  increase  this  unnatural  and  forced  stale  of 
things,  and  give  to  it  a  duration  which  it  would 
otherwise  never  attain.  If  icuch  of  the  evil  re- 
sulting from  a  decreasing  currency  had  not  already 
been  suffered,  there  mignt  be  some  plausible  rea- 
son for  urging  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes  as  a 
measure  of  alleviation,  This  ground  cannot  be 
urged  in  its  favor ;  it  is  therefore  indefeosiblt 
upon  the  ground  of  expediency  as  well  as  of 
principle. 

The  last  member  of  the  resolution  assumes,  by 
implication,  the  practicability  of  substituting,  by 
the  Constitional  exercise  of  the  power  of  Congress, 
a  paper  currency  for  that  which  now  exists. 

In  considerine  this  proposition,  the  power  of 
Congress  over  the  currency  of  the  United  States 
cannot,  consistently  with  toe  respect  which  is  dae 
to  that  body,  be  eilner  affirmed  or  denied.  Il  can- 
not be  supposed  that  the  House  of  Representatives, 
in  adopting  the  leaolution  in  question,  intended, 
tbrougn  the  agency  of  an  Executive  department 
of  the  Government,  lo  institute  an  inquiry  as  to 
the  extent  of  tbe  ConstitutioDal  authority  of  a 
body  of  which  it  is  only  a  constituent  member. 
Yet  it  will  necessarily  occur  lo  the  House,  that, 
if  the  power  of  Congress  over  the  currency  is  not 
absolutely  sovereign,  the  inquiry,  whatever  may 
be  its  immediate  result,  must  be  without  any  ulti- 
mate utility.  The  general  prosperity  will  not  be 
advanced  by  demonstrating  thai  there  is  no  iniriO' 
sic  obstacle  to  the  substitution  of  a  paper  for  a  me- 
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Hllk  cumacy,  if  the  pcwer  to  «rfopt  the  aulwtitate 
baa  been  withheld  from  ths  Federal  Govnoment. 
Without  oSeriog'  m  opiaioa  npoa  the  wei|^t  to 
which  these  views  woald  hare  been  entitled  had 
tliey  been  urged  whilst  the  rcBolntion  was  adder 
oonsideratioD,  it  h  admitted  that  they  furnish  no 
groand  for  decliaing  the  perfbrmaace  of  the  daly 
imposed  by  its  adoption.  Id  the  dts«UKion  of  a 
.qttcatioD  01  so  mneh  delicacy  and  impoitaoce,  the 
ntmest  confideace  is  reposed  in  ibe  juitice  and  lib- 
cnlityoftbOMWho  have  rendered  it  indispensable. 

At  the  Ihiesfaold  of  this  inqoiry,  it  is  proper  to 
obsetve  tbat  it  is  deemed  unnecessary  to  present 
ftn  analysis  of  the  motires  which  led,  eren  in  the 
most  remote  antiquity,  to  the  general  adoption,  by 
eivUized  States,  of  gold  and  silver  as  the  staDdard 
of  value,  or  of  the  advantages  which  have  resulted 
from  that  adoption.  The  circamstanoe  to  which, 
'Id  the  course  of  this  infestigatioo,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  advert,  is  the  tendency  which  a  metallic 
ourrency  has  to  preserve  a  greater  uniformity  of 
vatne  than  any  otlter  commodity ;  and  the  facility 
with  which  it  returns  to  that  value  whenever,  by 
■ay  temporary  causes,  that  uniformity  has  been 
Interrupted.  No  argutnent  will  in  this  place  be 
oflered  in  support  of  this  proposition.  It  is  found- 
ed on  the  experience  of  all  nations.  Its  truth,  for 
the  [K-esent,  will  therefore  be  assumed.  But  the 
proposition  itself  admits  that  gold  and  silver,  when 
employed  by  the  consent  of  all  civilized  States  as 
the  standard  of  valae,  are  subject  to  temporary 
variations  of  value.  It  is  equally  true  that  they 
•re  subject  to  permanent  variation.^.  The  cause 
and  etiect  of  these  changes  will  be  eonsidered  pre- 
viously to  the  discussion  of  the  practicability  of 
aabstiiuting  a  paper  for  a  metallic  currency. 

1st.  When,  oy  any  circumstance  whatsoever,  a 
g^reater  portion  of  these  metals  is  found  in  a  parti- 
oolai  State  than  is  nosBeesed  by  other  Stales  hav' 
ing  articles  of  equal  value  to  be  exchanged,  they 
will  in  such  State  be  of  less  value  than  in  the  ad- 
jacent States.  This  will  be  manifested  by  an 
inetease  in  the  price  of  the  commodities  of  such 
State.  This  increase  of  price  will  continue  until 
the  metallic  redundancy  is  exported  or  converted 
into  manufactures.  Whenever  this  redundancy  is 
disposed  of,  the  currency  will  return  to  its  former 
value,  and  the  price  of  other  eomrnodities  will  be 
regulated  by  that  value. 

2d.  But  theexportation  of  ^jccie  may  take  place 
where  there  is  no  such  redundancy.  This  occurs 
whenevN  the  general  balance  of  trade  continues 
for  some  time  unfavorable  to  a  particular  State. 
The  currency  then  appreciates  in  value,  and  the 

Srice  of  all  other  commodities  in  such  State  is 
iminished.  As  commerce  is  nothing  more  than 
the  exchange  of  equivalents,  the  rednction  in  the 
'price  of  the  articles  of  sue o  Stale,  and  the  in- 
oreased  value  of  the  currency,  will  promptly  pro- 
duce a  reaction ;  and  gold  and  silver  will  soon 
retara  in  the  quantities  required  to  reduce  their 
value  to  that  which  ^ey  maintainin  the  adjacent 
States.  With  the  return  of  specie,  all  other  arti- 
cles will  return  to  the  prices  which  they  eommand- 
ed  before  its  exportatitm.  Like  flntds, the  weci<ns 
BMtak,  so  long  as  they  are  employed  as  the  gene- 


of  value,  will  constantly  lesd  to  fn- 
sCTve  a  common  level.  Every  variatien  from  it 
will  be  promptly  corrected  without  the  mtervtm- 
tion  of  human  laws.  These  fluoluettoDs,  brisg; 
temporary  in  their  nature,  are  wholly  iadepoi^t 
of  the  permanent  causes  which  mar  attect  the 
value  ot  g(Ai  and  silver  when  employed  as  the 
geueral  standard  of  value.  They  will  equity 
occur,  whether  the  quaniiiy  of  these  metals,  com- 
pared with  the  exchangee  which  they  are  dfstiBed 
to  effect,  be  redundant  or  deficient.  The  lunit*, 
however,  within  which  these  fluctuations  are  con- 
fined, are  so  conimcted,  that  the  great  interests  of 
society  cannot  be  aerionsly  afiected  by  them-  Biit 
this  ooservation  must  be  undentlood  to  apply  to  ■ 
currency  purely  matallic,  or,  at  least,  when  the 
paper  which  is  connected  with  ii  does  not  exceed 
the  demand  for  the  convenient  ttansmitsion  of 
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Id  and  silver,  when  employed  by  theenm- 
eonsent  of  nations  as  the  Mandard  of  valoe, 
are  subject  lo  the  variations  in  value  from  po- 
maneat  causes.  When  their  quantity  is  increaaed 
more  rapidly  than  the  articles  which  are  to  be 
exchanged  through  their  agency,  thnr  price  will 
fall,  or,  what  amounts  to  the  same  thine,  the  price 
of  all  CKchuigeable  articles  will  rise.  It  has  been 
admitted  by  all  intelligent  writers  upon  this  sub- 
ject, that,  immediately  after  the  diKWvery  of  Amer- 
ica, towards  tbeclose  of  the  fifWenth  century,  a 
sudden  and  extensive  depreciation  in  the  value  of 
these  raemls  occurred ;  and  that,  from  that  time 
to  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  century,  they  con- 
tinued gradually  lo  depreciate.  This  depreciatioa, 
it  is  believed,  has  been  accelerated  during  the  last 
century,  as  ranch  by  the  substimtioo  of  paner  for 
apeine,  as  by  the  increase  in  the  quantity  o(  those 
metals  during  thai  period,  beyond  the  deawad 
which  would  have  existed  for  them  as  currency 
had  that  subsiiintitin  not  taken  place.  The  precise 
efieoi  upon  the  denvciation  of  tbeoe  melals,  pn>- 
duced  by  the  partial  Bubstitiition  of  paper  in  varioDS 
cotin tries  for  a  metallic  currency,  will  not  now  be 
inquired  into;  but  it  is  generally  conceded  that 
the  depreciation  has  been  more  rapid  since  that 
aibstitution  than  at  any  former  period,  except 
vrhen  the  accumulated  stock  of  ases  in  the  New 
World  was  brought  into  Christendom,  and  tbenee 
distributed  into  every  other  region  where  gold  and 
silver  were  in  demand.  Since  the  close  of  the 
last  century  doubts  have  existed  whether  those 
metals,  even  when  employed  as  cnrrency,  have  not 
appreciated  in  value;  and  it  is  contended,  by  the 
advocates  of  a  paper  cvrrency,  that  this  apprecia- 
tion will  probably  continue  through  a  long  sue- 


by  these  writers  that  the  demand  for  currency  at 
present,  throughout  the  world,  is  greater  than  the 
supplv  which  (he  exiabng  quantity  of  the  |>reeious 
metab  will  afibrd,  without  materially  depfestiag 
the  price  of  all  the  objects  of  human  iadttsiry  and 
haman  desires.  When  it  is  recollected  Ibnt  produc- 
tion is  rwnlated  by  demead,  aod  that  both  aie  di- 
rectly affected  by  the  quantity  of  earrener  cotn- 
pated  with  ihe  qttaatity  of aitides  tobe  cxehangcd, 
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it  irnadilv  perceired  th&t  an  increase  in  the  cur- 
i«ne]r  of  tae  world,  by  the  sttfastimiion  of  paper, 
CT«n  when  coaTertiMe  into  coin,  will  iocreaBe  the 


beyoad  What  would  have  existed  had  mch 
of  ctirreacy  Dot  taken  place.  Under  such  elFcum- 
stancea,  a  radden  reduction  of  the  cBrrency,  by 
due  iej«etion  of  the  paper  which  had  b«eo  em- 
ployed, oonld  not  fail  to  derange  all  the  wlatiooa 
ofBoatfr,bydiiiiiniihiDfthequBntitv' of  currency, 
^rinfat  (be  BTtioles  to  M  exchanged  through  its 
agemoy  wonld  suffer  no  such  diminution.  Ad  im- 
mediate deprenion  In  the  price  of  all  commodities 
-would  be  tbeineviiable  consequence ofan  unqoal- 
ified  return  to  a  metallic  cDireDcv,  Upon  the  sup- 
position that  the  quantity  of  gold  and  silver  an- 
naally  produced  thonld  remain  undiminiabed. 
But,  if  this  return  to  a  inetBDic  currency  should 
be  attentpted  at  a  period  when  the  annual  prodnct 
of  these  metals,  either  from  tempomry  or  perma- 
■ent  causes,  should  have  conEiderabiy  decreased, 
mil  the  great  interests  of  society  would  be  moct 
seiioatly  disordered;  property  of  ever^  description 
woold  rapidly  fall  in  Telae ;  the  rations  between 
eivdilor  and  debtor  would  be  violemly  and  Bud- 
dcDly  ohanged.  This  change  wonld  be  greatly 
to-  the  injury  of  the  debtor ;  the  propertr  which 
wonld  be  necesaarv  to  discharge  his  debts  wonld 
eorceed  that  which  ne  had  received  from  his  credi- 
tor ;  rtie  one  wotdd  be  nrined  without  the  itopnta- 
tioo  of  crime,  whilst  the  other  wonld  be  enriched 
without  the  semblance  of  merit.  Until  the  engage- 
ments cxistiDg  Bt  the  moment  of  such  a  change 
are  discharged,  and  ihe  price  of  labor  and  of  com- 
modities is  reduced  to  (he  proportion  which  it 
must  bear  to  theqaantitv  of  currency  employed  as 
^e  medium  of  their  czooanffe,  enterprise  ofevery 
kind  will  be  repressed,  and  misery  and  distress 
iHUveraaUy  prevail.  When  this  shall  be  effected, 
tbe  relations  of  society,  founded  upon  a  new  basis, 
will  be  equitable  and  just,  and  tend  to  promote 
and  secure  the  general  prosperity. 

Such,  it  is  contended  by  the  advocates  of  a  paper 
Ctmenoy,  are  the  cireumstanoeB  under  which  the 
prineipEU  States  of  Europe  are  endeavoring  to  re- 
turn to  a  metallic  currency.  For  a  century  past 
the  currency  of  those  States  has  been        '' 

otesaedby  the  emi^oyment  of  paper, ,  .. 

is  true,  onginally,  upon  a  metallic  oasis.  During 
the  last  twenty  years  this  paper  has  ceased  to  be 
eontenible  into  specie;  and  as  oosyatematic  effort 
has  been  nade  to  prevent  excessive  issties,  it  has 
iweame  redundant,  and,  consequently,  depreciated. 
notwithstanding  uiis  depreciation,  the  prodoccioos 
of  those  countries  it  is  believed  have  more  rapidly 
increased  than  those  of  conntries  where  a  metallic 
currency  has  been  praerved.  Tbe  efforts  that  are 
seriously  made  by  those  States  to  retnm  to  a  me- 
tallic CBTTency,  will  be  the  repreaion  of  enterpriSE 
<rf' every  description  among  themselves.  It  will 
b«  foreseen  that  the  currency  most  appreciate,  and 
that  all  other  articles  must  depreciate  in  value, 
file  effects  of  this  appreciation  of  money  will  be 
'fet  manifested  in  those  States  by  the  fall  of  the 
'uHee  of  all  articles  which  caonot  be  exported.  In 
ne  pragran  of  tltcM  measwes,  (ke  price  of  the  <x- 


jnrtaUe  articles  will  Bleob«Giffec(ed,by'lher64ife- 
tion  in  the  currency  emptoved  in  effecting'  tbeir 
exchange.  It  is  even  probable  that  the  quan- 
tity of  exchangeable  artwles  will  be  diminished. 
Whilst  the  appreciation  of  the  otin«Dcy  is  percep- 
tibly adrancmg,  the  mBanfacturer  win  not  iiazard 
bis  capital  in  producingarticles  the  price  of  which 
is  rapidly  declining.  The  tberchant  will  abstain 
from  porchasiog,  under  the  apprehension  of  a  fur- 
ther  rsduction  of  price,  and  of  the  difficulty  of 
revending  at  a  profit.  It  is  even  probable  that  Che 
intereat  of  mone][  will  fall,  whilst  the  ery  of  scar- 
city of  money  will  be  incessant.  Under  saeh  ch'- 
cuifistancea,  loans  will  not  be  required,  except  to 
-meet  debts  of  immediate  urgency.  None  will  be 
demanded  for  the  prosecution  of  etiterprises  by 
which  the  productive  energies  of  the  commtmity 
will  be  increased. 

As  tbe  measares  which  bare  been  adopted  ky 
England  and  several  of  the  conlmental  States  of 
Borope,  for  returning  to  a  Tnetallic  correney  ad- 
vance, the  interest  of  those  States  which  liave 
adhered  to  it  will  be  affected.  Whilst  gold  and 
silver  were,  in  the  former  States,  'dispensed  vritfa 
as  coin,  ibey  w«e  sought  for  merely  as  commodi- 
ties. The  quantity  necessary  for  their  Inaniiffac- 
tures  was  readily  obtained  wilfaont  deranging,' in 
any  serious  d^ee,  the  currency  of  other  States. 

it  has  been  estimated  that  rrom  eighty  to  one 
hundred  and  twenty  millions  of  dollars  wvre  ttt^ 
cessary  to  Bngland-  Takitig'die  mean  sum,  and 
admitting  that  tbe  other  European  States  engaged 
in  tbe  same  effort  require  an  equal  smonnt,  a  sup- 
ily  uf  two  hundred  millioas  of  dollars  is  necessary, 
tement  of  the  measures  neees.'iary 
obtain  that  portion  of  this  mnn  which  canntn 
m  a  short  time  be  drawn  from  the  annual  ptodubt 
of  the  mines,  may  not  be  immediacety  felt  brother 
States.  But-wben  these  measures  approach  thnr 
completion ;  when  a  large  quantity  of  gold  and 
silver  is  necessarily  vilbdrawn  from  the  currenoy 
of  other  States,  the  ptice  of  specie  will,  in  the 
latter,  appreciate,  and  the  price  of  all  eommodi- 
tiee  will  decline.  All  tbe  evita  incident  to  an 
appreciating  currency  Will  be  felt  in  those  Stales, 
though  in  a  less  dearee  than  where  a  paper  enr- 
rency  had  been  exclusively  adt^ed.  The  esam- 
pte  presented  by  the  reiarn  to  a  metallic  cutreney 
in  Prance,  even  in  the  midst  of  a  revolution, 
which  probably  had  some  inBueace  upon  the  de- 
cision of  this  question  by  other  Stales,  is  be- 
lieved to  be  in  no  degree  anali^os  in  its  prindMl 
circumitaocea.  At  the  nreciee  period  tliat  this 
change  was  operating,  England  and  the  prin- 
cipal continental  States  abandoned  the  precious 
metals  as  currency.  The  supply  demanded  by 
France  was  not  only  at  hand,  but  wos  seeking  the 
very  employment  which  that  change  had  made 
indispensable.  At  the  same  time,  immense  snibs 
were  brougfat  into  France  by  her  conqoerine  ar- 
mies, which,  being  raised  by  military  contribuUMis, 


¥L" 


had  in  some  degree  rendered  a  resort  to  pape 
rency  in  the  United  Statee  necessary.    At  preaent 
the  civilized  world  is  at  peace,  and  each  Slate  is 


endeavoring,  by  systematic  coeasures,  to  seearett 
iiadfajuat  paitidpMion  of  equal  and  reciprocal 
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commerce.  The  States  which  are  aov  aiiempt- 
ing  to  rvturo  to  e  metallic  curreaey  will  find  much 
greater  difficulty  in  effecting  thia  change  than  was 
experienced  by  FiaDce, 

The  demand  for  gold  and  silver,  as  the  mediam 
of  exchaage,  cannot  be  supplied  until  the  price  of 
■II  eichaageBble  articles  has  fallen  in  proportion 
to  the  reduction  of  the  currency,  which  the  aban- 
donment of  paper  loust  producf.  It  is  eren  prob- 
able, as  hss  been  before  suggested,  that,  after  the 
price  of  commodities  and  of  labor  shall  have  fallen, 
BO  aa  to  bear  a  just  proporiioa  to  the  ctirreucy 
which  is  to  hfl employed  in  effecting  the  necessary 
exchanges,  the  currency  will  continue  gradually 
to  appreciate.  This,  however,  is  matter  of  conjec- 
ture. It  depends  entirely  upon  the  fact,  whether 
the  annual  product  of  the  mines,  aAer  furnishing 
the  quantity  necessary  for  the  consumption  of  the 
precious  metals  in  manufactures,  will  be  equal  to 
the  incr^ued  demand  for  currency,  arising  from 
the  increase  of  exchangeable  commodities  Ihrougb- 
out  the  world.  The  great  advancement  in  the 
arts  and  sciences,  the  rapid  improvementa  in  ma- 
chinery  which  characieiize  the  present  age,  acting 
through  a  long  succession  of  ages,  cannot  fail  to 
augment,  in  an  astonishing  degree,  all  the  products 
of  ntimao  industry. 

It  may  howerer  be  urged  that  the  same  imp^ve- 
menti  will  augment  in  an  equal  degree  the  prod- 
uct of  the  mines,  and  that  therefore  the  quantity 
of  precious  metals  in  tfae  world  will  continue  to 
bear  to  other  commodities  the  same  relation  which 
they  may  assume  when  the  return  to  a  metallic 
currency  is  effected.  This  may  be  true;  but,  so 
far  as  it  depends  upon  the  general  principle  that 
•the  supply  ofall  articles  is  reflated  by  the  demand, 
there  is  reasonable  ground  of  doubt.  The  maxim, 
although  good  as  a  general  rule,  admits  of  excep- 
tions. A  demand  beyond  the  supply  increases  the 
price  of  the  thing  demanded,  and  invites  to  the 
investment  of  additional  capital  in  its  production. 
But,  when  the  article  demanded  is  to  he  produced 
from  a  material  which  no  investment  of  capital, 
no  application  of  skill,  can  augtneat,  the  only 
effect  of  such  investment  and  anpTication  b  to  pro- 
duce the  most  which  the  material  has  the  capacity 
to  furnish.  Such,  in  fact,  is  the  case  of  gold  and 
.silver.  The  material  from  which  they  are  made 
is  limited  in  quantity,  which  neither  capital  nor 
skill  can  aug;ment.  It  is  probable  that  the  im- 
provements in  machinery  and  the  art  of  refining 
will  be  counterbalanced  by  the  exhaustion  of  the 
mines,  or  the  difficulty  or  working  them,  arising 
from  thedeplhand  extentof  theirexcavations.  It 
is  therefore  possible  that  the  demand  for  the  pre- 
cious metals,  for  currency  and  for  manufactures, 
"nay  exceed  the  production  of  the 
'  ■  to  entering  upon  the 
e  practicability  of  substituting  a  paper 
for  a  metallic  cuirency,  it  is  ptopei  lo  observe, 
thai  gold  and  silver  derive  part  of  the  imiformiiy 
«f  value  which'  has  been  ascribed  to  them,  from  the 
general  consent  of  civilized  States  lo  employ  them 
OS  the  standard  of  value.  Should  ifaey  cease  to 
be  used  for  that  purpose,  ihey  would  become  more 
raiiaUa  in  theit  value,  and  would  be  regulaod, 


like  all  other  articles,  bv  the  demand  for  them, 
CMDpared  with  the  supply  in  any  given  market, 
presumed  that,  if  tbey  should  e 


employed  as  the  standard  of  value  by  sereral 
States,  their  oniformity  of  value  would  be,  in  some 
degree,  affected^  not  only  in  those  Stales  where 
they  were  considered  as  mere  commodities,  but  in 
those  where  they  were  still  employed  as  currency. 
Whenever,  as  commodities,  they  should  rise  in 
valur,  a  drain  would  take  place  from  the  currency 
ofother  States;  and  when  they  should  fall  in  value, 
as  commodities,  they  would  seek  employment  u 
currency,  and  render,  in  somedegree,  redundant Lbe 
currency  of  the  States  where  tbey  are  employed. 
After  making  due  allowance  for  the  depreciation 
of  bank  notex  in  England,  from  the  time  of  the 
bank  restriction,  in  1797^  to  the  present  period,  the 
price  of  gold  and  silver  in  that  country  is  believed 
to  have  varied  more  than  at  any  former  period. 
Their  price,  when  compared  with  bank  notes,  from 
the  year  1797  to  1808,  showed  but  a  slight  degree 
of  depreeiatioa — considerably  less  in  all  human 
probability  than  actually  existed.  During  that  in- 
terval the  demand  for  those  metals  was  limited  in 
England  lo  the'sum  required  for  manufactures. 
It  is  hi^hlv  probable  that,  if  the  quantity  of  the 
paper  circulation  bad  been  reduced  to  ihe  amount 
of  the  currency  in  circulation  at  the  time,  or  for 
one  year  before  the  restriction,  the  price  of  hullioa 
would  have  been  below  the  Mint  price.  On  tfae 
contrary,  in  the  yesr  1806,  when  ihe  employment 
of  a  British  force  in  Spain  created  a  sudden  de- 
mand for  specie,  the  depreciation  of  bank  notes, 
indicated  by  the  price  of  bullion,  was  probatdy 
greater  than  that  which  really  existed.  In  tbe 
year  1814,  after  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  the  price  of 
bullion,  estimated  in  bank  paper,  was  not  above 
the  Mint  price;  while,  in  the  succeeding  year,  it 
rose  lo  more  than  twenty  per  cenL  above  that 
price ;  the  amount  of  bank  notes  in  circulation  at 
the  former  exceeding,  in  a  small  degree,  that  of 
the  latter  period.  It  is  impossible  that  these  varia- 
tions in  the  price  of  gold  and  silver,  in  the  short 
space  of  one  year,  can  be  entirely  chargeable  In 
the  depreciation  of  bank  notes.  The  effect  which 
these  variations,  in  a  great  commercial  State, 
where  the  precious  metals  were  considered  only  as 
commodities,  were  calculated  to  produce  upon  the 
currency  of  the  neighboring  States,  has  not  been 
ascertained.  Tbe  convulsions  to  which  most  of 
these  States  were  subject  dorii^  that  paiod  m»y 
account  for  the  want  of  sufficient  data  to  eluci- 
date the  subject.  It  is,  however,  highly  improba- 
ble that  these  fluctuations  were  not  sensibly  felt 
by  them. 

Having  considered  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
variations  in  value,  to  which  a  metallic  currencf 
is  necessarily  subject,  it  remains  to  examine  whe- 
ther it  is  practicable  to  devise  a  system  by  which  a 
papa  currency  may  be  employed  as  the  standard 
of  value,  wiib  sufficient  security  against  variatians 
in  its  value,  and  with  the  same  cenaiuty  of  its 
recovering  that  value,  when,  from  any  cauite,  such 
variations  shall  have  been  produced.  It  is  dis- 
linctly  admitted  thai  no  such  paper  currency  haa 
I  ever  existed.     Where  the  experiment  baa  been 
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made  directly  by  Gov«raiD"aI,  excesaiTe  istues 
hare  quickly  eosued,  aad  depreciauoo  bas  been 
the  immediate  coDsequeDce.  Wbcre  tbe  ezperi- 
meat  has  been  attempted  iluougb  the  agency  of 
banks  it  has  inviriably  failed.  Id  both  cases,  in- 
stead of  being  used  as  a  mean  of  supplying  a 
cheap  and  stable  curreDcy,  ioTariabiy  regulated 
by  the  demaad,  for  eSratlDg  the  ezcbanges  re- 
quired by  the  wants  and  coa»eoience  of  society,  it 
has  been  employed  as  a  financial  resource,  or  made 
the  iDstrument  of  unreeifained  cupidity,  la  no 
case  has  any  attempt  been  made  to  determine  tbe 
piinciplev  uiwn  wbich  such  a  currency,  to  be  sta- 
Die,  must  be  founded.  Instead  of  salutary  re- 
straints being  imposed  npou  (he  moneyed  inHtitu- 
tioDB  wbich  have  been  employed,  the  vital  princi- 
ple of  whose  being  is  gain,  Iney  bare  not  simply 
been  left  la  the  guidance  of  their  own  cupidity, 
but  have  been  stimulated  to  ezcesaire  issues,  to 
supply  deficiencies  in  the  public  revenue^  This  is 
known  to  have  been  the  case,  in  an  eminent  de- 
gree, in  tbe  experiment  wbich  bas  been  attended 
with  most  success.  The  issues  of  the  Bank  of 
Bogtand,  oo  account  of  the  Govetameot,  were 
ftequently  so  great  as  to  destroy  the  demand  for 
discounts  by  individuals,  la  consequence  of  these 
ezce«sive  issues,  tbe  interest  of  money  fell  below 
five  per  cent.,  the  rate  at  which,  the  bank  dis- 
counted ;  the  demand  for  discount  at  the  bank, 
iberefore,  ceased.  It  is,  indeed,  not  surprising  that 
no  systematic  effort  has  been  made  to  restrain  ex- 
cessive issues.  In  the  case  of  banks,  (be  experi- 
ments which  have  been  made  were  intended  to  be 
temporary;  they  were  the  result  of  great  and  sud- 
ien  pressure,  which  left  but  Utile  leisure. for  the 
examination  of  a  subject  so  abstruse. 

The  employment  of  a  paper  circulation  converti- 
ble into  specie,  the  favorite  system  of  modern 
States,  having,  an  bas  been  attempted  to  be  shown 
in  a  previous  part  of  this  report,  the  iaeriiable 
tendency  to  produce  (he  necessity  of  resorting,  in 
every  national  emergency,  to  paper  not  so  convert- 
ible, imposes  upon  those  who  are  called  to  admin- 
ister the  afiaini  of  nations  the  duty  of  thoroughly 
eiamining  tbe  subject,  with  a  view,  if  practicable, 
to  avoid  tnat  necessity.  Iflhe  examination  should 
not  result  in  tbe  establishment  of  a  paper  eiirren- 
c;,  unconnected  with  specie,  it  may  lead  to  the 
impdiiou  of  salutary  checks  against  excessive 
issues,  when  tbe  necessity  of  suspanding  paymcat 

Ilhas  already.been  taid  that  every  attempt  which, 
bas  been  made  to  introduce  a  papet  currency  bas 
failed.  It  may  also  be  s§id,  that  of  all  (he  sys- 
tems which,  during  tbe  discussion  of  (his  interest- 
ing subject,  both  in  Europe  and  tbe  United  States, 
have  been  proposed,  none  are  free  from  objections. 
It  is  passible  that  no  system  can  be  devised  which 
■will  be  eutirely  free  from  objection-  To  insure 
the  possibility  of  employing  such  a  currency  with 
advantage,  it  is  necessary — 

1.  That  the  power  of  the  Government  01 
currency  be  ab^oluiely  sovereign ; 

8.  Tbat  its  stability  be  above  sospicion ; 

3.  That  its  justice,  morality,  and  inteJligotce, 
te  unqnestionaUej 


4.  Tbat  the  is^ue  of  the  cunrency  be  made  not 
only  to  depend  upon  tbe  demand  for  it,  but  that 

I  equivalent  be  actually  received ; 

5.  That  an  equivalent  can  only  be  tbuad  in  the 
delivery  of  an  equal  amount  of  gold  or  silver,  or  of 
public  stock ; 

"    That  whenever  from  any  cause  it  may  b«- 

t  redundant,  it  may  be  funded  at  an  interest  a 

fraction  below  that  which  was  surrendered  at  its 

1.  This  proposition  needs  no  elucidation.  Coin- 
age and  tbe  regulation  of  money  have,  in  all  na* 
tions,  been  con^ered  one  of  the  highest  acis  of 
sovereignty.  It  may  well  be  doubled,  however, 
whether  a  sovereign  power  over  tbe  coinage  neces- 
sarily gives  the  ri^t  to  establish  a  paper  currency. 
The  power  to  establish  such  a  curc^cy  ought  not 
only  to  be  uoquretionaUe,  but  unquestioned.  Any 
douot  of  the  legality  of  the  exercise  of  such  an 
authority  could  not  fail  to  mar  any  system  which 
human  logeuuiiy  could  devise. 

2.  A  metallic  currenev,havingan  intrinsic  value, 
independent  of  that  which  is  given  to  it  by  tbe 
sovereigi)  authority,  does  not  depend  upon  the  sta*. 
bility  of  the  Government  for  i(s  value.  Hevolu- 
tioos  may  arise ;  insurrections  may  menace  the 
ezistenceof  tbe  Government',  a  metallic  cunency 
rises  in  value  under  such  circumstances;  it  become* 
more  valuable,  compared  with  every  species  of 
property,  whether  moveable  or  immoveawe,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  instability  of  the  Government,  not 
so  with  a  paper  currency :  its  credit  depends,  in  a 
great  degree,  upon  the  confidence  rep«>sed  in  the 
stability  of  the  authority  by  which  it  was  issued. 
Should  that  authority  be  overthrown  by  foreign 
force  or  intestine  commotion,  an  immediate  depre- 
ciation, if  not  an  absolute  annihilation,  of  its  value 
would  ensue. 

3.  It  might,  however,  be  saved  from  such  de- 
struction by  a  well-grounded  confidence  in  the 
justice  and  intelligeoce  of  the  Government  which 
should  succeed  tbat  which  had  been  oierthrown. 
The  history  of  modern  times  furnishes  examples 
that  ere  calculated  to  inspire  this  confidence. 
Id  France,  during  the  revolution  which  has  just 
terminated,  the  public  debt  was  reduced  to  one- 
third  of  its  amount.  Tbe  same  rule  was  applied 
to  the  public  debt  of  the  Dutch  Republic,  wh«i  it 
fell  under  French  domination.  In  the  successive, 
political  chascea  to  which  France  has,  since  tbat 
period,  been  suojeoted,  the  public  debt  and  the  pub- 
lic engagements  have  been  maintained  with  the 
strictest  good  failh.  In  Holland,  that  pnrtion  of 
the  public  debt  which  had  been  abolished  by  the 
French  Government  has  been  restored.  In  the 
opinion  of  well  informed  men,  however,  tbe  con- 
ditions connected  with  that  restoration  were  so 
onerous  as  to  render  it  almost  nominal.  Indeed, 
tbe  public  debt  in  ibat  country  had  become  so  dis- 
proportionate lo  tbe  means  of  the  nation  when 
deprived  of  the  resources  it  enjoyed  when  the  debt 
was  contracted,  that  the  reduction  which  it  under- 
went while  the  country  was  annexed  to  the  French 
Empire  was  not  generally  considered  an  eviL 
The  reduction  of  the  national  debt  of  France  dur- 
ing the  Revolution  was  perhaps  equally  iadispen- 
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•tbte.  If  tba  kiWUigetica  of  th«  age,  and  the  in- 
fiuancr  of  public  opinion,  even  in  States  where 
the  reign  of  la.tr  was  but  iropn'feclly  eatablished, 
have  tweD  rafficieoi  to  induce  ib«  QoverDinents 
which  hare  alteroalely  succeeded  each  other  for 
the  last  twenty-five  years,  ia  France  and  Holland, 
to  respect  the  [Hiblic  eDgBn;ements  which  had  been 
preTJomly  contracted,  wMl-grouoded  expectations 
may  be  cberished  that  the  period  is  rapidly  passing 
awav  when  the  public  faith  of  nations  can  be  vio- 
laten  with  impunity. 

If  public  engagenaents,  under  such  circum- 
stances, hare  bees  considered  obligatory  upon 
those  who  have  succeGsirety  administered  the  af- 
fairs  of  those  nations,  a  reasonable  confidence  may 
ba  reposed  in  ibe  fulfilment  of  the  obligations 
which  may  be  pontracted  by  existing  Qovern- 
me&ts,  where  the  reiiD  of  law  is  firmly  estab- 
lithed.  It  is  not  ileiiiea  that  a  paper  currency  fur- 
nishes strong  tenptationa  to  abuse.  Millions  may 
be  issued  in  afeirdays.aDd  (he  deeeiencies  in  tbe 
revoMie  promptly  supplied,  if  the  condition  of  re- 
ceiving an  equiTatent  is  abandoned.  The  mo- 
ment the  eorrmcy  shall  be  issued  as  a  financial 
resource,  depreeiaticm  will  follow,  and  all  the  rels' 
tioDB  of  society  will  be  disturbed.  If  the  Oorem- 
ateat  of  (be  nation  in  which  a  {wper  currency  has 
beta  established  eball  be  deeply  impressed  with 
tkis  tnithf  will  it  not  be  restrained  from  tbe  appre- 
hended aboae?  Currency  of  every  kind  ii  liable 
t«  great  abuse*.  The  history  of  the  coinage  of 
&tay  nation  whosa  snnaU  are  known,  is  little 
more  than  a  detail  of  the  frauds  which  hare  been 
practised  by  GoTeraments  upon  the  people.  Un- 
til 4ho  twenli«th  yeaf  of  the  rngn  of  Edward  III. 
of  England,  a  pound  troy  of  sitver,  of  standard 
fineoess,  and  a  pound  sterling,  were  synonymous 
terms;  twenty  shillings  sterling  being,  in  fact,  a 
pound  troy  of  standard  silver.  Change  fallowed 
change  in  rapid  saccession,  until^  in  tbe  reign  of 
Bhubeth,  a  pound  troy  of  standard  silver  was 
directed  to  be  coined  into  sixty-two  shillings.  Thia 
imnense  chasgo  m  the  value  of  the  currency  was' 
edimted  in  the  tj>ace  of  aboDi  1W9  cenlurieB.  In. 
o(b«r  modern  Stales,  during  the  same  period, 
changes  not  less  important  occurred  in  the  coin- 
age. Frequently,  these  changes  were  «flected  by 
deierioratiitf  the  siaodaFd  fineBess  of  the.  coin. 
For  more  inaa  a  century  past,  the  coinage  of  the 
cUilized  world  has  uhder^ne  no  material  change 
with, a  view  to  the  practice  of  fraud  mion  the  peo- 
pltk  WAether  this  for beuacce  ii  to  be  attribated 
ta  an  improveBMUt  in  Ibe  morality  of  modern 
O^Tonmenta,  oT'to  a  inore  correct  understanding 
<^  the  prinoifdee  of  currency  and  of  the  eonse- 
qoencm  that  most  result  from  every  change  by 
which  the  relalioDa  of  society  are  affected,  it  fur- 
nisheB  just  grcwnd  of  eipectation  that  they  will 
not  hcKafter  be  atteiDptM.  Nothing  more  is  ne- 
cessary to  secure  an  unalterable  adherence  to  the 
raaximt  upon  which  it  is  manifestly  nee»aary  that 
a  papa-  curreney  must  be  fonoded,  in  order  to  pre- 
serve a  uniformity  of  value  than  the  same  mo- 
rality and  the  same  intelligence.  Without  assum- 
ing the  principle  of  the  petrectibility  of  hninan 
nMne,  the  bope  my  be  indnlged  tbat  tbe  nature 


of  currency  will  continne  to  commaBd  the  atten- 
tion of  statesmen,  and  that  the  abuses  which  bav-r 
resulted  from  improper  changes  in  tbe  currency- 
will  not  again  occur  in  tbe  same  d^ree. 

4.  When  tbe  currency  is  metallic  no  addition 
can  be  made  tu  it  without  giving  an  equivalent. 
It  is  indispeniiahle  that  this  condition  should  be 
'  '    the  acquisition  of  tbe  paner  corrency, 


preliminary  to  its  entering  into  ci 


If  it 


inal  amount  in  that  which  has  a  general  and  fixed 
value,  determined  by  the  consent  of  oihw  nations, 
it  will  continue  to  preserve  that  value  during  the 
time  it  circniates,  unless  tbe  relation  which  it  bore 
at  tbe  time  of  its  issue  to  the  quantity  of  articles 
tbe  excban^s  of  which  it  is  declined  to  perform 
shall  be  varied. 

5.  Aa  B  paper  curreacy  is  issued  upon  tbe  nit- 
lionat  credit,  the  whole  property  of  the  nation  is 
pledged  for  its  redemption,  whenever,  by  any  cir- 
cumstance, it  may  become  the  interest  of  the  com- 
munity that  it'sbould  be  redeemed.  It  is  tb««f«e 
manifest  that  it  should  not  issue  upon  tbe  credit  of 
any  iDdividnal,  ur  association  of  mdividuah.  A 
part  can  never  be  equal  to  the  whole.  The  credit 
of  any  individual,  Or  Association  of  individuals, 
cannCFt  beequivalenlto  that  of  the  nation,  <rfwhtcn 
they  form  a  pert.  But  it  may  be  said  that,  al- 
though the  CKdit  of  individuals  is  not  equivalent 
to  tbe  credit  of  the  oation,  yet  an  equivalent  for  K 
particular  portion  of  that  credit  may  be  found  is 
the  pledge  or  mortgage  of  pwpcrty  of  equal  or 
greater  value  than  the  currency  issued  upon  it. 
Thif  may  be  true;  but  tbe  value  of  property  has 
been  continually  fiucluating :  it  will  continoe  to 
flucluale.afler  giving  to  the  adrocBtesofa  paper  cur- 
rency full  credit  fortne  superior  stability  which  Ihey 
EoppoBewill  attempt  its  substiiatiMi  for  gold  and 
silver  as  the  standard  of  value.  But  tbis  is  not 
the  only  objection  to  the  acceptance  of  property^ 
aa  a  pledge  for  the  payment,  by  individnals,  of  an 
equivalent  for  the  paper  currency  which  may  be 
advanced  upon  such  pledge.  Frauds  will  be  prac- 
tised by  pigging  property  which  is  eneainbered, 
which  tt  vroiAi  be  extremely  difficoll  to  detect. 
Tbe  Oovernment  will  be  invnlved  in  endleBi  lili- 
gatiok  with  indiridaals  wbe  are  interested  in  the 
encufflbmnoes-  by  which  its  rights  to  the  pnqteriy 
pledged  is  embarrassed.  In  suefa  contettts,  the 
iDterMt  of  tbe  Government  is  always  endangered, 
even  where  right  is  on  its  side.  It  is  not  qualified 
te  enter  into  such  litigeticBswith  an  equal  chance 
of  Buecess.  Tbe.  feelings  of  the  commanity  ar« 
alflrays,  except  in  fl^rent  cases  of  frand,  upon  tbe 
side  of  an  individBalsujqMeedlobestmggtingwith 
the  overwhclmii»influenee  of  authority.  Besides, 
ia  al)  contests  oitbis  natute.  swnethtngiof  the  re* 
speetforihe  Oovernment,  which  ought  to  be  olm- 
isbed  by  the  citizens,  especially  of^a  free  Statt, 
wilt  belDst.  Tbe  situaticHi  is  invidious,  and  ought 
not  voluntarily  to  be  assumed  by  a  Gtovemment 
jealous  of  itsdignity  and  purity  of  character.  It 
js  therefore  believed  that  a  natiooel  currency  cai»- 
not  be  istaed  with  safety,  with  a  reasonable  pros- 
pent  of  success,  and  with  snfficieutsecurity  against 
redundancy,  but  in  exchange  for  gold  tna  sjlm  of 
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« fw  the  puUkr  stook  ateer- 
Jiea  inucd  in  exehuge  foi 
tfacm,  uiil  for  thmt  atone,  tb«re  U,  though  not  the 
same,  yet  perhap*  bd  equal  security  agaisBt  redtm- 
danoy  as  ID  thecaseof  ametaUiecuneocy.  When 
it  is  issued  io  ecchaoge  for  coin,  there  is  no  addi' 
UoD  mode  to  the  curreocy.  When  it  is  issued  in 
exchange  for  pablic  stock,  cammaading,  previous- 
ly to  the  exchange,  its  par  i  '  '  *  ' 
who  ao^aire*  the  currency  pai 
was  equal  to  specie,  and  is  d^ived  of  the  anDtul 
intereU  irhich  it  produced.  Unless  the  i&ierest  of 
the  currency,  Teeultiag  from  itv  soarcitv,  should 
aeetd  that  paid  upon  the  stockf  it  would  net  be 
demanded  in  exeMinga  for  the  slock.  In  either 
case,  the  danger  of  redondaiiey  is  exReiaely  r»- 
mote.  By  the  exobange  of  tyecie  for  outrmoy, 
the  acti re  capita]  of  the  country  will  be  inereased 
tochaamowitof  thacivreiioy;  audthecapscityof 
the  -natiofr  to  redeem  it,  whenerir  it  iibw,  by  aay 
ciiOMMaBoe  whataw,  baoone  expedient  will  be 
onquestionable. 

Bat  it  maybe  doubted  whatber,nQdetew)h 


lalion. 


condaciad  by  upiisht  uid  etdigfateoed  councils, 
aod  poiMasing  atMWuie.^ioweT  oyer ' the  ovteney, 
it  is  beUeTed  mat  is  no  jim  reawn  to  apprehend 


A  difficulty  of  that  nature.  If,  in  aueh-  a  Qov- 
erameiK,  baaka«XMted,d«iivfDgtbeirpowar3'from 
it,  ihcHieeie  in  Iheit  poateiMOO  woufd  be  gradn- 
ally  <Koiian|ged  for  the  papei  ourrancy  which  wouM 
bec<Hne  the  basts  of  their  operatkinsL  Not  only 
the  specie  which  they  pwaemwd  wooU  be  thus 
e3iebaDged,butex<rtionswottM,  from  time  to  time, 
be  mad*  to  acquire  tb»  sums  neoesBuy  tosnppott 
their  banking:  opantieaa.  Specie  would  be  im- 
p<uied,  ersD  at  an  expense,  forihe  purpose  of  being 
exehanged.  Whilst  specie  formed  the  basis  of  the 
opff»tiatM  of  Ipnlis,  its  importalioa,  could  not  fail 
labeprodiietiTaofloaa;  eaehimportatioBnatanlf 

Ciaei/ag  the  necessity  of  additioMd  impoFtatieiu, 
«t  an  increased -expense.  Bat,  when  importa- 
tiona  shall  be  made  tor  ihepatpose  of  beiiHF«x- 
changad  for  the  curwpcy,  tin  esportaiion  M  the 
specie'tttns  imported  will  not  idltet  the  opeiations 
of  the  basks.  It  iaonly  iriian  the  fnadinrof  the 
canaoey  shall  eonnmse,  that  they  wilfbe  ad- 
nyishatf  to  desistfrom  fartbei  impcHtations.  lo- 
dividul*  and  banks  would    likewise  exchanfe 

Suit  atodk  at  the  rates  pmcribed  by  the  ^teni 
'  the  paper  currency.  Whenerer  ihe  dnoan^ 
for^ttvnwy-sbouM  besoeb  as  to  raise  themienst 
oTmrncy  consider^y  above  that-jntKlaced  by  the- 

CU(*  stocky  it  wenld,  by  banks  asdindiTimah, 
siMB  in  anehMgaforihecarreBey.  Bat  the 
fasuity  which  the  exipteace  of  a  pabM  d^  fur- 
nishes in  procuring  the  paper  currency  is  covnter- 
balaaeed  oy  the  nfficnlty  of  complying  with  the 
pablia-  engagenent  to  diseharge  such  debt  in  a 
raataUie  currency.  After  a  paper  circulation  ^all 
ba  sukelituleil  for  gold  and  Mirer,  they  will  be 
found  in  the  country  only  in  the  qUMility  de- 
manded for  maiufaeturea,  and  fbr  sneh  braocbea 
of  oonneroe  «  are  entirely  debendoit  dpon  than. 
A  eonsldenUe  dmuurf  for  gold  and  silrer  by  the 


QOTeronent,  to  mac*  in  Mtgagementeprevioody 
contracted,  would  raiae  their  price  in  the  market, 
and  reiuler  the  obligation  to  disoharge  chose  ea- 
gagenenis  in  the  preeions  metals  not  only  ex- 
tr^ody  onerous,  but,  perhaps,  sometimes  imwae- 
ticable.  In  suah  a  state,  a  compromise  witn  the 
puUic  crcditois  would  seem  to  be  a  preliminary 
measore.  This,  under  any  circamstances,  would 
be  a  neasHre  of  great  delicacy  and  difficulty,  and, 
in  some  cases,  would  probably  be  utterly  impiao- 
ticable. 

&  WhfOMTer,  from  aay  cause,  the  currency 
shovld  become  redundant,  the  rMuBdaney  may 
be  funded  at  a  rate  of  interest  a  fraction  below 
the  rate  of  l^^al  interest. 

la  delermising  the  rate  at  which  it  may  be. 
funded,  doe  regard  should  be  paid  to  the  rate  of 
interest  pterioasl^  existtag  in  the  State.  Th« 
rate  of  interest,  it  is'Ctnoeired,  ou^t  not  lo  de- 
pend (and,  where  a  metallic  eaneney  prevail*) 
does  not  depead)  solely  apw  the  amooBt  of  cai- 
ratttif-  neeessary  to  pwfbna  with  faaility  the  ex- 
change* Ftqoired  by  the  wauband  convenimeeU' 
society.  la  a  new  oouatry,  where  tbctv  is  twt  a ' 
slight'  aoeomalation  of-  capital,  the  interest  -  of' 
msner-wUl  be  hqht  notwiiasianding  there  may 
be  even  a  redundancy  of  eurrency  beyond  what  w 
neeessaiT  toeCeotitsezohapges.  la  8iichaGoaii~ 
try,  aU  Ihp  olyeots  upon  wtHtHi  capital  may  ^ba  e»- 
pioTwl,  exeqn  thoea  of  IIm  most  simple- kind,  are 
unoccopiedi    The.  eunroney  neocamy  to  eAeci  th» 


, entirely  insuffieioit  to  eaitrfy  Ibe  de- 
mand for  ca^ttl  ibi  those  objeete.  If  it  ^tould  h^ 
multiplied  so  as  to  equal  that  demand,  it  would ' 
exoeed  the  demand  fw  the  neeeMsary  exchaogM  of 
soeicty.  and  consequently  depreciate  t  saeh.  in  faot, 
it  is  believed,  would:  be  the  oonsequmce  or  iMuing 
the  ourteney  upon  iodiTidual  credit,  or  upon  the 
jdadga  of  property,  at  a  rase  of  interest  below- 
that  whiehprarioasly  existed  in  the  State.  Any 
ctuogeof  ^  the  intstest  of  mon^  by  law,  previonB 
to  itshanng  taken  place  in  itkdiTidnal  tmoeoo- 
tions,  in  oonaeqaeace  of  tbeaccmwilatkMtt  of  capi- 
tal, woold  be  unjust,  wid  eevid  not  fail  to  prodnCe , 
serieaainoonvaiMtiee  totheeoiQBamity.  Admit- 
tiaf  itwralaofintefastfia  a  State  about  to  make- 
thaexpatiment,  to  ha  six  per  eeaL,  then  the  em- 
rcney  eboald  be  iseaed  oidy  in- exchange  foe  ^a- 
fiiefOT'six  pet  eeot.  or  otaer  stock,  aoewdteg  to 
that  ratio.  If--lh»  onrseacy  shoald,  wkaaby  any 
tnean»a  redundaMyexiBied,  be  fundable' at 4Te 
and'  a  half  {Mr  cent.  intne«,  the  utmost  d^re- 
ciatiou  to^whiob  k  co^-be  sutiJMt  would  be  eigM 
pnd.'One>thiid  pap  oent  But  it-is  jpeobaUeUM- 
thaisal  4opteauon  ittitaTaiae  would  not,atMy 
tkBeihemoraifaanhalf^tamoant.  Beforefimd- 
iag  would  fiomiaGBce^  Ute  pnhUo  stocdc  receivaUe 
in  awwfcunyi  fyr  tUg  natioiial  curre&cj  would  ha 
ahoTe-the  rate*' at-whieh  it  was  receiTable.  Its 
issae  upon  the  exchange  of  stock  would  therefore 
bavcaeased.  Tliet«ate,ine»eryconuBuiiity cap-- 
talists- who  would-  pttfa  lending  to  the  Oorem- 
meat  at  fire-and  a  half  per  cent.,  tbantoindi- 
Tiduals  at  six.  Thefnndingof  ibecttrrency  woidi- 
thetofNe-begin  bsAm  the  redandaney  wmM-oAr 
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any  KeDoi  inducemeDt  to  that  node  of  redueing 
it.  The  variftiign  to  which  its  value  would  be 
■object,  would  therefore  be  le^  thou  eight  aad 
oae-tliird  pel  ceot.  It  would  be  the  iatemt  of 
the  Government  to  reaeive  the  right  of  redeemiog 
die  filock  created  by  fundiog  at  its  par  rolue,  uadei 
the  condition,  however,  of  redeeming  it  aeoordiug 
(o  the  order  of  tioie  in  whicb  it  was  created.  Con- 
nected with  this  system  should  be  a  permiEHion  to 
thebaaks  to  purchasepublicstDck,butQot  to  dispose 
of  il,  except  to  the  Government,  at  its  par  or  cur- 
reat  value  when  under  par,  unless  the  Goveniaient 
should  decline  the  purchase.  The  currency,  upon 
being  funded,  should  be  invariably  cancelleil.     ' 


der  I  system  of  this  kind,  if  do  other  paper  were 
permitted  to  circulate  than  the  national  currency, 
a  redundancy  which  would  affect  its  value  could 


mly  occur  by  a  temporary  diminution  of  the  arti- 
cles which  were  to  be  exchanged  ifarDush  its  in- 
stnimeDtality.  In  that  event,  the  price  of  the  aiti- 
des  wouU  be  enhanced  so  as  to  require  a  greater 
unuunt  of  currency  to  efiect  their  exchanse. 
SMbuld  the  price  not  be  enhanced  in  proportuo 
to  the  diminution  in  the  quantity  of  the  artiolei, 
that  portion  of  the  currency  which  would,  under 
auch  circumstances,  be  left  wiihmit  employment 
would  be  funded.  A  just  relation  between  the 
Bippuat  of  currency  and  the  demand  for  it  would 
be  promptly  restornl, 'without  affecting  injuriously 
the  relations  between  individuals.  On  the  other 
hand,  should  a  greater  quantity  of  exchangeable 
articles  be  produced,  the  demand  for  currency 
would  exceed  the  supply,  and  lead  immediately  to 
additional  issues,  until  the  necessary  supply  should 
be  obtained. 

But,  in  a  State  where  banks  already  existed  which 
derived  their  charters  from  the  sovereignty  that 
regulated  the  currency,  where  the  people  were  ac- 
customed to  bank  notes,  and  in  the  habit  of  re- 
cdving  them,  the  agency  of  these  institutions 
might  be  admitted  in  supplying  a  portion  of  the 
conency.  They  might  be  permitted  to  issue  their 
notes,  payable  on  demand,  in  the  national  cur- 
rency ;  their  notes  would,  of  course,  be  issued  on 
perianal  security.  In  this  case,  the  currency  mieht 
become  redun^nl  by  the  issuea  of  the  ba^s. 
Whenever  this  should  happen,  the.  national  cur- 
rency would  be  demanded  of  them  for  the  pur- 
po«e  of  being  funded ;  tiie  banks  woold  be  com- 
pelled to  cuiiail  iheir  discounts,  to  relieve  them- 
selves from  the  pressure;  and  the  amountof  the 
currency  would  be  promptly  reduced  to  the  legiti- 
mate demand.  Wherever  tbe  agency  of  banka 
skould  be  employed  in  furnishing  pari  of  the  cir- 
culation, a  refusal  or  otuisaion  to  aischarge  their 
BObes,  on  demand,  in  the  national  curraacy,  should 
be  treated  as  an  act  of  buakmplcy.  The  sationftl 
currency,  being  a  legal  tender  in  (he  paym«nt  of 
debtslo  individuals  and  to  the  Government,  would, 
in  relation  to  the  banks,  perform  the  functions  of 
specie,  where  bank  notes  are  convertible  into  coin. 
But,  in  order  to  impose  a  salmary  check  agabst 
excessive  issues  of  hank  note%  the  national  cur- 
rency should  alone  be  receivable  in  all  paymeats 
tft  the  Govemmeni. 

In  an  attempt  to  trace  the  probable  tMulla  of  • 


Sper  cutreacy,  founded  upon  tbe  prineiptea  which 
ve  been  developed  in  the  preceding  pagn,  the 
influmce  which  it  will  have  upon  foreign  exchange 
requires  investigation.  The  want  of  stability, 
morality,  and  intelligence  in  the  Government 
which  may  undertake  to  substitute  a  paper  for  a 
metallic  currency,  are  the  objections  wtucb  have 
already  been  consider^.  To  these,  according  to 
common  opinion,  is  to  be  added  the  injurious  ef- 
fect which  it  is  supposed  it  will  have  upon  foreign 
exchange.  In  a  country  where  the  currency  i* 
metallic,  an  unfavorable  sUteof  foreign  exchange 
will  probably  have  the  following  effects: 
Ist.  To  raise  the  price  of  expartable  atlidet  a 


2d.  When  this  rise  exceeds  the  expense  of  such 
exportation,  the  price  of  exportable  artlcleB  will 
fall  gradually  below  what  they  ought  to  command, 
to  the  extent  of  that  excess. 

3d.  Until  this  fall  in  their  price  ahall  be  efiect- 
ed,  specie  will  be  exported ;  afur  which  it  wilt 
cease. 

4lh.  This  fall  in  their  price,  by  inneasing  their 
consumption  in  the  foreign  markeis,  ultimatdiy 

Cides  for  the  return  of  the  specie  which  had 
exported- 

5tb.  During  the  second  and  third  stages  of  Ihic 
process,  the  price  of  all  articles  not  esportablA  is 
affected  in  a  greater  degree,  enterprise  u  damped, 
and  distress  prevails. 

Such  are  the  necessary  e&ets  of  an  unlavoraUe 
state  of  foreign  exchange,  where  the  currency  u 
metallic  As  the  vital  principle  of  commerce  is 
.gain,  it  is  probaUe  that,  generally,  the  |vicc  of 
exportable  articles  would,  in  fact.be  rather  higher 
than  is  stated  in  the  preceding  deductions.  The 
timid  might  export  specie  before  the  premium  upon 
exchange  exceeded  the  expense  of  its  eiportatioD; 
but  timidity  is  not  the  predominant  characteristic 
of  commercial  enterprise.  On  the  other  band,  tbe 
sanguineand  enterpiiBing,  relying  upon  the  chance 
of  better  markets,  would  give  higher  prices  rather 
than  subQUt  to  certain  loss  upon  the  exportation 
of  specie,  or  the  purchase  of  bills  above  pai . 

In  a  country  where  a  paper  cunency  has  been 
adopted,  and  the  priaciples  b^  which  a  redsndawjr 
may  be  iMeventcd  have  bee*  enfuroed,  an  unfavor- 
able state  of  foreign  exchange  wiU  probably  have 
the  following  efiecU:. 

Ist.  The^ect.of raisitngtfaepriceof exportaUe 
articles  as  much  above  what  they  ought  to  bear  as 
equals  the  premium  upon  foreign  biUiii  but,  in  this 
cane,  |(old  and  stiver,  being  exportable  articles, 
will  rise  in  the  same   proporiion  as  all  other 

2d.  When  the  [^ice  of  all  articles  is  raised  so 
high  tbat  a  loss  will  be  incurred  by  (heir  sale  in 
foreign  markets  those  who  have  no  remittances  U 
make  will  withdraw  from  the  competition.  If 
profitable  investments  in  other  enterprises  cannot 
oe  made,  a  portioq  of  the  cturency,  at  thdr  dispo- 
sitiun,  will  be  withdrawn  from  circulation,  by  Be- 
ing converledinto  funded  stock;  cODipctitioa  will) 
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IB  tkis  maiMer,  be  dimiauhcdj  the  price  of  arti- 
el<B  for  exportation  will  be  redoeed  by  the  reduc- 
tioQ  of  Che  curreiicy,aad  by  diminished  compeUtion 
unoDg  the  puichuen.  It  i«  not  probable,  however, 
tbftt  the  price  will  tail  so  low  aa  toadnait  of  a  profit 
ua  foreign  matketa,  as  loag  ae  the  premium  upon 
exefaanae  coatinues  abore  the  ordjmTj  commer- 
oial  profit  upon  exported  arCieles.  Bot  exporiation 
will  not  be  cealiBuedat  a  certain  loss  Joneer  tliau 
thedischawe  t^debia  previonaly  owtractea  renders 
indispensable;  f<:^eignarlideswiJlBol  be  imported, 
when  the  loss  upon  remiitBDces,  whether  made  by 
bills  of  Qtahaiiee,  or  by  the  exportation  of  com- 
modittes,  is  equal  to  the. profit  upon  importation -, 
the  high  price  given  for  exported  ariicles  will  in- 
crease (heir  pioduetion,  sad  retlore  foreiKn  ex- 
change to  a.  favorable  atUc.  The  balance  of  tmde 
and  the  ratenf  foedgB  eicbaoge,  which  haTegiTSa 
so  much  trouble  K>  UateMwn  for  two  cmiuries 
past,  when  left  to  the  laws  by  which  they  vrill  be 
^rtesed,  in  deB|Hle  of  luimaii  devices,  aainva- 
mUyreffulate.lhetnsdrea,  as  fluids,  when  unre- 
straiaed,  BDd  their  coauaoa  level.  They  will  prob- 
ably iDore  pvmqrtlr  eoaftirm  to  these  taws  in  a 
State  where  a  well  regulated  paper  curreacy  pre- 
vails, than  where  it  in  metallic.  In  the  latter,  the 
currency  is  exported  to'make  op  aay  temporary 
defieieney,  and,  bf^that  means,  provides  aeainsc 
the  recarrenoe  of  trie  evil,  by  indirectly  eaosingan 
iacreaae  of  the  exportaUe  articles  of  the  Btatt^  and 
diminisUng  the  impeclatiin  'of  foreign  artulea. 
Until  the  ct^acity  to  puckMe  thece  by  the  ex- 
oAanga  of  articles  shall  be  iCBtored  in  the  former, 
as  the  CMrreocy  eannot  be  espoitad,  the  importa- 
tions  will  be  ibor  promptiy  redwecd  to  the  ca|>a- 
citf  of  the  country  to  pnmhase,  whilst  the  Incicaae 
of  It*  ttxportable  articles  will  be  tlie  dit«et,  instnd 
of  the  uidirect]  e<»Ni^u£iice  of  a  temponuy  iaca- 
paoity  to  pay  ior  previotu  importaiions. 

3d.  Daring  the  whole  proccas  of  restoring  a  fa- 
vorable state  of  exchange,  in  a  eomUry  wMr«  a 
wdl  rvgolaled  pi^er  Cttrreauir  prevails,  the  i^ioe 
of  all  articles  not  esi^ttaUe  will  aiSer  no  mattaial 
vanaiioo.  The  fturdlng  of  the  cuirenoy,  which 
will  probably  take  place,  will  not  be  immediately 
ewried  so  Icut  as  to  redooC  the  price  of  exportable 
,  articles  m  aw  to  command  a  pr^l  in  foreignmar- 
Icets.  Theywill^aDloBgaa  the  rate  of  exchange 
is  miavoru>Iet'emUiiUM'to.caiiiniaBd  higher  prices 
than  when  the  enehange  ia  &TonMe.  Thn  in- 
CMBWd  price  will  cMoarage  in<i»try  «nd  enter- 
fciae,  and  ouMaatlf  te«d  toangment  the  pcodue- 
tive  anetgiea  of  th»coiBiaaaity.  This  efieet  ean- 
not itirlybe  attributed  to  aaiy  depreciatioD  in  the 
emaoy.  That  itill  contkae-to  bear  oraily  tii« 
nme  proportioB  to  the  exchtngeabU  articles  «f 
the  State  as  when  foreign  exehaaenwas  favorable. 
It  IS  ptobaUe,  even,  that  its  retattcm  to  those  arti- 
cles will  be  changed,  k>  aa  to  prodiKe  an  appre- 
oiation  of  the  carreney ;  and  that  this  appreciation 
will  be  perceived,  in  a  slight  degree,  ia  ttedepm- 
aim  of  the  value  of  all  articles  not  expottaUe. 
The  effects  of  this  appreeiatioti  will,  however,  be 
dimiaiabed  by  the  impulse  given  to  industry  and 
eaterpnie,  by  the  increased  price  of  ^1  articles 
which  can  be  axported. 
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These  are  c<Miceived  to  be  the  eSeeiB  winch  a 
well  regulated  paper  currency  will  have  upon  the 
foreign  exchsHgea,  and  Upon  the  domestic  industry 
of  the  country  which  may  adopt  it.  If  the  valne 
of  currency  depends,  like  that  of  all  other  arlielee, 
upon  the  quaotiiY  compared  with  the  demand,  the 
idea  of  it;  depreciation,  in  raiEing  the  price  of  arti- 
cles in  the  case  which  has  been  considered,  must 
be  rejected.  That  this  position  is  incontrovertible, 
seems  to  have  been  admitted  by  aU  wriiets  upon 
the  subject.  This  admisHon  is  found  in  the  rs- 
parta  which  have  been  made  to  the  British  Parlia- 
ment; in  the  evidraee  upon  which  these  reports 
have  been  founded; and  in  theetsaysof  those  who 
have  opposed  the  paper  system  in  that  country 
since  the  year  1797.  The  objection  to  the  paper 
Eyitem,  aa  it  esisted  in  Eoglaod,  was  theabsenoe 
of  all  restraint  upon  the  issue  of  paper,  uid  Ibe 
supposed  itnpotisibility  ot  imposing  any  effioieat 
restrainL  In  fact  no  attempt  has  been  made  to 
impose  such  restraint  in  that  countiy,  uneooaected 
with  the  convutibility  of  bank  notes  into  the  w»- 
oious  metals.  So  far  as  this  restNJDt  is  limiledto 
the  convertibility  of  bank  notes  into  bumon,  at  aa|' 
given  rate,  it  is  rather  an  attempt  to  regtilatefaK 
eign  exchange  through  the  insinimfotality  of  thfi 
baitk,'than  to  confine  the  issue  of  bank  notes  to  tjie 
sound  demand  for  earreocv.  Therestraintimpeacd 
seems  to  rest  upon  the  idea  that  an  unfavoraUe 
atete  of  £Dreign  exchange  must  be  the  result  of.  fi 
redundant  currency.  Nothing  can  be  more  incor- 
rect than  this  hypothesis.  Coosideimg  the  vi(iaU|d 
stale  of  the  currency  of  England  for  more  than 
twenty  years  past,  it  is  not  surprisiag  that  this 
idea  should  there  be>  eatertaioed.  During  that  pe- 
riod the  unfavonble  rateof  foteign  excbaDgewhieh 
getwrally  prevailed  was,  if  not  directly,  at  lea»t 
indirectly,  attributable' to  the  dapreciaiion  of  their 
currency.  But,  in  this  interval,  n  favorable  tateof 
fordgn  exchange  more  than  once  occurred.  To 
what  eovdd  this  favorable  change  be  attributed? 
Cettaioly  not  to  ihe  d^^cialioa  of  their  curranoy. 
Bnt  it  wotdd  be  as  unjast  to  attribute  every  unfi- 
vorable  state  of  foreign  exchange  to  the  deiweeia- 
tian  of  thecorrencyj  aa  to  ascribe  to  that  cairaioy 
Che  credit  of  any  favorable  state  of  such  exchanoe. 
The  truth  is,  that  fluctuations  in  Ihe  exchange  be- 
tween two  countries  having  a  metallic  carrenqr 
continually  occur,  aad  depend  upon  prmo^lca 
wholly  unconnected  with '  the  idea  of  a  depreeiatad 
CEirrency. 

If  these  views  be  correct,  the  only  obstaelw'  to 
the  establishment  of  a  paper  currency,  by  a  <j|«T- 
ernment  having  a  soverei^  right  to  establish  'it, 
is  Ae  dangs  of  the  instability  and  want  of  integ- 
rity and  intelligence  of  the  Govemraent.    Thve 


is  eertainly  just  reason  toapp^hend  that  emergu- 
cies  may  ariae  in  Ihe  afiairs  of  every  nation,  m 
which  their  stability  may  be  menaced,  by  forei^ 


force  or  domestic  insuireotioo.  In  such  an  eveat 
a  panic  might  ensue,  and  the  credit  of  the  cwreooy 
be  utterly  annihilated.  How  far  the  recent  exaiB- 
ples  which  haive  been  adverted  to  in  other  fitatn; 
now  &r  the  influence  of  public  opinion  over  the 
condoct  of  Governments  may  be  relied  upon,  <> 
an  efficient  preventive  against  evils  of  suqAjiug- 
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nilDde,  mnsl  be  deternuDed  by  tbose  to  whom.un' 
der  Dirine  Providence,  the  prosperitv  aod  hap- 
pioeM  of  DaiioDs  are  committed.  The  subject 
urolresall  the  complicated  loterests  of  socieiy, 
except  ihe  enjoyment  of  civil,  political;  aod  reli- 

S'om  liberty.  It  ought  to  be  approached  with  more  ; 
an  ordinary  circumspeciioD.  In  States  the  best 
qualified  lo  attempt  the  change  it  is  enriroited  with 
doubts,  which  con  only  be  dispelled  by  the  light  of  i 
experiment.  In  the  United  SlaTfs  these  doubts  | 
»re  greatly  increased  by  the  complex  form  of  the  ] 
Government.  In  the  division  of  power  between  | 
the  Federal  and  State  Governmetits,  the  line  of; 
separation  is  not  sufEcitiatly  distinct  to  prevent  j 
collisions,  which  may  disturb  the  harmony  of  the 
mtem.  Collisions  nave  already  arisen,  and,  in 
the  course  of  human  events,  may  be  reasonably 
expected  to  arise,  until  the  line  of  separation,  by 
which  their  relative  powers  and  duties  are  deter- 
mined, shall  be  distinctly  defined  by  practice,  or 
by  explanatory  ameodmeoCs  of  Ihe  Constitution, 
effected  according  to  the  forms  prescribed  in  that 
inslrument.  Upon  do  qoestion  will  collision  more 
likely  arise  than  that  contemplated  by  the  resolu- 
tion under  which  this  report  is  submitted.  No  at- 
tempt to  matte  the  cfafioge  has  succeeded.  The 
'measure,  when  stripjted  of  extraneous  difficulties, 
must  be  admitted  to  be  of  doubtful  tendency.  Un- 
der Ihe  most  auspicious  circumstaDces  it  may 
prove  abortive;  under  circumstances  in  any  degree 
adverse  it  most  inevitably  fail.  Any  obstacle  op~ 
poKd  to  its  execution,  by  one  or  more  of  the  State 
governments,  would  be  decisive  of  its  fate.  Their 
sitnple  acquiescence  in  the  measure  would  not  be 
nifflcienl  to  spcure  to  It  that  issue  to  which  the 
principles  upon  which  it  might  be  established 
would  necessurily  lead.  Their  active  co-operation 
would  be  Indispromble.  The  banks  which  derive 
(heir  authority  from  the  State  governments  are 
generally  bound  by  their  charters  to  discharee 
Ibeir  notes  m  specie  on  demand.  From  this  obli- 
[ration  it  would  be  necessary  to  the  system  to  re- 
lieve them.  The  obligation  to  discharge  their 
notes  upon  demand,  in  the  national  currency, 
should  be  substituted  for  that  of  paying  them  in 

If  thene  obstacles  should  be  removed,  that  con- 
nected with  the  public  debt,  which  has  been  sug- 
genled  in  a  previous  part  of  the  report,  would  still 
remain.  After  Ihe  substitution  of  tne  national 
currency,  gold  and  silver  would  be  imported  only 
in  the  quantity  required  for  manufactures,  and  for 
the  prosi«utinn  of  those  branches  of  trade  in  which 
they  are  primary  articles  of  commerce.  For  these 
-  purposes  the  importations  would  be  sulfieient. 
They  might  even  be  sufficient,  and  at  a  rea.sonable 
price,  for  the  paym<<nt  of  the  annual  interest  of  the 
public  debt.  But  after  the  year  )824,  when  the 
sum  of  S]r),000,000  would  annually  be  expended 
by  the  Ouni  miss  ion  ers  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  it  is 
probable  that  the  premium  which  would  be  paid 
upon  it  would  b"  cun.iiderable,  until  the  debt  was 
eztiflgitishi>d.  A  compromise,  as  has  alrendy  been 
Mwested  with  Ihe  public  creditors,  would  seem 
lo  n=  a  measure  preliminary  to  any  attempt  to  es- 
laUiA  ft  P»peT  currency.    It  is  more  than  protn- 


hle  that  the  attempt  would  not  only  be  uasDccesa- 
ful,  but  that  it  would  iojurioudy  affect  the  public 
credit. 

It  may  also  be  proper  to  observe,  that  those  seo- 
lions  of  this  Union  where  a  measure  of  this  kind 
would  be  most  likely  to  be  acceptable,  would  ptob- 
ably  derive  from  it  Ihe  least  benefit.  In  the  West 
and  in  the  .South,  the  complaints  of  a  deficient 
currency  have  been  most  dblinctly  heard.  In  tbe 
latter  these  complainu  are  of  recent  date.  In  bolk, 
they  proceed  in  a  greater  degree  from  the  disburse- 
ment of  the  public  revenue  than  from  any  other 
cause.  Tbe  great  mass  of  public  expenditure  is 
made  to  the  east  of  this  city.  The  revenue  accru- 
ing from  imports,  though  principally  collected  in 
the  Middle  and  Basiern  Slates,  is  paid  by  the  great 
mass  of  CQftBumers  thronchout  the  United  States. 
That  which  is  inid  for  the  public  lands,  atthoogh 
in  some  degree  drawn  from  every  part  of  the  Union, 
is  principally  paid  by  the  citizens  of  the  West  and 
the  South.  The  greatest  part  of  the  reTenae  u- 
cruing  from  the  public  lands,  as  well  as  that  col- 
lected in  the  Somhem  States,  upon  imports,  has 
been  transferred  to  the  Middle  and  Eastern  States 
to  be  expended.  The  necessity  of  making  this 
tranafei  arises  from  the  circumstance  that  tbe  great 
mass  of  the  public  debt  is  hdd  in  those  Stales,  or 
by  foreigners,  whose  agents  erside  in  them;  and 
from  the  establishments  of  diitk  yards  and  naval 
stations  in  their  principBl  ports.  This  transfer 
will  continue  to  be  necessarr  until  the  public  debt 
shall  be  extinguished,  and  until  the  other  expendi- 
tures of  the  CMvemment  can,  consistently  with  the 
public  interest,  be  mote  equally  distributed.  If  a 
national  currency  should  be  estatdished,  the  de- 
mand for  it  in  tbe  Southern  and  Western  States, 
for  the  pnrpose  of  transmission,  would  be  incessant ; 
whilst  It!  return,  by  the  ordinary  course  of  trade, 
especially  in  the  latter,  would  be  alow,  and  in 
some  degree  uncertain.  The  currency  being  evoy- 
where  receivable  by  tbe  Oovernment,  would,  for 
the  purpose  of  remittance,  be  more  frequeiitly  de- 
manded in  that  section  than  in>ecie,  for  the  same 
reason  that  ihe  notes  of  the  Bank  of  tbe  United 
States  and  its  offices  command  there,  at  this  titoe, 
a  premium  in  specie.  As  the  transfers  of  the  pub- 
lie  money  are  made  by  the  Bank  of  tbe  United 
States,  the  excitement  ptodnced  by  the  demand  for 
specie,  or  funds  that  can  be  remitted  eofiaeqiunl 
upon  such  transfers,  has  been  directed  against  that 
institution.  All  the  (rvils  which  the  camtmmity, 
in  particular  parts  of  the  couattf,  has  sufiered  from 
the  sudden  decrease  of  tbe  emrtaej,  as  well  as 
from  its  depreciation,  have  been  ascribed  to  the 
Bank  of  tbe  United  SUtea,  which,  in  tmnsfertin; 
the  public  lands,  has  been  a  passive  agent  in  tht: 
hands  of  the  Ooremment. 

It  is,  then,  believed  that  tbe  erils  whiebare  fdt 
in  ibose  sections  of  the  Union  where  tbe  distress 
is  most  general,  'will  not  be  extentively  relieved  bjr 
the  ertablishraent  of  a  national  currency.  The 
sufferings  which  have  been  produced  by  the  ^»rts 
that  hare  been  made  to  reatiine  and  to  continue 
specie  payments  hare  been  great.  They  are  not 
terminated,  and  must  continue  until  the  raloe  of 
property  and  the  price  of  labor  iliall  nKiine  that 
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TdktioD  to  the  precrom  metals  wbiah  our  wealth 
md  tnduitry,  eompared  with  ihoxe  of  otb«r  States, 
aball  enable  as  to  retain.  Until  this  shall  be  ef- 
ftcled,  BO  abortive  Httetnpl,  bjr  the  subslitntion  of 
a  paper  caTt«aC;ri  'o  arrest  the  erila  we  are  suffer- 
ing, will  produce  the  most  di&cressiDg  coaKquences. 
Tlie  suffifrin^  that  are  pa^t  will,  in  such  an  event, 
recur  with  additiunal  riolence,  and  the  nation  will 
again  find  itself  in  the  situation  which  it  held  at 
the  momeDt  when  specie  payments  were  retained. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ac. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

The  Hon,  the  Spgakeb 

ef  Su  Hmm  ^  Rtpnatntatiott. 

[The  tiibulir«iit«menti  of  detail!,  being  very  volu- 
minniK,  ire  omittrJ.} 


£CoiTiDiDnicBt«il  to  the  Senate,  March  3,  1830.] 
Treasdbv  Defabtueht, 

March  2,  1820. 
Sib:  Iq  obedience  to  a  reaolution  of  the  Senate 
of  the  li3d  ultimo,  referiing  to  Ibb  Dqnrtment  the 
petition  of  Henry  Remaen  and  oibert,  italiog, 
among  uther  ihin^,  that  they  are  brgely  inter- 
nled  ID  Miiuii^ippi  stock,  iasiied  ander  an  act 
entitled  ''  An  act  providing  for  the  indemnifica- 
tion of  certain  claimants  of  public  lands  in  the 
Miasia:«ippi  Territory;"  that  the  outstimding  stock 
created  under  that  act  was,  on  lOtfa  Deonnber, 
1819,  8^,909,576  81 ;  aad  that  it  appears,  by  the 
Kporta  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  vales 
oi^  lands  to  an  amount  much  exceeding  the  onl- 
slanding  MissiMippl  stock  have  heeu  made,  hot 
that  the  memorialisia  have  not  been  able  to  ascer- 
tain at  what  period  the  claims  of  the  State  of 
Georgia  have  been  sativfied,  so  as  to  entitle  them 
to  have  their  certificates  paid;  ahd  staling  that 
Ihey  eODHider  themselves  entided  to  interest  on  the 
■mount  of  their  certificates  from  ib»  period  when 

-the  sain  have  amounted  to  a  sum  sofficinal  to 
My  the  same,  whether  the  amoimt  was  in  the 
Treasury  in  money,  or  in  oMigations  bearing  in- 
•emi}.!  have  the  honor  lO' submit  the  enchMor] 
proeaedin^  of  the  GammiiaiaDeci  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  which  will,  it  is  believed,  sufficiwtly  ex- 

. plain  the  nature  of  the  claim  of  the  BaemacialistB. 

-  By  referring  to  the  act  under  which  this  claim 
has  originated,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  claim  to  in- 
tcreal,  before  the  money  is  received  into  the  Trni- 
aury,  b  without  fnunduion.  Their  claim  is  to  the 
money  in  tiie  Treasury  arising  from  the  tales  of 
the  lands  pledged,  aad  not  upon  the  Dniled  Sates 
fi>r  moibey  due  for  those  lands.  As  the  act  doe? 
not  prescribe  the  manner  in  whioh  the.  payment 
is  to  he  made,  when  there  shall  be  money  in  the 
Treasury  applicable  to  the  discharge  of  the  out- 
nlandiug  stock,  it  in   presumed   that  the  United 

-  States  have  the  right  to  direct  the  mode  in  which 
it  shall  be  eSected.  The  principle  adopted  by  the 
Commisfdoners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  is  believed 
lo  be  equitable  and  just    Indeed,  doubts  may  well 


ay  is  perfect,  u 
1  sufficient  to 


uniU 


exist  whether  the  obligatit  ^  ^ 
a  sum  shall  have  be«i  received  s 
charge  the  stock. 

By  returns  which  have  been  received  subse- 
quently to  the  annual  Treasury  report  of  the  lOib 
of  December  last,  it  is  ascertained  that  the  slock 
which  hai  been  received  to  the  1st  of  January  last 
amounts  to  $3,435,216  IS,  leaving  $1,846,934  94 
ODtstanding ;  and  that  the  receipts  in  money  to  the 
same  period  Hmounled  to  02,800,408  11;  from 
which  the  sum  of  $1^,000  due  to  the  State  tif 
Georgia,  uid  9311,148  91,  for  the  expense  of  sur- 
veying, being  deducted,  leaves  in  the  Treasury  the 
sum  of  81,239,259  20  applicable  to  the  pnymetit 
of  the  ouutanding  stock,  which  is  equal  to  axTf- 
six  per  cent,  thereof. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  very  respeetftiUy,  nr, 
yonr  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Hon.  PneainEitT  or  the  Senate. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sink- 
ing Fund — present,  John  Gaillard,  President  of 

the  Senate  pro  tan.;  John  Manball,  Chief  Justice 
of  the  United  States^  John  ftuincy  Adams,  Sec- 
retary of  State ;  William  H.  Crawford,  Secretanr 
of  the  Treasury;  William  Wirt,  Attorney  General: 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  reported  that  die 
stock  issued  under  the  act  of  the  31st  of  March, 
1814^  eutitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  indemoi' 
fication  of  certain  claimants  of  public  lands  in  tlie 
Mis^i:-sippi  Territory,"  amounts  to  $4,282,151  12; 
that,  of  iliis  sum,  there  has  been  received  at  the 
Treasury  and  cancelled  $2,435,216  18;  and  that 
there  is  now  ouisUuding  the  sum  of  81^6.- 
934  94;  that,  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  la n^ 
in  the  Slates  of  Mississippi  and  Alabama,  afW 
isatisfying  the  claims  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  and 
the  expensesof  surveying  said  lands,  there  remains 
in  the  Treasury,  applicable  to  the  discharge  of  the 
said  stock,  the  sum  of  $1,239,259  20;  Uiat  this 
sum  is  e<iual  to  siiiy-sii  percent,  of  the  stock  out- 
standing; whereupon, 

Resobitd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  u 
hereby  directed  to  apply  the  said  sum  of  money  in 
discharge  of  the  said  stock,  in  the  proportion  of 
sixty-six  per  cent,  of  each  certificate  inereof  which 
may  be  presented  at  the  Treasury  upon  and  after 
^e  15th  day  of  May  next. 

J.  GAILLARD,  Pm.Smafepro(CTB. 

J.MARSHALL,  Chief  Juaic*  U.S. 

JNO.  a.  ADAMS,  Scmiary  o/Siatt. 

W.  H.  CRAWFORD,&/ry  Ttcom. 

WM.  WIRT,  AUortu},  GmtraL 
Fbbbdaby  26,  1820. 


New  Yobk,  FArwtty  10, 1820. 
7b  (hi  honoTohU  the  Senate  and  Houit  of  RtpretentOr 
tivtt  of  Ae  XIntttd  Slatts  in  Omgrtst  awernbUd: 
The  memorial  of  the  undersigned  respectfully 
thoweih:  That  they  are  largely  mtemteu  in  Mis- 
sissippi stock ;  that,  hy  the  certificates  issued  under 
theauthority  of  an  act  of  Congress  passed  in  March, 
1814,  it  is  certified  ''that  the  amount  is  payable 
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eyt  of  Uie  first  monsf  s  in  the  Treatmr  of  the 
United  Stktei  arUiiig  from  tbe  alei  of  public 
lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  after  the  mcHiey 
doe  to  1^  State  of  Georgia  aad  the  enwoKB  of 
mrrtjmtg  noh  loada  have  been  tttiified." 

That  It  appears,  by  the  reports  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treaaury,  that  the  sHioant  outstudtng  of 
the  awards  made  by  the  comminioners  appoialed 
for  indemnifyinK  certain  daimBdta  of  public  lands, 
which  it  is  unaersCoad  indades  the  Mitsisuppi 
■b>c^was,ODlOthI}ecember,lS19.9l,909,576  Bl; 
that  )t  appears,  by  the  reports  of  toe  Secretary  of 


niippi  stock,  have  been  made,  but  your 
aliats  ara  unable  to  ascertain  at  what  periods 
fBongh  liad'been  sold  to  satisfy  the  claims  of  the 
State  of  Georgia,  and  to  entitle  your  monorialists 
to4iaTetfaeirceruGaeaeBpaid.  Yonr  memorialists 
Tes|)ectfull]r  submit,  that  ihay  consider  themselveG 
entitled  to  interest  on  tbe  amount  of  their  certifi- 
cates from  the  period  when  sales  of  the  lands 
pledged  for  the  redemption  of  this  stock  have  been 


.  in  the  Treaatny  in  money,  . 
ligations  bearing  tmertst;  inasmuch  as  it  cannot 
be  doubled  that  such  security  has  been  ttiken  as  to 
the  wisdom  of  die  Oovemment  was  deemed  snffi- 
eient  to  render  the  final  payment  certain,  and  in- 
asmuch as,  on  a  different  construction,  the  United 
States  would  be  receiring  interest  for  a  delay  of 
jnymenl,  manifestly  at  the  expense  of  your  memo- 
rialists. 

Your  memorialists,  relying  confidently  in  the 
Justice  of  Congress,  therefore  respectfully  pray  that 
a  law  may  be  passed  authorizing  tbe  Secretary  of 
die  Treasury  to  redeem  the  Mississippi  stock,  with 
intnest,  from  the  period  when  it  sball  appear  from 
dte  retams  in  the  proper  offices  that  sales  to  an 
amount  sufflcient  to  pay  off  the  same'  haxe  been 
made. 
HenryRemsen,  Hurd  ft.  Sewall, 

John  Fleming,  John  G.  Wan«n  ft  Son, 

B.  M.  CuuD,  Nerius  }.  Towntend, 

B.  E^ewwdling,  Gulian  Lodlow, 

Daniel  Boardman,       John  Mowatt,  jnn., 
W.  Goelei  Bucknor,    Samnel  Jackson, 
B.  Huntington,  Henry  D.  ScwaiJ,  as  ex- 

Robinaon  jfc  Benson,        ecntor  of  S.  Bewail. 


BBHONBTRANCE  ABAINST  A  CHANQB  IN 
THE  REVENUE  SYSTEM  IN  RELATION 
TO  CREDIT. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  Msich  11,  1B2 


The  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
thecityofPhiladelpbiarespectfullVBhoweth:  That 
yonr  memorialists  entertain,  and  beg  leave  to  sub- 
mit to  your  oonsidention,  the  following  tientimenis 
Bpoa  propositions -which  hare  been  introdnoed 
your  notice,  for  a  very  important  change  in  i 
le  aystem  of  ihe  United  Slates. 


That  tke  Bobemewbidi  was  adopted  at  the  c(n&- 
memocotent  of  our  fiscal  systrao,  ibr  the  coUectioa 
of  duties  on  Ibreipi  imports,  was  wise,  and  well 
adapted  to  the  state  of  tbe  country,  has,  perha|N^ 
neTR  been  quBslioiud.  It*  exceUence  has  been 
tested  by  nearly  thirtT  years  experienee ;  and  it 
may  safely  be  said,  ikat  the  aaTaBtaget  whioh 
Were  conteoipjated  by  the  framers  of  Uiis  system 
hare  been  seenied.  The  GoTemment  has  re- 
ceired  its  reveaae  with  puBctuality ;  it  baa  am- 


madewith  theleastposaibteexpenae;  aitdawiddy 
extended,  aetire^  and  Timorous  commeroe  has  con^ 
tributed  lar^iely  to  the  stock  of  national  wealth  and 
prosperity. 

In  considering  the  proposition  to  abolish  a  system 
of  credit  which  experience  has  thus  approved,  it 
becomes  proper  to  inquire  what  are  Ihe  evils  which 
are  supposed  to  be  connected  with  the  existing 
system,  and  what  are  the  advantages  which  are 
expected  to  result  from  a  change  1 

It  is  supposed  by  ihosewho  advocatedachanse, 
as  your  memorialists  anderstand,  that  the  crediiior 
duties  ban  fimished  capital  for  an  extension  of 
baaaess,  and  that  from  this  eanae  have  proceeded 
the  embarrastments  and  difficulties  which  have 
been  felt  tfaroURfaout  the  country. 

The  credit  mr  duties  is  not  inteudsd,  nor  ts  it 
Mily  to  beoonsidoediaspuuiagtheuseof  aoa]>- 
ital  into  the  hands  of  the  merchant,  because  it 
does  not  in  reality  afford  ham  a  capital  to  trade 
npOD,  but  simply  relieves  him  from  the  bnrden  of 
making  an  advance  beyond  bis  means,  lis  d^jeot 
is  rather  to  be  jnst  ihaji  to  be  generous ;  >and  it  is 
as  wise  and  politic  in  lelation  to  the  comnKwity 
at  laigo,  OS  itis  just  to  the  importer.  Tbe  foun- 
dation of  the  credit  is  the  fact  that  the  ^oeds-do 
not  produce  dieir  price  immedialriy  ppon  impOF- 
(atioa;  and  tbe  pnnciple,  Aat  it  wouldbeoiunM 
that  the  importer  should  be  in  advance  tn  the  (&T- 
emment  for  the  duty,  and  sereta  upcai  the«oa- 
sumer  that  be  iboald  bear  the  heavy  oonac^enMs 
of  such  an  advance.  It  is,  therefore,  a  wise  aad 
sound  aMealatioa,  that,  by  aUvwingtothekapott- 
er,  npon  good  aeeutity,  tua^  according  to  tbe 
nature  of  the  eomBMidity,  to  make  his  nlea,  the 
QavCTnment  will  receive  ita  dues  iwben  it  ountto 
receive  them ;  and  no  one  will  anffer,  as  wouM  be 
the  caae  by  an  anticipation  of  the  paymsBt'of  da* 
ties  Oft  Bf  deles  which  oficntimea  are  kng  maaned 
1^  the  impDriar,  and,  wten  sold,  are  neoeaaarUy 
sold  npiuia  Ub«ral  credit 

Your  memorialists  believe  this  view  of  the  sya- 
tem  to  be  correct ;  and,  although  instaaees  may 
occur  in  which  this  credit  ii  Muied,  and  is  made 
to  furnish  the  means  of  wild  adventwe,  it.  is  an 
msouad  argument  to  draw  therefrom  an  infermee 
against  the  system. 

Yonr  memorialisii  are  convinced,  npon  these 
grounds,  that  the  opposers  of  the  prcaentxyslemof 
credit  for  dnties  entertain  mistaken  views  in  rela- 
tion to  the  nature,  policy,  and  operation  of  the  sya- 
wlfiin  sc        '      -.--^--■. —  -_i :..i 

trade  npon,  a] 


connexion  with  the  evila 
nOiichaPiclthian 
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Tbe  espital  of  thecouu  try:  ima  doobllesa  ioeKABedt 
aad,  M  puticultT  p«rMds  of  time,  it  ia»if  be  tbu 
oren  moK  i*  deroUd  lo  commmw  tbaa  can  b« 
nfofittblp  eiDploped.  Whenarei  this  is  fbwtd  to 
M  Um  case,  tkne  md  be  do  itoabt  that  the  flUrphiB 
ivill  laadily  find  its  my  into.  odi«r  cbwmels^  aW 
■eek  for  eaf|h»r*>Bat  ia  mofe  nrofilaUe  modah 

B«t  it  mianu  be  pieiendad  tWt  tb«re  i»aa  «u«Es 
of  capital  ia  the  caundf  ;  «Dd,  onlil  tliat  ahall  be 
tfae  MM, ii  wonld secni*  be nDvioe t» a»4HDE 
to  a  ttate  of  iuittiintfw  gm4  apmtioiiaa^  would. 
In  the  pljtn  pn^fmed,  bt  ooKiMMlir  in  depoMMtn 
the  p«Mio  elMts. 

And  fuTthef,  ro«  ine«iioria.U«ta  we  conviaeed 
that  the  reasonia^  tt>  enoMoiu  wfaieh,  ia  fiMuuled 
g^eu  the  mip^oMtuHt  thatan  aslenaioB  of  cupital, 
ot  credit  equiTaleQtio  capflal,  would  be  produsti,ve 
of  nutchiftf. 

It  is  Dot  alleaet^aafeur  ataDaiiri«li«iabriiw«,  bf 
Ibeadvooatesoi  a  cha^e,that  ilwouldpromPtetfae 
great  objects  which  are  er«r  to  be  reg»ided  i«  re- 
utioii  to  BAreaaA— aeeuritf  ot  tbodeblf.puactn&litT 
is  its  paymcBt,  and  ease  and  eooDomy  in  its  co^ 
leetioD.  On  the  cantrary,  it  must  be  doubted  wbo- 
tker.  if  a  sfnUm  of  depowtea  of  public  stoics  nwre 
Mtablishetf,  the  ecllwitlOD  woata  not  be  more  czt 
fuotr^aod  ihepamffnllfaatMiain  and  puaetial, 
than  at  present.  It  is  well  known  that,  in  tinea 
jv*j  tbe  ealoulatiaaa  of  ibe  Treanuf  upioni  the 
naeeipl of  dotiesbaTo  bean- made  without  dtMp- 
poiotawttt}  and  that  ibb  portaan  of  tba  puUio  i»- 
coBS  is  eoUeeled  without  OMrmioi  or  iaaoDV*' 
nimtia  to  thosa  wto  Boy,atta  wub  Uwie«Kpeti(» 
lo^tbe  QoMmnie*!'    SoAifttM  -■- 

geeat  imerau^^.theTiedBurrj 

... . uiie  no  aaTantagiB. 

iBga  should. ba-eftatcd,,yDBc 

__„ _    .  e  that  ntwh mwihief  wtmU 

anaroidably  mme. 

T^n«a  ol  nodoMo  eapi  ta^  Itowevet  ileserri  ng 
(£  coMMan«(^«nd  hawe*«  aotiT«aj)d  skiUbl  in 


•hnayiaowM  to  paaniae  ni 

U:tti»Brap»Md,cltaBgB  s 

aenaorialifla  omcein  that 


this  paaMOulion  of  buainoss,  would  bt-  driren  f> 
^efieU;  and  it  woidA  be  o«o«pM  afene  bra 
of' large  cafuUd,  wba  eouM  Mtr  the  btudenof 


uld  comply  win 
faqi,  ntaku^.'the 
^itwA«uri«aa 


henvpi  aibwiMs  for  duties.  BMn  anwld  goodsi 
B*en  thaw  would  piobaWf  be  fw  ' 
who,  by  a  syslem  of  exchange,  could 
tAla  raqoiaitaaof  law,  wilbou,  in  faqt, 

•Mae«dTaBeasa»muN:be',iiuid«b|ritli     

iKMetonk  We  shonid  eMbMga  a  entaw.ftr'  an 
tMsarla«.raT<«iU4  iha  expeescof  coHHiioawDaU 
bajporaaacdj  and  if  ike  pffiilaof  fiiei:  waita,  pil< 
lageyasA  saariftoe  by  saje  of  raradeaaaMt  goMOj 
be  i«gwded,  it  muf  beisaid:  that  the  ultimta  pn>-< 
d«t  WMild,  noidoubt^  bedimiMsbad, 

BQtt  above  allt  yotu^  HMMonalisto  beg  leave  Ht 
nu([4liW  itet  the  piatent  stale  of-  Uw  etnutir  i» 
adverse  to  such  a  nieBsnn«atbat'pliq(ased>  At* 
flDDq»Mi:c^  general  embuiBsaOMnt  to  oallibr.alich 
advanoes  at  this  pi  ait  raqitiMB  woiudiwike  itbe  enar- 
baaaamnent  douUys  fcikMad  give  a  most  acnoHa 
blow  to  ibA  Gownctee  of  the  oMintiy- 

Yonr  memorialists  herenponienrett  the  etmeifc 
bi>ii»  that  tkwe  wilt  be  a  fins  an*  iMyiddlnB  ad- 
tmeMtoe  to  the  syaien  ctf  c»dit»  which  i*  i«adod 
ikiHatica'aDd9wiM'poliegr|M>d;Wlkwli  baabeen. 


approved  by  the  experience  of  many  ywi ;  ani 
tnat  thfi  mere  (lope  of  eecaping  fnan  {nesent  evih^ 
by  an  natriedway,  ofpoaed  to  nch  experianiie, 


ROBERT  HALSTON, 
PmidrntofOtChaabtrcfCmittuim. 
Attest :  JoBM  Vadoban,  Stc'ry,  C.  C. 

Pbiladelfbia,  March  6,  1830. 


DUTY  Olf  MOLASBES, 

[CammaDJcatsd  to  the  Senate,  April  13,  IBSO.J 
To  Ihe  honoraile  tht  SeuaU.imd  HmueeJ,  Rtpmeiia^ 
tive*  of  the  United  Slaiet  m  Congrea  tmumiUd.- 
The  autuofibefs,  being  mwohantB,  distillEM,  and 
owners  of  distilleries,  in  the  town  of  Boston  and 
its  vicinity,  beg  leave  respectfully  to  re^went: 
That,  the  propowd  inci«aae  of  duty  on  molasses 
will,  if  cariieif  into  «dect,  piove  not  only  injurtow 
to  theiB,  but,  through  tbem,  to  the  most  icepoi<tent 
interests  of  our  country. 

In  the  first  place,  the  cooeumptian  of  motaaMa 
for  tbepmpose  of  .distilling  eaabtes  the  West  India 
juanter  to  bnv.the  {Hiodtice  of  our  fisberies,  soil,  and 
domeitic  industry,  acd  to  pay.for  it  in  an  article 
which,  being  buLcy,  funiahes  emplovment  and 
freight  for  an  innHiisei  toAnage,  and  is  a  raw 
material,  which,  in  the  process  of  maouftctura, 
give  employment  to  as  great  a  portion  of  the  act- 
ive industry  of  the  country  as  any  branch  of  biisi- 
nesB  whatever.  And.  your  mamorialists  cannot 
see  why  a  raw  material,  and  principally  for  the 
manufacture  of  mm,  should  be  chargeable  with  a 
duly  equal  to  ^we-balf  its  fini  cost,  when  hides, 


iiMOtled  duty:ftee.  Nor  can  yau  qtenKnialiits 
UD^lerMad  the  pptioyiWhivh  should  thus  pnialj^u^ 
and  perhaps  desttOT,ajveryold,BUiiufaeaice,  iIm 
verjr  building?  ni  appaialns  of  wbtch,  in  the 
various  esteJHidtmenm  of  this  eonmon  wealth,  may. 
be  estimated  at  one  million  of  doUan;  qw^'ng, 
annually,  from  thirty  te  forty  Ihonaand  hogahnS 
of  rum,  and  furnishing  tbe  meaw  of  rabswtcnoe 
for  thouaands  of  persons;  furnishiag  a  moat  im- 
pfMtant  article-c^  trade,  for  our  coasting  bttiincH; 
and  oreatiDg  a  deoaaod,  for  puUiagup  ibe  mo- 
lasses and  mm,  of  one  hundred  nad:3ixty  thountki 

Yotu'  meraotisibsts  might  enter,  into  a  oifat 
varietur  of  details  to  show,  the  itt^rtaace  «  tbo 
dJBiilling  biwin*H  to  tha:inblici  but  it  iwist  ba 
obvious  to  yom  bonoraUe  body,  without  the  »»• 
eeasity  of  ila-  being  ferced  ob:  you«  obsMvMiwij 
tbnxUeacCivo indoatcy  of  the coontcy,  emidaiM 


iwutcv  of  the  coontcy,  f  .,..„ 
inthe  iapoTlatiin  of  flfkyef  sitty  WMwaahew 
"^  '  "  mpkaMft  into  te  United^  Sntes;  in 
ewtage,  cooparage,  stcnge*  mmAMu^ 
, ..  t  on  the  la«UBgi  the  veMda  enqdofn* 
to  bring'the  melnsses;  the  seacnea  who  naviffsin 
thwa;  tWlaborf  woo^  eaiting,  andotbeaeijNmeil 
neeeasaiT  to  coAfnrt  itinto  iwn;  tka  aBatHt.eoapn 
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enge,  caitiDg',  uid  toanage  ometanry  Xo  distribate 
fte  nun  to  its  vBrioas  conramen — that  these  oper- 
ations of  trade.  conaeqaeBt  to,  and  connected  with, 
the  diitUlii^  Dosiaesi,  being  conBJdered,  it  may 
nfeljr  be  affirmed  that,  with  the  lole  exception  of 
the  mannractoie  of  flour,  there  is  hardly  another 
qnoics  of  ttkanufacture  which  seta  in  motion  and 
■appwts  such  a  large  and  important  portion  of  Che 
productive  iadnstry  of  the  United  States  as  the 
distillation  of  rum. 

In  addition  to  what  yonr  memorialists  conceive 
the  injustice  of  taxing  the  raw  material  used  for 
one  species  of  maauMcRire,  when  the  principal 
raw  materials  for  other  species  of  manufactures 
are  imported  duty  free,  your  memorialists  beg 
leave  to  state  that,  in  New  England,  generally, 
the  consumption  of  molasses  by  the  poor,  alwavs 
TESt,  has  increased,  and  is  increasing,  siace  ine 
iminisbedvalaeof  all  our  own  products;  the  con- 
sumers being  unable  to  afloid  to  pay  for  sugar,  as 
formerly. 

Your  memorialists  maj  be  suffered  to  remark, 
with  Mme  surprise,  that  m  a  tariff  of  duties,  pur- 
porting to  encourage  domesiic  manufactures,  the 
Taw  materials  for  such  a  manufacture  as  the  dts- 
tilKng  of  rum  from  molasses  (one  of  the  oldest 
manufactnTes  in  the  country,  and  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  Inmber,  fishing,  coasting,  and 
West  India  trade)  should  be  taxed,  as  before 
Mated,  to  about  one-half  of  its  first  cost. 

NATH.  HALL,  aad  otktn. 
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PROTECTION  TO  MANCFACTORES. 

[Cotnmnnicttsd  to  the  Scoala,  Apiil  16,  1830.] 
To  tht  Smatt  end  Jbuu  of  Stpnnnlativt*  of  the 

Uniied  Stala  i  « 

-  The  memorial  of  the  Penasylvanis  Society  for 
the  enconragement  of  Araeriean  manufactures  re- 
apectfully  showeth :  That  your  memorialists  have 
NMl,  with  the  deepest  regret,  two  remonstrances 
presented  to  your  honorable  Houses,  from  agricul- 
toial  societies  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  deprecat- 
ing your  interposition,  in  favor  of  tne  manufactur' 
ing  part  of  the  community. 

These  documents,  containing^  sundry  allegations 
injurious  to  your  memorialists,  and  resting,  as  shall 
be  made  to  appear^  on  an  unsound  basis,  require  ■ 
detailed  investigation,  to  which  we  respMtmlly  re- 
quest your  attention. 

We  must  premise,  that  we  should  have  hoped 
that  the  rain  of  so  many  of  the  manufocturert, 
the  dMR^ssed  state  of  those  who  have  hitherto 
acapea  the  situation  in  which  their  brethren  have 
been  involved,  and  the  distresses  of  that  class 
wfaOie  s<de  dependence  is  on  iheir  labor,  would 
h«ve  prevented  Ifaia  unkind  interference,  calcula- 
ted to  eontinae  their  safierinp ;  that  the  a^enerous 
■fmpathy  whieh  their  sittMtion  ooght  to  Have  ex- 
OtM  in  die  bretsts  of  feUow-dtizens,  embarked 
is  one  common  cause,  would  have  averted  this 
kostUity,  even  bad  all  the  kU^aiions  <^  the  re- 
BUHMraBCM  been  irrefragable ;  wbarcM,  ve  hope 


to  ^ve  that  loeh  as  are  of  any  importaace  are 
easily  susceptible  of  refutation.  The  disappoioi- 
ment  fills  us  witb  surprise  and  regret,  and  is  ill 
calcnlated  to  foster  (hose  kind  tegardsand  attach- 
meats  which  ought  to  subsist  among  members  of 
the  same  commanity,  and  which  we  have  always 
cherished  towards  our  af  ricullumi  fcllow-ciirzeaiL 

But  mir  appeal  and  that  of  our  brethren  has  not 
been  made  to  the  generosity  or  compasson  of  oar 
lellow-eitizens.  We  appeal  to  their  honor — ta 
their  justice.  We  ask,  at  length,  after  a  lapee  of 
thirty  years  in  which  ibe  Oovnnment  has  eiimed, 
ibr  a  share  of  that  protection  so  bountifully  be- 
stowed upon  commenM,  and  which  agncultnre,  as 
will  appear,  has  abtindantly  enjoyed. 

The  allegations  of  the  agricultural  societies  are 
principally  coofioed  to  three  points ; 

1.  The  extortions  said  to  have  been  committed 
by  manufacturers  daring  the  war. 

2.  The  danger  and  oppression  of  monopolies, 
exclusive  privileges,  &c. 

3.  The  injustice  of  aSbrding  protection  to  man- 
ufaeioret^  wnen  agriculture  disclaims  all  protec- 

There  are  sundry  minor  points,  whit^  we  shaU 
pass  over,  in  order  to  avoid  prolixity. 
The  ehaii^  of  extortion  is  couched  in  these 

"We  submit  respeetruUy  to  yonr  wisdom  th« 
impolicy  of  sobjecti&g  so  large  a  portion  of  your 
felfow-cttisens  to  snch  unreasonable  cupidity  ;  of 
laying  them  at  the  mercy  of  an  association,  which, 
competition  being  removed,  will  no  longer  consider 
the  inuinKic  vsJue  of  an  article,  or  what  price 
woold  afford  a  fair  profit  to  the  manufacturer,  but 
how  much  the  neceaMties  of  the  consumer  would 
enable  them  to  extort  Of  this  spirit  we  had  a 
sufficient  specimen  during  our  late  contest  with 
Great  Britain." 

This  uncharitable  accnsatioD  we  hope  to  prove 
wholly  desiitate  of  foundation.  The  article  on 
which  it  chiefly  rests  is  superfine  broadcloth, 
wiiieh  was  raised  from  eight  or  nine  dollars,  the 
price  before  the  war.  to  twelve,  thirteen,  and  foui^ 
teen,  during  the  war.  The  leasoning  applicable 
to  this  case  applies  with  equal  force  to  all  the 

All  doubt  of  the  fnjMliee  of  this  allt^tion  will 
be  laid  at  rest  forever  by  the  simple  fact  that  me- 
rino wool,  the  raw  material  of  that  cloth,  which, 
before  and  shortly  after  the  commencement  of  the 
war,  was  sold  at  seventy-five  cents  per  pound,  was 
raised  dnriof  the  war  lo  three  and  four  doUars — 
an  advance  of  three  hundred  per  ceotj  so  that 
there  was  less  profit  per  cent,  on  the  capital  em- 
ployed by  the  manufacturer  at  high  prices  of  the 
doth,  so  muoh  the  subject  of  complaiai,  than  at 
the  former  moderate  inice. 

We  trust  that  this  strong  fact,  which  oan  be 
judicially  proved  at  the  bar  of  your  Houses,  will 
prevent  any  man  of  honor  or  candor,  as  he  values 
nis  reputation,  from  ever  again  repealing  so  un- 
founded an  aoeusation. 

But  if  we  have  never  retorted  this  charge  against 
onr  accasen,  if  we  have  forborne  recrimination, 
'  hai  not  been  for  want  of  materials,  but  fran  aa 
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iBwitttiigDen  to  cheriili  m  imkind  and  nnfrmid- 
Ijr  apirit  towards  our  fellow-citizeiia.  And  now, 
notwilhttaDding  the  repeated  aad  wmoton  provoca- 
tknia  we  have  received,  we  resort  to  the  meaiure 
irith  padn.  We  abonld  gladly  hare  buried  in  obli- 
fioa  all  oai  causes  of  complaint,  and  cherished  a 
kind  aod  fivternal  spirilla  the  hope  of  exciting  a 
RoitaUe  reeiptoeatioD.  But  the  ttjrleand  manner 
of  (he  acAisationa  against  us,  their  unceasing  re- 
petition, the  hoMile  dispositioa  they  display,  and 
the  minoas  cooseqaenca  Iber  are  calculated  to 
piodoea  on  the  geaaral  welfare  of  the  nation, 
nnder  it  a  dutjr  to  oniaelTei,  to  our  country,  ana 
to  the  cause  of  truth,  to  prove  that  our  accuaers 
aie  far  from  iaralDciable  in  this  point,  and  are 
under  high  obligations  to  us  for  past  forWrenee. 

In  tbe  year  1788  flour  was  four  dollars  per  bar- 
rel in  oni  seaports,  which  was  regarded  as  a  fair 
and  liberal  price.  In  the  next  year  the  demand 
for  the  supply  of  Prance  took  place,  and  this  arti- 
cle was  rai^  to  five  aad  six  dollars;  from  year 
to  year  afterwards  it  rose  to  ten,  twelve,  and  four- 
teen dollars;  and  probaUy  it  averaged,  daring  the 
whole  of  the  French  revolution,  above  ten.  We 
snboiit  to  a  candid  world  whether  this  fact  does 
not  more  cora;deiely  establish  the  charge  of  "eztor- 
Iton,"  dian  the  rise  of  broadcloth  from  eight  or 
nine  to  foorteen  dollars,  or  even  to  thirty,  had  it 
taken  p^e.  when  the  raw  material  rose  from 
■evMity-fire  cents  to  four  dollars  per  pound ;  and 
whether  the  rise  on  the  wool  itself  is  not  incom- 
parably nwre  "estortioDate"  than  that  on  tbe 
btoadciotkl  The  latter  was  not  only  justifiable, 
hot  imperiously  necessary,  by  the  rise  which  we 
have  stated  on  the  raw  material ;  but,  for  the  rise 
on  wool  or  flour,  no  stich  reason  existed.  It  did 
not  proceed  from  any  advance  "in  the  intriDsie 
Tsloe  of  tbe  article,"  to  borrow  the  words  <^  the 
Petersburg  remonstrance,  "  nor  from  a  considera- 
tion of  wbt  price  would  affoid  a  fair  jvofit  to  the" 
fhrmeis;  "but  howmnch  (he  necessities  of  the 
consumers  enabled  them  to  eitort." 

At  the  same  period  (1788)  buner  was  ten  cents 
per  pound ;  beet  and  pork  five  cents ;  tobacco  (bree 
or  four ;  and  alt  other  agrieuUaral  articles  in  the 
same  proportion.  They  have  since  been  raised 
from  one  to  two  hundred  per  cent,  above  those 
prices.  Yet  we  have  never  alleged  against  the 
}um«n  or  danters  tbe  odious  charge  of  "  eitar- 
tion,"  at  which  they  woidd  have  revolted.  Have 
tlMiy,  we  ask,  a  right  to  raise  their  prices  one  or 
two  hundred  per  cenL  at  pleasure,  when  the  de- 
mand warrants  it,  without  "extortion;"  and  yet 
to  wound  dte  feelings  and  injure  the  cluiracters  of 
their  fellow-citizens,  by  the  odious  imputation  of 
"  extortion,"  when  the  advance  of  the  raw  material 
hy  themaelvca  renders  a  rise  of  manufactures  ne- 
cessary? If  thu  be  a  chartered  privilege,  we 
wish  to  know  whence  it  Is  derived,  and  by  what 
taiure  it  is  held.  Seriously,  we  presume  this  to 
be  the  strongest  iUostrttion  of  tbe  parable  of  the 
beam  and  the  mote  that  the  variegated  history  of 
nun  kind  presants. 

Flotir  ia  now  fonr  dollan  and  seventy-five  cents 
per  barrel  on  the  seaboard.  Should  war  or  famine 
Vke  place  ia  Bmope,  the  price  would  be  immedi- 


ately raised  one,  two,  three,  fonr,  or  fire  dotUra 
per  barrel;  and  in  proportion  to  the  intensity  irf 
ibe  distress  would  1^  the  lax  levied  on  the  con- 
sumers in  this  eanctrv.  There  are  about  diree 
millions  of  while  people  in  tbe  United  Slates  not 
engaged  in  agricalture,  who  contume,  on  an  aver- 
age, two  barrels  of  flour  per  annum.  A  rise  of 
three  dollars,  which  might  take  place  immediatelr. 
in  case  of  a  very  extraordinary  demand,  woulo 
amount,  on  this  article,  to  a  gain  of  eighteen  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  levied  by  the  farmers  on  the  rest 
of  tbe  community  during  tbe  ensuing  year,  exclu- 
sive of  probably  an  equal  amount  on  all  other  egri- 
enltural  productions,  liable  10  a  proportionate  ad- 
vance  of^price.  And  this  is  not  a  mete  hypothesis 
of  what  may  occur;  it  Is  the  history  of  tbe  last 
thirty  yeera,  and  of  tbe  immense  prices  (again  to 
borrow  the  vicuperant  language  of  tbe  remon- 
strance) which  "  the  neccEsiiies  of  the  connitneta 
have  enabled"  the  farmers  "to  extort." 

Nothing  but  the  endless,  ibe  irritating  misrepre- 
sentations we  have  experienced,  would  induce  us 
to  retort  this  strong  language  upon  our  acctuvra. 

The  United  Agricultural  Societies  of  Virginin 
prefer  a  claim  to  a  high  degree  of  superiority  over 
the  other  cissres  of  the  eoinmuniiy,  which  ciuls  for 
observation.    They  state  that — 

"la  Every  nation,  with  whose  internal  affiiira 
we  are  familiarly  acquainted,  tbe  landed  interest 
has  been  proverbial  lor  their  liberality  in  compai- 
ison  with  any  other  class." 

It  i^  unrottunale  that  ibis  atsuraption  of  liber- 
ality appears  in  an  instrument,  the  direct  object  of 
which  IS  to  bar  the  door  to  the  relief  of  their  fel- 
low-citizens, and  to  consign  them  and  their  fami- 
lies to  [bat  wretchedness  and  ruin  which  has  be- 
fallen so  many  of  their  brethren  !  Before  this 
claim  to  "  proverbial  liberality"  can  be  admitted, 
proofs  must  be  adduced  different  from  the  docu- 
ment in  which  it  is  asserted.  The  contrast  be- 
tween this  strong  assumption  and  tbe  object  of  the 
remoustraiice,  though  very  striking,  is  not  uncom- 
mon. Every  day's  experience  so  sirongty  proves 
the  extreme  diecrepancy  between  profeiuion  and 
practice,  that  no  illuslration  can  be  necessary. 

The  societies  distinctly  hold  forth  to  the  world 
tbat  agiicuttuie  neither  has  been,  nor  is,  secured 
by  "  protecting  duties."     They  slate — 

"We  solicit  not  the  fostering  core  or  patronage 
of  the  Legislature  to  alleviaie,  by  bounties,  mo- 
nopolies, or  protecting  duties,  calamities  in  their 
nature  as  inevitable  as  they  are  incurable  by  legis- 
lative interpoiiition." 

The  Prederickaburg  Society  also  state — 

"  We  ask  no  tax  upon  manufacturers  for  our 
benefit.  Neither  do  we  ask  any  Uung  of  QaTem- 
tnent,  to  enable  us  to  cultivate  the  soil  as  we  could 

The  high  character  of  the  members  of  those  ao- 
cieties  forbids  the  supposition  that  this  was  an  in- 
tentional misstatement.  We  are,  therefore,  inex- 
pressiUy  astonished  at  the  utter  un acquaintance 
with  the  real  state  of  the  case  betrayed  in  these 
quotations,  which  evinces  how  superficially  these 
gentlonen  studied  the  subject  on  which  they  un- 
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4artook  to  iDterpose  to  prerenl  the  BucceM  of  onr 
•NplitoktiDns  foi  relief. 

The  view  they  nieseut  is  m  far  ftom  fact,  that  it 
W  tke  revene  of  fact.  The  average  of  dutiea  oo 
•Mh  a^ieultonl  prodiKtioni  as  are  UBualljr  im- 
IMrted  iDto  thia  cDUDttf  has  beoh  from  the  com- 
neneMaMit  of  the  Gorenuneni,  far  higha  than 
ibow  on  manufaciuree. 

W«  will  stale  the  case  at  two  periods,  renaole 
flom  each  other,  viz.,  1T89  aad  1B20.  The  inter- 
taediate  tpaee  exhibits  the  same  fealarea. 

Itt  the  former  period,  cheeve  was  subject  to  a 
iwtj  eaaal  lo  Snjr-^ven  per  cent. )  iodifo  sixteen, 
anffuaetri  mBDufaomrad  tobacco  one  buKdred, 
TOlVi  fifteen,  hemp  aod  cotton  twelve ;  whereas, 
MTeB-eigbil»  of  ail  the  manuractures  imported, 
utdudtDg  ooltont,  woolleoB,  and  iron,  were  s«l>- 
jjKt  to  only  five  per  c«it.  This,  we  presume,  is 
ItdJ  proof  of  the  inequality  of  the  sjratem  of  legis- 
lation with  which  the  Government  commenced, 
■Bdof  ihecarewith  which  the  a^iculturistt,  who 
fimned  the  (ptst  mass  of  the  National  Legiktatofe, 
guarded  their  own  interests. 

Hemp,  at  pr^en^  u  BHbjeol  to  a  duty  eqoiva- 
Unl  to  twenty-«ix  per  ceot.j  cotton  thirty,  cheese 
nincCy,  spirits  eighty,  eduS  seventy-five,  manufac- 
tured toWco  ODC  hundred,  coal*  thirty-eight  and 
a  half,  sugar  thirty-seven  and  a  half,  and  potatoes 
fifteen — Bveragius  fifty-eight  percent-  Few  other 
articles,  the  product  of  the  earth,  are  imported ; 
hut'theyareall,  except  three  or  four,  subject  lo  fif- 
teen per  cent. 

'  Or  the  maoofactures  imported  in  the  year  1818, 
one  twenty-fifth  part  paid  a  duty  of  seven  and  a 
half  per  cent.,  one-third  fifteen,  one-sixth  twenty, 
two-nfkhs'  twenty-five,  and  one  t^eniy-fifth  part 
thirty  pff  cent.* 

On  thb  striking  contrail,  which  afibrdi  no  proof 
of  "  the  prorerbial  liberality"  of  the  landed  inter- 
esl,  we  offer  but  a  sinsle  comment.  It  adds  one  to 
the  numerous  melancttoly  instances  with  which 
history  abounds,  that  where  one  particular  inter- 
est predominates  in  a  le^iijlaCive  body,  the  others 
larely  experience  impartial  iuntice.  We  will  no- 
tice only  one  article,  which  places  in  a  strong 
point  orliKht  the  diflerent- degree  of  protection  ex- 
perienced Dy  agriculture  and  manufactures.  Col- 
U>n,  a  raw  material,  ia  sulyect  to  a  duty  of  thirty 
per  cent.,  and  the  freight  is  about  the  same.  The 
cotton  planter  has  therefore  a  protection  of  sixty 
per  cent. ;  whereas  fine  muslins  and  cambrics  pay 
out  twenty^seven  and  a  half  per  cent,  duty,  and 
the  fVeight  is  not  more  than  one  or  twv  per  cent 
Thus,  the  planter,  who  disclaims  the  idea  of  "  pro- 
lection,"  has  an  advantage  over  bis  manufacturing 
ftUow^itbens  of  sbere  th^y  per  eeM.,  indepen- 
dtnt  of'the  iittmeiHedUbMnce  bctwMB  theprt»- 
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taotion  nrfrnnnry  fhr  nrlirlno  prndnrnd  hy  agtinwli 
t«e  aid  those  by  nMhiMry.  ItnuybeaMimed, 
vilhoutdangerof  ociiitn4wti«n,  thatcotlMwokld 
be  better  pratected  by  a  duty  of  twenty  pm  eaiL 
than  eambrios  or  anslina  by  sixty  or  seventy,  "Wt 
do  not  find  that  the  loriff  of  ut  olbrcr  countcy 
whatever  prwsast*  such  an  eUnordinary  featura. 

Gireftt  eMphasia  is  laid,  by  ihs  ayrktilKit^  •»- 
cietiei^  on  iIm  daagn  of  "momqMtbea  gnoled  to 
le  daaa  or  order  al  tb«  expcme  of  amrther." 
Tfats  fonuB  a  fertila  tbcms,  on  wbiah  they  dea- 
int  very  freely.    Thn  ranoiMlrata  againat— 
"  Unequal  ami  pnliat  UoMj  awanlag  exdustrc 
privileges,  oc  sustaining  the  Bkanufaeturcn  in  the 
eajoyment  of  opprenive  moBosolies,  which  are 
ultimBtdy  to  grind  us  and  ovrohildtai afier ta  to 
diHt  and  asbes." 

"In  this  way  aloaeoan  the  bmeStsof  good  gov- 
enuBHU  ha  eqaaliBed-  amaof  the  varions  orisn 
aad  cbsnof  society,  the prosparity  and  hap^taest 
of  which  d^end  not  upon  iramnnities,  privilcgci^ 
and  monopoliaa  granled  to  oa*  dais  or  order  a( 
the  expense  of  anotha,"  te. 

We  are  conabaiiMd  lo  atale^  that  tbe  want  of 
due  coosidcntion  wbich  pfwails  throaghout  the 


poly^  according  to  JohBoon,  means  "  the  cacluisM 
plvilege  of  s^oK  any  thing."  And  a  moDoiia- 
liai,  aattarding  to  ue  iBmeantharity,  is  "one  trho, 
by  aigfOBsing  or  by  palait,  oUaias  tbe  sole  Pp^vvr 
or  privilege  of  veMing  any  conraodity."  Thetc 
ianoi,  tbmbrt^  such  a-  thiag  or  poion  in  tUi 
country  a*  a  monopoly  ot'  aHNu^Hdwt ;  mot,  wUe 
o«r  praMOt  Oonatnntloii  exiata,  can  ihm  ben  n»- 
mopriyi  For,  sinMti  inni»fccl««a  of  wml,  CM* 
ton,  iron,  and  leaner  wen  tdtogeilHr  probiMMdt 
Iboaa  bmnohea  would  be  open  to  ibe  ndauariim, 
aad  consaqnend^  to  tbe  compMitiDn,  of  any  {art 
of  tfae  eanHniinity-~.to  famen  as  well  aa  others 
anAercn  to^apitnlistafHmanynttdererrparlof 
Korope,  if  tkay  jndgnd  proper  to  embark  ia  than. 
Where,  then,  is  lh»mcMOp)dyf 

While  the- aghoultnnl  soeietiaB  were  thus  de- 
BOHooiag  what  they  ihought  pnqw  to  bmdwiih 
tbt  odioM  leim  "BDnapc^"  Ih^  ^i  not  refieet 
thai  thgr  were  Ihetmslyea  nr  mom  lidile  to  tke 
asewnttoB  than  thoaeagninrt  whom  they  pwf erred 
it  The  great  man  of  the  manubetnred  arttelai 
punhased  1^  the  fvmers  and  idanters  of  tbe 
Boulfaan  Ehatea,  and  juoboUy  one-half  of  wiat 
ai«  pareha«ed  by  those  in  the  other*,  are  importad. 
Whereas,  tbe  mnnnfiutuma  of  the  Uailed  Btalaa 
hare  not  coinamediof  foreign  aiiides  of  feod  and 
drink,  since  the  organization  of  tbe  Genotd  &or- 
ernnaenti  two  per  cent. 

TkHB)  while  there  bnt  been  an  inoessanl  clonar 
against  "  the  monopoly"  of  tbe  maimfaolaKU, 
whose  DMtkei  is  <men'lo  and  esgrtnsed  hy  rivnla 
fran  half  the  nabons  of  Ewope,  it  appeaia  tha« 
the  fiuoien  and  jdanler*  fanva  what  tbsyWtm'^a 
monopolf ',"  wbish,  howorer^  is  only  an  cxehwM 
ranilT  of  tbe  bonte  mnrket  It  may  fat  dortasd 
wnetoer  a  more  exiraordinarr  caae  is  on  remd> 

We  shall  oonelnde  onr  Mntrrations  on  those 
naemarials  with  one  fhrther  cKlract. 

"To  gmitf'  (dM  Predniebibwg  Satinly  nb* 
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cb)  "anioBt  tke  potoMiiUtjr  of  miMppKbea- 
~~9  take  Lbii  oe«twtoB  lo  say  Ibat  we  ue  ' 


eapftUe  of  feeling  auy  thing  liie  enmitY  a^inK 
nwnuraetiirera,  or  aajr  other  useful  description  of 
citizens,  but  hearlily  nish  them  all  Ibe  sueccsa  to 
which  tbeir  skill  and  iodnttir  ma]'  entitla  tbem, 
in  %Thaievei  way  applied." 

This  deeUtation  would  baT«  been  moie  aecep- 
teblc^  and  claiiaed  out  gratitude,  had  it  not  ae- 
oompaoied  aa  aUoopt,  on  tbc  pari  of  those  who 
make  it,  to  do  us  all  the  injury  in  their  power  to 
inAiet;  to  pmrent  a  eoapiiance  with  our  just 
'    1  perpetuate  otu  fnewnt  intolei^e 


Your  UMmoriatisU  leeret  to  find  that  the  same 
advene  spiiit  towards  tbesa  that  prerail*  atoong 
these  small  bodie»  of  their  a^ieultwal  felLow-eiti- 
xtata  has  beea  etCBted  amoog  a  portion  of  the  met^ 
MDtile  class.  Tbey  rcqueat  your  fanmble  bear- 
isg  of  a  few  remaifa  on  toi 


merohant*  of  Saleia  o 


of  the 

this  Bubjeot.    Jt  '■  calls  the 

thai  have  rft- 


ceatiybeen  proposed,  and  appanntly  aiqirOTcdffot 
the  purpose  <rf  {Robibiung  the  importa' 


tMaiplaie 

woelleai 


.,  .,-  .  -.  ,    .-         ,,     c  importatton  of  for- 

a  woollen  and  otrtton  goods." 

Y-onr  nMmotialista  are  oonsiraiaed  to  slaM  that 
this,  view  is  very  nnoajwiid.  Tbnj  neiwr  did  coa- 
"  Hlaie   "a  nnhihi^B  of  fbrcigii  o«tt«o  and 

<llea  goods,''  gmeraUy.  Tberc  is  not  a  saae 
man  in  the  couatry.  whbt  if  he  had  the  power, 
moMeoMta  total  exoliMi<n).  A  large  poition 
ofi  thom  good*  is  DOt,ftDd  for  a  long  tiiae  to  coow 
Mwtot  be,  nuAU&Qturvd  in  this  oountry,  and 
tiMMffVe  niuat  be  imported.  Your  uenonalists 
dopwea**  aad  aoleBmry  protael  agamst  (he  infhi- 
Mwaof  a  syMem  which  ha*  beea  beielofora  too 
■oecesafully  ponued;  that  ia,  defeadog  ihtor  fair 
wd  lugitiiDaie  ofcieeU,  by  aaontai^  to.  than  neata 
wbiok  thcf  wholly  disoUim.  Of  this  iiaftir  ayft- 
ten,  their  deanat  iatercale  ban  been  beHeptly 
the  TWtima.  Wci*  il  aceessary,  th^  covld  pto- 
dnee  BtMaerous  inMaBces  of  eailjr  and  .leeent  ute. 

"  If  we  an  sot  willing  to  t«eeir<  hnaga  maau- 
iaotures,we  cannot  r(MMtahly*ii|qKMe  that  forei^ 
iMkiM  will  Tsceire  ow.iaw  MutettaW 

'*  W«  cannot  fbree  tbem  t»  beeoma  buyoa  when 
they  are  not  sdters,  ot  to  eowwne  out  coUona 
WMB  ihsy  OHQM  pay  the  price  in  their  own 
jhtmce." 

"  We  oaoBot  Bipect  them  to  carry  on  a  cibboiis 
trade,  when  the  profit  is  all  on  our  side." 

Tbme  paragraphs  ate  liable  to  the  enwptioas 
Wged  i^piast  the  preoediag  one.  They  aMune 
the  exmordiii*Ty  idcsi  (whieli  insuiity  ahHse«oiih) 
harbob).tbM  infortaUon  is  ccpected  to  be  wholly 
iwohibiled.  AU  lh«t  iaaeeewity  for  theieabHftr 
tioB  o(  tbaoumttf,  and  for  the  prOBpentii  of  the 
nuiuraclHMra,jfl«aebBmodificaiionof  tlt»  tatiff 
M  w^  icd«H  our  impeila  within  the  limits  of  ow 
wcportt,  and  prevent  ow  maaiitacturea  «nd  mMtt* 
iutoreia.  from  beina:  orarwhdmed  ^^the  inw^ 
»al»  innBdatiw  of  toreigp  fabrics. 

«  Whit*  the  aBai>&atareN«re  UA  free  to  Eagipe 
ia  theit  own  powiUat.  puauiti^  eqjoyi^  ia  cott- 
ntosi  with  othetB,  a  reasoafthle  jwoleotlon  ^enthe 
*? — nnm".  the  nHnwiiiJuta  trnM  it  is  ik>  ondiiB 


claim  OB  their  part  to  {dead  for  the  freedom  id 
eommeree  also,  as  the  natural  ally  of  agrieoltuie 
and  aaral  greaioess." 

There  is  an  assumption  bare  of  "  fieedom  for  the 
manufacturers,"  which  is  not  warranted  fay  iha 
fact.  When  tbeir  business  is  annihilated,  and 
themselves  ruined  by  tbe  immoderate  inlroduclioR 
of  for«ga  merchandise,  as  has  occurred  to  too 
many  of  them,  can  it  be  said  that  chey  "  are  free  to 
engage  in  (heir  own  peculiar  pursuits?"  We  will 
render  this  plain,  by  applying  it  to  tbe  case  of  the 
merchants.  The  vessels  employed  in  tbe  coasting 
trade  for  thirty  years  have  avenged  aboat  fow 


hundred  thousand  ton*  annuallv.    Were  h 
vetaeb  allowed  to  eogsge  in  tnat  trade, 


Uv.  Were  foreign 
that  trade,  to  the 
amoBttt  of  three  huBt^ed  thousand  tons,  woald  it 
net  be  a  mockery  were  tbe  merchants  infonn«d, 
while  their  ships  were  rotting  at  the  whsrvee,  and 
thecotfelves  reduced  to  bankruptcy,  ibat  "  they  wera 
free  to  engage  in  their  own  peculiar  pursuits?" 
And  is  it  not  a  perfectly  aoalognn*  case,  when  the 
manHfactums  are  rained,  and  their  nMchineiir 
rotting  and  mating  throngn  the  eitravagaot  inftdz 
of  fweign  anicka,  to  be  gnvdy  told  that  they 
are  "free  to  engage  in  tbeir  own  peculiar  pof 
suits?" 

"  It  is  a  sound  ptrfitieal  taazim,  that  the  more 
free  trade  is,  and  the  more  widely  it  eiroulates^  the 
moresnre  willbeitspfoqierity.  Every  rsatriotlon 
which  i»  not  indispeowUe  for  the  purposes  of  rer- 
enue  LB  ashoalwhiehwill.inqmiBil* progress,  and 
not  unir«queBtly  jeopard  it*  security." 

The  doethae  hete  advaoced,  on  tbe  broad  and 
unqualified  seaLs  on  wbich  it  ispredjnatcd,  is  u* 
•ooBd  and  contrerr  to  the  prKetioe  of  the  moit  ' 
promtrona  Stau*,.  and  to  the  priaeiplte  of  tbe 
wisest  stateamu.  Can  the  praaverity  of  trade  ba 
IKWaoted  bv  the  free  introdedion  of  foieiga  luxo- 
rie^whkh  destroy  the  indastry  of  our  own  citi«Bs3 
Hat  it  b««n  promoted  I7  the  iminDdefata  ooantk- 
ties  of  goods  UBiMMled  into  this  country,  wbercbr 
its  circulaling  raediam  has  been  eilwttited,  asd 
an  eaormoa*  debt  ooatnctcd  for  article*  whidi 
out  own  citKcos  cOttid  have  supplied  7 

To  teat  ihia  phwsible  maiim,  which  has.  done 
infinite  injury  to  this  country,  we  will,  as  in  the 
fEsmer  case,  apfily  it  to  tb*  nKtcbants  tbcmscliec 
Tbe  uae  of  foreign  vesselt  is  almost  virtually  piy 
hibited  in  this  country  I7  "restrictitaa  not  indio- 
pnisable  lor  tbe  purposes  of  revenoc^"  Bu^iMe 
these  "mtrictioas"weferemoved,andtliatfoceigii 
vesseb  were  entitled  to  the  saote  pririleyi*  acour 
own.  what  wottU  be  tho  coBseqMOoel  They 
would  b»em|rioyed  lutein  luge  uuabaniiothia 
r«ia  of.  the  merchants  and  ship-buUdeei.  Would 
tbef  not^in  that  oaac,  aa^cahHislroonlendagaUM 
tbemaunaathayBawanholdill  Andcaatban 
beaay  iusl  reason  wbv  tbe  manufacturer.  euUtled 
to  e^nal  righta  with  the  menhant,  should  be  ntr 
iaed  by  forei^  "'"K  ""*'  '^  merchant  seonred 
a^insl  this  nvalabip  1  la  the  aoite  of  inpartial 
jastiae^  the  ri^ti  of  eaeh  ought  to  have  e^oai 

[though  the  merehantB  of  Salm  invoke  Coo- 
Ktm-  ia  aaoh  emnbatical  terms  to  si^ipmit  that 
freedom  of  tiade*' which  impoTerisbes.tbBnBlie>4 


weight 


Digni2 
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uid,  by  ezpOKJn^  their  maoufacIuriDg  fellow-eiti- 
zeoa  to  tbe  coropeiitton  of  rtraLs  in  every  qanrter 
of  tbe  world,  ba!>  ruioeil  so  large  a  portion  oflhem, 
there  is  scarcely  a  semion  in  which  ibe  mercaO' 
tile  ioterest  does  Dot  memorialize  Congress  Ibr 
prMectioD  against  foreign  competition,  Oo  this 
oooduct,  Eo  partial  to  tbemselves,  and  eo  etces- 
siveiy  unkiad  to  us,  we  daie  not  trust  ourselves  to 
comment. 

It  would  extetid  this  memorial  to  an  unreuon- 
■ble  length  if  we  particularized  one-half  of  the 
''re3trietioDs"of  foreifrn  commerce  in  favor  of  onr 
mercbanii.  We  shall  confine  ourselves  to  a  few 
promtneoi  cases  lo  prove  that  this  maxim,  now  so 
zealously  ui^d,  has  had  no  weight  when  the  in- 
terests of  that  class  were  at  stahe  ;  and  that  the 
"  reatrictions"  on  foreign  commerce  which  they 
lUQceeded  in  obtaining,  were  not  only  "not  indis- 
pensable for  the  purposes  of  revenue,"  but  in  many 
caws  pernicious  to  it. 

When  the  competition  of  foreign  merchants  in 
tbe  coasting  trade  was  wiwly  oeitroyed  in  the 
Tery  outset  of  the  Government,  by  a  heavy  pro- 
hibitory toenage  duty,  and  afterwards  by  positive 
prohibition,  was  ibis  measure  *' iodispensable  for 
the  purposes  of  leveeue  1"  Was  it  nol^  according 
to  the  Salem  memorial,  a  "shoal  to  impede  the 
progress  of  trade?" 

When,  in  the  first  setaioa  of  Congress,  foreign 
merchants  were  excluded  from  tbe  China  trade 
by  eitra.  duties  on  teas  imported  in  foTeign  vessels, 
averaging  one  hundred  and  aeven  per  cent.,  were 
they  **  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  revenue  V 
Did  Ihey  not  rather  impair  the  revenue? 

When,  more  recently,  an  extra  tonnage  duty  of 
two  dollars  per  ton  was  imposed  on  foreign  vcraelB 
wriving  from  ports  which  American  vessels  were 
not  allowed  to  enter,  was  this  "  necessary  for  the 
purposes  of  revenue?"  Where  then  was  the  alarm 
aboQt  "shoals  to  impede  the  progress  of  trade?" 

Was  the  act  prohibiting  the  introduction  of  plas- 
ter of  Paris  in  foreign  vessels  "necessary  for  the 
purposes  of  revenue  ?"  or  was  it  not  rather  "  a 
riioal  to  impede  the  progress  of  trade  ?" 

Was  tbe  act  passed  in  a  late  session  of  Congress, 
of  which  the  object  was  to  coerce  the  British  na- 
tion to  abandon  the  chief  feature  of  their  naviga- 
tion act,  which  they  prize  so  hurhly,  "necessary 
for  the  purposes  of  revenue?"  Has  it  not,  on  the 
contrary,  injuriously  affected  revenue  and  agricul- 
ture? 

And,  in  fine,  we  ask,  and  hope  for  a  fair  and 
opiieit  answer,  whether  the  siroDg  "  restrictions" 
■ow  contemplated  against  both  Great  Britain  and 
France  are  "necessary  for  the  purposes  of  rev- 
enue 1"  Whether  they  are  not,  like  tbe  former, 
■  '*8hoals  to  jeopard"  agricntture  and  "revenue  1" 

The  acts  above  alluded  to,  and  a  great  variety 
of  others  which  abound  in  onr  statute  book,  do  not 
raqniie  much  commeitt  They  speak  a  language 
not  to  be  misunderstood.  It  appears,  and  cannot 
bil  to  astonish  your  honorable  Houses,  that  white 
the  merchants  nave,  from  the  commencement  of 
the  Qovernmeut,  applied  for  and  been  favored  with 
*  restrictions"  not  only  "not  neeeasary  for  the  pur- 
poses of  revenue,"  bat  in  many  cases  pernicious'' 


[I,  a  portion  of  them  now  nae  all  their  energies  to 
defeat  the  reasonable  objects  of  yoor  memormliat^ 
and  consign  them  to  aeslmction,  on  the  gmud 
that  the  restrictions  contemplated  are  "not  neces- 
sary for  the  purposes  of  revwue." 

"One  sacrifice  is  to  be  demanded  afte  another ;  I 

one  prohibition  heaped  upon  another  until  all  tbe  i 

sources  of  foreign  commerce  are  dried  up;  and 
domestic  manuFactureB,  sustained    by  enonnous  ' 

bounties,  absorb  the  whole  moneyed  capital  of  the  ' 

It  ill  becomes  the  advocates  of  a  commerce 
sustained  by  enormous  bounties,"  in  the  shape  of 
tributes  to  Barbary  Powers;  foreign  intercourse; 
-  -lost  oppressive  naval  expraditore,  amounting 
the  current  year  to  63,600,000;  a  commerce 
which  has  entailed  on  the  nation  a  war  debt  of 
nearly  $80  000,000,  to  hold  this  langtiage  reapeet- 
manufac lures,  on  which  tbe  Government  has 
r  expended  a  single  cent  in  thirty  yean. 
And  what,  we  ask,  has  called  forth  this  emphat- 
ical  denunciation  of  manufacOires  ?  Merely  a 
request,  on  the  part  of  the  manufoctnrers,  of  a  , 

duty  of  forty  or  fifty  per  cent,  on  cottons,  wo(d- 
'  t.  iron,  and  some  other  articles,  in  order  to 
bleour  citizens  to  compete  with  the  half-etarved 
and  half-clothed  workmenofforeignnations.  This 
is  the  tremendous  danger  which  u  "  to  dry  np  all 
the  sources  of  foreign  commerce,"  and  "  absorb  all 
the  moneyed  capital  of  the  nation  !" 

We  cannot  forbear  lo  state  tbat  it  is  no  proof  of 
the  intrinsic  goodness  of  a  cause,  when  its  advocates 
are  reduced  loiheneoCGsity  of  drawing  hiffh-eatorc4 
and  extravagant  portraits  of  dangers  which  hnre 
no  existence  but  in  their  own  heated  imaginations, 

"  It  is  not  a  little  remarkable  that  these  attetnpta 
are  not  only  repturnant  to  those  maxims  of  free 
trade  which  the  United  States  have  hitherto  so 
forcibly  and  perseveringlT  contended  for  as  die 
sure  foundation  of  national  prosperity,  but  they  are 
preased  upon  us  at  a  moment  mien  the  siateamen 
of  the  Old  World,  in  admiration  of  the  saceeas  of 
our  policv,  are  relaxing  tbe  rigor  of  their  own  sys- 
tems, and  yielding  tbemselves  lo  the  rational  doc- 
trine, that  national  weatA  is  best  promoted  by  ft 
free  interchange  of  commodities,  upon  principles  of 
perfect  reciprocity." 

It  is  painful  to  us  to  state  that  this  entire  para- 
graph rests  upon  untenable  ground.  We  look  in 
vain  for  the  evidences  of  "  the  national  prosperity" 
on  which  tbe  merchants  predicate  their  retaonin^ 
Where  are  those  evidences  lo  be  found?  Is  it  in 
the  decay  and  destruction  of  so  large  a  portion  of 
the  national  indnstry?  If  this  be  a  ago  of  "na- 
tional prosperity,"  then  is  this  nation  prosperons  to 
a  degree  nnexttmpled  in  its  annals,  except  in  tbe  in- 
terval between  the  close  of  tbe  Revohitionary  war 
and  the  establishment  of  the  present  form  of  gor- 
ennent.  Is  it  in  the  decline  of  commeree  and  nav- 
igation? Is  it  in  the  bankruptcy  of  so  laive  a 
portion  of  tbe  tnerchants,  tradm,  and  manufae- 
lurers  of  the  country  t  Is  it  in  the  rident  tneasarc 
which  theLegislaluresof  fourorfiveof  the  States 
have  adopted,  of  arresting  the  course  of  ivstice, 
and  sospending  the  eoltection  of  debts 
the  MigmentaiioD  of  poor  rates,    ' 
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meDdtcanIs  and  soup  hoasM  T  Is  it  in  the  fiulnre 
oTnvenue  to  the  eoorroous  amouat  of  95,000.000 
for  the  present  year  7  Is  it  in  the  exclusion  of  one 
of  our  chief  staples  from  the  British  markets,  and 
(heverygreat  depreeittionof  thepriceof  the  resti 
b  it,  in  a  word,  m  that  state  of  affairs,  justly  cha- 
ncterized  in  a  recmt  report,  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  in  these  strong  terms : 
"But  few  examples  hare  occuncd  of  distress  so 

Sneral,  and  so  severe,  as  that  which  has  been  es- 
biied  in  the  United  States  7" 

These,  alas !  are  no  symptoms  of  "  natioDal 
pronpefity,"  and  of  "  the  success  of  our  policy," 
whichj  we  are  told,  and  widi  a  grave  and  soner 
air,  as  if  the  assertion  were  irrefragable,  excites  "  the 
admiration  of  the  statesmen  of  the  Old  World  !" 

We  look  aronnd  in  rain,  we  repeat,  for  this 
"national  prosperity,"  which  sonnds  so  cantirat- 
ii^ly.  And  we  look  equally  in  vain  for  "  toe  ad- 
miration of  the  statesmen  of  the  Old  World,"  of 
"  the  success  of  our  policy,"  which  is  brou(;ht  for- 
-ward  to  tickle  our  national  Tanily.  It  would  be 
vain  to  seek  for  the  "success  of  a  policy,"  which, 
after  twenty  years  of  a  most  extensire  commerce. 
in  which  we  received  exorbitaDt  prica  for  all 
a«r  staples,  has,  in  five  years  of  profound  peace, 
with  abundant  harvests,  and  wholly  free  from  any 
natural  calamity,  reduced  an  intelligeni,  indus- 
trious, active  populatiODj  possessed  of  almost  every 
possible  advantage  of  soil  and  climate,  with  water 
power  unequalled  in  the  world,  from  a  towering 
state  of  prosperity  to  its  present  lamentable  situa- 
tion— a  situation  which,  notwithsiandinir  "the 
admiratioD  of  the  Etaiesmen  of  the  Old  World," 
entphatically  warns  us  to  change  a  policy,  which 
built  our  prosperity  not  on  the  solid  basis  of  na- 
tiottal  industry,  but  on  the  wretched  foundation  of 
foreign  wan  and  famines,  and  has  rendered  ns  de- 
pendent on  foreign  nations  even  for  the  chief  part 
of  the  clothes  we  wear,  although  possessed  of  the 
most  valuable  raw  material  m  the  world,  to  an 
extent  commensurate  with  the  demand  of  nearly 
half  the  globe. 

But  if  we  look  in  vain  for  this  "  national  pros- 
perity," for  "  the  success  of  our  policy,"  and  for 
"the  admiration  of  the  statesmen  of  the  Old 
World,"  we  look  equally  in  vain  for  "therelai- 
Blion  of  the  rigw  of  their  system.  When  this  me- 
morial was  draughted,  early  in  January  last,  and 
likewise  wh«i  it  was  presented  lo  Congress,  on  the 
3l$t  of  that  month,  there  was  not  before  the  Amer- 
ican nation  a  trace  of  sach  relaxation  in  any  part 
of  Europe  whatever.  The  assumption,  therefore, 
on  which  so  much  of  the  argument  of  the  mei 
rial  is  predicated  was  unwarranted  by  the  fact. 

The  countries  with  which  the  chief  part  of  < 
intercourse  is  carried  on  are  Qreat  Britain  i 
France.  In  the  three  last  years  of  our  domestic 
dporla,  amounting  to  8102,000,000,  there  were 
8141,000,000  exported  to  these  two  counlriM ; 
whe^B,  to  Russia,  Sweden,  Denmark,  Norway, 
Prwaia,  the  Hai»e  Towns,  and  all  the  ports  of 
Oermamy,  we  only  exported  811,000,000.  Of 
eourvB,  we  are  little  inloested  in  the  commercial 
Bnangiements  of  those  natioDS. 

The  signers  of  the  Salem  memtHial  are  called 


upon  to  produce  any  symptom  in  Great  Britain  or 
France  of  this  very  extraordinary  "admiration," 
or  its  effects.  Our  policy  is  truly  a  subject  of 
"admiration"  for  the  desolation  it  has  produced,  as 
hunicanes  and  inmadoes  ate ;  hut  nut  of  imitation 
to  any  wise  nation.  No  symptoms  of  such  imita- 
tion can  be  found.  On  the  contrary,  the  cords  are 
every  daydrawn  tighter.  So  faras  respects  France, 
the  Edinburgh  Review  for  July,  1819,  informs  us 
that— 

'^he  anti-commercial  system  of  the  ex-Empe- 
ror, instead  of  being  modified  or  repealed,  has,  in 
fact,  been  adopted  in  all  its  extent,  by  hii  legitimate 
successors,  and  in  their  hands  has  become  doubly 
efficient." 

No  alteration  has  taken  place  since  that  period. 
We  are  therefore  warranted  to  state  that  the  "ad- 
miration" and  imitation  of  "the  success  of  our 
policy,"  which  form  so  capital  an  item  in  the  Sa- 
lem memorial,  cannot  be  substantiated  in  France. 
And  the  rigorous  acts  recently  passed  and  now 
contonplat^  by  this  Government,  to  counteract 
the  British  restrictive  commercial  policy,  prove 
that  that  nation,  in  like  manner,  does  not  fall 
within  the  descripiion  of  the  Salem  memorial,  as 
excited  u  "admiration"  or  imitation  of  "our  pol- 
icy" by  its  wonderful  "success." 

When  the  Salem  merchants  laid  down  the 
maxim  that  "national  wealth  is  best  promoted  by 
a  free  interchange  of  commodities,  upon  principles 
of  i«rfect  reciprocity,"  did  they  mean  to  convey 
the  idea  that  the  United  States  enjoy  such  a  "free 
interchangel"  It  cannot  be.  There  is  no  nation 
in  the  world  which  carries  on  commerce  more 
completely  destitute  of  "  perfect  reciprocity." 

Our  ports  are  open  to  the  manufactures  of  all 
the  world.  Whereas,  most  of  the  ports  of  Europe, 
and  all  those  of  the  colonies  of  that  quarter  of  tne 
globe,  are  shut  against  ours.  This  is  a  practical 
commentary  on  the  "perfect  reciprocity"  which 
the  Salem  memorial  insinuates  we  enjoy. 

Again :  we  exchange  necessaries  oi^  life,  and 
raw  materials  in  the  most  rude  state,  for  manufac- 
tures elaborated  with  the  last  finish  of  human  in- 
dustry and  skill :  thus,  in  every  case,  we  exchange 
the  labor  of  two  or  three,  and,  in  many,  that  of 
ten,  twenty,  and  thirty  persons  for  one.  Our  cot- 
ton is  returned  to  us  in  a  manufactured  state  at  an 
average  of  fivefold  its  original  cost. 

It  is  this  species  of  one-sided  "perfect  recipro- 
city" which  nas  produced  "  a  distress  so  general 
and  severe"  that  "few  examples"  of  equal  intensity 
"  have  occurred,"  and  whicn  has  rendered  the  sit' 
uation  of  the  United  States  en  object  of  regret  and 
sympathy  for  its  friends,  and  of  exultation  for  ita 
enemies.  It  is  full  time  for  the  guardians  of  the 
nation's  rights  to  secure  to  it  something  like  "  re- 
ciprocity," in  its  intercourse  with  the  rest  of  the 

We  cannot  close  this  memorial  without  exi»-ea»- 
ing  our  astonishment  and  regret  that  an  idea  could 
ever  have  prevailed  of  the  existence  of  hostility  be- 
tween the  interests  of  agriculture  and  manufac- 
tures ;  whereas,  the  greet  mass  of  the  productions 
of  the  farmer  derive  their  chief  value  fifom  the 
market  afforded  by  the  latter.    The  hides,  the 
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tkias,  the  furs,  the  wool,  a  luge  portioo  of  the  cot- 
ton, the  timber,  ilie  coels,  the  lead,  the  iron,  tb« 
pitcti,  the  tar,  the  turpentiDe,  the  tallow,  the  indigo, 
the  flu  of  the  farmer,  flod  a  leady  sale  sntoog  the 
mauufacliueis,  who  likewise  consume  of  provisions 
OQe  thousand  per  ceat.  moie  than  the  amouut  ez' 
ported  to  all  tne  wodd  in  the  most  flourishiog  pe- 
riod of  OUT  history. 

Youi  loeinorialisCs  are  gratified  to  find.thkt  the 
opposiiioa  to  their  just  requests  has  been  coDfined 
to  a  small  poilioD  of  the  two  gieat  classes  of  their 
fellow-cttiiens. 

In  siibmitling  these  premises  to  the  most  seiious 
attention  of  your  honorable  Houses,  your  memo- 
rialists hope  that  you  will  make  such  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  tlie  tariff  as  will  secure  to  all  persons 
imteiested  in  agriculture,  manufactures,  and  con- 
meice,  a  full  and  equal  share  of  protection. 

TH03.  LEIPER,  Vic*  Prtridt^. 
Jahes  Meabe,  SKrttarj/pro  tern. 

Pb:i^i>elpbu,  ^>rU  3,  18S0. 


PHOTECTIOK  TO  MANUFAUT0RE8. 

[CoDimnnintad  to  the  Uooie,  April  24,  tBSO.] 

To  the  koaoivbk  the  Senate  and  Hou»e  of  StprtMtUa- 

liva  in  Congru*  autmbUi: 

The  memorial  of  the  American  Society  of  the 
city  of  New  York  for  the  eDcoaragment  oi  domes- 
tic manufacturea  resjKCtfully  represents: 

That  your  raecsonaUsts  deem  it  a  duty  iacuia- 
bent  on  them  again  to  addieu  you  honorable 
bodv  on  the  subjects  embraced  in  their  meouurial 
«f  the  i6th  December  last. 

The  REcessiTe  and  continued  importation  of 
Coceign  manuthctuies,  which  is  encouraged  and 
•upported  by  the  existing  tariff,  the.  credit  girea 
for  the  duties,  and  free  sales  at  auctioi),  have  de- 
•toyed  order  and  safety  in  business,  discounged 
OUerpriae,  suspended  labor,  and  excited  the  loost 
Uvely  apprehentuons  for  the  futare  petLCe  and  wel- 
&xe  of  toe  country.  ^ 

Theiacts  that  hare  transpired  uihis  market 
ncectly  are  too  important  ia  their  bearing  on  thk 
■abject  to  pass  uaooticed.  By  statements,  caie- 
fally  made  out,  it  appears  that,  in.  this  city  alone, 
about  twelve  thousand  packages  of  fore^n  manu- 
fSutuet  have  been  sold  at  anctioo,  &om  the  1st 
Jannaiy  last  to  l5th  April  instant,  the  duties  oa 
which  are  eitimAled  at  91,000,000;  which  swm, 
}ff  thia  short  pioceH,  kas  now.  become  active  cap- 
ital, loaned  by  thia  Government  to  ibreigu  ma»u- 
fiKUuets  and  their  agents  in  this  country,  ia  aid 
af  siidi  onaatioBs,  to  crush  the  enterprise  aad  in- 
duBty  of  toil  nation. 

The  contrast  btiween  the  policy  of  this  Govern- 
meat,  and  tbai  of  all  the  great  States  of  Europe, 
on  this  Bubjeet,  is  appalling  to  every  citizen  who 
refiecti  tq)on  it.  We  admit  a  £ree  imitation  of 
all  the  manufactures  and  products  of  Europe  and 
India,  subject  only  to  a  light  duty,  payable  at  a 
distant  period.  We  admit  foreign  adventuiers, 
immediately  on  landing,  to  compote  with  ouFcit- 
iscos,.in,aver.f  proieMHon,  at  thaiT'veiy  door^fiee 


from  all  taxes,  and  exonerated  from  all  the  JegtU 
duties  imaaeed  on  citizens,  while  they  exclude 
even  out  breadstufis,  except  when  threatened  hf 
famine ;  and  it  is  equally  notorious  that  they  are 
making  every  effoii  to  exclude  also  our  oollon,  to* 
bacco,  and  othn  great  staples,  fay  eacouraeiiig 
the  production  of  them  in  their  coloojes.  They 
impose  high  import  duties,  and  still  higher  exeics, 
on  all  foreign  products,  which  ore  pavule  in  oaxh, 
on  deliverv  of  the  goods  from  the  snip  or  fubUe 
stores,  ana  invariably  secure  peculiar  privilege*  to 
their  subject*  over  foreigners. 

Your  memorialists  cannot  believe  that  jaajr 
honorable  body  have  been  duly  informed  of  tW 
deleterious  effects  aiisiiw  from  the  existing  syate^ 
which  is  availed  of  by  MieiaMia,  to  tbe  utta  mis 
of  ail  r«g«lac  busiaesa  and  boiesi  iadtMr;.  Tlie 
numerous  memorials  pneanled  this  seasitw  &r  n- 
lief.  the  distrCBws  ihnMigbovt  the  country  ge«- 
erMly,  th»  nlmoBt  total  stagnation  of  boHues*  in  aU 
our  great  dtiea,  is^tak  a  lai4|uage  which  caaaol 
be  misuiadarstoad  aay  longer^  Theatmost  var 
ieiy  exists,  and  is  suspended  on  the  delibemtiow 
of  your  honomhle  body.  The  nation  expect*  al 
your  hand*  sora«  efifioieBt  meaauies  for  relwf  bom 
present. embarraaementfi,  and  security  foe  fiitne 
enterprise. 

Yoar  memosialista,  ther«£>r%  humUy  hope  that 
Congress  will  not  adjourn  withoat  acting  e&- 
cieaUVron  tbe  importaitt  iHUa  now  pending  MTan 
your  honoinbilie  body. 

W.  FEW,  Yit*  SvtMm. 


[Communicaled  to  tbe  Sentte,  April  S8,  leiSO.] 
7*11  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  Horn**  of  H^'*- 

tentataet  of  the  Uailed  Statu  of  Amaioa  in  Con- 

gra*  atitmbUd: 

The  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Ooramerseof 
the  city  of  Philadelphia  lesficotfully  shuwedi: 

That  we  h%Te  awa)  with  gKM  touaetOj  thepM* 
ject  of  a  bill  retorted  to  the  Houae  of  Benremiar 
tive*  by  the  Committee  of  Conmcroe  and  Maua- 
faGlurM,e«lliiiig/o(aooBHdarabletnereaaeof duties 
«a  goooe  imported  into  the  United  Steljefc  We 
had  boped  that,  during  the  urwwimwt  d« 
of  our  coatmectte  and  a^oulture,  no  i 
would  tuLT*  baea  takenbyour  GoretnmenijMiadd 
to  thftaooumulated  dislraaeof  eitiwf.  If  the  mac 
item  of  rsTcnue  were  the  only  objact  piopesed.bf 
the  biU,  w«  ahould  think  it  iatimgdieiH,  and  aa  bjr 
no  means  caloolatcd  to  effect  the  aid  profNieadi 
but,  ooosideciiig  it  a*  calculated  Beriovly  to.  injm 
or  perhapS'  dcMroy  our  foreign  oommerce,  asd  to 
erect  on  it*  rums  a.maiHifiMKuiBC  system,  iMaOr 
ibla  with  our  habitaattd  the- state  of  amptfUr 
becooies  the  duty  of  thmewhoar^lobe 
"" agkMl 
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^yCoOi-^lc  ■ 


Wkaterer  may  be  the  merita  of  the  Byston  of 
finuieewhieh  has  existed  siaee  the  adoptioD  of  tke 
Federal  Coestitution,  it  is  at  least  entitled  to  stdt- 
oi«Lt  respect  to  preserve  it  btxa  efacogatioa  before 
«  proper  rabclitote  be  offered.  TbM  wbiob  is  now 
pnqmed,  so  far  from  iDcieasiag  the  revenue,  vrill 
n  oar  opinion  tutve  «  contrary  effect,  «ad  mil  at 
the  Rune  time  tend  to  destroy  our  foreign  com' 
merce^and  tnlroduceanunfaTonble  change  in  oar 
tebita  and  iDoralH.  Bui  we  bag  leave  to  call  yonr 
l^alative  attention  especially  to  that  class  of  soci- 
ety of  which  we  ate  members,  and  to  reflect  upon 
the  consequences  that  will  reselt,  not  only  to  vs, 
hot  also  to  the  nmnooai  descriptions  of  ttadesmen 
And  artisans  who  depend  on  as  for  their  employ- 
mnt  and  sappoit,  £ram  any  suddoi  and  radioal 
change  is  our  presait  conditioa.  Our  eapitah,  to 
an  immense  amanDl,  are  Tested  in  shipping,  ware- 
bmaes,  wkarvea,  and  ether  appendages,  bdonging 
Id  mereaKttle  CBtaUisfamwta.  Wa  have  been  pre- 
1  by  eduoitiaB  «nd  habit  ibr  the  diffeMnt 


ittred  I 

DraadM 


atmclien  of  ear  jMOperty,  and  to  renomoa  (he  gvtat 
braaeh  of  mari^me  commerce  which  is  eatml 
with  the  settleraent  oi  our  oooalry  7    It  is  in  the 

E'  of  Coagieis  to  chvAc  oju  laws,  bat  it  is 
d  its  nower  to  ehang<e  Ue  force  of  nature  and 
We  have  an  estaasiTe  line  of  seacoasl. 
iedenied  with  Sns  harbors;  we  hare  a  bold  and 
enterprising  popalation<m  that  iwacoast,  to  whom 
Uie  eceui  has  Mtheilo  farnisiied  subsistenee  and 
comfort:  thiey  will,  therefore,  there  la  loo  much 
reaaon  to  believe,  not  be  withdrawn  from  it  by  any 
tariff  Ht&t  Congiess  may  tfauk  proper  to  establish. 
The  honoimUe,  coasaicoiiMs  trader,  may  be  eom- 
peUed  m  abandon  his  calling,  by  TOutm  of  the 
tegulatioBB  which  Congtces  may  impose  on  it,  bat 
tM  mmgf^wQi  tahc^b  place,  and  furnish,  on 
CU7  terms,  erery  article  of  foreign  loxury  on  which 
irlcfisIatMsaDayimposepTohDutorT  duties.   The 


9  and  shtimiiig  may  be  destroyed,  and 
their  owneta  roined,  but  they  will  be  replaced  bv 
British  diipa  ai»l  Bntish  wapehouaes  at  Montieal, 
Bt.  Andrew^,  and  on  the  Bnglish  side  of  the 
Lakes. 

We  hope  thai  the  claavof  citlaeas  who  are  .so 
Bealondy  eioployed  in  this  graat  work  of  change 
will  be  called  oa  Co  Fhgw  from  what  source  Ue 
Qovemmmi  will  detive  its  Terenne  d^ing  the 
period  that  moat  intervene  betvesa  the  orermrow 
of  the  preacnt'sysMm  and  the  eatabUshment  of 
■notlua ;  aay, wawill  «v«i  -add, aAat  it  shall  be 
•ataUislHd.  Tbs  dntiea  on  importa  are  abeady 
■oEugb  that  the  cooEumption  deoiessts  dail^ ;  and 
yet  it  iv  piopoaed  to  inareaae  thenvcane  by  inerea- 
■ng  the  imposts ;  am  own  eapeiienee  taggeHB  a 
Tary  diBercnt  remedy.  Another  potiey,  and  we 
tUnk  a  better,  would  have  lowered  die  daties,  and 
•ought  for  greater  levenue  in  increased  oonsump' 
tion.  Whilst  these  destructive  restrictions  are  to 
be  resorted  to,  we  hear  nothing  of  internal  taxes, 
when  a  moderate  and  wholesome  tax  on  domestic 


jVhaCever  mar  be  the  otrie..  _. 

the  tariff  pn^Kwed,  we  rv^aaifally  believe  the  end 


will  be  sncli  as  we  have  here  stated.  The  revwne 
will  be  diminnhed,  and  foreign  commerce  carried 
on  by  fraudulent  dealers.  We  would  ask  the  ad- 
vocates of  this  innovation  for  informatiea  as  to 
what  is  to  be  done  with  our  surplus  agricnlmral 
produciions  duriitg  the  time  of  this  violent  resiric- 
on  fotMgn  commerce.  We  know  well  how 
Co  be  disposed  of  when  our  country  shall  be 
covered  vrith  workshops  and  manufactories.  We 
are  then  to  consume  it  ourselves.  But,  as  the  in- 
terval will  certainly  be  of  many  years  duration,  it 
is  necessary  to  make  some  previous  smagemeat 
for  ibe  dispOEal  of  this  important  item.  If  we  (ax 
to  prohibition  the  produce  of  other  cotmtries,  those 
countries  will  do  the  same  by  oars.  We  hava  a 
notable  inrtancein  the  duties  imposed  by  ns  on 
the  wines'of  Pcrtogal  and  Bpain.  Of  these  we 
destroyed  the  consumption  by  exeesstre  duties; 
Spain  and  Poitagal  hare  destroyed  the  consump- 
tion of  our  corn  and  flour  by  the  same  means. 
This  fine  branch  ofirailewutliudHtroyed;  and 
how  does  the  account  stand  with  the  parties  now  1 
Wh^,  we  drink  whiskey  that  pay»no  dnties,  and 
^ain  and  Poftnoal  geygtain  from  other  countries. 
We  imposed  high  duties  on  British  goods,  and  a 
reatrlottve  duty  on  her  lonnage ;  die  defeated  oor 
tonnagedBtybyaaeqaivalentdatyan  oar  tonnage, 
and  superadded  a  boooty  to  her  own.  We  were 
glad  to  compound,  by  agtreting  to  mnore  all  dis- 
crimitutivednties  and  bonnties  on  the  ihippiogof 
1  nations.  Had  we  also  agreed  to  diminish 
._.  duties  on  such  of  her  tnanntectores  as  cannot, 
for  a  long  time,  interferewuh  our  own,  we  thotdd 
probably  not  have  witnessed  the  v^  extraordinary 
eflbrts  which  she  has  lately  mad*  to  pneore  cot- 
ion,  the  great  staple  ef  our  Southern  Stales,  from 
the  Bast  Indies,  to  the  great' prModiee of  the  value 
of  OUTS.  She  would  rtadly  tain  our  raw  mate- 
rials, and  pay  n  in  such  mann&otnies  as  we  shall 
be  tmable  to  rival,  with  Iheaid  e*ea«f  prtdiMtory 
duties,  for  a  long  aeries  of  years.  But,  if  we  take 
maasares  to  lessen  the  eale  of  her  goods^  she  will 
not  be  backward  in  retaliaitin^,  fay  leesaning,  as 
much  as  riie  can,  the  consumption  of  our  raw  ma- 
terials. UBlbr«uaidy,  we  have  no  productions 
of  aehataettr  sopeculiar  fl»to  defy  competition, 
like  the  teas  of  China,  and  ihe'vaaes  and  braodies 
of  France.  AH  ofour  prodae*)ons«relabefoand 
in  othw  countries ;  and  we  must  not  be  sut- 
ftitei  to  see  her,  at  no  distant  ^ay,  fbacae  the  ate 
of  o«r  cotiMi.aa  Portngal  nowdoes-iutof  oar 
flour.  If  Bngland  ia  the  original'  Aom  wbidi  we 
propose  to  copy  oor-'Testrietire  «ystem,  we  riioold 
CMuider  irhMher  her  situation  was  analogoas  to 
oms  when  she  adopted  hers.  We  shall'flnd  Aat 
evaiy  acre  of  her  good  load  was  in  saMvation.  and 
that  her  pcqmlation  and  capital  ware  rednMoot. 
In  none  of  these  items  is  there  a  confoNnity  with 
our  present  sitnation;  ourpopalatioaisvery  spatae, 
oemparedwith  our  immense  extent  of  temtonr; 
and  both  ear  popalaiion  and  capital  ore  feeble, 
compared  with  the  exertioiM  that  will  he  called  far 
in  this  arrangemeeL  But  ibose  sre  not  the  only 
diffiot^tes  we  shall  bare  to  contond  whb.  We 
hare  jBst  stated  to  you  thedfot  of  the  rivalry  and 
oouaAcraeiion  of  other  miioD«,  asJitTaspMU  the 
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«sports  of  our  surplus  piodactiont.  Web^leare 
to  ckII  your  atientioEi  to  the  actual  situation  of 
EDgland,  as  it  respects  her  ezportn.  Everjr  aation 
in  Europe  is  at  war  with  her  restrictive  sjsten), 
and  have,  by  their  couoteraction,  reduced  her  idb.ii- 
ufaciurioK  establishmeDls,  and  the  persons  cooneci' 
ed  with  them,  to  k  condition  of  unparalleled  dis- 
trefia.  Bven  this,  our  proposed  lueasure,  is  princi- 
pally levelled  at  her.  The  fact  is,  thai  as  long  as 
we  nave  sarplus  productions  we  must  eznort,  and, 
«s  long  as  we  export,  we  must  iinport.  But,  if  we 
detenrnne  uot  to  import,  and  effect  this  purpose 
either  by  piohibition  or  by  excessive  duties,  we 
must  be  prepared  to  meet  a  corresponding  feding 
on  the  part  of  other  nations,  and  to  suffer  the  in- 
con  venieDces  that  have  unifonnlf  attended  restrict- 
ed commerce,  both  as  it  respects  our  revenue  and 
agricultural  interests. 

It  is  not  only  on  general  i^inciples  that  we 
object  to  tbe  proposed  plan  of  reelrietion  and  high 
^tiea,  but  we  ate  also  urged  by  the  peculiarity  of 
our  own  situation  to'  remonstrate  against  their  — 
equal  and  unjust  operation.  During  the  last 
or  three  years,  the  agffregate  of  tbe  eommerce  of 
the  United  States  has  been  prodnctiveofgieatlass 
to  those  who  hare  been  concerned  in  foreign  trade ; 
ao  that  the  merchanL  who  should  only  oe  the  or- 

?:n  through  which  tbe  revenue  is  conveyed  to  the 
reasury,  has  in  fact  been  burdened  with  a  very 
large  proportion  of  the  duty  which  was  intended 
to  tall  on  the  consumer.  The  diminution  of  cap- 
ital has  been  such  as  to  produce  many  and  very 
heavy  failures  throughout  the  maritime  ports  of 
the  Union.  Asloog  tkereforeas  this  state  of  things 
continued,  we,  as  before  observed,  bad  hoped  that 
BO  additional  duties  would  have  been  imposed, 
inasmuch  as  those  now  levied  have  such  an  une- 
qual, and  we  may  add,  unjust  bearing.  We  have 
waited,  wilhom  murmuring,  in  hopes  that  a  change 
of  circumstances  might  enable  us  to  receive  a 
decent  return  for  the  employment  of  our  capital 
and  labor,  but  we  had  not  imagined  that  an  aggn- 
vaiion  of  our  lufierings  woulacome  from  a  quar- 
ter wherewe  look  onlyfor  relief.  If  we  are  asked 
why,  under  such  grMi  disBdvantagee,  we  hare 
continued  to  import  foreign  praductioBi,  we  an- 
awer  that,  during  the  whole  period,  there  has  been 
a  gradual  diminuticw  of  metcaBlite  establiihmuits 
thfooghoat  the  Union ;  that  those  whose  capital 
has  ^incipally  been  invested  in  ibimnng  uve 
cheruhed  a  hope  that  the  reaction  etHUcqtient  on 
-  the  convulsed  stale  of  the  commeretal  world  during 
the  last  twenty-Sve  yean  would  soon  cease  to 
operate;  and  moreover  that  it  cannot  be  expected 
that,  aa  long  as  there  ai«  even  hopet  of  im|wove- 
ment,  a  very  numeroBs  deaeription  of  persons 
t^ould  ahnndoD  «  calling  to  which  they  have  been 
anifonnly  devoted,  and  of  which  only  they  have 
any  kitowledge.  But  there  are  not  wanting  other 
oonaitleralions  of  a  very  serious  natare  whica  must 
bare  ceeaped  the  notice  of  those  who  [Ht^poae  an 
iMreaae  of  duties  at  this  time,  even  presuming  that 
rach  increase  would  improve  the  revenue.  Sure- 
Ir  it  wiU  be  allowed  that  the  measure  of  taxation 
•nould  be  proportioned  to  the  means  of  pa^nient. 
1b  out  Bountry  we  have  no  ot'-~  — ■• *■-- 


fixing  the  extent  of  these  means  than  the  value  of 
our  agricnllural  productions;  and  if  we  ere  to  be 
influenced  by  a  test  of  so  natural  a  character,  tre 
are  bold  to  affirm  that  since  the  adoption  of  the 
present  Constitution  we  have,  with  tbe  exceptions 
of  the  periods  of  war  and  embargo,  at  no  time 
been  in  a  condition  so  illy  prepared  to  face  an  io- 
eresAC  of  taxes.  We  believe  that,  tbroughoat  oni 
whole  country,  the  products  of  our  agriculture  are 
in  a  state  of  extreme  depression.  There  may  be 
some  few  exceptions,  one  of  which  we  shall  have 
occasion  to  speak  of  hereafter;  but,  as  a  general 
observation,  we  think  onrsdves  correct ;  at  all 
events,  we  can  speak  with  confidence  as  to  the  ar- 
tide  of  Bout,  tbe  great  staple  of  the  Middle  Staiea. 
In  a  note  which  we  transmit  herewith,  you  will 
find  that  the  average  prices  of  flour,  from  tbe  year 
1789  up  to  the  present  period,  have  uniformly 
exceeded  that  whieb  jnrevails  at  this  time.  Now, 
as  the  price  of  nrovisions  regulates  the  i»iee  of 
every  species  of  labor,  we  find  that  the  latter  has 
also  declined  proportionably  in  its  value ;  and  that 
tbe  means  of  enjoyment,  or  even  support,  are  very 
much  contracted  in  every  department  of  life^ 
How  then  are  we  to  support  the  present  rate  of 
taxes,  DO  far  above  the  rales  of  those  which  pre- 
vailed in  the  early  day  of  onr  Constitntion.VMD 
our  means  are  reduced  even  below  the  standard  of 
that  age  7  Wecan  only  support  them  by  rigid  econ- 
omy, which  now  pervades  every  branch  of  society. 
And  lei  us  here  observe,  that  the  very  causes  which 
operate  so  unfavorably  to  the  agricultural  and 
commercial  interests  have  a  tendency  directly  op- 
posite, as  it  respects  those  who  are  concerned  m 
manufacturing  establishments.  Every  cent  which 
is  dedncted  from  the  price  of  labor  is  an  additional 
bounty  to  them.  A  cotton  factory  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Boston,  eelahlished  on  sound  princi- 
ple!<,  as  it  respects  capital  and  conduct,  has  given 
an  annual  dividend  of  Iwdve  per  cent,  for  some 
years.  We  do  not  believe  that,  during  the  same 
period,  there  has  been  in  the  Middle  Sute»an  equal 
mvesiment  in  commerce  or  agricultnre  that  has 
given  equal  emolument ;  and  yet  it  is  contetnnUted 
to  saoriflce  the*e  unerring  sources  of  wealth  and 
power  merely  to  promote  the  views  of  a  small  class 
of  citizens ;  and  that,  too,  without  any  reasonable 
expeelatioB  of  teeing  their  theories  reduced  to 
beneftoial  piactiee. 

We  here  beg  leave  to  cbose,  for  the  present,  oor 
^eral  observaiioiis  as  to  tbe  eiperfitnay  of  inerea- 
sing  tbe  present  rate  of  duiiei,  and  shall  proceed 
to  make  some  few  of  a  iBore  specific  character  as 
it  respects  some  of  tbe  leading  articles  in  the  pro- 
posed vmS;  and  we  do  this  the  more  cheerfully, 
as  we  feel  satisfied  that  it  will  appear,  from  the 
facts  we  shall  present  to  your  view,  that  the  exist- 
ing rate  of  duties,  so  far  from  being  enhanced, 
should  be,  in  many  instances,  reduced,  if  it  be  in- 
tended to  a^ily  them  to  the  benedcial  purposes  of 


lAipianand  Groctriei. 
Wii»t». — We  observe  that  the  daty  on  thi*  im- 
portant article  is  left  in  Maok  to  be  filled  up.    In 
tbe  oourae  of  these  remark*,  aitd  also  in  a  memo- 
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liai  vhich  we  l^tdj  praseBted  to  the  CoDgcesi,  we 
hne  shown  the  deelnietive  eSecta  pnwiced  by 
high  duties  on  wines ;  and  it  afibrds  hd  ioslractive 
lesson  to  UB  foi  our  future  couiuct  in  regard  to 
laying  high  duties  on  artjcin  which  are  considered 
as  Inxunes.  We  promoted  the  agriculcural  as 
-well  as  CDmmercial  interests  of  the  Union  by  ez- 
cfaaogimg  our  provisions  aod  luraber  for  the  wines 


we  imposed  such  high  duties  that  we  ha?e,  in  a 
great  measure,  destroyed  the  consumption  of  them, 
.and  we  have  loal  tiie  sale  of  the  ptorisioQs  which 
we  gBTS  in  eichaoge  for  them.  As  it  has  not 
.pleased  the  Lord  lo  giant  us  any  vineyards,  and  as 
we  once  found  this  a  profitable  article  of  leveaue, 
when  properly  managed,  we  trust  it  will  not  o^nd 
the  most  fiutidiouB  economist  if  we  Tespeeirolly 
suggest  to  fou  the  propriety  of  treading  back  on 
our  steps,  and  reducing,  by  almost  one-half,  the 
duties  Bctually  paid.  Perhaps  it  may  poMJuce  a 
policy  on  the  partof  Spain  aadPortugaiio  retrace 
their  steps,  and  to  remove  the  reMriction  which 
they  ha*e  imposed  on  our  productions.  We  may 
then  again  hare  a  chanae  of  calling  on  the  &rmers 
for  some  part  of  the  sarplns  gram  which,  from 
preoent  appcanmees,  they  are  likely  to  hare  on 

Brandy, — We  find  this  article,  in  the  existing 
as  well  as  in  the  proposed  tarifl)  classed  with  spirits 
of  other  denominations.  We  think  that  brandies 
(to  use  a  plaral  term)  should  be  classed,  and  that 
Freoch  bnndy  should  pay  at  least  fiAy  pet  cent, 
mote  duty  than  any  other  species,  not  only  because 
the  Flench  Oovernment  are  endearoriDg  la  wrett 

.  a  pert  of  our  carrying  trade  from  us,  but  because 
tlie  brandies  of  France  are  of  a  peculiar  character 
as  to  goodness,  and  conuot  be  supplied  (of  equal 
<lUBltty  and  request)  by  any  oth^  nation  ;  and  ace, 
in  fact,  of  iar  greater  value  at  the  place  of  their 
growth  than  anjf  other.    If  any  difficulty  should 

.  occur  in  feparabn^  them  froni  other  brandies  in 
the  tariff,  ibey  might,  we  cwceire,  be  properlv 
admitted  into  the  Ust  of  ad  valurem  arliclK  with 

■  the  othaic ;  and  we  tbould  then  tax  (hem  by  ralue, 
which,  in  this  oue,  we  ihoiild  consider  the  true 
criterion  for  the  nmsure  of  doty.  The  tariff,  as  it 
nowataada,  rirtnally  prohibits  the  importation  of 
6puii|h  brandy  ;  but  aswedouotapitfoveof  high 

.  dutin,  eKotpt  in  most  fecial  oases,  wc  ptopoM  to 
ptoduoc  the  ^fect  of  reducing  the  duty  now  paid 
'  '  hraody,  so  as  to  leave  that  of  France 


high,  in  oat  opinion.  It  has  been  a  sDureeofgreaC 
eraolnmmi  to  oar  revenue,  but,  under  the  present 
rate  of  duly,  the  consumption,  as  far  as  we  can 
judre,  is  very  rapidly  deoItoiDr.     It  rMummends 

-  its^,  moreover,  to  our  favor,  l>y  its  being  one  of 
the  principal  articles  of  payment  given  in  the  West 
Indies  for  our  agricultural  productions.  If  we  drive 
it  from  our  market,  we  must  expect  these  produc- 
tions wilt  be  treated  there  in  the  same  manner  as 
they  have  been  treated  in  Spain  and  Poitugal. 

'.  Even  mder  the  existing  tariil^  we  oontemplale 


that  this  will  be  its  fate  ere  lona;  but,  under  the 
poposed  addition  of  duty,  it  will  not  be  imported 
in  a  way  Ihal  wit)  yield  any  efficient  benefit  to  the 
revenue.  Indeed,  we  are  not  without  nomeihing 
more  than  apprehension,  that  a  considerable  quan- 
iiitroduced  in  a  claQdestine  maimer; 
nor  Deed  you  be  surprised  that  ii  is  so,  when  every 

Siuncheon  thus  introduced  affords  a  profit  of  from 
□rty  to  fifty  dollars. 

<%te.— Almost  every  observation  we  have  made 
in  respect  to  mm  may  be  applied  to  this  article. 
We  are  of  opinion  that  the  present  duty  of  five 
cents  per  pound  is  too  high,  and  we  are  persuaded 
that  a  reduction  of  one  per  cent,  per  pound  would 
have  a  bvorable  effect  on  the  revenue.  We  con- 
is  far  as  that  rev- 
^cted,  and  as  far  as  we  can  afford 
to  pay  it ;  but  we  think  the  present  duty  sufficient- 
ly high  to  invite  lo  the  frequent  breach  of  our  rev- 
enue laws  I  and  we  are  satisfied  that,  in  our  part 
of  the  country,  the  cousumptioa  has  very  much 
decreased. 

Sugar. — This  is  a  most  important  article,  net 
only  as  it  respects  the  revenue,  but  as  forming  a 
leading  iwm  in  the  comforts,  we  may  even  say  the 
necesfarits  of  life.  Without  any  certain  data,  we 
venture  to  estimate  the  quantity  of  this  article  con- 
sumed in  the  United  Staiea  at  60,000,000  pounds, 
Sroducing,  at  three  cents  per  pound,  a  revenue  01 
.1,800,000.  When  the  duty  was  imposed  on  sugar, 
it  was  intended  for  the  purpose  of  revenue  only; 
and  it  was  not  contemplated  that,  in  our  coimtry,  ' 
there  existed  a  climate  and  soil  calculated  for  its 
production.  But  during  the  last  few  years  a  ce^ 
tain  portion  of  Louisiana  has  been  found  to  possess 
these  advaulages;  and  such  has  been  the  rapidity 
with  which  they  have  bpen  improved,  that  it  is 
estimated  that  the  produce  of  Louisiana  will  amount 
this  year  to  about  40,000  hogsheads,  of  900  pounds 
each,  or  a  total  of  36,000,000  pounds.  As  no  duty 
is  paid  on  ihb  enormous  amount,  that  which  is 
paid  on  sugar  from  other  countries  operates  as  a 
protecting  duty  to  it,  and  gradually  loses  the  char- 
acter of  a  revenue  duty,  and  will  soon  cease  to 
exist  as  such ;  because  the  increased  cultivation  in 
Louisiana  bids  fair  to  supersede  the  necessity  of 
importing  from  other  countries.  There  will  then 
have  occurred,  for  the  pre3>.nl  year,  a  deficit,  in 
this  single  item,  of  $1 ,080,000.  But,  without  an- 
lieipating  the  consummation  of  the  deficit,  we  beg 
Itave  lo  call  your  attention  lo  that  which  will,  in 
our  opinion,  ce  sustained  in  the  jiresent  year.  We 
have  slated  already,  on  the  bent  information  we 
can  proeurb)  that  the  last  crop  anoimted  to  about 
36,000,000  pounds.  This  sugar,  being  protected 
by  our  present  high  duties,  is  wholly  consumed  in 
the  United  States;  and  ev«y  huadt«d  weight  of 
sugar  imported  from  foreign  countries,  admitting  ' 
it  cost  the  same  price,  must  be  sold  for  three  doi- 
Ian  more,  in  order  to  indemnify  the  importer.  But 
inasmuch  a.i  the  sugarx  of  the  West  Indies  require 
twice  the  labor  and  expense  requisite  inLouiaiana, 
the  price  at  which  thty  are  bought  by  us  cannot 
be  supposed  to  be  less.  Thus  it  evidently  appears 
that  the  whole  dutv  which  is  thus  subtracted  frmn 
our  revenue,  is  neitner  more  nor  less  than  a  bounty 
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gmntcd  to  the  logar  pUntcnof  Louifiaiu;  and 
that  the amooutthusgniDtedoD  36,000,000 poundi, 
U  three  dollars,  is  91,080,000.  Bat  tbii  ii  Dot  all. 
It  is  generally  nndentood  that  two  hogsheads  of 
lUgar  yield  odc  hogihead  of  molasses,  aad  this 
latter  an  equal  qosatity  of  rum;  to  that  there  will 
exist  the  nialerials  for  20,000  hogsheads  of  nini, 
which,  u  (he  moderate  estimate  of  one  hundred 
dollars  each,  at  a  buuaty  of  thirty  cents  per  sal- 
loD,  will  amoant  to  «600,000;  if  not  distilled, 
it  will  only  receire  a  bounty  of  980,000.  But  ad- 
milting  ooe-half  to  bu  used  without  disiiUation, 
and  the  other  to  be  coarerted  into  rmD,  the  mean 
Bnm  will  be     -  -  -  -      «340,000 

Which,  added  to  the  bounty  on  sugar,    1,090,000 


Then  the  aggregate  bounty  will  be        Slv*30.000 


WedoDDt  pKl«nd  lo  be       . 

mate,  beeaiue  we  receive  the  prinoipal  data  from 

5 nblic  report  Bat  we  are  wiiUog  to  make  large 
eductions  from  its  amoant ;  and  we  will  tuppcve 
that  the  amonat  paid  at  a  bonnty  to  LouisiaDa  for 
the  present  year  wilt  amount  only  to ^91,000,000. 
Asprobably  tbesubjecthasnol  b^n  considered  iu 
this  point  of  new.  the  result  may  be  matterof  sur- 
prise ;  and  we  shall  no  longer  be  at  a  loss  to  aeeonat 
rai  B  diminution  of  onr  rereaue  in  one  of  its  most 
imporlant  branches.  But  there  is  a  feature  in 
this  protecnug  duly  of  bo  sioenlar  a  cast  that  we 
do  not  believe  it  can  be  paralleled  in  the  history 
of  oommercial  bounties.  It  seems  that  the  soil 
calculated  for  raising  migsr  caae  in  Louisiana  is 
reiy  limited,  and  tbai  Ote  culture  of  it  is  as  yet 
conSned  to  a  small  number  of  persoas.  We  do 
not  believe  that  the  number  of  sugar  planters  ex- 
ceeds from  one  to  two  hundred.  We  caanat  roucb 
ftir  the  correctaess  of  the  estimate;  bat,  prcsaning 
it  to  be  correct,  and  that  ttie  aomber  of  planters 
amooBis,  say  to  one  hundred,  then,  anumiog  our 
reduced  estimate  of  bounty  of  $1,000,000,  ii  will 
appear  that  the  United  States  grant  an  average 
Him  of  ten  thouwad  dollars  per  annum  to  each  of 
tbne  hundred  plantenj  or  five  ihovsand  dollars, 
if  their  nsmber  be  two  hundred.  If  these  state- 
m«au  be  correct— «Dd  the  Le^ature  have  betur 
means  (ban  we  possess  for  ascertaining  their  cor- 
rectness—we preaame  that  no  comment  is  ne- 
ceaary. 

Again  :  we  are  not  to  snppose  that  die  aril  «nds 
here,  and  that  we  are  to  stmer  no  other  iaeonv^- 
nience  tban  the  payment  of  ^eae  ^leodid  nne- 
enrcs.  Wehaveaowtopreaent  tfaecawUtTonia 
a  point  infinitely  more  interesting,  and  audi  m  we 
trust  will  excite  the  mostserioaa  nttentitm  on  the 
part  of  Congress.  We  have  suppMcd  that  the 
consumption  of  sui^t  in  the  United  Stales  amooMs 
to  about  biity  miirions  of  ponnds  ;  and  in  the  cati- 
maleof  the  crop  now  delivering  at  New  Orleans  we 
have  rated  it  thirt)r-tii  millions  of  pounds.  There 
is,  then,  only  required  an  increase  of  twmty-fonr 
millioDB  of  pounds  in  the  growth  of  Louisiana 
sugars  to  complete  (he  sup^y  for  the  actual  de- 
mand of  the  whole  Union.  From  the  rate  at  whieb 
thov  hare  increased  for  someyears,  the  production 
will  soon  have  attained  to  thio  potat ;  and  the  iat- 


portation  of  foreign  sugars  and  nmi,  aa  artidea  of 
consumption  will,  of  necessity,  eease.  The  eon- 
seqastKes  of  this  change  will  be  much  more  seri- 
ous than  they  at  first  appear. 

Our  cammerce  with  ^e  Wect  Indies  is,  in  oar 
present  si tnation,  of  the  greaiest  importance  to  one 
uriMiltnral  as  well  as  to  onr  maritime  interests. 
Eicluded  from  tbe  poits  of  Eunpe  by  oar  own 
bad  poliev,  our  provisions  andlnDsberhavescaiett- 
ly  any  other  mart  tban  the  West  Indies ;  and  the 
principal  returns  which  they  afford  are  sugu,  rum, 
and  molaases.  Now,  if  these  are  wholly  drivea 
from  constmption,  we  mnst  cease  to  receive  them 
in  payment,  for  we  cannot  coniinue  to  import 
them  with  a  chance  of  being  iadondified  for  their 
coat,  by  reahii^ing  than  to  Europe ;  and  if  we 
caoBot  receive  them  in  payment,  onr  agricnln- 
tal  products  will  of  nccenity,  be  rejected,  and 
this  other  branch  of  commerce  will  cither  ex|Hr^ 
o*  be  continued  in  a  vary  diminiahedand  Uogutsb- 
ing  ec»ditLon. 

There  is  also  another  view  of  this  subject, 
whieh  we  concider  of  impcHlance.  We  have  stn- 
itd  Iheamoant  of  sugar  nuide  in  LonisiBna  this 
year  to  be  86,000,000  pomidi,  which,  rated  at 
tbe  moderate  price  of  seven  doUais  per  hnndred 
pounds,  will  amoimt  to  92,580,000;  of  which 
amount  we  have  shown  that  we  now  pay  as  boun- 
ty more  than  91,000,000,  and  that  wiMn  the  qnan- 
ttiy  shall  have  inorensed  to  the  meaaioe  of  onr 
suppoacd  cenmsqitioD,  (60,000,000,)  the  bountf 
wAl  beiocreascd  lo  91,800,000,  cxoEosive  of  that 
which  which  will  accrue  on  the  rum  and  molajaas. 
Thnsan  enormous  and  increasing  contrUntioB  ia 
levied  OB  every  individual  in  tbe  Union,  to  pwupee  a 
few  individuals  living  in  the  most  remote  and  moat 
hvotad  angle  of  onr  country.    To  add  to  thai 


and  I 

dissolve  those  branches  of  fneign 
through  which  we  are  to  receive  our  supplies,  in 
the  event  of  being  at  war  with  a  nation  having  a 
maritime  force  superior  to  oar  own.  It  will  be  in 
vain  that  we  diall  be  told  that  the  coaimace  which 
we  lose  will  be  le^aeed  by  that  of  Lootsiana. 
The  wholeof  thenurilimC'StateGfainish  scarcely 
a  aiogle  artiele  with  which  ahe  cannot  *up^  her- 
self without  our  assistaoc&  Thenlueol  onrv- 
ports  10  New  Orleans,  n  native  prodnetion^  is  so 
smalL  and  diminiihes  n  nptdly,'  tfaM  IiooMiaBK 
bids  Air,  and  that  ncv  soon,  to  stud  in  the  snow 
relation  to  us  with  Chtna.  We  -mHit  aend  onr 
specie  to  purchase  her  prodocliona,  and  that,  too, 
when  dtey  ^il  no  lonn  "VT  ^*  bennliea  now 
granted  by-oa  with  such  prodi^ltty. 

We  ore  sensiUe  that  the  bounty  (fat  aneh  it  is, 
in  elect  J  granted  on  the  sngnr.  ram,  nnd  molaiaea, 
has  not  been  praduced  by  any  legislative  act  hnor 
ed  for  the  purpose  of  revenue,  and  which,  fay  the 
gradual  increase  of  these  articles,  ha*  been  vii- 
tnally  converted  into  «  bounty,  and  the  meaMte 
of  iheif  increase  is  predsdy  that  by  which  wemay 
estimate  the^MOgiessive  reduction  of  our  revena^ 
and  of  otir  West  India  trade.  In  the  infancy  of 
the  sDgar  establishments  on  the  MiaaMppi,  it 
might  have  been  ptodent  to  grant  psotetaioa,  aad 
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eren  poiitiTe  bomitf,  if  reqnirri^  but  in  their  pre- 
■ent  state  of  prosperity,  ■vrhea  it  is  BsCertainEd  that 
BO  species  of  agricatntre  can  compare  with  thn  as 
to  emolameDt  we  think  it  is  time  to  withdraw  a 
portion  of  the  oonnty,  and  apply  it  (o  other  branches 
of  agricDlture,  which,  in  their  turn,  require  sap- 
port.  Our  flour,  our  com,  our  tobacco,  our  rice, 
our  salted  fish,  and  lumber,  call  for  support  But 
we  do  not  ask  ibr  it  in  the  form  of  restricted  du- 
ties, but  in  the  removal  of  such  as  operate  to  de- 
press those  staptje  commodiileE.  Bo  fir  are  we 
nomapproTinKi^  an  increase  in  the  duties  of  rum, 
sa^r,  and  morasseis  ''■ot  ^^  think  it  will  be  both 
wise  and  jost  od  the  part  of  oar  GoTetnmeni 
reduce  by  one-half  the  amount  of  those  which  now 
exist  on  those  articles.  It  is  a  most  oppressive  tai 
on  the  farmer  of  the  seaboard  to  pay,  as  a  protect- 
ing duty  on  a  barrel  of  New  Orleans  sngar,  sereii 
biBbela  of  wheat,  at  the  prioe!i  of  the  i>resent  day  ; 
mai  how  much  more  opptenive  is  it  still,  that  this 
raormoDs  bonnty,  iriien  paid,  shotdd  operate 
ilcstroy  the  rale  of  bis  produce  in  the  marts 
which  it  has  been  tnnally  exported?  Bticfa,  how- 
ever, is  the  extent  of  the  tax,  and  nich  its  e^ct. 
In  asking  thos  for  a  dimindtton  of  duty  on  West 
India  produce,  we  do  not  Bpprehet>d  a  diminution 
of  the  rerenne;  the  existing  ni^  duties  have  con- 
tributed principally  to  the  great  redn^Eion  on  the 
consumption  of  it.  We  contemplBte  very  favvra- 
We  reanlts  to  the  revenue,  which  the  enlarged  con- 
mmption,  tinder  redticed  prices,  will  create;  and 
that  MOD  ^e  most  benefietal  effects  wfll  be  Ml  in 
dte  tmportBnt  branches  of  agricuhore  and  com- 
merce. 

Having  thns  respectfully  taken  a  view  of  the 
immediate  and  prospective  operation  of  the  actual 
iatf  on  sugar,  we  snail  dose  our  protracted  obser- 
vations on  this  most  important  item,  begging  leave 
to  invite  the  particular  alteniion  of  the  Congress 
to  it,  lu  well  from  considerations  of  general  policy 
as  from  those  which  attach  peculiarly  to  agricul- 
Vne  and  commerce. 

Moltuia. — Our  observations  on  sagar  apply  with 
eqoal,  if  not  greater,  force  to  molatsea.  U  is  the 
humble  and  nutritious  tweet  reuried  to'  by  ibose 
who  cannot  afford  to  buy  sugar,  and  seasons  the 
simple  repast  of  all  ages  and  of  all  sexes.  If  we 
do  not  ask  a  redaction  of  the  present  duty,  we  at 
least  doirecate  an  advance,  more  es[>eciallv  as  (hat 
called  ior  by  the  new  tariff  will  still  add  to  the 
bounty  now  granted  to  the  planters  of  Louisiana. 

la  respect  to  all  the  actual  and  proposed  duties 
on  the  raiportant  items  of  cotton  and  woollen 
^Doda,  we  anbjoin  a  body  of  notes,  showing  what 
B  and  will  be  the  efiect  of  the  proposed  cBange*. 
The  observations  which  aceotnpany  them  are 
made  by  a  practical  mercbant,  and  we  conceive 
are  highly  worthy  of  eonsiderafion.  It  will  be 
seen  that  the  present  dnties  operate  as  a  very 
heavy  lax  on  the  comnmer ;  that  they  are  ■bin- 
danily  large  for  the  protection  of  our  mamifac-  | 
tnres,  and  that  the  proposed  advance  will  not  only  I 
tend  to  diminish  our  revenoe,  but  to  prodnoe  tbe  ' 
most  demoralizing  effects  in  our  soeie^.  The  im-  i 
porters  of  woollen  and  cotton  goods,  whatever 
may  be  their  optniona  as  to  Ae  ptcMot  rate  of  to- 1 
leth  Com.  lit  Ssia'— 77 


ties,  are  of  opinion  that  the  duties,  generalFy  speak- 
ing, are  fairly  paid  ;  but  they  have  no  hcsitatioh 
in  declaring  that  the  proposed  advance  will  have 
the  effifCt  of  prodneing  a  very  eitrtisive  branch  it 
contraband  trade.  As  fat  as  our  own  opinion  may 
have  wei^t,  we  do  not  hesitate  lo  !>ay  ibat,  if  the 
present  high  duties  will  not  protect  onr  maniirac- 
tures,  it  is  an  evident  proof  that  we  are  not  pre- 
pared, under  our  present  circumi^Bnces,  to  engage 
more  extensively  in  them,  and  that  justice  and 
•onnd  policy  req^uire  that  we  should  not  increase 
the  actual  bounties.  Nay,  we  are  of  opinion  that, 
in  some  instances,  the  proposed  increase,  amonnt- 
ing  to  prohibiiton,  would  injure  our  manufaeiures 
as  well  as  our  revenue.  In  fact,  we  do  not  con- 
sider either  oar  population  or  m<ansarebucb  as  to 
'"""'"  ngnge  in  such  as  may  rival  tbe  finer 


productions  ofihe  Etiropran  lootoM.  We  respect- 
fully btlieve,  for  the  present,  we  ought  to  be  satis- 
fied with  the  manufactures  of  coarse  goods,  and 


leave  to  those  who  lake  our  raw  materials  thesop- 
ply  of  fine  goods.  The  purposes  of  coinmrrCe  as 
well  as  revenue  will  thus  be  promoted.  At  aiiy 
rate,  the  eslaMisfament  of  new  branehts  of  mann- 
facmres  is  the  work  of  time ;  aod  something  more 
than  a  desire  to  establish  those  of  fine  goods  should 
be  manifested  before  weprtjceed  to  sinke  a  deadly 
blow  at  other  branches  of  industry,  of  the  greatest 
national  interest,  and  on  which  the  prosperity  and 
happiness  of  our  country  have  hitherto  bein  found- 
ed. It  would  seem  well  to  pause  before  it  be  de- 
termined by  any  legislative  means  lo  effect  any 
sudden  change  in  the  habits  and  cbaraclcr  of  our 
population.  It  would  he  well,  we  respectfully  be- 
lieve, to  examine  cautiously  tnose  which  we  ate 
to  assume  in  Itru  of  those  which  we  are  called  on 
to  renonnce.  Our  institutions  have  hitherto  beeti 
nich  as  to  renderour  happinesn  provetbial.  What, 
On  the  other  hand,  is  the  eondilton  of  those  whottt 
we  are  attempting  lo  imitate  in  this  new  career? 
The  manoftictories  and  #Drksheps  of  England  are 
tbe  nurseriesof  pauperism  and  discontent.  Ooebt 
we  to  wish  to  rival  her  in  tine  muKlins  or  splendid 
toys  t  If  onr  poor  rates  like  hers,  are  to  amount 
to  thirty-six  millions  of  dollars,  and  if  our  soldiers 
aod  fattfiers  are  to  be  employed  in  suppressing  the 
insurrections  of  our  manufacturers,  let  her  enjo^ 
the  emolumentsaod  mi!<erie^of  hermanuractunni; 
system,  and  let  us  avoid  it  until  a  crowded  popo^ 
Itcton  may  render  it  expedient  and  secQre.  We 
have  known  of  many  etiempts  in  Borope  at  the 
hotbed  process  of  raising  manuftcinres,  and  we 
believe  that  it  has  almost  univerDatly  failed. — 
The  truth  is,  in  n>snrct  to  legislation  on  this  sub- 
ject, the  Congress  have  done  all  that  they  can  do, 
if  vie  are  to  expect  revenue  from  our  imports. 
They  have  peopled  districts,  and  have  condocted 
them  properly,  acknowledge  that  they  are  suffi- 
ciently protected  by  oUr  present  dnties,  and  they 
ask  no  advance.  Bat  this  is  not  enoDgh.  We 
mun  lay  the  groundwork  of  a  general  sjjstem  of 
manufacturing,  and,  as  a  prelude  to  it,  it  is  pro- 
posed to  begin  by  dentroying  our  whole  commer* 
ctal  and  agricullural  sypums  at  one  sweeping 
blow;  for  such  promises  to  be  the  result  of  the 
pTopwed  tariff.   It  would  be  leaiooaUe  to  sttppote 
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from  the  siuomary  mode  of  proceeding  coDtem- 
pbted,  that  ibe  looms  and  ibe  anvils  and  the  ai- 
tisU  were  impa(ient])r  waiting  foi  the  signal  from 
Congress,  to  aupply  us  with  cbintzes  and  inuslinB, 
with  needles  and  watchos.  But  so  far  from  this 
being  the  case,  we  do  not  believe  that  ibe  adro- 
cates  of  this  important  change  have  in  contem- 

Slatiou  one  single  brancb  of  ibe  higbei  class  of 
abrica }  and  il  will  be  prudent  for  tbem  (o  abstain 
from  engaging  in  them.  Their  efforts,  supported 
by  legisiatioa,  will  be  unequal  lo  ibe  attainment 
of  tbe  proposed  end.  As  before  observed,  we  may 
ruin  the  fair  merchant,  but  we  cannot  suppress  the 
trade  when  transferred  to  the  smuggler,  who  will 
undersell  our  own  manufacturers. 

If  the  spirit  in  which  these  exactions  are  made 
is  characteristic  of  tbe  new  system  wbicb  is  to  be 
introduced,  we  confess  that  we  should  for  ibis 
alone  deprecate  its  progress;  for,  if  it  is  thus  in 
tbe  gristle,  what  will  it  be  in  the  bone?  It  neeks 
to  destroy  one  great  and  hitherto  beneficial  sys- 
tem, before  it  is  prepared  10  furnish  a  substitute. 
. It  aWisbes  imposts  tnat  are  paid  with  fidelity,  and 
calls  for  others  that  we  seriously  fear  will  not  be 
paid.  The  interests  that  it  places  in  advance  of 
all  others  are  those  of  only  a  few,  compared  with 
those  whose  interests  it  seeks  to  demolish.  Wbal, 
on  tbe  other  hand,  has  been  the  conduct  of  the  far- 
mer and  the  merchant  1  Thejr  hare  borne  with 
cheerfulness,  and  discharged  with  punctuality,  the 
lazes  which  hare  been  imposed  on  them,  whether 
for  the  support  of  Government,  or  for  the  promo- 
tion of  other  branches  of  industry;  they  have  seen 
their  commerce  injured  in  some  points,  and  de- 
atioyed  in  others;  tney  have  furnished  the  means 
of  paying  what  may  be  considered  as  bounties  to 
domestic  manufactures,  to  the  fullest  extent  of 
good  policy  i  and  yet,  far  from  even  murmuring, 
or  torturing  Congress  by  their  repeated  demani^, 
they  have  either  sufi'ered  in  silence,  or  restricted 
themselves  to  susgestiog  measures  which  would 
promote  the  public  weal  as  well  as  their  own. 
Ate  Ihey,  then,  after  their  patience  under  pro- 
tracted sufferings,  to  be  calt^  on,  in  ihia  time  of 
general  distress,  to  sustain  new  injuries  in  their 
apicultural  interests,  and  to  have  their  commer- 
cial establishments  overthrown,  and  even  the  very 
nature  of  their  being  changed,  merely  to  promote 
the  delusive  projects  of  a  Tew  interested  individ- 
uals 1  They  have  too  much  confidence  in  the 
wisdom  of  the  National  Legislature  to  suppose 


our  condition,  and,  in  the  end,  to  produce  effects 
the  very  contrary  to  what  they  proiess. 

Your  memorialists  respectfully  remark,  that  they 
are  opposed  not  only  to  the  principle  of  the  pro- 
posed tariff,  but  also  to  the  details  to  which  it  is 
applied;  and  that,  so  for  from  adding  one  cent  to 
the  present  duties,  it  is  our  opinion  that  an  increase 
of  revenue  aod  an  improvement  in  our  general 
condition  can  oaly  be  expected  by  a  diminution 
in  the  existing  duties,  especially  on  the  articles  re- 
ferred to,  and  more  particularly  the  wasteful  bounty 
on  thesuftars,  mm.  and  molBsses  of  Louisiana; 
and,  finally,  that  the  actually  depreased  state  of 


agriculture  and  commerce  calls  fot  such  gentle 
and  considerate  measures  on  the  part  of  Congress 
as  may  strengthen  the  confi^dence  in  and  attach- 
ment to  the  Government  of  tbe  citizens,  and  for 
the  rejection  of  all  those  which,  like  the  projected 
tariff,  must  be  likely  lo  have  an  opposite  tendency. 
There  exist  already  in  the  Union  of  these  Slates 
too  many  sectional  causes  of  weakness  to  make  it 
expedient  to  increase  their  effect  by  artificial  means. 
The  endeavor  should  be  to  retard,  and  nol  to  haft- 
ten,  a  crisis  which  all  must  contemplate  with 
horror.    Although  it  is  not  our  particular  view  (o 

S've  an  opinion  relative  lo  the  general  finances  of 
e  Union,  yet,  as  we  are  practically  connected 
with  ihevarioushranchesof  commerce  from  which 
our  revenue  is  derived,  the  sucgestious  which  we 
presume  to  offer  may  nol  be  wholly  useless.  We 
think  th.re  is  tbe  most  satisfactory  proof  that  the 
consumption  of  every  species  ofgoods  imported 
from  Europe  and  the  £^st  and  WesI  Indies  is  in 
a  slate  of  rapid  decline,  owing  to  tbe  inability  of 
our  population  generallv  to  support  any  other  tbao 
necessary  expenses.  The  causes  of  this  decline 
have  been  touched  on  in  what  has  been  already 
said,  but  the  effect  will  most  assuredly  be  a  great 
and  increasing  deficit  in  our  national  revenue. 

We  are  satisfied  that  this  revenue,  so  fat  from 
being  increased,  will  be  diminished  by  any  addi- 
tion to  the  present  duties.  We  are  strongly  im- 
pressed with  the  opinion,  as  already  stated,  that 
an  opposite  course  would,  as  it  respects  revenue, 
lead  to  more  favorable  results ;  but  we  are  far  from 
believing  that  any  measure  of  finance,  short  of  an 
excise  and  internal  taxation,  will  efficiently  meet 
the  eviL  We  respectfully  concur  in  the  proposi- 
tion of  a  loan,  or  any  oiber  temporary  resort  for 
the  present  year,  in  the  cootemplalion  at  ibe  next 
session  of  recurring  to  an  organized  system  of  in- 
teroal  taxation,  which  will  be  less  subject  to  fluc- 
tuation than  that  on  wbicb  we  now  rely  fot 
revenue. 

On  behalf  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Phil- 
adelphia. 

ROBERT  RALSTON,  Pntidad. 

Pbiladilphu,  4prti  80, 1830. 

Obeervationt  lu  to  tAi  optratiim  of  the  prtsent  tarif 
in  giving  proUcHoa  to  IM  taanufactnrtt  of  thit 
country,  attd  in  txdvdwg  the  impirialion  of  good* 
of  fartign  vumafadM'i  timilar  to  thott  manufac- 
tmedhere. 

Tbe  cotton  goods  manufactured  in  this  country 
to  the  greatest  extent  are  plaids,  stripes,  cham- 
brayis  and  cotton  shirting  of  tbe  coai»er  qualitiea, 
which  now  cost  in  England  less  than  25  cents  the 
square  yard,  and  are,  consequently,  subject  to  « 
very  heavy  duty ;  so  much  so,  as  nearly  to  exclude 
their  importation.  A  yard  of  pLaid  stripe,  or  cham- 
bray,  would  now  cost  m  England  6d.,  of  S4  inche* 
wide,  of  good  quality.    For  example: 

100  yards  of  plaid  stripe,  or  c ha mhray,  24  inches 
wide,  at  6d.,  cost  S3  10(.  sterling.  It  would  con- 
tain 66}  square  yards,  which  at  25  cents,  is  S16  68. 
Tbe  duty,  S5  per  cent.,  upon  tbe  same,  is  04  17. 
Thus  tbe  100  yards  of  plaid  stripe,  or  chambray, 
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,       .       ,  32perceDt. 

A  piece  of  cotton  shirtiiiK,50  yanls,  would  now 
cost  in  Eagland  £1  7«,  sterliog,  of  30  incben  wide, 
Bod  would  coDtaia  441  square  yards,  which,  at 
2S  ccDts,  is  811  13.  The  duty  upon  ibe  same, 
S5  percent.,  is  92  78.  Thus,  the  piece  of  shirting 
which  cost  ST«.  eterlinir,  or  86,  pays  a  duty  of 
»2  7&or46perceut. 

A  Carlisle  giugbam,  which  has  heretofore  been 
muchused  by  the  poorer  people,  of  40  inches  wide, 
would  now  coat  8d.  per  yard.  lOO  yards  of  Car- 
lisle ginghams,  40  inches  wide,  at  8d.,  is  £3  6*.  8d., 
sterling,  and  would  contain  111  square  yards, 
which,  at  25  cents,  is  827  75.  The  duty  upon  the 
same,  S5  per  cent.,  is  $6  94.  Thus  100  yards  of 
gingbams,  which  cost  in  Eoglaiid  £3  6s.  Sd.,  or 
914  82,  pay  a  duty  of  $6  M,  or  46^  per  cent. 

Frinted  calicoes,  which  are  not  made  in  this  coun- 
try, but  much  worn,  more  parlicularly  by  the  poor 
peojrie,  and  considerably  by  all  classes  of  females, 
now  cost  from  15s.  6d.  sterling  to  33s.  per  piece  of 
88  yards,  upon  which  there  is  a  debenture  allowed 
TipoD  exportation,  in  England,  of  3^.  the  square 
yard  ;  and  as  they  are  from  23  to  2o  inches  wide, 
the  debenture  is  from  5t.  to  5*.  6ij.  ilerling  per 
piece ;  and  all  which  costs  less  than  2dt.  sterling 
per  piece  are  now  subject  to  additiotial  duties,  as 
the  cost  is  less  than  25  cents  per  square  yard. 

A  very  good  calico,  23  inches  wide,  cost,  in 
December  last,  18».  9d.  sterling  per  piece,  upon 
which  the  debenture  was  5*.  33.,  making  the  net 
cost  I3«.  Qd,  sterling,  and  contained  IS  square 
yards,  which,  at  25  cents,  is  p4  BO.  The  duty,  85 
per  cent.,  is  Ql  12.  Tbus  the  piece  of  calico 
which  cost  13«.  6d.  sterling,  or  $3,  pays  a  duly 
of«l  12,  or  37  per  cent. 

Cambric  muslins  6-4  wide,  of  12  yards  each, 
eost  from  7(.  to  SO*,  per  piece ;  and  all  which  cost 
less  than  13«.  pet  piece  are  subject  to  additional 
duties,  the  cost  being  less  than  25  cents  the  square 
yard.  A  piece  of  cambric  muslin,  39  inches  wide, 
eost  7(.,  would  contain  13  square  yards,  which,  at 
25  cents  is  83  25.  The  dniy,  35  per  cent.,  is  81 
eeots.  Thus  the  piece  of  cambric  muslin,  which 
eost  7t.,  or  81  &5>  poT^  ^  iluly  of  81  cents  or  53 
per  cent. 

The  operation  is  proportionate  upon  all  low 
priced  cambric  muslios  of  other  dimensions,  as 
well  as  low  [M-iced  fancy  moslins,  book  muslins, 
and  ginghams,  and  npon  erery  other  description  of 
cotton  goods  of  low  cost  and  not  enumeraud. 

Upon  woollen  goods,  nader  the  present  tarjET, 
there  is  no  discrimination  between  coarse  and  fine 
in  calculating  the  duties ;  nor  is  it  considered  ne- 
eessafy  there  should  be,  eren  for  the  protection  of 
OQTOWn  manufactures;  for,  at  present,  there  is  but 
a  Ter^  small  quantity  of  foreign  imported  of  similar 
descnptioas  to  those  we  manufacture.  The  piin- 
cipot  part  of  those  now  imported  are  supnfne 
cloths,  low  priced  blue  and  white  plains  for  negro 
clothing,  flannels,  baize  hocking,  baizes,  end  blan- 
kets, most  of  which  are  absolutely  necessary  for 
Ibe  use  of  the  country. 

^he  proposed  tariff  contemplates  a  daty  of  33 
fn  cent  ad  ralorem  on  all  cotton  or  woollen 


goods,  of  whaterer  description,  from  this  side  tbe 
Capeof  Good  Hope,  which,  upon  all  goods  paying 
an  ad  valorem  duty,  will,  ia  reality,  amount  to 
36^  per  cent.;  and,  upon  all  cotton  goods  costing 
less  than  35  cents  the  square  yard,  33  per  cent 
upon  the  calculated  cost  of  25  cents  the  square 

Accordingly,  the  duty  upon  lOO  yards  of  plaid 
stripe,  or  chambray,  costing  £3  lOs.  or  813  20, 
and  upon  which  the  duty  is,  according  to  the  e^ 
isting  tariff,  84  17,  or  32  per  cent,  would  be  85  5& 
or  48  per  cent,  upon  the  cost.  Upon  100  yards  of 
Carlisle  ginghams  costing  £3  Ri.  8d.,  or  814  83, 
upon  which  tbe  duty  now  is  8^  M,  or  46J  per 
cent,  would  be  89  25,  or  624  V^'  c^iX- 

Upon  a  piece  of  cotton  shirting  costing  S7t.  at 
86,  upon  which  tbe  duty,  according  to  (he  present 
tariff,  now  is  82  78,  or  46  per  cent,  would  he 
83  7],  or  63  per  cent 

Upon  a  piece  of  calico  costing  net  13i.  Sd.  ster- 
ling per  piece,  or  83,  upon  wbicn  the  duty  nowia 
81  12,  or  37  per  cent.,  would  be  81  SO,  or  60  per 
cent.  Upon  a  piece  of  cambric  muslin  costing 
7s.,  or  81  55,  upon  which  the  duty  now  is81  eenta, 
or  S3  per  cent.,  it  would  be  81  08,  or  70  per  cenL 
upon  tbe  cost;  and  upon  all  otber  cotton  goods 
costing  less  than  25  cents  the  square  yard,  the  dutjr 
would  be  proportionate,  according  to  the  dimen- 

The  contemplated  tariff  proposes  that  the  duty 
shall  be  calculated  upon  the  real  cost  of  the  article 
whence  imported,  "  logelhei  with  the  amount  of 
all  such  bouDlies,  premiums,  drawbacks,  allow- 
ances, or  discounts,  as  may  be  gi'en,  paid,  or  al- 
lowed at  the  place  whence  imported."  Upon  all 
iirinted  cotton  goods  exported  a  debenture  is  ai- 
owed  in  Great  Britain  of  3W.  the  square  yard; 
and,  should  the  coniemplaied  duty  he  laid  upon 
that,  as  well  as  upon  the  Bciual  cost,  it  will  amount 
to  a  complete  prohibition  to  the  importation  of 
mo»t  kinds  of  printed  coitoo  goods,  and  also  upam 
English  manufactured  silk  goods,  upon  theezpcK- 
tation  of  which  a  bounty  of  4i.  per  pound  is  el' 
towed.  Tbe  contemplated  tariff  proposes  a  duty 
of  25  per  cent,  upon  linens  of  every  deRcripti(»| 
and  those  costing  less  than  25  cents  the  »)usr« 
yard  to  be  calculated  as  having  cost  that,  and  35 
per  cent  calculated  upon  that  amount  In  addi- 
tion to  which,  the  duty  is  to  be  calcol&ted  upon 
the  bounty  allowed  of  Ijcj.  per  yard  on  all  Lneiu 
costing  less  than  I8d.  per  yard.  The  proposed 
tariff  also  contemplates  a  duty  of  33  percent  upon 
blankets ;  and  stuffs  are  considered  to  be  ineluded 
with  woollens  of  every  description,  and.  conse- 
queatly,  subject  to  33  per  cent.  duty.  The  three 
last-mentioned  articles,  viz:  Uankets,  stuffs,  and 
linens,  now  pay  a  duty  of  fifteen  per  cent  ad  valo- 
rem ;  and  neither  (excepting  blankets,  to  a  very 
limited  extent)  are  manufactured  in  this  country, 
and  are  all  much  used;  the  impolicy  of  raising 
the  duties  upon  them  can  be  readily  judged  at. 
Two  of  the  articles  being  used,  onefrom  economy, 
the  other  from  necessity,  lo  a  great  extent  hf  the 
poorer  class  of  people,  the  consequtnces  of  raising 
ifaedutiestoihe  rates  proposed  in  the  contemplated 
tuiff  wUl  be  lo  preclude  the  importatiDn  of  manf 
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inlftnd  frontier  gire  to  tbe  inboduclion  of  goods 
in  an  illicit  lOBiinerj  the  templatioas  which  ihe 
eootcmplated  tariff  ofiers ;  tbelarge  value  of  maay 
arttctet  whkh  may  be  comprised  in  a  small  bulk: 
and  tke  prospect  of  gaio  so  gr«at,  that  many  in- 
diTiduaU.  wbo  now  would  despise  the  person 
who  would  engage  in  auch  « trade,  will  be  induced 
to  engage  in  it  themselves — the  ioducemeaU  to 
the  engaging  in  the  introduction  of  many  articles, 
io  an  illegal  manner,  can  be  readilv  judged  of, 
when  a  person  «mu|^liQg  lOO  pounos  of  sewing 
•ilk  or  BUk  twiiii  wo^d,  by  avoiding  the  duty  alone, 
ncdve  a  compensation  of  ^150. 

Fire  pieces  of  superfine  cloth  would  comprise 
bat  a  small  balk,  and  the  weight  would  be  about 
l&O  pound*,  and  would  contain  about  100  yards, 
Md  cost  about  £200.  Tbe  duty  upon  the  same, 
according  to  the  cod  ten)  plated  tariff,  would  be 
$824. 

la  nuny  kinds  uf  cambric  mualina.  Sae  fancy 
uaslina,  and  maDufactares  of  silk,  ihe  facilities 
•ad  ioducementa  to  smuggling  will  be  equally 
graat. 

It  must,  therefore,  be  obvious  to  every  person  of 
raStction,  that,  whether  tbe  eontempfated  —'" 
have  tot  its  object  the  increase  of  revenue,  i 
p(ot«clion  of  our  own  manufacteres,  an  adoption 
of  it  will,  most  anuredly,  have  a  contrary  euect. 
Jwenge  priem  «f  mp«ntiu  jlrar  in  FhOoMpMa, 
jfon  Ou  year  1789  lo  1810,  induHte. 
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DNirORH  SYSTEM  OP  BANKHUPfCY. 
[OoBinuirietted  ta  the  Benita,  Docembvr  37,  ISIS.] 
7b  tht  honorabk  the  Senate  and  Hoiue  of  Bepraml- 

alivct  of  Ihe  United  Stale*  of  America  in  Congreu 

at$emblid! 

The  memorial  of  the  merchants  and  traders  of 
the  town  of  Boston,  and  of  other  towns  within  the 
Slate  of  MasiiacbusetLs: 

The  wise  framers  of  our  eicelUnt  Constitution, 
fiaresecing  the  necessity, ' 


of  laws  pecidiarly  afieeting  commercial  t^tioa^ 
cauKed,  upon  due  deliberation,  tbe  power  of  esiai>- 
lishing  "uniform  laws  on  the  nibject  of  bank- 
ruptcies" to  be  among  those  expressly  delegated 
by  the  people  to  their  representatives  in  Congrei* 
assembled.  Several  of  our  sister  Blatefi,  at  the 
time  they  became  members  of  the  confederated 
Republic,  did  not  besilste  lo  declare  freedom  from 
imprisonment  for  debt,  except  when  there  might 
be  a  violent  prnumption  of  fraud,  an  inherent  and 
CoQi'titutioaai  right;  and  many  others,  wbtv  tbe 
creative  power  thus  vented  in  the  General  Gor- 
ernroent  has  been  suffered  to  lie  dormant,  bavQ 
from  time  to  time  expressed,  by  tbeir  numerou* 
insoLvent  laws  or  acts  of  private  relief,  a  strong 
of  the  propriety  of  measures  mitigating  the 
ion  eiecutioD  of  the  law.  But,  without  foo. 
meraiing  the  mnttifurm  declarations  of  State  Le- 
gislalutea  lo  this  effrct,  it  is  t-nough  if  no  one  will 
deny  that  tbe  greatest  possible  eK-mpiion  from 
personal  restraint  bears  the  cloarst  analogy  to  the 
common  sentiments  and  habits  of  AmerioauK,  and 
is  highly  coageBial  lo  that  pure  and  e^ual  spirit  of 
liberty  which  animates  our  whole  civil  and  politi- 
cal character. 

Noiwilbstaoding  its  remarkable  conformity  to 
OUT  national  pbyKJognomy,  nestrly  sixteen  yean 
are  now  elapsed  since  we  have  eitjoyed  the  benefit 
of  a  bankrupt  law.  During  a  great  part  of  this 
momeotous  and  eventful  period,  ami dt>i  tfaeoun- 
cussion  of  foreign  arms,  and  the  violence  of  nation 
lified  up  against  nation,  tbe  oeulral  flag  of  Ame- 
rica enjoyed  a  degree  of  commercial  proitperily 
iinparalleled  in  tbe  annala  of  human  history. 
The  granaries  of  tbe  world  were  open  to  on  alone, 
and  the  mighty  empires  of  Burope  may  be  said, 
in  some  Uaeasure^  to  have  de|>ei)ded  upon  our  sup- 
plies. By  these  remarkable  facilitit-s,  immeaxe 
revenues  were  accumulated  in  ihe  coffers  of  our 
citizens,  which  were  constantly  re-enibarktd  in 
larger  and  more  perilous  adventures,  till  our  com- 
mercial engagements  were  stretched  to  their  utmost 
extent.  At  this  crisis  the  ^e^I^iclife  syrtem  waa 
commenced,  and  war  shortly  succeeded— measuree 
which,  however  oecessary  in  their  origin,  and 
however  important  in  their  political  resuit-i,  could 
not  fail  of  being  greatly  embarnssinK  to  the  com- 
mercial and  trMiDg  interesis.  Those  of  our  mer- 
chania  who  were  enabled  lo  struggle  ibrougb  tbe 
distresses  invariably  a  llendant  ou  these  ode d.  inev- 
itable evibi  were  induced,  on  the  rrturo  of  (leaoe, 

put  forth  all  their  energies,  in  the  hope  ul  reap- 
log  unusual  harvests,  and  thus  spet^ily  re-eslab- 


lishing  their  briAen  fortunes ;  buL  during  the  i 
peosion  of  commercial  purMiiis,  foreign  it-lali 
nad  been  (for  them, at  leant)  unfortuns  trty  ebsnfed; 


trade  in  its  accustomed  channels  bad  been  choaed, 
and  necessity  had  opened  d<  w  ones  which  were 
already  pouring  in  (beir  resourcesilo  feed  tbe  enor- 

oud  consumption  of  a  most  extensive  war. 

But  when  the  great  beliigrrents  of  Europe  bad 
laid  aside  their  long-cherished  hostilities,  and  pa- 
cific arts  were  everywhere  n assuming  their  hgtti- 
mate  nuperiority,  England  was  again  ready  IO 
step  forth,  in  the  plenitude  of  ber  mariiime  might, 
and  nUinapolize  tbe  trade  of  a  larger  portion  ot 
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the  globe,  it  the  same  lime  tbat  idbdt  Powers, 
vho,  wbrn  occupied  in  arm',  had  bees  entirely 
^pendeut  upon  us  as  the  general  carriert  and  fac- 
tors of  the  world,  found  their  idTBDiaee  in  calling 
to  light  hidden  resources,  and  establii-niog  a  com- 
meree  of  their  own.  From  such  a  singuiBr  con- 
cateaation  of  events  the  most  prudent  and  the 
most  opaleQt  have  been  obliged  to  meet  pecaliat 
embarraivmentB  and  uneismpled  pressure;  so  that 
many  who  had  withstood  the  perds  and  losses  of 
the  WOT  have  been  drawn  into  ruin  by  the  unex- 
pected fatalities  of  peace. 

Struck  with  this  ptominent  example  of  the  ex- 
freme  mutability  of  commercial  affairs,  sabjecled 
as  they  are  lo  innumerable  and  inevitable  castial- 
tiex,  and  aware  of  the  constaoC  reKard  which  the 
representative  Legislature  of  an  enlightened  Qiari- 
titne  Republic  must  preserve  towards  ibe  interests 
of  commerce  and  lae  cause  of  humBnity.  your 
memorialists,  the  merchants  and  traders  or  Mas- 
■acbuselts,  as  well  tho:ie  who  have  been  severely 
jsboring  under  the  evils  we  have  above  related  as 
tho>ie  who  are  of  a  more  fortunate  description,  beg 
leave  respectfully  lo  suggest  the  expediency  of 
establishing  throughout  the  United  States  a  uni- 
form oyMem  of  bankruptcy,  to  the  end  that  per- 
eoQiil  liberty  and  the  equitable  discharge  of  con- 
tracts may  do  longer  be  subjected  lo  ine  caprice 
or  dJsliones'y  of  individuals,  but  that  over  our 
civil  transactions  as  well  as  our  political  richis  we 
may  enjoy  "aQovernmentofUws, and  QOtoTmen." 
It  mignt  appear  unnecessary,  but  for  the  strong 
attachment  we  are  apt  to  bear  even  to  the  inju- 
Ttous  custom^  of  out  ancestors,  to  set  forth  the 
vnreaaonable  hardships  towards  merchants  ^nd 
traders  of  that  law  which  give;  unlimited  salis- 
iaoiion  upon  the  goods,  estates,  ^nd  l^dy  of  the 
debtor.  In  what  respect,  it  may  be  asked,  is  it 
superior  to  the  much  deprecated  law  of  the  tvelre 
tables  T  We  do  not,  iadee4,  couoieiiance  the  par- 
titiun  of  the  unhappy  debtor  among  his  enraged 
creditor!!,  but  we  do  allow  bis  estates  and  his  ez- 
peclationa  lo  be  torn  in  pieces ;  we  do  allow  him, 
without  mercy  or  remorse,  m  be  stripped  at  once 
of  present  pcrasessions  end  future  possibilities;  to 
be  left  without  means  and  without  ^opes — an  out- 
east  and  a  reproach.  If  it  be  against  the  policy  uf 
out  code  that  the  unfortuDale  insolvent  and  his 
piiserable  family  should  be  subjected  tp  domestic 
servitude  or  splu  to  ^reign  slavery,  by  how  much 
are  we  more  merciful  when  we  award  against 
^im  the  ignominy  of  perpetual  imprisonment  and 
perpetual  poverty  7  But  we  are  oCien  told,  white 
fhe  debtor  suffers  jus.tly  fqr  his  fully  or  his  crime, 
his  innocent  dependants  not  ooly  do  not,  as  in 
son^e  parts  of  the  world,  participate  in  bis  punish- 
ment, but  are,  in  troth,  rescued  from  want  by  the 
.  more  humane  provisions  of  the  law.  Not  to  awell 
upon  the  unavoidable  insufficiency  of  provisions 
foi  pauperism  to  supply  the  accustomed  comforts 
and  luxuries  of  life,  your  memorialists  would  hum- 
bly ipfemit  to  your  consideration  whether  ther.e  be 
Dot  soiuething  of  mistaken  humanity  in  a  systeiQ 
whicii  creates  the  poor  for  ^ bom  it  provides? 
whether  it  does  not  argue  sopewhat  of  inconsist- 
ency if  ve  seem  to  generate  eril  for  the  sake  of 


doing  it  away  7  whether  that  may  not  be  an  aa- 
reasonable  prejudice  which  j^efers  to  ectablirii  a 
partial  remedy  by  poor  laws  rather  than  a  very 
general  prevention  by  bankrupt  laws?  Neither, 
perhaps,  will  it  appear,  upon  investigation,  that 
the  commercial  debtor  commonly  or  often  snf^ra 

i'astly  for  his  folly  or  his  crime.  An  enlightoief 
.egislsture  will  undoubtedly  be  welt  aware  that  a 
circulating  medium  is  the  life-blood  of  commerce; 
that  the  obtaining  of  credit,  or  what  in  other  men 
than  traffickers  and  traders  might  justly  be  called 
running  in  debt,  is  an  esaeiitial  part  of  the  system 
of  exchange;  it  is  the  borrowing  from  one  in  order 
to  paf  to  another  in  some  less  valuable  forqi  trhick 
constitutes  the  gain  of  the  merehsnt ;  and  il  is  the 
foreseeing  howto  efiect  this  advantageous  commo- 
talion  which  constitutes  his  skill,  This  is  a  game 
of  hazard  as  well  as  of  calculation,  and  it  is  suffi- 
ciently clear  that  any  unforeseen  check  between 
these  successive  steps — some  inevitable  loss,  spme 
unexpected  disappointment,  or  even  some  tempo- 
rary delay — may  prevent  his  meeting  his  cngege- 
mentBj  and  thus  involve  him  in  irretrievable  rum. 
Certamly  we  cannot  sajr  much  for  the  justice 
which  views  these  dispositions  of  fortune  in  the 
light  of  crintinatity,  and  puts  their  victim  on  a 
level  with  the  idle,  the  extravagant,  and  the 
profligate. 

Our  humane  and  admirable  law  seems,  indeed, 
to  depart  from  its  own  spirit  every  way  in  the 
case  of  the  unfortunate  debtor,  it  not  only  reit- 
ders  him  obnoxious  to  an  unmerited  weight  of 

Sunisbment,  but  it  put?  out  of  its  own  hands  all 
iscreiionary  right  of  measuring  or  apportioning 
that  punishment,  and  vests  an  unliiuitetl  power  in 
the  interested  end  the  irriletcd.  To  no  purpose 
are  we  told  that  the  trne  interest  of  the  creoitor 
would  be  to  release  his  prisoner,  to  ptit  him  in  k 
way  of  honest  industry,  and  to  restore  him  to  hn 
credit  with  the  world;  for  here  we  find  men  blinded 
by  avarice  rather  than  guided  by  interest ;  and-  par- 
ticularly as  each  creditor  reflects  (bat  the  m^cy 
which  he  would  willingly  extend,  his  neighbor 
will  certainly  reject.  Thus  is  the  merciless  r»- 
muneraled,  while  he  who  indulges  the  coEamon 
feelings  of  humanity  loses,  or  at  leasl  hazards,  the 
debt  wiiboul  beneSting  the  debtor.  Where  uiere 
are  many  claimantn,  there  will  always  be  sqme 
unfeeling  or  unjust ;  and  we  cannot  refuse  to  seeel- 
teci  bow  much  il  is  in  the  power  of  a  single  in- 
dividual, for  how  insignificant  s  sum,  after  other 
means  of  satisfaction  are  exhausted,  to  prodnce  vH 
the  evil  we  have  in  part  attempted  to  describes 
That  this  unyielding  hardness  on  the  part  of  the 
creditor  is  by  no  me^ns  so  un&e^uent  as  we  conid 
wish  to  believe,  does  but  loo  plainly  appear  when 
we  caU  up  the  condition  of  the  ^nglisb  jails,  at  a 
former  p^iod,  during  more  than  a  century  and  a 
half.  From  the  moment  that  iqa prison mn)t  for 
debt  was  first  granted  by  law,  to  lite  time  wbeit 
the  benevolent  system  of  hankrup^y  was  fidly 
and  effectually  introduced,  we  find  them  ciowaea 
aqd  overflowing  with  the  miserable  victims  o(  in- 
solvency to  an  almost  incredible  degree;  asi  we 
much  fear  that  the  great  cities  anJ  commercial 
matia  of  onr  own  country,  eren  in  this  enlightened 
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snd  philantliropjc  Bfte,  will  afford  ample  eridence 
of  a  Btroog  dispo*iUoD  in  creditors  to  enforce  the 
Dsbt  of  imprisoDiaeat  ia  its  Eeverest  extent. 

Ilitberto  we  have  coaiidered  this  imporlsnt  sub- 
ject  priDcipall?  on  the  side  of  metcj.  Your  me- 
iDorialists  would  likewise  repiewnt  it  on  the  side 
of  juttice.  The  law,  as  it  now  stands,  appears  to 
leave  a  wide  opening,  and  to  create  a  poi  ~  ''  ' 
■    '      ■     ""      '  '■  r,  who  has 


]  fraud.    The  debtor,  \ 


has  Doth- 


T  Sboulj 


temptation 

ing  to  exp  . 

feai  from  detection,  has  little  inducement  «. 
honest  disclosure  of  effects,  which,  if  utterly  sur- 
reodered,  would  probably  but  ill  EalisTy  the  rapa- 
city of  the  vultures  who  surround  him.  To  what 
bat  the  hopeless  severity  of  our  law  can  we  attrib- 
ute the  frequent  insiauces  of  fraudulent  convey- 
ances in  trust ;  of  fictitious  transfers  of  property ; 
of  the  security  of  endorsers  before  any  liability  has 
attached,  or  who  have  perhaps  generated  a  spuri- 
ous credit  by  the  accommodation  of  their 
with  an  uodeistandin^  that  no  liabiliiv 
attach}  of  the  collusive  preference  of  c 
creditors  to  the  total  exclusion  of  the  rest;  and  the 
whole  complicated  tissue  of  deceit  which  may  be 
observed  in  daily  operation  to  sustain  the  creditor 
a  tottering  house,  or  raise  it  from  its  fall  1  The 
system  of  palpable  fraud  and  oppression  which  has 
tnus  grown  out  of  the  abuses  and  imperfections  of 
the  law  mast  obviously  occasiou  vast  impediment 
lo  commercial  enterprise  and  skiU.  By  it  credit  is 
greatly  affected  both  at  home  and  abroad.  Gen- 
eral insecurity  burets  mutual  distrust  We  know 
not  who  may  be  honest  till  he  has  been  tempted, 
and  we  have  no  certain  hold  on  dishonesty  in  the 
law.  If,  then,  it  should  seem  that  onr  State  insol- 
vent acts,  so  far  as  they  may  tend  to  impair  the 
obligation  of  contracts,  are  uuconstitutiooal  and 
void]  your  memorialists  would  suggest  to  your  im- 
partial inquiry  whether  the  practical  obligation  of 
contracts  is  not,  in  point  of  fact,  as  serioosly  and 
more  frequently  impaired  by  the  existence  of  the 
evils  we  nave  thus  briefly  enumerated. 

There  is  one  other  remaining  ground  upon 
which  your  memorialists  beg  leave  to  suggest  the 
expediency  of  amendment  in  the  present  law  of 
ntisfaclion  for  debt.  Its  effects  upon  society  are 
believed  to  be  pernicious  in  an  alarming  d^ree ; 
and  your  memorialista  do  not  doubt  (hat  moral 
and  political  results  are  the  chief  and  peculiar  soti- 
cituae  of  enlightened  legislation.  Its  moral  effects 
are  believed  by  your  memorialists  to  be  pernicious 


on  fortunate  and  the  profuse;  that  inn  oceocc  and 
guilt  are  alike  tenants  of  the  common  jail ;  that 
Uke  compassionate  are  plundered,  and  justice  is 
cheated  of  its  right ;  that  the  honest  insolvent  is 
strongly  tempted  to  sacrifice  his  integrity,  and 
often  overpowered ;  in  short,  that  only  the  fraudu- 
lent debtor,  by  the  secretion  of  property  no  longer 
Us,  escapes  the  chief  penalties  of  the  law,  and 
only  the  uard-hearted  creditor,  by  rigorously  per- 
nsting  in  his  claim,  obtains  its  full  benefit.  Its 
political  effects  may  be  thought  not  less  alarmingly 
peroiciouB  when  a  large  number  of  respectable 
and  industiioiu  citizens  ate  reduced  to  idleness 


and  indisence;  when  tbey  are  maintained  at  llie 
charge  of  others  in  utter  uselessness  and  sloth,  as 
a  rotten  excrescence  that  is  draining  the  resooteei 
of  the  community;  when  (hey  may  have  beta 
driven  by  long  continuance  of  unmerited  paoish- 
ment  to  absolute  despair ;  and  when  the  infamy  of 


affected  and  factious. 

These  abuses  and  dangers  your  memorialists 
humbly  conceive  may  be  obviated  by  the  establitJi!- 
ment  of  a  uniform  and  permanent  bankrupt  law; 
a  law  which  shall  at  once  satisfy  justice  and  hu- 
manity ;  which  shall  empower  the  creditor  to 
check  his  debtor's  ruinous  career  before  it  baa 
wholly  divested  him  of  means;  which  shall  compel 
the  insolvent,  under  heavy  penalties,  to  a  full  dis- 
closure of  his  effects  and  of  his  credits;  which 
shall  destroy  all  collusive  intercourse  with  fraudu- 
lent creditors,  and  remove  all  probability  of  secret 
or  fictitious  conveyance;  which  shall  enforce  an 
absolute  cession  and  an  equal  distribution  of  the 
bankrupt's  property  in  satisfaction  of  all  lawful 
claims — a  lawwhich^while  it  shall  threaten  fraud- 
ulent bankrupts  with  Its  severest  visitation,  shall,  on 
the  otherhand,dischargeihepeisonof  ibe  fair  and 
honorable  debtor  from  an  odious  and  unreasonable 


confinement ;  which  shall  rescue  his  futun 


from  a  retrospective  liability:  and  which 
snail  establish  some  pecuniary  emoiument  as  a. 
reward  for  prudence  and  good  faith,  that  he  may 
be  enabled  to  renew  his  blighted  hopes,  and  by  the 
strength  of  honest  industry  reatlain  to  usefulness 
and  honor. 

Your  memorialists  can  perceive  no  evil  result- 
ing from  a  system  of  bankruptcy  sufficient  lo  coun- 
teroalance  tnese  many  and  great  benefits ;  and  ihey 
would  particularly  represent  that,  in  their  opinion, 
the  agricultural  interest  can  never  suffer  from  a 
law  by  which  they  do  not  see  that  agriculturists 
are  in  any  way  affected,  excepting  as  they  may 
acquire  an  additional  hold  upon  the  merchant  for 
the  recovery  of  their  just  debts. 

Your  memorialists  have  thus  far  trespassed  on 
the  attention  of  the  Legislature  from  a  deep  con- 
viction of  the  importance  and  interest  of  the  sub- 
ject which  they  urge,  as  well  as  a  firm  belief  that 
their  suggestions,  at  the  present  juncture,  when 
commerce,  in  an  especial  manner,  demands  the 
fostering  hand  of  Government  Jo  protect  and  assist 
it,  and  when  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  have  recently  declared  that  all  Slate  insol- 
vent acts  which  affect  the  discharge  of  the  con- 
tract are  unconstitutional  and  void,  will  be  noticed 
with  that  indulgence  which  their  necessities  may 
seem  to  require,  and  that  the  United  States  of 
America  will  no  longer  be,  as  we  believe  it  now 
is,  the  only  commercial  nation  in  the  civilized 
world  utterly  destitute  of  any  general  provision  in  , 
the  nature  of  a  bankrupt  law. 

These  consideiatioDs  Che  undersigned, merchants 
and  traders  of  Boston,  and  of  other  towns  within 


the  State  of  Massachusetts,  humbly  submit,  witb 
the  hope  that  such  measures  mav  be  adopted  for 
the  relief  of  a  numerous  and  uoiortunate  class  of 


as  Congress  in  its  wisdom  may  think  ad- 
equate to  that  tusirable  end. 
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VACCINATION. 


[Comanniotail  to  the  Hodm,  Jinnarj  fi,  1630.] 

n  tilt  ktmerahlt  the  Satate  and  Houte  of  S^mtent- 

ofMM  ef  the  Uniled  S(«U*  ef  Amenta ; 

Tbe  memorial  pr  ihe  uDderstgned  respectfbllr 
repmenti :  That  at  a  late  mwtiDg  at  a  Domber  of 
gentlemeo  friendly  to  TBCcinatioo,  held  in  thii 
citf,  in  purtnaoce  of  a  public  notice  given  for  thai 
purpose,  your  mecnoriBmCi  vere  choaen  a  board  of 
managers,  in  coojanction  with  Dr.  James  Smith, 
the  a^eut  appointed  by  the  President  under  author- 
ity of  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  "An  act  to  en- 
coorage  Taecination ;  to  organize  a  national  Tac- 
eine  institution  for  the  United  States  of  America, 
agreeably  to  a  plan  which  had  been  previoatly 
{ffoposed  by  him,  and  for  tbe  support  of  which  con- 
■idereble  Btuns  have  been  sabscribed."  It  has, 
therefore,  become  the  duty  of  your  memorialists  to 
solicit  your  serious  attention  to  this  important  sub- 
ject, and  if  the  views  of  our  aiw>ciation  fully  meet 
with  your  approbation,  we  mofi  respectfully  peti- 
tion and  pray  that  you  will  grant  us  an  act  ot  in 
corporation  to  enable  us  with  more  certainly  to 
carry  into  effect  tbe  plan  which  has  been  adopt- 
ed by  tbe  society  we  represent,  "lo  secure  me 
preservation  and  distribution  of  tbe  irae  vaccine 
matter,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States." 

Your  memorialists  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to 
enter  into  any  detail  of  facts  to  prove  to  you  the 
necessity  which  exists  of  your  giving  greater  eur 
couragemenl  to  vaccinalion;  nor  yet  to  demon- 
Mrate  the  many  advantages  which  the  public  may 
reasonably  expect  to  derive  from  the  institntton 
now  proposed  to  be  establisfaed  for  this  purpose. 
But  in  an  nodertaking  which  appears  to  us  to  be 
so  intimately  connected  with  the  convenience, 
health,  end  general  welfare  of  oar  fellow-citizens 
in  every  part  of  the  Uniled  Slates,  it  becomes  us 
'  to  submit  for  yonr  consideration  Bome  of  the  moiit 
prominent  reasons  which  have  induced  ns  to  en- 
gage in  it. 

1st.  The  small  pox,  which  is  a  contagious  dis- 
ease, and  one  of  the  most  fatal  and  destructive 
idagute  that  ever  affected  the  homan  race,  yet  ex- 
ists in  our  country,  and  annually  destroys  the  lives 
of  many  of  our  fellow-citizens.  The  rich  and  the 
poor,  tbe  old  and  the  young,  are  alike  liable  to  take 
thb  disease.  It  is  not  confined  to  any  particular 
place,  but  pervades  alike  our  cities  and  villages; 
and.searchingeverywherefor  its  victims,  penetrates 
witnin  oar  inmost  and  most  solitary  settlements. 
Neither  are  the  untntored  natives  of  our  land  se- 
cure from  this  plague;  it  is  frequently  carried  into 
their  camps  and  villages,  and  prouuces  among 
tiiem  the  atmost  consternation  and  despair. 

2d.  It  is  now  proven,  in  a  manner  so  fiilly  and 
dearly  as  to  admit  of  no  doubt  whatever,  that  the 
true  bine  pock  is  a  certain  preventive  of  smallpox, 
as  well  as  of  all  the  calamities  which  are  naturally 
attendant  on  it.  This  remedy  is  never  attended 
with  any  danger,  and  may  be  safely  applied  by  any 
intelligenl  person  who  is  furnished  wtlh  the  mat- 
tar,  due  care  being  taken  to  follow  the  simple  and 


easy  directions  which  ate  now  given  with  it  for 

proper  managemeut. 

id.  The  matter  of  the  true  kine  pock  (and  no 
other  can  have  any  effect  to  prevent  the  small 
pox)  is  of  foreign  origin,  and  is  not  known,  as  has 
been  asserted  by  some,  lo  be  indigenous  in  our 
country.  Tbe  peculiarly  delicate  nature  of  this 
matter  likewise  renders  it  so  extremely  liable  to 
perish,  that,  even  when  we  bare  it  in  onr  posses- 
sion, we  cannot  keep  it  active  in  our  hands,  except 
for  very  short  periods  of  time,  (depending  much 
upon  the  state  of  the  weather,)  without  renewing 
it  from  one  subject  to  another,  with  the  greatest 
regularity,  care,  and  attention.  From  these  unal- 
terable circumstances,  and  peculiar  qualities  in  the 
nature  of  the  vaccine  fluid,  there  are  but  few  per- 
sons who  can  ever  pay  such  constant  and  unre- 
mitted attention  to  its  preservation  as  would  ena- 
ble them  to  furnish  it  with  any  decree  of  certainty 
when  it  might  be  most  wanted.  The  act  of  Con.* 
gress  to  encourage  vaccination  has  been  attended 
with  many  good  effects.  The  agent  appointed 
under  this  law  has  been  successful  in  his  endeavors 
to  preserve  the  genuine  virus;  and  from  him  the 
surgeons  of  tbe  army  and  navy,  as  well  as  Ihe  citi- 
zens of  tbe  United  States  in  every  section  of  otit 
country.haveoblained,  without  interruption,  asup- 
ply  of  this  remedy  as  often  as  they  ttave  found  it 
necessary  to  apply  to  bim  for  it 

In  England,  where  the  vaccine  remedy  was  first 
discovered,  a  solicitude  proportionate  to  Ihe  diffi- 
culty of  preserving  it  has  been  uniformly  mani- 
I'ealed ;  and  various  institutions  have  beoi  estab-- 
lished  there  for  this  purpose,  under  tbe  direction  of 
the  most  respectable  characters.  Of  these  estab- 
lishments, the  London  Vaccine  Institution  is,  per- 
haps, the  most  celebrated  in  the  world.  In  many 
other  parts  of  enligbteoed  Europe,  the  most  zealous 
pbitanibropists  have  taken  an  active  part  in  dis-- 
linating  the  kine  pock,  and  in  protecting  their 


proper  infection,  taken  in  mistake  for  the  real  kine 
pocK  matter,  has  often  occasioned  fatal  accidents, 
end  checked  the  progress  of  vaccination  in  places 
where  oiheiwise  it  would  have  been  cherished  and 
esteemed.  This  was  particularly  tbe  case  when 
the  kine  pock  was  flnt  attempted  to  be  introduced 
into  New  York,  Marblebead,  Norfolk,  and  some 
other  places  in  this  country.  Citizens  who  have 
been  disappointed  in  this  way.  or  who  lake  the 
small  pox  after  being  assured  that  they  have  had 
the  true  kine  pock,  are  very  apt  to  be  led  to  doubt 
Ihe  efficacy  ot  vaccination,  and  to  turn  a  deaf  ear 
forever  thereafter  to  every  proof  or  fact  which  can 
be  adduced  in  support  of  tbe  Jen  nerian  discovery. 
There  is  no  point,  indeed,  in  which  the  friends  of 
vaccination  are  so  liable  lo  be  assailed,  or  in  which 
they  are  so  often  found  vulnerable,  as  in  their  lia- 
bility to  use  spurious  instead  of  the  genuine  vims. 
The  most  skilful  physicians  have  not  been  always 
exempt  from  making  mistakes  in  this  particnlar. 
The  illustrious  Jenner,  when  he  at  first  promul- 
gated his  discovery  to  ibe  world,  had  more  diffi- 
culties to  contend  with  on  this  score  than  on  any 
olher.    He  then  informed  us  of  the  "  extreme  del- 
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icacj  of  the  nalure  of  the  vaccine  Ouid,"  and 

•bowed  Mt  how  easily  it  could  be  "disorgaoized." 
He  iiso  informed  us  that,  wiib  all  his  care  and 
attCDtioQ,  "an  uanaluial  deviation  in  this  viriu 
from  it3  perfect  state  frequently  occuired  to  bim." 
Dr.  Waierhouse,  of  Bualon,  likewise  ioforms  us 
that,  "  about  the  latter  end  of  the  Autumn,  or  be- 
^nlngof  the  Winter  of  IBOO,  thevaccinedisease 
bad  deviated,  in  his  opiaiou,  frou)  its  original  char- 
acter, and  assurued  a  face  with  which  he  was  not 
acqoaiated."  Id  a  discovery  which  has  been  so 
teceully  made  known  to  the  world,  and  which  is 
jrei  so  imperfectly  uoderatood  by  aoy  of  us,  all 
these  difficulties  may  be  leniionably  expccUNl ;  and 
whenever  they  do  occur  to  aov  praclitioner,  it  is 
indispco-'ably  requisite  that  hesuuuld  desist  at  once 
from  operating,  and  not  attempt  to  Taccinate  any 
one  until  furnished  with  fieiih  matter,  taken  fioni 
aome  true  and  geouioe  source.  The  application  of 
thevaccineraatter  isin  itself  a  very  simple  businew, 
and  has  been  often  intrusted  to  operators  of  verv 
little  skill ;  but  it  requires  waie  considerable  knowl- 


sccuracy,  between  the  true  vaccine  and  the  many 
eounterleit  affections  which  are  liable  lo  be  mis- 
taken for  it.  We,  therefore,  deem  it  to  be  of  essen- 
tifil  importance  that  some  central  and  respon^iihle 
insiiluiioQ  should  be  esiablished  wherein  an  unin- 
tenvpted  supply  of  genuine  matter  should  be  main- 
tain^, and  ijom  which  it  ought  to  be  r^ularly 
dispensed,  on  the  most  free  andliheral  terms  possi- 
ble, to  all  whu  want  it.  To  relieve  the  public  from 
all  dottbi  or  uncertainty  in  a  matter  of  so  much 
inpoitance  to  them,  the  purity  and  efficacy  of  this 
tirtu  fbguU  be  OQcajiionally  tested,  and  the  result 
of  loese  necessary  precautions  should  be  faitlifuUy 
eojutnunicated  lo  the  public  from  time  to  time. 
.  6lb>  Another  and  a  very  important  advantage  of 
auch  an  iostitution  as  has  been  propa'ted,  must 
arise  from  its  great  convenience  to  the  whole  com- 
iptipity.  The  oublic  authorities,  as  welt  as  private 
cilixeiMt  are  all  alike  interested  io  this  estabUsh- 
mtnt.  The  surgeons  of  the  army  and  navy  re- 
ouire  «  constant  supjijr  of  the  racciae  matter,  and 
toey  caanut  procure  it  with  certainty  on  any  terms 
eicepi  through  the  medium  of  some  ifistilution  of 
tbis  Kind.  An  bonorabLe  committee  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  in  a  report  on  this  subject, 
dated  February  3,  IStS,  gave  it  as  their  opinion, 
•ud  the  Goveinment  of  our  country  has  adopted  it 
f  ajiutand  proper  precaution,  that  "  the  vaccina- 
tioD  of  those  persons  belonging  to  the  army  and 
n^ry,  who  had  never  bad  the  small  pox,  was  dic- 
tatui  by  duty  as  well  as  interest."  But  the  preser- 
TatioD  of  the  vaccine  matter,  as  has  been  already 
iDlimated,  is  altogether  incompatible  with  the  du' 
tae^  which  the  surgeoos  in  service  are  boimd  to 
perform;  it,  therefore,  becomes  necessary  for  us  to 
■apply  them  with  ibii  remedy  as  often  as  they 
may  nave  occasion  to  use  iL  But,  independent  of 
these  Exilities  which  the  public  authorities  will 
in'n&  from  this  instiiuiion,  our  fellow-citizens  of 
BTwy  denciiplion  will  be  moat  happily  accommo- 
dated, (when  necessity,  [leihaps,  tuay  compel  them 
t9.fqsort  to  it,)  by  knowiBg  ouw  and  wbere  they 


can  obtain  with  certainty  a  proper  supply  of  this 
matter.  There  are  but  few  among  us  who  r^ard 
as  we  ought  any  danger  which  is  at  a  distance,  or 
out  of  our  immediate  view;  and  there  are  maay 
who,  under  tbeM  ciicumstaBcea,  cannot  be  per- 
suaded to  make  any  provision  whatever  against  it 
Bdauy  families  who,  when  the  best  opportunity 
wa*  offered,  could  not  be  ]»«T«iled  upon  to  use  the 
kiue  pock,  have  afterwards,  when  tbey  beoimB 
accidentally  ezp(»ed  to  the  contagion  of  small  pox. 
searched  with  avidity  for  this  remedy,  and  riund 
their  lives  upon  the  first  portion  of  matter  the; 
could  procure  from  any  source.  Many  persons,  ia 
the  moment  of  danger  to  a  whole  oeighbotbooid, 
have  sent  messenger  afW  messenger,  and  one  ex- 
press after  another,  to  very  distant  places,  in  the 
greatest  precipitation,  and  sometimes  wilaout  bo- 
ing  able  to  procure  any  maltei  upon  which  tbey 
could  place  their  dependence.  The  fatal  conse- 
quence* which  are  liable  to  flow  from  proceedinga 
of  this  kind,  point  out  to  us,  in  the  plainesi  and 
most  forcible  njannei,  the  necessity  of  preserviog 
this  invaluable  matter  with  the  greatest  care  in 
some  convenient  and  well  known  place,  from 
whence  it  may  be  obtained  at  a  moment's  notice, 
and  disiribiaed  free  of  every  impediment,  and  to 
'  it  may  be  demanded. 


take  the  variolous  disease;  and,  of  those  wlw 
are  liable  to  be  affected  by  it,  there  is  not  one-Wf 
of  them  who  are  willing  to  submit  to  be  vac^- 
naled,  unless  they  are  urged  to  it  by  their  immedi- 
ate exposure  lo  the  contagion  of  small  pox.  This 
imiversal  carelenness  or  uowillmgness  in  iqoal 
p^gde  to  give  themselves  any  trouble,  or  lo  incur 
any  expense  on  this  account,  unless  impelled  by 
some  uoBkediate  dat^cr,  caonol  be  too  harshly 
condemned;  it  is  discouraging  in  the  extreme,  and 
seenw  to  forhode  to  pur  country,  at  some  future 
period  of  time,  a  more  serious  calamity  by  amall 
pox  than  we  have  evei  experiescad  from  it.  We 
sbtmld,  therefore,  take  heed  in  Lme,  and  endeavor, 
by  our  constant  care  and  unremitted  aliention,  to 
preserve  the  kine  pock  in  its  purity  and  excellence. 
The  more  univernl  its  use,  the  more  effectual  and 
certain  will  be  our  future  protection  and  safety 
from  small  pox. 

In  the  years  1815  and  1816  the  cities  of  New 
York  and  Philadelphia  became  much  infected  with 
the  small  pox,  and  from  them  it  was  soon  carried 
into  many  other  towns  and  seaports  within  tW 
United  States;  from  these,  again,  it  was  commu- 
nicated to  others,  and  carried  into  the  interior  of 
our  country,  where  it  has  existed  ever  since.  Be- 
tween tbe  vionths  of  February,  1615,  a^d  April, 

1816.  their  records  infonn'  us  that  one  thousand 
one  Dundred  persons  had  been  diseased  of  small 
pox  in  the  city  of  New  York  aloue,  aod  that  of 
thne  two  huonred  and  ninety-ihree  had  died.  In 
Philadelphia^  from  January  2,  1807,  to  January  1, 

1817,  (omitting  three  years,  from  which  no  ao- 
count  was  received,l  six  hundred  and  twenty-fve 

Kxsnns  died  of  small  pox !    We  have  thus  lodUT 
table  |»roof  that  upwards  of  nine  bundtod  of  mn 
&)low-f  iiiteos  have  AUea  a  sacrifice  within  a  fevr 
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£!an  past  to  this  placue  ia  these  two  citia  alone, 
ut  if  it  were  possible  foi  us  to  bring  into  one 
Tiew  the  sum  total  of  all  the  moitality  aod  con- 
sequeul  iDJurv  which  has  been  suitained  in  difTer- 
ent  parLs  of  theUiiLled  Stales  hy  small  pox  within 
even  a  few  fears  past,  the  exposition  could  not  fail 
to  excite  a  corresponding  feeling  in  yours,  as  well 
as  in  the  mind  of  every  person  who  is  capable  of 
comprehending  its  extent  or  magnitude.  If  this 
destruction  of  our  fellow-creatures  were  unsToida- 
ble,  it  would  certainly  be  most  proper  for  us  to  be 
silent,  and  to  submit  to  it  with  due  humility  of 
heartj  as  is  our  duty  under  erery  dispensation  of 
Providence.  But  the  evils  here  complained  of  are 
Dot  unavoidable;  they  might  with  greater  propri- 
ety be  said  to  be  of  our  own  creating,  for  most  cer- 
tainly they  are  the  natural  effect;  ofour  negtectmg 
an  acknowledged  duty.  In  corroboration  of  this 
opinion,  we  can  state  to  you,  on  authority  which 
cannot  be  controrertcd,  that  during  the  same  pe- 
riod of  time  above  mentioned,  when  the  small  poi 
committed  such  ravages  in  New  York  and  Phila- 
delphia, it  WHS  likewise  introduced  into  the  city  of 
Balli more,  but  it  was  soon  extinguished  again  with 
very  little  difficnlly  ;  and  we  are  well  convinced, 
from  experience,  that,  if  proper  care  were  always 
taken  to  vaccinate  immeaiately  when  the  small  pox 
first  appears  in  any  place,  we  could  soon  subdue 
and  eradicate  this  plague  entirely  from  our  coun- 
try. Iflbatdisheflrteniiigapothy,however,  which 
pervades  the  cmnmunity  in  regard  to  the  danger 
of  small  pox  when  out  of  view  cannot  be  roused 
into  action  by  any  means  within  our  power,  the 
small  pox  must  continue  to  exist  amoug  us,  and 
we  must  occasionally  sufier  sererely  for  our  neglect 
of  the  extraordinary  remedy  which  a  merciful  and 
kind  Providence  has  furnished  na  to  prevent  it. 

Svery  cltrzen,  therefore,  of  a  discerning  mind, 
who  has  the  prosperity  of  his  country  and  the  wel- 
fare of  the  human  family  sincerely  at  his  heart, 
will,  we  hope,  give  the  proposed  plan  of  a  "  Na- 
tional Vaccine  Institution"  hi*  zealous  support, 
and  endeavor  to  bring  as  many  individuals  as  he 
can  under  the  healing  influence  of  vaccination. 
Every  child  properly  vaccinated  will  afford  to  the 
rest  of  the  community  one  additional  security,  at 
least,  against  the  future  prevalence  of  small  pox ; 
and  in  the  same  proportion  as  we  can  increase 
these  securities,  so  also  we  will  raise  up  numerous 
imprefcnable  barriers  to  the  introduction  and  spread- 
ing ol  the  variolous  contagion  amons  us. 

Signed  by  Josiah  Heigs,  Wm.  H.  Clendinen, 
Tho.  Hendervutj  Stephen  B.  Bakh,  B.  B.  Cald- 
well, Jamei  Smith. 

W^aBinoTOH  City,  D.  G-,  Jon.  1, 1980. 


DMlrOBM  BY8TEM  OF  BANKRUPTCY. 

[Communicited  to  tha  Sanats,  Jannar;  ID,  ISSO.] 

To  tht  Staalt  and  Bout  of  Bepratntativti  ijf  lie 

Vniied  Staiu  in  Congrtu  auembled; 

1'he  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Commuce  of 

the  city  of  New  York  respectfully  showeth : 

flM,  when  tbe  fiameis  of  ;ht  Cojuliti^tion  of 


the  United  States  gave  CoDgre!«  power  to  estab- 
lish nniibriD  laws  upon  the  suojectof  bankruptciea 
tbioughout  the  United  States,  ihey  must  have  fore- 
seen that  the  commercial  intercourse  among  tha 
several  Slates  might  at  some  futnre  period  becoma 
so  extensive  and  important  as  to  render  it  advisable, 
if  not  necessary,  for  Congress  toexerciae  iheponix 
thus  given  to  them.  Your  memorial  it  is  beg  leave 
most  respectfully  to  suagest  for  the  consideration 
of  CoDsress  whether  ihe  period  hat  not  arrived 
which  the  ConveutioQ  foresaw,  when  the  inleresta 
of  the  country  require  that  the  power  TftMd  in 
Congress  upon  this  subject  should  be  exercised. 

Among  other  things  which  bind  the  people  of 
the  United  States  together  as  one  nation,  our 
commercial  intercourrie  with  each  other  -must  be 
considered  by  every  esligbtened  staie»mBn  as  a 
band  of  no  insignificaat  importance  j  the  regula- 
tion of  it  wafi,  therefore,  wisely  intrusted  by  the 
Constitution  to  Coogrfss.  To  as  extensive  and 
flourishing  internal  and  foreign  commerce,  it 
seems  to  your  memorialists  that  a  general  syslenx 
of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United  States  is 
essential.  In  casee  where  misfortune  overtakes 
and  ruins  a  merchast  in  any  part  of  the  United 
States,  (and  what  merchant  is  there  whom  mia- 
forlune  may  not  overtake  and  ruini)  it  is  certainly 
important  that  some  plan  should  oe  adopted  by 
which  bis  creditors  in  every  part  of  the  United 
States  should  stand  upon  an  equal  fooiinr,  hava 
an  equal  chance  of  receiving  a  dividend  of  bia 
estate,  and  equal  means  of  kjiowing  in  what  man- 
ner his  property  is  to  be  disposed  of. 

Your  memoriatistt  believe  that  no  other  plaa 
than  a  uniform  bankrupt  law  can  be  adopted  M 
e%ct  these  desirable  ends;  without  it,  ia  oasea 
where  a  merchaat  fails,  his  creditor*  do  not  all 
stand  upon  the  same  footiog.  In  some  of  the 
States,  in  case  of  a  debtor  alisconding,  a  differ- 
ence us  made  by  law  between  the  remedies  agaiait 
him  afforded  to  persons  residing  within  the  State 
and  those  residing  in  other  States.  In  the  State 
of  New  York,  if  a  merchant  fails  and  absconds 
from  the  State,  leaving  property  within  ii,  a  citl- 
sen  of  New  York  may  sue  oi|t  an  attacbmant 
a^nst  the  property  which  he  has  left  behind 
him,  but  a  citizen  of  another  State  cannoL  It  is 
true,  indeed,  that  the  poperty  when  attached  i* 
for  the  benefit  of  oil  his  creditors ;  but  it  is  equally 
true  that  if,  before  be  abeooiid*,  the  debtor  baa 
foresight  enough  to  pay  his  creditors  in  New 
York,  he  may  leave  hia  nropeity  in  the  Slata 
with  perfect  safety,  and  his  vredilors  in  other 
Slates  cannot  touch  it. 

Witfiout  a  general  bankrupt  law,  all  tha  oredi- 
ton  of  a  merchant  who  fails  have  not  an  equal 
chance  of  reoeiving  a  dividend  froin  his  estate. 
When  a  merchant^  a&irs  become  embaifrassed 
in  an^  of  our  commercial  cities,  (the  praotioe  is 
so  uniform  that  it  has  become  a  perfect  system,) 
he  assigns  all  his  property  in  the  &nl  place  to  pa^ 
his  eonSdeolial  fneads,  who  have  tent  him  Abtat 
names  and  their  money,  and  thus  given  hint  s 
false  credit,  which  bas  hciec  the  means  of  his  im- 
posing lipon  o(h<n;  or  he  haa  already  ^igsad,  «r 
security  l«r  uaurjoua  loaiM  proourei)  htm  KWW  W 
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the  liarpiex  who  infett  &U  our  cities,  eTery  thiag 
thai  he  has  of  any  value ;  his  hooeit  business 
credtlors  get  nothing.  The  truth  of  this  has  been 
felt  and  will  be  aekDowledged  by  almoat  every 
cmnmercial  man  in  tbe  United  States. 

Without  a  general  bankrupt  law,  it  is  manifest 
that  all  the  creditors  of  an  unfortunate  or  dishon- 
est merchant  hare  not  equal  means  of  knowing 
how  and  in  what  manner  his  property  is  to  Im 
disposed  of,  unless  they  can  be  presumed  (o  be 
intimately  acquainted  with  the  laws  of  every 
Stale  in  which  ibey  may  have  a  debtor  residing. 

Your  memorialists  cannot  but  express  tbeir 
ttrong  conviction,  founded  upon  experience,  that 
a  geoenil  bankrupt  law  is  esseuiial  to  secure  any 
thing  like  a  just  and  equal  distribution  of  prop- 
erty among  the  creditors  of  unfortunate  merchants. 
Your  memotialiata,  however,  beg  leave  most  re- 
■peclfully  to  suggest  that,  altnough  the  security  of 
creditors  is  the  first  and  great  object  of  a  bankrupt 
law,  yet  the  relief  of  unfortunate  debtors,  who 
have  honestly  given  up  their  properly  for  the  ben- 
efit of  their  creditors,  is  another  object  of  it. 

Your  memorialists  forbear  to  urge  those  argu- 
ments wbich  are  calculated  to  operate  upon  tbe 
heart,  hy,  approaching  it  through  the  feelings  of 
compassion  in  favor  of  the  unfortunate,  for  reasons 
which  will  readily  suggest  themselves ;  but  they 
beg  leave  to  state  that  the  situation  of  tbe  United 
States  seems  in  tbeir  opinion  to  require,  as  a  mere 
matter  of  State  policy,  that  merchants  who  have 
became  unfonunate  should  not  from  that  moment 
be  considered  at  dronesinihe  political  hive,  unable 
in  any  way  to  contribute  to  tbe  general  welfare. 
MisTortaoe  is  apt  enough  to  drive  mankind  to  des- 
peration, to  palsy  all  manly  exertion,  and  to  make 
the  stoutest  man  a  mere  infant.  The  laws  of  the 
country  should  encourage  the  unfortunate  to  future 
exertion,  and  not  sink  them  deeper  in  despair; 
they  should  hold  out,  as  objects  worthy  of  his  fu- 
ture industry,  tbe  support  of  his  family,  who  by 


though  sullied  by  misforti  ,  ,  j  . 
honest  iodustiy  and  exmion,  become  brighter  than 
ever.  By  doing  do,  tbe  Slate  is  certainty  benefit- 
ed, because  it  is  its  interest  to  encourage  industry, 
and  to  excite  as  much  as  possible  the  exertions  of 
all  its  citizens  in  some  honest  pursuit.  The  Sn- 
preme  Court  of  the  United  States  having  decided 
^at  the  State  Legislatures  have  no  authority  to 
discharge  insolvent  debtors  from  their  debts,  utiless 
Congress  in  iheir  wisdom  shall  think  proper  to  in- 
terfere and  pass  a  general  bankrupt  law,  a  mer- 
chant who  becomes  unfortunate  id  the  United 
Stales  must  be  content  for  the  residue  of  his  life 
to  become  a  charge  upon  his  friends  or  his  coun- 
try. The  consequences  of  such  a  state  of  things 
npon  the  commercial  prosperity  of  the  United 
Slates  your  memorialists  leave  to  those  to  deter- 
mine upon  whom  the  duty  of  reffulaling  and  pro- 
Mting  our  commerce  is  iatrustedby  the  Constitu- 
tion. 

Your  memorialists  most  respectfully  pray  that 
Congresi  will  pass  a  law  estaDlltbing  a  general 
system  ofbankruptcT  throogbout  the  United  States, 


which  they  believe  is  called  for  by  the  best  inter 
esis  of  the  country. 

And  your  memorialisls  will  ever  pray,  Ac. 
WILLIAM  BAYARD,  Praidait. 

John  Pint.ird,  Seerttarj/. 


PROHIBITION  OF  SLAVERY  IN  MISSOUBI. 

[Cammunieited  to  tha  Beattc,  January  13,  ino.] 
Newport,  Dectmber  22,  1819. 

At  a  late  and  numerous  meeting  held  at  the 
State  House,  pursuant  to  notice,  for  the  puniose 
of  taking  into  consideration  the  expediency  ofpre- 
sentiog  a  petition  to  Congress  to  prohibit  the  in- 
troduction of  slavery  into  any  State  or  Territory 
that  may  herea^er  be  admitted  into  the  Union, 
Thomas  G.  Pitman,  Esq.,  was  called  to  tbe  chair. 
Af\er  readinfc  the  circular  letter  from  the  New 
York  committee  on  this  very  interesting  subject, 
and  likewise  their  address  to  the  American  peopl& 
which  was  followed  by  considerable  debate  ana 
many  applicable  remarks,  tbe  following  resolutions 
were  almost  unanimously  adopted: 

Rciohed,  That  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Caleb  Green, 
John  Slocum,  Thomas  Peckfaam,  and  Edward 
W.  Lawton,  be  a  committee  to  draught  a  memo- 
rial to  Congress,  praying  them  to  prooilut  the  fui~ 
ther  extension  of  slavery  into  any  Territory  that 
may  he  admitted  into  the  union  of  the  Stales. 

RetUved,  That  David  Buffum,  David  Buffum, 
junior,  Benjamin  Hadwen,  John  Slocum,  Ste- 

Eben  Gould,  Clarke  Rodman,  Job  Sherman,  Thos. 
[.  Mumford,  and  Edward  W.  Lawiou,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  obtain  signatures  to  the  said  memorial, 
and  forward  the  same  to  Congress  as  soon  as  may 
be. 

Agreeably  to  the  first  recited  resolution,  the  un- 
dersigned, having  prepared  tbe  annexed  memorial, 
respectfully  submit  the  same  to  the  citizens  t^  the 
town  of  Newport  and  its  vicinity  for  tbeir  appro- 
bation and  signatures. 

THOMAS  PECKHAM, 
DUTEE  J.  PEARCE, 
CALEB  GREEN, 
JOHN  SLOCUM, 
EDW.  W.  LAWTON. 

To  Oie  HonoraUt  SmaU  vfthe  VniUd  StaCet: 
The  memorial  of  tbe  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Newport,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  with 
reference  to  the  bill  now  pending  before  your 
honorable  body,  authorizing  the  people  of  the 
Territory  of  Miseouri  to  form  a  State  Govern- 
ment, and  for  other  purposes,  respectfully  show- 
eth: 

That  slavery,  as  it  now  exists  in  tbe  United 
States,  in  the  opinion  of  your  memorialists,  can 
never  oe  made  a  matter  of  reproach  to  the  eziil- 
ing  Government  or  the  present  generation.  It 
was  an  evil  introduced  into  the  colonies  }»  the 
parent  Slate,  and  acquiesced  in  to  a  great  degree 
by  the  colonies  themselves,  in  an  age  when  (he 
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traffic  in  Elara  whs  punued  by  all  natioiu  with- 
out a  snapicioa  of  its  enormity. 

The  Northera  colonies  paiticipsled  in  it  equally 
with  the  Southern,  uid  the  aavigaiion  of  the 
New  Eaeland  poTts,aDd  particularly  of  this  towD, 
was  emplDyed  continually  on  the  Africsn  coast, 
in  the  transportation  of  sUres  to  the  differciii 
AmericsD  markets,  and  by  means  of  American 
capital.  There  can  be  no  reproach,  therefore,  cant 
apon  our  Southern  brethren  for  the  introduction 
of  this  evil,  which  as  your  memorialists  conceive, 
'will  not  equally  attach  itself  to  ourselves  and  to 
tbe  English  nation.  We  were  all  equally  dis- 
posed to  embark  in  the  traffic,  and  to  avail  our- 
selves of  its  proceeds,  and  the  guilt,  if  any  there 
,{  jjf.  _T J  ;_ 1  3 1 —  .i. 

anet  giving  Coogress  an  unlimited  power 
ulate  commerce,  with  certain  reservations  as  lo 
the  intercanrse  between  the  respective  States,  prO' 
Tides  "  that  the  migration  or  importation  of  such 
persons  as  any  of  tbe  States  now  existing  shall 
think  proper  to  admit  shall  not  be  prohibited  by 
tbe  Congress  prior  to  the  year  one  thousand  ei^ht 
hundred  and  eight ;  but  a.  tax  or  duty  may  be  im- 
posed on  such  importation,  not  exceeding  ten  dol- 
lars for  each  person." 

As  the  reservation  here  mentioned  related  merely 
to  the  direct  trade,  an  act  was  passed  as  early  as 
A.  D.  17d4  making  it  unlawful  for  any  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  or  alien  residing  therein,  to 
transport  in  American  bottoms  the  inhabitants  of 
any  kingdom,  place,  or  country,  to  any  other  for- 
eign kingdom,  [dace,  or  country,  to  be  sold  and  dis- 
poaed  otas  edavee,  or  from  the  United  States  to 
any  foreign  kingdom,  place,  or  country  ;  and,  by 
a  subsequent  act,  it  was  made  penal  to  hold  )»vp- 
eiiy  in  any  vessel  whatever  bo  employed^  or  to 
serve  on  board  such  vessel,  whether  American  or 
foreign.  The  direct  trade,  as  is  known  to  your 
honorable  body,  had  become  limited  to  one  or  two 
States,  by  the  enlightened  views  that  prevailed  in 
the  South,  even  before  Congress  had  the  authority 
to  interpose  for  itself.  And  when  the  Constitu- 
tional period  to  which  the  limitation  on  their 
power  extended  was  about  to  expire  by  the  pros- 
pective act  of  March  2d,  A.  D.  1807,  it  vras  de- 
clared unlawful  to  import  or  bring  into  the  United 
Stales  any  negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  color, 
with  the  intent  to  hold,  sell,  or  dispose  of  such  ne- 
ETO,  mulatto,  or  person  of  color,  as  a  slave,  after 
the  1st  day  of  January,  1808.  This  law,  as  is 
well  known  to  your  honorable  bodv,hBS9ine«  been 
modified  by  another  act,  principally  with  respect 
to  its  penalties ;  and,  finally,  enforced  by  a  law  of 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  authorizing  the  Pre- 
sident to  employ  the  armed  vessels  of  Uie  United 
States  on  the  American  and  African  coasts,  to  ap- 
point agents  lo  reside  in  Africa,  and  to  offer  boon- 
ties  for  the  slaves  released.  Thus,  the  United 
States  have  the  honor  of  being  the  first  to  advocate 
and  the  first  to  adopt  those  humane  and  enlight- 
ened meanires  which,  after  twenty  years'  earnest 
and  eloquent  exhortation,  have  become  the  pride 
ud  the  glory  trf'  the  States  of  Entope. 


If  tbe  people  of  this  country,  as  is  the  opinion 
of  your  memorialists,  were  responsible  for  (he  con- 
tinuance of  the  slave  trade  auer  the  government 
of  the  States  and  the  Union  bad  passed  into  their 
own  bauds,  it  is  equally  incumbent  on  your  me- 
morialbts.  and  all  others  who  enjoy  the  protection 
of  OUT  mild  and  equal  laws,  lo  confine  the  exist- 
ence of  slavery  within  the  narrowest  limits  possi- 
ble. To  say  nothing  of  its  utter  inconsistency 
with  the  genius  of  our  republican  institutions, 
and  of  its  latal  effects  on  the  principles  and  morals 
of  men,  the  simple  circumstance  tbal  the  Qovern- 
ment  of  the  United  Stales  has  entirely  prohibiled 
Ihe  importation  of  slaves,  directly  or  indirectly, 
as  your  memorialists  have  set  forth,  is  sufficient 
of  itself  to  enforce  on  us  the  duty.  But  it  will  be 
in  vain  that  Congress  shall  prohibit  tbe  traffic  in 
slaves  under  the  severest  penaliies,  or  that  the 
President  be  disposed  to  exert  himself  to  the  ut- 
most to  enforce  these  provisions,  if  an  immense 
market  is  to  be  opened  in  the  territories  of  the 
West  for  the  unhappy  victims  of  this  traffic.  The 
inevitable  result  of  KUch  a  course  of  proceedings 
must  be,  as  your  memorialists  apprehend,  to  iri- 
ereaw  the  temptations  to  iotiodoee  them  illegally, 
already  too  great,  and  fatal  to  Ihe  morals  and  in- 
dustry of  your  constituents,  it  cannot,  then,  escape 
the  notice  of  your  honorable  body  that  tbe  outlet 
of  the  Mississippi  and  its  tributary  waters,  and 
generally  of  the  streams  that  flow  into  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  is  placed  by  nature  in  a  r^on  beyond 
almost  any  other  in  tbe  Union,  open  to  an  illicit 
trade — a  lowallnviHlcoontry,  abounding  in  inlets, 
remote  from  any  dense  popnJatiDn,  in  the  vicinitv 
of  Cuba,  a  great  depot  and  slave  mart — and  afford- 
ing temptations  innnmeraUe  to  a  traffic  in  slaves 
from  the  education  and  habits  of  the  people  of 
LouisianB.  The  experience  of  the  Government 
has  exactly  eorrespODded  to  what  your  memorisl- 
iKts  would  have  presumed  to  be  the  case.  We  re- 
fer your  honorable  body  to  the  explicit  testimony 
of  the  collector  of  tbe  customs  at  New  Orleans, 
(Mr.  Beverly  Chew,}  in  his  letters  to  tbe  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject  of  the  pirati- 
cal establishment  at  Galveston  ;  and  to  the  state- 
ment made  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  and 
never  contradicted,  that  above  14,000  slaves  were 
introdaced  into  the  United  States  in  that  year, 
and  principally  through  these  outlets.  We  would 
ask,  then,  with  all  deference  to  your  honorable 
body,  what  can  be  more  feasible  to  the  unprinci- 
riea  men  engaged  in  this  business  than,  after  the 
'  Louisiana  market  is  glutted,  to  introduce  slavery 
to  any  extent,  and  with  perfect  inipuniiy  to  them- 
selves, into  tbe  Missouri  State^  if  Congress  should 
unhappily  countenance  its  existence?  Your  me- 
morialists cannot  doubt  for  a  moment  tbat  this 
would  really  be  the  case,  and  they  are  persnaded 
that  it  has  already  taken  place,  to  an  alarming  ex- 
tent, under  tbe  territorial  laws. 

But  admitting,  for  the  sake  of  tbe  ar^ment,  as 
your  memorialists  are  wUlinff  to  admit,  that  Ihe 
number  of  dlaves  introduced  into  the  Union  from 
foreign  countries,  and  in  violation  of  yonr  laws, 
must  ever  be  inconsiderable,  vonrmemorialistit  are 
still  of  opinion  that  it  woald  be  unwise  irf  Con- 
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gress  to  permit  the  ex  tension  of  tlafery  is  tbenew 
States.  The  slaves  wbicb  migbt  then  be  iBtro- 
duced  into  Missouri,  from  the  Union  a.t  large, 
would  multiply,  as  your  memorialista  conceive,  lo 
a  degree  hiitierto  unkiiown  id  thia  countey,  not 
oaly  liom  the  increased,  facilities  of  eubsiiUQce, 
but  tbe  comparative  mildnesa  of  hat  climate. 
Whilst  the»e  causes  were  operatiag  to  perpetuate 
the  evil  in  the  West,  the  slave  popiUaiion  io  the 
Atlaalic  States  must  of  necessity  rise  with  the  de- 
tnand  for  labor  and  the  meaos  of  life;  sad  the 
eveDl  would  be.  as  your  memorialists  can  confi- 
dently predict,  liutt  the  number  of  persons  of  this 
unhappy  de»cripiion  in  tbe  United  States  would 
be  a  thousandfold  greater  than  if  the  slaves  were 
confined,  as  your  meaiorialists  would  advia^  to  the 
States  DOW  holding  them. 

We  would  ash,  with  all  deference  to  your  honor- 
able body,  when  and  where  is  this  evil  loceaael  If 
it  he  perniLited  to  the  people  of  Missouri,  there  is  no 
reason  that  yoitr  memorialists  can  conceive  why  it 
may  not  be  allowed  to  tbe  inhabitants  of  every  part 
of  Lauiiiana  within  the  treaty  of  limits.  And,  with- 
out pretending  to  any  unoommon  sagacity  on  this 
subject,  It  is  aasy  for  your  memoriausts  lo  foresee 
that  this  will  certainly  be  the  case,  without  tbe  in- 
terposition of  the  General  QoverncDent.  If  the 
United  Sutra  had  no  experience  whatever  of  tbe 
effects  of  slavery,  and  it  were  still  a  problem  bow 
far  it  might  be  beneficial  to  a  Slate  to  tolerate  its 
existence  in  the  mildest  form,  it  would  appear  more 
cndible  to  your  memorialists  that  citizens  of  the 
United  Slate*  might  be  found  who  would  be  wi' 
ling  to  make  the  u«iried  experiment  in  our  ne 
territory. 

But  witli  die  convictiosB  whicli  our  colonial  hia- 
lory  and  every  ^y's  experience  are  forcing  on  the 
mind*  of  your  coiostiiuents ;  with  the  acknowl- 
edged &cl  that  slavery  was  intioduced  among  us 
is  an  unenligluefied  and  fanalioal  age,  and  uiBt, 
for  neatly  two  centuiies,  it  has  beea  progreBsirely 
fruitful  of  the  tnosl  unhappy  results  m  this  coun- 
try ;  and  knowing,  as  we  well  do,  its  effects  on  the 
state  of  agriculture,  the  manafaottu'iag  and  me- 
chanic arts,  and  generally  on  the  iodustrious  and 
profitable  habits  of  a  people,  and  their  domestic 
peace — to  think  of  introducing  such  a  st^c  of 
things,  and  of  choice,  too,  in  a  new  country,  ' 
your  memo  riallsb  perfectly  inconceivable. 

Yo{ur  memorialists  are  well  aware  that  it  may 
be  a  very  obvious  reply  to  the  siaileaiCDt  of  your 
memorial isln,  that,  adinitting  tbe  reasonabkneM 
of  wbal  your  raemorialista  have  set  forth,  it  is  still 
incumbent  on  them  lo  show  that  Congiea  have  » 
right  to  w«scribe  this  condition  lo  a  sMrereigii 
StMa.  Youi  memorialists  might  be  oooleat,  on 
this  oac»sion,  to  refer  to  tbe  nnifom  pF«etia«  ol 
the  Oovernmeni,  and  to  the  well  known  fool  ^l 
this  vary  condition,  and  many  others,  beattin,  have 
been  made  in  almost  every  insMnce  tbe  bases  of 
;heir  admission  into  tbe  Union  wbeaenr 
Stttaa  have  been  formed  out  of  our  old  doi 
Thsie  is  sothing,  as  irow  moworitJi^  can  per- 
ceive, in  tbe  Treaty  of  Paris,  by  which  Louisiaaa 
wa*  ae4ed  lo  this  em(nt4j[,  that  makes  it  neMmir 


jmply  requiKs  of  ibis  Oarenimcnt  that  the 
Territory  in  question  shall  be  admitted  into  ibc 
Union  as  soon  as  possible,  and  npon  the  principles 


for  the  Uoiied  St^ee  w  d^art  from  the  practice. 


manner  as  other  States  have  been  admitted-  And, 
point  of  fact,  when  the  southern  section  of  this 
Territory,  under  the  name  of  Louisiana,  was  about 
to  be  formed  into  a  State,  it  was  required  of  it  to 
conform,  not  to  the  condition  we  have  meniioned, 
indeed,  (for  the  silnation  of  the  T^riiory  entirely 
forbade  it,)  but  other  conditimis  were  made  pre- 
liminary to  this  favor  and  implying  an  equal  de- 
gree of  power  in  tbe  party  prescribing  them. 
It  is  well  known  to  your  bonoraUe  body  that  it 
u  made  a  posiiive  condition  with  Louisiana, 
t  only  that  the  lands  of  the  United  Sutes  wilh- 
__  her  jurisdiciion  should  never  be  taxed,  and  that 
all  puicbaaen  of  said  lands  should  enjoy  tbe  same 
immunity  for  five  years  after  their  purchases,  btti, 
what  b  equally  remarkable,  it  is  provided  that  the 
trial  by  jury  shall  be  secure  to  her  citizens  in  all 
crimiiiftl  cases,  and  that  the  laws  which  sucb  State 
shall  pass  shall  be  promulgated,  and  iti  records,  of 
every  description,  shall  be  preserved,  and  its  judi- 
cial and  legislative  written  proceedings  conducted 
in  the  language  in  which  the  law*  and  the  judi- 
cial and  legislative  written  proceedings  of  (he 
United  States  are  now  pubjisbed  and  conducted. 
Your  bonoraUs  body  is  doubtless  well  infmmed 
that,  in  tbe  Spanish  and  French  coloniee  establish- 
ed on  this  continent,  the  civil  law,  which  never 
recognised  our  institution  of  juries,  was  intrO' 
duced  at  a  very  eaitv  period.  And  in  the  povinca 
of  Louisiana,  thougn  it  had  of^  changed  mas- 
ton,  and  had  been  at  times  theproperty  of  Pranec 
and  Spain,  the  French  language  was  principally 
in  nse.  These  were  circumstance*,  as  your  me- 
morialists conceive,  of  no  small  import  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Loukiana,  considering  the  nature  of  their 
education  and  desoent,  and,  to  the  aj^reheasion 
of  your  memorialists,  quite  a*  much  a  matter  of 
internal  regulation  as  the  hi^ng  of  pM'son*  to 
invohmiary  servitude.  And  yet  your  nonoratde 
predeceason  of  the  twelfth  Con^^reBs,  in  tbe  exer- 
cise, a*  your  memorialbts  conceive,  of  their  ^igh^ 
ful  conititntional  power  to  make  ine  admission  of 
a  State  into  the  Union  conditioDal,  and  of  tha 
duty  incumbent  on  Congress  to  guaranty  to  etch 
Stale  a  repohliaan  form  of  goremmeni,  did  pre- 
scribe to  Lonisiana  as  your  memorialiaU  have  set 
forth. 

But  yonr  memorialiits  are  persuaded  that,  if  do 
suchpieeedenta,  were  to  be  found  in  the  law*  of 
the  Union,  and  the  ConstitutioDal  bisjory  of  this 
Cforanmenl  were  not  full  of  examples  to  con&rm 
tbeir  theory,  it  would  sliU  be  rery  manifest  that 
Coagrea*  has  ample  power  to  impose  this  condi- 
tion, parlienlatly  uom  an  examination  of  tbe  Coiv- 
stitution,  in  tbe  third  and  fourth  seotiona  of  iii 
fourth  artiele.  and  that  the  ohjectioas  drawn  fmn 
the  nature  of  the  Slate  sovereignties  are  altogetlMi 
unfounded. 

But  your  memoiiahsis  forbear  to  paraoa  a  dit- 
conion  to  which  yonr  booonble  body  mqst  be  fkF 
more  competent  than  they  ean  pretend  toll*.  Thsf 
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will  nKrelf  abaeiTe  to  the  SeoBte  that,  to  tfa«u 
appreheosioo,  a  question  of  greeta  magnitadc, 
and  ioTolTtDg  CDii.'i<)eratioas  of  higher  miHnent  to 
the  inteteste  and  ba;qHttesa  of  the  AmericBD  peo- 
ple, has  nerer  be«D  rabmilled  to  the  decision  of 
CoUfKM.  They  believe  (hat  your  hoDoiaUabodf 
must  be  ambitioui  of  retnembmnes,  and  of  grate- 
ful lemembnnee,  in  afler-iifDea ;  and  they  cannot 
conceive  of  a  more  esTiaUe  diHinetion  than  that 
it  ehall  be  the  happy  leault  erf  your  benefieent 
meaaures  thai  in  the  wildest  and  mo«t  fiDitfol  re- 
gion of  this  great  continent,  and  at  bo  remote  day, 
not  one  huiaaa  being  is  denied  hit  ulnral  and  in- 
alienable rights.  And  your  memorialisia  hmnUv 
pr«y  that  a  prorision  may  be  intarimi  in  the  bill 
now  pending  before  yoar  nonorablebodyanlbonz- 
ing  the  people  of  the  Territory  of  MiMoari  to  foriQ 
a  8categov«mmenl,andfbioibcrpt>rpo«ea,fisbid- 
ding  the  esteniion  of  sU*ery  id  said  ^ate. 


PROHIBITION  OP  3LAVERX  IN  HUSOURI. 

[CoDimaitlMtea  to  Uu  Siaita,  January  18,  1830.] 

At  a  meeting  of  the  oitiaens  of  Hartford  nnd  its 
Tioiaily,  held  at  tlie  State  Hotne,  on  Friday,  the 
3ddayi»fDec«mber,181^piu*«ttDttoMblienoticf, 
for  the  purpoR  of  takiag  into  coonderatiaa  tbe 
raEyeelot  pttmiuiogsIaTefyinnicbSlatwasnuy 
hereafter  be  admitted  into  tbe  Union,  John  T. 
Peters  was  appointed  chaknun,  and  J.  W.  Ed- 
ward b,  secretary. 

The  following  resolutiou  were  adopted; 

RMtload,  That  tbe  existence  of  alaTery  in  this 
Republia  iaan  evil  deqily  to  be  lamented,  asd 
utterly  repugnant  to  tbe  prmoipleB  of  a  RepnUioMi 
OovemineoL 

Reulvtd,  That,  in  tbe  opinion  c^  thia  maetiuf, 
tbe  peculiar  phraMolt^  of  the  preambJe  to  the 
Dcclamcion  of  Independence,  declahng  that  "all 
men  are  created  equai,"  &e.,  «liowi  coneluuTely 
that  the  illuatrions  author*  of  (hat  doewneni  ncret 
contemplated  the  further  exteaiion  td  slavery  in 
theae  United  Siatea. 

StKilwid,  That,  in  tbe  <9taii<»i  of  thia  meeiins, 
CoDgrev  poewEses  the  dear  and  iadt^pntable  nght 
to  prescribe  the  temw  upon  which  any  territory 
may  be  admitted  into  the  Union  as  an  independcM 
Sutej  andthatacoDtimrydocwinewoaldaotoaly 
tend  to  destroy  that  order  and  hamony  no  india- 
peDiable  to  the  happiness  and  union  of  these  Statn, 
out  would  prostrate  the  powera  eoofided  to  the 
Qeoeial  Oovonment  by  the  Conatilniioa. 

SmUtd,  That  it  is  a  duty  the  American  people 
owe  to  their  Republican  character,  and  the  honor 
and  glory  of  their  country,  to  eodea rot  by  all  baa- 
orabie  and  lawful  means,  to  prerent  the  further 
extension  of  slaTcry,  which  we  consider  to  be  con- 
trary to  the  spirit  of  our  free  and  excellent  Cou- 
UitulioD,  and  injurious  to  the  high^t  interests  of 
the  natioQ. 

ilMobml,  ThatgwhilewelamenttheeSbrMwhich 
the  Represeoiatires  ia  the  last  Congress  from  the 
slavehoIdiDg  States  made  tocitend  anevi' ~  ''  ' 
aH  unite  in  dcplofiag,  the  thanks  of  tU* 


are  eminently  due  to  those  members  who  so  ably 
and  zealoasly  opposed  the  admission  of  slarery  into 
the  proposed  Slate  of  Missouri. 

AwM,  That  the  Senators  and  Representatives 
in  Congress  from  this  Slate  be  requested  to  use 
every  Iranorable  and   GonstitntionBl  exertion  to 

g«vent  the  admission  of  davery  into  any  new 
tale  which  may  be  formed. 

RudMi,  That  the  Hon.  Thomas  S.  Williams, 
Rer.ThomasH.OaiUudet,  Hon.  Sylvester  Wells, 
aad  Hon.  John  T.  Peters  bea  coromiitee  lo  draught 
a  menwriai  to  Congress  upon  this  subject,  which 
shall  compart  with  tbe  spirit  of  these  resolutions. 

KeniMi,  Thai  the  Chairman  of  this  meeting  be, 
and  he  b  hereby,  tcquesled  to  forward  ■  copy  of 
these  reaolutionBand  memorial  to  the  Senators  and 
Rnnesentatives  in  Congren  from  ihis  State. 

tUMohud,  That  Michael  But],  Naibaniel  Good- 
win, Cbarles  Babcock,  Oliver  B.  Williams  C has. 
L.  Porter,  Thomas  Huntington,  Jos«ph  B.  Oilberl, 
B.  BoUea,  Samuel  Hantiarton,  fiUhu  Olmsted, 
Azor  Hatch,  and  Roderick  Teiry  be  a  committee 
to  soUdtsigMRuPM  10  the  said  memorial;  aid  that 
the  seveml  printers  ef  newspapers  in  this  State  be 
requested  topublish  the  proceedings  bf  this  meeting. 
JOHN  T.  PBTBRS,  ClkiMKM. 
JONA.  W.  EDWARDS,  Seentatj. 

To  the  Stneie  and  Hoiue  of  JUfirettntathia  ef  tie 
Vaiied  Stalt*  of  Amtrita  in  Congratt  OMitmblBdi 
The  memorial  of  the  undersized,  inhabitants 
otT  thecity  of  Hartford  and  iu  vicmity,  in  the  Stata 
of  Connecticut,  respectfoUy  represents:  That,  as 
youi  present  session  will  probablY  fnniih  the  oc- 
casion of  decidinga  qncstioB  which  deeply  involves 
tbe  ebaraeler  and  prosperity  of  the  vast  Rranhlic 
over  whose  inteiau  yuu  are  called  by  Providence 
to  preside ;  the  welfare  of  that  eottii>tless  posterity 
whoate  lomherlt  from  us  all  dni  can  render  human 
life  a  blessing  or  a  ewae;  andtbe&taitf  tfaotuusdi 
of  our  fcUow-meo,  whoae  dearest  rights  ban  beat 
so  Im^  sacrificed  to  the  fden  of  necetaity  or  trf"  in- 
terest, we  dean  it  a  saocd  duty  wbiefa  we  owe  to 
ourselves,  lo  o«r  «ottnlry,  and  oar  Qod,  U>  mi^ 
nse  of  that  intalnahle  pnvilege  which  onr  Mcdlcnt 
CooatitMion  aflords  as,  of  allemptug  to  infltMaea 
the  Couoeils  of  th«  nation,  by  every  coaaidwntiOB 
and  motive  which  justice,  honor,  and  ai  soasd  |iol> 
icy  will  snnetion,  ere  the  final  step  betaken,  wlnoh, 
if  a  wrong  ona,  will  shrtrad  the  prospeoa  of  av 
Counby'shanHa^  and  glory  in  shadta  of  the  deep- 
In  doing  this,  we  avow  that  no  in&enoeaotoatea 
i»  but  the  purest  patriotism.  We  would  rise  su- 
perior lo  that  ignoble  jealousy  iriiieh  weagbs  all 
political  queatiotts  in  the  petty  seale  of  mere  Slate 
interest,  and  meaiinrEi  every  proceeding  of  the 
National  Legislature  fay  the  contncted  standard 
of  advantaga  to  the  Nortbem  or  Southern,  the 
Knstetn  or  Wcalem  sections  of  our  common  cona- 
try.  We  would  feel  as  Ameiicaos,  and  prcMt  to 
your  respeciaUe  body  onir  such  considerations  a* 
are  worthy  of  the  reeard  of  thoae  who,  in  thehr 
kftst  imporiant  as  weQ  ma  most  momeiktous  deci- 
sional >hoitld  fix  a  nngie  ej«  npon  the  ganeral  hap- 
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pioess  of  millioDs  who  are  to  constitute,  under  the 
auspices  of  prudeol  and  magaanimous  councils,  a 

great  and  hap^y  people. 

We  are  inspired  withalively  hope  that  what  we 
may  venture  to  suggest  will  be  weighed  with  care- 
fulness and  candor  when  we  call  to  mind  the  hon- 
orable and  energetic  measures  which  Congresa  has 
of  late  adopted  lo  check  the  future  pro^ss  of 
slavery  in  ibe  United  States — measures  which,  we 
trust,  will  yet  derive  resistless  efficacy  from  the  co- 
operation  of  the  whole  Christian  world,  from  a  vigi 
laot  enforcemenl  b^  those  officers  whose  province 
it  is  to  cairy  them  into  effect,  and  from  the  repeat- 
ed adoptiou  of  sucb  future  auxiliary  provisions  as 
the  elusive  cunning  of  the  traffickers  in  haman 


unhappy  will  be  the  result  if  the  accession  of  ni 
"  '    "  ■       '  tog  them  theprivilc^ 

'  ifllaw-men  in  bon^' 

_„_, _    .    o  be  the  diacomfiture  of  tboM 

geneioas  efforts  which  are  made  to  prevent  our 
vast  portion  of  this  western  hemispbere  from  be- 
ing any  longer  the  disf^racefol  prisou-howe  of  the 
unfortunate  sons  of  Alriea. 

That  the  Constitution  invests  Congress  with 
ample  power  to  impose  a  restriction  with  regard  to 
slavery  upon  sucb  State*  as  may  from  time  to  time 
be  admitted  into  the  Unioa,  the  territory  of  which 
lien  out  of  the  original  limits  of  the  United  States, 
we  think  there  can  be  no  doubt.  The  Union  is 
indeed  a  compact  of  iodependeut  and  sovereign 
Slates  ;  bat  it  is  a  compact  whos?  base  rests  on 
the  principleswbiehatt  the  States  avowed  in  their 
combined  strn^gle  for  fieedoia  ;  on  the  priuciptes 
of  relative  justice,  of  mutual  sacrifices  of  interest 
for  the  general  welfare,  end  of  a  aurrender  of  in- 
dividual rights  to  promote  the  strength  and  pros- 
peritT  of  one  common  Republic. 

These  principles,  which,  under  Providence,  gave 
Tigor  to  the  resistance  of  the  colonies  against  the 
usurpation  of  the  otother  coantry,  and  a  happy 
result  to  that  resistance,  did  not  cease  to  have  a 
bmding  force  upon  the  States  when  the  conflict  for 
liberty  was  oter,  and  when,  aannming  again  for  a 
little  while  their  original  sovereignty,  they  de- 
liberated in  their  individual  capacity  upon  the 
adoptiiMi  of  such  a  form  of  government  as  would 
best  actmre  to  tbem  and  iheir  posterity  the  tdex 
ings  for  which  tbey  had  been  cantending.  They 
mre  unafaackled,  it  is  true,  by  the  restriciious 
of  any  written  instrtiment,  but  they  were  still 
bound  to  each  other  by  the  ties  of  honor  and  justice. 
When  we  find  them  proclaiming  to  the  world  as 
oBe  of  the  principles — nay,  as  the  fandameDta) 
principle  under  which  they  Imd  acted  in  concert — 
"  that  all  men  are  created  equal ;  that  they  are 
endowed  by  their  Creator  with  certain  inalienable 
rights ;  that  among  these  are  life,  liberty,  and  the 
pursuit  of  happiness,"  can  we  cast  sucb  a  re- 
proach upon  the  worthies  who  conducted  their 
councils  as  to  snppcwe  that  they  meant  entirely  to 
abandon  this  principle,  or  not  to  feel  its  forcel 
Its  application,  iodaed,  was  waived  with  referenoe 
to  those  Sutes  whose  policy  led  them  to  make  it 
a  condition  of  their  ailttptioa  of  the  Fedcnl  Con- 


stitution that  they  should  retain  the  privil^e  of 
holding  slaves,  and  that  these  slaves  snoold  go  to 
increase  the  mass  of  tbeir  population  who  shoald 
be  entitled  to  a  voice  in  our  National  Councils. 
But  this  was  done  in  the  spirit  of  compromise ; 


primitive  force,  with  reference  to  any  new  States 
which  may  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  and  which 
lie  out  of  the  limits  of  those  States  who  made  the 
compromue ;  so  that  no  ar^ment  in.  favor  of  the 
alMolute  and  entire  sovereignty  of  new  States  is 
more  fallacious  thas  that  drawn  from  a  supposed 
analogy  between  their  retaUon  to  the  Union  and 
that  wnieh  existed  between  the  States  who  origi- 
nallv  formed  this  Union. 

There  has  never  been  a  period  in  our  history 
sittce  the  time  of  our  first  resistance  to  Qreat  Britain 
that  a  greater  or  less  surrender  of  the  rishla  of 
State  sovereignty  has  not  been  made  for  the  gen- 
eral good^  and  if,  fw  the  same  object,  such  a 
surrender  is  now  demanded  of  any  portion  of  out 
country  that  wishes  to  enjoy  the  privilc^  of  be- 
coming a  State,  it  has  no  right  to  complain  of 
partial  treatment ;  and  unfounded  indeed  is  such  a 
complaint,  when  the  surrender  required,  or  the 
restriction  imptwed,  is  sanctioned  by  one  of  the 
fundamental  principles  of  the  great  coarter  of  our 
liberties ;  a  departure  from  which,  for  reasons  Ihsl 
DO  new  State  can  now  urge,  waa  once  reluetanlly 
made  in  order  to  secure  the  unanimous  adoptioit 
of  tbs  Federal  Constitution. 

Surely,  if  the  States  who  were  the  original  par- 
ties to  the  compact  had  a  right  lo  stipulate  with 
each  other  with  regard  to  the  surrender  which 
each  should  make  of  some  portion  of  its  sover- 
eignty for  the  common  weal,  they  have  now  the 
right,  through  Congress,  as  their  organ,  to  make 
similar  stiptilationsTor  the  same  object  with  those 
who  are  to  become  new  parties  to  the  compact. 
The  only  question,  then,  that  remains  is,  has  the 
Constitution  empowered  Congress  to  act  as  this 
organi  The  third  sedton  of  the  fourth  article  of 
that  instrument  says;  "New  Slates  may  be  ad- 
milted  by  the  Congress  into  this  Union  ;  but  no 
new  Statea  shall  be  fanned  oi  erected  within  ibe 
jurisdiction  of  any  other  State,  nor  any  State  be 
formed  by  the  junction  of  two  or  more  States,  or 

Crts  of  States,  wilbovt  the  consent  of  the  Legis- 
tures  of  the  Stales  concerned,  as  well  as  of  the 
Congress."  The  hir  construction  of  this  lan- 
guage is,  that  CoDgivsa  is  to  judge  of  the  expe- 
diency of  admitting  new  Stales  into  the  Union, 
andalsoof  the  terms  of  Iheir  admission  J  and,  lest 
this  power  vested  in  Congress  should  seem  to  en 
croach  upon  the  (ova«ignty  of  the  States  who 
w«re  actually  parties  to  the  compact,  their  consent 
is  made  necessary  in  case  new  States  arc  fonMd 
out  of  them,  or  bv  their  junction  ;  which  evidmtly 
proves  that,  in  all  other  cases,  the  power  of  Con- 

Sest  was  to  be  complete  and  unrestricted.  As 
e  Consiituiion  nowhere  gives  any  portion  of 
territory,  or  any  mass  of  population,  the  right  to 
force  itself  into  the  Union ;  and  as  it  nowhere  de- 


BtatM  may  bt  aduuttad,  but  refers  the  wbde  sab- 
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ject  in  the  most  general  temis  to  CoDmst,  ii  x«ems 
to  result  flora  the  very  uecetsily  ol  the  c&se,  «a 
well  as  from  the  fair  interpretaiioa  of  the  Cousti- 
tulioD,  thai  Congress  muU  judge  of  the  ezpedieDcy 
and  of  the  conditiona  of  all  such  admisaioaa.  This 
po^ver  CoDgiess  has  more  thaa  once  exercised; 
not  have  the  various  restriotioos  which  it  has  im- 
posed upon  sereral  of  the  new  States,  as  the  terms 
of  their  admission  into  the  Union,  been  heretofore 
considered  any  infringement  of  the  Constitution, 
or  undue  encroachment  upon  Stale  sovereignly. 
Qood  faith,  therefore,  wijf  be  strictly  kept  with 
those  who  have  become  subU-ct  to  the  Oovem- 
meal  of  the  United  States  by  the  treaty  of  the 
cession  of  Louisiana,  if,  upon  their  wishing  to  be 
made  a  new  Slat^  they  are  required,  as  a  condi- 
tion of  this,  to  pledge  themselves  to  interdict 
slavery  within  tneii  limits:  for,  although  the 
treaty  stipulates  that  they  shall  be  incorporated 
into  the  Union  of  the  United  Sutes,  and  admitted 
as  soon  as  possible  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the 
rights,  advantages,  and  immaoiiies  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  yet,  all  this  is  to  be  done,  as 
the  same  treaty  striates,  "according  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Federal  Constitution."  Like  every 
other  citisen  of  the  United  States,  a  citizen  of 
the  contemplaied  new  State  will  have  the  privi- 
Iqp  of  holding  slaves  in  those  Slates  where  slavery 
is  permitted ;  and,  like  other  citizens,  be  debaned 
thw  privilege  in  Stales  where  slavery  is  not  per- 
mitted. Nor  does  it  at  all  affect  the  merits  oithe 
case  thai  his  own  happens  to  be  one  of  theM  S  tales. 
Without  going  into  any  detail  of  argument,  the 
same  reasoning  applies,  muto^Rtutoadu,  with  con- 
clusive force  to  the  objection  which  is  raised  to 
the  proposed  reniriction  aeaiost  the  existence  of 
slavery  in  any  new  State, Troin  that  article  in  the 
Constiiution  which  provides  that  "the  citizens  of 
each  Stale  shall  he  entitled  to  all  privileges  and 
immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several  Stales." 

So  far  from  injustice  being  done  to  the  slave- 
holding  States  by  the  proposed  restriction,  which 
it  is  contended  by  many  would  be  the  case,  we 
feel  it  a  dut^  we  owe  to  ourselves,  ax  citizens  of  a 
Stale  in  which  slavery  is  forbidden,  to  urge  upon 
the  consideration  of  your  respectable  body,  the 
constituted  guardian  of  our  political  rights  and 
liberties,  that  the  permission  of  slavery  in  the  new 
Stales  will  be  an  unwarrantable  departure  from  the 
principles  of  thai  compromise  which  it  iscoofesKd 
led  h^  the  formalioa  of  that  part  of  the  Constitu- 
tiou  which  gives  to  the  slaveholdiog  States  such 
BA/infiuence  in  the  councils  of  the  nation  from  a 
neat  mass  of  the  population  who  are  not  recog- 
i£sed  or  treated  as  freemen.  This  was,  in  fact,  a 
•irgain  made  between  distinct  and  independent 
inlraaliDg  parties,  and,  in  good  faith,  this  bargain 
ight  not  to  be  streiehal  in  its  application  to  any 
V  parties,  without  the  consent  of  all  those  who 
Lriginally  made  it. 

I  But  these  considerations  are  merged  in  the  mwa 
tnportant  ones  of  national  policy  and  interest. 
The  evils  which  are  already  felt,  and  the  more 
^readful  ones  which  are  to  be  feared,  from  the  ex- 
vsteoce  of  slavery  in  our  country,  will,  in  the  opinion 
9oi  your  memonalists,  be  greatly  enhanced  by  the 


to  new  States  of  the  privilege  of  holding 
their  fellow-men  in  bondage.  With  all  due  re- 
gard to  the  best  interests  of  those  of  our  fellow- 
citizens  who  are  at  present  immediately  exposed 
to  those  evib,  we  do  sincerely  believe  that  their 
safety,  as  well  as  that  of  the  Union,  depends  upon 
keepmg  theslave  populaliocof  our  country  within 
the  narrowest  possible  limits.  If  coercion  be  ne- 
cessary, it  can  be  moat  easily,  promptly,  and  suc- 
cessfully applied.  If  dangers  are  to  be  apprehend- 
ed, they  wiQ  most  quickly  be  perceived.  If  plans 
of  gradual  emancipation  are  to  be  adopted,  ihey 
will  be  more  efficaciously  carried  into  effect. 
Philanthropy  has,  indeed,  pleaded  in  behalf  of 
those  who  are  in  bondage,  that  their  condition  will 
be  meliorated  by  scattering  .them  over  a  greater 
extent  of  territory.  Admitting  that  this  might  in 
some  instances  be  the  case,  yet  ihe  prospect  of  a  final 
deliverance  from  this  miserable  captivity  would 
be  diminished,  if  not  destroyed;  and  that  cupidity, 
which  now  is  cunning  enough  to  elude  the  watch- 
ful eye  of  civil  authority,  would  have  new  tempta- 
tions presented  to  excite  its  more  insatiable  de- 
sires ;  new  markets  would  be  opened  for  ita  ernd 
enterprises ;  and  the  places  of  those  who  might  be 
carried  to  spread  the  contagion  of  this  terrible 
moral  disease  into  regions  which  are  yet  unsullied 
by  its  contamination  would  soon  be  supplied  by  a 
succession  of  fresh  victims.  Bexides,  we  depre- 
cate the  diffusion  of  the  slavebolding  spirit,  so  in- 
compatiblewilh  the  noble  and  ingenuous  character 
of  freemen ;  so  unhappy  in  the  association  which 
it  forms  in  the  mindsof  the  rising  generation,  who 
are  the  hope  and  slay  of  our  country ;  so  inconsi^ 
ent  with  iLe  manly  attitude  which  we  have  taken 
among  ihe  nations  of  the  earth  as  the  asserter* 
of  Iniman  freedom ;  so  destructive  of  the  physical 
strength  of  a  State,  b*  impreasiog  on  the  brow  of 
honest  labor  the  mark  of  aervitude  aiul  diEgtaee ; 
so  discouraging  to  the  gradual  progreaa,  through  a 
vast  and  growmg  territory,  of  a  bold  and  hardy 
yeomanry,  tillers  of  their  own  soil,  and  its  moat 
able  defenders ;  so  hostile  to  the  temper  of  that 
religion  which  b  at  once  the  brightest  ornament 
and  surest  strength  of  a  people ;  and  so  ungrate- 
ful in  its  exercise  towards  that  Being  to  whose 
justice  we  appealed  for  protection  when  we  our- 
selves felt  the  pressure  oi  that  very  yoke  of  bond- 
age which  now  bears  with  a  more  galling  and 
cruel  weight  on  thousands  of  omr  leUow-nten. 
He  deliv^d  us  from  the  yok^aad  he  has  crown- 
ed that  deliverance  with  a  profusion  of  theehoiceat 
Uessings.  What  do  we  not  owe  to  his  goodncaal 
In  making  such  appeals,  we  boast  of  no  moral 
superiority  over  our  Southern  brethren.  We  well 
know  that  this  dreadful  curse  was  mlailed  upcm 
ihem,  and  that  too  many  of  our  own  citizens  have 
contributed  to  its  continuance.  We  sympathize 
with  ihem  in  any  evils  from  this  source  which 
they  feel,  or  dangers  which  they  may  fear.  We 
rejoice  with  them,  too,  in  any  proapeots  which  a 
kind  Providence  may  be  openiipg  for  the  gradnal 
and  complete  deliverance  of  our  common  country 
from  this  stain  upon  its  reputation  and  canker  of 
its  prosperity ;  we  hail,  with  them,  the  dawning 
of  a  happier  day,  when  the  combined  efibrta  of  oiu 
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own  and  ihe  other  natioDs  of  the  earth  shall  gen- 
erously redress  the  wroogx  of  mjured  Afiiei,  and, 
if  possible,  repay  her  snBferinEs,  by  raiaing  her 
from  Ykt  present  state  of  moral  and  political  de- 
gradation to  Ihe  enjoyment  of  all  those  privik^ 
for  the  possession  of  which  she  is  now  stretching 
forth  her  sapplicating  hands. 

It  is  to  give  onr  own  favored  nation  the  be« 
opportunity  to  take  such  a  part  as  wisdom  and 
prudence  may  «u^g*«t  in  this  noble  work  of  be- 
Devolence;  to  shield  it  against  the  imputatioD 
under  which  it  has  too  long  labored,  thnt  it  can 
wield  with  one  arm  the  weapons  of  war  against 
id  oppressors,  while  it  rivetn  with  the  other  the 
chains  of  bondage  upon  its  unhappy  victims;  and, 
in  the  mean  time,  to-  fliniish  it  with  the  best  xafe- 
fuard  against  the  evib  which  may  result  from  its 
misfortune  or  its  crime,  that  we  have  united  with 
odiers  of  our  fellow-ciliieos  in  the  object  of  this 
inetQorial,  which  we  lay  before  your  respectable 
body,  with  the  assurance  that,  as  it  rests  upon  the 
immutable  basis  of  truth  and  justice,  its  influence 
writ  not  be  loal. 


ATTORNEY  GENEBAL. 

[Comicnnicilrd  lo  tha  Henatr,  Mirch  SH,  IBSO] 
ATTOBiniT  GBiiEa*i.'s  Omcc. 

Sib:  I  beg  leare  to  call  your  aiientlon  lo  the 
Mate  of  this  office,  and  ro  tame  material  defeats 
whicb.  I  think,  exist  in  the  laws  in  relation  to  it, 
wilh  the  view  that  the  subject,  if  you  shall  think 
It  of  sufiieieut  iaiparlnnce  to  merit  this  eobrse, 
'may  be  presented,  through  your  committee,  to  the 
eonsidetation  of  Congress  before  they  rise.      * 

The  commission  of  the  Attorney  Geneml  "aa- 
tborises  and  empowers  bim  to  execute  and  fnlBI 
the  duties  of  thai  office  according  to  law."  The 
only  law  which  points  out  those  duties  is  the  act 
of  Congress  of  the  2<th  of  September,  1789,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  establish  the  iudiciel  courts  of  the 
United  Stateo,"  the  thiriy-filtb  section  of  which 
.  act  cnvtes  the  office,  and  designates  its  duties  in 
the  feUowing  wordc:  "And  there  shall  be  ap- 
pointed a  meet  person,  leaned  in  the  law,  to  act 
as  Attorney  Qenovi  for  the  United  StatM,  who 
■bdl  be  swtim  or  affirmed  to  the  faitb(\il  execu- 
tion of  his  office;  whoae  duty  it  shall  be  to  prose- 
caie  and  conduct  all  units  in  the  Supreme  Coarl 
in  wbtoh  the  United  States  shall  be  concerned, 
and  lo  give  bis  advice  and  opinion  upon  questions 
af  law,  when  requested  by  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates,  or  when  requesied  by  the  Heads  of 


any  of  the  Departments,  touching-  any  matters 
that  mav  concern  their  Depanmenls."  It  is  to  be 
obaetved  that  there  is  no  duty  which  the  President 


or  any  Head  of  Department  performs  which  does 
not  involve  some  principle  of  taw  under  the  head 
either  of  the  national  or  coRvenlional  law  of 
aationa,  ConBtiiutionat  taw,  or  municipal  law; 
ODBMqnently,  ttiere  is  no  duty  which  belongs  to 
cither  of  those  officers  on  which  he  has  nol  the 
right  to  require  the  opinion  of  the  Allomey  Qeo- 
•nl,  and  on  which  it  ia  am  continually  required ; 


and,  in  relation  at  least  to  quesdns  on  monicipad 
taw,  (which  are  incessantly  oecorring,)  it  ia  un- 
derstood that  the  Heads  of  DepertntntB  consider 
the  advice  of  the  law  officer  eonclnsive. 


extensive  and  unremittinfr  piactica)  effect,  it  wonld 
seem  to  be  of  consequence  to  the  nation  that  some 
degree  of  consistency  and  uniformity  should  pre- 
vail; but  it  is  obvious  that  these  can  be  attuned 
in  BO  other  way  than  by  putting  the  incumbent 
for  the  time  bemg  in  full  possession  of  all  the 
official  opinions  and  acts  of  his  predeccsson. 

Under  this  impression,  when  I  had  the  honor  of 
receiving  the  appointment,  my  first  inquiry  was 
for  the  books  containing  the  acts  of  advice  and 
opinions  of  mv  predecessors.  I  wis  told  there 
were  none  sueti.  I  asked  for  the  documents  be- 
longing to  the  office,  [iresuming  that  at  least  the 
statements  of  caws  which  had  been  submitted  for 
the  (opinion  of  the  law  officer  had  been  filed,  and 
that  I  should  And  endorsed  on  them  some  note  of 
their  advice  in  each  case;  but  my  inquiries  re- 
tnlted  in  the  discovery  that  there  was  not  to  be 
found,  in  Connexion  with  Ihb  office,  any  trace  ol 
a  pen  indicating,  in  the  sliBbtest  manner,  any  one 
act  of  advice  or  opinion  which  had  been  given  by 
any  one  of  my  predeceasora,  from  the  fiiat  founda- 
tion of  the  Federal  G)ovemi»eat  to  the  mooHiit  of 


..._    _     , Bgno  guide  at  to  the 

past,  have  been  in  constant  <nnger  of  being  ite- 
Tolved  themselves,  and  invotviHg  ue  Departmenla 
which  depended  on  their  counsd,  in  perpetual  eol- 
linions  and  inconsistencies,  and  exposing  the  Gov- 
ernment  to  that  kind  of  degradation  which  never 
fails  to  attend  an  unsteady  and  eontmdictQi]> 

In  nollethg  the  omission  to  keep  these  tecord!^ 
and  piesfTve  the  statements  and  docTiUwts,  I  am 
*ery  far  fVom  intending  any  censure  on  my  prede- 
eesBora,  for  no  law  had  enjoined  it  on  them  as  a 
duty;  and  from  the  multitude  and  variMy  of  qnea- 
tions  which  are  unavoidable  presmng  Upon  this 
office  throughout  the  year,  it  is  very  ajnarent  that 
the  plan  which  I  suggest  could  not  have  been 
executed  without  an  expense  in  clerk  hire  bere^ 
fuel,  stationery,  &c.,  for  which  there  is  no  provi* 
sion  by  law. 

After  this  cxplanatiDii,  I  sabnul  it  to  ytMi,  nr, 
with  great  deference,  whether  it  would  n<»  be  et- 
pedient  that  tome  prevision  be  made,  by  law/  for 
keeping  a  record  of  the  opinions  and  official  tto^ 
rcspondenee  of  the  Attorney  General  in  Ms  offlt^e, 
and  for  preserving  in  his  ^cethedoenracnts  raPv 
mitled  for  his  advice.  <l 

Again :  the  aabjects  on  which  the  Attorney 
Qeneral  is  occasionally  consulted,  and  those  ot*u 
which  be  has  to  act  in  the  Supreme  Court,  tunP) 
not  unfrequently  on  the  local  lews  of  the  sev'**- 
erat  Slates ;  bat  these  have  not  been  furnished  tcAo 
his  office,  and  the  omission  is  a  serious  practica:°t 
evil.  Would  it  not  be  well  that  the  office  of  th'^itt 
Attorney  General  should  be  supplied  with  thes#e-> 
laws?  Iw 

Another  defect  aeenu  to  me  to  exist  Id  the  hw^ 
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u  it  now  ttand*.  Yoa  will  obMrve  ihit  the 
odIjf  law  wbich  prescribes  the  duly  of  lh«  Attor- 
ney General,  aod  wlkich  I  have  alrewly  quotod, 
limits  tbe  obligation  upon  him,  and  consequeaily 
limits  his  rights  to  give  official  ad  vice  and  opinions 
to  caaet  in  which  lie  shall  be  called  upon  by  the 
President,  or  by  any  of  tbe  Departments,  touching 
any  matters  which  may  concern  their  Departments. 
But  1  am  told  {and,  in  my  short  eipeiience,  I  have 
already  found  il  true,  in  pari)  that  the  advice  and 
opinion  of  the  Aitoroey  General,  in  his  official 
character,  are  called  for  by  tbe  coDmiitees  of  Con- 
gress, standing  and  special,  by  all  the  district  at- 
torneys, collectors  of  customti,  collectors  of  tbe 
giblic  taxes,  and  marshals  tbrODjghout  the  United 
[Bte^  by  courts-martial,  military  and  naval, 
wheresoever  they  may  sit,  die  If  it  be  advisable 
to  open  the  office  of  the  Attorney  General  to  ap- 
plications of  this  kind,  I  submit  it  to  you,  sir,  whe- 
ther it  would  not  be  expedient  to  have  it  provided 
for  by  law.  IsL  That  the  several  officers  and 
public  bodies  which  hare  been  mentioned,  instead 
of  resting  on  the  personal  courtesy  of  the  Attoiney 
General,  may  be  authorized  to  call  for  his  opinion 
as  a  matter  of  rigbi;  and  3dly,  (which  strikes  me 
as  being  of  equal  if  not  superior  importance,^  thai 
the  Attorney  General  himself  may  be  juslihed  in 

S'  ring  an  official  opinion  in  these  cbkce  ;  for,  in  a 
srerament  of  laws  like  ours,  it  teems  to  me  of 
importance  that  the  influence  oferery  office  should 
be  confined  within  the  strict  limits  prescribed  for 
it  by  law.  It  cannot  be  questioned,  from  the  con- 
nexion of  the  Attorney  General  with  the  Execu- 
tive branch  of  the  Guveinmeot,  that  his  advice 
«adopinions,siveD  as  Attorney  Qeaeral,willhaTe 
an  oncial  influence  beyond  and  independent  of 
whatever  intrinsic  protessioDal  merit  they  may 
poatess ;  and  whether  it  be  sound  policy  to  permit 
this  officer,  or  any  other  under  the  Goremmeot, 
even  on  the  application  of  others,  to  extend  the 
inflnence  of  hu  office  beyond  the  pale  of  the  law, 
and  to  cause  it  to  be  felt  where  the  laws  hare  not 
eoniemplaled  that  it  should  be  felt,  is  the  point 
whtuh  I  beg  leave  to  submit  lo  your  consideration. 
There  ia,however,B  strong  objection  to  any  new 
provision  which  should  go  to  open  the  office  of  the 
Attoroey  General,  as  now  organized,  to  applica- 
tions beyond  the  provision  of  the  act  of  1789.  It 
is  this;  I  am  convinced  that  no  single,  unassisted 
individual,  whatever  may  be  his  strength,  his  hab- 
its of  induatry,  or  the  system  and  celenly  of  his 
BMvementa,  could  discharge,  in  a  manner  satisfac- 
tory to  himself  or  the  nation,  the  vast  load  of  du- 
tiet  which  would  be  thus  thrown  upon  him,  with- 
out devoting  himself  lo  them  solely  and  exclu- 
sively. The  very  frequent  calbi  which  are  regu- 
lariy  and  properly  made  upon  his  office  under  tbe 
act  of  1789,  and  the  careful  and  elaborate  exami- 
nation which  it  ia  often  necessary  to  bestow  upon 
thcK  subjecti^  are  found  to  be  sufficient,  in  con- 
neiiwi  with  tne  Attorney  General's  duties  in  the 
Supreme  Court,  lo  give  the  office,  at  present,  al- 
most cODStant  occupation ;  and  if,  in  addition  lo 
these  duties,  he  shall  be  placed  under  a  legal  obli- 

C'  >n  to  answer  all  the  other  calls  which  have 
mentioned,  he  mast  unavoidably  abandon 
16th  Com.  Itt  8em^78 


I  entirely  tbe  lodividual  pursuits  of  his  prtrfessuMi, 
and  rest  for  the  support  of  his  family  on  the  salary 
attached  to  the  office.  Even  under  the  duties  as 
they  now  eiisC,  very  little  time  is  left  lo  the  Allor- 
oey  General  to  aid  tbe  salary  of  his  office  by  indi- 
vidual engagements — a  fact  which  may  explain, 
in  part,  the  frequent  resignations  of  this  office 
which  nave  heretofore  occurred. 

1  would  not  have  troubled  you  with  these 
suggestions  at  this  lime,  but  that  the  subject 
strikes  me  as  being-  of  so  much  practical  impor- 
tance to  the  nation  as  to  merit  consideratiot),  and 
that  it  relates  to  an  office,  the  defective  organiza- 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

WM.  WIRT. 
Hon.  Hdob  NELaoH, 

Chairman  JadMarj/  Cm.  H.  R. 


WABHiNaTON,  Mirth  28, 1620. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  nnderstand  that  the  ap)Hoprialion 
bill,  as  it  passed  the  House  of  Representatives,  is 
now  before  ihe  Senate;  and,  not  having  observed 
who  is  the  chairman  of  the  committee  to  whofn 
the  subject  will  belong,  I  bc^  leave  lo  call  your 
attention  to  a  chan^  which  has  been  made  in  the 
appropriation  relative  to  the  office   of  Attorney 

In  the  year  1S18, 1  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
chairmHU  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  relative  to  the  state  in  whith 
I  had  found  the  office  of  the  Attoroey  General, 
and  the  causes  that  had  produced  it.  Mr.  Strother, 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  has  now  a  copy 
of  that  letter,  which  yon  will  please  receive  from 
him.  This  represeniatioD  made  il  manifest  that 
tbe  public  good  required  the  appointment  of  a 
clerk  tu  tecord  those  official  opinions  of  the  law 
officer  of  the  Qovernment  by  which  the  movements 
of  the  several  Depaitmenta  were  regulated,  in  order 
to  preserve  consistency  and  harmony  in  the  opera- 
lions  of  the  Government  in  execution  of  our  lawi^ 
under  every  change  of  the  public  officers.  A  elak 
was  accordingly  apjwinied,  at  a  salary  of  9^,000 
per  annum ;  but  as  it  was  idle  to  appoint  a  ciatk, 
and  allow  rooms  for  an  office,  without  allowing 
idso  stationery,  fuel,  and  a  boy  to  attend  to  the 
meoial  duties  of  the  office,  a  small  contingent 
fund  of  $500  was  allowed  to  ivoctua  tbeM  atticla, 
the  whole  of  which  were  strictly  for  the  public 
good. 

I  understand  that  the  House  of  Representatives 
have  stricken  off  $200  from  the  salary  of  the  clerk, 
and  have  stricken  out  also  the  whole  of  the  $S00 
for  contingencies;  thus  leaving  a  clerk,  indeed,  at 
a  reduced  salary,  but  not  leaving  ihe  means  to  em- 
ploy him,  to  wit,stalionery,fuel,&i:.  Tbe  manifest 
injustice  of  requiring  me  to  furnish  these  tU'ticles 
for  public  use  will,  I  doubt  not,  produce  a  reinstate- 
ment of  the  allowance  of  the  contingent  fund, 
which,  indeed,  is  scarcely  adequate  to  iis  otgeetj 
since,  out  of  tkis  allowance  of  9500,  there  are  id 
be  supplied  fuel,  stationery,  a  boy  to  attend  lo  liu 
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■neniit  dnttm  of  the  office,  carrying  messages,  &c.. 
Bad  the  prlater^  bilb  for  all  the  siatements  requirea 
for  the  United  States  case*  in  the  Supreme  Court 
Tou'will  learn,  on  inquiry,  that  the  whole  9500 
Will  Bcarcely  pay  a  messenger  in  any  other  office. 

If  YOU  think  the  case  worthy  of  atlection,  I 
Veuld  thank  you  to  represent  it  to  the  chainnan 
of  the  committee  who  hare  the  subject  under  eon- 
•ideration,  and  lo  the  Senate,  if  neceasary. 

Your  friend  and  serrant, 

WILLIAM  WIRT. 

The  Hon.  NIhiak  Edwards. 


AOiuSTMENT  OP   BOUNDARY  BETWEEN 
KENTUCKY  AND  TENNESSEE. 


[Communicated  to  tha  Hone,  April  14,  ISSB.] 
The  Sta  tea  of  EenlQoity  and  Tennessee,  desirouH 
'     of  terminating  the  controversy  wbich  has  so  long 

Hlbxif ted  between  said  States  in  r^ation  lo  Iheir 

cbiflntoD  bouridary,  and' of  restoring  the  most  per- 
"ftct-good  understanding  and  hirmony' between 
^thMn,  have  for  that  purpose  appointed  lbeirrc«pec- 
''tive  commiss loners,  that  is  to  say ;  the'  Slate  of 
ItentUeky,  on  her  paft, baa  appointed  John  J,  Crit- 
■"teilden  and  Robert  Trimble  j  and  (he  Sthte  of 
'T^nbtsee.on  her  part,  hasappointed  FelixOrandy 
''And' William  L.  Brown,  wtio,  after  a  reciprocal 

eommunication  of  their  respective  powers,  ha»e 
''Vgr^  upon  the  following  articles  and  stipulatioDs. 
"Articlh  ].  The  line  of  boundary  and  separa- 
'  fton  between  the  States  of  Kenloeky  and  Tennes- 
'aee  shall  be  as  follows,  lo  wit:  The  line  run  by 

the  Virginia  commissioners  in  the  years  1779  and 
'1T80,  commonly  called  Walker's  line,  as  the  ^ame 
'  is  deputed,  understood,  and  acted  upon  by  the  said 
"States,  their  respective  officers  and  citizens,  from 
'the  southeastern  corner  of  Kentucky  to  the  Ten- 
'■oftssee  river;  thence  with  and  up  said  river  lo  the 
-point  where  the  line  of  Alexander  and  Munsell, 
-  (rail  by  Ibem  in  the  last  year,  utidet  the  authority 
'  or«n  act  of  the  Legiatature  of  Kentucky,  entitled 
.'•'Anact  to  run  the  bounditry  line'  between  this 
'  Blflfe  and  the  State  of  Tennessee,  west  of  the 
■•^einieteee  rirer,  Approved  February  8,  1819,") 

'Wttbld  cri)ss  said  river ;  and  thence^.  With  the  said 
Tline  of  Alexander  and  Mtinsell,  to  the  ierrofna- 
"ilon  tbeneof  on  th«  Mntitoippi  rivtr,  hihw  ttev 
"Wtodrki. 

"'"Akr:  8.  It  is  agwed  «nd  underst6od  thar,  fi-om 
"tHe  tKtint  where  Walker's  line  stfikra  the  Tentie*- 

Me  rirei  to  the  point  where  the  line  of  Alexander 
"■BndWtinseB' Would  cross  the  same,  the  Said  Ten- 
*')!i'tifKeriVer  shall  be'theeoinmon  boundary  of  said 

'BtatesJ  dnd  subject  to  their  common  use  and  con- 
"ciirrenCjurisdiction.  Any  island  or  islands  in  that 
"■'Ipart  of  the  river  Tennessee  which  fbtms  ih«r  com- 
■  mon  boundary  between  the  two  States  shall  be 
■"Within  the  exclusirejurisdiction  of  Kentucky;  but 

iny  appropriations  thereof  by  individuals,  hereto- 
'  ftre  taade  under  the  laws  of  North  Carolina  or 

TennesEiee,  shall  be  valid. 
Abt.  3.  Whenever  theOovenioToftfther  State 
'-'Ui>Il'd«em  U  expedient'  to  bare  Uie  boundcry  be- 


twaen  the  two  States  which  is  east  of  the  Tennc»- 


communicated  to  the  Gtovemor  of  the  oAer  Btate, 
and  thereupon,  with  all  convenient  de^tch,  two 
surveyors  anall  be  appointed  for  that  iiurpose.  one 
by  the  Governor  of  each  State  ;  and  the  aorveyon 
BO  appointed  shall  have  power  to  employ  a  com- 
petent number  of  chain-earrien  and  assistants,  and 
they  shall  tHcertain,  survey,  and  mark  said  line 
plamly  and  durably,  having  due  rtspect  to  the 

Erovisions  of  the  first  article  hereof;  and  it  shall 
s  the  duty  of  said  surveyors  to  make  out  and  aign 
dufdicate  plats  and  reports  of  their  surveys  and 
procndings,  to  be  communicated  fay  each  sarveyoi 
to  the  Governor  of  bis  respiective  State,  to  be  de- 
posited and  pr^erved  In  the  ofice  of  tbe  Secre- 
tary of  Slate,  for  a  testimony  and  tnemcaial  of  the 
boundary  between  said  Siatea;  and  all  com  and 
expense  that  maybe  incurred  under  the  provirions 
of  this  article,  and  in  surveying  and  mmckig  said 
boundary  line,  shall  be  paid  by  eaid  Stalffi  jmntly 
and  equally. 

Art.  4.  Theelaims  to  lands  lyiarweitof  the 
Tennessee  riv^  and  north  of  Atexmdo'uid  MniH 
sell's  line,  and  derived  from  North  Cantina  or 
TeitiitSsee.  ^hall  be consideM  null' android ;  and 
claims  lo  lands  lying  south  of  said  hot  and'wat 
of  Tennessee  river,  derited  from  Virginia  or  Ken- 
tucky, shall  in  tike  manner  heeoiifitMed  null- and 
void. 

Art.  5.  All  lends  now  vacant  and  unapprOpri- 
aied  by  any  person  or  persons  claiming  to'  hold 
under  the  Slate  of  North  Carolina  or  TenhecMe, 
east  of  the  Tennessee  river,  and  north  of  the  par- 
allel of  latitude  thirty-six  degrees  thirty  minutes 
north,  sball  be  the  property  and  subject  to  the  dis- 
position of  the  State  of  Kwitueky ;  which  State 
may  make  all  laws  oecc«sary  and  proper  for  dis- 
posing of  and  granting  said  lands,  or  any  part 
thereof,  aodmay,  by  herself  or  officers,  do  any  acts 
neces&ry  and  |)roper  for  Carrying  the  foM^foing 


provisions  of  this  article  in 


;  aodanynani 


oA  shall  be  received  in  evidence  in  all  (he  courts 
of  law  and  equity  in  the'Staie  of  Tennenee,  and 
be  available  to  the  party  deriving  tit)e-uitdt«  the 
same;  and  the  land  refiErred  to  in  Ais  article riitll 
not  besDtject  to  uxation  by  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see for  five  y««r^  eimeptso  far  its  ihe'eame'tnay, 
in  the  mean  time,  teapprOp^iarted  by  ibdividnals. 
Aht.  6.  Claims  lo  laodsAisi  of  the  Tennesaee 
Viver,  brti*eeo  Walker's  line  andMhe  htitndeof 
thiTiy-«ii  degrees  thirty  rtiinutes-Korth,  derrted 
frtnn  the  State  of  Vii^nia  in  consitlentioa  of 
military  undoes,  Sball' not  be  wjodiced  itr  any 
respect  bvthe  estaUMiment  of  Walker's  tine  ;  bul 
Bueh  claims  shall  be  tunoidered  as  rij^itfUlT- en- 
tered or  gtnnled,  and  the  chlimants  Oiar  enter  Upon 
said  landi^  or  assert  their  rishts  in  the  eottits  of 
justice,  witboDt  pwjitdice  by  upse  of  time,  or  =Aom 
any  staiuie  of  limitatibos  for  anyperiod  prior  to 
the  settlement  of  the  boundary  beiween  the  two 
States,  saviasfj  however,  to  the  htJdeis  and  occu- 
f«ntsofcoiiflicliiq>  claims  (if  any  there  be)  the 
ti^t  of  showing  nek  satrus  or  grant*  to  h  in- 
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.  valid  and  of  no  effecLor  that  they  have  panitnount 
or  superioi  titles  to  IQe  land  covered  by  sucli  Vir- 
ginia claims. 

Art.  7.  All  private  rights  and  interests  of  laads 
between  Walker's  line,  from  the  Cumberland  river, 
near  the  mouth  of  Oby'a  rirer^  to  the  soiiiheastern 
corner  of  Kentucky,  at  the  point  where  the  boun- 
dary line  between  Virginia  and  Kentucky  ~ 
""""J  Walker's  line  on  the  Cumberland 


north  latitude,  htreiofore  derived  from  Virginia, 
.  North  Carolina^  Kentucky,  or  Tennessee,  shall  be 

considered  as  rightfully  eraanaliug  from  either  of 
.those  States;    and   the  States  of  Kentucky  and 

Tennessee  reserve  to  themselves,  respectively,  the 

{iower  of  carrying  into  grant  claims  not  yet  per- 
ected  ;  and  in  case  of  conQicting  claims  (if  any 

.there  be)  the  validly  of  each  claim  shall  be  lesCed 
by  the  laws  of  the  State  from  vbich  it  emanated, 
snd  the  contest  shall  he  decided  as  if  each  State, 
respectively,  had  possessed  the  jurisdiction  and 

.jsoil,  And  full  power,  and  right  to  authorize  the  lo- 

Jcation,  survey,  or  grant,  according  to  her  own 

.  rules. and  regulations. 

Aai*.  8.  It  is  agreed,  that  the  foregoing  articles 
sball  receive  tlie  most  liberal  construction  for  ef- 
fecting the  objects  contemplated  ;  and  should  any 
disagreement  arise  as  to  the  interpretation,  or  in  the 

.erecution  thereof,  two  citizens  of  the  United  Slates, 

'bat  residents  of  neither  Kentucky  nor  Tennessee, 
abalt  be  selected,  one  by  the  Executive  of  each 
.S^te,  with  power  to  choose  an  umpire  in  case  of 
disagreement,  whose  decision  shall  be  final  on 
all' points  to  them  submitted. 

Abt.  9.  Should  any  further  legislative  acts  be 
rfqnisite  to  effectoate  the  foregomg  articles  and 
stipiUations,  the  faith  of  the  two  States  is  hereby 
pledged  that  they  will  unite  in  raaliinK  such  pro- 

.  visions,  and  respectively  pass  stjch  laws  as  may  be 
Beoessary  to  carry  the  same  into  full  and  complete 
effect. 

Art.  10.  The  foregoing  articles  and  stipulations, 

rif  ratified  by  the  Lcgislaiure  of  Kentucky  during 

..their  present  seiision,  shall  forever  be  obligatory 
and  brnding  od  both  States,  and  take  efiect  from 

.  ihU  day. 

In  faith  whereof,  we,  the  respective  commission- 

..ersj  have  signed  these  articles,  and  have  hereunto 
i^fpxed  our  seals.    Done  in  duplicate,  at  Frankfort, 


ROBERT  TRIMBLE.         [acAL.] 
FELIX  QRUNDY.  [bbal.] 

IVILLIAM  L.  BROWN,      [bbal.] 


[Comma Dieated  to  Um  Room,  May  )>,  1S30.] 
'  Hr.WooDBSiDaB,frO[nthecommitteeappoiated 
to  inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  further 
provision  may  be  necessary  to  give  effect  to  the 
prorisiooa  of  the  treaty  made  at  Brownstown,  in 
the  Tetritorjr  of  Michigan,  reportetl: 


That  the  treaty  referred  to  was  concluded  on  the 
25th  day  of  November,  1808,  and  that  its  excluxive 
object  appears  to  have  been  to  obtain  the  establish- 
ment of  a  practicable  and  convenient  road  from 
the  ioterior  settlements  of  the  United  Stales  to 
tho.se  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan. 

Many  of  the  tribes  of  Indians  with  whom  that 
treaty  was  concluded  were,  in  virtue  of  previous 
ireaiiL-s,  entitled  to  recdve  within  that  Territoy 
laree  annuities;  there  never  had  been  any  artifl- 
cialroad  leailtng  to  it,  eicept  through  ihe  province 
of  Upper  Canada :  delays  had  consequently  occur- 
red in  the  transmission  of  those  annuities,  and  re- 
iterated complainLi  were  made  because  tliey  were 
not  received ;  or,  if  received,  frequenilv  damaged. 
To  obviate  such  difficulties,  and  in  the  expecta- 
tion that  many  important  advantages  would  re- 
sult to  them  from  a  measure  which  promised  to 
bring  them  more  immediately  under  the  observa- 
tion and  proieciioa  of  the  GoverDmenl,  the  In- 
dians, parties  to  the  treaty^  without  any  further 
remuneration  than  nuch  incidental  benefits  as  they 
anticipated  from  theestabliabment  of  iheproposed 
road,  voluntarily  ceded  to  the  United  States'a 
tract  of  land  Oi  one  hnndred  and  twenty  feet  in 
width,  extending  from  the  "  foot  of  the  rspids'of 
the  Miami  of  the  Lake"  to  the  western  line  of^e 
"  Connecticut  Western  Reserve,"  and  all  the  land 
within  one  mile  of  .'aid  tract  on  each  side  of  it : 
and,  also,  another  tract  of  land  of  one  hundred  anj 
twenty  feel  In  width,  extending  from  Lower  San- 
dusky, southerly,  to  the  boundary  line  established 
by  the  Treaty  of  Greenville.  This  treaty  is,  in  the 
body  of  it,  declared  to  be  reciprocally  binding;  but 
it  is  observable  that  do  new  obligation,  of  any  na- 
ture, seem.1  to  have  been  imposed  by  it  upon  the 
United  Slates,  unless  it  may  be  fairly  inferrible, 
from  its  context,  its  avowca  object,  and  the  cir- 
cumstances attending  its  conclusion,  that  this  Oov- 
ernment  became  bound  to  establish  and  maintain 
the  contemplated  road. 

The  intnntion  of  the  parties  to  the  treaty  your 
committee  believe  to  be  obvious;  the  history' of 
the  transaction,  the  repeated  decUrations  of^the 
Indian  chiefs  who  were  parties  to  it,  and  the  sen- 
timents of  Mr.  Jefferson,  then  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  who  directed  the  negotiation, 
as  they  are  disclosed  in  his  Message  to  this  House 
ofthe  date  of  January  30,  1808,  which  accompa- 
nied a  eop);  of  the  Treaty  of  Detroit,  coubiqed 
with  the  evidence  famished  by  the  context  of  'the 
treatv,  indicate,  conclusively,  the  establishment  of 
a  safe  and  convenient  road  as  the  sole  objeilof 
the  negotiation.  - 

No  measures,  however,  seem  to  have  been  adopt- 
ed with  a  view  to  the  attainment  of  that  abj^eci 
lentil,  by  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  date  of  Decent- 
,ber  IS,  181],  the  President  of  the  United  States 
was  authorized  to  appoint  three  commissioners  to 
explore,  survey,  and  mark  the  most  eligible  contae 
for  the  proposed  roads;  and  the  sum  of  $6,000 
was  appropriated  to  deftay  the  expenses  of  exe- 
cuting the  law. 

Before  any  progress,  however,  could  he  made  in 
eiviog  effect  to  the  views  of  Congress,  war  exLtted 
between  tbia  nation  and  Oreat  Britain  ;  and,  bf 
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that  war,  the  6r«t  fruits  were  the  temporatf  Iom 
«f  that  entire  provioce,  tn  open  an  aveoue  (o  whicb 
Wa*  ibe  object  of  the  law  referred  to.    The  la- 
meniable  coowqueDCes  which  resulted  from 
bumiliBting  ao  occurrence  it  is  quite  uDQecessary 
to  deiait ;  it  it  sufficient  to  ask  the  attention  of  the 
HoDM  to  the  fact,  that  the  barrier  interposed  by 
the  Dorthweitem  posts  having  been  broken  down, 
the  congrPKBted  farce  ofthe  northern  Indians  wan 
iiDEnediatcry  felt  along  the  whole  interior  and  ii 
curvated  ironiier  of  Ohio  and  Indiana.    Such 
Slate  of  things  was  not  favorable  to  the  purpose  of 
exploring  the  country  and  eslabliNbing  roads.  The 


money  which  wax  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of 
giring  effect  to  the  Treaty  of  Brownslown  was 
■ooD  lost  in  the  immense  aggregate  of  disburse- 


ments rendered  necessary  to  enable  the  northwest- 
ern array  under  the  command  of  General  Harrison 
to  advance:  the  greater  part  of  the  sum  was  ex- 
pended io  opening  a  road — of  the  first  importance, 
certainly,  for  without  it  the  noithwesiera  army 
could  have  made  no  progressj'but  quite  useless  as 
it  regards  the  permaneoC  and  paramount  object 
contemplated  by  the  Treaty  of  Brownstown — that 
of  obtaining  a  good  road  over  the  Black  Swamp. 
Not  a  solitary  traveller  now  finds  his  way  along 
that  avenue  J  it  is  principally  indicated  by  the 
broken  remnants  of  baggage- wagons  and  gun- 
carriages,  tbeacalieredremainsof  flour  barrels,  and 
'mouldering  skeletons  of  horses  and  oxen,  remain- 
ing, 8*  they  were  left,  just  Tisible  above  the  surface 
(tf  the  mud  and  wet  which  destroyed  them.  The 
road  being  found  thusentirely  useless,  ihe  President 
was  authorixed  by  an  act  of  Congress  of  April  16, 
1616,  to  alter  its  location.  It  is  believed  that  some 
progress  has  been  made,  through  Ihe  War  Depart- 
ment, in  the  selection  of  a  belter  site  fur  a  road, 
but  no  progress  has  been  made  in  opening  it :  and 
It  teems  to  your  committee  quite  impossible,  by 
Ibe  aid  only  of  a  small  and  diminished  military 
force  of  the  OaTemmeat  at  Detroit,  to  effect  at  any 
lime  BO  desirable  a  work. 

Such  bad  been  the  proceedings  in  reference  to 
the  Treaty  of  Brownstown,  and  such  the  small 
progress  made  towards  the  accomplishment  of  its 
purpose,  when,  in  September,  1817,  the  Treaty  of 
Ihe  Rapids  of  the  Miami  was  concluded  ;  by  Ihe 
aubsequeni  ratification  of  which,  the  Indian  title 
to  tbe  whole  country  within  which  the  contem- 
plated roads  were  to  be  located  became  vested  in 
this  Oovernment. 

It  has  not  escaped  the  observation  of  yout  com- 
mittee that  this  treaty  may  be  considered  to  affect 
materially  the  relation  in  which  the  General  Gov- 
ernment previously  stood  in  reference  to  the  Treaty 
of  BroWDsIonn ;  yet  they  have  supposed  that  if 
the  obligation  imeosed  upon  this  Government  by 
the  lasi-mentiooea  treaty  were  an  absolute  one,  if 
no  election  were  given  to  the  United  States  ori- 

S'nally  to  make  tbe  roads  contemplated  and  accept 
e  cession,  or,  at  their  pleasure,  to  dissent  from  the 
grant  and  refuse  to  malie  and  continue  the  roads, 
then  tbe  obligatory  force  of  the  Treaty  of  Browns- 
town cannot  justly  be  deemed  to  have  ceased  in 
-  consequence  of  the  treaty  of  the  29ih  September, 
1817;  but  that,  in  good  faith,  this  Go i 


still  bound  to  fulfil  all  its  requisitions.  Witfaool 
endeavoring,  however,  to  arrive  with  technical 
precision  ai  the  only  true  construction  of  whicli 
these  treaties  may  now  be  susceptible,  your  com- 
mittee remain  entirely  satisfied  that  other  con- 
sideralions,  founded  in  motives  of  the  truest  econo- 


closed  by  the  parties  to  the  Treaty  of  Brownstown. 

The  Black  Swamp,  so  celebrated  in  the  annali 
of  our  recent  history,  is  an  extensive  moras.*,  which 
winds  round  the  southeastern  border  of  Michigan  ; 
it  lerminales  on  the  north  at  the  border  of  Lake 
Erie,  comprehending  a  width  of  about  thirty  miles; 
it  extends  so  far  southerly  and  southwesterly  as  to 
interrupt  all  communication  by  land  between  the 
Mttlements  in  Michi^n  and  those  of  the  interior  of 
the  United  States.  It  consists  of  an  elevated  basin 
of  impervious  clay,  upon  which  rests  a  thick  strat- 
um of  fertile  black  loam )  there  is  so  little  inclina- 
tion in  its  general  surface  that,  though  numerons 
streams  pass  through  it,  there  is  little  opportunity 
for  the  water  with  which  it  is  sometimes  almost 
entirely  covered  to  escape  from  it  except  by  tbe 
slow  process  of  evaporation  ;  while,  at  the  same 
iiDie,tQere  exist  unequivocal  indications  that  its  sur- 
face is  elevated  so  far  above  thelevelof  Ihe  water- 
courses and  of  the  lake  as  that,  bv  artificial  drains, 
it  may  be  made  subservient  to  all  the  purposes  m 
profitable  agriculture. 

No  reliance,  however,  can  be  placed  upon  tlie 
individual  industry  of  that  country  to  construct  a 
road  over  such  a  morass.  The  construction  of  ■ 
road  must  precede  the  establishment  iheie  of  any 
considerable  population. 

The  State  of  Ohio,  within  whose  limits  this 
morass  is  principally  situated,  if  she  possessed  mote 
ample  funds  than  she  does  possess,  could  find  no 
sufficient  inducement  to  such  an  undertaking,  for 
she  has,  comparatively,  no  inhabitants  beyond  it 
to  protect;  it  forms  the  boundary  of  her  popula- 
tion in  that  directioo.  Such  a  road  mus^  iWe- 
foie,  be  H  national  work.  And,  in  addition  to  all 
those  political  considerations  whicb  so  obviously 
and  so  powerfully  dictate  the  construction  throught- 
out  tbe  Union  ot  artificial  roads  and  canals,  there 
others  of  local  application,  which,  in  theopiit- 
lon  of  your  committee,  do  imperiously  call  for  tbe 
attention  of  the  General  Government  to  this  par- 
ticular section  ofthe  Union. 

Such  a  road  as  is  proposed  would  pas*  throogh 
vast  country  of  uncultivated  land,  the  whole  of 
which  yet  remains  the  exclusive  properly  of  the 
Government.  Public  lands  are  here  considered  a 
l^itimate  source  of  public  revenue.  To  carry  into 
Effect  the  provisions  of  tbe  Treaty  of  Brownstown 
would  not  only  bring  into  marlcei  the  beautiful 
country  which  is  beyond  the  Miami,  with  the  cer- 

f>rospectofhetterandmoreacceleratedsaleB,but 
d  induce  the  settlement  of  that  country,  now 
repulsiveinilsaiipectjWhichlies  between  the  San- 
dusky and  the  Miami,  over  which  the  road  would 
go;  It  would  soon  be  reclaimed  ;  the  construction 
of  the  road  itself  would  uncover  a.  considerable 
portion  of  the  adjacent  land,  and  fit  it,  with  little 
additional  expense,  for  immediate  culuvsiion. 
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Your  commitiee  feel  that  they  hazard  DDtbtDe 
in  the  Drop(»itioii  that,  in  a  pecuoiary  point  of 
view  Bloae,  this  nation  would  soon  find  itsdf 
more  than  remunerated  for  the  expense  which 
might  be  incurred  in  the  coostructioa  of  the  road, 
by  the  iocreaaed  value  of  the  public  lands,  and  the 
accelerated  Nales  it  would  induce. 

There  remains  another  and  a  distinct  tien  of 
this  subject,  which  yuur  committee  feel  it  a  duty 
briefly  to  present,  la  examining  the  topic  referred 
to  them,  your  committee  could  not  fail  to  consider 
it  in  regard  to  the  military  defences  of  ihe  country. 

The  situation  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  in 
rdation  to  the  province  of  Upper  Canada,  renders 
that  frontier,  more  than  any  other  perhaps,  pecn- 
liarly  exposed  ^  its  aetikments,  rarely  penetrating 
into  the  interior,  in  no  place  presenting  a  very 
derwe  population,  extend  alons  the  meandering 
shores  of  the  lakes  and  straits  from  Lake  Erie  to 
Lake  Huron,  and  approach  the  very  verge  of  Ihe 
naiioiiftl  boundary;  they  lie  at  the  foot  of  that 
vast  avenue  which  leads  through  Lakes  Huron 
and  Superior  into  the  immense  country  of  the 
northwest,  and  down  which,  with  surprising  facil- 
ity, a  formidable  Indian  force  may  at  any  time  be 
brought  upon  them.  Id  its  rear,  and  intervening 
between  it  and  the  interior  settlements  of  Ohio 
and  lodiaua,  there  still  continues  a  numerous  and 
powerful  Indian  population  of  many  thousands, 
ivhile  its  southeastern  termination  rests  upon  that 
formidable  morass  which  so  entirely  separates  that 
Territory  from  the  strength  and  the  power  of  this 
nation.  So  circumstan<»d,  this  -prolonged  line  of 
settlement  is  opposed  in  front  by  the  most  thriving 
popolaiiou  of  Upper  Canada — a  population  in- 
creasing with  ■  rapidity  unprecedented  in  the  an- 
nals of  Canadian  history,  and  which,  whether  its 
moral  or  physical  character  be  considered,  will 
bereafter  be  found  more  formidable,  it  is  believed, 
than  that  of  any  other  portion  of  either  Canada. 

Opp«Med  by  difficulties  on  all  sides,  and  com- 
l^etely  isolated,  it  would  be  unreasonable  to  sup- 
pose that  the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Michtgai 


Great  Britain,  may  be  brought  to  bear  upon  them. 
But,  how  much  Hoever  it  concerns  the  honor  of 
this  oatioQ  to  sustain  its  authority  and  to  protect 
its  people  in  every  part  of  the  empire,  yet  any 
consideration  founded  alone  in  the  exposed  condi- 
tion of  the  inhabitants  of  Michigan  becomes  of 
diminished  importance  when  the  situation  of  that 
territory  is  adverted  to,  as  it  has  relation  to  the 
interiorfrontier  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  even  Illinois. 
It  is  on  the  peninsula  of  Michigan  alone  that  the 
exposed  parts  of  ibnt  frontier  can  be  cheaply  and 
securely  defended  against  Indian  or  English  hostile 
incursions.  Themilitary  positions  of  Detroit,  Fort 
Oratiot,  and  Michilimackinac,  and  their  inierTe- 
nins  and  neighboring  lettlementn,  are,  in  relation 
-  to  that  greatly  extended  interior  frontier,  a  perfectly 
effectual  rtdouU,  No  enemy  can  approach  it,  ex- 
cept the  citixens  of  that  remote  country,  and  the 
authority  of  this  nation  there^  be  first  jH'ostrated  in 


Your  committee  do  not  deem  it  important  ta 
fortify  the  proposition  which  on  this  point  tbej 
advance  by  any  train  of  deduclioos^  ihey  only  b^ 
leave  to  advert  to  two  distinct  periods  in  the  his- 
tory of  that  country,  feeling  entirely  satisfied  that 
an  illusion  to  them,  in  connexion  with  the  subject 
of  this  report,  nil!  oe  found  lo  justify  any  practi- 
cable measures  which  may  tend  to  increase  the  ef- 
fective strength  of  the  territory,  or  render  more 
safe  and  practicable  its  communicalioD  with  Ih« 
interior  of  the  Union. 

In  all  that  period  which  ioterfened  between  tha 
treaty  of  peace  of  1798  and  the  surrender  to  this 
Government  of  ibe  northwestern  posts,  and  while 
the  Territory  of  Michigan  was  in  (he  possession 
of  a  Power  either  hostile  or  indifierent  to  the  peace 
of  this  country,  it  is  matter  of  history  that  the 
~    '~         iitlemeots  were  in  a  slate  of  continued 


warfare ;  from  the  heights  of  the  Alleghany  to 
Natchez,  its  whole  line  of  frontier  was  marked  bj^ 
blood  and  fire.  But  when  the  authority  of  thn 
Govemmentwas  established  there,  Indian  hostility 
was  neutralized  ;  and;  under  the  cover  of  profnun  j 
peace,  the  Western  country  grew  rapidly.  Held 
in  check  by  the  barrier  which  the  possession  of  the 
settled  parts  of  Michigan  enabled  this  nation  to 
interpose  against  the  English  and  the  Indians  of 
the  northwest,  the  Indians  of  the  peninsula  of 
Michigan  and  of  the  northern  part  of  Ohio  were 
deterred,  during  the  early  part  of  the  late  war,  froni 
acts  of  hostility  ;  but  when  the  authority  of  this 
nation  was  prostrated  there,  distress  and  dismay 
pervaded  the  whole  defenceless  line  of  the  moat 
advanced  settlements,  from  Cleveland,  on  Lake 
Brie,  through  Ohio  and  Indiana.  But  when  again, 
before  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  this  Government 
had,  at  an  almost  infinite  expense  of  money,  and 
by  a  sacrifice  of  blood  which  was  above  price,  re- 
occupied  these  positions  from  which  it  had  been 
driven,  the  scene  of  war  was  again  removed,  and 
the  battles  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  were 
fought  on  the  borders  of  Michigan. 

The  inference  your  commitiee  would  deduce 
from  the  historical  facts  alluded  lo  is,  they  flatter 
themselves,  manifest.  It  consists,  unquestionably, 
with  the  true  policy  of  this  Government  to  throw 
into  the  peninsula  of  Michigan,  by  every  practica- 
ble means,  a  dense  population ;  and  it  is  more 
especially  their  true  policy  to  construct  over  the 
Black  Swamp  a  permanent,  safe,  and  convenient 

Sinblic  road..  Such  a  meo-^ure  is  dictated  by  good 
aich ;  far  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  mea- 
sure was  contemplated  by  the  parties  to  the  Treaty 
of  Brownsiown.  If  is  dictated  by  a  wise  r^ard 
to  national  economy ;  for  the  contemplated  road 
would  open  an  avenue  to  a  fertile  and  beautifnl 
country — tbe  peninsula  of  Michigan — a  eonntrr 
the  soil  within  which  is  almost  exclusively  the 
properly  of  the  nation.  It  would  conduce  greatly^ 
too,  lo  tbe  settlement  of  the  immediate  country, 
which  is  also  the  exclusive  property  of  the  nation, 
and  the  settlement  of  whicn  must,  almost  of  ne- 


ts not  less  imperiously  called  for  as  an  ainieat  in- 
dispensable measure  of  defence.    The  prodigiouv 
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(um's  ofmoDey  wbich  were  expended  in  the  eSiJrti 
which  ihe  nalioa  made  to  leoccupy  ihat  terrilory 
Would  have  constructed  many  such  roads — efforts 
which  could  never  have  been  called  for ;  for  if,  in 
the  spirit  of  the  Treaty  of  Brownstown,  good  roads 
had,  previously  to  the  war,  been  constructed,  if  a 
COD  Teoient  ana  practicable  communication  between 
Ohio  and  Michigan  had  existed,  this  nation  would 
Itave  been  spared  the  humiliation  of  witnessing  a 
diKgraceful  capitnlation,  and  that  devoted  people 
would  hare  been  saved  from  the  indetcribabte  bor- 
tors  Jif  Indian  devaslation- 

Every  view  which  your  committee  ba*e  been 
ftble  to  take  of  the  subject  referred  to  them  having 
confirmed  them  in  the  very  decided  opinion  to 
which  they  have  arrived.,  that  a  public  road  ought 
to  be  constructed  from  tlie  Miami  to  the  western 
Gne  of  the  Connecticut  Western  Reserve,  it  re- 
mains for  them  respectfully  to  submit  their  opln- 
ion  as  to  the  best  means  bv  which  that  desirable 
object  may  be  effected.  They  have  not  been  re- 
gardless of  the  diminished  amount  of  the  public 
revenues;  they  ate  aware  of  the  strong  desire 
entertained  by  the  House  to  limit  the  public  ex- 
penditures to  the  sniatlest  practicable  sum :  and  it 
u  with  much  salisfaetion,  therefore,  that  tney  feel 
themselves  justified  in  recommending  an  exj>edi- 
eni  which  ihey  think  will  be  adequate  to  the  exi- 
gency, without  any  specific  appropriatioit  of 
money. 

On  reference  (o  the  stipiilations  contained  in  the 
Treaty  of  Brownstown,  it  is  observable  that  a 
mile  in  width  on  each  side  of  the  contemplated 
load  from  the  Miami  to  the  Western  Reserve,  is 

S anted!  as  well  as  the  site  for  the  road  itself,  to 
e  Uhited  States.  It  seems  probable  that  the 
framers  of  that  treaty  had  iii  view,  at  the  time  of 
the  negotiation,  the  application  of  the  Whole  of 
the  ceded  land,  specifically,  to  the  purpose  of  de- 
fraying the  expense  of  making  the  road.  Fr — 
the  best  information  which  your  committee  hi 
been  able  to  obtain,  they  entertain  the  belief  that 
this  tract  would  furnisQ  a  fund  more  than  ade- 
quate to  the  exigency,  and  that  Do  more  appropri- 
ate application  could  be  made  of  the  land  in 
question. 

They,  therefore,  respectfully  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  following  reaolution,  viz  : 
■  Saoloal,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  abd 
Canals  be  instructed  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  author-. 
ize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  contract  With 
any  person  or  persons  to  construct  a  permanent 
end  suitable  road,  to  extend  from  the  foot  ol  the 
laplds  of  the  Miami  of  ibe  Lake  to  the  w&Cerb 
line  of  the  Connecticut  Western  Reserve,,  accord- 
ing to  the  plan  contemplated  by  the  Tireaty  of 
Brownstown,  and  on  sucn  route,  passing  through 
the  reserve  (so  called)  at'Lower  Sandusky,  as  tne 
{Resident  may  direct,  in  consideration  of  the  whole 
bl  the  tracts  on  each  side  of  the  contemplated  road 
which  were  granted  by  the  Treaty  of  Browns- 
town, or  so  much  thereof  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
■  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  may  he  adequate  to  the 
object  i  and  in  which  bill  s^all  also  be  inserted, 
utongolhei:  things,  a  provision  or  provisions  thai 
tSe  person  or  per*ons  so  contracted  #ith  do  Complete 


the  said  road  within  a  TCasonable  time,  in  said 
bill  to  be  limited ;  that  sucb  person  or  petsona  do 
stipulate  to  teep  said  road  in  good  repair  for  and 
during  a  number  of  years,  to  be  in  said  bill  de<- 
fined ;  and  also  that  the  perran  or  persons  so  con- 
tracted with  do  also  give  bond,  with  sofflcienl 
sureties,  for  the  faithfnt  performance  of  his  or 
their  contract ;  and  also  a  provision  defining  a 
time  and  manner  in  which  the  title  to  said  laitdt 
may  be  conveyed. 

All  which,  tog^ether  with  the  docnmentaSos;  I, 
3,  3,  and  4,  which  accompany  this  r^poit  and 
which  they  pray  may  be  taken' ai' partofi^  la 
respectfotly  subtoitied. 

Ho.  1. 

Whercasa  grant  of  land  was  miile'by  cerlaiif 
tribes  of  Indians,  at  a  treaty  held  at  ^oWDstown, 
in  the  Terrilory  of  Michigan,  on  the  2Sth  of  Nt>- 
vember,  1S08,  for  locating  a  road  from  the  foot  of 
the  rapids  of  the  Miami  of  the  Lake  to  the  mni- 
ern  line  of  Ihe  Conneciicut  ResCTve;  and  a  road 
to  run  southwardly  from  the  Lower  Sandnsky  to 
the  bonndary  line  established  by  the  Treaty  oT 


Greenville:  and  wher 


:« the  M 


1  of  six  thousand 


passed  December  12,  1811,  for  the  purposes^d^ 
fraying  the  expenses  of  exploring,  surveying  and 
opening  the  same,  which  baa  not  been  expended 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  thesald  act,  but  from 
some  cause  has  been  tnraed  over  to  some  oth^ 
appropriation,  or  yet  remains  onexpended  in  iKfe 
Treasury  of  the  Oniied  Slates:  therefore— 

Rtiolvediy  the  General  Aggmbly  of  At  Suae  tfOkl^ 
That  our  Senators  and  Re|wesentatives  in  Con- 
gress be  requested  to  use  their  infllienc^  to  bate  th« 
sum  aforesaid  laid  oot  on  one  or  both  of  the  before- 
mentioned  roads,  as  they  think  will  be  most  ad- 
vantageous  to  the  interests  of  the  State,  and  con>' 
sistent  with  the  orieinal  appropriation. 

RtsUved,  That  tlie  Governor  of  this  Stati!  be 
requested'  to  forward  one  copy  of  the  fbTegefnjp 
preamble  and  resolation  to  each  of  our  Gtenators 
and  Representatives  in  CotigN«^  and  one  copT-Vl 
the  Delegate  from  the  Territory  ofMichigaa. 
JOSEPH  RICHARDSON; 

SpeaktrofAt  HotueofJlMii 
ALLEN  TRIMBLE, 
SpeeHer  oflAt  Setuttt. 
FEBRni.iiV'22^  1920. 

Secrxtabt  op  Stkte's  Oprt"o«, 

CUaAhus,  0.,  FH).  25,  ISStf: 
I  certify  the  foregoin^c  to  be  a  correct  copy  ot 
the  original  loU,  remaining  on  file  in  this  omce. 
JOHN  Mol^SE.,&c'gi>fSuat. 

No.  2. 

WlRHiNOToM  Crrt,  MtttiHSl,  HBSO. 

SVh  :  In  tCTly  to  yttat'  iiJqBt*l«  rtttting'  to  tl)» 

application  or  certain  moneys  appropriated  tohj* 

out  and  make  certain  roads  coniemplated  br  tM 

Treaty  of  Brownstown,  1  hate  to  make  the  fWloW- 
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btio  wrote  me  (tben  GoTeruor  of  Ohio)  on  the 
nibjcct  of  that  road.  A  copy  of  his  letter  is  bere- 
iritQ  enclosed,  to  which  I  replied,  staling  (o  him 
the  ooljr  course  I  could  pursue  ia  making  the  road 
preparatory  to  the  march  of  the  oorth western  army 
naJei  General  Harrison.  As  it  was  a' slate  of 
war,  am)  the  road  to  Sandusky  altogether  through 
the  Indian  country,  no  contract  could  be  made  ^r 
opening  the  road>  I  ordered  out  a  company  of 
frontier  militia,  who  opened  the  road,  thus  coup- 
line  the  defence  of  the  fronliers  with  the  making 
of  the  road.  This  was  done  in  the  autumn  of  1812. 
In  January,  I  received,  from  the  Treasury  of  tb^ 
United  States  9&fi(}0,  of  which  I  expended  on  the 
road  84,9SS  14,  before  Ibe  toarcli  of  the  army 
alluded  to.  Having  many  occa^ioDH  foe  disbur^ 
ing. moneys  on  account  of  war  operations,  the  res- 
idue of  the  ^.500  was  applied  to  various  services, 
and  for  which  1  am  accountable  to  the  United 
States.  1  aia>  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedi- 
ent servant,  R.  J.  UKIGS^  in. 
JoaqPH  NooHa&  Esu^ 

Otrma  0/  a  iMtr.  Jhm.  GaMKnm  Ltwit:  Can  and 
G^Miftl  Dm»eimMiA-rtUwt»tluSitrtlarpof  Wmr, 

Miami  RiPina,  JVwjnntp- 29j  1817. 
It  is  well,  known  that  alon^  the  southern  mar- 

S;ia  of  this  part  of  Lake  Erie  is  a  tract  of  wet 
eind  which  always  presentu  serious  difficulties  to 
the  traveller,  and  frequently  insurmoun table  ob- 
stacles. 

Ftom  Fort  Meigs,  Ibr  many  mil^s  towards  Ur- 
baDA,  aod  neaily  the  whole  distance  to.  Lower 
Saoausky,  it  becomes  a  morass  known  by  the 
name  of  tne  Black  Swamp.  To  reach  the  Terri- 
tory of  Michigan  from  any  paft  of  the  settlements 
of  the  State  of  Ohio,  by  land,  this  swamp  must 
be  crossed. 

No  description  can  convey  to  a  person  who. is 
unacquainted  with  it  an  adequate  idea  of  the  dif- 
ficulties to  be  surmounted  before  a  lolcrcible  road 
caa  be  formed  through  this  country.  Little  is 
hazarded  in  saying  that  individual  enterprise,,  or 
the  oi)eraiion  of  ordinary  causes,  nill  not  accom- 
plish it  for  a  period  which .  the  rapid  improvement 
of  ib^  United  Slates, generally,  woiUd  leave  with- 
out a.pa.rallet.  Gut  the  country  from  the  extrem- 
ities of  this  EwamPi  nortbwafd  to  Detroit,  aod 
southward  uid  eastward  to  the  settlements  in 
Ohio,  is  level  and  wet,  and  a  good  road  through 
it,  to  be,  made  at  all,  must  be  m^de  at  the  natiqnal 
expense- 

The  events  of  the  late,  war  with  Oreat  Britain 
upon  this  frontier  must  have  satisfied  every  reflect- 
ing person  that  a  good  road,  at  the 

of^that  war,  passing  from  the  iaci 
Detroit,  would  have  saved  to  Ihf 


log  from  the  interior  of  Ohio  t 


Koditureof  immense  sums  of  money,  and.would 
ve  rendered  the  reduction  of  tbat.place  at  any 
time  easy,  aod  its  tenure  secure.  The  supplies  of 
Hovisions  and  the  munitions  of  war  necessary  to 
Qp '^P^T'^^'*^  °f  '''^  ^tiy  tifop  this  fv)ntifr,were 


transported  at  an  enormous  expense  of  time  andl 
treasure,  and  the  principal  obstades  opposed. to. 
those  operations  resulleu  from  tbe  nature  of  the 
couotry;  and  from  its  difficulty  of  access.  This 
tract  of  country,  in  its  present  situation,  render^ 
the  Territory  of  Michigan  an  insulated  point  upon 
the  map  of  the  nation.  Its  approach  by  wate.jj'u 
uncertain,  temporary,  and.  fur  many^  important 
purposes,  inconveoient.  By.  land  Jt  is  difficiiit, 
tedious,  and  expensive.  In  any  future  war,  its 
means  of  defence  must  be  derived  from  tbe  sam^' 
States  which  were  called  upon  to  furnish  iberti 
duririg  the,  past  It  is  desirable,  therefore,  that  Uie 
difficmties  which  were  then  experienced. slioQJd 
be  removed,  and  that  tbe  possession  of  a  gcud 
road  shonid  enable  the  General  Government'aJ 
any  lime  to  throw  into  the  country  a  force  whicU 
would  render  it  safe  and  secure^  such  a.  roaj 
would  remove  the  barriers  which  nature  haf, in- 
terposed, and  would,  in  etT^ct,  approximate  ibi; 
country  to  the  western  portioo  of  the  Unioii,  and, 
connected  with  tbf  natural  advantages  it  po^ 
sesses,  would  insure  it  a  speedy  seitlemeiii,  arja^an 
active  and  enterprising  population. 

But  a  road  from  the  interior  of  Ohjo  to .  the 
lake  only,  would  not  answer  this  important  pur- 
pose.   Lake  Erie  may  once  more  become  the  ta^ 
d  skill ;  enter  prise,  and 


e  of  desperate  exertion  and  si 


But  were  our  navalsuperiority  upon  tbis.  lake  be; 
yond  the  reach  of  accident,  it  should  be  still'  rec7 
ollected  that  its  navigation  is  more  hazar^pu)| 
tha^  that  of  the  ocean,  and  for  a  considerable  pofi 
tion  of  the  year  closed  or  impeded  by  the  icp,    ' 

It  is  precisely  at  this  season,  with  the  exception 
of  a  short  time  In  the  middle  of  the  Winter,  thai 
the  communication  by  land  is  most  difficuUj  aa.a 
the  obstacles  which  are  then  interposed  to  irairei- 
sing  the  country  in  any  direction  are  serious  and 
dangerous. 

Should  circumstances  destrpy  our  naval  st^pert 
ority  upon  the  Upper  La^es,  our  c'ompunicalioij 
with  Detroit  and  iis  dependent  settlements  cuul<t  bQ 
preserved  by  land  only,  and  our  possessiot)  of,the  ' 
country  would  in  a  great  degree  depend  upon  the 
facilities  which  the  roads  might  offer  to  the  ma);q& 
of  troqps,  and  to  the  trap  spor  tali  on  of  tl)«ir.ni.uQt 
tions  oT  war,  baggage  and  provisions.  Tt  is  to  bp 
hoped  that  such  an  occurrence  is  remote;' but  (hj^ 
possibility  of  its  happening,  and  its  di.'^astro.HB  con- 
sequences, should  we  he  found  unprepared,  furnUl^ 
powerful,  motives  to  provide,  as  far  as  humajn  qu- 
dom  can  do,  for  the  event.  ^ 

Bf  completing  aroad  from  Sandusky  to  Delroi^ 
considerable  progress  would  be  made  towards  opeor 
ing  a  great  national  communication  from  th?  cap|- 
ilal  to  one  of  the  exiremtlies  of  the  Union.  Thj^ 
western  turnpike  from  Cumberland  to  tlie,  Ohiq, 
terminating  at  Wheeling,  would  leave  only  the 
portion  of  road  between  taat  place  and  Sandji»lij 
to  be  made.  Future  enterprise  and  industry, eith,et 
individual  or  national,  might  complete  thevforiL 
audit  woold  equally  promote  the  varied  interco.i^U. 
of  peaM  and  tOe  important  operations  of  war. 

This  vie\^  is  prospective;  but  the  time  caoaol 
be  remote  when  the  policy  of  connecting  the  diT- 
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fereot  parls  oriSb  vast  Republic  bf  great  prrma- 
neat  roadB  will  be  fell  and  acknowledged — when 
■ucb  a  policy  shall  baniali  local  jfalousies  and  d»- 
cordaol  interests;  shall  furoiah  new  and  increased 
facilities  for  prif  ate  industry;  aod  shall  add  streogth 
mod  wealth  lo  the  resources  of  the  natioQ. 

Pons  and  military  positioos  along  a  remote  and 
exposed  froD tier  will  furoisb  little  protection,  udI? 
the  communication  to  it  is  rendered  easv  and  e: 
peditious.  A  great  leading  road,  such  as  tnenatui 
of  this  country  requires,  and  the  public  good  de- 
mands, would  add  more  to  its  permanent  security 
than  any  other  defeni'iTe  measure  which  could  be 
adopted. 

Bat  there  are  considerations  connected  wilb  the 
necessity  of  such  a  road  in  consequence  of  tbe 
nature  of  tbe  country,  of  its  importance  to  the  na- 
tion for  the  preservation  of  a  weak  and  important 
frontier,  and  of  the  improbability  that  such  a  road 
will  erer  be  made  unless  some  portion  of  the  gen- 
eral resources  are  directed  to  this  object.  But, 
viewed  exclusively  as  a  subject  affecting  tbe  revc' 
nue,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  its  operation  would 
be  favorable. 

Prom  tbe  settlements  to  Ohio  to  Detroit,  nearly 
tbe  whole  country  is  ibe  property  of  the  United 
Slates.  Every  consideration,  either  of  a  fiscal  or 
political  nature,  demands  the  immediate  sale  and 
settlemenl  of  ibis  land,  and  every  measure  is  im- 
portant which  will  facilitate  the  acquisition  of 
either  object,  Among  these  measures  the  most 
obvious  m  itself  and  most  certain  in  its  result,  is 
the  opening  of  a  leading  road.  In  any  country  this 
would  be  important  \  in  this  country  it  is  absolutely 
necessary.  Sales  will  only  be  made  with  a  view 
to  settlements,  and  settlement  will  be  aided  and 
encouraged  by  making  roads  where  the  population 
pf  tbe  country  will  long  be  unable  to  mate  them. 

There  is  little  difficulty  in  proposing  a  plan 
which  would  accomplish  ibis  object,  and  in  all 
probability  increase  the  actual  receipts  at  the  Trea- 
aury,  after  the  eipenditures  which  may  be  ueces- 
•ary  in  effectine  it. 

Previous  to  the  sale  of  the  public  lands,  were  the 
site  of  a  permanent  well-made  road  located  from 
the  line  of  the  tract  recently  purchased  of  the  In- 
dians to  Detroit^  and  were  tbe  national  faith  pledged 
for  its  completion  within  a  reasonable  period,  the 
competition  excited  among  the  purchasers  to  pro- 
cure the  land  in  the  vicinity  of  this  road  would 
add  greatly  to  its  value.  Any  estimate  upon  this 
subject  must  be  loose  and  conjectural ;  but  when 
it  is  considered  that  this  road  would  pass  through 
lands  the  property  of  the  United  States  for  at  least 
one  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  a  great  part  of  which 
is  fertile  and  susceptible  of  compact  settlements, 
tuid  much  of  which  is  equal  to  any  land  in  Ohio, 
it  cannot  be  doubted  but  it  will  enter  the  market 
with  evenrprospeclofobtaininffs  price  far  exceed- 
ing that  fixed  by  law.  It  would  not  be  necessary, 
in  order  to  secure  tbe  desired  object,  that  the  work 
abould  be  actuallv  commenced  ;  every  purpose 
*  would  be  answered  by  determining  the  site  of  the 
road,  and  delaying  its  completion  till  sufficient 
foads  for  that  purpose  were  received  from  the  sale 
oftheland. 


We  have  travelled  out  of  the  proper  object  of 
our  mission  in  bringing  this  subject  to  the  ailro* 
tion  of  the  Governneni,  but  we  trust  our  eicuae 
will  be  found  in  its  viia]  importance  to  (bis  iro- 
tioD  of  our  country,  and  in  the  consideration  that, 
if  ibe  jircsent  opportunity  passes  away  without 
producing  any  favorable  result,  we  may  consider 
as  hopeless  every  effort  to  attain  it. 
'  Considered  as  the  means  of  increasing  tbe  na- 
tional strength,  and  of  securing  the  possession  of 
an  important  frontier,  we  are  aware  ifaat  it  haano 
exclusive  claim  to  tne  attention  of  the  Oeneral 
Government;  every  section  of  tbe  Union  haa  an 
equal  right  to  urge  its  claims.  But  there  is  prob- 
ably none  in  which  the  expenditure  of  an  equal 
amount  would  be  productive  of  more  important 
consequences ;  and  certainly  there  is  none  whidi 
is  weaker  in  itself,  or  more  difficult,  from  its  posi- 
tion, to  be  defended. 

But  when  it  is  recollected  that  this  whole  road, 
from  tbe  line  of  tbe  purchase,  was  made  upon  the 
frontier  settlement  of  tbe  Obio  to  the  Detroit 
river,  and  will  pass  through  a  country  Iheproperif 
of  tbe  United  Stales,  except  one  Indian  reserva- 
tioo,  and  s  few  tracts  which  have  been  sold  or 
granted  at  Lower  Saodushy,  Fort  Meigs,  and  tbe 
river  Raisin,  the  efiect  of  such  a  rosa  upon  tbe 
sale  of  the  land  is  a  fair  object  of  inquiry ;  and,  if 
it  is  believed  thai  the  receipts  from  the  sales  will 
be  increased  by  it,  or  even  it  such  a  result  i«doubt- 
ful,  the  importance  and  necessity'of  tbe  measure, 
connected  with  other  considerations,  may  fairly 
justify  i^  adoption. 

No.  4. 
Baract  of  a  leUer  addreued  to  At  JVcrideot,  <»  Ot 

WMtri>flBm-'].%bytheSeattargofMiAigah. 

Tbe  alleged  intention  of  the  Government  to  di- 
minish the  force  at  the  military  post  at  Detroit, 
would  seem  to  imply  that  the  importance  of  that 
position  is  not  justly  appreciated. 

If  it  be  a  correct  proposition  that,  in  respect  to 
all  permanent  military  arrangements,  foreini  pei>- 
pie  are  to  be  considered  in  the  character  of  belli- 
gerents, tben  I  consider  that  position,  in  point  pf 
importance,  inferior  to  very  few. 

It  juts  far  into  the  enemy's  counlrj.  commanding 
theroads  which.runningparallel  with  the  Thame*, 
or  tbe  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  tittle  divergmg,  pais 
through  the  rapidly  increasing  settlements  of  that 
part  of  the  province  of  Upper  Ca!nada  which  ex- 
tends from  the  head  of  Lake  Ontario,  and  subjects 
the  greater  part  of  those  settlements  to  the  control 
of  a  large  force  at  Detroit.  The  topography  of 
that  country,  while  it  furnishes  great  facilities  fol 
the  rapid  advance  of  an  American  force  through 
''   protects  remarkably  its  retreaL 

As  a  position  opposed  to  an  enemy's  acting  of- 
fensively, Detroit,  m  relation  to  the  country  oppo- 
site, is  a  titt  du  pout.  All  the  principal  roaoi  of 
the  British  country,  above  the  lower  extremity  of 
Lake  Erie,  lead  to,  and  terminate  at  or  near  th« 
settlement  of  Sandwich;  tbe  position  at  Detroit 
commands  tbem. 

A  large  force  here,  also,  will  always  keep  in 
check  the  Indian  tribes  which  inhabit  the  penua- 
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■nltof  Michigan,  BDd,  combiDed  witb  other  mraoa, 
■  r  ii  do  Dol  make  tbem  allin,  will  at  leant  neutrat- 
Be  their  hostility. 

On  this  peninsula  there  must  be  full  oue  thons- 
and  IndiKD  warriors.  Mr.  Crookn,  Dr.  Turner, 
snd  other  gentlemen,  estimate  them  to  be  more 


The  rootes  by  which  tbe»e  Indians  ordrnarily, 
•nd  almost  necessarily,  communicate  with  the 
British,  are  up  the  river  Su  Joseph  of  Lake  Mich- 
igan, BDd  down  the  Horon  to  the  mouth  of  the  De- 
troit; and,  from  the  narlfaem  extremity  of  it,  past 
the  south  extreme  of  Saginaw  bay,  to  the  Leads 
of  rirer  Rouge,  and  orer  to  the  Huron,  coming  in 
at  the  same  point,  opposite  Maiden;  a  large  mili- 
tary force  here,  consequeally,  cuts  ofi*  this  commu- 
Dication. 

This  posilioQ,  combined  wiib  that  of  Fort  Gra- 
tiot, commands  the  ntraics  of  St.  Clair  and  Detroit, 


Erie,  but  secures,  also,  the  safety  of  that  avenue 
through  wliieh  supplies  to  the  upper  post  must,  of 
necessLiy,  pass ;  for  it  is  firmly  believed  that,  with- 
out almost  iodniie  hazard  and  expense,  they  can- 
not pass  up  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi.  From 
Indiana  to  Chicago  ihey  cannot  go,  for,  through 
the  interveniag  wilderness  and  swamps,  not  even 
so  Indinn  foot  path  has  been  explored;  nor,  with- 
out immineal  daugi'r,  can  they  be  passnl  from  Fort 
Wayne,  for,  Detroit  in  posaemou  of  the  enemy, 
the  whole  peninsula,  being  a  wilderness,  would  be 
an  enemy's  country. 

As  a  point  from  which  to  invade  the  upper  pro- 
vince of  Canada,  Detroit  is  then  of  importance; 
but  as  a  shield  of  defence  for  the  uncovered  frontier 
of  Ohio  and  Indiana,  as  the  only  pledge  of  security 
for  the  upper  {xnts,  and  as  a  security  against  In- 
dian hostility,  its  importance  must  be  manifest. 

Yet,  without  a  strong  military  force,  this  im- 
portant barrier  may,  at  any  time^  be  taken  bv  a 
eaap  de  warn.  Its  inhabitants,  as  yet  not  probably 
exceeding  about  eight  thousand,  are  located  in  one 
extended  and  incurvaied  line  from  Lake  Huron  to 
Lake  Erie,  not  preaenting  at  any  point  a  very  com- 
pact settlemenL  Theyliave  in  their  rear  the  In- 
dians of  the  peninsnla;  on  the  one  flank  a  dreary 
extent  of  lake  and  wilderness;  on  the  other,  an 
impervious  morass,  cutting  ihem  off  from  the  pop- 
ulation of  Ohio;  while,  in  front,  good  and  prscti- 
eaUe  roads  lead  to  them,  up  which  the  concen- 
trating force  of  the  enemy  may  at  any  time  be 
brought  to  bear  upon  them.  How  inadequate, 
therefore,  is  the  country  to  the  object  of  its  own 
protection  1  If  the  Oovernment  had  not  heretofore 
closed  tbe  doors  of  the  country  against  a  greater 
influx  of  inhabitants,  its  situation  would  be  less 
precarious.  Since  1807  tbe  Indian  title  over  a 
Tery  considerable  portion  of  the  country  has  been 
extinguished,  but, until  about  thecloseoflSlS, none 
of  it  has  been  brought  into  market 

To  the  advantages  indicated  by  this  view  of  the 
aubject,  of  locating  a  considerable  military  force 
Bear  Detroit,  is  to  be  Enperadded  the  important  one 
of  protecting  emigrants  now  coming  in,  and  for  ibe 
first  time  penetnting  into  tbe  baclt  cooatry,  from 


the  individual  acts  of  hostility  of  wandering  In- 
dians. Such  occasional  acts  of  hostility  are  to  be 
expected;  they  will  be  excited  by  interruptions 
upon  their  hunting  grounds.  And  still  further  is 
to  be  added  the  advantaRe  of  giving  tffeci  to  the 
project  of  making  a  road  torougb  the  Black  Swamp. 
This  is  a  work  which,  without  the  national  aid, 
wilt  hardly  be  efi'ected  in  very  many  years.  Tha 
country  between  Fort  Meigs  and  Sandusky  can- 
not be  settled  until  the  swamp  be  drained;  con- 
sequently, individual  labor  upon  tbe  load  caonot 
be  relied  upon.  The  State  or  Ohio  can  hardly  be 
expected  to  accomplish  it ;  for,  beyond  that  point, 
she  has  no  citizens  to  protect;  it  forms  her  bound- 
ary in  that  direction.  It  must,  therefore,  be  a  na- 
tional work — a  work  which,  had  it  been  effected 
before  tbe  late  war,  would  have  saved  not  only  the 
degradation  of  a  capitulated  army,  but  also  many 
millions  of  money. 

It  is  very  certain  that  a  perfectly  good  military 
road  may  be  made  over  this  morass;  it  is  equally 
certain  that  the  greater  part  of  it  maybe  made 
capable  of  producing  abundant  rrops.  The  very 
act  of  making  a  durable  road  over  it  will  fit  a  con- 
siderable TArt  of  it  for  cultivation.  Tbe  deep 
ditches  which  should  be  on  each  side  of  the  road, 
leading  into  the  many  streams  which  would  inter- 
sect that  road,  would  drain  a  very  considerable  part 
of  the  land  bordering  it.  This  swamp  is  in  gene- 
ral sufficiently  elevated^  consisting  of  a  basin  of 
hard  clay,  upon  which  is  bedded  a  thick  stratum 
of  the  most  feitile  Uacb  loam.  The  currents  of 
tbe  frequent  streams  which  pass  through  it  aft 
rapid,  and  the  height  of  their  banks  indicates  that 
the  general  surface  is  not  much  depressed. 

If  the  object  of  securing,  by  means  of  such  a 
road,  to  the  post  of  Detroit  its  military  supplies, 
could  be  combined  with  that  of  inducing  the  set- 
tlement of  the  intermediate  country,  the  advantage 
is  surely  worthy  of  notice,  as  it  regards  either  the 
military  or  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  nation. 


[Communicated  to  tfag  HoaM,  Jannaty  13,  ISSD.j 
DEPAHTMErfT  or  War,  Jan.  11,  1820. 

Sih:  In  confonoity  with  a  rfsolutiou  of  the 
House  of  Repreaentaiived  of  the  23d  ultimo,  di- 
recting the  Secretary  of  War  to  lay  before  that 
House  the  rules  and  regulations  established  by  the 
Commissioner,  and  adopted  by  the  War  Depart- 
ment, in  relation  to  tbe  execution  of  the  ''act  to 
authorize  tbe  payment  for  jHVperty  lost,  captured, 
or  destroyed  by  tbe  enemy  while  in  tbe  military 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur> 
poaea,"  passed  the  9th  of  April,  1816,  particularly 
in  relation  to  horses  lost,  Ihavethebonor  to  trans* 
mit,  herewith,  the  rules  and  regulations  required. 
I  have  the  honor  to  b^  &£. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

Hon.  H.  Clat,  Sfptaitr  Hntt  t^  Stft. 


Digni2 
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SeftilaliMffitr  1A«  fffvimmmt.^  tiu  CommittioMr  of 
Claim,  dattd  Mjh  1816- 
The  Kt  of  ib«  9th  Afvil,  1S1&  aulhoruuDc  the 
appoinrnKDt  of  a  cammiijeioacr  for  the  liquidalioa 
BDd  paycnent  of  claima  for  pioperty  lost,  csptuKdj 
otdettioyed  in  the  aervice  of  the  United  tUalee, 
and  for  otbei  purpoMs,  baring,  BubJMini  tbe  comr 
miasioiiat  appoia  ted  under  thacaol  tosuohrulesa* 
the  PrraideDt  ifaall  pieeoiibe  for  the  gOLvemnent 
oi  his  conduct,  the  PraaideDt^  upon  due  couaiden- 
tioD,  baa  been  pleated  lo  direct  that  all  cases  com- 
piehanded  in  the  fifth  class  of  ctainu  undar  the 
«aid  act  shall  be  TefeKed  lo  the  additioaal  ao- 
coUBUnt  of  the  War  Depariment  befarfl>anr  de- 
oiiion  Ehall  be  made  theraen,  in  order  to  aaceriain 
whether  the  fame  shall  not  b&ve  been  proviouslj' 


WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 
JAMES  MONROB. 


Approved: 


Sapfiemtntary  rifpilatvmt. 
The  eridenceof  officers  of  the  late  army,  and 
the-certifiealesofthoseaowinserricetCakeD  uailer 
Uw-origiDBl  regulalioos  prewiribed  bf  thifOocunui- 
■ionar  of  Claims,  mu^  state  whether  any  certifi- 
cate or  Toueber  in  relatioQ  to  tuch  claim  ha*  btxa 
iMtetofore  given,  within  the  knowledge  of  the  wit- 
nna,  or  of  the  officer  whose  certiGc«te  is^  requited. 
The  claimant  most  also  state,  an  oath,  whether 
he  has  received  an;  voucher,  and  account  for  its 
non-production  where  an«  hai  bean  obtained.  In 
■11  easrs,  ibe  oaine  of  toe  officer  bf  whom  the 
TOQchei  WB«  givan,  end  its  date,  as  nearly  a»  ca: 
be  ascertained,  muit  be  ducloted. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 
Aq^roved;^  JAMES  MONBO£. 

DtrPAHTiiiinT  OF  W»n,  Stpt  7, 1818. 

Sir:  The  President  haa  baen  pleased  to  diiKct 
that  the  occupation  of  houses  and  nuildings  by  the 
military  force  of  the  United  Slates  is  embraced 
by  the  ninth  section  of  the  act  "to  authorize 
the  payment  for  property  lont,  captured,  at 
stroved  by  the  enemy  wfaile  m  uie  military  sei 
of  tne  United  States,  and  for  other  purpoNCs,"  and 
that  compensation  shall  be  allowed  for  damages 
aostained  in  consequenceofRKh  occupancy,  in  the 
nme  manner  as  if  such  houses  and  buildings  bad 
been  occupied  as  a  military,  deposiie  under  the 
authority  of  an  officer  or  agent  of  Ae  United 
Btates.    I  have  the  honor,  Ac. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Br  B.  Lbs)  Esq.,  CoamitttMa. 

DraAKi^nr  on  Wu,  Sq^L  19, 1816. 

Bm  In  lot^ng  oreraomeof  thacasee  rrferred 
byyoa  to  the  accountant,  it  has  occurred  to  me 
that  the  public  interest  requires  that  some  addi- 
tional regfnlations  shooH  be  made-  to  gnard  the 
Ckiremment  agaimit  Imposition. 

In  some  caaes,  the  evidence  dlsetosea  the  name 
of  tkeoSuT  by  whoae  authority  the  impreasmeni 
of  the  piopany  fof  which,  conpenntion  is  cUtm- 


ed  baa  been  made;  in  otheta,  tliereit  an  *ucb  di^ 
closure.  In  the  first  case,  where  the  original  cwiifr-, 
cateof  the  officer,  or  bis  evidence,  is  nut  produced^ 
it  is  but  a  reasonable  precaution,  to  guard  lh»puUic 
BffainKt  impoMtion,  thai  bis  testunooy  should  b« 
obtained.  In  the  second,  ihe  evidence  appears  to 
me  to  be  too  loose  to  justify  an  award  in  KTorof 
the  claimant.  The  uame  of  the  officer  bj  v^nae 
autlioiiiy  the  proptriy  has  been  taken,  with  co»t 
vanient  certainty  as  In  the  rime  and.place,  shooU 
be- disctobed,  to  enable  the  OoTenuneiit  to  oblaia 
the  benefit  of  his  tesiimoay.  In  som^of.thecMeB 
nbicb  I  have  looked  into,  the  lossappenrs  to  hula 
been  sustaioed  by  the  unautborizea  depredations 
of  the  EoUliers.  and  does  not  come  within  thvpror 
visions  of  liie  law. 

The  case  of  charges  for  attending  to  sick  aoldiera 
appeara  to  maiu  be  liable  to  the  same  objeciioa. 
The  witnesses 


impossible,  to.  conceive  how  impreumest  conlA 
haveexi^d. 

(Joder  all  theM-circnmaluioM,  I  bftse  concwMl 
it  to  be  my  duty,  to  submit  to  the  conaideratjon  of 
the  President  the  pnpriety  of  directing  that,  in  all 
case*  of  property  impressed  coming  within  thQ 
provisionK  of  the  law,  the  name  and  rank  of  tha 
officer  by  whose  autkority  it  has  been  made  shall 
be  disclosed  iu  the  evidence  and  that  the  testi- 
mony ofsuch  officer  shatf  be  obtained  by  the  Com- 
missiooer,  where  it  is  praclicable,  before  any  Afr 
cision  shall  be  made  in  favor  of  such  claimaot) 
(bat  the  case  of  charges  for  attrnding  sick  soldiera* 
and  the  loss  or  destruction  of  prapeity  by  the  un- 
authorized acta  of  the  soldiery,  are  dol  within  tfas 
provisions  of  the  ]hh>.  fa  making  this  co^pmnni- 
cation,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  observe  that,  in  the  ex- 
ecution of  an  act  giving  such  eitenidvejurisdio- 
tion,  under  rules  ibrmed  wJttiout  cxp^riencei  it 
would  have  been  exlraordinaty  if  every  difficulty 
had  been  foreseen  aod  provided  for  in  the  regula- 
tions (bus  digested.  In  this,  at>  in.  every  Iheoieti-- 
cal  essayi  delects  will  necetsailly  he  discovered 
in  practice,  which  experience  alone  will  beaUetq 
lemova.    1  have  the^onur  to  be,  Ac. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

R.  B..  Vmb^  Eaq.,.  Comkumomt. 

Wis  DEPiSTMBirr,  Oa.  2J,  1816; 

Sir:  Pursuant  to  the  ekveuih  section  of  the 
"act  makinc  provision  for  proparty  lo^t,  captured, 
or  desuofea  by  the  enemy  while  in  the  iniliiary 
service  ot  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purr 
ptwes,"  the  President  has  been  pleaded  to  direct — 

That. the  first  and  second  sections  of  the  said 
act  do  not  embrace  the  case  of  officers  of  (be  regUr 
lararmyi  and  that  the  ^operty  which  a  reguW 
officer  mav  have  taken  witii  hjm  in  the  service 
or  which,  ne  may  have  been  required  by  lavif  lo 
keep,  is  not  comprehended  by  the  terms  "in: 
pressed  ot  by  contract,"  used  in  the  third  seclion. 

That,  the  provisionfl  of  the  third  section  extend 
only  to  losses  resulting  from  Ibe  acta  of  the  eoemr, 
or  tiom  the  failure  of  the  Government  to  supjuj 
the  necessary  forage. 


Digni2 
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TbitlhsDiattiEMtioB  of  the  ict  ektendsoDly 
to'  oases  of  Jtstruotioa  of  properly  by  the  eoemy 
whidi  aA  juHiifliUe  by  the  laws  of  civilized  vrat- 
fare.  Tbai  Ibe  occapatioo  of  boua&tor  builditigt 
as  plaaes  of  military  depoaite,  or  by  an  armed  force, 
nfun  be  continued  up  lo  the  time  of  destrDettoii. 
That  the  oecutiatioti  of  hoBses  or  buildluga  by  an 
armed'  force  for  a  night,  apon  a  march,  is  not 
irilbiD  ibe  meaning  of  the  naid  secthm,  unites  in 
thp  iromediate  preueuce  of  an  eftemy.  That  im 
aompensation,  by  way  of  iaiereBt,  rent,  or  dam* 
aVM,  can  be  ailowfd  under  the  act  for  the  time 
mich  elapses  berw«en  the  destmotion  of  the  Pfop- 
erty  and  Ihe  drauion  of  the  Commisiiioaer.  That 
ibeaet  does  not  extend  to  the  ca>e  of  conseqaen- 
tial  injury  resolting  from  ibe  destruction  of  housn 
or  buitdiags  aitder  the  ninth  M«iion.  No  com- 
penxation  can,  therefore,  be  allowed  for  the  de- 
struction of  housev  or  buildia^  not  occupied  a*  a 
mititary  deposite,  or  by  a  military  force.  That, 
in  all  clKe«  of  doubt,  or  of  great  importance,  the 
Commissioner  abatl  submit  the  eridenoe  to  the 
BKeootive  before  any-  decision  is  made. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

K.  B.  Lee,  Esq.,  CommitHonerJ 


W-At  DBHRTHBNr,  Oek  30, 1616. 
^RT  Tour  cotninunj cations,  dated  the  25tb  and 
23th  of  this  month,  have  been  submitted  to  the 
Presidenl,  who  has  inrtracted  me  to  say  that  the 
third  section  of  the  aet  lo  authorize  the  payment 
for  properly  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed,  Ac,  will 
not  justify  the  payment  of  claims  for  partial  inju- 
ricB  to  oxen  or  horse).  1  am  also  instructed  or 
the  Prfsideat  lo  request  that  yon  will  sttspendall 
decisions  under  the  ninth  section  of  the  above- 
meationed  act  until  further  advised. 
1  have  the  honor,  &e., 

QBORaB  QRARAM. 
R,  B.  IiDE,  Esq.,  ComaitrioBer. 

WAaDBFABTiiENT,  SepL  27, 1816. 

Sir;  Pursuant  to  the  ninth  section  of  the  aet 
of  April,  1816,  for  compensating  claims  for  prop- 
erty lost,  captured,  &c.,  during  the  late  war,  the 
President  has  been  pleered  further  lo  direct  that. 
in  cases  of  property  alleged  to  have  been  impressed 
or  taken  by  public  authority  for  the  use  or  snbstst- 
enceof  the  Army,  the  name  and  tankoftheofficer 
by  wliom  or  by  whose  order  such  impressment 
aoall  have  been  made  shall  be  disclosed  in  the  eri- 
deoce  of  the  chrmant.  and  no  decision  shell  be 
made  in  his  favor  until  the  evidence  of  sDch  offi- 
cer sbaH  be  obtamed  in  the  case,  uulesa  it  shall 
appear  that  such  evidence  cannot  be  obtained  by 
Ihe  Commissioner.  The  Presidenl  bas'sbo  direct- 
ed that  the  said  act  does  not  eciend  to  cases  of 
property  destroyed  b;  the  irregular  conduct  of  the 
Botdiery,  nor  lo  eipenacs  incurred  by  indiridiiab 
in  attending  to  rick  or  disabled  soldiers. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

R.  B.  Leb,  Bb^^  CoHmiumer. 


DcnKrasHT  or  Wab,  Ac  16,  IBIS. 
Sir;  lam  directed  bjr  the  President  to  inform 
yon  that,  under  existing  circumstances,  it  is  thought 
proper  ttiat  no  final  decision  be  made  in  any  case 


depending,  or  that  may  be  exhibited,  und^ 
me  act,  A,e.  Yon  will,  however,  proceed  to  pre- 
pare and  arrangeall  such  cases  for  decision  when 


will,  however,  proceed 
^  ^     II  such  "     ■    '  ■ 

It  ahsU  be  deemed  proper. 

OfilO.  afi'AHAM. 
R.  B.  Lbe,  Esq.,  CommiMiiontr. 

Defabtmgnt  or  War,  Ja%.  1, 1817. 
Sia:  I  am  inctructed  by  the  President  lo  inlbna 
you  that  it  is  not  deemed  expedient  to  deduct  from 
the  amount  which  you  may  allow  to  anv  individ- 
ual for  the  loss,  capture,  or  destrnclion  of  hia  horse, 
such  sun  as  may  nave  been  paid  him  for  the  use 
and  risk  of  such  horae.    I  have  the  bonor,  &e; 
QEO.  QRAHAU. 
R.  B.  Lee,  Bsq.,  C^mHttttitner. 

Oppica  oF'Obuiw  dtc., 

ffojAM^fen,  JOanA  26, 1817. 
By  the  aet  paned  OB  the  9th  day  of  April  lai^ 
niitled  "Ad  act  to  authorize  the  paTment  for  pro- 


and  for  other  purposes,"  all  elanoB  provided  for  by 
the  said  act  must  be  preeenled  at  tnis  ofBoe  on  or 
before  lbe  9tb  day  of  April,  in  the  year  181B;  a 


The  claiaiG  provided  for  by  the  said  act  are,  Ut. 
"Any  volunteer  or  draughted  militiaman,  whether 
of  cavalry,  mounted  riflemen,  or  infantry,  who,  in 
the  late  war  between  the  United  State*  and  Omt 
BritaJD,  has  sustained  damaze  by  the  loss  of  any 
horse  which  was  killed  in  battle,  or  which  tuui 
died  in  coasequeoca  of  a  wound  therein  received, 
or  ia  coneequence  of  failure,  on  the  part  of  tbe 
United  Statei,  to  furnisit  such  hoise  with  suffi- 
cient forage  while  Id  the  aerrice  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  the  value  of 
such  horse."  Tbis  provision  comfireliends  three 
desoriptiooB  of  eases : 

1st  A  horse  killed  in  batUe. 

2d.  A  horae  dying  in  conaequence  of  a  wotud 
received  in  battle. 

3d.  A  horse  dying  in  consequence  of  not  being 
fumisbed  with  lofficient  forage  by  the  United 
States. 

To  nibstantiate a  claim  of  either  description: 

1.  The  order  of  the  Qovemmenl  authorizing 
the  eaiploymeBt  of  the  corps  to  which  the  original 
daimant  belonged,  or  the  subse^ient  acceptance 
of  such  corps,  or  approbation  of  its  employment, 
mnst  be  produced. 

2d.  Tlie  oertifieate  of  the  officer  or  Hirviving 
officer  commanding  the  claimant  at  the  time  of 
the  accident  on  which  the  claim  is  founded,  whic^ 
certiicate,  iif  iMt  oiven  while  the  officer  was  in  the 
•arriiie  ol  the  Mviak  Statea^  most  be  swern  to.; 
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and,  in  efery  cose,  it  muat.  if  praciicible,  stale  ihe 
then  value  ol'tlie  bone  so  killed  or  dying.  Befure 
any  other  efideoce  will  be  leceived,  the  cUiniHnt 
must  make  oath  that  it  is  not  in  his  power  to  pro- 
cure that  which  ia  above  specified,  and  that  the 
evidcDce  which  he  shall  pruduce  in  lieu  thereof  is 
the  best  which  he  is  able  to  obtain.  In  every  case, 
the  evidence  muat  be  on  oath,  and  (he  value  of  the 
horse  so  killed  or  dyiof  ascertained.  All  evidence 
offered  must  be  taken  and  authenticated  in  the 
manner  beieinafbr  directed,  and  in  all  these  cases, 
theciaimanl  must  declare,  on  oath,  that  he  has 
not  received  another  horse  from  any  officer  or 
agent  of  Qoveniment  in  lieu  of  the  one  lost. 
Stamd  deu*  of  eaea. 

"Any  person,  whether  of  cavalrv,  or  toounted 
riflemea,  or  volunteers,  who,  in  Ihe  late  war  afure- 
laid,  has  sustained  damage  by  the  loss  of  a  horse, 
in  consequence  of  (he  owner  thereof  being  dia- 
mouoted,  or  separated  and  detached  from  the  same 
by  order  of  the  commanding  offitxr,  or  in  conse- 
quence of  the  rider  being  kilted  oi  wounded  in 
battle,  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  Ihe  value  of  such 
horse  at  the  time  he  was  received  into  the  public 
KTvice."  This  clasu  comprehends  two  descrip- 
tions of  cases: 

IsL  When  the  owner  has  been  dismounted,  or 
Mp«rated  asd  detached  froi 
of  the  commanding  officer. 

3d.  When  the  rider  has  been  kiUed  or  wounded 
in  battle,  and  the  boise  lost  in  coniieqaFnce  thereof. 


TMrd  dan  of  eaui. 

"  Any  person  who,  in  the  late  war  aforesaid,  has 
sastaioed  damage  by  the  loss,  capture,  or  destruc- 
tion, by  an  enemy,  of  any  hoise,  mule,  or  ox, 
wagon,  cart,  boat,  sleigh,  or  harness,  while  such 
properly  was  employed  in  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States,  either  by  impressment  or  by 
contract,  except  in  cases  where  the  risk  to  which 
the  property  would  be  exposed  was  agreed  to  he 
incurrea  by  Ihe  owner,  if  it  shall  appear  that  such 
los.",  capture,  or  destruction  was  without  any  fault 
orncsligenceof  theowner  J  andany  person,  during 
the  time  aforesaid,  who  hns  sustained  damage  by 
the  death  of  Mich  horse,  mule,  or  ox,  in  consequence 
offailure  on  the  part  of  the  United  Stales  to  furnish 
sufficient  forage  while  in  the  service  aforesaid, 
sball  be  allowed  and  paid  the  value  thereof."  This 
class  comprehends  two  cases: 

Isl.  The  loss  or  destruction  of  properly  by  an 
enemy,  taken  by  impressment  or  ensaged  by  con- 
tract m  the  military  service  of  Ihe  United  States, 
being  either  a  horse,  a  mule,  an  oi,  wagon,  cart, 
boat,  sleigh,  or  harness,  excepting  nrtieles  for 
which  the  owners  had  agreed  to  run  all  risks,  or 
which  were  lost  or  destroyed,  by  fault  or  negli- 
gence of  the  owners. 

2d.  When  a  horse,  mule,  or  ox,  so  taken  or  em- 
I,  has  died  from  the  failure  of  the  Oniled 
.  :  to  furnish  sufficient  forage. 

In  the  first  of  these  cases,  the  claimant  must  pro- 
Slice  the  certificai*  of  the  officer  ai  agent  uf  the 
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United  States  who  impreued  or  contracted  for  the 
property  above  mentioned,  and  of  the  officer  ot 
surviving  officer  under  whose  immediate  com- 
mand it  was  taken  or  destroyed  by  an  enemy. 
Such  certificate:!,  if  such  officera  or  agents  at  the 
time  of  giving  them  be  not  in  the  military  serviee 
of  the  United  Staten,  mu.M  be  sworn  to,  and  most 
positively  state  that  ihe  property  was  not  lost  ot 
deMtroyed  through  the  fault  or  negligence  of  ttM 
owner,  and  that  ibe  o)vner  did  not  agree  to  ruB 
alt  rihks.  Furthermore,  the  usual  rate  of  hire  oT 
the  articles  so  impresMd  or  conliacted  for  in  ttw 
country  in  which  they  were  employed  must  be 

Id  the  second  case,  (he  certificate  of  the  offiea 
or  agent  of  the  United  States,  undn*  whose  com- 
mand  such  horse,  mule,  or  ox  was  employed  at  tha 
time  of  his  death,  must  be  produced. 

Before  any  other  evidence  will  he  received,  iIm 
claimant  must  makeoeth  tbatit  is  not  in  hispowet 
to  produce  that  which  isabureB|ieci6edi  and,  fur- 
ther, thai  the  evidence  which  he  offers  in  lira 
(hereof  is  the  best  which  be  is  able  to  obtain.  In 
every  case,  the  evidence  must  stale  distinctly  the 
time,  place,  and  manner  of  the  loss,  and  the  value 

FbvtA  dan  of  eata. 

"Any  penon  who,  during  the  late  war.bas  acted 
in  the  military  service  of  Ihe  United  Sutes  as  ■ 
volunteer  or  draughted  militiaman,  and  who  hu 
furnished  himself  with  arms  or  accoatremenls, and 
has  sustained  loss  by  the  capture  or  destruction  of 
tbcm,  without  any  fault  or  n^ligcnce  on  his  part, 
shall  be  allowed  and  paid  the  value  thereof."  This 
class  comprehends  two  cases : 

1st.  The  los&of  such  arms  or  accoutrements  by 
ibe  enemy. 

Sd.  The  loss  of  the  same  articles  in  any  other 
way,  without  the  fault  or  nt^ligence  of  the  owner. 

This  provision  does  not  incfude  Ihe  clothing  of 
soldiers,  or  the  clothing  and  arms  of  officers,  who, 
in  all  servicea,  furnish  at  their  own  risk  their  own. 
The  same  evidence  in  all  respects  is  required  in 
this  an  in  the  first  cla^s ;  and,  moreover,  that  the 
loks  did  not  happen  from  the  fault  or  negligence 
of  Ihe  owner. 

FlflXdattofauv. 

"  When  any  properly  has  been  impressed  or 
taken  by  public  auioortty  for  the  use  or  subsist- 
ence of  the  army  during  the  late  war,  and  the 
same  shall  have  been  destroyed,  lost,  or  consumed, 
the  owner  of  such  properly  shall  be  paid  the  value 
thereof,  deducting  therefrom  the  amount  which  lias 
been  paid,  or  may  be  claimed,  for  the  use  and  risk 
of  the  same  while  in  Ihe  service  aforesaid." 

This  provision  relates  to  every  species  of  prop- 
erty taken  or  impressed  for  the  use  and  subsistence 
of  the  army  no(  compt^ended  in  any  of  the  pre- 
ceding classes,  and  which  shall  have  been  in  any 
manner  destroyed,  lost,  or  consumed  by  the  army, 
including  in  its  scope  all  kinds  of  provisions,  forag<% 
fuel,  articles  for  clothing,  blanketSj  arms,  and  am- 
munition— in  fact,  every  thine  for  the  u.-«  and 
equipment  of  an  army.  In  all  these  case*,  the 
cerUfieatcK  of  the  offieera  or  agents  of  the  United 
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State*  taking  or  impressiag  any  of  ibe  aforEraid 
tuticles,  auibeniicatpd  by  tbe  officer  comniaDding 
tbe  corps  far  whose  use  tbey  nrre  taken  or  im- 
pressed, and,  furibermore,  oflbe  officers  and  agents 
vniler  wbose  command  the  same  wi're  destroyed, 
lost,  or  consucued,  apecifyiog  ibe  value  of  the  arti- 
cles so  taken  or  irapreiaed,  and  destroyed,  lo^t,  or 
consumed^  and  if  any  payment  has  been  made  for 
the  use  of  the  name,  and  the  amount  of  such  pay- 
ment, [must  be  furnished  ;]  and,  if  nopaymenihas 
been  made,  tlie  certificate  must  slate  that  none  has 
been  made. 

Before  any  other  evidence  will  be  received,  the 
claimant  must  name  the  person  taking  or  impress- 
ing such  property,  and  show  that  It  is  impniclica- 
ble  to  procure  that  which  ia  above  rptciGtd;  and, 
further,  that  the  evidence  which  he  offers  in  lieu 
thereof  is  the  best  whicli  he  is  able  to  obtain. 

Under  this  provision,  no  claim  can  be  admitted 
for  any  article  which  has  not  been  taken  by  ihs 
orders  of  the  commandant  of  the  corps  for  whose 
use  it  may  be  stated  tu  have  been  taken.  Poranjr 
taking  not  so  authorized,  the  party's  redress  ii 
against  the  person  committing  it. 

Sixth  (and  lost)  dau  of  mum. 

"When  any  person,  during  the  iate  war,  has 
■ustained  damage  by  the  destruction  of  his  honse 
or  building  by  the  enemy,  while  tbe  same  wat  oc- 
cupied as  a  military  deposite  under  the  authority 
of  an  officer  or  agent  of  the  United  State*,  he 
shall  be  allowed  or  paid  the  amount  of  such  dam- 
age, provided  it  shall  appear  that  such  occupation 
■was  the  cause  of  its  destruction." 

In  this  case  Ibe  certificate  of  the  officer  or  agent 
of  the  United  States,  under  whose  authority  any 
such  house  or  building  was  occupied,  must  be  fur- 
nished. Before  any  other  evidence  as  to  this  bet 
will  be  received,  the  claimant  must  name  the  per- 
son under  whose  authority  such  house  or  baildng 
-was  occupied,  and  show  that  it  is  impracticable  lo 
procure  such  certificate,  and  that  tbe  evidence 
which  be  shall  offer  in  lieu  thereof  is  the  best  which 
he  is  able  to  obtain. 

Furthermore,  in  alt  cases  Eubmitled  to  this  office, 
every  claim  must  beaccompanied  bynetBtemenl,on 
oath,  by  every  claimant,  of  all  sunis  whicb  he  may 
have  received  on  account  of  such  claim,  from  any 


nothing,  that  fact  must  also  be  stated  on  oaib 
by  biro. 

It  will  be  parliealarly  noted  by  claimants  that 
the  preceding  rates  of  evidence  generally  and  more 
especially  apply  to  claims  whieli  shall  not  exceed 
in  amount  two  hundred  dollars;  and  lha[  in  all 
eases  in  wAich  tbe  claims  in  amount  shall  exceed 
two  hundred  dollars,  a  special  commissioner  will 
be  employed  to  take  testimony,  but  in  these  cases, 
as  far  its  it  shall  be  practicable,  the  same  rales  of 
evidence  will  be  observed. 

Id  all  caaes  in  which  the  officers  or  agents  of 
tbe  United  States  shall  have  taken  or  impresiied 

Sroperty  for  the  military  service  of  the  United 
tates,  which  property  no  taken  or  impressed  shall 
have  been  paid  for  1^  them  ont  of  uetr  private 
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funds,  or  tbe  value  thereof  recovered  from  them  in 
due  course  of  law,  soch  officers  or  agents  are  enti- 
tled to  tbe  same  remuneration  to  which  the  origi- 
nal owners  of  such  property  would  be  entitled  if 
such  payment  or  recovery  had  not  been  made,  and 
can  stitle  their  claims  at  this  office,  producing  au- 
ihtntic  vouchers  for  such  payment  or  recovery. 
Nor  will  any  original  claimants  be  paid  through 
this  office,  till  tbey  release  all  claims  againxt  such 
officers  or  agents  of  tbe  United  States  oa  account 
of  such  taking  or  impressment. 

'"  "  "  ]  claim  will  be  paid  but  to  the 

titled  to  receive  the  same,  or, 
,  to  his  legal  representative,  or, 

either  event  attorney  duly  appointed.  When 
attorneys  shall  be  employed,  it  it  recommended  to 
the  parties  interested  to  have  their  powers  esecated 

All  evidence  offered  must  be  sworn  to  (except 
the  certificates  of  officers  who,  at  the  time  of  giv- 
ing them,  shall  he  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States)  before  some  judge  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  tbe  States  ot  Territories  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  or  mayor  or  chief  magistrate  of  a«y 
city,  town,  or  borousb  within  tbe  same,  notary 
public,  or  a  justice  uT  the  peace  of  any  State  or 
Territory  of  tbe  United  Slates,  duly  authorized  to 
administer  oaths,  of  which  auihonty  proof  must 
he  furnished,  either  by  a  certificate  under  (he  s^l 
of  any  Stale  or  Territory,  or  the  clerk  or  (vothon- 
otarv  of  any  court  wlthm  the  same.  But  the  seal 
of  any  city,  town,  or  borough,  or  the  atteiilatioa  of 
any  judge  of  tbe  United  States,  will  require  no 
further  authentication. 

By  the  law  of  the  3d  of  March,  1817,  the  va- 
rious articles  described  in  the  third  class  of  coses 
are  to  be  paid  for,  not  only  on  the  contingency  of 
their  being  "  taken  and  destroyed"  by  the  enemy, 
and,  in  the  case  of  horses,  mules,  and  oxen,  on  the 
contingency  of  their  dymg  "in  consequence  of 
failure  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  furniiji 
sufficient  forage."  but  whenever  the  loss  shall  hap- 
pen from  any  oiner  cause  while  the  property  was 
ID  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  "with' 
out  any  fault  or  negligence  on  the  part  of  the 
owner.''  e;  '  ' 


''  except  in  cases  where  the 


:isklo 


by  the  o' 

By  the  first  section  of  the  last-mentioned  law,  it 
is  also  provided  that  tbe  ninth  section  of  the  firet- 
mentioned  act,  of  the  9th  of  April,  1816.  compre- 
hending the  sixth  class  of  cases,  "shall  be  con- 
strued to  ntend  only  to  houses  or  other  buildings 
occupied  by  the  order  of  bji  officer  or  agjeot  of  the 
United  States  as  a  place  of  deposite  for  military 
or  naval  storey  or  as  barracks  for  tbe  military 
forces  of  the  United  States."  In  all  the  cases 
modified  and 


xplained,  the  facts  established  by  the  evidence  ii 
Dongress  as  si 


'J. 
each  case  are  to  be  reported  "lo  Coii„ 
as  mav  be,  that  such  provision  may  be  made  for 
[he  relief  the  rrspeciive  claimants  as  shall  be 
deemed  just  and  proper." 

It  is  earnestly  recommended  to  claimants  of 
every  description  to  conform  strictly  to  tbe  direc- 
tion* contained  in  this  fttpH>    In  kU  cues  cokl 
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freliMdciI  in  the  &[th  oIbm  of  cunespeeiallTitlie 
-MUimoay  of  ibe  o&oet  irapiesciDE  or  Utkin^  ibe 
piopaiy  euukot  be  dispeoied  wiu,  uolesi  it  be 
.proved  to  be  impracticaMe  to  obtain  it.  In  every 
case  be  must  be  named.  It  'a  also  recommeoded 
to  clatmanlA  to  eatunate  their  daioages  at  tbe  mott 
reasonable  valuation,  a»  extravagant  valuations 
create  diatnist,  and  in  such  iostaDces,  will  compel 
the  eommiisioDer  to  resort  to  further  loveGtigatioa. 
oad  consequently  will  induce  delay. 

All  persons  wbo  have  butioess  with  this  o&ce 
are  requested  to  address  their  letters  to  the  lub- 
Acribet  as  commissioner,  which  wUJ  be  transmit- 
ted free  of  posta«e. 

BIGHARD  BLAND  LEE, 


Departheht  of  War,  ApHl  £3, 1817. 
8m:  YouraommunicalionioftheSlstof March 
«nd  of  tJK  18lh  iaalant  having  been  submitted  to 
'thfrPreaident,  lam  iastnicied  to  iaform  you  that 
'the  deciMonoftfaA.  Attorney  Offitral  in  the  case 
of  Joseph  Andtfton,  whiely  VKcIades  "  houtea  and 
.  baildion"  from  the  opention  of  the  fiflh  aeclion 
>  of  the  "aot  to  authorize  th«  payment  for  property 
-  lost)  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy  wbilr  '~ 
'themilriary  aerviee  of  the  United  States,. and 
'  ether  paipoWB,"  and  wbi«h  limiu  the  tprmn  used 
in  tbat  aaciion  to  peraoaal  or  moveable  property 
.  as  dirtiact  from  real  estate,  is  not  considered  a* 
-eitendiDg  lofrowiog  crops  of  grain,  graas,  vege- 
tables, or  growiag  tioiber,  which  may  have  bwa 
taken  fay  public  authority  for  the  use  or  subsist- 
ence of  the  army — the  aci  of  taking  in  such  cases 
implyicft  a  severance  from  the  ground,  and  a  con- 
sequent change  in  the  aBiurcoflhe  properly.  Th« 
mere  occupation  of  private  buildings  by  troopa  for 
temporary  accommodalioa,  on  a  march  for  e; 
pie,  is  not  thoa|[ht  by  the  President  to  be  sue 
ooeniMtion  as  would  bring  them  within  the  n 
log  of  the  terras  used  in  the  first  section  of  the 
-amendatory  act  passed  the  3d  of  March  last,  as  a 
oenlinned  possesaioa  for  some  time  would  do ;  but 
as'  the  cases  arising  under  tbat  section  are  all  to 
'be  Bobmhted  to  Coo^vess,  and  not  to  this  Depart- 
'  mcnt,  for  final  deeisioa,  the  President  sees  no  ob~ 
jeetivn  ts  your  acting  on  the  oonstraction  which 
you  have  given  to  the  words  "  as  bwiack"  tued  ' 
tliat  seeiioB,  becauae,  CoDgieiabaog  in  possetiii 
of  the  ftois,  eaeb  fanienlar  aaaewilldetami., 
-how  Air  the  temporary  oceopation  of  a  building 
may  mrte  it  a  bamck.  I  bave  the  booor,  dtc, 
«»OReB  GRAHAM. 
K.B.  Lea,  8sq.,jClMMn<aaMMr. 


LOSaSS  SUSTAINED  DURINO  THE  mVA- 
.  8I0N  OP:  LpUtolAHA,  BY  TBE  BRITISH 

.  IN  iBii-iaie. 

[CamnDnicsled  to  the  Hoase,  Marsh  n,  ISSO.] 
Mr.  WiLLiAHa,  of  North  Carolina,  from  tbt 
*  Comtniliee  of  GlainU)  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill  fcom  the  Saokta  entitled  "Ad  act  foi  th<  rdirf 
of  Francia  B..I»ong(tl^'^  itported: 


That  the  bill  is  intended  to  provide  payment  for 

atriy  said  to  have  been  destroyed  in  llie  neigh- 
ood  of  New  Orleans  during  the  invasion  by 
the  enemy  in  1814-1815,  and  while  in  the  occu- 
pancy of  the  troops  of  the  United  States. 

In  support  of  the  claim  is  the  affidavit  of  Rich- 
ard Relf,  Beojamin  Morgan,  and  Pelei  Poucher, 
who  state  that,  -'after  the  retreat  of  the  enemy, 
tSey  were  appointed  by  tbe  quartermaster  general, 
under  an  order  from  General  Jackson,  to  Brcerla.iD 
[lature  and  amount  of  the  damages  caused  to 
several  persons ;"  that  "  they  repaired  to  the  coun- 
try seal  of  Francis  B.  Longville,  where,  after  a 
careful  aud  minute  examinniiuo  of  the  premises, 
ibey  have  found  and  estimated  the  dam^es  done 
to  his  real  estate  as  follows : 
Damages  done  to  the  dwelling-house,  oc- 
cupied as  quaners  by  General  Carroll, 9300  00 
Damages  to  the  store-house    -        -        -'     S5  00 
Xbe  folkiwiog  buildiiigs  mirely  de- 
..stroyed : 

A  corn-house 300  00 

An  out-boose  27  by  25  feet  -  -  -  >0  00 
A  kitchen  and  Kmall  house  adjoining  -  190  00 
A  bake-house         -        -       -       -       -    350  OO 

A  stable 50  00 

IS  acres  of  standing  fence  -  -  -.jl^&OO 
32  acrei  posb«Dd-rail  fence    -       -        -    WO.OO 


Total 


yg,a5o  00 


Qeneral  Carroll,  in  a  letter  to  General  Jackson, 
of  the  4ih  of  March,  1815,  saj^s : 

"  The  owner  of  the  plantation  and  house  occu- 
pied by  meas  quarters  uurine  out  stay  at  the  camp 
below  New  Orleans  has  called  upon  me  to  ceritly 
the  damages  he  sustained.  1  have  barely  to  re- 
mark, thai  a  fine  garden,  his  cui-houses,  or  a  part 
of  them,  and  all  nis  fences  were  complftety  de- 
stroyed ;  his  dweilmg-house  was  much  injured  by 
seven  or  eight  18-pound  balls  passing  through  it'> 

There  is  no  doubt  but  the  injurv  susiaioed  by 
the  claimant  has  been  very  cotisiderable,  and,  if 
entitled  to  relief,  it  may  reasonably  be  doubted 
whether  it  is  practicable  to  obtain  more  correct 
data  frtHQ  which  to  asceriaiB.lhe  amount  than 
those  whicb'be  has  furnished. 

This  b^g  one  of  a.  large  class  of  cases,  and  of 
■great  appweathArdship,and  which, in  the  opinion 
of  tbe  committee,  do  not  come.. within  any  rule 
MUled  by  Conareni  which  would  authorize  an 
allowance;  ana  the  other  branch  of  the  Ct^isls- 
lUTQ  ba.ving  come  to  a  decisiton  in  which  the  com- 
mittee bavenoi  felt  it  their  duty,  to  concur  tbey 
have  deemed  it. proper  to  present  to  the  House 
somewhat  m  detail  the  views  which  they  hfive 
taken  «f  the  question,  and  to  which  tbey  have  been 
led  bj  tbanaiura  of  tbeir  inquiries, connected  with 
the  eventp  of  the  late  war. 

During  tbe  proseeulion  of  tbat  war,  losses  haye 
been  sustained  by  the  citizens,  of  all  the  variety  of 
character,  and  from  as  various  causes  and  inei- 
dentaas  the  most  fruitful  imagioaiion  could  sug- 
gest ;  and,  as  they  could  be  traced  ditrctly  or  iodi- 
ractly  to  tbe.  evpnls  of  8  war  declared  and  prose- 
cuted by  the  QjaTeraroent,  an  DpiflioA  anpifto 


^yCoC-^lc 


xpnmrx. 


StM 


bave  been  enteTtaiDed  thai  Mymeiit  may  cighl-  I  tboBe  wbo  ntfUMmi 
fully  be  dprnanded  Irom  the  Treasury  to  iti'   '"■■'' 


aniouat,  whatever  be  their  descriptioo, 
whatever  caute  produced. 

That  war  having  been  Uiefirst  wbich  bssoccur- 
led  under  the  preseol  GavefDmeut,  the  effects  of 
wbicb  have  been  felt  to  a  very coasiderable  extent, 
there  is  no  settled  rule  of  the  CuUDlry  that  caa  be 
referred  to  a.t  a  guide  in  adjusting  the  claims^o 
which  it  has  givea  riw;iaDd,  cousequentty,  the 
lule  which  shall  be  amdled  lo  ibo&e  claims  wjll  be 
regarded  as  the  law  of  the  country  applicable  to 
like  cases  in  all  future  wars,  and  from  which  the 
'Oovemtnent  canDOt  depart,  lo  the  prejudice  of 
-e^ailsarLti',  without  furni:>hing  just  cauM:  of  cum- 
-  plalni ;  for  DolhiDe  can  be  mure  reasonable  than 
•  that  he  who  should  have  contributed  to  the  relief 
'of  hi«' neighbor  should,  in  his  turn,  be  relieved. 
'Aad  hence  the  nec«sirily  that,  in  deciding  upon  the 
claims  incideDlltfthelaie  war,  ^reat  care  be  taken 
that,  while  remuDerftlion  forindindual  losses  shall 
be  awarded  to 'the  full  extent  which  a  regard 
the  best  interests  of  tbe  country  will  josti^,  those 
interests  shall  nolbe  e»eatially  impaired  by  a  de- 
sire to  relieve  frCMB'parnel'snEfertne. 

It  is  believerf  that  the  imeresis  of  the  peoide  col- 
lectively would  be  best  pmraoted  should  the  Gov- 
ernment limit  its ■dewands  upon  tbem  to  ihesumi    .._. . 

necessary  to  mterthe-currEni  expenses, provide  for  '■  narrow,  known,  and  well'dcfined  limits. 
the  common  def«)cei  and  advance  such  other  great  |  The  sudden  invasion  brthe  tnaay  at. an  mex- 
nationat  objects-  as  are^  within  its  proper  sphere  of !  pected  point  nea^  New  OrJeniiB  produced  a  tctieat 
jurisdiction,  and  leav«  it  lo  them  to  exercise  their  I  of  the  inhabitants,  and  tbe  concesttationaf  alatge 
own  discretion  in  wlmlitig  their  situations  and  '■  military  force,  mostly  militia,  pqoally  sudden,  aad 
employments,  without  tht  bupe  of  deriv  iog  any  ;  without  any  previous  preparation  ;  and  heace  re- 
thing  from  the  Treasury,  except  a  just  reward  for  I  suited  a  general  prostration  of  private  property,  in 
services  rendered,  and  a  fair  tquiralent  foE  their  :  the  neighborhood,  partly  by  ths  American  troops, 
property  directly  applied  to  public  purposes.  |  andpartly  by  the  enemy, and  there  can  be  no  doubt 

In  tbe  same^oportion  as  the  citizens  are  taught  but  much  of  it  was  an  unnecessary,  useless  waste, 
.  lo  lotA:  to  tbe  Treasnry  for  support,  they  will  relax  ;  resulting  not  ffom  the  will  of  the  Ooponnent  or 
in  their  exertions  to  acquire  itby  prudentcaie  srod  lis  agenisi  but  from  «  stale  of  tUnga  4iTe»  wfaich 
'  industry;  and,  should  it  beceaW'Uie  aeiiled  poHcy  1  they  nad  no  control. 
of  the  Government  loreBsnerate  for  losses  merely  i  It  is  believed  by  thecommittee that  arala  which 
lioeident  to  •  state  of  war,  it  would  opicale  as  an  i  would  auihoriaa  an  allinnnae  in  thia«aa»  would 
-.tedaccoient  to  tbe  citizens  to  web  lor  a'*e*dy  ;  produce  to  the  country  moch  taonot  evil  than 
'marlrA  and  a  bwb  pricajfor  their  t^ietH  in  loMes  .  benefit;  and ^  as  tba-testiBrfooy  .docs  «ot'«•tisGK■ 
'^  of  thai  descripiiaiV)  roibep  Ifaan  bfltod  to  tbero  the        ■•      ■  -       1  ■  >-  -L .: 

I'bvt'praieclionin  their<pow€T;<snd,'hKvina)i«eured 
-'■achannttettafa%bpFiorvrouldriillowt)feoarae — 
■  afFOnaBtaBCCwhich  thdOoranment  havingine- 


latnK)  wDu  iwy  luam}  so  that,  after  the  mott  Of 
which  the  OovenimenI  is  capable  shall  have  been 
done,  but  little  advance  will  be  made  towards  an 
equality  in  the  public  burdens  of  this  character. 

Losses  and  sufferings  resulting  accidentally  from 
a  state  of  war  will,  at  a  given  period,  fall  heavier 
upon  one  section  of  the  country  than  another,  and 
always  unequally  upon  the  citizens  of  any.  But 
it  may  fairly  be  presumed  that  different  lai^  dis- 
uicts,  taking  a  series  of  years  together,  will  be  sub- 
jected to  nearlv  the  same  suffering ;  and  it  is  be- 
lieved it  would  be  much  better  lo  leave  it  lo  the 
citizens  lo  equalize  their  burdens  among  themselves, 
as  iheir  sense  of  propriety  shall  dictate,  than  for 
the  Government  to  encourage  them  to  look  to  the 


rcBsury  lur  rnici,  uuu  iu_    ..  .^ 

._  the  onavoidsble  lossof  limcTenitting  from  si 
a  poltcy,wiihwhichtbere  will  always  beaaaociated 
a  lamentable  source  of  speculation  and  Ecaud. 

If  the  views  which  the  committee  have  taken 
of  the  subject  be  correct,  it  undeniably  follows  thkt 
tbeercater  the  extent  to  which  the  Qontnmeiit 
shall  endeavor  lo  equalize  the  batdens  of  ibcTwo- 
ple  reaulii|ig  tncidentalljr  from  a  slate  of  war,  the 
more  will  the  nation  be  impoverished  ;  and  h«oca 
it  is  betteved  .that'  the  permanent  intercstof  the 
country  will  -be  best  ipromotecl  by  a  policy  which . 
shall  confine  ibe  allowances  of  GoTemment  witliia 


irily-  tif  dctridr  Mfoa/  f»'ftirt»  tnttinKiaaiei 
'Bcnvguard  against.  Hence  At>  b+livMdirMaL  it 
*  "WOiSd'  hot  be  Bipcdiatt  to  retnimttatei  for  horca 
— "--'^  ahall  have  been  incidfniilil,r  aad-Wanlted 


the 


'Wbre  it  praolitable  foe  GoveRMDent^  thmiKh 
iperaiians  of  the  Treasury,  to;»qualize' the 


<  burdens  of 'the  peoplearisiDg  from  a  iitata  ofmi 
"  orother  national  calamity,  mach  might  be  said' in 

its  favor ;  but  such  n  result  can  neve^  b*  effi-cted. 
I  In  the  first  {dace,  hunaQ  wisdom  is  totally  incura- 
'  petMi  to  the  adoption  of  any  abn<  by  >which  the 
'  trae  amount  of  such  lo»sn  cvuld  be  aaaerained ; 

and,  secondly,  ihe  taxes  oa  which  iheChiveraaaat 
I  mnalrelf  toraraiah  itself  with  the  means  loaansfy 
''tke  daima  nn  nsvertn.nBde-to  ikU  equally  jipon 


lilyxhow  that  the  property  for  which  Iha-pati- 
liooer  pravB  to  be  eompessated  wast«fce»  mi  wed 
for  Ihe  puMJcverviae,  they  ieaoBMMn4thu  tbe  bill 
be  intteiiuiety  pMpnied. 


[CamniunkatedlD  the  Bowte,  DaeenbuSOj  ltI9-] 
Mr-SAMpeBBjaadfrthefolkHring^rcpartt 
The  Goooittee  of  GomBeie*  and.  Hann&c- 
bvesbsvecoiisiilBred  ihe  official  .atotaaenta.'which 
have  been  bltherlo  made  of  the  eammaice  of  the 
United  States  with  foreign  countrin,  and  ths  pro- 
vision* which  are  raqnisilB  for  oblainins  ctaftpleie 
andaecorete  alalittical  aocanBlB  of  ithe  Ibnign 
•ummarceof  the  United  SuteSrand  ihef  aubnit 
to  the'BoutethaJaUoviag'rqxiit: 


^yCoOi-^lc 


3t«6 


APHSNSIX 


3ia« 


TittteporttMKt  import$i^ 


thtOnOntStaUtkaM  been  itatid  to 
falioaing  year* 


amffiM,i»vaiu,U>auJi)Bxmi^nm»t»At 


Tmm. 

ToUl  •■Ine  or 
•iporu. 

rottln)a«af 

Prom  August  1,1789,  to  September  30, 1790 

Prom  October  1, 1790,  to  September  30, 1791         ■  •     ■ 

From  October  1, 1792,  to  September  30,  1793 

Prom  October  1,1793,  to  September  30, 1794 

From  October  1, 1794,  to  September  30,  1795 

Prom  October  1,1795,  to  September  30, 1796 

From  October  1,  1796,  to  September  30,  1797 

Prom  October  1, 1797,  to  September  30, 1798 

From  October  1,1798,  to  September  30, 1799 

From  October  1,  1799,  to  September  30, 1800 

From  October  1,  1800,  to  September  30, 1801 

FroraOctoberJ,  1801,  to  September  30,  1802        .        .        .        .        - 

From  October  1,  1802,  to  September  30,  1803 

From  October  1,  1803,  to  September  30, 1804 

From  October  1, 1804,  to  September  30, 1805 

From  October  1, 1805,  lo  September  30, 1806 

Prom  October  1,1806,  to  September  30, 1807 

From  October  1, 1807,  to  September  30, 1808        .       _       -       -        . 

From  October  1,  1808,  to  September  30, 1809 

From  October  1,  1809,  lo  September  30,  1810 

Prom  October  1,1810,  to  September  30,  1811         .        .        .       -       - 

Prom  October  1,  18U,  to  September  30,  1812 

From  October  1, 1813,  to  September  30,  1813 

From  October  1, 1814,  to  September  30, 1815 

Prom  October  1,  1815,  to  September  30,  1816          ----- 

From  October  1,1816,  to  September  30, 1817 

Prom  October  1, 1817,  to  September  30, 1818 

«aO,415,967 
19,012,041 
20,753098 
26,109,672 
33,026,233 
47.989,472 
67,064,097 
56,850,206 
61,627.097 
78.665,622 
70,971,780 
94,115.925 
72.483,160 
55,800,033 
77,699,074 
9^666,021 
101,536  963 
108,343,150 
23,430,960 
52203,233 
66,757,970 
61,316,833 
38,627,236 
27,855,997 
6,927,«1 
Mi57,753 

8i,aao,453 

87,671,669 
93,281,133 

«69,758aS8 
81,436,164 
75  379,408 
68.551,700 
79.069,148 
91.252,788 

111,363,511 

The  exports  are  here  ffiveo  According  to  tbe 
official  sutements  of  tbe  Treuury.  Tbe  imports 
here  stated  for  certain  years  are  siren  according 
lo  luofficial  estimates  of  tlieir  value. 

The  upoTta  and  imports  of  the  United  States 
for  each  year  since  the  oommencem^it  or  the  pres- 
ent Qovetnment,  in  1769,  hare  been  stated  by  tbe 
Treasitry.  Tbe  official  staiemrats  are  annually 
ctnnmuiucaled  to  Congress,  and  are  laid  before 
tbe  pnbtic.  These  statements  set  forth  various 
matters  concerning  the  exports  and  imports  as 
&cts.  They  have  been  accordingly  regarded  as 
the  authentic  source  from  which  accurate  infor- 
mation concerning  our  exports  and  imports  may 
be  derived,  and  as  an  official  exposition  of  the 
stale  of  our  commerce  with  foreign  countries. 
Kvery  part  of  the  statements  bears  the  same  stamn 
of  authority,  all  parts  of  ibem  are  e^oally  official, 
and  all  are  given  as  eqnaliy  authentic. 

Are  these  statemeots  accurate  in  tbe  points 
vbich  they  represent  as  facts;  and  do  they  exhibit 
all  tbe  lactK  wbicb  should  appear  in  statistical 
accounts  of  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  United 
States? 

All  the  matter*  set  forth  in  the  statements  of 
exports  and  imports  are  furnished  lo  the  Treasury 
by  tbe  coUecton  of  the  customs.  The  materials 
Koeived  froia  the  coUeetors  are,  at  the  Treasoty, 


compiled  into  tbe  atttemeDts  vhicb  are  aooiully 
laid  before  Congress  and  published.  The  state- 
ments of  exports  and  those  of  imports  are  rendered 
distinctly  from  each  other. 

The  master  of  every  vessel  bonnd  to  a  foreign 
place  is  required  to  ddirer  lo  the  collector  of  the 
port  from  which  the  vessel  is  about  lo  depart  a 
manifest  of  all  the  cargo  on  board  of  tbe  vecsel,  to 
state  the  value  of  the  eargo  and  tbe  destination  of 
the  vessel,  and  to  verify  ibe  manifest  and  slal»- 
ments  by  his  own  oath.  The  collector  thus  ob- 
aocoonl  of  the  cargo^  tbe  kinds,  quanti- 


^"^ 


tjoantities  of  the  exports  are  stated  by  the  collect- 
ors, in  most  cases,  as  they  are  received  from  ifa« 
mastra-s  of  vessels;  and  by  the  Treasury,  in  all 
cases,  as  they  are  received  from  the  cofleetora. 
Those  values  are,  in  some  cases,  the  sttms  fur- 
nished  by  the  masters  of  vessels;  but,  in  most 
coses,  they  are  valuations  made  by  the  collectort 
themselves. 

The  tjnantities  of  the  exports  are  furnished  bjr 
the  master  of  the  vessel  \  and  they  are  sometimeB 

S'ven  with  considerable  inaccnracy,  either  brcaive 
e  qnantities  are  nc»  accoratelv  known  by  the 
master,  or  from  want  of  care,  tint  as  there  is,  iit 
general  no  moiive  to  misMpreKBtthMe  facts,  sack 
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Sflfiitloai  AecomiU.  of  Commene  md  Xaolffatiea, 


erron  may  be  od  the  side  either  of  excess  or  defi- 
cioie;^^  and  liiey  may  not  much  vary  the  total 
quantities  staled.    Where  the  articles  are  foreigo 

Sroducts  which  are  exported  with  drawback  of 
uties,  the  exportei:  hioiaelf  enters  them  for  expor- 
tation. But  this  entry  does  not  state  the  quanii- 
ties  of  articles  which  pay  ad  valorem  duties  as  im- 
ports. Where  the  articles  pay  specific  dutie%  as 
imports,  their  quantities  are  ascertained  with  en- 
tire accuracy  by  the  entry  of  the  eiCDorter,  and  by 
reference  to  the  importation.  Iti  all  cases,  except 
those  of  articles  of  foreign  origin  which  are  exj  '  ' 
with  drawback  of  duties,  the  quantities  of  i. 
ports,  OS  they  are  stated  by  the  Treasury,  a 
rived  solely  from  the  masters  of  vessels. 

Where  the  exports  are  products  of  the  United 
Slates,  the  species  and  quantities  of  the  several 
articles  are  given  in  the  statements;  where  the 
exports  are  jiroducts  of  other  countries  which  paid 
specific  duues  upon  iqiportaiion,  their  kinds  and 
quantities  are  stated. 

Where  the  exports  consist  of  merchandise  of 
foreign  production  which  paid  ad  valorem  duties 
Upon  importatiao,  no  specification  of  the  kinds, 
quantities,  or  values  of  particular  articles  is  given 
m  Iherelumsof  thecollectorGxir  in  thestatemr  ' 
of  the  Treasury.  These  articles  are  arranged 
der  diflerent  heads^  according  to  the  rales  of  duty 
which  they  respectively  paid  as  imports.  All  arti- 
cles which  pay  the  same  rale  of  duty  are  placed 
in  one  da^j  and  the  total  value  of  ail  the  arii- 
cLescomposiog  each  class  is  given;  but  the  kind, 
quantity,  or  value  of  any  particular  article  is  not 
stated. 

Our  exports  of  artieles  of  foreian  produt 

have,  generally,  been  ^eat.  Id  ue  three  years 
preceding  the  1st  of  October,  ITdfl,  and  in  the 
three  years  preceding  the  1st  of  October,  1807.  the 
exports  of  articles  olfo  reign  production  considera- 
bly exceeded  the  exports  of  our  domestic  products. 
In  other  years,  the  exports  of  foreign  merchandise 
have  been  more  than  one-thiid,  and,  in  others, 
more  than  one-fourth  of  ail  our  exports.  At  pres- 
ent, the  exports  of  foreign  merchandise  are  more 
than  one-fourth  of  the  whole  exports.  Of  these 
exports  of  foreign  merchandise,  about  one-third 
has  generally  consisted  of  articles  which  paid  ad 
valorem  duties  as  imports,  have  amouoted,  upon 
an  avuage  of  the  last  twenty-three  years,  to  more 
than  nine  millions  of  dollars  for  eaca  year.  From 
the  present  statements  we  know  not  what  these 
exports  paying  ad  valorem  duties  as  imports  really 
are.  The  exports  of  this  ]>articular  class  are  im- 
portant, not  only  from  their  amount,  but  also  as 
including  those  foreign  manufactures  which  enter 
into  competition  with  our  own  manufacturer  in  our 
own  markets.  It  will  be  useful  that  we  should 
know  the  kinds^  quantities,  and  values  of  the  prin- 
cipal articles  of  these  exports  with  more  distmct- 
ness  than  at  present  appears  j  and  it  will  not  be 
difEcult  to  select  from  tnese  eioorts  those  of  the 
principal  kinds,  which  are  considerable  in  amount, 
and  to  state  such  parts  of  them  separately,  by  their 
kinds,  quantities,  and  values. 

Where  the  exports  consist  of  foreign  goods 
which  were  free  from  duty  as  imports,  the  total 
lath  Con.  1st  Sebs^9 


value  of  all  these  exports  is  stated  in  one  siUB, 
without  a  specification  of  the  kind,  quantity,  or 
value  of  any  particular  article.  The  exports  of 
some  of  tbesa  articles  are  considerable,  and  the 
kinds  of  the  articles  are  not  numerous.  It  will  be 
easy  to  state  either  the  whole  of  these  exports,  or 
those  of  them  which  are  of  considerable  amount, 
by  the  kinds,  quantities,  and  values  of  particular 

In  determining  the  values  of  the  exports,  the 
collectors  reject  the  valuation  furnished  by  the 
master  of  the  vessel  whenever  they  think  proper 
to  do  so,  and  make  their  own  valuatioii,  which 
they  return  to  the  Treasury.  There  is  some  diver- 
sity in  the  practice  of  different  collectors  in  respect 
to  the  cases  in  which  they  substitute  their  own 
valoatiou  for  that  of  the  master,  and  also  in  re^ 
spect  to  the  principles  upon  which  the  valuations 
ot  the  collectors  are  made.  The  course  pursued  at 
some  of  the  principal  ports  will  be  stated,  aii4 
will  show,  in  general,  ine  methods  by  which  the 
exports  have  been  valued. 

Where  the  exports  are  products  of  the  Untied 
Stales,  or  products  of  fordgn  countries  which  pay 
specific  duties  upon  importation,  the  valualion  is 
generally  made  by  the  collector  in  the  fotlowijig 
manner:  The  valuation  furnished  by  the  master 
of  the  ressel  is  entirely  disregarded.    The  current 

S rices  of  each  article  at  the  port  of  exportation, 
uring  the  whole  quarter  of  the  year  in  which  the 
goods  are  exported,  are  collected  from  such  infor- 
mation as  the  collector  may  possess  or  procure: 
and  from  all  the  different  prices  a  mean  value  of 
the  article  b  deduced,  which  is  the  same  through 
the  whole  quarter.  The  average  value  of  eaob 
article  thus  derived  from  the  several  market  prices 
of  the  quarter,  is  the  value  assigned  to  the  article 
by  the  cotlecior  during  that  quarter. 

Where  the  exports  are  articles  of  foreign  origin 
which  pay  ad  valorem  duties  as  imports,  and  are 
afterwards  exported  with  drawback  of  duties,  ihq 
value  assigned  lo  ihem  as  exports  is  the  foreign 
catt  of  the  articles',  with  an  addition  to  that  cost 
of  twenty  per  centum  if  the  goods  came  from  be- 
yond the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  ten  per  centum 
if  they  came  from  any  other  place.  This  is  the 
manner  of  valuing  these  exports  at  some  of  the 
principal  ports.  At  fome  other  ports,  it  appean 
that  the  valuation  of  these  exports  furnished  by 
:r  of  the  vessel  is  received,  and  returnea 
to  the  Treasury  without  alteration. 

Where  the  exports  are  articles  of  foreign  otjpu 
which  were  free  from  duly  upoa  importation,  or 
e  subject  to  ad  valorem  duties  as  imports,  and 
subsequently  exported  without  drawback  o{ 
duties,  the  valuation  given  by  the  master  of  the 
vessel  is  generally  adopted  by  the  collector,  and 
returned  to  the  Treasury. 

Thus,  the  valuations  of  the  exports  which  ap- 

^r  in  the  statements  of  the  Treasury  are  made 
partly  and  principally  by  the  collectors,  and  partly 
t)y  the  masters  of  vessels. 

The  principle  established  for  the  valuation  of 
the  expoits  by  the  ninety-third  section  of  the  act 
of  M&icb  2,  1799,  is,  that  each  article  shall  be 
stated  according  to  its  actual  value  at  the  port  and 
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time  of  exportation.  As  the  cargo  it  generaltf 
purchased  nt  the  port  of  eiportation,  and  its  value 
there  mzy  alwavs  be  known,  it  seems  to  have  been 
aupposed  that  the  true  co^l  or  actual  value  of  the 
cai^o  would  be  alwavs  kuowu  to  the  roaiiter  of 
the  vessel,  and  ihai  De  would  state  the  cost  or 
▼alue  accurately  to  ihe  collector.  Hence,  the  only 
provision  of  taw  for  obtaining  valuations  of  the 
exports  Is  that  which  requires  a  stBlcmenl  of  the 
value  of  the  cargo  from  the  master  of  the  vessel. 
But  ii  is  fuuod  in  practice  that  the  statements  of 
Tataes  bjr  the  master  are  geaerall]'  loose  and  un- 
certain, and  often  very  incorrect.  As  the  iriaster 
is  seldom  the  owner  of  the  cargo,  he  h  in  eeoeral 
ignorant  of  the  price  paid  for  it,  or  its  real  value. 
The  owner  of  the  cargo,  or  the  agent  who  pur- 
chases it,  is  not  requir^  lo  famish  any  account  of 
it,  or  to  make  ooy  statement  of  its  value.  The 
master  alone  is  required  to  state  the  value.  He 
therefure  states  the  value  by  conjecture,  or  accord- 
iog  lo  such  information  as  he  may  receive  from 
the  shipper ;  and  the  shipper  is  at  liberty  to  give 
anjp  information,  or  no  informntion,  upon  that 
point.  The  oatb,  which  is  the  only  security  for  a 
true  statement  of  the  value,  is  required  from  the 
muter,  and  not  from  the  owuer  or  exporter  of  the 
articles  valued. 

The  collector*,  in  most  cases,  reject  the  valua- 
tions of  the  master,  and  make  their  own  valua- 
tions. This  practice,  though  a  deviation  from 
law,  has  probably  tended  to  furnish  valuations 
more  correct  than  those  of  the  masters  of  vessels, 
in  all  the  cases  in  which  the  collectors  have 
founded  their  valuations  upon  real  market  prices. 
But  ia  the  case  of  exports  of  goods  uf  foreign  ori- 
gin, where  the  collector  states  the  value  of  the 
exports  at  the  foreign  cost  of  the  articles,  wilh  ad- 
diiiuns  of  ten  and  twenty  per  centum,  s  stranet 
anomaly  lakes  place.  The  collector  rejects  thi 
master'rt  valuation,  not  in  order  to  ndopt  the  mar- 
ket value  of  the  articles,  but  in  order  tn  substitute 
B  prior  foreign  price  of  the  articles,  with  uniform 
additions  otten  and  twenty  per  centum.  This 
mode  of  valuation  is  entirely  artificial.  It  must, 
in  general,  represent  these  exports  an  worth  con- 
■idej^bly  less  than  their  real  value  hcre,since  they 
are,  in  gi-neral,  worth  much  more  in  our  markets 
than  the  foreign  cost,  with  the  additions  of  ten 
and  twenty  per  centum.  The  master's  valuation, 
erroneous  as  it  often  is,  would  give  the  value  of 
tbcse  exports  more  accurately  than  such  valuations 
of  the  collector. 

There  are  sufficient  reasons  to  believe  that  the 
{rciienil  tendency  of  the  present  methods  of  valua- 
tion has  been,  in  some  degree,  lo  overrate  the  ex- 
ports, and  to  state  them  somewhat  higher  than 
their  real  values  at  the  porn  of  exportation.  The 
decree  of  this  exagi[erstion  cannot  be  determined. 
It  IS,  however,  bdieved  to  be  not  very  considera- 
ble. With  some  abatement  for  this  excesf,  the 
Tsluations  of  the  exports  may  be  considered  as 

The  statements  of  exports  appear  to  show  the 
foreifni  countries  to  which  the  exports  are  sent, 
the  levernl  countri(«  are  specified,  and  theamount 
ncported  to  each  is  staled.    This  part  of  the  state- 


ments is  generally  regarded  as  sbowiDg-  the  re- 
spective amounts  of  our  exports  received  by  differ* 
ent  foreign  countries.  But  the  statements  do  not 
^how,  with  cerlaintyj  the  amounts  of  our  exports 
received  by  particular  countries;  they  ex>iiUt 
merely  the  reported  destinations  of  the  vessels  in 
which  the  exports  depart. 

The  destination  of  the  vessel  and  cargo  istietted 
at  the  custod-house  as  a  matter  of  no  moment, 
further  than  to  obtain  the  name  of  some  foreign 
place  to  be  iuserled  in  the  manifest  and  clearance. 
The  master  of  a  vessel  bound  from  this  eountrr 
states  at  the  custom-house  any  foreign  place  whicn 
he  nleases  to  name  as  the  destination  of  the  vessel, 
ana  bis  declaration  is  received  without  further 
inquiry.  The  destinations,  thus  reported,  are  re- 
lorned  to  the  Treasury,  and  are  there  given  in 
the  statements  of  exports  as  the  countries  to  which 
the  goods  are  exported.  But  tbe  true  destination 
is  sometimes  concealed,  to  prevmt  competition  in 
the  commerce  really  intended ;  and  when  there  is 
an  apprehension  of  capture,  a  false  destination 
may  be  announced,  in  order  that  it  may  appear 
in  the  clearance,  if  that  document  should  fall  into 
the  hands  of  captors.  When  a  true  destination  ii 
given,  it  is  frequently  the  first  foreign  port  at 
which  the  vessel  is  intended  to  touch  for  advice 
and  refreshments,  while  the  real  destination  of  the 
cargo  is  for  some  other  country:  or  the  ultimate 
destination  may  he  contingently,  for  one  of  several 
countries,  according  to  the  state  of  the  markets, 
or  other  circumstances.  The  destination  may  be 
changed  after  the  clearance  is  obtained,  or  at  any 
lime  af^er  the  vessel  leaves  the  port  of  departure. 
It  is  not  uncommon  to  declare  the  destination,  and 
lake  a  clearance  for  the  West  Indies  generally.  A 
clearance  is  sometimes  taken  for  Euioi^e,  Asia,  or 
Africa.  In  all  such  cases,  the  particular  country 
to  which  the  car^o  is  reallj;  destined  is  left  uncer- 
tnin  ;  but  it  is  prmcipally  in  our  commerce  with 
Europe  that  the  reported  destinations  do  not  truly 
show  the  countries  which  first  receiveour  exports. 
Clearances  for  great  quantities  of  our  exports  are 
taken  for  England,  or  for  England  and  a  market, 
and  for  Cowes  and  a  market.  Some  of  these  ex- 
ports  are  landed  in  England  ;  but  a  neat  portion 
of  them  is  carried  to  the  countries  on  the  European 
continent,  and  first  landed  there.    Englana  is  a 

Seat  mart,  and  is,  in  soiue  respects,  the  centre  of 
e  commerce  of  Europe.  In  England  informa- 
tion of  the  state  of  markets  upon  the  continent  of 
Europe  may  always  be  obtnioed.  Our  own  com- 
merce and  mercantile  connexions  with  England 
are  erest.  The  balance  of  our  trade  with  Eng- 
land is  uniformly  and  largely  against  us;  and  this 
balance  is  discharged  princirally  by  our  exports  to 
the  European  continent.  The  great  capitals  of 
the  British  merchants,  and  their  mercantile  con- 
nexions with  every  country  in  Europe,  enable 
them  to  make  advances  or  payments  lor  onr  ex- 
ports to  any  part  of  Europe,  when  those  expoiti 
are  placed  under  their  control.  These,  and  other 
cau!«s,  make  England  the  channel  through  which 
we  receive  payment  for  a  great  part  of  our  exports 
to  the  continent  of  Europe.  In  this  course  of 
things,  very  considerable  quantities  of  our  exports 
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which  BR  earried  to  the  coDliDeiit  or  Europe,  and 
fint  landed  there,  depart  aominallv  Tor  Engiand, 
Mtd  are  now  staled  as  exportnl  to  Ka^ad.  Con- 
siderable quantiiies  of  our  export*  are  also  cleared 
Air  Gibraltar,  aod  ue  slated  aa  exports  to  OibraU 
tar.  Nearly  alt  theu  articles  go  into  the  Medi- 
lerranean,  sod  are  first  landed  in  the  different 
cpnatrien  adjacent  to  ibat  sea.  Hence,  our  ex- 
ports 10  Englaod  and  Qibraliai  bare  been  swelled 
far  beyond  iheir  real  ainouni  in  the  siaieoienls  of 
exports.  The  true  araouut  of  ihese  exaggerations 
cannot  be  koowo,  but  they  are  undoubtedly  very 
considerable.  In  H>me  other  branches  of  our  for- 
eign commerce,  in  which  it  is  koowa  that  the 
voyage  is  to  geneial  really  that  which  is  an- 
Bounced,  we  may  relv  upon  the  reported  deslioa- 
lion  as  sufficiently  soowing  the  foreign  coualry 
which  receirea  the  export*.  Withoni  such  a 
knowledge  of  the  actual  course  of  trade,  we  can- 
not iiiy  upon  any  part  of  the  present  statemenln 
aa  exhibiting  accurately  the  autouai  of  oar  exports 
to  ftuy  foreign  country.  The  destinations  are  now 
reported  by  the  roaster  alone,  with  ao  much  loose- 
ness aad  inaccuracy  that  this  part  of  the  subject 
ia  left  in  much  ancerlainty. 

It  is  proposed  that  ihe  exporter  shall  join  with 
the  maKter  of  the  Tessel  in  furnishing  the  account 
of  the  exports,  and  in  stating  their  value  and  their 
true  deslinalion.  Thia  prorisiou  will  probably 
prove  sufficimt  to  obtain  accurate  statements  of 
the  kinds,  quantities,  and  value*  of  the  exports, 
«nd  of  their  true  destinations. 

The  stntements  of  imports  consiiit  of  certain  ma- 
terials which  are  brougbt  into  the  Treasury  by  the 
laws  imposing  duties  on  goods  imported  into  the 
United  States,  and  legulating  the  colleciioo  of 
those  duties.  They  present  the  facts  which  are 
aserrtained  for  the  purpose  of  levying  those  duties, 
aad  nothing  more. 

AU  the  imports  are  either  free  from  duty,  or  sub- 
ject to  duty;  and  those  articles  which  are  subject 
to  duly  are  charged  either  with  duly  on  the  quan- 
tity, ot  with  duty  on  the  value.  Goods  free  from 
dutjr  have  never  been  comprised  in  the  statements 
of  import*  in  any  manner  whatever.  Buch  mer- 
chandise is  entered  at  the  custom-bonse,  and  land- 
ed, under  permission,  like  goods  subject  to  duty, 
but  oo  return  or  account  of  it  ia  given  to  the  Trea- 
aury.  Thera  im,  accordingly,  a  total  omission  of 
all  goods  free  from  duly  in  all  the  o&iM  state- 
ments of  imports. 

The  statements  of  the  Treasury  present  only  the 
imports  subject  to  duty.  These  imports  are  pre- 
sented under  the  two  genetal  heads  of  "{^ds  sut»- 
jeet  to  specific  duty,"  and  "goods  subject  to  ad 
valorem  duty." 

The  kinds  and  the  quantities  of  the  imports  sub- 
ject to  specific  duties  are  asceriaitied  by  the  officers 
of  the  customs.  The  statements  of  tne  Treasury 
aecordiogly  present  all  the  articles  subject  to  spe- 
cific duties  with  accuracy  in  respect  to  their  kinds 
and  quantities. 

But  the  official  statements  present  no  valuation 
whatever  of  any  of  the  articles  subject  to  specific 
duties.  These  articles  are  not  valued  at  the  cus- 
tODD  hooses,  or  at  the  Treasury. 


The  Imports  subject  to  ad  valorem  duties  ait 
presented  m  a.  very  difierent  form.  All  artictee 
which  pay  the  same  duty  are  conitulidated  loioooa 
mass,  and  the  total  value  of  that  mass  is  given  in 
the  official  statements.  There  is  no  specificatioa 
of  any  particular  article  by  name  or  desciiptioo — 
no  scalemeol  of  the  quaolily  or  value  of  any  singla 
article ;  and  it  does  not  appear  what  particular  ar- 
ticles, bt'loogiog  to  the  class  of  those  paying  tha 
same  rate  of  duly,  have  really  been  imported  or 
not.  As  many  columns  are  stated  as  (bete  ara 
rates  of  ad  valorem  duties,  and  under  tach  column 
the  aggregate  value  of  ail  (he  imports  paying  ths 
same  rate  of  duty,  and  nothing  elite,  is  staled. 

The  imports  subject  to  ad  valorem  duties  ara 
valued  at  the  cu>tam  houses.  The  foreign  cost  of 
the  articles  in  the  countries  from  which  ihey  coom 
ia  first  ascertained;  an  addition  is  then  made  to 
that  cost  of  twenty  per  centum,  when  the  mer- 
chandise is  imported  from  any  place  beyond  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  ten  per  centum  when  it 
is  imported  from  any  other  plaee.  Thene  lolal 
sums,  so  composed,  are  retumnj  tu  the  Treasury  aa 
the  values  of  these  imports,  and  the  same  valiMa 
are  assigned  to  them  in  the  statements  of  the  Trea- 
sury,   n  thus  appears — 

1.  That  the  imports  free  from  duly  are  included 
in  the  statements. 

2.  That  no  account  whatever  is  given  of  tb* 
value  of  the  imports  subject  to  specific  duties. 

3.  That  goudsf'ubject  toad  valorem  dutieaaia 
not  dii>linguished  in  tbeir  kinds,  so  as  to  afiiird  aajr 
useful  informBtion ;  that  tbeir  quantities  are  not 
given  at  all ;  and  that  their  values  are  blended  into 
certain  {^Obs  sums,  without  showing  tbevaliwof 
any  single  article. 

4.  That  the  valualions  given  to  the  imports  sub* 
jecl  to  ad  valorem  duties,  are  made  upon  an  <9io- 
neous  principle. 

But  these  points  demand  a  more  particular  con- 
sideration. 

The  omission  of  all  the  imports  free  from  duly 
it  an  obvious  defn;!.  A  chasm  of  unknowu  ex-r 
lent  is  here  lef^  in  the  statements  of  our  importo. 
The  importance  of  this  omission  may  be  at  once 
conceived  by  adverting  lo  the  catalogue  of  arl^ 
cles  free  from  duty,  and  to  the  large  importaliooa 
of  many  of  them  which  are  known  lo  take  place. 
Copper,  brass,  tin,  furs,  hides,  plaster  of  Paris, 
and  the  dying  woods,  without  specifying  other 
articles  free  from  duty,  form  a  very  large  aiDouat 
of  our  imports.  The  true  amount  of  the  imports 
free  from  duly  cannot  he  estimated  with  much 
accuracy,  but  a  probable  opinion  of  their  aniuuut 
may  be  formed.  The  amtHint  of  the  exports  of 
these  articles  is  known,  for,  iiingular  as  it  may  he, 
Ihe  exports  of  these  articles  are  given,  though  we 
have  ao  account  of  the  same  articles  as  imports. 
The  exports  of  articles  which  had  been  previously 
importM,  and  were  free  from  duty  as  imports,  ara 
stated  by  the  Treasury  to  have  amounted  in  value 
lo  the  following  sums  in  the  following  yean: 
From  the  1st  of  October,  1804,  lo  the 

30ih  of  September,  1B05  -  -  ^IfiHSii 
From  the  Istof  OctoW,  1805,  to  the 

30th  of  September,  1806       -       -      2,383,910 
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3,080,1H 

370,3*1 

totbe 

S4S,3i2 

to  the 

1,322,033 

to  the 

1,495,984 

tothp 

586,180 

to  the 

57,804 

953 

to  the 

738,869 

to  the 

1,448,648 

_ 

800,813 

1,790,035 

«wt   -  (H5,£80,340 

Vrom  the  lit  of  Oetober,  1806, 
30di  of  September,  1808 

Fron  the  Ist  of  OcMbeT,  1607, 
30th  of  Sepleinbet,  1808 

From  the  let  of  October,  1808, 


30di  of  September, 
From  the  1st  of  October,  1810, 

30th  of  September,  1811 
From  the  let  of  October,  1811, 

30th  of  September,  1S12 
Vnm  the  Isl  of  October,  1813, 

30th  of  September,  1813 
From  the  1st  of  October,  1813, 

30th  of  September,  1S14 
From  the  Ist  of  October,  1814, 

30lh  of  Beptember,  I8l5 
Fkomthe  Istof  October,  1815, 

30th  of  September,  1816 
From  the  Ist  of  October,  1816, 

80th  of  Beptembsi,  1817 
^om  the  1st  of  OetoW  1817, 

30th  of  September,  1818 

Total  amount  of  the  fourteen  yt 


These  expotta  thus  appear  to  have  exceeded 
9t/)00,000  annually,  upon  an  aTerage  of  tke  last 
uurteen  yeara.  From  (be  beet  meant  of  judging 
frhi^  are  poMccsed,  it  it  estimated  ibat  the  im- 
BOrli  free  fTom  doty  which  have  been  consomed 
n  the  United  Siaiei  for  (he  laat  fifteen  years  hare 
amounted  ai  least  to  84,000,000  annually.  Our 
preaeot  consumption  of  ibetie  articles  probably 
exceeds  that  sum.  Assumioi;  this  estimate,  and 
aiqi^xiauig  that  ibe  aosual  exports  of  tbeae  articles 
nuNiBt  to  $1,000,000,  we  must  conclude  that  the 
total  annual  amount  of  our  imparts  of  anielea 
free  from  duly  is  at  least  95,000,000.  These  arti- 
cles, whatever  may  be  their  true  amount,  have 
never  entered  into  the  public  statements  of  im- 
ports. Surely  they  are  of  sufficient  importance  to 
M  known.  They  should  have  their  idace  in  the 
atotistieal  aecottnts  of  our  imports.  They  are  not 
only  ae  important  ss  any  ether  articles  of  equal 
UDOODl;  but,  if  any  class  of  imports  can  be  justly 
cmisideRd  more  important  than  another,  it  must 
be  that  which  we  inTJte  to  our  country,  by  ex- 
empting it  irom  burdens  imposed  upon  the  intro- 
-iueiion  of  all  other  merobaBdiBe. 

More  than  one-third  of  all  ibe  merchandise 
ported  into  the  United  States  consista  of  articles 
■ttbject  to  specific  duties.  The  whole  of  (hisgreat 
mass  of  imports  is  presented  wilboat  any  state- 
ment of  its  value.  The  thirty-sixth  section  of 
the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1799,  r«f(ulating;  the 
colleclioo  of  duties,  requires  valuations  of  imports 
nbjeel  to  specific  duties  as  well  as  of  others  j  but, 
in  practice,  ao  valuatiou  of  these  articles  is  made.' 
Aa  valuations  of  these  articles  are  not  neceesary 
for  any  purpose  of  revenue,  the  object  of  the 
Legislature,  m  thu  provision,  moat  Irave  be«i  to 
pi^ure  aaihentic  valuations  of  these  imports  for 
the  general  purposes  far  which  statistical  aeoouats 
ef  imports  ate  useful.     The  slatements  of  these 


impcwt%  as  they  are  now  ftonished,  are  in  «  gMa< 
deet«e  uaclen,  for  want  of  vatoationa. 

More  than  one-half  of  all  our  imports  are  arti- 
cles subject  to  duty  on  their  value.  ThcM  utidea 
are  stated  in  such  a  manner  as,  in  effect,  to  giv« 
no  information  of  the  kind,  quantity,  or  Taloe,  of 
any  one  article  imported.  Thus,  we  find  in  the 
statements,  that  the  goods  paying  ad  valorem  dn- 
ties  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  per  centum,  which  wcm 
imported  during  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  of 
September,  1817,  amounted  in  value  to  814,082,- 
903;  and  this  is  all  we  learn  concerning  thoa* 
goods.  If  we  inquire  what  those  goods  wer«^  thtt 
statements  afford  no  answer.  We  know,  indeed, 
that  the  imports,  which  are  snhject  to  a  duty  of 
fifteen  per  ceatun  on  the  value,  are  all  articles 
which  are  not  free,  and  not  subject  to  any  olbor 
rate  of  duty.  We  can,  therefore,  determine  wbt 
those  goods  were  not;  that  is  to  say,  that  they 
were  not  any  of  the  articles  which  are  either  free 
from  daty,  or  arc  charged  with  some  rate  of  duty 
di^rent  from  flneen  per  centtim.  It  is  impoeuble 
to  discovtt,  from  the  statements,  what  those  goods 
amoonling  to  014,083,908  really  were.  If  we  do- 
sire  to  learn  how  much,  either  in  quantity  or  valas^ 
of  woollen  cloth,  or  of  any  other  article  paving 
the  same  rate  of  duty  with  woollen  cloth,  has  been 
imported,  we  search  these  statements  in  vain  for 
that  purpose.  We  know  the  rate  of  duty  to  which 
woollen  cloth  is  sutiject,  and  we  dnd  the  aggre- 
gate value  of  all  the  imiiorlii  sabiect  to  that  t«te  of 
duty  amounted  to  a  certain  sum  \  Mt  whether  wool* 
len  cloth  was  or  was  not  one  of  the  artides  im- 
ported aitd  comprehended  in  this  total  value,  does 
Dot  appear.  The  aggregate  value  giva  in  ibe 
statements  may  result  from  all,  from  one,  or  fsooi 
any  part  of  all  the  articles  ehar^fcd  with  th*  mme 
rate  of  duty.  The  articles  which  belong  to  one 
class,  as  paying  the  same  ra.(e  of  duty,  are  very 
numerous,  and  the  importatioiM  of  the  particniar 
articles  of  each  class  are  very  different  in  amotmt 
at  different  times.  The  only  ooni^asioa  coocctb- 
ing  any  partioalar  article  whieh  can  be  derived 
fVwn  the  statwnenta  is,  that,  if  that  article  had  been 
imported  at  all,  it*  value  is  comprised  in  the  ag- 
gregate lalae  of  all  the  arlicks  which  pay  lEe 
same  duty.  It  does  not  appear  whether  any  par- 
ticular article  baa  been  imported  or  not. 

AmtHig  thaimportssnbjeet  toad  valorem  dutiss 
are  those  which  enter  into  competition  with  oni 
own  manufactures  of  tbe  like  article*;  as,  for  ex- 
ample, the  various  iabrics  of  wool,  cotton,  and 
iron.  Yet  we  are  without  any  authentic  informa- 
tion of  the  quaotiliea  or  values  of  all  these  various 
manufactores  which  we  receive  from  other  comi- 
tries.  We  know,  in  general,  that  (he  importalicma 
of  these  manu&ctares  are  great ;  aud  a  deplorahle 
proof  that  they  are  very  graat,  is  found  in  the  ruin 
which  they  have  brought  upon  many  of  our  citi- 
zens who  nave  engag^  in  similar  manufaolura. 
But  this  general  knowledge,  even  when  combined 
with  all  tbe  particulars  which  they  who  are  beat 
informed  upon  this  subject  can  oommnnioate,  af- 
fords BO  accurate  aecoont  of  facts.  Do  you  ask 
how  mnch,  either  in  quaatity  or  value,  ol^  manu- 
factures of  iron,  of  v<>al,  or  of  cotton,  ft  now  im- 
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pcRttd  into  tkeOnited  Stales,  or  has  been  impoTftd 
wJlhia  nuj  of  the  hit  ^trty  jmnl  Youi  ques- 
tion  ii,  indeed,  isief MOing' ;  but  it  eattBol  be  an- 
swered  by  any  c^elal  or  anthentia  statemenl  of 
OUT  impmti.  It  ia  peoiUnly  darirable  tfaat  tr^ 
■hould  potsoe  aeeoraie  nfonnrntioii  irf  the  amoii&t 
of  impiMled  mum&ctves  in  tboM  obmb  in  which 
our  own  ooiuBmi>tioi)  is  aniiiiltAd  pHdT  by  ibe  in- 
diuffiry  of  Mir  own  eiiizena,  and  pertly  from  foreign 
cotnitties.  The  imports  of  this  character  iarolTe 
«  great  qneslion  tit  narional  palioy.  As  they  sre 
wigaisnted  or  dmuaished,  our  own  msnofiictHrfs 
Kre  dqtreased  or  reUered.  It  i»  iww  erident  that 
aome  of  the  most  important  of  oar  own  mannfhc- 
tnres  require  the  aid  of  the  OoT«mment  to  sop- 
port  tfann  against  the  prenurv  ot  foreign  «om- 
petitjoa. 

Correct  information  of  the  kinds  and  aiDonnts 
of  tbeae  imports  may  be  easily  obtajned.  When 
soodsnit^ect  to  ad  taltrtmivtiea  are  imported,  the 
nbd  of  eaeh  article  is  ascertaiaed,  in  order  lo  as- 
•teRaio  iiit  rale  of  duty  to  which  it  is  snt^eet;  and 
ttsTslue  is  ascertained,  in  order  to  ascertain  the 
■moBnt  of  the  duly.  The  quantity  of  the  ftriiele 
■bo  appears  from  the  inniice  of  the  imporier. 
The  custom-howe  thtis  obtains  an  account  of  the 
kind,  qnality,  and  raloe  of  every  iidpoft  subject 
to  ltd  tufersM  doty.  Bat  ibete  fhets  are  not  girea 
in  the  aocoants  letnmed  to  the  Treasury.  In 
dHwe  aeeounta,  the  kinds,  quantitiw,  and  vdnes 
vt  parUeiilnr  artielet  are  not  sMtad.  Alt  aMietei 
wtueh  pay  the  Mine  rate  of  doty  are  placed  in  one 
^Kss,  and  the  aggregate  Talue  of  the  whole  elau 
is  givra-  In  the  present  practice  of  the  aMtom- 
bowa,  no  aecounC  of  the  qnaniiliee  or  valoe  of 
fiaittetdar  artlcto  k  preserred.  The  iovoloe  of 
'the  importer  is  reumed  to  him  after  the  anurent 
of  tbeanty  ii  ueertained.    But  an  account  of  the 


nine,  may  be  kep^nnd  rettmed  to  tin  Trnisaiy. 
It  is  net  proposed  tbat  a  distinct  ascoimt  sbcpald 
bt  kqK  at  Ae  ennoan'hontei,  or  given  in  the  staie- 
-menia  of  impwis,  of  the  kind,  mandty,  and  vulue 
of  onry  utMle  snijeci  to  nd  Tuorem  daty.  This 
'woirid  be  an  extreme  of  ■untntenees,  withont  utility. 
The  ettieles  eubject  to  ad  Tnlorem  duties  oom- 
yvrtkand  the  finer  manoihettine ;  and  those  man- 
nfaotnres  are  now  to  nnmenms,  and  so  varions  in 
Ae^  draOBiiiiations,  that  an  account  of  the  im- 
nortsofeachoaeof  litem  by  its  peculiar  dencm- 
inatiDn  would  be  (hr  too  prolix,  ft  is  proposed  lo 
•eleot  from  these  imports  sach  of  tiiem  as  are  great 
in  amount,  and  such  of  them  as  esme  into  compe- 
'  tilion  here  with  Uke  articles  manafaofured  in  any 
(wnsidentUe  degree  in  the  United  Slates ;  and  to 
■tate  such  imperil  sepaiately  Grom  all  oAers,  and 
from  each  other,  by  dwir  kinds,  qualities,  and 
values.  Thus,  manufactores  of  cotton,  wotdlen 
imnnftctBres,  and  mannfiMtnies  of  iron,  are  three 
-  ffrcat  dastes  of  impofts  which  shoold  be  stated 
'listinctty.  ManHfhetarea  of  Amc,  and  those  of  silk, 
iBftT  alM  be  staled  sepftniely.  Sotne  of  dioe  gen- 
ial beads  mavbe  aasceptiUe  of  BUbdivinons,  wnieh 
ttould  be  we»d ;  other  partieatKr  imports,  of  svf- 
floient  impfvtance  to  be  dittiiMrtly  known,  ^mtld 
■!\tt  Mfwalely  stated.    Bat  it  Axe  not  seem  — 


pedient  to  deflae  the  cases  in  which  special  ataie- 
meats  of  particular  articles  should  be  giren,  other- 
wise than  by  the  eeneral  principles  irhJoh  hare 
been  mentioned.    The  application  of  those  priaci^ 


menl),will  most  properly  beIcA  to  theofilcerswho 
ipile  the  statements.  Under  a  general  direc- 
tioB,  Aey  wilt  be  able  to  determine  the  casea  hi 
whidi  fqieolal  statements  will  be  nsieful,  and  to 
reneh  the  judicious  medium  between  too  much^ 
uncertainty  oa  the  one  side,  and  unneceesary  miti' 
uteness  on  the  other.  WhHt  all  ihe  cases  whieh 
are  worthy  of  distinct  statements  shall  hare  bedn 
selected,  the  rendoe  of  these  importe  may  be  stated 
such  aggregates  or  classes  as  may  oe  conve- 

Tbe  imports  subject  lo  ad  rslotem  dalies  ere 
staled  as  being  of  the  raloe  of  their  foreign  cocA, 
with  additions  of  ten  or  twenty  pra  centum  to  that 
cost.  These  additions  to  the  foreign  cost  are  alto- 
gether artificial.  They  are  prescribed  by  the  acts 
ooneeming  the  duties ;  pnhsps,  in  order  to  adapt 
the  duties  to  the  foreign  cost  of  the  articles,  so  as  to 
levy  the  same  revenue  upon  like  articles,  whether 
imported  from  Eorope  or  from  India.  The  same 
emcitotherevennewoirid,  however,  be  produced  if 
the  duty  were  ten  peroentum  higher,  and  the  Euro- 
pean article  wwer^ued  at  its  foreign  cost  merdy, 
and  the  like  article  from  India  were  valued  at  its 
foreign  cost,  with  an  addition  of  ten  per  centum. 
The  same  effect  lo  the  revenue  would  also  resnlt 
,f  the  European  article  and  the  article  from  India 
were  each,  respeetivriy,  rained  at  their  foreim 
cost  merely,  if  the  duty  on  the  Einropean  article 
wew  at  the  some  time  ten  per  centuiq  higher, 
and  the  duty  on  the  article  fmm  India  twenty 
per  eOfltum  hJriier  than  they  now  are.  The 
real  and  sole  ^ect  of  rai.iing  the  valuation  is  to 
angment  the  duty.  It  cannot  be  said  that  the 
foreign  cost,  when  augmented  by  one*tenth  or 
one-fifth  of  that  coiit,  7s  the  true  value  of  tbe 
im^iOTts  in  this  eoutttry.  The  true  value  of  a 
thing  can  never  be  assessed  and  declared  by  law. 
It  is  atwBvs  a  fact  d^>ending  iq»n  the  utility  of 
the  thing  ior  the  time  being;  or,  in  other  words, 
npon  the  supply  of  (he  articles,  and  the  wants  of 
mankind.  Whether,  therefore,  the  legislator  de- 
clares a  permanent  valneof  imports,  asraSnglahd, 
or  a  variable  value,  with  fixed  and  uniform  addi- 
tions, M  here,  he  never  determines  the  true  valu^ 
of  any  attiole.  Such  relations  of  value  insy,  per- 
haps, be  oonveniott  as  fiscal  rules,  because  niey 


nuy  tend  to  render  the  duties  eqnal,  in  ^ect,  upon 
diOerail  importers ;  or  they  mav  serve  to  produce 
intended  to  be  levied ;  but 


Ihey  do  not  represent  facts  as  they  are.  Nor  ci 
it  be  supposed  that  ibe  imports  fVom  the  countries 
beyond  the  Cape  of  Qood  Hope,  when  increased 
by  one-flflh,  and  other  imports,  when  increased  by 
fflte-tenth  of  their  foreign  value,  sfibrd  an  avera^ 
of  their  value  here ;  or  that  these  gross  sums  are  a 
just  equation  of  the  valnes  of  these  imports  in 
this  eonntry.  The  fitei  is  not  so.  The  itnports 
from  beyond  Ae  Gape  of  Qood  Hope  must  be  con- 
sidered aa,  in  general,  worth  here  at  (east  seventf 
per  ceMnra  more  than  thdr  foreign  cost,  and  the 
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.  imporli  from  Barope  m»y  bo  «itiiiuitfd  lo  be,  in 
geueral,  at  least  ibirly-five  per  centuoi  mure  valu- 
able here  iban  id  the  couuirie*  fron)  which  they 
oome.  The  duUe*  alone  upon  agreatpariof  these 
HDports  are  mgre  than  leo  and  Effenty  per  centuia 
or  ibeir  fureigo  cost.  If  the  duties  on  these  im- 
fotta  were  adtled  to  the  foreiED  cont,  the  swn  ob- 
ttiaed  iu  that  manuer  noulo  approach  far  taore 
nearly  to  the  value  of  ibe  impotEn  here  lh«D  the 
•niouQt  obtaJDect  by  the  fixed  additions  of  ten  and 
tWEDty  per  centum  to  the  foreign  cost.  But,  with- 
flui  re^rd  to  the  duties,  if  there  were  any  pro- 
priety ID  the  idea  of  aUempling  to  atoeruin  the 
true  value  of  (he  imports  here  by  tiled  additions  (a 
the  foreign  cost,  which  might  be  equal  to  the  ad- 
ditional kalue  which  the  articles  ^nerelly  bear 
lieiv,  those  addition!  should  be  far  higher  than  ten 
•ud  twenty  per  centum.  It  is  evident  that  the  of- 
ficial siaiemenudo  not  furnish  the  true  value  of 
these  imports.  If  we  svek  to  learn  the  value  of 
the  ffoodK  in  the  foreign  cuuntries  from  which  tbey 
«re  bfougbt,  the  sLatements  do  not  give  thai  fact. 
If  we  desire  lo  know  the  value  of  (he  goodn  in  this 
coUQiry,  the  statements  do  not  afford  that  fact. 
The  value  asfigued  to  the  goods  by  the  statements 
is  an  artificial  result,  never  according  wi lb  faeU, 
unless  by  accident;  bul  representing  the  goods  as 
worth  much  uiore  than  ibeir  cost  abroad,  and  much 
less  than  tbey  are  generally  worth  here. 
.  But  Ibe  addilioDs  of  ten  and  iwenly  per  centum 
may  be  deducted  from  the  foreign  cost  of  these 
impuTts.  Undoubtedly  this  may  be  done.  If  it 
is  proper  thai  tbianbould  be  done,  then  it  is  proper 
that  these  imports  fhould  be  slated  by  the  (lublic 
«fficer?  at  their  foreign  cont,  without  additions. 
Any  person  may,  indeed,  make  the  deduction  from 
the  amount  iiiated,  but  not  merely  by  a  simple  sub- 
traeiion.  It  doet>  not  appear  from  the  statements 
to  what  sums  ten  per  centum  is  added,  nor  (o  what 
sum.-  twenty  per  centum  is  added,  otherwise  th&n 
by  refereace  to  the  particular  countries  from  which 
imports  are  brought.  These  several  countries  are 
«)ecified,  with  the  amount  imported  from  each  of 
them.  The  imports  which  come  from  beyond  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  may  be  selected  from  those 
wliich  come  from  other  places;  the  whole  may 
be  thus  separated  into  two  classes,  and  the  total 
RmouDl  of  each  class  mav  be  obtained.  When 
-this  has  been  done,  it  will  be  known  that  the  first 
dais  is  that  which  has  received  an  addition  of 
'  twenty  per  centum  to  its  foreign  coKt,  and  that  the 
jecond  class  is  (bat  which  has  received  an  addi- 
tion of  ten  per  centum  to  its  foreign  cost;  and 
those  additions  may  then  be  subtracted.  But  this 
resort  lo  calculation  must  be  unavailing  lo  all  who 
sre  not  informed  of  (he  error  in  question,  or  know 
not  the  process  by  which  it  may  be  corrected.  The 
liberty  to  correct  errors  is  not  sufficient.  £veiy 
lact  which  is  worthy  of  a  place  in  statistical  ac- 
.couQts  should  be  so  stated  as  to  require  no  calcu- 
lation to  render  it  more  true. 

What,  then,  is  the  true  principle  upon  which 
imports  and  exports  hbould  be  valued?  Thequ»- 
tion  is  thus  slated  because  it  is  equally  applioable 
'  fboth. 

1  diOer- 


and  theobjeei  of  forc^n  « 
is  to  obtain  the  higher  value  which  an  article  bears 
in  the  euuotry  lo  which  it  is  sent.  Both  the  lower 
and  the  higher  values  are  equally  real,  and  both  ar« 
facts  which  may  be  stated  when  they  are  known. 
The  first  or  lower  valve,  always  belongs  to  the 
country  from  which  ibe  article  is  «]i|iorted.  The 
additional  value  may  accrue  to  any  couDtry  what- 
ever. When  an  article  is  sent  from  one  cuuniiy 
to  another,  the  price  paid  for  it  as  an  export  u 
univerxally  paid  bv  the  country  which  bays  lo  the 
country  which  sella.  The  same  article  now  u- 
rivea  in  the  country  to  which  it  is  sent.  There,  ita 
value  is  much  greater  than  the  sum  paid  for  it  as 
an  export.  The  additional  value  is  there  received; 
and  It  becomes  distinguished  in  its  applieaiioa 
into  two  parts — the  expense  of  ir9nKporiaiioa,and 
the  profit  of  the  merchanL  Other  factit,  which 
may  increase  or  affect  the  enhanced  value,  ate 
here  laid  out  of  view.  Prei|[bt  and  mercantile 
profii  roost  necessarily  be  defrayed  by  this  nddt- 
liooal  value.  TheexpenseoftranFjMTlmg  the  arti- 
cle, and  some  profit  lo  the  merchant,  must  both 
be  obtained  in  (bo  augmented  value  of  the  arti- 
.  cle ;  for  otherwise  nothing  would  be  gained,  and 
,  the  commerce  would  not  take  place.  The  eipenM 
I  of  Iraosportation  is  paid  to  the  country  which  car- 
,  ries  the  article ;  and  the  profitof  (he  mercbant  ia 
paid  ro  the  country  to  which  he  belongs.  The  ex- 
pense of  tranvpotlation  in  always  paid  to  the  ooua- 
j  try  whose  shipa  and  seamen  are  employed  in  that 
.  service }  and  the  iMvigalioa  employed  may  bekmg 
j  lo  the  coonlry  which  sells  the  article  to  the  coun- 
try which  buys  it,  or  (o  any  other  country.  The 
I  merchant  who  cauRes  the  article  (a  be  conveyed 
I  from  ooe  country  (o  another  may  be  a  citizen  or 
subject  of  either  of  those  couD  tries,  or  of  any  other 
country.  Wh^i  be  sells  the  article  in  the  countiy 
to  which  it  is  sent,  whatever  he  receives  beyond 
the  sum  paid  for  it  and  the  freight  is  paid  to  the 
country  lo  which  be  belongs;  and  he  may  belong 
to  any  country.  When  the  navigator  and  the 
merchant  both  belong  to  tbe  country  which  buys 
(be  article^  that  country  pays  for  it  nothing  moie 
than  its  Sr>*  or  lower  price.  In  ihi«  case,  the 
country  buying  the  article  pay^  indeed,  bold  the 
freight  and  the  mercantile  profit ;  but  these  sums 
are  paid  to  that  country  ilMilf ;  they  are  paid  by 
the  right  hand  to  the  lelt;  they  are  paid  by  ooe 
class  lo  another  class  of  the  people  of  (he  country 
buying;  by  (becoosumer  lo  the  navigator aodtbe  , 
merchant;  and  they  are  all  of  the  same  country. 
The  country  buying  pays,  as  a  society,  only  the 
lower  sum  for  which  the  article  was  purchased  from 
the  country  selling.  If  the  navigator  and  the  mer- 
chant both  belong  to  the  country  which  sells  tha 
article,  the  country  buying  pays  to  the  countiy 
selling  the  higher  value  of  the  article,  including 
freight  and  mercantile  profit.  When  the  mer- 
chant and  the  navigator  noth  belong  to  some  third 
country,  the  country  buying  pays  tbe  additional 
value  lo  (hat  (Iiird  country ;  and  when  (he  mer- 
chant and  tbe  navi^tor  are  of  different  oounlrm 
the  mercantile  proht  is  paid  to  one  country,  and 
the  freight  to  another.  It  is  therefore  always  cer- 
tain (hat  the  country  baying  pays  to  tbe  cauntty 
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Mlliog  the  sum  paid  for  Uw  article  ai  an  export,  or 
the  lower  tbIui:  which  it  bears  at  tbe  [ilace  and 
time  of  exporiatioD.  It  i»  Dot  certain,  I'rom  bd/ 
TaluaiioD  ol  the  article,  (hat  tbe  country  buying 
pays  10  tbe  couoiry  wiling  men!  than  that  lotret 
valae.  The  additional  value  it  7arioaKly  paid, 
acGordiog  to  the  naiioual  oharaoters  of  raerehaotn 
and  navigators ;  and  these  facLi  cumot  be  shown 
by  any  valuation  of  tbe  article.  The  priociple  of 
valuatioD  muiit  be  a  uoifunn  rule.  If  such  a  rule 
cannot  eihibit  the  rams  actually  received  and 
paid  by  tbe  nation  foe  exports  and  importn,  it 
ahould  exhibit  those  kudu  aa  nearly  as  may  be 
praciicable.  The  first  or  lower  value  of  exports 
and  imports  ace  sums  ccftainly  received  and  paid ; 
and  those  suoia  may  be  exhibited  by  valuations. 
If  the  higher  values  are  stated,  they  will  compre- 
bend  not  only  the  lower  values,  which  are  uui- 
ibfDily  paid  Dy  the  nation  buying,  and  received 
by  the  aatiuQ  selling,  but  also  tbe  additional  valued, 
which  are  variously  [nrticipHted,  as  welt  between 
the  naiioD  selling  and  the  nation  buying  as  among 
olbei  nation*.  The  lower  values  and  the  addi- 
tional values  will  then  appear  undistinguished  in 
the  gtoia  amount  of  the  higher  valuer ;  and  the 
valuatioas  will  not  determine  bow  much  bas  been 
received  and  paid,  either  on  account  of  tbe  lower 
values  or  on  account  of  the  additional  values.  It 
ia  therefore  proper  that  the  valoatioos  should  ex- 
pnws  those  sums  which  are  uniformly  and  cer- 
tainly received  and  paid  by  tbe  nation  for  exports 
and  impcrts ;  and  that  tbe  additional  values,  wbich 
Mre  variously  and  unequally  received  and  paid 
Among  diSerent  nations,  should  not  be  included 
in  the  valuations. 

S.  The  exports  and  the  imports  should  both  be 
valued  by  the  same  rule.  If  the  exports  are  ral- 
lied by  one  rule,  and  the  impo'ts  by  another,  their 
values  cannot  be  compared  with  eaeb  other.  Aa 
cxaggeiation  of  one.  or  a  depression  of  tbe  other, 
must  occar  in  the  relation  between  tbem  ;  and  the 
naeertainty  arising  from  this  cause  must  defeat  the 
utility  of  statisiicnl  accounts  of  values.  Tbe  value 
of  an  imported  article  in  the  country  from  wbich 
it  comes,  and  the  value  of  tbe  same  article  here. 
are  both  facts  which  may  be  ascertained:  ana 
either  of  these  facts  may  be  taken  as  the  value  to 
be  given  to  the  article  in  staiuitical  acconnts.  But, 
though  we  can  ascertain  the  values  wbich  out  im- 
ports bear,  either  here  or  in  tbe  countries  from 
which  ibey  come,  we  cannot  ascertain  tbe  values 
of  our  exports  in  tbe  foreign  countries  to  which 
Ihey  are  sent  The  foreign  cost  of  the  imports  is 
a  fact  which  precedes  the  importation  ;  and,  hav- 
ing the  imports  under  the  control  of  our  own  laws 
and  officers,  we  may  ascertain  that  preceding  fact. 
But  the  additional  value  of  the  exports  in  foreign 
countries  beyond  their  value  here  is  not  within 
our  reach  ;  it  is  a  &ct  which  occurs  after  tbe  ex- 
portsaienoloDgcrsubjeGt  tooureontral.  Wecan- 
Dot  institute  l^al  proceedings  in  a  foreign  country 
to  ascertain  the  value  of  our  exports  there;  nor 
would  it  be  proper  to  impose  on  the  exporter  tbe 
burden  of  returninf^  proofs  of  the  sales  or  value 
of  bis  exports  in  a  torei^  eoiintry.  Being  unable 
to  aaeertain,  by  uiy  suitable  means,  the  foKign 


value  of  our  export*,  we  are,  in  effect,  obliged  to 
adopt  and  stale  their  domestic  value;  and,  as  we 
take  the  value  which  the  exports  bear  here  in  the 
country  from  which  they  are  sent,  we  should  aL-^o 
state  tbe  imports  according  to  the  value  which 
they  bear  as  ei|iortE  io  the  countries  fiom  which 
they  come.  If  the^  rule  for  the  valuation  of  the 
imports  should  be  their  value  herr,  and  the  rule 
for  the  valuation  of  the  exports  should  be  tbeir 
value  here,  the  results  of  rules  so  difftrent  would 
be  very  extravagant  in  their  relation  to  each  other. 
The  higher  value  of  tbe  imports  would  stand  op> 
posed  to  the  lower  value  of  the  expurts.  The  im- 
ports would  appear  with  tbe  additions  of  freights 
aod  mercantile  profits,  while  tbe  exports  would 
appear  wiihouisucb  additions.  The  imports  would 
be  greatly  swelled,  or  the  exports  greatly  reduced, 
in  their  relation  to  each  other ;  and  no  just  com- 
parison between  the  values  of  the  exports  and  the 
imports  could  be  made.  Such  would  be  tbe  coo* 
sequence  of  adopting  the  value  of  the  imports  here 
as  the  rule  for  their  valuation,  unless  ibe  export! 
were  also  staled  according  to  their  value  as  imports 
in  the  foreign  countries  to  wbich  they  are  sent. 
But,  OS  we  cauoot  determine  tbe  foreign  value  of 
the  exports,  we  must  state  them  at  their  value 
here ;  and  this  reason  alone  renders  it  necessary 
to  state  the  imports  at  the  lower  value  wbich  they 
bear  ia  the  countries  from  which  they  come. 

It  is  accordingly  conceived  that  all  the  imports 
and  all  the  exports  should  be  valued  at  the  prioea 
paid  for  tbem.  or  their  teal  values,  at  (be  limes  and 
places  of  exportation  in  the  countries  from  wbieh 
Ihey  are,  respectively,  sent  This  principle  is  re- 
commended, by  its  intrinsic  proprieiy.as  that  wbieh 
affords  greater  certainty  ihun  any  otner.  by  tbe  d»- 
ceisity  which  allows  no  other  rule  ipplicaide  with 
like  ^ect  to  both  exports  and  importii,  and  by  th* 
consideration  that  ibis  rule  is  already  established 
for  tbe  valuation  of  the  exports. 

Returaiug  to  tbe  statements  of  imports,  it  ia 
seen  that  the  only  part  of  the  itoports  which  now 
reoeives  an  official  valuation  is  valued  upon  s 
principle  which  is  both  erroneous  in  itKclf^  and  dif^ 
lerent  from  that  by  which  the  exports  are  valued. 

What  has  been  the  amount  of  tbe  imports  of  the 
United  Stales  in  the  several  years  since  tbe  com- 
meneement  of  the  present  Ouveinmeni  in  1789t 
This  inquiry  cannot  be  answered.  It  is  not  an- 
swered by  the  official  statements  of  imports.  It 
cannot  be  answered  by  any  official  document.  Ia' 
tbe  absence  of  authentic  information,  every  per- 
son is  lel\  to  compute  the  amount  for  himself,  from 
such  materials  as  he  may  possess,  and  according 
to  kuch  principles  of  valuation  as  he  may  adopt 
Estimates  of  the  amount  may  undoubtedly  be 
made ;  and,  when  formed  with  care  and  judg- 
ment, ihey  may  be  probable  approximations  to 
truth.  Estimates  of  the  value  ot  imports  of  souw 
of  the  last  thirty  ytan  have  been  made  and  laid 
before  Congress  ny  officers  of  the  Guvernmenti 
These  estimates  are  official,  as  proceedings  from 
public  officers ;  aad  tbey  are  entitled  to  high  re- 
spect. They  were  made  by  men  of  eminent  tal- 
ents and  ^real  knowledge,  who  were  able  to  form 
and  give  just  viewi  concerning  thesubject of  tbeii 
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Wi[iMtes.  Btill,  the]'  are  mere 
k  greet  extent, esIirDBte3ia!<teH.d  of  ascertained  fa  i 
Othn  eatimates  of  the  imports  of  certain  yeara 
bare  been  made  by  other  iDdividuala.  la  the 
commeacement  of  tnts  report  the  imports  of  seven 
sereial  rears  are  staled,  according  lo  estimates  of 
their  Tftlae.  These  valuations  are  introduced  here, 
because  they  have  been  considered  as  some  of  the 
most  correct  estimates  of  onr  imports  which  have 
been  offered  to  the  public.  They  were  fonoed 
vith  great  labor  and  care;  and  they  are,  undoubt- 
Bfiy,  accurate  results  from  the  materials  used,  and 
the  principles  of  calculation  employed  in  the  pro- 
ceat.  How  far  they  afibrd  a  just  statement  of  thi 
Yalue  of  the  imports  of  these  years  will  be  sect 
'Vhen  the  tnaterials  and  principles  of  calculation 
tipon  which  they  are  founded  are  understood.  The 
eMimates  for  these  seven  years  do  not  include  thi 
Imports  free  from  duty ;  and  thus  a  part,  equal  ti 
■bout  a  twentieth  of  all  the  imports,  is  omitted 
The  imporU  subject  to  ad  ralorem  duties  wen 
here  Talued  as  they  arcTalued  in  the  official  state- 
negts,  with  additions  often  and  twenty  per 
wn  to  their  foreign  cost.  In  res|)ect  to  the  imporcn 
■nbjeet  to  specific  duties,  as  their  value  is  not  of- 
ficially ascertained,  it  was  necessary  that  the  ftu- 
Ikor  of  these  estimates  should  himself  assess  the 
Ttilaes  of  these  articles.  A  vast  mass  of  merchan- 
dise of  various  kinds,  brought  from  all  quarters  of 
the  world,  in  seven  different  years,  was 


the  cnrrent  prices  of  the  various  articles,  as  those 

K'  tta  existed  in  some  of  the  principal  ports  of  the 
ked  States,  in  the  different  years  of  these  im- 
jortatioos.  Takibg  those  prices  as  the  values,  be 
Mmpoted  the  total  value  of  the  imports  of  each 
Mtieie  in  each  year.  In  this  manner,  the  v&Iiks 
of  Ac  imports  paying  speeiSc  duties  were  assess- 
ed. The  estimated  values  of  the  various  articles, 
M  JKfiereRl  times  and  places,  are  not  staled ;  and 
Vs  the  estimated  amount  only  is  given,  bo  means 
•f  deciding  how  far  that  amount  may  be  correct 
xrvaSbrded.  If  any  different  estimate  of  the  value 
of  these  imports  should  be  presented  in  the  same 
my,  it  would  be  uncertain  which  estimate  is  more 
OMrect  than  the  other.  Hence,  the  credit  due  to 
kll  estimates  which  have  been  made  of  the  value 
of  this  class  of  imports  must  depend  upon  (he  con- 
fidence reposed  in  the  author  oftbe  estimates,  who 
mn  only  present  such  information  as  he  may  pos- 
SGflt,  and  such  probabilities  as  his  own  jadgmmt 
»ay  lead  him  to  adopt.  These  ealimales  compre- 
hend only  imports  subject  to  duly.  They  give 
the  imports  subject  to  ad  ralorem  duties  at  their 
isreign  cost  with  additions  of  ten  and  twenty  per 
«HHum.  They  give  the  value  of  the  imports  sub- 
|ect  M  specific  duties,  as  that  value  was  estimated 
tohare  been  in  the  United  States  after  importa- 
tion. That  value,  of  course,  included  freight, 
laercantileprofits,  and  our  own  dnties  upon  these 
SKicle*.  When  the  imports  thus  valued  are  placed 
fa  opposition  to  the  exports  of  the  same  seven 
rnts,  the  contrast  is  remarkable.  The  imptms 
■«n>ear  to  exceed  the  exports  by  great  sums  is  each 
of^theserenrears.  Uponffaewbole|MriodofMnni  I 


999,493,295 ;  and  the  svwroge  of  this  it  _ 

year  is  814^13,337;  and  yet,  from  the  f 

state  of  our  foreifu  trade  during  these  serea  nm, 
from  the  1st  of  October,  I7M,  to  the  30th  of  8a^ 
tember,  ISOl,  and  from  every  eouree  of  infomis- 
tion  to  which  we  osn  look,  eiceMiiig  oidy  the 

Sinblie  statements,  in  which  the  facta  aho^d  be 
i)und,  there  can  hardly  be  any  doubt  that  tk«  ex- 
ports exceeded  the  impotts  in  every  one  at  diaae 
years.  The  solution  of  these  differences  is  fiwiul 
m  the  different  meAods  of  raining  the  expniB 
and  the  impons.  The  exports  are  raloed  at  tb^ 
cost  here,  as  exporlB ;  and,  coniequendy-,  tber  do 
not  include  the  sums  which  we  have  lecoivea  far 
them  beyond  that  cost.  The  impons  are  not  vato- 
ed  ujKin  the  like  principle ;  they  are  valued  at  Ihajr 
foreign  cost,  together  with  all  the  accDmulatioiK 
which  are  produced  l^  the  addition  of  ono^ftk 
and  one-tenth  to  the  foreign  cost  of  a  pari  of  ibe 
imports,  and  by  the  addition  of  ffwht,  mercantile 
profits,  and  our  own  datiea  to  anoila-  part  of  the 
imports.  According  to  this  method  of  valning  the 
imports,  they  will  always  appear  lobe  greater  than 
the  exports,  whethn  they  are,  in  troth,  sreatNor 
less.  Yet  these  ar«  some  of  the  best  voloaitOBi  of 
our  imports  which  are  bow  extant ;  and  this  is  the 
method  in  which  these  valoations  wera  made. 

In  regard  to  most  of  the  laai  thirty  yeaia,  it  dooa 
not  appear  that  any  estimateof  tbeamoimt  of  the 
imports  has  been  made. 

IliK  value  of  the  imports  is  therefora  mkaows. 
We  are  without  any  official  acceant  of  their 
amount,  and  are  deaiilnie  of  satisfactory  infnnaa 
tionupoD  that  point ;  it  is,  conaeqtMotly,iaipoariUe 
to  male  any  just  oompamoo  between  oar  exports 
and  OUT  impcvts.  The  cortectneos  of  every  *aoh 
oompatitOn  dcpcndt  upon  values ;  and  no  jiM 
comparison  between  e^orts  and  impom  eiA  be 
made,  imless  the  vafaies  of  both  are  oMiertauted  ac 
facta,  and  open  the  nme  pROCtple  in  boA  tmtm. 
Hence,  all  those  statements  new  Mote  tke  pobli^ 
which  repreoenl  that  oar  impoita  bane  excteJM 
—  expofts  Iq'  a  eertato  mm,  or  that  our  expoMa 
!  exceeded  om'  imports  by  any  panienlor 
amount,  in  any  of  the  bet  thirty  yeais,  are  eicee^ 
'ngly  uncertain  and  delaaive.  In  respect  to  nott 
it  those  thirty  year*,  it  must  always  romaia  un- 
certain whether  the  exports  or  the  imports  woe 
greater ;  and,  in  icspect  to  the  whole  period,  the 
amount  of  any  exceoa  which  may  hare  exietod  oti 
either  side,  in  any  year,  mntf  renana  onknowiL 
For  Ac  same  reasons,  the  bolaneasof  onrtradewith 
particular  eonntnes  are  unknown. 
The  imports  of  the  la«t  year  ore  not  r«  ttaMl. 


been  articles  free  from  dnhr,  forty-five  m^oa 
tides  subject  to  speeific  duties,  and  fifW  milltf 
articles  subjcoc  to  ail  valorem  dacies.  TImm  pio- 
—"liona  of  the  three  daotes  of  imports  nwy  not 
exact;  hot  they  miort  be  nearly  eorreet,  twd 
they  are  offered  merriy  to  illtutnie.  Wlwn  ifee 
import*  of  Ihe  last  year  thaU  be  stated  in  lh»] — 
cntforBM,the  raraltfron  the  facts- aapposid 
be,1tet  tke  amcantef  £«•  iniUkiin>w»M(«r! 
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m  any  maniMr  whatever ;  an  amount  of  forty-five 
tnill  ions  will  be  slated  by  kinds  and  qnantities,. 
withont  any  valuation ;  and  an  amount  of  Bfty 
millions  will  be  stated  bv  valuations  made  upon  ao 
erronemH  {niaeiple,  vrilhont  a  desi^ation  of  the 
kind,  quantity,  or  valae  of  any  pertienlar  aKiele. 

Tne  navifation  employed  m  the  foreign  trade 
of  the  United  States  is  a  mibjeet  of  great  national 
COBcam.  80  far  as  that  narigatkin  is  oars,  it  is 
to  us  s  souiee  of  riches  and  power.  So  far  ae  it 
hetongs  to  other  natfontk  its  benefits  are  theirs. 
Navigation  is,  indeed,  both  wealth  and  [wwer.  It 
is  important  as  wealth ;  bat  as  power,  it  in  indts- 
pensaole  to  nations  whieh  desire  to  assert  tfarir 
rights,  or  display  their  strength  on  the  ocean.  The 
employment  of  shipping  and  seamen  is  a  branch 
of  national  indtistry  so  peculiar  in  its  character, 
and  BO  important  m  its  coitseqnences,  that  il  n 
worthy  to  be  known  with  all  possible  distinctness, 
tmn  if  ttie  exports  and  tmporls  were  not  stated. 
Navigation  must,  therefore,  be  traced  distinctly 
*.__  —  ■  -  i  imports.  The  emptoyment  of 
pi  trade  may  be  asceitamed  and 
y  convenient  method.  The  tta- 
tional  character  of  the  vessels  employed,  their  ton- 
nage, their  departures  for  foreign  conntries,  and 
thetr  aTrtrals  from  foreign  coantties,  may  be  all 
easily  aseertained.  Tbeae  partiealar  facts,  when 
etxabined,  show  saffieiently  the  actual  state  of  the 
navigation  employed  in  fi»eign  trade,  and  its  di- 
Tision  among  diSerent  nations.  They  do  not  ex-  | 
mees'the  vane  of  navigation  in  etims  of  money ; 
tatit  th^  show  the  several  pmportionB  of  all  the 
ntrrigatton  emjdo^,  which  are  heU  by  each 
tMtion  whose  reasels  partioipate  in  the  trade.  The 
irtiole  tnnnage  twphytA,  and  Ibe  sevnnl  prapor^ 
tions  of  the  vritoli^  which  belong  to  diffraent 
naiioBB,  afibid  a  mmcicBt  taowle^  t>t  tht  sab- 
ject  fei  pnUie  purposes. 

Wo  hare  annual  statements  of  the  toniia|ge  of 
the  ITttiled  States.  These  statements  exhibit  the 
amount  of  all  the  tonnage  held  by  tmr  own  citi- 
sens.  The  ^neipal  divisiiHi  of  this  tonnage  is 
into  that  which  is  authorized  by  law  to  be  em- 
ployed in  foreisn  rrade,  and  that  which  is  author- 
ued  to  be  empwyed  in  tbeeoasting  trade  and  fish- 
eries. The  respective  amounts  of  both  kinds  of 
tmiaage  are  stated.  Tberegirteredtontngeis  that 
whieh  nury  be  legally  empmved  in  foreign  trade. 
Bat  these  statement  do  SOI  snow  how  the  register- 
ad  lonnare  is  mdly  emplo^red.  Coasting  veseeb 
we  not  allowed  to  engage  in  (bveign  trade ;  but 
TCgistered  veeaels  an  entitled  to  engage  not  only 
in  foreign  trade,  bnt  aim  in  the  eeastong  trade.  A 
very  considerable  part  of  our  registered  tonnage  is 
•etuaily  eia])loyed  in  the  coasting  trade ;  hut  how 
Bueh  of  it  is  so  employed  is  not  stated  by  the 
TroMury.  These  statemeats  affivd  no  infonna- 
liott  of  the  actml  pnrsnits  of  onr  registered  ves- 
sels, or  that  diey  are  era^oyed  at  all.  From  this 
eeuree,  thmfore,  we  leani  the  amount  of  our  ton- 
nage whieh  has  the  legal  character  retjuisiK  for 
M^aging  either  in  the  eeasting  trade  or  in  foreign 
cotamene,  tat  we  da  not  ksm  how  muefa  of  this 
tonnage  is  employed  eitker  in  coasttngtrade  or  in 


We  have  also  annual  stainnents  of  the  tonnage 
of  alt  vessels  arriving  in  the  United  Slates  from 
foreign  ports.  These  statements  show  the  unount 
of  tonnage  of  onr  own  vessels  arriving,  and  the 
amotint  of  tonnage  of  foreign  vessels  arriving,  in 
eaeh  year.  This  information  has  been  usually 
ccmmunleated  to  Congress,  in  statemoitB  annexed 
to  the  statetnents  of  the  customs.  The  tonnage 
arrivii^  is  asco^ined  for  the  purpose  of  levying 
the  doMs  imposed  on  the  tonnage  of  all  veese& 
enming  the  United  States  fVom  foreign  ports. 
Those  duties  are  charged  upon  the  whole  tonnage 
of  the  vessel  as  oltea  as  it  arrives  from  a  foreign 
port.  When  the  same  vessel  arrives  twice  or 
thrice  in  the  tame  year,  the  tonnage  of  that  vessel 
is  repeated  twice  or  thrice  in  the  total  amount  of 
tonnage  arriviitg  stated  for  that  year.  The  ton- 
nage employed  in  trade  with  the  West  Indies  ap- 
pears, in  the  tonnage  arriving,  three,  and  frequent- 
ly four  times  in  the  same  year.  The  tonnage  en- 
gaged in  the  trade  with  Europe  eaters  into  the 
tonnage  arriving  generally  twice,  and  sometimes 
thrice,  in  the  year.  The  tonnage  ernployed  in  our 
trade  with  the  countries  beyond^lbe  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  is  generally  inctndM  in  the  tonnage  arriving 
once  in  each  year.  In  some  cases,  the  tonnage 
does  not  appear  in  the  statements  of  tonnage  ar- 
ts, until  Ak  firstj  second,  or  third  year  suoceed- 
„  £e  departures  of  the  veamis  from  the  United 
States.  These  statements,  therefore,  show  the 
amount  of  tonnage  upon  wnich  duties  are  levied ; 
and  they  compr^eod  in  most  oates  Ae  tonnaffe 
of  tlie  same  vessel  more  than  once  in  the  sanK 

Such  is  at  present  our  official  iafovmaiion  con- 
cerning the  employment  of  navigation  in  our  for- 
ego trade.  This  information  is-nonsiderahle  ar^ 
imjiovtant ;  but  it  does  not  present  all  the  facts 
which  are  sufficiently  important  to  be  known. 

The  tme  amount  of  our  itMinage  actoally  em- 
ployed in  foreign  trade  is  not  exhibited  by  either 
of  the  statements  which  bare  been  mentioned.  It 
is  not  exhibited  by  the  statements  ttf  rtglstercd  ton- 
nage, not  only  beoause  the  registered  tonnage  may 
be  unemployed,  but  also  because  much  of  that  ton- 
na^  is  constantly  employed  in  the  coasting  trade. 
It  IS  not  exhibited  by  the  slaiemenis  of  registered 
tonnage  amving  from  foreign  ports,  because,  in 
most  cases,  the  r^stered  tonnage  is  included  in 
these  Btatemrats  more  than  once  in  eaeh  year,  as 
the  same  veaselarrives  more  than  once  in  the  same 
year.  The  total  amonnt  of  tonnage  registered, 
and  the  total  amount  of  registered  tonnage  arriv- 
ing, upon  which  dnties  are  paid,  are  the  fads 
which  are  now  staled.  Neither  of  these  fheti 
shows  how  much  of  our  tonnage  Is  really  employ- 
ed in  foreign  eommerce  at  any  time. 

We  have  the  amount  of  onr  own  tonnage  ar- 
riving, and  the  amount  of  foreign  tonnage  arriv- 
ingj  which  are  consideied  as  the  tonnage  employ- 
ed in  introducing  the  imports ;  but  we  have  k> 
statement  of  the  amount  or  national  chaitKileiAf 
the  tonna^  departing,  which  is  oonsidered  as  that 
employed  in  laKing  away  the  exports. 

Id  theabaeneeof  any  aoconnt  of  vessels  deplttt- 
iog,  this  defeat  seems  to  have  been  ooneidwM  v 


^yCoOi-^lc 


2616 


APPENDIX. 


2610 


SMUlttai  AooouaU  ^  Commtret  atid  JVra^poliM. 


tRof  veMeisftrriTiDg.  Every 
has  bvea  supposed  to  imply, 
a  cocrexpondiDg  voyage  of  expoitaliuD,  aud  every 
arrival  to  indicate  a  com-spOD ding  departure.  The 
■ame  vesidls  aie,  id  general,  employed  boib  in  im- 
portation and  ezpQrtatiou.  As  we  have  the  lon- 
oage  of  all  Terwls  wbich  enter  the  United  States 
from  other  couolriei',  ibe  aniouat  of  tbat  tonnage 
baa  been  considered  as  tbe  amount  of  ibe  tonnage 
of  all  veMWis  wbicb  leave  the  United  ^tes  for 
othtr  countries;  and  as  the  amouul  of  tonoage 
arriving  is  divided  in  the  gtsiemenb)  in  tulbeamouDi 
of  our  Dwa  lonaage  and  the  amount  of  foreign 
tonnage,  it  has  been  supposed  that  the  tonnage  of 
our  own  vessels  and  the  tunnage  of  foieign  vessels 
bear  the  same  proportion  to  each  olber  in  the  case 
of  departures  as  in  the  case  of  arrivals.  The  ton- 
nage departing  is  thus  deduced  from  the  tonnage 
arriving  ;  and  the  conclusion  is,  that  they  are  both 
of  Ibe  same  amount.  In  pursuance  of  this  conclu* 
•ion,  the  tonnage  arriving  has  been  described  in 
many  statements  which  are  before  the  public  as 
tbe  BOiouQl  of  our  own  tonnage,  and  ol  foreign 
tonnage  employed  in  oui  foreign  trade — an  expres- 
sion which  eomptehenda  expurtations  and  depart- 
ures as  well  as  importations  and  arrivals. 

The  supposition  that  the  lonnage  departing  and 
the  lonnage  arriving  are  of  the  i>ame  amount  may 
be,  in  general,  neatlv  correct,  when  it  is  applied  to 
a  considerable  period  of  lime;  but  it  is  hy  no  raeaoa 
'  true  that  the  tonnage  departing  and  the  tonnage 
arriving  during  any  short  period  are  equal  to  each 
other.  In  such  periods  as  six  raonthsor  a  year 
there  may  be  a  great  difference  between  tbe  ton- 
nage departing  and  that  which  arrives  during  the 
same  period.  The  tounage  engaged  in  foreign 
trade  varies  greatly  in  amount  from  time  to  time. 
Tbe  proportion  of  our  own  tonnage  to  foreign  ton- 
nage aUo  varies  greatly  from  one  lime  to  aaoiher. 
As  commerce  fluciuaiex,  so  fluctuates  tbe  naviga- 
tion which  it  employn.  When  the  imporLs  are 
much  increased  at  any  particular  time,  a  quantitv 
of  tonnage  may  arrive  greater  than  thai  which 
departs.  When  the  eiport-i  increase,  without  a 
like  increase  of  the  imparls,  a  quantity  of  tannage 
departs  greater  tban  that  which  arrives.  When 
we  engage  in  a  war  which  interrupts  the  ordinary 
pursuit  of  our  navigatioo  and  commerce,  ibe  dif- 
ference between  the  tonnage  arriving  and  tbe  ton- 
nage departing  may,  in  the  first  year  of  the  war, 
be  very  great.  In  taefirst  year  of  peace  succeeding 
auch  a  war,  the  tonnage  departing  may  be  much 

E eater  tban  the  tonnage  arriving.  When  wars 
iween  other  countries  open  to  our  navigation 
new  scenes  of  employment,  much  of  our  tonnage 
which  is  abroad  may  not  return  for  a  long  time, 
or  much  of  it  which  is  at  home  may  depart ;  and 
the  tonnage  arriving  may,  for  some  time,  be  much 
leas  than  the  tonnage  departing.  When  such  wars 
«ea£e,our  tonnage  arriving  may,  for  come  l' 
much  exceed  our  tonnage  departing.  When 
legulations  affecting  commerce  and  navigation  ere 
esiahliflhed,  they  may  for  some  time  produce  a 
great  disparity  between  tbe  tonnage  arriving  and 
the  tonnage  deparliog,  or  they  may  Jor  some  time 
produce  a  proportion  between  our  own  tonnage 


and  foreign  tonnage,  very  different  in  Ibe  eaae  of 
vesseU  arriving  from  the  propoition  which  maiy 
lase  of  vewM'ls  de[,atting.  Theiie  in- 
equalities, by  whatever  causih  they  may  be  pro- 
duced,  are,  indeed,  ooi  of  long  duration ;  and  tbe 
general  equilibrium  lietween  the  tonnage  arriving 
and  the  tonnage  departing  ic,in  the  si  qual,  rfkiored. 
But  when  such  disparitieri  between  the  tuBBag« 
arriving  and  the  tonnage  departing  occur,  ibey 
should  oe  known  without  delay,  since  they  alwaya 
denote  the  operation  of  Mme  new  cause  which 
must  deserve  attention.  The  tonnage  arriving  ia 
staled  for  each  yt&t ;  and,  without  duubi,  the  lon- 
nage departing  during  a  year  is  friquinily  much 
mure,  and  frequently  much  less,  than  the  tonnage 
arriving  during  tbe  same  year.  The  proportion 
between  our  own  tonnage  and  foreign  tonnage  ia 
ol^n  very  different  in  Ibe  case  of  vvKtitIs  dvpartiog^ 
from  the  proportion  which  appears  between  the 
two  kindsof  tunnage,  during  ibesame  year,  in  tbe 
case  of  vessels  arriving. 

Our  own  vessels  engaged  in  foreign  trade  are 
not  comprehended  in  the  lonnage  arriving  until 
(bey  have  left  the  Uuited  Slates  and  return  from 
a  foreign  port.  Much  of  our  lonnage  deiartin^ 
returns  in  the  same  yiar;  hut  a  ci^nsiderable  part 
of  It  does  not  return  until  the  firi.!,  second,  or  ibiid 
vear  succeeding  the  de|«riu/e  of  the  vessels.  We 
nave,  therefore,  no  account  in  these  stalcmeols  of 
that  part  of  our  tonnage  departing  which  never 
returns ;  and  of  that  which  returns  a  considerable 
portion  does  not  appear  in  the  tuunage  arriving 
until  some  year  suhuqueniioitsdepaiUire.  Whta 
our  navigaiion  employed  in  foreign  trade  is  in  n 
coarse  of  rapid  increase,  as  it  has  generally  been 
since  1789,  the  fact  would  first  app  ar  in  the  tan- 
nage de|iarling,  if  that  tonnage  were  known.  The 
foreign  toonaae  appears,  in  these  statemenls,  in 
the  year  in  wbicb  it  arrives.  If  tbe  tonnage  de- 
parting were  stated,  much  uf  the  fureigu  tonnage 
would  appear  as  departing  in  the  year  subsequent 
to  its  arrival. 

Tbe  tonnage  necessary  for  tbe  conveyance  of 
our  exports  is  far  greater  than  that  which  is  ite- 
cersary  for  the  conveyance  of  our  imports,  A 
great  porliun  of  our  imports  consists  of  articles  of 


■mall  bulk.     Much  the  greater  pait  of  our  eiitorta 
production  ere  articles  of  grtat  bulk. 


Our  foreign  trade,  therefore,  employs,  nut  only  m> 
much  tonnage  as  is  requisite  to  introduce  our  im- 
ports, but  also  the  much  greater  quantity  of  tonnage 
which  is  requlMle  ior  the  transportaliou  of  our  ex- 
ports. Ifweaskbowmuch  tonnage  is  necenkary  for 
the  transportation  ofoureiporlK, the  inquiry  cannot 
he  answered  wiih  any  certainty.  The  quaniiiy  of 
tonnage  actually  employed  in  taking  awiy  our 
ezport-s,  in  any  particular  year,  has  never  been  aa- 
ceriained.  U  is  still  a  proUem  how  much  tonnage 
has  been  actually  employed  at  any  lime  in  the  ex- 
portation of  our  own  products,  or  how  much  ton- 
uage  is  now  necessary  for  that  purpow.  la  tbe 
present  state  of  our  information,  this  question  can 
be  answered  only  by  ektimates.  The  conveyance 
uf  our  own  bulky  products  to  other  couBlries  i»  R 
most  important  part  of  our  foreign  trade,  in  nipiqt 
to  navigation.    A  great  quantity  «f  luuittige,  aiul 


^yCoC-^lc 


261S 


gmt  aambeni  of  wnmRi,  are  eroplared  in  this 
aervice.  Ttie  freights  receivriJ  apoii  thrae  rxporta 
>ie  very  great,  both  in  relert-Dce  lu  the  valai:  of 
ibe  articles  eipurieti,  vid  io  absolute  amouDl. 
We  liDOW,  in  general,  that  much  ibe  Urgent  ahare 
of  the  DaTigauon  trmidoyed  in  conveyiug  our  tx- 
portB  to  other  couDlritv  is  uur  owd  ;  but  we  do 
But  koow  either  the  whole  amouut  of  Ihe  navioa- 
tiua  w  employed,  or  the  aeti.Bl  partitioo  of  lEat 
navioHtion  bttween  ourarivex  and  other  naliooit. 
It  iaUghly  importaot  that  we  ibould  know  with 
ewlainty  ibe  auiaunt  of  the  oavigaiion  emiiloycd 
io  taJtiog  away  our  nportx,  aod  the  proportions 
of  Ibe  amouut  wbicb  are  held  by  ourvelvei  and  by 
other  nationa. 

For  ihexe  reasooH,  it  ih  proposed  to  aicertain  and 
atate  the  toooage  and  untioaal  ehataclf  r  <if  all 
veaseL<  departiog  frum  tbe  Uuited  8ta(eH  for  for- 
«igD  cunntriei.  When  we  have  the  lonoage  and 
BBtional  character  of  vewielii  departing  as  will  ax 
of  thoae  ariiviug,  we  sbal)  possess  tbe  amount  of 
«ll  lunaage  employed  io  our  foreign  trade,  and 
the  amount  of  our  own  looDege  eui[iloyed  io  for- 
eign trade,  so  tar  as  they  can  be  eouveoicntly  pre- 
•etited  byaoDual  alaiejueots,  aod  as  Dearly  as  will 
be  uaelul  for  ordiuary  purposes.  We  caa  then 
compare  the  tonnage  arriving  and  tbe  tonnage  de- 
parliog  with  each  other,  aud  vto  cio  see  tbe  acltial 
ahare  of  oavigaliou  which  we  pouMiEt,  and  thai  i 
which  foreigims  eujoy,  in  tbe  trao^portatioa  of] 
butb  our  exports  and  our  imports.  We  can  then 
obaerve  [be  iuctoue  or  declina  of  the  tonnage  <-m- 

Eluyed  either  io  exportation  or  imporlatiou,  aud 
uw  far  such  changes  may  be  favorable  to  our- 
■elvea  or  to  foreignera ;  and  we  shall  be  able  lo 
trace  Quctualionsm  the  em|iluymcat  of  navigation, 
as  ibey  occur  in  e^eh  year. 

Tbe  •tatementu  of  loonase  arriving  distinguish 
it  merety  into  that  of  llie  United  States,  and  that 
wbicb  is  foreign,  or  Dotot  the  Uuited  Slates.  The 
amotiot  of  each  of  the  two  kinds  of  tonnage  is 
slated.  We  Iberefore  learn  from  these  statements 
iwtbiug  more  than  the  amount  of  all  tonnage  ar- 
riving, and  the  resiieclive  paru  of  the  ariionni 
vrbicb  belong  lotbeUuited  States  on  the  one  side, 
and  to  the  rest  of  the  world  on  the  other.  These 
statements  du  not  xhow  bow  rouch  tonnage  is  em- 
ployed io  any  particular  brancbof  our  foreign  trade, 
as,  for  example,  tbe  trade  with  France.  They 
do  not  show  how  rouch  of  the  tonoage  employed 
in  any  branch  of  trade,  as  that  with  Ffaoce,  u  oar 
own,  or  how  much  is  foreign ;  and  they  do  not 
■how  to  what  foreign  natioa  any  part  of  tbe  foreign 
twinage  belongs.  We  do  not  learn  from  these 
•tatemenls  either  tbe  amount  of  our  own  tannage 
•og^vd  in  comiueice  with  any  nation  or  country, 
or  ihe  amount  of  British  tonnage,  or  that  of  any 
other  foreign  nalion,  which  enters  or  leares  oor 

The  returns  of  the  collectors  to  the  Treaitury 
etate  tbe  tonnage  of  every  vessel  arriviuK  from  a 
foreign  poi  t,  aud  the  country  from  which  tlie  vessel 
comes,  aod  they  also  npecify  the  national  charac- 
ter of  tbe  difiereot  foreign  vessels  arriving.  The 
BMierials  for  staling  how  much  of  the  tonnage 
■iriviog  from  any  particular  cauntry  is  oor  own, 


and  bow  mueh  of  it  i»  foreign,  are,  therefore,  al- 
ready (irovided.  Some  statements  of  these  facts, 
in  certain  branches  of  trade,  hare  been  laid  before 
CongrenufOD  particular  occasions,  but  the  annual 
slalementM  show  nothing  concerning  tbe  tonnage 
arriving  from  any  particular  country. 

When  the  particular  country  from  which  toa- 
nage  arrives  is  stated,  that  fact  indicates,  in  tome 
d^ree,  that  the  same  tonnage,  when  it  departs, 
returai  to  tbe  country  from  which  it  came;  be- 
cause such  is  the  most  general  course  of  foreign 
trade.  Bui  this  is  never  a  necessary  inference-, 
and.  in  a  multitude  of  cases,  the  vessel  does  not 
depart  directly  for  the  foreign  country  from  whiuh 
it  came.  While  our  trade  with  tbe  British  West 
Indies  was  carried  on  in  British  vessels,  much 
British  tonnage,  arriving  from  Great  Britain,  de- 
parted hence  tor  the  British  West  Indies.  This 
lonoage  apprared  as  tonnage  employe<l  in  our 
trade  with  Great  Britain.  It  was  truly  «o  em- 
ployed in  tbe  voyages  of  importation,  Init  in  the 
voyages  of  exportation  it  was  employed  io  trade 
with  the  West  Indies :  yet  this  loLnage  never  eu' 
lered  into  any  statement  of  tonnage  employed  in 
our  trade  with  the  West  Indies.  When  one  of 
our  own  ships  exports  a  cargo  to  Spain,  it  may, in 
rvttirn,  import  a  carso  from  England.  Its  ton- 
nage now  appears  only  as  so  much  tonnage  en- 
gaged in  trade  with  kngland.  Tbe  same  ahip 
may,  after  its  arrival  from  England,  be  sent  to 
Runia,  and  there  is  no  accuont  of  this  tonnage 
departing.  If  the  same  ship  should  return  dirroUjr 
from  Russia,  its  tonnage  wdl  appear  in  the  ton- 
nage t'mptoyed  in  trade  with  Russia ;  but,  if  the 
ship  should  proceed  from  Runaia  to  Holland,  and 
should  enter  here  from  Holland,  its  lonoage  will 
appear  as  engaged  in  trade  with  Holland,  aud 
tbere  will  be  no  account  of  this  tonnage  as  en- 
gaged in  tbe  trade  with  Russia-  The  practice 
IS,  to  enter  the  vessel  as  arriving  from  the  foreign 
port  from  which  the  imported  cargo  is  brought 
Much  of  our  own  tounage  which  departs  tor  par- 
ticular countries  returns  wiih  cargoes  from  other 
countries.  All  ifais  tonnage  now  appears  at  the 
custom-houses  aod  the  Treasury  as  tonnage  em- 
ployed in  the  trade  with  the  countries  from  which 
the  vessels  arrived  with  cargoes,  and  nothing  ap- 
pears respecting  the  toDoage  or  employment  of  the 
same  vessels  in  their  outward  voyages  lo  other 
countries.  When  tbe  tonnage  departing,  and  tbe 
countries  for  which  it  departs,  shall  be  ascertained, 
as  well  as  the  tonnage  arriving,  and  the  countries 
fTom  which  it  arrives,  the  tonnage  employed  in 
our  trade  with  each  foreign  country  will  appear. 

Our  trade  with  China  is  carried  on  in  our  own 
Tewelx,  but  the  amonnt  of  tonnage  employed  in 
tbat  trade  is  unknown. 

Our  trade  with  most  parts  of  the  world  is  car- 
ried on  partly  in  our  own  vessels,  and  partlv  in 
foreign  vessels,  but  we  know  not  either  the  whole 
amount  of  tonnage  employed  in  our  trade  with  aojr 
particular  country,  or  what  part  of  the  amount  is 
our  own,  and  what  part  is  lijreign.  In  all  ihoae 
branches  of  our  foreign  commerce  in  which  the 
conveyance  of  out  exports  or  imports  takes  place 
partly  in  our  own  vessels  and  partly  in  foreign  vea- 
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mU,  ic  is  of  great  imporUDce  tkat  we^onM  know 
bow  moeh  of  our  own  naTi^tjon  and  how  much 
foreign  narigation  are  emplojed  in  the  transpor- 
latJoD.  The  caan  in  which  the  Davigatioii  is  iK- 
Tided  beiweea  ourselresanil  foreigners  embraoe  far 
the  greater  part  of  oar  foreign  commerce.  It 
wwiTil,  at  all  times,  be  utefui  lo  know  the  true 
■hare  of  DBvigation  which  we  enjoy  in  trade  with 

Jai^enlar  oouDtries ;  jet  this  knowledge  was,  per- 
aps,  lew  important  while  our  svEtem  of  discnm- 
inalin^  duties  wai  aiqtlied  equall*  to  all  fbrei^ 
eonntnes.  That  system  is  now  naazed ;  we  hare 
relitiqiiished  it  in  rapeet  to  the  British  dominions 
in  Europe,  the  Netherlands,  Sweden,  Prwiia, 
Himborgh,  and  Brenten.  The  vesselt  of  those 
eomlries  are  now  admitted  into  our  porta  upon  the 
nme  lerma  atour  own  rcradi.  We  should  know 
how  much  of  oar  own  tonnage  is  now  employed 
in  trade  with  those  coantties,  reepeotirely,  and 
bow  much  of  their  tonnage  now  passes  through 
oar  ports.  These  bets  are  not  known ;  without 
^m,  we  cannot  estimate  the  efiecis  of  the  pvsent 
■ysiem  of  ajoal  duties  between  ourtelres  and  thoae 
eonntries ;  nor  nan  we  compare  the  effeeta  of  thn 
system  with  the  edicts  of  Ine  system  of  4iscrim' 
inabng  duties.  Theeipwintentof  diseriminatiDg 
falies,  operating  eqotlly  upon  alt  foreigD  countties, 
kas  been  made,  and  with  great  efieet,  in  faror  of 
ow  own  navi^lion.  We  are  now  in  a  conne  of 
Apposite  expenmenta.  We  hare  relinquished  our 
diMFimimting  duties  in  respect  to  Great  Britaio 
■nd  eertflin  oAer  coantries,  whicb  concede  to  lu 
advantages  supposed  lo  be  e^iairalent,  while  we 
retain  those  duticE  in  respect  to  all  foreign  ooan- 
tries.  The  effects  of  both  raeasora  fall  directly 
Mpoa  DaTi^tion.  It  is  in  the  actual  state  of  ubt- 
igaiionasit  raayeiist  fhim  time  to  time,  and  there 
only,  that  the  eieccs  of  these  different  measttrea 
can  he  traced  and  seen.  The  eKperiment  of  open 
and  Mmmon  nangation,  unfettered  by  preferenee 
or  restriMioB,  between  some  of  the  principal  mvi- 
gating  conntries  of  the  world,  ia  an  intnesting 
qteetacle.  To  ns,  as  one  of  the  parties  to  this  ex- 
I»eriment,  and  possessing  as  we  do  a  great  narige- 
ikm,  and  atnjrfe  resonrees  for  its  extension,  it  is  a 
•abject  of  peculiar  coneem.  It  is,  therefore,  spe- 
tiafly  important  that  we  should  poasns  the  true 
state  of  narigation  as  it  may  eziat  between  oor- 
aalres  and  ttwee  eonntries  with  which  commerce 
ia  now  aqaally  epai  to  the  nnTigBlian  of  both  par- 

Wheo  the  tonnwe  of  all  shipping  employed  in 
out  trade  with  particular  countries  shall  M  stated, 
we  may  estimate  the  tbIiw  of  the  navigation  em- 
ployed in  each  branch  of  trade  in  reference  to 
-ibe  tea^h  of  the  votj^ages performed.  The  benefits 
of  navigation  are  in  proportion,  not  only  to  the 
tonnage  and  seamen  employed,  but  also  to  the  time 
during  whicb  they  are  employed.  The  value  of 
oar  trade  with  India  and  China  depends  much 
upon  the  great  length  of  the  voyages  to  and  from 
thoae  distant  countries.  The  facts  which  are  pni- 
powd  to  be  stated  will  afford  a  viewof  therdative 
rapiHIance  of  the  employments  of  navigation  in 
be  diBbrent  branches  of  our  fitreign  liadc  in  thii 
eapMt. 


The  retwns  »f  the  coUeelon  to  the  Triaainy- 
will  specify  the  names,  Kmnage,  and  national  <dia- 
laoter  of  all  vessels  arriving  and  departing;  euid 
they  will  slate  the  several  foreign  countries  firoBi 
which  all  vessels  arrive,  and  for  which  all  vessels 
depart.  There  will  then  be  in  the  Treaanry  inffi- 
oieot  materiab  to  show  how  many  voyage*  nie 
made  by  the  vessels  engaged  in  each  biuich  of 
trade  in  one  year,  and  how  many  times  the  tenaage 
of  the  same  vessels  cBteia  into  the  statementa  «f 
tonnage  either  arriving  tir  departhig  in  the  sane 
year.  These  facts  are  too  ninuie  to  be  bierad 
in  the  anaual  statements;  but  they  am  inWMtiii|r, 
and  they  will  be  oollecled  and  preserved  inthe  Trea- 
sury, from  which  they  may  be  drawn  tqioD  speeial 
occasions.  FVom  these  ihcis  the  exact  amount  of 
our  tonnage  actually  engagad  at  any  time  in  all 
foreign  bade,  or  in  onr  trade  with  any  particular 
country,  may  be  deduced  ;  and  from  tfaeamehcts 
the  number  of  seamen  onployed  in  all  onrfortagn 
trade,  or  in  our  trade  with  any  particalar  eooatry, 
both  in  our  own  and  in  foreign  vesaeli.  may  be 
Bufiieiently  asecrtaiaed.  The  namber  of  seaiiMn 
usually  employed  in  ow  vessels  engaged  ta  foro^ 
trade  has  been  estimated  to  be  six  men  ht  mie 
fatmdred  tons  of  shiraing.  In  this  manMt  we 
may  compute  the  numbers  of  seamen  employed  in 
any  branch  of  our  forego  trader  when  we  know 
the  quantity  of  toimage  engaged  in  that  nade; 
but  sBch  a  computation  must  m  founded  upon  the 
true  quantity  of  tonnage  actually  employeo  in  the 
trade.  The  annual  statements  of  tDDoage  dmsR- 
ing  and  arriving  wiU,  in  moat  cases,  eomprtnend 
(he  tonnage  of  tlie  same  veaeU  more  than  oate  in 
the  nme  year ;  and,  in  some  oaacs,  the  loaave 
either  departing  or  arriving  will  not  eMnr  Inio  tte 
statementa  of  that  year.  The  number  of  voyages 
made  by  the  same  vessels  in  Ifae  eotirae  of  a  year 
' ■  raerefore  be  known,  in  cmler  t"   ■^— — 


the  true  <|uantity  of  tonnage  aetuaUjr  emplayed  at 
any  partKUlar  tine,  and  the  nnmner  of  sMaBen 
requisite  for  thai  quast^  of  toimage. 

It  ia  not  meant  that  all  (he  navigation  whieh 
may  pass  bnween  the  United  States  and  evenr 
foreign  country  sbonld  be  stated  seinraiely  in  all 
cases.  Where  Ae  intercourse  between  this  ooia- 
Iry  and  any  other  is  casual  or  ineonsidenhle,  a 
distinct  statement  of  ihe  aavigatian  employed  in 
snoh  intercourse  would  be  of  tittle  use.  Where 
the  oonmierce  between  this  eonntry  and  any  other 
is  regular  and  eoBsideraMe,  a  £stinot  etatemeatof 
the  navigation  employed  in  it  should  be  given. 
Our  commerce  with  Qrent  Brilnin^ud  that  with 
Pranee,  Spain,  Pbtlugal,  Holland, RmsiajGU&a, 
the  British  East  Indies,  Brazil,  and  the  t^niah 
Wtel  ittdiet,  are  at  present  caseaof  this  chaneter. 
The  propriety  of  stating  the  navigatim  acpuaidr 
in  other  liraDches  of  onr  forMgn  trade  may  be  left 
to  the  officers  who  compile  the  statements.  They 
will  discern  w4)nt  branches  of  foreign  eoaunerce 
are  of  such  importance  as  to  render  k  meM  to 
fiimish  separate  statetnents  vt  the  navigatitHi  em- 
ployed in  (hose  branches. 

One  peculiar  case  demands  prennt  atttntinn. 
We  have  eloeed  ear  pom  u|ainst  Brtticfc  vcaaals 
BTrhriag  f^on  Brttishports  wfiiah  aracJaaad  agBlHt 
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asat 


onr  veHd*.  Tliia  ngvialion  reUia  pulioulailir 
to  the  British  West  laiies^  It  ia  a  mewuie  whieo 
WM  doe  to  otuaeWeB,  and  la  a  juil  sense  of  our 
own  lighU;  and  it  akould  be  so  enforced  as  to 

Eve  U  ctanplete  effect.  The  Btitiih  Ooreniinent 
iTe  openea  the  iatauid  of  Bermud*  (a  our  ven^ 
This  ftct  of  the  Briliah  Qoterameot  ddeats,  ia  a 
gnat  degree,  the  intended  efiect  of  aar  law.  A 
mmt  trad«,  hitheilo  unknown,  now  takes  place . 
between  the  United  Slata  and  Beimuda.  partly . 
ia  our  Tenels  and  partly  in  Britith  waeia,  and 
between  Benmida  and  the  British  West  Indiea 
wholly  in  Biitiib  venels.  Thus,  the  intereoorae 
whnh  we  intended  lo  attp{gess  takes  place  between 
the  United  States  and  the  BritiBh  W«t  Indies, 
through  Bennndaj  the  longest  part  of  the  traniit 
is  performed  ezdnsively  by  British  veeaels :  and 
ervk  a  part  of  the  intetcooise  between  the  United 
Stales  and  Bemuda  is  carried  on  by  British  ves- 

its  full  e£fect,  and  to  adopt  such  further 


o  whioh  it  take*  place  riiould  be  Mated 
and  known. 

The  official  staMments  of  oxparta  give  no  infor- 
natian  of  the  Tcswla  in  whieh  the  aooda  are  ez- 
p^ted.  Those  itaiemeati  do  not  uow  whether . 
the  gooda  are  exptMed  in  Teasels  of  the  United 
States  or  ia  foreign  TCMelt. 

The  official  itaimeBta  of  impmts  divide  the 
im^Ktrls  subject  to  doty  into  those  which  are  in- 
ported  in  oar  own  Tesielv,  and  those  which  ate 
iaiporl«l  in  foreign  venels.  Three  diitinot  taUes 
are  giTen:  first,  a  siatement  of  goods  impmted  in 
oaE.own  Teiaeisi  nez^  a  statement  of  goods  im- 
ported in  foreign  veesdsj  and,  thirdly,  a  statement 
called  a-gcneral  amregale  of  all  goods  imported 
in  onr  own  and  in  lorcign  vessels^  The  kinds  and 
amounts  d  the  imports  are  slated  in  each  tabk ; 
the  eoanltia  from  whieh  the  impoita  come  are 
MUed  alike  in  the  first  and  second  tables ;  and,  in 
the  third  tabic,  instead  of  parlicalar  eoantnes, 


f  mat  length. 
One  table,  with  some  alterations  in  Torm,  would 
\m  soScieBt,  and  wenld  better  exhibit  the  facts, 
whieh  are  now  separated  fron  eaah  other  in  dia- 
tinot  etaiements^  A  single  table,  with  three  suit- 
able eolomns,  would  show  all  the  facta  to  the  ere 
tnpon  the  same  Hues.  The  first  c<damn  might 
saowtbe  aaaount  imported  in  oar  own  Tessds; 
tks  second  eolumn  might  show  the  amount  im- 
ported ia  foreign  vess^s;  and  the  thnd  cohnnn 
woald  exhibit  the  total  amonntof  the  two  {Reced- 
ing columns.  Bnch  an  altcsaiion  will  be  proper, 
if  the  imports  are  to  be  hereafter  Mated  with  this 
discrimination  of  the  Tecnds  in  which  tfaey  ate 
brought  Bat thisdiscriminattoniuthestatemenls 
isof  very  little  use  when  accurate  aecounts  of  the 
tonnage  arrivinff  are  taken.  Tboobject  of  staling 
the  imports  with  this  disarimination  is  to  show 
how  far  the  nav^tion  which  iatrodooes  them  is 
ouown,  and  bow  &rii  belong* to foreignnations. 
Tbasc  nets  are  indeed  shown,  in  some  degree,  in 
(liiB.M«naer.    Where  du  imports  ara-  liw  fren 


the  navigation  which  introduces  tCcio.  When 
the  iiDpotts  subject  to  duly  are  brought  from  a  par- 
ticular country,  wholly  in  our  own  vessels,  ^ 
wholly  in  foreign  veseds,  those  facts  appear  by 
these  statements.  But  the  same  facts  will  also  ap- 
pear from  the  tonnage  afriring,  and  with  the  ad- 
ditional advantage  of  showing  tiie  quantity  of  ton- 
nage alloyed  in  the  importation.  In  most  cases 
where  the  imports  come  partly  is  onr  own  veaeda 
and  partly  in  forei^  vends,  these  statements  af- 
ford nothing  curiam  in  reepeet  to  the  shares  of 
navigaticn  enjoyed  by  ourselTes  or  by  foreigners 


stated  only  fay 
values,  and  others  by  kinds  and  quantities.  These 
facts  iumish  very  little  infoimatioa  ciMtccmiiig 
the  national  proportions  of  thenavigation  employ- 
ed in  introducing  these  imports ;  and  they  focm  a 
vecy  imperfect  foundation  for  any  calcnlaiioii  ro- 
spectiag  the  loanage  emidoyed  or  the  iii^hta 
earned.  The  ttmaaaa  and  freights  dqwod  apoa 
the  bulk  of  the  artiotes  transported.  WhenvafaM* 
only  are  grren,  we  know  nothing  of  the  kinds  ot ' 
qnantiliw  of  the  aitidks,  and  of  eoume  nothing  of 
the  loaaage  vcqnisiic  for  ibnr  ttanspartatMO. 
Where  the  kinds  and  qaantilies  of  the  articles  arc 
giveoTwe  mar  indeed  estimate  tlie  quantity  of  tha 
navifiBtitm,  tf  we  know  the  amount  of  lonai 
requisite  for  the  conveyance  of  the  varimis  ar(i( 


!£ 


ia  vieetioii.  Bat  evecy  mdi  caleolatiaa  must  he 
very  complex ;  and  all  such  estimates  mntl  be  at 
last  lees  certain  and  satisfactory  than  the  {daim 
proBOTtions  of  the  navigatioa  held  by  ounelves 
aad  by  fbreignos  reapectirdy,  as  these  beta  aie 
found  in  the  toonage  arriving.  If  it  were  useful 
to  know  tlie  partimlar  gooda  which  are  acuially 
conveyed  in  our  own  vessds  and  those  actually 
cmTcyed  in  foreign  vessels,  roeh  a  knowlelge 
would  bcmoie  important  in  taqieet  to  our  nporcs 
than  in  respect  to  onr  imports.  But  no  such  dia- 
orimination  is  made  or  wUl  mpear  in  the  espnis. 
It  is  eonceived  that  this  thseefold  statemeat  of  the 
tn^orta  sntjeet  to  duly  is  not  of  sufideM  use  to 
be  oontinned ;  and  it  is  piujieaed  that  the  imports 
shall  he  in  folurs  stated  wiiboot  this  diaeriiain»- 
tion.  This  retrfnohment  will  probably  Aminisk 
the  annual  statements  aa  much  m  poiai  of  valuma 
as  they  will  be  increased  by  the  aAition  of  all  dt« 
new  matters  which  are  nowprooosed  to  be  slated. 
No  general  system  for  staiistioM  aoconnts  of  oh 
foreign  commeice  has  ever  been  artablndied  by 
law.  No  offieer  of  the  Oovenunnit  is  tequired 
by  law  to  coon^le,  to  eomiaunicate  lo  Coamss^ 
or  lo  publish  any  thing  upon  thisrabjeot.  AQ  tha 
statemuUs  of  ottt  foreiga  commerce  which  have 
been  here  mentioned  have  been  rendered  by  the 
officers  of  the  Treasury,  dtber  in  compliance  vrith 
resohili(Mis  of  one  m  Moet  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, or  witboat  any  retjuisition  whatever.  Tbe 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  have  each 
separately  adopted  such  reKdntionnas  they  thoinht 
fi^  calling  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  lor 
statements  of  exports  and  imports;  and  all  tbe 
smiements  which  the  Treasury  could  fnmiah  hasa 
b^m-givM.    SoEBO  of  these  vssolutions  are  ^wnDB' 
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StaUtheal  Aetimdt  of  Cim»m*  mi  iftuffrtw. 


iWDt,  and  require  sirniul  nateincnu.  The  prrma- 
■wnt  tesoluiions  of  the  Seumie  are  of  the  lOlh  of 
Pebruarr,  1796,  and  the  16tb  of  March,  1796; 
those  of  thp  Huuse  of  Reprewntativn  are  of  the 
3d  of  March,  1797,  and  the  29th  of  May,  1796. 
The  special  requisitions  which  have  btieo  made 
upon  the  executive  officers,  on  the  part  of  each 
ot  the  (vo  Houses  of  Congress,  tor  informa- 
tion conceming  our  forei^  cummerce,  bave  been 
very  numeroiu.  If  any  proof  were  nMirasary  to 
Bhav  either  the  importance  of  complete  »tatiiaical 
•ccDUDb  of  our  fot«gn  commerce,  or  the  poverty 
of  oar  preseot  inforiuKtioii  on  this  Bobjrci,  ibat 
proof  would  be  iLbuDdantly  found  iu  these  unceas- 
ing catla  for  uformatiou  concerning  maiten  cod- 
■eeted  witb  our  foreigo  commCTce,  whicb  do  not 
appear  ia  the  annual  statements^  At  almoiit  every 
Boatioa  of  Congress  measures  lelatiog  to  our 
foreiga  commerce  are  agitated.  Many  of  these 
qnestions  are  of  the  higbeU  importaDCK,  and  isome 
of  them  are  difficuit,  CTen  with  the  cleareM  light 
of  (acts.  If  any  faob  arc  wanted,  which  do  not 
appear  in  the  aanual  statemenin,  a  call 'if  made 
non  the  execulire  officen,  and,  generally,  upon 
Ibe  Secretary  of  the  Tmsury  for  inlbrmation. 
Theoffieeiretnrnt  the  best  answer  which  he  is  able 
to  give.  Many  of  ibeae  answers  have  at  differrnl 
timM  been  given  with  great  nbLlity,aDd  they  have 
•er*ed,  in  somedegree,tosupply  ibe  waniuf  aMcer- 
laioed  facts,  by  geoeral  views  and  judiciout  esti- 
mates. But,  ir  all  the  material  fsciH  whieb  com- 
pose  our  foreiga  commerce  were  ascertained  and 
presented  to  Congress  in  annual  statements,  the 
estimates  of  eieculive  officers  would  not  be  want- 
ed ;  every  legislator  would  then  have  before  him 
the  whole  subject  in  authentic  facts. 

The  aanual  Hialements  of  the  Treaiory  bave  been 
here  examined  as  Ktaiiiiical  accounts  of  foreign 
commerce.  Imperfect  as  they  are  in  thii  view, 
their  imperfectioni  are  not  to  be  aliribuled  to  the 
officeraof  the  Treasury;  (bose  officers  have  faith- 
fullv  given  ibe  material)  they  posnexsed,  and  they 
ooutd  do  no  more.  They  bave  performed  the  duty 
which  was  imposed  upon  them  by  the  molutiona 
under  whicb  they  acted.  In  some  respects,  they 
have  done  much  more.  They  have  at  different 
times,  withoutany  requisition  from  superior  author' 
ily,  niade  several  very  useful  improvementx  in  the 
fonni  of  stating  the  export)..  1  he  materials  con- 
caning  the  exports  are  arranged  and  stated  iu  the 
beat  manner  in  whicb  they  can  be  presented,  as 
they  are  now  retnraed  to  the  Treasury.  The  bd- 
nualstatements  concerning  aav  iga  tion  a  rea  r  ra  ngrd 
and  rendered  in  the  best  form  which  the  present 
state  of  materials  in  the  Treasury  will  permit 
All  ihcaaaualatitemeiiis  concerning  tonnage  have 
teen  rendered  by  the  officers  of  the  Treasur)[  with- 
out any  requisition  for  that  purpose.  To  ibis  time 
there  is  neither  law  nor  resolution  requiring  an- 
nual Biatements  of  the  navigation  employed  in  our 
foreign  trade.  Tbe  principal  defects  wfiich  have 
been  here  detailed  are  defects  of  law.  The  exi  c- 
utive  officers  have  no  power  to  obtain  tbe  facti< 
which  are  reqaisite  to  supply  those  defects.  Such 
a  power  can  only  be  conferred  by  law.  It  is  the 
prbvinceaf  the  Legislature  to  establish  such  a  ay*- 


.  .  will  supply  the  present  defau,  and  bring 
forth  all  tbe  desirtil  infurniRiiuQ. 

Alprestnl,  theduty  of  preparing  and  rradering 
the  annual  Ftatemtriils  of  (Z(^rts  and  im|aitxd«- 
pends  mertly  upon  the  srfiaiate  reboluliuns  of  the 
Senate  aud  House  of  Ri  ).r>  senlativts  wbich  have 
been  mmiioned.  It  i.^i  only  in  those  rttulutiutis 
account  of  the  maliir!<  nquired  to  twhtated 
ng  the  <i].orIs  and  imroits  can  be  found; 
and  those  remlutious  are  very  gennal  and  looaa 
in  [hi'ir  dt-Miriptionof  tbe  facbi  which  (bey  nquirp. 
The  subjects  which  are  proper  to  be  stah  d  iihaiilit 
he  d<  fined  by  law ;  and  the  duty  of  compiling  and 
rendering  the  annual  statrmeutii  should  be  tmpoaed 
upon  proper  officers  by  law.  A  Kuiiahle  anil  per- 
manent Kyslem,  adequate  to  the  ohjecu  propoatd, 
Hbould  be  esublishrd.  When  this  xhall  be  done, 
a  complete  report  of  facts,  showing  the  siateof  ottr 
commerce  with  every  foreign  conniry,  and  witk 
all  the  world,  in  each  year,  may  be  annually  laid 
before  Congreai. 

The  staiemeots  of  exports,  the  statement*  of 
imports,  and  tbe  statements  of  ti»nage  arriviof 
from  foreign  eoontries.  bave  been  bitfaerio  laid  be- 
fore CoDgress  annually,  but  detached  from  ewh 
other,  and  si  different  times.  It  will  be  proper  that 
the  stall  meats  of  exports,  those  of  imports,  and 
those  of  navi|;ation  emiduyed  in  our  foreign  trad& 
should  be  laid  before  Congrrss  in  one  body,  and 
at  the  comoiencement  of  rach  annual  srssioD. 

The  prwenl  siateof  Ibis  subject  will  amount  for 
tbe  method  of  this  diacussion.  An  existing  sys- 
tem, sufficient  in  some  points,  hut  also  defective  in 
many  rellp<'ct^,  was  to  be  examined.  6o  far  as  it 
is  Mimcieni,  it  rtqnired  no  comment.  Tbe  proper 
course,  ihtrefore,  seemed  to  be  to  point  out  and 
eiaraioe  its  drficls.  But  this coutseuf  examma- 
(ion  is  deprived  of  the  advantage  of  clear  order. 
As  many  uf  the  deficts  of  the  eiisiing  syMem  are 
topics  little  cunni  cled  with  each  other,  so  must  ba 
tbe  parts  of  the  discussion  whicb  examines  thtm. 

It  we  have  statimentsof  our  fortign  conimeicc 
at  all,  they  should  be  both  comprehtnsire  and  ac- 
ourate)  they  should  comprt'htnd  all  facts  which 
are  really  material  for  public  uses,  and  they  sbonld 
be  true  m  all  maltem  Matea  as  facts.  Paitial 
sialemenis  misleadi  and  ernmeoni  statements  de- 
ceive. The  nature  of  the  subject  forbids  us  to  ex- 
pect mtire  accuracy  in  such  statements.  Perfect 
accuracjr  in  these  subjivts  is  the  nhadow,  which 
may  be  imagined,  but  cannot  be  touched  ;  reason- 
able accuracy  is  the  substaDce,  wbich  may  be  seiz- 
ed and  |Kesrnted  in  its  iu^t  dimensions.  MiaotB 
\i\  attaiuabfc,  and,  were  it  altainable, 
lid  be  without  practical  uses ;  but  reasonable 
accuracy  is  sufficient  for  all  practical  uscn,  and 
nasaiiable  accuracy  is  both  necessary  and  attaina- 
ble. Official  staK'meots  will  be  taken  for  correct 
statemeuta,  nod  will  be  the  foundation  both  of  pri- 
vate reasonings  and  public  measurea.  It  ma.y  bi 
bi'Itfr  to  have  no  official  statements  of  foreign 
commerce  than  to  have  siatements  which  are  m 
any  degree  deftctive  or  erroneous. 

According  to  the  pnc>ding  vitws,  a  omnplet* 
system  for  statist  icalkccouu  Is  of  our  foreign  cum- 
nMine  should  embrace  steb-mcnU  of  Ihtae  litet*t 
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asse- 


JtahHtotl  AeettuUt  ef  CunmtrM  and  navigation. 


1.  All  onreipoTta. 

2.  All  uor  importa. 

3.  All  ihe  DBvigalion  Mnplo)red  to  onr  trade 
iriih  the  rest  (^  ifae  world. 

And  tbe*e  gnieral  hmds  abonld  be  italed  in  mch 
deuiilasad  dtviuona  lu  to  exhibit  the  foUowiag 
fecti: 

l>t.  Thekinds,quaiitilicti,and  value*  of  exports 
and  importi<. 

Sill.  'I'hetTporta  to  every  particularcounlry. 

3J.  The  imports  from  every  particular  couDtry. 

4ih.  All  the  ua^igution  employed  in  our  trade 
with  each  foreign  c<)UDlry,diitiugui>diingouroiiiD 
navigation  from  thatof  Ibrtign  nutEona. 

Tbe  actual  state  of  our  trade  witb  every  particu- 
Lar  foreign  country  would  then  appear  distinctly  ; 
and  the  state  of  our  foreiKD  commerce  would  retnilt 
front  tbe  aeveral  parti  ui  the  whole  Eubject.  Sucb 
«tatements  would  eihibiti'ach  branch  of  our  foreign 
badean  one  entire  nuhjict,  buth  in  rnpect  to  coio- 
merceaod  navigation  j  and  the  aggregate  of  all 
the  particular  branchw  of  trade  would  tshibit  the 
true  state  of  our  inlercuune  with  all  the  world. 

But,  as  much  of  this  information  is  now  afforded 
by  the  exisliug  ly^Ii-m,  the  particular  amendments 
which  are  nquiaile  to  supply  the  defects  of  the 
prejent  system  are  theae : 

1.  That  the  accounts  of  exports  furnished  at  the 


mien  may  lead  th«n  to  adopt  in  respect  to  inler- 
cuanie  with  other  natioDs.  Though  tbe  interests, 
of  all  Dattons  would  be  best  promoted  by  Bllowing 
to  commerce  between  them  the  full  freedom  whiMi 
is  allowed  to  the  commerce  of  persons  in  the  same 
■ocidy,  it  is  vain  to  expect  that  this  theory  will 
ever  be  generally  adopted  and  carried  into  prac- 
tice. While  Ouvernmenti,  seekine  to  obtain  su- 
perior or  exclusive  Bdvantagen,  will  regulate  and 
resiraia  foreign  commerce,  the  Oovcrnments  of 
other  nations  aflecled  by  such  measuie?,  even  if 
they  feel  not  the  like  motives,  must  awert  iheit 
equal  rights  and  protect  their  own  iDtere9t&  If 
there  were  no  other  causeof  obstruction,  the  neces' 
aity  of  revenue,  and  the  facility  of  obtaming  reve- 
nue, by  taxes  levied  through  the  medium  of  toreign 
commerce,  will  always  be  a  greet  impediment  to 
the  DStural  freedom  of  trade  between  nations. 
Our  system  is,  to  a  great  extent,  that  of  open  and 
free  commerce  with  all  tbe  world ;  but,  in  lomsof 
the  most  important  btanohes  of  our  foreign  com- 
merce, we  are  met  by  foreign  prohibitions,  restric- 
tions, and  rwulations,  which  deprive  oa  of  our 
just  share  orthe  benefits  of  mutual  intercourse. 
We  are  therefore  compelled  to  seek  relief  from  the 
effects  of  such  foreign  systems  by  treaties,  c»  to 
counteract  then  by  our  own  regulations.  Hence  a 
knowledge  of  the  actual  slate  of  our  trade  with 


.  .  'Zpurtation,  and  the  deHtinations  of  the  particular  countries  is  exceedingly  important 
exports,  should  be  stated  and  verified,  not  only  by  ,  is  with  particular  Governments,  and  concerning 
the  matter  of  the  vessel,  but  also  by  the  owner  or  :  particular  braaches  of  trade,  that  these  collisions 
eJiporter  of  tbe  articles,  take  place.    Tbe  commercial  regulations  of  anr 

2.  That  imports  fret  from  duty  should  be  ascer-  '  country  may  be  known,  but  such  regulations  afford 
tained  aod  valued.  |  no  information  of  the  state  and  extent  of  (he  trade 

3.  That  imports  subject  to^pecificdutiea  should    to  which  they  are  applicable.     The  effects  of  such 
be  valued.  {  regulations  cannot  be  justly  comprehended  with- 

4.  That  certain  of  the  most  considerable  parts    out  a  knowledge  of  the  facts  upon  which  those 
of  the  imputts  which  pay  dutyoo  the  value  iihou Id    regulations  operate. 

be  Kiated  oy  their  kinds  and  quaotilies  aji  w>ll  as  j     Our  foreign  commerce  is  the  means  of  vending 
by  their  values.  jour  surplus  products,  which  are  great  and  valua- 

5.  That  all  the  imports  should  be  valued  at  their  '  He,  ana  the  means  of  procuring  the  products  of 
fn^Rign  cost.  I  other  countries,  which  we  desire  for  our  consump- 

,  Thai  the  national  characters  and  tonnage  of   tion.     It  is  a  gr.eat  source  of  wealth  from  the 


all 


Is  departing  from  the  Uuited  States  should    profitsof  trade  and  the  employment  of  navigatioi 

:  ascertained  end  stated.  '  and  it  affords  the  means  of  gre~' ' 

7.  That  the  naiioDal  characters  and  tonnage  of  islhepriocipalsi 


if  great  naval  power.    It 


vraspU,  both  departing  and  arriving,  in  the  trade  time  a  great  Impediment  to  the  progress  of  our 
with  each  of  the  foreign  cotinlries  with  which  our  own  manufactures;  and  it  holds  us  in  a  certain 
commerce  is  considerable,  should  be  separately  degree  of  dependence  upon  foreign  oatiuns  for  the 
stated.  I  supply  of  our  own  wants.    Shallour  foreign  com- 

8.  That  all  theve  facts  should  be  properly  com-  merce  be  cherished  for  the  sake  of  wealth,  navat 
bined  with  those  which  are  now  ascertained ;  and  power,  and  revenue ;  or  shall  It  be  restrained  to  pro- 
thai  the  whole  should  be  digested  in  suitable  forms  mote  domestic  manufactures ;  to  render  ourselves 
into  annual  statement'';  and  {essentially  independent  of  the  rest  of  the  world  for 

9.  That  a  general  and  permanent  system,  pro-  thesupply  of  our  own  wants;  and  to  avoid  thecol- 
viding  for  the  attainment  of  the  objects  here  pro-  liaions  to  which  foreign  commerce  is  exposed  from 
posi-d,  .ihoulil  be  i'stablished  by  law,  i  the  ambition,  rapacity,  and  wars,  of  other  nations? 

A  bill  embracing  the  provisions  which  are  here  ,  Thew  are  all  great  quntioos  of  national  policy ; 
recommended  m  how  submitted.  I  and  they  present,  to  a  certain  extent,  a  conflict  of 

Statistical  accoutiU  of  fonign  commerce  are  opposing  considerations.  itLtnottbeparposeof  this 
important,  from  the  pcnliar  nature  of  intercourse  report  to  diacuss  tb cue  questions.  Vi  hatever  views 
b'.'lween  iodep'-ndeul  nations.  Commerce  b.tween  may  be  taken  of  them  by  some,  and  whatever  may 
nations  depends  upon  both  parlies,  upon  compacts  be  the  opinions  entertained  concerning  them  by 
between  tM>th,  upon  ngulations  which  either  or  others.tbekiiuwledgeof  the  facisfrom  which  these 
bjih  may  establish,  and  upon  all  the  measures  qantions  arise  is  equally  necesrary  aod  importoDt 
which  the  policy,  tbe  pleosure,  <n  the  passion  of  to  all.     The  facta  which  compose  otir  foreigii 
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oMbmcica  mntt  be  tbe  fiMmdatton  of  ftU  teatoniDgs 
and  b11  coacluHoiia  coDceniine  tfaeie  que«ti<»>. 
The  ptMni  porpote  a  to  provide  aoihentic  infor- 
BKtioii  of  tkese  facts.  As  our  foreign  commtrce 
pndaces  directly  or  iDilirecdy  most  important 
e0Mls  apoD  all  intemia  and  daases  of  ihe  natioD, 


aUa 


1  that 


alia 


to  speculate  aad  form  opinions  upon  these  ques- 
tions ;  and  every  interest  la  entitled  to  a  just  pro- 
lection  from  tbe  Qovemment  of  the  whole.  The 
Qovenunent  has  not  only  to  judge,  but  to  decide. 
Its  decisions  ^oduce  cflects  wEieh  are  felt  in 
every  branch  ot  public  and  privsle  concerns.  It  is 
the  coatmoa  interest  of  all  that  one  foieign  com- 
merce shot^d  be  [horaughly  known  aod  under- 
stood. If  our  foreien  commn ce  were,  and  could 
continue  to  be,  peilectly  free,  it  would  still  flue- 


a  to  time,  would  be  bighlf  intorealiBg. 

eur  foreien  conunerce  will  alwttju  be  the  sultji 

of  mndiTegiilatian  and  msny  practical  measores. 

The  great  qnestioni  and  inioMts  which  are  in- 


irfonignc 
biect  ot  the 


principal  subject  of  the  delibenliixis  and  measures 
of  ite  National  QoremmenL  The  first  leqnisile 
to  wise  legislation  and  judicious  measoreB  upon 
Ais  subject  must  be  the  knowledge  oi  the  Etna 
which  constitute  the  sobjeet  itself. 

Oar  foreign  commerce  is  very  great,  and  greater 
than  that  of  any  otbH  nation,  excepting  one. 
This  is  not  the  place  to  discuss  tbe  importance  of 
our  external  commerce,  or  to  trace  its  coUMiion 
with  our  internal  concerns.  It  exists,  and  it 
closely  interworen  with  alt  the  great  interests 
the  nation.  In  whatever  view  it  is  considered,  it 
is  a  subject  of  tbe  highest  moment.  That  the  facts 
which  compose  this  great  Eub|ect  should  be  known, 
will  hardly  be  disputed.  Without  them,  the  sub- 
ject itself  cannot  be  understood,  nor  can  ihi 
terests  of  the  nation  receive  a  judicious  care.  The 
power  to  regulate  wid  protect  oar  commerce  with 
foreign  nations  is  confided  to  this  Gh>verameat.  It 
belong  to  the  same  GovemmeBt  to  jffovide  au- 
thenitc  information  of  the  state  of  that  commerce. 
Let  tbe  facts,  as  thev  take  place,  be  ascertained 
and  made  publicto  all.  They  deserve  the  atten- 
tion of  aU,  hot  more  especially  the  constant  and 
watchful  attention  of  legislators  and   ' 


HORSES  LOST  IN  THE  SNnNOLK  WAR. 

[Comntunicsled  to  the  Uouss,  Uarch  11,  1B20.] 
Hr  WiLLiAHB,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
from  the  Senate  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  the  officers  and  volunteers  engaged  in  the 
late  campaign  against  the  Seminole  Indians," 
submitted  to  the  Honse  the  following  report : 
The  discussion  of  theprinciples  involved  in  this 
bill  at  an  early  period  of^the  session  sapeisedea  the. 


brevity  as  possible,  the  reasoiisjrhieh  have  induced 
them  to  recommend  its  indefinite  pOs^MUcaieBt.    ■ 

The  bill  preturaosen  a  liabilihr  in  dte  Ui^ted 
Slates  to  pay  for  horses,  which  the  oommittee  mn 
unwilling  lo  acknowledge.  The  loss  of  horses  foi 
want  of  forage  was  one  of  the  ec»tii>gcocies  to  be 
apprehended  at  (he  time  they  entered  tha  service. 
In  every  country,  in  those  hesi  cultivated  and  most 
highly  populated,  a  searoiiy  of  food,  both  for  nun 
and  beast,  will  sometimes  be  ezperieaaed.  It  is 
an  accident  or  privation  incident  to  the  very  eon< 
ditioD  of  war.  What,  then,  nait  have  been  ike 
mutual  understanding  of  the  paiticawbea  tbe  per- 
sons for  whom  the  bill  provides  engaged  in  llie 
service  of  Oovemmeitt  7  The  aatfff  Congress  as- 
sured them  they  wouM  be  allowed  forty  eeats  a 
day  for  the  use  and  risk  of  their  bonwfl.  This  sob 
they  are  entitled  to  clais,  and,  perhaps,  in  every 
instance,  have  already  received. 

The  act  further  assured  diem  they  would  be 
supplied  wi^  forage  i  but  this,  like  every  other' 
promise,  cannot  be  understood  as  obliging  Gov- 
ernment to  act  beyond  the  boundaries  of  reason 
and  probability.  It  has  been  already  stated  that 
the  want  of  forage  is  one  of  the  contingencies  to 
be  apprehended  in  every  countrv  where  military 
service  is  to  be  performed  j  if  this  be  true  in  gen- 
eral, how  much  more  so  is  it  in  regard  to  the  par- 
ticular country  in  which  the  Tennessee  volnnteers 
engaged  to  serve  1  It  is  unreasonable  to  suppose 
that  Oovemment  could  promise  to  supply  them  at 
all  times  with  sufficient  forage  in  awifd^aninhab- 
ited,  and  uncultivated  country,  when  it  is  well 
known  that  it  would  be  impossiUe  to  execute  a 
similar  promise  in  those  districts  of  country  where 
agriculture  obtains  in  the  highest  perfection.  The 
act  of  Congress  roost,  therefore,  be  uoderstood  to 
mean  that,  as  far  as  it  was  practicable,  or  even 
possible,  for  OuTemmenI  to  supply  forage,  it  should 
be  done ;  not  that  it  should  be  done  at  all  hazard^ 
in  defiance  of  every  accident  or  the  most  uncon- 
trollable events. 

The  committee  cannot  judge  of  this  pripc^te 
assumed  ia  tbe  bill  by  any  other  rule.  For  whose 
benefit,  let  it  be  asked,  was  it  that  forage  should 
be  furniabed  ?  Certainly,  for  the  Governmeat.  It 
follows,  then,  that,  from  a  regard  toils  own  intct- 
esl,  Governmeat  Would  have  supplied  ibrage  when- 
ever it  was  practicable ;  but  to  require  payment 
~  9W  for  losses  occasioned  by  tbe  waitt  of  i^  gom 
I  charge  Qovemment  with  cuJfnble  ntgligenoe: 
with  having  failed  to  perform  its  duty  to  itself. 
Such  all^ations  cannot  be  supported  either  in 
principle,  or  by  (he  facts  which  exist  in  the  case. 
The  letters  from  Dr.  Bronaugb  and  CoLoncl  Qib-' 
son,  submitted  to  the  comioiltee  with  tbe  bill, 
prove  clearly  that  there  was  no  negligence  on  the 
part  of  Qovemment;  that  no  exertions,  however 
-  luld  have  procured  the  necessary  supplies, 
than  be  said  that  Government  shouU  ba 
required  lo  perform  impossibilities,  or  provide, 
against  events  which  the  parties  must  be  5U|q)0>edi 
to  have  included  in  the  conditions  of  their  coa- 
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tract?  For  tbese  reasons,  the  cominitiM  object  to 
tbe  nriaciple  assumed  to  the  bill,  and  deny  hhv 
liabuity  in  GoTernment  to  pay  foi  hones  wbicQ 
died  in    tbe  Seminole  campaign    for  want  of 

The  bill  further  provides  that,  when  owners 
were  diaraouoted  in  battle,  aad  the  horses  escaped, 
payment  shall  also  be  made.  ThecommitteeihiDt 
this isi  another  oftbose  tisksaniicipatedand  uodei- 
itood  by  the  parties,  and  covered  by  the  allowance 
of  forty  cents  per  day-  It  cannot  be  pretended  that  | 
Gorernraenteogaged  that  the  riders  should  alwap  : 
lemaln  on  horseback,  notwithstandlag  tbe  inci- 
dents of  any  particular  battle,  or  tbe  general  ser- 
vice  of  the  campaign,  pbould  require  them  to  be 
dismounted.  The  mounted  gunmen,  on  the  other 
band,  must  be  supposed  to  hare  stipulated  that, 
either  on  horseback  or  on  foot,  thev  would  engage 
the  enemy ;  that  they  would  fight  in  any  way 

Sointed  out  by  their  commander;  and  if,  m  ren- 
ering  obedience  to  orders,  their  horses  should  be 
lost,  tbe  loss  was  to  be  considered  only  as  a  uiual 
and  customary  result  from  the  service  in  which 
they  had  s:ipulaicd  to  engage. 

The  policy  of  the  measure  is  likewise  very  ob- 
jectionable. Gorernment  cannot  iusure  property 
thus  engaged  ia  the  public  service.  Voluateers, 
mounied  gunmen,  and  every  oiherspecies  of  troops, 
would  become  negligent  in  taking  care  of  their 
borses,  if  it  be  once  understood  that  they  are  to 
be  paid  for  them  when  lost.  It  would,  indeed,  be 
Ibeioierestof  owners  to  preserve  them  till  near  the 
close  of  a  campaign,  receiving  forty  cents  a  day 
for  tbe  use  and  risk,  and  then,  just  before  quitting 
tbe  service,  let  them  die  by  neglect,  even  when 
forage  was  plenty,  or  destroy  them  by  bard  treat- 
ment. The  policy  of  giving  forty  cents  a  day  con- 
sists in  this:  that,  while  owners  are  allowed  rea 
lonable  compensation,  they  also  have  ao  induce- 
ment sufficiently  strong  to  take  care  of  their  horses. 
But  this  iaducement  would  lose  all  its  force  and 
effect  if  the  horses  are  to  be  paid  for  when  lost.  If 
ibrly  cents  is  not  adequate  compensation.  Congress 
■hould  augment  it  to  sixty,  eighty,  or  a  hundred 
cents,  rather  than  pass  laws  holding  out  induce- 
ments to  owners  to  neglect  or  destroy  their  prop- 

Bzpetience  forbids  the  passage  of  the  bill.  Tbe 
■etof  tbe9tfa  of  April,  1816,  commonly  called  tbe 
"cUinis  law,"  tbe  Cuwdian  volunteer  aot,  and 
Ihe  late  act  granting  pennons  to  tboBc  who  per- 
formed sefrioe  in  tbe  Revolutionary  war,  bave  all 
b«en  productive  of  serious  mischief.  Ther  have 
opened  tbe  door  for  immoralities  lo  great,  that  the 
committee  will  forbear  to  name  them  more  specifi- 
cally. It  is  believed  no  law  of  the  kind  could  be 
M  guarded  in  its  provision*  aa  not  to  be  evaded  in 
practice;  and,  if  not  absolately  required  by  the 
iemands  of  justice,  it  should  nevei  be  propoaed. 

Insurmountable  difficnilies  are  to  be  seen  in  ad- 
ministering tbe  law.  Who  can  tell  whether  a 
borse  died  for  the  want  of  foro^,  on  account  of 
disease,  or  from  Ihe  neglect  and  inattention  of  the 
owner  1  The  only  risk  assnnied  by  Qovamment 
ta  the  act  atider  which  these  troops  were  called 
l6lfa  CoK.  1st  Sbsi.— SO 


into  service  is,  ibatifa  horse  be  killed  in  balde, 
then  the  owner  must  be  paid.  The  cause  of  this 
loss  can  be  distinctly  and  definitely  known,  and 
therefore  Government  may  safely  assume  ine  re- 
spousibility.  But  tbe  total  negation  of  alt  other 
risks  on  the  pert  of  Government  proves  clearly  that 
the  framers  of  the  law  conceived  it  would  be  bad 
policy  to  lake  upon  themselves  responsibility  for 
losses,  the  cause  of  which  could  not  be  known, 


owner  rather  than  with  Government. 

The  injuries  sustained  by  the  claimants  are  de- 
pended on  as  a  reason  lo  induce  the  pas.'^ge  of  a 
law  for  their  relief.  But  the  committee  think  no 
injuries  have  been  sustained.  Information  has 
been  received  from  tbe  Second  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  by  which  it  appears  that 
the  rolls  of  four  companies  bave  readied  that  of- 
fice; that  the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers, 
musicians,  aod  privaleii,  have  received  each  forty 
cents  a  day  for  tbe  use  and  risk  of  their  horses, 
arms,  and  accoutrements,  from  the  commence- 
ment to  the  termination  of  their  services.  The 
committee,  therefore,  feel  authorized  to  state  tha^ 
'he  eame  rule  was  adopted  in  making  payment  to 
lU  the  troops  for  whom  it  is  intended  to  pro- 

If  then,  ahorse  died,  when  only  one-third  or  oae- 
half  the  campai^  had  expired,  the  owner  recnved 
pay  for  htm  after  his  death,  at  the  rate  of  forty 
cents  a  day.  Wiihoot  noticing  the  hnpropriety  of 
paying  for  tbe  use  and  risk  of  a  horse  after  he  was 
dead,  the  committee  would  remark  that,  under  tbe 
op^atton  of  this  rale,  the  owners  a(  horses  have 
received  a  sum  fnlly  equal  to  their  average  value, 
and,  in  most  cases,  perhaps,  greatly  beyond  it. 
There  is,  then,  no  real  cause  ofcomplaint  Had 
Qoremment  purchased  the  horses  before  they  en- 
tered the  service,  Ihe  sitnation  of  tbe  owners  conld 
have  been  no  belter  than  it  now  is;  and  siuely 
there  is  not  the  least  imaginable  cause  of  com- 
plaint, provided  they  are  placed  on  no  worm  foot- 
ing than  they  would  have  been  if  their  property 
had  been  purchased.  At  all  events,  if  Cougrca* 
should  pass  tbe  bill,  tbe  committee  would  reeom- 
mend  that  forty  cents  a  day  lor  tbe  use  and  rid 
should  be  deducted  from  tbe  lime  of  the  death  of 
any  horse.  The  bill  itself  presupposes  and  admits 
the  fact  ibat  the  horsea  died  during  tbe  campaign, 
and,  consequently,  before  tbe  end  of  the  cam- 
paign. But  it  appears  tbe  owners  bave  received 
Erf.  up  to  the  end  of  the  eampaiffn,  and  thercfora 
are  been  paid  for  the  nse  and  risk  of  their  horsea 
after  they  had  died.  The  committee  have  never 
before  been  made  acquainted  with  any  principle 
which  would  sanction  tbe  propriety  of  paying  f(» 
the  nse  and  risk  of  prtmerty  when  that  [Koperif 
did  not  exist,  could  notbeused,Bndwasat  no  risk; 
ell  of  which  must  have  happened  in  the  present 
case.  It  seems,  indeed^  that  the  claim  of  Govern- 
ment against  these  individuals  is  much  more  jusi 
than  their  claim  against  QoTemment.  Tbe  coin- 
niittee  recommend  that  the  bill  be  indefinite  post- 
poned. 
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[CommvBicaUd  to  the  Housb,  DMsmbei  97,  1819.] 
To  tht  Senate  and  Hotue  of  Stprutnloiipu  of  the 

UnUtd  Slatci  of  America  m  Congrett  atteatbUd  .- 

The  memorial  of  (he  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
the  city  of  New  York  respectfully  showeth,  ibat 
yeiu  memorialists  h&ve  wicaesaed,  with  feeliues 
of  deep  concern,  the  consequences  resulting  to  the 
shipping  interest  of  the  United  States  from  the 
disc  rim  mating  duties  established  ia  France  on  the 
staple  prDdncts  of  this  conntiy. 

At  the  period  of  their  imposition,  and  for  a  con- 
siderable time  snhseqoeni  to  the  late  war  in  Eu- 
npe,  the  tmde  carried  on  by  French  Teasels  with 
the  United  Slates  was  chiefly  confined  to  New  Or- 
leans and  other  8oniiiern  ports,  whose  productions 
conrtituted  Ae  principal  exports  from  this  coim- 
■try  to  FraBce,  trtibt  their  interest  in  shipping  is 
very  Ihntted;  so  that  the  efi^ts  of  the  enormous 
discriminating;  duties,  payable  on  the  importations 
into  France  of  cotton  and  tobacco,  in  transferring 
to  French  vesseb  the  carrying  trade  to  that  coon- 
try,  were  not  immedtBiely  perceiyed  or  feh  by  the 
ship  owners  or  merebanls  in  ibis  quarter  of  the 
Bmon.  Bnt  the  serere  losses  sustained  by  those 
who  employed  our  Tesselii  in  that  trade  have  since 
hi  to  an  innetiigatioii  irf  thdt  catvei,  and  created 
soBirvnal  feeling  oi  the  injory  and  injustice  to 
.wUch  OK  flag  is  aul^ected. 

lb  ^11%  to  tbb  rofaject  the  attention  which  its 
iofMrtanoe  denucnds,  yoar  memorialists  find  that 
ibe  foreign  tonnage  duty  and  light  money  payable 
in  Ae  United  States  ate  very  nearly  equal  to  tke 
fiwdgn  tonnage  duty  amt  port  charges  in  Fraooe, 
■idiDaythertforebeeanfiiderejasrcguiated  upon 
the  m-inoiple  of  a  just  and  fair  reciprocity;  while 
•the  discriminalinz  dniies  imposed  on  the  un|MHla- 
tfam  of  inerehai>dwe  operate  on  the  shipping  lotei- 
eMnof  the  two  countcieB  in  a  maoner  altogether 
•diaToptvlionate  and  unequal. 

T be  ibredgn  or  4iaeiiminatiDR  doiiea  piid  by 
JUncrioan  veesek  imparting  the  wUowing  anictffi 
■inta  France  are,  one  and  one-half  cent  per  poamd 
-^'French  weight)  on  cotton;  one  Md  oae^iglidi 
OB  tolwoea,  Mid  fifty-fiiie  per  ink  kundrad  pomA 
'OnpotasiKs;  wfaicA  extra  duties  exoeed  the  wlwde 
freigkt  iMiw  paid  foe  tbe  tnnqnrtatton  of  tkoae 
.miBtaB&DBi  th« United  0tatn,whallaT in  Rveneh 


register  ton ;  or,  in  a  veesel  of  the  same  descnptlon 
caxryiug  280,000  pounds  weight  of  cotton  and 
230,000  pounds  weight  of  potashes — 
Tbe  diflerence  of  duty,  estimated  at  (Hte 

and  one-half  cent  on  the  cotton,  ie        -  ^^ 
And  that  on  the  potashes,  at  55  cents  per 

lOO  pounds,  is 1,210 

Would  be,  together        -        -        -        -  iP,410 
which  is  equivalent  to  QlSper  register  ton. 


The  jHcacnt  ratoi.cf  tK^t  ia  Ftench  vevds 
'Snabont'ooeand  one'cightii  cent  per  pound  for 
oMnn;  tkrefr-itmrths  for  tobacco,  and  one-half  for 
.||BtBBlR»;  and,  in-  Anetican  vecsefa,  abont  od«- 
Sdid  bdorw  thw  raica— making  the  diS^mce  of 
^tr  bf  a  French  vessel  eKoeed  the  groas  amount 
af  Bagb,  by  an  American  vesMl,  at  least  one- 
lUrd. 

To  form  an  estimate  of  tfaa  pnctical  retail  of 
-dMse  regnlations,  it  wall  be  acnRned  that  a  reascl 
of  300  reffins  ions  burden  will  carry  560,000 
-  fBoudi  weight  of  tobaeoD,  the  difference  of  duty  on 
Wbieh,  at  (me  and  one-eigfath  cent  per  paui 
would  be  96,300,  which  is  eqnivatent  to  9^1  { 


the  bulk  of  our  exports  to  France,  form  an  aggre- 
gate much  greater  than  tbe  foreign  duty  of  ten  per 
cent,  payable  in  tbe  United  States  would  amount 
to,  if  calculated  on  the  whole  importations  ^om 
France;  and  the  experience  of  tbe  last  two  yean 
confirms  what  indeed  is  sufficiently  obvious  from 
theprecediog  statement,  that  a  per^verance  in  the 
present  regulations  of  our  intercourse  with  France 
most  operate  to  exclude  American  vessel*  from  aS 
participation  in  tbe  carrying  trade  conaected 
with  it 

Your  memorialists,  in  eamestlT.wticiting  that 
the  attention  of  your  honorable  oody  may  oe  ui- 
gagcd  in  deristug  sone  remedy  Tor  an  evtlso  aeri- 
ous  and  alarming,  be^  leave  to  sasgest  their  eon- 
vietion  of  the  ntter  uiefficaey  of  an^  antetn  of 
coanterraiHng  diacTiainadng  daties  ta  feteried 
on  tbe  importationa  into  Ito  United  States  of 
French  merebandiBe,  inasmncb  as  the  articles 
which  would  br  the  neeoeary  ohrteets  of  snefa>da- 
'tiej  bear  no  proportion  in  their  Duft  and  in  the 
price  of  their  traoiportation  to  tiwne  which  form 
our  exports  lo  Ftance.  Atid  the  course  of  the 
colonial  trade,  moreoTer,  enaUes  French  re««ris 
to  avoid  the  inconTEniencea  of  peiformin^  the 
voyage  across  (be  Atlantic  in  ballast,  by  takine  a 
freigQi  from  tbe  ports  of  Fiance  to  those  of  net 
coloniex,  and  then  torning  their  coarse  advanta- 
geously to  our  ports,  either  in  ballast  or  with  colo- 
nial produce;  while  our  vessels  gencrallr  return 
direct  from  France  in  ballast,  or  only  witn  incon- 
sidttable  ladings. 

To  exhibit  in  its 
the  subject  under  c 
aary  not  only  to  advert  to  the  aeinal  amonnt  <jt 
tonnage  employed  in  the  transportation  of  our  pro- 
duce to  Ptanca,  cuapaireA  with  tht  agg(«f|nie«on- 
naga  eBtpU>'/oi  in  ftreion  tia^  ecbsnuly;,  bM  also 
to  takftinto  view  theirlbtuic  i«Utii»pro|ian)ont. 
when  our  Uds  lo  Fianeq  tbaU  bar  ft  received  all 
theextenMon^f  whotkiciiaiMccvtible  by  thepro- 
greasive  incroase  inthe  onltivation  of  ont  South- 
ern prodaols,  and  when  our  ahini>^  shall  have 
experienced  the  redaction  it.  is  to  uiMr  by  ibe  af- 
fects of  the  iurtberdevdopmeotof  ike  actual  .slate 
of  OUT  foreign  commcuoe. 

It  would  besapevflDow  lo^oter  into  details  to 
show  bow  exiensmly, and  almoBi  en[irrly,aU  tke 
sourees  of  that  oomBiaee>  ate  cut  aSt  It  is  a  la- 
mentable fact,  that  mora  [ban  half  tbe  number  of 
vessels  lately  arrived  in  this  from  foreign  ports  are 
dismantled,  from  the  obwlute  absence  of  any  ad- 
vuitageous  object  «f  oommercial  pursuit.  And 
this  state  of  coiBmei:ea.B«tifi>t  the  natural  and  b«- 
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kas  prevailed  Hinoe  the  paoifkatipn 
Every  restniiil  that  latefj  sfaaokled  the  aaviga- 
tmn  af  the  piincipal  auritimB  nalioas  of  Euiope 
bas  bean  lemaviA,  whUit  the  gcnaal  mde  «m1 
imvisatioD  (rf  those  State*  afe^  at  the  same  time, 
Meulated  with  a  studious  r^aid  to  the  intetestB 
<iflkea  OWB  anbjects ;  ao  that  the  United  Btatti 
harre  not  odIjf  onsed  to  be  the  oanien  for  SatOfte, 
bat  are  dqvired  of  the  meaxia  of  entering^a 
foir  competition  in  the  iraniqnRatiDn  to  &■  _ 
«D«ntiM>  of  th«  prineipal  pioduots  of  tlutr  Mm 
ooii. 

It  mold  ceem  ohrioiu  that,  doting  the'OOBtia- 
wace  of  a  stele  of  peace  in  Burop^  the  great  de* 
«ants  of  oar  comineice  in  that  quarter  of  the 
^cdie  will  ha  confined  lo  the  uohaage  of  aur  pro- 
amtla  far  such  artictea  of  Car«ign  pto^nction  at 
Suy  be  raquired  for  imae  eonaumptun. 

The  quantity  of  AmaicaD  ootton,  tobacco,  pot- 
«ahM>,and'«therMaple«BDirecmmBwd  in  Fraace, 
onnnt  Ve  eomctly  Msited  by  yow  metnonafina, 
Inh  thvf  presone  it  to  be  equal  to  a  fonrth  of  ihe 
^Mt^qwBniiiyapMted  to  Buropc.    'Fte  ag^rre- 


flAy  Ibonaand  ton*;  in  add4tic»  lo  which,  an  in- 
diMcttniAB  of  oooridatable  eXKnt  ha>  bwa  ear^ 
ijei'  <nt  tttroogh  tha  eiteuitoae  ohannd  of  Eng- 
iMfd.  (The  sariag*  on  the  dtttira  by  reshfppine 
«ar«oiiea-and  lobaeco'ihenoe  to  France  fa  PrenBB 
WHaela,  iutend  of  ahijpping  Aem  direct  from  (be 
United  Stalei  in  AnKrican  veuels,  being  more 
thaueqviTalent  to  the  extra  freight  and  cfaaiges 
MOBnding  th«  additioval  voyage.) 

If  we  limit  our  views  of  this  carrying  trade  to 
the'  employment  of  50,000  tons  of  shippiag,  the 
liwigM  out  and  home,  calculated  at  920  per  ton, 
araonnta  to  51,000^000;  which  sum,  if  gained  by 
oar  vessels,  might  justly  be  considered  aa  so  mucti 
capital  added  annually  to  the  stock  of  national 
Wraith. 

However  small  the  net  proGt  may  be  to  the 
ship  owneta  on  this  amount  of  freight,  the  dis- 
bursements for  the  equipment,  and  the  wages  for 
the  navigation  of  the  vessels,  would  be  Tefl  at 
home ;  and,  ttwether  with  the  employmeol  it 
»wlil  lo^uirc  oTsv  la^  a  body  af  seamen,  would 
aotMiaHjicoBdiioetD  create  and  mflinuln  the  ete- 
manteilemtary  tb  iifnAoe  onr  eommerda)  and 
naval  interests. 

The  act  of  Congress  offering  to  foreign  nations 
tto  meant  of  a  free  inttfcoerBe  With  this  c&uniry, 
on'  term*  of  perfect  reciprocity,  has  not,  as  is  be- 
lieved by  joui  memoriafisls,  been  found  as  bme- 
fieial  in  tts  operation  as  wos  justly  to  have  been 
UfNCted. 

Those  nations  whose  acceptance  of  the  invita- 
tion it  held  fotth  might  suWrve  the  views  and 
intoreata  W  the  United  States  are  found  to  remain 
nasive;  while  Hi^and,  Sweden,  Prussia,  and  the 
Hraaeotic  Towns,  adopting  the  principle  of  re- 
dlpiocky,  secure  to  themselves  an  important  er- 
onption  in  onr  ports,  without  a&brding  anyprivi- 
hqiv  in  theirs  not  before  enjoyed  by  the  United 


Biatea,  and,  is  &et,  grktutmsty  granted  to  every 
other  nation. 

Until  lately  We  found  some  advantages  ill  oat 
commercial  relacioiis  with  tha  poaaesaiona  of  the 
Khw  of  die  Nethetlanda  hf  nuiicipBting  in  the 
trade  to  Ihe  colony  of  Jawn;  Mt  now,  bravr  dlti- 


iHig  a 
i^tl 
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MogrtaaiTe  axteaiieii  on  the  paii  cf  the  EurajMNl 
Powvraof  aifileBkof  ehsolMteeoloBial  mooopoly^ 
and  to  ervinee  the  necessity  of  devnog  uavna  iv 
oounietact  the  growth  of  thsU  systece  by  nnm 
viaoeooB  efibrt  on  the  port  of  our  Ooverameni. 

Lonitdnna  Was  ae^nied  by  the  United  Btatea 
in  fan  ooionial  SUM,  and  tiw  nonopoly  of  twreX' 
tended  and  growing  trade  would  Wmorer-^  "■' 
lima  that  ot  any  Mso  eoloaieo  whotenrar ; . 
Fieddas,  if  they  pwnad  ft«m  dieir  ptesetn  aun- 
doned  and  misBaMeaonditioB  to  beilltiMi^  fUtt 
of  the  UnioD,  onrnDtfiiil,  by  te  quicbe&isg  Mt- 
enee  of  our  fraa  inotitntiooa,  to  t^mi  vast  resoutBta 
of  tiad#,  and  may  add  to  tbc>  liiC  of  onr  pwaent 
eiporta  even  tlle^■Iticlea  of  sugar  and  coBk,  biHt- 
erto  deetoed  eieloatrrtr  colonial. 

The  libai^  poltey  of  the  Umted  Staiea  in  open- 
ing 10  all  nationaB  ireetndeto  the  vast  rnvrteof 
their  colonial  acquisitions  ought,  itwonld  ai 
-ititleti ''-       ---■■-- 


those  BataooB,  st  least,  wIn  pwttcipaie  imi^tbf  in 
the  benefits  of  that  trade;  bat  ao  inch  tactptM»- 
tion  has  been  experienced,  noi^  as  the  reaultof 
gratiutoni  conccsaion,  is  it  to  be  expected. 

In  reference  to  the  oppressive  dlscnminatiog 
duties  on  the  importatioa  of  American  pradiKta 
into  France,  which  it  is  the  prioc^  object  of  the 
present  memorial  to  hnngander  thenoticeof  Ocnu 
erntnunt,  your  menatialiBls  take  lenva  tnost  re- 
ipeeifially  to  snggcet  that  Ibcy  can  derise  no  expe^ 
dient  mote  likdy  to  prodnce  a  favorable  cbanga 
in  the  present  system  of  the  French  Govemment^ 
nor  bmet  oaktuatad  lo  eaaUe  thts  cidBent  of  the 
UnilBd  Stnta  sacoesslidly  to  resist  it  if  pone- 
Towdin,  than  the  impositioo  of  a  heavy  tonnaffO 
duty;  aiid  at  ibesame  time  no  measare  appears  to 
yaw  menorialiau  so  oonsistenl  wiA  the  gekual 
polsoy  of  the  United  States. 

Referring  to  die  statement  already  madcy  exifai^ 
iting  Ibe  effects  of  the  dii^atiwtiing  ADiies  in 
France  on  aottsa,  tohaeco,  and  potoM^  consid^ 
OKd  asB  tomage  duty  on  Arasioan  vessels,  your 
memocklists  leave  to  thesapetiorwisdam'of  cW- 
I  to  determine,  on  a  full  consideration  cf  all 
ne  ekcumstanees  conneoted  witfathf  case,  what 
OnmagB  dnty  should  aow  be  imposed  soas  to  make 
thisafhirand  effective  oooMer vailing  meaatne. 

Your  memorialists,  considering,  moreover  thav 
some  new  provision  is  necetisary  in  order  to  render 
beneficially  operative  the  act  of  Congress  which 
ofibn  to  foreign  iLatiens  tbe  means  of  cotnmercial' 
intvooaise  ntion  the  principle  of  rtttiprociiy,  t9- 
ipeolfuUy  snageat  that  this  duty  should  be  i  ' 
»  an^  to  ufnatione  which  shall  not  adoipl 
principle. 


1  not  adopt  that 
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A  geaeral  regulstioa  of  this  natuie,  wbile  it 
woulavioUte  neither  the  letter  nor  apiritDfoiir 
treaties  with  France,  appears  to  be  eqnatlf  eipe- 
^cnt  in  reference  lo  other  naiioni. 

BpaiD,  for  inctMice,  beaidea  imposing,  a*  it  be- 
lw*«d,  ducrimiDating  duties  oa  the  articles  of  our 
exports  imported  into  the  mother  country,  exacis 
noat  exceasire  extra  duties  on  proTisioDs  imparted 
by  Adterieaa  TcKsels  into  her  colonies.  Among 
other*,  that  on  the  article  of  Hour  amounts,  in 
Cuba,  to  S3  371  per  ^^r^l-  1''i«  regulations  of 
trade  in  the  ports  of  the  Spanish  colonm  are  such 
■a  not  to  puce  the  intercourse  with  them  under 
■ay  of  the  restrictiana  contained  in  the  navigatioo 
act;  and  thus,  while  Ibis  trade  remains  open  to 
both  nations,  the  discriminating  duties  impoaed 
00  those  coloniee  must  operate  to  traoafcr  ii  alto- 
gether to  Spanish  vesaels  as  soon  as  their  flag  can 
■■vigate  aecurdy. 

Your  memorialisla  are  persnaded  that  a  mena- 
ore  Like  ibe  one  propoted,  could  produce  no  inju- 
IMiw  efiecta  upon  the  agiicultaral  and  commercial 
intecnts  of  the  United  8  tato,  by  abridging  in  for- 
cifa  markets  the  aale  of  their  produce. 

The  prohibitory  r^ulations  of  different  Govern- 
ments prove,  that  the  want  of  our  provision*  is  the 
only  wcurity  we  now  enjoy  for  their  admission 
iato  foreign  ports;  and,  wherever  this  want  eiijls, 
they  will  continue  to  lie  received,  direct,  or  by  in- 
tarmediate  ports. 

The  principal  article*  exported  to  Fiance  are  m> 
Msential  to  the  aapply  of  her  maQufactories  that 
thay  oanooE  be  dispaiaed  with ;  so  that,  if  a  syt- 
(eiD  of  commercial  rqulalions  euuld  be  suppoaed 
10  exist,  operating  to  prevent  a  direct  exportation 
tt  tboae  ■rtides  to  ibai  country,  its  whole  supplies 
of  ootion  and  tobacco  moat  be  derived  through  the 
oircnitous  channel  of  England,  (as  has  been  par- 
liaUy  practised  for  the  last  two  years,)  or  through 
MMne  of  the  neighboring  ports  of  the  Continent ) 
and,  in  either  case,  we  sboold  at  least  partake 
tbe  ad  vantages  of  their  transportation  aoruss  I 
Atlantjc. 

The  right  of  the  citiaeos  of  the  United  Slates 
to  MTticipnte,  on  equal  terms,  in  the  advantages 
lo  DB  derived  from  their  commercial  intercoutse 
with  foreign  na  lions,  appears  to  your  memorialists 
to  be  indu^ntahle ;  ana  they  appeal  with  confi- 
dence to  Congress  for  snch  interference  on  their 
behalfas  the  public  policy  may  justify. 

Althoogh  it  muy  be  questioosble  whether, 
case  like  the  present,  it  would  comport  with  the 
dignity  of  the  nation  to  offer  any  conaide 
foreign  Powers,  in  order  to  obtain  a  just  recipro- 
city of  commercisl  bencfta,  yet  your  memotiali«ts 
take  leave  to  suggest  the  expediency  of  holding 
oat  to  France  some  further  encouragements  to  the 
coiunimption  in  the  United  States  of  French  wines 
and  silk  manufactures. 

Encouragements  of  (his  nature,  if  not  required 
a*  an  inducement  to  France  to  place  the  regula- 
ibnn  of  her  trade  wtib  this  country  on  a  more 
equal  and  jnst  footing,  may  possibly  he  used  to 
obtain  some  relaxation  in  her  colonial  restrictions, 
and  induce  the  repeal  of  the  late  order  directed  to 
the  national  tobacco  manufactory  in  France,  which 


tbat  article  to  tbe  proportion  of  one-sixth  part  for 
five-sixth  pnrtK  of  domestic  growth. 

It  is  true,  in  reference  to  tbe  article  of  winea, 
the  duly  on  which  is  now  sufficiently  reduced,  the  - 
United  Btates  could,  in  the  way  of  inducement  to 
France,  only  assure  lo  her  the  cootinuaoce  of  that 
reduction;  bat,  in  regard  to  silk  manufncturea,  the 
impoaition  of  additional  duties  on  the  aame  arti- 
cles imported  frcnn  China  might  he  adopted  aa  « 
measure  of  reciprocai  advantage. 

It  would  certainly  be  of  great  importance  to 
France  to  check  tbe  immense  importations  from 
China  of  silk  goods  in  imitation  of  French  fabrics; 
and,  considering  the  heavy  drains  of  specie  from 
the  United  States,  which  are  caused  by  the  proac- 
cutitMi  of  tbe  trade  to  China,  it  would  at  least  be 
equally  advantageoiu  lo  us  to  receive  the  same  ar- 
ticles from  countries  where  tbey  con  be  obtained 
in  exchange  for  our  own  products. 

Your  memorialists  are  anxious  to  maintain  the 
national  prosperity,  and  would  discredit  tbe  on* 
reasonable  clamor  of  desponding  and  tmborrasaed 
traders  i  but  the  foreign  commerce  of  this  coub- 
try,  at  the  present  period,  is  so  rapidly  declininK 
and  its  shipping  interest  so  particularly  depressed^ 
that  ihey  feel  themselves  constrained  to  declare 
their  firm  conviction  that  both  must  dwindle  into 
comparative  insignificance,  unless  the  measures  of 
foreign  Goveromenls  operating  lo  dephve  this 
country  of  an  equitable  participation  in  the  bae- 
fits  of  its  commerci&l  intercourse  with  ihem,  shall 
be  promptly  met  and  counteracted. 

Under  a  deep  impreosion  that  the  prosperity  of 
the  nation  is  intimately  connected  with  tbe  pros- 
perity of  its  commerce,  and  that  tbe  rising  hofiea 
of  its  future  naval  power  are  essentially  dependent 
on  the  maioienance  of  its  navigation,  your  me~ 
morialists  have  thought  it  a  duty  they  owe  the 
community  to  submit  these  consioerations  to  the 
wisdom  of  Congress,  humbly  praying  that  they 
will  afibid  such  relief  in  the  premises  as  the  nature 
of  the  case  may  require. 

WM.  BAYARD,  Prtit. 

John  FiHTAjin,  Steretafy. 


COUNTBRVAILINO  MEASDREa  AOAINST 
THE  DISCRIMINATING  DnT(B«  IMPOtHTO 
BY  FRANCE  ON  AKEBICAN  PRODUCTS. 

[Cammunicated  to  Iha  Senate,  Janaary  4,  18S0.] 

To  tit  AononbU  ihi  Sttuttaad  Houtt  of  R^rtttntf 

ttvet  afthe  Uitiled  Sialet.  in  Congrai  auemUtd.- 

The  memorial  of  the  undersigned,  captains  of 

American  vessels  lying  in  the  port  of  New  Orleans, 

respectfully  showeth:    Thnt  your  memorialists, 

representing  also  the  officers  and  seamen  of 

hundred vessels  lying  in  this  port  of  New  Or- 

I  lenns,  (which  they  are  in  tbe  habit  of  frequenting,) 
I  have  experienced  for  the  last  two  yean  an  alaiin- 
^  ing  decrease  in  the  American  ship[nng  businto* 
'  previously  employed  in  the  trade  hence  to  French 

ports. 
I      That  the  means  of  procuring  a  comfortable  Uto- 
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IUmcnI  from  tha  prafeMttu  exercised  by  yoar  me- 
raorialiats,  beios  identified  vilh  the  geDeral  proo- 
petitjr  of  the  coippiDg  ioterest  of  the  Union,  im- 
DoldeBs  tiiein  to  set  forth  in  (hii  memorial  cbe  Iota 
it  Ls'Snfiering  from  the  fatal  influence  of  the  dis- 
-crimioaiuig  duties  estaUialked  in  France  to  favor 
itt  own  Tetaeb  in  the  etelnuve  importation  there 
of  the  great  staples  of  the  United  Stales,  the  pro- 
^retaire  erila  of  wliich  influence  your  memorial' 
lata  hare  painfully  witneated  for  the  laii  two  veara 
in  silence,  from  theespectation  they  (and  no  doubt 
their  ship  owners  al«o)  entertained  that  a  commer- 
cial treaty  was  negotiatiog,  which,  at  least,  would 
have  established  the  intercourae  oetween  France 
sad  the  United  States  on  the  same  fooling  on 
which  it  eziita  as  regards  Eoffland  and  other  coun- 
tries that  have  adopted  the  liberal  system  to  which 
Congress  has  invited  all  nations. 

Your  memorialists  propose  to  prove,  by  incon- 
testable facts- 


cotton  and  tobacco,  is  more  than  the  whole  freight 
xow  paid  on  the  same  hence  to  Liverpool,  or  that 
can  te  obtained  for  an  American  vessel  in  France. 

That  the  discriminating  dotien  and  tonnage  that 
would  accrue  to  American  vessels  in  France,  com- 
pared with  the  same  that  would  apply  on  French 
Tcssels  in  the  United  Stats,  with  reference  to  the 
trade  of  this  plaee,  would  be  more  than  ten  to  one. 

That,  notwithstaoding  the  ten  per  cent,  addi- 
tional duly  paid  by  foreign  vessels,  it  is  ouljr  on  a 
Jewartklesaf  value,  and  not  of  oulki  that  it  is 


tofieiCTt  to  give  a  preference  lo  Am 
to  obtain  the  freight  of  the  imports  from  France; 
the  aggregate  importations  tbenee  to  thia  port  by 
French  vesseb,  exceeding  very  much  in  quantity 
that  by  Amercan  vessels. 

That  the  carrying  trade  to  France,  which  three 
years  ago  was  altogether  in  American  vessels,  last 

Far  was  nearly  equativ  divided  between  them  and 
rench  vessels;  and  that,  since  the  beginning  of 
the  year  1819,  it  has  been  carried  on  m  French 
resaels  n^^y  in  the  [Mvpartion  of  four  to  one. 

To  establish  the  (ruth  of  these  facts,  your  me- 
morialiita  bFg  reference  to  the  annexed  tables, 
(stracted  from  the  cnstom-hoose  books  of  this  dis- 
trict, and  certifled  by  the  collector;  from  which  it 
?)paan  that  the  vesaela  cleared  out  hence  for 
ttadi  ports  were,  in  181S, 

Tons.  Htbs. 

35  American,  aggregate  tonnage      9,134  63 

36  Fraieb,  aggregate  tonnage         7,553  63 

75  vessels,  total  Aggregate  tonnage  16,6BS  22 

The  vessels  cleared  out  and  about  loading  for 
the  same  ports,  since  Ist  Janaary  to  I7th  March, 
(about  two  and  a  half  months,)  m'  1S19 : 

Tods.  Mlhs.  Tods.  94ths. 
33  French.    21  cleared,  ag- 


12  in  port  and  loading, 
aggregate  tonnage    -  2,839  57 


9American.  Tcleared, ag- 
gregate tonnage    -        -  1,750  84 
2  loading,  aggregate 
tonnage  - .      -        -     655  00 

— . — ~       3,405  8* 

4S  total  vesaels  until  the  17th 

of  Matvh,  1819,  tonnage  10,191  87 

These  results  demonstrate  what  vour  memory 
alials  have  advanced  as  lo  the  rapidly  progtessive 
transfer  of  the  carrying  trade  in  <jue«tioD  from 
American  to  Frencb  vessels  t  which,  indeed,  baa 
not  become  absolute  for  the  whole,  from  the  eii- 
cumsiance  tbat  until  now  there  have  not  been  • 
safficieDt  nnmbei  of  French  vessels  to  embrace  it^ 
and  that  a  few  of  our  ship-owners  have  mado 
forced  operaticms  in  order  to  employ  their  -veaela. 

By  comparing  the  dates  of  clearances  of  tha 
French  vessels,  it  will  appear  that  last  year,  until 
all  the  French  vessels  left  this  port,  few  or  no 
American  vessels  were  loaded  for  Franee;  and 
probably  the  latter  part  of  this  year  there  will  b^ 
tor  the  same  reason  of  a  want  of  French  verael^ 
many  Americans  employed  m  the  same  way.  Bat 
it  cannot  be  doubted,  with  the  advantage!  ths 
former  possess,  thai  a  sborl  period  will  only  bs 
necegisary  for  them  to  molliply  and  enlirrlr  destroy 
the  feeble  efforts  of  competition  tbat  may  be  main- 
tained by  a  few  ship-owners  tbat  load  their  own 
vessels,  who  must,  however,  if  they  persevere^ 
eventually  terminate  it  by  ruinous  sacrifices. 

To  avoid  useleas  detailsandamptiflcations,yoat 
memorialists  have  confined  themselvea  to  tbecoa- 
sideration  of  the  articles  of  cotton  and  tobacctL 
(althoush  potashes  and  others  might  be  added,) 
tu  establish  the  difference  paid  in  France  by  AiBa- 
rican  and  French  vessels. 

The  doty  in  France  on  cotton  is— 
On  an  American  vessel,  38/.  SOe. 

per  SOD lbs.,(French pounds,) 

or  -----  3.61  cents  per  Ik 
On  a  French  vessel,  22/.  OOe.  / 

per  200  lbB.,( French  pounds,) 

or 8JK  cents  par  Ik 

Difference  of  dnty  on  cotton,  in 
favor  of  French  resads,  per 
pound  -        -        -        -       .  1.53 

The  duty  on  tobacco  is — 
In  an  American  vessel,  1^.  OOc.  per  200  poundi^ 

/French.) 
Add  10  per  cent.  \f.  lOf.  for  that  paid  on 

the  tare,  which  is  not  deducted  by  the  custom- 
bouse  in  France,  makes  12/.  lOi;.  or  equal  to 
1.125  cent,  perpound. 
Tobacco  in  a  French  vessel  isfre& 
Difference  of  duly  on  tobacco  in  favor  of  French 
vessels,  per  pound,  1.125  cent 

It  is  to  be  remarked  tbat  the  tonnaoeduty  paid 
by  American  vessels  in  Erance  is  4/.  50c.  per  loo, 
or  85  cents;  and  the  brokerage  for  entering  aoci 
clearing  at  (he  custom-house  is  established  at  (A 
per  ton,  or  18}  cents ;  ic^ether,  per  too,  91,0^i 
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which  is  more  than  the  fonign  tonnnge  paid  in 
the  United  States,  at  50  ceots,  and  foreigB  rif  ht- 
monef .  50  cents ;  together,  9^  PC  ton. 

Without  laklog  notice,  therefore,  in  th«  Tollow- 
inc  cslotilalions,  of  the  tonnage  or  lighl-monev 
ftaA  in  the  re$pectire  ports,  your  memorialists  will 
proceed  (o  stale  thai  the  iMight  now  and  osb- 
aUy  carrtnt  from  thia  port  to  LiTerpoal  is  one 
peony  per  pound  on  cotton,  equal  to  1.85  cent  per 

Xo  bttidtdnMtd,  tdiarges  attaoding  ahipnMitat 
NcivQdMia: 

1h  o(Mb  |Kr  tale  for  M-inaatDg  tihe  ooUtm. 

12|i  cant*'  drayage  to  the  preoiL 

SB   cents  raiLng  and  stowing  on  beaiA. 

91  16i  altogetbr,  per  bal^ef  356  pounds,  eqaal 
■JBigs.'   to  43.31  aent  pBrpoDnd;  net  fni|^t  1.54 
cent  per  pound,  (ezolwire  of  stone  bal- 
last.) 
The  freight  on  Uftaeco  for  tt<  auM  {dteee  is  a. 
hatf-pei^T  per  fxiuniL  a^ial  to  0.93  eent. 

To  he  deucted,  rolling  and  stowing  on  ixnrd, 
•I  96  oente  per  lugibaad  «f  1,800  pounds,  net  per 
ponod  fl.0  eont;  set  6eight  no-  pound  Q£&  cent. 


A[^)^ng  these  data  to  st 


t  bj  an  Amarl- 


as  MDB  eotton,4ar  17»,aao  muadB-the  fmght,  ai 
1;64  eent  vonU  be     -        -        -  «9,!^  flB 
ISO  tons,  tobacco,  or  881^800  paun^ 

tbB  freight,  at  Q:SS  cent,  Woold  be     2,S04  aS 


910  Kms  total  fnright  wonU  be       -     6,864  00 

The  differance  of  duty  on  179^00 
aomds  cott«n,iat  LS6  oeKt,  would 
hi         -        -        •        '  9a,T77  69 

The  diSerence  of  dutf  on 
891,200  pounds  tofaaEco, 
at  1.35centwoidd  be    -     3,370  00 


Total 


of  duty 


H^ng  the  differenee  of  don  more 
thM  fieigfal  itj     ■  ■  -     S7S9  <9 

And  supposing  it  would  raqnira  a  vesnl  of  SOD 
Mister  tons  burden  to  eajry  the  310  tons  weight 
ofcotton  and  tobacco,  it  would  make  the  saTmg 
of  daty  of  S3.053  69  to  a  French  ressel,  amounl- 
ina  to  more  than  twenty  dollars  per  ton. 

It  now  remains  to  he  -consid^^  how  far  the 
ten  per  cmt.  additional  dniy  on  goods  impwted 
into  the  United  Stages  by  foreign  vessels,  goes  to 
counteivail  the  diffo'ence  shown  to  be  paid  in 
France  by  American  vessels.  It  may  1>e  premised, 
indeed,  as  there  is  no  proportion  between  the  bulk 
and  value  of  our  exports  to  the  imports  liom 
Fraacf,  that  the  French  meicbantSj  if  they  em- 

Sloyed  our  vessels  exclusively  to  hring  their  pro- 
Dce  to  the  United  Scales,  witich  ibey  can  do  at 
4  most  triBiog  freight  woulid  not  certainly  pay  one- 
enth  part  of  the  freight  money  thai  would  aeenie 
•olhev  vessels,  if  they  are  alloi— ' '" 


Therefore,  that  it  is  inefiSMtunl  to  seek  a  vemod^r 
to  the  discriminating  dutica  on  our  prodMo  In 
France  by  increasing  tbwe  paid  here  by  Frcnek 
vewels  bringing  the  jwwluoe  of  that  eavrtrr,  and 
that  nothiag  can  be  safficieni  bat  a  poaitm  ton- 
nage dnt^,  graduated  aeeai>dii^  totheanount  of 
tiiediscnminatingdotiHthatinsf  »istki  Fnnee 
on  our  priooipal  aCtptes]  it  beimg  rimMt  ceitan 
thait  the  diSerence  of  doty  on  these  articles  sentlD 
nance  from  hence  this  yeae  wiU  ainowt  Io«om 
than  aH  (lie  dtuiea  wdlooted  ^  ibis  oti*toai-ho«>» 
OD  importa  from  Ftiniw,  hatb  by  AtiNrioan  ■■< 
FVentA  Teasds. 

By  Ae  ««coinpanyiag  tabl»,  it  wiU  be  eeen  that 
there  entered  from  Prencb  ports  fron  the  1st  of 
September,  1817,  lo  the  end  of  )818>— 

36  Amerkan  veaseU. 

57  French  vessels. 

93  total  vessels. 
Aggregate  tonnage,  American  venelt      -     7,401 
Do.  Ptencb  vesseh  '        -  l&CM 


Amount  <^  daries,  Anorlean  veaaele  9SS0«88t  fl& 
Do.  FVenck  veMcU    -    861,aH  67 


inpofk- 


7 othl    .       -       -       -  «3M^gs  a» 
being  at  tbe  nie  of  9448^090  ptc  annma. 

Bat  Ae  importaiians  dniiif  th«*e  Wteen  monika 
w«re  excessive,  and  prioe^  tn  eonaeqMBcetlMcaof, 
are  ten  n  ihis  place  than  flM  cost. 

A  ki^  eelimate  for  avenge  dntita  «f  intn 
ttonsof  sneciwdhig  yean  Btaf  be  taken  at 
dollars. 

It  has  been  showaaJreadytiMt,  In  link 
two  and  a  half  months  of  tbia  yeK,l(^l«l  8T-M 
tons  shipping  are  employed  in  the  e^porta  fcesee 
to  France;  and,  anpiwemg  what  wiU  tMttnployed 
for  the  reoiainiDg  aine  moniiM  as  Bmdi  m«e, 
toeetbn  will  make  for  the  wbsle  year  80,888  tma. 
The  diSecence  of  daltes,  aC  $80,  will  ameont  to 
#407,040.  Tfak  axOaat  of  daties  paid  Autbar 
shows  (hat  fifty-«()Rn  Frcndi  Ttasets,  all  with 
carsoes  of  the  anregate  barden  of  13;088  tons, 
pail  only  for  duties  9K3,604  6a  the  tcnUt  patt 
ofwbichpatd  as  foMga  daty  983,009  51,  betng 
less  than  fS  per  ton. 

These  results,  recapitulated,  woidd  -fUj^ 
that  tbe  discriminating  dalies  in  France  «n  Aai» 
rican  vessels  are  $20  per  ton,  while  those  on  the 
trade  theoee  in  French  vessels  are  (^  per  unool^; 
and  that  ibis  year,  inthe  trade  from  thisloffreBch 
ports,  the  quantity  of  shipping  to  be  employed 
wodd  atntmnt  to  more  than  20^)00  tests,  the  di»- 
criminating  duties  on  which  in  France,  estimated 
at  fSO  per  ton,  would,  as  was  before  advanced, 
more  tun  equal  the  total  ainoutit  of  duties  on 
goods  imported  from  tlte  same,  both  in  Ameiioaa 
and  French  vesids,  estimated  at  8400,000. 

But  these  comparative  eetimaies  will  not  prove 
exact  during  the  present  and  succeeding  years; 
for,  while  the  inordinate  importations  of  Prench 
goods  last  year,  as  was  observed  before,  reduced 
they  will  not  be  continued  hereafter  in  the  same 
their  value  here  below  prime  cost,  it  showed  that 
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qnaiititf ;  bal  f be  Teven«  nmt  take  plaee  with 
renpect  t«  the  exports  ef  eotton  and  CobaMo,  whi«h 
WW  inereBse  mtk  the  extended  pcDduotioD  of 
Atm,  Mid  ye*Tly  eemea  neatndispuitf  betweea 
die  emoHiogr  sm  impertmg  ttsfc  ta  Pranee. 

If  the  eireuiinteiMe  b  rewrted  to,  that  the  pro 
poHkn  of  Anmiean  reesels  loaded  this  year,  snd 
nMr  foadtng  fer  Prattoe,  is  only  a»  ene  to  four  to 
the  nmbtt  df  Fiencb,  It  UBv  m  o^rad  m  «  c«i>- 
dti^e  proof,  considMisj*  the  inaeliTity  of  mw 
dipping,  that  k  has  to  contend  widi  pe«t  disad- 
-raflta^;  for,  on  fair  Erouada  tf  eompetttioa, 
yoBt  mem<Kia]iats  are  bold  to  aawTt  that  neitber 
the  vesMls  of  I^ance  nor  of  anr  oibcT  couDtry 
coold  obtain  s  Iriasjph  over  those  Barigated  by 
Americaii  Beamen ;  neither  ean  it  be  an  argum^t 
BgMDst  them,  that  French  veMels,  notwitbstaitd- 
ing  the  foreigri  duty,  have  had  the  largest  shareof 
the  iroporl  trade  of  goods  from  France,  (at  least 
■e  rej^arda  bulk ;)  beeanse  the  dk^roponion  thown 
to  eznt  betweuu  the  tonnage  ased  in  t^  export 
and  importo  from  tUs  port  caoset  the  iaoipient 
▼afage  from  France  to  have  no  other  object  than 
t»Beek  a  return  freight  fbrthevesB^;  BQd,thOTe' 
fore,  whenever  it  happens  (w  is  mostly  the  coee) 
that  the  difi^enee  of  duty  is  not  eqitinlent  to  the 
fkvight,  there  is  bo  motive  to-employ  an  AmericBn 
tcsm). 

Bat  the  ownere  of  Prenoh  veseels,  not  to  send 
them  emp^,  ^evp  (he  market  ia  rtiis  place  glutted 
with  al\  lands  et  Freitcfa  things,  even  eaasagea, 
sweetmeats,  better,  cheese,  ^Aeen,  hat^  millinery, 
iHiekn,  Aes,  hollow  east  iron  ware,  stone  jws,  bot- 
-dn,  and  many  other  srtidea  that  are  objects  Of 
domestic  ttnde  or  predaee  in  our  own  coomry,  as 
good  and  cheap  as  (h^  ean  be  breoght  from  any 
plaeeetce.  And  togivea  better  idea  of  the  nature 
of  thia  trade,  and  to  call  the  attention  of  your  hon- 
erahte  body  to  the  propriety  of  laying  qiec^  dn- 
^  OB  some  of  them,  a  copy  of  the  manifest  of 
entry  of  a  French  ship  abo  aeeompantes  thii  me- 

And  your  memoriaKsts  farther  beg  leave  to  ob- 
letve  thrat  the  whole  extent  of  the  lois  of  the  car- 
rying trade  of  the  articles  of  export  from  this  place 
to  Ftance  will  not  be  correctly  appreciated  by  that 
part  only  that  heretofore  has  goae  direct  hence  to 
Prance,  for  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  Loni- 
slana  cotton  and  Kentucky  tobacco  shipped  henoe 
to  the  Eastern  ports  found  its  way  by  that  oiroti- 
itous  channel  lu  France ;  atlbrdmg  double  rat- 
ploym^it  to  onr  vessels  in  the  voyage  coastwise, 
ana  then  in  the  snbseqaeitt  voyage  across  the 
Atlantic. 

The  loss  of  both  these  sources  of  employment 
to  ouv  ships  mast,  in  time,  be  mperadded  to  that 
which  your  memorialists  have  shown  to  have  ex- 
ialed  ia  preceding  years  direct  from  this  place. 
How  long  the  trade,  or  how  moab  of  it,  would 
continue  in  this  eircuitons  channel,  your  memo- 
riailsts  an  not  prepared  to  say  positivetir,  provided 
our  vessels  were  put  upon  an  equality  with  French 
vessels  in  France ;  but  they  betieve,  from  the  ac- 
tive coasting  trade  aoW  arising  in  lumber,  bricks, 
haildiiiestoneK,  lime,  hay.  oats,  candles,  soap,  cider, 
salted  £h,  New  E^land  mm,  potatoes,  furoiltiTe, 


carriagvs,  saddlery,  Aoes,  cnt  nails,  and  other  Ao* 
mestic  manufactures,  diat  retem  fte^t  will  lie  so 
low  that,  aided  by  particuhu'  circnmitanees  attend- 
ing the  seasons  of  basiness  and  navigation  of  the 
river,  a  great  portion  of  it  that  now  exists,  at  hast, 
will  ne  continued. 

Besides  the  ifirect  trade  to  Praaee,  it  wfll  ba 
Mcn,  by  the  accompanying  tables  d  entries  an4 
cleaiances  of  Fraoeh  vessels  at  this  port,  Aata 
pennBnant  trade  is  eatablisbing  to  their colonks  in 
the  West  Indies,  that  is  not  open,  except  p«rtial<- 
ly.  to  the  vfflsels  of  the  Umted  States.  Thn^ 
whilst  the  avenues  of  French  oommeree  are  strait^ 
ened  to  our  fiag  within  the  direet  line  &om  our 
ports  to  France,  and  an  intoler^ile  aad  odious 
duty  is  levied  for  the  rights  of  passage  to  that,  a 
vast  and  varied  career  is  opened  U>  that  of  Franc^ 
secured  from  competition  on  oar  [Brt,  where  it 
might  Clint  by  discriminating  duti^  and  finding 
in  the  Ea^iidi  and  other  European  colonies  exclu- 
sively all  the  raaiflcatioDBof  prcAtBUe  trade  that 
can  arise  from  carying  our  produce. 

An  aot  of  Parliament  exist^paKietihrly  per- 
mitting the  impeltation  to  tbe  British  colonies  of 
all  artsde^  of  provisions,  besides  salted  meat,  from 
all  places  in  America,  exc^t  ikan  the  ports  of  the 
United  States. 

Your  memorialists  have  only  taken  a  partial 
view  of  the  evils  growing  out  of  the  cause  or  com- 
plaint they  now  submit  to  your  honorable  body. 
They  have  otdy  shown  havr  madi  the  tnde  ftUHL 
this  place  is  liatile  to  be  affected  br  it,  and  leave 
to  those  belter  acquainted  to  say  wnat  proportion 
the  20,000  toDs  of  shipping  emjiloyed  from  New 
Orlesjis  to  French  ports  bears  to  the  whole  trade 
ftom  the  United  Slates  to  France.  ■ 

The  magnitude  of  this  aggregate,  when  duly 
ascertained,  most  no  doubt  excite  die  attention  of 
every  branch  of  the  General  Goveiwnent,  aad 
eag^t  some  expedient  to  eonnt^ttct  the  mmrA- 
nate  sdfisfaness  that  influenced  that  Of  V<neat>e 
when  it  6r9t  devised  a  syEtem  ^t  can  only  «dilt 
by  being  Irderated  in  the  United  Slates,  to  the  i»- 
coDceivable  derctietioQOf  the  naaintenanee  of  tirt 
most  important  national  interest. 

A  tonnage  doty,  if  made  dependent  on  tbe'ttM- 
tnre  of  the  caivo  exported  from  the  United  StatM, 
would  strike  directly  at  the  object  of  this  nMMe- 
rial :  a  calcalatioa  would  show  probably  that  (15 
pR  register  laa  on  vessels  carrying  cotton,  utd 
926  per  register  ton  on  tboso  oanying  tobaMO, 
would  about  countervail  the  preseat  duties  laid  m 
Pranee  on  ttie  same  articles  imported  in  Ameri- 
can VetaelB. 

Your  memorialist  will  fnrther  observe  dnt, 
throwing  the  carrying  trade  &om  this  pleoe  tb 
Ptanee  out  of  Ibe  hands  of  die  Amniean  sMp- 
ownen  naturally  inflacAces  the  trade  in  dm  man 
articles  from  AaKrican  mcKbaMs  into  the  sanie 
channel;  the  nnmber  of  French  vessel^  being  oon- 
tinually  tragmented,  bring  neeeswrtly  their  owneVa 
in  some  degree  to  Mttste  of  it ;  every  one  trie*  ta 
push  offsome  articles  of  goods  toeafn  a  fre^t  ftr 
nis  ship^  and  to  pay  for  cotton  and  tobacco,  instnfl 
of  furnishing  money  advances ;  FVeneb  etrinnis- 
sion  hoosee  to  transact  this  basinetb  are  4^J  iniri- 
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tiplied,  BDd  adTentnren  with  tbeir  "  pacodUes" 
an  daily  crowding  tbe  port. 

Thit  eccessire  exciCeai«il  1o  the  coDsuinptioD 
•f  tbe  BTiicles  of  luiory  aod  fosbion  from  France, 
la  mil  as  the  encouragement  offered  to  Iraniient 
tnden,  your  memorialise  conceire  cbdddI  bebeu' 
eAcial  to  tbe  cooolry;  tbey  feel  too  much  tbat 
Pi«nob  fashion  and  Frencli  feelings  aie  ihereby 
likd;  to  be  perpetuated  in  tbis  newly  adopted 
■ister  Stale ;  and  that  whilst  Americans  are  denied 
the  rights  they  ought  to  possess  in  FraDce,  ibejr 
will  continue  to  be  considered  as  foreignen  in  this 
part  of  their  own  country. 
And  yoor  memorialists  will  ever  pray. 
Robert  Hart,  }.  Morgan, 

Lewis  Barnes,  Atkins  Adams, 

Theodore  F.  Jewell,    Nathaniel  Fowler, 
John  8.  Davis,  William  Rider, 

James  Kennard,  Robt.  Daris, 

James  TibbiU,  Geo.  O.  Jones, 

Edward  Richardson,    fiz^el  Pnrinton, 
Robert  Rogers,  Isaac  Dickinson, 

Hanr  ParsODs,  Jeremiah  Burrows, 

Thos.  Caldwell,  John  Lake, 

Bwd.  Hits,  Chrisioph'r  Howard, 

Kathan  Walden,  William  WUson. 


[Commnnicsled  to  tha  Senate,  Janntij  13,  IS30.] 

To  tkt  bonoroiiU  Ike  Congrai  of  Itie  Vmitd  Stata  of 

Amerieai 

The  tmnunial  of  the  Governors  of  the  New 
York  Hospital  respectfuUy  sliowetb:  Tbat  your 
iBmiorialbts,  as  tiustees  of  an  institution  erected 
and  endowed  for  ihe  relief  ooly  of  those  indigent 
and  sick  for  whom  oo  particular  charity  is  proTi- 
ded,  have,  from  sentimenln  a(  hnmanity,  and  with 
a  confident  reliance  on  tt^e  justice  of  Congress, 
Tentnred  to  appropriate  a  portion  of  their  funds  to 
tbe  succwing  and  healing  of  sick  and  disabled 
Kamen,  for  whom  they  conceived  proTision  bad 
hem,  or  was  intended  to  be,  made. 

It  would  appear  tbat,  by  the  set  of  the  16th 
July,  1798,  which  imposes  a  tax  of  twenty  cents 
a  month  on  seamen's  wages,  (he  Government  of 
the  United  States  engaged  and  contracted  to  pro- 
tect and  maintain  these  hardy  citizens,  whenever 
sickness  or  other  diaabilily  should  render  tbebi  de- 
pendenti  and  also  tbat,  from  the  circumstance  of 
urge  sums  having  been  expended  in  the  erection  of 
bo^ilals,  it  is  manifest  the  provision  must  have 
baen  adequate  to  its  primary  object,  as  the  law  ap- 
{uopriaiesoalythegurplus  to  such  buildings.  Your 
memoriaiisLi,  therefore,  can  perceive  no  reason 
why,  in  the  application  of  this  fund,  the  collector 
■hoold  undertake  either  to  limit  Ihe  number  to  be 
benefited,  or  to  proscribe  any  particular  class  of 
patients. 

Boon  after  tbe  passing  the  afbrementioned  net, 
an  Bgreemant  was  made  to  receive  into  the  New 


York  bcwpilal,  at  the  rata  of  three  doUan  a  wevt 
for  board,  medical  attendance,  and  every  oibcr 
necessary  except  clothing,  all  auch  sick  and  disa- 
bled seamea  as  were  contemplated  to  be  idined. 

In  a  settlement  of  this  account,  in  November, 
1804,  with  the  collector,  your  memorialists  were 
surprised  to  learn  tbat  be  undertook,  and  did  abw- 
lutely  refuse,  and  bas  coqliuued  to  refuse,  to  pay 
for  more  than  seventy-Sve  seamen  at  any  oiw 
time,  and  has  since  reduced  Ihe  number  to  sixty- 
five,  though  considerably  more  than  that  nnmbcr 
are  generally  in  the  hospital,  be  has  alio  exclu- 
ded seamen  employed  in  the  coasting  trade,  and 
such  as  have  only  performed  the  voyage,  and  baa 
even  undertaken  to  construe  tbe  law  as  not  apply- 
iitg  to  cases  of  disability  resulting  from  venetw 
infection,  and  to  exclude  from  its  bene&ta  this  clasa 
of  patients — B  dislinctioD  this,  as  youi  memorial- 
ists (KiDceive,  tliat  is  arbitrary  and  very  oppreMve, 
especially  as  it  respects  seafkiinK  men:  lor  those 
people,  in  most  cases,  expend  all  their  wages  in 
paying  of  men,  pretenders  to  the  healing  art,  be- 
fore  tney  come  to  the  hospital;  and  having  thm 
no  further  credit  at  board ing-hDusesi,  and  being 
iacapable  of  serving  at  sea,  tney  must  absolutely 
perisn  by  that  inveterate  disease  unless  they  are 
received  into  the  hospital.  It  consists  with  o\a 
observation  tbat  more  than  half  the  seafaring  men 
who  have  lately  applied  to  the  hospital  for  relief 
were  men  who  labored  under  that  disease. 

Your  memorialists,  in  full  fiiitb  that  the  legiti- 
mate and  professed  guardians  of  sailors  would  ra- 
the expense,  and  being  convinced  that 


seamm,  have,  notwithstanding,  admiuii- 
tered  relief  unto  all  those  unfortunate  objects  dis- 
carded by  tbe  collector;  and.  feeling  repuimant  to 
eject  from  the  doors  of  their  nospilal  to  suffer,  aad 
perhaps  lo  perish,  men  who  have  contributed  so 
essentially  to  the  prosperity  and  honor  of  oar 
country,  nave  humanely  restored  most  of  (hem  to 
health,  snd  secured  Iheir  usefulness  to  society. 

The  funds  of  your  memorialists  are  now,  bow- 
ever,  so  burdened  by  the  numerous  charities  tbey 
are  compelled  to  administer,  and  especially  in 
consequence  of  the  large  and  increnstog  oumb^ 
of  fiupernumerary  seamen  beyond  what  is  paid  for, 
that  they  feel  themselves  constrained  to  observe 
that,  unless  some  provision  it  made  to  dischar^ 
the  existing  debt,  as  atw  to  indemnify  them  m 
future,  they  may  be  reluctantly  compelled  to  with- 
draw their  .charily  from  (his  class  of  patients. 

If  it  is  cornect  that  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  ho»- 
pilal  money  received  at  this  port  has  been  ex- 
pended here,  your  memorialisb  would  then  most 
respectfully  ask  whether  it  is  consistent  with  just- 
ice or  humanity  that  such  numbers  of  diilrnsed 
seamen,  who  have  all  contributed  equally  to  this 
fund,  should  be  abandoned  to  want  and  misery? 
Your  memorialists  presume  otherwise,  and  afsur- 
edly  believe  that  the  same  motives  which  produced 
tbe  law  of  1798,  in  regard  lo  this  subject,  will 
equally  characterize  the  present  Congress,  and 
confidently  hope  that,  if  it  should  appear  the  stiia 
received  here  is  inadequate  to  sumwrt  the  sick  and 
disabled  seamen  conslantly  foimd  liere,  snch  foi- 
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tber  pcoTiaoa  vill  be  toaAe  u  m^y  be  reqniaite  to 
realize  ths  kuBuae  views  of  OoTemment. 

ir  the  denuod  of  yoar  (oemorie lists  for  onin- 
OiiniDg  BKd  relieTio^  tbese  improvideDt  aufieren 
u  ioquired  into,  it  will  ai^ieu  tbat  the  compensa- 
tion aoliciled  u  not  onljr  leas  in  eTerf  insuoee,  but 
in  (ome  not  half  of  what  has  been  charged  in 
othei  pom.  An<l  if  the  fund  origioalljr  created  is 
iondequate  to  this  object,  generally,  yoar  memo- 
liBlistn  then  .b^  leafe  reepeetfully  lo  se^EceC  the 
poliey  of  an  addition  of  ten  cents  a  month  to  the 
Aospital  tax,  as  both  renaonable  and  necessarr. 
And  your  msmorialista  would  farther  re^jKCifulIy 
•oli'cit  that  the  proper  officer  mav  be  directed  to 
nudit  the  aeoonnts  for  the  past,  ana  pay  them  such 
■nm  a(  may  appear  to  be  dae. 

All  which  ia  respectfolly  submitted. 

M.  CLAAKgON,  PnndeiU. 
"•  JoBN  BoBJCLEr,  SKretary, 


[CaiDDiuQiestcd  (o  the  Houm,  Jananr;  tl,  18S0.] 
To  Ihe  honorable  the  Stnale  and  Boute  of  Rtpraenta- 
tivu  of  the  VnitedStatu  in  Cimgrti*  attembUd  ; 
The  memorial  of  the  UDdersigned,  citizens  of  the 
UiailedSlales,respectfu]ly[epre»ents:  That, while 
they  have  rejoiced  in  the  privileges  of  a  free  peo- 
ple^  they  have  been  deeply  a&ected  with  the  mul- 
tiiuied  instances  of  criminal  prosecutions,  impris- 
on'meot.  capital  convictions,  and  jiublicexecuiioDS, 
wbich  nave  recently  occurred  IQ  several  Slates. 
Your  memorialists  are  far  from  ifapuiiog  to  defect* 
in  the  GoTernmeDt  of  their  country  all  the  crimes 
of  their  fellow-citizens,  aad  as  far  from  a  disposi- 
tion to  attribute  tbe  defects  of  Qovernment  to  oase 
and  criminal  inteatioos  on  the  part  of  legislators 
or  magistrates.  They  believe  that  the  oest  in- 
formea  men  are  but  partially  enlightened,  and  that 
men  of  the  bea^t  hearts  are  necessarily  lisole  to  the 
influeoce  of  hereditary  opioioDS^  prejudices,  and 
customs.  Bat  while  crimes  of  tne  deepest  die 
abound  in  the  land,  while  out  courts  of  jusliceand 
our  prisons  are  thronged  with  malefactors,  your 
memorialists  conceire  it  to  be  a  duty  of  all  well 
informed  men  to  search  out  the  causes  of  the»e 
evils,  and,  when  discovered,  to  represent  them  for 
the  coDuderation  of  their  legialators.  They  also 
regard  it  as  the  duty  of  legislators  to  seek  the  vir- 
tue and  welfare  of  iheir  fS low-citizens,  and  to  do 
all  in  their  power  to  prevent  crimes;  not  merely 
by  providing  for  tbe  punishment  of  criminiLls,  but 
by  the  abolition  of  those  customs  or  practices  by 
which  men  are  naturally  led  ioio  the  paths  of  vice 
and  ruin.  Among  the  many  atrocious  ofieoces  of 
the  present  day.  highway  robberv,  piracy,  and 
murder,  frequently  occur.  The  melaucholy  scenes 
of  public  executions  which  have  been  witnessed 
in  several  of  the  United  Stales,  have  Justly  excited 
reflectiuD  and  inquiry ;  and,  in  searching  for  the 
causes  of  those  crimes  for  which  so  many  fellow 
beings  have  been  sentenced  to  the  gallows,  your 


mcmorialiats  have  been  impresMd  with  a  briid' 
that  much  may  justly  be  impnied  to  the  pivctice 
of  privateering  in  time  of  war.*  They  are  aware 
that  this  practice  ba»  long  been  saoctioned  by  all 
themaritimePowersof  Cnrislendom,  but  they  can- 
not, on  that  account,  rt^ard  it  as  the  leas  to  be 
deplored  or  the  leas  to  be  abhorred.  It  is  in  theit 
view  of  the  same  character  with  the  practice  <^ 
the  States  of  Barbery,  for  which  the  people  of 
those  regions  are  reproached  as  piratical  twrbariaot. 

In  the  course  of  the  laie  war  between  Great 
Britain  and  tbe  United  States,  many  thousands  of 
people  were  licensed  by  the  two  Gov^nmeals  to 
commit  just  such  acts  of  injustice,  deprvdation, 
and  violence,  as  those  for  which  pirates  are  hang- 
ed in  time  of  peace.  Thev  were  commissioned  to 
capture,  rob,  or  destroy,  tne  property  of  innocent 
merchants,  and,  in  case  of  reaisUnce,  to  maim  or 
murder  innocent  seamen  while  puisuing  their  law- 
ful occupations.  In  this  way  hundreds  of  mer- 
chants in  the  two  coimtries  were  unjustly  despoiled 
of  their  property,  many  of  them  ruined,  and  theii 
families  reduced  to  poverty,  wretcbedness,  atiid 
despair.  The  number  of  seamen  who  loci  their 
lives  in  consequence  of  these  licensed  depredations 
was  doubtless  very  considerable. 

It  is  impossible  ibr  your  memorialists  tc 
how  such  deeds  of  rapine  and  violence  ci 
onciled  to  tbe  principles  of  justice  or  humanity, 
when  done  by  privateersmen,  any  more  than  wbea 
done  by  unaulborized  pirates.  The  injustice  and 
injury  to  tbe  innocent  stifferers  are  tne  same  in 
both  cases,  and  in  both  the  motives  and  disposi- 
tions of  the  perpetrators  may  be  the  same. 

As  in  the  business  of  privateering  all  theodioua 
passions  of  human  nature  are  licensed — an  the 
youth  of  our  cotmtry  become  associated  with  des- 
perate and  unprincipled  men  let  loose  from  every 


moral  restraint — what  belter  can  reasonably  be  ex- 

jyof  ■ 
of  the  war,  follow  the  trade  to  wbich  they  had 


pected  than  tbat  many  of  them  will,  aitertliecloaa 


been  educated?  When  thousands  of  our  citizefH 
have  saved  an  apprenticeship  io  such  an  employ- 
ment, can  it  be  wonderful  if  bundreds  of  them  be- 
come pirates  or  highway  rohbarsi  And  if  they 
become  hardened  in  iniquity,  inured  to  crime,  and 
ruined  by  the  education  wnich  they  thus  receive, 
at  whose  bands  will  their  Uood  be  reouired  7  This 
is  a  qustion  which,  in  the  opinion  of  your  memo- 
rialists, deserves  the  serious  consideration  of  ever^ 
legislator,  every  magistrate,  and  every  citizen  of 
the  United  States.  However  neceseary  it  may  be. 
in  the  present  stale  of  society,  to  inflict  capital 
punishments  ou  piratical  offenders,  still  philsji- 
thropy'  must  yr&ep  and  humanity  recoil  at  the 
ihousht  of  taking  the  lives  of  men  for  crimes  to 
which  they  have  been  trained  op  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  by  the  authorized  customs  of  their 
country. 

In  this  age  of  improvement  it  wiU  generally  be 

■  If  we  may  credit  the  nsrratirea  of  the  four  plrstea 
who  were  uecnled  ia  Baaton,  February  18,  1819, 
ihey  hsd  all  been  conceroed  in  privslwrieg,  or  8lsM 
piracy  J  not  all,  however,  by  license  from  our  Oovsm- 
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a  Wader  *ad  puenMl  care  towacda  their  anbjeet^ 
do  all  in  their  Kwer  to  cuim  diem  ta  be  educ&tM 
in  tkt*  pathi  of  beneraleace  and  virtue,  aod  to  pr«~ 
aem  tttam  fVon  dte  annw  of  rice,  tod  the  inflnh 
•nMorcoalaminatingciutonis.  Pnnisbnaite  are 
MK  the  oa\f  Qor  the  most  eSeetual  tneatia  of  pr»- 
TentiBg  cniMs  or  MTing  tnen  from  viae.  A  vir- 
tooiiB  education  i«  iafiniicly  preTerable  to  saDgum- 
wjr  law*,  a*  a  mcBat  of  preMrr ing  men  ftom  those 
caimcs  which  are  uiuallf  punisEed  wilh  death ; 
and  %a  laws,  however  severe,  can  reasoaably  be 
•xpwled  lo  peevent  crinefl,  while  such  sohools  of 
depfavitf  and  licentiousaesB  ai  lho*e  of  privateer- 
ing are  MBOliosed  by  pmblie  authority.  Itisgihere- 
fiwe,  believed  b;  your  mfnori^isu,  that  the  priti- 
eiplea  of  justice,  bamanity,  religion,  and  taaoA 
p^iey,  alt  Dnitt  in  demandiDg  the  abcditioo  of  such 
senunaries  of  onme. 

Ic  ii  a  gnthying  faet  chat,  in  the  mfaaey  of  the 
AnencMi  Qovenunent,  an  attempt  was  made  by 
oar  itiler*  to  eSeet  by  ^eaties  the  very  object  of 
the  pMMnt  memorial.  As  early  as  1785,  the  oele- 
bnUed  philosoplter.  Dr.  Franklin,  la  a  letter  to  a 
fri«nd,*  observed,  that  "tlie  United  States,  though 
better  situated  than  any  other  BBtion  to  proGc  by 
priratceriiif;,  are,  as  far  as  in  them  lies,  endeavor- 
ing to  aboliah  the  practice,  by  ofierine,  ia  all  their 
creatiei  with  other  Powers,  ao  article,  eng:agiDg 
aokmnlyttiat,  in  caae  of  afeture  war,  no  privaCeer 
afaall  be  comminioned  on  either  side,  and  that  un- 
armed merchant  ships  on  both  sides  shall  pursoe 
their  voyages  unmoksied."  This  buraane  ^ort 
on  the  part  of  the  American  Qoveramem,  at  so 
early  a  period,  affords  eneoura^emeBt  to  your  me- 
Hmrmlistatbat  Congress  will  Iwtm  with  pteasDre 
to  •  propoMtiwi  for  abollifaiDg  a  practice  whiah  has 
jnMly  been  teimed  "  a  remnant  of  aneient  piracy," 
and  whioh  ba*  for  ages  been  a  disgrace  to  civilised 
BatioBs,  and  tb«  abhonenoe  of  good  men. 

Though  the  tnagnanimora  propoaiiien  formerly 
DMide  was  not  generally  adopted  by  other  Qovera- 
menta,  yet  your  memorialists  are  of  opinion ,tliat 
the  people  of  Europe  are  more  enlightened  than 
they  were  thircy-flve  years  ago,  and  that  th«e  is 
much  reason  to  bt^ieve  Ant  a  simitar  pronmaon 
at  tfais  period  would  meet  the  approbation  of  nearly 
aB  the  Powers  uS  Christotdom.  To  repeat  or  re- 
new a  pn^osition  so  philanihrepio  and  hnune, 
will  not  by  eolightsned  men  be  regarded  as  be- 

■  Benjamin  Taogfaan,  EsqnJrs. 


neaih  the  dignity  of  any  OovenuMBt  oa  oaittaj 
and,  as  lbs  paofnsitiDn  [wobnUy  origimWtd  in  the 
United  Slain*, ^Mtrnmnorialiais  ban  ariiwig de- 
sin  that  their  own  Oova-umeDt  rtiwid  hav«  cIm 
honor  of  refnving  it,  and  of  wmoiBg  the  ttjeet 
till  it  shall  have  been  eaaaiAetcly  aooonpttdied. 

Bariaitans  and  unprincipled  polilicinn  might 
find  ft  twxivc  fer^oBUnniiw  the  pmetioeinihc  eir- 
cvnaMnnoe mcmioDed  by  Dr.  Fraahlm,  that  *dM 
United  States  are  bectersitualad  tfaaaanr  other  an- 
tion  to  profit  by  princteering.^'  Bntcan  theeni^gfc^ 
coed  legialaton  of  this  cnuntty  dMm  it  propw  t» 
"-do  crvil  that  good  mBveowe?"  Can  any^on- 
siderationa  of  prfflGl  inmce  them  to  eontiDSe  a 
pinctioe  U)  palpably  nniusi  in  jn  natme  and  opcp- 
aiions,  so  ruinous  to  the  morale  of  their  fidbnr- 
citizens,  and  which  fnitiiities  aueh  a  mvWtude  of 
conricts  for  the  State  pr iaona  and  the  gallowa? 

Duringa  time  of  general  pence  it  maynatsmdly 
be  ezfKcted  that  the  raiers  of  Christendom  will 
more  impartially  examine  the  sul^ect,  if  proposed 
to  them,  than  in  a  time  when  their  passions  are 
escitcd  By  war.  The  preeent  state  of  the  ikAA  u^ 
therefore,  deemed  favonble  for  aMom^ishing  the 
object  of  this  memorial. 

In  regard  to  the  best  ooune  for  abolishing  the 
practice  in  qnestion,  your  memorialists  wouR  not 
undertake  to  prescribe,  but  confide  in  the  wisdom 
of  their  Representatives  in  Congress.  They  have 
no  fear  that  bbv  method  will  be  adopted  to  effect 
the  aboirtion  of  priraleoiog,  ^riiich  can  moreett- 
danger  the  best  interests  of  ue  country  than  a  con- 
ttiraence  of  the  custom.  They,  however,  tnoai 
resi>ecifnllyand  fervently  pray  tMiConmsswcmld 
devise  and  adopt  some  irfan  which  sb^  free  out 
nation  from  the  reproach  of  betng  suppmrtets  of  ft 
practice  which  every  enligfatenedmind  must  dep- 
recate snd  abhor. 

The  undersigned  beg  leave  to  close  their  memo- 
rial to  the  honotaUe  Legislature  of  the  United 
States  in  the  wovds  of  Dr.  Franklin,  on  the  same 
subject;  "This  will  bea  happy  improvement  in  the 
law  of  nations.  The  bmnane  and  the  just  can- 
not but  wish  success  io  the  proposition." 

Pi.AtNnBU),  Mabi.,  fin  27, 1619. 
At  an  annual  meeting  of  the  Plainfidd  Peace 
Society,  voted  nnanimoi^y  that  this  menterial  be 
signed  by  (be  president  end  secretary,  and  pi«- 
sented  to  the  Coagrees  of  the  United  States. 

MOSES  HALLECK,  Pnift. 
JACOB  PORTER,  3t^. 
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PAJ3KED  AT    THB    PUIST   aE^SION   OF    THE    SIXTEENTH    CONCIRESBk  BEGUN    JJfD 
HBIifi  At  THE  OITT    OF  WASHINGTON,  MONDAY,  DECBHBBR  6,  iei». 


An-  Act  kutboriiiog  the  tnDBmusion  of  ctttain  Docn- 
meatJ  free  of  poitage. 

4Mm«  (/  tke  JJ-aitti  SUUm  i)f  Ammca  n  CtingMu 
awwtfat^  That  the  MnoberE  or  Congress,  tbe 
DolegMes  {axa  Tenitonei,  the  Sapretar;  of  the 
3«u(e,  Bod  the  Clerk  of  the  Houw  of  Beprescn- 
tati'ts  b^  and  they  are  hereby,  aulhoiized  to 
tewumit,  fees  of  ibceuge,  la  any  post  office  within 
Un  Uaited  Slates,  or  the  Terriloriu  thereof,  any 
doawaeHts  wiiioh  ha¥e  been,  or  may  he,  prialed 
by  «nkr  of  «i(ha  H«iue,  dutiag  the  jwewot  Con- 

****"  JAS.  BARBOUR, 

HENRY  CLAY, 
Sptaitreftht  Hcmat  ^  Jt^nttnMvxi. 
Awvovact  DMcnbat  14, 1819. 

JAMSS  UONAOK. 

An  Act  TDsking  ■  pntiiJ  apptopnttfon  fer  dw  iniHlai; 

Mt>ice  »r  tfae  United  StatN  (br  tka  jtmr  one  Dhhi- 

iMd  flight  hmdrad  Md  twmtj. 

Be  a  enacUd,  f ;.,  That  the  Aitlowiiig  sums  he, 
anil  are  hereby,  appropriated  to  tbe  objects  ho^ia 
specified,  to  wit:  ' 

For  subsistence  of  the  Armjr  of  the  Cnhed 
States,  two  bandred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  national  armories,  fifty-six  thousand 
dollars. 

For  arrearues,  on  the  settlemeutof  outstanding 
claims,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  3.  And  U  ttfinrtber  oKKttd,  Tbat  tfae  said 
sums  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury, 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  January  14, 1620. 

An  Aet  In  additioD  to  tfaa  "Aotmakiasmmp'iatiaai 
fci  tha  MppcM  of  tlM  Nary  of  tke  Vuitad  Statw 
Ibt  tho  yen  one  tbouiaod  eight  hiuidwi  aad  niae- 

Bt  it  maeted,  ^e.,  Tbat  Hie  fotlowing'  lumt,  iu 
additira  to  those  appropriated  by  the  act  to  which 
dlis  is  a  snpplcinent  be,  and  At  same  are  hereby, 
appropriated: 

For  pay  and  sobaistenee  of  tbe  officers,  and  pay 
of  tbe  seamen,  two  hdndwd  and  seTieaty-mee 
thotMmd  one  hundred  dollars. 

For  BtorisioBs,  forfr-OBe  thaoaand  four  hondtad 
dollars. 

For  ntedietces,  hospital  stores,  aad  expenMs  on 


accouDt  of  the  sick,  indading  those  of  the  marine 
corps,  eight  dtousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty 


For  contingent  expenses,  eleven  thousand  ddl- 

FoT  (he  salaries  of  two  agents,  and  a  surv^or, 
appointed  under  the  authority  ot  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  [be  first  March,  one  thousand  eight  buO' 
dred  and  seventeen,  eniitlcd  "An  act  making 
reserration  of  certain  public  lands  to  supply  timr 
ber  for  naval  purposes,^  and  contingent  eipenses 
for  carrying  the  same  into  efiec^  seven  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  bt  it  farther  enaebd,  That  the  sev- 
eral appropriations,  nereinhefore  made,  ahall  be 
piud  out  01  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 


An  Act  mpidemenlary  to  the  act  entitled  "An  act  t« 
regolate  and  flz  the  compenntion  of  the  Cterka  in 
lira  dt&brent  Offices,"  paned  IfaetirBnItMh  of  April, 
one  thoneaDd  aight  hoaired  and  eightaia. 
Be  ii  etiaeua,  fe.,  That  the  authority  given  ih 
the  eighth  section  or  the  abote  recited  act,  to  rt» 
Secretary  of  the  Tfeasury,  to  employ  nine  addi- 
titmal  derks  in  Hie  office  of  tbe  Third  Auditor, 
and  Ihtee  additional  cleric  in  the  office  of  Ae 
Second  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  continued,  ootil  the  thirly-flrst 
day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty,  and  no  longer;  and  tliat  the  sum  ne- 
cessary to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  driri 
act  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  and 
shall  be  paid  ont  of  any  money  m  the  Treasaty 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 
Approved,  Jatmary  11, 16S0. 

An  Act  toaltarthetemaaflhoOaMDrtba  Waatani 
District  of  Virilai*. 
B*atikund,fe..  That  tbe  aearioDsaf  the  Cmtn 
fm  tfafl  JDdkial  dtrtrkt  of  VirciBia  wcet  of  the 
Alkghany  mounlainB,  instead  of  tbe  timei  berato- 
fore  appoiDMd,  ahall  hereafter  be  hoMen  ananafly 
as  Mt»in:  At  Wythe  Conrthaoia  od  tbe  fim 
Mondays  of  May  and  October;  at  Lewisboriir,  ob 
tfae  seoond  Mondays  of  May  and  October ;  and  at 
Clarkdnig,  on  the  foarA  Mondays  of  May  uid 
<ktober;  «iy hnr to  Ibeeootrary notwithstanding. 
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Sbo.  2.  AaAUU  fttrthtr  maeted.  That  all  pro- 
cesses which  maf  nave  issued,  or  may  hereafter 
inue,  reiuroable  to  the  oext  succeediiig  terms  as 
heretofore  established,  shall  be  held  returDsUe, 
and  be  retarned,  to  those  terma  to  wbicb  thejr  are 
•everalty  cbansed  by  this  act. 

Approred,  Febroary  10,  1830. 

An  Act  making  ■ppropriition*  to  •applj'  the  drltdincj 

in  iha  appropriation ■  bcrctulbra  mads^rar  the  com- 

plclion  or  tbe  rapain  of  ihe  north  anil  aoulh  wingi 

of  the  Oapitnl,  fjr  furniabing  the  Pre*i<lenl'a  Houac, 

and  the  erFcLion  of  iwo  nuir  Eiauntita  oSce*. 

Be  it  maeted,  ^c,  That,  for  the  purpose  of  lup- 

plying  the  deiicieucv  in  the  appropriations  hereto- 

tore  made,  for  compleiiog  the  repairs  of  the  north 

and  south  wings  of  the  Capitol,  for  finishing  the 

President's  house,  and  the  erection  of  two  new 

Executive  offices,  the  following  sums  be,  and  the 

same  are  hereby,  Tespeccively  appropriated,  that  is 

For  completing  the  repairs  of  the  north  and 
south  wings  of  tne  Capitol,  the  sum  of  serenty- 
five  thousand  dollars. 

For  finishing  the  President's  house,  Ihe  snm  of 
thirteen  thousand  one  hundred  and  sereoly-four 
dollars  and  sixty-siz  cents. 

For  erecting  two  new  Executive  offices,  the 
Bum  of  eleven  thousand  and  fifteen  dollars  and 

Sac.  2.  Aiui  be  it  further  tnaiA»d,  That  the  said 
several  sums  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  February  1(),  1820. 


Be  it  rniacUd,  ^.,  That  the  Register  of  the 
Treasury  shall,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  annually  prepare  statistical 
accounts  of  the  commerce  of  the  United  States 
-with  foreign  countries,  for  each  preceding  year; 
which  accounts  shall  be  laid  before  Congress,  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  first  Mon- 
day in  December  in  every  year,  or  as  Mon  after 
as  possible. 

Sec.  2.  J«d  be  it  fUrtitr  enaded.  That  such  ac- 
counts shall  comprehend  and  state  all  soods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  exported  from  the  United  States 
to  other  countries ;  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, imported  into  the  United  States  from  other 
countries;  and  all  navigation  employed  in  the 
foreign  trade  of  the  United  Slates;  which  facts 
shall  be  slated  according  to  the  principles  and  in 
tbe  manner  hereby  directed. 

Sec.  3.  Aadbe  H  furOier  twicted,  Thai  the  kinds. 

rintities,  and  values,  of  all  articles  exported,  and 
kinds,  quantities,  and  values,  of  all  articles  im- 
ported, shall  be  distinctly  slated  io  xuch  accounts; 
except  in  cases  in  which  it  may  appear  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  that  separate  statements  of 
the  species,  quantities,  or  values,  of  any  particular 
article  would  swell  tbe  annual  statentents  without 
niiliiy ;  aod,  in  such  cases,  the  kinds  and  total 
values  of  suoh  articleB  shall  be  stated  together,  or 


in  sueh  classes  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurr 
mar  think  fit 

Sbo.  4.  A'od  ht  it  fMier  enaeltd,  That  the  ex- 
ports shall  be  so  stated,  as  to  show  the  exports  to 
each  foreign  country,  and  their  values;  and  that 
the  imports  shall  be  so  stated,  as  to  show  the  im- 
ports from  each  foreign  country,  and  their  values. 

Sac.  5.  AndhcitfMkertnaeted,  That  the  exports 
shall  besostated,as  to  show  separately,  the  exports 
of  articles  of  tbe  prodoction  or  manufacture  of  the 
United  States,  and  their  values;  and  the  exports 
of  articles  of  the  production  or  manufacture  of  for- 
eign countries,  and  their  values. 

Sbc.  6.  And  be  it  further  enaettd,  That  the  navi- 
gation emploved  in  the  foreign  trade  of  the  United 
States,  shall  te  stated  in  such  manner,  as  to  show 
the  amount  of  tbe  tonnage  of  all  vessels  departtng 
from  the  United  Slates  for  foreign  countries ;  bdo, 
separately,  tbe  amount  of  such  tonnage  of  Testis 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  amount  of  such  ton- 
nage of  foreign  vesseLi ;  and  »[>c  the  foreign  na- 
tions to  which  socb  foreign  tonnage  belongs,  and 
the  amount  of  such  tonnage  bdonging  to  each 
foreign  nation :  and  in  such  manner  as  a&o  to  show 
the  amount  of  the  tonnage  of  all  vessels  departing 
for  every  rarticutar  foreign  country,  with  which 
IheUnited  States  haveany  considerable  commerce; 
and,  separately,  the  amount  of  such  tonnage. of 
vessels  of  the  United  States,  and  Ihe  amount  of 
such  tonnage  of  foreign  vessels :  and  io  such  man- 
ner as  to  show  the  amount  of  the  tonnage  of  all 
vessels  arriving  in  tbe  United  States  from  for«git 
countries ;  ana,  separately,  the  amount  of  such 
tonnage  of  vesselB  of  the  United  States,  and  tbe 
amount  of  such  tonnage  of  foreign  vessels ;  and, 
also,  tbe  foreign  nations  to  which  such  foreign 
tonnage  belongs,  and  the  amount  of  such  tonnage 
belonging  to  each  foreign  nation :  and,  in  sueh 
manner,  as  also  to  show  ihe  amount  of  the  tonnage 
of  ell  vessels  arriving  from  every  particular  for- 
eign country,  with  which  the  United'Siates  hare 
any  considerable  commerce;  and,  separately,  the 
amount  of  such  tonnage  of  vessels  of  tbe  United 
Stateti,  and  the  amount  of  such  tonnage  of  foreign 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enaOtd.  That  the  kinds 
and  quantities  of  all  imported  articles  free  fromdnty 
shall  be  ascertained  by  entry  made  upon  oath  ot 
affirmation  by  the  owner,  or  by  the  consi^ee  or 
agent  of  tbe  importer ;  or  by  actual  examination, 
where  the  collector  shall  think  such  examination 
necessary  :  and  that  the  values  of  all  such  ariictes 
shall  be  ascertained  in  tbe  same  manner,  in  which 
tbe  values  of  imports  subject  to  duties  ad  Talorem 
are  ascertained. 

Sec  e.  And  be  U ^Tiller  enacted,  That  the  valuea 
of  all  imported  articles  sul^ect  to  speei&c  duties 
shall  be  ascertained  in  the  manner  id  which  the 
values  of  imports  subject  to  duties  ad  valoiem  are 
ascertained. 

Sbc.  9.  And  be  it  JMher  enaeltd,  That  the  col- 
lectors sliall  keep  separate  accounts  of  the  kioih, 
quantities,  and  values  of  such  parts  of  tbe  imports 
subject  to  dnties  uA  valorem,  as  may  be  directed 
by  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Sic.  10.    And  be   it  fmHur  enaeted,    That  all 
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■iticles  exported  ihall  be  valued  at  their  actoal 
Cfist,  OT  die  Talaea  wbich  they  may  truly  bear,  at 
the  time  of  exportation,  in  the  ports  of  the  United 
Sutes,  from  wbich  they  are  exported :  and  that 
all  articles  imported  shall  be  valtied  at  their  actual 
coit,  or  the  values  wbich  they  may  truly  bear  in 
the  forei^  ports  from  which  they  are  exported  for 
impoitaiioD  into  the  United  States,  at  the  time  of 
aueh  exportation. 

Sec.  LI.  And  be  it  fariher  enadtd,  That,  before 
a  clearance  sbati  be  granted  lor  any  Tessel  bound 
to  a  foreigii  place,  the  ownen,  shippen,  or  con- 
signors, oTthe  cargo  on  board  of  sucb  vessel,  iJiall 
deliver  to  the  collector  manifests  of  the  car^,  or 
the  parts  thereof,  shipped  by  tbem  respectirety, 
and  shall  reiify  the  same  by  oath  or  affirmHtion  ; 
and  sucb  manifests  shall  specify  the  kinds  and 
(quantities  of  the  articles  shipped  by  them  respec- 
tively, and  the  value  of  the  total  quantity  of  each 
kind  of  articles ;  and  tnich  oath  or  affirmation  shall 
state  that  suoh  manifest  contains  a  full,  just,  aod 
true  account  of  all  articles  laden  on  board  of  such 


truly  stated,  according  to  their  actual  . 
values  which  they  trttiy  bear  at  the  port  and  lime 
at  exportation;  and,  before  a  cleamnce  shal)  be 
granted  for  any  such  vexsel,  the  master  of  every 
such  vessel,  aod  the  owaers,  shippers,  and  consign' 
ors  of  the  cargo,  shall  state,  upon  oath  or  affirma- 
tion, to  the  collecior,  the  foreign  place  or  country 
in  which  such  cargo  ts  inily  intenaed  to  be  landed ; 
and  the  said  oath  or  affirmation  shall  be  taken  and 
rabscribed  in  writing. 

Sac.  1:2.  Aiid  6#  it  ftirthtr  amdei,  That  every 
collector  shall  keep  an  accurate  account  of  the 
nationalcbaractersand  tonnage  of  all  vesselswhich 
depart  from  his  district  for  foreign  connlries,  and 
of  the  foreign  places  or  countKes  for  which  such 
Teasels  depart  I  aod,  also,  an  accurate  account  of 
the  national  characters  aod  tonnage  of  all  vessels 
which  enter  his  district  from  foreign  countries,  aod 
of  the  foreign  places  or  countries  nom  which  snch 

8eo.  13.  And  be  it  further  matted^  That  the  ser- 
enl  cotlcctttfa  shall  make  quarter  yearly  returns  to 
the  Regiater  of  the  Treasury,  of  all  the  facts  and 
malterswhich  they  are  hereby  required  toaieertaiiL 

Sac.  14.  AndbtitfiittKerMa^id,  That  the  8ec- 
ratary  of  the  Treasury  shall  give  such  directions 
to  the  collector*,  and  prescribe  such  rales  and  forms 
to  be  observed  hy  them,  as  may  appear  to  him  pro- 
per lor  attaining  the  objects  of  this  act :  Prondtd, 
That  such  directions  or  rules  shall  not  be  contrary 
to  the  provisions  of  any  law  of  the  United  States. 

Skc.  15.  Andbe it flaiAtrenaOtd,  Thattheforms 
of  the  annual  statements  hereby  required  shall  be 
determined  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who 
shall  prescribe  such  forms  as  may  be  proper  to 
exhibit  the  facts  hereby  required  to  be  stated  in  the 
clearest  manner,  aod  to  show  the  actual  state  of 
commerce  and  navigation  between  the  United 
States  and  foreign  countries  in  each  year. 

Sbc  16.  AtidbcitJ\trtbtrmacUd,  That  this  act 
shall  be  in  force  from  the  30th  day  of  September 
ikeU^ — f  A{^in>ved,  February  10, 1630.] 


An  Act  for  the  admiHiOD  of  lb*  State  of  Maine  Intatba 

Whereas,  by  an  act  of  (he  State  of  Massachu- 
setts, passed  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  June^  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen, 
entitled  "An  act  relating  to  the  separation  of  the 
District  of  Maine  from  Massachusetts  proper,  and 
forming  the  same  into  a  separate  and  independent 
State,"  the  people  of  that  jMirt  of  Massachusetts 
heretofore  known  as  the  District  of  Maine,  did. 
with  the  consent  of  the  Legislature  of  the  saia 
State  of  Massachusetts,  form  themselves  into  ao 
independent  State,  and  did  establish  a  constitution  ' 
for  the  government  of  the  same,  agreeably  to  the 
provisions  of  the  said  act — Therefore, 

Be  it  enadtd,  f  c.  Thai,  from  and  after  the  fif- 
teenth day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty,  the  Slate  of  Maine  is  hereby  declared 
to  be  one  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and 
admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  States,  in  all  respects  whatever. 

Approved,  Marcn  3,  1820. 

An  Act  to  remit  the  datirs  an  the  statue  of  George 
WuhiDglon. 

Bt  U  macttdy  fc  That  the  duties  which  have 
accrued,  or  may  aoenie,  to  the  United  Slatae,  upon 
the  importation  of  a  statoe  of  Qeorge  WashifiMon, 
by  order  and  for  the  use  of  the  Sute  of  North 
Carolina,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  remitted. 

Approved,  Febroary  24, 1830. 


An  Act  Airther  tc 

Bt  it  eaadtd,  f  c,  That  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  and  the  act 
supplementary  to  the  same,  passed  on  the  twenty- 
fourth  of  February,  one  ihousaud  eight  hundred 
and  four,  aod  the  act  entitled  "An  act  further  to 
amend  the  charter  of  the  City  of  Washington," 
be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  extended  to  the  tbiid 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-one,  unless  sooner  repealal. 

Approved,  February  28, 1B20. 

An  Act  slteriiiB  the  jikaet  of  hoCding  Ihadrcnit  and 
district  canrl  in  the  district  of  Ohio. 

B*  it  enaeUd,  ^.,  That  the  circuit  court  in  and 
for  the  district  of  Ohio  ahaU,  from  and  after  the 
passage  of  this  act,  be  held  at  Columbus,  in  said 
district,  on  the  first  Mondays  of  September  and 
January,  in  each  and  every  vear;  and  that  all 
causes,  actions,  suits,  prooesa,  pleadings,  and  other 
proceedings,  of  every  description,  that  are,  or  shall 
oe,  existing  or  depending  in  the  said  circuit  court 
shall  be  continued  over  and  returnable  Jo  the  said 
circuit  court,  to  be  held  at  Columbus  as  aforesaid, 
and  shall  be  proceeded  with  in  doe  form  of  law. 

8BC.2.  AndbeitfiaihtrettaatiL  That  the  district 
court,  in  and  for  the  district  of  Ohio,  shall,  from 
and  afW  the  passage  of  this  act,  be  held  at  Co- 
lumbus, in  said  district,  on  the  second  Mondays  of 
September  and  January,  e«eh  andevery  year ;  sad 
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-Ikit  all««tiMa,  MUODs^suiia,  pM>e«sa,  pleadinga,  and 
other  proceedings  of  ewry  description,  that  are  or 
akftli  be  Eiiftiog  or  depenJiog  in  the  said  diatrict 
aaurc,  shall  becanUoued  over  and  returnable  to  the 
•aid  district  court,  to  'be  holdea  at  Columbus  as 
^eresaid,  aad  shall  ba  proceeded  wiib  m  due  foEoi 
of  taw. 

Approved,  Match  4, 18!i0. 

An  Act  to  continiH  in  forca  fi)T  a  further  time  the 

act  entitled  "An  lot  liti  ertablialiiDB  trading -b»uiM 

^tb  Ibe  IbdiMi  tribal." 

Be  a  irntuied,  fc,  That  the  aot,  entitled  '-An  act 
for  establishing  tradiog-bonses  with  the  Indian 
trib^,"  passed  on  tbe  second  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  handled  and  eleven,  and  which 
Iras,  bf  snfaseqnent  acts,  continued  in  force  until 
the  first  day  of  March,  one  tboassnd  eight  hun- 
iitA  and  nreiitr,  shall  oe,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
ftirther  continneil  in  force  until  the  third  day  of 
March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
one,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  March  4, 1890. 

An  Act  to  mlhariu  the  people  of  MMioari  Territory 
'  t»  iDm  >coBMitBlion  »4  eiatv  fovanmaDt,  and 

to  thaiadniiMioD  of  uvk  State  inM  ibe  Unian  on 
.    M«^  iwtiBB  Kith  tk«  sHglaal  Htataa,  mi  ta 

fMliihk  alaterr  in  eaitun  tamtoROi. 

Be  U  iHofttd,  Se.,  That  tfa«  inhahUanti  of  that 
portion  of  the  Missoari  Territory  incloded  with- 
in the  boundaries  hereinafter  dea^naied,  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  authorised  to  iorm  for  ihem- 
selvea  a  constitution  and  Stale  Kovemment,  and 
to  assume  auch  name  as  ihey  shtul  deem  proper; 
and  the  said  Stale,  when  £>rmed,  shall  be  admitted 
into  the  Union,  npon  an  egiiai  footing  with  the 
original  States,  in  all  respects  whatsoever. 

Sec.  2.  And  bt  H/ntther  enacted,  That  the  said 
Slate  shall  coosist  of  all  the  territory  included 
within  the  following^  boundaries,  to  wit:  Begin- 
ding'in  the  middle  of  the  Mississippi  river,  on  Che 
parallel  of  thirty-six  degrees  of  north  latitude; 
thence,  west,  along  that  parallel  of  latitude  to  the 
St.  Francois  river ;  thence  up,  and  following  the 
course  of  thai  river,  in  the  middle  of  the  main 
channel  thereof,  to  theparallel  of  latitude  of  thirty- 
ant  <kMte  aM  thirty  fninuMi ;  thence,  west, 
along  the  nme,  to  a  point  where  the  wA  parallel 
j»ifiWrMote('  '  -■■■.■ 

the  middle 

where  tbe  Htine  es^tiea  into  Ihe  Missouri  riret ; 
dHuaa^  from  the  point  aier«»aid,  north,  alaaf[  Ihe 
Mid  meridian  line,  to  the  interMciioQ  of  ihe  par- 
eUel  (rf  latitude  which  pMsses  through  the  rapids 
of  tha  rirer  De»  Moiaee,  raaitiog  the  aaid  tioe  t« 
«aH«sBOB<l  with  ifae Indian  bouadary  line  ;  ihence, 
cMl,  Hom  the  point  of  interseciion  last  aforasaid, 
aJoftg  tkc  said  paraihi  of  lailtude,  to  the  middle 
of  tllechannti  of  the  main  fork  of  the  said  river 
Das  Moiaet ;  thence  down,  and  along  the  middle 
of  the' main  channel  of  the  said  river  Ues  Moines, 
(0  the  month  of  the  aamtv  whece  it  eonptiea  into 
(faa  Minueippi  river;  ihenoe.  due  east,  lo  th* mid- 
die  of.  the  mein  chaanel  of  MiMissiftpi  river; 


thence,  dowa,  aad  fbllowiny  the  oootM  of  tiie  Mie- 
Nssippi  river,  in  the  middle  of  the  main  ebanitel 
thraeaf,  to  the  place  of  beginning :  JVceidid;  The 
seid  State  aball  ratify  the  bouedaries  aforesaid : 
And  provided,  ai»o^  That  tike  said  Slate  sh^  have 
concurrent  jurisdiction  oa  the  river  Missit^ppi, 
and  every  other  river  bordering  on  the  said  State, 
M  far  as  the  said  rivers  ikaQ  forra  a  eommoa 
boundary  to  the  said  State;  and  any  other  Sttle 
or  Stales,  now  or  hereafter  to  be  formed  and 
bounded  by  the  same,  such  rivers  to  be  conunon 
to  both  J  ai^  thai  the  rivet  Mississippi,  and  the 
navigable  rivers  and  waters  leadiBgiiuo  Ibeaaitte, 
^all  be  conitBoe  highwaya,  and  forever  ftee,  a> 
wiJl  to  the  inbabilants  of  the  said  State  as  lo  oUmi 
citizens  of  the  United  Slates,  without  tmy  tai^ 
duly,  impost,  er  toll,  thereftv,  impoaed  by  tlfe  «eid 
Slate. 

Sec.  3.  A)td  be.  U  /artiier  mathi.  That  all  free 
wlkile  male  eilizenk  of  the  United  Stales,  frtia 
shall  have  arrired  at  the  aoe  of  Iwenty-eoeyesns 
and  have  lealded  in  said  TerriAiry  luee  moiitfht 
pKvioaa  lo  the  day  of  election,. and  all  othdr  per- 
tons  qualified  to  vote  for  repreacaiaiives  to  the 
Qeneral  Assembly  of  the  said  Territory,  shall  be 
^aeiified  to  he  elected,  and  they  aie  heceby  quali- 
fied and  anthoriiied  to  ¥Ote,  and  chooeereproeDt- 
alives  lo  form  a  convention,  who  shall  be  eppai>- 
tioDed  amos^t  the  several  eouatice,  as  follows  : 

From  the  county  of  Howard,  are  lepresenia- 
tive*.  From  the  county  of  Coooer,  three  repte- 
sentativei.  From  the  county  of  HontgomHy,  two 
represeD  Is  lives.  From  the  county  <^  Pike,  one 
representative.  From  the  county  of  Lincoln,  one 
representative.  From  the  cMinty  of  St.  Charles, 
three  representativea.  From  the  coBoty  of  Frank- 
lin, one  representative.  From  the  oounty  of  St 
Louia,  eight  representatives.  From  the  county  of 
Jefferson,  one  representative.  From  the  county 
of  Waflhington,  three  tepreKatativee.  From  Ite 
county  of  St.  Genevieve,  four  repreeeutattveB. 
From  the  county  of  Madison,  one  tepresentative: 
From  the  county  of  Cape  Girardeau,  five  npK- 
senCatives.  '  From  the  county  of  New  Madrid,  two 
lepresentatiTes.  From  theecuoly'af  W«*ne,and 
that  portion  of  the  oonaty  of  LaWrfnee  inat  falb 
wilbm  the  boundaries  bmin;  designated,  one  rep- 
reoenUtive. 

And  the  election  ibr  the  rcpreaaMa tires  afore- 
said shall  be  holdes  on  die  first  Monday,  and  two 
attoeeedia^  daysof  MayneKtjthiniidKwt  tfaesere- 
lal  counties  aforesaid  ht  the  said  Temtory,  and 
shall  be  inevery  nespeot  held  andeondactedia  the 
same  manner,  and  under  the  same  re^datiow,  as 
is  prCHCribed  by  the  tews  of  the  said  Tcrritnty 
rc^ulaiitia  dtciions  therein,  for  membecs  of  the 
General  AssenUy,  except  tlut  the  reRvns  of  t^ 
election  in  tiiat  portion  of  Lawrenoe  county  in- 
cluded in  the  boundaries  aforesaid,  shall  be  made 
to  the  county  of  Wayne,  as  is  provided  in  otto 
oases  under  the  laws  of  said  Territory. 

Sno.  4.  Aitd  b»'it  flirthrr  Bnatltd,  That  themcm- 
bers  of  the  oonveation  thus  duly  elected,  shall  be, 
aoid  they,  are  hereby,  attthorized  to  meet  at  tbe  scat 
of  gavernment  of  said  Territory,  on  the  seaond 
Monday  of  the  month  of  Jonenezt;  and  the  mid 
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coDrestico,  when  so  uscmblad,  shall  hare  power 
and  autlionty  to  ad^uia  lo  any  other  place  iti  the 
said  Territory,  which  to  them  sh>U  seem  best  for 
th«  coQvenieat  traosaction  of  thar  business ;  a&d 
which  conTention,  when  so  met,  shall  first  deter- 
mine, by  a  majority  of  the  whole  Dumber  elected, 
whether  it  be,  or  be  not,  expedient  at  that  time  lo 
form  a  constitution  and  State  government  for  the 
people  within  the  said  Territwy,  as  iocluded 
within  the  boundaries  above  deNgnated  ;  and,  if 
it  be  deemed  expedient,  the  convention  shall  be, 
and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  form  a  constitution 
and  State  eorernment;  or,  if  it  be  deemed  mOEe 
expedient,  the  said  coaventioD  shall  piOTide  by 
ordinance  for  electing  represealalives  to  form  a 
destitution  or  frame  of  government ;  which  said 
representatives  shall  be  chosen  in  such  manna, 
and  in  such  ptoportioo,  as  they  shall  deswoaie; 
and  shall  meet  at  such  time  and  place  as  s^Il  be 
prescribed  by  the  said  ordinanoe ;  and  shall  then 
ibrm  for  the  people  of  said  Territtuy,  within  tlw 
boundaiies  aforesaid,  a  coastitution  and  Slate  gov- 
ernaieat:  Provided,  That  the  Eame,  whenever 
forjood,  KhalL  be  republican,  aad  not  Kpugoant  tq 
the  Constitution  of  the  Uoiled  States ;  Mtd  that 
the  Legi^tore  of  said  Btate  shall  never  iBterfere 
witb  the  jvimanr  disposal  of  the  soil  by  the  United 
States,  nor  with  any  regulations  Congress  may 
Sod  necessary  for  securing  the  title  in  sucK  soil  to 
the  bona  fidt  purchasers ;  and  that  no  tax  shall  be 
imposed  on  lands  tbe  propoty  of  the  United 
Stales;  aad  in  no  case  aWl aoa-reaident  proprie- 
tors be  taxed  higher  than  residents. 

Sue.  5.  And  bt  itfarthtr  eitacttd,  That,  until  the 
next  general  census  shall  be  taken,  the  said  State 
shall  De  entitled  to  one  representative  in  tbe  House 
of  RepresentatiTes  of  the  United  States. 

Sgo.  6.  And  be  ii  furtk^  maeUd,  That  the  fol- 
lowing propositions  be,  and  tbe  same  are  hereby, 
offered  to  the  convention  of  the  said  Territory  of 
Missouri^  when  formed,  for  their  free  acceptance 
or  rejection,  which,  if  accepted  by  the  convention, 
shall  be  obligatory  upon  the  United  States. 

FirvL  That  section  numb^'ed  sizteen  in  everv 
township,  and  when  such  seati(»  h«s  been  solo, 
or  otherwise  disposed  of,  other  lands  equivalent 
theeeto.  and  as  contiguous  as  may  be^  shall  be 
granted  to  the  State  for  the  use  of  uie  inhabitants 
of  sucti  township  for  the  use  of  schools. 

Seeimd.  That  all  salt  springs,  not  exceeding 
twelve  in  number,  with  pit  sectionsof  land  ao- 
joiaing  to  each,  shall  be  granted  to  the  said  Slate. 
tor  the  use  of  Mtd  State,  the  same  to  be  selected 
by  the  L^islatuie  of  the  said  State,  on  or  before 
-tte  fitst  day  of  January,  in  the  year  oae  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-five,  and  the  seme, when 
BO  selected,  to  be  used  under  such  terots,  condi- 
tions, and  r^ulations,  as  the  Legislature  of  said 
State  shall  direct :  Pvtaided,  That  no  salt  spring, 
the  right  whereof  now  is,  or  hereafter  shall  be, 
conBrmed  or  adjudged  to  any  individual  or  indi-. 
viduals,  shall,  by  this  section,  be  granted  to  said 
State;  At>d  proeided,  aleo,  That  the  Legislatuie : 
shall  never  sell  or  lease  the  same,  at  any  o&e'time,, 
tor  a  loDAFT  period  than  tan  years,  without. the. 
consent  of  Congress. 


Third.  That  five  per  c«nL  of  ttte  nctproowdraf 
the  ^e  of  lands  lying  within  tbe  said  Territory, 
or  State,  and  wuch  ^all  be  sold  by  Cc«^ess, 
from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January  next,  afiei 
deducting  all  expenses  incident  to  the  same,  dtall 
be  reserved  for  mahing  rablie  roads  and  canals,  of 
which  three-fifths  shall  oe  applied  to  those  objects 
within  the  State,  under  the  direction  of  the  Le^s- 
lature  thereof;  and  the  other  two-fifths  in  defray- 
ing, under  the  direction  of  Congress,  the  expenses 
to  De  incurred  in  making  of  a  road  or  roads,  canal 
or  canals,  leading  to  the  said  State. 

FovTth.  That  four  entire  sections  of  land  be,  and 
the  same  are  hereby,  granted  to  the  said  State,  for 
Ae  purpose  of  fixing  tbeir  seat  of  govern  meal  there- 
on, which  said  sections  shall,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Legislature  of  said  State,  be  located,  as 
near  as  may  be,  in  one  body,  at  any  time,  in  such 
townships  and  ranges  as  the  Legislature  aforesaid 
may  select,  on  any  of  the  public  lands  of  the  Uni- 
ted States:  Providtd,  That  such  locations  shall  be 
made  prior  to  the  public  mle  of  the  lands  of  the 
Uoiled  States  surroonding  sncfa  location. 

Fi/lh.  That  thirty-six  seetiou^  or  one  entire 
townibip,  which  shall  be  desgnatcd  by  the  Piesi- 
deni  of  the  United  States,  tosether  iriih  the  othar 
lands  haetofine  reterred  for  that  puiMM^  sh«U 
he  reaeived  for  the- use  of  a  wtnhutry  of  Uaaiog, 
and  vested  in  th«  Legialatwe  of  e«d  State,  to  be 
appropriated  solely  for  the  use  of  ssoh  seminary 
l^  the  said  Legislature:  FretidtA,  Tbai  the  five 
foregoing  pr^ositioos  hoein  offered,  ace  on  the 
condition  that  the  coBveation  of  Iha  satd  Statu 
ahall  provide,  by  an  ordiuance,  inevouble  intb- 
out  the  consent  of  the  United  States,  that  every 
and  each  tract  of  land  sold  by  the  United  Statea 
from  and  atW  the  first  day  of  January  next,  shall 
remain  exempt  from  any  tax  laid  bv  order  or  un- 
der the  authority  of  tbe  State,  wheiner  for  Btete, 
county,  or  township,  or  any  olbei  purpose  what- 
ever, for  the  tern  of  five  years  from  and  after  the 
day  of  sole:  And /inther,  That  the  bounty  ludi 
granted,  or  hereafW  to  be  granted,  for  military  ser- 
vices diniua  the  late  war,  shall,  while  they  cou* 
tinue  to  behehl  by  tbe  patentees,  or  thair  heira, 
remain  exempt  as  aforesaid  from  taxation  for  tke 
term  of  three  years  fpem  and  after  the  date  of  tite 
paten Li  respectively. 

Sac.  7.  Jndbtit  /\^Aermatt»d,  T^.ia  casa 
a  constitution  and  State  goveronient  shall  b* 
ibrmed  for  the  people  of  the  said  Territory  of  His- 
■auri,  the  said  cooveation  or  repnaanlativea,  as 
soon  thereafter  as  mar  be,  sball  cause  a  true  and 
attested  copy  of  suck  constitution,  or  frame  oS 
State  goveramenl,  a«  sbaU  be  focaed  or  provided, 
to  be  transmitted  to  Congress. 

Sue.  8.  And  be  it  fmiitrtnatM,  That  in  all 
thM  Icrritoty  ceded  by  Pmuae  to  tbe  United  &l«ta, 
under  the  name  of  Loniuana,  which  lies  norlb  of 
thirty-six  degrees  and  thirty  minutes  niyth  laii- 
tude,  not  inclnded  within  the  limits  of  the  Slate 
aont«ii}^ted  by  this  act,  riavery  and  involuntary 
servitude,  otherwise  than  in  the  moisbmvDt  of 
crimes,  wherei^  tbe  parties  shall  nave  been  diily 
convicted,  shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  forever  prohib* 
iled  :    Provided  alua^,  That  any  pnson  eacifit^ 
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into  the  Matt,  from  whom  labor  or  service  is  law- 
fully claimed,  in  any  State  or  Territory  of  the 
United  !:)tales,  such  fugitive  nuy  be  lawfully  re- 
claimed, and  conveyed  to  the  person  claintiag  his 
or  ber  labor  or  services  as  aforesaid. 
Approved,  March  6,  1820. 


Be  U  enacted,  ^c,  That,  during  the  present  and 
every  subsequpol  session  of  Congress,  a(l  letters  and 
packets  to  aod  from  the  President  of  the  Senate 
pro  leiaport,  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
rcsea  la  lives,  for  the  time  beine,  shall  be  received 
and  conveyed  by  mail,  free  of  postace,  under  the 
same  restrictions  as  are  provided  by  Taw  with  re- 
spect to  letters  and  packets  to  and  from  the  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Approved,  March  13, 1820. 

Ad  Act  to  provida  for  taking  tfa<  fourth  cui>di  or 
enumeraiioR  of  the  inbabitaota  of  the  United  Stata, 
■od  Sai  Dtber  parpOHL 

BeitmaOad,^.,  Thattfaemarshalsoftfaeseveral 
disCrictB  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  and  of  the  Territories  of  Missouri, 
Michigao,  and  Arkansas,  respectively,  shall  be, 
and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  and  required,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and 
according  (o  such  instructions  as  he  shall  give,  pur- 
suant to  thia  act,  to  cause  the  number  of  tbe  in- 
habitants within  their  respective  districts  and  ter- 
ritories to  be  takeo,  omittm^,  in  such  enumeration, 
Indians  doI  taxed,  and  distinguish  ins  free  person^ 
including  those  t>ound  to  service  for  a  term  of 
years,  from  all  others  j  distinguishing,  also,  the 
sues  and  colors  of  free  persons,  and  the  free  males 
under  ten  years  of  age ;  those  of  ten  years  and 
under  sixteen  ;  those  of  sixteen  aod  under  twenty- 
six  ;  those  of  twenty-six  and  under  forly-fire ; 
and  those  of  forty-Gve  and  upwards;  and,  also, 
distinguishing  free  females  under  ten  years  of  age ; 
those  of  ten  and  under  sixteen ;  those  of  sixteen 
and  under  twenly-sii ;  those  of  twenty-six  and 
under  forty-five ;  and  those  of  forty-fire  and  op- 
wards  ;  and  also  distinguishing  the  number  of 
persons  engaged  in  agriculture,  commerce,  and 
manufactures,  respectively.  For  effecting  which 
the  marshals  aforesaid  shall  have  power,  and 
they  are  hereby,  respectively,  authorized  and  re- 
quired, to  appoint  one  or  more  assistants  in  each 
county  and  city,  in  their  reipective  districts 
and  territories,  residents  of  the  county  and  city 
for  which  they  shall  be  appointed,  and  shall  essig:n 
a  certain  division  to  each  of  the  said  assistants, 
which  division  shall  not  consist  of  more  than 
county  or  city,  hut  may  include  one  or  more  to  . , 
townships,  wards,  hundreds,  or  parishes,  plainly 
and  distinctly  bounded  by  water  courses,  moon- 
tains,  public  roads,  or  other  monuments.  And  tbe 
said  enumeration  shall  be  made  by  an  actual  inqoi- 

Sat  every  dwelling-house,  or  of  the  head  of  every 
mily,  and  not  otherwise.  The  marshals  and 
their  assistants  Khali,  respectively,  take  an  oath  or 
affirmation  before  some  judge  or  justice  of  the 


peace,  resident  within  their  respective  districts  or 
rritories,  before  they  enter  on  the  duties  requited 
'  this  act.  The  oath  or  affirmation  of  the  inar- 
al  shall  be  as  follows:   "  I,  A  B,  marshal  of  tiie 

district  of ,  do  solemnly  swear,  (or  affinn,) 

that  I  will  well  and  truly  cause  to  be  made  a  just 
and  perfect  enumeration  and  description  of  all  per- 
sonsresident  within  my  district,  (or  territory,)  and 
also  an  account  of  the  manufactures,  except  boose- 
hold  manufactures,  and  return  the  same  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  Stale,  agreeably  to  the  directions  of  an 
act  of  Coneress,  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  for 
taking  the  fourth  census  or  enumeration  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses,' according  to  the  best  of  my  abilitv."  Tbe 
oath  or  affirmation  of  an  assistant  shall  be,  "  I, 
A  B,  do  solemnly  swear,  (or  affirm,)  that  I  will 
make  a  just  and  perfect  enumeration  and  descrip- 
tion of  all  persons  resident  within  the  division 
assigned  to  me  for  that  purpose,  by  the  marshal  of 

,  and,  also,  an  account  of  the  manufactures, 

except  household  manufactures,  and  make  due  le- 
lurn  thereof  to  the  said  marshal,  agreeably  to  the 
directions  of  tbe  act  of  Congress,  entitled  'An  act 
to  provide  for  taking  the  lourth  census  or  enumer- 
ation of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,'  and 
for  other  purposes,'  acccnrding  to  tbe  best  of  my 
abilities."  The  enumeration  shall  commence  on 
the  first  Monday  of  Augnst,  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twenty,  and  shall  close 
within  six  calendar  months  thereafter.  Tbe  sev- 
eral assistants  shall,  within  the  said  six  months, 
transmit  to  the  marshals,  by  whom  they  shall  re- 
spectively be  appointed,  accurate  returns  of  all 
persons,  except  Indians  not  taxed,  within  their  re- 
spective divisions ;  which  returns  shall  be  made 
in  a  schedule,  distinguishing  in  each  county,  city, 
town,  township,  ward,  or  parish,  the  several  fami- 
lies, by  the  names  of  their  master,  mistress,  stew- 
ard, overseer,  or  other  principal  person  ihereiii,  in 
the  manner  following:  The  number  of  persoDi 

within  my  division,  consisting  of ,  appears  in 

a  schedule  hereto  annexed,  Gnbscribed  by  me  this 

. day  of ,  in  the  year  one  thQusand  eight 

bundred  and  tweniy.    A  B,  assistant  to  ike  mar- 
Schedule  of  the  whole  number  of  persons  witbm 
the  division  allotted  to  A  B : 


city,  itbers  the  famil;  raddM. 

N*m»  dT  beadii  of  fsmlliPt. 

Frea  while  maler  nndsr  tan  years. 

Free  while  milfs  of  len  and  aniler  nitecD. 

Frca  nbita  malea  of  liileen  and  under  Iwentjiix, 
tDcluding  hoadt  of  families. 

- 

Frea  nbits  main  of  Iwentj-aix  and  auder  fbny- 

Fres  nbiu  m ilea  of  furiy -five  and  upwards,  in- 
cluding heads  of  faniiUes. 

1  Free  irbite  remsles  under  lea  ytv  ul*  age. 

Fieo  whits  frmeln  of  ten  and  ander  nxtnn. 

six.  including  heads  of  famili.*. 
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fi*a.  iDclndini  hndi  of  ftmilin. 

Free  whiu  ftmalM  of  fattj-A-'t,  uiil  upwudi,  in- 
dudiilK  hiidi  of  fimyiei. 

SLAVES. 

1  MslFa  ander  fouTlcea. 

i\*\t»  of  tnenLyiix  ind  under  forty-five. 

M>Jei  of  fart]>-G*e  and  apwudi. 

remnlet  of  fourlMD. 

Femalei  of  twaalj-riz  uid  nndtr  fbrt7-fl>e. 

Familci  of  fbrty&n  ind  upwaril^ 

FREE  COLORED  PEH80N8. 

H«lci  Dnder  foaitecn  jreiri. 

Malci  of  foartaeo  and  andei  t««Dlj->u. 

Male*  of  tnanlyiii  and  Qodtr  fbrlj-finc. 

Malta  of  forl;-fi>e  and  upwarde. 

Keoiale*  nndcr  foniteen  jeara. 

P«iDale)  of  fonrtean  and  under  twentj-iii. 

Famalei  of  twanly-iix  and  under  fortj-fiia. 

Famalea  of  Ibrtj-BTg  and  upwarda. 

All  atbar  per«ioa.  except  Indiana  uol  tued. 

Sec.  2.  And  Ix  it  farther  mactti.  That  every  u- 
■istant  failing  or  neeleccing  to  make  a.  proper  re- 
ttitn,  or  making  a  false  return  of  the  enumeratioa 
to  the  marshal,  witbia  the  time  limited  by  this  act, 
■ball  forfeit  the  sum  of  two  hnndred  dollars,  re- 
coverable Id  the  manner  pointed  out  in  the  next 
section  of  this  act. 

Sec.  3.  And  It  it  fitfther  enaeUd,  That  the  mar- 
shals shall  file  the  several  teturns  aforesaid,  and, 
also,  an  attested  copy  of  the  aggregate  amount 
hereinafter  directed,  to  be  IranaroitCed  by  them, 
respectively,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  the 
clerks  of  their  respective  districts,  or  aaperior 
courts,  (as  the  case  may  be,)  who  are  hereby  di- 
rected to  receive,  and  card^ully  to  presterve  the 
same.  And  the  marshals,  respectively,  shall,  on 
or  before  the  first  day  of  April,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  handred  and  twenty-one,  transmit 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  the  aggr^te  amount  of 
each  description  of  persons  within  Uieir  respective 
dbtricts  or  territories.  And  every  toaishal  failing 
to  file  the  teturns  of  his  assistants,  or  the  returns 
of  any  of  tbem,  with  the  clerks  of  the  respective 
courts  as  aforesaid,  or  failing  to  return  the  aggre- 
gate amount  of  each  deaciiption  of  persons  in^eir 
respective  districts  or  territories,  as  required  by  this 
act,  and  as  the  same  shall  api>ear  from  said  returns, 
to  the  Secretarv  of  State,  within  the  time  timitea 
by  this  act,  shall,  for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  the 
sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  which  forfeitures 
shall  be  recoverable  in  the  courts  of  the  districts 
or  territories  where  the  said  offences  shall  be  com- 
mitted, or  within  the  circuit  courts  held  withf 


United  States  and  the  oAer  half  to  the  infotToer ; 
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but  where  the  prosecution  shall  be  first  institnted 
00  behalf  of  the  United  States,  the  whole  shall 
accrue  to  their  use.  And,  for  the  more  effectual 
discovery  of  such  offences,  the  judges  of  the  sev- 
eral district  courts,  in  the  severtu  districts,  and  of 
the  Supreme  Courts  in  the  Territories  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  Hs  aforesaid,  at  their  next  session,  to  be 
held  af^er  the  expiration  of  the  titoe  allowed  for 
making  the  returns  of  the  enumeration  hereby 
directed,  to  the  Secretarv  of  State,  shall  give  this 
act  in  charge  to  the  grana  juries  in  their  respectiTe 
courts,  aticf  shall  canse  the  returns  of  the  several 
assistants,  and  the  said  Bllesied  copy  of  the  aggre- 
gate amount  to  be  laid  before  them  for  inspection. 
Sec.  4.  And  b«  it  fiirtUer  tnaeltd,  That  every  as- 
sistant shall  receive  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  for 
every  hundred  persons  by  him  returned,  where 
such  persons  reside  in  the  country;  and  where 
such  persons  reside  in  a  city  or  town,  containing 
more  than  three  thousand  persons,  such  assialaat 
shall  receive  at  the  rate  ot  one  dollar  for  every 
three  hundred  persons;  but  where,  from  the  dis- 
persed situation  of  the  inhabitants  in  some  divis- 
ions, one  dollar  will  be  insufficient  for  one  hundred 
persons,  the  m^hals,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
judges  of  their  respective  districts  or  territories, 
may  make  sach  furtner  allowance  to  the  assistant! 
in  such  divisions  as  shall  be  deemed  an  adequate 
compensation :  Providtd,  The  same  does  not  ex- 
ceed one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  for  every 
fifty  persons  by  them  returned:  Frondtd,  fitrtker. 
That  before  any  assistant,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 
entitled  to  receive  said  compensation,  he  shall  take 
and  subscribe  the  following  oath  or  affirmation, 
before  some  judge  or  justice  of  the  peace  author- 
ized to  administer  the  same,  to  wit :  1,  A  B,  do 
solemnly  swear,  or  affirm,  that  the  number  of  per- 
sons set  forth  in  the  return  made  by  me,  agreeably 
to  the  provisions  of  the  act.  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  for  taking  Che  fourtn  census  or  enumera- 
tion of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  and. 
for  other  purposes,"  have  been  ascertained  by  Uk 
actual  inquiry  at  every  dwelling-house,  or  of  th& 
head  of  everv  family,  in  exact  conformity  with  the 
provisions  oi  said  act;  and  that  I  have,  in  every 
respect,  fulfilled  the  duties  required  of  me  by  said 
act  to  the  best  ot  my  abilities,  and  that  the  rettun 
aforesaid  is  correct  and  true,  according  to  the  best 
of  my  knowledge  and  belief.  The  several  mar- 
shals shall  receive  as  follows :  The  marshal  of  the 
Dblrict  of  Maine,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars; 
the  marshal  of  the  district  of  New  Hampshire,  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars ;  the  marshal  of  the  dis- 
trict of  Massachusetts,  three  hundred  dollars;  the 
marshal  of  the  district  of  Rhode  Island,  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars;  the  marshal  of  the  district 
of  Connecticut,  two  hundred  dollars;  the  marshal 
of  the  district  of  Vermont,  two  hundred  and  fif^ 
dollars;  tbe  marshal  of  the  southern  district  of 


hundred  and  fifty  dollars ;  the  marshal  of  the  dia- 
trict  of  New  Jersey,  two  bundred  dollars ;  Ihemai- 
shal  of  the  eastern  district  of  Pennsylvania,  three 
bundred  dollars ;  the  marshal  of  the  western  dis- 
uf  Pennsylvania,  two  hfindred  dollars;  the 
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mmnbal  of  the  district  of  Delaware,  one  hundred 
dollRrs ;  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Mtryland, 
three  hundred  doUan ;  the  nuushal  of  the  eastern 
district  of  Virginia,  thtee  hundred  dollars;  the 
DUnhal  of  the  wntem  district  of  Virginia,  two 
hnndred  dollars;  the  marshal  of  the  district  of 
KentDcky,  three  hundred  dollais;  the  manhal  of 
the  district  of  North  Carolina,  three  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars ;  the  marshal  of  toe  district  of  South 
Carolina,  three  hundred  doUara;  the  marshal  of 
Ibe  district  of  Georgia,  three  hundred  dollars:  the 
aianfaal  of  the  diitrictof  East  Tennessee,  one  oan- 
daed  and  fifty  dollars;  the  marshal  of  the  district 
of  Weat  Tenneasee,  one  buodred  and  fifty  dollars ; 
the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Ohio,  three  hundred 
doUara ;  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Indiana,  two 
hnndred  doUan;  the  marshal  of  the  district  of 
Uliiwis,  oae  hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  the  mar- 
shal of  the  district  of  Hinistippi,  one  hundred  and 
Sfty  doUats;  the  maishal  of  tne  district  of  Louisi- 
■IM,  oM  hnndr«d  and  fifty  dollars ;  the  manhal  of 
Ae  district  of  Alabama,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars :  the  marakal  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
Bfty  doUars;  the  manhal  oi  the  Missouri  Terri- 
tory, one  hundred  dollars;  the  marshal  of  the 
MieluffanTerritory,one hundred d{^rs;  the  mac- 
sbal  of  the  Arkansas  Territory,  one  hundred  dol- 


Sflc.  S.  And  b»  it  fia^mr  e 


,  That  erwy 


person  whose  usual  place  of  abode  sdbU  be  in  any 

family,  on  th        ■.--".■     • -- 

thousand  eift 

torned  as  of  sucb  family ;  and  the  name  of  erery 


thousand  eifht  hundred  and  twenty,  sbal 


person  who  shall  be  an  inhabitant  of  any  district 
or  territory,  without  a  settled  place  of  residence, 
shall  be  inserted  in  the  column  of  the  schedule 
which  is  allotted  for  the  heads  of  families  in  the 
division  where  he  or  she  shall  be  on  the  said  first 
Monday  in  Au^st ;  and  every  person  occasionally 
absent  at  the  time  of  enumeration,  as  belonsing  to 
(he  place  in  which  he  or  she  nsnally  resides  in  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  6.  And  U  it  further  eaatted.  That  each  and 
every  free  person,  more  than  sixteen  years  of  age, 
whether  heads  of  families  or  not,  belonging  to  any 
fomily  within  any  division,  district,  or  territory, 
made  or  establish^  within  the  United  States,  shall 
be,  and  hereby  is,  obliged  to  render  to  tbe  asistant 
of  the  division,  if  required,  a  true  account,  to  the 
best  of  his  or  her  knowledge,  of  every  person  be- 
longing to  such  family,  respectively,  according  to 
the  several  descriptions  aforesaid,  on  pain  of  for- 
feiting twenty  dollars,  to  be  sued  for  and  recovered, 
in  an  action  of  debt,  by  sucb  assistant;  the  one 
half  to  his  own  use,  and  the  other  half  to  The  use 
of  the  United  Suies. 

Sso.  l.JhditU  further  enaeled,  That  each  and 
every  assistant,  previous  to  making  his  return  to 
the  marsbal,  shall  cause  a  correct  copy,  signed  by 
himself,  of  the  schedule  containing  tne  number  of 
inhabitants  within  his  division,  to  be  set  up  at  two 
of  tbe  most  public  places  within  the  same,  there  to 


the  schedule  having  been  set  up  and  sofiovd  to 
remain,  shall  be  transmitted  to. tne  marshal,  with 
the  relum  of  the  number  of  persons,  and  in  case 
any  assistant  shall  fail  to  make  such  proof  to  the 
marshal  as  aforesaid,  he  shall  forfeit  tne  compen- 
sation allowed  him  by  tbb  act. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  ii  further  taaded,  That  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  shall  be  and  hereby  is  authorized 
and  required  to  transmit  to  the  marshals  of  tbe 
several  districts  and  territories,  regulations  and 
instructions  pursuant  to  this  act,  for  carrying  the 
same  into  eneet,  and  also  the  fonoa  contained 
therein,  of  the  schedule  to  be  relumed,  and  such 
other  forms  as  may  be  necessary  in  canyin^  this 
'    I,  and  proper  interrogatones  to 


Sec.  9.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  in  those 
Slates  composing  two  districts,  and  ^vhere  part  of 
a  county  may  lie  in  each  district,  such  county 
'    "  '  ' '      'is  belonziu?  to  tb«t  district  in 

county  may  be 
situate. 

Sac.  10.  And  be  it  fiirther  titaeled,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  several  marshals  aikd  their  aa- 
sistants,  at  the  time  of  taking  the  said  census,  to 
take,  under  the  direction  c^lhe  Secretary  of  Bnt^ 
and  according  to  such  instrvciiona  as  be  shall 
give,  and  such  forms  as  he  shall  prescribe,  an  ac- 
count of  the  several  manufiicturing  esttblisbmenis, 
and  their  mannfacinres,  within  their  several  dis- 
triots,  territories,  and  divisions:  tbe  said  assistants 
■hall  make  return  of  the  same  to  the  manhftls  of 
their  respective  distrietsor  territories;  and  tbe  said 
marshals  shall  transmit  tbe  said  retnms,  and  ab- 
stracts thereof,  to  the  Secretary  of  Slate,  at  tbe 
same  time  at  which  thev  are,  by  this  ael.  requued, 
respectively,  to  make  tneir  returns  to  tne  Secre- 
tary of  Slate ;  for  the  performance  of  which  addi- 
tional service,  they  shall  leapectively  receive,  as 
compensation  therefor,  not  exceeding  twenty  per 
centum  in  addition  to  the  sums  allowed  by  flM 
act,  to  be  apportioned  ia  proportion  to  theaervices 
rendered,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of 
State. 

Sec  11.  ATid  be  it  Atrtber  enacted,  That  in  all 
cases  where  the  superficial  content  of  any  eovnty 
or  parish  shall  exceed  forty  miles  square,  and  the 
number  of  inhabitants  in  said  parish  or  county 
shall  not  exceed  two  thousand  five  hundred,  tbe 
marshal  or  assistants  shall  be  allowed,  with  the 
approbation  of  [he  judges  of  tbe  respective  district* 
or  territories,  such  fnrther  compeiuation  as  shall 
be  deemed  reasonable;  Provided,  Tbe  same  does 
not  exceed  three  dollars  for  every  fifty  persons  by 
;  them  returned. 

i  Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enaeted,  That  when 
I  the  aforesaid  enumeration  shall  be  completed,  and 
'  returned  to  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  Btate, 
by  the  marshab  of  the  Stales  and  Territories,  he 
shall  direct  the  printers  to  Congress  to  print,  fot 
the  use  of  tbe  Congress,  fifteen  hundrM  copies 
thereof. 
Approved,  March  14, 1830. 
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An  Act  m>kiiiK  approprUlion*  for  tbt  mpport  of  the 

Nbtj  cf  lbs  Uoiled  Statei,  for  the  year  one  thou- 

nnd  eight  faundrsd  and  twcut;. 

Be  it  maHed,  f  c,  That,  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Nftry,  for  the  yrar  one  ihousBDd 
eight  himdied  and  twenty,  the  following  Kums  be 
and  the  lame  8re  hereby  respeelively  B|q)ropri- 
ated: 

For  pay  and  subeiitence  of  the  officers,  aoil  pay 
of  the  seaiiKD,  nine  huDdred  and  eiffhty-nine  thou- 
sand  three  hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 

P<H  pTovisioDs,  four  hundred  and  fiAeen  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  eighty-aeven  doUart. 

For  medicines,  hospital  stores,  and  all  expenses 
on  Bccouat  of  the  sick,  including  the  marine  corps, 
thirty-six  thousand  dollars. 

For  repairs  of  vessels,  four  hundred  and  eighty- 
four  thousand  dollars. 

For  store  rent,  freight,  traitsporlatioB,  entisi- 
■uat  of  seaiaen,  and  all  olber  cOBtingcnt  ex- 
penses, two  hundred  and  forty  thonsand  dollars. 

For  iiDproTement  of  navy  yards,  dooka,  and 
wliBTves,  pay  of  superintendents,  store-keepers, 
daks,  and  laborers,  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  payment  of  contracts  made  for  shrik  and 
shot,  and  for  military  stores,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  mwine  corps, 
one  hundred  and  serenty-seTen  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty-eight  dollars. 

For  clothing  the  wm^  twenty-seven  thonsand 
two  hundred  and  five  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  same,  twenty 
tbottsand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  il  farrier  avKted,  Tb«t  the  sev- 
eral appropriations  herein  before  made,  shall  be 
paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated. 

Approved,  March  17, 1820. 

An  Act  to  muthoriie  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  sppoint  a  Receiier  of  the  paMie  manejs  sod 
Rogisler  of  the  land  ofBce  for  iba  district  of  Lan- 
raDca  eoanty,  in  Ibe  Aikanaaa  Terrilcny. 

&  it  tnaettA,  f  c.  That  (be  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  be  and  be  is  bereby  autborized  to  ap- 
poiat  a  Receiver  of  the  public  moneys  and  Regi»- 
Uf  of  the  laud  office,  for  the  district  of  Lawvence 
county,  in  the  Arkansas  Territorv. 

Bee.  2.  jfad  U  il  furtitr  enaelti,  That  any  per- 
EOD  having  a  claim  to  a  right  of  pre-emption 
within  the  said  district,  sball  make  known  his 
claim  and  locaiioo,  according  to  the  provisions  of 
the  Jaws  now  in  force,  to  the  Roister,  at  least  six 
weeks  before  the  time  to  be  designated  by  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  for  issuiog  patents  to 
the  soldiers  of  the  late  army,  entitled  to  bounty 
land  in  said  district. 

Approved,  March  17, 1620. 


B4U«nacted,fe^  That,  from  and  aAei  Ibe  paanog 


of  this  act,  the  districts  of  Rhode  Island,  Massa- 
chusetts. New  Hampshire,  and  Maine,  shall  con- 
stitute tne  first  circuit;  and,  in  addition  to  tbe  cir- 
cuit couris  now  holden  in  said  circuit,  there  shall 
be  holden  annually  two  circuit  courts  within  and 
for  said  District  of  Maine,  b^  the  Justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court  residing  in  said  circuit,  and  bv  the 
District  Judge  of  Maine,  at  the  times  and  places 
foHowiDg,  VIZ :  One  session  of  said  court  shall 
commence  and  be  holden  at  Portland,  in  said  dis- 
trict, oD  the  eighth  day  of  May;  and  the  other  at 
Wiscasset,  in  said  district,  on  the  eighth  day  of 
October;  and  when  either  of  said  days  shall  hap- 
pen to  be  Sunday,  thi;  session  shall  commence  on 
the  day  next  following;  and  when  only  one  of 
the  judges  hereby  directed  to  hold  the  said  circuit 
courts  shall  be  aole  to  attend,  such  circuit  courts 
may  be  held  bv  tbe  judge  so  attending. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  /mAer  sniMOd,  That  alt  act^ 
and  parts  of  acts,  giBntin^  said  Dutriet  Conrt  of 
Maine  the  powers  and  jurisdiction  of  a  circuit 
court  of  tbe  United  States  be  and  the  same  are 
hereby  repealed. 

Sec  3.  And  b>  it  >rtbr  nsodtti.  That  the  Cir- 
cuit Court  bv  this  act  established  in  and  for  tbe 
District  of  Maine,  shall  have  power  to,  and  may, 
at  its  first  session,  take  cognizance  of,  and  proceed 
to  act  upon,  bear,  and  decide,  all  actions,  cauaes, 
pleas,  processes,  mattery  and  things,  which  have 
originated  in  the  said  District  Court,  and  which 
would  by  law  be  cognizable,  and  be  heard  and 
determined  by  the  Circuit  Court  to  be  holden  in 
the  District  of  MassachuaettF,  if  this  act  had  never 
been  made  and  passed. 

Sec.  4.  And  bt  it  furiher  madtd.  That  those 
causes  which  have  originated  as  aforesaid,  in  said 
District  Court,  and  have  been  entered  at  the  Cir- 
cuit Court  in  the  District  of  Massacbusetts,  and 
are  now  peading  therein,  on  error,  appeal,  or  oth- 
erwise, shall  be  transferred  to  tbe  Circuit  Court  by 
this  act  established,  and  entered  on  the  docket  of 
the  sane  at  its  fint  session,  in  order  that  the  said 
causes  may  be  heard  and  decided  ibereiu  i> 
the  maimer  fnovided  by  the  third  section  of  this 
act. 

Approved,  March  30, 1S30, 


An  Act  filrther  ta  saspand,  fbi  a  limited  time,  the  aala 

or  fofftitDrB  of  hinds,  for  Gulara  in  camplBtiiig  tba 

pajment  thereon. 

£eif  nMctad,fc,  That  tbeoperation  of  tbesizli 
condition  of  the  fifth  section  of  the  act,  mtiiled 
"An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  peo- 
vidingfor  the  ule  of  the  lands  of  the  United  Sutea 
northwest  of  the  Ohio,  and  above  the  mouth  of 
Kentucky  river."  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  sua- 
pended  until  the  thirty-first  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one,  in  favor 
of  tbe  purcoBsers  of  public  lands,  at  any  of  the 
land  offices  of  the  United  Sutes :  Pramdtd,  That 
the  benefit  of  this  act  shall  not  be  extended  to  any 
one  purchaser  for  a  greater  quantity  than  six  him- 
dr^  and  forty  acres. 

Approved,  March  30, 1S20. 
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1  Ifae 


An  Act  fcr  ■pportioninj  the  Bepr«MnUl!TM 

Sa*MiUeDth  CongtcH,  to  be  elected  in  the 

of  Mueechneetta  and  Maine,  end  for  olbei  parpoiee. 
Be  H  eaaeted,  fe..  That,  in  the  election  of  Rep- 
taentatires  in  the  Seventeenth  Conffress,the  State 
of  Massachusetts  shall  be  eotitled  to  ^oose  thirteen 
Representaiiyes  only ;  and  the  State  of  Maine 
^aiX  be  entitled  to  choose  eeven  Representatives, 
accordiikg  to  the  consent  of  the  Lt^isUlure  of  the 
said  State  of  Massachusetts,  for  this  purpose  given, 
by  Iheii  resolve,  passed  oik  the  twenty-fiftb  day  of 
January  last,  and  prior  to  the  admission  of  the 
State  of  Maine  into  the  Union. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  fuHher  enaded.  That,  if  the 
MAt  of  any  of  the  Representatives  in  the  present 
Congress,  who  were  dected  in  and  under  the  au- 
thonty  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  who  arc 
now  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Maine,  shall  be 
Tacated  by  death,  resignation,  or  othervrise,  EUch 
vacancy  shall  be  supped  by  a  successor,  who 
■hall,  at  the  time  of  nis  election,  be  an  inhabitaQt 
of  the  State  of  Maine. 
Approved,  April  7, 1820. 

An  Act  meking  eppropriBtioni  for  the  support  of  Gav- 
ernment,  for  the  jeer  one  IhoDsend  eigbl  hundred 
■□d  tiTcnt;. 

Be  it  maeiedife.,  That  the  following  sums  be, 
sad  tbe  same  are  hereby,  respectively  appropriated, 
that  is  to  say : 

For  compensation  granted  by  law  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
Itteir  officers  and  attendants,  three  nundred  and 
eighty-four  thousand  and  ten  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  of  stationery,  fnel,  printing, 
and  all  other  contingent  and  incidental  eipeneea 
of  both  Houses  of  Congress,  forty-five  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  expenses  of  tbe  Library  of  Congress, 
including  the  librarian's  allowance,  one  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  books,  maps,  and  cbariB, 
for  the  Library  of  Congress,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Vice  President  of  tbe 
United  States,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  Slate,  six 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  Depact- 
mcDt  of  State,  per  act  of  20th  April,  one  thousand 
eig^t  hundred  and  eighteen,  fifteen  thonsand 
hundred  doUars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messengers  in  said  De- 

Sftmen^  including  the  messenger  to  the  Patent 
ffiee,  nine  bundroi  and  sixty  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  and  incidental  expenses  of 
•aid  Department,  including  expenses  of  printing 
and  distribuliikg  copies  of  the  laws  of  the  first  aes- 
rion  of  the  Sixteenth  Congress,  thirty-four  thon- 
aand  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
aory,  six  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  tbe  office  OJ 


e  thousand  seven  hun- 
a  said  of- 


the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  per  act  of  twentiedi 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eigbteen, 
'—  thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

Jot  compensation  to  meaaengers  in  said  office, 
seven  hundred  and  ten  doUars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Firel  Comptroller  of 
the  Treasury,  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollar^ 

For  compensation  to  tbe  clerks  in  the  office  of 
tbe  First  Comptroller,  per  act  of  twentieth  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  seven- 
teen thousand  ei^bt  hundred  and  fifty  dolors. 

For  compensation  to  tbe  messenger  in  said  office, 
four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Second  CompttoUer  of 
the  Treosury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  said  office, 

Esr  act  of  twentieth  April,  one  thousand  eight 
ondred  and  eighteen,  r— ''■ 
dred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  tbe  messenger  i 
fice,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  First  Auditor  of  tbe 
Treasury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  tbe  clerks  in  the  office  of 
said  Auditor,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  fifteen  tbounnd 
two  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  tbe  messenger  m  said  of- 
fice, four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Second  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  mree  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
said  Auditor,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  seventeen  thou- 
sand two  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  of- 
fice, foiu  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

mpensetion  to  the  Third  Auditor  of  tbe 
Treasury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  tbe  office  of 
said  Auditor,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  twenty-eight 
thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  tbe  messengers  in  said  of- 
fice, seven  hundred  and  ten  dollarR. 

For  compensation  to  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  tnree  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
said  Auditor,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  fifteen  thousand 
and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  tbe  messenger  in  said  office, 
four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Fiflh  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  tnree  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
said  Auditor,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  ten  thousand  fire 
hundred  doUars. 

For  three  clerks  to  complete  the  duties  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Revenue,  three  thousand 
seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  of- 
fice, four  hundred  and  ten  dollars.  _ 

For  compensation  to  tbe  Treasurer  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  three  thousand  dollars. 
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For  compenHtioa  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
said  Treasurer,  per  act  of  iweniielti  April,  one 
thousand  eigbt  hundred  and  eighteen,  Sve  thou- 
sand two  haadred  and  fifty  dollilrs. 

For  compensation  to  the  two  additional  clerks 
in  the  ofBce  of  the  said  Treasurer,  dnrinE  the  pres- 
ent fear,  one  thousand  two  hundred  doQan. 

For  compeiuation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compenntion  to  the  Commisoioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
said  Commissioner,  pe'  act  of  twentieth  April, 
one  tfaoosand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  twenty- 
two  thonsand  fire  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  fonr  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Roister  of  the  Treai- 
nry,  three  tnousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  said  Register,  per  act  of  twentieth  of  April, 
one '  thoQsand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  and 
including  two  hundred  dollars  to  correct  an  error 
in  stating  the  total  sum,  for  one  thousand  eisht 
bundred  and  nineteen,  twenty-two  thonsand  fire 
hundred  and  fitly  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  including  the  allowance  for  stampingshipi' 
TCffuters,  fire  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  secretary  to  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fund,  two  hundred  and 
fifly  doUars. 

For  allowance  to  the  person  employed  in  trans- 
mitting passports  and  sea  letters,  for  expense  of 
translating  foreign  languages  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  stationery,  print- 
ing, fuel,  and  all  other  contingent  and  incidental 
expenses  in  the  Treasury  Department,  and  the 
several  offices  therein,  forty-three  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  a  superintendent,  and  four 
watchmen,  employed  for  the  securit][  of  ihe  Stale 
and  Treasury  buildings,  and  for  repairs  of  engines, 
hose,  and  fire  buckets,  and  for  the  purchase  of  a 
small  fire  engine,  for  the  State  Department,  two 
thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty-eight  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  six 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  War 
Department,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  one  thon- 
sand eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  twenty-fire 
thousand' eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  expense  of  fuel,  stationeiy,  printing,  and 
other  contingent  eipeitses,  in  said  department,  fire 
thousand  doUars. 

For  maps,  plans,  books,  and  iastmmenls,  one 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messengers  in  said  de- 
partment, seven  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Paymaster  Qenenl, 
two  thousand  five  hnndred  dollars. 

For  comp^iiation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  said  Paymaster,  per  act  of  twentieth  April, 
-  one  thonsand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  nine 
thousand  two  hundred  doUara. 


For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  tX- 
fic^  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissary  General 
of  Purchases,  three  thonsand  dollars. 

For  his  compensation  for  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  no  appropriation  hav- 
ingbeen  TDade  for  that  year,  three  thousand  doUais; 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  <^ 
said  Commissary,  two  thousand  eight  hundred 
dollars. 

For  eompensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  of- 
fice, three  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  nine 
hnndred  and  thirty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  per  act  t£ 
twentieth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eighteen,  two  thousand  one  himved  and  fiAf 
dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  one 
thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Ordnance  Department,  per  act  of  twentieth 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eightem, 
two  tnousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  serea 
hnndred  tmd  sixty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  <:X 
the  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence,  two  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  fifty  doUars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  one 
thonsand  three  hundred  and  fifW  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Engineer  department,  two  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  fiAy  dollars.  I 

For  expenses  of  maps,  books,  and  stationery, 
two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerk  in  the  office  of 
the  Surgeon  General,  one  thousand  one  himdred 
and  fifty  doUars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  five  hun- 
dred and  fire  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary, 
six  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Nary,  per  act  of  twentieth 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hnndred  and  eighteen, 
eight  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  an  extra  clerk  in  the  Navr 
Department,  duriitg  part  of  the  year  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  nineteen^  three  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  doUais. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  two 
thonsand  fire  hundred  dollars. 

For  Gompeaaation  to  the  Conmussioiten  of  the 
Nary  Boaid,  ten  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  secretary  to  said  Coiih- 
missioners,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compeitsation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office' of 
said  Commissioners,  per  act  of  twentieth  April, 
one  thousand  eight  himdred  and  eighteen,  three   ' 
thousand  fire  hundred  and  fifty  doUajs. 

For  additional  clerks,  for  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty,  in  said  office,  foot 
thousand  dollan. 
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For  compenradoD  to  the  messenger,  four  hun- 
dred and  ten  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses,  nro  thousand 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  superintendent,  and 
ftttt  watchmen,  employed  for  the  security  of  the 
War  and  Nkry  building  a&d  for  repairs  of  en* 
gtnes,  hose,  and  fire  buckets;  and  fbt  tne  purchase 
of  a  small  fire  engine,  two  Uioasand  two  hundred 
and  sixty-eight  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Postmaster  General, 
four  thousand  dollars. 

For  oompensatton  to  two  Assistant  Postmasters 
Geoeral,  Gtc  thousand  dollan. 

Pot  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  Qeneral 
Post  Office,  per  act  of  twentiedi  April,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hoodred  and  eighteen,  twenty-two  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messengers  in  said 
office,  six  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  four 
Aoosaod  dollars. 

For  compensatioB  to  the  Sttrreyor  Oenerel,  two 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
tuA  Snrreyor,  two  thousand  one  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensatioD  to  the  surreyor  south  of  Ten- 
nessee, two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  die  office  of 
said  surveyor,  one  Ihousaud  seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensalioii  lo  the  Surveyor  in  Illinois, 
Missouri,  and  Arkansas,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compcnsatitm  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
Slid  surveyor,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  surveyor  in  Alabama, 
nro  thoosand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  elerks  in  the  office  of 
said  surveyor,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  ihe  Commissioner  of  Pub- 
lic Buildings,  at  Washington  City,  two  tfaonsand 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  officers  and  clerks  of 
the  Mint,  nine  thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  wages  of  persons  employed  in  thedifiWent 
operations  of  the  Mint,  nine  thousand  and  fitly 

For  incidental  and  eontingeDt  exveaats,  and 
repairs,  cost  of  machinery,  and  for  ulowance  of 
wasta^  in  the  gold  and  silver  coinage  of  the 
Mnt,  eight  thousand  one  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Qovemor,  Judges,  and 
Seeretanr  of  the  Missouri  Territory,  seven  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  Territory, 
three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  eomp«isation  to  the  Qovemor,  Judges,  uid 
Secrelnry  of  the  Arkansas  Territory,  including 
arrearages  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  nineteen,  nine  thousand  and  seventy-two 
dollars,  and  twenty-nine  cents. 

Far  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  Territory, 
tbree  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  Uie  Governor,  Judges,  and 
Beeretary  of  the  Michigan  Territory,  six  thou- 
SMd  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  printing  and  distributing  the  laws  of  the 


Miefaigan  Territory,  Iwdve  hundred  and  filly 
dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  Twrilury, 
three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Chief  Justice,  the  As- 
sociate Judges,  and  District  Judges,  of  the  United 
States,  including  the  Chief  Justice  and  Aieociate 
Judges  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  seventy-eeven 
thousand  one  hundred  doltsrs. 

For  compensatioo  to  the  Attorney  Oeneral  of 
the  United  Slates,  three  thousand  five  himdred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerk  in  the  office  of 
said  Attorney  Genersl,  per  act  of  twentieth  A|»il, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eightem,  eight 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  sandry  District  Attmneya 
and  Marshals,  as  granted  by  law,  including  those 
in  the  several  Territories,  nine  thousand  doTlare. 

For  compensation  to  ^e  Msrshsi  of  the  Wes- 
tern District  of  Pennsylvania,  for  his  services, 
from  the  twentieth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighteen,  to  the  twentiedi  of  Afvi], 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  tmt 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Disbict  Attwrwr  of 
the  same  District,  for  the  satae  tiine,  two  haaared 

For  compensation  to  the  Reporter  of  the  deeia- 
ions  of  the  S^reme  Coort  of  tiie  United  States, 
one  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  upon  the  ctmdi- 
tions  prescribed  in  the  act  to  provide  for  report* 
of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court,  paned 
March  third,  one  diousand  eight  hundred  and  aer- 

For  the  payment  of  sundry  pmstoDS,  granted 
by  the  late  and  present  Governments,  one  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  seventy  dollars. 

For  a  deficiency  in  the  fund  for  the  relief  and 
■rotection  of  sick  and  disaUed  seamen,  as  estab- 


lished by  the  act  of  third  May,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  two,  eizhty-one  thousand  three  hun 
dred  and  nineteen  dollars,  and  thirty-four  cents. 
For  .         ■    ■        ■ 


.  jmpletins  the  contracts  for  constructing 
the  road  from  Wa^ington,  Pennsylvania,  to 
Wheeling,  made  during  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seventeen,  one  hundred  and 
forty-one  thousand  dollars. 

For  surveying  the  public  lands  of  the  Uixited 
States,  one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars. 

For  additional  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the 
office  of  the  Superintendent  General  of  Indias 
Trade,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  one  thousand 
eiaht  nundred  and  eighteen,  four  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  payment  of  balances  due  to  sundry  indi- 
viduals, relative  to  prisoners  of  war,  eleven  diou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twenty-eight  dollars  and 
eighty-one  cents. 

For  defraying  the  expense  of  the  fourth  enume- 
ratitm  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  two 
hundred  and  forty  thousand  dollars. 

For  discharging  the  claims  of  the  inhabitants  i^ 
the  late  province  of  West  Florida,  now  included 
within  the  States  of  Louisiana,  or  Mississippi,  tar 
advances  made  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  Oni- 
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tfi  Stales,  prior  to  and  since  the  taking  possession 
of  the  raid  portion  of  ibe  said  late  province  of 
W«si  Floridft  by  [be  United  Sutes,  as  liquidated 
by  the  Btatt  Department,  including  principal  and 
interest,  twenly-four  tbouraod  two  hundred  and 
thirty-one  dollars  Gfty-tbree  cents. 

For  the  maintenance  and  support  of  lighthouses, 
beacons,  buop,  and  public  piers,  stakeages  of  chan- 
seis,  ban,  and  sboals,  including  the  purchase  and 
transportation  of  oil,  keepers'  salaries,  repairs  and 
improvements,  and  contiagent  expenses ;  and  in- 
cluding the  balances  of  former  appropriations  for 
erecting  lighthouses  at  Cape  Lookoot,  Sapelo 
Island,  Cumberlaud  Island,  and  on  Tybee,  which 
were  carried  to  tHe  surplus  fund,  on  the  thirty-first 
of  December  last,  one  nuodred  and  twenty  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  sixty-three  dollars. 

For  ine  payment  of  outstanding  debentures,  for 
iateroBl  duties,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  discnarge  of  such  miscellBneoos  claims 
against  the  United  States,  not  otherwise  provided 
for,  as  shall  be  admitted  in  due  course  of  settle- 
ment at  the  Treasury,  six  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  third  payment  to  John  Trumbull,  for 
paintings,  agreeaoly  to  his  contract  with  the  Seere- 
tarr  of  State,  made  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution 
of  Congress  of  the  sixth  of  February,  one  thousand 
eisht  hundred  and  seventsen,  six  thousand  dollars. 

FornJariestolheMinisters  to  the  United  States 
at  London,  P&rts.  St.  Petersburg,  Rio  Janeiro, 
wtd  Madrid;  witii  the  salaries  of  their  sereral 
Secretaries  of  Legation,  and  the  salary  of  a  Charge 
itea  Afikires  at  Stockholm  and  the  Hague,  and  for 
tlie  Mlaries  fw  the  late  Ministers  at  Madrid  and 
Rio  Janeiro,  during  six  months  of  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  and  for  the 
usual  allowance  of  three  months'  salary  to  those 
Ministers,  payable  on  their  return  home,  aeventy- 
seTen  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  outfits  of  a  Minister  to  St.  Petersbnrf,  nine 
thousand  dollars. 

For  coatttw;ait  expenses  of  those  misuons,  ten 
thousand  dolUts. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  foreign  inter- 
course, thirty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  of  iaterconrse  with  the  Bar- 
bary  Powers,  forty-two  thousaod  dollars. 

For  the  expeoses  duriog  the  present  year,  for 
carrying  into  effect  the  fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh  ar- 
ticles of  the  treaty  of  peace  concluded  with  His 
Britannic  Majesty  on  thetwenty-fourtb  of  Decem- 
ber, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fonrleeu, 
ittciudiDg  the  compeosaiion  of  the  commissioners 
and  surveyors,  and  an  agent  appointed  under  the 
fifth  articbe  of  the  said  treaty,  and  tbeir  contingent 
expenses,  forty-seven  thousand  three  hundred  uid 
thirty-three  dollars  and  thirty-two  cents. 

For  the  purpose  of  holding  treaties  with  the 
Creek  and  Cherokee  tribes  orindians.  for  extin- 
guishment of  the  Indian  tide  to  all  the  laods  with- 
in tbe  State  of  Georgia,  pursuant  to  the  fourth 
condition  of  the  first  article  of  the  Articles  of 
Agreement  and  OessioD,  concluded  between  the 
United  Slates  and  the  State  of  Georgia,  <»i  the 
twenty-fourth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  ei^t 
hondred  and  two,  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dol- 


lais.    And  for  the  piupose  of  procuriitg  a  fhrtber 
"itingnishment  of  Indian  title  wiUiin  tbe   Terri- 


For  the  purpose  of  negotiating  a  treaty  or  trea- 
ties with  the  Indians  in  the  State  of  Mississippi, 
for  Che  extingtiishment  of  their  title  to  lands  in 
that  State,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  salaries  for  the  agents  for  claims  on  accotut 
of  spoliations,  and  for  seamen,  at  London  and 
Pans,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  relief  and  protection  of  Ama-iean  se*- 
men  in  foreign  conntriei',  eighty  thousaod  dollars. 

For  tbe  payment  of  a  balance  due  to  Mr.  Potrey, 
Bscertained  aud  settled  under  the  law  of  February 
twenty-fourth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
nineteen,  tbe  sum  of  three  thonsand  four  hundred 
and  eighty-six  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  a  balance  due  M.  de  Vienne, 
ascert&inea  and  settled  under  the  taw  of  Febmary 
twenty-fourth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
nineteen,  nine  hundred  and  ninety-five  dollars  and 
forty  cents. 

Sec.  2.  AmihtUfartharemKUd,  That  the  seve- 
ral anpropriatitMis  hn-einbefore  made,  shall  be  paid 
out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

Approved,  April  U,  18S0. 


the  work  upon  the  centre  bnilding;  of  the  Ospitol  ai 
ether  public  buildiogs. 

Be  il  madtd,  <^e.,  That,  for  continuing  the  woA 
of  the  centre  building  of  the  Capitol,  and  othei 

fiublic  boildiogs,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  the 
bllowing  sums  of  money  tM,  and  the  same  an 
hereby,  appropriated,  viz : 

For  continuing  the  work  on  the  centre  building 
of  the  Capitol,  one  hundred  and  deren  thousand 
sereo  hundred  and  sixty-nine  dollars, 

For  painting  the  inside  of  the  north  and  south 
wings  of  the  Capitol,  and  providing  for  the  expense 
of  making  such  alteratioos  therein  as  have  been 
directed  auriog  the  present  session  of  Congress, 
two  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-seTen 
dollars. 

For  ^adnating  the  ground  round  the  Capitol, and 
supplying  tbe  deficiency  in  former  sppropriationa 
for  enclosing  and  improving  tbe  Capitol  SquoT^ 
five  thousaod  five  hundred  and  ninety-one  dollars. 

For  making  necessary  repairs  and  alterations  in 
the  President  5  House,  one  thousand  one  hundred 
dollars. 

For  making  alterations  and  improvements  in 
the  SenBteChamber,for  the  better  accommodation 
of  the  Senate,  two  thousand  four  huodred  dollaia. 

Sec  2.  And  bt  itfUrthtr  tnaded.  That  the  said 
several  sums  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriatsd. 

Approved,  April  U,  1820. 

An  Act  makins  appn^riatioa*  for  the  military  asrviea 
of  the  United  8t*l«i,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
haadred  and  twenty. 
[      Be  U  enaOid,  fe..  That  the  following  satiw  H 


Digni2 


^yCoOi-^IC 


APPENDIX. 


2676 


PiMie  AeU  of  Congni*. 


and  the  same  ue  hereby,  retrpecliTely  appropriated, 


For  the  pay  of  the  Armv  of  the  United  States, 
in  addition  to  an  UDexpended  balance  of  one  hun- 


Por  subsistence,  in  addition  to  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  doUars  already 
appropriated,  six  hundred  and  two  thousand  and 
fortv-eight  dollars. 

For  bounties  and  premiums  for  fifteen  hundred 
recruits,  twenty-one  thousand  dollars. 

For  quarters,  fuel,  straw,  and  all  other  ezp 
for  recruits,  until  organized  to  join  regiments  and 
corps,thirty-fourthDusand  onehundred and  twenty- 
five  dollars. 

For  clothioEj  three  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  medical  and  hospital  department,  forty- 
two  thousand  one  hundred  and  forty-fire  dollars. 

For  the  quartermaster's  deportment,  four  hun- 
dred and  fiAy  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  contingencies  of  the  Army,  forty  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  forage  for  officers,  in  addition  to  an  unex- 
liended  boTance  of  twenty  Ibousond  doUars,  six 
thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety-six  dollars. 

For  fortifications,  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  for 
fuel,  maps,  plans,  books,  and  apparatus,  and  con- 
tingent expenses,  eighteen  thousand  three  hundred 
and  twenty-two  dollars ;  for  completing  the  build- 
ing, two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars ;  for  arrear- 
ages, prior  to  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eighteen,  iwentv-one  thousand  four  hundred 
and  twenty .«iffat  dollars  and  fifty-seren  cents ;  for 
canikon  and  shot,  to  fulfil  existing  contracts,  and 
for  the  purchase  of  flints,  and  timber  for  travelling 
carriages,  fifty-three  thousand  dollars 

For  the  national  armories,  in  addition  to  the 
Bum  of  fifty-six  thousand  dollars,  already  appro- 
priated, three  hundred  and  nineteen  thousand  dot- 

For  the  current  expenses  of  the  ordnance  depart- 
ment, one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  completion  of  arsenals,  to  wit :  for  com- 
pleting the  arsenal  at  Augusta,  in  Georgia,  twenty- 
seren  thousand  dollars ;  lor  completing  the  arsenal 
at  Baton  Rouge,  twenty-fire  thousand  dollars ;  and 
at  Watertown,  near  Boston, eight  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars. 

For  balance  due  to  certain  States,  in  addition 
to  an  unexpended  balance  of  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
three  thousand  one  hundred  and  serenly-Cwo  dol- 
lara.  three  hundred  and  fiAy  thousand  dollars. 

For  arrearages,  in  addition  to  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars, already  appropriated,  one  hundred  thousand 
dolurs. 

For  the  annual  allowance  to  the  invalid  pen- 
■ioners  of  the  United  States,  in  addition  to  an  un- 
expended balance  of  eighty-four  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  eighty-two  dollars  and  twenty-nine 
cents,  three  hundred  and  forty-one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixty-two  dollars  and  serenty-one 

For  the  annual  allowance  to  the  Revolutionary 
pensioners,  under  the  act  of  the  eighteenth  March, 


one  thousand  dght  hundred  and  eighteen,  two 
millions  seven  hundred  and  thirty-six  thousand 
four  hundred  and  forty  dollars. 

For  the  half-pay  of  widows  and  orphans,  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Fbr  the  current  expenses  of  the  Indian  depart- 
ment, during  the  present  year,  two  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  surveying  and  marking  boundary  lines  of 
Indian  cessions,  fil^een  thousand  dollars. 

For  making  a  survey  of  the  water-courses  trib- 
utary to  and  west  of  the  MississipjH,  also  those 
tributary  to  the  same  river  and  northwest  of  the 
Ohio,  four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 


laking  a  surrey,  mans,  and  charts,  of  the 

._    ..d  Mississippi,  from  tne  rapids  of  the  Ohio 

t  Louisville,  to  the  Balize,  for  the  purpose  of 


Ohio  and  ft 


facilitating  and  ascertaining  the  most  practicable 
__j.  _r;  :       V  :..     , .        riveta, 


mode  of  improving  the  navigation  of  those 
five  thousand  dollars. 

For  completing  the  public  road  through  the 
Creek  nation,  between  the  States  of  Georgia  and 
Alabama,  three  thousand  three  hundred  ddlars. 

Sec.  S.  Asid  bt  it  fia-ther  eaacttd,  That  the  sev- 
eral appropriations  herein  before  made,  shall  be 
paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not  oth- 
erwise a[^opriated.~--{Approved,  April  14, 1820.) 


Ad  Act  to  contioac  in  forca  the  ael  pisMd  an  the 
twialieth  day  uf  April,  ons  thooiuid  aig^t  hundred 
and  cifhtcan,  entitled  "An  act  lupplenMnUry  to  an 
act,  entitled   'An  act  to  rcguUta  the  collection  of 
dnbea  on  imports  and  tonna^,'  puaed  the  saoaQd 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  aeven  haadred  and 
ninety-nine,"  and  far  other  pnrpoaea. 
Be  it  enacttd,  fc,  That  the  act  passed  on  the 
twentieth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  entitled  "An  act  sup- 
plementary to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  regulate 
the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage 
passed  the  second  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine,"  shall  continue  in 
force  for  two  years  from  the  twentieth  day  ot 
*,    1,  one  thousand  ei«ht  hundred  and  twenty, 
and  from  that  time  nntil  the  end  of  the  next  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  and  no  longer. 

"  'x.  2.  Aitd  hs  it  /vrtbtr  maOtd,  That,  in  all 
cases  of  entry  of  merchandise  for  the  benefit  of 
drawback,  the  time  of  twenty  days  shall  be  al- 
lowed, from  the  date  of  the  clearance  of  the  ship 
or  vessel  in  which  the  same  shall  be  laden,  for 
completing  the  entry,  and  taking  the  oath  re- 
quired by  law:  Prtmdtd,  That  the  exporter  shall, 
in  every  other  particular,  comply  with  the  r^rnla- 
tions  and  formalities  heretofore  established  for 
entries  of  exportation  for  the  benefit  of  drawback. 
Approved,  April  18,  1820. 

An  Act  to  eslabLsh  a  DiatricI  Court  in  the  State  of 
AUbama. 
Bt  it  maeud,  f  c,  That  all  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  which  are  not  locally  inapplicable 
shall  be  extended  to  the  Suie  of  Alabama,  aad 
shall  hare  the  same  force  and  effect  withia  the 
same,  as  elsewhere  within  the  United  State*. 
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Sbc.  2.  And  be  U  /artber  macUd,  That  the  s&id 
Sttte  shall  be  one  district,  and  be  called  (he  Ala- 
bama district;  and  a  district  court  shall  be  held 
therein,  to  consist  o{  one  Judge,  who  sbaU  reside 
in  the  said  dUtrict,  and  be  colled  the  district  jud^. 
He  shall  hold,  alternately,  at  the  towns  of  Mobile 
and  Cahaba,  beginning  at  the  first,  four  stated 
sessions  annually;  the  first  to  commence  on  the 
first  Monday  in  April  next,  and  the  three  otber 
sessions,  progressively,  on  the  first  Monday  of 
erery  third  calendar  month  thereafter.  He  shall, 
in  all  things,  have  and  exercise  the  same  juris- 
diction and  powers  which  were  by  law  giren  to 
-  the  judge  of  the  Kentucky  district,  under  an  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to  establish  the  judicial  courts  of 
the  United  States,"  and  an  act,  entitled  "An  act 
in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  establish 
the  judicial  courts  of  the  United  States,"  approTed 
second  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-three.  He  shall  appoint  clerks  for  the  said 
district,  who  shall  reside,  and  keep  the  records  of 
the  court,  at  the  places  of  holding  the  same;  and 
shall  receire,  for  the  services  performed  by  them, 
the  same  fees  to  which  the  clerk  of  the  Kentucky 
district  is  entitled  for  similar  services. 

Sec.  3.  AndbeUJbrihermaOed,  That  all  ciuseiL 
actions,  indictments,  libels,  pleas,  processes,  and 
proceedings  whatsoever,  returnable,  commenced, 
aependiog,  or  in  any  manner  existing,  in  the  gen- 
eral court,  established  by  an  act,  entitled  "An  act 
to  establish  a  separate  territorial  government  for 
th«  eastern  part  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,"  by 
virtue  of  the  federal  jurisdiction  by  that  act 
granted,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  transferred 
to  the  said  district  court,  and  may  be  proceeded  in, 
shall  exist,  and  have  like  incidents  and  effects,  as 
if  they  had  been  originated,  and  been  proceeded  in, 
in  the  said  district  court. 

Sec  4.  Aiid  bt  it/iather  ataeud.  That  the  dock- 
ets, books,  records,  and  papera.  belonging  to  the 
said  general  court,  arising  out  of,  and  appertaining 
to,  its  federal  jurisdiction,  shall  be  transferred  to, 
and  become  the  dockets,  books,  records,  and  papers, 
of  the  said  district  court. 

Suc.b.Andbeilfurth^snaaid,  That  there  shall 
be  allowed  to  the  jud^e  of  the  said  district  court 
the  annual  compensation  of  fifteen  hundred  dol- 
lars, to  commence  from  the  dateof  his  appointment, 
to  be  paid  quarter  yearly,  at  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  6.  Andbi  it  further  macUd,  That  (here  shall 
be  appointed,  in  the  said  district,  a  person  learned 
in  the  law,  to  act  as  Attorney  for  the  United 
States  ;  who  shall,  in  addition  to  his  stated  fees, 
be  paid  by  the  United  States  two  hundred  dollars 
annually,  as  a  full  compensation  for  all  extra 
services. 

Sec.  7.  AjidbtitfitTiheraiacUd,  Thatamarshal 
shall  be  appointed  for  the  said  district,  who  shall 
perform  the  same  duties,  be  subject  to  the  same  regr 
Illations  and  penalties,  and  be  entitled  to  the  same 
fees,  as  ore  prescribed  to  marshals  in  other  districts ; 
and  shall,  moreover,  be  entitled  to  the  sum  of  two 
bondred  and  fifty  dollars  annually,  as  a  compensa- 
tion for  all  extra  serrices. 

Approved,  AprU  21, 1820. 


An  Act  relative  tu  the  Aikiniu  Tciiitoiy. 

St  it  enacted,  i^e..  That  the  act  of  Congress, 
passed  on  the  fourtn  day  of  June,  one  thousana 
eight  hundred  and  twelve,  providing  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  Territory  ot  Missouri,  as  modified 
by  the  act  of  Congress  passed  on  the  twenty-ninth 
day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six- 
teen, entitled  An  act  to  alter  certain  parts  of  the  act 
aforesaid,  shall  be  considered  as  applicable  to  the 
government  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  and 
shall  have  reference  to  the  proceedings  of  the  said 
Territory,  in  organization  of  the  second  ^rade  of 
the  territorial  government  assumed  by  said  Terri- 
tory, under  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  second  March, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  estab- 
lishing the  Territory  of  Arkansas ;  and  tdl  and 
every  step,  taken  under  the  last  mentioned  aet, 
shall  be  considered  valid,  if  not  inconsistent  with 
the  three  before  recited  acts  taken  together. 

Approved,  April  21,  1820. 

Ad  Act  to  anthoriMtha  Secretary  of  Bttte  to  eaow  the 

]*<T«  of  the  Micbigui  Territory  lo  be  printed  and 

dUtribalad,  and  lor  other  parposei. 

Be  it  tTuidtd^  f  c.  That  the  laws  of  the  Michi- 
gan Territory  in  force,  shall  be  printed,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  State ;  and  that  a 
competent  number  of  copies  thereof  shall  be  dis- 
tributed among  the  people  of  said  Territory,  as  the 
Governor  and  Judges  thereof  shall  direct:  Provi- 
ded, That  the  expense  of  such  printing  shall  not 
exceed  twelve  hundred  and  fifly  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  AndbeUJiaihereiuicied,  That  fifteen  sets 
of  the  Laws  of  the  United  States,  which  were 
compiled  by  order  of  Congress,  ana  published  by 
Bioren  ana  Doane,  in  one  thousand  eighthundred 
and  fifteen,  shall  be  transmitted  by  the  Secretary 
of  Stale,  to  said  Territory,  to  be  distributed  therein, 
as  the  local  government  thereof  may  direct. 

Approved,  April  24, 1820. 

An  Act  making  farther  provitioo  for  the  sale  of  Ihe 
Public  Lands. 
Be  it  enaeled,  f  c,  That,  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  July  next,  all  the  public  lands  of  the  United 
States,  the  sale  of  which  is.  or  may  be,  authorized 
by  law,  sball,  when  offered  at  public  sale,  to  the 
highest  bidder,  be  offered  in  half  quarter  sections ; 
and,  when  ofEered  at  private  sale,  may  be  purchased, 
at  the  option  of  the  purchaser,  either  in  entire  sec- 
tions, htuT  sections,  quarter  sections,  or  half  quarter 
sections;  and  in  every  case  of  the  division  of  a 
quarter  section,  the  line  for  the  division  thereof 
shall  run  north  and  south,  and  the  comers  and 
contents  of  half-quarter  sections,  which  may  there- 
after be  sold,  shall  be  ascertained  in  the  manner, 
and  on  the  principles,  directed  and  prescribed  by 
the  second  section  of  an  act^  entitled  "An  act 
concerning  the  mode  of  surveymg  the  public  lands 
of  the  United  States,"  passed  on  the  eleventh  day 
of  February,  eighteen  hundred  and  five ;  and  frac- 
tional sections,  containing  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  or  upwards,  shall,  in  like  manner,  as  nearly 
as  practicable,  be  subdivided  into  half  quarter 
sections,  under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  may 


Digni2 
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be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ; 
bat  fr«clioaal  sectioDS,  catLtaiaing  leai  tbao  one 
bundfed  and  sixty  acrea,  Hball  not  be  divided,  bat 
shall  be  sold  entire :  ProeUUd,  That  this  section 
aiuil  Dot  be  construed  to  alter  anv  special  provision 
made  by  law  for  the  sate  of  laoa  in  town  lots. 

Seo.  2.  And  bi  it  jbrtAer  eaacUd,  That  credit 
■hall  not  be  allowed  for  the  purchase  iDOQey  oa 
the  lale'of  aay  of  the  public  lands  which  shall  be 
told  after  the  first  day  of  July  next,  but  every  pur- 
chaser of  land  sold  at  public  sale  thereafter,  shall, 
on  the  day  of  purchase,  make  complete  payment 
therefor ;  and  the  purcnaser  at  private  sale  shall 

Ciduce  to  the  register  of  the  land  office,  a  receipt 
m  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  (h  from 
the  receiver  of  pnblio  moneys  of  the  district,  for 
the  amouDt  of  the  porcbnse  money  on  any  tract, 
before  he  shall  enter  the  same  at  the  land  office; 
and  if  any  person,  being  the  highest  bidder,  at  pub- 
lic sale,  for  a  tract  of  land,  shall  fail  to  make  pay- 
ment therefor,  on  the  dav  oa  which  the  same  was 
purchased,  the  tract  shall  be  again  oSered  at  public 
tale,  on  the  next  day  of  sale,  and  such  person  sfaall 
not  be  capable  of  becoming  the  purchaser  of  that 
or  any  other  tract  ofia«d  at  such  poblic  sales. 

Sec.  3.  AiidbeUfuHlurtMaid,  That,  from 
after  the  first  day  of  July  nest,  the  price  at  which 
the  public  lands  shall  be  offered  for  sale,  shall  be 
one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  an  acre;  ajid  at 
every  public  sale,  the  highest  bidder,  who  shall 
make  payment  as  af<»esaid,  shall  be  thepurebs  — 
but  no  lands  shall  be  sold,  either  at  puolic  or  , 
vate  sale,  for  a  less  price  than  one  dollar  and 
twenty-five  cents  an  acre j  and  all  thepuUic  lands 
which  shall  hare  been  oSeied  at  public  sale  before 
the  first  day  of  July  next,  and  which  shall  then 
remain  unsold,  as  wellas  the  lands  that  shall  there- 
after be  ofEered  at  public  sale,  according  to  law, 
and  remain  unsold  at  the  close  of  such  public  sale, 
shall  be  subject  to  be  sold  at  private  sale,  by  entry 
at  the  land  office,  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five 
cents  an  acre,  to  be  paid  at  the  lime  of  makiug 
such  entry  as  aforesaid,  with  the  exception,  bow- 
ever,  of  the  lands  which  may  have  reverted  to  (he 
United  States,  for  failore  in  payment,  and  of  the 
heretofore  reserved  sections  for  tae  future  dispcnal 
of  Congress,  in  the  Stales  of  Ohio  and  Indiana, 
which  shall  be  offered  at  public  sale,  as  hereinaf^ 
directed. 

Bbc.  4.  Afid  be  it  pirtiKT  madtd,  That  no  lands 
which  have  reverted,  or  which  i^ll  hereafter 
revert  and  become  forfeited  to  the  United  Stales, 
for  failure  in  any  manner  to  make  payment,  shall, 
afier  the  first  day  of  July  next,  be  subject  to  entry 
at  private  sale,  nor  until  the  same  Bhall  have  been 
first  offered  to  the  highest  bidder  at  public  sale; 
and  all  such  lands,  which  shall  have  reverted  be- 
fore the  said  firsi  day  of  July  next,  and  which 
shall  then  belong  to  the  United  Stales,  together 
with  the  sections,  and  parts  of  sections,  heretofore 
reserved  for  Ihe  future  disposal  of  Congress,  which 
shall,  at  the  time  aforesaid,  remain  univld,  shall 
be  offered  at  public  sale  to  the  highest  ladder,  who 
diall  make  payment  therefor,  in  half  quarter  sec- 
tions, at  the  land  office  for  dke  respective  districts, 
on  such  day  or  days  as  shall,  fay  proclamation  of 


the  President  of  the  United  States,  be  dsignated 
for  that  purpose ;  and  all  lands  which  shall  revert 
and  become  forfeited  for  failure  of  payment  after 
the  said  fir^t  day  of  July  next,  shall  be  offered,  in 
like  manner,  at  public  sale,  at  such  times  as  the 
President  shall,  by  his  proclamation,  designate  for 
the  purpose:  Promdxd,  That  no  such  lands  shall 
be  sold  at  anv  public  sales  hereby  authorized,  for 
a  less  price  than  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents 
an  acre,  nor  on  any  other  lerma  than  that  of  cash 
payment ;  and  all  the  lands  offered  at  such  public 
sales,  and  which  shall  remain  unsold  al  the  close 
thereof,  shall  be  subject  to  entry  at  private  sale,  in 
the  same  manner,  and  at  the  same  price,  with  the 
other  lands  sold  at  private  sale  at  the  respective 
land  offices. 

Bbc.  5.  And  he  it/uiOer  enacted.  That  the  seve- 
ral public  sales  authorized  by  this  act  shall,  n- 


tbe  receivers  of  puGlic  money,  shall  each,  respec- 
tively, be  entitled  to  five  dollars  for  each  day's  at- 
tendance thereon. 
c  6.  Andbe 

hereafter,  where  two  or  more  peraons  shai- 
spply  for  the  purchase,  at  private  sale,  of  the  same 
tract,  at  (he  same  time,  the  register  shall  determine 
the  preference,  by  foHhwith  ofi^iog  the  tract  to 
the  highest  bidder. 
Approved,  April  24, 1820. 

An  Act  in  additioB  to  ■sversi  aoU  fin  ths  eit^IishiMUt 

and  ragulstioD  of  ths  ToKtarj,  War,  and  Na*y 

Depiitoisnts. 

Be  it  moctet,  fc.,  That  it  shall  be  the  daty  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  cause  to  be  car- 
ried to  the  eccountof  thesurfMusfund  anymonm 
appropriated  for  the  Department  of  War,  or  of  the 
Navy,  which  may  remain  uneipeoded  in  the 
Treasury,  or  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  Oi 
agent  for  those  Departments,  whenever  he  shall 
be  infonned,  by  the  Secretaries  of  those  Depart^ 
ments,  that  the  object  for  which  the  appropriation 
was  made  has  been  effected.  And  it  stiall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Secretaries  of  War  and  Navy  Depart- 
ments, to  cause  any  bolance  of  moneys  drawn  oat 
of  the  Treasury,  which  shall  remain  unexpended, 
after  the  object  for  which  the  ai^inwriation  was 
made  shall  be  efiecied,  to  be  repaid  to  me  Treaanry 
of  the  United  States ;  and  such  moneys,  when  so 
repaid,  shall  be  carried  to  the  Bur[dus  mnd. 

Sbo.2.  Aitdbeitfmihermaaei,  Thatilshall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  War  and  Nary 
Departments  to  lay  before  Congress,  on  the  first 
day  of  February,  of  each  year,  a  statement  of  the 
appropriations  of  the  preceding  year,  for  their 
Departments,  respectively,  showing  the  amount 
appropriated  under  each,  and  the  balance  remain- 
ing unexpended,  either  in  the  Treasury,  or  in  the 
Treasurer's  hands,  as  agent  of  the  War  or  Na^ 
Departments,  on  the  thirty-first  December  preceit 
ing :  And  it  shall  be  further  the  duty  of  the  See- 
reiaries  aforesaid,  to  estimate  the  probable  de- 
mands which  mav  remain  on  each  appropriation 
and  the  balance  snail  be  deducted  from  the  eslt- 
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nmtes  of  llwtr  DppBTtments,  respectirelj,  for  the 
wfTJce  of  the  current  jtxt;  and  aecoants  shall 
kIbo  be  anQuatlji  rendered,  in  manner  and  form  as 
aforesaid,  esfaibitiug  the  soms  expended  out  of  the 
aforesaid,  and  the  balance,  if  any,  which 


proper.  And  wheDerer  any  moaeys,  appropriated 
to  the  Departraeol  of  War,  or  of  the  Nary,  shall 
rcBMB  tioeipended,  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer, 
as  agent  of  either  of  those  Departments,  for 


0  which  it  refers,  it  shall  be  tbe 


doty  of  the  Secretary  of  sttch  Department 
form  the  Secretarr  of  the  Treaniry  of  the  fact,  and 
ibe  Secretary  shall  thereupon  cause  such  moneys 
to  be  carried  to  the  Bcconnt  of  tbe  surfdua  fund: 
Pnaidti,  That,  whea  an  act  making  bd  appmpri- 
atioD  shall  assign  a  looger  duratioD  for  the  cota- 
pietion  of  its  object,  no  tranter  of  aoy  aoezpeod- 
tA  balance,  to  the  aeeoUDt  of  the  surplos  liind, 
shall  be  made,  until  the  ezpira'tion  of  tbe  time 
fixed  in  such  act. 

Sfio.  3.  And  be  ti  furtitr  madtd,  That,  in  the 
settlement  of  the  accoonts  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, far  serriees  or  supplies  acerTdng  prior  to  the 
SiBt  of  July,  one  thousaod  eiebt  hundred  and 
fifteen,  the  expenditoree  sbaH  be  charged  to  ar- 
reatrages,  and  tne  balances  r^  public  money  here- 
afcer  recovered  out  of  advances  made  in  the  War 
Department^  for  service  or  supplies,  prior  to  the 
date  aforesaid,  shall  he  reluraed  to  the  Treasury, 
and.  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  be  carried 
to  toe  surplus  fund. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  farthtr  mactti,  That  Qothiog 
contained  in  the  act  of  March  third,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  nine,  entitled  "An  act  further 
toarnend  the  several  acts  for  the  establishment 
and  regtilation  of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Nary 
Departments,"  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  allow 
any  appropriation  whatever  for  the  service  of  one 
year  to  be  transferred  to  ano^ier  branch  of  expendi- 
ture in  a  dtfiereot  year,  nor  shall  any  appropria- 
tions be  deemed  subject  to  be  Iransferrea  under 
the  provisions  of  the  abovementiooed  act,  after 


they  shall  have  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
"  _     ■  oft'     "'  "'        " 


-,  as  agent  of  the  War  or  Navy  Depart- 


Sec.  5.  And  be  it  furOer  tnaOed,  That  tbe  above- 
mentioned  act,  of  the  third  of  March,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  nine,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  so  amended,  that  the  President  shall  be  au- 
thorized to  direct  a  portion  of  the  moneys  appro- 
priated for  any  one  of  the  following  branches  of 
expenditures  in  the  Military  department,  viz :  For 
the  subsistence  of  the  Army,  for  for^e,  for  the 
medical  and  hospital  departments,  for  the  quarter- 
master's deiNirtment,  to  be  applied  to  any  of  the 
dbore  mentioaed  hrancbea  of  expenditure  '     '* 


mooevs  appropnated  for  any  of  the  following 
braoenes  of  the  Naval  d«mrlmeni,  viz:  For  pro- 
visions, for  medicine  and  hospital  stores,  for  refwirs 
of  vessels,  for  clothing,  to  be  api^ied  to  any  other 


of  the  above  mentioned  branches  of  expend!  tore  in 
the  same  department;  and  that  no  transfers  of  ap- 
propriation, from  or  to  other  branches  of  expendi- 
ture, shall  be  hereafter  made. 

Sec.  t.  And  h  it  furtiter  enaettd.  That  no  con- 
tract shall  hereafter  be  made  by  the  Secretary  of 
State,  or  of  the  Treasury,  or  of  the  Departmmt  of 
War,  or  of  the  Navy,  except  under  a  law  author- 
izing the  same,  or  under  an  appropriation  adequate 
to  its  fiilfilment ;  and  excepting,  also,  contracts  for 
the  subsistence  and  clothing  of  the  Army  or  Nary, 
and  contracts  by  the  quartermaster  department, 
which  may  be  made  by  the  Secretaries  of  those 
demrtments. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  ti  further  tnaOed,  That  no  land 
shall  bepurchased  on  Bcoount  of  the  United  Slates, 
except  under  a  law  authorizing  such  purchase. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  U  fuH/urrenaaed,  That  itsballbe 
the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  an- 
nex to  the  annoal  estimates  of  the  appropriations 
required  for  thejpuhlie  service,  a  statement  of  the 
appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  year  which 
may  have  been  made  by  former  acts;  and  also  a 
statement  of  the  stims  remaining  in  the  Treasury, 
or  in  tbe  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  as  agent  of  tbe 
War  and  Navy  Departments,  from  the  appropria- 
tions of  former  years,  estimating  the  amount  of 
those  sums  which  will  not  be  required  to  defray 
expenses  incurred  in  a  previouB  year^  and  showing 
the  whole  amount  which  will  be  subject  lo  the  dis- 
position of  the  Eieculive  Government  in  the  year 
to  which  the  estimates  apply. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  Ufiifrpier  ettaOed,  That  the  Hcond 
section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  making  appro- 

Eriation  for  the  payment  of  the  arrearages  which 
ave  been  incurred  for  the  support  of  tbe  Military 
Establishment  previous  to  tbe  first  day  of  January, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen,"  passed 
on  the  sixteenth  day  of  February,  one  mousand 
eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  be,  and  is  hereby,  re- 
plied  [Approved,  May  1,  1820.J 


An  Act  in  addition  to  an  >et,  entitled  "An  act  to  fro- 
•ids  for  oortain  persons  engagsd  m  tba  land  oad 
nsvst  (erviee  of  lbs  United  Stiiss  in  the  Revolotion- 
■ly  wsr,"  pw*«d  on  the  eigbteantb  day  of  Ifartk, 
ona  Ihontand  «ght  hondred  and  ugbtean. 


tbe  Revolutionary  war,"  passed  on  the  eiKhteenlh 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  htinared  and 
eighteen,  shall,  after  the  payment  of  that  part  of 
the  pension  wkich  became  due  on  the  fourth  day 
of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twen- 
ty, coDtiuue  to  receive  the  pension  granted  by  tbe 
said  act,  until  he  shall  have  exhibited  to  somecourt 
of  record  in  the  county,  city,  or  borough,  in  which 
he  resides,  a  schedule,  subscribed  by  him,  contain- 
ing his  whole  estate  and  income,  (his  necessary 
clothing  and  bedding  excepted.)  and  shall  have 
(before  the  said  court,  or  one  of  the  judges  thereof) 
taken  and  subscribed,  and  produced  to  the  said 


Digni2 
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court,  the  followiog  oath  or  afficmalioD,  to  wti : 
."  I,  A.  B.,  do  tolenmly  sweai  or  affirm,  (as  the  case 
may  be,)  that  I  was  &  tesideni  citizen  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  on  the  eighteenth  dav  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  and  that  I 
have  not,  since  that  time,  by  gih,  sale,  or  in  any 
manner  whatever,  disposed  of  my  property,  or  any' 
part  thereof,  with  intent  thereby  so  to  diminish  it 
as  to  bring  myself  within  the  provisiooa  of  an  act 
of  Congress,  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  for  cer- 
tain peisoni  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval  ser- 
Ttce  of  the  United  States  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,'  passed  on  the  eighteenth  dav  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  and  tnat  I 
have  not,  nor  has  any  purson  in  tru^^t  for  me,  any 
property  or  securities,  contracts  or  debts,  due  to 
me;  nor  have  I  any  income,  other  than  what  is 
contained  in  the  schedule  hereto  annexed,  and  by 
me  suhscribed:"  nor  until  such  person  shall  hare 
delivered,  or  caused  to  be  delivered,  to  the  Secre- 
tery  of  War,  a  copy  of  the  aforesaid  schedule  and 
oath  or  affirmation,  certified  by  the  cleik  of  the 
court  to  which  the  said  sehedme  was  delivered, 
together  with  the  opinion  of  the  said  court,  also 
certified  bjr  their  clerk,  of  the  value  of  the  ^operty 
contained  in  the  said  schedule:  Provided,  That,  in 
every  case  in  which  the  pensioner  may  be  insane, 
or  incapable  of  takine  an  oath,  the  court  may  re- 
ceive the  said  schedufe  without  the  aforesaid  oath 
or  affirmation,  from  the  committee,  or  other  per- 
soQ  authorizea  to  take  care  of  such  person. 

Sec.  2.  ATid  be  it  fitriher  ^uieitd,  That  the  origi- 
nal schedule,  or  oath  or  affirmation,  shall  be  Bled 
in  the  clerk's  office  of  the  court  to  which  the  sche- 
dule, and  oath  or  affirmation  aforesaid  shall  be 
exhibited;  and  any  person  who  shall  swear  or 
affirm  wisely  in  the  premises,  and  be  thereof  con- 
victed, shall  suffer  as  for  wilful  and  corrupt  per- 
jury. 

Sec.  3.  And  bt  it  fwthtr  madtd,  That,  on  the 
receipt  of  the  copj'  of  the  schedule  and  oath,  or 
affirmation  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  War  Department  to  cause  to  be 
struck,  Jrom  the  list  of  pensioners  under  the  said 
act,  the  name  of  such  person,  in  case  the  said  per- 
son shall  not,  in  his  opinion,  be  in  such  indigent 
circumstances  as  to  be  unable  to  support  himself 
without  the  assistance  of  bis  counby:  Provided, 
That  every  person  who  shall  have  been  placed  on 
the  pension  list  in  consetjuence  of  disability,  from 
known  wounds  received  m  the  Revolutionary  war, 
and  who  shall  have  relinquished  such  pension  in 
order  to  avail  themselves  of  the  benefit  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act,  to  which  this  is  an  amendment, 
who,  by  virtue  of  this  section,  may  be  stricken 
from  the  pension  list,  shall  be  forthwith  restored 
to  the  pension  so  relinquished. 

Approved,  May  1,  1820. 

An  Act  to  inereue  the  tdlowuice  of  the  Jadge*  of  the 
Orphans'  Coutt  in  the  counties  of  Washington  and 
Alaxsodria. 

Be  it  enaOed,  ^c,  That  from  and  after  the  pass- 
iikg  of  this  act,  the  judge  of  the  orphans' court  for  the 
county  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, and  the  judge  of  the  orphans'  court  for  the 


1  the  execution  of  his  office; 
le  manner  as  is  now  by  law  di- 


connty  of  Alexandria,  in  the  same  District,  shall, 
each,  be  entitled  to  receive,  in  lieu  of  his  preseat 
compensation,  the  sum  of  six  dollars  for  everyday 

he  shall  attend  i"  ■'- ' '  ■----'=--     -- 

be  paid  in  the  sat 
rected. 
Approved,  May  1,  1S20. 

An  Act  confirming  the  proceedings  of  the  inhalntanta 
of  Ihs  v'dlage  of  Cabokia,  in  tha  Suto  of  lUimns,  in 
laying  out  a  town  on  the  cominQDi  of  said  village. 
BeitenacUd^^  That  theproceedinga  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  Tilhtge  of  Cahokia,  in  the  State 
of  Illinois,  by  their  agents,  Jesse  B.  Thomas,  John 
Hay,  John  Hays,  Nicholas  Jarrol,  and  Francis 
Turcotte,  in  laying  out  a  town  called  Illinois 
city,  on  one  of  the  tracts  of  land  confirmed  to 
them  as  a  common,  by  an  act  of  Congress,  passed 
on  the  twentieth  February,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twelve,  and  the  distribution  made  try 
the  said  agents,  of  the  lots,  amongst  the  inhabitaids 
of  the  said  village  of  Cahokia,  be,  and  the  same 
are  hereby,  confirmed. 

Sec.  2.  ^>xj  be  tti^rtA«r  moctwi.  That  the  said 
Jesse  B.  Thomas,  John  Hay,  John  Hays,  Nicholas 
Jarrot,  and  Francis  Turcotte,  or  any  three  of 
them,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  to  con- 
vey, by  deed,  in  fee  simple,  the  lots  that  have  here- 
tofore been  distributed  as  aforesaid,  to  those  per- 
sons, or  their  legal  representatives,  to  whom  distri- 
bution as  aforesaid  was  made. 
Approved,  May  1, 1820. 

An  Act  concerning  the  Banks  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

Be  it  enacUd,  fc,  That  the  charters  of  the  seve- 
ral incorporated  banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
now  paying  specie,  and  during  such  time  only  as 
such  Danks  respectively  shall  coatiaue  to  pay  spe- 
cie, be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  extended  to  the 
first  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eizht  hundred  and 
twenty-two,  any  thing  in  the  said  charters  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding;  and  the  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  Columbia  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  de- 
clared to  b^  limited  in  its  duration,  to  the  said 
first  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-two:  Provided,  That  thisact  shall  beof  no 
force  or  effect  to  extend  anv  charter  aforesaid,  till 
a  majority  in  interest  of  ine  stockholders  of  the 
several  banks,  whose  charters  may  be  hereby  ex- 
tended, shall  file  their  declarations,  in  writing,  in 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  assent- 
ing to,  and  accepting  the  benefit  of  this  act. 

Approved,  May  4, 1820. 

An  Act  further  to  regulate  the  Medical  Depulinent  of 
the  Amy. 

Be  it  enaeted,  f  c.  That  the  Apothecary  General, 
and  the  Assistant  Apothecaries  General,  shall  seve- 
rally give  bonds  to  the  United  Stales,  with  good 
and  sufficient  security,  for  the  faithful  perform- 
ance of  their  duties,  in  such  sums  as  shall  be  re- 
quired by  the  Surgeon  General  of  the  Army,  uit- 
der  the  direction  of  the  War  Department. 

Approved,  May  8, 1820. 
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Ad  Act  br  tka  beadtt  of  Uts  ColambUn  Institute,  «■- 

tabliihcd  for  the  promotjon  of  Arti  and  Science*,  in 

the  Citj  of  Wuhinglon. 

Bt  it  eruKUd,  ^c,  That  Iliere  be  granted,  duTin^ 
the  pleasure  of  Confess,  to  the  Columbia^  Insti- 
tute for  the  promotion  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  the 
use  and  improvement  of  a  tract  of  public  l&nd  in 
the  City  of  Washington,  not  exceeding  fire  acres, 
to  be  located  under  ^e  direction  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
the  nid  Columbian  Institute  to  effect  the  object  oT 
their  incorporation :  Prootdaj,  That  whenever  the 
said  Institute  shall  be  dissolved,  or  cease  to  exist, 
or  to  employ  the  said  tract  of  land  for  the  pur- 
poses aforesaid,  all  right,  title,  and  interest,  hereby 
Knied  to  the  same,  shall  revert  to,  and  vest  in, 
United  States,  as  completely  as  if  such  grant 
had  never  been  made. 

Approved,  May  8, 1820. 


Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That,  for  the  sale  of  the  un- 
appropriated public  lands  in  the  State  of  Alabama, 
the  followine  districts  shall  be  formed,  and  land 
offices  therefor  established  r  All  the  public  lands, 
aa  aforesaid,  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  line 
which  separates  townships  numbered  fourteen  and 
fineen,  in  the  district  of  Hunts villej  on  the  south, 


and  west,  by  the  lines  of  the  State  of  Alabama; 
shall  form  a  district,  for  which  a  land  office  shall 
be  established  at  Tuscaloosa.  And  all  the  public 
lands,  as  aforesaid,  bounded  on  the  south,  by  the 
MTOlbern  boundary  of  the  State  of  Alabama ;  on 
the  west,  by  the  line  separating  ranges  four  and 
five,  east  of  the  basis  meridian,  to  Ine  line  sepa- 
rating townships  fire  and  six  north,  in  the  district 
of  Cahaba ;  thence,  east,  with  said  line,  to  the 
line  separating  ranges  twenty  and  twenty-one ; 
thence,  north,  with  said  line,  to  the  line  separating 
townships  eleven  and  twelve;  thence,  east,  with 
said  line,  to  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  State  of 
Alabama,  and  bounded  on  the  east  by  the  eastern 
bonodary  of  said  State:  shall  form  a  district,  for 
which  a  land  office  shall  be  established  at  Cone- 
cnh  Courthouse. 

Ssc.  a.  And  bt  ti  further  enaefed,  That  so  much 
of  the  public  laud,  heretofore  included  in  the 
Shawneetown  land  district,  as  lies  east  of  the 
third  principal  meridian,  north  of  the  base  line, 
and  west  of  the  range  line,  between  ranges  num- 
bered eight  and  nine,  east  of  the  said  third  princi- 
pal meridian,  shall  constitute  a  separate  land  dis- 
trict} and,  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  therein, 
there  shall  be  a  land  office  established  at  Vanda- 
lia.theseat  of  government  for  the  State  of  Illinois. 

Sec  3.  Andbe  it  flaiker  madid,  That  so  much 
of  the  public  land  as  lies  north  of  the  base  line, 
east  of  the  aforesaid  range  line,  and  west  of  the 
Big  Wabash  river,  as  lies  in  the  State  of  Iltinoi^ 
shall  alio  constitute  a  separate  land  district:  ana 
for  the  sale  of  the  pubUc  lands,  there  shall  be  a 


land  office  estatdished  at  the  town  of  Palestine,  on 
the  Wabash  river. 

Six.i.Andbeit/^rtherimicUd,  That  there  shall 
be  a  register  and  receiver  appointed  to  each  of  the 
aforesaid  land  offices,  to  superintend  the  sates  of 
the  puUic  lands  in  tneir  respective  districts,  who 
shall  reside  at  the  places  designated  in  their  re- 
spective districts,  at  which  the  offices  are  fixed, 
give  security  in  the  same  manner,  in  the  some 
sums,  and  whose  compensation,  emoluments,  and 
duties,  and  authority,  shall,  in  everv  respect  be 
the  same,  in  relation  to  the  lands  wmeh  shall  be 
disposed  of  at  their  offices,  as  are  or  may  be  by 
law  provided  in  relation  to  the  registers  and  re- 
ceivers of  public  moneys  in  the  several  offices  es- 
tabli^ed  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  ii  farther  macled,  That  the  pro- 
visions of  the  second,  third,  and  fifth  sections  of 
the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  designate  the  boimda- 
ries  of  districts,  and  establish  land  offices,  for  the 
disposal  of  the  public  lands,  not  heretofore  offered 
for  sale,  in  the  States  of  Onio  and  Indiana,"  ap- 
proved March  the  third,  eighteen  hundred  and 
nineteen,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  made  ep- 

iilicable  to  the  aforesaid  districts  and  offices,  so 
ikr  as  they  are  not  changed  by  subsequent  laws  of 
the  United  States. 
Approved,  May  11,  1820. 


An  Act  to  nviTe  the  powers  of  the  C 

ascertaining  knd  deciding;  on  elaimi  t«  land  in  the 
district  of  Detroit,  and  for  settling  the  daime  to  land 
It  Oieen  Bij  and  Prairie  dee  Cbiens,  in  the  Tarri- 
tory  of  Michigan. 

Be  ii  enacud,  f  c.  That  the  powers  of  the  com- 
missioners, for  ascertaining  and  deciding  on  the 
rights  of  persons  claiminglands  in  the  district  of 
Detroit,  as  defined  by  the  second  section  of  an  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  granting  of  pat- 
ents for  land,  according  to  the  surreys  that  have 
been  made,  and  to  grant  donation  rights  to  certain 
claimants  of  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  passed  on  the  twenty-third  of 
April,  one  inousand  eight  hundred  and  twdve. 
shall  be,  end  ere  hereby,  revived.  And  the  said 
commissioners  shall  perform  the  duties  therein 
prescribed,  in  relation  to  the  claims  which  have 
been  filed  with  the  register  of  the  land  office  for 
the  said  district,  in  pursuance  of  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  allowing  further  lime  for  entering  dona- 
tion rights  to  lands  in  the  district  of  Detroit" 
And  the  said  commissioners  shall  also  have  power 
to  examine  and  decide,  according  to  the  laws  re- 
specting the  same,  the  claims  which  have  been 
filed  with  the  register  of  the  land  office,  and  not 
heretofore  decided  on ;  and  they  shall  transmit 
their  report,  and  transcripts  of  their  decisions,  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  be  laid  before 
Confess,  In  the  manner  directed  by  former  laws 
providing  for  the  adjustment  of  such  claims. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  fitrthtr  enadtd.  That  the  said 
commissioners  shall  be^  and  they  are  hereby,  au- 
thorized to  employ,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  a  jienoa  capable  of 
translating  the  French  language,  as  an  agent,  for 
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ibjt  purpose  of  Bgcertaiains  the  titles  and  cIbjidb 
to  land  al  the  settlements  of  Green  Bay  and  Prairie 
des  Chieas.  Il  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  agent 
to  give  public  notice,  at  each  of  the  said  settle- 
ments, of  the  time  and  place  therein  at  which  he 
sbHil  attend  for  the  purpose  of  receiviaK  notices 
and  evidences  of  titles  and  claim«  to  taods  within 
the  some.  And  ereiy  person  having  title  or  claim 
to  lauds  within  the  settlements  aforesaid,  shall  pro- 
duce the  evidence  of  his  title  or  claim  to  the  said 
agenU  who  shall  record  the  same  in  books  to  be 
kept  for  that  purpose.  And,  after  the  said  agent 
■hall  have  remained  at  the  ^ces  aforesaid  a 
lime  vufficieut  for  the  inhabitants  to  produce  the 
evidence  of  their  claims,  be  shall  make  his  report 
thereof  to  the  said  commissioners,  who  shall  have 
power  to  examine  and  decide  on  the  claims  so  re- 
ported to  them,  according  to  the  laws  for  a^uaiiDK 
and  settling  the  claims  to  land  in  the  district  of 
Itattoit,  exoept  chat  which  relates  to  donattoDS  of 
'ncant  land  adjacent  to  the  land  confirmed,  shall 
■at  be  aoiuider«4  applicable  to  claims  in  the  Mttl(^- 
nent*  tfbmaid.  And  the  said  comminsionen  shall 
banamit  their  report,  and  transcripts  of  their  deei- 
aiOBS,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  or  be- 
fnre  the  first  of  October,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenly-one,  to  be  laid  before 
Congress  at  their  next  session  theieafter,  in  the 
same  manner  as  was  directed  by  law  in  respect  to 
the  claims  to  lands  in  the  district  of  Detroit. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  flir&a' maded,  Thattheagent 
aforesaid  shall  take  an  oath  for  the  faithful  dis- 
cbaw  of  the  duties  enjoined  on  him ;  and  he  shall 
eonforni,  in  discharging  the  said  duties,  to  such 
general  mstruclioos  aa  shall  be  given  him  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  and  the  said  commis- 
sioners and  asent  shaL  each  receive  five  hundred 
dollars,  ao  fiill  compensation  for  the  services  to  be 
performed  under  this  act,  tt^ethet  with  the  record- 
ing fees  to  tbe  agent,  and  allowance  to  the  roister, 
ibr  a  oMti&cate  of  confirmation  for  donation  ngbta, 
provided  for  by  former  law^ 

Approved,  May  11, 1S20. 

An  Act  for  ths  relief  of  eartain  Mttlwi  in  ths  Staia  of 
IlliDois,  wtw  retiJe  within  ths  Viacenaas  land  dit- 
IncU 

Bt  it  maOed,  A;-,  That  every  perKin  who  would 
bare  been  entitled  to  ihe  right  at  pre-enpUoD,  ao- 
aotdin^  to  the  provinioni  of  the  act  entitled  "  An 
act  giving  the  right  of  pre-emption  in  the  purchue 
of  lands  to  certain  settlers  in  the  Illinois  Terri- 
tory," passed  Februaty  fifth^  one  thousand  eight 
hundrHl  and  thirteen,  provided  said  act  bad  been 
so  construed  as  to  emoiaee  those  who  were  living 
wilhin  the  limits  of  the  Vincennet  land  district, 
•nd  who  became  the  purchaser,  at  public  sale,  of 
(he  said  land,  to  which  the  right  of  pre-emption 
would  have  so  attached,  at  more  than  two  dollars 
per  acre,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  certificate  for  the 
amount  to  paid,  or  to  be  paid,  exceeding  two  dol' 
lacs  per  acre,  from  the  register  of  the  land  office 
at  Vmceones ;  which  certificate  shall  be  receivable 
in  payment  of  any  debt  due  to  Ihe  United  Slates 
on  account  of  the  sale  of  public  land :  Providtd, , 


howDcr,  Thai  it  shall  be  the  duly  of  every  person 
claiming  the  benefit  of  this  act  to  prove,  to  the 
salisfacuon  of  the  register  and  receiveiof  theland 
office  at  Vinceuues,  that  they  ate  entitled  thereto, 
according  to  its  true  intent  and  meaning. 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  U  JitTihar  amatd,  Thai  every  per- 
son who  would  have  been  entitled  to  tbe  right  oi 
pre-emption,  in  the  said  Viocennes  district,  acconl- 
mg  to  the  provisions  of  tbe  said  recited  act,  paned 
the  fifth  day  of  February,  eighteen  hundred  attii 
thirteen,  had  it  been  so  coDalrued  as  to  emt»ace 
them,  and  who  did  not  become  the  purchaser  of 


first  day  of  September  ni     ,  . 

faction  of  the  register  and  receiver  al  VinceuML 

that  they  would  have  been  so  entitled ;  and  it  alwli 


be  the  duty  of  the  register,  when  the  si 
aforesaid  shall  be  made,  to  grant  a  eeriifie«t«  to 
every  such  person,  or  theit  legal  representatives, 
stating  therein  that  such  person  would  have  been 
entitled  to  such  right  of  preemption,  and  that  be 
did  not  become  the  purcoaser  thereof,  neither  at 
public  nor  private  sale.  Aod  every  «Bch  peraon, 
or  his  l^al  re|ffesentatives,  ahalL  tipo«  produei^ 
such  certificate  to  the  register  of  any  laed  office^ 
in  the  Slate  of  Illinois,  be  allowed  to  eater  ai« 
quartersectioaof  land  each,  at  the  minimuR  price 
fixed  by  the  United  States,  of  any  land  which  majr 
be  surveyed  previous  to  the  first  day  of  Seplembn 
nextj  whether  the  same  shall  have  been  offered  at 
public  sale  or  not. 
Approved,  May  U,  1820. 

An  Act  supplsioeala 

justment  of  land  cl 

Be  it  maHed,  fc.  That  the  claims  for  lands 
wilhin  the  eastern  district  of  the  Slate  of  Lou- 
isiana, described  by  the  register  and  receiver  of  the 
said  districts,  in  their  report  to  the  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Xiand  Office,  bearing  date  the  Iwen- 
lieth  day  of  November,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  sixteen,  and  recommended  in  the  said 
report  for  codfirmation,  be  and  the  same  ue  heTeby 
confirmed  against  any  claim  on  the  pail  ef  tlie 
United  Stales. 

Sac.  2.  And  be  it  further  noiUi,  That  any  per- 
son  or  penons,  claiminf  lands  within  thai  fnrt  of 
Louisiana  lying  west  of  the  river  Missisaippi,  ior 
eluding  the  island  of  New  Orleans,  founded  upon 
any  Spaoisb  grant,  coaeessioo,  or  order  of  suf  vey, 
and  whose  claims  have  not  heretofoK  been  filed 
in  the  proper  office,  may,  from  and  after  the  fiiat 
day  of  July  next,  and  uutil  the  thirty-ficst  day  of 
December  tfaereaiier,  deliver  notices  in  writii)f,aad 
the  writteDeridencesafibeirclaims,  to  the  register  of 
tbe  land  district  within  which  suchlaudsmay  be  ait- 
uate,  within  the  said  Siat^and  tbesaid  uoliceeand 
evidences,  so  delivered,  within  the  time  lioiited  by 
thin  acl,  snail,  by  the  said  roisters,  be  recorded,  in 
books  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  for  which  service 
a  eompeosation  fhall  be  received  from  such  clain- 
anlfl,  at  the  rate  of  twenty-five  cents  for  every 
hundred  words.  And  the  rizhts  of  such  ptnon* 
aa  shall  neglect  so  doing,  within  the  lime  Wited 
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bjr  this  «ct,  shall,  so  fv  sa  the;  are  derived  from, 
or  fouaded  od,  aoy  act  of  Coogresa,  ever  after  be 
barred,  and  become  void,  and  the  endenceac^  their 
daima  nerer  a^er  admitted  aa  evidence  is  any 
conn  of  the  United  States,  against  uDf  grant  de- 
rived from  the  United  Slates. 

Sec.  3.  jhtd  bi  it  fUrOer  taaOed,  That  the  nid 
rasters  shall,  on  the  first  dav  of  January  aezt, 
make  to  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  a  report  of 
all  the  claims  filed  in  their  respective  o^ea,  in 
pursuance  of  (he  provisions  of  this  act,  together 
with  tbe  substance  of  the  evidence  in  support 
thereof,  with  their  opiDion  of  the  credit  (o  which 
such  evidence  is  entitled. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  il  fioAet  enaehd,  That  every 
persoa,  or  pernoDS,  claiming  land  within  that  part 
of  Louisiana  described  in  the  preceding  section, 
founded  apoD  any  Spanish  ffranl,eonccnion,  or  Ol- 
der of  siiney,  who  had  filed  their  Botioes  of  claims 
in  the  proper  office,  according  to  fanner  laws,  mad 
wioie  claims  have  not  been  confirmed,  may,  at 
any  time  before  ihe  thiny-Smt  day  of  Oeoem- 
ber  next,  deliver  addition^  written  evideooe,  or 
otber  testimony,  in  sapport  of  their  claims,  the 
BOlioe  of  which  had  been  filed  as  sforCBaid,  to  the 
aaid  rasters,  and  the  evideace  so  deliveivd  or  of- 
fcred,  Aall  be  recorded  in  books  in  be  kept  for  that 
J  for  which  service  »  compenntion  shall 


parixw^  fl 
M  tceeire 


)  tceeired,  from  snch  olainants,  at  the  rate  of 
nMoty-five  cents  for  every  bnndrcd  words.  And 
the  rights  of  such  Fcraoas  as  shall  negleci  so  doing, 
within  the  lime  hmited  by  this  act,  Bball,  so  far 
as  they  are  derived  from,  or  foanded  on,  any  act  of 
Congress,  ever  after  be  barred  and  become  void, 
and  the  evidences  of  their  claim*  never  afler 
admitted  as  evidence  in  any  court  of  the  United 
Stales  against  any  grant  derived  from  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  5.  And  bt  it  farfher  enadti,  Thai  the  said 
registers  shall,  on  the  fint  dav  of  January  next, 
make  to  the  Secretary  of  the  TreBsury  a  report  of 
the  olaims  in  which  additional  evidence  shall  have 
been  filed  in  their  rexpeetive  offices,  together  with 
die  Mihilaaoe  of  the  evideooe  so  ued,  wiA  their 
npinbo  of  the  cTedit  to  which  snch  evidence  is  en- 
titled, and  BBcb  other  infbiraalioD  as  the  exanuna- 
tioA  of  such  cases,  oader  any  former  law,  msy  have 
tdaoed  in  their  power  or  powestian. 

8ee.  fl.  Amd  bt  it  fmtitT  eaaOai,  That  it  shall 
ba  tfa  dnty  ot  the  Secretary  of  the  Trewnirr.u 
soon  fts  the  reports  of  the  nid  reg^ei*  shall  be 
reeeived,  to  prooeed  to  the  examinalion  of  the 
claims  Bibiaaid.  and  to  report  to  the  tw«  UonscB 
of  Congress  a  list  of  the  eases  which,  in  his 
opinion,  ought  to  be  confirmed,  together  with  the 
reasons  upon  which  his  opinion  may  be  found- 
ed :  ProMui,  nnwrtUsM,  That  no  claim  shall  be 
en  recoBRicadcd  for  coniimation,  which  contains 
meee  than  the  qaaotity  eoataincd  in  a  Imgue 

Sac.  7.  AadbiU  fwfU^muKied,  That  tfaefifth 
section  of  the  act  of  the  third  day  of  Unrch,  eigh- 
teen hnndted  and  eleven,  entitled  "An  actpravi- 
ding  for  the  final  adjustinenc  of  claims  to  lands, 
and  for  the  sale  of  ihe  pabhc  laoda  in  the  Territo- 
ries of  Orleans  and  Louisiana,  ai(d  to  repeal  the 


.assed  for  the  same  purpose,"  and  approved 
Fehroary  sixteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eleven,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  revived 
and  continued,  for  the  term  of  two  years  from  nnd 
-'■-   the  passing  of  this  act, 

:c.  8.  And  be  it  further  eaacUd,  That  the  said 
registers,  in  addition  to  the  compensation  herein 
prescribed,  shall  receive,  in  full  for  the  services 
required  of  them,  respectively,  by  this  act,  the  sum 
of  sis  hundred  dollars,  which  shall  be  [«id  out  of 
ajijr  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated. 

Approved,  May  11, 1820. 


An  Act  extending  the  time  sllotred  for  the  re 
oflandi  sold  for  direct  taxes,  in  certain  csms. 
Be  «  macted  #b.,  That  the  time  allowed  for  the 
redemption  oi^  Iknds  which  have  been  or  tnay  be 
sold  for  the  payment  of  taxes,  under  the  act  passed 
the  ninth  dav  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifteen,  so  far  as  the  same  regards  the 
durect  tax  of  six  millions  of  dollars,  laid  in  that 
rear-,  or  imder  the  act  passed  the  fifth  day  of 
March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  siiieen, 
far  as  the  same  regards  the  direct  tax  of  three 
llions  of  dollars,  laid  in  that  year,  and  purchased 
behalf  of  the  United  States,  be  extended  three 
,,jrs  beyond  Ihe  time  heretofore  allowal:  Pro- 
vided, That  such  extension  of  time  shall  not  be 
beyond  ihe  first  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty-one,  and  that,  on  snch  redemp- 
tion, interest  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  twenty  per 
centum  per  annum  on  the  taxes  aforesaid,  and  ad- 
ditions of  twenty  per  centum  chargeable  thereon ; 
and  the  right  to  redeem  shall  inure  as  well  to  per- 
sons holdmg  an  equitable  or  revisionary  interest 
in  lands  so  purchased  on  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  BB  to  the  original  owners  thereof. 

Sso.S.  ^«di<itt;W(A«r«aa<:fai,ThBtwhereaBy 
person  or  persons,  who  hasor  have  purchased  lands 
or  tenements,  sold  for  the  non-payment  of  Ae  di- 
rect tax,  aball  be  entitled  to  have  a  deed  fai  the 
same,  bin,  from  the  death  or  removal  of  the  col- 
lector, or  frcMu  any  ether  eaiue,  there  is  no  officer 
who,  by  Ihe  exijiting  laws,  is  niithonzed  m  make  a 
deed,  it  doll  be  Uwftii  for  such  person  or  persoo* 
to  a|i^y^  by  petition,  to  Ike  distnct  judge  of  the 
district  m  which  suui  lands  or  lomnaila  are  ait- 
uate,  (etiing  forth  the  dreamstaiiices  of  the  com, 
and,  npoa  due  proof  bang  made,  to  the  sitisfito- 
tion  of  snch  judge,  that  such  person  or  penou  is 
or  are  a  purchaser  or  purchasers  as  aforesaid,  and 
has  or  have  fully  complied  with  all  conditicms  of 
sale,  and  is  or  are  entitled  to  have  adeed,and  that 
there  is  no  officer  who,  by  the  existing  laws,  is 
anthorized  to  make  such  deed,  il  shall  be  lawibl 
for  snch  judge,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  re- 
quired, to  order  and  direct  the  marshal  of  ihe  dis- 
trict to  makeadeed  to  the  purchaser  or  purcbasen; 
which  deed,  being  acknowledged  in  opca  court, 
and  entered  of  record,  shall  have  the  same  efiect 
as  if  it  had  been  made  bv  the  coUeetor  or  other 
officer  authorized  ^  the  laws  hereU^we  or  now 

Approved,  May  11, 1830. 
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An  Act  to  unsnil  tha  met,  sntitled  "Ad  act  to  -profit* 

tor  tha  pablicitiOD  of  the  liw*  of  tha  Unitnl  Bt«t«a, 

and  for  other  porpoiM." 

Bt  it  enaettd,  fe.,  Thai  the  Secretary  of  State 
shall,  as  «ood  bs  conTeiiieiitly  may  be,  after  he 
shall  receive  any  order,  resolutioD,  or  law,  passed 
by  CongresE,  except  such  orders,  lesolutioas,  and 
laws  as  are  of  a  pcivate  nature,  cause  the  same  to 
be  published  in  a  number  of  public  newspapers, 
not  exceeding  one  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  in  not  more  than  three  newspapers  in  each  of 
the  sereral  States  and  Territories  of  the  United 
States.  And  he  shall  also  cause  to  be  published, 
in  like  manner,  in  the  said  newspapers,  all  public 
treaties  entered  into  and  ratified  by  the  United 
States,  except  Indian  treaties,  which  shall  be  pub- 
lished only  in  one  newspaper,  and  that  to  be  within 
the  limits  of  the  Stale  or  Terriiorv  to  which  the 
■ubiect-matter  of  such  treaty  shall  oeloug. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  fiirthtr  maOtd,  That  the  first 
section  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for 
the  publication  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
ftnd  for  other  purposes,"  approved  the  twentieth  of 
April,  one  thousand  eisht  hundred  and  eighteen, 
b^  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed :  Provided, 
Tnat  such  repeal  shall  not  be  construed  to  prevent 
the  payment  of  any  compensation  that  may  bedue 
for  the  publication  of  the  laws,  previous  to  the 
|iromaIgation  of  this  act. 

Approred,  May  U,  1830. 


An  Act  aDlhoriiiog  the  mIo  of  thirtean  MCtioni  of 
land,  lying  within  the  land  diatrict  of  Canton,  in 
the  8uto  of  Ohio. 

BeUenadid,  fc.,  That  the  thirteen  sections  of 
land,  lying  within  the  land  district  of  Canton,  in 
the  State  of  Ohio,  which  were  reserved  for  the  use 
of  certain  persons  of  the  Delaware  tribe  of  Indians 
by  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  on  the  third  day  of 
March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven, 
and  were  subsequently  ceded  to  the  United  States 
by  the  eighteenth  article  of  the  treaty  concluded 
on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  September,  one  thou- 
sand eifrht  hundred  and  sevoiteen,  shall  be  offered 
to  public  sale,  by  the  regiam  and  receiver  of  the 
public  moneys  at  the  land  office  at  Wooster,  on 
such  day  or  days  as  the  President  shall  designate 
for  that  purpose,  in  the  same  manner,  and  on  the 
same  conditions  and  terms,  as  are  provided  by 
law  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United 
States. 


Approved,  May  11,  J 


An  Act  to  altar  tha  timaa  of  tha  leaaion  of  the  circait 
and  district  court*  in  tha  District  of  Oolunhia. 
Bt  a  tnaeted,  fc..  That,  from  and  afier  the  first 
day  of  January  next,  instead  of  the  times  now 
provided  by  law,  for  tne  session  of  the  circuit  court 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  the  same  shall  be 
holden  at  the  times  and  places  following,  that  is 
lo  sav:  At  Washington,  in  and  for  the  county  of 
Wauungton,  on  the  first  Monday  in  October,  and 
on  the  second  Monday  in  AprU,  in  every  year ; 


and  in  Alexandria,  in  and  for  the  county  of  Alex- 
andria, on  the  first  Mondays  in  Novaober  and 
May,  in  every  year. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  tifarHur  tttacttd.  That,  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  July  next,  instead  of  the 
times  now  provided  by  law  for  the  session  of  the 
district  court  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  the 
same  shall  be  holden  on  the  first  Mondays  in  De- 
cember and  June  in  every  year. 

Approved,  May  11, 1820. 


An  Act  to  anhai  certain  lands  within  the  Teiritory  of 
Michigan  to  thi  dUtrict  of  Detroit. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  all  the  public  lands  of 
the  United  States  within  the  Territory  of  Michi- 
gan, to  which  the  Indian  title  was  extinguished 
by  ^e  treaty  held  and  concluded  at  Sazuina,  in 
the  said  Territory,  on  the  tweaty-fourtE  day  of 
September,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  nineteen,  shall  be,  and  berebv  are,  at- 
tached to,  and  made  part  of,  the  district  of  Detroit, 
in  the  said  Territory. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  furiher  enadiA,  That  the  lands 
aforesaid,  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been  ex- 
tinguished, and  which  have  not  been  reserved  or 
appropriated  by  exiting  laws  or  treaties,  shall  be 
surveyed  and  olfered  for  sale,  under  the  direction 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  the  same 
manner,  with  the  same  reservations  and  excep- 
tions, and  upon  the  same  terms  and  conditions  m 
every  respect,  both  at  public  and  private  sale,  as 
are  or  may  be  provided  by  law  for  the  disposal  of 
Uie  other  public  lands  within  the  said  distnct 


field  exorcise  for  the  miUtiaof  the  United  Btates. 

Be  it  eaaeted,  ^.,  That  the  system  of  discipline 
and  field  exercise  which  is  and  shall  be  ordered  to 
be  observed  by  (he  regular  army  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  different  corps  of  infantry,  artillery, 
and  riflemen,  shall  also  be  observed  by  the  militia, 
in  the  exercises  and  discipline  of  the  said  corps, 
respectively,  throughout  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  farther  enacted.  That  so  much 
of  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  the  eighth  day  of 
May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two, 
as  approves  and  establishes  the  rules  and  disci[dtne 
of  the  Baion  de  Steuben,  and  requires  them  to  be 
observed  by  the  militia  throughout  the  United 
States,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Approved,  May  12,  1820. 

An  Act  to  allei  and  establish  certain  Post  Roads. 


From  Lilly  Point  to  Halcyoaville,  in  Virginia. 
From  Dublin  to  Jacksonville,  in  Qeo^a. 
From  Westport  to  Brunerstown,  in  Kentucky. 
From  Whitfield  to  Jefferson,  in  Maine. 
From  Chickasaw  Agency  to  St  Stephens,  in 
Mississippi. 
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From  Choctew  Agency  to  HonticeUo;  &nd 
from  Natchez  to  Lake  PoDtchartrain,  in  tbe  same 
State. 

From  Rhm  Courthouse,  Tenaeaaee,  to  Fort 
Jackson,  in  Alabama. 

From  Haysville  to  Oxford,  North  Carolina. 

From  Waterborough  to  Barnwell  Connhottse, 
in  North  Carolina. 

From  8t  Charles,  by  Montgomery  Courthonse, 
to  Howard  Courthouse. 

From  Franklin.  Howard  county,  to  Chariton. 

From  Sl  Charles,  by  Murphey's  in  St.  John's 
settlement,  to  Howard  Courlhouie,  in  the  Miwouri 
Territory. 

From  Vassalboro'  to  Harlem,  in  Maine. 

From  AIna  to  Palermo. 

From  Dunstable  to  Pitcataquay  Bridge,  in  New 
Hampshire. 

From  Cahaba  to  St.  Stephens. 

Sec.  2.  And  It  U  furthtr  tuaOtd,  That  tbe  fol- 
lowing be  established  post  roads,  that  is  to  say : 

In  Ifew  Hampthin. — From  Amherst,  by  Lynd- 
borODgh  and  Greenfield,  to  Hancock. 

That  the  post  road  from  Keene  to  Richmond 
pass  by  Winchester. 

From  Keene,  by  Surry,  Dtewsville,  and  Lang- 
don,  to  Charlestown. 

From  Dunstable,  throuBh  Merrimack,  hv  Bed- 
ford meeting-boute  and  Tiacataquay  bidge,  to 
Isle  Hookset. 

In  Vtrmnt. — From  Danville  to  Monipelier,  by 
Cabot,  Marshfield,  and  Plainfield. 

From  Vaeennea,  by  Panton,  to  Westport,  in 
tke  State  of  New  York. 

From  Stockbridge  to  Randolph. 

Jn  Maint. — From  Alna,  by  East  PitlstoD,  to 
Whitfield. 

From  Alna  to  Gardiner. 

From  Sedgwick  to  Deer  Island. 

From  Ellsworth,  by  Jordan's  river  school-house, 
in  Trenton,  to  the  towns  of  Eden  and  Mount 
Desart 

Prom  Waldoborough.by  Union,  Hope,  Sears- 
mont,  and  Belmont,  to  BelfasL 

From  Gardiner,  bv  Pittston,  Whitfield,  Malta, 
and  Jefferson,  to  Waldoborough. 

From  New  Portland,  by  Kingfield,  to  Freeman. 

From  Hallowell,  by' Malta,  to  Harlem. 

J»  Mauaehvmttt^etom  Springfield,  by  WU- 
braham,  to  Staffiud  Springs,  in  Connecticut. 

From  Sandwich,  by  Contuit  village  in  West 
Barostable,  Thomas  D.  Scudder^s,  Yarmonth, 
and  Dennis,  to  Harwiek,  on  the  sotith  side  of  Cape 
Cod. 

From  Gloucester,  by  Essex,  to  Ipswich. 

From  Hanorer,  by  Hanson,  to  East  Bridge- 
water. 

Frtnn  Northfield,  by  Vetnon,  to  Brattleborough, 
in  Vermont. 

From  Salisbory  to  Amesbury. 

From  Tannton,  by  Raynbain,  to  East  Bridge- 
water. 

fi)  ConMcUaa. — From  Derby,  by  Hnntingdon, 
to  Newtown. 

From  Woodbary,  by  Roxborr,  to  Warren. 

From  Hartford,  by  East  Windsor,  Ellington, 
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Somers,  Wilbraham,  and  Ludlow,  to  Belchertown, 
in  Massac busetts. 

From  New  Haven,  by  Oxford,  Southbnry, 
Woodbury,  and  Washington,  to  Warren. 

From  Norwich  to  Colchester. 

Jn  Acw  Yorit. — From  Batavia  to  Ridgeway.- 

From  Windham,  by  Roxbury,  to  Stamford. 

From  Hopkinton  to  Keene. 

From  Mount  Hope  to  Bloomingsburg. 

From  Moscow,  by  York,  Caledonia,  and  Scott- 
ville,  to  Rochester. 

From  Dover  to  Sharon,  in  Connecticut. 

From  Porter,  by  Twelve  Mile  Creek,  to  Eigh- 
teen Mile  Creek. 

From  Skeneatelas,  on  tbe  east  side  of  Sken- 
eatelas  Lake,  by  SpaSbrd  and  Scott,  to  Courtland 
village. 

From  Luzerne,  by  Edinburglk,  to  Galway. 

From  Newton,  by  Catharine,  and  Cayula,.to 
Ithica. 

From  Bath,  by  Upper  Addison,  TrouMborgb, 
Deerfield,  and  Elkland,  to  Batchetorville,  m  Pena- 
sylvania. 

From  Constaniia,  by  Cicero,  and  Salina,  to 
Onondaga, 

From  Reading  to  Dresden,  on  Seneca  Lake, 
thence,  along  tbe  Lake,  by  Benton,  to  Geneva. 

From  (loshen,  by  Scotchtown,  to  BloomingB- 

From  Foughkeepsie,  by  New  Poltz,  and  BruyS' 
ville,  lo  Bloomings DurEL 

From  Sullivan,  byCazenovia,  and  Woodstock, 
to  De  Ruyter. 

Jn  Penm^vania. — That  the  post  route  from 
Philadelphia  lo  Athens  pass  by  Romig's  Ferry 
and  the  mouth  of  Durham  Creek  to  Easton. 

From  Bedford  to  SomerseL 

From  Harrisbureh,  by  Corbett's  Mills,  Jones- 
town, and  Rohrersboi^,  to  Hambnrg. 

From  Catawisse.  by  Mifflinbnrg.  to  Nescopeck. 

From  Liverpool,  by  Mount  Pleasant  Mills, 
Freeborg,  Middteburg,  and  New  Berlin,  to  Mifflin- 
burg. 

From  Reading,  by  Moi^ntown,  to  Down- 
in^on. 

From  Bmans  to  Millentown. 

From  White  Horse,  by  Berlin,  CoonelsviUe, 
Middletown,  Merrittstown,  Jefferson,  Way  nesburg, 
and  Morrisville,  to  Grave  Creek  Flats,  in  Viiv 

From  Stroudsborgh  to  Orwigsborgh. 

From  New  Hqie,  by  Lomberville.  and  Erwin- 
na,  to  Romig's  Ferry,  near  the  moutu  of  Durham 
Cre^. 

From  Entztown,  by  Martztown,  New  Qo^en- 
hoppen,  Seemanytown,  Joseph  Williams's,  and 
Centre  Squaro,  to  White  Marsh. 

In  Mai^and. — From  Chesapeake,  by  Fort  De- 
posite,  to  Conewingo. 

From  Charlotte  Hall,  by  the  Three  Ntrtchcd 
Road,  to  Fenwick'a  Tavern, 

From  Havre-de-Qrace  to  Woodlawn. 

in  Virginia. — From  Bath  Courthonse,  by  Hs- 
Clintock's,  and  Anthony's  Creek,  to  Lewisbnrg. 

From  Staunton,  by  Greenville,  and  Fairtdd, 
to  Xjexington. 
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From  Sh^berdstowD,  by  Leeiowa  and  Smith- 
field,  to  Wincbeater. 

From  West  Liberty  to  WelUburg. 

From  Lexington,  by  the  Calf  Pasture,  to  Fau- 
cett'g,  in  Bath  couniy. 

From  Timber  Ridge,  by  North  River,  to  Moore- 
field. 

From  Petersburg,  by  Southerland'a  Tavern, 
Lombardy,  and  Dennb'  Tavern,  to  Jennings'  Old 
Ordioary. 

In  North  CanHina — From  Willi  amsboro',  by 
Lynnesville,  to  CUrksville,  in  Virginia. 

From  Fayetteville  by  Waynesbotougb,  to  Stan- 
tonburg. 

From  Widesborough,  by  Edward  Winfield's, 
Culpepper's  store,  Jacob  Austin's,  Charles  T.  Al- 
exander's, and  Maxwell's  store,  to  Charlotte. 

From  Charlotte,  by  Azrai  Cockbum's  and  Wil- 
liam Taylor's,  to  Wadesborongh. 

Prom  Newbem,  by  Street's  Bridge,  Croom's 
Ferry,  Hookerstown,  Snowhill,  and  Stanlonburg, 
to  Smithfield. 

Friun  Lawrenceville.  by  McNeill's  store,  and 
Nicholas  Nail's,  to  Pittsborough. 

From  Pittsborough,  by  D.  Moffit's  to  Lawrence- 
viUe. 

Ftom  Oxford,  by  Cannon  and  Young's  store,  t 
Clsrksville,  in  Vitginia. 


In  Sooth  Caroldna. — From  Columbia,  by  Richard 
Harrison's  Store,  to  Bee  hams  vilie. 

From  Georgetown,  by  Black  River,  Bull  Creek, 
apd  Pee  Dee  Ferries,  to  Conwayborough. 

From  Conway  borough,  by  Little  River,  and 
Smithville,  to  Wilmington,  in  North  Carolina. 

From  Chester  Courthouse;  by  Cedar  Shoals, 
and  McDonald's  Ferry,  to  Lancaster  CoDrthoose. 

From  John  Thompson,  Junr's,  by  Richard  How- 
ard's to  Godfrey's  Ferry,  on  Big  Pee  Dee  river, 
or  near  the  same. 

That  the  mail  from  Lumberton,  to  Marion 
Courthouse,  pass  by  the  most  eligible  route,  omit- 
ting Baifields,  if  necessary. 

In  CItorffia. — From  Hartford,  by  Jacksonrille, 
to  Perry's  Mills,  in  Tatnal  County. 

That  the  mail  route  from  Augusta  to  Savan- 
nah shall  pass  by  Warnesborau^. 

From  Poweltown,  by  Mount  Zion  and  Eaton- 
toil,  to  Monticello. 

£»  Ohio — From  Coshocton  to  Wooster, 

From  Neville  to  Bethel. 

That  the  mail  from  Marietta  to  Woodfield  go 
by  Regnier's  Mills,  in  the  town  of  Aurelius. 

From  Feestown,  by  Bethel,  Williamsburg,  Le- 
banon, and  Ridgeville,  to  Dayton. 

From  Lebanon,  by  Springborough,  and  Ridge- 
Tille,  to  Xenia. 

From  West  Union,  by  Decatur^  Ripley,  Bridge- 
water,  Bethel,  and  Newton,  to  Cincinnati. 

From  Greenville  to  Winchester,  in  Indiana. 

From  Irville  to  Mount  Vernon. 

From  Pikeion,  by  Robert  Beimett's  and  Asa 


Boynton's,  to  Burlington,  on  the  north  tide  of  the 
Ohio  river. 

From  Nornalk,  in  the  county  of  Huron,  to 
Lower  Sandusky,  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

In  KeKtucks— From  Falmouth,  by  Theobald's, 
to  Fredericksburg. 

From  Whitley  Courthouse,  by  Colonel  Ross's,  10 
Monticello. 

That  the  post  road  from  Mount  Sterling  to 
Prestonburgi^ss  by  the  Olymjfian  Springs,  and 
Beaver  Iron  Works,  in  Bath  county. 

That  the  post  road  from  the  Great  Crossings,  to 
the  mouth  of  Cedar,  pass  by  Heslersville,  in  Owen 
county. 

From  Richmond  to  Estill  Courthouse. 

From  Smithland,  by  America,  in  Illinois,  to 
Cypress,  in  Kentucky. 

From  Richmond,  by  Big  Hill,  to  Hazle  Patch. 

From  EstillCoorthouse,  to  Patrick's  Saltworks, 
on  the  north  fork  of  Kentucky  river. 

From  New  Castle,  by  Westport,  and  Bethlehem, 
to  Charlestown^  in  Inaiana. 

From  Stamping  Grotmds  to  Heslersville. 

From  Frankfort,  by  Heslersville,  to  Fort  Wil- 

From  Shelbyville  to  New  Castle. 

InTemtetiee. — From  Knoiville,  by  Morgan  Court- 
house, to  Overton  Courthouse. 

From  Morgantown  to  Pumpkin  Town,  by  the 
town  of  Calhoun,  to  Ross's,  on  the  south  side  of 
Tennessee  river. 

From  Murfreesborough  to  Shelbyville. 

From  Carthage,  by  Lancaster,  and  Harmony 
Grove,  to  Statesville. 

From  Kington,  by  William  White's,  on  Poplar 
Creek,  to  Clmton- 

From  Mouroe,  by  Gainsborough,  Williamsbu^, 
and  Beech  Hill,  to  Carthage. 

Pram  Reynoldsbursh  to  the  Lower  Chickaiiaw 
Bluffs. 

From  Nashville,  by  Harpelh,  and  New  Hope, 
to  Payetteville. 

From  Greenville  to  Greenville  College,  in  the 
county  of  Greene. 

From  Sparta,  by  Allen's  Ferry,  and  Liberty,  to 
Statesville. 

From  Chickasaw  Lower  Blufl',  to  the  post  of 
Arkansas. 

Jti  Indiaaa. — From  Palestine,  by  Hindostan,  to 
Porters  ville. 

From  Madison  to  Versailles. 

From  Lawienceburg,  by  Aurora,  Hanover,  and 
Rising  Sun,  to  Vevay. 

In  Slinoii. — From  Kaskaskias,  by  the  Irish  Set- 
tlement, Covington,  Carlisle,  and  Perrysvilie,  to 
Vandalia. 

From  lUiDoia  Saline,  in  Gallatin,  to  Golconda. 

From  York,  by  Aurora,  to  Terre  Hante. 

From  Montgomery,  by  Brownsville,  and  Gill's 
Ferry,  to  Jackson,  in  Missouri  Territory. 

Tne  mail  from  Cape  Girardeau  to  Salem,  Ken- 
tucky, shall  pass  by  America. 

From  Canni,  by  Mount  Vernon,  to  Carlisle. 

From  Catmi,  to  Wayne  Courthouse,  and  Jefler- 
S0&  CoDitbouse. 


^yCoC-^lc 


2697 


2S08 


Public  Act*  of  CoTiffreu.  ■ 


From  PalmyTa,  by  Wayne  Courthonsej  Jefler- 
son  CouTihouse,  sod  Carington,  to  BcUeville. 

From  Anifrica  to  Jonesborough. 

/n  Miuvttppi. — From  Natcnez,  bv  Franklin, 
MoQticello,  Covioglon,  Wayne,  and  IVincheeter, 
to  Fort  St.  Stephens. 

From  Fotdsville  to  Shieldsboro'. 

hi  Alabama. — From  Tuscaloosa,  by  Msrioa 
County  Couithouse,  lo  Columbus. 

From  Burnt  Corn  Spiing,  by  Connecub  Court- 
house, to  Fori  CrawfoTd. 

From  HuncsriUe,  by  Jackson  Courthouse,  and 
Lawrie's  Ferry,  to  Rosa's  and  Washington,  in 
Tenneasef. 

From  Cahawba,  by  Portland,  Canton,  Prairie 
Blufi;  Black's  Bluff,  and  Foster's,  to  Fort  Clai- 

From  Mooreville,  by  Milton's  Bluff,  Courtland, 
Btunbridge,  and  Big  Spring,  to  Russelville,  in 
Ftaitklin  county. 

From  Cahawba,  by  Joseph  Briton's,  Old  Town, 
FaUsof  Cahawba,  Ktng  and  Smith's  store,  Shelby 
Courthouse,  DaTid  McLaughlia'x,  St.  Clair  Court- 
house, Vincent  Bennett's,  the  Cherokee  Nation, 
by  Ross-'s  and  James  Patterson's,  to  Washington, 
in  Tennessee. 

Prom  the  town  of  Cahawba  lo  the  Falls  of  Ca- 
liawba,  and  to  Tuscaloosa. 

From  Courtland  to  Moulton. 

From  Si.  Clair  Coonhouse  to  Carolsville. 

Jti  Miteouri  Territory. — From  New  Madrid  to 
foint  Pleasant. 

From  Louisiana,  by  Haoibal,  to  Palmyra. 

From  Louisiana  to  New  London. 

That  tbe  post  road  from  Cape  Girardeau  to 


Winchester,jiass  by  Edward  Tanner's. 
From  St.  Charles,  by  Marlhasville,  Mc 
Courthouse,   Loutre  Island,  Cote   Sans   Des: 


Nashville,  Srailblon,  John  Grayum's,  Franklin, 
Spanish  Neekle  Prairie,  Chareton,  William  W. 
Monroe's,  Grand  Rirer,  Bloomfield,  Missourilon, 
and  Blumoo,  to  Fort  Osage. 

From  Fori  Osage,  by  Mount  Vernon,  Tabbo, 
Little  Osage  Bottom,  and  Jefferson,  to  Chareion. 

hi  Mdtigan  TirHtory. — From  Detroit,  by  Pon- 
tiac,  to  Mount  Clemens. 

Approred,  May  13, 1830. 

Aa  Act  Sling  the  linii  fat  tba  naxt  mcetiDg  of  Can- 

Bt  it  enaOtd,  fe..  That,  after  the  adjournment 
of  tbe  present  session,  the  qeii  meeting  of  Con- 
gress  shall  be  on  the  second  Monday  of  November 

Approved,  May  13,  1820. 

An  Act  to  limit  iha  teria  of  office  of  ceitsin  officers 
therain  named,  and  far  other  porpoHi. 
Bt  it  tnaOtd,  fc.  That,  from  and  after  the  pass- 
ing of  this  act,  all  district  attorneys,  coUectors  of 
the  customs,  naval  officers,  and  sorreyocs  of  the 
eosloms,  nav^  agents,  receivers  of  public  moneys 
for  Undt,  registers  of  the  land  offices,  paymasters 
in  the  Aimy,  the  apothecary  general,  the  assistant 


apotheeariee  general,  and  the  commissary  genenl 
of  purchases,  to  be  appointed  under  the  laws  of  tbe 
United  States,  shall  he  appointed  for  the  term  of 
four  years;  but  shall  be  removable  from  office  at 
pleasure. 

Sec.  2.  Aad  ba  it  furthtr  naeted,  That  the  com- 
mission of  each  and  every  of  the  officers  named  in 
the  first  section  of  this  act,  now  in  office,  unless 
vacated  by  removal  from  office,  or  otherwise,  shall 
cease  and  expire  in  the  manner  following:  All 
such  commissions  bearing  date  on  or  before  the 
thirtieth  day  pf  September,  one  thousand  eight 
himdred  and  fourteen,  shall  cease  and  expire  on 
the  day  and  month  of  their  respectivedaies,  which 
shall  next  ensue  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  Septem- 
ber next;  all  such  commissions  bearing  dale  aiWr 
the  said  thirtieth  day  of  September,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  and 
before  the  first  day  of  October,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixteen,  shall  cease  and  expire  on  the 
day  and  month  of  their  respective  dates,  which 
ihall  next  ensue  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  Septem- 


expire  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  four  years 
from  their  respective  dates. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  furthtr  enacUd,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  &om  time  to  time,  M 
in  his  opinion  the  interest  of  the  United  States 
may  require,  to  regtitate  and  increase  the  sums  for 
which  the  bonds  required,  or  which  may  be  re- 
quired, by  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  to  be 
given  by  tbe  said  officers,  and  by  all  other  officers 
employed  in  the  disbursement  of  the  public  mon- 
eys under  the  direction  of  the  War  and  Navy  De- 
partments, shall  be  given;  and  oil  bonds  given  in 
conformity  with  sucn  regulations  shall  be  as  valid 
and  effectual,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  if 

given  for  the  sums  respectively  mentioned  in  the 
iws  requiring  the  same. 

Sec.  4.  Ami  be  it  furtiter  maded,  That  the  com- 
missions of  aU  officers  employed  in  levying  or  col- 
lecting the  public  revenue  shall  be  made  out  and  re- 
corded in  the  Treasury  Department,  and  the  seal 
of  the  said  department  affixed  t' 
the  contrary  notwithstanding: 
said  seal  shall  not  be  affixed  to 
sion  before  the  same  shall  ^ave  been  signed  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 
Approved,  May  15,  1820. 


An  Act  to  BUthoriia  the  Pmident  of  the  United 
Stale*  to  boiTOw  ■  lum  not  aiceeding  thraa  mil- 
lioni  of  dollars. 
■  Be  it  enaOed,  ^.,  That  tbe  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  be  and  he  is  hereby  empowered  to  bor- 
row, on  the  credit  of  the  United  Stales,  a  sum  not 
exceeding  three  millions  of  dollars,  at  a  rate  of  in- 
terest payable  quarter  yearly,  not  exceeding  five 
per  centum  per  annum,  and  reimbursable,  at  the 
will  of  the  Grovernment,  at  any  time  after  the  firat 
day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-two ;  or  at  a  rate  of  interest,  payable  in  like 
maimer,  nol  exceeding  six  per  centum  per  annum, 
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ttai  reimbunable  at  the  [deaiare  of  the  United 
States;  to  be  applied,  ia  addition  to  the  moneys 
now  in  the  Treamiy,  or  which  may  be  received 
thCTein  from  other  (ources,  during  the  present 
year,  to  defrar  any  of  the  public  expenses  which 
aie  or  may  M  authorized  by  law.  The  stock 
thereby  created  Ekall  be  transfenable  in  the  same 
mamier  u  is  piorided  by  law  for  the  transfer  of 
the  public  debt. 

Sec.  2.  And  U  itfiirthtr  enatUd,  That  it  ihtJl 
be  lawful  for  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to 
lend  the  said  sam.  or  any  part  thereof;  and  it  is 
hereby  further  declared,  that  it  shall  be  deemed  a 

good  execution  of  the  said  power  to  borrow,  for 
le  Secretary  of  the  Treasory,  with  the  approba- 
tion of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to 
cause  to  ba  constituted  certificates  of  stock,  Eigaed 
by  the  Roister  of  the  Treasury,  or  by  a  Commis- 
sumer  of  Loans,  for  the  sum  to  be  borrowed,  or  for 
any  part  thereof,  bearing  an  interest  of  fire  per 
centmn  per  annum.  Iran  sferrable  and  reimbnrsa' 
Ue  as  aforesaid,  and  to  cause  the  said  certificates 


Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  fariher  macUd,  That  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  be  and  he  is  hereby  author- 
ized, with  the  approtation  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  to  employ  an  a|^nt  or  agents  for 
the  pnrpose  of  obtaining  subscnplions  to  die  loan 


authorized  by  this  ai 


)I  exceeding  one-eighth  of  one  per  cent,  on 
me  amount  thus  sold,  or  tor  which  subscriptions 
shall  hare  been  thus  obtained,  may,  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  be  allowed  to  such  agent  or 
agents,  and  a  sum,  not  exceeding  four  thousand 
dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  Uie  Trea- 
sury not  otherwise  appropriated,  is  hereby  appro- 
priated for  that  object,  and  also  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  printing  and  issuing  the  subscription 
certificates,  and  certificates  of  slock,  and  other  ex- 
penses incident  to  the  due  execution  of  this  act 

Sec.  4.  Aiid  be  it  farther  maaUd,  That  so  much 
of  the  funds  constituting  the  annual  appropriation 
of  ten  millions  of  dollars,  for  the  payment  of  the 
principal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt  of  the 
United  States,  as  may  be  sufficient  for  that  pur- 
pose, af^er  satisfying  the  sums  necessary  for  the 
payment  of  the  interest,  and  of  such  part  of  the 
prmcipal  of  the  said  debt  as  the  United  States  are 
now  pledged  annually  to  pay  or  reimburse,  is  here- 
by [)ledged  and  appropriated  for  the  payment  of 
'  "  '  t,  and  for  the  reimbursement  of  the  prin- 


cipal of  the  stock  which  may  be  created  by  virme 
of  this  act     It  shall,  accordingly,  be  the  di  ' 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  to 


o  be  applied  and  paid,  out  of  the  said  fund,  yearly, 
such  sum  and  sums  as  may  annually  be  necessary 
to  discharge  the  interest  accruing  on  the  said  stock, 
and  may  oe  discharged,  in  conformity  with  the 
terms  of  the  loan.  And  they  are  further  author- 
ized to  apply,  from  lime  to  time,  such  sum  or  sums, 
out  of  the  said  fund,  as  they  may  think  proper,  to- 
wards dischargiuff,  by  purcnase,  and  at  a  price  not 
above  par,  ihe  prmcipal  of  the  said  stock,  or  any 
part  thereof.    And  the  faith  of  the  United  Statea 


is  hereby  pledged  to  establish  sufficient  rerenues 
for  making  up  any  deficiency  that  may  hercafUr 
take  place  in  the  funds  hereby  apwopriated  for 
paying  the  said  interest  and  princiinl  sums,  or  any 
of  them,  in  manner  aforesaid. 
Approved,  May  J5, 1620. 

An  Act  to  incorporate  iha  inhsbituita  of  the  City  of 

Washington,  and  to  repeal  all  acts  heietotore  paased 

for  that  pnipOM. 

B»  it  tnadtd,  ^.,  That  theact,entitled  "An  act 
to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  and  the  act 
supplementary  to  the  same,  passed  on  the  twenty- 
fourth  of  Fenuary,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eignt 
hundred  and  four,  and  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
further  to  amend  tne  charter  of  the  City  of  Wash* 
inglon,"  and  all  other  acts  or  parts  of  acts,  incoD- 
aistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  repealed :  Prooidtd,  Aoimmt,  That 
Ihe  Mayor,  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men,  and  members  of  the  Board  of  Common  Coun- 
cil of  the  corporation  of  the  said  city,  shall  and 
may  remain  and  continue  as  such  for  and  during 
the  terms  for  which  they  have  been  respectirely 
appointed,  subject  to  the  terms  and  conditions  in 
such  cases  legally  made  and  provided;  and  all  acts 
or  things  done,  or  which  may  be  done  by  them  in 
pursuance  to  the  provisions,  or  by  virtue  of  the  au- 
thority of  the  said  acts,  or  either  of  them,  and  not 
inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall 
be  valid,  and  of  as  full  force  and  effect  as  if  the 
said  acts  had  not  have  been  repealed. 

Sbc  2.  And  be  it  fiulktr  enactad,  That  the  in- 
habitants of  the  City  of  Washington  shall  ooa- 
linue  to  be  a  body  politic  and  corporate,  by  the 
name  of  the  "Mayor,  Board  of  Aldermen,  and 
Board  of  Common  Council,  of  the  City  of  Waah- 
inglon,"  to  be  elected  by  ballot,  as  hereinaAer  di- 
rected ;  and,  by  their  corporate  name,  may  sue  and 
be  fued,  implead  and  be  impleaded,  grant,  receive, 
and  do  all  other  acts  as  natural  persons,  and  may 
purchase  and  hold  real,  personal,  and  mixed  prop* 
erty,  or  dispose  of  the  same,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
city ;  and  may  have  and  use  a  city  seal,  and  break 
and  alter  the  same  at  pleasure. 

Sec  3.  ^niihstrt(rtA«rniacte^,  That  the  Mayor 
of  the  said  city  shall  be  elected  on  the  first  Monday 
in  June  next,  and  on  the  same  day  in  every  second 
year  thereafter,  at  Ihe  tame  time  and  place,  in  the 
same  manner,  and  by  the  persons  qualififid  to  rote 
for  members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  the 
Board  of  Common  Council.  That  the  com- 
missioners hereinafter  mentioned  shall  make  out 
duplicate  ceriiGcates  of  the  result  of  the  elec- 
tion of  Mayor;  and  shall  return  one  to  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  and  the  other  to  the  Board  of 
Common  Council,  on  the  Monday  next  enstiing 
the  election;  and  the  person  having  the  greatest 
number  of  votes  shall  be  the  Mayor ;  hot  in  case 
two  or  more  persons,  highest  in  vote,  shall  have 
an  equal  numWr  of  voles,  then  it  shall  be  law&I 
for  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  the  Board  of  Com- 
mon Council  to  proceed,  forthwith,  by  ballot,  in 
joint  meeting,  to  determine  the  choice  between 
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such  persons.  The  Mayor  shall,  on  the  Monday 
next  ensuing  hia  election,  before  he  enters  on  the 
duties  of  his  office,  in  the^esenee  of  the  Boatds  of 
Aldermen  and  Common  Council,  in  joint  meeting, 
take  an  oath,  to  be  administered  by  a  justiceof  the 
peace,  "lawfully  to  ezecate  the  duties  of  his  office, 
tothebeitofhisskllland  jadrmentgWithoutfaTDTor 
partiality."  He  shall,  ex  officio,  hare  and  exercise 
all  the  powers,  authority,  and  jurisdictitm,  of  a 
justice  of  the  peace  for  the  coontv  of  Washington, 
within  the  said  county.  He  Ehall  nominate,  and, 
with  the  consent  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  ap- 
point to  all  offices  ander  the  corporation,  (except 
eommissioneiB  of  election,)  and  may  remove  any 
such  officer  from  office  at  his  will  and  ^eamre. 
He  shall  appoint  persons  to  fill  ap  all  vacandes 
which  may  occur  daring  the  recess  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  to  hold  such  appointments  until  the 
end  of  the  then  ensuing  session.  He  may  convene 
the  two  Boards  when,  in  his  opinion,  the  public 
good  may  require  it;  and  he  shall  lav  before 
them,  from  time  to  time,  in  writing,  men  altera- 
tions in  the  laws  of  the  corporation  as  he  may 
deem  necessary  and  proper ;  and  he  shall  receive 
fbr  his  services,  annually,  a  just  and  reasonable 
compensation,  to  be  allowed  and  fixed  by  the  two 
Boards,  which  shall  neither  be  increased  nor  di- 
nunuhed  during  his  continoance  in  office.  Any 
jKison  shall  be  eliKiUe  to  the  office  of  Mavor  who 
18  a  free  white  m^e  citiien  of  the  United  States, 
iriko  shall  have  attained  to  the  age  of  thirty  years, 
who  shall  have  resided  in  the  said  city  for  two 
years  immediately  preceding  his  election,  and  who 
shtdl  be  the  bona  fide  owner  of  a  freehold  estate  in 
thetaidcity;  and  no  other  person  shall  be  eli^itde 
to  the  said  office.  In  case  of  the  retinal  or  any 
pMson  to  accept  the  office  of  Mayor,  upon  bts 
election  thereto,  or  of  his  death,  resignation,  ina- 
bilitr,  or  remoTal  from  the  city,  the  said  Boards 
shall  assemble  and  elect  another  in  his  place,  to 
serve  for  die  remainder  of  the  term,  or  during  such 
inability. 

Sec.  4.  AndU  H  fUrilwr  madtd.  That  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  ^all  consist  of  two  members,  to  be 
residents  in,  and  chosen  from,  each  ward,  by  the 
qualified  voters  therein,  and  to  be  elected  for  two 
jrears,  from  the  Monday  next  ensninK  tbdr  elec- 
tion; and  the  Board  of  Common  Conneil  shall 
consist  of  three  members,  to  be  residents  in,  and 
chosen  from,  each  ward,  by  the  qualified  voters 
therein,  and  to  be  elected  for  one  year,  from  the 
Monday  next  ensuinK  their  deetion;  and  each 
BtMTd  shall  meet  at  the  Council  Chamber,  on-the 
>Dd  Monday  in  June  next,  for  the  despatch  of 
iness,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  at  the 
same  hour  on  the  second  Monday  in  June,  in  every 
Tear  thereafrer ;  and  at  such  other  times  as  the  two 
Boards  mav,'  by  Uw,  direct.  A  majority  of  each 
Board  shall  be  necessary  to  form  a  quorum  to  do 
bnsiness,  but  a  less  number  may  adjourn  from  day 
to  day ;  they  may  compel  the  attendance  of  abseit 
members  in  such  manner,  and  under  such  penal' 
ties,  and  allow  such  compensation  for  the  atten- 
dance of  the  members,  as  they  may,  by  law^  pro- 
vide; each  Board  shall  appoint  its  own  President, 
who  shall  preside  daring  its  sessions,  and  who 


shall  be  entitled  to  vole  on  all  questions;  iher 
shall  settle  their  rules  of  proceedings^  appoint  then 
own  officers,  regulate  their  respective  compenia- 
tions,  and  remove  them  at  pleasure ;  and  may, 
with  the  concurrence  of  three-fourths  of  the  whole, 
expel  anf  member  for  disorderly  behavior,  or  mal' 
conduct  in  office,  but  not  a  second  time  for  the 
same  offence ;  each  Board  shall  keep  a  journal  of 
its  ]m>ceedings,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  shall  be 
enlerM  thereon,  at  the  request  of  any  member; 
and  their  deliberations  shall  be  public.  All  ordi- 
nances or  acts,  passed  by  the  two  Boards,  shall  be 
sent  to  the  Mayor  for  his  approbation,  and,  when 
approved  by  him,  shaU  he  obligatory  as  such.  Bat, 
if  the  BiIayoT  ^tall  not  approve  of  any  ordinance 
or  act,  so  sent  to  him,  be  shall  retorn  the  same 
within  five  days,  with  his  reasons  in  writing  there- 
for ;  and  if  two-thirds  of  both  Boards,  on  recon- 
sidoalion  thereof,  agree  to  pass  tbe  same,  it  shall 
be  in  force,  in  like  manner  as  if  he  had  amiroved 
it ;  but,  iif  the  two  Boards  shall,  by  their  adioum' 
ment,  prevent  its  return,  the  same  shall  not  De  ob- 
ligatory. 

Sec.  S.  And  ht  it  fmihtr  mmt«d,  That  no  per- 
son shall  be  eligible  to  a  seat  in  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen or  Boara  of  Common  Council  unless  he 
shall  be  more  than  twenty-five  years  of  age,  a  free 
white  male  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  shall 
have  been  a  resident  of  die  City  of  Washington 
for  one  year  next  x^eceding  the  day  of  election, 
and  shall,  at  the  time  of  his  election,  be  a  resident 
of  the  ward  for  wiiich  he  shall  be  elected,  and  be 
then  tbe  bona  fide  owner  of  a  freehold  estate  in  the 
said  city,  and  shall  have  be«i  assessed  on  the  books 
of  the  corporation,  for  the  year  ending  on  the 
thirty-first  of  Decemb«'  next  preceding  the  day  of 
election.  And  every  free  white  male  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  of  lawful  age,  who  shall  have 
resided  in  the  City  of  Washington  for  one  year 
next  preceding  the  day  of  dection,  and  shall  be  a 
resident  of  the  ward  in  which  he  shall  offer  to 
vote,  and  who  shall  have  been  assessed,  on  the 
books  of  the  corporation,  for  the  year  endins  on 
the  thirty-first  day  of  Deconbef  next  prec«aitiff 
the  day  of  election,  and  who  shall  have  paid  aU 
taxes  legally  assessed  and  due  on  nersonal  propoty, 
when  l%aUy  required  to  pay  the  same,  and  no 
other  person,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  any  elec- 
tion for  members  of  the  two  Boards.  And  it  riiall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Register  of  the  city,  or  such 
officer  as  the  corporation  may  hereafter  direct,  to 
furnish  the  commissioners  of  election,  in  each 
ward,  previous  to  opening  the  polls,  at  every  elec- 
tion, a  list  of  the  persons  having  a  right  to  vote, 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  this  section. 

Sec.  6.  And  bt  it  >rfA«r  fluuM,  That  an  elec- 
tion for  members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and 
Board  of  Common  Council,  shall  be  held  on  the 
first  Monday  of  June  next,  and  on  the  first  Mem- 
day  in  June  annually  thereafter;  and  all  elections 
shall  be  held  by  three  commissioners  to  be  ap- 
pointed in  each  ward,  by  the  two  boards  in  joint 
meeting,  which  appointment  shall  be  at  least  ten 
days  previous  to  the  day  of  each  election.  And  It 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commissionen  so  a[^inted 
to  give  at  least  five  days'  pievious  public  notice 
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of  tbe  place  in  each  ward  vheie  such  elections  .._  _ 
to  be  held.  The  commissioners  shall,  beAwe  they 
receive  any  ballot,  Krenilly  take  an  oath  or  affir- 
matiDn,  to  be  administered  by  some  justice  of  the 
peace  for  the  county  of  WaahinEton,  "truly  and 
&ithfully  to  receive  and  return  the  votes  of  such 
persons  as  are  by  law  entitled  to  vote  for  members 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  Board  of  Commoa 
Council,  in  theii  lesnective  wards,  according  to 
the  beet  of  their  jaagment  and  understand mg: 
and  not  knowingly  to  receive  or  return  the  vote 
of  any  person  virno  is  not  legally  entitled  to  the 
same."  The  polls  shall  be  opened  at  ten  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  and  be  closed  at  seven  o'clock  in 
the  evening  of  the  same  day.  Immediately  on 
closing  the  polls,  the  said  commissioners  for  each 
ward,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  count  the  bat- 
lots,  and  make  out,  under  their  hands  and  seals,  a 
correct  return  of  the  persons  having  the  greatest 
number  of  l^al  votes  for  members  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  and  for  members  of  the  Board  of  Com- 
mon Council,  respectively,  togetfaei  with  the  num- 
ber of  votes  given  to  eacn  person  voted  for;  and 
the  persons  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes 
for  the  two  Boards  respectively,  shall  be  duly 
elated,  and,  in  all  cases  of  an  equality  of  votes, 
the  commissioners  shall  decide  the  choice  by  lot. 
Tbe  said  returns  shall  be  delivered  to  tbe  Mavor. 
on  the  day  succeeding  the  election,  who  shall 
cause  the  result  of  the  election  to  be  published  in 
some  newsraper  printed  in  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton:  a  duplicate  return  shall,  twether  with  a  list 
of  toe  persons  who  voted  at  such  election,  also  be 
made  on  the  da^y  succeeding  the  election,  to  the 
register  of  the  cinr,  who  shall  preserve  and  record 
the  same;  and  shall,  within  two  days  thereafter, 
notify  the  several  persons,  so  returned,  of  Iheir 
election.  Aod  each  Beard  shall  judge  of  the  le- 
gality of  the  elections,  returns,  and  qualifications, 
of  its  own  members,  and  shaU  supply  vacancies 
in  its  own  body,bv  causing  elections  to  be  held  to 
fill  the  same,  ana  appoint  commissioners  to  hold 
the  same ;  and  such  commissioners  shall  give  at 
least  five  days'  public  notice  of  the  lime  and  place 
of  holding  such  elections ;  each  of  the  members  of 
either  Board  shall,  before  entering  on  the  duties  of 
his  office,  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  "faithfully 
10  execute  the  duties  of  his  office,  to  the  best  of  his 
knowledge  and  ability,"  which  oath  or  affirma- 
tion shall  be  administered  by  the  Mayor  or  some 
justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Washington. 
Sec.  7.  And  be  it  fiirtJier  enaeUd,  That  the  cor- 
poration aforesaid  shall  have  full  power  and  au- 
thority to  lay  and  collect  taxes  upon  the  real  and 
personal  propertv  within  the  said  city,  provided 
that  no  tax  shall  be  laid  upon  real  property,  at  a 
higher  rate  than  three-quarters  of  one  per  centum 
on  the  assessment  valuation  thereof,  except  for  the 
special  purposes  bereinafWr  provided  ;  and  that  no 
tax  shall  be  laid  upon  the  wearing  apparel,  or 
necessary  tools  and  implements  used  in  carrying 
on  the  trade  or  occupation  of  any  person:  nor 
shall  the  same  be  subject  to  distress  and  sale  for 
any  tax ;  and,  after  providing  for  all  objects  of  a 
general  natuK,  the  taxes  raised  on  the  assessable 
property  in  each  ward  shall  be  expended  therein, 


and  in  no  other;  to  establish  a  board  of  heallii^ 
with  competent  authority  to  enforce  its  regula- 
tions, and  to  establish  such  oibei  r^olatioiu  na 
may  be  necessary  to  prevent  the  imroduction  of 
contagious  diseases,  and  for  the  preservation  of 
the  health  of  the  city ;  to  prevent  and  remove  nui- 
sances ;  to  establish  night-watchea  or  patrols,  and 
erecllampsintheatreets;  to  preserve  tbe  navigation 
of  the  Potomac  and  Anacostia  itvers  adjoining  the 
city ;  to  erect,  repair,  and  regulate  public  wharves, 
and  to  deepen  creeks,  docks,  and  basins;  to  regu- 
late the  manner  of  erecting,  and  the  rates  of  wharf- 
age at,  private  wharves;  to  regulate  theslalioning, 
anchorage,  and  mooring  of  vessels ;  to  provide  lor 
licensing,  taxiDg,and  regulating  auctions,  retailers, 
ordinaries,  and  taverns,  hackney-carriages,  wagons, 
carts,  and  drays,  pawn-brokers,  vend^s  of  lottery 
tickets,  mooey-c hangers,  and  hawkers  and  pedlars ; 
to  provide  for  licensing,  taxing,  regulating,  or  re- 
straining theatrical  or  public  shows  ana  amuse- 
ments ;  to  restrain  or  prohibit  tippling  houses,  lot- 
teries, and  all  kinds  of  gaming ;  to  regulate  and 
establish  markets;  to  erect  and  repair  bridges;  to 
open  and  keep  in  repair  streets,  avenues,  laoe^ 
alleys^  drains,  and  sewers,  agreeably  to  tbe  plan  of 
the  city;  to  supply  the  city  with  water;  to  pro- 
vide for  the  safe-Keeping  of  the  standard  weights 
and  measures  as  fixed  by  Congress,  and  for  the 
regulation  of  all  weights  and  measures  used  in  the 
city :  to  regulate  the  sweeping  of  chimneys,  and 
fix  tne  rates  or  fees  therefor ;  to  provide  tor  the 
prevention  and  extinguishment  01  fires ;  to  regu- 
late the  size  of  bricks  to  be  made  or  used,  and  ;)ro- 
vide  for  the  inspection  of  lumber  and  other  build- 
ing materials  to  be  sold  in  tbe  city ;  to  regulate, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  tne  manner  of  erecline,  and  the  mate- 
rials to  be  used  in  the  erection  ofnouses;  to  regu- 
late the  inspection  of  tobacco,  fiour,  butter,  and 
lard,  in  casks  or  boxes,  and  sailed  provisions;  to 
regulate  the  gauging  of  casks  ana  liquors ;  the 
storage  of  gunpowder,  and  all  naval  and  military 
stores,  not  tne  properly  of  the  United  Stales ;  and 
the  weight  and  quality  of  bread;  to  impose  and 
appropriate  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  for  the 
breach  of  their  laws  or  ordinances;  and  to  pro- 
vide for  the  appointment  of  inspectors,  constables, 
and  such  other  officers  as  may  be  necessary  to  ex- 

:UIe  the  laws  of  the  corporation. 

Sec.  8,  And  be  it  fariher  eaacUd,  That  the  said 
corporation  shall  have  full  powerand  authority  to 
lay  taxes  on  particular  ward^  parts,  or  sections  of 
the  city,  for  their  particular  local  improvements; 
and,  upoa  the  appUcation  of  the  owners  of  more 
than  one  half  01  the  property  upon  any  portion  of 
a  street,  to  cause  the  curb  stones  to  be  set,  and  the 
foot-ways  10  be  paved,  on  such  portion  of  a  street, 
and  to  lay  a  tax  on  such  property,  to  the  amount 
if  the  expense  thereof:  Piwided,  That  such  tax 
hall  not  exceed  three  dollars  per  front  foot ;  and, 
upon  a  like  application,  to  cause  the  carriage  way 
ol  any  portion  of  a  street  to  be  paved,  or  lamps  to 
be  erected  therein,  and  light  ihe  same,  and  lay  a 
tax,  not  exceeding  the  whole  expense  thereof,  in 
due  proportion,  on  the  lots  fronting  on  such  por&m 
of  a  street,  and,  also,  to  impose  an  addition  or  in- 
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teiest  on  the  Bmounta  of  any  such  taxes,  not  ex- 
ceediDg  ten  pei  ceDtom  per  antiuiD,  wben  the  same 
shall  not  have  becQ  paid  within  thirty  daj^  after 
the  same  shall  have  become  dae.  Tne  said  cor- 
poralioa  Bball  also  have  power  and  authority  to 
proTide  for  the  estabUshment  and  auperiatendeDce 
of  puUic  tcfaools,  and  to  endow  the  same ;  to  es- 
laNish  and  erect  hospitals  or  pest-honses,  watch, 
aod  work-homes,  houses  of  correction,  peaiten- 
tiary,BDd  other  public  buildings, and  to  lay  and  col- 
lect taxes  forihe  expenses  thereof;  to  regulate  party 
or  other  walls  and  fences,  and  to  determine  by 
whomthesameshallbekeptinrepaiT;  tocausenew 
alleys  to  be  opened  through  the  squares,  and  to  ex- 
tend those  aueady  laid  out,  upon  the  application 
of  the  owners  of  mote  than  one-half  the  property 
in  such  squares:  Prooided,  That  the  damages 
which  may  accrue  thereby  to  any  indiridual  or 
individuals,  shall  be  first  ascertained  by  a  jury,  to 
be  sununoned  nnd  impannelled  by  the  Marshal  of 
the  District  of  Columbia,  (and  it  is  hereby  made 
his  duty  to  summon  and  impaooel  the  same,  in  all 
snch  eases,  upon  application  to  him  in  writing  by 
the  mayor  of  the  city,)  and  such  damages  to  be 
paid  by  the  corporation ;  the  amount  thereof,  and 
the  expenses  accruing  shall  be  levied  in  due  pro- 
portion upon  the  individuals  whose  property  on 
such  squares  shall  be  benefited  thereby,  and  col- 
lected as  other  taxes  are;  to  occupy  and  improve, 
for  public  purposes,  by  and  with  the  consent  of 
the  President  of  (he  United  States,  any  part  of  the 
public  and  open  spaces  and  squares  in  said  city, 
not  interfering  with  any  private  rights ;  to  regu- 
late the  admeasurement  and  weight  by  which  alt 
articles  brought  into  the  city  for  sale  shall  be  dis- 
posed of;  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  ap- 
praisers and  measurers  of  builders' workand  mate- 
rials, and  also  of  wood,  coal,  grain,  and  lumber  ; 
to  restrain  and  prohibit  the  nightly  and  other  dis- 
orderly meetings  of  slaves,  free  negroes,  and  mulat- 
toes,  and  to  punish  such  slaves  by  whipping,  not 
exceeding  forty  stripes,  or  by  imprisonment,  not 
exceeding  six  months,  for  any  one  ofience,  and  to 
punish  such  free  negroes  and  mulattoes,  by  penal< 
ties,  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars  for  any  one 
offence,  and  in  case  of  the  inability  of  any  such 
free  negro  or  mulatto  to  pay  any  such  penalty  and 
cost  thereon,  to  cause  him  or  her  to  be  confined  to 
labor  for  any  time  not  exceeding  six  calendar 
months;  to  cause  all  vagrants,  idle,  or  disorderly 
persons,  all  persons  of  evil  life  or  ill  fame,  and  all 
such  as  have  no  viuble  means  of  support,  or  are 
likely  to  become  chargeable  to  the  cor^ration  as 
paupers,  or  are  found  begging  or  drunk  in  or  about 
the  streets,  or  loitering  in  or  about  tippling  houses, 
or  who  can  show  no  reasonable  cause  of^business 
or  employment  in  the  city,  and  all  suspicious  per- 
sons who  have  no  fixed  place  of  residence,  or  who 
(  give  a  good  account  of  themselves 


eavesdroppers  and  nigh  I  walkers ;  all  who  shall  be 
"'  y  of  open  profanity,  or  grossly  ini' 
r  behaviour  publicly  in  tne  i 
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JmbFic  prostitntes,  and  such  as  lead  a  notoriously 
ewd  or  lascivious  course  of  life,  and  all  such  as 
keep  public  gaming  tables,  or  gaming  houses,  to 
give  security  Tor  tbeir  good  behaviour  lor  a  reason- 


able time,  and  to  indemnify  the  city  against  any 
charge  for  their  support ;  and,  jn  ease  of  their  re- 
fusal or  inability  to  give  such  security,  to  cause 
them  to  be  con&ied  to  labor  until  sucn  security 
shall  be  given,  not  exceeding  however  one  year  at 
a  time;  but,  if  theysball  be  found  again  offend- 
ing, the  like  proceedings  may  be  again  bad,  and, 
from  time  to  time,  as  ouen  as  may  be  necessary; 
to  enforce  the  departure  of  sncb  vagrants  and  pau- 
pers as  may  come  into  the  city  to  reside,  unless 
they  shall  give  ample  security  that  they  will  not 
become  chargeable  on  the  corporation  for  tbeir 
support ;  to  provide  for  the  bindmg  out  as  appren- 
tices of  poor  orphan  children,  ami  the  children  of 
drunkards,  vagrants,  and  paupers  ;  to  prescribe  the 
terms  and  conditions  upon  which  free  negroes  and 
mulattoes  may  reside  in  the  city;  to  authorize, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  the  drawing  of  lotteries  for  the  erection 
of  brid^,  and  effecting  any  important  improve- 
ments in  the  city,  which  the  ordinary  revenue 
thereof  will  not  accomplish,  for  the  term  of  ten 
years:  Fromdid,  That  the  amount  so  authorized 
(o  be  raised  in  each  year  shall  not  exceed  the  sum 
of  ten  thousand  dollars,  clear  of  expenses ;  to  take 
care  of  and  to  regulate  burial  grounds ;  to  provide 
for  the  registering  of  tTuths,  deaths,  and  mi 


nances,  unless  (he  owner  or  holder  of  such  servant 
or  slave  shall  pay  the  fine  in  such  cases  provided; 
and  to  pass  all  laws  which  shall  be  deemed  neces- 
sary and  proper  for  carrying  into  execution  the 
powers  vesteii  by  this  act  in  the  said  corporation 
or  its  officras. 

Sec.  9.  Avd  U  it  farther  maettd,  That  the  Mar- 
shal of  the  District  of  Columbia  shall  receive  and 
safely  keep  within  the  jail  for  the  county  of  Wash- 
ington, at  the  expense  of  the  said  corponiion,  all 
persons  committed  thereto  under  or  by  authority 
of  the  provision?  of  this  act.  And  in  all  cases 
where  suit  shall  be  brought  before  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  for  the  recovery  of  any  fine  or  penalty  aris- 
ing or  incurred  for  a  breach  of  any  law  or  ordi- 
nance of  the  corporation,  execution  shall  and  may 
be  issued  as  in  all  other  cases  of  small  debts. 

Sec.  10.  Ami  U  it  fuHktr  maied,  That  real 
property,  whether  improved  or  unimproved,  in  the 
City  of  Washington,  on  which  two  or  more  yeaia' 
taxes  shall  have  remained  due  and  unpaid,  or  on 
which  any  special  tax,  imposed  by  virtue  of  au- 
thority of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  have 
remained  unpaid  for  two  or  more  years  afier  the 
same  shall  have  become  due,  or  so  much  thereof, 
not  less  than  a  lot,  (when  the  property  upon  which 
the  tax  has  accrual  is  not  less  than  that  quantity,) 
as  may  be  necessary  to  pay  any  such  taxes,  with 
all  legal  costs  and  charges  arising  thereon,  may 
be  sold  at  public  sale  to  satisfy  Uie  corporation 
therefor :  Provided,  That  public  notice  be  given  of 
the  time  and  place  of  sale,  by  advertising,  once  a 
week,  in  some  newspaper  printed  in  the  City  of 
Washington,  for  at  least  six  months,  where  the  pro- 
perty is  asseued  to  prasons  residing  out  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  for  three  months^  where  the  property  is 
assessed  to  persons  residing  in  the  United  States, 
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bat  without  the  District  of  Columbu ;  and  for  six 
WMks,  where  the  propeity  is  asseued  to  penons 
icsidiiig  within  the  District  of  Colambia ;  in 
which  adTertiw&Knt  ahatl  be  stated  the  number 
of  the  lot  or  lots,  (if  the  square  hat  been  dirided 
into  lots,)  the  cumber  of  the  cquare  or  squarea,  or 
other  nifflcieni  definite  description  of  the  prop- 
erty  selected  for  sale,  the  name  of  the  person  or 
penons  to  whom  the  same  may  have  bMn  asses- 
sed, for  the  re^)eciive  years'  taxes  due  thereon,  as 
also  the  name  of  the  pnsoa  to  whom  the  same  is 
awessed,  and  the  a^pr^^ate  amount  of  taxes  due. 
The  ptuchaser  or  purchasers  of  any  such  property 
•ball  pay,  at  the  time  of  such  sale,  the  amount  of 
the  taxes  due  on  the  pvperly  so  purchased  by  him, 
ber,  or  them,  respectiTely,  with  the  amonnl  of  the 
cxpeues  of  sale ;  and  he,  she,  or  they,  shall  pa  y  the 
residue  of  the  purchasemoneywithin  ten  days  after 
the  expiration  of  two  years  from  the  day  of  sale,  to 
the  coUector  of  taxes,  or  other  officer  of  the  Cor- 
poration authorized  to  reeeire  the  same ;  and  the 
amount  of  soch  residue  shall  he  placed  in  the  city 
trMwury,  where  it  shall  remain,  subject  to  the  or- 
4lw  of  the  oriffinal  proprietor  or  proprietors,  bis, 
her,  or  their,  Mgal  representatiree ;  and  the  pur- 
cbaaer  or  purchasers  shall  reeeire  a  tiile  in  fee 
■ample,  in  and  to  the  lot  or  lots  so  wld  and  pur- 
«haaed,  tmder  the  hand  of  the  Mayor  and  seal  of 
the  CorpotWiw,  which  shall  be  deemed  good  and 
valid  in  law  and  equity :  Provided,  neverthdat, 
That  if.  within  two  yean  from  the  day  of  any 
nch  safe,  or  before  such  purchaser  or  porehasers 
shall  have  paid  the  residue  of  the  purchase  monev 
as  ftfOTCsaid,  (he  proprietora  of  any  properly  whicn 
shall  have  been  nold  as  aforesaid,  his,  her,  or  Uieir, 
hors,  agoils.  or  legal  representatives,  shall  repay 
to  such  purchaser  or  purchasers  the  moneys  jiaid 
jbr  the  taxes  aiMl  expenses  as  aforesaid,  together 
with  ten  per  centum  per  annum,  as  intetesi  there- 
«n,  ot  make  a  tender  thereof,  or  shall  deposite  the 
iMae  in  the  hands  of  the  Mayor  of  the  city  or 
other  officer  of  the  Corporation  appointed  to  re- 
«ciTe  the  sanw,  for  the  use  of  sucb  purchaser  ax 
porebasers,  and  subject  to  his,  hn,  or  their  heirs, 
or  legal  representatives'  order,  of  which  such  pur- 
chaser, his  heirs,  or  legal  representatives,  shall  be 
immeaiately  informed  by  notice,  in  some  newspa- 
per printed  in  the  city  of  Washington^  or  otMr- 
wisehe,  she,  or  they,  shall  be  reinstated  in  his,  her, 
or  their,  original  right  and  title,  as  if  no  such  sale 
had  be«L  made.  And  if  any  such  purchaser  shall 
ftil  to  pay  the  residue  of  the  purchase  money  as 
ftforcMid,  within  the  time  required  by  this  section, 
for  any  prtqterty  so  purchased  by  him,  he  shall 
pay  ten  per  centam  per  annum,  as  interest  thereon, 
and  in  Edition  to  such  residue,  to  be  computed 
from  the  expiration  of  the  two  vears  as  aforesaid, 
until  the  actual  payment  of  such  residue,  and  the 
icoeiriBg  of  a  conveyance  from  the  Corporation  ; 
and  the  said  iotereat  shall  alike  be  subject  to  the 
order  of  the  original  proprietor  or  proprietors,  as 
the  residue  of  the  purchase  money  as  aforesaid : 
Prosided,  atto.  That  no  sale  shall  be  ntade,  in  pur- 
■oaoce  of  this  section,  of  any  improved  )m>p«rty 
whereon  there  is  personal  propo'ty  of  sufficient 
value  to  pay  the  said  taxes;  and  that  minors, 


morqagecs,  or  others,  having  equitable  interests  io 
real  prtqwrty,  which  property  shall  be  sold  fn  taxes 
as  aforesaid,  shall  be  allowed  one  ve«r  iflet  aticii 
minois'  coming  to  or  being  of  full  ^^  or  after 
soch  mortgageee  and  others,  having  equuafale  in- 
terestSj  obtaining  possession  of,  or  a  decree  lor  tbc 
sale  of  such  property,  to  redeem  the  property  m> 
sold  from  the  pnrchaser  or  jpurchaters,  liis,  her,  or 
their  assigns,  on  paying  the  amount  of  porcluue 
money  so  paid  therefor,  with  ten  per  cent  inleien 
thereon,  as  aforesaid,  and  all  the  taxes  that  have 
been  paid  thereon  by  the  purchaser,  or  his  assigns, 
betweo)  the  day  of  sale  and  the  period  of  sneh 
redemption,  with  ten  pn  cent,  interest  on  the 
amount  of  soch  taxes,  and  also  the  full  value  of 
the  improvemnits  which  may  have  been  made  or 
erected  on  such  property,  by  the  purehaser,  at  his 
assies,  while  the  batae  was  in  his  or  their  pos- 
session: Afid  prwidtd,  noTwner,  That  where  the 
estate  of  the  tenant  in  default,  as  for  year*,  or  for 
life  or  lives,  shall  be  aufficient  to  defray  the  taxes 
chargeable  thereupon,  such  estate  only  shall  be 
liable  to  be  sold  under  the  provisions  oi  this  act 

Sec.  11.  Aiid  be  itMher  tnaeud,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  coQector,  or  other  officer,  (dtdy 
authorized)  to  postpone,  afler  stich  advertisement 
the  sale  of  any  property  advertised  according  to 
the  provisions  of  uie  forgoing  aeclion,  to  any 
future  day,  for  the  want  of  bidden,  he  giving  pub- 
lic notice  of  such  postponement,  ami  the  sale,  inade 
at  such  postponed  time,  shall  be  equally  valid  as  if 
made  on  the  day  stated  in  the  advertisement. 

Sec.  12.  AMh«  it /urOtr ttuuttd.  That  the  per- 


shall  have  authority  to  collect  the  same  by  distress 
and  sale  of  the  goods  and  ehattels  of  the  persons 
chargeable  thenwith ;  hut  no  such  sale  ^all  be 
made  unlcn  ten  days'  previous  notice  thereof  be 
given  in  some  newspaper  printed  in  the  city  of 
Washington,  and  the  provisions  of  the  acts  of 
Assonb^  of  Maryland,  now  in  force  within  the 
county  of  Washington,  relating  to  the  right  of  re- 
plevying personal  property  taken  in  executim  for 
pubhc  taxes,  shall  apply  to  all  cases  of  personal 
property  taken  by  distress  to  satisfy  taxes  tmpoaed 
by  virtue  of  this  act 

Sec.  13.  And  ba  itfurHier  tnaOedj  That  the  levy 
court  of  the  countyof^Waahington,mthe  District  of 
Colambia,  shall  not  possess  the  power  of  aaseanng 
any  tax  on  property  in  the  city  of  Washington; 
nor  shall  the  Corporation  of  the  aid  eitv  be  oUiged 
to  contribute,  in  any  manner,  towards  tne  expenses 
or  eipenditnres  of  said  court,  except  for  the  one- 
half  part  of  the  expenses  incuried  on  aecotmt  of  the 
orphans'  court,  the  office  of  coroner,  tJte  jail  of 
said  county,  and  theopeningand  repairing  of  roads 
in  the  county  of  Washington,  east  of  Rock  Cred, 
leading  directly  to  the  city  of  Washington ;  but 
the  said  Corporation  shall  have  the  aore  control 
and  managanent  of  the  brid^  across  or  aret  Rock 
Creek,  at  the  tennination  of  K  street  north ;  and 
shall  be  chargeable  with  the  expense  of  keeptng 
the  same  in  repair,  and  rebuilding  it  when  ne- 
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of  the  circuit  court,  and  the  roister  of  wtlU,  foi 
the  coimtf  of  Washiogton,  respectively,  shall  fur- 
nish the  Twister  of  the  city,  or  other  officer  of  the 
Corporation,  appointed  to  receiTe  the  same,  od  or 
about  the  6xst  Monday  is  January  and  July,  in 
every  year,  correct  lists  of  the  Innslers  of  real  pro- 
perty in  the  city,  during  the  next  preceding  naif 
year,  as  far  a«  can  be  asco'tained  by  the  records  iu 
their  reepective  offices;  and  the  said  Corporation 
shall  make  to  the  said  clerk  and  register  of  wills 
such  compensation  therefor,  as  shall  be  agreed  on 
between  the  respective  parties,  not  exceeding  sis 
cents  for  each  transfer  on  such  lists. 

Sec.  15.  Andbeitfartkereaaaed,  ThattheCom- 
miscioner  of  the  Public  Buildinn,  or  other  person 
appointed  to  superintend  the  United  Slates'  dis- 
bursements in  the  City  of  Washington,  shall  reim- 
burae  to  the  said  corporation  a  just  proportion  of 
any  expense  which  may  hereafter  be  incurred  in 
lajring  open,  paving,  or  otherwise  improving,  any 
of  the  streets  or  avenues  id  front  of  or  adjoining 
to,  or  which  may  pass  through  or  between,  any  of 
the  public  squares  or  reservations;  which  pri^wr- 
tion  shall  determined  by  a  comparison  of  the  length 
of  the  front  or  fronts  of  the  said  squares  or  reser- 
vations of  the  United  Stales  on  any  such  street  or 
avenu^  with  the  whole  extent  of  the  two  sides 
thereof;  and  he  shall  cause  the  curb-stones  to  be 
set,  and  foot-ways  to  be  pared,  on  the  side  or  sides 
of  any  such  street  or  avenue,  whenever  the  said 
corporation  shall  by  law  direct  such  improvements 
to  be  made  by  the  proprietors  of  the  lots  on  the  op- 
poeite  side  of  any  such  street  or  avenue,  or  adiacoit 
to  any  such  square  or  reservation;  and  he  shall  cause 
the  loot-ways  to  be  paved,  and  the  cnrb-stoues  to 
be  set,  in  front  of  any  lot  or  lots  beliHiging  to  the 
United  States,  when  the  like  improvements  shall 
be  ordered  by  the  corporatioD,  in  front  of  the  lots 
adjoining  or  squares  adjacent  thereto ;  and  he  shall 
deliay  the  expeiuea  dir«cted  by  this  section  out  of 
any  moneys  arising  from  the  sale  of  lots  in  the 
City  of  Washington  bdongbg  to  the  United  States, 
and  from  no  other  fund. 

Sec.  16.  Andbeit/artiia-maeltd,  That  the  pres- 
ent Boards  of  Aldermen  and  Common  Council 
shall,  before  the  last  Monday  in  May  next,  divide 
the  said  city  into  as  man^  wards  as  m  their  opin- 
ion shall  be  most  conducive  to  the  interests  otthe 
city;  and  the  Boards  of  Aldermen  and  Common 
Council  mar  from  time  to  time,  as  the  interestsof 
the  city  shall  reqoiie,  alter  the  number  and  bound- 
aries of  the  said  wards:  Prowhd,  That  the  said 
wards  shall  at  all  times  be  so  laid  off,  altered,  and 
bounded,  that  each  ward  shall  comprise,  as  near 
as  may  be,  an  equal  number  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  said  city :  Md  pnmcUfi,  tmeever,  That  if  such 
division  slull  not  be  made  prior  to  the  said  last 
Monday  in  May,  then  the  said  city  shall  be  divided 
into  six  wards,  m  manner  following,  to  wit:  All 
that  part  of  said  city  westward  of  Sixteenth  street 
west  shall  conititnte  the  first ;  that  part  to  the  east- 
ward of  ^xleentb  street  west,  and  to  the  westward 
of  Tenth  street  west,  shall  constitute  the  seeond ; 
that  pert  to  the  eastward  of  Tenth  street  west,  to 
thewestwardof  PirsI  street  west,  and  to  the  north- 
ward of  E  street  south,  shall  constitute  the  third; 


that  part  to  the  ea^ward  of  First  street  west,  to 
the  westward  of  Eighth  street  east,  and  to  the 
northward  of  E  street  south,  shall  constitute  the 
fourth ;  that  part  to  the  eastward  of  Tenth  street 
east,  to  the  westward  of  Fourth  street  east,  and  to 
the  southward  of  E  street  south,  shall  constitute 
the  fifth;  and  the  residue  of  the  city  shall  consti- 
tute the  sixth  ward.  The  expenses  which  maybe 
incurred  in  improving  and  repairing  the  streets 
which  form  the  boundaries  of  the  several  wards 
shall  be  defrayed  out  of  the  taxes  raised  in  the  sev- 
eral wards  which  adjoin  the  same,  respectively,  in 
equal  proportions;  and  the  present  Boards  of  Al- 
dermen and  Common  Council  shall,  before  the  first 
Monday  in  June  next,  apiMrtion  by  law  such  por- 
tions of  the  debt  of  the  city  as  have  been  hereto- 
fore chargeable  to  the  existing  wards  amongst  the 
wards  established  by  this  section,  upon  just  and 
equitable  princiides.  And  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
shall,  so  soon  as  the  same  shall  have  been  organ- 
ized, on  the  second  Monday  in  June  next,  divide 
the  members  into  two  classes,  in  manna:  foUow- 
ing,towit:  Thosememberswnoarenowinoffice. 
and  by  virtue  of  their  election  in  June  last  shall 
be  entitled  to  lake  their  seals  in  the  new  board,  as 
members  from  the  wards  In  which  they  shall 
respectively  reside,  shall  be  placed  in  the  first  class; 
ana  those  members  who  shall  be  elected  from  the 
same  wards  in  June  next  shall  be  placed  in  the  sec- 
ond class ;  and  the  other  members  shall  be  jdaced 
in  their  respective  classes  by  lot;  and  the  seals  of 
the  first  claaa  shall  be  vacated  at  the  end  of  the 
first  year,  and  the  seats  of  the  second  class  shall 
be  vacated  at  Ihe  end  of  the  second  year;  so  that 
one  member  shall  be  elected  in  each  ward  every 
year  thereafter.  And  the  members  of  the  Board  of 
Aldnmen  shall  be  hereafter  sxiijleio  justices  of  the 
peace  for  the  county  of  Washington,  unless  hold- 
ing commissions  in  the  Army  or  navy  of  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  it.  Artd  bt  it  farther  eaaOid,  That  this  act 
shall  continue  in  force  for  and  during  the  term  of 
twenty  years,  and  until  Congress  shall  by  law  de- 
termine otherwise. 

Approved,  May  15, 1830. 

Ad  Act  proTidiDg  fbr  the  better  organizilion  of  the 
TrsMury  Depsrtnieal. 

Beitenadad,  ^.,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such 
officer  of  the  Treasury  Department  as  the  President 
of  the  United  Stales  shall,  from  time  to  lime,  de- 
signate for  that  purpose,  as  the  a|rent  of  the  Trea- 
sury, to  direci  end  superintend  all  orders,  suits,  or 
proceedings,  in  law  or  equity,  for  the  recovery  of 
money,  chattels,  lands,  tenements,  or  heredita- 
ments, in  the  name,  and  for  the  use,  of  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enatUd,  That,  from  and 
after  the  thirtieth  day  of  September  next,  if  any 
collector  of  the  revenue,  receiver  of  public  monev, 
or  other  officer,  who  shall  have  received  the  pun- 
lie  money  before  ii  is  paid  into  the  Treasiu^  of 
the  United  Slates,  shall  fail  to  render  his  accoont, 
or  pay  over  the  same  in  the  manner,  or  within  the 
time,  required  by  law,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
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First  CoTnptroHer  of  the  Treasury  U 
stated  thp  account  of  such  collectoi, 
public  money,  or  othet  officer,  exhibiting  truly  the 
amount  due  to  the  United  States,  and  certify  the 
same  lo  the  a^nt  of  the  Treasury,  who  Is  hereby 
atithorized  and  required  to  issue  a  warrant  of  dis- 
tress against  such  delinquent  officer  and  his  sureties, 
directed  to  the  marshal  of  the  district  in  which 
such  delinquent  officer  and  his  surety  or  sureties 
shall  reside ;  and  where  the  said  officer  and  his 
surety  or  sureties  shall  reside  in  different  districts, 
or  where  they,  or  either  of  them,  shall  reside  in  a 
district  other  than  that  in  which  the  estate  of 
either  may  be  sjtuaiej  which  may  be  intended  to 
be  taken  and  sold,  then  sucli  warrant  shall  be  di- 
rected to  the  marshals  of  such  districts,  and  to 
their  deputies^  respectiTely  ;  therein  specifying 
the  amount  with  which  such  delinquent  is  charge- 
able, and  such  sums,  if  aoy,  which  nave  been  paid. 
And  the  marshal  authorized  to  execute  such  war- 
rant, shall,  by  himself  or  by  his  deputy,  proceed  to 
levy  and  collect  the  sum  remainine  due,  by  distress 
and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  such  delin- 
i^uent  officer,  having  given  ten  days'  previous  no- 
tice of  such  intended  sale,  by  affixing  an  advertise- 
ment of  the  articles  to  be  sold  at  two  or  more  pub- 
lic places  in  the  town  or  county  where  the  said 
goods  or  chattels  were  taken,  or  in  the  town  or 
county  where  the  owner  of  such  goods  or  chattels 
may  reside;  and  if  the  goods  and  chattels  be  not 
sufficient  to  satisfy  the  said  warrant,  the  same 
may  be  levied  upon  the  person  of  such  officer,  who 
may  be  committed  to  prison,  there  to  remain  antil 
discharged  by  due  course  of  law.  Notwithstand- 
ing tlie  commitment  of  such  officer,  or  if  he  ab- 
scoodj  or  if  goods  and  chattels  cannot  be  found 
sufficient  to  satisfy  the  said  warrant,  the  marshal 
or  his  deputy  may  and  shall  proceed  to  levy  and  col- 
lect the  sum  which  reioBins  due  by  such  delinquent 
officer,  by  the  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and 
chattels  of  the  surety  or  sureties  of  suca  officer ; 
having  given  ten  days'  previous  notice  of  such  in- 
tended sale,  by  affixing  an  advertisement  of  the  ar- 
tides  CO  be  sold  at  two  or  more  public  places  in  the 
town  or  county  where  the  said  goods  or  chat- 
tels were  taken,  or  in  the  town  or  county  where 
the  owner  of  such  goods  or  chattels  resides.  And 
the  amount  due  by  any  such  office  as  aforesaid 
shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  to  be,  a 
lien  upon  the  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments, 
of  sucn  officer  and  his  sureties,  from  the  dale  of  a 
levy  in  pursuance  of  the  warrant  of  distress  issued 
against  nim  or  them,  and  a  record  thereof  made  in 
the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  district  court  of  the 
proper  district,  until  the  same  shall  be  discharged 
according  to  law.  And  for  want  of  goods  and 
chattels  of  such  officer,  or  his  surety  or  sureties, 
sufficient  to  satisfy  any  warrant  of  distress  issued 
pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  the  lands. 
tenements,  and  hereditaments,  of  such  officer,  ana 
his  surety  or  sureties,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may 


public  places  in  the  county  or  district  where  such 
real  estate  is  situate,  prior  to  the  time  of  sale,  may 
atid  shall  be  sold  by  the  marshal  of  such  district 


or  his  deputy;  and  for  all  land^ tenements,  or 
hereditaments,  sold  in  pursuance  of  the  authority 
aforesaid,  the  conveyance  of  the  marahals  or  their 
a  deputies,  executed  m  due  form  of  law,  shall  give 
valid  title  against  all  persons  claiming  under  sueh 
delinquent  officer,  or  ms  surety  or  sureties.  And 
all  moneys  which  may  remaiit  of  the  proceeds  of 
such  sates,  after  satisfying  the  said  warrant'  of 
distress,  and  paying  the  reasonable  costs  and 
charges  of  the  sale,  shall  be  relumed  to  such  de- 
linquent officer  or  surety,  as  the  case  may  be: 
Pnvidtd,  That  the  summary  process  herem  di* 
reeled  shall  not  affecl  any  suretv  of  any  officer  of 
the  United  States,  who  became  tnond  to  (he  Uni- 
ted Stales  before  the  passing  of  this  act;  but  each 
end  every  such  officer  shall,  on  or  before  the  thir- 
tieth day  of  September  next,  give  new  and  suffi- 
cient sureties  for  the  performance  of  the  duties 
required  of  such  officer. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it/uHhtr  enacUd,  That,  from  and 
after  the  thirtieth  day  of  September  next,  if  aity 
officer  employed,  or  who  has  heretofore  been  em- 
ployed, in  the  civil,  military,  or  naval  demrtments 
of  the  Government,  to  disburse  the  public  money 
appropriated  for  the  service  of  those  departments, 
respectively,  shall  fail  to  render  his  account,  or  to 

Eay  over,  in  the  manner,  and  in  the  times,  required 
y  law,  or  the  regulations  of  the  department  to 
which  he  is  accountable,  any  sum  of  monev  re- 
maining in  the  hands  of  such  officer,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  First  or  Second  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury,  as  the  case  may  be,  who  shall  be  charged 
wiUi  the  revision  of  the  accounts  of  such  officer, 
to  cause  to  be  stated,  and  certify,  the  accoimt  of 
such  delinquent  officer  to  the  agent  of  the  Treasury, 
whois  hereby  authorized  and  required  immediately 
to  proceed  against  such  delinquent  officer,  in  the 
manner  directed  in  the  preceding  section,  all  the 
provisionsof  which  are  hereby  declared  to  be  ap(di- 
cable  lo  every  officer  of  the  Government  charged 
with  the  disbursement  of  the  public  money,  and  to 
their  sureties,  in  the  same  manner,  and  to  ine  same 
extent,  as  if  they  had  been  described  and  enume- 
rated in  the  said  section :  Providtd,  iwwrttc&M, 
That  the  said  agent  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  ap- 
probation of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  cases 
arising  under  this  or  the  [)receding  secUonj  may 
postpone,  for  a  reasonable  time,  the  institution  <» 
the  proceedings  required  by  this  act,  where,  in  his 
opinion,  the  public  interest  will  sustain  no  injury 
by  such  postponement. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  fiirAer  enacted,  That  if  any 
person  should  consider  himself  aggrieved  by  any 
warrant  issued  under  this  act^  he  may  prefer  a  bill 
of  complaint  to  any  district  .itidge  of  the  United 
Stales,  setting  forth  therein  the  nature  and  extent 
of  the  injurv  of  which  he  complains,  and  tberfr- 
upon  (he  judge  aforesaid  may,  if  m  his  opinion  the 
case  requires  it,  grant  an  injunction  to  stay  pro- 
ceedingson  such  warrant  altogether,  or  for  so  much 
thereofas  the  nature  of  the  case  requires  ;  but  no 
injunction  shall  issue  (ill  the  party  applying  for 
the  same  shall  give  bond,  and  sufficient  securiiy, 
conditioned  for  the  performance  of  such  judgment 
B3  sh^  be  awarded  asaiost  the  complaisant,  in 
such  amount  as  the  judge  granting  the  injunction 
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shall  piescribe ;  nor  shall  the  usuio^  of  such  _ 
iunction  in  any  manner  impair  ihe  lien  produced 
ny  the  issuing  of  such  warrant.  And  the  same 
proceedinffs  slull  be  had  on  such  injunction  a 

other  cases,  except  that  no  answer  shall  be  ni 

sary  on  the  part  of  the  United  States ;  and  if,  upon 
dissolving  the  injunction,  it  shall  appear,  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  judge  who  shall  decide  upon  the 
sanoe,  that  the  applicatiou  for  the  injunction  was 
merely  for  delay,  in  addition  to  the  lawful  interest 
wbica  shall  be  assessed  on  all  sums  which  may  be 
found  due  against  the  complainant,  the  said  judge 
is  hereby  authorized  to  add  such  damages  as  that, 
with  the  lawful  interest,  it  shall  not  exceed  the 
rate  of  ten  per  centum  per  annum  on  the  principal 

Sec.  5.  And  bt  itfartker  enaded,  That  inch 
junction  may  be  granted  or  dissolved  by  s 
judge,  either  in  or  out  of  court 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  ftulher  tnadtd,  That  if  any 
person  shall  consider  himself  aggrieved  by  the  de- 
cision of  such  judge,  either  in  retusing  to  issue  the 
injunction,  or,  if  granted,  on  its  dissolution,  it  shall 
be  competent  for  such  person  to  lay  a  copy  of  the 
proceeding  had  before  the  district  ludge,  before  a 
judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  to  whom  authority 


s  hereby  given,  either  to  grant  the 
—  '\  an  appeal,  as  the  case  may 
opinion  of  sucn  judge  of  the  Supreme  bottrt,  the 


''^ii;'i^ 


equity  of  the  case  requires  it  j  and  thereupon  tlfe 
same  proceedings  shall  be  had  upon  such  injunc- 
tion, in  the  circuit  court,  as  are  prescribed  in  the 
district  court,  and  sul;iject  to  the  same  conditions 
in  all  respects  whatsoever. 

Sec.  7.  Aitd  be  U  fUrthtr  maettd.  That  the  at- 
torneys of  the  United  States,  for  the  several  judi- 
cial oistrlcta  of  the  United  States,  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  all  suits  in  the  same,  in  the  name  and  for 
the  benefit  of  the  United  States,  shall  conform  to 
such  directions  and  instructions,  touching  the 
same,  as  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  siven  to  them 
reapectivelv,  by  the  said  agent  of  the  Treasury. 
And  it  shall,  moreover,  be  the  duty  of  each  of  the 
said  attorneys,  immediately  after  the  end  of  every 
term  of  the  district  and  circuit  courts,  or  of  any 
State  court,  in  which  any  suit  or  action  may  be 
pending,  on  behalf  of  the  United  Stales,  under  the 
direction  ofany  district  attorney,  to  forward  to  tlie 
said  agent  of  the  Treasury  a  statement  of  the  cases 
which  have  been  decided,  during  the  said  term, 
together  with  such  Information  touching  such  cases 
as  may  not  have  been  decided,  as  may  oe  required 
by  the  said  officer. 

Sec.  8.  AndU  it ftaiiier  enaOtd,  Thatitshallbe 
the  duty  of  the  clerks  of  the  district  and  circuit 
courts,  within  thirty  days  after  the  adjournment 
of  each  successive  term  of  the  said  courts  respec- 
tively, to  forward  to  the  said  agent  of  the  Treasury 
a  list  of  all  judgments  and  decrees  which  have 
been  entered  in  the  said  courts  respectively,  dming 
such  term,  to  which  the  United  States  are  parties, 
showing  the  amount  which  has  been  so  adjusted 
or  decreed  for  or  against  the  United  States,  and 
stating  the  term  to  which  execution  thereon  will 
be  returnable.  And  it  shall,  in  like  manner^  be  the 
duty  of  the  marshals  of  the  several  judicial  dis- 


tricb  of  the  United  States,  within  thirty  days  be- 
fore the  commencement  of  the  several  terms  of  the 
said  conrts,  to  make  returns  to  the  said  agent,  of 
the  proceeding^  which  have  taken  place  upon  all 
writs  of  execution  or  other  process  which  have  been 
placed  in  his  hands  for  the  collection  of  the  money 
which  had  been  so  adjudged  and  decreed  to  the 
United  Stales,  in  the  said  courts  respectively. 

Sec.  9.  AndbeitfiirtherenaeUd,  That  nothing  in 
this  act  contained  shall  be  construed  to  take  away 
or  impair  any  right  or  remedy  which  the  United 
States  now  have,  bylaw,  for  the  recovery  of  taxes, 
debts,  or  demands. 

Approved,  May  15, 1820. 

An  Act  Kutborizing  the  building  of  ■  certain  number 
of  ■msU  Veiwli  of  Wsr,  &c. 

Be  U  enaOed,  ^c.  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  is  hereby  authorized  to  cause  to  be 
built  and  equipped  any  number  of  small  vessels 
of  war  (not  exceeding  five)  which,  in  his  judg- 
ment, the  public  service  may  require;  the  said 
vessels  to  be  of  a  force  not  more  than  twelve  guns 
each,  according  to  the  discretion  of  the  President. 
And,  for  carrying  this  act  into  efiect,  the  sum  of 
sixty  thousand  dollars  is  hereby  apwopriated,  to 
be  paid  jont  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury,  Dot 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  May  15,  1620. 


An  Act  to  reiriTe  md  oontinus  in  forc«  an  ac^  snli* 
lleil  "An  act  to  provide  fiir  person*  who  were  disa- 
bled b;  knonn  wonndi,  rcccifcd  in  ihe  Revolu- 
lionsry  tmi,"  snd  for  other  parposci. 
Be  ii  enadtd,  fc,  That  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
to  provide  for  persons  who  were  disabled  by  known 
wounds  received  in  the  Revolutionary  war,"  passed 
on  the  tenth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  six  J  and  limited,  as  in  said  act  declared,  to 
the  term  of  six  years,  and  afterwards  revived  and 
continued  in  force  by  an  act,  entitled  "An  [act^to 
revive  and  continue  in  force  'An  act  lo  provide 
for  persons  who  were  disabled  by  known  wounds 
received  in  the  Revolutionary  war,"  and  for  other 
purposes,  for  and  during  the  term  of  six, years,"  as 
in  tne  said  act  is  declared,  shall  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby,  revived,  and  is  continued  in  force  for 
one  year,  and  no  longer,  from  the  passing  of  this 
act :  Provided,  That  this  act  shall  not  be  construed 
to  repeal  or  make  void  the  fourth  section  of  an 
act,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  invalid  pension^" 
passed  the  third  of  March,  one  thousand  eieht 
nundred  and  nineteen ;  but  the  said  fourth  section 
of  the  said  last  mentioned  act  shall  be,  and  hereby 
is  declared  to  be,  in  full  force  and  effect;  any 
thing  in  the  said  act,  hereby  revived  and  made 
perpetual,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it/artiKT  enacted.  That  the  right 
any^rson  now  has,  or  tnay  hereafter  acquire,  to 
receive  a  pension  in  virtue  of  any  law  of  the 
United  States,  be  considered  to  commence  at  the 
time  of  completing  his  testimony,  pursuant  lo  the 
act  hereby  revived  and  continued  in  force. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  itJitrtJier  eaaeted,  That  the  agents 
for  the  payment  of  invalid  pensioners  of  the  Uni- 
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ted  Btaic>BlMU,infuture,beTeaniTed  to  give  bond, 
with  two  OT  more  saretiei,  to  oe  ■pprored  by  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  in  a  lum 
not  exceeding  five  ihootand  dollars,  for  the  faith- 
ful difcharge  of  the  duties  confided  to  them,  re- 
epectiTdy. 

Approred,  May  15, 1820. 

An  Act  deugnatinf  the  porti  within  which  only  fiir- 
eifn  anued  feweli  abill  be  parmiltBd  to  enter. 
Be  it  mofUA,  ^c,  That,  afier  the  first  day  of 
Julr.  one  thousaad  eight  hundred  and  twenty,  it 
shell  not  be  lawful  for  any  foreign  armed  vessels 
10  enter  any  harbor  beloDnng  to  the  United  Stales, 
ezceptine  only  those  ofPortland,  Boston,  New 
LoDdoa,New  York,  Philadelphia, Norfolk,  Smith- 
Tille,  in  North  Carolina,  Charleston,  and  Mobile ; 
unless  when  each  vessels  shall  be  forced  in  by  dis- 
treet ;  by  the  dangers  of  the  sea.  or  by  being  pur- 
sued by  an  enemy,  and  be  unaUe  to  make  any  of 
Uie  p«>rts  above  mentioned ;  in  which  cases,  the 
commanding  officer  shall  immediately  report  his 
Tessel  to  the  collector  of  the  district,  stating  the 
object  or  causes  of  his  entering  such  harbor ;  shall 


iich  rwiUtioiu  as  shall  be  signified  to  him  by  the 
said  coOecttH-,  under  the  authority  and  directions 
of  the  President  of  the  United  Stales. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  U  fitrOier  foodxi.  That  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
employ  such  part  of  ^e  land  and  naval  forces  of 
the  United  States,  or  themilitia  thaeof^aa  he  may 
deem  neces.-<ajnr  to  enforce  the  prorisions  of  the 
first  section  of  this  act;  and  tiie  President  shall 
also  be  atithorized  to  employ  such  forces  to  pre- 
vent any  forei^  armed  vessd  from  emieiing  or  re- 
maining  withm  any  waters  vilhin  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  United  States,  ezcepi  such  as  shall  lie  in 
her  direct  course  in  entering  from  sea,  or  leaving, 
to  proceed  to  sea,  either  of  the  harbors  above  men- 
tioned. 

Sec.  3.  Aiui  b«a  /mtitr  eaaeUd,  That  this  act 
shall  continue  in  force  until  the  first  day  of  July, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-two,  ana 
no  longer. 

Approved,  May  15,  1820. 

An  Act  for  slteiiaB  the  timse  for  holding  the  Cirouit 

Court  of  the  United  Stale*  for  the  Weslem  Distrtcl 

of  Peaa^lvsnii. 

Bt  it  tnaettd,  ^c.  That  the  terms  of  the  district 
court  for  the  western  district  of  Pennsylvania, 
which  are  now  directed  by  law  to  be  holden  on  the 
fint  Mondays  of  the  months  of  June  and  Decem- 
ber, in  each  year,  shall  herea^er  be  holden  for  the 
said  district,  on  the  first  Monday  in  May,  and  sec- 
ond Monday  in  October,  in  each  year. 

Qeq.Z.  AadUil  farmer  tnatUd,  That  all  actions, 
suits,  process,  pleadings,  and  other  proceedings, 
commenced  or  pending  m  the  said  district  court, 
shall  be  as  goon  and  valid  to  the  said  first  Monday 
in  May,  and  second  Monday  in  October,  in  each 
year,  as  if  this  change  had  not  been  made,  any  law 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 


said  dieilrict  court  for  the  western  district  of  Penn- 
sylvanis,  when  exercising  the  powers  of  a  circuit 
court,  to  the  Supreme  Court  oi  the  United  States, 
in  the  same  mannn  as  from  circuit  courts  ;  and 
that  so  much  of  the  fourth  section  of  the  act,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  divide  the  State  of  FennsyWaDia 
into  two  judicial  districts."  passed  on  the  Uren- 
tieth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eighteen^  as  provides  that  writs  oT  eiror  shall 
lie  from  decisions  in  the  said  district  court,  to  the 
circuit  court  in  the  eastern  district  of  Pennsylva- 
nia be,  and  the  same  it  hereby,  repealed. 

Sec.  4.  Andbe  it  fur^  euatitd.  That  there  shall 
be  allowed  to  the  district  attorney,  and  to  the  mar- 
shal of  the  said  western  district  of  PenusylTUiia, 
and  the  northern  district  of  New  York,  the  yearly 
sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  each  ;  to  commence 
from  the  twentieth  day  of  April,  one  tliousiuid 
eight  hundred  and  nineteen ;  to  be  peid  quarterly, 
■t  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

Approred,  May  IS,  1830. 


An  Act  SD[qilemeDtU7  to  an  act,  entilJed  "An  Aet 
conoerniag  uavigstian." 
B»  it  emtttd,  fc..  That,  from  and  after  the  thir- 
tieth day  of  September  next,  the  ports  of  the  Diii- 
led  States  shsil  be  and  remain  closed  against  every 
Teasel  owned  wholly  or  in  i«rt  by  a  subject  ot  sub- 

t'  Kb  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  coming  or  arriving 
y  sen,  from  any  port  or  place  in  the  province  oi 
Lower  Canada,  or  coming  or  aniving  from  any 
port  or  place  in  the  province  of  New  BrunswicE, 
the  province  of  Nova  Scoiia,  the  islands  of  Neir- 
foundland,  St.  Johns  or  Cape  Breton,  or  the  de- 
pendencies of  any  of  them,  theislands  of  Bermuda, 
the  Bahama  islnnds,  the  islands  called  Caicos,  or 
the  depradencies  of  any  of  them,  or  from  any 
other  port  or  place  in  any  island,  colony,  territory, 
or  possession  under  the  dominion  of  Great  Britain 
in  the  West  Indies,  or  on  the  continent  of  Ame- 
rica, south  of  the  Bouibem  boundary  of  the  United 
Stntes,  and  not  included  within  the  act  to  which 
this  act  is  supplementary.  And  evety  such  vessel, 
so  excluded  from  the  ports  of  the  United  States, 
that  shall  enter  or  attempt  to  enter  the  same,  in 
violation  of  this  act,  shall,  with  her  tackle,  ap- 
parel, and  furniture,  together,  with  the  cargo  on 
txnrd  such  vessel,  he  fiMfeiled  to  the  United  States. 
Sec,  3.  Andbeitfurtkeraiaettd,  That,from  and 
after  the  thirtieth  dayof  September  next,  theowner, 
consignee,  or  agent,  of  every  vessel  owned  wholly 
or  in  part  by  a  subject  or  suDJects  of  His  Britannic 
Majesty,  which  shall  have  been  duly  entered  in 
any^  port  of  the  United  States,  and  on  board  of 
whicn  shall  have  been  there  laden,  for  Aporiaiion, 
any  article  or  articles  of  the  growth,  produce,  or 
manufacture,  of  the  United  States,  otner  than  pro- 


at  the  custom-bouse,  give  bond, inasum  double  the 
value  of  such  article  or  articles,  with  one  or  more 
sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  colleeior,  that 
the  article  or  articles  so  laden  on  board  such  ves- 
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sel,  for  ezpoiution,  shall  be  l&Dded  in  oome  port 
o[  place  othei  than  a  port  or  place  in  hay  proviDce, 
isbnd,  colony,  teiritoiy,  or  possession,  tkeloDgiag 
to  His  Britanoic  Majestjr,  ihat  is  mention^  or 


described  in  this  a 


Q  the  act  to  which  this 


United  Slates,  williout  having  complied  with  the 
provisions  aforesaid,  by  girins  bond  as  aforesaid, 
shall,  with  her  tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture,  to- 
gether with  the  article  or  articles  aforesaid,  laden 
on  board  the  same  as  aforesaid,  be  forfeited  to  the 
United  States:  Frooidtd,  That  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  be  deemed  or  coDstmed 
violate  any  provision  of  the 
late  commerce  between  the 


of  the  Cmi- 


the  third  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  huni 
and  fifteen. 

Sec.  3.  Aodhe  it fwrihtr ewiOtd,  Thatjfromand 
after  the  thirtieth  day  of  September  next,  no  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  be  imported  into  the 
United  Stales  of  America  from  the  prorince  of 
Nova  Scotia,  the  province  of  New  Brunswick, 
the  islands  of  Cape  Breton,  St.  Johns,  Newfound- 
land, or  their  respective  dependencies,  from  the 
Bermuda  islands,  the  Bahama  islands,  the  istands 
called  Caicos.  or  either  or  any  of  the  aforesaid 
possessions,  islands,  or  places,  or  from  any  other 
province,  possession,  plantation,  island,  or  place, 
under  the  dominion  of  Great  Britain  in  the  West 
Indies,  or  on  the  continent  of  America,  south  of 
the  southern  boundaries  of  the  United  States,  ex- 
cept only  such  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  as 
are  truly  and  whoUy  of  the  growth,  produc^  or 
manu&cture,  of  the  ]m}vinee,  colony,  plantmlion, 
island,  possession,  or  place  afomaid,  where  the 
same  shall  be  laden,  and  from  whence  such  gtrads. 
wares  or  mercbandise,  shall  be  directly  importea 
into  the  United  States ;  and  all  goods,  wues,  and 
merchandise,  imported, or  attempted  tone  imported, 
into  the  United  States  of  Amcnca,  eontrary  to  the 

K visions  of  thia  act,  togethn  with  the  vesael  on 
rd  of  which  the  same  shall  be  laden,  her  tackle, 
apparel,  and  furniture,  shall  be  forfeited  to  the 
United  State*. 

Sec.  4.  And  U  itpintker  nacttd.  That  the  form 
of  the  bond  aforesaid  shall  be  preacibed.  and  the 
same  shall  be  diachaiged,  and  all  penalties  and 
forfeiture*,  incurred  under  this  act,  shall  be  sued 
for,  recovered,  distributed,  and  accounted  for,  and 
the  same  may  be  mitigated,  or  remitted,  in  the 
manner,  and  according  to  the  ptovisioDS,  of  the 
act  to  which  this  act  is  supplementary. 

Approved,  May  15, 1820. 


An  Act  to  anthftrise  the  appMntment  at  conmiHranen 
\o  1>;  oat  tba  road  tiMTsia  meatiaQed. 

Whereas,  by  the  continuatioD  of  the  Cumber- 
land road  from  Wheeling,  in  the  State  of  Virginia, 
through  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illi- 
nois, the  lands  of  the  Slates  may  become  more 
valuable — 

Be  tttnaeUd,^.,  That  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  anthimxed  to  ap' 


point  three  impartial  and  judicious  persons,  not 
being  citizens  of  any  of  the  States  aforesaid,  to 
'  1,  in  case  of  the  death  or  re- 


fully  to  examine  the  country  between  Wheeling  ii. 
the  State  of  Virginia,  and  a  point  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  Mississippi  river,  to  be  chosen  by  said  com- 
missioners^ between  St.  Louis,  and  the  mouth  of 
the  Illinois  river,  and  (o  lay  out  a  road  from 
Wheeling,  aforesaid,  to  ihe  point  so  to  be  chosen 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi ;  the  said 
road  to  be  on  a  straight  line,  or  as  nearly  so  as, 
having  a  due  regard  to  the  condition  ana  situa- 
alion  of  the  groimd  and  water-courses  over  which 
the  same  shall  be  laid  ouL  shall  be  deemed  ex- 
pedient and  practicable.  And  said  commission- 
ers shall  have  power  to  employ  aUe  surveyors, 
chainbearers,  and  other  necessary  assistants,  in 
laying  out  said  road  ;  and  so  much  of  the  lanas  of 
the  United  States  as  may  be  included  within  the 
same,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  reserved 
and  excepted  from  the  sales  of  the  puDlic  lands. 
The  said  road  to  be  eighty  feet  wide,  and  desig- 
nated by  marked  trees^  stakes,  or  other  conspicuous 
monuments,  at  the  distance  of  every  quarter  of  a 
mile,  and  at  every  angle  of  deviation  from  a 
straight  line.  And  the  said  commissioners  shall 
cause  to  be  made,  and  delivered  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  an  accurate  jdan  of  said  road, 
M>  laid  out  by  them  as  aforesaid,  vrith  a  written 
report  of  their  proceedings,  describing  therein  the 
State  lines  crossed,  and  tne  marks,  monuments 
courses,  and  distances,  by  which  the  said  road 
shall  be  designated ;  describing,  also,  the  water- 
course^ and  tlie  nature  and  quality  of  the  ground 
over  which  the  same  shall  be  laid  out ;  they  shall, 


divide  said  road  into  sections  of  n 
more  than  ten,  nor  less  than  five,  miles  long,  no- 
ticing the  materials  that  may  be  used  in  maaing 
and  giving  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of  making 
each  section  of  the  road  aforesaid. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  ft  forthtr  tnaeud,  That  the  com- 
missioners, surveyors,  chainbearers,  and  other  ne- 
cessary araistants,  to  be  appointed  in  pursuance  of 
this  act,  shall  severally  taVe  an  oath,  or  affirma- 
tion, faithfully  and  diligently  to  perform  their 
respective  duties,  and  ahiul  receive,  in  full  com- 
pensation for  their  services  and  expenses,  each 
commissioner  six  dollars,  each  surveyor  three  dol- 
lars, and  each  other  necessary  assistant  one  dollar, 
for  each  day  in  which  they  shall  be  necessarilv 
employed  in  the  service  aforesaid:  iVoatded,  ot- 
waytj  and  it  it  htrAjf  eoaettd  tmd  dtdartd.  That 
nothing  in  this  act  contained,  or  ihat  shall  be  done 


;e  thereof,  shall  be  deemed  or  construed 


to  imply  any  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  to  make,  or  to  defray  the  expense  of  making, 
the  road  hereby  authorized  to  be  laid  out,  or  of  any 
part  thereof. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  fairQ\er  ettaded,  That  ten  thou- 
sand dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otbnwiae  awropriated,  be,  and  are 
hereby,  appropriated  to  ddray  the  expense  of  lay- 
ing out  tne  road  aforesaid. 

Approved,  May  15, 1820. 
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Bt  it  tnacUdjfc,  Thatefer^perMn,  or  the  legal 
represeniatives  of  every  person,  who  claims  a  lot 
or  lots  Id  the  village  of  Peoria,  in  the  State  of 
Illinois,  shall,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  October 
next,  deliver  lo  the  lealsKi  of  the  land  office  for 
the  district  of  Edwardsvitle.  a.  notice,  in  writing, 
of  his  or  her  claim ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
said  register  to  make  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury a  report  of  all  claims  filed  with  the  said  re- 
gister, with  the  substance  of  the  evidence  in  sup- 
port thereof;  and,  also,  his  opinion  and  such 
remark!  respectins  the  claims  as  he  may  think 
proper  to  make;  which  report^  together  wiin  a  list 
of  the  claims  which,  in  the  opiniou  of  said  register, 
ought  to  be  confirmed,  shall  be  laid,  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  before  Congress  for  their 
detenninatioD.  And  the  said  register  shall  be  al- 
lowed twenty-fire  cents  for  each  claim  on  which 
a  decision  shall  be  made,  whether  such  decision 
shall  be  ia  favor  or  against  the  claims ;  which  al- 
towance  shall  be  in  full  for  his  services  nnder 

Approved,  May  15, 1820. 

Ad  AcitoinipaM  ■nawioonsfedaljonFrencbilupi 

Be  it  enaeltd,  ^c,  That,  in  liea  of  the  tonnage 
dutv  now  paid  on  French  ships  or  vessels,  there 
shall  be  paid  a  duly  of  eighteen  dollars  per  ton,  on 
all  French  ships  or  vessels  which  shall  oe  entered 
in  the  United  States,  any  act  (o  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding: Providtd,  hovever,  That  nothing 
contained  in  this  act  shall  be  so  construed  ai  to 
prevent  the  extension  of  (he  provisions  of  the  act. 
entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  several 
acts  imposing  duties  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  and 
vessels,  and  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
imported  into  the  United  States,  as  imposes  a  dis- 
eliminating  duty  on  tonnage  between  foreign  ves- 
sels and  VMneb  of  the  United  States,  and  between 
the  goods  imported  into  the  United  States  in  for- 
eign vessels  and  vessels  of  the  United  States,"  to 
Fteueh  ship*  and  vessels,  and  the  goods  imported 
therein,  whenever  the  Qovernroent  of  France  shall 
accede  lo  the  provisions  of  the  act  above  refer- 
red to. 

Sec.  2.  And  bt  U  /wrAtr  etmOtd,  That  the  Ion- 
oMn  duly  laid,  and  directed  to  be  paid,  by  this  act, 
shall  be  collected  and  paid  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  lo  regulate  the 
collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tannage," 
passed  the  second  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine. 

Sec.  3.  jind  ht  it  furthtr  enacUd,  That  this  act 
shall  commence  and  be  in  force  from  aud  after 
the  first  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty. 

Approved,  May  15, 1820. 

An  Act  to  ptovid*  for  Uw  eipanie  of  surrcyiDg  cer- 
tain pans  of  the  coast  of  North  Carolina,  ^d  fbt 
other  porposus. 
Bt  it  tivuiti,  ^e.,  That,  for  carrying  into  effect 


a  resolution  directing  a  survey  of  certain  parts  of 
the  coast  of  North  Carolina,  passed  on  the  nioe- 
teenth  day  of  January,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  the  sum  of  five  thou- 
sand dollars  be,  and  the  rame  ia  hereby,  appropri- 
ated, to  be  paid  out  of  any  unappropriated  money 
in  the  Treasury. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thai  the  sums 
respectively  necessary  lo  carry  into  effect  the  '-Act 
for  the  relief  of  certain  persons  who  have  paid  du- 
ties on  certain  goods  imported  into  Castine,"  ap- 
proved the  eleventh  day  of  April,  in  the  present 
year,  end  also  the  "Act  for  the  rdief  of  Waller 
i  Channing,"  approved  the  eleventh  day  of  April 
aforesaid,  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  tbe 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  May  15,  1820. 

An  Act  la  amenil  sq  act  "making  reMrritioii  of  en- 


Bt  it  enacttd,  ^c.  That  so  much  of  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  on  the  first  day 
of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven- 
leen,  entitled  "An  act  making  reservation  of  cer- 
tain pubLc  lands  for  naval  purposes,"  as  empowers 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  appoint  an  afent  or 
agents,  and  surveyor,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
repealed  J  and  the  duties  and  services  required  by 
^  said  section  be  performed  in  future  by  such  sur- 
veyors of  public  lands  as  may  be  designated  by 
the  Preatdeni  of  the  United  States. 

Approved,  May  15, 1820. 

An  Act  tUBkiag  appropriatioDi  for  canjing  into  efloct 

the  treatiei  coooludsd  with  thsChippaw*  sndKick- 

apoo  nitioni  of  lodiani. 

Be  it  tnacttd,  ^.,  That,  for  the  purpose  of  car- 
rying into  effect  ibe  stipulation  contained  in  the 
fouiio  article  of  the  treaty  concluded  between  the 
United  Stales  and  the  Chippewa  nation  of  Indians, 
on  the  (wenty-founh  of  September,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  and  which  was  rati- 
fied by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  on  the 
tweniy-fif\fa  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight 
himdred  and  twenty,  thae  be,  and  hereby  is,  ap- 
propriated the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  to  be 
paid  in  silver,  annually,  forever,  to  the  said  Chip- 
pewa nation. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  JiirtAer  enaOed,  That  there  be, 
and  hereby  is,  appropriated,  the  sum  of  two  thou- 
sand dollars,  to  carry  into  effect  any  other  stipula- 
tions contained  in  the  said  treaty. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  fuTther  enacted.  That  the  suins 
herein  appropriated  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in 
the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  4.  Ad  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  stipulations  con- 
tained in  the  third  article  of  the  treatv  concluded 
between  ihe  United  States  and  the  tribe  of  Kicka- 
poo  Indians,  of  Vermillion,  on  the  thirtieth  day  of 
AufusI,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen, 
ana  which  was  ratified  by  the  Preatdeni  of  tbe 
United  States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
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sent  of  the  Senile,  on  the  tenth  dsy  of  May,  one 
tbousaod  eight  bundrei]  and  Iwenlr,  there  be,  and 
is  hereby,  appropriated,  Ibe  sum  of  two  thousand 
dollars,  to  be  paid  annually,  for  ten  years,  out  of 
aoy  money  in  the  Treasary  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated. 

Approved,  May  15, 1820. 

An  Act  to  coDlinui  in  force  tha  act  eotitled  "  An  Act 
(opioiida  Ibr  nporti  ofihadediiomofthaSapfBBie 
Court,"  appTDTod  the  third  of  March,  ons  thoasaiid 
eight  bnndred  and  aaTantean. 
Be  U  taaeUd,  fc,  That  the  act  entitled  "An 
act  to  proride  for  reports  of  decisions  of  the  Su- 
preme Court."  approred  the  third  day  of  March, 
oae  tbousaaa  eight  hundred  and  seventeen  be  and 
the  same  is  hereby  continued  in  force  tot  three 
years,  and  no  longer. 
Approred,  May  15, 1820. 

An  Act  to  amend  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  amuid 
the  act  authorising  the  employmeDt  of  an  additional 

Be  it  enacts,  fc,  That  the  second  section  of 
the  act  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  employ- 
ment of  an  additional  naval  force,"  passed  on  the 
thirty-first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and 
nine,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  amended,  so  fat 
as  Co  authorize  the  enlistment  of  able  seamen,  ordi- 
nary seamen,  and  boys,  during  the  contiauance  of 
the  service  oi  cruise  for  whicn  they  shall  be  en- 
listed; not,  however,  to  exceed  the  period  of  three 
years. 

Approved,  May  15, 1820. 

An  Act  to  prOTide  for  repstring  the  roof  of  the  Gen- 
eral Post  Offies,  and  to  procure  an  engine  for  the 
protection  of  aaid  building. 
Bt  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  Postmaster  General 
be,  and  be  hereby  i&^directed  to  cause  the  roof  of 
the  General  Post  Office  to  be  repaired  and  covered 
with  slate ;  and^  also,  to  procure  and  keep,  for  the 
protection  of  said  buildiagi  an  engine  and  appa- 
ratus, for  extinguishing  fire,  and  to  cause  to  be 
built  a  suitable  house  for  the  Hife  keeping  of  sncfa 
engine. 

Sec.  3.  And  U  it  further  eiuui»A,  That  there  be, 
and  there  is  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out 
of  the  moneys  arising  from  the  postage  of  letters 
and  packets,  such  sum  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
purposesaforesaid,  not  exceeding  six  thousand  and 
twenty  dollars. 
Ap[NX)ved,  May  15,  1830. 

An  Act  to  incTMae  the  number  of  derka  in  the  De- 
partment of  War. 
Bt  a  euacted,  fc.,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Oepartmeot  of  War  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  autho- 
rized and  empowered  to  employ  six  additional 
clerks  in  his  Department ;  and  that  the  sum  of  six 
thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  ap- 
propriated, for  their  compensation,  to  be  paia  out 
of  any  money  in  the  Treaiury  not  otherwise  ai>- 


propriated.    This  act  to  continue  in  force  for  one 
year,  and  no  longer. 
Approved,  May  15,  1820. 

Ad  Act  to  autboriie  the  erection  of  a  lighthonai  on 
ons  of  iba  Idea  of  Bhoala,  near  Portsmouth,  in  New 
Bampahire. 


of  New  Hampshire,  in  the  Slate  of  Massachusetts, 
or  in  the  State  of  Maine,  as  the  President  of 
the  United  States  shall  select  for  the  site  of  a 
lighthouse,  shall  be  ceded  to,  and  the  property 
thereof  vested  in,  the  United  States,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
provide,  by  contract,  which  shall  be  approved 
Dv  the  President,  for  building  a  lighthouse  on  such 
■  s._  J  ..  t .  ..  i:_i.._. fedistmguishablefrom 


bv  the 


other  lighthouses  on  the  eaM  and  west  of  the 
same;  and  also  to  agree  for  the  salary,  wages,  or 
hire,  of  the  person  or  persons  to  be  appointed  by 
the  President  for  the  superintendence  of  the  same. 

Sec.  2.  Aad  be  ii  farther  enaeted,  That  the  sum 
of  five  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hweby, 
appropriated,  for  the  purpose  of  building  sucu 
lisliihonse,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  3.  ^nd  beif/totAA- ma«(«^.  That  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  author- 
ized to  provide,  by  contract,  for  building  light- 
bouses,  erecting  piers,  beacons,  or  landmarks,  and 
building  and  placing  liifht-vessels,  or  boats,  or 
buoys,  on  the  following  sites  or  shoalsj  to  wit:  A 
pier  at  the  mouth  of  Kennebunk  rtver,  m  the  State 
of  Maine;  two  lighthooses,  one  on  Tenpound 
island,  at  the  entrance  into  Gloucester  harbor,  and 
the  other  at  Baker's  island,  near  Salem,  in  the 
State  of  Massachusetts ;  a  lighthouse  at  a  proper 
site  near  the  mouth  of  Qenesee  river,  in  the  State 
of  New  York;  a  bnoy  on  Southwest  Ledge,  and 
another  on  Adams's  Fall,  in  or  near  to  the  harbor 
of  New  Haven,  in  the  State  of  Connecticat:  A 
light  vewel  at  the  end  of  Smith's  Point  Shoals,  in 
the  Chesapeake  bay,  in  the  State  of  Virginia :  A 
lighthouse  on  Shell  Castle  island,  in  the  State  of 
North  Carolina;  or,  in  lieu  thereof,  a  light  vessel, 
to  be  moored  in  a  proper  place  near  the  said  island, 
if,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
the  latter  shall  be  preferred:  A  beacon  and  two 
buoys  on  proper  sites  in  the  channel  leading  to  the 
harbor  of  Charleston,  in  the  State  of  Soath  Caro- 
tioa :  A  lighthouse  on  a  proper  site  in  Mobile  bay, 
in  the  Slate  of  Alabama ;  or,  in  lieu  thereof,  a 
light  vessel  in  the  said  bay,  if  the  same  shall  be 

5 referred:  A  light  vessel,  should  the  same  be 
eemed  neeessarr  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, at  ibe  moulD  of  the  Mississippi,  in  the  State 
of  Louisiana. 

Sec.  4.  Aad  he  it  fimher  tnaaed,  That  there  be 
appropriated,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury 
not  oui«wise  appropriated,  the  following  sums  of 
money,  to  accomplish  the  objects  specified  in  this 
act,  to  wit :  For  erecting  a  pier  at  the  mouth  of 
Kennebunk  river,  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  thous- 
and dollars:  for  placing  a  bell  near  the  lighthouse 
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on  Wnt  Quoddf  Head,  a  sam  not  uceedtog  one 
thousand  dollars :  for  erecting  two  lighthouae*.  one 
on  Tenpound  island,  and  ine  other  on  Baaer's 
island,  and  placing  three  booys  on  the  rocks  and 
flats  near  Salem,  a  sum  not  exceeding  nine  thona- 
and  doUan;  for  defraying  the  eipense  of  lightios 
the  lighthooBc  on  the  south  side  of  ifae  harbor  of 
Nantucket,  and  superintending  >he  same,  a  sum 
not  exceeding  three  hundred  dollars:  for  a  light- 
house near  the  mouth  of  Genesee  river,  a  sum  not 
exceeding  five  thousand  dollars:  for  [facing  two 
booys,  one  on  Southwest  Ledge,  and  the  other  on 
Adams's  Fall,  in  or  near  the  harbor  of  New  Haven, 
a  ram  not  exceeding  three  hundred  dollan:  for  a 
light  Teasel,  and  placing  the  same  at  the  end  of 
Smith's  Pout- Shoals,  a  sum  not  exceeding  eight 
thousand  dollars:  for  a  lifhtbouse  on  Shell  Castle 
idand,  or  a  light  Tcasd,  if  preferred,  a  sum  not  ex- 
caeding  fourteen  thousand  dollars:  for  a  beacon 
and  two  boovs  on  propei  sites  in  or  neat  to  the 
chaDDel  Icadiiw  to  Chaileaton  harbor,  a  sum  not 
exceeding  six  tEouaand  five  hundred  dollars:  for  a 
lighthouse  or  light  vosel,  for  Mobile  bay,  a  stun 
not  exceeding  nine  thousand  dollarsr  for  a  light 
Tcaael  at  the  month  of  the  Hiwissippi,  a  sum  not 
exceeding  fifleen  thousand  dollars. 

Sgo.  5.  jbtd  bt  it  fiirtia-  eiuuttd,  That  the  Sec- 
retary of  (he  'JTrcaaniy  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  an- 
thorixed,  if  he  shdl  deem  it  expedient  and  proper, 
to  build  the  lighthouse  directed  to  be  boilt  on  Spar- 
row's Point,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  on  North 
Point  in  said  State;  and  also  to  substitute  a  light 
vessd  for  the  lighthouse  directed  to  be  built  on 
Craney  island,  at  the  month  of  Elizabeth  riv«,  in 
the  StaU  of  Virginia. 

Sac.  S.  JM  be  it /MtliertTtMied,  Tbttto  coat- 
plete  the  lighthouses  and  light  msels  heretofore 
directed  to  be  built,  there  be  appropriated,  out  of 
anj  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated, thie  following  additional  sums,  to  wit :  For 
the  lighthouses  in  the  State  of  Marvland,  a  sum 
not  exeeedins  six  thousand  six  hundred  dollan : 
for  the  lightEoose  directed  to  be  built  between  the 
mouth  of^ Grand  river,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and 
the  mouth  of  Detroit  river,  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  five  thousand  dollars :  and  for  the  1^1- 
houses  or  light  vessels  for  the  State  of  Virginia, 
a  sum  not  exceeding  six  thousand  six  hundred 

Sec.  7.  Jnd  bt  it  farthar  matitd,  That  no  light- 
house, beacon,  nor  land-mark,  shall  be  built  or 
erecKd  on  any  site  previous  to  thecession  of  juria- 
diction  oter  the  same  being  made  to  the  United 
States. 

Approved,  May  15,  1820. 


of  piracy,"  and  also  to  make  fhrthai  proiiiion  for 

punishing  the  crime  of  piracy. 

JB«  U  maeUd,  fc,  That  the  first,  second,  third, 
and  fourth  sections  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  aet  to 
protect  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and 
punish  the  crime  of  piracy,"  passed  on  the  third 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 


nineteen,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  contiaoed  in 
force,  from  the  passing  of  this  act,  for  the  term  of 
two  years,  and  Ironi  thence  to  the  end  of  the  next 
session  of  Congress,  and  no  longer. 

Sec.  2.  jbid  be  it  fmilur  matted,  That  the  fifth 
section  of  the  said  act  be  and  the  same  is  haeby 
continued  in  force,  as  to  all  crimes  made  punisha- 
ble by  the  same,  and  heretofore  committed,  in  all 
respects,  as  fully  aa  if  the  duration  of  the  said  sec- 
tion had  been  without  limitation. 

Sec.  3.  Aad  be  HfirOer  tnadedj  That  if  any  per- 
son shall,  upon  the  high  seas,  or  in  any  open  road- 
stead, or  in  any  haven,  basin,  or  bay,  or  in  anjr 
river,  where  the  sea  ebbs  and  flows,  cranmit  the 
crime  of  robbery,  in  or  upon  a  uy  ship  at  vessel,  or 
upon  any  of  the  ship's  company  oi  any  ship  or 
Tesiel,  or  the  lading  thereof,  sucn  person  shall  be 
adjudged  to  be  a  pirate;  and  being  thereof  con- 
victed before  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  district  into  which  he  shall  be 
broiwht,  or  in  which  he  shall  be  found,  shall  suffer 
death.  And  if  any  person  engaged  in  any  pirati- 
cal cruise  or  enterprise,  or  being  of  the  crew  or 
ship's  company  of  any  piratical  ship  of  vessel,  shall 
land  from  sucn  ship  or  vessel,  and  on  shore  shall 
commit  robbery,  such  person  shall  be  adjudged  a 
pirate,  and,  on  conviction  thereof  before  the  Cir- 
cuit Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district 
into  which  he  shall  be  brongfai,  or  in  which  he 
shall  be  found,  shall  suffer  death:  Provided,  That 
nothing  in  this  section  contained  shall  be  construed 
to  depnve  any  partieulBr  State  of  its  jurisdictioa 
over  snch  offences,  when  committed  within  the 
body  of  a  connty,  or  authorize  the  courts  of  the 
United  Slates  to  try  any  such  oflenders,  afler  con- 
viction or  acquittance,  for  the  same  onence  in  a 
State  court. 

Sbc  i.  And  be  U  Jipihtr  ena^  That  if  any 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  being  of  the  crew  or 
ship's  company  of  any  foreign  ship  or  vessel  en- 
gaged in  toe  slave  trade,  or  any  person  whatever, 
being  of  the  crew  or  ship's  company  of  any  ship 
or  vessel  owned  in  whole  oc  in  pari,  or  uavi^nted 
for,  or  in  behalf  of,  any  citizen  or  citizens  m  the 
United  States,  shall  land,  from  any  such  ship  or 
vessel,  and  on  aav  foreign  shore  seize  any  negro 
or  mulatto,  not  held  to  service  or  labor  hv  the  lawa 
of  either  of  the  States  or  Territories  of  the  United 


States,  with  intent  to  make  such  negro  or  mulatto  a 
alave,  or  shall  decoy,  or  forcibly  bnng  or  carry,  or 
shall  receive,  such  negro  or  mulatto  on  heard  any 
such  ship  or  vessel,  with  intent,  as  aforesaid,  sucn 
citizen  or  person  shall  be  adjudged  a  pirate,  and 
on  conviction  thereof  before  the  Ciremt  Court  of 
the  United  States  for  the  district  whei«in  he  may 
be  brought  or  found,  shall  suffer  death. 

Sec.  S.  And  be  itfurtbtr  enacted,  That  if  any  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States,  being  of  the  crew  or 
ship's  company  of  any  foreign  ^p  or  vessel  en- 
gaged in  the  slave  trade,  or  any  person  whalerei, 
being  of  the  crew  or  ^ip's  company  of  any  ahip 
or  vessel,  owned  wholly  or  in  part,  or  navigalea 
for,  or  in  behalf  of,  any  citizen  or  citizens  (3'  the 
United  States,  shall  forcibly  confine,  or  detain,  or 
aid  and  abet  in  forcibly  confining,  or  detaining,  on 
board  snch  ship  or  vend,  any  negro,  or  mulatto, 
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not  held  to  service  by  the  laws  of  either  of  ihe 
Sutes  or  Tenitorks  of  the  Uoited  States,  with 
intent  to  make  such  negro  ot  muUtto  a  slave,  or 
shall,  on  board  any  such  ship  or  vessel,  offer  or 
attempt  to  sell,  as  a  slave,  any  negro  or  mulatto, 

t  held  to  service  as  aforesaid,  or  shall,  on  the 
I,  or  anywhere  on  tide  water,  transfer,  or 
ver,  to  any  other  ship  or  vessel,  any  ne- 
giu.  ui  loulalto,  not  held  to  service  as  aforesaid, 
'witn  intent  to  make  such  negro  ot  mulatto  a 
slave,  or  shall  land,  or  deliver  on  shore,  from  on 
board  any  such  ship  or  vess^,  any  sach  negro  or 
mulatto,  with  intent  to  make  sale  of,  or  having 
previously  sold,  such  negro  ot  mulatto,  as  a  slave, 
su«h  citizen,  or  peison,  shall  be  adjudged  a  pirate, 
and,  on  conviction  thereof  before  the  Circuit 
Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  wherein 
be  shall  be  brought,  or  found,  shall  suffer  death. 

Approved,  May  15, 1820. 


Ba  it  eitaeUd,  ^c,  That  all  persons  holding  con- 
firmed unlocated  claims  for  land  within  the  tract 
leaetved  by  the  third  section  of  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  confirming  certain  claims  to  laod  iti  the 
Illinois  Territory,  and  providing  for  theii  location," 
passed  the  aizteeoth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  one 
tboQsknd  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  be  allowed 
until  the  first  day  of  November,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty,  to  register  the  same.  And 
the  said  claims  shall  be  receivable  in  payment  for 
public  lands  within  the  said  reserved  tract,  con- 
formably with  the  provisions  of  the  said  act,  and  of 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  making  further  provision 
for  settling  claims  to  land  in  the  Territo^  of  Illi- 
nois," passed  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  April,  one 
thousand  eisht  hundred  and  sixteen,  at  any  time 
before  the  first  day  of  November,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty. 

Approved,  May  13,  1820. 

An  Act  in  addition  la  lbs  act,  •Dlitled  "An  act  mak- 
ing appropnstioDi  Cor  the  sappoit  of  Government, 
for  Ihe  year  one  Ihoaund  eight  hundred  and  twen- 
ty," and  for  other  porpoiea. 

Bt  it  enaeltd,  fc.,  That  the  following  sums  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  appropriated — that  is  to 


bers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representaorcs, 
'n  addition  to  the  appropriation  heretofore 

or  that  object,  twenty-ti""  '' '  *'"-" 

dred  and  forty  dollars. 

For  rebuilding  the  public  wharf,  and  repairing 
the  public  warehoosea,  on  Staten  Island,  fifteen 


thousand  dollars. 


For  graduating  the  Capitol  square,  putting  the 

jrounds  in  order,  and  pfar"'-     '■"■''  "■* 

same,  two  thousand  dollai 


grounds  in  order,  and  planting  trees  within  the 


c.  2.  And  he  it  further  taacttd,  That  the  several 
appropriations  hereinbefore  made  shall  be  paid 
ODt  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

16th  Con.  1st  ~ 


Sec.  3.  Andhtitfiirt}ierauieted,  That  the  arrear- 
ages of  the  Department  of  War,  from  the  first  day 
of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 
to  the  first  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seTeoieen,  be  paid  out  of  the  Eum  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fitly  thousand  dollars  already  appropri- 
ated for  arrearages  prior  to  the  first  day  of  July,  one 
thousand  eiffht  hundred  and  fifteen,  any  thing  in. 
the  act,entiued  "An  act  in  addition  to  tne  several 
acts  for  the  establishment  and  regulation  of  the 
Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments,"  passed 
Ihe  first  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Approved,  May  15,  1820. 

An  Act  to  provide  for  the  building  an  eddilion  to  the 
CDitoDi-home  now  erecting  in  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leine,  for  the  a>e  of  the  District  Uoart  of  the  United 
SUUi  (or  the  Suie  of  Louisiana. 

Bei 

house  now  erecting  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 
which  shall  contain  rooms  suitable  for  the  use  oi 
the  DistrictCourt  of  the  United  Slatesforthe  Stale 
of  Louisiana ;  and  that  so  much  of  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  erection  of  custom-houses  and  public 
warehouses,  as  shall  be  sufficient  for  that  purpose, 
b»,  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  to  be,  applica- 
ble to  that  object 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  furtkrr  eaaeted.  That,  as  soon 
as  the  said  building  shall  be  completed,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  shall  be  authorized  and  re- 
quired to  cause  to  be  sold,  si  public  sale,  upon  such 
terms,  and  in  such  manner,  as  he  shall  juage  to  be 
expedient,  the  house  and  lot  in  which  tne  District 
Court  is  now  held,  and  to  cause  the  amoQnt  for 
which  they  shall  be  sold  to  be  paid  into  the  Treas- 
ury of  Ihe  United  States. 

Approved,  May  15,  1820. 


Bt  it  enaOtd,  ^c,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  register  of  the  United  States  land  office  at 
Vinceones,  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  to  funiish  to 
the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  when  he 
shall  apply  for  the  caroe,  a  complete  abstract  of 
all  the  lands  which  have  been  purchased  at  that 
office,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  purchased^  which 
lie  within  the  State  of  Illinois,  designatmg  the 
name  of  each  purchaser,  and  the  lime  of  makmg 
the  purchase ;  for  which  he  shall  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive, from  such  applicant,  at  the  rate  of  ten  cente 
for  each  separate  entry,  a  copy  whereof  is  required : 
Prwidedj  hovtwr,  That  all  tne  eHvense  incurred  by 
-'- '^■'-' shall  be  defrayed  by  said  State. 


::7ri^ 


Sec.  2.  And  he  it  fuHAtr  enaOed^JVhMi  it  ahall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  apoB 
Ihe  application  of  the  Gorernor  of  said  State,  to 
cause  a  complete  abstract  to  be  made  out,  for  the 
use  of  said  State,  of  all  the  military  bounty  lawla 
which  have  been  patented  to  the  soldiers  of  the 
late  army,  lying  within  the  same,  designating  the 
name  of  each  patentee. 

Approved,  May  15, 1820. 
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An  Act  gnalinr  to  th«  Bute  of  Ohio  ib«  rigbl  of  pra- 
emption  to  certun  qnatter  Mclioni  ofluid. 
Be  U  enaOtd,  ^c,  That  there  be  granted  to  the 
State  of  Ohio,  at  the  minimum  price  Tor  which 
the  public  lands  are  sold,  the  right  of  pre-emption 
to  one  quarter  section,  in  or  near  the  centre  of  each 
ccuitty,  included  in  the  purchase  recently  made  of 
the  Indians,  by  the  treaty  concluded  al  St,  Mary's, 
oo  the  twentieth  day  of  September,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  for  the  establishment 
ofa  seat  of  justice  in  the  said  counties;  Provided, 
The  purchase  be  made  before  the  commencement 
of  the  public  sales;  And  provided  alio,  That  the 
proceeds  of  the  sale  of  each  quarter  section,  which 
mar  be  made  under  the  authority  of  the  State  of 
OhiOj  shall  be  ajipropriated  for  the  purpose  of 
ereetmg  public  buildings  in  said  counties  respec- 
tively, after  deducting  therefrom  the  sums  otigi- 
nallT  paid  by  the  State  aforesaid;  And  pnmided 

Jtower,  That  the  seat  of  justice  for  said  ci 

rapectirely  shall  be  tised  on  the  lands 
lecled. 
Apinored,  May  15, 1830. 


enl  Congress,  and  the  Delegates  from  Territories, 
(who  may  not  be  entitled  to  the  same,  nnder  the 
reaolution  of  Congress  of  the  27th  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,)  the  Prvsi- 
deot  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  the 
Ezecutire  of  each  State  and  Territory,  the  Attor- 
ney General  and  Judges  of  the  Courts  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  Golle|;es  and  UniTersities 
in  the  United  States,  each  one  copy;  for  the  use 
of  each  of  the  Departments,  viz:  State,  Treasniy, 
War,  and  Navy,  two  copies  each;  for  the  use  of 
the  Senate,  five  copies;  and  for  the  use  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  ten  copies,  of  the  vol- 
umes containing  the  Journal,  Acts,  and  Proceed- 
ings, of  the  Convention  which  fontted  the  present 
Constitution  of  the  United  States;  and  that  the 
residue  of  the  copies  of  said  Jountal  be  deposited 
in  the  Library  of  Congress,  for  the  Tne  of  ibe 
members. 
Approved,  January  19, 18S0. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


Sttolntioa  deduing  tha  ■dminioD  of  the  Btate  of 
Alabama  into  iho  tJeioti. 
Whereas,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of 
passed  on  the  second  day  of  March,  one  thousam 
eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  entitled  "An  act  ti 
enable  the  people  of  the  Alabama,  Territory  t< 
form  a  constitution  and  State  government,  and 
for  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union  on 
an  equal  footing  vrith  the  original  States,"  the 

EDple  of  the  said  Territory  aid,  on  the  second 
y  of  August,  in  the  present  year,  by  a  conven- 
tion called  for  that  purpose,  form  for  themselves  a 
constitution  and  State  government,  which  consti- 
tution and  State  government,  so  formed,  is  repub- 
licaiL  and  in  conformity  to  the  principles  of  the 
articles  of  compact  between  the  original  States 
and  the  people  and  States  in  the  territory  north- 
west of  the  river  Ohio,  passed  on  the  thuleenth 
day  of  July,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-fleven,  bo  far  as  the  same  have  been 
lendd  to  the  said  territwy  by  the  articles  of  agree- 
ment between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of 


Bmhetl,  by  the  Seimt*  and  Houee  of  RepruentaUt 
</a<  [MM  SlaUi  of  Anerka  in  Cmgrat  amnbUd, 
That  the  State  of  Alabama  shall  be  one,  and  is 
hereb]^  dechtred  to  be  one,  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  admitted  into  the  Union,  on 
equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  in  all 
■pects  whatever. 

Approved,  December  14, 1819. 

RMolatfon  for  Iba  ftarthsi  distribution  of  tha  Journal 
of  the  Convention  •rhich  formed  the  &>nit)tntion  of 
the  Unltad  euiM. 
Betolved,  f  c,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be 

instiucted  to  famish  to  each  member  of  the  pres- 


SetolMd,  f  c,  That  the  Secret  Journal,  together 
with  alt  the  papers  and  documents  connected  with 
that  Journal,  and  all  other  pa|)en  and  documents 
beretofoie  coDsidercd  coofidcntial,  of  the  Old  Con- 
gress, from  the  date  of  the  ratification  of  the  d^ni- 
tive  treaty  of  peace  between  the  United  Slates  and 
Gkeat  Britain,  in  the  year  one  tfaooFand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-three,  to  the  formation  of  the 
present  Oovemment,  now  remaining  in  the  office 
of  the  Secretary  of  Slate,  be  published,  under  the 
direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  that  a  thousand  copies  thereof  be  printed  and 
deposited  in  the  Library,  subject  to  the  dispoNtion 
of  Congress. — [Approved,  April  21,  1B20.] 


AselMit.  fc.,  That  the  Secretary  of  Suie  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  transmit  one  copy  of 
the  Journal  of  the  Federal  Convention  at  Phila- 
delphia, in  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  esghtj^- 
seven,  which  formed  the  ConstimtioD  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  to  each  of  the  members,  now  alive,  of 
tbe  said  Convention. 

Approved,  May  8,  IBSO. 


Rowtlntion  giving  the  c 


it  of  Ccngrass  to  ■  eoo' 


I,  for  the  ■attlement  of  their  Boundaiy 


Bttolved,  fc,  That  the  ci 


It  of  Congress  be^ 


agreement,  made  and  concluded  by,  and  between, 
the  States  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  at  Frank- 
fort, in  Kentucky,  on  the  second  day  of  Febrntry, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty,  to  adjost 
and  establish  vie  boundary  line  between  them, 

jidforothai 

Approved,  1 
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TO  THE  PROCEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES  OF  THE  FIRST  SESSION  OF 
THE  SIXTEENTH  CONGRESS. 


SENATE. 


A.  1 

Abolition  of  SltTcry,  Mr.  Robert!  preKntod  tlia 
mamorialof  the  AmericaD  CoDvectioD  fer 
promoting  the.  read        -        -        -        . 
Aborn,  JoMph,  Mr.  BniriU  pr««aotad  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred     .        -        .        •        . 
Abetrsota  of  Land,  a  bill  fiotn  the  Hoii*«  of  R«p- 
rMantativea  to  aalborise  the  CFoTemor^f 
lUinoia  to  obtain  from  certain  pnhli 
cei,  certain,  tw[«i  read  - 
road  Iho  third  timo,  and  paiwd  - 
Acconnta,  appointment  of  a  committee  of 
Aetna]  Settler*,  a  bill  granting-  the  right  of  prv- 
emption  to,  read    -        -        - 
read  a  aecond  lime,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendnHnt    • 
Additional  Circait  Conrl,  a  bill  to  oatabli 
read  twice     .... 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  - 
Additional  NaTal  Force,  a  bill  from  the  Honee 
of  ReprMentati<re*  to  amtnd  the  a«t 
thoriiuig  the  omplojneut  of  an 
twice  read,  and  reftrrad    .        .        - 
reported  without  amendment,  read  the  third 
lime,  and  paned    -        -        .        -        . 
Ahkia,  John,  and  8an>,  Mr.  Lowrie  preaonted  the 
petition  of,  referrad        .        -        - 
"  D  oonatitu^on  of,  waa  referred  to 


a  raaotntion  to  admit,  into  the  Union,  re- 
ported, read  three  timet,  and  paned 

Mr.  Walker  lobmitted  a  reaolDtion  inatrBct- 
ing  the  Jndidarr  Cammittae  to  inquire 
what  proTtaiona  are  neeeaaary  to  giro  ef- 
fect to  the  lawa  of  the  United  Sutva 
within  the  State  of        -         -        -        - 

•greed  to,  and  referred  aa  therein  intended 

n  UU  to  eaUblkh  a  diitrict  Dourt  in  the  State 


ordered  to  a  durd  reading  -        .        . 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed 

returned  from  the  Houae  of  RepreeentatiTea 

with  amandmanta-        .... 

concurred  in 

■  bill  to  eatabliah  additional  Und  officea  in 

the  State  of,  twice  read  •        .    i 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -        -    i 

reed  a  third  time,  and  puaed    -  ■    i 

letnrnad  from  the  Honee  of  Rcpretentativea 

with  amaodmanta,  end  lafetred  •    i 


Aldrich,  OnataTua,  Mr.  Tan  Djka  preaented  the 

petition  of,  referred        .... 

reported  witti  amendmenta  to  the  amend- 

the  Senate  concur  in  alt  bat  the  third 
Alexandria,  Mr.  Horee;  preeented  »  uenMKia]  of 
the  citixen*  of,  egainat  anr  chuge  in  the 
Jodiciary  ajatem  of  the  Diatrict  of  Co- 
lumbia, referred     

Allen,Sarah,abill  friim  the  Honae  of  Repreient- 

atiTU  allowing  to,  the  bounty  land  due 

to  her  deceaaed  eon,  read        -        .        . 

read  a  aecond  Umo,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment    ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -        .        . 

Allieon,    Rot.   Baiseta,  a  meaaage    from    the 

Honee  of  Rapieeenletivea  tiat  thej  bed 

appointed.  Chaplain       .... 

Alne,  Mr.  Mellen  anbmitted  a  reiolution  reapect- 

ing  a  road  from,  to  Gardiner  -  .    ', 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Poit  Office 
Committee    --....: 
American  Colonixation  SocielT,  Mr.   Pinkney 

preeented  the  memorial  of  the        •        •    I 
referred  to  a  aalect  committee    -        -        -    i 
American  Seamen,  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
Stale,  in  puTanance  of  the  eet  for  the  re- 
lief end  peoleetion  of     -        -  -' 
Annaat  Expenae  of  Sar*e;a,  &c.,  Mr.  Trimble 
aabmitled  a  reMlntiaQ  directing  the  8ec- 
retarTofthe  Treaaniy  to  cante  to  be  pre- 
pared a  atalement  of  the        -        -        -     I 
ttonaidered  and  agreed  to  -        -        -        •    I 
Annnitiea  to  Indiana,  or  Tribee,  Mr.  Sanfbrd  anb- 
mitted a  leaolntion  requiring  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  lay  before  the  Senate  at 
their  neit  eeeaion  a  etatenent  of  all 
oonaidered,  and  agreed  to  - 
Appling,  Rebecca  C,  Mr.  Walker    of  Georgia 
preaented  the  petition  of,  referred  - 
aaid  committee  diacbarged,  anil  petition  i 

fened  to  the  Military  Committee    - 
an  adTeiee  report  thereon  concurred  in 
Apportionment  of  RepreeentatiTea  for  Maaaadt. 
aetta  and  Maine  ;  Mr.  Mellen,  on  leaTe, 
introdooed  a  bill  for  the,  read 
teed  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 
wnended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  rex 
read  the  third  time,  end  puaed 
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ArfcaDiu  Timlory,  a  bill  iroin   the  HauM  of 
Il«prcMDlatiTe«  lalboriuDg  the  ippoiat- 
ment  of  ■  rcgiiler  «nd  racNTci'  Car  Law* 
leDCe  coanlif  in,  ic>d     -        -        -        -    . 

reiil  ■  Mcond  tine,  ind  relcired        -        -    ' 
nported  itithont  kinen4meDt    •        •        -     ' 
oitlcrcd  to  ■  thitd  reuIiDt  -        -        -    ' 

read  the  third  time,  and  paued 
a  bill  relatiTB  to  the,  read  -        ■         ■         .    I 
lead  a  lecond  lime    ■■-..! 
ordered  to  » third  reading  •        -        •     i 

nai  the  third  time,  and  paned 
the  PjYiident  catnmunicaled  a 

the  Lcgialalute  of,  referred    -        -        -     ( 
the  committee  diicbarged  •        ■        -        ■    ( 
Ann;,  Ur.  Wjlion  lubmilted  a  reaoiation  in- 
atrncting  tba  Military  Committee  to  in- 
qoire  into  tbe  eipediencj  of  allowing  to 
officer*  of  tbe,  a  ipecific  aum  mDDlbly,  in 
lieu  of  paj,  ntiona,  A.e.         ... 

coDfidered,  and  referred    -        -        .        • 

Arm;  Kegieter,  a  tetter  from  the  Seerelarj  of 

War,  tfatumitting  a  cop;  of  the,  for  each 

member         ...... 

Atwttor,  Hotel,  on  motion  of  Hr.  Sanlord,  the 
claim  of,  waa  referred  to  the  Committee 

ofClaimt : 

aeid  committee  diichirged        -        -        -     i 
AoctioD  Salea,  Mr.  Bobertj  and  Mr.  Llo;d,  t«- 

apectivelj,  pieirnted  memoriela  of  mer*    ■ 
dianla  of  PhiJ&delphia,  praying  that  du- 
tiet  may  be  laid  on,  referred  - 
Mr.  Robert*  preieoted  another,  to  tbo  ume 

eflcct 

■11  referred  to  the  CommitiM  of  C  __. 
Hr.  Robert*  preeenled  lundrj  other  ili 

rlali  on  the  lubject,  referred    - 
Hr.  Wilion,  the  lame        • 


abUtt,  Jacob,  Mr.  Hunter  preaented  tile  peti- 


a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  .... 
read  a  aectind  time  ..... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  -  .  . 
read  the  third  time,  and  paiaed  -         .    ' 

Badollel,  John,  Mr.  Taylor  preeented  the  me- 
morial of,  referred  -        .        -        .        . 
Baker,  Edward,  Hr.  Johoeon  of  Keataeky  pre- 
lented  the  petition  of,  referred 
adverce  report  Ihereun       .... 
connderad,  and  concurred  in      -        -        - 
Bank  of   Alexabdria,  Mr.  Qaillard   preaeoled 
the  memorial  of  the  Prendent,  Sec,  of  the, 
praying  a  renewal  of  their  charter,  refer- 


Baafc  of  the  Metropolia,  Mr.  Hortey  preaented 
the  petition  of,  iiir  renewal,  &c.,  referred 

Bank  of  Potomac,  Mr.  Robert*  preeantcd  the 
memorial  of  the,  praying  an  extanaion  of 
their  charter,  refcried    .... 

Bank  of  the  United  Sutea,  Mr.  Logan  eubmitted 
a  preamble  and  reaolulion  in  relitiait  to 

the 

coneidered,  and  negatived  .... 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Dana,  three  hundred  co- 
pie*  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  tha 
TreaeaT;  on  the,  and  it*  aflaira,  wer« 
oidered  to  be  printed    •        .        .        • 


Bankrupt  Act,  Mr.  Otia  preaented  the  memorial 
irf  a  number  of  merchanta  of  Boeton,  and 
other  towna  of  Maaiachnaetta,  praying  the 
panage  of  a,  referred       .... 
Banki,  Mr.  Lowrie  preaemad  certain  raaolntiona 
of  the  Legiiialure  of  Pennaylvania,  pio- 
poiing  an  amendment  of  tbe  Conatitn- 
tion.  limiting  lb*  power  of  Congree*  to 
eatabliah,  to  the  Diatrict  of  Colam'jia,  read 
Mr.  Trimble  pretented  ■  reaolntion  from  the 
Legiilature  of  Ohio,  agreeing  to  the  aame 
Bank*  of  the  Diitricl  of  Colombia,  a  bill  from 
the  Hanie  of  Reprraentatiie*  concerning 
tbe,  twice  read,  and  referred   - 
Mr.  Barbour  preaented  a  memorial  irom  the 
Alexandria  ban  ka,inggaating  am  end  men  la 
to  the  *aid  bill        .        .        .        .        - 
Mr.  Trimble  aubmilted  reaolntion*  concern- 
one  of  laid  reaolntion*  agraod  to 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  bill  read 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaiuiy  ahow. 

ing  the  itate  irf  the 
bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  a*  amended 
read  the  third  time,  and  paiaed  with  amand- 
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Bapti*!  Denomination,  a  bill  to  incorporate  a 
General  Convention  of  tbe,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Colombia,  read  -        ■        - 

read  a  aacond  time    .        .        .        - 

indefinitely  postponed        .        -        . 
BirbouT,  Jame*,  Fresidant  pro  (em.,  attended 

remark!  of,  on  hii  motion  to  poclpone  tl 
Maina  bill      -        .        .        .        . 

apaecb  of,  on  the  amendment  aniting  Mia. 
aouri  in  the  lame  bill     ... 

on  the  amendment  mirieling  alateiy 

remark*  of,  on  theaale  of  public  landa 

on  the  motion  to  potlpooe  tbe  Bankrupt  bi 

on  the  General  Appropriation  bill 

apeech  of,  on  tbe  NaTigation  bill 

remark*  of,  on  tbe  biti  (or  clothing  the  Army 
in  domeitic  maoufactare* 
Barbour,  Philip,  a  bill  from  the  Houae  of  Repre- 
■entatlTca  for  relief  of  the  legal  repr 
tatlTea  of,  read  twice,  and  referred  - 

reported  without  amendment     - 

ordered  to  a  Ihird  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  • 
Barker,  Jacob,  Mr.  King  of  New  York  pre*en^ 

ed  (be  petition  of,  referred       ...     365 

report  of  tbe  Secretary  of  tbe  Treatary  «n 
the  claim  of,  read,  and  referred  -    431 

on  motion  of  Mr.  King,  Ihe  Secretary  of  the 
Treaeury  wa*  reqneited  to  lay  before  the 
Senate  a  copy  of  Mr.  Campbell'i  letter  to    466 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary,  with  the  copy 

aaked  for,  referred  -  -         -      497 

the  committee  diacharged  from  ita  further 

coDiidentioD 644 

Bars,  anecdote  of  the  burning  of  a,  during  the 

battle  of  the  RlierRiiain        .        -        -     4n 
Bametl,  Mark,  and  William  Perry,  Mr.  Taylor 

presented  the  petiUon  of,  retired    -        -    499 
Baron,  Antoine,  Mr.  Ruggle*  preaented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred    470 

Barrow,Matthew.abillfbrU)ereliafof,r«ad    *      S3 

read  a  aaeoad  tine.  •        -  -       S4 
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BciTow,  Mittbew — continued. 

bill  refened  to  tha  Military  Cammilti 

nported  wilhaat  anicndmant 

orderad  to  a  third  rawling  • 

TBid  the  third  lim«,  and  paawd  • 

BftMj,  SiimoDd,  Mr.  Nobia  preaented  the  p«ti- 

tioD  of,  rcferTod      .        -        .        . 

eomaittce  diMharfcd 

Baxter,  Staphen,  a  bill  from  the  Houm  for  relief 

of,  twice  read,  and  refarrad     - 

reported  nithont  amendment    - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading - 

read  tha  third  time,  and  paoad 

B*7,  Elihu  H.,  Theodore  Oiillard,  and  Charlea 

Roberta,  Mr.  Smith  preaented  the  neno- 

rial  of,  referred       .        ^        -        .        -    ; 

eommitlae  diachargad        -        -        -        -    I 

Bayly,  Monnijoy,  Sergeant-el-Arme,  dtc,  was, 

on  notion  of  Mr.  Horaey,  atithoriMd  to 

appoint  an  eaaiitant,  dec.        ... 

Baall,  Bamnel  B.,  a  bill  from  the  Uonae  for  relief 

of,  twice  read,  and  referred    -        >        -    1 
reported  without  amendnent    -        -        -    < 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        ■        ■        -     i 
read  the  third  lime,  and  ptaaed  -        '        •    i 
Beauliea,  Lewie  Jueepb,  a  bill  front  the  Home 
forrelief  of,  twice  read,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendment!         •        -        •    < 
third  reading  negatiTcd       .        .        .        - 
Beck  and  Harvey,  a  bill  from  the  Hooie  of  Rep- 
rMentativei  for  relief  et,  Iwica  read,  and 


reported  withonl  emendment     - 
ordered  to  a  HaitA  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed 
Bent,  Lamael,  Mr.  Barbour  preaented  the  peti- 
tioD  of,  referred 
adtetae  report  thereon 
conaidered  and  conearred 
Bermnda,  Mr.  Banlbrd  preaented  a  statement  of 
the  trade  for  one  year  between  the  port 
of  New  York  and  leland  of,  referred 
Bernard,  Hyacinth,  the  eotnmiltee  to  whom  the 
petition  of,  waa  referred,  waa  diachirged 
Irom  the  further  conaideration  thereof 
had  leave  to  withdraw  hia  papen 
Berry,  Edward,  and  George  Hodge,  Mr.  RobeiU 
preaented  the  petition  of,  referred 
advene  report  thereon 
coniklered  and  concnrrad  in 
Beiut,  Suain,  Mr.  Johnion  of  Lonidana  pre- 
aented the  petition  of,  referred 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  ae&ndtime    -        •        ■ 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  paand 
Belt*,  Jeremiah,  Mr.  Van  Djke  preaented  the 

petition  of,  referred 
BicUay,  Daniel,   and  Catharine  Clark, 


for. 
lief  of,  twice  read,  and  referred 
,  reported  wilhoat  amendment 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed 
Bigger'e  Company  of  Rangera,  Mr.  Noble  pre- 
aented a  memorial  of  the  Legielalnre  of 
Indiana,  praying  compenaalion  to,  referred 


Binns'a  Declaration  of  Independenea 
tho  riling  the  purchiae  of  a  oe: 
berof  eopiea  of,  read 
read  a  aecond  time    ■        .        - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
reul  ■  third  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Dietrict  of  Cotui; 
aaid  committee  recommend  rajeetioa  of  Ibe 

bill 6ttt 

Bioren,  John,  and  Fielding  Lucaa,  Mr.  Roberta 

preeented  the  petition  of,  referred  -        .    313 
Mr.  R.   alio  pieaentad  the  petition  of  Bio- 
ren and  Edward  De  Kraffl,  referred 
adverae  reporta  on  both  petitione 
coneidered  and  concurred  in      -        - 
Blackburn,  Samuel,  and  othera,  Mr, 

ofTenneaaee  preaented  the  remonetrance 
of,  referred    .-..-.    47S 
reported  back,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary 

ol  War fiSa 

report  of  that  officer  thereon       ...    688 
Blakely,  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  preaented  the 
petition  of  Abraham  Ogden  and  othera, 
praying  that  the  town  o(  raaj  be  made 
a  port  of  entry,  referred 
a  bill  to  eatabliab  a  port  of  entry  at,  read 
read  a  aeeoad  time    .        .        ■        ■ 
ordered  to  ■  third  reading 
read  the  third  ^me,  and  puied 
Boialevin,  Nicholaa,  Mr.  Johnaon  of  Kentucky 

praaenlaJ  the  petition  of,  read 

Boiaaon,  Lewii,  Mr.  Edward*  preaanlad  tha  pe* 

titioo  of,  referred  -        ■        .        .        . 

Bonda  of  CoUecton,  dec,  Mr.  Dickeraon  anbmit- 

ted  a  reaotnlion  on  the  anbji 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 

the  Treaeury  ... 

a  letter  from  that  officer,  in  reply 
a  Meaaage  from  the  Freaident,  tranamitling 
another  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treeaury  on  the  aubjeet  of     -        -        .    KM 
referred  to  a  arlect  committoe    ... 
Boondariea,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Preetdent  of 
the  United  Slate*  to  aacartain  and  deaig- 
nate  certain,  Tead 


advaraa  repoi 


and  concurred  ii 


ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed 
Boondary  line  between  Indiana  and  Illinois,  Mr. 
Taylor  preaented  a  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  flrat  mentioued  State,  ra- 
apecting  the,  reforied     . 
Bowie  and  Kurtt,  Mr.  Hunter  preaented  the  m*- 
morial  of,  referred 
a  favorable  report  thereon 
conaidered  and  concurred  in,  and  IhU*  or- 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  aecond  time    .        -        .        . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasied 
Boyles,  Thomaa  H.,  Mr.  Hunter  of  Alabami 

Jiresented  the  petition  of        -        - 
■rred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
Btaden,  Elixabeth,  a  bill  from  the  Houae  of  Rep- 
reaantativee  for  relief  of 
read  a  first  time 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  refttrad 


4M 


Digni2 


^yCoOi-^IC 


Senatt  Pnettdwgt  and  DAate*. 


Brtdra,  Eliubeth — cootinavd.  Tft. 

bill  reported  itiUiout  ■mendniMit        -        -    S76 
ordarcd  to  >  thud  raiding  ...     S33 

read  tfaa  third  time,  and  puaed  -        -     SSfl 

Oudj,  Jatuea,  Mr.   Rotwrla  preMQUd  the  p«ti- 

'"aof,  refarred    •        ■        ■        -        .      Si 


tha 


o  lauda,  Mr.  WilUauw,  oTMin 
■ippi,  preaentad  ■  mamorul  of  lb«  Legia- 
Utura  of  that  Btate,  reipactinf  Gertain, 


676 


le  diachugad 
Bmwd,  Junaa,  of  Looiiiuia,  attendad 

ramarka  of,  on  the  bill   for  adjnitiaent  of 
laud  claim 


Dbill 

on  the  Wiutera'  claim 

on  the  bill  br  cloUiiiig  the  ann;,  Slo, 

Brown,  Noah,  and  othera,  Mr.  Sanford  pteaented 

tha  petitioD  »( referred  • 

adTerae  report  (hereon 

couaideraa  and  concnrttd  in 

Brown,  Jainea,Mr.  Eaton  preaentad  thapatttion 


ad««n«  report  Iharaon 
indefinite]  J  poatponed 
had  leave  to  wiudrftw  hi*  paperi 
Bfowo,  Banual,  and  otbet^  Mr.  Olia  preiented 

tha  memorial  o^  referred       ...    472 
Brown  Antoioe.     (See  HarjmU,  (Scarge,) 
Brace,  Joae)^,  a  bill  trota  ihe  Bonae  for  relief 

of,  twice  read  and  reftried    .        -        •    800 

laporled  without  amendment     -        -        -    911 

arducd  to  a  third  reading  ....    ess 

read  the  third  tine,  and  paaaed         -       -    078 

Bnckminalar,  Thomaa.     (See  Shipley,  Eihtr, 

adminiatiator.J 
Bnckner,  Richard.     (See  Jantt,  Charla,  Jr.) 
Bultke?,  Beqiamin,  O.,  (he  Preeide&t  conunn* 

nicataa  (he  petition  of,  laid  on  the  table  -    M4 
OnojB,  Mr.  Slokae  aubmitted  a  reaolntioii  for 
placing,  in  the  aeveral  iuleta,  &c.  on  the 
coaat  of  North  Carolina        ...    COI 
agreed  to,  and  referred   to  Comnittee  of 


619 


Bnrdine,  Heni^,  a  bill  from  the  Hanaa  of  Rap- 
reaantaliiei  anthorizing  the  Secretar;  of 

Slate  to  iaaae  letter*  patent  to,  twice  read  600 

read  the  third  timc^  and  paiaed  >        -        .  690 
Bntk,  Anthony,  a  bill  &«n  (lie  UMUe  for  ralW- 

of;  read  twice,  and  referred     ...  74 

repwted  withoal  amendment     ...  337 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  887 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaad      ...  S70 

Bnnill,  Jamea,  of  Rhode  laland,  ittendad          -  9 

■peach  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Miaaouri  bill  -  94 

on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hoberta    -        -        -  300 
on  the  bill  relating  to  the  lale  01  foiftitare 

ofland  ■       -    ■   .       .       ■        •464 

on  the  Bankrupt  biU,          •     493,  C16,  C39,  683 
on  hia  reaolntion  reapecting  aeiturea,  dec,  in 

Sweden 63S 

lemarki  0^  on  the  military  appropriationa  •  647 
on  the  diiigieeing  Totei  of  the  two  Uonaea 

on  the  Appropriation  bill        -        -        -  6S7 

OD  the  bill  for  clothing  Uie  army        -        •  610 

on  the  District  Banka  bill  -        -        .        •  644 

on  the  Coort  tnll 6S1 

on  the  reaolotiona  reapecting  the  alaTe  trade  697 


Boaineaa,  Mr.  Bnnill  aubmiUcd  «  motioa  fcr  a 
committee  to  arrange  and  rq>ort  the  rvlea 
for  condnctiog 

agreed  to,  and  a  commit 

report  of  aaid  committee 

amended  and  adapted 

ordered  10  be  printed,  together  with  the  O^- 


Buineaa  of  theSeaaion,  appointment  of  the  nana] 
committee  to  inquire  into  the - 
report  of  aaid  committee    • 
Butler,  Jacob,  Mr.  Williama  of  Tenmaaaae  anb- 
mitled  a  reaolntion  inatrncting  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claima  to  inqnirs  into  the  expe- 
diency of  compenaating 
eonaidered  and  agreed  to    - 
committee  diicharged  therefiom 
Batler,  Richard,  and  othera,  Mr.  Noble  praaani- 
ad  (he  petitioD  of,  raletrad 
adTarae  report  thereon 
eonaidered  and  concurred  in 

C. 

CadelaalWcat  Point,  Mr-  Williama,ef  Tannce- 

aae,  lubmittedaraaolntion  of  inquiry  into 

the  expediency  of  luhjecting  the,  to  tha 

Ruleaand  Artidcrof  War    ...      46 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  (he  Military  Con- 

mil(ea 60 

Cahokia,  Mr.  Edwarda  preaentcd  a  pedtion  of 

citiiena  of,  referred        ....    366 
a  bill  in  acoordanee  with  aaid  petition  read      B67 
read  a  aecond  time     .....    66X 
ordered  to  a  third  reading           .        -        .    6S0 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -        .        .    636 
Canal,  from  the  waten  of  Sandnaky  to  (hoee  of 
(he  Scioto,  •  bill  to  ley  ont  the  loule  and 
prepare  the  plan  of  a,  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred     6M 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 683 

read  tha  third  (ime,  and  paaaed  ...    684 
Canala,  a  bill  (o  au(hoiiie  the  appointment  of 

mentioned,  read    .....    6S8 
read  a  aecond  time    .....    641 
indefinittiy  poetpoued       ....    68t 
Canoia^  Waahington,  on  motioB  of  Mr.  Maaoa, 
(he  Finance  Committee  were  inatincted 
to  prepare  and  report  a  bill  to  remit  the 
duties  on  the  importation  of         -        -     337 
a  bUl  to  that  e^ct,  read    -        -  -     S76 

read  a  aecond  time    ....        -     S99 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     3^3 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  .        -         .    388 
Canton,  a  bill  from  Ihe  Houaa  of  Repraaent*. 
tiiea  anthoriiing  the  aale  of  certain  aec- 
tiona  ofland  lying  within  the  District  of, 
twice  read,  and  refarred         ...     QSg 
reported  without  amendment    .        -         .     633 
orilared  Eo  a  third  reading  ...     676 

read  a  third  time,  andpaeaed     .        -        .     67S 
Capitol,  a  bill  from  the  Honae  of  Reprcaenta. 
liiea  making  further   ap[Ni}pria(iaii  fat 
continuing  the  work  upon  the,  Ac,  read    63S 
read  a  aecond  (ime,  and  referred        -        -    631 
reported  wi(h  an  amendment    ...    637 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaad,  aa  1 


^yCoOi-^lc 


INDEX, 

Smote  Proaedii^  ond  DAata. 


Caidclli,  Fater,  Mr.  Dua  preainbid  the  petition 

oi^  lefened    ■        .        ■        ■        . 

iJieTM  repoit  thereon 

cODMdereil  aaij  concurred  in 

CtriliDil,  John.  Mr  Jobnion  o/  Kcntackj  pre- 

Mnted  the  petition  o^  reid    -        -        . 

Cftray,  Matthew,  and  othan,  Mr.  Sanford  pro- 

eented  tJia  petition  of,  referred 
Cajini,  IlLinDia,  Mr.  Thomai  anbniitted  a  reeo- 
intion  reapecting  a  road  from,  to  Carijla 
innidSute         .... 
agreed  to,  and  refeirad  to  die  CommitHe  i 
Foat  Roada,  &&-•-• 
Carrier,  Josalban  D.,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  pieaanted 
the  petition  of       ....        . 
Cuter,  John  D.,  a  bill  from  the  Hanae  of  Rep- 
ratentativat  tor  relief  of,  Iwke  read,  aad 
Tefarred         ..... 
Tepoited  withoat  tiMiidneiit     - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  tbi  third  time,  anJ  paned  • 
Cavin,  Marj,  Mt.  SnuOi  prewnted  the  petition 
of,  referred    •        ■        ■        -        - 
a  bUl  ftr  the  relief  oC  read 
read  a  aeeond  lima   -        .        -        ~ 
ordered  to  a  third  nadiag 
read  the  third  time,  and  pa«ed  - 
Caatine,  a  bill  for  the  relief  ot  certain  pen 
who  bare  paid  dutiea  on  certain  gooda 
ported  inio,  read    .        -        -        . 
nuid  a  aaeond  time    '        -        .        . 
ordered  to  ■  third  readbg 
rend  a  tliird  lime,  and  puied     - 
reiurnad  from  the  Hooae  of  RepreeentaliTea 

vith  amendmsnU  -        .        -        < 
conaidered,  and  eonenrred  in    - 
Cathearl,  James  LeanUer,Mr.  WilioapreatDtad 
the  petition  of,  referred  - 
a  bill  toi  the  relief  of,  read  twice 
on  motion,  laid  on  the  table 
taken  np,  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaeed  - 

CMUei  depending  in  the  United  StalM  Coorta, 

a  Meuege  from    the  President,  with  a 

report  from  the  Seeretarj  of  Blate  eni' 

bracing  retnrni  of  -        .        .        . 

CaTalier,  Anthony,  and  Peter  Pettit,  Mr.  John- 

ion  of  Loaiaiana  preaented  the  petition 

of,  relerred    ■        .        -        - 

a  bill  confirming  the  claim*  of,  to  t 


read  a  aecond  time    -        .        -        - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaaJ 
Caiwna,«biU  boa  the  Hooae  of  B^uaaentalii 

to  proride  li>r  taking  the  fourth,  md 
read  the  lecond  time,  and  referred     - 
repMt«d  without  amendment     - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        . 
amended,  read  the  third  time,  and  pan 

■■  amended 

Certain  Crimea  againat  the  United  Statea.a  t 

to  proride  tor  the  puiafament  of,  raad 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  rafcered 
reported  without  amendment     - 
the  bill,  eonaiating  of  eightj-three  printMl 

Cigee,  read  throngh 
Siutelj  pOBlpoMd 


Page. 

Ckadbouma,  J.  IL,  and  othera,  Mr.  Mellen  pre. 

■ented  the  petition  of,  raftrred        -        .    313 
raid  committee  diecbarged,  and  petition  re- 
ferred to  that  on  Roada  and  Canala'  — 
Cbamplin,    Oliver,  Mr.  Lanman  preeented  tl 

petition  of,  referred        -        -        . 
ChanniQg,  Walter,  Mr.  Hunter  preaentvd  the 
petition  0^  rererred 
a  bill  ibr  relief  of,  read 
read  a  toeond  tine    ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  lliird  time,  and  paaMd  - 
Chaplain*,  the  uaual  resolution  Ibr  the  appoiat- 
ment  of  two,  adopted     -        -        -        . 
Chapman,   Tbomaa,    Mr.  Smith  preeented  the 
petition  at,  referred 
idierie  report  thereon 

roneidered  and  concnrred  in       •  

CkapTon,  M.,  and  othera,  Mr.  Walker  of  Ala- 
bama preaented  the  petition  of,  referred    &S8 


port  on  the  petitiona  of  • 


Chene;  Belay.     (See  MtGrtvi,  Jokn.) 
Cheeapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  Mr.  Van 
Dyke  pteaenled  the  petitioB  ^  the,  re- 

Ihat  committee  diacharged,  and  petition  re- 
ferred to  that  on  Boada  and  Oanala 
Chippewa  and  Kiekapoo  Indiaua,  a  bill  from  the 
Honae  of  RepreeentatiT**,  making  a]^>n>- 
prialionB  to  carry  into  efiMt  Irealiea  with 
the,  read  three  timea,  end  paaaed    - 
Choctaw  and  Chickaaaw   Indiaiia,   Mr.  Leake 
eabmittcd  a  reaolulian  rcapeeting  the      • 
the  latter  tribe  atmck  ont,  and  reaolntion 

Chotard,  Sarah  F.,  Mr  Wiltiama  of  Miaiaiippi 

preeented  the  petition  of,  referred    - 
Chrialian,  Howleigh  C,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  praaant- 
ad  the  petition  «f,  referred 
advetae  report  thereon       .... 
conndered  and  concnrred  in       •        -        - 
Claiboma,  Alabama,  Mr.  King  preeented  the  me- 
morial of  the  rapreeentativea  of  Monroe 
county,  praying  that  the  title  of  a  certain 
lot  may  be  veated  in,  referred 
Mr.  K.  alao  preiented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legialature,  praying  a  donation  of  certain 
lota  in  the  town  of,  referred    ... 
Claima,  appointment  of  the  atanding  conmiuee 


of 


Clark,  Margaret,  Mr.  Roberta  preeented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  -        -        ■        .        .    . 
adTene  report  thereon       .... 

ooniidered  and  concnrred  in      -        .        - 
Clark,  Catharine.    (See  Biekky,  DauUL) 
Clemen,  John,  Mr.  JobpioD  pnientad  the  pet> 
tion  of,  read  ...... 

Clcrka,  a  bill  from  the  Honaa  of  Bepreeeotativea 
anpplementary  t«  (he  aot  to  regulate  and 
fix  the  eompenaatian  of  the,  nwd    . 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  nfemd 
reported  with  an  amendment     ... 
ordered  to  a  third  readii  _ 
read  the  tliird  time,  and  paaeed  ei 
a  report  from  the  Poetmaater  Oeneral  of  lb* 
number  of,  in  hie  Departnent 


Digni2 


^yCoOi-^IC 


SanaU  Proettiing$  and  DebaUt. 


Clnlt'i  report  on,  from  the  Secretary  of  Wu    -    1 

a  bill  Tram  the  Haute  of  RepruecutiTei  to 
increaH  the  naniber  of,  in  the  War  De- 
paitmcnt,  read  twice      -        •        -        .    i 

reail  tbe  third  time,  and  pa>«ed  -  -  .  i 
Clothing  of  the  Army,  a  Meaaaga  fram  tbe 
Pieaident  Iranimiltlng  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  in  compliaace  with  a 
reeolution  of  the  iait  CoDgnaa,  on  the 
lubject  of  tiling  articles  of  domeatic  man- 
ufcclurea  for,  referred    -        -        .        - 

(See  Jhntutie  Manufacture*,  bill,  4cO 
Coaal  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Trimble  lubmit- 
ted  a  reeolation  directing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Natry  to  cause  to  be  prepared  *  plan 
for  employing  the  Navy  in  completing  a 
■niTey  of  the         -        -        .        .        . 

the  reeolution  withdrawn  .... 

Coffin,  William,   and  otheri,  a  bill   from   the 

Hoaie  of  Repieaaolaliie*  for  relief  of, 

read  twice,  and  referred  ... 

reporiei]  wtthont  amendment     ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        - 

read  the  third  time,  and  paased  ... 
Cole,  Hhineai,    Mr.  Morril  preaanted  the  peti- 


adveri 
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Colhonn,  Hugh,  end  othera,  Mr.  Bairill  pre- 

aented  the  petltien  of,  referred 
Columbian  Inatilala,  Mr.  Honey  preaenled  the 
memorial  of  the,  referred 
a  bill  from  the  Houie  of  RapTeeentitivaa  for 

the  beneSl  of  the,  read  twice  and  referred    600 
reporltd  without  amendment    ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  the  third  lime,  and  pnaaed  . 
Commerce  and  Manu&cturei,  appointment  of 

the  etanding  Committee  of    - 

Commercial   Regulation!,  a  Hecaage  from  the 

Preiident  tranimitting  ■  eoUeclion  from 

different  foreign  conntriee  of  their,  read 

Compact  between  Kentucky  and  Tenneaaee,  a 

joint  reeolution  from   tbe  Houae  of  Bep- 

teeentativea  giiing  the  conient  of  Con* 

greaa  to  a,  for  the   aetttement  of  their 

boundary  line,  twice  read,  and  referred  - 

reported  without  amendment     -        .        . 

ordered  la  lie  on  the  table  ... 

taken  np,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    . 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaeed  • 

Cone,  B.  H.,  and  olhere,  Mr.  Johnaon  of  Ken. 

tacky  preaented    the   memorial    of,   re* 

Conecah  Conrlhoaee,  Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabant, 

anbmitted  a  reiolnlion  for  eatabliahiag  a 

land  officD  at  ..... 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Pnblic  Landi 

(Sea  Alabama.) 
Congreaa,  Mr.  Otia  eubmitted   a  reaolution  for 

•djonmmeDt  of,  on  the  10th  of  April,  read  630 
Tead  aaecond  time  .....  '"" 
day  changed  to  Mth,  and  otdered  to  a  third 

.  read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed 
.  returned  from  the  Houae  of  Repreientativea 
with  the  day  changed  to  16th  May 
conaidered,  and  concurred  in      .        -        . 


Congreaa,  Mr.  Morril  anbmitted  a  reeolution  lor 

BD  earlier  meeting  of,  than  the  day  Gied 

by  the  Conititntion        .        .        -        .    | 

reaolution  diecaaied,  and  negatired    -        -    i 

a  bill  from    the  Bouea  of  ReprcaantatiTea 

filing  the  time  for  the  next  meeting  o<^ 


I    Conner,  William,  and  othera,  Mr.  Noble  pre- 
aented the  petition  of,  referred        -        -    4: 
a  bill  granting  the  right  of  pre.emplion  to, 

read 4 

read  a  aeeond  time    -        -        -        •        -    4 

indefinilely  poitponed         .         .         .         .     S 

CoDatilution,  Mr.  Noble  preaented  a  reaolution 

of  the  Lcgialature  of  Indiana  propoaing 

an  amendment  to  the,  limiting  the  power 

of  Congreaa  in  the  chartering  of  banka, 

Ac.,  read -    S 

(Sea  BankM,  aleo,  BUdon  offraidml 
and  Vice  Praident.) 


verae,  llaniel,  end  George  Miller,  a 

tbe  Home  of  Repreientativei  for  relief  o^ 
twice  read,  and  referred  .        -        .    I 

reported  without  amendment  .  -  -  t 
ordered  to  ■  third  reading  -  -  -  -  ( 
read  the  third  lime,  and  paaaed  -        -     ( 

Cotton  and  Woollen  Mann&clurai,  Mr.  Burrill 
preaented  a  memorial  from  Proiidence, 
Rhode  Uland,  praying  protection  for,  re- 
Mr.  Lloyd  presented  a  aimtlar  memorial  ftom 
inhabitanta  of  Maryland  ... 

Cravat,  Richard.     (Sea  MeGrew,  John.) 
Crawford,  Rhoda,  Mr.  Walker  of  Alabama  pre- 
aented the  petition  of,  referred 
adverae  report  thereon       .... 
concurred  in,  and  the  committee  diacharged 
Crawfiird,  Thomas,  Mr.  Parroll  preaented  tbe 

petition  o^  referred        .        .        -        .    : 
Crawford,  Jonathan,  adTcrae  report  on  the  ptlj. 

tion  of-        -        -        .        -        -        .; 
coniidered  and  concurred  in       -        -        -    '• 
Credit  on  Import  Duties,  Mr.  Pinknry  preaenled 
the  memorial  of  merchanta  of  Baltimore, 
romanitrating  againat  changing  the  sys- 
tem of,  referred       .         .  -         -  . 
Creek  and  Cherokee  Indians,  a  Meaaage  from 
the  President  recommending  an  appro- 
priation to  defray  the  expensee  of  a  pro- 
posed  treaty  with  the     - 
re&rred  to  Ihe  Committee  on  Indian  Affaire 
the  report  of  said  committee  read 
Crock,  Peter.     (See  Naoiom,  Joihua.) 
Cutting,  Nathaniel,  Mr.   King  of  New  Tork 
preaented  the  memorial  of,  referred 


Dana,  Samuel  W^  of  Connecticut,  ai 

epeech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Hiaiouri  lull  - 
remsrka  of,  on  tbe  Military  Appropriation 

bill M6, 

remarks  of,  on  Oeneral  Appropriation  bill 
remarks  ot;  on  the  dissgreeing  votes  of  Ihe 

two  Houaea  on  the  same  -     687, 


^yCoOi-^lc 


Senate  Proettdingi  and  DAata. 


■(reed  In,  nnd  referred  to  the  Committa*  on 
Pott  OfficM  ■&(!  Pact  Roidi  -        -        •      42 
D**iii  Iiithrop,  Mr.  LaninaD  pineotal  the  p»- 

litioD  of,  refaned  to  Feniion  Committca      3£ 
■dTsne  repcit  Iheieon       .        -        .        .      75 
coniideTed  and  ooDcumd  in       -        •        -       79 
Deelantioa  of  Independence.    (See  A'ntu.) 
DelknlteTi,  ■  bill  pioTiding  for  the  mora  prompt 

recoier;  of  debta  dae  bj,  raad        -        •    US 
lead  «  aeeond  time,  and  ordered  to  •  third 
reading  -.-,..    678 

De  KraSl,  Edward.     (See  Biorm,  John.) 
DeiaSeld,  John,  Mr.  Sanfoid  prewnted  the  me- 
morial of,  referred  -        -        -        •      31 
edyena  report  thereon       ....    468 
eoniiderecf  and  concurred  in       ...    S0| 
Deliale,  Anthony  a.    {att  DutUeg,  Edumrd  B.) 
Denton,  Little,  &  Co.,  and  Harman  Hendrick,  a 
bin  from  the  Home  of  RapreienlatiTei  for 

reliefer,  read 43 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred  •  -  46 
reported  irilhout  amendment  -  '  •  369 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaeed  -        -    3TS 

Depntjr  anrreyora,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnnn, 
of  Reutuclij,  the  Commiltes  of  PnUic 
Landi  were  inBtmctod  to  iaqaire  into  the 
expedienej  of  making  proviaion  for  paj- 
neiit  of  full  cotnpeniation,  du^  to  -    478 

tho  laid  committee  atked  to  be  diecharged  -    C30 
Iha  diacharga  conenrred  in         •        -        -    534 
Bealonde,  Roeatie  P.,  Mr.  Johoaon,  of  Louiai- 

■ni,  preaented  tU  petition  of,  referred  -  6fi 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read        -        -        -    488 

read  ■  ncOBd  time 4S0 

oideted  to  a  third  reading  •        -        -    496 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaeed  -        -    496 

Deapard,  John,  on  notion  of  Mr.  Sanford,  the 

claim  of,  i*ai  referred     ....    355 
the  committee  discharged  .        .        •        >     694 
DaatTKhan,  Noel,  Mr.  Johnaon  orLooiaiana  pre< 

lented  the  petition  of,  refaned        -        .      6fi 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read        •        -     501 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     BI3 

ra«d  ft  third  time,  and  pawed    ...     6t6 

Detroit,  •  bill  to  rafive  the  poweia  of  the  com- 

mianoDer*  for  the  dialnct  of,  &c,  read  -  003 
read  a  aacond  time,  and  referred  .  .  POO 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -  ....  Wl 
read  the  tliird  time,  and  paoed  -  -  -  653 
a  bill  from  the  Honae  of  Sepreaenlativaa  to 
annex  certain  land*  to  the  diatrict  ot,  read 
twice,  and  referred  ....  817 
reported  withont  amendment  ...  eSO 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •    G74 

read  the  third  time,  andpaaaed  ...  07Q 
*  bill  relaUng  to  Green  Bay  and  Prairie  dn 

Chien,  in  the  diatrict  of,  read  •        •    AS6 

read  a  aecond  time    -        .        .        -        .    6S8 

Diekenon,  Hahlon,  of  New  Jeraey,  attended     .        9 

remarka  of,  on  the  Bankmpt  bill  493,  G30 

remarka  of,   on  the   bill  ibi   clothing   the 

Army,  Ac    - 608 

■peech  o^  on  the  bill  to  regtdale  the  tariff  •     666 


memoriil  of  merchanta  a 

of  Beaton,  praying  meaaurea  to  coonter- 

veil  the,  dec,  relerred    .... 

Mr.  Sanford,  the  aame,  from  the  New  York 

Chamber  of  Commerce,  referred  to  lame 

Diflriet  of  Colanbia,  appointment  of  the  com. 

mittee  for  the        ..... 

•D  motion  of  Mr.  Roberta,  the  aaid  commit- 
tee were  inatructed  to  inqnire  whether  any 
legal  proriaioni  are  nccewarj  to  accom- 
modate the  courtu  in  aaid  Diatrict  - 
bill  pimiding  for  the  eccommodat: 


theei 


D  the,  t' 


83 


read  the  third  time,  and  p 

Mr.  JohnwD,  of  Kentucky,  aubmltted  ■  reao- 

lution  anthoriiing  a  delegate  from  the    -     Ul 
ordered  to  ha  laid  on  the  table    -        .        .    US 
taken  op,  agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the         .....    508 
adverae  report  thereon       ....    6BS 
conaidered  and  concurred  in       -        -        •    006 
a  bill  from  the  Houie  of  Repreaentatiree  to 
altar  the  limea  of  the  aeaatons  of  the  cir- 
cnil  and  diatrict  conrtaof  the,  twice  read, 
and  referred  -..-..    600 
reported  with  amendment         ...    67fi 
nad  the  third  time,  and  peaeed  aa  amended    878 
Diatrict  Judgea,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  of 
OeorgJa,  the  Judidary  Committee  were 
inatmcled  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  inereaaing  the  wlanea  of  the    -        -    470 
a  bill  increasing  the   consumption  of  the. 


the  third  reading  lost  by  a  lie  ToLe     - 
reconsidered,  and  bill  bid  on  the  table        -    ( 
Dix,  John  A.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  withont  amendment    - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time 

third  reading  resumed,  and  bill  passed 
Dobson,  John  and  othen,  Mr.  Logan  presented 

the  memorial  of,  referred        -        -        •    i 
Dobson,  Thomas,  and  Son,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred        -        -        .     1 
committee  discharged        .        .        .        .    1 
Doeuueats,  a  bill  anlboriiing  the  tiaosinisiion 

of  certain,  free  of  poitige,  read  twice 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Domestic  Manubctnres,  Mr.  ^nbid  presented 

the  petition  of  the  American  Bodely  of 

New  York  for  the  encouragement  of,  re. 

ferred 

Mr.  Lanman  preaented  a  rimilat  one  from 

Connecticut,  referred      .... 
Mr.   Sanlbrd   presented  a  simitar   petition 

from  boot  and  shoemakers  of  New  York 
Mr.  Dickersou  presented  a  similar  petition 

from  sundry  ciliiena  of  Pennsylvania 
Mr.  Trimble  presented  a  similar   petition 

from  ritiiens  of  Ohio      .        .        -        .    : 
a  bill  to  pmiide  for  clothing  the  army  in, 

read  a  second  time  .        .        .        .  1 

ordered  to  a  third  reading        -        -        -  1 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaseJ  -  1 

returned  from  the  Houae  of  RepieaentatiTea, 


007 


with 


^yCoOi-^IC 


INDEX. 

SftwU  Proeetdit^  and  Dtbatti. 


DomMliG  Hanufielure* — cootiiiQci].  F>] 

bill  igRad  to,  with  in  uneodment  to  th* 

UpeDdmaDU  .....     fl 

the  UauM  of  KcpiewDUIiTw   and  Senate 

both  isiitt i 

Hr*  Sanfoid  prMented  a  reaolDtioD  or  the 
Legiililore  of  New  York  relali*e  to  the 
pcotoction  of,  n«d         .       .        .        .    i 
DoBDoll,  John  and  olhen,  Mr.  Iilojd  preMnled 

tlia  memorial  of,  leieiTCd        •        -        -    ( 
Doaghert;,  John,  Mr.  Van  Ujke  preiented  the 

pMitioD  of,  reforred  .  .  .  .  ^ 
tdTBiie  report  tbereon  .  .  .  .  ( 
coneideied,  and  concurred  in     -  -     < 

Dovgla*,  Eluba,  Mr.  Miller  prewnted  the  peti- 

tiao  oC,  referred 

(See  Charltm,  John.) 
Dutne,  William,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johneon,  of 
Kentuckj,  the  MiJituj  Committee  w«i« 
inatracled  to  inquire  into  the  eipedieriqt 
of  making  •  ceruin  allowBDce  to        -     ! 
lb*t  commitiee  diicharged,  and  the  aubject 
laferrad  to  the  War  QepartmeQt    -        -    I 
Dodlaj.  Edwud  B.,  end  Jofaa  M.  Vandeaf,  Mr. 
Stokw  preeeotad  [ha  petition  of,  roftrred 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  (inclndingf  Anthony 

8.  Deliale,)  read 

r««d  a  Mcond  time    ..... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  paMed 
retoroed  Iroio  the  Hoaae  of  RepreeentatiTea 

with  amendment  -        -        -        -        -    i 
conddered,  and  concorrod  iu    •        -        -     : 
Dnelling,  Mr.  Morril  eubmitted  reaolalione  con- 
cerning ....... 

laid  on  the  table 

Dnnn,  Sarah,  Me.  MellMi  preaented  the  petition 

adverae  report  thereon       -        .        .        .     . 
Duplet,  Marc  Marie,  aen.,  Mr.  GaiUard  pieeented 
the  petition  of,  refu'reil 
adierM  report  thereon       ...        .    . 
ooniidered,  and  concurred  in     -        '        - 
Duponcaau,  Peter  8.  and  other*,  Mr.  Dickereon 

preaentcd  the  memorial  ot,  referred 
Dotie*,  a  bill  from  the  Seeretar;  of  the  TreaaDTj 
with  an  abetiacl  of  the  emolnmanta,  &o, 
of  officera  emplojcd  in  the  collection  o^ 

Dmerge,  Barthelemj,  Mr.  Johoaon  of  Loniei- 


Euton,  RuAiB,  and  heira  of  Jamea  Bmft  Mr. 
Johnion,  of  Loniaiana,  preaented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred   .... 
committee  discharged        ... 
EttOD,  John  H.,  of  Tenneaaee,  attended  • 
ipeecb  a(  on  the  Bankrupt  bill  - 
on  the  bill  for  relief  of  anfleren  in  Ihe  Sem. 

inole  war 

on  the  diiagreeing  Yotee  of  the  two  Houaaa 
on  the  apjvopriation  bill 
Edwardf,  Ninian,  of  Illinoli,  attended 

apeech  of,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Roberts  U 
exclude  ■laTsr]',  dec.       .... 


Edwards,  Mnian— continoed.  Psigo. 

remarka  of,  on  the  bill  respecting  salea  of 

public  lands 460 

on  the  bill  to  suspend  the  aale  or  forfoitara 

of  landa,  &c 4U 

on  the  bill  making  further  proviiion  for  ttto 

sales  of  public  landa      ....    483 
on  the  military  appropri* lions    •        •     HS,  S56 
Electors  of  President  and  Vice  PreddenI,  Hr. 
Dickerson     anbmitted    a    resoluiioti    to 
amend  the  Constiiotian  as  it  rcspectatha 

choice  of,  read 32 

read  a  leeond  lime,  and  referred  to  a  com- 

mitlee  of  five M 

reported  witbont  amendment  -  -  -  U 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  333 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  ...  STB 
Elliot,  Jonathan.  (See  Law,  John.) 
Elliott,  John,  of  Georgia,  sltendad  ...  9 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Roberta's  ijavery  reaolo- 

lion IS9 

onthe  bill  fbr  relief  of  the  Savannah  sofferera    CSS 
Etlia,  David,  and  otbara,,  Mr.  Otia  preaented  the 

petition  o^  referred        ....    gos 

Ingroued  Bille,  appointment  of  committee  on       II 

Enrolled  Bills,  appointment  of  the  committee  on       ID 

''    EqnitaUs  Claims,  Mr.  Macon  labmittcd  a  prop- 

oeition  that  authority  ought  to  be  giran 

to  [he  Treasnrv  Department  to  eiamine 

and  aettb  all,  ^ 67S 

EiecutlTo  OlScea,  a  bill  frvn  the  Hoom  of  Rep- 
reaentativesmskiogappic^riatianata  anp- 
ply  defteianciaa  in  a[^|Kopria[ions  heiato- 
Mre  made  for  oomplMing  the  CapUol  and 
President'a  House  and  erecting  two  new    S66 

read  a  firat  time 376 

read  a  second  time,  and  relerrad        •        •    S99 
reported  wi[haut  amendment     ...    311 
ordered  to  a  third  readbg  ....     963 
read  the  third  time,  and  paesed  .        -        -     366 
Bspentlittlre  and  AppUcation  of  Moneys,  report 
of  the  8«eretary  of  Wat  comprehending 
a  etatamentof        .....      79 
a  aimilar  report  from  the  Beciattiry  of  the 

Navy 73 

Ezpendiluree  tor  Contingencica,  report  of  Ihe 

SecreUry  of  War  of    .        -        -  -     107 

Eitension  of  Time,  on  public  lands,  Mr.  NobU 
preeented  the  memorial  of  the  Legislatnie 
of  Indiana,  praying  an,  referred  .  -  366 
a  stmilM  roemarial  of  the  Legislature  of  Mis~ 
siaaippi  referred  .....  371 
Extra  Compensation,  Mr.  Roberta  preaented  a 
reaolulion  directing  the  allawaaee  of,  to 
certain  offieera  and  senants  of  the  ^m- 

ate,  twice  read 663 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    6B0 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        •        -    691 
F. 
Farral,  Bamnel,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  preaented  the  p»> 

Ution  of 4S0 

Farmere'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  Mr.  FleMantapra. 
aented  the  petition  o^  for  aiteneion  and 
inclusion  therewith  of  the  Union  Bank, 

referred S7 

Finance,  appointment  of  the  standing  commit* 


,Gooi^lc 


Satatt  PrtK»»dMig»  amd  Ikbaln. 


Rbm,  >  MeMftge  from  the  Preaidaiit,  with  ■  re- 
port fiom  the  Secretin  of  State  enbrvdng 
e  lilt  of,  iDcnned  DDOer  the  act  to  poniih 


■  for  nlicf  ot, 
nail  twice,  md  lelerred  -        -        -    61 

repoited  without  amendineDt     •        -        •    Bl 
OTOared  to  e  third  Tuding  -        -        •        •    fr 
read  the  thinl  time  aod  paueed  -        -        -61 
FiieEugineiiDn  motion  or  Mr.  Moriil,  theCam- 
mittea  oa  tha  Dutiict  of  Columbia  were 
ineliDctcd  to  inquire  whether  the  mcta  to 
pnrehatei  had  been  executed  -        -        -     61 
Flood,   Martha,  a  bill  iirom  the  Home  for  relief 
0^  read  twice  and  referred      -        -        -    SI 
reported  without  ameodaent     -        •        •    6: 
ordered  to  e  third  reading  •        -        -        -    B' 
reed  the  third  time,  and  pened  -        -        -    6' 
Fortign  Commerce  of  ibe  United  Statei,  »  bill 
to  provide  for  obtaining  accurate  itit«- 
menti  of  the,  read         ....       I 

read  a  Hcond  lime I 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        ■        .        •       i 
read  the  third  lime,  and  pateed  -        .        .       ' 
Foreign  Gold  Coini,  Mr.  Diia  lubmitted  a  teio- 

lutton  reapecting    -        ....    8 
Mr.  Johnaon,  of  Loniiiana,  prewnled  a  mo- 
morial  of  the  Legielatare  of  that  State  on 
the  nilnect  of,  both  referred    -        -        -     B 
Foreign  Relation*,  appointment  of  the  itanding 


of 


Feieign  Ship*  of  War  and  PriTsteera,  *o  mach 

of  tha  Meaaage  aa  relatra  to  the  deiigna- 

tion  of  particular  porta  for   the  admiHioii 

of,  referred  to  the  Neval  Committee 

■aid  committee  diiebarged,  end  &e  anbject 

referred  to  that  of  Foreign  Relationa 
*  bill  from  the  Houae  of  RepreMntatiTee, 
daaignsting  the  pert*  within  which,  ihall 
be  pennitt*d  to  enter,  read  twice    - 
rad  toe  third  time,  and  paaaad  -        .        - 
Forfoitura  of  Landi,  Mr.  Noble  aabmitted  a  leao- 
latioD  to  Hipeod  the  eala  or  - 
•greed  to,  and  rafanid  to  tha  Committee  on 
Public  Laud*        ..... 
■  bill  farther  to  ■nipcDd  the  lale  or,  read  - 
read  a  lecond  time    ■        •        -        -        - 
cead  the  third  tioM,  and  p«i«ed  ... 
Forging  Paper*  or  Voochera,  Mr.  iSaten  eobmit- 
lad  ■  reeolation  inetrneting  the  Jndicierr 
Com  mittee  to  inqn  ire  wbelhar  anr  amend- 
ment  ia  neeoaaary  in  the  ciimina]  code  to 
puniah  peraoni  guilty  of        -        -        - 
agreed  to,  and  *o  refeired  -        ... 
Fonnan,  William  Gordon.    (See  Hunt,  AUgaiL) 
Fowler,  Chriitophar,  a  bill  for  the  leliaf  o^  read 
read  a  aeccnid  time,  and  referred 
report  of  Mid  committee     .... 
bill  recommitted        .        .        .        .        - 
•  report  recommending  rqaclion,  read  78 

Franda,£.  de  la,  Ht.Browit  preiented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      .....     GS4 
the  ounmittoe  ditcharged .        -        .         .693 
Fradda,  Aan,abilJ  for  tlte  relief  of,  andtiiel^al 

repreeentatiTea  of  Tench  Franda,  read  -  6S4 
read  a  aecond  lime  ...  -  -  687 
ordered  to  a  tlurd  reading  -  -  .  GTfi 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  ...    &7B 


Fraeer,  Angn*  0.,  and  othen,  •  bill  from  the 
Honieof  Rrpreeenlativea  for  the  relief  oi^ 
ie»d  twice,  and  referred         ...    QOO 
reported  without  amendment     ...    611 
ordered  to  a  third  nading  -        -        -        .    674 
read  the  third  time,  end  paaaed  ...     67S 
Freeman,  Theron,  Mr.  Rugglei  preeantad  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred 399 

adierae  report  thereon       -        -        -        -    426 
couaidered,  and  concurred  in    -        -        •    486 
Frmch  Shipe  and  Veaaele,  a  bill  from  the  Hoaao 
of  RepreeeutatiTe*  to  impoae  •  new  lon- 
nage  dntj  an,  read  twioe        ...     891 
read  tliatiurd  time,  and  paeaed  -  -    696 

Frontiera  of  tlie  Uoited  Statea,  Mr.  Johnaon,  of 
Kentaek;,  aubmitted  a  reeolotion  relating 
to  the  protection  of  the  -        <        ■        •    606 
conaidered, and  laid  on  the  table        -        -     BIS 
Funitare  of  the  old  Beualo  Chamber,  Mr.  Rob- 
ert* aubmitted  a  reaotution  directing  the 

aaleofthe «9 

Teieired  to  the  Committee  on  the  PnUio 

BuUdinga 3S 

O. 
Gaillard,  John,  of  Soath  Carolina,  attended      -        9 
election  of,  ai  Preaident  oro  tenport  -        -     3S6 
OailUrd,  Theodore.     (See  Bay,  KiiAu  Halt.) 
Gatlerie*  of  tha  Senate  Chamber,  Mr.  Stokea 
aubmitted  a  resolution  of  inqniry  into  the 
expediency  of  enlarging  tha  .        .        -    S8S 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Buildinga     -        -        -        .    £34 
Oandry  i,  Du&ure,  tha  memoiial  of,  referred  lo 

the  Finance  Committee  .        .        -    433 

General  Poet  Office,  a  bill  from  the  Houee  of 
RepieeentatiTee  for  repairing  the  roof  of 
the,  dtc,  read  twice  -        -        -     B93 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  t93 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaacd  -  -  696 
Georgia,  Mr.  Walker  aabmitted  a  resolution 
inttructing  the  Judicial?  Committee  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increesing 
the  ealary  of  tiie  diatrict  judge  for  tlie  die- 
trictof  -         -        -  -    aw 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  aaid  committee  -     SIS 
the  Prendent  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Legialatuie  of,  reepocting  the  territo^  in 
aaid  State  held  by  ceiUin  Indian  tribes, 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

lodiviAflikin GS9 

Mr.  Elliott  presented  the  copy  of  an  act  of 
the  Legislatare  o(  to  which  the  oonaent 
of  Congress  is  asked,  referred        -  431 

a  bill  declaring  the  aaeent  of  Congree*  to  the 

aaid  fct,  read *68 

read  a  aecond  time ^W 

otdered  to  a  third  reading  -         .        -        -     CSG 
reed  tha  tl^  time,  and  pasaed  -        .        -     GOt 
Georgetown,  the  committee  to  whom  waa  refer- 
red the  nemorial  of  the  inhahitanls  of, 
preying  for  a  aeparate  eonrt  west  of  Rock 
breek,  were  di«iurg«l  -        -        -    6S6 


^yCoOi-^lc 


Smatt  Proettdinfft  and  Debaht. 


P«ge. 
Ghent,  a  diKuuion  on  tha  nieMaiij  of  cDDtinD- 
ingthe  office  of  Agent  or  the  CooiiuiwioD' 
ere  ander  tba  Treity  of  -        -        - 

Oilw,  Aqnili,  Hi.  King  of  New  York  preiant- 
■d  the  patitioD  of,  raferred 
■dTcne  repon  thereon 
Oodlie;  Qabriel,  Mi,  Rqgglag  preeentad  tkt  pa- 
litioD  o(  leferred   .        -        - 
■  bill  for  the  relief  of,  raid 
read  ft  laeoad  time    -        -        ~        . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasted 
Goeti  and  Weatpfaal,  Mr.  Roberta  preunted  the 
petition  of,  referred  .... 

abillfbi  tha  relief  oC  and  tba  b«ir«  of  Abra- 
ham Hippe,  read   .        -        -        . 
read  a  eecond  time    -        -        . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  • 
read  a  third  time,  and  piaaed     ' 
OofemmeDl,  a  bill  from  the  Home  of  Repreno- 
latitea,  making  appiopriatione  for  tbe  anp- 
port  of,  for  the  jeer  leSO,  read 
read  a  eecond  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendmenta 
read  the  third  time,  and  paitad  aa  amended    STfl 
the  Hoiue  of  ReprewntaliTea  agree  to  aome 

of  tbe  amendmenta,  and  dieagree  to  othara    677 
tha  Senate  receded  from  the  amendment) 

6S9 


«  bill  from  the  Honae  of  RepreientatiTaa,  in 

addition  to  the  abora 
twice  read,  and  referred     - 
reported  without  amendment,  read  the  third 

time,  and  paaed    .         -         .         . 
Grant,  Vincent,  Hr.  Sanford  preaented  tha  fell 

tlon  of,  referred      .... 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time    -        .        .        . 
the  third  reading  negatived 
Grant,  Herbert,  Mr.  Banford  preaented  tbe  peti 


tion  of,  referred 
adverae  report  thereon 
coniidered  and  concurred 
Greene,  Jamea,  &  Co.,  Hr.  Wilaon  praMMed  the 

fetition  of,  referred 
imea,  Hr.  Roberts  peaenled  tbe 
of,  referred  to  War  Department 
Groan,  Peler  Manua,  on  motion  of  Hr.  Wilaon, 

had  leave  to  withdraw  bia  papera    - 
Quetlain,  Lewia  H.,  Mr.  Johnaoo  of  Louiaiana 
preiented  the  petition  of,  raferred 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  third  time       -        .        . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  paiaed 
Golf  of  Heiico,  Mr.  Jobneon,  of  Louliiana,  anb- 
mitted    a  reaolntion  of  inquiry  into  the 
aipediencj  of  providing  for  tba  purcbaae 
of  a  euflicient  nnmber  of  veaaela  to  protect 
the  commerce  of  tbe  United  Blatei  in  the    417 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Naval  Com- 

4se 


SOO 


Hale;,  Samuel,  Mr.  Panrott  preaented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred     ..... 
(See  lilei  of  Shook.) 
Hall,  Caleb  B.,  and  otbere,  Mr.  Hellen  pr 

ed  tbe  petition  of,  tefiirred 
Hall,  Margaret,  a  bill  from  tha  Houae  of  Repre- 
aentalivaa  for  ralief  of,  twice  read  ■ 
indefinitelj  poatponed 
Hanaon,  Aleiander  C,  on  motion  of  Mr.  San- 
ford  it  wa*  reaolTed  to  wear  crape  tba 
tunal  time,  for  the  late,  a  member  of  tba 

Senate 

Hardeman,  Thomaa,  Mr.  Eaton  praaanted  the 
petition  of,  referred        -        • 
tbe  committee  discharged  - 
Harding,John,  and  Gilea.    (Bee  Niehelll,  JoAn.) 
Harpola,  George,  and  Antoina  Brown,  Mr.  Ea- 
ton presented  the  petition  of,  referred 
the  committee  discharged  -        -        - 
leave  granted  to  n'ithdraw  hii  papers 
Hart,  Eli,  Mr.  Sanford  preaented  tha  petition 


a  bill  for  tha  relief  ofi  read 

read  a  eecond  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed 
Hart,  Robert,  and  others,  Mr.  Brown  preeented 
the  memonal  of,  referred        ... 
Hart,  Ephraim,  Hr.  Sanford  preaented  the  peti- 
tion 0^  relerred      -        -        .        . 
■dTeraa  report  thereon 
conuderad,  and  concnrred  in 
Hawley,  Daniel,  tha  Praaidant  communicated 
tha  petition  of,  referred  • 
tbe  committee  discharged  - 
Hayes,  James,  Mr.  Van  Djke  prMoDled  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred   -        -        . 
adverse  report  thereon       -        .        .        - 
Hajnea,  David,  and  others,  Mr.  Mellen  preaent- 
ed the  petition  ot,  relerred 
Haxlohont,  Robert.    (See  Ingraham,  Henrg.) 
Heaps,  John,  a  bill  from   the  Houae  of  Repra- 
sentativea  for  relief  of  the  widow  of,  twice 
read,  and  referred .        .        - 
reporled  without  amendment 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
road  tbe  third  time,  and  passed 
Hendricks,  Harmon,     (See  Denton,  Liitk,  and 

Company.) 
Henl;,  David,  Hr.  Roberta  presented  the  peti~ 
lion  of,  referred      ■        .        - 
•  bill  antboriring  payment  to,  for   i 


(Sea  VaiehofWar.) 


read  tbe  third  time,  and  paaeed  - 


read  a  second  lime    ■        -        -        . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        . 
read  (he  third  time,  and  paaaed- 
returned  from  tbe  House  of  RepreaentatiTe 

with  an  amendment      ... 
considered,  and  concurred  in      - 
Henrick,  tha  Danish  brigantina,  a  maasaga  trana- 
mitting  anndry  napera  in  relation  10  tha 
'     ed   to   the 


of,  refem 
Foteigi]  ~  ■ 
HcringtoD,  El 


I  the   Committee  of 


Edward*  preaented  tba 
petition  o(  referred        .... 
Herington,  Elisha,  and  othere,    Ur.   Edward) 
presented  alao  another  petition  o^  referred 


^yCoC-^lc 


Smait  Proeadioffa  and  I 


Hibbtnl,  Shnbul  P.,  Mr.  Vbd  l);kc  pNMnled 

the  petition  of,  reiemd  -        -        -        . 

HightDwer,  Tbomai,  Mr.  Gaillftrd  prcfented  tha 

petition  of^  referretl        -        .        .        . 

idTem  report  tberean        .... 

coniidereil,  and  concurred  in      -        -        . 
Hodga,  George.     (See  Barry,  Edward.') 
BodgeOD,  Rebecca,  Mr.  Roberti  preesDled  ibe 
petttion  of,  referred 
•diem  report  tbereoa 
cotindored,  end  coDcnrreil  in 
Hooker,  Samuel  F,,  Mr.  Monil  pmrnted  the 
petition  or,  referred        -        .        . 
tdTerae  report  Ihereoii       ... 
report,  dtc,  recommitted   .        .        - 
«  farther  aofitorable  report 
coDiidered,  tnd  conenTred  in     - 
Honc^i  Oulerbridge,  of  Delanofe,  Mtended 

nmufci  of;  on  the  Diitrict  Bank*  bill 
Hugbea,  Jamea,  a  bill  from  the  Honae  of  Bep- 
resentatiTea  for  relief  of,  rMd  twice,  and 
referred         ...... 

reported  without  amendment     - 

ordered  to  a  third  readinK  .        -        -        . 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  ... 

Haat,  Ab^ah,  and  WiUiim  Gordon  Forman,  a 

bill  &am  the  Haoae  a(  RepreaenlatiTea 

fin  the  relief  of,  twice  read,  and  letiirTed 

reported  with  amendment*        -        .        . 

ordgred  to  •  third  reading  with  the  amend. 


Hiinl«r,  William,  t 

remarhi  of,  on  the  Bankrupt  bill        .        -    i 
remaiki  of,  on  the  claim  of  the  Wiolers   -    B 
I 
Hnnter,  Thomaa,  Mr.  Rugglea  aabmitlad  a  res- 
olution   initructing    the   Committee   of 
Claim*  to  provide  for  aettling  the  claima 

of 

agreed  lo,  and  referred  to  laid  committee  - 

•  bill  for  the  relief  a(  read        .        .        .    i 

lead  a  second  time    •        -        •■        ■        •    I 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        .        .    i 

read  the  third  Unw,  and  pasaed  •  -    I 

I. 

HQq^  Mr.  Tbomai  inbmitted  a  reaolation,  in. 

itrncting  the  Committee  on  the  Public 

Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 

establishing  additional  districts  for  the  sale 

of  pablic  lands  in  the  State  of 

tMolution  agreed  to,  and  referred  accord- 

■ngiy 

Importations,  Mr,  Banturd  pre*eni«d  tbe  memo- 
rial of  tbe  Chamber  of  Cammeroe  of  Naw 
York,  recommending  the  continuance  of 
the  present  mode  of  collecting  duties  on, 

Impotti,  a  bill  from  tbe  House  of  Repreeeota- 
tiTes  to  regulate  the  daties  on,  read  twice, 
aoil  referred  ...... 

reported  with  amendments        ... 

postponed  till  next  cession  -        -    ' 

luports  sod  Tonnage,  a  bill  to  continue  in  Suce 
the  act  aapplemenlar;  to  the  act  to  regn- 
lat*  tha  eoltection  of  the  duties  on,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  lefbrred 

reporiad  with  an  ameDdment     .       .       - 


lupOTla  and  Tonoage — continued.  Page, 
bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading     -        .        .    303 
read  tbe  third  time,  and  paned  ...    gsQ 
TctHTned  from  the  House  of  RepreeentatiTcs 
with  an  amendment,  and  concurred  in    -    600 
Indian  Affain,  appointment  of  tbo  standing  com- 
mittee on 67 

Indian  Trade,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  sub- 
mitted a  resolution,  instructing  the  said 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  eipediencj 
of  amending  tbe  sjBlem  of      -        -        -       80 
report  of  said  committee,  that  a  change  of 

(he  Bjatem  ia  inexpedient  -  -  .  S7S 
considered,  and  eoncurred  in  -  -  >  IK>6 
a  bill  ibr  tbe  better  regulation  of,  read  -  4(7 
read  a  second  time  -  -  -  .  ■  4S9 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  -  460 
read  ^le  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  4S3 
Mr.  Trimble  submitted  a  reeolntion  respect- 
ing         461 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Indian  kStin 467 

Indiana,  Ur.  Noble  preaenled  tbe  tnemsrial  of 
the  I^egialatnre  of,  relating  to  a  certain 
townihip  of  land  in,  referred  -  -  -  SIS 
Indians,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  presented 
the  memorial  of  ibe  yearly  meeting  of 
Friends,  reipecting  the  ciiilixation  of  the, 

referred 3M 

Indulgence  Bill.     (See  FarftiUirt.) 
Ingraham,  Henry,  and  others,  Mr.  Smith  pro- 

sented  the  petition  oC  leEDrrMl         •        -       38 
adTcrsa  report  thereon        ....     m 
considered,  and  conearred  in      •        -        -    SOO 
Inland  Frontier,  Mr.  Trimble  anbmitted  a  reso- 
Intion,  directing  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
CBUca  to  be  prepared  a  plan  for  employing 
tbe  officers  and  soldiers  of  tbe  Army,  io 
making  an  accurate  survey  of  tbe  -        .    6fi0 
refened  to  tbe  Military  Committee     -        .    666 
Internal  Duties  and  Direct  Tax,  anaoal  report 

of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on      -       29 
loTalid  Pensioners,  a  bill  conceroing,  read        -     C97 

read  a  second  time 503 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     648 
indeSnilety  poatponed        -        .        .        .     SfiS 
Invalid  Pensions,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resenlatiTca  to  ie*ite    snd   continue   in 
force,  fi>r  ons  year,  the  act  concerning, 
read  three  times,  and  paased  .        .        -    096 
Itwin,  Alexander,  Mr.  Noble  presented  tha  peti- 
tion of,  lebrred      -        .        .        .        .       76 
Isasc,  Robert    (^Btt  Remimoa  of  Dafia.) 
Isles  of  Shoals,  Mr.  Parrott  prCMnted  tbe  memo- 
rial of  aandry  merchants,  and  otbera,  of 
Portamonth,  New   Hampehire,    praying 
the  erection  of  a  lighthouse  on  the,  re- 
ferred     100 

a  hill  to  authariie  the  sreetlon  of  a  light- 
house, &&,  read 488 

read  a  aecond  time  -  -  -  -  .  490 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  G90 
nsd  Ibe  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -  694 
returned  from  the  House  of  ReprasentatiTea 

wiihan  amendjnent,  and  agreed  to        •    694 
a  bill  anthoriatng  the  reJMir  of  a  sea  wall  at 
tli«,  read        --.-.-    677 

nad  a  aecond  time 084 

ordared  to  b«  laid  on  the  table    .        -        .    687 
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Jackion,  Miior  Gencril  Aoilraw,  Mr.  King,  of 
New  York,  preienud  Ibe  menori^  i^,  in 
relation  to  the  report  of  the  commitlM  on 
tha  lubject  o(  the  Semiaole  campaign, 
made  at  the  last  wHion,  laid-oa  tba  table     4 
ordeied  to  be  piinted        ....     4 

JackMin,  Sally,  Mr.  Pirrott  preaealad  the  petition 

of,  referred    ......    4 

committee  (liaehatged        ....     6 

JackaoD,  Oeorgs,  Mr.  Trimble  prrtented  the  pe- 
tition of e 

committee  diacharged        .        .        -        .     6 
Joluiaon,  Henrj,  of  Louiaiana,  attended     . 

remaika  of,  od  the  bill  making  further  piv- 

viiion  for  the  aala  of  pnblie  laniii    .        .4 

Jobmon,  Richard  M.,  appointeil  a  Senator  bf  the 

I^giaUlure  of  Kentnekj,  in  plica  of  J.  J. 

Crittendea,  reaigned,  prodaced  lui  creden- 

tiala,&c. 

■paecfa  of,  oti  faia  reaolution  concerning  the 

Indian  trade 

OD  Um  Maine  and  Miaaonri  bill  .        •        •    ! 
on  hia  reaohitioDa  concerning  tba  niTigatioa 

of  the  Ohio,  Ac 4 

on  the  bill  racing  fnither  provinaD  for  the 

aela  of  public  land*        ....    4 
oA  hia  Teaotation  for  giTing  kDelegale  to  the 

Diatrict  ofCotombia      .        -        .        -    ( 
remark*  of,  on  receding  ftom  an  amend. 

an  the  bill  for  clothing  the  Armj        •        -    ( 
Jonea,  George  W.,  Mr.  Roberts  prcMnted  the 

memorial  of,  referred      .        .        .        .     : 
Jonea,  Fielding,  a  bill  from  the  Hoaae  of  Repre- 
Brntati<rea  for  relief  o^  read  twice,  and  re- 

ietred I 

reported  without  amendment      -        -        -    I 
oi^ered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        •    I 

read  the  third  time,  and  poated  -        -    I 

Jonea,  Charles,  J.  and  Richard  Buckoer,  •  bill 
from  the  House  sf  Repreaentativea  for  re- 
lief of,  read  twice,  and  referred       -        -    I 
reported  without  amendiDent,  and  ordered 

to  ■  third  reading  .        .        .        .    1 

nad  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -        -    I 

Jourdan,  B.  and  P.,  Mr.  Johnaon  of  Louiaiana 
preaanted  the  petition  o(^  referrad  - 
the  committee  diacharged  -        -        .    I 

ionmala  of  the  Old  Conreatiou,  &«.,  a  HaMaga 
from  the  Preiident  gi>ing  the  Informa- 
tion that  certain  oopiea  of  the,  which  had 
been  ordered  to  be  printed  tv«re  depoaited 
in  the  State  Department  aabject  to  the 
order  of  Congreaa  .... 

a  joint  resDlntion  from  the  House  of  Sapre- 
sentatifea  for  the  farther  distribution  of 
the,  twice  read,  and  re&ned  ... 
reponed  with  an  amendment    .        .        - 
ordered  to  a  ihird  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  as  atnendeil 
anotbsr  resoIutioD  Cram  the  Hotiav  of  ftep- 
resenlativea  for  diatribatinii  of  certain  co- 
pica  of  the,  twice  read,  and  referred 
leported  witbont  amendment  .  •  . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  pawad 


Joumd*  of  the  Senate,  prerions  to  the  year 
I  ISM,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  the  Jn- 

diciary  Committee  ware  instructed  to  ii 


o  the  si 


Le  of  the,  dec. 


fi06 


report  of  said  committee    - 
ordered  to  be  laid  on  tbe  table   -        -        -    M7 
reaolution  adopted  to  print  three  hundred 
co]Hei  of  the  .....    M9 

Journals  and  State  Papers,  Mr.  Roberta  submit- 
ted •  reaolution  of  inquiry  whether  any 
regulation  be  expedient  to  iacreaae  the 
number   of    eopiei    of,   hereafter   to    be 

printed 80 

agreed  to,  and  reforred  to  a  committee        -       81 
report  of  >aid  committee    .        -        -        -     376 
considared  and  coneorred  in      -        -        .     300 
'    Judicial  System,  a  bill  farther  to  extend  the, 

read «0 

read  a  aeoond  time,  and  referred  -  -  436 
lUMTtad  without  amendment  ...  ^H 
a  biU  further  to  emend  (he,  by  forming  an 

additional  circuit,  read  twice,  and  reforred    477 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        -    668 
iDdcGnitely  postponed       ....    618 
Judiciary,  appointment  of  the  stending  cemarit- 

tee  on  the     ......      W 


Kanaler,  W.  C,  Mr.  Walker  of  Georgia  pr*- 

aented  the  petition  of,  referred        -        -     361 
•dierae  report  thereon        ....     478 
(See  RemUtion  o/Datia.} 
'    Eenaedy,  Anthony,  Mr.  Lowiie  preaented  the 

petilioQ  of,  referred  -  .  .  .  619 
the  committee  diacharged  ...    699 

leaTc  to  withdraw  hia  papers      .  .  -     648 

Kentucky  Ohio  Canal  Company,  Mr.  Johnson, 
of  Kentucky,  lubmitted  a  resolution  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  subscribing 
to  the  slock  of  the  -        -        -        -437 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  tbe  Committee 
on  Roadi  and  Cinala     .        .        -        -    44S 
Kermion,  Labedoyera  de,  Mr.  Johnton  of  Louis- 
iana presented  the  petitioQ  of;  reforred    -      66 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         -        ~        .463 
read  •  aeeeod  time    ....         -    465 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    461 

read  a  third  lime,  and  paaaed  .    46S 

,    Key,  Fraocia  8.,  and  otheri,  Mr.  Lloyd  preaented 

the  petition  of;  referred  ...    440 

ng,  William  B.,  appointed  a  SsDOtor  tn  the 
Legialatnra   of  Alabama,    pn>dHced  hia 
credentials,  Ac.     .        .        .        ■        .       33 
let  drawn  to  serre  three  yean   ~        ~        -      X 
rauMrka  of,  on  the  sale  of  paUic  lands     443,481 
on  recoDcideriag  the  Bankrupt  hill     ~         .664 
on  the  general  Appropriation  bill       -        -    670 
on  the  disagreeing  votei  of  the  two  Houees    B86 
King,  Rafus,  sppointed  by  the  LegisUtoie  of 

New  Vorlc,  produced  his  credentiala,  dec.  331 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  change  the  mode  of 

diiposing  of  the  public  lands  ...  446 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  rctpecling  the  sale  or 

forfeiture  of  land  -  -  ■  -  466,477 
in  reply  to  Hr.  Bdwarda  .  ...  486 
on  the  bill  for  adjoatmant  of  land  claims  -  600 
on  the  Bankrupt  bill  -        .        .        -    6M 

on  reeonaideriDg  the  *ote  on  &t  aame        -    664 


,Gooi^lc 
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King,  Rnru,  ramarka  of— coQtinnei].  Page. 

on  ■Honing  •  Dflsgkta  from  tba  Dutrict  of 

Colombit 566 

on  the  GcDctU  AppiopriiUon  bill       -     B70,  57S 

on  Iba  bill  re«paeting  the  Dittriet  b*n1u      -  646 

on  iha  il&Te  trade  TnolDtioni     -  B98 
Konkapot,  Juob,    and   uthen,  a  bill  from  the 
Home  of  RepreKntalive*  for  relief  of, 

read  itirice.  and  Teferied          .        .        -  G03 

reported  willieut  amendment    -         -        .  S99 

ordered  to  a  tbird  reading          ...  U7 

read  the  tbird  time,  and  paued                    •  S49 
Kihtman,   Jooeph,  report  of  tbe    Boeretary  of 

8Ute  on  the  memorial  of        .        -        .  426 

L. 
Logon,   Joieph,  Hr.  Van  Djke  preaented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....     fsg 
Land,  aold  and  oniotd,  report  fiom  tbe  Secrotarj 
of  the  Tretmrj,  with  atatamenta  of  tbe 
qnantitj  of;  in  certain  Statea  -        -        .    633 
Land  Clainu,  a  bill  KOpplementarj  to  the  aaTeral 
act!  tor  liie  adjuitment  o^  in  tbo  8tal«  i^ 
Lontaiana  and  Terriloiyaf  Mi«*»ati,To«d     IS9 
read  a  aocond  time,  and  referred  -    SSS 

reporlad  villi  ameodment*  -  .  .  489 
ameodmenla  cuuidered,  mad  adopted  -  SS6 
otdared  to  a  third  reading  ...    B3B 

lead  tbe  third  time,  and  paMed  ...    640 
Land  Office,   Mr.  Noble  proMDled  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Legialatnre  of  lodiMia  oj     ' 
■nbject  of  an  additional,  a1  ~ 


report  of  inexpediency       -        .        .        . 
coDNdered,  and  concurred  in      -        -        - 
Landa,  parcheied  of  Indiana,  Mr.  Trimble  aol>- 
nitled  two  rtoolntioiu  of  inqoirj  in  re- 
lation to  tbe  expanditnree  for 
aifrced  to,  and  refetred  to  tbe  TtvaaOi}  De- 
pBTtmant       ...... 

LaogniUe,  Frandi  B^  Hr.  Johnaon  of  Lonia. 
iana  pmanted  the  petition  o^  referrod 
■  bill  for  tbe  relief  of,  read 
read  •  eecond  time    .        .        .        - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
TCad  tbe  third  time,  and  paued 
LannBan,  Jamee,  of  Conneetieol,  attetided 
Tcmalita  of,  on  the  BankmpI  bill 
on  the  Hilitar;  appropriation*  - 
D  reooDiideiing  tbe  rote  on  the  Benktnpt 


Ull 


Laiklaa,  Jomea,  Mr.  Dana  preeedted  the 

litHi  at,  referred      .... 

adTciae  report  thereon       .        .        - 

cooaidered,  and  oonearred  in      • 

Iftub,  Conrad,  a  bill  from  the  HouM  of  Kepra- 

eentatiTea  lor  relief  of  tbe  te^  repreaent. 

ativei  of,  r«ad  twice,  and  referred  • 

npoTted  without  amendoienl,  read  a  third 

time,  and  paaied    -        .        -        .        . 

Law,  Thomaa,  and  olhera,  Mr.  Hooter  pieeented 

the  memorial  of,  referred        ... 

Law,  John,  and  Jonathan  Elliot,  a  bill  from  lh« 

Bunu  of  RepraMntativei  for  relief  ol; 

read  twice,  and  referred  .        .        . 

reported  without  amendment     .        •        . 

Mdered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        . 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed 


Lane  of  the  United  Stale*,  a  bill  from  tbe  Hotne 
of  Hepreeentative*  to  amend  tht  act  pro- 
viding br  the  pnblieation  of  the,  in  newi- 
P'PO"  - 

read  toe  niat  time     -        .        .        . 

read  a  aeeond  lime,  and  referred 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

amended,  and  again  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
read  the  third  time,  and  paieed  aa  amended 
Leake,  Walter,  of  Miaaiaaippi,  attended    - 

epeech  o£  on  Mr.  Roberta'a  motion 
clode  alaver/  from  Miaaonri  - 

remark*  of,  on  the  Militat;  appropriation* 

on  bia   motion  to   reconaider  the  Ocoan- 

ateemer  bill  -        -        .        .        . 

LefoTre,  Jooeph,  Mr.  Jobnaon  of  Louiaiana  pm- 

eented  tbe  petition  ol,  referred 

•dvetae  report  thereon 

itpmt  rcTeraed,  and  bill  ordered 

a  bill  ibr  tbe  relief  of,  read 

read  a  aeeond  lime    .... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  lime,  and  peiaed 
Leiper,  Thomaa  and  olhera,  Mr.  Dicketaon  pre- 
aentcd  the  memorial  of,  referred 

Mr.  Robert*  preaented  another  of  the 
referred  to  aame    .... 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read 

read  a  aeeond  time    .... 

ordered  to  a  third  resdiDg 

read  the  third  time,  and  paiaed 

Library,  Mr.   Dickerson  lubmilted  »  leodnlion 

for  the  appointment  of  a  joidt  commiltee 

on  tbe,  read  twioe  .... 

read  the  third  time,  and  paeeed 

appointment  of  the  eommitlae  on  the  part 

of  the  Senate 

Limitation  of  period*  of  nrrice,  Hr>  Dideraon 
anbmitled  a  reaolntion  concerning  the,  in 
eaaa  of  officer*  connected  with  tbe  colleo- 
tion  and  receipt  of  nnblic  moneja  - 
agreed  to,  and  reCKred  to  Otn  Finance  Gom- 


In  offieera  to  fcvr  jaan, 


abiUfaithe,ofoertai 

read  •  eecond  time    -        -        .        -        .    | 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -    I 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -        -     I 

Literary  iDatitnliona,  Mr.  Lloyd  aabmitted  a  r«e- 
olntion  of  tnqnlry  into  tbe  expediency 
of  apptopriatiDg  land*  Ibr  the  eneonrage- 
aent  of,  whhin  the  old  Statea,  correa- 
pooding  with  tboee  made  for  the  new     -    '. 

•greed  to,  and  relmed  to  the  Oommlttoe 

on  Public  Land* • 

Lloyd,  Edword,  appointed  br  the  Legialature  of 
Malyland,  produced  iiia  credential*,  and 
wa*  qnaliSed  .        .        .        -        . 

apeech  of,  on   ' 

remarka  of,  oi 
Toptbill 

on  the  bill  Ibr  clothing  the  Army  in  domee- 
tic  fabric*       ...... 

Iiogan,  William,  of  Eentaokj,  attended  • 

lemarkaoC  on  hi*  MwriiUion  It 
Bank  of  tbe  United  Sum' 


^yCoOi-^lc 
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■peech  of,  on  hii  Bank  motutioa  '  -  S6 
DD  the  Mains  aad  Miuouii  bill  -  -  -  IK 
thi  cieilentiili  of,  commuDioud,  and  raad  366 
ramaiki  of,  an  Military  Apprapiiation  bill  M8 
on  tbe  dUagreeing  volea  of  the  two  Uoniaa  &B8 
Loid,  Archibald  B.,  Mr.  Qaillaid  prewQlMl  Ihe 

petition  of,  nfrrred        -        -        -        ■      40 
adrcrae  report  thereon       ....    640 
caundeied,  and  concurred  in     .        -        •    6S1 
Loat  Militarj  Land  Wairanta,  i,  bill  G^m  the 
House  of  Repiesenlati*ea  aupplemeDlar; 
to  the  act  providing  for  caiei  of,  twice 
read,  aod  referred  -         -         .         .         -     61S 
reported  without  amendment     .        -        -     fltS 
indefinitely  poitpoaed        .         -         -         -     SM 
Loud,  EtipbalEt,  and  ulbera,  Mi.  Otia  preunted 
the  petition  of,  referred  to  the  Secretary 

of  State 602 

report  of  that  officer  thereon      ...    616 
Loniaiana,  ■  letter  Front  the  ComniiMioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office,  with  a  copy  of 
a  ipecial  report  of  Ihe  Regiitec  and  Re- 
ceiver of  the  eutern  diatrict  of  the  Stale 
of,  read  ...        ...      76 

Mr.  Johneon  lubmitted  a  resolution  of  ta- 
qniry  into  the  expediency  of  providing  for 
the  appointment  of*  8a  r«ey  or  General  for      76 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 

Public  Lands Bl 

Hr.  J.  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of,  praying  »  grant  of  ceitain 

landa,  referred 68S 

Mr.  J.  also  preaented  another  memorial  of 
the  same,  relating  to  land  litlea  in  the 

Slate  of G3& 

a  bill  to  appropriate  apartments  in  the  new 
cnatom-bouse  at  New  Orteana  for  the  use 
of  the  Diatrict  Coart  o(  read 


reported  without  amendment     ' 

ordered  to  a. third  reading 

read  the  tliiid  time,  and  paased 

a  bill  to  regulate  the  fees  of  the  Clerk  and 

Marahal  of  the  Diatrict  Court  of,  read 
lead  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed 
Loaisiille,  Kentucky,  on  motion  of  Hr.  Johnaon, 
-   the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manu- 

factarea  were  instructed  to  inqntre  into 

the  expediency  of  ealablishing  a  port  of 

entry  at 

Love,  George,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred    ..---. 
adierse  report  thereon       .... 
considered,  and  concurred  in     .        - 
Low,  Andrew,  and  Co.,  Mr.  EUiolt  presented 

the  petition  of,  reierred  .... 
adTerse  report  theceoD       .... 
Lowrie,  Walter,  of  PennsyWania,  attended 

•peech  of,  on  the  restriction  of  sIsTery  in 

Miaaouri        ...... 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  teapectiog  the  sale 

of  public  lands        ..... 
an  the  bills  respecting  foifeitare 


Lucas,  Fielding,  Jr.     (See  Bkrtn,  John,  fe.) 
Lyon,  Matthew,  Ihe  Preaidentcommunicaiedtlie 

memorial  of  -        -        -        -        -        -       : 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Logan  it  was  referred  to 

the  Committee  of  Claims        .        .        -      : 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         -        ■         -    b 
read  a  second  time    -        -        -        -        -    6 

Mr.  Barbour  submitted  sundry  resolations 
touching  the  caseof       ...         .5 

(See  Sedition  Law.) 
M. 
Msearty,  E.,  the  hein  of.  (See  DeitnAan,  Neel) 
Mace,  Abraham,  the  committee  to  whom  ih«  pe- 
tition of;  was  referred,  were  dtecharged 
from  the  coniidention  thereof        •        •     t 
Macomb,  Sarah,  Mr.  Buggies  preMnted  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred   ...  " 
the  committee  discharged  - 
Macon,  Nathaniel,  of  North  Carolina,   attended 
speech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Miaaonri  bill   - 
on  Mr.  Roberts's  motion    -        .        -        . 
remsrks  of,  on  the  hill  respecting  public  land 

on  the  Bankrupt  bill 

on  the  military  appropriations    - 

on  the  General  Appropriation  bill 

on  the  bill  respecting  the  District  banks 
Maine,  Mr.  Mellen  preaented  the  petition  of  the 
people  of  the  Diatrict  of,  praying  admit- 
sion  into  the  Union,  rsGirred  •        .        - 

•  bill  establiahing  a  circuit  court  for  llie  Dis- 
trict of,  read 

read  •  aecond  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     - 

rstnrned  from  the  House  of  BepraaaatatiTes 
with  amendments,  and  eoncncrad  in        -    . 

a  biU  declaring  the  admission  of  the  Stale 
of,  into  the  Union,  read 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  an  amendment    - 

a  hill  from  the  House  of  RepiesentatiTee,  of 
the  same  tenor 

twice  read,  and  refianed  to  the  Jodidarj 
Committee 

reported  with  an  amendment,  inelading 
Miaaouri        ..... 

the  eaid  amendment  debated,  and  cai 
Maine  and  Miaaouri,  Mr.  Thomas  offered  an 
amendment  to  the  Missouri  branch  of  Ibe 
bill,  prohibiting  slavery  north  of  latUada 
3S°  30"  excepting  within  the  liiaita  of 
said  proposed  tjtste        .        .        .        -     : 

Mr.  T.  withdrew  said  amendment  and  mo*ed 
a  new  section,  to  the  bill        .        -        -    ' 

which  new  section  wss  adopted  -        -    1 

the  bill  thna  amended,  and  farther  amended 
in  its  title,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 

Ihe  House  of  Repreaentativea  refused  to  re- 
ceive (he  amendment  of  Ihe  Senate        -     ' 

the  Senate  refused  to  recede  from  Ihe  Mia> 
sDuri  smendment  -        .        -        .        .    ' 

the  House  of  BepreeenutiTea  insist,  and  a 
oonferencs  is  agreed  upon      .        .        >    • 

report  of  disagreement  in  the  conliirenM, 
and  a  further  conference  agreed  apon      -    i 


,G(.n)i^lc 


SemUt  PnMtdmg*  and  DAaUa. 


Maine  and  HiMouri — continued.  P>S«. 

the  weond  report  of  tbe  conference  agreed 

to,  aod  tbe  BacreUry  ordered  to  noti^  the 

iame  to  tbe  Honae  of  Rfpreuntatira*    - 
Mnliory,  Charlea  K.,  and  othera,  Mr  BarboDT 

pnaented  tbe  petition  of,  referred   - 
Manufacture*,  u  much  of  ilie  MoHageaa  relatoe 

to,   referred  to  the  CDmmiUea  of  Com- 


Mkrcb,  WillistD,  Mr.  Mellen  preMated  tlie  pe- 
tition of,  TEfeircd    -        -        -        . 
report  of  the  Secretar;  of  War  thereon 
Msjfield,   George,    Mr.  Suifbrd   preiented  the 
petition  of,  referred 
adverao  report  thereon 
conaidereil,  and  concurred  in 
MediMl  Depaitment  of  the  Armj,  «  bill  further 
to  r^nlate  the,  read 
read  a  teconJ  time    - 
ordered  to  ■  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  puaed  - 
Meateei,  Buuuel,  and  W.,  Hr.  Llojd  presented 

the  memorial  of,  referred 
Melchior,  laaac,  ».  bill  from  the  Houee  of  Repre- 
•enUtiTea  for  relief  of,  twice  read,  and 

reported  without  imeodaieDt     • 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ■        .        ■ 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaeed 
Mellen,  Prenliai,  of  MuwchuHtti,  attended 
Bpeech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Miiaoari  bill 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Roberti,  reatiicling 

alaTenr  ...-•..     170 
on  the  Bankrupt  l»U  •        •        •     911,  Sit) 

Merchant*'  Bank  of  Newport,  Rhode  laland,  Mr. 

Hunter   preuntetl  the  petition   of   the, 

prajing  repayment  of  certain  (tamp  du- 

tiea,  referred  .        .        ■ 

a  bill  for  relief  of  ^e,  read 
read  a  aecond  time     •        ■        • 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  tbe  third  time,  and  piued 
Merrill,  Jamea,  a  bill  from  the  Home  of  Bepre- 

aentitites  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 


MS 


reported  witbont  amendment     - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaeed 
Heaaage,  the  Freaident'a  Annual 

reierence  of  the,  to  lartooa  eommiltaea        30,  39 
Michigan  Territory,  a  bill  from  the  HDUse  of 
Repreeentativei,  aathoTiiing  the  Sccre- 
tary  of  State  to  caiue  to  be  printed  the 

law.  of  the,  retd 836 

read  the  aecond  time,  and  referred     -        -    031 
reported  without  amendment     •        ■        -     068 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  ...    633 
Military  Affaire,  appointment  of  tbe  atanding 


MiUtary  Serrioe,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
reientatiTee  making  partial  appropriation 
for  the,  for  the  cnrrent  year,  read  • 
read  a  Mcond  time,  and  referred 
reported  niihont  ameadmenl     - 
oraered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .        . 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -        -        - 
•  bill  from  the  House  of  RepreeentaliTee,  of 

the  aame  title,  read        -        -        .        .    ' 
read  die  aecond  time,  and  referred      -        -    1 
IStfa  Con.  lit  Ssaa.— 84 


Military  Service — continued.  Paja. 

a  bill  from   the  Hooie  of  Repreaaatativet 

making  ippropnatiane  for  the,  for  the  year 

1830,  read  twice,  and  referred        -        •    634 

reported  with  amenilmenta,  and  debated    -     046 

Mr.  Sanford  preeented  sundry  documenta 

received  from  the  Secretary  of  War  in  r»- 


048 
ling 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  u  amended     508 
the  Bouse  of  Representativea  disigree  to  the 

aaiendaienta  -        •        -     '   '        -     S77 

the  Senate  ask  a  conference       ■        .        -    069 
to    which    the    Houae    of   Repieeentativea 

agree 690 

tlie  managers  report  ■  noo-agreemant        -    694 
on  conaideration,  the  Senate  agreed  to  re- 


n  motion  of  Mi.  Lowrie,  •  comaittee  waa 
appointed  to  request  of  tbe  President  to 

cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate,  at  tbe 
in  information  relating 


099 


to  the    - 
Hititia,  appeintment  of  the  atanding  a 

a  Meaaage  from  the  President,  ti 

annual  abstract  of  the    .        •        -        -    ooa 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representativea  to 
eatablish  a  nnifi>rm  mode  of  discipliiuBg 
tbe,  twice  read,  and  referred  -        -        •    030 
reported  withaot  amendment    .        ■        -    043 
ordered  lo  a  third  reading  ...    684 

read  tbe  third  lime,  and  passed  -        -    687 

Miller,  Christopher,    Mr.  Johnson  presented  a 
tnemoriai  of  the  Legislnlure  of  Kentucky 
in  behalf  of,  referred       .        -        -        ■       74 
committee  discharged  -         ■         ■  -     109 

a  bill  from  tbe  Houae  of  Representatives  for 
relief  of,  twice  read,  and  referred    -        -    093 


reported  without  ameadmsnt 
laid  on  the  table 


641 


taken  up,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
rend  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -    04a 
UJIer,  George.     (See  Content,  DanieU) 
Milne,  AleiBoder,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred        •        -      00 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read        -        •    497 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        ■        ■        •    698 
read  lbs  third  lime,  and  passed  -        -        •    603 
Mint,  a  tetter  from  theSecretsry  of  the  Treeanry 

with  a  report  of  the        -        -        -        -      41 
a  Meaaage  from  the  President,  Irananitliiig 
the  annus[rei>ort  of  the  Director  of  the   •    491 
Miasiedppi,  Mr.  Williams  offered  a  resolution  to 
in<iuire  into  tbe  expediency  of  altering 
the  time  for  holding  the  district  coart  in    499 
agreed  to,   and  referred   to   tbe   Judiciary 

Committee 001 

Miesianppi  Slock,  Mr.  Otis  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion in  relation  to  the     -        -        -        •    818 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  (be  Finance  Com- 


HiesDuri  Tenitory,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  me- 
morial of  tbe  Legislature  of,  praying  to 
be  admitted  into  the  Union,  referred  to 
the  Jndiciery  Committee 
a  copy  of  the  memorial  .  .  -  . 
a  motion  (o  amend  the  .Maine  bill  liy  adding 
Hifaouri  thereto     -        -        -        .        - 


3M 
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SmaU  pToeueUitgs  gad  DOaUi. 


(8c«  Maine  and  JKurart.) 
Hr.  Robarti  moitd  to  iium  ■  cIidm  re- 

Mricting  (liTcnr 

tba  quMlion  on  the  motion  taken,  and  neg- 

Ht.  Banill  mOTtd  to  smcnd  tha  bill  b;  in- 
aertlDK  the  aniclei  of  tha  onjiaince  of 
1787 

the  motion  witbilrawn  for  a  inbatitala  offineil 
by  Mt.  Thomiii 

tba  aabatilota  withdrawn   -        -        ■        - 

a  meaaage  from  the  Hoaae  of  Bepieaenta- 
tiTea,  with  the  bill  to  enabte  tha  paople 
of,  to  Utira  ■  Stale  conaiilutios.  dec,  ra*d 

read  tha  third  time,  and  pa«aed  with  amend- 

Honey*  tnnafemd,  report  from  the  Seciatary  of 


War 


of 


46 


W. 


Natche*.  Mr.  WUIiama,  of  HiaaiaMppi,  anfauit- 
ted  a  reaolution  reepectiog  a  road  from,  to 
Bt.  8le[AeDa,  in  Alabama 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Commitleaof 

Poat  Officei,  ic 

National  lodnatry,  Mr.  DiiAenon  prcMnled  m 

memorial  of  a  convention  of  the  frianda 

of,  in  New  Jeney.  referred     -    *    -        -    l 

National  Road,  Mr.  Edwanla  commahicatcd  a 

reaolution  of  the  LegialatDre  of  Illinoii,  in 

relation  to  tha,  referred  -        -        •    .     ■    . 

Mr.  Trimble  preHnted  a  nmilar  reeolatioD 

from  that  of  Ohio  .        .        -        .        - 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roada  and  Ca- 


Hontpalier.     (See  Danriiie.) 
Horril,  David  L.,  of  New  Uampahira,  attended        9 
■peecb  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Miaaoori  bill  -       99 
on  Hr.  Roberta'a  moliDn  reepecting  alavei^     186 
in   repl;    to   Meiara.   Logan,  Macon,  and 

otbara S»* 

on  tha  military  appropriationa    -        -        •    B48 
on  hia  daalliDgreaolDtion  -        .        -        -    GUI 
Mortimer,  Benjamin,  Mr.  Lanm an  preiented  (he 

petition  of,  referred        ...        -     IS7 
ad'erae  report  thereon       ....    360 
cooaidered.  and  eoncorred  in      -        •        •    SOS 
Hnllin,  John  W.,  Hr.  Lowrie  preaenled  the  pe- 
tition uf,  [eferred 6SS 

Hnakat).     (See  Henley,  David.) 

McCormick,   Alexander,  Mr.  Roberte  preaenled 

the  petition  of,  referred  -        -        -        -    430 

advene  report  thereon        ...        .466 

eooridered,  and  concarred  tn      -        -        •    459 
McDanald,  William,  a  bill  rrom  the  Honae  of 

Repraaantativee,  lor  relief  of,  read  ■        •      43 
read  a  (econJ  time,  and  referred        .        -       46 
reported  without  amendment    ...     167 
•nended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -     373 
read  tba  third  time,  and  paived  ai  amended    388 
McOtaw,  lobn,  Richard  Cravat,  Hardy  Perrr,  and 
Belay  Cheney,  a  bill  from  the  Houao  of 
Repreaentativee  for  relief  ot^  read  twice, 
and  referred  ......    600 

reported  withool  amendment    ...    604 
ordered  to  a  third  reeding  ...    649 

read  the  third  lime,  and  paaaed  -        •    661 

HcHenry,  Jime^     (See  Rtmiuum  of  Dutiet.) 
KcNair,  Matthew,  Mr.  Sanford  preaenled  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....    6S4 

*  biU  fur  relief  of,  read      .        .        -        .    640 
read  the  lecond  time  ....    661 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    6SS 

read  the  third  time,  and  paeaad         -        •    836 
McNeil,  Joaepb,  Mr.  Johnaon  of  I 

aenled  the  petition  of,  referred 
adverse  report  thereon 
leport  reveraed,  and  a  bill  ordered 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  aec»nd  lime    ... 
ordarad  to  a  third  reading  - 
tead  the  (bird  Ihne,  and  paasad 


Mr.  Noble  preaenled  a  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gialature  of  Indiana  praying  a  continna. 
tion  of  the,  referred  to  tame    -        -        -    • 
a  Meaetge  from  the  Preaident,  tranamitting 
tha  report  of  the  Secrelery  of  the  Treaa- 
nry  of  the  aonnal  eipenditareson  the    •    I 
Naval  Affain,  appointment  of  tha  atanding  corn- 
Naval  Service,  a  report  &om  tha  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  in  relalion  to  the  mlea,  &c.,  for  the, 
referred  to  the  above  commillee 
Mr.PleaaanUanbmilted  a  rewilutioa  loitivet- 
ing  the  SecreUry  of  the  Navy,  with  the 
aaiiatioce  of  the  Navy  Commiaiioneia,  10 
reviaa  the  rulei,  Ac^  for  tha,  and  report 

conaidered,  end  agreed  to  -        -        .    ■    . 
Navigation,  Mr.  King  of  New  York  enbinUted  a 


a  bill  aupplementary  to  the  act  Ci 


tread 


Navy,  a 


copy  of  the  bill  in  full        -        -        -        -  678 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          .        -        .  696 

read  the  third  lime,  and  paued  •        -        •  697 
bill  from  tha  Houae  of  Repreaaotative* 
1  addition  to  the  act  making  appropti*- 

tione  for  the  year  1819,  read  .        •        •  46 

read  ■  eecond  lima,  and  referred        .        ■  47 

reported  withont  amendment    ...  76 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        ■        •  79 

read  the  third  lime,  and  paaaed           .         •  81 
report  of  the  Secretary  on  the  contingeDl 

eipenaeaoftha 3C7 

a  biU  front  the  Boom  of  Repreaantativoa 
making  approprialioni  for  the  anpport  of 

the,  for  the  year  1B30,  read  -        .        .  4M 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  raferraJ                 -  488 

reported  nilhnut  amendment     .        .        -  496 

read  the  third  time,  and  peaied          -        -  49S 
Navy  Pennon  Fund,  report  of  tha  Commiaaion- 

er*  of  Ibe,  read 75 

Neatrality,  ao  mnch  of  the  Mf  laage  aa  reletea  to 
violationi  of  our,  waa  referred  to  the  Jn- 
diciar;  Commitiea          .        -                 .SB 
the  committee  diacherged  ....  660 
Nevill,  Joehua,  Mr.  Smith  preacntad  tha  peti- 
tion of,  referred      .....  43 
adverae  report  thercoG        ....  56 
conaidered  and  concurred  in      -                  .73 


,Gooi^lc 


Smalt  Prcotadmga  and  Dtbata. 


N««i  Orleani,  on  motioD  ofMr.  Johnion.iif  Lon- 
itiaa*,  tbe  cepart  of  tba  communoDer  to 
■HTM  tha    dimagM   occaiioonl   b;   Iha 
troopa  in  the  neisbboThaoU  of,    wu  or* 
dered  to  b«  printnl         -        •        .        ■    . 
N«w  York  Hojpiuit,  Mr.  Binfurd  prMented  tbe 
memDrial  of  the  EOternon  of  Ibc,  lelating 
to  tbrir  rtlisf  of  Himen,  &,c.,  referrad     - 
Nawaon,  Joabna,  Peter  Cook  and  Jama*  Robb, 
■  bill  from  tbe  Houao  of  RepreaentniiTea 
for  relief  of,  (nice  read  -        -        .        .     i 
read  tbe  Ibiid  tisie,  and  paiued  .        .    i 

Nawaon,  Rnbert,  Mr.  Farroll  preienled  the  pa- 

tiban  of,  referred • 

■dierae  report  tbareon       -        -        ■        ■    ' 
eooaiderad,  aod  concurred  in      -        -        .    ■ 
Newipapera,  tbe  aaaal  rviolation  peaaed  to  for- 
nifh,  to  mamban  -        -        .        .        . 
NawlOD,  Tbomaa,  and  otbeia,  Hr.  Roberu  pre- 

aeotad  the  prtition  o(  referred 
Hichotl%  John.  Mr,  Salon  preeenled  tbe  petition 
of,  rafened    ...... 

adTema  report  thereon       -        .        .        .    1 
ra»d  and  ooncarred  in        •        .        -        ■    ) 
TotareeoniideTed,  and  petition  recom mi tted     i 
m  bill  for  the  relief  of,  and  othera,  read        .    i 
read  a  lecond  lima    -        -        -        .        .    i 
bUnk  in  tbe  bill  filled        ....    4 

ordered  to  a  third  teadiOK  -        .        -     i 

read  the  tbiid  lima,  and  paaiad  •        .        .4 
Nippea,  Anna  Maria,  and  olbera,  Mr.  Roberta 

picMnteJ  tbe  pelitian  of        >        .        .4 
(See  GoeU  4  Watphal.) 
Nobla,  JamM,  of  Indiana,  atlaadod 

speech  of,  on  bia  loaolution  lelatioi  to  tbe 

Weatern  Road  fund        .  .        .    4 

Tamarka  of,  on  tbe  bill  to  tiupend  tbe  aala 
or  forfeiture  of  land        ....     4 

on  bill  providing  (iir  Iheaale  of  public  lande    4 
Nartlt  Carolina,  Mr.  Stokei  connaanicated  cer- 
tain BcU  of  the  Btate  o^  to  itbicb  ihs  aa- 
aent  of  Cong»H  imi  uked,  refHrred       .    4 
a  bill  deelaring  Ihe  auent  of  Congreaa  to 

cerUinacUofthe  Slaleof,  read     .        -    C 
read  a  aecond  lime    .....     f 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        ■    ( 

read  tbe  thiid  time,  and  paaaed  -        .    ( 

a  bill  lu  proride  for  the  expanae  of  aurre;- 

ing  part  of  thecoaat  of,  read  •        .        -I 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  .-....( 

0. 
O'BeDtion,  Jamea,  Mr.  Gaillard  preaented  tbe 
petition  of,  referred 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  aecond  time 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  tbe  tUrd  time,  and  paaeed  - 
O'Brien,  Richard,  Mr.  Robert*  preaented  tha  pe- 
tition of,  referred  .... 

•  bill  anthoriiing  a  aetttemeDt  of  tha 


read  a  aecond  time    .... 
Oldered  to  a  third  reading  - 
M«d  Ibe  third  time,  and  pasted  - 
telurned  from  tbe  Hoaeaof  Repree«ntaU*ea 


Oceupanta  of  Lande,  Mr.  Walker,  of  Alatuma, 
aabmitled  a  reiolDtioD  ralttiTe  to  the  pro- 
tection oliAn. SU 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Public  Lande S76 

Ocean  Blesmabip  Uompanj,  Mr.  Sanford  pre- 

MUted  the  memorial  of  the,  reTerred  -     498 

•  bill  graniing  certain  privilegra  lo  tbe,  read  634 
read  a  aeeotid  lime  -  -  -  .  .  b37 
a  third  reading  negatived  ■  -  -  -  d)3 
tbe  vote  reeoniidered  ....  tjfj 
the  bill  amended,  end  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 836 

read  the  third  time,  and  paiaed  .        -        -    (OS 
O'Connor,  John,  Mr.  Johneon  of  Loniaitna  pre- 
aented tbe  petition  of,  reforred        -        -    SfiS 

■  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reed  .        -    S8V 

read  a  eecand  time 971 

ordered  to  ■  third  reading  -  -    431 

read  tbe  third  time,  and  paaead  -        .        .    4S8 

Officeraof  the  tlenKte,  eight  rooms  in  the  north 

wing  of  tba  Cipilol  were  ordered  to  be 

labelled  and  furnithed  for  the  nee  of  eom- 

mitteea  and    -        .....      33 

Ogden,  Tbomaa  Ludlow,  Mr.  Banford  presented 

the  petition  of,  reforred  ....    430 
abillfortbereliefof.read  -        -        -    4BS 

read  a  aecond  time  -  -  -  .  .  490 
ordered  lo  a  third  reeding  ...    etO 

read  a  tbird  lime,  and  pasted      ...    6S3 
Ogden,  Abraham  and  otbera,  Mr.  King  of  AUbt- 

mapreaeoled  Ihe  petition  of,  reCerred       -    439 
Ohio,  Mr.  Rngglet  submitted  areaolntion  toaller 
tbe  plica  of  holding  tbe  United  Statea 
conrli  in        -        ....        -    978 
agreed  lo,  and  referred  to  the  J  ndidarjr  Com- 
mittee   388 

a  bill  from  Ihe  House  of  Repreeentatives  al- 
tering tbe  place  of  holding  sftid  conrta, 
from  Chillicothe  to  Cotumbua,  read         •    439 
read  •  eecond  time    .        -        -        .        .    443 
ordered  to  a  tbtrd  jading  ...    400 

read  Ibe  third  time,  and  pieied  .        .     4S3 

Mr.  Trimble  preeented  certain  retolntiona 
of  the  Lagialitbre  of,  respecting  tha  appli. 
cation  of  an  appropriation  heretofore 
made,  for  a  certain  road,  reforred  lo  the 
Commillee  of  Roida  and  Canala  •  .  477 
a  meaaage  from  the  Preeident.  wirh  a  report 
from  tbe  Hecretarj  of  Ibe  Treasury  show- 
ing tha  eiecmionof  thatctreepecling  Iba 
north  end  west  boundariat  -  .  .  480 
Mr.  Tiimbla  submitted  •  reeolation  inqnir. 
ing  of  tha  Secrelarj  of  ihe  Treatoij  the 
quantity  of  land  >old  in,  dec  .        .        -    494 

■  latter  from  tha  BeCFelarj  of  the  Treatat; 

in  reply 6t3 

Ohio  River,  Hr.  JohatoD,  of  KeDtiicky,eahaiiUed 

a  reaolalioo  to  inquire  into  tba  eipadlan- 

cj  of  appropristing  forlj  thoueand  dullara 

to  improve  tbe  navigation  of  Ihe      .        -    437 

agreed   to,   sod  referred  lo  tbe  Committee 

on  Rosds  and  Uansle    .        .        -        -    443 
tbe  Preeident  commnnicated  an  act  nf  the 
Lagiilatura  of  Ohio,  respecting  a  naviga- 
ble commnDicatiaD  between   Lake  Brie        * 
and  the,  ralemd 487 
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e  Proeudiiifft  and  Dibata. 


P«go. 
OiliMiw^   Mr.  Palmer  lubmittsi]  m  Teiolutinn 
coDceming'ttae  imporUlion  of  the  mits- 
rial  from  which,  ara  manalaetured,  frca 

ofdut; 3S 

•greed  to,  and  refened  to  Ihs  proper  eom- 

mittM 3S 

Oifhuia'  Courta  of  ihe  Diatrict  of  ColaoibiH,  the 
memoiiBl  of  Ihe  juilgeaofibe,  waa  ithmi 
to  the  Juijiciar;  Committee    -        >        ■    43G 
a  bill  to  increiM  the  Bllawuice  of  the  judges 

of  the,  lead 4B9 

read  a  aecond  time    -        -        -        ■ 

blanki  filled,  and  ordered  to  a  third  readtJig    BB7 

tead  Ihe  thiid  time,  and  paaaed  -        •    601 

Otic,  H.  Gra^,  of  Maauehuielti,  alteoded 

qNHKh  of,  on  the  Maine  and  MiMouri  bill  IDS 
in  n^j  to  Mr.  Lagan  ... 
b  reply  lo  Mr.  Piuknej  •  -  -  .  X3T 
remark*  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  aales  of 

land* 463,  4S1 

on  ibe  Bankrapt  Bill         ....    fias 
on  faia  motion  to  reconaider  the  lame  .     S68 

on  the  bill  concernitig  Ihe  Diatriet  banka    M4 
apeecb  of,  on  the  Tariff    -  -        -666 

P. 
Palmer,  William  A.,  of  Vermont,  iileuiled  0 

Fuieoal,  William,  a  bill  fiom  the  Houae  of  Repie- 
sentatitec  for  relief  of,  read  twice  and 

referred BB 

the  committee  recommend  iti  rejection       -     808 

inde&nitely  poalponed        ....     679 

Pa{>er,  Mr.   Lowrie    preaented    the    petition    of 

aand;  printer*  and  bookaellers,  praying 

that  an  additional  duty  ma;  be  impoaed 

oo,  referred 599 

Papennaker*,  Mr.  Robert*  preaented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Society  of,  praying  additional 
protection,  dec,  referred         ...     ifie 
Pariah,  Jaaper,  M  r.  Sanford  presenled  the  petition 

of,  referred    .....        .36 

kdTerae  report  thereon       - .       -        •        .40 

conaidered,  and  concurred  in     •        •        •      41 

Pinott,  J<ihD  F.,  of  New  Haioi»bire,  attended        9 

remarka  of,  on  the  OencraJ  Appropriatioii 

bill        .....        .     671,  673 

on  the  NfrigatJoQ  bill       -'      - 
Pascagoola,  Mr.  Williama,  of  Miiatnippi,  pre- 
aanted  the  petition  of  aundry  inbabilanta 
of,  praying  that  a  port  of  entry  may  be 
eaUbliahed  at  the  month  of  Ihe  river,  re- 
Mr.  W.  aUo  communicated  a  reaolution  of 
the  Legialature  of  Maiwachaietta  to  the 
aame  effect,  rerorred  to  tlie  ume     .  .     4S6 

PaUataon,  John,   Mr.  Van  Dyke  preiented  the 
petition  of,  referred  .... 

Patteraon,  Wiliiim.  and  Soni,  and  others.  Mr. 

Pinkney  preaented  the  petition  of,  referred     630 
Paymaatera  of  the  Army,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 

read  a  aacond  time     ■  .  ■         -  . 

referred  to  the  Military  Committee    - 

reported  without  amendment    ... 

laui  on  the  ulile 

Pearl  RiTOr,  Mr.  Williama  preeenled  Ihe  memo- 
rialofthe  Le^ieUtute  af  Miaaiaaippi,  pray- 
ing the  eatabliahmeni  of  a  port  of  entry 
•t,  or  near,  the  mouth  of,  referred  . 


Pearl  Ritar — eentinaed.  Page. 

Mr.  W.  preeenled  a  aimilar  memorial         -    43S 
>  bill  to  eatibliah  the  district  of.  read  •        -    4M 

read  a  aecond  time 687 

read  Ihe  third  time,  and  paaaed  •        •    SSI 

Pellet,  J.,  Mr.  Johoaou  of  Louiaiana  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred            -        -        •      63 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         ...    4(0 
read  a  second  ^me    -        -         .        -        .    470 
ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...     473 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaud  •        -     47S 
Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Lowrie  preaented  the  peliUwi 
of  the  district  and  circuit  judges,  Ac.  i^ 
praying  a  change  in  the  lime  of  holding 
the  eouTta  in  the  weatern  diirthct  of,  re- 
ferred       -       M 

a  bill  to  that  efloct,  read     -        -        •        •      8S 

read  a  second  lime 101 

ordered  to  a  third  reading        ...     S67 
rakd  the  third  time,  and  paeied        -        -     370 
returned  from  the  House  of  Reprsaantatieea^ 

with  an  amendment,  and  agraed  to        -    6SS 
Mr.  Lowrie  preaented  certain  reaolalioiie  ot 
Ihe  Legislature  of,  relating  to  a  propoeed 
amendment  of  the  CoDatitntion,  aa  it  ro- 
epecti  Ihe  power  of  Congieae  to  catablkb 
banks,  read    ...        ...       70 

PsDsiona,  Mr.  Morril  aubmitlad  a  motion  that 

the  Committee  of,  be  iniiructed  to  inqoire 

into  Ihe  eipediency  of  reliving  the  act  of 

180S,  providing  for  persons  disabled  by 

known  wound*  received,  Ac. 

agreed  to,  end  referred  accordingly    - 

the  commillee  report  that  it  ie  ineipedie 

conaidered,  and  concurred  in     • 

appointment  of  the  standing  committee  o 

Peoria,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the  inhabitant*  of,  read    GIO 

read  a  lecond  time    -        -        -        . 


laid  on  the  ti 


Bsding 


taken  np,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
read  the  third  time,  and  pa*fed 
Pepper,  Michael,  Mr.  LanmaD  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  - 
adverse  report  (hereon 
conaidered,  and  concurred  in     • 
Perkina,  B.  O,,  and  others,  Mr.  Otia 
the  petilion  of^  retigrred 
the  committee  discharged 
Perry,  WilUam.     (Sot  Bametl,  Mark.) 
Perry,  Hardy.    (See  McGrew,  John.) 
Petit,  Feler.     (See  Caealier,  Anthony.) 
Philadelphia,  Mr.  Robert*  presented  the  memo- 
rial  of  the    Cbambcr  of  Commerce   of, 
which  was  read    -       .        -       -       . 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  Commillee  • 
Piatt,  John  H.,  the  petition  of,  wa*  referred 
a  bill  for  the  rdief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time    .        -        -        -        - 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee  - 
report  of  facte  by  said  committee 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        -        - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Pinkney,  William,  of  Marybnd,   appointed  by 
the  Legislature  in  place  of  A.  C.  Hanaon, 
deceased,  produced  hi*  credeotiala.  &c.  - 
tpaeeh  of,  on  ihe  Maine  end  Misaouri  bill  - 
epeech  of,  on  the  Bankrupt  law 


^yCoOi-^lc 


INDEX. 


Pir*^,  >bill  to  eoDlJDae  id  tbros  the  an  to  pro- 
tect Iha  commarM  of  tha  Unitad  Statef, 
and  to  puniab,  md  twica,  *nil  raferced  -    077 
raportad  wilhout  amendmuit     .        -        -    604 
ordered  to  a  tbiid  reading  •        •        •    A38 

read  the  tbird  time,  nad  pawed  -        -        .     MI 
Tetorued  from  the  HouMorRtproMnUtivea 

with  amendmanta  -        -        -        .        -    U9 
cooiideiad,  and  agreed  to  -        -        -        -     694 
Pira^  and  other  Crimea,  a  bill  conceniing,  read    499 
TMd  a  Hcond  time,  and  referrad        -        -    BOS 
leportad  withoat  amendmant    ■        .        ■     6fi7 
Pbcataquog,  Hr.  Morril  aabmilled  a  raMlntkia 
relaliDBlo  a  cbaaga  of  tba  port  route  be- 
tween Dimatable  and    ■        -        .        -    866 
■fread  to,  and  nfnttd  to  the  ComniittM  on 

Poat  Officea,  Ac. 309 

Flanloa,  Jnlie,  tha  Pnmdent  comma niealad  a 
letter    from,  rcapectiiig   har    allagorieai 
painting  of  the  trea^  a(  Obent,  rebtred    0B4 
tha  commitiea  diaciuigad  •        -        -        ■    684 
Plaster  of  Paiia,  Mi.  Hellen  aabmitted  aiewdn- 
(ioD  reapeeting  the  inportatioii  of  - 
agreed  to,  aod  lehmd  to  the  Committee 
of  Faieign  Ralationi     -        .        .        . 


Preaenta  from  foreign  Statei — conliouad. 
raported  withont  amendment     - 
recommitted      ■        ■        ■        -        ■ 


Post,  the  Rev.  Ranbon,  election  of^  a  Cbaplain 

to  the  Senale        ..... 

Peat  Office  Eatabliahuaat,  •  bill  in  addition  to 

the  act  rtgulattDg  Lha,  read    -  -    '. 

read  a  lecond  time    -        -        -        -        •    < 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        .        .    i 

read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed  -        -        -    ' 

^at  Offlcet  sod  Foat  Roada,  ippointmentortlie 

ataading  Commitiea  on  -        -        - 

Poat  Roada,  a  biil  to  altar  and  aatibliah  certain, 

twice  leid,  and  raleiTad  -  -    < 

repoited  wiUi  amendment!,  and  ordered  ta 

a  third  reading ' 

lead  tha  third  time,  and  paasad  -        -        -     i 
Potter,  Joaeph,  Hr.  tianlbrd  piaaanl«d  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred  -  - 
adveiM  report  thereon       ..... 

eonnderad,  and  conoarred  in     - 
Potter,  John,  Mr.  Eaton  preaanted  tha  petition 
o^refured    ...... 

the  committee  diaehargad  -        ■        .        - 
Pnempttoa,  Hr.  Tbomaa  preaeMad  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Legialatiira  of  Illinma,  praj- 
log  that  the  right  ct,  maj  be  ezlendad  to 
oartaiB  aatllaiB  in  that  Bute,  Telerred 
the  Praaidant  proantad  a  reaolotiea  of  the 
I^gialilare  of  Ohio,  respecting  the  ri{bt 
of,  in  certain  lectioai,  referred 
a  bill  granting  the  right  of,  in  oertain  cMea, 

to  t£e  State  of  OMo,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  amandaenla 

ordered  to  a  tbird  reading  • 

read  the  third  time,  and  paued  . 

Preaenla  from  fornga  Stata^  a  bill  from  tha 

Bonn  of  BepresentaliTaa  to  preTanI  tha 

oommanders or  othar officer* of  iheNav; 

from  accepting,  read  Uik«,  and  refarred  - 


tha  table 

Praudent  of  the  Untied  Stataa,  a  joint  commit- 
tee appointed  to  wait  on  (he,  &c.   -        -       11 
the  annual  Maaaage  of  tha        -        -        -       IS 
three  thooaand  copiea  ordered  to  be  printed      M 
rafarencc  of  the  Menage  to  Tsrions  eoro- 

mitteee -•SO 

Protoet,   Salomon,    Mr.  Johnaon  of  Loaiaiana 

preaented  the  petition  of,  refarred  -        .       66 

a  bill  fbr  the  relief  of,  twice  read  -    497 

ordered  to  a  third  Teading  ....    figg 

read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed  -        -        .     BOS 

Pablie  Bnildings,  on  motion  of  Hr.  Roberta  a 

committee  wa*  appointed  on  tha  anbiect 

of  the S» 

rmiart  of  a^d  committee  •        -        -        -      18 
a  Maaaage  from  the  Preaident  transmitting 
the  report  of  the  CommisaiODer  of  llie, 
read,  and  referred  -        .        -        .        .       30 
Pnblic    Lands,  appointment    of  the    standing 

Committee  on        -        .        -        -        -      36 
Hr.  Leake  submitted  s  reaolation  ii 


tion  to  the 


la  Committee  on 


agreed  to,  and  refiirtod  t« 

Pablie  Landa        -        -       .       .       . 

a  bill  making  further  prorision  for  the  aale 

of  the,  read    ...... 

read  a  second  lima 

(Sea  Sale  of  FabUe  Landl.) 
a  IhU  for  the  rehof  of  certain  pnrchuen  of 

tha,  read        -.....< 
read  a  lecand  time,  and  refRied        •        -    I 
reported  without  amendment     -        •        •    I 
Purchaeeti  of  Public  Lands,  Mr.  Trimble  pre- 
■entad  the  raemeiial  of  the  Legialatore 
of  Ohio,  for  tha  relief  of  certain,  leed 
Pnrdj,  Robert,  Hi.  Baton  presented  the  patitioQ 


S7 


a  bill  for  Um  relief  o(  read 


ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        - 

read  the  third  time,  and  paased  -    ■ 

Pntnej,  Benjamin,  Mr.  Maoon  presented  tha  pe- 
tition of,  referred    -        -        .        .        - 


Quartering  Soldiara,  Hr.  Maoon  submitted  aras- 

olution  reapeeting  the,  during  war,  tus-  -      80 
agreed  to,  end  referred   to   the  Jndioiarj 

Committee    -■--..       g? 

the  committee  discharged  ...    6H 

Qnornm,  interchange  of  meeeagaa  reapeeting  a        19 

R. 
Rabb,  James.     [Bee  JVewMm,  Joikua.) 
Ramaga,  Lieutenant,  Hr.  Pleaaaats  commnni- 
catad  a  plan  anggestad  by,  for  the  pro- 
tection ot  commerce,  dtc,  read,  and  m> 
dered  to  be  printed        .       -       -       .    S6t 
Bandall,  Benjamin,  Hr.  Van  Dyke  presented  (he 

petition  of;  rabrred        -        -        .        .    4g(| 

Rear  Admiral,  bill  eatabliabing  lha  grade  of,  read    667 

read  a  second  time    .        ■        .        .        .    Ml 

laid  on  the  table BSP 
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Senate  PreeuMiiffi  and  Dtbatti. 


P.g.. 

lUdemMton  of  Lmd,  ■  bill  ftoin  th«  Houm  of 
RrprMenutifM   txttading  the  lime  ■!• 
lowed  for  Ihe,  told  ior  Uiea,  twice  raad, 
»Dd  referred  -.----    61T 
reported  wilhout  «mendineiit     ...    637 
ordered  to  «  third  reediog  ...    6711 

md  tbe  tbird  lime,  >iid  pMeed  -        -    678 

lUed,  Jobn,  Mr.  Van  b;ke  preieoted  the  p«ti. 

Uon  of,  referred 480 

B«|iucr,  Jobn  B.,  a  bill  from  the  Bonee  of  Rep. 
reu>DlatiTee  for  relief  of,  reed  twice,  end 

referred SSS 

reported  without  emeodmeDt     ...    G94 
ordered  to  e  third  raiding  ...     641 

read  ilia  tbird  lime,  and  paaaed  •        -     644 

Bemiaaion  of  Dnliea,  report  of  Ihe  Conmittea  of 

Finance  on  aundry  pelilioni  for  a  -     433 

on  molioD  of  Mr.  Elliutt,  Ibe  report,  beioe 
•dvetee,  wae  recom milled       ...    US 
RemeeD,  Uanrj,  and  other),  Mr.  King  of  New 
York  preaentcd  Ibe  peltlioa  of,  referred  to 
the  SecreUr;  of  the  Treaaur;        -        -    439 
report  thereon  from  that  olEcer  -        -        -    471 
Bcearvatioii  of  certain  Public  Laoda,  ■  bill  from 
ihe  Houie  of  Beprcaentatiiei  lo  amead 
Ihe  act  making,  fur  naial  pnrpoaei,  read 


read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -    eS6 

Baitilutian  of  Blarca,  Mr.  jDhDaon,af  Looiaiana, 

aulimilleU  a  naolutiao  reqaeatiog  of  the 

Preaident  information  is  rclalioa  to  the 

a  of  Ibe  treatj  with  Uraat  Brit- 

the    -        •        ■        -     318 
appointed  lo 

-    314 
10  8;>tein,  Mr.  RnbettepreMnled  the  me- 
morial of  tbe  Philadalpbia  Chamber  of 
Commerce,    ramanilrating  against   an; 
change  in  Ihe,  referred  ....    488 
Berolulionary  War,  Mr.  Van  Djhe  lubmilted 
a  rtaDlutioD  inatructiog  tbe  UommlUee  of 
PenaiiinB,  Ac,  la  inquire  wbelher  bdj 
amendment  be  neceaaar;  in  tbe  act  lo 
provide  far  peraona  engaged  in  tbe  land 
anO  naTal  aerrice  of  the   United  Stalea 
during  Ihe    -        -        -        ...      78 
•greed  to,  and  ao  referred  •        •        ■      77 

a  byi  from  tbe  Houae  of  RepreeenlatiTaa  in 
addition  to  the  act  lo  provide  for  cenain 
peraona  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval 
■errice  during  the  .        ,        .        .    566 

twice  read,  and  refarred     ....    &68 
raporled  wilb  an  amendment  -        -    688 

amendoient  diaagreed  to,  and  bill  ordered 

to  ft  third  reading WO 

read  the  third  time,  nnd  paaaed  '  641 

ft  bill  from  the  Houae  of  Repreaantatiiea  to 
auapend  for  a  limited  time  the  act  in  ad. 
diliun  to  tbe  act  to  pioride  for,  &c^  read     B8>'i 

read  a  lecond  time 6B6 

indefinitely  poatponeJ        ....    688 
ft  bill  from  Ihe  Honae  of  BepreaenlatiTea  to 
nviia  and  continue  in  force  the  eel  to 
proiide  for  peieone  diaibled  by  known 
weanJa  receited  in,  read        .        -        -    691 
read  a  aecopd  lime,  and  relrrred         •        -    69S 
Bke,  Eeory,  Mr.  Mellen  prei«Dted  the  peUlion 

of;  rafemd  to  tbe  Finance  Committee     -       S6 


Rice,  Henry  O.,  Mr.  Otia  preeeitled  the  patifioB 
of,  referred    ...... 

Kcharda,  Mark,  Mr.TichenorpreaeDtedtheme- 
pioriit  of.  referred  .... 

ft  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         ... 
read  a  aecond  lime    ..... 

laid  on  Ihe  table 

Rimoe,  John,  Mr.  Johneon  of  Louiaiana  pre- 

■ented  tbe  petition  of^  read     ■        -        . 

Roada  and  Canala,  Mr.  Trimble  aubmitted  ft  rea. 

olulion   to   appoint  a  atanding  commit. 

agreed  U>,  ftnd  the  committee  appointed 
a  bill  to  anthoriie  the  appointment  of  eom* 

mieaionere  lo  lay  out  Ihe,  therein  men. 

tioned,  read  --.... 


069 


rocommittcd  witt 
raported  with  amandmeote         .        -        .     63B 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    qsq 

raad  tbe  third  time,  and  paaaed  .        .    673 

returned  from  the  Honia  of  RrpreaentatlTea 

with  amendmenta,  and  agraed  to    -        .    6H 
Roberta,  Jonathan,  of  Fen  nay  Iran  ia,  attended   -        9 
ramarka  of,  on  Mr.  Logan's  Bank  rcealution      44 
•peeeh  of,  on  the  ameDdment  to  ibe  Maine 

bill 8fi,  116 

on  hia  motion  to  eiclude  alarery  from  Mia- 

eouri 119 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Barbour  and  othera  -  -  336 
remarks  of,  on  the  General  Appropriation  bill  669 
on  Iheclaimofthe  Wintera  -        .     607 

on  Ihe  District  Banks  bill  -        -        -        -    64ft 
Roberta,  Charles.     (Bee  Bay,  J.  K) 
Rock  Crock  Church,  abill  from  the  Houae  of  Rrp- 

reeenlatiTca  to  lulhoriie  tho  sale  of  a  part 

of  the  glebe  land  belonging  to,  read  twice, 

and  referred 600 

commilleG  recommend  rejection         .        -    6S6 
Rodriguei,  Jobn,  Mr.  Johnaon  of  Looisiana  pre. 

sented  the  petition  of,  referred        -        -       S& 

■  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice        -        -    497 

ordered  lo  a  third  reading  •        •        .        .     600 

raad  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -        •        .     60& 

Ronde,  Fierte  Denia  de  la,  Mr.  Johnsori  of  Loq. 

isiana  presented  the  petjdon  of,  refenvd      6B 
a  bill  for  Ihe  relief  of,  read  -        •    496 

raad  a  aecond  t■m^  and  orderad  to  a  third 

reading         ......     60S 

reed  the  third  lima,  and  paaaed  .  605 

Roggtea,  Benjamin,  of  Ohio,  attended  9 

apeech  of,  on  the  Mains  and  Miasoari  bill  -  S78 
ramarka  of,  on  Ihe  bill  respecting  the  aale  or 

forfeiture  of  land    .....    46& 
on  the  bill  proTiding  filr  the  aale  of  public 


4U 


Rules  of  tbe  Senate,  Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  sob- 
mittcd  an  amendment  In  Ibe,  reapecting 
the  admisaion  of  penons  on  tbe  floor       -    ' 

consideration  indefinitely  postponed  . 

Mr.  Bnrrill  submitted  an  addition  to  the  eI«T. 
enthoftbe    ...... 

laid  on  the  table        ...... 

Mr.  Barbour  alio  aubmitted  an  amendment 
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INDEX. 

Senate  Pno»eiinga  and  DtbaUi. 


8*l«  of  Pablie  Luid>,  Hr.  Noble  preuntad  ■ 
memorial  of  the  Legnlature  of  lodLtaa, 
pnjringthat  no  law  may  be  puied  chug- 
mn  the  teimi  of,  referred 

•  bill  cbanging  tlie  mode  of,  (tboliehing 
credit,)  read  ------    > 

T««d  a  leoond  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

Mr.  JofaDion,  of  Loniuan*,  pmeoted  a  raa- 
dation  of  the  Legialatare  of  that  Blate, 
deprecating  say  change  in  the  mode  of  -  ' 
Salee,  Mr.  Lonrie  presented  the  petition  of  lun- 
dry  iababitanta  of  Philadelphia,  prajiog 
that  a  duty  may  be  laid  on  all,  except 
ahariSa',  referred  -----, 
SanlOTd,  Nathan,  of  New  York,  attended  - 

ramarki  of,  on  the  Military  Serriee  bill       ~     i 
SaTannah  Poorhonte  and  Hoiplul,  Mr.  Elliot 
preeented  the  petition  of  the  Board  of  Man- 
ager* of  the,  referred      ■        -        -        . 

a  bill  for  the  re  lief  of  certain  enfieiera  by  the 
fire  at,  read  - ■ 

read  a  aacond  time    -----< 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        •        -     . 

read  (he  third  time,  and  paeeed  -        -        -    < 

rctomed  from  the  Honre  of  Sepietentativee 
with  amendmenta  -        -        -        -        - 

coniidered,  and  concurred  in     -        ■        - 
BchooU  in  Indiana,  Mr.Noble  preeented  Ihe me- 
morial of  the  Legielalare  of  ihil  State, 
rcupecling  the  location  of  certain  lindiloT 

the  uw  of 

Scboonmaker,  Cornelia,  the  petition  of,  refeired 

adveria  report  thereon       -        -        -        . 

coniidered,  and  concurred  in      -        -        - 

laaTe  granted  to  withdraw  paperi 
Secret  Journal  of  the  Old  Coogrcea,  a  joint  reso- 
lution from  the  Uonae  of  RepiesentaliTe* 
to  authorise  the  pnblication  of  part  of  the, 


read  a  second  time,  and  raterred 
reported  without  amendment     - 
ordered  10  a  third  reading  - 
read  the  third  lime,  and  paased  - 
Sedgwick,  Maine,  Mi.  Mellen  gubmitted  a  rei- 
olution  respecting  &  road  from,  lo  Deer 

lele 

agreed  to,  and  leferred       -        -        -        - 
Sedition  Law.  Hr.  Logan   eubmilted  a  resolu- 
tion of  inquiry  concerning  fines,  ttc,  un- 
agreed to,  and  leTerrrd  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 


.  .  dtc,  Mr.Burrill  submitted  a  resolution 
requesting  of  Ihe  Prcaident  of  the  United 
Stale*  cojiiea  of  a  correspondence  an  the 
subject  o^  made  under  the  authority  of 
Sweden  or  Prance  -  -  -  -  I 
agreed  lo,  and  committee  appointed  to  pre- 

aeot  it 633 

Seminole  War,  Mr.  Eaton  submiilad  a  molation 
in  relation  to  the  sufleren  in  the  late 
agreed  Is,  and  a  committee  appointed 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  officera,  dtc,  engaged 

in  the,  read 

read  a  second  time    -----     SIS 
ordered  toathird  reading  -  -         ~ 

Mad  the  ^id  time,  and  pateed  -        -        - 


Senate,  list  of  members  preeent  at  the  opening 

■djonrnmeat  of  the 700 

Berria,  William  G.,  Mr.  Trimble  eubmiUed  a  ree- 
olution  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
placing  oji  the  pension  list  the  name  of  -       39 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Pension  Com- 
mittee -------38 

advene  report  thereon        ....    3^9 

considered,  and  concDrred  in      -        -        .    371 
Shackerley,  Harriet,  Barah,  and  Mary,  Mr.  King 
of  New  York  presented  the  petition  of, 

referred ufi 

adierae  report  Ihereon        ....    533 
report  laid  on  the  table      ....    QQg 
Bhalliu,  Elixibeth.     (See  Wile,  Conrad.) 
Shapley,  Catharine,  Mr.  Parrott  preeented  the     ' 

petition  of,  referred        ....    443 
advene  report  thereon        ....    473 
read,  and  concurred  in       -        •        -        ■    479 
Shawneetown,  Mr.  Thomea  presented  Ihe  me- 
morial  of  the   regiater  and  receiver  at, 
praying  in creeae  of  compensation,  referred    430 
a  bill  to  ctlabliib  ■  land  district  in  lllinoie, 

north  of  the  ilialrict  of,  lead    - 
read  ■  second  time,  and  referred 
Sbeaie,  Thomas,  and  olbers,  Mr.  Parrott  pre- 
sented Ihe  petiiiou  o^  referred 
■wd  committee  discharged,  and  aubjecl  re- 
ferred to  that  of  Foreign  Relations 
Shellman,  Johoi,  Mr.  Elliott  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  referred 
idvene  report  thereon 
Shielda,  James,  a  hilt  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
senutives  granting  right  of  pre-emption 
to,  twice  read,  and  referred 
reported  without  ameodmeat 
laid  on  the  table         -        .        .        - 
taken  ap,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased  • 
Shipley,  Ether,  a  hill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice, 
and  referred  .        .        -        .        . 
reported  without  amendment 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  the  third  lime,  and  passed  - 
Sholer,  Captain  Stanton,  a  bill  from  the  Honse 
of  Sepresentalives  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 
and  referred  .        ■        .        - 
repotted  without  amendment 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  • 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed  • 
Shots*,  Abel,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  prevented  the  peti- 
lion  of,  referred      -        ■        .        .        . 
Bbule,  John.    (Bee  JXiehoku,  John.) 
Sick  and  Disabled  Seamen,  a  bill  to  pronda  re- 
lief for,  read  -        -        ■        - 
read  a  second  time    - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  • 
read  iha  third  time,  and  passed  - 
retamed  from  the  Houae  of  RepiesanlatiTea, 

with  amendmenla  ■        .        - 
the  Senate  agreed,  and  disagreed 
Ihc  House  of  Representatives  insiatad,  and 
the  bill  Has  postponed  lo  next  session     • 
Simpson,  James,  Mr.  Brown  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      >        .        . 
the  oommittee  discharged  -        - 
Sinking  F and,  report  of  Uommiaaianer*  of  Ihe    3U 
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INDEX. 


Smote  pTocMMng*  a 


Skiaaei,  Joieph  M.,  \  bill  rrom  the  Houie  of 
RepreaentitiTes  foi  Ihe  relief  of,  read 
twice,  and  lefen^  .... 

•eported  wilfaout  amendment      .        .        - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        .        . 

lead  the  third  lime,  and  pHied  -  -  - 
SlaTCrf,  Mr.  Dana  prceented  the  proceeding!  and 
TCcalution  of  a  town  meeling  of  New  Ha- 
nn,  ox  prening  their  apiD  ion  tbitCongieai 
have  K  right  to  prohibit  the  introduction 
of,  into  any  State  oi  Terrjtor;  hereaflw 
U  be  farmed,  dec,  read  •        -        .        . 

Ur.  Roberta  pmrnled  reioliitiona  of  Ihe 
mme  tenor  from  the  Lagiilaturc  of  Uu 
State  of  Fennijlvanii,  read     ... 

Mr.  Sanlbrd  alio  jireaen led  aimilaronea  from 
Scbenectad; 

Hr.  Hellen  preaented  aimilar  from  Haaaa- 
ekiw«t(a        ..--.. 

Mr>  Borrill  nmilai  from  Rhode  Llind 

Mr.  Hunter,  similar  from  Newport 

Mr.  Dana,  another  from  Hartford 

Mr.  Lanman,  another  fram  Hartford 

Hr.  Van  Dyke  preiented  reaolntiona  of  the 
Legiflatute  of  Detawaie  on  the  lame  anb- 
j«<:t ,    ■ 

Hr.  Sanlord,  ainilar  froni  the  Legiilatura  of 
New  York    -        -        -        -        -        -    311 

Bfr.  Rogglea,  aimilar  from  the  Legiilataro 
of  Ohio 

a  bill  to  prohiMt  the  introductioD  of,  north 
eat  of  Ihe   contemplated  Slate  af 


Miai 
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read  a  aaeond  time 

rebned  to  a  aeteet  committee     - 

Mr.  Wilaon  lubmitted  the  proceedinfa,  A«., 

of  the  LeBialetQro  of  New  Jenej  on  the 

iDbject  of,  read       .        -        .        .        - 

Slave  Trade,  «  Manage  from  the  PreaidenI  of 

the  United  Butea  on  the  aabjeet  of  the    - 

■joint  reaolnlion  from  the  Hooee  of  Repre- 
sentatiTea,  aulhoriiing'  (he  Preeident  of 
the  Uniud  Stalaa  on  the  meana  of  efitct- 
ins  an  entire  abolition  of  the,  read  - 

resolution  lost  by  tefaaal  to  aaipend  the  r 
Bmith,  William,  of  South  Carolina,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  Maine  nnd  Miwoari  bill  93, 116 

apeech  of,  on  the  amendment  teaching  sl«- 

SS9 


in  replj  to  Mr.  King,  of  N  ew  Toik 
in  rejoinder  to  Ibe  same  gentlaman     - 
remarka  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  sales 
pnblie  landi  ...... 

in  explanition  of  the  Bankrapl  bill    - 
on  the  Mtliiar;  appropriation*   - 
on  leeonaidering  theTole  rejeclinglhe  Bank- 
rupt bill 

on  the  Genera]  Appnpiialion  bill       -     S71,  STS 
on  the  bill  to  dotbe  the  Arm?  in 

materiala 

on  the  bill  relating  to  the  Winten      - 

on  the  reaolationa  from  the  Houae  of  Rep- 

reaentalivea,  relating  to  the  alave  trade    ' 

Smilh,  WilKam,  Jan.    (See  htgraham,  Henry, 

Bmilh,  Sarah,  Mr.  King  of  Alabama  preientei 

the  petition  of,  referred  - 
Smith,  Moaes,  Mr.  Van  Djke  preaented 
tion  of,  referred      -        -        . 


Smilh,  Richard,    Mr.  Dickeraon  praaanl«d  tha 

memorial  of,  referred      -        -         -        -    I 

a  bill  for  Ihe  relief  of,  read  -        -        •    I 

read  a  second  time    •        •        •        -        -    I 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -        -    i 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -  -         -     i 

Smith,  James,  and  others,  report  of  the  Beer*, 
tary .  of   State  on  the   memorial  of,  re- 
ferred 10  bim  in  Pebniarj,  1819,  i—d      -    1 
Bmilh  »oi  Hawkina,  and  others,   Mr.  Roberta 

preaented  ihe  [wtition  of         -        -        -     I 
(Bee  Tar^.) 
Spain,  so  much  ol  the   Message  ■■  concama, 
wsa  referred  to  tha  Committee  of  Fordga 
Relations       ...... 

Mr.  Walker  of  Georgia  Babmitted  a  reaoln- 
tton  reqneating  of  the   President  of  lita 
United  Butea  certain  infomation  relating 
to  the  trsatj  with  .        .        .        .    : 

a  Messsge  from  the  Pmidont,  tranamitltDg 
certain  doounenta  not  heretofore  comnv- 

nicated • 

another  Message,  with   anndrr  papers,  oi^ 
dered  to  be  printed        .        .        .        .    j 

another,  respeoing  our  relatioBa  with,  or- 
dered to  be  printed        ...        .    < 

another,  respecting  aame  .        -        .        .     i 
Bpence,  Grceme  Koith,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
RepresentaliTet  for  relief  of,  twice  read, 
and  referred  ......( 

reported  withoal  amendment     -                 -    ( 
indefinite]?  ^tponed        .        -        .        .     f 
Standing  Commiltees,  a  daj  fixed  Ibr  the  ap- 
pointment of 

the  appointment  of   - 
State  Papers,  a  bit]  authorising  subscription  la 
the  eleveDth  and  twelfth  Tolnmes  of,  read 
read  a  aeeond  time    ..... 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    - 
read  a  tliird  time,  and  postponed 
taken  np,  and  passed         .... 
Steele,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Hooae  of  Repre> 
sentaliTee  for  relief  of,  twios  read,  and 
referred  ......{ 

Sorted  without  amendment     -        .        -    I 
ered  to  a  third  reading  -  -    t 

read  tha  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -    f 
SteTens,  Jonatlian,  and  others,  Mr.  UeUen  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
adrerse  report  thereon  agreed  to  -     4 

Btephens,  Ebenexer,  and  others,  Mr.  Banford  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
adverse  report  thereon  -        -        -    4 

recommitted  on  motionofHr.  King,  of  New 

York,  and  a  bill  ordered  -        -    { 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  -  -  -  I 
read  a  second  time  .-...( 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  -  ( 
read  the  third  time,  and  paassd  -  -    ( 

Btewart,  Soaannah,  Mr.  Otis  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  lafarred     -----    i 
report  Irom  the  Beeratary  of  Slate  on  Ihe 

petition  of-        -        -        •        -        -( 
a  bill  fivm  the  House  of  Representatives  for 

the  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  reifarrad       -    t 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  •        -        -        •        •    t 
read  the  third  time,  and  puaed  -  •    < 
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Seaale  Prvondvig*  and  Dtbatet. 


Stokei,  MontTord,  of  Ninth  Carolma,  attgodBd  ■      SS 
Sturt,  D.,  ttDil  oihcn,  presoDUd  the  pstition  of, 

rafcrred 464 

£l«^cme  CoQTt,  a  bill  ta  MntinDe  in  forca  the 
act  to  pn>*ide  for  nporti  of  the  dccwioiu 
or  the,  reid  -.-••■  80 
rMd  B  Mcond  tine  -  -  -  -  -  8 1 
ordsred  to  ■  third  reading  .  ■  ■  .  333 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaied  ■  .  -  &34 
ntnraed  from  the  Bniue  of  ReprsKntaliTM 

with  iroendmeDta,  and  agreml  lo     '  •     SOB 

Snigeoa*  in  the  NaTal  Seirka,  a  bill  rerilatiDg 

th«  pa;  of,  read     -        -        .        .        .    63D 

read  a  lecoiitl  Una 656 

indefinitely  poatponad        ....    641 
SnnoDderof  ParaoDB  escaping  from  Berriee,  Mr. 

Smith  intBOitted  ■  re«olnti(Ni  conocTDing    60fl 

laid  on  the  tebla 618 

SwartwoDt,  Bobert,  Mr.  Banlbid  preaented  the 
metDorial  of,  relenei)  lo  the  Secretary  of 

Ww 443 

the  report  of  aaid  officer  referred  to  the  MUi- 

tai;  Committee     ..... 

s  Ull  for  the  relief  of,  read  -        .        .        - 

read  a  lecond  time    .        ■        .        ■        . 

.    ordered  to  a  third  reading  '        ... 

reul  the  third  time,  and  paMed  . 

Bieiaa  Emigranta,  tbe  nemmial  of  •  conpan;  OS, 

read,  and  referred  .        -        .        .        . 

8l  Btepfaena.    (See  SatiAtt.) 

T. 
Tanner,  John,  Mr.  Walker  of  Georgia  preiented 
the  petition  of,  refinred  ■        -        -        ■ 
adferaa  report  thereon  ... 

Tariff  Mr.  Trimble  prefoniecl  the  proceeding! 
and  neolntiona  of  the  Legialatare  of  Ohio, 
ID  ration  to  the,  &e.,  rafisrred 
Mr.  fianfoid  preeenled  a  memorial  prajing 

Mr.  Lowrie  preeenled  a  menorieJ  of  the 

PeDnajlrania  Boeiety,  &C.,  referred 
Mr.  Boberte  preeanted  a  memorial  on  the 

nme  aahject 

Mr.  Boberta  alao  prcaented  the  petitioil  of 
Smith  &  Hawkiaa,  &c  .... 
Tajlor,  Waller,  of  Indiana,  attended 
Tejlor,  John,  the  Preaident  commanicated  the 
petition  of,  referred        .... 
adieiae  report  thereon        .        .        -        . 
read,  and  concurred  in       •        •        •        - 
Teche,  a  bill  to  change  the  port  of  enti;  for  the 
diatiict  ot^  read       ..... 
teed  a  lecaad  time,  and  referred 
rqiorted  without  amendment 
indefinitel;  poatponed        .... 
TeonMaaa,  Mr.  Williema  aobmitted  a  reaolntion 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  antbor- 
iiing  the  State  of,  to  diapoee  of  certain 
Tacant  land  at  e  rednced  price 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Cwnmitlee  on 
Pablic  Landa         ..... 
Thomaa,  Jeiaa  B^  of  Itttaoia,  attended 
Tboratan,  WillieDi,  Mr.  Brown   preeentad  the 
memorial  of,  referred      .        ■        .        ■ 


Page. 

Tbice  Million!,  a  \A\\  from  the  Hotiae  of  Repre. 
■entatiTea  to  authoriie  the  Preudent  to 
borrow,  read  twice,  end  referred     .        .     6fls 
reported  with  an  am  end  man  I,  read  the  third 

time,  and  paeeed  a*  amended  .        .    696 

the  Honae  of  RepreeentitiTee  diiagreed,  a 
conference  wai  held,  a  cooipromiae  agreed 
upon,  and  the  bill  finallj  paaaed     .  096 

Tichenor,  Ifsac,  of  Vermont,  allended       •        -        9 
Titghman,  William,  Mr.  Ki^eiti  preiented  the 

pelitiooa  of,  referred       .        -        -        .    365 
(Bee  Fraitcu,  Arm.) 
Timberlake,  Joaepb,  Mr.  Stokea  pieeented  the 

petition  of,  referred        -        -        -        -    S33 
adverae  report  thereon       ....    67ft 
read,  and  agreed  to   ■'..-.     ftTT 
Timberlake,  Jobii  B.,  Mr.  Baton  preaented  the 

petition  of,  referred  ....  461 
adverie  report  thereon  ....  694 
a  bill  Goncemiag,  read  -  -  .  -  SH 
read  •  Bei:ond  time  -  -  -  -  .  600 
third  reading  negitlied  -  -  -  .  S48 
had  leaTe  to  withdraw  hia  pupen  .  .  696 
Tohandocke,  en  Indian   Chief,  Mr.  Van  Dyke 

preaented  the  petition  of        -        .        -    480 
Tompkma,  Daniel  Q.,  Vice  Preaident,  attended 

and  took  (he  chair  ....      36 

retirement  of,  from  the  chair      -        -        -    986 
Trading-HonieawithlDdiaritribea,abiU&omthe 
HoDae  of  Repreaentatiref  to  continue  ia 
force  for  a  fnrlhcr  time  the  act  eatabliah. 

bg,  read 4»6 

read  a  aeeond  time 43t 

reported  witbont  emendmeut     -  -    44S 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -  .    460 

Treaaurer  of  the  United  8ta tea,  the  annual  report 

ofthe 438 

the  general  account  of  the,  communicated    687 
Treasury  Department,  report  of  the  Secretary  of 

the,  in  obedience  to  the  act  establishing  a  SS 
a  bill  for  the  better  organaation  of  the,  read  70 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasted  - 
relumed  from  the  House  of  RepreseulatiToe 

with  ameodmenia,  and  agreed  to     - 
report  of  sans  paid  to  each  clerk  in  the 
another  report,  in  obedience  lo  the  act  eatah- 
liahing  the    .        .        .        .        - 
Treasury,   War,   and  N«<ry  Departments,  a  bill 
^om  the  House  of  Representatiies  in  ad~ 
dition  to  the  seieral  acta  MtAbSshiag  and 
regnlating  the        -        -        -        - 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  aeoood  reading 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  witbont  ameodiseDt     - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  . 
Trimble,  William,  A.,  of  Ohio,  attended  - 

remarks  of,  on  bia  amendment  lo  the  Mis. 
Bonri  bill  from  the  Honse  of  Represent 

on  the  bill  proiiding  fbr  esle  of  public  lands  486 
on  the  military  eppropriations  ...  666 
on    the    amendment  disagreed  ta  by    the 

Honse  of  BepreaentatiTee       .  "" 

on  the  bill  fer  clothing  lb*  Army 
on  the  Canal  bUI       -        -        - 
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Page. 
TomlooM,  Mr.  Walker,  of  AUbamt,  (Ubmiltrd 
a  Kaolulion  rupacting  ihs  uubliibment 
of  a  land  offica  at 337 

agreeil  to,  ind  rererred  to  the  CommiltoB  of 

Public  Lands 356 

Two  per  cent.  Fund  from  Land  Salea,  Mr.  Noble 
•obmitlad  ■  repolution  of  inqoirj,  eon- 
ecrDJDg  the  amoaDt  of  ibe,  for  Indiana 
and  Illinsia    .•■■•-    4SI 

agracd  to,  and  referred  lo  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treaaury 4B3 

report  (ram  that  officer  in  obedirnce  thereto     489 
U. 
Unifarm  Sjleia  of  Bankropicj,  Mr.  Dana  pr«- 
aented  tbe  memorial  of  the  fiew  Ha*en 
Ubamber  of  Commerce,  prajing  for  a, 
refcrreil  -        -        -        -        -  -       66 

Mr.  ParrMI  preaentad  a  limilar  one  froni 
mcrehaata  and  oiheraof  Porlsmouih,  New 
Hampahire,  referred  lo  Iht  aame    -        -       73 

Mr.  SaDfoid  preienied  ■  BiiDilar  one  from 
tba  Now  York  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
leletred  to  the  aame       -        '        -        -       7fi 

a  bill  to  eatablUh  a,  read    -  -  -         -       81 


cood  ti 


farther  coniideration  poalponed    36S,  370,  436, 
4S0,  489 
bill  dUcu«ad     ....       493,  496,  603 
a  motioD  for  iadtfinite  poatponemsnt  nega- 
tived       619 

the  diecuui'in  of  tbe  bill  reiumed    630,  637,  633, 
636,  641,  669 
eertaia  ameudraeDta  agreed  lo    -         .  .     644 

the  third  reading  of  tbe  bill  negatived         -     661 
Ualocaled  Claima,  a  bill  froin  the  Hoaw  of  Rep- 
leatDlativea  for  relief  of  peraom  holding 
confirmed,  in  lllinoia,  Ivrica  read,  and  re. 


reported  without  umeDdmeat 
ordered  to  ■  third  reading  -         .          ■          ■ 
T<*d  the  third  lime,  and  pasaed  - 
UDproduclive   Poet  Roadi.  report  of  the    Poal- 
maeter  OeDeral  of 


Tan  Cleef,  iohn  M.     (Bee  Dudky,  E.  B.) 
Tan  Daeraen,    William,  and  Ueorge  Woleott, 
aurrejDn  of  revenue  in  Connecticut,  Mr. 
Dana  preiented  tbe  petition  of 
referred  to  the  Commiltse  of  Commerce,  dec. 
Taa  D;ke,  Nicholas,  of  Delaware,  allended 
■peech  of,  on  tba  Maine  and  Miaaouri  bill   - 
on  tbe  Bankrupt  bill        -        t        -     631, 
remarka  of,  on  Mr.  Llojd'a  amendment  lo 

the  aame        ... 
on  reconiidering  the  vote  rejecting  it  - 
on  the  bill  for  relief  of  the  Wintera  - 
00  the  Diilrict  Baaki  bill        -        .        - 
Teaaela  of  War,  a  bill  to  anthonze  tbe  building 
of  a  certain  number  of  small,  read  - 
read  a  aecond  time    .        .        -        .        . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  the  third  tine,  and  paaaed  ... 
retnrnad  from  the  Uonee  ol  Bapreaeatativca 
with  an  amaadment      .... 
r«ad,  and  agreed  lo    - 
Tlllare,  Jacquea,  Mr.Jobnioi 

aanlsil  the  petitian  of,  referred 


p.... 

VinceDDea  Land  Ditfrict,  a  bill  from  the  Honaa 
of  Repreaantalivea  for  the  relief  of  certain 
■ettlera  within  the,  twice  read,  and  le- 

ferrwl 6M 

repotted  without  amendment     ...    618 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        -    '    .    673 
read  Iba  third  time,  and  paaed  ...     S7fi 
Vine  and  Oliie,  a  bill  anpplemantal  to  the  act 
to  eet  apart  and  diapoae  of  certain  land* 
for  the  sneooragement  of  tha  <altiTation 

of  the,  read £66 

read  a  aecond  time    .....    S7fi 
referred  lo  the  Becretarj  of  the  Treaiuty     -     BIX 
the  report  of  aaid  officer    ....    SSI 
Virginia,  a  bill  from  the  Honaa  of  Repreaenta. 
tiiea  U>  alter  the  lerma  far  holding  the 
court  for  the  weelera  diitiict  of,  read  twice    334 
ordered  to  ■  third  reading  ....    376 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  .        -        .    800 
Virginia  Raiolntionarj  Line,  Mr,  Barbour  ■ah' 
milled  a  reKilulian  in  respect  to  unlocatcd 
warrant*  iuued  lo  the  officera  and  aoldien 

of  (he 636 

agreed  to,  and  referred  lo  the  Committee  on 

Public  Lands 637 

Vreeland,  Ann,  Mr.  Dickeraon  preeantad  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred 41 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         ...       48 

read  a  second  time     .....       67 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        .        •       68 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  ■        .        -       74 

W. 

Wabaah,  Mr.  Noble  preaented  the  petition  of 

snndr;  descendants  of  the  fint  seltlen  of 

the,  referred GB6 

Wait,  Thomaa  B.,  Mr.  Otia  preaenlad  the  memo- 
rial of    34 

(See  StaU  Paptrt.) 
Waldoboroughf  Maine,  Mr.  Miller  anbmittsd  a 
reeolution  reapecling  a  road  from,  lo  Bel- 

bat 438 

agreed  to,  and  rofarred  to  the  Committee  on 

Poal  Omcee,  &c. 431 

Walker,  John  W.,  appointed  a  Senator  hy  the 
Legialf  tute  of  Alabama,  produced  bis  en- 
dentials  and  took  hii  seal       ...      33 

drew  the  lot  No.  1 86 

qwecb  of,  on  ibe  Inll  to  change  tbe  mode  of 

diapoaing  of  public  lands        .        .    444,  448 
remarka  of,  on  hie  amendment  of  the  aame     461 
Walker,  Freeman,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  Ueorgia,  In  place  of  John 
Forsyth,  resigned,   ptoddced  bia  creden. 

liale,  &c 33 

apeech  of,  on  Mr.  Roberta'a  amendment  to 

the  Missoari  bill 169 

on  Mr.  Lloyd's  amendment  to  tha  Bankrupt 

bill 643 

remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  reconndei  ita 

rejection         i        .        .        .        .        .    663 

Ward,  Samuel,  a  hill  for  the  relief  of,  lead        .      It 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  refitrred        -        -      35 

reported  wilhooi  amendment     ...      33 

<»derad  to  a  third  reading  ...        -      34 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  ...      36 

Ward,  Joaiah,  Hr.  Horril  preaenlad  tha  pelition 

of,  rcferrvd    ......      40 
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Wh  •qiI  Naiy  AccoqdU,  the  TrcHurer'f  itel«- 

mantorthe 

Wirren,  Jimea,  Mr.  Olii  preaenled  (he  pelitiOD 

0^  ttftrni    •        ■        ■        ■        ■ 
kdvene  report  thereon 
reeJ,  enJ  crnicarrsd  in 
Wubinnton,  ■  bill  to  incorparvle  ihe-inhabilanta 

or  tbe  City  of,  reail 
md  ■  lecond  lime,  ind  referred 
reported  with  ■neDdmenu 
ordered  to  >  third  reading  - 
leid  the  third  time,  end  pawed  - 
retnmed  from  the  Hooae  of  ReprneDt 

nith  amendmenta  •        ■        ■        . 
agreed  to,  with  eicepliona 
a  coDfereoce  lield,  and  compramiae  agreed 


■  bill  farther  to  extend  the  charter  of  tbe 
City  of,  read  .... 

read  a  lecond  time    .... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  • 

read  the  third  time,  and  paued 

a  bill  explinatorj  of  the  act  BUtboriung  the 
aale  of  certain  public  groand  in,  read 

read  a  aecond  time    ..... 
Wtabington  Canil  Uompaay.  report  of  the  Prea- 

ident  and  Directora  oftbe 
Wateli,  George,  on  motion  of  Mr.  King  of  New 
York  the  paperm  of,  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Prnriona,  drc 

committee  diacharged,  the  petitioner  bai 
recsWeJ  hia  penaion         ... 
Wella,  Benjamin,  Mr.  Roberta  preaantad  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred    ..... 

a  bill  aupplemeDtal  to  the  act  for  relief  of, 

read  a  aeeond  lime,  and  referred 

reported  without  ameodmeat,  and  recom- 

Gonnoittee  diacharged 

WeUe,  Benjamin,  John  Welta,  end  John  Web- 

■ter,  Mr.  Roberta  prcaented  tbe  petition 

of,  referred    ..... 

the  coniinitue  diacharged 

Welih,  Nicbolaa,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  preaented  the 

petition  of,  referred        .... 

Weatern  Road  Fund.    I, See  Two  per  tent,  on 

Weat  Indiea,  ao  mnch  of  the  Heeuge  aa  relatea 
to  commercial  intercourae  witb  the,  and 
Britiih  poieewiona,  referred  to  the  Com. 
mittee  of  Foreign  Relatione    • 
Weymonth,  Dean,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  preeenlad  tbe 
petition  of,  referred        ... 
ad*erae  report  thereon       ... 
read,  and  concurred  in      .        -        . 
White,  Vasaell,  Mr.  Olii  preaeated  tbe  petiti 
of,  referred    ..... 
the  committee  diacharged  ... 
While,  J.  B.  A  Co.,  Mr.  Elliott  preaeDlad  the 
memorial  of,  referred 
adferee  report  thereon 
Wikofii  Williem,  Hi.  Johaean  of  Loaiaiana  pre- 
aantad the  petition  of,  referred 
the  committee  diacharged  ... 
Wile,  Conrad,  adminietiaur  of  Elijah  Sballna, 
and  olhera,  Mr.  Roberta  preaenled  the  pe- 
titioa  of,  road         ..... 


Page. 

Wilkinaon,  General  Jamea,  a  bill  from  tbe  Honae 
of  R«pr*BenUti*ee  fbrraliefof,  twice  read, 
and  referred  -•....     613 
reported  withiiut  amendment     ...    Sig 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    UTfi 

read  tbe  third  time,  and  paaaad  -         -     078 

Willcoi,  Richard,  Mr.  Dana  preeented  the  pefr 

tion  of,  referred  ....    964 

a  bill  anihoriElng  iha  Secretary  of  Slate  to 
iaaae  leVera  patent  to,  reed  '*' 


Mt» 


ordered  lo  a  tbird  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  .        •    478 

WUIiama,  John,  of  Tenneeaee,  attended    .        .         9 
retnarka  of,  on  the  bill  fur  relief  of  atifierfra 

in  the  Seminole  war       ....    S37 
on  the  UW  proTiding  for  clothing  tbe  army     60) 
Williane,  Thomaa  H.,  of  Mi^iaaippi  attended  .        B 
Williamann,  John,  Mr.  Banford  prcaented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....      83 
advene  report  thereon        ....     1J9 
read  and  agreed  to     -         .         -         -         •     301 
Willie,  Henry,  a  bill  from  the  Hoiue  of  Repre- 
■•Dtstivee  for  relief  of,  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred     61S 

reported  without  amendment    .        -        -    6)V 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         -  .     651 

reed  the  ibird  time,  and  paaeed  .        -        .    663 
Wilman,  Chriatian,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Trimble, 
the  Committee  of  Claioii  were  inatructed 
lo  inquire  into  tbe  expediency  of  allow- 
'"K  payment  for  a  borae  lo    -        -        .    603 
said  committee  diacharged  ...    690 

Wilaon.Jamn,  of  New  Jeraey  attended    -  -         » 

remarka  of,  on  poalponing  the  Land  bill    -    481 
on  tbe  Bankrupt  bill  .        .        .        .    fi» 

reconeidering  tbe   vote    rejectiog  laid 
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tbe  Appropriation  bill  . 
on  tbe  dioagrermtnl  of  tbe  Hotue  of  Repre. 

aentativca  to  the  Senate'a  amandmenta  -  687 

on  tbe  bill  fir  clothing  the  army        -        -  610 
Wilaon,  Ann,  tbe  Preaident  communicated  the 

petilioa  of,  referred         ....  73 
the  committee  diacharged  -        -        .  690 
Winter,  Qabriel,   and  othera,  Mr.  Williama  of 
Tenneeaee  preaenled  the  memorial  ot,  re- 
ferred      I  IB 

a  bill  for  the  benefit  of,  read                -        -  496 

read  B  aecond  time 499 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        -        .  619 

recommitted  to  a  aelect  committee     -        .  699 

;    reported  witb  amendmente         ...  647 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        .        •  679 

reed  the  third  lime,  and  paaaed  .        -        -  684. 
Wioton,  Jobo,  Mr.  Williama  of  Tenneeaee  pie- 

aented  the  petition  of,  referred        .        •  37 
the  committee  diacharged        ...  67S 
Wire  Bcrewe.     (See  Stoddard,  John.} 
Wilhere,  Thome*  C,  a  bill  from  the  Honae  of 
SepreaenlaliTea  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 
and  referred  .-...-  600 
reporlnd  .with  amendmente        ...  618 
ordered  lo  «  third  reading  ea  emeDded        -  6fi3 
read  tbe  third  time,  and  paaaed  .        -        -  GTS 
Wood,  Janea,  Mr.  EllioU  preeented  the  memo- 
rial of,  referred       .....  S6 
«dTerBe  report  thereon        ...        -  76 
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reporl  reoonmitled  to  Mina  comniUe*       -    4S9 
■ioiilBr  leport,  md  committM  (liichwgMl    -     610 
Y. 
Vsu  and  Niji,  on  recom milting  the  Main*  and 

MiHOuribitl 118 

on   tb«  third  Tatding   of  Hr.  Dickenon'i 

amendment  to  the  Cooilitution  -  -  333 
on  Mi.  Llovd'a  motion  to  amend  the  lame  3T7 
on  tb«  final  paMage  of  the  aame  -  •  S78 
on  Mr.  Roberli'a  ameadment  lo  the   Mi*- 

aonri  bill 369 

on  the  motion  to  nnitr  the  Maine  and  Mia- 

aouri  bill* 424 

on  Hr.  TrimbU'a  amendment  to  Mr.  Tho- 
maa'a  propoied  aection    -        -        -        •    427 
BTeeing  to  Mi.  Tbomu'i  wctkta  to  the 
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n  oideiing  the  bill  ai  amended  lo  a  thiid 

on  lecediag  from  the  amendmenti  lo  Ihe 
ivne 4fi7 

on  Mr.  Bdwardi'a  amendment  to  the  Loan 
bill 468,  486 

on  Hi.  Batboui'*  amendment  to  the  Miaaoori 
bill  from  the  UoDie  of  RepreaenlatiTci    - 

on  Mr.  Tijmble'i  amendment  -  -  - 
n  Mr.  Walker'i  amendmenl  to  the  Land 
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on  Mr.  Van  Drke'i  amendment  to  the 
aana fi3S, 

on  amending  the  Military  Appropriation 
bill 

on  the  reaalution  for  adjoantmeut  of  Con- 

OD  tho  motion  to  poatpone  the  Banhrapt  bill 

lo  next  aeBHan 660 

on  the  third  reading  of  aaid  bill 
on  lecoiwideriag-the  vols  thereon 
on  the  third  reading  of  the   bill  concerning 

defanlten       ...... 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 

John  H.  Piatt 594 

on  the  third  reading  oftbe  NaTigation  bill  -     696 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  concerning 

dialricl  judgea        .....    696 


Yeaa  and  Nay* — continned.  Page. 

on  indefinite  poatponeroent  of  the  UU  pro. 
Tiding  for  clothing  the  Armj  ...     604 

on  indefinite  poatponement  of  the  bill  grant- 
ing pre-emption  right*  to  the  State  of 
Ohio 616 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  hiU'rela^og  to 
Ibe  claim  ofE.  and  W.  Wintei      .        .     619 

on  indefinite  poatponement  oftbe  Road  and 
Canal  bUI 6S5 

on  amendii^g  the  bill  conceiniog  Revola- 
tionarr  pension*    .        -        -        -     639,  640 

on  indefinite  poitponement  of  the  lame      •     639 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  aame        .        -     640 

on  a  aubatitule  for  the  Uga*e  bill  concern- 
ing the  Diitricl  bant*     ...  -      646 

00  thafinal  paaaageofiaidbill  '        -        -     U8 

on  indefinite  poatponement  of  the  Road  and 
Canal  bill 666 

on  poatponing  the  bill  aaneerning  dntio* 
on  importi     .-..-.     673 

on  the  Ihitd  reading  of  the  bill  limiting  the 
term  of  certain  office*    -        -        ■        -     674 

on  ogieeing  to  llie  Hoaee  amendmanta  of 
the  bill  to  eitabliih  addilimal  land  offlcca 


on  the  tbiid  raiding  of  the  bill  for  (he  ben- 
efit of  E.  and  W.  Winter 

on  indefinite  poetponement  of  the  Wealero 
Canal  bill 

on  ordering  the  same  lo  a  third  reading 

on  indefinite  poitponement  oftbe  Fre-enp- 


on  indefinite  poatponement  of  the  Home 
nadution  to  luapend  the  operation  of  the 
act  concerning  Rcfolnlionar;  peniiana  -  GB8 
Young,  Robert,  and  Richard  Blind  Lee,  judge*, 
reapectiTely,  of  the  orphan*'  eonrle  of  Al- 
eiandria  and  Waihington,  the  memorial 
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bill  to  increiee  the  allamiiioe  of,  read       -  4C9 

read  a  aeoond  time     -----  473 

blank  filled,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  B97 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaied  •        -  SOI 

Yonnga,  Martha  and  brother*,  Mr.  Sanford  pre- 

aented  the  petition  of,  referred        -        -  37G 

advene  report  thereon        -        -        .         .  371 

read,  and  concurred  in       -        -        -         -  4M 
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Abbot,  Joel,  of  Georgia  produced  hi*  ciedentiiU, 

and  wa*  qnatified 708 

Abatraet*  of  Land*,  a  bill  to  enable  the  Qoremor 
of  lUlnoia  to  obtain  certain,  Inice  read, and 

referred 1876 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaiad     .  -        -  3349 
Aeeonatability,  Mr.  Randoli^  aubmitted  a  leao- 
Intion  on  theanbjeetof,  in  relation  to  pnb- 
ho  money*     ------  1086 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Becrataiy  of 
theTreaauiy 1069 


Aceonnt*.  appoii 

AcieaofLandaold,  0 

the  Becietary  oftbe  Treunry  «*■  direct- 
ed to  lepoit  the  uauber  of,  at  the  aeveial 
land  office*  nnee  their  inatitation    -        -     891 

Adam*,  Benjamin,  of  MaaaachoaettB  wa*  quali- 
fied, end  took  hiieaat    -  -    TPl 

Adam*,  Samuel  G.,  Mt.  Tyler  moved  to  reveiee 
the  unfavorable  report  of  the  Committee 
ofClaimaonpetitionof,  and  to  order  a  bill    738 
the  motion  was  nogativad,  and   the  report 
concurred  in  -----    739 
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Ailditional  Armor;,  Mr.  Hemck  ■dbmiUad  •  re- 
■olation,  iDitructing  tbe  MiUlsT;  Commit' 
tee  U>  inquire  into  tbe  aipAdienc;  of  «•• 
tabliihing  an,  which,  being  ameDifadi  wm 
agreed  to       ~        -        -        .        •        •    784 
the  cummiltee  reported  ineipedieney         -  IMO 
AdditioDal  Nivel  For^p,  ■  bill  to  amend  the  act 
tatboiiiing  the  employment  of  tn,  read 
tirice,  and  referred         ....  IflfiG 
repotted  without  amendment,  leud  the  third 
time,  and  paaaed    .        ■        >        -        -  SS36 
Adlum,  John,  Mr.  Archer  pieeeuted  the  petition 

of,  referred     .---..     goO 
AgricaltnrB,  oti  motioii  of  Mr.  Williaiaa,  of  North 
Carolina,  it  wk  reeoUed   to  appoint  a 
■tanding  committee  on  -        .        ■        •  317B 
Agricaltaiai  Societj  of  Frederi^ahnrg,  Mr.Ber- 
boar  preiented  the  remunitranca  of  the, 
againat  incieaung  the  datiea  on  importa- 
tion*, refened        .        -        .        .   S48, 3290 
Alabama,  Mr.  Anilenon  preHoted  the  conetita- 

tioo  formed  bj  the  people  of  -        -        -    708 
a  joint  leiolfitioD  frem  the  Senate,  declaring 

the  admieaioD  of,  into  the  Union     -         -     TOfi 
road  three  timea,  and  paaaed      -        .        .     710 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Croweit,  the  Committee 
of  Public  Land*  were  inetmcted  toinqoire 
into  the  expediency  of  utibtiihing  addi- 
tional land  ofEcDC  in      -        -        -        -     601 
altill  from  the  Senate  to  that  etiect  twice 

Tead,  and  referred  ----'.  18U 
reported  with  amendmenU  -        -  189S 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  Uble  -  -  -  1900 
taken  up,  lod  recommitted  -  .  - 
reported  with  farther  amendmeate 
tead  the  third  time,  and  paawd  aa  amended  SObS 
tbe  Senate  coocur  in  four,  and  dieegrea  U 
three  of  tbe  amendments        ...  3S13 

tbe  Hook  receded S330 

>  bill  from  the  Senate  to  eatabliah  a  dietriet 

court  in,  read  twice,  and  rofaned    - 

reported  with  amendmente         .        .        ■ 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended        -  1637 

read  the  third  time,  and  pBHed  aa  amended  IB4B 

the  Senate  diiagreed  to  the  aiuendtnenta    -  1803 

the  HouM  iniieted    •-..'■ 

Alexander,  Mark,  of  Virginia,  was  quahfied,  and 

took  hie  (eat  -        -        -        .        . 

speech  of,  on  the  reviaion  of  tbe  tariff       -  SOID 

Alienation  of  Territory,  Mr.  Clay  anbmitted  reao- 

iDtion*  on  the  aubject  of        -        -        -  1691 

■peech  of  Mr.  Clay  on  aaid  reeolntiona        -  1719 

ipeech  ofMi.  Lownde*      -        -        .        -  1731 

Allen,  Samuel  C,  of  Mauachuaette  waa  quali- 

fled,  and  took  hii  neat    .        -        -        - 

Allen,  Nathaniel,  of  New  York  waa  qualified, 

and  took  hi*  leat   -        -        -        -        ■ 

Allen,  Robert,  of  Tenncuee  wai  qualified,  and 

took  hi>  aeat         .        -        -        .        . 

■peecb  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  for  relief  of  the 

■ufTerer*  in  the  Seminole  war        -        -  1679 

Allen,  Barab,  a  bill  for  the  beoefit  of,  read  twic4^ 

and  rehrred 

reported  without  amendment,  and  recom- 
mitted   881 

again  reported  without  aniendinent,  and  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading         .        -        - 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaied  .        -        - 
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Alliaon,  Bbt.  Burgeei,  election  of,  u  Chaplain  -     706 
American   ColotiiHtion  Society,  Mr.  Randolph 

preaented  the  memorial  of,  read       -         -  1017 
report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  con  aider 

the  memorial         .        .        -        .        .  SS07 
■  bill  to  incorporate  the,  read  twice,  and 

committed SS16 

poatponed  to  neit  aeision  of  Congreea        -  23S6 
Ancient  litlea  to  land  in  Michigan,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Woodbridge,  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Linda  were  inatructed  to  inquire  into 
the  eipedienc;  of  proTiding  for  the  ad- 
juatment  of  -        -        -        -        -        -     740 

that  committee,  by  request,  diacharged,  and 
the  aame  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claimi    -        -        -        .    676 
Ahdenon,  Richard  C,  of  Eentncky  wa*  quali- 
fied, and  took  hla  seat    -        -        -        ■     70S 
remark*  of,  onpoatponingMr.Taylor'areao- 
lu^on   -..--.-    735 
on  printing  the  aeeret  journal  of  the  Old 

Congreaa 1056 

apeeeh  of,  on  the  Miasouri  bill    ■        -        .  13S3 
remarka  of,  on  the  Revolutionary  Penaion 

bill 1664 

apeeeh  of,   on   the  resolution  to  purchase 

stock  in  tbe  Kentucky  Canal  Company  1738 
remark*  of,  on  Mr.  Clay'*  resolutions  teuch- 

ing  the  Spanish  treaty   .        .        -        .  1768 
rews,  Phineas,  an  adverse  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of,  concurred  in    -        -        -        -  1633 
Application  of  Appropriation*,  on  motiou  of  Mr. 
Storrs,  a  committee  was  appoluled  to  in- 
quire into  the,  made  for  pay,  Ac.,  of  the 

Army 717 

Appling,  Rebecca  U.,  Mr.  Abbot  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        .        .        -        .     756 
abillfor  the  relief  of,  read  twice        -        •     793 
ordered  to  a  third  resdiog  -        -        .        -    850 
negatived  on  tbe  third  reading   -        -        -     669 
Appointment  of  Members  of  Congrei*  to  office. 
Mi.  Cobb'*  joint  resolnlion  on  the  subject, 
read  twice,  and  amended        ...  1001 
the  third  reading  negatived        ...  1859 
Archer,  Stevenson,  of  Maryland  waa  qnalified,     , 

and  took  bis  seat  ■        -        -        -        -    701 
speech  of,  introducing  cartain  resolatiiMi*   -    930 
Archei,  Williaoi  8.,  of  Virginia,  eloeted  in  place 
of  J.  Pleasants,  resigned,  produced  bis 
crodentista,  and  wa*  qualified         -        -    930 
qpaech  of,  on  Mr.  Clay'*  reaoluiiona  loach- 

,ing  tbe  Spanish  treaty   .        -        .        -  1743 
on  the  revision  of  tbe  tariff         -        -        -SOI? 
Arkanaas,  the  Speaker  preaented  the  petition  of 

sundry  iabtbitanls  of     •        -        -        -    990 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson,  tbe  Committee 
on  Public  Land*  weio  inetmcted  to  in- 
qniie  into  the  expediency  of  anthoriajng 
the  President  M  appoint  a  regialer  and 
receiver  for  the  county  of  Laifrence,  in  1043 
a  bill  to  that  eflbct  read  W'Ae    -        -        -  1464 
amended,  and  ordered  te  ■  third  reading    -  1G73 
read  the  third  lime,  and  passed  -        -  16S9 

bill  from  the  Senate  relating  te,  twice  read     1M6 
read  the  third  time,  and  puaed  -         -  1861 

Army,  oa  motion  of  Mr.  Quarlaa,  the  Military 
Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  eipedieney  of  leorganiiing  the  -    869 
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■  bill  from  tbe  Senile  to  proTjde  for  clathint 

the,  ill  domestic  maau  fact  urea,  mica  md    363 
tmeniled,  and  ordersd  to  a  third  reading     •     9U3 
read  the  third  time, and  paaaed  li  amended  ISIS 
the  Senate  diiagreed  to  tbe  fint  amend- 
ment     ssoa 

the  Houie  of  Reprcieolnlivea  inaiated  -  330B 

tbe  Seoale  alao  inaiated    -  -        -  SSSl 

on  rootian  of  Mr.  Clay,  the  Secretary  of 
War  wai  directed  tu  report,  al  tbe  neit 
leaaioD  of  Congreie,  a  plan  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  thr,  to  ail  Iboiuand  men      -         -  3333 

Mr.  Floyd  aubmitlad  ■  reeoluliim  uf  inquiry 
into  the  expediency  of  reducing  the        -  S14S 
Anenala,  Ac,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  a  com- 
mittee waa  appointed  to  eonaider  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  War  on  tbe  aub- 

jectof 1860 

Article*  of  Compact  between  Kentucky  and 
Tenneaaee,  Mr.  Roberuon  aubmitled  to 
the  Houie  b  cap^  of  the        •        -        -  1837 

a  joulreeolu  ion  giiing  the  coiuent  of  Con- 
(tern  to  the  aame,  twice  read,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -        ...        .        .  1S48 

read  tbe  third  time,  and  paaaad  -  1661 

Attorney  General, on  motiuDof  Mr.  Holmea,  the 
report  of  noneja  paid  for  eitra  aet- 
Ticei  to  the,  «aa  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Klipenditurea  in  the  State  Do- 
partmeot       ......    ~"" 

letlaiB  from  the,  an  tbe  anbject  of  tbe  dutiea 

of  bia  office St6S 

AuctUQ,  a  bill  laying  dQiiei  on  aalea  of  met 
chandiae  at,  twice  reed,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendmenta,  diacuaaej,  and 
tbe  third  reading  negatiied     -        .        -  S 

Tote  reconaidered,  and  btii  ordered  to  •  third 
reading  ..... 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  - 


Babbitt,  Jacob,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  fbr  relief 

of 3836 

read  twice,  and  oomnitted         -        -        -  2236 
Ba^er,  Caleb,  of  New  York,  waa  qualified,  and 

Balancea  on  hand,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Storra,  the 
SecreUriea  of  War  ani}  Navy  were  re- 
BpMtiieJy  directed  to  report  a  atateraent 

ofall 

report  from  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Naij  in 
obedience       ...... 

report  from  the  Secretary  of  War 

anotlMr  rr.>m  tbe  latter      .... 

Baldwin,  Henry,  of  Pennaylvania,  waa  qnalifled. 
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remarkaof,  on  printing  tbe  aecret  Journal  of 

tbe  Old  CongreiB lOflO 

on  tbe  military  appropriationa  -  -  .  161S 
an  Ibe  aame  for  fortifieationa  •  •  -  1633 
on  the  reaotoiion'  fixing  a  day  fur  adjc 

ment 1672 

apeech  of,  on  the  reiiaion  of  Ibe  lariBT  -  1916 
on  (ha  bill  preacribing  caah  piymenla  for 

remark!  of,  on  tha  duty  on  aalea  al  auction  S174, 

3176,  3194,3189 

on  the  Loan  UU 319a 
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Ball,  William  Lea,  of  Virginia,  waa  qnalifiad, 

and  took  bia  aeat  .        .        -        -        -     702 

Baltimore,  an   acifene  report  on  the  petition  of 
idry  marcbinta  preying  compenaation 
tbe  veraeliaunk  in  the  harbor  of        -    M8 
Bank  of  .Alexandria,  Mr.  Kent  preaenlad  the  pe- 
tition of  the  Fiaiidenl^nd  directora  of 
the,  praying  renewal  of  charter,  referred     7IB 
(See  DulricI  Banki.) 
Bank  of  the  Uetropolii,  Mr.  Kent  alao  preaented 

the  petition  of  tbe,  referred    -        -         .     BSl 
(Sea  at  about.) 
Bank  of  the  United  Statea,  report  of  tha  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treaaury,  on  the  atate  of  the  1463 
another  report  from  tha  aame,  ahowing  (In 

■Mte  of  the,  at  anndry  timea  -  -  1596 
tetter  from  the  Seeietary  of  the  Traaaury  on 
the  atala  of,  and  ita  officra  •  -  -  3364 
Bankruptcy,  Mr.  Sergeant  preaented  a  memorial 
of  the  Philadelphia  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, praying  a  aniform  ayitem  of,  re- 
ferred    713 

Ml,  Little  preaented  a  aimilar  petition  from 
Baltimore     -        -        -        -        -        -    716 

a  bill  to  eatabliah  a  unlforni  ayalem  of,  twice 
read,  and  referred  ....     737 

Mr.  Newton  preaanled  the  petiuon  of  mM- 
ehanta  of  Norfolk,  referred  10  tha  commit- 
tee on  the  bill 740 

Mr.  Whitney,  tbe  aame  from  Maine,  refer. 

red  to  the  aame      -----     779 
Mr.  Piockney,  the  aame  from  South  Caro- 
lina       779 

Mr.  Heiga.  the  aama  from  New  York        -     791 
Ht.  Purker,  the  aama  fiiKn  Maaaachaaetta  -    S39 
Barbour,  Philip  P.,  of  Virginia,  waa  qoalifiadi 

and  took  bia  aeat 703 

apeech  uf,  on   the  propoiad  territorial  gOT- 

ernmeDt  for  the  District  of  Columbia  -  79S 
remaika  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  (he 

daaf  and  dumb  -----  886 
apeech  of.  00  the  Miaaouri  bill  -  -  -  ISIS 
on  bia  Bmendmeut  to  tha    Bevolutionary 

Paoaion  bill 16fiS 

on  the  rerialoo  of  tbe  tariff         -  -  -  30M 

remarka  of,  on  the  Loan  bill       -        -  319  ,  3303 
Barboar,  Philip,  ■  bill  for  relief  of  the  legal  rep- 

renenutiTM  of,  read  twice  -  -  -  737 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     gjo 

read  tbe  third  time,  and  paaaed  -     859 

Barrow,  Matthew,  a  bill  from  the  Senate   for 

tvlief  of;  read  twice,  and  lererred  -  -  7U 
reported  without  amendment  -  .  •  791 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    SSI 

recommilted,  on  motion  -  -  -  .  896 
again  reported  withoitt  amendment  -  -  931 
read  tha  tbird  time,  and  peaaed  -        -    934 

Baleman,  Ephraim,  of  New  Jeiaay,  waa  quali- 
fied, and  took  bia  aeat   -        .        .        -     701 
Batai,  J.  W.,  a  delegate  from  Arkanaaa,  waa 

qualified,  and  took  bia  aeit    -  -  1673 

report  of  the  Committee  of  Electiona  ci 


ningh 


1671 


Baiter,  Stephen,  a  bill  fbr  relief  of,  t 

and  referred IWrt 

reported  without  amandmact,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  ....  1S31 

ramd  the  third  tim^  and  paaied  -  1832 
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IkuM  Pmxiimgt  and  Dtbatti. 


P«B8- 

BtjarJ,  Witliim,  and  olb«n,  Mr.  SergBant  pr»- 

■antad  Ihe  prtition  of,  teftnti        -        -.  1673 
sd*aris  report  Ibenon      ...        -  3300 
Bajly,  Tbamia,  of  Hkrjland,  wa«  qnalifiad,  and 

took  bis  aeat 733 

B«alt.  Samuil  B.,  a  bi'l  for  rcHcf  of,  read  twice      906 
ordered  to  ■  third  raiding  ...  igOT 

lead  (he  third  time,  and  piued  -        .  1809 

Bnatt;,  Cbirtee  A,,  Tbomu  Corcoran,  Eluba 
W.  Wiiliame,  and  John  Hoje,  Mr.  War- 
field  preeantad  Iba  petition,  relating  to  • 
itreet  in  Oaorgelowa     -        -        -        .    718 
Beanlicu,  Lenia  Joaeph,  a  bill  fiir  relief  of,  twice 

w»d 788 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -  1807 

read  the  third  time,  and  paMed  -        -  1806 

Beck  and  Harrej,  a  bill  lor  relief  of,  read  twica    7S8 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1R07 

reed  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  .         ■  1808 

Beacber,  Philemoo,  of  Ohio,  waa  qnalified,  and 

took  bis  aeat 70» 

BeUanj,  Aaron,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rich,  ttie 
Committee  of  Claima  were  inatraeted  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
compenaation  to,  for  a  veiael  captured  hj 
the  enemj  on  Lake  Champlain  .  ■  761 
Bersat,  Oabrirl,  a  bill  from  tbe'Etonale  for  relief 

of,  twice  read,  and  raferrad     -         .  .  1888 

commitire  diicbarged,  biJI  laid  on  the  table  3834 
BicUej,  Daniel,  and  Catbarine  Clark,  a  bill  fbr 

reliefor,  twice  read        -        -        .        -1808 
ordrrrd  to  a  third  reading           ...  I83i 
read  tb«  ihinl  Lime,  and  paaaed          .        .  1833 
retumi d  trooi'  Ihe  SeDaia  with  an  amend- 
ment      3803 

amendmunt  read  and  concDrred  in      -         -  8206 
Biddle.  Captain,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  NaTjr  concerning  Ihe  cruiie  of  the 
Ontario,  in  the  Pacific  ocean           -        -  ]80S 
Bigger'*   Rangera,   report  of  tbe  ISecrelarj  of 
War  00  the  petition  of  the  Lrgialalure  of 
Indiana,  on  behalf  of     -         ■        -        -1381 
Blakelej,  Hr.  Crovell  praaented  Ihe  petition  of 
the  inhabilanti  of,  pnjiag  that  aaid  town 
may  be  made  a  port  of  enlrj,  referred    •  1136 
a  bill  from  ihe  Senate  to  ettabliah  the  dic- 
Irict  of,  read  twice,  and  referred              -  1848 
Bloumfield,  Joeeph,  of  Kcw  Jersey,  wai  quali- 
fied, and  took  hi*  aeat    -        .        -        .    701 
remarks  of,  ori  Revolntionary  Penaion  bill  1601. 
Board  of  CommiasioDera  of  tba  Na*y.  on  motion 
of  Hr.  Fuller.tbe  Naval  Committee  were 
ioitructed  to  inquire  into  tbe  expediency 
of  modifying  tba  act  rstabliabing  Ihe       -     892 
report  of  aaid  committee  that  it  is  inexpe- 
dient     8166 

Boden,  Andrew,  of  PennaylTania,  wsa  qnalified, 
and  took  hie  aaal  -  -  -  .  - 
Bond  Creek  ttaline,  Mr.  Mcfican,  of  Eenlncky, 
prnanled  tbe  memorial  of  the  Lagialalnre 
oflllinoia.prajiDgagrant  of  certain  wood- 
lind  for  tba  use  of  the,  referred 
Booge,  Aaron,  idTcrae  report  on  the  petition  of, 

(fur  srinj  chaplain*)       ....   14U 
Bonodariea.  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authoriM 
the  Preaident  to  aaceitain  and  designate 

certain 1833 

twice  read 1837 

laid  on  tbe  labia 18W 


Page. 

of  Diatrieti,  a  bill  to  dengnate  tbe, 

A-C,  twice  read       .....     Ml 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  18S9 

recommitted iSlS 

Boundary  Line,  between  Ohio  and  Michigan,  a 

joihl  resolution  relative  In  the,  twice  read,  I9GS 
reported  without  amendment,  and  laid  on 

the  table 8010 

between   Kentucky   and  Tenneaaea,  paper 
from    the    commissioner!    ippointed    by 
thou)  Slate*  fbr  Ihe  adjustment  of  tbe    .  8467 
Bounty  Land,   Mr.  Walker  submitted  a  reaoln- 

tion  00  the  subject  uf,  referred        -        .    OSl 
a  bill  antboriiing  grsnta  at,  in  certain  caaaa, 

twice  read,  &c 1648 

the  commiltee  to  whom  the  aboia  rcsolntion 
waa  referred  reported  tbe  insipedieocy  of 
granting,  to  sulvtitute*  -        -        -        .  IBIO 
Bowie  &  Knitt,  and  other*,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ale  for  relief  of,  read  twice  and  referred  -  1640 
a  report,  recommending  indefinite  poalpone- 

ment 1B94 

Boyd,   Brigadier   General,  on    motion  of   Mr. 
Btoomfield,    wa*    admitted    within    the 

Hooee 1636 

Braden,  Eliiabelh,  a  hill  lor  relief  of,  twice  read  1676 
read  the  third  lima,  and  paaaed  -        -        -  1677 
Brevard,  Joseph,  of  South  Carolina,  waa  quali- 
fied and  took  his  seat    -        .        -        .    703 
British  Botijccta,  tbe  a|^licatiana  of  the  Britiah 
Minister  in  relstion  to  the  claim*  of,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Rela- 
tione      934 

Brooke,  Major  John,  report  of  the  Becrelary  6i 

War  on  the  petition  of  -        -        -        -948 
Brown,  William,  of  Kentucky,  waa  qualified  and 

took  hie  seat 703 

remarka  of,  on  tbe  Beoate'e  amendmeat*  to 

the  Maine  bill 14OS 

remarks  of,  on  LheSenate's  amendment*  to 

the  military  appropriations      -        -        .  1780 
remarks  of,  on  tbe  bill  relating  lo  the  Dis- 
trict Banka 1886 

Brownatown,  on  motion  of  Mr.    Woodbridge,  a 
commiiiae  wsi  appointed  to  inquire  con- 
cerning ihe  treaty  made  at    -  -     940 
report   of  said   committee   laid  on  the  ta- 

ola 3336,  8480 

Bruce,  Joseph,abiUfbrreliefof,twicaread       -  1698 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  ]SS1 

read  the  third  time,  and  paised  .        -  1833 

Brn^i  Henry,  of  Ohio,  was  qualified  and  took 

biaaest  703 

apeach  of,  on  tbe  nsiy  appropriations  833 
speech  of;  in  reply  to  Mr.  Storn          -        -    888 
remarka  of,  on  ihe  bill  ibr  the  relief  of  Gen- 
eral Wilkinson 1834 

Bryan,  Henry  K.,  of  Tennessat,  wai  qualified 

and  t»ok  hia  seat  -----     T08 
Buck,  C.  N.,  Mr.  Lownde*  presented  a  letter 
from,  in  relation  to  the  Danish  brig  Hen- 
rick,  read  and  referred  -        -        -        -  18S1 
(See  Henrick,  Brig.) 
Buckminsier,  Thomas.    (See  Stiplty,  Blher.) 
Buckner,  Richard.    (See  Jana,  Charkt  &) 
BufTum,  Joseph,  Jr.,  of  Hew  Hampsbtta,  waa 

qailified.&c 7Dt 

Barcb,   Benjamin,   appointed   Auiatant   Door- 
keeper   70S 
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Hoiut  Pncttdi^t  a 


ordered  to  athiTdraidins  -        -        -        -  1S3I 
read  tha  third  lime,  ind  pB«ii9  -        -        -  1831 
Bnrk,  Anlhcmj,  b  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  hein 

of,  raid  twice TT9 

otdeied  ti>  ■  third  icidins  -        -        -        -    650 
reid  the  third  time,  >nd  puud  ■        ■         ■  ies9 
BDrton,  Hutchini  (i^  of  North  Ciiolina,  vri* 

quklified,  &c 702 

ipaech  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulaM  the  eollee- 

tionofdutiei 81G9 

Burwell,  Williua  A.,  of  Virginiei  irti  qualified, 


&e. 


Buiinau  of  the  Seuion,  Mi.  Nelaoo  mo*eJ  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  to   inquire 
into  the,  which  wu  laid  on  the  table      -  1672 
Butler,  Joiiah,  of  New  Kampahire,  wa>  qnalUad, 

&c -     701 

apeech  of.  on  the  approprialioik  for  fditifica- 

-      tioDi 1636 

Bailer,  Tbomai,  of  LoaiMana,  wu  qutMed, 


C. 
Gadet«,  the  Speaker  preaented  a  memoriaJ  of  a 
conimiltea  of  the,  complaining  af  tjran- 
nicat  treatment,  &c.,  referred  -        -        -     798 

a  report  thereon 18?0 

the  report  tecoramittcd      ,        -        .        .  18SS 


1S37 


Cahokii,  a  bill  from  the  Senite  confirming  the 

proceedinga  of  the  inhabitanti  of  -  -  IBIS 
read  twice,  and  reterred  -  -  ■  •  1948 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  (bird  reiding 3009 

read  Ihe  third  time,  and  puied  .        ■        .  2013 
Cain,  Henry,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McLean,  of  Ken- 
tucky,  the    Committee   of  Claima   were 
initnicted  to  inquire  into  the  eipediencj 
of  paying  to,  Ihe  value  of  a  horae  killed 
or  loit  daring  the  late  war,  referred         -    748 
an  adverae  report  thereon  .         -         .         - 
Cellender,  William,  the  Speaker  preiiented  the 

?titionof 1136 
horns*,  the  id*em  report  on  Ihe  peti- 
tion of,  committed  to  the  Cammictee  of 

Ihe  Whole 

Campbell,  John  W.,  of  Ohio,  na»  qualified,  and 

took  bi(  leat 

remarks  of,  on  the  Ceniui  bill- 
on the  bill  laying  diitiei  on  anctioa  aalea    •  S19T 
Cannon,  Newton,  of  Tcnncaiee,  waa  qualified, 


dec. 


703 


lemarka  oi,  on  Ihe  Property  bill  - 

(peech  of,  in  reply  to  Meaars.  JohneoD,  of 
Virginia,  and  Starrs       ....    7S2 

on  the  motion  for  indefinite  poetponement 
of  the  bill  mentioned      ...     760,  774 

remark!  of,  in  explanation  of  an  allueion  by 
Mr.Clay 

■peech  of,  on  the  bill  conceiaiog  the  Mili- 
tary Eitabliihmenl         ....  lG9e 


1S03 


the  military  appro priatione  ...  16It 
on   bia  reaolation   to  aboliih  Ihe   Military 

Academy UW 

on  the  ReTolutionary  Ponaion  bill  -  -  tWl 
on  the  Senate  bill  mpectiog  the  Seminole 

war 1680 

Canton,  on  motion  of  Mi.  Bloan,  the  Commitleo 

on  Public  Landa  wore  inatructed  to  in. 

quire  into  the  ei^teney  of  pranding  for 

Ihe  aale  of  certain  aectbna  of  lasd  in  the 

dietriclof 8W 

a  bill  authoriiing  the  sale  of  tbirteen  aec- 

tion*  in  aaid  diitrici,  read  twice  -  •  19IS 
read  Ihe  tbird  tine,  and  paaaad  -  .  •  1948 
Capitol,  a  bill  making  appropriationa  for  couplet- 

ingrepaireaDthe.finiehingthe  Praaideot'e 

HouHj  Ac,  read  twice  .  .  -  -  876 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  -  DM 
read  the  third  time,  and  puaed  -  -  -  037 
a   bill  making   forther   appropriations   for 

continuing  Ihe  work  upon  Ihe,  and  other 

J nblic  buildings,  read  twice    -        ■        -  1356 
ired  to  a  third  reading  .        -        -        -  1660 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -        -         -  16SS 
tetorned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmeota  1782 
Cerdelli,  Peler,  a  bill  to  eneoarage  certain  inveu- 

tions  at,  read  twice        ....  IS08 
CaiT,  Thomaa,  and  othera,  a  biH  for  the  benedl 


7U 


referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pririte  Land 

Claim*  -         -         -         -         -  -     770 

the  committee  recommend  rejection  -        -  1196 
Carter,  John   D.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice 931 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1807 
read  the  third  time, and  paeied  ...  18Q0 
Cmc,  Walter,  of  New  York,  was  qnaliCed,  and 


>khia< 


701 


Cash  Paymoola,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  pre- 
aented the  petition  of  mcrchanli  of  Balti- 
more praying  tbot,  may  be  required  on 
dutiea,  ic,  referred  .  ■  .  . 
Mr.  WenJoTcr  presented  a  counlei  petition 
from  New  York,  referred        ... 


Caaain,  Mary,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  re- 
lief of   1888 

read  twice,  and  referred     -        .        •        -  1640 

reported  without  amendment      ...  1041 

ordered  to  a  tbird  reading  ....  160B 

read  the  tbird  thne,  and  pasaed         -        -  1701 
Cattine,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of  cer- 
tain perion*  who  have  imported  goods 

into,  twice  read,  and  referred         -        -  850 

reported  without  amendment             -         -  906 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 

Mean* 1718 

reported  with  amendmenta        .        -         -  1738 

ordered  to  a  third  reading                           -  1763 
Cathcart,Jaoie*  Leinder,  report  of  the  Becretaiy 

of  State  on  the  petition  of      -        -         -  733 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of        -  3302 

read  twice,  and  referred     -        -        -         -  2S0S 

reported  without  amendment      -         ■          -  3330 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -         -  3243 


,Gooi^lc 
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Ibiite  Proetedingi  and  IM)aiet. 


PagB. 
Csftliw,  Anthony,  knd  Peter  Pcttit.  •  bill  from 
the  eemta  eonSrinins  lb*  elain  of,  to  • 

tract  of  land 1170 

ttrlc*  read,  and  referred    ■        •        .        ■  isiS 
a  detailed  report,  and  bill  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  ......  mo 

read  tbe  third  time,  and  paaud  -        .        .  1411 
Cenini,  oo  nwlian  of  Mr.  Campbell,  a  commit- 
tee wai  appointed  to  report  a  bill  for  til- 
ing the  fonrlh        Til 

a  bill  BCCDTdingly  twice  read      -        .        .     792 

ordered  to  be  printed         -        -        .        .    gg] 

ordered  to  a  tMid  reading         .        -        .    934 

read  the  third  time,  and  puied         -        -    928 

retnrned  from  the  Senate,  with  amendment*  1596 

coniidaied,  and  concnrred  in      -        -        ■  IS9T 

Central  Bank  of  Gsoigetown  and  WaabingUm, 

Mr.  Snearingen  preaeoted  the  petition  of 

tbe  Preaident  and  Director*  of  the,  referred    676 

(See  DUlrid  Banlu.) 

Chalmer*,  John,  an  adverao  report  on  the  p«ti- 

lion  of -    860 

Cbampfl,  Nathaniel,  and  oihen,  Mr.  Woodbridgi 

preaoDted  the  petition  of,  rehtrrd  - 
Cbanning,  Walter,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of,  tnriee  read  .        -        .        .        . 
read  the  third  time,  and  paHcd  ...  IB07 
Chaplaina,  a  jotQt  reMlntion  from  tbe  Senate  tu 
the  appointment  of,  agreed  to         -        - 
Cbaplaina  in  the  Army,  adrerae  report  on  a  pe- 
tition to  appoint    -        -        -        -        . 
Ghaillan,  Jamei,  jr.,  an  motion  of  Mr.  Floyd,  the 
Committee  of  Waya  and  Meani  were  in- 
etrUEted  lo  inquire  into  tbe  eipediency  of 
granting  further  time  to,  to  diedtarge  a 
judgment  a gainat  him     -        .        -        -  1137 
Cheney,  Beley.    (Sea  HeGrae,  John.) 
Cbeeapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  Mr. 
McLane  eubmitted  a  reaolution  authoiii- 
ing  luhecriptian  10  tbe  alock  of  the,  nega- 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Archer,  the  Preiident'a 
Meaaage  of  ISthJaonary,  lS13,inrda- 
tion  to  tbe,  waa  referred  to  tbeCommitle* 
of  Roada  and  Canal*      -        -        -        . 

Mr.  McLane  preeented  the  petition  of  the, 

reterred 1023 

Chippetr*  Indiana,  a  bill  making  apptopriation* 
lo  carry  iaio  effect  a  treaty  with  tbe,  read 
twice 206S 

ordered  lo  a  third  reeding         -        -        .  S341 

read  the  third  time,  and  jw**ed         -        -  23i6 
Chiiatma*,  Mr,  BloomGeld  o^red  a  joint  leeo- 
lalion,  that  the  two  Houael  adjonin  from 
the  Mtb  iojiUDt  to  the  3d  of  January  next 

tbe  reiolution  conaidered,  and  negatived    - 

Circuit  Couil  of  tbe  Dietrict  of  Columbia,  a  bill 

from  the  Senate  proTiding  Ibr  the  accom- 

aodalion  of  tbe,  twice  read    -        .        - 

the  third  reading  negatived         -         .         . 

Mi.  Waifield  made  an  uniaeceaaful 


I  effect  - 


8Sl 


Civiliialioa  of  tbe  Indiana,  arcpoit  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  of  the  progreea  m»de  nnder 
tbe  act  for  the,  read  -  .  -  - 
the  report  of  the  CommiUee  on  Indian  Af- 
lair*  in  relation  to  the  act  far         -        -  SO09 

Clagett,  CliiUo,  of  New  Hampahiie  waa  qnali- 

16tb  Cor.  Ut  Sesb,— 85 


Clagett,  Clidon — conlintwd.  Page. 

apeach  of,  on  Mr.  Taylor'a  amendment  to 

the  Minonri  bill 1088 

on  the  bill  to  imend  tbe  Revolutionary  Pen- 

eionlaw 17ia 

Clumi,  appointment  of  the  itanding  committee 

of 706 

dticbarge  of  laid  committee  from  all  baaineaa 

not  acted  dq SMI 

Clark,  Robert,  at  New  York  was  qualified,  &c  -     701 
CUrk,  Catharine.     (See  Bickky,  Dmid.) 
Clailon,  Thomaa,*ppointii)eatof,«aDooikeeper    709 
Clay,  Henry,  of  Kentacky,  waa  qualified,  &c.   -     TOS 
election  of,  ai  Speaker      .        -        -        -     70a 
addieu  of,  to  the  Hou*e  on  hi*  election      -    70S 
remark*  of,  on  tbe  Senate  bill  to  provide  ac- 
commodation* for  the  circnit  couil  of  the 
Diatriet  of  Colnmbia      ....    781 
■peechof,  on  the  Navy  appmprialiona      '  -    814 

on  the  Maine  bill 831 

in  reply  lo  Meaira.  Holme*  and  Livermore     886 
repudiating  any  intention  to  connect  the 

caae*  of  Maine  and  Minouri  -  -  -  8iO 
remark!  of,  on  the  Ceniu*  bill  -  -  -  880 
on  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  deaf  and 

dumb 8S3,88> 

on  taking  up  the  appropriation  bill*   -        -  1670 
on  the  bill  conceiuing  the  Military  Eatab- 

lishmenl 1S02 

on  the  Military  epprapriationa     -        -  1611, 1610 
speech  of,  on  the  practice  of  exceeding  ap- 
propriation*, &c  ...        -        -  lest 
intToiluctory.of  raaolutionaietpecling  alien- 
ation of  territory     1719 

lemarki  of,  on  the  Diitrict  bank*        -        -  IBIS 
on  the  reviaion  of  tbe  tariff       •        -        -  1040 
apeecb  of,  on  the  bill  lo  regulate  tbe  collec- 
tion of  duties         .....  11034 

on  the  Loan  bill 3803 

on  hi*  South  American  reaolution*  -  -  33S3 
addrei*  0^  at  the  cloie  of  tbe  aeieion  -  -  3S60 
Gierke,  a  bill  aupplemenUTy  to  the  act  to  regu- 
late and  fix  the  pay  of,  twic«  read  •  •  770 
ordered  lo  a  third  reading  -  .  -  -  830 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaeed  -  -  •  830 
returned  from  the  Henate  with  DD  amend- 

meot.  and  agreed  to  -  -  •  -  897 
a  bill  to  incieaM  the  number  of,  in  the  War 

Deparlment,  read  twice  ...  3178 

ordered  lo  a  third  reading  •        •        •  3!U1 

read  the  third  time,  and  paeaed  -        -        -  3S4S 
Cobb,  'iliomaa  W.,  of  Georgia,  woe  qualified, 

and  took  hi*  aeat 70S 

remark*  of,  on  the  reaolution  concerning  ex- 
ecution* in  the  Army     -        -        -        -     7S8 
on  poilponement  of  the  Property  bill  -        •    700 
on  the  bill  to  provide  accommadatiooe  for 
the  circuit  court  of  Ibe  Diitrict  of  Colum- 
bia   781,783 

on  the  reaolution  to  (bnn  a  lerrilorial  gov. 

emmenl  in  the  Diitrict  of  Columbia  -  7ST 
on   Mr.   Slrolber'i   reaolution    concerning 

financca 81» 

apeecb  of,  on  tbe  appropriation  for  holding 

a  treaty  with  tbe  Indian*        -        -        -  1013 

remtrka  of,  on  (he  relief  bill  for  Savannah  18M 

on  the  District  Bank  bill   •        ■        -        •  1838 

apeecb  of,  on  hii  reeolation  to  amend  tbe 

Conatitnlion I8*» 
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Cocke,  John,  of  Tenneuaa,  wuqaalified,  dec.  •    701 
niDtTki  of,  on  the  Seneti'i  unaDdnieiiU  to 

Ihe  miliUrj  eppropiiitioni     -        -        -  ITM 
on  lb*  bill  for  relief  of  General  Willtinmn  -  ie3C 
on  the  bill  Teaprcting;  auction  lalu    '        -  3194 
Cod&iherj,  Hr.  SUebM  preiented  the  peUtion  of 
■undly  p«none  engaged  in  Ibe,  prajiog 
exemption  from  militia  duty,  refecred      ••  11S6 
CofliD,  Wiliiam,  and  other*,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Folger,   the   Committee    of  Wa;a    and 
Ueana  were  inatracted  to  inqoire  into  tbe 
expediency  of  granting  dnnback  to        •    713 
abitlfor  relief  of,  rew)  twice       -        -        -    6S0 
orderwl  to  a  thin)  reading  -        -        -  1807 

read  the  third  time,  and  paued  •        -        -  1S08 
Columbian  Inititnle,  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  Ihe, 

read  twice 897 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -  1881 

read  the  third  lime.mnd  puaed  •        •        -  I8» 
Oolnmbai,  Ohio,  on  motion  of  Hr.  Roaa,  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee  wen  inatracted  to  in- 
qaira  into  the  eipedieney  of  aathoiiiing 
die  Federal  eourta  of  the  aute   to  be 

held  at 1170 

a  bill  la  that  eSecl  read  three   timei,  and 
puied  -----.-  14GS 

Oonunerce,  appointment  of  the  alanding  com- 
miltee  of       -----        • 

diichmrge  of  Mid  committee  from  all  lubjecla 
before  them  ------  SS46 

Commimrj  General  of  PnrchaKi,  copieiof  con- 

tracU  made  by,  reported  -         -  -  1S3T 

Compact  between  Kantncky  and  Tenneaiee,  Mr. 
Robertion  aubmitted   a  joiol   reaolution 
giving  the  consent  of  Congrew  to  the, 
read  twice      -.--.. 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        -        .  1848 
read  the  third  time,  and  niaaed  -        -        -  1861 
Conpeniation  of  Manhali,  ulerka,  dtc,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Edwarda,  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee were  inatmcled  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  or  repealing  the 

act  to  lenen  the 881 

Congreai,  a  joint  reaolution   from   the  Senate 

filing  a  day  for  adjournment  of      '        •  1897 

read  twice 1701 

lefetred  to  a  committee      -        .        .        .  1790 
reported  with  an   amendment,  filing   the 

IBth  May 3181 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaeil  with  the 

amendment  -.--..  3181 
a  UU  to  fix  tbe  time  for  the  next  meetingof, 

twice  rend SSSI 

read  tbe  third  time,  and  puaed  -        -        -  S32S 
Cooitilution,  Mr.  Baldwin  ai^mitted   a  reaolu- 
tion to  amend  the,  twice  read         •        -  1093 
Contingent  eipeniea  of  theHouaa,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Randolph,  tbe  Clerk  waa  directed  to 
prepare  a  itatement  of  tbe  antinai  unouot 

of,  Ac. 146B 

report  of  the  Committee  of  Expenditurei  of 
the  iUma  charged  to  -  -  -  -  1863 
(Bae  Bxptniitvntfor  tkt  Burnt  of  Rtp- 
raenlativet.) 
Contingent  Fund,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fool,  tbe 
Committee  on  Public  Expenditorea  wets 
inatmcted  to  inquire  into  and  report  the 
amount  charged  to  d»  -  -        •    7S0 


Pege. 
Contract!,  Mr.  Phetpa  anbmitted  a  reaolution  re- 
quiring the  Poitmaaler  QetMral  to  repen 
annually  all,  made  for  truuportalion  of 

the  mail 910 

1  motion  of  Hr.  Cocke,  tbe  Becretar;  of 
War  waa  dlreelad  to  report  eofiM  of  all, 
made  tor  proTiaion*        ....  |T13 
CoDTerae,  Daniel,  a  bill  for  the  rdief  of;  lwic« 

read iS6S 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        •        •  18S1 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -        •        .  1839 
Cook,  Daniel  P.,  of  Illinoia,  waa  qualified,  Ac  -     70S 
apeech  of,  on  the  raaolntjon  for  territorial 

government  in  thaDiatriet  of  Colnmbia  •  798 
on  hia  reaolution  relating  to  a  weatem  depot  866 
on  the  reaolution  to  print  tbe  Joumali  of 

the  old  Congreia lOSI 

on  the  Hiaaouri  bill 10*1 

remarka  of,  on  hia  reaohilioo  reapecliog  the 

Weitern  road 1331 

apeech  of,  on  hia  reaolution  reapecting  land 

bounty  certiEcatea  .        -        .        -  if  89 

remtrka  of,  on  the  Diatriet  Bank  bill  -        -  1830 
Cooper,  Ephriim,  the  Speaker  preaented  a  peti- 

tiou  of,  relating  to  the  ailkworm,  rabrrcd  939 
Corcoran,  Thomat  (See  Beatli/,  Chatk*  .4.) 
Cotton,  Woollen,  and  Iron,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Overatreet,  the  Becretary  of  the  Treaaurj 
waa  directed  to  inform  the  Hooae  what 
deduction  it  would  make,  in  hia  ODJnioH. 
in  the  revenue,  to  prohibtl  the  i 


a  letter  tiam  the  Secretary  in  re[riy    ' 


■     849 
-  1023 


Cratti,  Samuel  C, 

and  look  hii  aeit  -         .        .         -        .    701 

Cravat,  Richard.    (See  MeGrew,  Juha.') 

Crawford,  Joel,  of  Georgia,  wai  qualified,  &c  -     70t 

Credit  on  Duliea,  on  metian  of  Mr.  Trimble,  the 
Committee  ofWaya  and  Meana  were  in- 
Btructed  to  inquire  into  the  eipedieoey  of 
repealing  all  lawa  allowing  a  -        -     744 

(See  Intpartt,  4^.) 

Creek  and  Cherokee  Indiana,  a  Meaaage  from 
the  Preaident  recommending  an  appropri- 
ation adequate  to  the  expenaeaora  treaty 

with  the 1643 

the  Speaker  preaented  the  remonatranee  and 
proleat  of  the  Legialature  of  Georgia,  in 
relation  to  treatiea  with  tbe    -  -   1677 

Crook,  Peter.     (See  Ntwom,  JiwAuo.) 

Croweil,  John,  of  Alabama,  produced  bia  creden- 
tial!, and  took  hia  aeat  -        •        -        -     7S6 

Cue,  Robert.    (Bee  JoeAaon,  Otvrgt.) 

Culbietfa,  Thomaa,  of  Maryland,  waa  qualified, 

and  took  hia  aeat  -        -        .        -        .    701 
remarka  of,  on  tbe  UU  for  relief  of  General 
Wilkinaon 1836 

Culpeper,  John,  of  North  Carolina,  waa  quali- 
fied, *c.        709 

remark*  of,  on  tbe  Senate'i  amendment  to 

the  Maine  bill  -  •  -  -  140(t,  1453 
on  tbe  Revotntionaiy  Penaion  bill  •  -  1664 
on  the  Diatriet  Banka  bill  -        -        -  ISitS 

Cnmberiand  Road,  a  atatement  from  tbe  Becra- 
tary  of  the  Treaaury  of  the  annual  oipen- 


n  the 
II  concerning  the,  read 


.  1643 
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Hoate  ProBUdinff*  imii  Dtbatti. 


CwBberliiid  Romd— coDtinued.  Pige. 

m  Mcond  leading  being  poatponed,  Hr.  Btr- 

bour  moTed  iu  rejectioD         -        -        -  1653 
TMd  a  Mcond  tinM    -----  less 
Cnnvney.  ■  comgsanicaCion  from  the  SecreUiy 

of  the  TreMury  ihowiDg  the  i>Ut«  o(  the  33M 
Coahmall,  Jtwbo*,  of  Msiuehawtti,  wu  qotli- 


■peech  of,  on  iha  MUaonri  bill  - 
on  the  RaratutiDnuy  PeniioD  bill 
on   Mr.  Cobb'i  amendment   to  the  Conati- 


modilM,  a 


Conmittae  were  initTDctfd  to  inqtiiie 
into  the  eipediency  of  malting  fOitbor 
proTiaioa  lor  the,  at  anit  of  the  United 

Btotea 

Caatoma,  Mr.  San jer  anbniUcd  a  naotnlion  fin 
a  MmmitiM  la  inqoin  into  the  eipedi- 

Lof  aboliabing  certain  offieaa  of  the  •  I 
I,  and  agreed  to    -  -        -  1 

Cnthbert,  Jehu  A.,  of  Georgia,   waa  qoaliSed, 
and  look  hi*  aeat  -        -        -        -        - 
lenarka  0^  introdocing  a  raaolntion  mpeet- 
ing  the  alave  trade         -        -        -        . 
•peech  of.  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  the  Saian- 


Dariington,  William,  of  FennijiTaoia,  iraa  qnal- 

ified,  and  took  hia  Mat  -  -        -    701 

remarka  of,  on  his  reaolation  to  relrocede 

the  Uiatricl  of  Columbia         -  -  -     878 

■peech  of,  on  the  Miaaouri  bdl    -  -  1373 

Darvidaon,  William, of  North  Carolinn,  wuquit- 

ified,  and  took  hia  aeat  ■        .        ■        -     704 
Deaf  and  Dumb,  Mr.  Mciga  preaented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  New  York  inatitution  for  the, 
praying  a  donation  of  land,  referred       -     710 
a  iU[  granting  a  loimahip  for  benefil  of  the, 

lead  twice     .-.---     801 
the  firat  lectioQ  stniclE  ont,  and  bill  rejected    891 
DeCMtnr,  Commodore   Stephen,   Mr.  Ratidolph 
moTcd  certain  reaolution*  of  reapact  to 
the  memoiy  of,  which,  being  objected  to, 
wera  withdrawn 1670 


wheivnpoD  Mr.  Holmaa   mored  an  ad- 
jonmment,  which  waa  carried  •  1676 

Deficiencj,  the  Speabr  preaented  a  letter  from 
the  BeaetafT  of  the  Navy,  atating  that  a 
oonaidarable,  exiata  in  the  appropriatiena 
of  the  pieeent  year,  for  rapport  of  Iha 
NaTal  EatabliihAent,  referred  -  -  733 
Deliale,  Anthonj,  E.  B.  Dudley,  and  John  M. 
Tan  Cleef,  a  bill  from  the  Sonata  for  1 

lief  of 

twice  read,  and  relerred    .        .        . 
Nported  without  amendiaaDt     - 
ordered  to  a  ihiril  reading 
Mad  ■  third  time,  and  recommitted    - 
reported  with  amendmeati,  and  ordered 

a  third  reading      .        -        .        , 
read  the  third  lime,  and  paaaed  - 
DeBniaan,  George,  of  Pennajlfania,  waa  qoall- 

Denlon,  Little,  tc  Co.,  and  Hatmaa  Handricka, 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read  -        •        - 


1718 


Denton,  Little,  it  Co.— eoDtfnacd.  Page, 

bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading     -  -    733 

read  the  Ibird  time,  and  paased  -  -     788 

Department  of  Indian  Aflaira,  on  motion  of  Hr. 
Cocke,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treanry  waa 
directed  to  report  the  receipts  and  expen- 

ditnrsaofthe 1810 

report  of  that  officer  in  reply      -        -        -  3178 
Depnty  Sarrsyan,  a  bill  regulating  the  manner 

of  sUting  the  accounU  of,  twice  read       -  1G9S 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .  I89S 

read  the  third  lime, and  paiead  ...  igi2 
Dealonde,  Rosalie  P.,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  fbr 

relief  of ISSS 

twice  read,  and  referred  -  -  -  .  lUO 
the  committee  recommend  indeAnite  post- 

ponameat -  170O 

Detroit,  Mr.  Woodbridge  presented  the  petitimi 
of  asndry  inhalalanla  of  Michigan,  cont- 
plaioing  of  Biitiab  violation*  of  the  term* 
of  aurrandar  of,  relerred  .        .        -    930 

a  bill  to  revire  the  powers  of  ths  comois- 
sionen  for  the  district  of,  twice  read,  and 

ra&rred 118> 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  of  the  aama  tenor, 

twice  read 9181 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -  nW 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ■  ■  ■  SS07 
a  bill  to  annex  certain  lands  to  the  district 

of,  twice  read 1819 

read  the  third  tiiiie,and  paaaed  -        -        •  ISftl 
Dewitt,  Jacob  H.,  of  New  York,  was  qu^fied 

and  took  his  seat 701 

Dickinson,  John  D.,  of  New  York,  wa*  qualified 

and  took  bia  aeat 701 

Diacriminating  Duties,  Mr.  Meiga  presented  a 
memorial  from  meicbanta  of  New  York, 
on  the  aubjeet  of,  referred  •        •    7»1 

copy  of  the  said  memorial  -  3S31,  2386 

District  Banka,  report  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Diatriet  of  Columbja  00  the  reapectiTe 
memoriala  of  the  seveml         ...  104S 
a  lull  respecting  the,  read  twice        .        .  1819 
read  the  third  lime,  and  paaaad        -        •  1883 
retained  fiom  the  Senate  with  amendmenta  S093 
comddered  and  igieed  to   -        •        •        •  S140 
District  of  Cotnmbia,  appointment  of  the  aiaud- 

ing  committee  on  the    ■        .        -        .    70S 
Mr.  Kent  aubmitted  a  reaolution  anlhoriiing 
a  Delegate  in  Congreaa  from  the,  which 
waa  negatived        .....    830 
Mr.  Archer   submitted   aandry  reeolntions 

relating  to  the 830 

laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed  B3S 
conaidered  and  respectively  agreed  to  -  937 
Mr.  Smith,  of  New  Jersey,  alao  aubmitted 

reaolotioDa  reapecllog  the,  referred         -  1264 
a  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  holding  the  cir- 
cuit court  in,  twice  reed         -        -         •  1807 
another  bill  to  enable  the  inhabitants  of,  to 
form  a  frame  of  goTerament,  read  twice  1888 
District  Tonnage,  antinal  statement  of  the        -    845 
DiTiaion  and  redaction  in  price  of  landa,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Roaa,  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Landa  were  inatrnctad  to  inquire  into 


of  a 


789 


Dix,  John  A.,i 
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Ihutt  ProcMdwy*  and  DAatet, 


Dii,  John  A. — cootiniied.  Page- 

tnllrapoited  without  tmendmcnt        -        •  1047 

ordcrod  to  ■  thin)  raadiDB         ...  1997 

read  lb  a  third  time,  and  puicd        -        -  1701 

DabMn,  Thomu  A  Bon,  Mi.  S«rgcuit  preieatcd 

(he  petition  of,  referred  .        -        .        - 

(See  Printeri  a/boo/u.) 

Docomenti,  Hr.   Shaw  lubmitted  a  roolalion 

aDthoriiing  the  traniminion  of  eeitain, 

free  of  pottage,  read  tnice,  and  referred  - 

reported  wilboul  amendmenttread  the  third 


a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  Uie  **me  eflect, 
read  three  times,  and  paned 
Domettic  Manubcturea,  on  modon  of  Mr.  Strang 
a  eommittee  wa*  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  eipediene;  of  fumiihing  the  Arm;, 
Navf,  and  Indian  Department  with  clodi- 


7M 


ingof   . 


SGO 


(See  Army — biltfrom  the,Senait.) 
the  memorial  of  the  ConTention  at  New 

York  prajing  protection  of    -        -        -  8286 
the  memorial  of  the  American  aociet;  liir 

the  eneaaragement  of   -        -        -        -  3393 
the  memorial  of  citiiena  of  Middletonn,  Con- 
necticut, praying  protection  of  -  3307 
the  memoriBt  of  the  Society  of  Papermakeri 
of  PenHiyiiinia  and  Delaware,  making 

the  aime  prayer 3337 

DMgherty,  Thomia,  appointment  of,  aa  Clerk  of 

theHouaeof  BepreaenUtiiea-        -        -    703 
Dowae,  Edward,  of  MaaaocboMtta,  waa  quali 


701 


Dnwback,  Hr.  Trimble  aubmitted  a  reaolntioQ 
ioatrncling  the  Cominitteeof  Waya  and 
Mean*  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
repaaliug  the  lawa  allowing  a         -        -    744 

Dndtey,  E.  B.     (See  DeluU,  Anthony.') 

Dodling,  Mr.  Foot  aubmitted  reaotationa  on  the 

■abject  of,  referred  -        .        .        .     B30 

tepoil  of  the  committee  that  legiatatioa  on 
the  lubjeat  wai  inexpedient   -        -        -  1630 

Ihuin,  Thomai,  appointment  of,  ae  Sergeant-at- 

Arma 703 

Dntiea  and  Drawback!,  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treaaury,  with  attlemanta  of,  for 
the  yeara  1816  and  1617,  raad,  and  laid 
on  the  Uble 645 

Daliee  on  Herchandiie  imported,  a  bill  regnlal- 

ing  the  payment  of,  read  twice       -        -    934 
copy  of  the  remonatrance  of  the  Virginia 

A  gricnltural  Society  againet  in  create  of  -  83M 
a  petition  of  the  raerduinla  of  Baltimore, 
praying  tbat  eaah  pajmenta  of,  may  be  re- 
quired  •         •  ....  S300 
nmonatrance  of  merchanU  of  New  York 
aguoat  caah  paymenta  of       -        •        •  33118 


for  the  relief  of,  reed  twice 


■  IG74 


Batle,  Eliaa,  of  South  Carolina,  waa  qualified, 

and  took  bit  teat  -      .  -  -        •     717 

Earle,  Eliaa.     (See  Jahtuon,J<iiui,and^htrt.) 

Eddy,  NaUiaaie),  of  Rhode  Inland,  wat  qnali' 

fied,  &c 701 

Edwardt,  Henry  W.,  of  Connecticut,  waa  quali- 
fied, Ac 701 

^aech  o(  on  the  Miaaoori  bill    -        -        •  1440 


Edwarda,  Samuel,  of  PenaaylTanin,  waa  qoali- 

Ged,  dtc- 701 

Edwarda,  Weldon  N.,  of  North  Carolina,  waa 

qualified 719 

BIcctiona,  appointment  of  tbo  aianding  eoannit- 

teeof 705 

Electiont  and  Retumt  of  RepreeentatiTea,  on 
motion  of  Hr.  Foot,  the  Judiciary  Cont' 
mittee  were  initructed  10  inquire  into  the 
eipediency  of  regulating  by  law  the        -     9>8 

Elaetora  of  Preiident  and  Vice  Preaident,  a  joint 
retolution  from  the  Senate  to  amend  the 
Conttttntion  aa  it  reepectt  the  choice  o^ 
read  twice,  and  commiltrd  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  atale  of  the 

Union 9W 

the  taid  committee  reported  agreement      •  1091 

Elliott,  JoDBthan.     iBee  Lata,  John. ) 

Engineer  and  Ordnance  Department,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Tracy,  the  Preaident  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  waa  requetted  lo  cauae  to  be 
laid  before  the  Haute  a  tlatement  show- 
ing the  contract  made  by  the,  dec  -        -    BSD 

Enrolling  and  Licenaiog  Ships,  dec,  a  bill  for,  to 
be  employed  in  tbe  coasting  trade  and 
fiaherisa,  read  twice        ....  I7S3 

Entry  of  Merchandiic,  a  bill  further  to  regulate 

the,  read  twice 1678 

Erie,  (he  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the 
petition  of  the  inhtbilanta  of  tbe  borough 
of,  and  tbe  report  of  the  Secretary  of  tbe 
Na«y,  in  relation  to  the  ioiprovetnent  of 
the  bsrbor  of  aaid  place,  were  dtscbaiged 
from  the  further  conaideration  of  (he  sub- 
ject         1660 

Errin,  Jamet^  of  Booth  Carolina,  wat  qualified, 

and  took  hit  seat  -        .        -        .        .    733 
■peadi  of,  on  hie  Manaolenm  reaolutiont    .  1793 

Etenbeck,  William,  report  of  the  Secretary  of 

War  on  the  petition  of  -        -        .        ■  1663 

Ettimatet,  of  public  revenue  and  eipeoaes         •     73S 
of  public  ripenaea 793 

Elecutiont  in  tbe  Army,  Mr.  Williama,  of  North 

Carolina,  submiLtrd  a  resolution  of  inquiry 

into  tbe,  Ac,,  in  the  year  1815,  contrary 

to  law    -        -         .        -        -        -         -     787 

agreed   to,  and  a  committee  appointed  to 

Geaant  the  same  to  tbe  Prraiilent  -        -     739 
essage  from  the  Pretidcnl,  with  docu. 
mentt,  in  reply      .        -        .        .        .    ggs 
(See  King,  Cohnel  WiUiam,') 
Expenditures  in  the  several  Departmenta,  ap- 
pointment of  tbe  standing  committee  on     706 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Foot,  tbe  said  committee 
were  inttiacted  to  inquire  whether  the, 
may  not  be  diminitbed  ....    750 
eerltln  documents  io  relation  lo,  in  the  Navy 

Dppsrtment IMO.SSSe 

in  tbe  Houte  of  Repretentatirea  tha  Speak- 

er*t  accounta  of,  appiaved       ...  3S41 
discharge  of  the  committee  on.  in  (he  War 

Department -  3848 

Extra  BcrTicea,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  the 
Committee  of  Acconnt*  were  iottrucled 
to  make  tbe  same  allowance  for,  aa  at  last 

aeation 8831 

F. 
Palr&i,  Wilton  M.  C.    (See  Cadttt.) 
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Tmj,  JohD,  of  Naw  Yoik,  wu  qnmlifiad,  &c.     -    701 
FcM,  report  of  tba  CommitiM  oa  the  Dutrict  of 
Colnmbii  of  attonieji',  clerks'  tnd  mar- 

■haU' 1674 

a  bill  (Tom  ibe  Senate  to  regalata  the,  of  the 
clerk  ind  manbal  of  Loaudana  read  twicr, 
aod  raferrad  •.----  11 7S 
npoited  withoat  amciidmeDt     •        -        -  3S3D 
Fm«  of  Office,  the  Speaker  prwanlad  a  achedule 
of  the,  prepared  sod  tranunitted  tnr  the 
judgea  of  Mreral  diilriclt        ...    712 
the  Speaker  pmeiiteilaiinilarachediilei  718,749, 
7aO,  B3D,  877,  Oil 
Mr.  Sergeant  preaeoted  a  iimilar  ichednle 
lor  Peannlvania  -        .        -        .        •  1511 
Fiald  Serrica,   Police,  Ae^  on  notion   of  Mr. 
Smjth,  the  Secistaiy  of  War  wai  direet- 
ed  to  prepare  and  report,  at  oeit  asaiioii 
of  CoDgroH,  a  ijilem  of        -        -        -    7fi0 
FinancM,  report  of  the  Seeietary  of  llie  Tteai- 

nij  on  the 719 

Mr.  Strother  mbmitted  aaodry  lewlutiona 

of  inquirjt  reipecting  the  -  -  -  91S 
the  three  Grtt  agreed  to,  and  refurred  to  the 

SecielaiyoftheTreaaai?       -        •        -     918 
tile  fonrih  teeolation  negatived  -        -        -     930 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treuurj, 
with  iDch  information  as  he  i*  able  to  far- 

nieh  in  reply 1046 

Fine*,  Penaltiei,  ftc,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Kent, 
the  Secietar;  of  the  Treaaoiy  waa  directed 
to  report  the  amoont  of,  levied  and  col- 
lecUd  by  the  Ckcoit  Court  of  the  Dieliict 

of  Columbia,  dDC 983 

a  letter  containing  the  iafbnnatiDn  daiired  1696 
Fiona]',  Elkanah,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read  1774 
ordered  to  a  third  reading-        -        -        -1807 
read  the  third  time,  and  paiaed  -        -        -  1809 
Fire  at  Bavannah,  a  bill  &om  tbe  Senate  for  re- 
lief of  certain  anflcren  by  the  recent      -  1697 
twice  read  and  referred      -        -        -        -  1701 
reported  with  amendmenli,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading 1806 

read  Uie  third  time,  ^ni  paaaed  aa  amended  1807 
FLaher,  Charles,  of  Hoilh  Carolina,  wa*  quali- 
fied, du.        70S 

■peMh  of,  on  the  Senate  amendments  to  the 
military  appropriationa  -        -        -        -  1784 
Flood,  Martha,  a  biU  Dm  relief  of,  twice  read    -    031 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        .  1807 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -        -        -  1809 
Florida,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Raid,  the  Preaident 
w«B  requested  to  imparl  audi  information 
■*  ha  may  deem  proper,  on  the  anbject  of 
the  Uealy  for 1461 

•  Meaaage  from  the  President,  with  a  report 
Irom  the  Secretary  of  Bute,  in  reply       -  1617 

•  bill  to  authoriia  and  request  tbe  PrMdenI 
to  take  poawaaion  ol,  twice  read,  and  com- 
mitted   1618 

Floyd,  John,  of  Virginia,  waa  qualified,  &c  -  703 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolationa  concerning 

eiecDlioni  in  the  Army  ...  7M 
on  tbe  deficiency  in  Navy  appropriationa  -  788 
on  hia  resolution  of  inquiry  concerniog  the 

Bpaniah  Treaty 948 

speech  of,  on  hia  reaolntion  to  reduce  the 

Amy 8148 


Pag^ 
Folger,  Walter,  junior,  of  Masaachasetta  waa 

qualified,  Ac 701 

Foot,  Samuel  A.,  of  CgnoeclicHt,  wbb  qnalified  701 
remarks  of,  on  tbe  Navy  appropriationa,  -  SS8 
OB  the  bill  for  tbe  benefit  of  Ibe  deaf  and 

dumb 9SS 

on  bis  leaolation  respecting  elavery  in  the 

Territories 1171 

on  the  military  appropriationa    .        .        -  1607 
speech  ot,  on  the  bill  far  the  relief  of  Deliale 
and  olhats     ......  17DS 

on  tbe  bill  concerning  tbe  infierers  at  Ss- 

lannab ISM 

on  the  District  Banks  bill  -        .        -        .  I8» 
on  thorerision  of  the  Uriflf  -  S19S 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  respecting  sales  «l 

auction 3107 

Ford,  WillUm  D^  of  New  York,  was  quslifiad  -  701 
remarks  of,  on  tbe  bill  to  impose  a  du^  on 

auction  aaies 319S 

FoieigD  Affain,  sppointmentefa  select  commit- 

mitteeon 707 

(he  committee  diwharged           -        .        .  3S4t 
Foreign  Armed  Vessela,  a  hill  deaignaling  tbe 
ports  witbin  which,  may  be  permitted  to  en- 
ter read  twice 146S 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        _  SS4I 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        -  3S4S 
returned  from  tba  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  cancurred  in  -        -        .        .        -  IKHT 
Foreign  Coins,  on  rootioD  of  Mr.  Whitman,  a 
conmittoe  was  appointed  to  considar  the 
snbject  of  the  currency  of      -        -        -    B08 
Foreign  Commerce,  a  bill  fiom  tbe  Banate  to  pro- 
vide for  obtaining  accnrate  statements  of 
the,  of  the  United  Sutea,  read  twice  and 

reCisrred -    877 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -----     080 
read  the  third  time,  end  passed          -        -  I0t> 
Foreign  cotton  and  woollen  bbriea  and  iron,  a 
letter  and  statement  fitim  the  Seeretaiy  of 
the  Treasury  showing  tbe  effect  of  a  pro- 
hibition of     384S 

Forfeiture,  on  motion  of  Hr.Hendricks  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  were  initmcted 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amend- 
ii^  the  law  of,  in  favor  of  the  actual  set- 
tler and  cnltivator          -        .        .        .    77s 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  fnither  to  extend  the 
time  for  sale  or,  on  &iliire  of  payment, 
read  twice,  andreferred           ...  ms 
reported  without  amendment     -        .        -  16S0 
ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  iqm 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     ...  itoo 
Forman,  Wm.  Gordon.     (See /tunt,  ./eremMA.) 
Forreat,  Thomas,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified    701 
speech  o^  on  tbe  Miaonri  bill    -                 -  lOH 
FortiflMtiona,  appMnlment  of  a  standing  com- 
mittee on       707 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Shaw  a  committaa  w«a 
appointed  to  request  of  the  President  an 
account  of  tbe  eipenditure  nf  the  aeveia] 
appropriations  for,  from  1816  to  ISIU,  in- 
doeive,  dte.  ......    7fi6 

a  message,  with  m  report  <rom  tl 
of  War  in  r^ly    - 
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iJbuM  Pnouding*  amd  Dibatet. 


FoitifiatiiHia— continnsd.  Pige- 

on aotiOD  of  Mi.  Cocka,  ths  Sacieluy  of 
Wu  WH  direcud  to  report  copiM  i^  ail  j 

oonlitct*  mwle  (ur  building,  Ae.  -  IBM 

latter  &om  the  Secretary  of  Wtr  in  »plj  •  1761 
niport  of  Iha  committoe  on         .        -        .  ]961 
Parti  and  Aneual*,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pinckmj, 
a  coamittea  waa  appointed  to  inquire  into 
tba   expediency   i^  reatoiing  to   all  thu 
Statea  the  juriidiclion   of  tbe   territory 
ceded  to  them  for  ....  104S 

a  bill  to  reitore  juriidiction,  dec,  read  twice  1G73 
FtaBda,  Tench,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the . 

relief  of  the  legal  repreMiitati*ei  of        -  1807 
read  twice,  and  raferreid    .        .        ■        -  1808 
reported  wiUiont  amendment    ...  1B09 
read  the  third  time,  and  paiMd  .        -         .  234S 
FrankiDg  Privilege,  on  motion  of  Mi.  LiTeimore, 
(he  Committee  on  the  Poat  Office,  dtc, 
were  initracted  to  mquire  whether  any 
altentioiuware  neceetary  in  the  law  giv- 
ing  the,   to  memberc  and   delegate!  of 
Uongrtti       ......     936 

Fnuei,  Angua  O.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice  1S18 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  igaj 

read  the  third  time,  and  pa^ed  -  18S2 

relarned  froa  the  Senate  with  smendmenta, 

•od  concvred  in  -        -        -        -        -  2813 

Preneh  Ship*  and  Veuela,  a  Mil  to  im}MM 

DOW  tonnage  daty  oo,  read  twioe  -        -  1330 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -        -  3346 

Froneh  Bpoliationa  prior  to  1800,  Ui.  Pbehney 
preHDted  a  memorial  praying  inderaniS- 
eaiion  for,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
Flow,  Archibald,  on  moUon  of  Mr.  Davidaon,  the 
Commitlae  of  Waya  and  Maaoa  were  in- 
■trndod  u  inquiie  into  the  w^pedieney  of 

lectiont  of  direct  tax,  referred 
an  adTcrae  report  thereon  coacurred  in 

FogitiTe  Slaiea,  a  leaolntioo  inbinitted  bj  Mr. 
Pindall  concerning,  waa  reftrred  to  the 
Socrataiy  of  the  Treaiury      -        -        -1717 

Fuller,  Timothy,  of  Maaiachiuottii,  wu  qaali 

apeech  of,  on  the  Hiaaouri  bill  '        •        -  1466 
on  hie  motion  coQcemingpriTate  land  daimi  1740 
remarka  of,  OD  the  bill  to  laya  dutyon  auc- 
tion lalea      ai97 

on  the  Loan  bill 3303 

FoUerton,  SaTid,  of  PenniTliania,  waa  quali- 
fied, dtc.       

Pui  Trade,  Mr.  Cocke  lubmitted  a  reaolutijo  on 
the  lubject  of,  which,  being  coniidered, 

Funitura,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Korth 
Catolina,  the  Doorkeeper  waa  directed  to 
diapoee  of  the,  uaed  by  the  Hooae  in  the 
building  in  which  it  lately  aat 


Qinaral  Armatrong,  Brig,  adTorao  report  oo  the 

JBtition  of  the  crew  of  -        -        -        -  li 
Officenand  their  Staff;  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Cocke,  tht  Secretary  of  War  waa  directed 
to  report  the  eumi  of  money  annaall  j  paid 


BSl 


Oalei  dt  Sealon,  Mr.Bandolph  lubmittad  a  rea- 
(datian  to  eiclade,  from  the  Hotiae,  aa 

Beporten 16B4 

after  debate  it  waa  nagalived,  by  yeaa  and 

naja 18» 

aa  uplanatioa  of  the  difficult;  with  Mr. 
BandidphbyCnate)        .        -        -        .  169S 
OanMU,  Bobart  8^  of  Virginia, 
and  took  bia  aaat  - 


General  Poat  OfSee,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treaiury,  in  relation  to  the  fiacal 

cencemeofthe ItM 

a  bill  to  proTide  fbr  repaidng  the  roof  of  the, 

read  twice 1B71 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  .         .        -  SMS 
Oaneaee  Bifer,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Allen,  of  New 
YoA,  tbe  Committee  of  Commerce,  dCc, 
were  ioatiucted  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  eitabliahing  a  lightbonio  at  the 

month  of  the 1696 

Oeorgie,  on  motiDn  of  Mr.  Crawibrd,  die  aaue 
committee  were  initructcd  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  giving  the   aaerat  of 
Congreae  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  -        -  1463 
bill  from  the  Senate  to  that  eff^ecl,  read 

twice,  dtc. 18S0 

Ghent,  Mr.  Strong  lubtaitlad   a  reaolution  of 
inquiry  concerning  certain  articlea  of  the 

Treaty  of 1817 

Ood&ey,  Gabriel,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

relief  of,  read  twice,  and  referred  ~  -  16SS 
the  commitue  recommend  indefinite  poat- 

ponemenl 1641 

Ooetz,  Frederick,  and  Carl  W.  Waatphal,  and 
the  heire  of  Abraham  Neppea,  a  bill  from 
tbe  Senate  ibr  the  relief  of     •        -        .  1676 
read  twice,  and  referred    -         -        -        •  1689 
the  cwnoiittee  recommaod  indefinite  poat- 
ponement     ■■-...  ig4i 
Gooding,  John,  and  Jamee  WilUam^  a  bill  fin 

the  relief  of,  read  twice  -         -        -    718 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     733 

on  a  third  reading  rejected         ...    739 

« motion  to  reconiider  rejected  -        .        .    740 

Goremment,  a  bill  making  ippropiiationa  (or  the 

•upport  of,  for  the  year  1830,  read  twice  14M 
ordored  to  a  third  reading  -        -  1649 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  ...  I6fi0 
retumad  from  the  Senate  with  ameadmMili  1783 
aome  amendmenta  agreed  to,  and  otheradia- 

'  agreed  to 1793 

(See  Sleeit,  John,  (or  oinendmeula  dU- 

agreed  to — the  aame  being  proTided 

for  by  the  Houae  in  a  aeparate  Ull.) 

a  bill  in  addilioii  to  the  act  making  ippto- 

priationa,  dec,  read  twice  ...  SSSO 
read  the  thud  time,  and  paaaed  ...  3231 
retumed  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  concurred  in SUS 

Great  Sodna  Bay,  on  moliai)  of  Mr.  Allen,  of 

New  York,  the  Committee  of  Commerce, 

Ac,  were  inetructed  to  inquire  into  the 

eipadieney  of  making,  a  pott  of  entrr    -    UO 

Green,  Berryman,  adminiatralor  of  Samuel  Eer- 

by,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice  -  14M 
ordered  to  he  on  the  table  -        -        -  IBSl 

Oreer,  Jenea,  •  raportfrom  the  Secretary  of  War 

on  the  petition  of  -        -  -        •  INO 

Groaa,  Samuel,  of  Pennaylvauia,  waa  qnalifiad, 

and  took  hia  aeat   -        -        -        .        •    701 
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OrOM,  BuDnel — continued.  Page. 

r«maAi  of,  mi  hi*  rcMlnlioB  concarniDg  pro- 
f»rtj  loat  »t  Piltibnrg    -        -        -        -    TM 

tpMch  of,  on  Ibe  Minonri  bill     -        •        -  IM^ 

OQ  Uu  ravision  of  the  tariff  -  1963 

Grow,  Eu*  C,  of  New  York,  ww  qaaUfled,  Ac.     701 

runirki  oC  on  indefinite  poelponenent  of  the 
propertj  bill  .•'-•.    759 

■p««ch  of,  on  the  bill  for  benefit  of  the  deaf 
uid  dnmb 890 

on  the  Senate'!  amendment  to  the  Maine 

biU 1408 

Gnerlain,  Lewb  H.,  a  tnll  from  the  Senate  for 

relief  of,  twice  lead,  &c.        ...  SSU 
Gayon,  James,  jr.,  Mr.  Allea,«rNew  York,  pie- 
■ented  the  petition  oi^  oontrating  the  aeat 
of  Ebenezer  Sage,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Elrctioiu      71S 

•aid  committee  repnt  that,  ii  entitled  to  the 
Beat 899 

tCitimonj  aceompanjing  the  report   -        .    900 

the  Hoaae  cancnr  wiih  the  committee ;  and, 
ia  qaaliSed,  Ae 914 


H«cUej,  Aaron,  of  New  York,  wu  qutliftad  &c.    701 
HacUe;,  Richard  B.,  a  bill  lor   relief  of,  twice 

rend 1830 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  2341 
read  the  third  tima,  and  pacied                    -  SU8 
Hall,  George,  of  New  York,  waa  qoalifird,  &c.    701 
Hall,  Thomas  H,  of  North  Carohn*,  wu  qual- 
ified, &c       702 

Hale,  William,  of  Delaware,  waa  qotlifiad,  dDC.     736 
Hall,    Margaret,  a  bill   for   relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  referred II69 

reported  withoni  amendment  .  -  -  1821 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  Ubia  •        -        -  2S41 

taken  op,  read  the  tUrd  time,  and  paeaed  -  3  S4S 
Hardin,  Beojamin,  of  Ktntuckj,  wa>  qualified 

■nd  took  tail  teat 726 

■peech  0^  on  the  Miiaonii  bill  -  -  -  1069 
remarke   of,   on  the   leaolntiOQ  rtapeeting 

adjoDmmeut 1672 

on  the  Diitriet  Banka  liill       '    -        .        -  1S26 
Harding,  John  and  GUei,  John  Shute,  and  John 
NichoDa,  a  bill  froai  th«  Senate  for  the 

reliefof 1634 

Kad  twice,  and  referred  .  -  -  -  16SS 
reported  triLhool  amendineDt  ...  1674 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        .  1698 

read  the  third  time,  and  pauad  -        .        .  1701 
Hart,  Eli,  a  bill  from  the  Semte  for  relief  of,  read 

twice,  and  reftrrod        ■  .     "    .  "        -    779 
the  committee  recommend  indefinite  poit- 
ponement     .--...     848 
Haiaid,  Nathaniel,  of  Rhode  laland,  waa  qnal- 

ified  Ac. 701 

ramarkaofjOn  the  reaolntion  for  the  benefit 
of  the  widow  and  children  of  Commodore 

Peny M63 

Heaps,  John,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Mary. 
land,  die  Committee  on  PoaE  Officea,  &c., 
were  inatructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  aflbrdiog  lome  pecuniaij  relief 

to  the  widow  of ISBl 

a  bill  for  relief  of  the  widow  of,  twice  read  1B06 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -  I88I 

read  die  third  time,  and  paaaed  .  1SS3 


Page. 
Heiitcr,  Joaeph,  of  Penn^hania,  waa  qnalified 

and  look  hie  seal  -        .        -        .        .    701 
Hemphill,  Joaepb,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qnali. 

fied,  Ac 701 

Henderson,  William,  adverae  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of ISBS 

considered  and  coneuned  in      ■         -        -  1604 
Hendricks,  William,  of  Indiana,  waa  qnalifled 

and  took  his  seat 70S 

speech  of,  on  the  Miw)nh  bill  -  ■•  1S44 

Hendricki,  Harm  an.  (Bee  Denton,  LUiU  4  Co.) 
Heniick,  Danish  brigaotlne,  a  Message  from  the 

President  mpecting  the         -  -         -     801 

reforred  to  the  Committee  of  FoMlgD  Se- 

latioDB SQl 

sdTerK  report  thereon       ...        -  iiS9 
document*  aceompanjing  the  Meaaage  In 

relation  to  the SSSS 

Herrick,  Samuel,  of  Ohio,  waa  qualified,  dec.    -    703 
Mr.  Sloan  presented  a  charge  agaiiut,  made 
by  George  Jackson,  for  reeeiTing  money 
for  services  in  procuring  his  pension      •  1961 
Hibahman,  Jacob,  of  Penn^lvania,  was  qu^ified, 

and  look  hia  seat 701 

Bightower,  Thomas,  Mr.  Orerstieet  preaented 

the  petition  of,  referred  .        -        -        .    71S 
adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in   .        -    84S 
Hill,  Mark  L.,  of  Massachusetts,  waa  qnalified, 

and  took  his  aeat   -        ■        .        .        .    701 
remarks  ol,  on  hii  reaolntion  concerning  a 
national  nniveraitj        ....    781 

on  Mr.  Btrocher's  resolntian  respecting  the 
fioancea         ......    9)9 

on  printing  the  Secret  Journal  of  the  Old 

Congress        ......  IOCS 

Holmet,  John,  of  Massaehuaetta,  waa  qnalified 

and  took  his  seat 701 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  concerning 

armj  exacntiona  .....  731 
on  Mr.  Tajlor'a  reslrictiTo  resolution  -    804 

speech  of,  in  reply  la  Mr.  Clay,  on  tlie  Maine 

bill 833,  esa,  649 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  benefit  of  the  deaf 

and  damb 88S 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Taylor's  amendment  to 

the  Miasouri  bill    -        >        -        -        -    906 
on  Senate's  amendments  to  the  Maine  bill  14M 
on  the  rsvisioD  of  the  Tariff       -        -        -  3081 
Holmes,  Chaiies  RuOedge.     (Bea  CadeU.) 
Hooka,  Chtrlea.of  North  Carolina,  wasqqaUfied 

and  took  his  seat  .        -        -        -        .     704 
Hoitetter,  Jacob,  of  Pennsylvania,  waa  qnali- 
fied, &c 701 

Honae  of  Representatives,  meeting  of  the  -    701 

re^rl  on  the  contingent  expmaes  of  the    -  1863 
adjournment  of  the  -        -        -        .        .  3fiSS 
Hoye,  John.    (Bee  Bealty,  CkarUt  A.,  4c> 
Hughes,  JameaA.,abill  for  reliefof,  read  twice, 

and  reforred  -.-...  7S7 
reportsd  without  amendment  •  .  •  866 
rrad  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -    8(9 

Hughes,  Samuel,  adverse  report  on  Ihe  claim  of, 

read  twice,  and  referred  ...    Mf 

Hunt,  Jeremiah  and  David,  and  W.  G,  Forman, 

a  bUl  for  relief  of,  read  twice  -        -  1&97 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  ISSl 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •  18S3 

rcumedfrom  the  Senate  with  amendmenla, 

and  eoncnrted  in  -       •       -  -  3180 
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Hoiue  Proceedings  and  DebaUt. 


Page. 
Htinter,  ThomM,  >  bill  fram  the  Sentte  for  re- 
lief of,  read  twice,  and  referred      -        -  IB8B 
reporled  without  knienilineal      -        -        -  IMS 
iG4d  the  thinl  time,  knd   paued  -  3S13 

1. 
niidt  Introdoction  of  Blivra,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Whitmin,  IbeSecretir;  of  the  Nmv;  wu 
directed  to  report  inch  infonnetion  u  he 
m*7  poMen  in  lelation  to  the  •    34S 

•  letter  from  the  Secielaij  of  the  Kbtj  in 
,tfl,     -        .        .        .        -        .        .881 

another  letter  from  the  tiaat,  with  antidrj 

papen 904 

nimoia,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  Committee 
of  Public  Ltndi  were  initructed  to  inquire 
into  the  eipedieDcy  of  establiahing  addi- 
tional land  oSicee  in  the  Stale  of    -        -    Til 

on  tnotiou  of  the  lanic,  the  aame  committee 
were  alio  inatructed  to  inquire  respecting 
the  anrveyoi  of  public  landi    -        -        ■    77S 

a  report  from  aaid  committee      -        -        -  IIBO 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  preiented  a  me- 
morial of  the  Lesielature  of,  relating  to 
pre-emp^on  righli,  referred    ■         -  -     791 

a  bill  10  BatablUb  additional  land  oSicea  in, 

read  twice 903 

the  Speaker  preiented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legialslure  of,  reqaeiting  that  commia- 
Honers  maj  be  appointed  to  lay  out  a 
certaio  road  therein  mentioned,  referred  -     B14 

Mi.  Cook  preseated  the  petition  of  the  lame, 
praying  compeniation  to  the  militia  of  the 
State 914 

a  bill  concerning  certain  claima  to  land  in 
the  State  of,  read  twice  -        -        -    83S 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        .        -  3348 

«  bill  ior  relief  df  certain  settteia  In,  read 

twice 1807 

Impotta^n  of  Goods  in  American  and  Foreign 
Veneli,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treatnry  with  sUtements  of  the     -        -  1669 
Imports,  bill  to  regalate  the  duties  on,  read  twice  1668 

a  motioD  10  initruct  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  report  his  opinion  on  the 
same,  IsJd  on  the  Uble  -        -        .        -  ISSS 

bO]  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -        •        -  3139 

read  the  third  lime,  and  negatived      -        -  3173 

memorial  of  the  Agricultural  Society  of  Vir- 
ginia, remonstrating  against  an  inprease 
ofdnlieaon 3323 

•  similar  memorial  from  merchants  of  Salem  1335 
■  aimilar  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce of  Philadelphia     -        -        -        -3434 

Imports  and  Tonnage,  a  bill  froto  the  Senate  to 
continue  in  force  Ibe  act  rapplemental  to 
the  act  to  regulate  the  colleetion  of  du- 

tieaOD 1137 

read  twice,  and  relerred    .        -        .        .  116S 
reported  with  an  amendment     -                 -  1243 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -         .        -  1S30 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasted  with  amend- 
ments     1823 

Indian  Trade,  report  from  the  Superintendent  of  1S33 
Indian  Tribes,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  bet- 
ter regulation  of  trade  with  the,  twice 
read,  and  referred  -        -        .        •        -  IGT4 
reported  without  amendment  -        -  1660 

(Sea  ThuUng  Aoum«.) 


Indiana,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hendricks,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Public  Lands  were  initracled  to 
inquire  into  the  eipedient^  of  establish- 
ing sn  additional  land  office  in        -        - 

Infirmary  of  Washington,  Mr.  Kent  preaented 
the  petition  of  the  baud  of  trustees  of  (he, 

adiarae  report  thereon  concurred  in    - 
Inune  Feraoni,  a  bill  to  authoriie  certain,  to  be 
placed  00  the  liat  of  pensioatrs,  nnder 
guatdiana,  read  twice    -        .        -        . 
Interest,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Slocumb,  the  Jndt- 
eiary  Committee  were  initrncted  to  in- 
quire into  the  eipediency  of  providing  by 
law  for  the  recoTaiy  of,  on  balances  ad- 
mitted to  be  due  by  receiicra,  Ac  - 
Internal  Duties  and  Direct  Tax,  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Troaaury,  with  aimdrj 
statements  relative  to  the 
Introduction  of  Slaves.  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York, 
aabmitted  a  molution  for  a  committee  to 
inquire  into  the  eipediency  of  prohibiting 
by  law  tbe,  into  the  Territories  west  of 
(ha  Miaaiiaipia       -        -        .        .        - 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed 
Mr.  Sergeant  preaented  the  ptiition  of  the 
Amaricsn  Convention  on  the  subject  of 
the,  referred  to  ^e  same        ... 
Mr.  Folger  presented  a  similar  petition  from 

the  Friends  of  New  England 
Hr.  Sergeant  presented  aoother  from  Peon- 
Mr.   Haiard,    of  Rhode    laland,    and   Mr. 
Rogera,  of  Pennaylvania,  presented  aimi- 
lar petitions  --..-- 
the  committee  not  being  able  to  agree,  wete, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  disebarged,  ami 
he  Uten  oflered  a  resolnlion  to  appoint  a 
committee,  with  iostructioiu  to  report  a 
bill  of  ths  same  tenor     .        .        -        - 
Mr.  Cocke  preaented  tbe  memorial  of  the 
Society  of  Tenne 


SS9 


a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  o: 

Ibe  anbject  Of 881 

Invalid  Pensioners,  •  bill  concerning,  twice  reed  1716 
Invasion  of  LoniiiMla,  report  of  Mr.  Williamaon 
the  anhject  of  loaies  mistuned  dnring  the, 
by  the  British S49) 


Jackson,  William,  Mr.  Sergeant  presented  the 
memorial  of,  in  behalf  of  tbe  inrviving 
officersof  the  Bevolution,  referred  -  -  703 
Jackson,  Oeorge,  Mr.  Sloan  laid  before  the  House 
a  letter  finm,  chafing  Mr.  Herrick,  a 
member,  with  receiving  compensation  for 
his  services  in  procuring  a  penaion  for 

Robert  Cue,  read IBftI 

Jobnson,  James  of  Virginia,  waa  qualified,  du.  -  704 
speedi  of,  on  the  Property  bill  -  -  753,  7H 
on  the  motion  to  postpone  the  same  indefi- 

niUly 766,774 

on  Hr.  Btrotber's  resolution  respecting  the 

financea 918 

on  ths  Missouri  bill 1366 

remark*  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  sales  at 
aaclioa 3176,3198 
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Hmut  Pntceedmfft  and  Dtbata. 


P.ge. 
jDhDMn,  Cotooal  J«mu,  on  notioii  of  Hr.  Cocke, 
th«  BflcreUrj  of  War  wii  direcled  i*  tt- 
pott  nhtt  anni*  of  moncj  htve  bean  paid 
to,  in  TirtQo  of  certaiD  irticlcs  of  agree- 
ment, &c 936 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  in  replj  1047 
JohnWD,  Jams>,  and  other*,  an  rootioD  of  Mr. 
Storra,  tbe  BeaeUTj  at  War  ira*  directed 
to  report  copiei  of  conlracla  heretofore 
tDade  with,  for  deliiei?  of  powder,  Ac.   -  14GI 
Jonei,  Janes,  of  Virginia  wu  qualified,  dtc       -     708 
Jonea,  Ftancia,  of  Tennessee  iraa  qualified,  &c.     70S 
remarkior,  on  the  Property  bill         -      761,  765 
on  indefinite  poatponement  of  the  aatne      -    773 
•peech  of,  on  the  Miaaonri  bill   •        •        -  1467 
Jonea,  Fielding,  a  bill  far  the  relief  of,  readtffiee    846 
radered  to  a  third  reading  ...  |807 

read  the  third  time,  and  paued  ...  180t) 
Jones,  Cbarlca  8.,  and  Richard  Buckner,  a  lull 

forrelief  of,  read  twice    .        -        -        .828 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1807 

toad  the  third  time,  and  paued  -        -        •  1B09 
Jonea,  John  M.,  the  Speaker  preiented  the  pe- 
tition of,  in  relation   to  a  new  invention 
to  catch  rata  and  mice    -        -        •        .039 
Journal  of  the  ConTsntion  that  formed  the  Con- 
atilnlion,  a  Mshi^  from   the  Preaident 
on  the  lulject  of  the      ....    741 

Hr.  Warfield  lafamitled  a  reiolntion  for  the 
diatribation  of  the  eopie*  of  the,  among 
membeia  not  before  anpplied,  read  twice  -    761 
read  a  third  time,  and  referred  to  1  lelect 
committee      ......     768 

leported  with  an  amendment,  and  again  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading  -        -        -     SSO 
read  the  third  lime,  and  paaied  ...    gso 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amondr 

read,  and  concnrred  in       -        -        -        ■ 

Hr.  Pinckney  anbrnitled  areiolutionlotrana. 
mit  a  copy  of  the,  toeaehaorviting  mem- 
ber of  that  conrention,  read  twice   -        -1948 

read  ihe  third  time,  and  paaaed  ...  1961 
Judicial  Syatem  of  the  Diatrict  of  Colombia,  Mr. 
Kent   preaented  the   petition  of  aundry 
penoni  praying  an  alteration  in  the,  re- 
ferred     1S4S 

Mr.  Kent  pieaented  another  petition  of  the 
ume  chiracter       .....  14S4 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  farther  to  amend  the  1807 

twice  read,  and  relerred    ....  IBO8 

a  report  recommending 
Judiciary,  appointment  of  (he  alanding 


Joatieea  of  the  Peace— continued.  Page. 

UUreportad  without  amendment,  and  order- 
ed to  lie  on  the  table      -        -        .        .  3241 


Kendall,  Jonai,  of  Maaaachuaetti  waa  qualified, 


«of  U 


706 


aaid  committee  diicharged  ...  SMl 

Jnion  for  the  Circnit  Court,  Mr.  Warfietd  aub- 
mitted  a  reaoln^oQ  to  initrnct  ihe  Judici- 
ary Committee  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  increoaing  the  pay  of  the 
amended,  and  referred  to  aaid  committee    -     741 
•  teport  from  the  Committee  of  the  Dialrict 
of  Columbia,  on  Ihe  aubject  of       -        -  1674 
Jnsticsi  of  Ihe  Pe«ce,  Mr.  Litila  preaented  a  pe- 
tition of  aundry  inbabitanta  of  Waohiog- 
Ion,  priyiag  an  eitenaion  of  the  joriadic- 
n  of  the,  referred        ....  1064 


a  bill  to  citend  Ibejuriadietion  of  the,  twice 
read,  and  relema  - 


-  1671 


906 
701 
bill  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  Ihe  circuit  court  .        .        -        -    786 
ipeech  of,  on  the  Diatrict  Banka  bill   -        -  ISilS 
KeDlDcky  and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  Mr.  Ander- 
aoD  Bubmilted  a  reaolulion  authoriiiag  the 
purchaae  of  stock  in  the,  read,  and  eom- 

mitled 1789 

Kirby,  Samuel.    (See  Oraa,  Btrryman.') 
Kermioni^Labedoyera  de,  a  bitl  from  Ihe  Senate 

for  tho  relief  of,  twjco  read,  and  referred   1674 
Kidnapping,  Ihe  Secretary  of  Slate  communiceted 
a  copy  of  the  act  of  the  Penniylvanift  Le- 
gialature  to  preTent         ....  1863 
King,  William,  a  bill  for  Ihe  relief  of,  twice  read     936 
ordered  to  lie  on  Ihe  table         -        .        .  1B07 
King,  Colonel  William,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wil- 
liama,  of  North  Carolina,  Ihe  Secretary 
of  War  waa  directed  to  lay  before  the 
Houae  the  pioceedingi  of  the  court  mar- 
tial on  the  lata  trial  of    .  .        .  1803 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary,  Iranimilting  a 

copy,  referred >179 

report  of  Ihe  commitlee  read)  and  laid  on 

the  table 3334 

Kuuey,  Charles,  of  New  Jeraey  waa  quaitfied, 

and  took  hia  aeal   .....  1366 
speech  of,  on  the  Senale'a  omendmeat  to 

the  MiasDUri  bill 1678 

on  the  reiiuon  of  the  tariff       -    •"  -        -  9145 
on  the  hill  concerning  lales  at  auction        -  SI76 
Kinsley,   Martin,  of  Miaoiasippi,  waa  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 701 

Konkopot,  Jacob,  and  othera,  a  bill  for  relief  of, 

twice  read 1408 

ordered  to  a  tliird  reading  ....  1807 
read  the  third  Ucae,  and  pasted         -        -  1809 


(Se< 
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Lake  Erie,  on  motion  ofMr.  Slereni,  the  Com- 
mtttee  of  Commerce  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  eipedisncy  of  erecting  a 
Ughthouae  on  the  aoutheaat  cooat  of,  near 
its  confluence  with  Sandusky  Bay        -  1066 

Lambert,  William,  on  motioo  of  Mr.  Strcther, 
the  memorial  and  papers  of,  were  referred 
to  tHe  Committee  on  the  Judiciary        .    938 
(Sea  Longitudeefthe  Capitol) 

Land  Bounty  CeruGcaiei,  Mr.  Cook  aubmitted 

a  reaolulion  respecting  ....  1489 

Lend  Claima,  in  Louisiana  ajid  Missouri,  a  bill 
supplemental  to  the  several  acts  6>r  ibe 
adinslment  of,  read  twice  -    9S4 

iodeBDilely  poatponed        ...  3314 

a  bill  from  the  BenaM  of  the  earn*  tenor    -  ISM 
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bill  nad  twice,  and  refBrred        .        -        -  1S9T 
Tsported  trilhout  ainandniaDt    .        -        -  ITII 
read  tba  thiid  time,  and  paved  -        -        -  3331 
Land  aotd  for  direct  lax,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hooka, 
the  Jadiciarj  Committee  irere  initnicted 
(o  inquire  into  the  oipediency  of  profid- 
ing  by  Ian  for  perleeting  liliea  lo    -        -    801 
Langnilie,  Francia  B.,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 

reliefof 15B6 

read  twice,  and  referred    -        .        -        .  1697 
the  ciMiiuittee  recommend  indefinite  poel- 

ponement 1963 

Lalhrop,  Samuel,  of  MaHacbuntti,  wai  qual- 
ified, Ac        -         -         ...         .         -     701 
Laul>,  Conrad,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read  3140 
read  the  ^ird  time,  and  faued  -        -  2343 

Law,  John,  and  Jnnathan  Elliott,  a  bill  for  relief 

of,  read  twice 1047 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1807 
rcid  the  third  time,  and  pataed  -  -  -  1B09 
Lawa  of  the  United  etalea,  an  motion  of  Mr. 
Woodbiidge,  the  Judicial;  ComBiillea 
were  inatmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  CBDiing  a  competent  numlnr 
of,  to  be  diitributed  within  the  Territory 

of  Michigan 658 

a  bill  tu  mnend  the  act  to  provide  foi  the 

proteclii>n  of,  in  newjpapera,  read  twice  -  1665 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .        .  1677 
read  the  third  time,and  paiaed  -        -        -  1690 
retarned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenta  2313 
read,  and  cuncnrred  in      ....  SS15 

Leather,  Mr.  Sili-bee  prewDted  tlie  petition  of 

■undry  manufactureia  of,  referred  ■        -    778 
(See  ManufaetuTU.) 
Lefeire,  Joaeph,  a  hill  from  the  Senate  for  relief 

of,  twice  read,  and  referred  •        -  1635 

the  committee  recommend  indefinite  poal- 
ponement      ......  1G74 

Leiper,  Thomai ,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 

liefof 1913 

twioe'read,  and  referred     -        -        -        -1948 
reported  without  amendment    ...  2009 
read  the  ihiid  time,  and  retened        ■        -  3343 
Levy,  Moeea  Eliaa,  Mr.  Sampaoa  preaented  the 

petition  of,  leferred        ....  L641 
an  adietH  report  concurred  in  -        -        .  1670 
Levy  Court  of  Waahingion,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Cobb,  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia  were  ioitructed  to  inquire  into 
the  eipediene;  of  autho tiling  the,  to  im- 
poee  a  tax  for  building  a  eourtbonae,  &c.     779 
library,  a  joint  resolutian  from  the  Senate  for 
apptHQtmant  of  a  committee  on  the,  con-  ■ 
cnrred  in,  and  a  committee  appointed    .     706 
a  joint  nMolution  permitting  the  use  of  the, 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk 
of  the  Hoqae,  read  twice        ...  3063 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...  3ieo 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased  .  3184 

Limiting  Salea  of  Public  Land*,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Walker,  of  North  Caioliaa,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Luida  were  inatracted 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of    -        -  1830 
dte  committee  report  that  it  ii  inexpedient  1461 
Lincoln,  Enoch,  of  HaaaadiDaette,  wu  qualified, 

and  took  hia  aeat  •        -        •        -        .701 
remarka  of^  on  the  rewlatian   coneeming 
RcTolutionary 


Page. 

Little,  Peter,  of  Maryland,  waa  qaalifled,  &:e.  -  70: 
remarka  ot^  on  hia  reaolution  for  a  aqmate 

committee  on  manafacturea   -        .        .  708 
LJTeraore,    Acthnr,  of  New    Hampafaira,   waa 

qualified,  and  took  hia  aeat    ...  TDI 
remarka  of,  on  Mt.  Taylor'*  reatrictire  i«- 

•olution         ......  736 

on  Mr.  TayWa  ■abaeqnent  reMiktioo        -  804 

on  the  Maine  bill S34 

the  bill  for  benefit  of  deaf  and  dticnb      -  S85 


u  theC 


ubill 


Senate'e  amendmenta  to  the  Maine 

bill 140S 

on  the  military  appropiiatione   -        -  1607, 1621 
on  the  Diairict  Bank*  biU  ...  igas 

on  the  bill  for  relief  of  General  WUkinaon   1BS5 
concerning  aatea  at  auction        ...  3195 
Loan,  a  bill  to  anthoriie  the  Preaidest  to  borrow 

two  miUiona,  read  twice  -  -  -  1837 
amended  by  increaaing  the  anm  -  -  2303 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  3239 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -  3344 

returned  with  amendmenta  by  the  SenMe, 

and  a  conference  aaked          ...  2347 
conference    agreed  to,  and  managera   ap- 
pointed   3348 

report  of  the  managera  concnrred  in  -  -  3349 
Loani  of  Powder,  dec,  on  motion  of  Hr.  Tracy, 
the  Pteiident  of  the  United  State*  waa 
requeated  to  inform  the  Hooae,  what  if 
any,  had  been  made  ainCe  the  peace  to 
private  citiieoa,  &c.  .  .  -  -  936 
a  meaaage  with  a  report  from  the  Sccrelaiy 

ofWar  in  reply 1404 

on  motion  of  Mr.  St/other,  a  committee  of 

inquiry  into  the,  was  appointed  -  -  14G4 
report  and  Jisehirge  of  said  committer  "*"' 

Longitude  of  the  Capitol,  a  joint  reaolulio 
Ihoiizing  the  Preaident  to  caun  ai 
omical  obaervationa  to  be  made  to  i 
tiin  the,  twice  read        ....  lOSS 
Loting,  Nathaniel  Hale.     C^ee  Cadelt.) 
Lost  Military  Land  Warrant*,  a  bill  providing 
for  caaeBo4  read  twice,  and  referred 
repotted  without  amendment 
read  tbe  third  time,  and  paased 
Low,  Andrew,  dc  Co.,  Mr.  Cobb  preaented  the 

petition  of,  referred         ....  1064 
Lowodea,  WilliBOi,  of  South  Carolina,  waa  qnal. 

ified,  &c, 704 

remark*  of,  on  the  aubject  of  WMghl*  Mid 


on  reaolution  concerning  Army  execotiona 

on  poatponing  Mr.  Taylor'*  reaolutioa 

on  the  Navy  defictenciet   ■        -        - 

on  Mr.  Taylor**  aecond  reaolution 

on  the  Navy  appropriation* 

on  Mr.  Randolph'*  motion  concerning  *c- 
counUbility 

OD  the  reaolaiton  relating  to  the  widow,  ^. 
of  Commodore  Perry      .        -        . 

on  the  diiagieement  between  tbe  two  Honaea 
on  the  Maine  Mil   - 

on  the  military  appraptiation*   . 

apeech  of,  on  Mr.  Clay'a  reaolution  concern- 
ing alienation  of  territory        ...  1731 

on  the  Navigation  bill        ....  ib34 

on  the  reviaion  of  the  tariff         -        .        .  31 16 

remarka  of,  on  the  Loan  Bill       3193,  1303,  »37 


^yCoOi-^lc 
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Hotue  Fneeeifbtgt  a»d  Debata. 


P«Be. 

LacM,  John  B.  C,  ■  bill  far  leWtfof,  read  twiea     70S 

wdered  to  ■  third  irading  -        .        .        -     S81 

raid  tfaa  third  lima,  ud  D^itind     -        -     88S 

Lymui,  Joiepti  8^  of  Nsn  Yoik,  w««  qualified 

KQd  took  bia  Mat 701 

Ljon,  Matthew,  the  Speaker  picMDled  tbe  me- 
morial ot,  rererred  -    .    -        .        .        .     710 
Mkck»j,  Jamesi  ■  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read    -    SOS 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ■        .        -        -  1807 
recomiDiUed  with  iDitmetioai    -        ■        ■  ISOO 
M. 
Maclaj,  William  P.,  of  PennqrlTaDia,  nai  quai- 

ifiad,  Ac TO! 

Maine,  Mr.  Bolmea  preaented  the  pelilion  of  the 
CoDTentioa  of,  to  be  admitted  ^a  a  State 
into  the  Dnioii,  lefened  .        -        .     704 

a  hill  protiding  for  the  admiaaioD  of,  into 

tb«  UnioD,  read  twice    -        -  -    749 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ■  ■  -  -  B48 
read  the  third  time,  and  paiaed  ...  B49 
Nttimed  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenta  1404 
debata  on  the  amendmenti  -  1406 

•mendmenta  ordered  to  be  printed  -  1410 

Mr.  Holme*  preeentad  a  repreaentation  for 

the  Maaaacfanaetla  memberm    -        -        -  14(i0 
the  Uotiee  diaagreed  to  the  tmandmeaia  of 

the  Senate 1467 

the  Senate  iniiat  on  their  amendmeoli  -  16CS 
the  Hooee  inaiatad  on  diaagreeinK   to  the 

whole  of  the  amendmeDta       .        -        -  15S6 
•  coDferenca  agreed  to  and  managera  ap- 
pointed          -  1576 

report  of  the  managera  agreed  to,  and  the 

bill  finally  paiaed 1589 

«  bill  fiom  the  Senate  to  eataUiah  a  drcnit 

conit  in,  twice  read        .        -        -        .    ggj 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        ■        ■  1663 

raad  the  third  time,  aod  paiaed  -        ■        ■  167S 

a  bill  Anm  the  Senate  to  apportion  the  Bep- 

rcaantatiTea  for  the  17lh  Congreaa  to  be 

elected  for  the  State*  of  Maaaachaaatt* 

and,  twice  read 1697 

raad  the  third  lime,  and  paaaed  -        -        -  1711 
MtUwy,  Rollin  C  Mr.  Itich  preaented  the  peti- 
tion of,  claiming  a  aeat  in  the  Hoaae,  in 
the  place  of  OtMrnna  C.  Herii]]  of  Ver- 
mont, rebrred 710 

report  of  aaid  committee,  fa*orable  to  hia 

cUim 860 

report  concorred  in,  and  petitioner  took  hia 

aeat Ml 

remarks  of;  on  the  military  ^propiiatioo*  -  1623 
Mandan  Villagea,  on  motion  of  Mr.  uocke,  the 
Secretaij  of  War  waa  directed  to  report 
the  lerma  of  contiacta  for  transportation, 

Ac,  to  the SOS 

Idannfactnrei,  appointment  of  a  atanding  com- 
mittee of        - , 710 

Mr.    Baldwin,   of  PennajlTania,   and   Mr. 

Ringgold,   of  Maryland,    aeraraltj   pre- 

aaaiad  patiliona,  praying  aneonragement 

of  domaatic,  reHBired      ....     737 

Mr.  BoOhm,  of  New  Hampahire,  presented 

a  ainiUr  palilion  -----    739 
Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentncky,  the  aame-        -    ~" 
Mr.  Hitithman,  of  PannaylTania,  the  aama  - 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the  aaiiM      - 
Mr.  Rocara,  of  Pannayhania,  the  aane       - 


of 

Mi.  Meigi,  of  New  York,  Mr.  Caae,  and 

Mr.  Maday,  of  PennaylTania,  tbe  game  - 

Mr.  Maann,  of  MaxachDietta,  the  aame  I 

Mr.  Baldwin  preMntrd  the  memorial  of  the 

PennByliania  Society  for  the  promotion 

ofdomeatic    -        -        -        -  -  I 

(Bee  Demettie  Manufettura.) 

Mapa  of  Statea  and  Tarritoiiea,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Ander«on,  the  clerk  wa*  directed  to  pro- 
cure, far  the  use  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Land* 

Marchand,  David, of  Penniy]vania,waaqualitlad, 
and  took  hi*  aeat 

Marco*  Hook,  Mr.  Sergeant  preaented  the  peti- 
tioQ  of  aundiy  merchanta  of  Philadelphia 
praying  the  coiutraetion  of  additional 
piers  at,  referred     -        -        -        -        -    ' 

Marahal  of  the  Diatrict  of  Columbia,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Storn,  the  Secrrtary  of  the  Trea- 
aury  waa  directed  to  report  a  atatement  of 
the  amount  paid  to  the,  in  each  year,  for 
expense*  of  bohling  eoarta  -  -  - 
report  of  the  Secretary  in  reply 

Manhali,  Clerka,  and  Attorneya,  a  bill  to  repeal 
the  act  to  leaaen  the  cranpenaation  of,  read 

Maryland  and  Diatrict  of  Columbia  Turnpike 
Company,  Mr.  Kent  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  mndiy  peraon*  praying  a  repeal  of 
the  act  audiotiiiiig  the,  to  lay  ont  a  cer- 
tain road,  referred  -----. 

Maion,  Jonathan,  of  Haaaachuaett*,  was  quali- 
fied and  look  hia  aeat    -        •        •        •    ' 

Haaonic  Hall,  in  Washington,  Mr.  Kent  present- 
ed the  petition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
Diatrict  of  Colanlna.  praying  authority  to 
raiaa  by  lottery  a  anm  infficient  to  erect 
a,  referred      -        -        -        .        1.        .    I 

Mauri,  Evanite,  Mr.  Meigs  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      -        -        -  -  1 

Mausoleam  to  Washington,  Mr.  Ervin,  of  South 
Carolina,  anbmitlad  a  retolution  respect- 


tha  Houaa  refused  to  consider  the  aame      -  1' 
Medical  Department  of  the  Army,  a  bill  from  die 
Senate  further  to  regulate  the,  twice  read, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading        -        •  % 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  3 

Meech,  Eira,  of  Vermimt,  wa*  qualified    - 
Maiga,  Honry,  of  New  Yoik,  was  qnalified 

remarlts  of,  on  the  bill  fbr  the  benefit  of  the 

deaf  and  dumb      -        -        -        -        -    < 
speech  of,  in  reply  to  the  opponents  of  the 


bill 


speedi  of;  on  Mr.  Starr's  amendment  to  tha 


Melchior,  Isaac,  a  bill  lor  the  relief  of  the  baira 


o^ti 


ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •        •  1 

read  the  Ihild  linie,  and  passed  •        -  I 

Metoer,  Cbarle*  F.,  of  Virginia,  was  qnaliOed 
and  took  hia  aeat    -        -        -        •        • 
remark*  of,  on  the  resolution   < 

on  poatpouing  Mr.  Taylor's  reatdution 
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INDEX. 


Ixxxiv 


Mercer,  Cbarl«a  F. — contioue^l  Pige. 

nmarki  o^  od  tha  Navy  Deficienc;  bill  •  T88 
on  Mr.  Ta^lar'a  aocond  reaolation  •  -  SOS 
■peech  of,  on  the  di.t(I  appropnation*  -  SIS 
remarka  of,  on  ths  Cenaua  bill  ■  -  >  SS3 
on  printing  IheJauioal  of  ths  otil  CongroH  1048 
on  Senate'!  ameadioeati  (o  the  Maine  bill  14B0 
on  the  Diilricl  Banka  bill  -  IBIS,  1837 

on  the  Militia  bill 1900 

Maichanto'  Bank  of  Newport,  a  bill  from  the 

Benata  for  the  relief  of  die  -  -  -  1S43 
twice  read  and  referred  ....  1S64 
reported  without  amendment  -  .  .  1390 
OMered  to  a  third  reading  -        -  IS99 

laid  on  the  Ubie 3S43 

Henill,  Orumui  C,  of  Vermont,  waa  qnilified     TOI 
Mr.  Mallarj  dtapule*  the  election  of  -        -    TIO 
r«pl;  o^  to  Mr.  Mtllary'a  italamenta        .    866 
Mr.  Baker,  of  New  Hampahire,  prearnted 
the  memoiia]  of,  praying  time  to  collact 

evidence 899 

tiie  Committee  of  Electiona  report  that  he 
ia  not  entitled  to  a  aeat,  and  the  aame  be- 
ing concurred  in,  Mr.  MellaTj  take*  bi« 

place 903 

UerrUI,  Jamea,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read     938 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         .        .        -  1S07 
read  tba  third  time,  aad  paaaed         -        -  1809 
Metcalf,  Thomaa,  of  Kentucky,  wai  qualified    .    703 
apeochof,  on  the  Uiatrict  Banka  biU        -  IS14 
Michigan  Territory,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Sec- 
retary of  Stale  to  CKuae  the  lew*  of,  to 
be  printed  and  distributed,  twice  read     -  1S40 
lead  the  third  time,  and  puaed  ...  1643 
Military  Academy,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon  the 
Secretary  of  War  wu  directed  to  report  a 
■tatement  of  the  whole  amount  of  money 

expended  on  the 793 

letter  from  the  Secretary  in  reply  -  -  1031 
Mr.  C.  lubmitted  ■  reeololion  making  other 

iaquiriea  concerning       ....  1406 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  trana- 
mitting  a  report  from  the  Engineer  De- 
partment containing  the  rule*  and  regu- 


iBof  lb 


.  1480 


n  of  the  aame  gentleman,  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  were  initructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  abolialiiag 

the 1637 

the  aaid  committee  repoiled  that  it  wae 

expedient  to  do  io 
a  bill  concerning  the,  twice  read,  &c 
Military  Eatabliahment,  a   bill  regtilatitig  the, 

twice  read,  Jlc.      .        -        .        .        .  IMI 
Military  Fortificatioaa,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Can- 
non,  the  Military  Committee  were  in- 
■tmctsd  lo  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
tednciog,  or  entirely  itopping  the  - 
Military  Peace  Eatabliahment,  on  motion  of  Mi 
Williaoia,  of  North  Carolina,  the  Seere 
tarj   of  War   «■■  directed  (o  report  lb 
aggregate  amount  of  the,  for  each  yea 
aince  181b,  diitinguiabing  the  gradea      -    801 
report  of  the  Secretary  in  reply 
another  report  fnim  the  aame  on  the  eubject 

ofthe •  1689 

Military  Senice,  a  bill  making  partial  appropri- 
atiaoB  for  the,  for  the  year  1830,  twice 
tead 741 


Military  Berrice— conliaued.  Page, 

bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  .  ^0 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -  .  830 
retarned  from  the  Senate  with  atnendmmita, 

and   rererxed 877 

agreement  reported   -         .        .        .        .    B9S 
report  concurred  in    -        -        -        -        -    8M 
Hr-CanQODaubmiltedareaolution  inetract- 
ing  the  Military   Committee   to  inqniie 
into  the  eipediencj  of  extending  the  act 
making  prDTiaian  for  the,  during  the  late 
wer,  to  orphana,  &.c       -        .        -        .    749 
tha  leaolution  negatifed  ...     749 

a  bill  miking  appropriations  for  the,  far  the 

year  1830,  twice  read     ....  IStO 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        -        -        -  1639 
read  the  tliird  time,  and  paaaed        -        -  1640 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenta  1607 
amendmeDis  and  bill  referred    ■        ■        -  1701 
diaagreement  reported,  and  concurred  in    -  1790 
Senate  iueisted   on   one    amendment   and 
aiked  a  cauforence,  which  i«  agreed  to, 
and  managers  appointed        ...  1807 
the  manager*  report  a  non-agreement        ■  18S1 
Hilitik,  appointment  of  a  select  committee  on  the    708 
on  motion  of  Mi.  CannoDj  the  laid  committee 
were  initructed  to  inquire  into  the  eipe* 
diency  of  clothing  the,  when  calM  into 


00  motion  of  the  same,  the  1 
were  further  inatraclod  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  improving  the  ergaOBition 

ofthe 8G0 

a  bill  to  provide  for  clotbing  the,  &«.,  read 

twice 898 

ordered  toatbinl  reading  ....  I90I 
a  Message  from  the  President  transmitting 
ths  lunail  aliitnct  ofthe        ...  IG07 
Miller,  George.     (See  ConvtrK,  Danitl^ 
Millar,  Chriato[dier,  a  bill  for  the  relief  o^  read 

twice 890 

ordered  to  a  third  reading        .        -        -  1S07 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed        -        -  1808 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment      3093 

read,  and  agreed  to 3140 

Milne,  Aleiaoder,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

relief  of 1833 

read  twice,  and  referred     -        -        -         .  1837 

Minoia,  Mr.  Walker,  of  North  Carolina,  offered 

a  resolution  to  allow  bounty  land  to,  under 

certain  circumstances,  which  the  House 

refused  to  consider  ....     759 

Mint,  a  Meaiage  from  the  PmidenI,  with  the 

reportofthe  Directorof  the    -        -        -  1633 
■undry   ilatements    from   the   Traaeury   in 

relation  to  the 1810 

Hiisiuippi  Stock,  documenta  ehowing  the  oul- 

■laoding,  and  interest  thereon        .        -  2405 
Miaaonri,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Scott,  the  several 
memorials,  dec,  relating  to  the  ai' 
of,  into  the  Union,  were  referred  to 


704 


aulhoriie  the  people  of,  to  form  a 
tutioo,  dec,  read  twice  ...  711 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1S7S 
relumed  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenta  1S7G 
aftet  considerable  debate,  ail  cooeomd  in  -  1&8S 


^yCoOi-^lc 


Ihau  PnettcUitgs  onct  DtbaU*. 


MiMonri,  ths  Spatkar  prcMntadniDdiypatitioDi 
prajing-  that  Um  Tarritoij  oT,  m*;  ba  di- 
vided, nfarml        ■        .        .        .        .    800 
Mr.Bcolt  praMiited  tbs  remonilrBaccorthe 
Mount  Moa  Baptiat  Auociatinn,  againat 
the  interferanceof  CoDgieatnitb  Iha  pro- 
Tiiiona  of  the  coDatitaliao  or  •        -        -    SiS 
Mr.  HardJD  preaanled  a  reaalatjon  of  ths 
Legislature  ofKeDtucky,  of  aiioiilBrcIiar- 
actar     -■■■...    B33 
Mohiccan  lodianii  a  bill  eoofinniDg  the  title  of 

the,  to  nitaia  lanJa,  read  twice      -        -  1463 
ordarad  to  lia  on  tbe  table  -        -        -1807 

a  bill  lor  the  relief  of,  read  twice,  uid  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 1807 

the  third  reading  ce^tiTed        ...  |8S5 
Molaaaea,  memorial  of  luodiy  taerchanta  and  dia- 
tillenofBoBtoa,  on  the  mbjectof  the  im- 
portation of  .        -        .        .        .        .  3410 
Monell,  Robert,  of  New  York,  waa  qaalifled,  &e.    701 
Moore,  Robert,  of  PennajlTaDia,  waa  qnalided, 

and  took  hi*  aeat 701 

remarka  ol^  on  tbe  bill  concerainf  ««Im  at 

auction SIM 

Moore,  Samuel,  of  pGOnajlTani*,  wm  qualified, 

and  took  hii  aeat 701 

Morgan,  Charlei,  report  of  the  ConimiHioner  of 

the  General  Land  Office  on  the  claim  of    881 
Morton,  Marcna,  of  Maiaachuaetta,  waa  quali- 
fied, &c 701 

Hoaclejr,  Jonathan  0.,  ofCoDnecticat,iTaaqnaIi- 

fled,  &e. 701 

remarka  of,  on  the  District  Banka  bill        -  1938 
Mnrraj,  John,  of  PeDnxylTania,  was  qualified, 

and  took  bis  aeat 701 

Musketii,  a  bill  from  the  Sroale  anthoiizing  pay- 
ment to  be  made  for  certain,  impreaaed 

into  the  lervice 904 

read  twice,  and  referred     ....     MS 
reported  with  amendmenti        ...     994 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        -        -.       -  1698 
HeCaitj,  Edmnnd,  a  bill  from  the  Benate  for  the 

relief  o(  read  twice        .        -         •        -1888 
McComaa,  Jodah  H.,  and  wiA.      (Am  WilUt, 
Henry,  of  whom  they  were  repreiADl*- 
liTea.) 
McCoy,  William,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  dec.     70S 
remark*  of,  on  the  Property  bUl  ...     70S 
on  the  military  appropriationa    ...  1631 
on  the  Diatrict  Banka  bill          -        -       .•1880 
McCreary,  John,  of  Bouth  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied, &c 702 

McCnlloogh,  Uagh,  adierae  report  on  the  peti. 

tion  of 791 

McDonabl,  William,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read    ' 

twice 738 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        .        -     761 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaeed  ...     768 
McOlaiun,  lata  major  in  ihe  Army,  tbe  Speaker 

communicated  a  letter  from    -        -        -    S3S 
McOrew,  John,  Richard  CraTat,  Hardy  Parry, 
and  Beley  Cheney,  a  bill  far  the  relief  of, 

read  twice 11B9 

ordered  toe  third  reading  ....  1831 
read  Ihe  third  time,  and  paiied  ...  1833 
Melnlire,  Ann,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice  IGtM 
oidrred  to  a  third  reading  ....  1881 
read  a  third  time,  and  rrferred  ...  iSM 
indefinitely  poilponed        -        .        .        .  istO 


Mclntoeh,  Willien,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

a  third  reading  negatiTcd  . 
HcLane,  Louis,  of  Delaware,  waa  qn»lifled,&e. 

speech  of,  on  the  Miisouri  bill    - 

the  Senate'e  amendments  to  the  MaitH 


bill 


McLean,  OIney,  of  Eentocky,  was  qualified,  &e. 
remarka  of,  on  the  District  Banks  bill 
apeeeh  of,  on  the  Land  Sales  bill 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  sale*  at 

auction 

McNair,  Matthew,  ■  bill  from  tbe  Senate  lai  r«- 

liefof 

twice  read         .-..., 

McNeil,  Joseph,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief, 

of.  read  twice,  and  referred    -        .        - 

the  committee  recommend  indefinite  poet* 

ponement 

McRoe,  Alexander.    (See  Jakawa,  Jtm%e*,  and 
ol&tri.) 


1S93 
S198 


1674 
1674 


N«.t)ona]  Road,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hendricks,  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canal*  were  in- 
atmcted  to  inquire  into  the  eipedieney  of 
continuing   tbe,    from  Wheelinf   to  SL 

Charles H 

National  UniTanity,  Mr.  Hill,  of  Masa«±DaetU, 
submitted  •  resolution  reepectiug  a 
considered,  and  negslived  -        -         -    ' 

National  Vacdns  Institution,  a  bill  to  incorporate 

the,  read  twice  •-.-..     | 
Na*al  Commandet*,  s  InII  to  prevent,  trom  ac- 
cepting preaenta,  Ax.,  fiom  any  foreigii 
powers,  read  twice        -        -        -        -  3 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -        -  3 
Naval  EsUbliahment,  Mr.  Cocke  submitted  a  re- 

aolution  for  reducing  the        -        -        -  II 
Navigation,  a  bill  eonaerning,  twice  read  .        -  V 
a  bill  from  the  Senate,  supplementary  to  the 

act  concerning,  read  twice,  and  referred  -  II 
reported  without  amendment     •  -  II 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        .        -  3! 
Navy,  appointment  of  a  select  committee  on  the     ' 
a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  making  appro- 
priations for  the,  for  the  year  1819,  read 


ordered  to  a  third  rssding  ...    939 

read  tbs  third  time,  and  passed  ...    830 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Qnirlei,   the  committee 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  reducing  the  eipenses  of  the    -    860 
the  committee  report  that  it  is  ineipedient  SI&B 
«  letter  from  the  Secretary,  with  a  atatement 
of  the  contingent  eipensss  of         -        -  1064 
'  a  bill  making  appropriationa  for  the  support 
of  the,  for  the  year  1820,  read  twice,  and 

referred 1136 

reported  with  sundry  amendments  -  -  1690 
read  tbe  third  time,  and  passed  -  .  -  1597 
Mr.  Williams,  of  Nortb  Carolina,  submitted 

a  reeolution  respecting  llw      ...  3143 
a  bill  respecting  the  enlistment  of  seamen 
for  the,  read  twice        ....  3339 


^yCoC-^lc 


Ixxxviii 


Awn  jypwwftiyi  imd  iMolM. 


Kmtj  ConmuMtoiMn,  Ihs  commillcB  to  whom 
wu  lebrrcd  tb«  iDqnify  into  the  cipedi* 
«m:j  of  moilirjiiig  iha  ict  creating  thi 
Board  o(  repocled  iti  iDoipadieocj  -  S166 
N«*7  Honiltl  FuDd,  (wo  reaolatioiu  preaeotod 
by  Mr.  Siltbaa,  in  relatioa  to  ihc,  wore 

•doptad -  10X3 

uniul  report  of  Uie  ConmiiMioaen  of  Ih*  1330 
Nttj  PanMoo  t'uod,  a  latter  from  the  Commi*. 

dooari  of  the,  read  '  .  .  .  14S0 
Noale,  Raphael,  of  MaijlMwl,  wu  qualifled  -  701 
Hebap,  Jeremiah,  of  Maaaachuaatta,  waa  qnali- 

&ed 701 

NWaon,  Hagh,  of  Virginia,  wae  qualifled  •        -    703 
ramarka  o^  on  Mr.  Foot'a  raiolaliona  -  tl71 

Nappea,  Abraham.    (See  Gottz,  Freda-ick.) 
Bm  Orlaana  ctutoin-faouae,  a  bill  from  tho  Sen- 
ate to  provide  for  baildiog  an  addition  to 

die 1S53 

N«d  a  flm  time 1S&7 

md  a  aeeond  tima.  and  referred  •  S009 

reported  without  amendment     ...  3S30 
read  tbo  third  time,  and  puaed  -        -        -  SY47 
New  York,  the  Speaker  praHDt«]  a  latter  lirom 
the  Sacretarj  of  State  of,  eacloaing  a  cer- 
tificate of  election,  Ae^  referred  to  the 
Committea  of  Electiana         ...    714 
NewBom,  Joehua,  Peter  Cook  aEid  Jamea  Hobb, 

a  bill  lor  rdief  <rf;  twice  read  .  8009 

laacl  tile  third  tine,  and  paaeed  •  -  8343 

Nawapapara,  the   oanal  order  giTen  for  the  anp- 

piyof 708 

on  fflolUD  of  Mr.  Piailall,  the  Secretar;  of 
SUte  nraa  directed  to   report  a  liM  o^  in 
whieh  the  lawa  are  ordered  to  be  publiahed     09 1 
a  report  fi«m  the  Secrataiy  in  replj  -        -  1109 
(Sea  Lotite  of  tit  United  Slata.) 
Newton,  Tkomaa,  of  Virginia,  wma  qualified,  Ac     703 
remarita  of,  on  the  resolution  to  aeparate 
the  aubjecU  of  Commerce  anil  Mannbe- 
torea,  hj  appointing  a  committee  for  each    708 
OB  the  miiiiBr;  appropiiaiioui   -        .        .  1634 
in  explanation  of  the  bill  to  impoaa  a  new 
tonnage  duly  on  French  ahipa,  dcs.        -  SMS 
Ntagan  frontier,  Mc.  Rich  lobmitlad  a  reaolntion 
inatrocting  the  Committee  of  Claima  to 
prapaie  and  report  a  bill  proridjng  far  the 
(lietributioa  of  a  anm  of  monej   among 
Iha  Mflarera  bf  the  ganefol  conflagration 
eommiUad  bj  the  enemj  on  Iha      -        •    740 
Nicbolla,  John.    (Saa  Harding,  John,  4c.} 
Narlh  CarriioB,  on  moiian  of  Mr.  Sloconib,  the 
Preaident  of  the  United  Statea  waa  re- 
qtieeted  to  communicate  to  the  Hooee  the 
pmgrBH  made  in  the  lurrgj   of  certain 
paru  ofthecoaet  of         -  .  -  -  1065 

a  mcaaaga  from  the  Preaident,  with  tha  in- 

liinnatiOD  aaked  for        -        •        .        .  1974 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for  the  ex- 
penaa  of  auTejing  put  of  the  coeat  of, 

read  twice 1863 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaeed  -        -        •  3303 
another  bill  from  the  Senate  declaring  the 
aiaent  of  Congrew  to  certua  acta  of  the 
Suta  o^  mice  read  and  referred      .        .  18S8 
reported  witliont  amendment     ...  I89B 
Nortao,  Daniel  D.,  reparl  of  the  Saciatarj  of 

WarinUiecanar        -       •       •       -1881 


Nolee  under  fife  ddlata,  on  uotian  of  Mr.  Mer- 
cer the  Cemnittee  on  the  Diattict  of  Co- 
lombia were  inatructed  to  inquire  into  the 
aipadienej  of  prohibtting  tha  ctxcnlalioQ 
of,  within  the  nid  Distiiel      -        .        . 


read  the  third  lima  and  paaeed  - 
O'Brien,  Richard,  a  bill  from  the  Seni 
Lefof,  read  twice  and  r^rred 
reported  without  iineDdiiient      - 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaad 
Ocean  Steamehip  Company,  a  hill  from  the  Son- 
ata granting  certain  pririlegea  to  the       -  ISM 


read  twice 
ordered  la  a  thitd  reading 
read  a  third  time  and  reci 
mittee  diicharged 


-  IIR 

-  lies 

-  1701 

-  1BS8 

-  ms 

-  «H1 


■   I9>7 

-  aoM 

-  SIM 

-  SHB 


O'Connor,  John,  a  bill  frmn  tha  Senate  for  the 

reltefoflhelrgtlrapreeantatlTaa  of-        .   1461 

read  twice,  end  ralaiTed      -  " ' " 

reported  wilhont  amendment    - 

raoDmmiUed      .... 

reported,  read  the  third  time,  and  paaeed    .  1701 
Ocraeock  Inlet,  on   motion  of  Mr.    Sloan,  tha 
Committee  on  Commerce  were  inatructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  etecting 

alighlhouaeat 1695 

Office  under  anthorit;  of  the  United  Stelae,  Hr. 
Cobh  lubmitled  a  resolutioB  to  amend 
the  Conatitutioa  ao  aa  to  prohibit  an; 
Senator  or  Repreaentatire  from  holding, 
daring  tha  term  for  which  he  waa  elected, 
read 936 

read  a  aeeond  time,  and  committed     •        -     939 
Ogdan,  Thoma*  L.,  and  othen,  a  bill  fiom  the 

Senate  tor  relief  of         .        -        .        -  191S 

read  twice,  Sk. 1948 

Ohio,  a  bill  to  altar  the  place  of  holding  the  Uni* 
ted  Statea  ConrU  from  Chitlicothe  to  U«- 
lumhus  in,  read  thrae  timaa  and  paaaad  -  I4fil 

a  Maaaaga  from  the  Preaident  of  tha  Unitad 
Statea,  with  docomenta,  ahowing  that  the 
act  reapectiog  the  northan  and  wealem 
bonndariei  of;  baa  been  exacntad,  read    .  1616 

the  Speaker  communicated  e  letter  from 
the  Garemor  of,  ancloaing  an  act  of  the 
Legtalatare  and  a  reeolntion  Baking  ado> 
nation  of  land  to  enable  aaiil  Stats  to  form 
'igable  canal  between  Lake  Brie  and 


theri 


lOlG 


a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authoriia  the  ap- 
pointment of  commiaaionera  to  laj  out  a 
canal  tberein  mentioned         ...  JSH 

twice  read,  and  referred     -         .        -        -  3331 

reported  without  amendmaDt  -  '  -  -  3S41 
Ohio  Company'a  Fnrchaee,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Campbell  the  Cammittae  on  PnUic  Ltada 
ware  inetnictad  to  inquire  into  the  eipe. 
diencj  of  providing  by  law  for  obtaining 
a  copy  of  the  plan*  and  field-notea  includ- 
ed in  tha        1043 

an  tmbnvahla  report  [row  awlcamBUltas  -  I71I 
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INDEX. 

Hutu  PneMding$  and  IMata. 


P«g«. 

t  TMolntioa  b;  Mr.   Sum  to 
print  the  Mcret  janiuM  of  tha,  wu  re- 
temi  la  a  wlect  committee    ■        ■        ■  1064 
Tcportid  with  an  imeDdmeDl,  ui4  ordered 

to  lie  on  the  UfaU 1064 

(See  Journal  of  Old  Congrt*i  end  Setrtt 
Journal.) 
Ontwe,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lownde*,  the  8ecr«- 
teij  of  the  Navy  wai  directed  to  give  car- 
tain  inibrmetion  concerniDg  the  eonunan- 
der  of  the  frigate,  Ac.  -        -        •        -  1696 
a  letter  from  tbe  Becretar;  of  the  Nary, 
with  docamente  in  reply        -        ■        .  I809 
Orpbani'    Court  of  the   Dtrtrict  of  Columbia, 


Mr, 

jadgea 


Kent  preaeoted  the  petttlMi  of  tbe 
of  the,  prayin 
I,  referred 


a  bill  from  tbe  Sanale  to  incteaae  the  al- 

knraace  to  the  jadgee  of  the  -        >        -  1 

read  twieo         --....  i 

ordered  to  a  thin)  leading  -  •        -  1 

read  the  third  time,  and  paeied  -  1 

Onachita,  aa  motion  of  Mr.  Bolltr,  Iho  Cam- 

mittee  of  Public  Landa  were  ioatrMlMl 

to   inqDire  into  the  tipediencj  Of  con- 

flrming  to  the  inltebitante  of,  thail  claim 

to  a  certain  piece  of  land  -        .  1' 


Paucoaet,   Wiliiam,   a  biU   tor   relief  ot,   read 

Iwi™ ITll 

read  tbe  third  lime,  andpaaaed  .        -        .  jsio 

Paper,  Mr.  Fuller  preiented  a  petition  from 
Maaeachuaatle,  playing  that  a  apaeifie 
doty  may  be  laid  on  fcreign,  reAtred       -     730 

Parker,  Junes,  of  Maaaacbiuetti,  wae  qaalified, 

and  took  hi*  wat       -        -        -        .        .    701 

Paikar,  Severn  E-,  of  Virginia,  wsa  qnaliflod    -     703 

FeacaigoDla,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rankin,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  vere  inaliDotad  Ca 
inquire  into  the  eipediencj  of  eatabliah-. 
ing  B  port  of  entry  at  the  mouth  of        -  1690 

Paequier,  Charlea  Henry,  and  otheri,  (Swiei 
emigranta,)  an  adrerM  report  on  the  pe. 
titiou  of,  cancmred  In    -        -        ■        ■  lfi90 

PataaU,  report  oi,  iaeoad  in  181 S,  by  the  8eer»- 

tary  of  War-        .        .        .        ,        .    ggi 

Palridge,  Aldan,  Mr.  Rich  preaenlad  tbe  memo- 
rial oi;  laftorrad       1674 

Patteraon,  William,  and  othera.  (See  St.  Da- 
miiuro.) 

PaUereon,  Thomas,  of  PenruylTaaia,  was  qual- 
ified, Ac 701 

Payment  for  property  destroyed  by  the  British, 
papers  commonicaled  by  the  Seerelary 
of  War  in  relation  to  the  execution  of 
the  ad  to  inthoriie        ....  Msa 

PajDe,  John,  ■  report  recamniending  rtjectiao 

of  tbe  petition  of gSS 

Pead  Rifer,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Kankin,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  nrere  iniltucled  to 
inqnire  into  the  eipedieucy  of  establish- 
ing a  port  of  entry  at  the  month  of         -  1094 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  eetahliah  tbe  die. 

triet  of 1833 

twice  read,  and  referred     -        -        -        .  1837 
laporleil  without  amendment     -        -        .  issT 

Pedt,  Harmanna,  of  New  York,  was  qualified    701 


Page. 

PeUett,  Joha,  a  bill  from  (he  Senate  for  relief  of  16H 

read  twice,  and  referred    -        -       .       .  ifi97 

the  committee  recommend  indefinite  poet* 

pODoment      ---...  I674 

PeatoM,   Clemaal   B.,  a  bill  for  relief  o^  twice 

read 798 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ■  -  -  ■  S81 
third  reading  DcgatiTod  -  -  .  .  BSS 
and  ReTDlutionary  Claims,  appoint- 
ment of  the  standing  Committee  of  -  700 
the  oommitlee  discharged  -  -  -  -  i334 
none,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  in  ro- 
lation  to,  improperly  granted  •        -     0S9 

PenniyUa&ia,  a  bill  from  the  Sanala  to  alter  the 
tines    for    holding    the    United    Butea 
Court  for  the  Weitemdiatrict  of    -        -  1170 
twice  read,  and  referred    -        -        .        .  1318 
Peoria,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  fin  relief  of  the 

inhabitants  of,  read  twice       ...  2gl4 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -  )SS4 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  3M3 

Perkins,  Samnel  O.     (See  St.  Dominga.i 
Perry,  Hardy.     (Sea  MeOnw,  Joka.) 
Parry,  OliTet  H.,  on  motion  of  Hi.  Lowndes 
the  NbtsI  Committee  were  iiutnicted  to 
inqunv  into  the  expedieDij  of  eiteoding 
to  the  widow  of,  the  proTisions  of  the 
law  fbf  widows  of  nsTal  oSoers,  Ac.      -   1403 
Mr.  Randolph  proposed  a  anbatitutei  that 
prOTision  be  made  by  law  for  the  sapparl 
of  the  widow  and  edueatioD  of  lb*  chil- 
dren of  the  late,  which  was  adeptad,  and 
a  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  I4S3 
a  bill  for  the  benefil  of  the  bmily  of  the 
late,  read  twice,  &e.      .        -        .        .  1641 
Perry,  Margaret,  a  bill  fbr  relief  of,  twice  read  ISIS 
FetilioDs  of  Right,  Ac,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pin- 
dall,  the    Judiciary  Committee  were  in- 
atmcted  to  inqnire  into  the  expediency 
of  providing  by  law  fbr  the  proaecBtion 
of  anits  in  tbe  nature  of        •        -        -    713 
Pattibone,  Daniel,  Mr.  Folger  preaented  sundry 
depoeitiona  going  to  ahow  that,  i«  not  tbe 
inventor  of  the  art  of  welding  cast  steel 

to  iron S49 

PeCtit,  Peter.    (See  Cavalitr,  AntKony.) 
Pbelpe,  Elishs,  of  Connecticnl,  was  qualified    -     701 
Pbileen,  Robert,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qnslifiad     707 
Piatt,  John  H.,  a  bill  from  tbe  Senate  for  relief 

of,  twice  read,  and  referred  -  -  -  ISIS 
repOTted  witlioat  amendment  ...  SOOB 
ordered  to  a  third  TcaJing-  ...  317s 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  3180 
Pincknej,  Charlea,  of  South  Carolina,  was  quel- 


'"K 


&C. 


703 


apeach  of,  on  the  reaalalion  to  print  the 
aeeret  jonmal,  &c.         ....  io&9 

in  explanation 1007 

on  the  MisaoDri  bill 1310 

on  priDtiog  Um  joqrnal  of  tbe  Old  Congress  10SS 
Pindall,  James,  of  Virginia,  was  qnitified,  Ac.    70S 
remarks  of,  on  ths  bill  to  accommodate  the 

oircait  conrt  Ot  tbe  Kstrict  of  Coltimbia  7H 
speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill  .  .  .  1360 
remarks  of,  tm  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 

Savannah  suSereia  ....  I8OO 
Ml  the  bill  fbr  relief  of  (General  Wilkinson  IBSB 


^yCoOi-^lc 


Hook  Froaidinffi  rmd  Bebatn. 


Piga. 
V\ncj,  OD  matioB  of  Mr,  Ballar,  the  JndiciMy 
Cammiitra  i>«ra  imtriicled  to  inqoira 
whit  fnr^lr  proiiuoD  i*  necnurj  to  de- 
fine and  puniib  the  crims  of  -  -  -  1877 
t  Mil  to  continue  in  force  the  >cl  to  protect 
commerce  anil  paaiih  the  crime  ot^  reed 

mice IMS 

■  biJI  froro  the   Senete  (o  the  lame  effect. 

leeil  twice  end  referred  -        -        -  S063 

reported  will)  emend  men  ta        ...  SSIO 

ordered  to  a  third  letding  ...  3S31 

retd  the  third  time,  aad  putcd  *>  emeDded  SS36 

Pitcher,  Nalhiniet.of  New  York,  wu  qatlified, 

and  took  hii  Mat 701 

Pleaaania,  Jbium,   of  Virginia,  wet  qoalifiad, 

and  took  hi>  aeat    .      '  -        •        •        -     703 
the  Spealier  preaeated  the  reaiKOitiOD  of  -     7S7 
Plumer,  Williain,  jr.,  of  New  Hampatiire,   waa 

qualified,  &c. 701 

apeech  of,  on  the  Miaaonri  bill    -        -        -  UlS 
Point  Coopce.  Mr.  Butler  preianted  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Lrgiilature  of  Louinant,  pray- 
ing the  grant  of  a  ]ot  An  a  aaminaiy  at, 
referred  ......  166C 

adverae  report  (hereon       -        .        .        .  3306 
Poelafe,  Mr.  Phelpa  luboiitted  a  re«>lntion  on 

theiubjeetof 939 

Poal  Office  Department,  Mr.  F.  alao  autanitted  a 
reaolution  concerning'  the  aeeannta  of  the, 
referred  to  the  Beeretary  of  the  Treaanry     991 
Poal  Office  Eatabiiahment,  a  bill  &om  the  Senale 
in  addition  to  the  act  regulating  the,  read 
twice  aod  referred         ....  1074 
reported  withoul  amendment      •        .        -  ISSfi 
read  the  Ibird  time,  and  paaaed  .        -        -  1695 
Po(t   Offieea   and  Poal  Roada,  appointment  of 

the  etanding  committee  on     -        *        -     7D& 
a  bill  to  alter  and  eat^liih  certain,  read 

twice SS06 

read  the  third  lime,  and  paaaed  -  -  2307 
returned  from  the  Senale  with  amendmenta  3331 
read  and  concnrred  in  -  •  -  -  S336 
Poll  Roada,  a  bill  to  alter  and 


.  1774 


Potter,  Poll;,  report  of  the  Pajmaatcr  General 

on  the  petition  of,  roferred      -        .        . 

Preemption,  a   bill   from   the   Senale  granliog 

right!  of,  lo  certain  aetttera  in  Ohio,  twice 

read 1900 

ordered  lo  a  third  reading        -        .        •  3384 
read  the  third  time,  and  paiied  >        -  SS43 

Preaident  of  the  United  Statu,  appoiatioent  of 
Ihe  uaual  commitlee  to  wail  on  the 

report  of  Ihe  aame 

reaolutioni  to  refer  the  mnnal  meaaage  of 
Preaqoe  Iile,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy  in  relation  to  the  harbor  o(  referred     934 
PrcToi^  Solomon,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

relief  of 

twice  read,  and  referred     -        ■        .        .  IB3T 
Printer*  of  Booka,  the  petiUon  of  the,  of  Phila- 
delphia, praying  ttiat  an  additional  doly 
may  be  laid  on   booka  imported 
PrtTile  Land  Claima,  appointment  of  the  ilind. 
ing  committee  on  - 
the  commitlee  diieharged  -        .  -3341 

PiiTiteer  Peoaion  Fund,  report  of  the  Secretary 

of  the  Naty  oB  the        •        -        -        -  lOH 


PafS. 

Pmate  Glaimi.on  motion  of  Mr.  Foller,  the  Ja- 
dieiary  Committee  were  inttmcted  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  providing  by 
law  for  the  aettlement  of  -  -  -  1740 
Privateering,  Mr.  Ron  preaented  a  memorial 
Erom  Ohio  praying  that  meaanrea  may  be 
adopted  lo  aboliah  the  practice  of,  refer- 
red         737,354ft 

report  of  tbe  committee  thereon  -        •     8S0 

committee  diieharged         -        .        .        .     8S1 
Privilege,  Mr.  Randolph  having  moved  a  qaea- 
lion  of,  which  the  Hotue  refaied  to  con- 
aider,  lubmitted  a  reaolntion  lo  cipnnge 
lo  mach  of  the  37lh  rule  aa  relaUd  to  the 
reconaideration  of  a  vote        ...  1590 
Priiei,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Shaw,  the  Secretary  of 
the    Navy  waa  directed    to  report   tbe 
amonnl  received  from  Ihe  two  per  cent 
deduction  from  Ihe  aale  of,  for  the  benefit 
of  dialreaaed  aeamen       .        -        -        .  IQSV 
Property  loit  in  the  Seminole  war,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Canaon,  a  commitlee  wia  appointed 
[o  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
payment   for  .....    711 

a  bill  10  thai  eOeet  twice  read 

Uie  third  reading  negatived 

Mr.  Qroaa  tnhmittrd  a   aimiiar  reaolution 
embracing  Pittaborg 

eoniidared  and  negatived  . 

Mr.  Foot  Bubmilted  a  reaotation  directing 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  report  the  man- 
of  the  former  act  to 


for 


Ihe  Secrelary'i  report  in  reply 
Protection  loMana&ctuTea,  memorial  of  Ihe  Con- 
vention at  New  York  praying 


Soeie^  n 
memorial    of  the  ciliaena    of    Middletown, 

Connecticnt,  fc 
memorial  of  the   Pennaylvania  Bociety  filr  S411 
Ftthlic  Bnildinga,  appointment  of  a  aelect  c 
mitua  on  the 
a  Meaaage  from  the  Preaident  Iranamilting 

ihe  report  of  the  CommiMioner  of  the 
report  of  the  aelect  committee  on  the 
tbe  committee  diieharged 
Public  Debt,  alalemanl  of  the   ... 

detailed  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 

aary  ihowing  Ihi  itata  of  the        -        -  ' 

Public  Expcnditurea,  appointment  of  the  itand- 

ing  committee  on  - 
Public  Landi,  appointment  of  the  itanding  c( 


I  bill  from  the  Senate  10  change  the  mode 
of  diapoaing  of  the,  twic«  reid,  and  re- 

ferred 

reported  with  amendmenta 
amendmenta  dtaigrecd  to,  and  the  h 

dared  lo  a  third  reading 
read  the  tbird  lime,  and  paaaed 
Parkin,  Jacob,  Mr.  McLean  praaenteJ  the  peti- 
tion of,  refiirred      .... 
an  (Hlverae  r^Mrt  Aereon 
read,  and  agreed  to    •        .        -        ' 
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Qnvlra,  TnniUU,  lemirkii  of,  on  bit  rcaolatioii 

MltUog  to  khe  Arm;  *o<l  Kkvj      .        -     8fi9 
■nnouncing  lh«  dctih  of  Da*id  Wklker    -  1568 
QoHteiiDHtcr   Oeneral,  report  of  th«,   itatiDg 
the  tanni  of  contract  Hit  Ihs  tnolpoTla- 
tion  of  nopB  up  tlie  M  UaoDii  •        ■        •     SU 
R. 
fUbb,  Jtmei.    (See  Nttvtom  Joahua.) 
BagUnd,  Thomu.     (8ea  Cadel».) 
lUndolpb,  Jubn  of  Virginii,  vh  qadifiad,  &.c.     704 
remuki  of,  on  inclefinita  pastponement  of 

the  Properly  bill 760 

OD  theNafydeficieocy  -  -  -  787,  TS9 
on  the  bill  fbi  aapport  of  the  Navy  -  -  817 
ia  reply  to  Mr.  TrUnble  -  -  -  -  81B 
on  the  bill  for  beneSt  of  deaf  and  dumb  8S4,  S8S 
on  Mr.  Catbbert'a  resolution  rMpecliDK  tho 

•lave  trade S35 

on  printing  lh«  Journal  of  the  Old  CoDgnas  1063 
•p«edli  of,  on  hi*  leeolation  re^wcting  ac- 
countability   106& 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Lowndea  ...  -  1066 
in  replj  to  Mr.  Trimble  ...  -  1068 
on  hi*  motion  reapecting  the  contingent  ei- 

penwe  of  the  Houu  -  -  -  -  1464 
on  the  death  of  Daiid  Walker  •  -  -  IS69 
remark*  of,  on  taking  up  the  Appropriation 

tnll 157fi 

Rankin,  Chriatopher,  of  Miuls>ippi,nas  qualified    70S 

■peech  of,  on  the  Miaaonri  bill    -  -  1383 

on  the  bill  ior  relief  of  General  Wilkinaon  -  1SS4 

Ratio  of  Repreieotation,  Mr.  Biuab  (ubmilted 

a  motion  that  a  committee  be  appoiut^d 

to  cooaider  Ihe  eipediency  of  filing  the  -     903 

not  agreed  to    -----        -     904 

Bation*,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitman,  the  Secre- 
tary of  Wai  waa  directed  to  report  a 
Halement  of  Ih*  eipenae  of  fnrniabing 
the  Army  nith,  for  the  year  ending  14tb 
April,  ieiS,wi(baTeregecoit,&c.-  -  739 
report  of  the  Secretary  in  reply  -  -  1463 
Reeeipta  and  Expenditure*,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Randolph,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaurj 
naa  directed  to  report  a  atalement  of, 
Irom  the  beginning  of  the  GoTernment, 
daaaing  the  eipenditurea,  Ac.  -    B77 

a  letter  from  the  secretary  in  reply    .        -  1366 
the  report  of  that  officer  io  detail      -        -  3303 
fiecorda  and  judicial  proceedinga,  Mr.   Simkiu* 
eubmittad  •  reaalution  in  relation  to  the 
faith  and  credit  to  be  given  to  Uie,  of  the 
coDit*  of  any  State*,  aathenticated  and 
prmlnced  in  evidence    -        -        -        .    s97 
conaidered   and   referred   to   the  Jadidary 
Committee    --■..-    %9^ 
Rsdemption  of  Land*,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Morton, 
the  Committee  of  Way*  and  Meani  were 
initructed  to  inquire  nhether  in  any  coae 
further  time  ought  to  be  aUoncd  for  the — 

eold  (or  Uiaa 733 

bill  extending  the  time  allowed  for,  read  twice     898 
read  the  third  time,   and  paned      -        -  1863 
Regiatered  Seamen,  report  o(  indiflerentport*  of 

the  United  Sucei 891 

Segnier,  John  B.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice 

read      .....         .        .  iQiS 

ordend  to  a  third  reading  -        -  1807 

Mad  the  third  time,  and  pawed  .  1809 

l«tli  Com.  lit  SBaa^^e 


Page. 
Reid,  Robert  W.,  ofOvorgia.naaqualified,  Ac  -     70S 

remark*  of,  on  the  Properly  bill      -        -    768 

speedi  of,  on  Mr.  Taylor'a  aoiendioent  to 
the  MiMouri  bill 1M3 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Storra'i  report  concern- 
ing Semincrie  war  1662 

Reid,   Samuel   C.      (See   General   Armitrong, 

Privateer.) 
Reports  at  decisions,  in   the  Bapivme  Court,  a 
bill  frnm  the   Senate  to  conUnue  in  foree 
the  act  to   proride  for,  read  twice,  and 
referred 986 

reported  with  aroendotenta        -        .        -     991 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ■        -        -  SS4S 
Reserration*  of  lend  for  naval  purpoeea,  a  bill  to 

amend  the  act  making,  read  twice  -        .  1360 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        .  3340 

read  the  third  time,  artd  piaaed  .  -  -  334% 
RetraceuiDnoftbe  District  of  Colambia,Mr.i>arl. 
inglon  submitted  a  preamble  and  reaola- 
tion  initrueting  the  Committee  of  the 
Dialiict  of  Columbia  to  inquire  into  the 
projHiety  of  lueking  a,  to  Ifao  State*  re- 
apectively  of  Maryland  and  Virginia — 
which  the  House  rafuacd  to  consider  -  S7S 
Revenue,  a  statement  of  (he     -  •        -    719 

Temonitranoe  of  merchants  of  Baltimore 
againal  any  change  in  the  aystem  of      -  3869 

the  same  from  Ihe  Philadelphia   Chamber 
•f  Commorca        .        .        -        -        .  3497 
Reviaal  anil  UnfiDiabed  Busineaa,  appoinlnent  of 

the  standing  cofnmiltae  of      -        -        -    78S 
Revolutionary  Penaioua,  appointment  of  *  select 

committee  on       -        .        .        -        -     TBt 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Ricb,  the  above  committee 
were  ioatrncled  to  inquire  inlo  Ihe  man. 
ner  in  which  the  act  of  1818  haa  been 
executed,  &«.        -----    734 

report  of  tbe  manner,  Ac.  ...     gOO 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee.  aabmiUed  a  reao- 
Inlion  on  Ihe  subject  of  -        -        -        -    748 

amended  and  agreed  to     -         -         -         -     748 

an  molton  ofMr.  Whitman,  the  commiltae 
on,  were  instructed  Io  inquire  into  the 
eipeiliency  of  repealing  the  acl  of  1818, 
eo  fkr  sa  it  relates  to  perMns  engaged  in 
the  lend  and  naval  service,  Ac-  -    7*9 

repnrtof  said  committee,  thalit  wa*  not  ax. 
pedient  to  repeal  the  act        -        -        -     861 

correspondence  of  the  committee  oa,  with 
Ihe  Secretary  of  War    -        -        -        .    861 

Mr.  CannoD  oBared  a  resolution  to  inquire 
inlo  tbe  eipediency  of  amending  the  law, 
M>  ai  to  place  officer*  and  soldteta  on  an 
equality,  which  wsa  rejeclod  .        .        -    ggg 

Mr.  Pindall  auhmitted  a  joint  roaolution 
concerning 8318 

read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  mt 

read  Ihe  third  lime,  and  paaiod  -        -  SS9S 

Revolutionary  War,  a  bill  u  amend  the  act  to 

trovide  for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the 
uid  and  naval  service  during  the,  read 

twice,  Ac -  ]300 

a  bill  to  contioua  in  force,  without  limit,  the 
ad  to  provide  for  persona  disabled   by 
known  wounds  received  in  the,  read  twk«  169S 
referred  to  a  select  eommitiee    -        >        -  1878 
reported  without  amendnent,  nad  the  third 
time,  and  paiaad aS4S 


^yCoOi-^lc 
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bill  returned  fiDm  tha  Seoite  vith  anund- 
menta,  and  concurred  in         -        -        •  3348 

a  bill,  (tenoned  bj  the  committee  aa  •  aub- 
atitute  for  the  bill  Grit  mentioned  aboia,] 
in  addition  to  the  act  to  profld*  br  cer- 
tain peraona  in  the  land  and  naial  aenice, 
fte^  read  twice      -        -        .        .        -  Ittfl 

ordered  lo  »  third  reading  ...  1711 

read  the  Ibird  tine,  and  paaacd  ■        -        -  I71S 
Rhea,  iohn,  of  TeaneaaM,  wu  qn«lified,  Su. 

apeach  of,on  Indefinite  poitpooement  of  the 
propartj  bill  .... 

remarka  of,  aa  Mr.  Tajlor'a  leatrk 

on  priDlingtha  Journal  ofthe  Old  Congieaa  1009 
OD  Mr.  Foot's  raaolution  ....  UTS 
■peeeh  ofj  on  Mr.  Claj'a  reeolntion  reapad- 

ling  alienation  of  tenilorj  """ 

OD  tha  Dislricl  Banka  bill  - 
outhabilltoregvlatelhe  collection  of  dntiea  S170 
Tamarlu  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  aalea  al 

atiction 3197 

Kice,  Hanry,  report  of  the  Seoetai?  of  State  on 

the  petition  of,  ae  altomej  Air  enndiy 


(8«  ».  Domingo.) 
Sich,  Chailea,  of  Veimoni,  waa  qoalified,  &c. 

apeech  ofi  on  the  Miaaoaii  bill    • 
Riehardi,  Ma^  of  Vermont,  naa  qgalified,  &e. 
Bichtnond,  Jonathan,  of  New  York,  waa  qoali- 

fied,  Jkc. 

BiQggold,  Bamuel  of  Marjland,  wu  qualified, 

and  took  bit  a«st  .        .        -        -        - 

Bead,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  autboriM  the  ep- 

a  coriain,  theiein  neutioned  ■        .        - 
read  Iwico,  and  teftrred     ... 
reported  wilbont  amendmeDt     . 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  - 
Roadi  and  Canala,  appmntment  of  a  eelect 

diacharge  of  aaid  committee 
BoberlaoD,  George,  of  Kentucky,  waa  qaalifled, 
and  look  hia  aeal   -        -        -        • 
remark!  af,  on  the  District  Banka  bill 
on  the  bill  Ibr  relief  of  General  WilkiDson 
apeuch  of,  on  the  Land  bill 
Bobertaon,  TliDmai  C,  and  Tbomaa  Shielda,  id- 

verea  report  on  the  petition  of 
Rock  Creek  Ghntch,  a  bill  aothoriusg  the  lale 
of  a  part  of  the  glebe  of,  twice  read 
ordered  to  ■  third  reading 


1677 


ia  naa  qaali. 


184B 


if  of,  twice  read  - 
Rogara,  Thomu  J.,  of  Pennajli 

Ronde,  Pierre  Denie  de  la,  a  bill  from  the  Sen^ 

ale  for  relief  of,  twice  read     • 
Boaa,  Thomaa  K.,  of  Ohio,  waa  qaalified 
Bnlae  and  Ordera,  the  adaption  of     - 

Hr.  Little  aubmitted  an  amendment  to  the    704 
Mr.  Piodall  did  the  aame 
cooeidered  and  negatived 
Mr.  Lowndea  aabmitied  ■ 

16S7 
Bnaa,  Jobn  of  Conneeticnt,  waa  qnalified,  Ac. 
RDsacll,  JoDathaa,  eorte^pondaaeo  of,  with  6m 

Bwedtah  GoTernment    ...        -  93M 


1S4B 


Rdhis,  report  of  the  Becrctar;  of  State  in  rela- 
tion to  lbs  petition  of  Eliphslet  Lond, 
aeltiog  forth  claims  against    . 


or  Forfeiture  of  Lands,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Hendricks,  the  Committee  of  Public  Ls>da 
were  inatrocted  to  inquire  into  the  cipe- 
dienc;  of  sDspending  the  act  contioning 

the,  &c 

(See  ForfatuTt.) 

I  of  Public  LbdJb,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robert- 
eon,  the  Cooimitlee  of  Public  Lsods  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  tbe  eipediencf 
of  allowing  ■  credit  on  > 

Mr.  Campbell  presented  the  petition  of  1 

.,  nL:„    .^  relation  to. 


Page 


ihabitants  o(  Ohit 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  making  further  pro- 

viaion  for,  read  twice,  and  referred  - 
reported  with  amendments 
amendments  not  agreed  to,  and  bill  ordered 

to  a  third  reidjng  . 
read  the  (bird  time,  and  psaaed 
Sampaon,  Gabriel,  of  Haaaachusella,  was  qnali- 
fied. Ac        

Sands,  Auatin  L.    (See  Statiu.  Eteatttr.) 
Sawyer,  Ijemuel,  of  North  Carolina,  wm  quali- 
fied, Ac        

remarks  of,  on  hia  resolution  conceiaing  of- 


ficen 


Sdliefflin,  Jacob,  and  Henrj  B,,  Mr.  Meigs  pre- 
sented the  prtition  of,  which  waa  referred 
thu  Secrelar;  of  Stale         ... 


Hiri,  waa  qaali- 


I6S0 

ISW 
IWI 


lers 

1606 


t,  j7hn,  ■ 


Scott,  John,  delriatefram   Mia 

remarks  of,  on  poslpaning  Mr.  Tajlor's  res- 
olution ..-..-. 

speech  of,  on  the  Miaaoun  bill    .        -        .  1 
Secret  Journal  of  the  Old  Congress,  Mr.  Stmther 
tubmitled  a  reaululion  to  print  the,  read 


ordered  to  s  third  rrsding          •        -        -  1 
(See  Old  Congrm.) 
Seminole  War.  report  of  Ur.  Storrs  on  the  pe- 
titions for  pajmoot  fitr  loasea  auataiaed 
in  the ■ 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of  the  offi- 
cers Ac.  who  serred  in  the    - 

laid  on  tbe  table        ..... 
report  on  the  nubject  nf  boraea  lost  in  the  - 
Sergeant,  John,  o>  fenni'jli'aaia,  waa  qnalified, 

and  look  hia  aeat  ..... 
apeech  of.  on  the  Miiannri  bill  .  .  - 
remsrha  nf  on  the  Senale'a  ■mendneola  to 

the  Maine  bill 

remarka  of,  aa  the  bill  coocerning  aalea  al 

Settle,  Thomas,  of  North  Carolina,  was  quali. 
Sed,  *o.       -       -       r       -       -       - 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  rrgulale  the  collec. 

tion  ofdutit-s,  dtc.  -        .        .         . 

Shaw,  HenrjF.  of  MasaachaBeUB,  waa  qoaliGed, 


1661 
t67S 
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ffluwnceUwn,  a  bill  lo  aalhariie  the  Cammi*- 
■ioaera  of  the  Ltnil  OSca  lo  remit  pij- 
ment  of  certain  imtaliaenti  on  lota  in, 

read  twice 719 

B  third  rtading  nigtlited  -        -        -        •849 

Shield!,  Jamee,  *  bill  lor  relief  of,  twice  read    -  lfiB8 

oidereil  to  ■  third  reading  -        .        -        ■  1S31 

read  the  third  time,  and  puMd  -        -  ISSS 

Shieldi,  Thomaii.    (8m  Soberltorty  Thomat  C.) 

Shipley,  Etber,  a  hill  for  relief  oF,  read  twice    -     SOO 

ordered  lo  a  third  reading  -        -    8SS 

read  the  third  lime,  and  paeied  -        ■     89S 

retnmedfroni  the  SeiiBle  with  amendmcnti  I3a6 

read  and  concurred  in      -        -        -       -  1383 

Sholea,  Captain  Slaoton,  a  hilt  for  relief  of,  read 

twice    ----...     848 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        -  ISO? 

read  the  third  lime,  and  paeaed  .        .        -  IBOS 
Shate,  John.     (Bee  Harding,  John.) 
Sick  and  Disabled  Seamen,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate to  provide  for,  read  twice,  and  referred  1900 
repoHed  with  amendmenU        -        -        •  1948 
ordered  to  a  third  reailing  ...  S339 

read  the  third  time,  and  paued,  aa  aineaded  3343 
,    the  Senate  agreed  and  diiagraed        -        •  3346 
the  Honu  jaaiated  on  one  amendment  and 

receded  from  the  ml     ■        .        -        ■  S347 
nemonal  of  the  Goiernortof  the  New  York 
Hoapital  in  relation  to  the  caie  of  -        -  2543 
Silahee,  Nathaiiial,  of  Maaaachncetla,  waa  qual- 
ified, &c.       701 

apeech  of,  on  the  raviiion  oftbe  Uriff  -   1987 

remarki  of,  on  the  Inil  concerning  aalea  at 

auction 3176 

Simkina,  Etdred,  of  South  Carolina,  waa  quali- 
fied, Ac, 70S 

remarks  of,  on  the  Senale  amaodmenta  to 

the  Maine  bill 1407 

■peech  of^  on  the  militarr  apprapriationa  -  16U7 
remarks  of,  on  the  Diilrict  Baaka  bill  -  1839 
apaech  of,  on  Mr.Cohb'a  amendment  to  the 

CDDititation 1856 

apeeeh  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  land  titlee  3311 
Bimpeon,  James,  Mr.  Hoselej  preaented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  .....    933 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  thereon      -  1450 
SiokiBg  Fund,  ennual  report  of  the  commis- 

sioneia  of  the,  tiansmitled       -  -  1114 

copj  of  said  report     .        .        ■        ■        .  3353 
Skinner,  Joeeph  H.,  a  bill  for  reUef  of,  twiea 

read 991 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  ]bu7 

read  the  third  lime,  and  psMed  -        -        -  1809 
Sister;,  Mr-  Heigs  submitted  a  preamble  and 

resolutions  concerning   ....  1113 
Hr.  Fool  oflered  reaoluliona  on  the  subject 

of,  in  the  Tarritoriaa      -        -        -        -1171 
proceedings  and  raamorial  of  the  people  of 

Newport 2452 

proceeiungs  and  memorial  of  the  people  of 

Hartford 3467 

Slave  Trade,  a  Meaaage  from  the  Prenitent  of 
the  United  Butcs  in  lalation  to  the,  re- 
ferred     741 

Ur.  Cuthbert  submitted  a  reaolntion  con- 
cerning tbe    -        •        -        •        -        -    936 
■greed  to,  and  refemd  to  a  committM       •    936 


Stave  Trade—eoatinnad.  Page- 

a  joint  reiolalion  anthoriiiog  the  Preeident 

to  Drgotiale  nitb  foreign  Pawera  on  the 

meanii   of  abolishing   the  Aftican,  read 

twice 3816 

read  the  third  tiQia,aad  passed  -  -  -  3S30 
Sloan,  John,  of  Ohio,  was  qoalified,  ftc  -  -  703 
speech  of,  on  ihe  Land  bill  -  -  -  1889 
Slocumb,  John  of  North  Carolina,  waa  qualified, 

and  took  tiis  aeat 704 

remarks  of,  on  the  militar;  appropriationa  -  1607 
Smart,  Robert,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Woodbridge, 

the  dsim  of,  was  referred  -  -  -  169S 
Smith,  Jamee  8.,  of  North  Carolina,  was  qnali- 

fied,  4e. 703 

remarks  of,  on  Ihe  Censue  bill  •  -  .  9SS 
on  the  Senate  ameDdmeala  to  the  Maine  hill  1408 
on  the  bill  for  relief  of  the  Savannah  su^ 

ferers 1809 

■peech  of,  on  the  proposed  amendment  of 

the  Constilittioa  aa  it  regards  Electors  of 

President  and  Vice  President  -        -  1903 

Smith,  Bernard,  of  New  Jeraej,  was  qnslified, 

and  took  his  seat  ...  -  -  701 
Smith,  Samuel  of  Marjtand,  was  quslifird,  &e.  701 
remirlts  of,  on  the  resolutiiin  toucliiog  Armj 

eiecutione 717 

on  Hr.  Trimbla's  resolutions  •  -  -  746 
on  the  Properl;  hill  .  -  -  .  7S1,  770 
on  Ihe  Niivy  dpSoiencj  bill  ...  788 
on  Hr-  Tajlor'a  restrictive  resolution  -    803 

speech  of,   on   the  appropriations   for  the 

Navy 804 

lemarke  of,  on   Mr.  Strothar's  resolutione 

respecting  the  finances  -  -    917 

epeech  of,  on  Mr.  Sturr's  amendment  to  the 

MiaHiuHblU 940 

remarka  of,  on  taking  up  the  appropriation 

bills 1676 

ou  the  military  approprialiona    ...  1616 

on  the  forlificaliiios 1630 

on  Ihe  lull  lor  relief  ofOeneral  Wilkinson  -  1834 

on  sales  at  auction 3174 

OD  the  Loan  bill  -  2186,  3193,  2198,  3S38 
Smith,  Ballard  ofVirginia,  was  qualified,  &c  •  703 
Smyth,   Aleiander  of  Virginia,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  .....  703 
remarks  ul',  on  Army  executions  ■    738 

■peech  of,  on  the  Property  bill  -  -  -  776 
«n  Mr.  Tajliir's  amendment  to  the  Uiesoori 

bill »9» 

on  the  military  appropriations  ...  1625 
Smyth,  Richard,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 

liefrf 1968 

twice  read,  and  referred  ....  1907 
repuried  without  aaendment  ...  S0U9 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  3343 
Sautbard,  Henry  of  New  Jersey,  was  qualified, 

and  look  bis  erat 701 

remarks  of.  on  the   bill  concerning  Indian 

trsditig-houui 1390 

South  America,  Mr.  Clsy  submitted  molntions 

ruspecling  Ministers  to  .  .  •  -  1781 
debuto  on  Ihe  resolutions  ....  3383 
ths  first  rcaoluiiun  providing  for  Hinister* 

to,  carried 2389 

resolntiaas  withdramt  •  tSSO 
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Bpain,  Mr.  Flo^d  anbiiiiUed  *  molatioD  iikiDg 
JDlbraiition  ooiiccniiDg  iba  extent  of  ter- 
riloij  ceded  bj  the  Inttj  with        -        •    M8 

lb*  reMlatioa  nefiti^'d    ....    M9 

Mt>  lUid  rabniUad  a  malnUon  of  inquiry 
MDcerninf  (he  slate  of  oar  relatianiwill). 
wbiefa  waa  Nferred  t«  the  CoinDiillee  of 
Poreign  Ralaltona  ....  1411 

repcrt  of  aaid  committee  theraoa        -        -  1618 

a  Meaiaga  from  the  Freaident  of  the  United 
Bute*  on  the  aanie  inl^Bct     -        -        -  ieS8 

another  MaMafe,  with  iimdr;  doenmanta 
in  ralalion  to  the  trealj  nilb  •        -  3316 

aaother  HeaMge,  Iranemittiog  letlcn  from 
the  Uiaieter  at  Madrid  ....  2336 
^niah  Spoliationi,  on  moUon  of  Mr.  CoUi,  tha 
Preaidant  waa  reqncilcd  to  forniah  anr 
information  he  inajr  poaaeaa  in  nlation  to 
diimabr lS3fi 

a  Maeaafe  from  the  Presidoot  in  Tepl;        -  333S 
C^enee,  Omma  Keith,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  ' 


INDEX. 

Ikmt  froeuikig*  and  JkbaU*. 

Btorra,  Heni?  R.- 
remarke  of,  in 
en  the  Na«j  E 


TMd  ^le  third  ti 


•  SOGZ 


Siandinf  Committfea,  appoinlnlenl 

Blate  Papert,  a  bill  from  the  Senale,  aathoriiinf 

anbacription  to  certain  voiumta  of,  nad 

twice 801 

conaidered,  and  amended  ....  1677 

and,  on  molioD,  injefinild;  potlponed        -  I6T7 

SUIe  Unirenitiea,   Mr.  Builtr.  of  New  York. 

aubmittvd    a    reaolution,    inatructiDg  the 

Commillce  of  Public  Landa  to  inquire  into 

each  Slate 


the  ApinopriitioD  bill    -        -    8M 
on  hie  amcndmeDt  to  Iheaame  -        .         .    816 

on  the  Maine  bill 843 

on  hia  reeotntion  to  print  the  aecret  joonwl  lOCSi 

iwe 

in  tepi;  to  Mr.  Pinckne;    -        .        -         .  iQST 
remarka  of,  on  Iba  Senate  amcndmeDte  tii 

the  Maine  bill 1M7 

on  the  ippranriation  for  IbrliGeationa  •  YOU 

on  printing  the  aecret  jonrnal      -        -        .  16ST 
on  the  Senate  amendmenta  to  the  HilitaTj 

Bppioprialioaa        .....  17H 
an  the  bill  coDCerning  aalea  at  auction  S174,SIM 
on  the  I.oan  bUl         ...        -  st9S,  SStt 
Street,  Randall  A.,  of  New  York,  waa  qualified, 

and  look  hia  seat  .....  701 
Strong,  William,  of  Vermont,  was  qualified,  &c  701 
Strong,  Jamei,  of  New  Voik,  wsa  qualified,  &&  TBI 
Strather,  George  P.,  of  Virginia,  wai  qualified, 

ind  look  his  aeat  -  .  ~  .  .  709 
narkaof,  on  eiecutionain  the  Army  •  139 
the  Circuit  Court  bill  ■  .  ■  783,  TM 
hia  reaolntiou  respecting  the  Euancea  •  017 
■ech  of,  on  prinliiig  the  secret  joanial,&(u  10B6 
reply  to  Mr.  Storra  .         -         .  .  IQM 

Senate  amendmenta  to  the  HaiiM 


a  trac 


BXpcJiencf  or  granting  to  eac 
act  of  land  for  endowmeot  of 


883 


I,  and  referred  accordingly 
at  it  ia  ineipedient 
il  Accoonta  of  Commerce  and  Naviga- 
tion,  report  coutaialng   -        .        -        -  S4H 
Statue  of  Wa^ington,  ■  bill  from  the  Senate  to 
remit  the  dutiea  on  a,  twice  read,  and  re- 


reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  13IB 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  •  -  1343 
BiMie,  John,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read  -  1790 
oidared  to  a  third  Trading  -  -  .  -  IT9S 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  ■  -  1807 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amaad- 

read,  and  concurred  in      -        -  -  H 

Stanegrapheia,  Mr.  Pindsll's  motion  concerning, 

negatiTcd      ------  li 

Ratena,  James,  of  Conaeeticnt,  waa  qualified    - 
speech  ol,  oa  the  Beoale  amendmenta  to  the 

MisBonrilnll li 

Sineni,  Ebeneier,  and  Anatin  h.  Sands,  a  bill 
from  the  Senate  for  relief  of,  twice  read, 
and  referMil  -        -        .         -        -  ll 

reported  without  amendment     -        -        -  3 
ordered  to  lie  on  Ibe  Ubie  -        -        -         .3: 
Stewart,  Snaaunafa,*  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read  11 
ordered  10  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -  3 
read  ihe  third  time,  and  paaaed         -        -  3 
Btockbridge  Indiana.  (Sre  Konkopet,  Jacob,  ir^-) 
SinTB,  Ucnrj  R.,  ofNew  York  WBsquaLBed    - 
temaika  of,  on  eiecntiona  in  Ihe  Army 

on  the  Properly  bill 

on  bia  motion  »r  indefinite  poelponeneatof 


7e4 


biU 


teller  from,  reugning  hia  aeat  -        -        .  tMS 
Sinll  and  Williams,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Trai^,  Ae 
SecreUry  of  War  was  directed  to  report 
copiea  uf  any  agreement  with,  relative  t» 
a  loan  of  powder,  Ac     ■        -        -        -  1464 
(See  I^oofU  0/  Poii>der,  4t.) 
SoppraaaiaD  of  the  Slate  Trade^  appuiatment  «C 

a  select  committee  on  the        .        -        .    707 
Supreme  CoDtt.    (Bee  Sipertt  of  Detuioiu  m 

Iht.) 
Sonirlng  OiGeera  of  the  Benduliaa,  a  bill  far 

reliafof,  read  Iwioe  .  .741 

firat  aeclian  almck  t.sl        .        .        .        .  1S4> 

Swattwaut,  Robert,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  far 

relief  of  ......  1836 

read  twice,  and  referred     ....  1640 

reported  without  amendment  -  1641 

ordered  la  a  third  reading  .        -        .        .  1S98 
read  the  third  time,  and  paiaed  -        •        -  1701 
Sweden,  documenta  in   relation   to   indemnity 

Bgainsl  ......  S364 

Swiss,  the  Speaker  preaenled  the   pelition  of  a 

compta;  uf,  referred        ....  1049 

oammitlee  diacharged         ....  14S4 

8l  Charles,  Miaaourit  the  Speaker  preaenled  a 
letter  from  the  truateeaoflhe  town  oi;  Te> 
■peeling  the  commone,  referred  -  -  1451 
St.  Domingo,  report  ofthe  Secretary  of  State,  on 
sundry  dsimaSH'  indemnity  for  spolialians 
committed  by  the  BUtboritiea  of  -  -  IS77 
Ihe  report  in  full,  on  the  petition  of  Samoel , 
G.  Ferkina,  and  othera    -        .        .        .  SUS 


Tariff,  the  Speaker  preaenled  a  pelitkn  ttoa 
Pennaylvania,  prajiog  anch  a  reTiaioa  of 
the,  aa  to  encourage  minufaelures,   re- 
Mr.  Edward^  of  ConneclicDt,  p 
similar  petition,  r«(atred 
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Mmut  Procttdii^  and  LebaUf. 


Tariff— continaei).  Page. 

Mr.  Eddj  prsMnted  a  pemion  of  the  lidiu 

of  Hhods  Iilud,  isfnT«(l  -  -  -  712 
Mr.   Setgennt  OTraented  ■  petition  of  tbe 

Philadelphia  Chamber  of  Commerce  -  1389 
Mr.  Tyler,  of  Virginia,  praiented  «  coDOler 

memariat 1403 

•  comparative  liew  of  Ihe  exiating  -  -  1913 
Tarr,  Chriitian,  of  Fennijlvania  hm  qnali£«d, 

and  tooii  hia  aeat      -  -  -  -     701 

T^lor,  John  W.,  of  ffevr  York,  vras  qualified, 

and  look  his  seat 701 

ramaika  o^  on  the   reaolution  eonuemins 

armj  eiecationa  -  -  .  -  -  730 
leinarka  of,  iniiodQctoryof  hia  teatrictiTe  tea- 

olDtion 738 

on  the  reavlution  allowing  bounty  land  to 


an  lua  second  TOolationteatriclinKaUveij  -    903 
SOS 
apoech  of,  on  bia  motion  to  amend  the  Mit- 

■onri  bUl -    950 

TenualljUnrn,  Mt.  Warfield  premnted  a  petition 
1^  the  inhabitant*  of  the  Diitrict  of  Co- 
lumbia, prajing  a  repeal  of  the  act  author- 
hnng  a  turnpike  from  Georgetown  to  -  16S6 
Terai  of  Office,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  limit  the, 
in  certain  caMi,  te  fosr  jeara,  read  twice, 

and  referred S8I4 

lepoTted  without  amendment      .        ■        -  SS80 
Tmill,  lieorge  \f.,  of  Georgia,  waa  qnaliSed, 

and  took  hia  seat 703 

TerritOTialGoTenminitfbrlhe  Diitrict  of  Colum- 
bia, Mr.  Whitman  aubmiltad  a  resolntion 
to  inqnita  inlo  the  expediency  of    -        -     m 
leadutian  negatired  ...        -        -    800 
TtmaJu  to  the  Speaker,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wai> 

field,  a  TOte  of SSBO 

er  Centum,  a  bill  to  prorii 
>  Ulinoia,  on  the  prooseda 
&e.,  lead  twice     j.        .        .        -        -  1381 
TomKnaou,  Qideon,  of  Connecticut,  waa  quali- 
fied, and  took  hia  aeat    -  •        -     701 
Tomplrina,  Caleb,  of  New  York,  wai  qoalified, 

and  look  bia  seat 701 

Topographical  Kspotta,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cook, 
tho    Secretarj   of  War   waa    directed  to 
report  the  aeveral,  reapecting  the  practi- 
CiJiilit;  of  connecting  the  waters  of  IlliBois 
rirer  with  Lake  Michigan       -  -    7S3 

s  letter  from  the  Secratary  in  Te[dj    -        -    801 
reTamu]  to  the  Committee  on  Roada  and 
Canals  -------    846 

Townaend,  Pelar.     (Bee  ^ruon.  Jama,  A.e.) 
Traqt,  Albert  H.,  of  New  York,  was  qualified, 

and  took  hia  seat 701 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  sate*  at 
auction  --...-  1176 

Tnde  with  the  Indian  Tribe*,  report  on  the  pe- 
tition from  St.  Loui*  en  the  aubjcct  of    -    891 
Ttading-Housaa,  a  bill  to  continae  in  fbrce  fbr  a 

furthertimetheaGte*lBbli*hing,Teadtw>ee  ISBO 
read  the  tfalrd  time,  and  paased  -        -        -  1830 
Transfer  of  Appropriationa,  the  Speaker  preasat- 
ed  o  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  wiih 
a  atatement  of  the  -----    SSO 
Trobsportation  of  Baggage,  Ac,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Cocke,  the  Military  Couamittea  were 
inatrtietcd  to  inquire  into  and  report  the 
aUowaneei  made  to  offioera  of  the  Amy    760 


Pag.. 
Treasury  Department,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  fbr 

the  better  organization  of  the  -         -        -  1807 

read  twice,  and  referred     .        -        -        .  igOB 

reported  without  amend  men  I     -        -        -  IBIS 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  •  SMS 

Treaaurf,  War,  and  Nary  Departmenta,  a  bill 

in  addition  (o  the  Baveial  acta  eBtabUibing 

aoil  regulating  the,  read  twice        -        •    898 

bill  r«coaUDilted 9S4 

reporlsd  with  amendments  ...  iftfts 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1673 
read  the  diird  time,  and  pasaad  -  -  .  1676 
Trimble,  Daiid,  of  Kentucky,  was  quatifiod,  Ac  703 
remark*  af^on  the  reaolalion  touching  army 

780 


speech  of,  on  hia  resolution  relating  to  draw> 

bocka,  &c     -        -        -        ■        ■ 
on  the  Nat  J  appropriationa 
nmarka  of,  on  Mr.  Raodolph'a  motion  re- 

apecting  accounUbility  -        -        -  1087, 106S 
on  the  military  appropriattoaa    ' 
speech  uf,  on  Mr.  Clay's  resolution  respect- 
ing alienation,  &c. 
on  the  Loan  bill 
Tucker,  George,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  dec. 
speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill    -        -        - 
Tucker,  Starling,  of  Sooth  Carolina,  was  qnali- 

fied.  *c. 

Two  Millions,  a  bill  aDtboriiing  the  President  to 
borrow,  read  twice  ... 

amended  bj  increaitng  tho  anonnt    - 
ordeied  to  a  tbM  reading  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  paased 
(See  Loan.) 
Tyler,  John,  of  Virginia,  ws*  qnalited,  Ac. 

remarke  of,  on  the  claim  of  Samuel  O.  Ad- 


-  ICH 


-  1BS6 


-  1897 


.  3SU 


U. 

Uffington,  Thoma*  8.,  Mr.  WendoTsr  presented 
the  petition  of        .        .        .        -        . 

Unauthorised  Levies,  report  of  Mr.  Starrs  on  the 

sabjeetof 

three  ihouaand  copies  of  (he  report  ordered 
'"  be  printed 


IMS 
ICM 


Uniform  Mililto,  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  eetab- 

lirii  a,  read  Iwiee 

read  the  third  time,and  paased  ... 
Unilbrn  Syatem  of  Bankruptcy,  metnorial  of  the 
merchaota  of  Boston  on  a       - 
memorial  from  merchants  of  New  York 
United  Agriealtural  Society  of  Virgioia.    (See 

Imports.) 

Unlocated  Claims  to  Land,  a  bill  tor  tha  lelief  of 

persons  holding  confirmed,  read  twice    • 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        .        - 

read  tha  third  time, and  paeaed  ... 

UnproductiTe  Post  Routes,  report  of  the  Peat- 


Unsatisfied  Warrants,  the  Committee  on  Pritrole 
Land  Claim*  were  inatructad  to  ii 
aoneemLng,  la  the  Virginia  line 


188V 
184S 

1887 
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INDEX. 

HouH  Pnaeidfinfft  and  DtbaUt. 


Ptge. 
DnMtUod  Btlaneei,  ■  latMc  from  ths  Comptiol- 

Iflr,  with  ■  tilt  of 11166 

Uphun,  Natli'],  of  N.  Hampahire,  wm  qaalified     701 

V. 
TaednatioQ,   Mr.  Kent  preventcil  the  patition 
of  an  aaaociatioo  frien<lJj  to,  prajing  an 
act  of  incOTporation,  referred 
copy  of  thr  meinarial  on  Ibe  lubject  of        -  Si46 
Tan  Claef,  John  M.     (See  DelUk,  Anlimg.) 
Tib  ReniulacT,  Solomon,  of  New  York,  nai 

qDalified 

Tan    Swearinsaa,  Thoma%    of  Virginia,    waa 
qualified        ...... 

Tane,  Amhroae,  a  bill  for  relief  of|  read  twice  -  ISIS 

real)  llie  third  time,  and  p»Md  -        .        .  SI43 

TeaMliof  Wir.abilt  from  the  Senate  to  aalbor- 

iio  the  building  of  a  ceriain  namber  of  •  IS12 
twice  read,  and  referred  .  .  -  .  1MB 
reportad  nith  ameadmento  ...  jgOS 
reid  the  third  time,  and  paeied  -        -  2340 

Vinceonei  Diatrict,  ■  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain 
nltlera  in  the,  read  twice       .        -        . 
ordered  lo  a  third  reading  ...  igg; 

read  the  third  time,  and  ptiied         •        .  1809 
relQrped  from  the  Senate  with  amindmanta, 
and  concDireil  in  -        ~        •        -        •  3918 
ViniDg,  Charlea.     (Bee  Cadtti.) 
Tiiginia,  Mr.  Ftojd  aubmitted  a  reaolotion  con- 
cerning the  weitarn  diatrictof 
DO   motion   of  Mr;  Pindall,  the  Jadidarj 
Commiltea   were   initrneted  10    inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  aiteriug  the  time 
lor  holding  the  circuit  court  id  the  neat- 

era  diitrict  of 

a  bill  to  that  effect,  twice  read  .        .        - 
raid  tbi  third  time,  and  paaaed 
Trealiud,  Nicholaa,  ■  bill  from  the  Benato  for 
relief  of  the  heira  of,  read  twice,  and  re- 

tepoited  wilboot  amcndiuent    -        -        - 

oidered  to  a  third  rending  ...  iggg 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -        -  ITOI 

W. 

Walker,  Falix,  of  North  Carolina,  waa  qualified     703 
remarki  of,  on  limitiog  the  qaanlity  of  land 

for  eale 1330 

Walker,  Dadd,  of  KautQekj,  wai  qualifled 

thedealhof.announcud  bjMr.  Quariei      -  ISea 
leeoluliona  conaeqaent  theieon  ...  16TS 
Wallace,  Jaoiea,  of  Pennajrlvania,  waa  qualified     701 
War  Qepartmeot,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of, 
aiking  four  additional  cleika  for  the  ler- 
licB  of  the,  referred        -        -        -        -    780 
(Sm  Ckrht.) 
Ward,  Samuel,  a  bill  from  the  Benale  for  the 

relief  of,  read  twice,  and  referred    .        .    77B 
report  recoanoeading  rejecUoa  ...    B33 
Warfleld,  Henr;  R.,  of  Mirjland,  wai  qualified 
remarka  of,  on  the  bill : 


ftw^ 


Waahington,  Mr.  Kent  prcaeated  the  petition  of 
the  Mayor, dec.  aTtDTujint  the  renewal^ 
ade  coocaming,  which  expire  on  the  Itli 
of  March,  ralerred  ....    i\^ 

a  bill  to  incorporate  the  dtj  of,  and  to  ra- 
peal  all  fonner  acta  for  ihia  pnrpoae,  read 

a  bill  from  the  Benala  further  lo  amend  the 

charier  of,  road  twice     ....   U61 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed'  -  14M 

another  bill  from  the  Senate  to  incorporate 

the  inhabitant*  of,  dec  -  .  1SS3 

twice  read,  and  referred  ....  laST 
reporlMl  with  amendmanta  .  IBCS 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  SISO 
read  the  third  time,  and  paiMd,  aa  amended  SMS 
the  Senate  diiagree  to  the  amendmenta,  and 

a  conforenee  ie  agreed  upon  ...  2313 
report  of  the  managara,  concurred  in  -        .  3390 
Waahington  Tumpika  Road  Company,  a  bill  to 
repeal  certain  parta  of  the  act  aulhotiiinf 
them    to   extend  their  road,  &c.,    read 

twice 3306 

Wayi  and  Meana,  appointment  of  the  commit- 


706 


rcuit « 


716 


on  the  bill  for  benefit  of  ttie  deaf  and  dumb  SAG 
apaech  of,  on  printing  the  Secret  Jonraal  .  1062 
remarka  of,  on  the  Senate'e  amendmenlita 

the  military  appropriatiooa  ..  .  >  1789 
on  tbe  Diairici  Bauka  InU  ■  1813,  lB3i 

on  ealae  at  aadion 3176 

introducing  bie  motion  for  •  rote  of  Ibanke 

to  Uie  Bp<a«r 2460 


report  of  laid  committee    -        • 

Wabaler,  John,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read    -  1820 

Weighta  and  MeaiQrea,  Mr.  AUen,  of  Haaiachn- 
aetla,  submitted  amaolntion  on  the  eubject 
oF,  but  withdrew  it  at  the  luggaation  of 
Mr.  Lowndea,  that  the  Secretary  of  Stale 
had  the  matter  nnder  eonaidaration        •    726 

Weill,  Mary,  Mr.  Kent  preaented  the  petition  of 
sundry  iohabitanta  of  Aunapulii  onbdiiliF 
of.  referred M7 

Weill,  John,  a  bill  for  relief  ot;  read  twice  -  IMO 
ordered  tu  alhird  reading-  ...  1807 
read  a  third  time,  and  recommitted  -  •  ISOS 
reported  and  laid  on  the  table    .        .        -1800 

Wait  Qnoddy  Head,  on  moUon  of  Mr.  Hill  the 
Comfflillee  of  Commerce  were  initrueted 
to  inquire  tela  the  expediency  of  proTi- 
ding  a  bell  near  tbe  lighlhouae  on,  &c.  -  1047 

Weatern    Depot,    Mr.   Cook   aubmitted   aundry 

reiolntjani  in  relalioo  to  a     -  -    866 

the  Houie  refused  to  conaidei  it         -        -     868 

Weitern  Roadi,  the  aame  gentleman  aubmitted 

a  reaolation  conceroing  ...  I33t 

referred  to  the   Committee   of  Ways  and 
Mean*  --.....  1833 

Whale  Fieheriei,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Strong,  a 
committee  wa«  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  eipediaacy  of  enoouraging  natire 
Americana  engaged  in  the     ...    860 

Wheaton,  Joaepb,  ttia  ad*erae  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of,  was  referred  to  the  Attorney 
General         ......    m 

letter  from  that  officer  thereon  ...  1137 

While,  William,  a  Meaaage  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States  tranamitting  a  repMt 
from  the  Secretary  of  Stato  coneemins 
the  ImpriKinmenl  of,  at  Bueno*  Ayrci    -    733 

While  River,  Mr.  Hendricke  preKnted  ■  peli- 
tioa  on  the  lubjacl  of  obatruction  to  th« 
naaigatioa  of         .....    Mg 

Wbitlock,  Ambnae,  adiena  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of,  agreed  to 868 


^yCoOi-^lc 


ffouM  Proeteding*  and  Dibatet. 


Wbitman,  Eiekial,  of  MunchawlU,  wu  qaali- 

fled,  &c 701 

ramtTka  of,  od  RsTolDtioDuy  peniiont  •  747 
on  the  bill  to  sccomnodaw  tbe  circuit  court  7Sa 
■pceeh  of,  on  hi*  resolution  (or  territorial 

goTciameDl  of  the  DJitrict  of  Cotumbie  -    794 
ID  rrplj  to  Mr.  Bubonr 


«bili 


sse 


remuka  of,  on  (be  ntio  of  repreeeDUtioD   -     S03 
on  the  BsDite  smendmenta  to  Ihe  Maine  bill  1407 
apcecb  of,  on  the  revicion  afthe  Uriff         -  1SB8 
Wilcox,  Richard,  a  bill  aatboriiing  the  SeciBtaiy 
of  Bute  to  iuue  lettera  patent  to,  read 


a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  Ihe  ume  effect    -  1696 
read  twice         ......  iGS? 

ordered  to  a  third  readiog  .        .        -  ifiSy 

read  the  third  time,  aod  paMCd  -        •  1701 

Wile,  Conrad.     (See  MekMor,  Itaae.} 
WUkinaoD,  Jamei,   Mr.  Rankin  presented  the 

meoioriil  of,  referred  -  -  .  .  1380 
a  bill  for  reliefof,  read  twice  -  -  -1617 
ordered  U>  lie  on  the  Ubie  .        .        .  1831 

diKuiKd,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    .  183S 
read  the  third  lime,  and  pasaed  ■  1837 

WiUiania,  Jareil,  of  Virginia,  wai  qnaliSed,  &c.     70S 
WilliaDia,  Eliaha  W.     {Set  Btatig,  CharlaA.) 
Williame,  Jamea.     (See  Gooding,  John.) 
WiUiama,  Lewii,  of  North  Uarolina,  iraa  <]atli- 

finJ,  &e. 703 

remarka  of,  on  Mr.  Qroaa'a  reaolution  con- 

ceroing  Piltabnrg  loiaea  -  -  724,  7Se 
on  bii  reaolution  coneerning  eiecotioaa  in 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Smilh         .... 

on  Iha  claim  ofS.  O.  Adami  - 
on  the  military  appiopriationa  ...  1610 
on  the  Navigation  bill  ....  1813 
apeech  oT,  on  hie  Navy  reaolutiona  -  .  S140 
remarka  of,  on  the  Loan  bill      -  .       ~  ~ 

WiUiami.  John  8.,  the  Speaker  preaented  a  let- 
ter from,  eiplinalary  of  the  loan  of  powder 
to  the  firm  of  Slull  &  WilMama,  &c.       -  1690 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  asme  aubjecl  189S 
Willia,  Heni7,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the  legal  repre- 

aenlalivea  of,  tniee  read  •        -        -  134S 

onlered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1821 

Kad  a  third  time,  and  ordered  lo  lie  on  the 

table 1833 

tmken  up,  and  paaaed         ....  1648 
returneil  from  the  Benatenith  amendmenla, 

aod  agreed  to 3184 

Wioler,  Eliaha  and  WiUiam.sbill  from  the  Son- 
ata concerning       -        .        .        .        .  3321 
tnice  read,  and  referred     .        .        -        .  3331 
committee  diecharged,  and  bill  laid  on  the 

UbIe 2234 

Wilhara,  Thomoi  C,  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read    1050 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -  1831 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -        -  1823 

tetnraed  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenla  3203 
eonaidered,  and  agreed  to  ...  330S 

Wood,  Silaa,  of  »en  York,  waa  qnelified,  Ac  -     701 
Woodbrtdge,  W.  W.,  delegate  from  Michigan, 

naa  qoalified,  &c  -        -        -         ■     713 

Worthlngtan,  Gad,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 

sndrefencd 718 

reported  mitbout  anendnent  -  .  .  738 
teiul  the  third  time,  and  r^ectcd        •       -    788 


Worthington,  Tbomaa,  a  letter  /rom  the  Comp- 
troller correcting  a  miatake  in  the  bala&ce 

reported  egainit UU 

Y. 
Yeaa  and  Naja,  on  indefinite  poatponement  of 

the  Seminole  bill 77S 

on  conenrring  with  the  Committee  of  Elec- 

tionain  the  caaa  ofHr.  Mallary      .        -    90& 
on  poatpoeing  the  Miaaonri  bill  -        •    038 

on  committing  tlie  Senate  amendment*  to 

the  Maine  bUl I4M 

on   diaagreeing  to  certain  amendmenla  of 

Ibe  aame 1466, 1466 

on  diaagreeing  to  tha  compromiaa  -  14fi7 

on  inaiating  upon  diaagreemenC  .        -  1663 

on  iniietiog  on  all  other  amendmenta  .  1564 
on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Storra  lo  the  Mi*- 

Bouiibill 1664 

on  Mr.  Tajlor'a  reatrictian  -  .  -  1666 
on  another  amendment  b;  the  aame  •  -  1606 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  Miiaoari  bill  •  1607 
on  final  paaaage  of  the  aame  ...  1673 
on  concurring  with  the  Senate  amendment 

tolheiame 1680,1687 

1693 


on  the  appropriation  for  the  Military  Acad- 

on  the  appropriation  for  penaiona 

on  the  appiopiialioQ  for  the   Cumberland 


1040 
1668 


n  rejecting  the  bill  for  aaiii  road 
ID  the  indefinite  poetponement  of  the  Rev. 

olutionaiy  Fenaion  bill   -        .        -        -  '. 
on  the  iudefini  to  poatpoD  erne  nt  of  the  Senate 

bill  reapecting  the  Seminole  war    -        -  I 
on  the  fioal  paaaage  of  the  bill  concerniDg 

the  publication  of  the  lawa      - 
on  amending  the  bill  lo  proiide  for  certain 

pereona  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval 

aeiiica  in  the  Reialutionaiy  war     1706,  1700 
on  pualponiDg  the  bill  to  amend  the  Revolo- 

tionarj  Peuaion  act        -  '"" 

on  the  final  paaaage  of  Ihe  aam< 
on  ihe  final  paaaage  of  Ihe  bill  for  relief  of 

Deliite  and  othera  -        -        -        -        -  1 
on  the  indefinite  poatponement  of  the  Caa- 


1673 


1690 


-  1718 


le  bill 


-  1783 


on  dieegTeeing  to  tha  Senate  amendmenla 
to  the  Military  Appropriation  bill    - 

on  poatponing  the  Diatrict  Banka  bill 

on  recommitUng  the  aame 

on  atriking  ont  a  aecUon  of  the  Revolution- 
ary Penaion  bill     . 

on  diachargingtho  Committee  of  the  Whole 
from  tha  TarilTbil] 

on  the  third  reading  of  Mr.  Cobh'i 

oa  Mr.  Lowndea'i  reaotntion  relating  to  man- 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  concerning 

the  Hohicean*       -        .        - 
on  •  motion  oonceming  the  tariff 
on  amending  the  Land  bill        .        .        _ 
on  the  final  paaaage  of  Ihe  aama 
on  amending  the  bill  for  clothing  Ihe  Ar- 
my         19Dt,  IHX 


1789 
1881 
1SS3 

■  1846 


.  18{ii 

-  1861   • 

1866 
1889 
1890 
1901 
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index: 


c?iB 


PMic  ^ 


Ym*  and  N*7i — wntinned. 

on  pMtpoDiag  tl"  Taiiff  bUltoi 

00  ifilucios  the  ull  duty  - 

oa  1  call  fbr  the  pretiouu  quutii 

OD  tbs  tbinl  raading  of  Iba  ImporUtton  bill 

on  recomniittins  (he  iiiine 

on  pMtpaniDg  lbs  slok  to 

on  the  final  pnuaga  ot  the 

on  atiiking  oat  th«  firit  leelion  of  the  Du- 


ll bill 


on  tbe  indefinilfl  poa^niment  of  Ibe  Auc- 
tion bill  .... 

OD  tbe  tbinl  raading  of  tbe  aane 

on  Tscenaidariag  the  lait  vote    - 

on  tba  final  piuage  of  aiid  bill  - 

OD  lecoDiidariag  ita  paaaage 

on  poatponing  it  ta  neit  mtion 

on  Ibe  third  reading  of  (ha  bill  filing  ibe 
time  tiiT  the  next  aceling  of  CoDBceai 


Yeaaand  Pfij> — continued.  Pa^B* 

an  the  final  paaaige  of  tba  reaolution  eoa- 

cerning  revolntiODart  penaiana  •  -  3SS9 
on  lajing  on  the  tabia  the  reaolutioo  re- 

apeetlng  the  alaie  trade  ...  Sue 

on  the  third  rrading  of  the  Inil  far  bnildiog 

nnall  veaKla  of  war  .  -  -  .  3239 
OB  Ibe  thiiil  reading  of  &e  Nangation  Ull  SM9 
an  tbe  ihird  reading  of  the  bill  to  laj  out  a 

load 3SH 

on  the  final  panage  of  the  Loan  trill  -  .  3M4 
on  the  final  paaaage  of  the  bill  for  the  better 

organiiiliaa  of  the  Treaaury  DeparUnant  SSiB 
Yrilow  8looe  RItbt.  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke, 

the  Mililarj  Committee  were  inattnctad 

to  inquire  into  and  report  the  objecta  of 

the  eipeditian  ordered  to  the  moutb  of  iha  750 
report  of  tbe  eonmittee  theman         .        -     BiS 


PUBLIC  ACTS  AND  RESOLUTIONS. 


Abatraeti  of  Land,  an  act  ta  aatboriie  the  Gov- 
amor  of  niinoii  to  obtain  certain,  for 
certain  ptlblie  office*      -        .        -        -  seaS 

Additional  Naral   Force,  an  act   la    atneod  the 

act  aathorizing  the  emplofment  of  an     -  S6S1 

Alabama,  an  act  eatabliihing  a  diatrict  court  in  SfiT6 
reaalotion  dcclariog  the  Almiiaion  of,   into 
the  Union      ..-.-.  S627 

Alabama  and  Illtnaia,  an  act  to  eaUbliah  addi- 
tional land  officea  in       -        .         -        -  S586 

AAonna,  an  act  autboming  the  appointment  of 
a  regiiter  of  public  lands  and  reeeiier  of 

public  moneja  in SS6£ 

an  act  lalatiTe  to       •        .        -        -        •■  SiSTS 
B. 

Banka  in  the  Diattfet  of  Colombia,  an  act  cob. 

oarainsUM SB84 

C. 

Cabokia,  an  act  confirming  the  procsedinga  of 
the  inhabitants  of,  in  Ujing  out  a  town, 
&c S584 

Owtton,  an  act  tulhoriang  the  sale  of  thirtesn 

BMitiona  of  land  IjJBg  within  tba  district  of  559] 

Oapitol,  an  act  making  further  appropriationa 
■for  continuing  the  work  upon  the  centre 
building  of  the,  dec.        -        .        -        .  3674 

Cmuqb,  an  act  to  provide  for  taking  the  laurth  3559 

Cll9powa  and  Kickapoo  nations,  an  act  making 
appropriations  to  carrj  into  efiect  the 
treaties  concluded  with  the    -        -        -  MSO 

Cleika,  an  act  BupplemenU.rjr  to  ths  act  filing 

tba  compensation  of       •  •        •  S&60 

an  act  to  increasa  the  number  of,  in  the 
,  Department  of  War        ....  SSSl 

Coianbian  Institute,  an  act  for  the  beoefitof  the  SG85 

Caagwas,  an  act  fixing  the  lime  for  the  noit 

maeliaf  of 2SS7 

D. 
lMtMii^ofNa*7  appropriation,  an  act  making 

a^praptiatioiw  to  sapply  the  -  .  XUI 


Pit*. 

Detnut,  an  act  to  renTe  the  poweta  of  the  Coa- 
mtasionars   far  lbs   adjustment  of  land 
claims  in  the  district  of          -         .        .  SCM 
an  act  to  annex  certain  lands  to  tba  distriei 
of Sfi9S 

District  of  Calambia,  an  act  to  altar  tha  tint*  of 

holJing  the  courU  in  the         ...  Sfisi 

Doeumants,  an  act  authoriiing  the  transniMM 

of,  five  of  postage SM9 

P. 

Foreign  Armed  Veasela,  an  act  designating  the 
ports  within  whiiA  only,  ahall  be  peimit* 
ted  to  enter 3616 

Foreign  Commerce  of  the  United  States,  an  act 
to  proTide  for  obtaining  accurate  atate- 
mcntsofthe  ......  3651 

Forfeiture  of  Lands,  an  act  further  to  suapend 

the  sale  or SUff 

French  Ships  and  Yassala,  an  act  to  impoae  a  new 

tonnage  dutj  on     -        -        .        .        .  S6lt 
Q. 

General  Fast  Office,  an  act  to  proride  for  repair- 
ing the  roof  of  the,  and  to  procure  a  fire 
engine  .--..-.  3SS1 

Goremment,  an  act  making  appropriatians  fill 

the  support  of,  for  the  jear  1830     -        -  US7 
an  act  in  addition  to  the  abore  -        -        -  toxS 
I. 

Imparts  and  Tonnsge,  an  act  to  continue  in  feme 
the  act  supplemental  to  the  act  to  rege- 
late the  collection  of  ilatiea  on  -  SS7( 

Islea  ofBhosl*,  sn  act  to  anthoriie  the  areclion 
of  a  lighthoose  on  one  of  tbe,  near  Pert*- 

month,  Ae. -  9St% 

J. 

JoumaloftheConTention  which  formed  the  Con- 
atitntion,  a  resolution  fbr  tbe  funber  dis- 
tribution of  ihe Sel7 

another  resolution  (at  ths  distribution  of  cer- 
tain copies  of  the  -----  3U8 


,Cooi^lc 


INDEX. 

PubUe  Acts  and  Retoltitiotu. 


Kentbck;  amil  TanDcwce,  k  resdutioii  giiing 
ths  canient  of  Congten  to  k  compiuH  be- 
tween, for  th«  tftttement  of  their  bonnd- 
■IT  line ^^^ 


MainC)  an  act  for  the    adioiaitoii  of,  into  the 

Union »66i 

an  act  eatabtishing  a  eircnit  court  in  -        -  3GS& 
an  act  appoitioiuDg  the  repreHnlatiou  for  -  S&74 

Medical  Department  of  the  Arm?,  an  act  further 

to  regnUta  the 3S84 

Midkigan,  an  act  to  caiue  the  lawa  of,  to  be  print- 
ed and  diatribnted  -         -        .        .  3^73 

Militar?  Berrice,  an  act  miking  paittal  ap]^- 

priationi  for  the     .        -        -        .        .  8M9 
an  act  making  appropriation!  fbi  tlie  year 
ISSOfiwthe 3674 

MiliLa,  an  act  to  eatabUah  ■  nnilorm  mode  of  dia- 

dpline,  ike 2SS3 

Miaaonri,  an  act  ioi  the  admiaiion  of,  into  the 

UniMi 8(166 

N. 

NaTigation,  an  act  anpplemenlaiy  to  the  act  con- 
cerning          ■  2B16 

Navj,  an  act  in  addition  to  the  act  making  appro- 

priatiuna  lor  the  anpport  of  the        -        -  3649 

an  act  making  ftirther  appropriationa  for 

the 2566 

New  Otleana  Cnatom-Houae,  an  act  to  provide 

for  building  an  addition  to  the         -        -  3686 
O. 

Ohio,  an  act  altering  the  place  for  holding  the 

United  Statea  courta  in  -  -        •  3654 

an  act  granting  to  the  Slate  o(  the  right 

of  prefimption  in  certain  CMea        -        -  3637 

Orphan*'  Conrta  of  Washington  and  Alexandria, 
an  act  to  increaae  the  allowance  of  the 

jodgeaoftha SS33 

P 

PenuijIvaBia,  an  act  altering  the  time  fi>r  hold- 
ing the  drcnil  conrt  for  the  weotein  dia- 
trict  of 2616 

Peoria,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitanta  of 

the  Tillage  of 3619 

FiracT,  an  ect  to  continue  in  force  the  act  to  pro- 
tect the  commerce  of  the  United  BtMet, 
and  to  paniih  the  crime  of     -        -        -  3633 

Poat  Office  EaUbliahment,  an  act  in  addition  to 

the  act  to  regulate  the   -        -        -        -  3660 

Poet  Roade,  an  act  to  alter  and  eitabliah  certain  3693 

Public  Lands,  an  act  fnrtlter  providing  for  the 

lale  of 357S 


Page. 
PoHication  of  the  Lawa,  an  act  to  amend  the  act 

to  ptoride  for  the 3591 


Redemption  of  Land  sold  for  Direct  Taxes,  an 

act  eitending  the  time  for  the         -        -  3690 

Beaerration  of  Public  Land*  for  naval  purpoiei, 

■D  act  to  amend  the  act  making     -        -  3630 

Revolntionary  War,  an  act  in  addition  to  the  act 
to  provide  for  pemn*  engaged  in  the  land 
and  naval  aerrice  of  the  United  Statea  in 

the 3688 

an  act  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  the  act 
to  provide  for  peraona  diaabled  by  known 
wound*  received  in  ttie,  and  for  other  por- 
poaea 8614 

Road,  an  act  to  anthoriia  the  appointment  of  com- 
miieionen  to  lay  out  the  road  therein  men- 
tioned     2617 


Secret  Journal  of  Congrea*  under  the  Articleaof 
Confaderation,  ■  reaolntion  to  anthoriw 
the  publication  of  a  part  of  the        -        -3638 

Supreme  Court,  an  act  to  continue  in  force  the 
act  to  provide  for  report*  of  deciaion*  in 

the 8831 

T. 

Term  of  Offico,  an  act  to  limit  the,  of  certain  offi- 
cer* therein  mentioned  -        -        -        -  2697 

Three  Milliona,  an  act  to  authorice  the  Preeident 

to  borrow 2598 

Trading-Houaea  with  th»  Indian  Tribea,  an  act 

to  contiune  in  force  the  act  eataMidting  •  3666 

Treasury  DeputmanI,  an  act  for  the  better  organ- 

iiationofthe 3610 

Treaauiy,  War,  and  Navy  Dapartmenta,  an  act 
in  addition  to  the  aeveral  acta  for  eatab- 
liahing  and  regulating  the      -        -        •  3690 
U. 


Veiaela  of  War,  an  act  authorizing  the  bnilding 

of  a  certain  number  of  email  -        -        -  8614 
Vincennea,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  eettlera 

in  the  diitrictof 3687 

Virginia,  an  act  to  alter  the  term  of  the  court  of 

the  weatern  diatrict  of    -        -        -        -  2650 
W. 
Wathinglon,  an  act  to  remit  the  duties  on  the 

atalne  of  George 2564 

tu  act  further  to  amend  the  dtarter  of  the 

Cilyof 2664 

an  act  to  incorpoiate  the  inhabitanta  of  tha 
City  of,  and  to  repeal  all  acta  heretofore 
puaed  for  that  purpoae  -        ■        -        -  3600 


^yGooi^lc 


2«  I'i 


,Go'ot^le 


,Goot^le 


,Goot^le 


THE  BORROWER  WIU  BE  CHARGED 

AN  OVERDUE  FEE  IF  THIS  BOOK  IS  NOT 
RETURNED  TO  THE  LIBRARY  ON  OR 
BEFORE  THE  LAST  DATE  STAMPED 
BELOW.  NON-RECEIPT  OF  OVERDUE 
NOTICES  DOES  NOT  EXEMPT  THE 
BORROWER  FROM  OVERDUE  FEES. 


I 


1^ 


Ti- 


,Gotl)gle 


,Goot^le 


